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News from Indian
Fourth Internationalists

— From the “ Fourth International ” — U.S.A.

Good news from India—the Bol-
shevik-Leninist Party, Indian sec-
tion of the Fourth International,
lives and fights on despite the
bestial repressions of British imper-
ialism.

The totalitarian cengorship. and
blockade seeks to cut off the Indian
frghters for independence from com-
municating -from one province to
another, not to speak of reaching
the outside world. Nevertheless, we
have received the most precious kind
of news from our Indian comrades
~—ten leaflets and a pamphlet pub-
lished by them during the past year.
The latest of them issued appears
to be the leaflet issued for the Jan-
uary 26, 1943 Indian Independence
Day celebration. From this it is
clear that the organisation was still
able to function after six months of
the worst white terror of British
imperialism, during which tens of
thonsands of Indian revolutionists
have heen herded in prisons and
concentration camps.

.The leaflets and pamphlet are
printed, and excellently so, which
in itself is a testimonial to the effi-
ciency of the Trotskyists of India,
for nothing. is more difficult under
such conditions of illegality and

military dictatorship than to main-
tain a good’ printing press estab-
lishment underground.

The pamphlet is a substantial 64-
page publication of the Programme

of the party, dated 1942, It is a
document of which the whole
Fourth International may well be

proud and testifies to the political

* maturity of the leadership of the

Indian party.
THEIR VIEW OF THE
STRUGGLE

Through the leaflets one can fol-
low the response of the party to the
revolutionary developments in India.
One is a rounded political statement
issued August 9, 1942, when the
All-India Congress Committee rati-
fied the resolution of its Working
Committee to launch a mass civil-
disobedience struggle. Several para-
graphs from it will indicate the
Trotskyist policy, on the one hand
completely free from sectarianism,
on the other hand firm and precise
on principles:

““The decision of the Working
Committee of the Indian National
Congress to embark on a programme
of struggle will be welcomed by the
Indian masses . . .

““Only the flunkeys of ‘democratic’
British Imperialism, like the Royists
or the agents of Stalin, tha so-called
Communists—Stalinists—can oppose
mass struggle against imperialism . .

‘‘The Bolshevik-Leninist Party of
India welcomes the decision of the
Congress to embark on some form
of mass struggle but deems it neces-
sary to point out that nearly three
years of fruitless vacillations and
gestures were required before this
decision . . . In the coming struggle
there must be no wvacillation, no
compromise, Ghandi has said that
the struggle will be ‘short and
swift.” We do not wish the life of
Imperialism to be prolonged by a
single day. But we do not under
estimate the forces of imperialism,
In order to overthrow imperialisni
it is necessary to prepare for amn
exceedingly bitter and even pro.
tracted struggle:

“ .. . But if British Imperialism
is to be overthrown, the masses in
their millions must be drawn into
the struggle . Swara] means
little to the peasants if it does mnot
mean the abolition of the curse of
landlordism. For not only are the
landlords among the most solid sup-
porters of British rule in India, but
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their criminal record of ‘oppression, -

:xtortion, and unbridled gangster-
ism over the unarmed peasantry has
aade them the mosf hated exploit-
ers of India. The slogans of ‘Aboi-
ition of Landlordism without Com-
pensation’ and ‘Cancellation . of
Peasant Debt’ must- be  leading
slogans of the struggle.
no-tax campaigns against the gov-
ernment, but ‘'also’ no-rent cam-
paigns against all landlords, must be
co'n}menoed on the widest possible
scale, leading to the seizure of land
by -the peasants through Peasants’
Committees. .

‘“Manning the nerve centres of
the economy, the workers are in the

position to deal the most devasta-

ting blows against imperialism . . .
A mass general political strike
against British imperialism will
paralyse and bring to a stop the
whole carefully built up machinery
of imperialist administration. The
imperialists have been fully alive to
the danger presented to them by
the movement of the workers, and
the heaviest and most savage blows
of the repression have fallen on the
workers and their leaders . . . -

‘““With the mobilisation qof a maj-
ority of the nation in this way, the
position within the Army, which
imperialism depends on. as a last
resort, will change in a matter of
days. The Indian soldiers, who are
ggasa,nts in uniform, cannot fail to

affected by the agrarian struggle

against landlordism and imperialism.

THE WORKERS MUST LEAD

. “We cannot, however, expect the
Congress to lead a struggle of this
nature. With regard to the peas-
antry in the 1930-33 movement
Ghandi openly stated that he had
no intention of endangering Indian
landlord interests. With regard to
the workers, the Congress has stud-
iously avoided the use of the strike
weapon as a method of struggle
against imperialism. Tied to the
doctrine of non-viclence, the Con-
gress will never call upon the Indian
Army to turn their arms against the
imperialist exploiters. For the Con-
aress, which is dominated by Indian
bourgeois iInterests. in all critical
situations acts as the instrument of
the Indian bourgecisie. And the
Indian bourgeoisie—even the maost
nationalist sections of it,
they fear their interests will be in
danger when the masses led by the
workers take to revolutionary action
—will strongly oppose the methods
of struggle outlined above.”’

" The leaflet concludes with a sec-
tion yhich warns the masses to be

- on guard against compromise, pled-

- ges support to ‘‘any mass action
that the Congress may take against

Not only .

. ence Day leaflet,

because
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British imperialism,”’ and confid-
ently predicts:

““The movement started under the
leadership of the Congress is bound
to develop into channels other than
those laid down for it. The revol-
utionary masses who are the main
-victims of imperialism are also its
most virulent and uncompromising
opponents, and . will intervene to
wage the struggle on the widest
seale.” .

- A BALANCE SHEET

Six months later, in its Independ-
the DBolshevik-
Leninist Party draws a balance
sheet: of the strugglé, which says in

rt:

“The party supports the present
mass. struggle against British Tm-
perialism although it is led by Con-
gress did not prepare for the strug-
gle, did not give the masses a pro-
gramme, and did not make the
meaning of independence clear in
terms of the live problems of the
workers, peasants and middle class-
es. Last but not least Congress did
not adopt revolutionary methods of
struggle.

“These failures are not accidental.
They unmistakably point to the in-
herent nature of  the Congress.
Dominated as it is by the proper-
tied .classes, it cannot but serve
their interests . . . Revolutionary
struggle -of the masses cannot de-

velop without the struggle for the .

demands of the masses. But such
a struggle will be directly against
the interesits of the capitalists.

. Hence it is that compromise with

imperialism is the very anchor of
the Indian capitalist class . . . .
Nevertheless the struggle launched
by the Congress against British rule
has the, potentiality of rousing the
long pent up revolutionary energies
of the masses. = Hence the party
supports the struggle. In order to
raise the struggle to a full-fledged
revolution, the working class must
participate in and lead the struggle,
with its own programie, banner and
methods.””

This leaflet, like practically all,

emphasises over and over again the -

central task of rousing the great
masses of the peasantry by calling
upon them to seize the land: “In-
dependence can mean nothing to the
peasantry if it does not mean land

to the peasantry and the liguidation:

of their -indebtedness.”’
Summarising the results of six
months of struggle it records that
the bestial represstons, ‘‘far from
leading to demoralisation, increases
the yolume of desperate discontent.
The masses are reaching out for new
methods of struggle. Ahimsa non-
violence) and the negative concept

of paralysing the government is giv- -

ing way to mass violence and the
concept of direct overthrow of the
government.”” And it warns: “‘In
the face of this situation the hour-
geoisie are ‘openly revealing their
compromisist tendencies. They find

‘in the mass movement merely an

excellent counter to drive a bargain
with British imperialism.”
FOR DEFENGE OF THE
U.8.8.R.

Almost all the leaflets deal with
the Soviet Union and Stalinism, for
the advaunced workers and peasants
in this predominantly agrarian
country, understand their kinship
with the agrarian country where the
first ‘successful proletarian revolu-
tion was achieved. 'This intense
sympathy with and interest in the
Soviet Union has enabled the Stal-
inists, masquerading as followers of
Lenin, to be of considerable aid to
British imperialism in ‘opposing the
struggle for independence.

One leaflet, headed “Defend the
Soviet Union,” explains why thé
only way to defend it is by revolu-
tionary struggle against all the cap-
italists. Another, ‘‘25th Anniver-
sary of the October Revolution,”
explains how the Stalinist bureau-
cracy rose to power on the cbb of
the revolutionary wave, but that
“Despite the distortions the main
social conquests of October:remain’
and must be defended. Other leaf-
lets—¢‘‘Peoples War’—Charldtanism
or Stupidity,” “‘Stalinist Traitors
Unmasked”—expose the counter-
revolutionary and chauvinist line of
the Communist Party of India as
“pimps and- procurers’ for British
imperialism. .

APPEALS TO TROOPS

Three -of the leaflets are written
for distribution to American and
British soldiers in India. One of
these, ““The Real Nature of the
Anti-Fascist Peoples’ War,”” in ex-
plaining the imperialist. character of
the war on both sides, points out
the significance of the events in
Burma:

““The hide-bound conservative
British were prepared to lose Burma
to the fascists rather than give arms
to the people. The British tmper-
ialist masters were more afraid of
the independent action of colonial
people than of the prospect of de-
feat at the hands of the, imperialist
rivals. What is more the Chinese
soldiers, who offered their services
for defending Burma, were not al-
jowed to eunter the country. It was
only at the fag end of the bhattle
of Burma that only one Chinese
division was allowed to fight on
Burmese soil and that too under an
American QGeneral. Stillwell. wh:
was foisted upon the Chinese arm.v



Oct.-Nov., 1943, '

by the British - imperialists. The’

obtuse British slave-owners could
" tiot brook the idea of the Asiatic
.peogles figchting, under their own
ataff, side by side with the British,
thus sétting an example before the
Burmese, who might emulate them
and rise 1p and take advantage of
the opportunity to gain their inde:
pendence.”’ i .

The same leaflet, and another,
bring to the American and British
soldiers the news of- the Nazi-T1.8.
patent pools of Standard 0il. du
Pont, General Motors, etc. They

W. I N.

“are still doing business with Hit-
ler”’ while “trying to place the full
burden of the war upon the masses
both in America and in Britain,”
the leaflets cxplain.
Understanding .how _the
faséist sentiments of. British

anti-
and

_American workers are heing per-

verted to serve the imperialists, one
leaflet to. American and British
soldiers is hedded: “What is o be
Done? Revolution the Only Way

~ of Defeating Fascism.”

“An Appeal to
tells  the

Another leaflet,
the Fighting Forces,”

3

American and®British. soldiers -why
the Indian masses are revolting and
urges them: ‘Do not be party to
wholesale flogging and large scale
lynching . . . Join hands with the
Indian comrades in - their struggle
against the ecommon. enemy—the.
imperialist exploiters.””. :
Apparently referring to  events
well-known to the soldiers them-

selves, one of these leaflets refers
to the fact that “The American
soldiers arc already fraternising

with the Indian revolutionaries in
Behar and Bombay.”’ :

Indian Revolution

‘With the. spreading of the war to.

. the Pacific, the complete bankruptey
‘of British Imperialism became ap-
parent to the masses of the East.
Workers. and peasants of Malaya
and Burma, filled with hatred
against the imperialist domination
of Britain, which had reduced mil-
lions to a terrible plight of poverty
and misery, refused. te fight against
Japan. The crushing and rapid
defeat sustained by Britain broupght
hoime to the masses of India, that
their day of liberation was not far
off. They werg conscious of the
rotten and out-worn structure of
British imperialism; all the myths
and symbols of power built up in
two hundred vears, vanished and
the masses of India wére ready to
launch a struggle to overthrow im-
perialism. - -

- The rising tide of mass pressurc
found final expression in the Con-
gress resolution of August 8th. The
Tndian bourgeoisie, faced with the
alternative of the struggle passing
undler the dominotion of a proletar-

ian- leadership, decided to head the.

struggle; leaving the doors wide
open - to negotiations with British
Tmperialism. The resolution drapped
the original July demand for the
withdrawal of foréign troops and
declared support for the Anglo-
American  bloc. Simultaneously.
they- deceived the masses by assert-
ing that the real power must he
in their hands. Basically the re-
solution contained all the contra-
dictions in the position: of the
Indian bourgeoisie in relation to
* British imperialism. O n the one
hand, they were sounding the bugle
for struggle, and on the other, they

were imploring the imperialists to
retain their armies in Tndia.

This was followed by the arrest
of Congress leaders and the remark-
able ovents of August and. Novem-

~her, from which the revolutionaries

must draw the necessary lessons for
the future. -
. -

That the struggle was spontan-
eous and took the character of op-
position to British Imperialism and
native landlordism, could he seen
from the characteristic features of
the movement. - Included in the pro-
gramme were the demands of no-
tax, no-rent, no-grain. .

. From the start, it was not con-’
fined to the petty bourgeois pacifist

orbit, but grappled- boldly with. the
problem of administrative and police
forces, responding to the violence of
British Imperialism with countet
violence. The situation was at onc
period extremely
rulers in the whole of Bihar (except
its most Southern districts) and in
the Eastern part of the United Pro-
vinces. In these arcas the move-
ment soon spread frowm - the bhig
towns to the outlying areas. Whale
districts, with their small defending

forces of Government officials and-

police, were isolated for days on
end. A very large part of the
Fast Indin, and practically the
whole of the British and Mid West
railway systems were put out of
action. Tor a considerable period,
Bengal was almost completely cut
off from Northern India, while com-
munications with Madras were also
interrupted hy the damage doné to
the railways 1 the Gunbur district
and around Bezwada. : ’

gerious for the.

It the second,phase of the strug-
gle the peasantry played a dominant
role, easily shaking themselves from
the leadership which followed the
Stalinists. The final stages were
marked by bold slogans and mani-
fostoes, raising the class nature of
the struggle. N ‘ :

The troops used to crush: the
movement consisted entirely of Brit-
ish troops. This is an indication of
the profound mistrust of the Im-
perialists in the loyalty of the Ind-
1an troops.

The administrative machinery of
British imperialism broke ddwn in
several parts of the country. Virtu-
ally the power was in the hands of
the masses, though alternative
instruments of power did not appear
oh the scene. This is_ attributable
to- two reasons: it indicates the
political immaturity of the working
class: the movement remained under
the ideological leadership of the
hourgeaisie. ) S

III.

In spite of the heroism of the
masses and - the ‘initial success.
particularly on the countryside
where the police force is weakest,
the movement was drowned in blood
of the masses and temporarily
driven underground. To draw the
lessons of the struggle and the
reasons for the defeats is the prim-
ary task rof the Indian revolution-
aries. o .

1. The first and most funda-
mental cause of the defeat is the
lack of a mass revolutionary prole-
tarian party. As a conseguence,
there was no central direction to the
gtruggle, Boundless energy and

%




. racketeering are. rampant.
‘new companies are flopted and pro-
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opportunities were wasted on un-
coordinated skirmishes; the strug-
gles of . the peasantry received no
leadership from the proletariat and
therefore, could not break from the
leadership of the bourgeoisie.

There were.no theoretical and
practical preparation to set up
Soviets, prior to, and immediately

" following, the breakdown of the

administration. o :
3. To the very end; the true role

of the Congress was not exposed -

to the masses. This was a direct
corollary .of the first cdause. . The
Stalinists (apart from the ultra-left
Third period) and -the Congress
Socialist Party, had always propa-
gated the idea that the leadership

~ of the Indian revolution should re-

main with’ Congress. Even after
the initial defeats the Secretary of
“the Congress Socialist Party, in his
‘letters to the Indian workers, did

- not draw- the lessons of the failure.

He reduced the whole question of
non-violence and pacifism to the

“level of an ordinary tactic. He still

acknowledged the leadership of the
Congress and would not propose the
alternative proletarian leadership,

. 4. The ignominious failure of the
two working class political parties.

The Indian Commiunist Party, ‘fol- .
wing - leadership, .
~alled- itself with ' the Imperialists

lowing - the Xremlin
and opposed any kind of struggle in

India. " With the Congress Socialist
* Party, the causes went much deep-

er. No doubt by its active partici-
pation in many areas, the leader-
ship gained tremendous .influence
®mong the workers and peasants.

. But ideologically it never advanced
Tt  helieved -

beyond Menshevism.
that the Indian Revolution would
have to remain within the bourgeois

: democratic orbit, and so provided no
‘. programme of action to the masses.

As a result, it left the leadership of

" the struggle to the Congress. Be-
- cause of its social roots and com-

position, when the actual struggle
was defeated, the failure was attri-
buted to organisational weakness
only and not to political weakness.

Iv.
The present: position in India is a
period of lull. But beneath this

‘superficial quietness a storm is

brewing, and the second phase of

the Indian Revolution will break out
- on a higher .plane. . The objective
. conditions .in. the  country are pre-

paring the way for such an_out-
burst. The Tndian bourgeoisie, in
co-operation with the British im-
perialists, is gathering a rich har-
vest of profits.. Speculation and
‘Daily

fits are soaring high. Correspond-
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ingly, the economic distress of the
masses is deepening. Food shortage,
resulting from - export of foodstuffs,
and hoarding, is gripping the coun-
try and millions of workers and
peasants are dying of starvation.

‘For the first time the masses are -

becoming conscicus that there ‘is
no other road to solve their prob-
lems except by a violent seizure of
power. Ghandism is on the decline.

‘Within the ranks of the Congress,
a distinet rank and file movemént
towards a revolutionary position is
taking place. Under the impact of
the mass struggle, a realisation is
dawning upon the rank and file,
that the days of passive resistance
are over. More and more they are
looking for a revolutionary leader-
ship. o

The working class of India is
attaining a status where it is in a
position to assume the leadership of
the Indian Revolution. Their num-
bers are swelled by the accelerated
pace of Indian industrialisation. By
the very logic of this development,
most modern methods of produétion
are being introduced. Development

of munition factories is bringing:
. home to them a knowledge of mod-

ern weapons. Recent struggles in
the " line of fire they have been
through, have:erested a hatd core
of fighters. The leading role they
played in the first phase of the Re-
volution has increased their con-
fidence. Steeled by the fire of strug-
gle they are preparing to settle
accounts with the exploiters,

The radical petty bourgeois ele-
ments are coming under the influ-
ence of socialist ideaa. The debacle

of the Congress, the failure of Paci--

fism, -the betrayal of Stalinism, ate
bringing them closer to a revolution-
ary position.. Jith. the - deepening
economic chaos, their miserv has in-
creased. Lacking the - defensive
organisations - éf-. the proletariat,
they haveé failed to maintain . their
standard of living. This develon-
ing discontent is reflected in the
increased strength of the Congress
Socialist Party. ’

* * *

The - Indian army is 3.000,000
strong and its numbers are jncreas-
ing day by day. - The distinction
between martial and non-martial
races is removed, and peasants from
all parts of the country are being
recrnited. Thev are being trained

“in the use of the most modern

weapons. British imperialism, faced
with a challenge to its might from
the German and Japanese imperial-
ists is creating a mighty instrument
that will be torn_from its. hands by
the Indian revolution. With the

~war reaching farther heights ~of

- Asia ablaze.

- Re-affirming - the
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savagery, the strain of battles and
the disillusionment will drive the

-armed forees to the ranks of the

Indian revolutionaries. This will be
strengthened by the agrarian crisis
and the seizure of the land by the
peasantry. Armed soldiers, who are

mainly Eeasants,' will gravitate to-’

wards the.peasantry.

* * *

Whilst the conditions in India are
inexorably-leading towards a second
phase of the revolution, it is not
completely divorced from internat-
ional factors. The collapse of the
German military machine and con-
sequent revolutions on the Con-
tinent; of Europe, may give an im-
pulse to the next step in the Indian
revolution: Another flare-up in the
the Pacific battle, with a nationalist
uprising in the Japanese occupied
territories, can _set. the ‘whole of
As the world war
reaches a new peak of savagery,
with millions of lives destroyed;
famine, pestilence and hunger stalk-
ing the world, an elemental revolt
of the masses is inevitable. The
imperialistic world war has indis-
solubly united the cause b6f the Ind-
ian Revolution with ‘that  eof the
growing _revolutionary proletarian

- movement of the West,

In such a struggle, the Congress
Socialist Party, because of the com-
plete bankruptey of Stalinism, will
gain tremendous strength. But in
composition, ideology, and. . pro-
gramme, it is essentially a petty
hourgeois party, . Refusing to base
itself on the inéependenoe of a pro-
letarian partv from bourgeois influ-
ence, from .the ontset, it is leading
the Indian. masses through channels
of Kuomintangism. Repeating the
familiar Menshevik theory that the
democratic tasks of the Indian re-
volution will be carried out.under
the bourgeots léadership, it 18 not
organisationally separated from the
Congress. Pitiless exposure of this
false course will bring the revelu-

.tionary elements of the Congress

Socialist Party under the banner of
the revolubionary party. .
-This is the tagk of the Indian Bol-
shevik Leninists. Tiny minority as
‘they are today, they are heroically
firhting . to_create a revolutionary

party in India. Tt can be said with -

confidence that the ultimate success
of the Tndian revolution will depend
upon their role in the revolution.
permanent ‘char-
acter of the Indian revolution, they
have inscribed upon their ‘banner
the independent character of. the
proletarian partyv. in order to free it
from bourgeois influence and provide
a working class leadership for the

peasantry, |

L e
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Tt will be their task to place the

solution to the agrarian gquestion
a8 the main pivot of the struggle.
To that end 1t is necessary toexpose
the class character of the Congress
- and the direct link between the
landlords, and amindars, and the
. bourgeoisie. Along with the agrar~
ian programme, it is necessary to
raise the democratic demands and
the slogan of a Constituent Assem-
bly with full powers, elected by uni-
versal suffrage. It should be ex-
plained however, to the masses that
such an.assembly may never be con-
vened, and even if convened, it
would not carry out the agrarian
revolution as long as the hourgeoisie
remained in power. In the struggle

for the Constituent Assembly, ah.
independent programme, including’

“the land to the peasants and the
demands of the workers and soldiers
must be provided. - .

Side by side with the agitation
for the C(onstituent Assembly the
Indian Bolshevik Leninists will pre-
pare systematically for the creation
‘of Soviets among the workers and
peasants, as organs of struggle in
the mnext great upsurge. These
Soviets will provide the basis for the
taking of power. into the hands of
the workérs and peasants when the

revolution develops towards its next’

' stage with the mevitable betrayal
and sell-out on the part of the

- bourgeois leadership.

V.

Whilst; the Indian inasses are
seeking to end British imperialism
"in the Bast, the British bourgeoisie
is faced with a crisis in their inter-
national position. More and more
they are leaning on American cap-
italism to pull them out of the im-
With this dependence 1is
involved the loss of their precious
foreign investments to the Ameri-
can capitalists.. With the gigantic
productive powers of America, ac-

. celerated by the war, all the old and .

potential markets of Britain are
monopolised by -American industry.

Coresponding to this weakness, the -

Indian bourgeoisie is increasing its
share of control in India. The ster-
ling debt of India is practically
wiped -out and a considerable pro-
portion of the industry and plant-
ations have passed ioto Indian
hands. Conscious of this weakened
economic position, the British. bour-
gevisie is using savage methods of
_repression to hold India as_tbe main
‘bastion of British Imperialism.

* 'The British Labour Party, in the
hour of crisis of British imperialism,
has come to the aid of the capitalist
magsters. Attlee supports the policy

of ‘savage repression in India with

. 'as much vehemence as Churchill or

W. L N
Amery. Rotten thﬁ)ilgh and through

with opportunism, the leadership
has .given up even the pretence of

socialist principles. But at the same.

timé the rank and file of the Labour
Party have expressed their solid-
arity .with - the Indian masses.
Though they have been mainly in-
fluenced - by the false course adopted
by the British Communist Party,
they exhibit a genuine concern of
the British workers regarding the
Indian revolution. As the war
reaches a climax, this differentiation

" will become clearer and a mighty

workers’ moverent in Britain will
develop, demanding immediate and
unconditional independence for In-

- dia. This will be one of the cardinal

issues on which the struggle for

‘Labour to Power will e fought.

The Communist Party of. Great
Britain, while professing sympathy

for Indian freedom, .is completely .

supporting Churchill. It condemns
the mass struggles in India and is
advancing a false conception that by
negotiations Churchill can be com-

pelled to grant a Natidbnal Govern-

ment of “All interests’ in India.
It is necessary to expose the false

- charactér of this and to emphasise

the independent struggle of the
British workers in support-of the

- Indian masses.

The .-T.L.P. instead -of explaining
the class characger of the TIndian
struggle to the British workers and

soldiers, is raising the problem from -

a pacifist; humanitaran basis. From
its platform the I.L.P. champions
the Indian National Congress and
from its press it supports the Con-
gress Socialist. Party. This un-

_eritical acceptance of the Congress

Socialist Party and its programme

which seeks to confine the Indian
revolution under bourgeois.leader-
ship, is a betrayal of the Indian
revolution. i

But the mass of the British work-
¢rs are beginning to stir. Thou-
sands of them, conscripted and sent
to India are beginnming to realise
that the struggle of the Indian
masses is to end exploitation, starv-
ation, dirt and disease. This finds
expression in the letters written -
home. With the increasing hard-
ness of the blows struck by the

Indian masses, they will realise that

this struggle for freedom will facili-
tate their own fight for freedom in
Britain.  Ultimately, the class
solidarity ' will break through the.
barriers of army discipline and the.
worker-soldiers will go over to the.
Indian masses; they will turn their |
arms against the exploiters.
The ‘Indian Revolution is' Inex-
tricably bhound up with the emanci-
pation of the British working class.
13y destroying the roots of the Brit-.
ish bourgeoisie, the wvery basis of
their economic strength in  the
world, the Indian workers will
assist the British workers to win
power in -‘England. The recent in-
dustrial struggles, and- the- storm
that is gathering in Britain are
omens of the tremendous conflicts
that will arise. - British workers,
conscious of the: opportunism, “will
seck and altérnative revolutionary
leadership. This in_its turn, will
again’ ignite the Indian revolution. -
With the example of the British
workers hefore - them, the Indian
asses will push aside the: bour-
peois Jeadership and their lackeys,
and advance towards the seizure bf
power. . "

Should Have

'~Pamphlets every Worker

WAR AND WORLD REVOLUTION - - 2d.

TRANSITIONAL PROGRAMME OF THE
FQURTH INTERNATIONAL - - - 6d.
TRADE UNIONS,. Trotsky ~ - = - - 2d.

1LL.P. AND THE FOURTH INTERNATIONAL:  2d.
DOES RUSSIA'S ENTRY ALTER

. BRITAIN’S WAR? By A. Scott - - .'2d.
" PREPARING FOR. POWER A ’
(Thesis of British Trotskyists) - - - 3d.
A.BC. OF- TROTSKYISM : - .
Cannon’s Testimony in ‘U.S. Labour Trial = 6d.
THE ROAD TO INDIA'S FREEDOM by
-A.- Scott and E. Grant - - - - 3d.

THE CP. AND THE WAR - - - 14
... Jook at their Record! . :

By TROTSKY




.

R

‘Tasks

é

- Résolu'ti(m Adopted at W}I

The fauou'vj_ilhle turn for British
fmperialism in the field. of- military
struggle is accompanied by the be-
ginning of a crisis in the field of
arms production. The influx of
American munitions has resulted in

* contraction in certain aspects of the
British arms industry. ‘In some of
the large munition plants a slack-
ening up of production . is already

_taking place.  The transfer of work-
ers from one branch -of production
to’ ancther is accompanied with
widespread redundancy. The ability
of the capitalists to make profits
out of war is hampered and they

_are no. longer able easily to grant

- concéssions, Being forced to olamp
dowh ‘more definitely on the wages -

and- ‘conditions of the workers.

“The first serious attempt to tight-.

en up on tages, was indicated in the
_Natjoral Arbitration Award (No.
“326) . for enginceriig workers. Be-
hind -the legalistic phraseology - of
the terms of this twice interprot-
od Award. the gains [from which
affected only a. very small section
of the workers (those working -in
establishments “paying the ‘hare’
minimum), and which for- the vast
majority of the workers,.méant no
increase at all, can be seen an at-
tempt to fix a “ceiling’” on wagdes.

Faced with sttacks on wage, stan- .

dards and the intensified cxploita-
. tion-throucgh picce-work tendrtions;

the added burden of income tax; the
. failure of Joint Production Com-
mittees ‘to solve the problems of
production except at the expense
of the workers; the use of the re-
actionary Essential - Works. 'Order
and the victimisatiov of trade union
militants—a sharp  discontent and
radicalisation is- transfoiming the
outlook of the British-working ¢lass.
* This.discontent has already mani-
fested itself.in sporadic- and ever-
increasing disputes throughaut the
length and breadth of the country.
Following the Betteshanger dispute

O
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f the Industrial

Militants

in Kent at the beginning of 1941,
a2 serics of strikes swept the coal-
fields. These.were followed by small
strikes on the-part of dockers, of
railwaymen, ~ and  of ! engineers.
: These later struggles, Tiowever, took
“place in relatively backward and
unerganised areas.
existed in the_fact, that despite the
deep fecling of dissatisfaction among
- the workers in_areas such .ag the
 Clvde and South Walés, the workers
in these parts bad not yet partici-
pated in ‘any major industrial dis-
S putes. . e .- o
The Stalinists, who had entrench-
-ed themselves among the militant
workers in these areas, nsged their
_stranglehold, .on the traditional

“pnsh their aati-working class and
strike-breaking sgolicy and” put .2
depnloe on theswormng class stinggle.
Nevortheless. the Clomniunist Party,

centres of worling c¢lass militancy to.

striks-breaking forece - in - British
warkine clasé politics. eannot guell
the rising tide-of mibitancy among
the working class. Nor, with the
continuation ofits present poliey.
will it he able to place itself at the
head. of any mass movement to
divert it into harmless-channels. T
is already apparent that the hold

of the Stalinists over the advanced

workers is loosehing.

“The Tocal nature of the early dis-

pites resulted in the almoest com-

nlete isolation of the strikers. - Bnt .

tha third vear of the war. 1942
witnessed the workers participating
in more strikes than in anv single
vear. since -the General Strike of
1995, By far the most important
dispute of* that wear had takem
wace on  the Tvneside. which.
though traditiopally” a  hackward
aren. was the scdtle of a strike in-
_volving more than  20.000 . shin-
buildine  workers. . This  strike
marked the end of a vear in which
the engineering workers participated
“in almost hall the total number of
disputes. whereas previously the
.miners had. borne,the brunt of. the
Sl;_ruggl{'. . S T
Despite the fact that more Tiah-
our davs were ‘lost, in several of the
“peace’’ wears frogm 1926 to 1932
than in 1942, the Tnereased number

A contradiction

whirh has become the mest vicions.

L Conference, Oct. 19’43_.'

of disputes and the manner in which
the workers are tending to spread
the struggle, serves to remind the
employers of the eruptions they will -
have to face in the coming days. .

In 1943 the Transport Workers,
especially in the Midlands areas,
joined with their brothers in the
coalmining and engineering indus-
tries in -showing fight against the
employers. But it is now possible
to pércéive, not only a broadening
out, but a general transformation
in the nature of the struggle.
Whereas previously the workers who
were involved in disputes were iso-
lated, the nation-wide support given
0 the Neptune Engine Works on °
the Tyne; the solidarity of the
winers in the South Yorkshire and
South Wales Coalfields over recent
disputes affecting,  sin le + pollieries

“in the*ziven afeas; or the strike of

23,000 Nottinghamshire miners over
the imprisonment of a lad—these
are demonstratiens that the workers
are closing their ranks in solidarity.
But the latter strike, in particular, -
ix an- indication of the political
character that the struggle s
assuming. E )
Already the workers are realising
the mnecessity of linking up with,

_and gaining support of- workers in
.other parts.

: The Committees that
were established as the . directing
centres in all these disputes, are
not as yet- Soviets, but they point
to the marnner in which the work- -
ers, through the efforts. of their
local leaders, will create fighting
Committees or Soviets on a regional
and ‘mnational scale in the future.
More significant, -however, - is the
fact that instead of the struggles

* being confined to the more backward

areas as in the past, the recent dis-
putes among the miners and engin-
eers in South Wales and the Clyde,
point to the fact that the more
advanced workers are on.the move.
All these factors demonstrate that
the main strategy of the revolution- -
ary socialists in the field of indus-

try must be to -raise consciously.in -

the minds of the industrial workers,
the necessity to end the industrial
fruce. - P
The effects of the industrial truce
with the Government and the em-

.
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ployers, which pl&ices the trade
umipn _movement m the clutches. of
the- state machine. and gives . the

employers a free hand, are -becom--

ing ahvious. to the broad mass of

the worki 1g class. Unﬂer tbe‘ m_ .
. tro] of the . 0T

sent. ¢

the trade unions are - becom -

ing appendages of the capitalist

state, with large numbers of trade
unien functionaries (starting with

Bevin). in official” government posi- ‘R. 8- o

tions as labour officers, etc.

The foregoing is clear. indication .

that all the objective and even the
subjective conditions. for tremendous
explosions are maturing in the fac-
tories, mines and transport of Brit-
aim. - ;

Arising oiit of the struggles that
have already taken place, the ques-
tion of leadership 1s being raised
more and more sharply in the minds
of the working class. The workers
have learmsd, whenever they have
ticen forced to stand and fight, that
the Labbur-and Trade Union leader-
ship, -together with the Communist
Party and the National Council of
Shop Stewards, have deserted them,
and indeed; sabotaged their strug-.

gles at every tura.” . »
. But whilst the servile attitude of

; tn){de, .niea " hureaucraty to
g‘furchi,l aid the capitalist class

and their sell=put of trade union

rights hag ‘aroused the anger of the .

rank and file, only ‘a small section
ig expressing its disgust by a con-
scious struggle for the removal of
the leadership. Generally, the
workers in the trade _unions’ are
apathetic, the hranches being poorly
This is assisted m neo
small de%ree by the Stalinists, who,
more sil

strike-breaking policy, are acting as
“props ‘of the bureaucracy. Never-
theless, this apathetic mood - can

_ofily be & temporary one, and will

be ‘overcome by the workers on the
morrow. The attitude of the' A.E.U.
members on the recent wage award
which forced the bureaucrats to
make hasty pious gestures to the
rank .and file, is- an indieation- of

-~ what the leadership will have ‘o
. face as the struggle develops. Our

duty is to assist these workers,

* vast majority of whom are hostile

to the strike-breaking policy of the
leadership, by providing them with

" the consciousness that will take
them the pext step forward in the

struggle. The bureaycratisadion of
the trade unions and
ing ‘class dietates the strategy of
fighting to demecratise the unions
and replace the top strata with
fresh elements; it dictates the need
policy of regmlar elec-
tions of officials every two years

" ing olass: ¢the unions) ani

ul at putting forward their-

} nd their class -
‘integration with sections of the rul-

W. L N.

at most, as well -as the need to pay
the union officials no.more _than the
-average wage fof the trade or n-
dustry. ST :

High mapite of the Barrow workes
’ﬁ?ﬁ.&wmtbnonm ot
and “itfegal” activity which peve
the *‘victery puih’ to the Bafvew
‘workers' struggle. ) i
The exjierienice of the Barrow
_dostroyy vompletely  the

rgy of ImIREriki

mititants on tha Buliding of sd hec
and fasteey organisations. This ex-

unfons, ¥ :
dous ftrength of
isitions. . :
The struggle in the workshops
cannot be separated from the strug-
gle in the unions, but inevitably it
takes on a faster tempo and conse-
quently assumes a more direct form.
The actions of the bureaucrats in
sabotaging the attempts of the
working class to defend themselves
from the attacks of the capitalists,
force the. workers in the direction
of seeking an alterpative leadership.
Once again théy are setfing up
Committees mora direcily represent-
ative of the rank and file. apd while
it is not possible to foresee the
exact form the movement will take,
some indication can be obtained by
the iecentlv formed Glasgow Com-
mittee, which adopted the historic
name. of the_“Clyde Workers Com-
mittee.”” Initiated by mititants in
that area, directly representative of
the workers in thgir factories, this

. Commitiee ai}lopwd a 'ﬁghﬁng pro-

gramme whic as the cen-
tral point, the struggle for the in-
dependence of “ihe  trade union
movement from the- ecapitalist state
machine,

More Dmportant; however, & the
fact thaj, thess wilitants, receanis-

ing. the Toad to JSk up with.pther
A . i } daa
ation of “’%me.m ow

~has ‘a certail Bacl

‘he. form of the
" establishment.

thie - Fedetation bas every pe
“which the. workers will

- British capi

. tions, there. s-’;mwﬁdbubi;;tgg witt -

“waymen. are all crying out f

Fedeeation”. = -~ = -
This Federadion .is net s gwer

nrgar;isaﬁieu;th& of Biel-

inism from. 1988 to 1935, but sleewdy
: king oy -

ential .
develoy

ing i Britain,

vasious . usteies (¥
comuiittees in- mingle e
gr.oapg of factories), ihe netionsl
focal point  smemnd.

e~

becoming . the

when the coming storm, which will
inevitably witness the muet terrific
industrial clashes in the listory of
Jismy, bresks gat. The

Militant Workers’ Fellorstion may

not receive a -masy Fespomse im- .
~ mediately, but it is glzesdy stizact-’
ing the créam of the i rint miti-

“tants whe are aware of the false

policies and corruption of the Wide
union leadership and of the Stakin.
ists. Kwen if -the stormyv. days of
industrial strife engnlf this Feder-

afion bofore it higs had the possibil- .

- ity to ‘harden its” national connec-

¢ role:in

] the

The trade union leadess and Stal-
inists in particular are. awive -of
this. That is the reason for‘i?n_sv-‘in’s
recent outburst and - his “threnk.of
new. repressive 'legislation, It was
a.reflection not se.much of .t@e"fa‘ar
of the ruling clags as of theé mis-
leaders of the working class-in the
field of industry. But whilst re-

" pressive measures,-both through the

state -machine and. by expulsions
from_ the unions: may temporarily
halt the forward march of the Mil:
tant Workers' Federation, history
demands this form ef organisation.
Repression can snecéed only in con-
solidating the working class and
establishing the. role of the trade
union fakers in. the .eyet of the

-organised workers.

The -decision eof  tha industrial
militants to establish the Federation

‘on a broad basis to imelude .al - in-

dustries, is fundamentally eorrect.
In the present stage of devqgmént
of wmondpoly . capttalism . and the
closely knit characteriof British in-
dustry, when all the ma'E)r problems -
that "confront the workers'im the
engineering trade. alse confiont the
weskers in other indnStiies,” "When
the miners, transport workers, rail-

clear lead, the sectional poliey ad-
vocated by the LEP. of confining
the organisation to_the engimeering
industry, would doom it te the fate




" .lished political

. Committee  will

- ¢hailenge for power.

_against and’ ulira -left, -

of thé unofficial. mévgmentf.at' the

. end of World War I.” Moreover, in
" the final analysis, the corréctpess of”
1 the. basis of the -

broggdening. oub
pie be demonstrated

of the .industrial struggle into the
1o agsist in
this process, by waging a truggle
syndicahst,
is*the duty

" with ‘the inevitable transformation

‘or sectatian terdencies,

of the revolutionary socialists. = 7+
.- Towards the end of World War L, |

despité thes low. level -of comscious-
cness, and.despite the lack of-a con-

‘setous leadership, the workers were

~striving -in - the
~ political

. ‘cades -of sell-outs on ]
Jabour bureapcracy and the -Stalin-

direction ~.of a
solution.2to “their problems.
Since 'that  period, however,
workers have experienced.. two de-
the part.of the

ists.  Comsequently, we have. the
contradiction where today the work-’

_ers are far in advance of their pre-

decessors in the last war, with a,

nigher level ‘of political * conscious-

- their militancy’

- trend ‘among
. tdats.
Lot
 un

ness, but are tending to express

on the

industriai™

Ww. L N.

by the union foaders. Nevertheless,
after the glorious struggles on the

*Clyde and elsewhere, sceing in this

. throngh-the lack of conscious
.ership  on' the .part of

movmertt a fhreat to

their positions,

the union Igadership were ~able,

the Shop

. Stewards movement, to absorb the
+movement within'.the legal.frame-

- a seeond attempt to

the .

e

work of the Unions,

years -of relative stability for Brit-

-1gh capitalism, which™ wit_nessed a
.slow, day to day process of ‘struggle

on the part of-the rank and file-ip
build -up an
aiternative leadership
union ‘bureaucracy. .

This period was a favourable one

for- British - capitalism in its at-
tacks upen militant = workers. i3
saw many of.the finest types of
militant workers crushed - through

isolation, victimisation, and sub-

_seguent-- unemployment, - becoming
disillusioned_and dropping out of the -

field with a distrust of all the estab+

working class.
the re

L

the integration “of the. trade

ma e, and: the eomplete control

- of - the: state aver Labour through:

the ‘medium of the Essential Works

. Order and other legisiation, creates
7 >the pbjective conditions whereby any
. militant industrial movement must

st

=

... inevitably . come
i~the state machine.

At sauch a stage, the whole strug- -

inte conflict with

gle, which is at present centred.
mainly on the wages question, will
be raised to a political plane. The

* struggle against the strike-breéaking

‘policy -of the. trade uniox “hureau-
cfacy and their new-found append-
ages, the C.P., will coineide with

ig#_: buregucracy with the state
in

tendencies of the
The .effect has heen -
revival ~of a semi-syndicalist’
the industrial ‘mili-

-

-of

-struggle. - When the National Conn-
it of Shop Stewards was formed n

1936, -the most ‘advanced elements
the: working class gathered
around .it-in-the belief that -at last
they bad found =2 solution -to their
strivings -for a fighting alternative
leadership. | S : :

lead-.

This was fol-,
Jowed; with the exception of 1926
and 1931, by » period of almost 207

o -the trade

The hold /;‘ghisuhody _gained over

the industfial workers has  been
utilised, *sinee the - political: turn’ of
the. Communist Party in 1941, to
piit forward an anti-working class,
strike breaking policy. = It . now
gerves  merely to impleément the
policy of the union leaders in the
factory commitiees.  The signifi-
cance of this situation is that for

_the first time,.the trade union bur-

. ers.

the struggle for the ending of the -

- industrial and political truce.

" The organisation of this Natianal
Federation marks the turning point

in the Labour and Trade Union
movement: it is an earnest of the

fact that for the third time, in an’

offort to release themselves from the

.stranglehold of the bureaucracy, the

%y

" “workers are attemptipg fo create a
“movement with a national link-up.

.. The struggles of the engineers to--
wards the end of the last war; saw.

the transformation of Card Stewards

who merely acted as collectors and.

réporters for their respective unions,
into a fighting shop stewards move-
ment organised on a. factory basis

irrespective ‘of trade union, in order-

to carry on the struggle abandoned

" breadth of |

eaurracy has .Jarge numbers of
direct agenis in the factory com-
mittees; and.where the C.P. is the
strongest, the resul is demoralis-
ation and despair among thé work-

long.

For 25 years the Shop Steward
and TFactory - Committee form of
organisation has been steadily ex-
tended thrm}gho’_ut the length and

ritain. From a few
advanced, but isolated factories in

But even this cannot last for.

World War [, the factory committee -

has ektended to almost every factory
throighout the. country in World
War II. JLarge and small, heavy

-industry -and. light  indnstry, the

factory and shop stewards com-
mittees have been built and. extend-

‘ed to. all- fields of production. -1n

essence these committees are em-

" bryonic soviets and a reflection of

dual power inside the factories:

Due to the strength of the capit-
alist class. and ‘the relative- stabil-
ity of their rule, and as a reflection

Oct.-Nov., 1948.

of the low tempo of the revolution-
ary. movement, these committees.
play an essentially defensive rolg at
the present period. Bat with “the .

“turn in the situation, the deepening

of the risis and the shafpening of
the class struggle, these commitiees
will inevitably assume an aggressive
character and seek a dominating
position, challenging the capitalist
class for-the control of the plants,
for the. control of ‘industry. v

Tt is necessary consciously to ex-
tend these committees from one
plant to anothér, from area to area,
and establish a firm national tie.

" Bub -our primary. task in this field

is to make the workers conscious of
the real possibilities of. these com-
mittees, not as defensive organis-
ations of this or that group of work-
ers, but as orgams of control, as .
argans of power. The more Geeply
we entrench these ideas among the
industrial workers, the ' easier the
task in .the future struggle; the
‘surer the victory in the ~coming
battle for proleétarian power.*

The increasing radicalisation of
the organiscd workers is particular-
v underlined by the recent turn of _
{he Postal Workers and the Civil
Servants Uniofis and their struggle
for * affiliation to the T.U.C.; the
challenge to the state  which is con-
taived i their. recent actions. With

the mass industrial conscription,

- the working class has been -unite

on an unprecedented scale. The
women - and - the youth, inexorably
drawn imo the struggle side by side
with the men, become an important
factor in the struggle. In particular
the women are fast losing the psy-
chology of domestic drudgery, and
are rapidly developing all the char-
acteristics of class conscious pro-
letarian fighters. The number of
organised workers has reached its
highest peak, having exceedid the
vear 19200 which was - 8,000,000 -
workers in. the unions. o .
These factors impose on the re-
volutionary movement all the more
sharply, the necessity of orientating
itself towards. the trade unions and
industrial movement. Just as Brit-
ain is the key to the international
situation, so is industry the key to
the situation in Britain. - The suc-
cess of our work in this direction,
-will be .the yardstick by which we
will measure the building of the
party. As the movement fnds ex-
‘pression in the . industrial - field, °

fresh-elemente will be pushed to the. -

fore. Constituting the cream 'of the’

working class, unspoiled and uncor-

rapted, they will be among the best
fighters in the front line i the
struggle. This strata will” provide
the new cadres for Bolshevism and

' (Continued at foot of; newt page.)
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©  Military catastrophe, one of the

classical. conditions of revolution,
has brought the Italian proletariat
to its feet after 21 years of pros:
tration under faseist repression.
In ihis sense the Ttallan workers
have been galvanized by an ex:
ternal event. But defeats in war
are ore 6f the acid tests of a Sodial
order and of the attitude of the
masses towird it, Fascism elaiméed
to demonstrate Itg ‘superiority
above all in war. But superiority
is evidenced not only in times of
sucgess but in adversity as well

The detisive elemeiit in war, when .

the contending powers are at all
comparable in fighting forces, is
the morale of the common-soldier;
especially is this true after initial
defeats. Even crushing defeats
suclr as the French Army sustained
in the fArst week of the blitzkriey
need not have meant final defeat:

‘now, said Trotsky in those days,

the question of French morale will

be decisive; the lack of that morale -
_was a sufficient. indictment -of the
" decomposing bourgeois democracy

(Continued from previous pag,ef)
will become the recrasiag growwil

" for our party.

L

In spite of the numerical weak-
ness of the forces of revolutionary
socialism, our ideas are tire mosi
powerful ideas yet forged by the
working class movement. We can
play a decisive part in the coming
struggles, by giving conscious ex-

pression to the movement of the-

workers. This has aiready "been
shown in practice. with a correct
policy on the issues which face the
working class, we can raise the
struggie to a higher level, simstan-
eously - drawing - the best workers
into. our ranks to buiid -the pariy
of the Fourth Internationat in Brit-
ain. - But we will only succeed in
this task of building mass party
and challenging the capitalist class
for power to the . extent that we
succeed in converting.the mass in-
dustrial organs of the working class
into instruments of the - socialist
revolution, -

. abandonment

W. L N

not fail to underline the ¢onnectiozn

between the military coMapse and .,
the character of Fren¢h sodiety.’

Now that connectlon is to be Seen
in Italy where the very first defeats
in North Africa sufficed fo destroy
even the semblance of morale.

Contrast this with - the magni=-

ficent morale *of the Red Arimy
after the terrible defeats of 184i-
1942, The iest of war has proven
the superiority of the social ordef
egtabiislied by the October révolu-
tion, and proven it under the ads

verge - conditions of the stifling.

regime of Stalin. The @ollapse of

_morale of the “demoe¢ratie” Frérich

Army and the fascist Italian Army
is an index to the wck of inner
pesour¢es of capitalism both in its
democratic and fascist
What is happening in Italy is the
mirror of the future of Hitler’s

CArmy. - . _
" THE FIRST WEEK'S EVENTS

We should fail to understand
the real course of events
should ‘assume that the dismissal
of Mussolini was part of a com-
prehensive plan -of Ttaly's ruling
summits:  On the contrary, their
conduct has been
panicky improvisation.
they  had . thought
Mussolini overboard in the “future
in the event. of final defeat, both
to facilitate negotiations with the
Allies and as a sop to. the masses

‘No doubt

of Ttaly. But it is clear that the

moment of dismissal came sud-
denly, as 2 negative reaction to a

forms, .

. to -detailed

‘

if we

marked by

of -throwing' .

Hitler-Mussolini proposal for the

next military - steps’ - (apparently
of southern Italy).
While rejecting this - plan, the
ruling summits had not -arrived at
one of their own, either for resist-
ance or for capitulation. - Nor did

‘they have a plan for utilizing the

dismissal as & sop to the masses.

On the contrary, they presented.it,

as a mere change of Prime Minis-
ters ~ and cabinets: - a

_ laconig. .
announcement stated that “His .

Hxcellency Cavaliere Benito Musso-
lini ¥ ‘Had “"téndered * his ‘resigna-
‘tion,” and short proglamations by
the King and Badoglio said nvthing
about Mussolini “andfascigni® "

© When thig.. rnews Sunday wa8
followed by gigantic mass demons
strations in Rome and the prineipal
cities, . lasting throtigh the night,
with _ rejoicing at Mussolini's fall
already coupled with demands fof .
peade, Badoglio. eould think o
nothing more {o do- Monday than
issue.a .manifesto devoted -entirely,
instructions for ré=’
pressing the demonstrations. It is”
characterized by the provision that

R

il

“It is absolutely forbiddeén to-hold. .

any meeting in public of more than "

three persons : ..": Qbviousty those’ ~

who issued.such an. order had no
inkling that it could mot be en
forced; any administrator knows.
that an ordex which is successfully, )

disobeyed is infinitely worse than

oS £

silence in - the face of disorders. =

Tuesday and Wednesday there
were mass demonsirbtiong  of

workers singing the Internationale
and .carrying red flags, strikes, -
killings - of -fascists, storming “of

fascist headquarters and houses,.
meetings of outlawed politic:
parties, and at least one assault on

_a prison (in Milan) to reledde ™"

political prisoners. Only after all —
this ‘came the announcement, Wad-
nesday right, of the dissolution of '~
the Fascist party. Thursday there ‘
were demonstrations in, Milan and

Turin (at least) with plagards de-"

manding peace; and. the first re=" -

Milan) to disperse under threat of
soldiers. armed witll submachine
guns—but with' the order to ﬁré
never given in the face of the fdct
that “demonstrators had allowed
it to be understood from their

.. attitude that they wanted this test

of power”  Friddy thousarnds”of
workers successfully stormed "the *-
Cellari jait in Milan and released

_200_political prisoners, soldiery fe- -

fusging to obey an order to fire upofi-+
them; and the movement spread fo'-

" ported order to demonstrators (IR

TTALY : First Phase of
“the Revolution

By Felix Morrow .

of France, The fascists then' did ™~



_were

Genoa -where port workers were.

marchifg tndér red Hags. 1In the

faté of all this the Badoglio ré¥imé
Sould orily think of sitting tight at
homé .aznd, brogdcasting ig qther
countries that ifié demonstrations
“ entirely misunderstood”
abroad: ‘‘They dre merely expres-
sions of patriotic enthuaiasm,
loyalty to the House of Savoy and
confidence in the new government.”
This iz the muttering of people
overwhelmed by events.

THE CLASS NATURE OF
FASCISM

This faltering planlessness of the
Ttalian bourgeoisie deprived it of

. its one. opportunity to confuse the

picture of its real relations with

fascism. The King and the army .

hierarchy could have  staged 2

palace revolution * overthrowing™

Mussolini and imnmediately issued a
manifesto ’ dutlawing the Fascist
party, freeing political prisoners
voiding anti-Jewish laws, legalising
political parties #nd” trade unions,
newspapess, meetings, ete. This

manoeuvre would have made it .
possible for Roosevélt and ‘Churchill -

n capitalist regime with

‘some shiow of: plausibility.

As it actually transpired, how-
ever, the ¢ircumstances. of Musso-
lini’s departure have provided the

international working class with an.

irrefutable proof of the nakedly
capitalist. nature of fascism. The
transition from fascism to “anti-”
fasciam took the form of a mere
change of cabinets. That is, a

change within the existing frame-

work of the state. According to a
law adopted December 19, 1928, the
power to name a new Prime Minis-
ter was vested exclusively ‘in the
Fascist Grand Council, with the
Crown merely approving its choice.
Yet the Crown did not even have
to violate this law in order to name
Badoglio; instead, the TFascist
CGrand Council, by overwhelming
Inajority, voted to ask the King to
name the new government, i.e,
voted to - dissolve, itself!
‘arrangement throws: the most
glaring: light on- the fact - that
fascism is an instrumentality of

. capitalismi, to be utilized or dis-

pensed with as the interests of the
social order of private property
require. The demoeratic rights
which the masses are wresting for
themiagtvey in the streets and fac-
tories of Italy, and which the
Ttalian bourgeoisie will tomorrow

formally recognize, are seen to be

.. and the. laboug, lgkeys to support .

.

This -

WL N
the achieVement of the miagsés
themselves. ... = = . .
__This. Musselini’s dismissal pro-
¥ides a defihitive answer to the
debate of oVer two decades Eoni:
cerning the hafure of fagcism: I
is the answer-which Trotsky teught
the vanguard workers throughout
these dark yegys: “ For the mono-
polistic bourgeviste, the parliament-

ary and Fascist regimes repregent -

only different vehicles of dominion;
it has recourse to one or the ofiher,

depending upon the Rristorical
conditfonst” ) .
THE REAL HISTORY OF
- WASCISM

. Class loyalty reaches acrosg the

battlefronts: _the U.S. press and
radio are expending millions of
words absolvihg Italian cepitalism
of responsibility for fascism, taking
their ~cue  from General Eisen-
hower's July 28 declaration that
“We commend” the House of
Savoy for ousting Mussolini. Let
us take ag an example the long
editorial in the August 1 New York
Times, and examine its two prin-
cipal falsifications of the history of
Ttalian fascibm. .

1. Not cap®stism but revblution '

is to blame for fascism:

“ From a historic perspective it
represents a nationalistic oounter-
revolution . against the ' inter-
national revolution of Commun-
ism, and wherever Communism
rears its head Fascism is botihd
to appear.” o
It is true that the Italian prole-

tariat was part of the great post-
war revolutionary wave; the
Socialist Party grew. from 50,000
members in 1914 to 216,000 in 1919,
the trade uniong from 320,000  to
250,000, and under pressure of the
magses - the Socialist Party voted
adherdhce to the Third International
and trade union leaders partici-

pated in the Congress of the Red -

International of Labour Unions.
Peasants seized
workers, climaxing a series of great
struggles, occupied the factories in
September 1920, - o

What was the situation of the
Fascist party during this revolu-
tlonary wave? As yet it had no
mass bage. Mussolini did not dare
as yet to attack workers’ head-
quarters. At this stage’ the petty-
Bourgeois masses either followed
or sympathized with the advancing
workers, and awaited the “trans-
formation of society. In a. word,
fascisni was no denger during the
stormy rise of the Italian workers’
movement.

land. and - the

T
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Tt was fiot the fascists who de:
Failed that movement. It was the
reformist 1éadership of tite Socialist
Party and the trade unions. In:
stead of going on to seize power,
they turned back, evacuated the
factoriés i fgfur_-ﬂ_. for paper com-
cessions, and left {He friasses
without hope of a radical change.

Only then was Mussolini able to
recruit masses of petty bourgeoisie
and lumpen-proletarians who still
wanted a change and were deluded
by the pseudo-socialism of the
fagclsts.. There was no longer
danger of a revolution (the Com-
munist Party was only being
formed at this time) but Big Busi-
ness and the landowners decided
to use precisely the opportunity of
the retreat of the workers’ move-
ment to smagh it altogether. They
provided the funds, the army pro-
vided arma; and the church hier-
archy sanctioned - collaboration of
the Catholic “Popular Party” with
the fascists under the ~ slogan
“regtoration of public order and the
suppression of ‘socialism.” In
November 1926 -came the first
fascist assault (in Bologna) on the

~digsoriented, disappointed #nd pas-

sive workers, and two years later
the “march” on Rome.

At the Fourth World Congress of
the Comintern, December 1922 after
Mussolini became Prime Minister,
Zinoviev put the situation sue-
cinctly: “The reformists declare

.that they wish to spare the workers

the unnecessary sufferings of the
revolution. ~ Well, the revolution
has not taken place, but many of .
the workers have fallen, as victims.”

Likewise in Germany the fascists
were not a serious force during thé
revolutionary wave of 1918-1923;
not until the world crisis began in
1929 and the Social Democratic and
Communist parties again had their
chance to lead the masses to over-
throw capitalism but failed to do
so; not until then did the petty-
bourgeois masses turn to the Nazis.
This transition is indicated by the
votes for the Nazis: 809,000 in 1928,
and 6,401,000 in September 1930.

One of Trotsky's greatest contri-.
butions to- Marxist theory, in the
very last article he wrote, formu-
iates this process as a social law:
. *“Both theoretical analysis . as
well ag the rich historical ex-
perience of the lasi quarter of a .
century have demonstrated with
equal force, that fascism s egch
time the final link of a specifie
political . cycle composed of the
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-convey  the
.« capitatists Jived ta regret it:
¥ - *“But ghough wjt found, support
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following: the gravest crisis of

capitalist society; the growth . of
~ the radicalisation of the working
class and a yearnng for change
on the part of the rural and
urban petty bourgeoisie: the ex-

treme confusion of the big bour-

geoisie; its cowardly and treach-
~ -erous manoceuvres aimed at avoid-

ing the revolutionary climax; the

exhaustion of the proletariat,
growing confusion and indiffer-
. €nce;
social crisis; the despair of the
petty bourgeoisie, its yearning for
change, the collective neurosis of
the petty bourgeoisie,” its readi-
ness to believe in miracles; its
- readiness for violent measures;
the growth of hostility toward
the proletariat which has de-
ceived its [the petty bour-
geoisie’s] expectations. These
are the premises for the swift
formatlon of a fascist parly and

*its victory.”*

2. Having falsely - blamed the
revolutionary wave, rather than its
decline, for the victory of fascism,
the Times goes on to concede -the
fadgcist connection with Big Busi-
ness—but concedes it only to
thought .that - the

from both the army and Big
Business as a meahg of splitting
the revolutionary movement of
the Communists, fascism 'soon
declared itself a law unto itself,

"and praceeded to seize power by

_ineans of violence exercised by
gangs of thugs tolerated by the
‘gquthorities. It ended up as a
totalitarian party, ~ which took
over the whole state, established
4 one-party, one-man rule and

proceeded to take control of the

army the workers and all busi-

ness.

We can list only a few of the
deliberate falsifications of the
Times. The gangs did not “seize
power” by violence. The present
King named Mussolini as Prime
Minister, a step urged by the heads
of the Banklng Agsociation und the
Federation of Industry. From 1922
until 1926 Mussolini ruled in a
coalition with the parties of Big
PBusiness and during this period

‘the gangs and the state extirpated

the workers’ organizations. As
he succeeded in thils task, Musso-
1ini also rid himself of the plebeian
‘masses of the PFascist party who
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the aggravation of the .
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were demanding~cs®rying out of his
anti-capitalist promises. During
1923 tens of thousands of fascists
who had taken part in the march
on Rome were expelled ;3 second
purge took place IH" 1925- 26; a third
in 1929 when the* federatmn of
fascist “unions” wasg dissolved. The
fascist “squadrons of action” were
incorporated into the state militia
in 1923, and the nex.“year staffed
with army officer§ while plebeian
elements were weeded out. The
faseist- youth organization, the
Opera Balilln, lost its autonomy
‘and became 2 milltary organization
contirolled by the army and under
army regulations. By these means
Mussolini subordinated the fascist
movemsent to theé rapitalist state,
and not the other way around as
the Times pretends. As the years
passed the pettjbourgeois masses
lost their illusions
fascism would do for them and
dropped away. . The original
plebian elements were replaced by
the 'upper classes.

The nature of this process was
formulated by Trotsky in 1832:
“Fagcism, become bureaucratic,
approaches very closely to other
forms of military and police dicta-
torship.” The dictatorship leans
inerpasingly lege. an’" the original
plebeian masses ana evér

the traditional repressive forceg of -

the capitalist state, the army and
the police, control over which was
never lost by Big Business.
Indeed, is not .this fact made
obvious by Mussolini’s dismissal?
As an editorial the day afterward
in the conservative New York Sumn
of July 26 put it rather indiscreetly:
“For who can firg g dictator? Not

" a weak king. Not a noh-existent

parliament. Only a stronger dicta-
tor can do it. ' So the Allied world
will have searching questions to

- ask cpneerning those who have

taken charge of Ttaly.”” But the
Sun and the “Allied world” hastily
dropped these searching yuestions,
for -to answer them would be to
confess that the“stronger dictator,”
the army angd police of ‘he capital-
ist- state, were a]ways Mussolini’'s
master. -

The capitalist nature of fasclsm,

proved by Trotgky over and over

again, was never admitted by the
labour lackeys of capitalism, nor
will they admit it-now in spite of

- the decisive. proof of the Italian

events. .. .
One can understand their present
“theories” about fascism best in the
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light of their previous ones. Both
the Ttalian and German Social De-
mocracy and the liberals coajured
it away by dismissing it as a “post-
war psychosis.” In ‘emigration,

 they did all they could to blind the

Turopean proletariat to the danger.
Nitti wrote in 1926: “Any fascist
“enterprise in the countries which
havé reached a high degree of
edonomic civilization would only be
a vain experiment . In Germany
‘the democratic partles and the re-
public are sohdly established.” Don
Luigi Siurzo assured the workers

in 1927 that “a March on London, -

Paris or Berlin” was impossible.
The German Social Democrats,
through their theoretician Decker,
proclaimed in 1929: “Fascism, in its
Ttalian form, corresponds to Italian
condmons The organiZed strength
and- highly developed political
education of the German working
class, as well as the relative weak-
ness of the non- -proletarian ‘masses
in Germany in comparison - with
Italy, make such a brutal crushing
of democracy impossible in our
country . . .* Stalin’s thebmetician,
Martynov, echoed the samé theory
in July 1929 at the Tenth Plenum
of the Comintern: “Fascism of the
pure type will be our chief enemy
“only in backward and semi-agri-
cﬁ'ltural soune Contradicting
this ! theory * but ‘nevertheless
coupled with it was the- Stalinist
designation of the German govern-
menis preceding Hitler as “fascist”
and of the Social Democracy as
“social-faseist.”*

When these theo_ries collapsed,
‘he Social Democrats and Stalinists

-~invented different but equally false

theories. They joined in advoct-
ing - the Popular Front to save
democracy. It saved French
capitalism from the revolutionary
wave of June 1936 while the de-
composl_tlon of French democracy
continued until the = “democrat”
Reynaud handed over power to
Petain. In -Spain the Popular
Front, repressing the masses in
order to save private property, and
serving as accomplices to the “non-
intervention” maneuvers of Paris
and - London, made - possible the

- victory of Franco.

‘Now the Stalinists, Social De-

* The references for these quota-
tions ~ will be found in the
conoluding = chapter of - Daniel
Guerin’g "‘Fasclsm and - Big Busu-
ness,”
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mocrats and liberals justify support
of the war as a “fight against
fagcism.” To do so they must
ignore the fact that the same
capitalist class, under varying his-
torical conditions, can rule by
fascism or by democratic forms.
To admit that fact would be to
admit that democracy is in no way
an issue in the conflict between the
imperialist powers.

THE NEXT STAGE IN ITALY
The counter-revolutionary con-
sequences of . these reformist
theories of fasclsm will soon be-
come visible in Ttaly (and in
Germany). The ecounter-revolution
will be waged under the slogan
“‘Down . with  fascism.” The
capitalist and reformist definitions
of a fascist will be so formulated
of the
fascist regime during the past 21
years—the monarchy, the . church
and army hierarchies, and to
absolve, above all, the capitalist
clags. Only the _revolutionary
Marxist party will summon the
worlkers and peasants to put an end
to the capitalist system which bred
fascism and which was served by
fascism and which will again resort
to fascism.

EGYP

The following Extracts from a
letter just received from Cairo are
of first class importance and de-

‘monstrate the growth of the World

Communist Movement—The Fourth
International:

“0Of the Egyptians I have con-
tacted some acknowledge them-
selves as Trotskyists, others do not,
but still take up our position. They
number about a dozen, and werk in
a group in Cairo. The ‘membership
of this group is about 50, is dom-
inated by Stalinists and ran a
fortnightly review in Arabic (Cir-
culation about 800—not. too bad
considering the fact that only 13
millions are literate; this figure in-
cluding the foreign minorities).
The friction in the group came to
a head after the dissolution of the
Comintern and resulted in the
“ Trotskyists ” controlling the
review, from which the Stalinists
have withdrawn support. (The
press censorship is very sirict,

© wars.

-provincial and local officials.

W. N.

The revolutionists will have the
truth on  their side, confirmed by
the living experience of the Italian
and German masses. The very
first week afte®. Mussolini’'s dis-
missal the Italianm masses demon-
strated that they have -recovéred
their will to struggle and are de-
termined te decide their own
destiny in a way that will forever
put an end to fasc¢ism and capitalist
Nevertheless, the revolu-
tionary developments of the first
week cannot be iaken ag indicative
of the uminterrupted " tempo to
come. ~ Nazi aimies are inside Italy,
U.S.-British forceg are about to
enter. Military occupation will in-
evitably slow the revolutionary
tempo. But aiterward the occu-
pation will become a new source
nf revolutionary ferment  as it did
in . Nazi occupied Europe. A
foreign yoke is even more intoler-
able than a domestic one. " Nor
will it be lightened by the AMGOT
policy of ruling through the Italian
Even
Sicily, where the masseg had nol
risen, the August 2 New York
Times reports: ‘“The real anti-
Fasecists here do not ‘like that so
much.. Appaiently they had ex-

o
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however, with a - corresponding
effect on the policy of the review).

One of the comrades has been
imprisoned twice:-his “line” during
interrogation was similar tfo
Canon’s.* He has now been re-
leased after 10 months’ imprison-
ment — pending  trial. Another
comrade recently received some
material from the Mexican section,
It is needless to mention how
welcome is any literaturs to these.
comrades—and most of them
understand English, They have
contacts throughout the Middle
East

The press censorship here is quite
ingenious—mo blank spaces must
be left, even after having been
censored, so that the public will not
know that anything has been
censored. 4
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pected the whole Fascist set-up to
be swept away, but that is impos-
sible and will be so throughout
Italy.” The masses who have been
killing Fascist officials will certainly
look upon AMGOT as a device for
crushing the revolution and per-
petuating the hated officialdom.
The Ttalian masses will face occu-
pation just after they have risen
to their feet and feel their own
strength, in contrast to the dis-
couraged and apathetic condition of
the workerg in France at the time.
the Nazis marched ir.

At the " beginhing of the war,
Trotsky wrote the Manifesto of the
Fourth International on “The Im-
perialist War and Proletarian Re-
volution.” For four years we have
had the imperialist war. Now, the
first stage of the proletarian revo-
lution iz beginning, as the Italian
events demonstrate. Trotsky was
murdered by Stalin before he.could
see his prediction come true. On

_the third anniversary of his death

we are already permitted to see
that his revolutionary optimism
was based on th: most scientific

" analysis of the course of events.

August 2, 1943, F.M.
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rotskyism

About  the affair in the Greek
armed forces (reference to rank
and file mevement in Greek army
against reactionary Fascist-Mon-
archist officers) in the Middle East
last March—the leaders of the
“revelt” were disarmed and are
now in concentration camps. Tong
live democracy! . .

In today’s “Egyptian Gazette” is
a report of a speech by Bevin
against “Trotskyites . . . who im
their eirculars and literature were
against the war . .."” ete:, ete., ete.
—but doubtless you have already
read it. ]

The Egyptian comrades send you
their greetings.”

* (J. P. Canon’s evidence under
cross-examination in Minneappolis,
VU.8., frame-up trials of T.U. leaders
and - Trotskyists 1941—published
under the title “AN A.BC. OF
TROTSKYISM” by W.ILL. at 6d.
— Ed.) i
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