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THE SOURCES OF OUR
INFORMATION

Tt is important’ for the advanced
American workers,
tho facts about that is now ha ppeEn-
ing in Itfz.lv to realisé that al% pre-
sent sources of information are ex-
tremely meagre and unreliable. This

Tact in itself has political implica- -
tions and it is instructive to exam-

. ine these. sources of information.

Of the dispatches in the bourgeois
press here, the anly intelligent ones
were" those “from or based on the
writings of the neutral Swedish cor-
respondents residing in Ttaly; bhut

- the Badoglio censorship put an -end
to that after the first week.

" border are ebviously written by men
ighiorant of the political composition
of the anti-fascist movement For
example, they refer to “Ginstizia «

leerta.”_,'the Justice and Tiberty -

. group (néw in the Action Party) as
the ‘‘left wing coalition of all the
parties’’; - designate” -right-wing
trade wunionists -Hke Buozzi - and
Amadeo as ‘‘anarchists’ and ‘‘lib- -

hungering . for-

“do not consider it

The-

~dispatches since then from the Swiss -

- “Giornale
here August 17, obviously indicating .

‘eral socialists’’ (in reality the “lib-
ceral  socalist .revolutionary move-

ment”’ is the name adopted in the

.récent period by left-wing Justice

and Liberty -groups); speak of the
Stalinists as. “e‘{tlomlsts . when
actually they are on the right wing
of the movement;

transmit the’ texts of such party
documents as do come into their
hands-the important. Manifesto of
the Socialist Party was published in
“Libera Stampa’ of Lugano (Swit-

‘zérland)) but appears never to have .

been sent to the press here.

To the crimes of omission and
commission. of  the reporters in
Berne, one should add the policy of
their editors and of the 0. W.1. here.

There is much interesting material -
. transmitted here by thée O.

W.I. and
released for publication. but which
is not printed. Examples: a letter
from Benedetto Croce, the liberal
philosepher, published August 10 in
‘d'Tealia’” . and released

his belief that the. workers want an
end to capitalism_ “and his fear that

civil war is. coming; salmost daily

and apparently.
important to-

" reports of freeing. of Well-khown

workers’ leaders; the rather aston-
ishing text of the August 16 decree,
which goes so far in a demagoglc
attempt. to conciliate the masses as
. to*confiscate (on paper) *‘‘the real
and personal property belonging. to
persons .who, having filled public
‘office and exercised political activ-
ities during the’ perlos fram October
28, 1922 to July 24, 1943, achieved
a rapld and large increase in their
-estate for which justification is not
1endered the -official Stefani news
agency’s frank and almost daily ad-
missions .of big strikes and thefr
effectweness Do these omissions
of material available to them indi-
cate that the bourgepis newspapers
are -going even further then the
0.W.I. in concesling.the depth. of

" the revolutionary ferment?  In ad- -

dition, 0.W.1. itself does not make
" public certain material which - it.
gathers, particularly statements and
documents of the "workers’ parties .
‘in Ttaly which indicate fear of the -
reactionary  consequences of an-
Anglo-U.8. dictated peace. - So
muck for the limitations of bour-
geois sources of informmtion.

AND,.THE D
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The Stalinist press is the only
other one which receives telegraph
and wircless dispatches from abroad.
At first glance these Berne and
Moscow dispatches seem very use-
ful; they purport to give the state-
ments and activities of the five prin-
cipal anti-fascist parties, said to be

functioning ,in a close coalition;.

however, as we shall soon see, we

‘can take them only as expressing
i the Stalinist line, and not even as

indicative of what the Communist
Party workers and sympathisers are
actnally doing.

The dishonesty of the Stalinist
press reports arc matched by the
conspiracy of silence of the Social-
Democratic press: the ‘“‘Jewish
Daily Forward”’, and its child, the
“New T.cader’. - They have access
to 0.W.I. material from which we
are shut off, and undoubtedly have
also received certain material from
the Socialist Party of Ttaly. But
they do not publish the fact that the
Ttalian party does not take their
line of 100 per cent support of the
“‘democracies’’, nor ~the undoubted
fact of collaboration between the

-Sodlalist and Communist parties—

the latter fact does not comport
with backing the Antonini-Generoso
Pope bloc.* “Nazioni Unite’’, organ
of the republican ‘Mazzini Society,
has perhaps even better sources of
information than the Social Demo-
crats’ (some of its principal figures
went ‘‘abroad” some time ago, it is
announced, which means with
Washington’s coflaboration), but is
often silent about matters embar-
rassing to Washington. The Social-
Democratic Italian-language weekly
“La Parola’”, does not go along
with its brothers in supporting
Generoso Pope; but like them is an
apologist for Washington. The
Italian-language anarchist papers,
relics of a dead movement, havesno
aventes of information.

Such are the extreme limits of our
present sources of information. One
might, of conrse, take the little
authentic information and, in the
manncr of the scientist reconstruct-,

a pre-historic animal from a few -

hones, attempt to provide a com-
plete reproduction of the present
situation ‘in Ttaly. TUnfortunately
the analogy with the anatomical
sciences is only a metaphor. In
1931 during the first months of the
Spanish  rvevolution, there was
neither. war nor censorship and
letters came with some regularity,
vet Trotsky was constrained, in

© writing from Prinkipo about the

events, to say it was like playing
chess blindfolded.
we are in the position of not know-
ing the value or the disposition of
many of the men on the Italian

" spread propaganda’’,

At this moment .

WwW.L N.

that we must attempt to analyse

the events in Italy: ,
THE ELEMENTAL MOVEMENT
OF THE MASSES

Spokesmen of the various politi-
cal tendencics .are. claiming credit
for the revolutionary strikes and
demonstrations but, with all due
consideration of the activities of the
underground groups, the stormy
movenlent of the masses bears the
marks of an elemental movement
from below.

What was the actual state of
organisation of the «a{ltirfasc]st
parties on the cve .of the fall of
Mussolini? A pamphlet dated Sep-
tember 1942, written by. spokesmen
of one of the principal tendencies,
the Action Party -and the Justice
and Liberty groups, spoke of ‘‘wides
an under-
ground press ‘“‘on an unparalleled
scale’’, "the holding of political
meetings. “combat groups formed
in nearly everr town and village.
and “a strict co-ordination of all
these units.”
Action Party in italy, one should
note that these claims were made
by emigres here and not in its
underground press.) Similar asser-
tions were made by the Stalinists.

If these claims were true. then
it was a new phenomenon in history.
All other revolutions which have
broken out under conditions * of
illegality of workers’ organisations
have been elemental movements of
the preat masses without benefit of
organisation. Czarist repression was
not totalitarian: between 1912 and
1914 the Bolsheviks had a legal
press under a thin disguise, and

~even during the war there were

legal workers’ fraternal (insurance)
societies; yet we know how small
were the underground parties of
Russia on the eve of Febhruary 1917,
and how little influence even the
Bolsheviks had on the revolutionary
strikes and the insurrection which

“toppled the Czar. . Likewise in Ger-
many in 1918 where the Spartacists

were illegal but many close to them
were in the legal Independent Soc-:
ialist Party and the revolutionists
had at their disposal part of the
apparatus of the legal trade unions,
the November revolution was essen-
tially an explosion of the masses
undirected by the parties. Tt is
unlikely that, under the conditions
of totalitarian repression in July,
the underground parties had ach-
ieved by July 1943 more organis-
ations than the workers’ parties in
Fehruary 1917 and November 1918.

The years of underground propa-
ganda and activity are, of course,
not only the indispensable means
of training cadres for the future

chesshoard. It is within these limits * mass parties, hut are also a leaven

(In Justice to the -

" here,
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among the masses as a whole. But
it is. significant that the Actien
Party’s underground press, sole
source of information about a great
strike in- March of this year of
50,000 Turin workers, makes no
claim that the party led it. We
have certain rueful admissions of -
the class enemy, as in the Pope’s
speech of June 13, when he com-
plained that revolutionary handbills
were being distributed and ‘‘propa-
ganda is circulating . . . especially
among the working classe, that the
TPope wished the war.’”” But these
facts do not mean that the under- -

‘ground parties led the mass move-

ment” in the great strikes of July
26-28. All underground’ experience
hitherto indicates that the party
cadres which are actually organised
are too small; when the revolution-
ary situation develops, to assume
leadership of the mass actions.
Among the leaders whom the work-
ers throw up for the first strikes
and demonstrations are individual
party members, but neither the
situatidn nor previous preparation
enables the latter to act as part of
their organisation. If that was true
of the best organised revolutionary -
party in history in February 1917,
it was undoubtedly far more true
of the reformist and centrist parties
of Ttaly. )

After the mitial explosions create
broad areas in which the parties are
enabled to come above ground and
operate semi-legally under the pro-

tection of -the mass movement, the

masses come moré and more under
the contfol of the parties.. The
small “cadres emerging from the
nnderground are clothed with mass

* Indicative of what the Social Demo-

- ¢rats consider fit to_ print is this inei-

dent. The day_following Mussolini's
fall, the “New ILeader”’ wired several
persons for statements, . among them

Murgaret_Dg Silver, -the widow of Carlo
Tresca, Her statement . sought faithfully
to interpret what Tresca would have

‘said at this moment: he would not be

“pnaware of what the Allies would be
up to in the matter of suppressing any
real revolution, And he would have

Jfought aguinst the enemies of ‘the re-

volution. Muybe that iz why he is not
For the fact is that the”ex-fascists
whe_are scrambling on to the New Deal
bandwagon are the most serious threat
at the moment, including such meople
here as CGlneroso  Pope and straddlers
like LaGuardia. . . Maybe the people of
Italy, if thoy succeed in their terrible
struggle, will be the ones to do the job
of avenging Carlo’s memory, the job
which people in America seem incapable
of accomplishing, fo our disgrace.” De-
snite its request for her statement the
“New Leader” refused to publish it for
“reasona of the welfare of our o tre
mevement."”” Murgaret De Silver’s an. rer
waa: “I should have known that a paper
willing to push aside any implied ciitic-
ism of the New Deual’s prosecution of the
war, and a naper that takes Genernso
Pope seriously. wanld not nrint my in-
terpretation of what Carlo Tresca would
ng_w be thinking of the Italian situ-
ation,
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- principal parties.
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recruits. We can well believe the
report from Berne in the very first
days after the fall of Mussolini that
thousands are joining the Socialist

: Party daily; it is undoubtedly true

ag well of the other parties. But
speedily though the parties grow in

- a revolutionary situation, much of

the mass movement, strikes, demon-
strations, clashes with police and
troops, etc., still occur undirected
from. above. Workers in a given

city achieve results which, perhaps,-

not even . a revolutionary Marxist
party, thinking in terms of a nat-
ional and international perspective,
would advogate attempting. A typ-

ical example of this appears to have -

oceurred in the Italian city of Como,
according to a dispatch from Zur-
ich: . i .

“ . . . municipal authorities .of
Como had announced their city
wanted nothing to do with the

war and ‘henceforward will be a.

hospital - town,” open only for
-“charity. - ) .

«All factories in the city work-.

g for the Italian Army have

. been forced to ceage prodyction,”

and all froops, including Army

staffs, have been removed from -

the town.” (*New York Times’

August 27.)
The audacity of it—one city decid-

.ing to quit the.war and putting the

army. out!  Bloody - reprisals by
Badoglio would be ‘certain—if the
city remained isolated,

As the masses strike, demonstrate
and clash with the police and mili-
tary, learning the extent of -their
strength by action; the masses in

one city notifying, as it were, the .

masses  other cities of their readi-
ness to join together to destroy their
common oppressors, they also learn
the limitations of their. elemental
movements. Despite all they have

. done, the war still goes on. The

masses become increasingly aware
ofe the need for something more:

- really co-ordinated action on a nat-

ional seale, and ‘a definite plan to
fight for peace and freedom; the
need, that is, for a general staff of
the. masses, a party, More and
more the further _unf’)lding of the
revolution ‘will depend on the part-
ies, their Pprogrammes and their
immediate slogans, and their re-
lations with each other.

What the various parties are at
present advocating is extremely
difficult to ascertain
However,
we do know the programmes which
these parties advocated during the
preceding years.
outline of the physiognomy of the
What follows is
based not only on the relevant liter-
ature -but on discussions with in-

- test.
to. grant the econemic but far-.
. reaching demands of ths workers
from the-

Let us attempt an’

. W. L N.

formed persons representing or ad-
hering to the various parties. °
The parties will make their way
into the masses. now primarily
through the older workers and agri-
cultural labourers who ;: remained
loyal to the socialist and communist
tradition and experience of the pre-
fascist period. No new_parties are
emerging as yet. The_reason for
this was cxplained by the Founding
Conference of the Fourth Inter-
national {(1938): *“Tt is extremely
difficult for workers in fascist
countries to make a choice of a new
programme. A programme i3 veri-
fied by experience. And it is pre-
cisely experience in mass movements
which 1is lacking in countries of
totalitarian despotism.’”’ ‘Neverthe-

less, the significant body of experi--

ence which the party cadres had
with their parties during the fascist
period is likely to speed the develop-
ment of new partics. Perhaps -the
best basis for analysing the parties
i8 to sketch briefly the history of

‘the movement since the last war.

THE FIRST CHANCE:
SEPTEMBER 1920

The Socialist Partyy emerged
from the war as the sole party of
the workers and agricultural labour-
ers, thanks to the fact that, unlike
most of its sister parties of the
Second International, it did .net
turn chauvinist. During the Turko-
Ttalian war in 1912, the party had

. expelled some .chauvinists; others

seceded in 1914; the party main-
tained a semi-pacifist anti-chauvin-
ism, as a result emerging in 1919
with great prestige, growing from
50,000 members in 1914 to 216,000
in 1919 while the party-led trade
unions grew from 320,000 to 2,250,

- 000 (the figures are Zinoviev's at

the t(lme). In 1919 it voted adher-
ence to the Third International and

its delegation participated in the -

Second © Congress
1920). , o
But within the party remained a

{ July - August

reformist wing led by Filipo Turati, -

and opportunist trade union leaders;
and the party leadership resisted ex-
pelling them despite the insistence
of the Comintern. Vacillation on
this question proved to be fatal to
the revolution. . .

In September.1920 came the great
‘When the employers refused

{including workers’ control-of pro-
duction), they occupied the factor-
ies. In Turin and other places
occupation was followed by the
workers continuing production as if
they were forever finished with the
capltalist class; attempts to oust
the workers failed; barricades were
erected and the workers prepared

8

.

for civil war. Serious ohservers of
various political tendencies agree
that the Socialist Party had suffi-
cient authority among the workers
and peasants to carry the strike for-
ward into a political general strike
and a snccessful insurrection. True,
Ttaly had no coal and little bread,
and would have had to face outside
capitalist intervention at a moment
when Soviet Russia was still- fight-
ing Pilsudski’s armies and the Ger-
man_revolution was lagging. But
revolutions must be made when the
masses are ready, and cannot be
postponed to await. improvement of
external conditions., 'There - were
risks; and defeat would come in the
end if the Italian revolution did not
create a response elsewhere in
Europe. But the situation in all
Europe was revolutionary.
all,. the alternative to making the
Ttalian revolution was to let the
masses down, to deprive them of
the hopé of a fundamental social
change, to abandon them to passiv-
ity and demoralisation.. Subsequent
history proved that those were the
only alternatives. :

The reformist leaders of course
opposed the road of revolution. The
outstanding leader of the party,
Serrati, returned from the Second
Congress in Moscow at the height
of the revolutionary crisis. The
pressure of the reformists plus his
own vacillations turned the tide.
The party permitted the trade union
leaders to awrange a ‘‘compromise.”
As the workers retreated, the
bourgeoisie regained self-confidence
and the fascists whom it financed
pressed forward. Tt was only after
the evacuation of the factories that
the fascists gere able to rgcr"uit
‘en a mass scale.

There is considerable evidence to-

prove that the revolutionary ele-
ments in the party, on the basis of
patient and pedagogical criticism of
“the party leadership’s conduct dur-
ing the September struggle, could
" ave won the great majority of the
party. A few months later, how-
~ever, at the Livorno Congress early

(in 1921, the left elements premat-:

urely split away, under the leader-
ship of the ultra-left anti-parlia-
mentarian ‘Bordiga, to form the
Communist Party. After they left,
the Livorno Congress -adopted a
resolution stating: ‘The Congress
reaffirming its adherence %o . the

. Third International. hereby refers.

the entire conflict to tWe coming
Third (Comintern) ' Congress and
pledges itself in advance to abide by
. and execitte its resolution.”’

continued affirmations of loyalty to
the Comintern ohscured the funda-
mental lessons of the period. The
split* shifted the relationship of

Above

v

v The.-
. hasty split in the face of the party’s -
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forces in the party in favour of the
reformists, and the Communist
. Party did not grow appreciably.
.This was the paralysing situation
during the critical period hetween
_spring 1921 and Mussolini’s assump-
tion of the premiership in October
1922, L . o
That same month Serrati at last
expelled the reformists at the
party’s Rome Congréss; the reform-
tsts, now. attempting to find a
modus -vivendi with Mussolivi, were
now quite willing to  go, openly
boasting that they had stayed in the
party to, prevent the revolution.
Sorrati. now sincerely sought to
_bring the party back into the Com-
intern; on .December 31, 1922 it

accepted the decisions of the Fourth

Comintern Congress for re-unifica-
tiori; and, indeed, for some_ years
thereafter continued to proclaim its
desire for a united party adhering
to the Comintern. Actually, how-
ever, .during those years the party
kept moving to the right in the
‘demoralised . atmosphere after the
" fascist victery. .Serrati had no
cadres to back him comparable to
those outside i
Party; in the leadership he stood
well-nigh alone; his associates
(Pietro Nenni, whom he had given
-coutrol” of the - party ' organ,

“Avanti’”’, Angelica Balabanoff ete.)

‘had " hardened into a centrist cur-
rent which snccessfully opposed him.
They ousted - Serrati from control
and.he returned alone to the Com-
intern (he died in 1925). ~
Meanwhile the infant Communist
Party, while formally abandoning
its anti-parliamentarianism and op-
position to democratic and partial

demands under Comintern pressure,

il gractice failed tosfollow the policy
of nnited fronts against the fascists.
The net result was that many work-
ers, however critical of the Socialist
Party, could not see the formalistic
intransigeance of the communists as
a real alternative, This fact. was
recorded in the generil ‘elections. of
April 1924 when, as ‘noted by #he
Comintern . “Inprecort’” (it proved
to be its last months of honest re-
porting), the Socialist Party proved
- it still had the support of hundréds
‘of thousands:of workers and peas-
ants.. .

THE SECOND CHANGE: TRE
- MATTEOTYI CRISIS

Then came the second great test
of  the, Socialist "Party, when .the "
murder of Matteotti .by the fascists -

precipitated a profound crisis: last-
i The
- fascist regime was isolated. Against
it appeared arraved wellinigh all
Italy; a considerably part of the
bourgeois press joined' the socialists
and communists in the - outery

Party

“ition.

- Party during the crisis?

in the Communist .

~lysed hy intervention ¢
“rising Soviet -bureaucracy in Mos-
One will search in vain in the -

~W. I, N.

against the regime. ' The bourgeois-
democratic parties, the Popular
(Catholic) = party, the Socialist

socialists
party) formed the Aventine coal-
"~ But the anti-fascism of the
coalition was. limited. to parliament

and journalism; Mussolini skilfully’

let them exhaust the ferment and
themselves * in_ tatk—then - began

systematic repressions again.in 1925 .

and outlawed the opposition parties

in 1926. TIts faillure to seize. its
second chance left . the Socialist
Party discredited in the oves of

millions of workers and peasants.

. But where. was the Communist
Tt was
still small, thanks to the premature
split; but, according to the claim
of “Inprecorr”’, in the 1924 elections

1t -had polled more votes in toost of

the industrial towns (except Milan)
than the Socialist Party, clecting 17
deputies. ~ ' True, the communists
correctly refused to enter the Aven-
tine coalition, branding it. as a pur-
veyor of -democratic illusions when

fascism could be overthrown only by

violenee; true, the communists also
by various formal proposals attemp-
ted to draw the soecialists out of the
coalition and. "into a proletarian
united front for a seneral strike,

etc. But upon closer examination
it 18 clear that the Communist

Party was alveady then being para-

cow.
Comintern documents of 1924-25 for
a. serious analysis of the Ttalian

“crisis and the tasks of the com-

munists: it was- the - period when
Zmoviev was leading the “struggle
against Trotskyism’’ and ‘“Bolshe-

visation of the parties’, i.e., among -

other things purging them of the

revolutionists who would not submit
to the Soviet burcaucracy. - Tn the- -
‘most crucial weeks of the Ttalian -

* crisis, articles m “Tnprecorr” con-

demn Bordiga for . . . “dofence of
Trotskyism’’. The last legal Nat-
ienal Conference of the Commimist
Party of Italy, in January 1926, is

- occupied with the crushing of Bor

diga; instead of a sober analysis
of the lost opportunity of 1924-25

- it prodiices boastful reports of parts

progress ~ in  “Inprecorr’’. The
party’s previous reputation for im-

" practical intransigeance now merges

with the stigma of narrow-minded
intolerance of dissident but genu
inely revolutionary, loyal and mor.
ally impececable communists.
In'_emigration the leadership of
the Socialist Tarty split in the late
'twenties, Nenni and others re-
nniting with the unitarians (re-
formists) to call themselves the

Socialist Party and. return to the

Second Tnternational.

and the . rightist unitavian -
{Turati- and Matteotti’s

‘position; its
was indicated when it turned chau- -

from the’
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The . others
{Maximalists) lived-on in exile after
a fashion, publishing ““Avanti’” in
Paris, and vanished as an organised
tendency when the war broke out;
their one remaining group today, in
Argentina, is anti-war. The Social-
ist Party of course came out for the
“democratic’’ war and its.Tondon
delegation is indistinguishable from
the most -chauvinistic sacfal-demo.
cratic exiles. . . :

A -minority under the leadership
of Pietro Nenni, close collahorator
of the Stalinists in the Spanish. civil
war, * defended - the Stalin-Hitler
pact and took up an. “‘anti-war¢
Stalinist’ inspiration

vinist after June 22, 1941. Nevor-
theless, its “anti-war’ -position
until then appears. to have beén
more _ akin - to. the, revolutionary
sentiments of the socialist workers
in Ttaly and the Nenni group sained
a certain prestige during that per-
iod. When the majority leadership
was bottled up and prevented from
functioning in Vichy France, Nenni
claimed to speak for the - party,
comsummating various “pacts’’ with
the Stalinists. At some point the
majority appears to have declared
the expulsion of Nenni who now,
however, emerging -from. a short

“stay in an Ttalian prison, is pre-
.sented  by. the Stalinists as the

official spokesman for the Socialist
Party. This claim is central to.the
Stalinist picture of a five-party
coalition whese line is indistinguish.-
able from that of the Stalinists.

THE SOCIALIST PARTY TODAY

However.. the actual line of the
Socialist Party in Ttaly today ap-
pears to he somewhat different, not
in basic principles, hut sufficiently

“im formulation and direction to belie

the Stalinist picture,

The Stalifiist line is 100 per cent
for unconditional .surrender - to the
“‘democracies”. and ™ complete .un-

critical support of them as “‘liher-

ators’’; silence on the guestion of

- overthrow of the menarchy as an

institution; “‘removal”’—not over-
throw—.of "Badoglio, and “abdica-
tion' of Wictor Emmanuel, i.e.,
replacement by another king: '

The Socialist Party, .on the other
hand, issucd a Manifesto a week or-
so after . Mussolini’s fall. "which
speaks quite. differently. The text
Wwe have is incomplete, but the cuts

dn it (and the translation) were

made by a pro-Ally source, heneo

.the differences with the Stalinists

may be even ‘more pronounced in.

. the unavailable original. The trans-

lation states: -

“l. A major factor in the politi-
cal crisis which precipitated Musso-
lini’s overthrow was the opposition
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~does nop mean. the
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‘of the large popular masses to both
dictatorship and war. . Wascist lead-
ership had crwnbled under - the
popular -insurrection, = A
majority of the memhers domprising
thé Fascist Grand Council became
; and - ‘opportunity
shrank from- the danger of any in-
ternal” revolutionary apheavals  as
well as from the consequences of a
military defeat’ by sacrificing an

already discredited - dictator, - along .

with some of the symbols of fascism,
and by turning their power over to
the military caste.  There was no
dynastic hand " in ~the foregoing
movemoent: the fascist King merely

obeyed the injuuction of a fascist

‘majority..-

“2.  The Badoglio - goverpment
liguidation of
the fascist dietatorship. It merely
represents the exireme attempt to
save the monarckial state, the om-
pire "and' the present “social struc-
ture. “ Behind the facade of militarv
dictatorship are gathered mahy ele-
ments vital to fascism;: some of
them have been strengthened. The
Badogho dictatorship is - fascism

_minus Mussolini . .

“3. Tn_all the fundamental pro-
blems nnderlying the Italian crisis
there really exists the closest solid-
arity amonyg top ranking military,
the dynasty, the capitalist and fas-
cist leaders. Badoglio cannot give
the. people anything else, Badoglio
served Mussolini  Tlogally “during .

. twenty-one years of fascist tenure, |

- ©“The " attitude of the Socialist”
Party before the new government
cannot therefore he doubteéd: we arc
as emphatically -opposed to this new
government as we were to fascism.
-4, Some .avncient liheral and
conservative elements to whom Bad-
oglio has entrusted the management
of all Jeading Ttalian . dailies and
other public offices in an effort to
simulate a return to constitutional
rules.~and regulations, wete never
part and parcel of any popular anti-
fascist movement. . . Dynamic lih-
eraliswi in our country today. is re-
presented by those daring elements
who are continuing in the tradition.
of Gobetti and Rosgselli. With: these
elementy the Italinn Socialist Partv
is eager to collaborate both in the.
strunggle aimed. at  the
llquidation of whatever is left of
the fascist party, as well as to-
morrow in the reconstruction of an

‘Ttaly which is truly democratic in

a modern sense.’ )
5. Tt behoves us to fix 'in the

mind of internatipnal opinion the.

true chdracter of the demonstrations,
and the strikes staged sinee the
overthrow of Myssolini. Ior those
J r
movements were not the result of
any despaiv or mutiny bhcécause of
war horrors, but rather the clear-
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cut manifestations of sheer rejoicing
on the part of a people who had
“findlly emerged victorious over their
internal enemy . .. When 1t hecame
apparent’ that Badoglio was com-

mitted to a continuation of the war, .

and in safegnarding as ‘much of
fascism as “possible”under the cir-
cumstances, then all* popular de-
monstrations  and  accompanying
strikes surged into a resumiption of
the fight until complete victory is
won over the internal enemy.

6. The Socialist Party is avow-
edly committed to the immediate
gessation of the war. This, however,
is. not to he construed. that the
socialists will later accept just any

kind of peace terms; nor does it -

mean that the socialists will accept
any kind of ahuse without. protest-

ing or reacting against it. Through-

ont this war we asserted most ener-
getically the independence of eur
political struggle from that which
certain nations have been waging
against fascism. ~ We shall not tire
“from vindicating the rights and vital
interests of the Italian people, even
if this should mean hcing at odds
with the ruling ciceles of the United
Nations. . . We do not hesitate to
* state most franklyv that the Italian
fascist monarchy deserves a demand
for unconditional surrender from its
adversaries. ». But we appeal to the
democratic forces of British, Amer-
-ican and Russian public opinion,

with whom we feel-morally allied,

‘and ‘urge nwpon them at the peace
conference the representatives of
democratic and republican Italy be
summoned,. and with them terms be
discussed as based on the pledges
contained-in the Atlantic Charter.

“7.  Recent events . have once

“again proved tht ineapacity of the .

old Italian ruling class to establish
any relations other than those of
*brutal force and terror between

itself and the Ttalian people as a

whole. . The historic task confront-
ing us all iy the setting up of a
demacratic republie in Ttalv,

“8. In order to unite all efforts )
in the prosecution of the:struggle

and etve them maximum efficiency.
the Socialist Party proposes that all
other opposition, groups begin im-
« mediately their work of propagarida
and, . in view of the general strike.

prepaie to achieve the - following,
objectives: liberation of all prison:

ers and. political internees: cessation

of the war; suppression of the man-

archy; freedom of the press; politi-
cal organisatien along
lines.”” -

It is:clear the docrmment remains
within the limits of bonrgecis demo-
cracy and supnort of the . “‘dema-
cratic’’ ‘war. Nevertheless, it differs
with the Stalinists in (1) calling for

.the overthrow of the monarchy—

the “democracies’™;

) JTealiarn text of the Manifesto..
syndicate

which is en{irely unacce'ptablé to
C (2) suspecting
the peace aims of “‘the ruling circles
of the United Nations' ; (3) making
the distinction of ‘“4he independ-
ence of our political” struggle from
that whlch certain nations have
been waging " against fascism'’ ;%

- (4) seeking close collaboration only

with those  ‘“in the tradition of
Gobetti and Rosselli”’—which nieans
principally the Action Party and
the Justice and Liberty group—and

“only perfunctorily referring to unit-

mg its efforts with other groups.
Particularly significant is that it is
hikewarm not only to collaboration

with the Stalinists but also to the

oppositional - Catholic  demacratic
groups; this indicates that the
latter are not. considered a serious -
force today, for the Socialist Party

-would be unlikely, with its perspec-

tive limited to a bourgeois-dema-
cratic republic, to have any prin--
cipled' reason for opposing collahor.
ation with the Catholics. -On the-
other hand the Stalinists,. sceking to

- remain within the limits acceptable

to Rooseve].i'- and Churchill—includ-
ing retention of the monarchy—
make much of the Catholics and
ather - rightist-democratic eléments
as part of the ‘‘national fromt,” in
order, as in Laoyalist Spain, to use .
them as 4 conservative .counter-
weight against the workers’ organ-

_isations.
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Thus, in certain ways, the re-

. formist Socialist Party today “ap-
- pears to the left of the Stalinists

Once again the policies of the Com-
munist Party make -possible the
continuned preservation and indend

" growth-of the Socialist, Party which,

I turn, is certain to play no less
a reactionary role than Stalinism in
the further development of the re-~
volution, S

ACTION PARTY AND
. '"JUSTICE AND- LIBERTY »

The victorv of Mussolini in 1925
starkly illumined the bankruptey of
the traditional socialist snd deino-
cratic. parties and the impotence of
the. Communis+ DParty; and inevit-
ably gave rise .to. a- widespread -

Yearuing among’ intellectuals and
stundents for something “‘new?’ iy,

a.-nti-fagaism,f As might be expected

* As we 20 fo press. the Sentember

“Nazioni Unite”’ publishes the com»letflz

. tex hers are
two  significant additions n'otT in Hrs
Farglich translztion - the Allies are Anal
eribed as fighting the fascists “for ‘othar
reasons”’ than those of the talian anti- ~
fascists: and.a neragranh. is devoted :to
exolaining that the miljtars defzat is so’
complete that it is impossible for o wrn -
xovernment to -fight on for a better .
peace.  We can_ be sure this - reflects
widespread sisnicion of the war and
beace aims of the “democracies.’”



é B
the ‘“‘new’’ turned out to be verj‘
old indeed. Individual terrorism,

expression of the despair of the -

petty-bourgeois democrats, appear-
ed: there were at least four at-
tempts to assassinate Mussolini in
1926. -“Combat organisations’’ of
students sprang up. Ln Sardinia,
Emilioc Lussu founded the Action
Movement, with no other ideology
than armed. violence against fascist
armed violence. - Carlo Rosselli,
Gaetano Salvemini and other estab-
lished = illegal 'newspapers
preached ‘‘offensive and not defens-
e action’’, in other words without
a serious perspective. The nature
of this tendency has just been sum-
marised very well by Nicola Chiaro-
monte: .

‘“Kor these men, irrespective of
their political credo (and many of
them, at the beginning, would
have been embarrassed if asked

to give a strict actount of their

id_ias), the first and fundamental
ac
nene but themsclves and of which
only their intimate friends were
awuare, never to give up, never to
have anything in common -with
‘them’. 'the second act was, whken
they- came to the question of
‘what to do’, a full realisation
that no matter how many people
regarded them with sympathy and

respect, they were essent:iaﬂy' 180-.
‘Eingelgaenger’ who didn’t.

lated.
even know where they were going,
but only what they were going
away .from.”’

" Their desire to oppose. fascism

was expressed in various heroic but
futile gestures and between 1926
and 1929 thousands of them joined
the. - communist workers. in the
JDrisons.  Hapecially dear to their
hearts were the spectacular air-
plane flights of Bassanesi and Dolei

over Milan in July 1930 and of

Lauro de Bosis over Rome in 1931,
dropping revolutionary leaflets; and
various riew attempts against Mus-
solini’s life. But, as Chiaromonte
adds, the efficiency of the repression
began to make itself left:
“Until then, the question had
“been ‘how to do it?’ Around 1930,
for many people, the most dis-
tressing problem became ‘what to

do?’ meaning by that, what to do

that could make sense in a situ-
ation in which as the regime be-
came stronger and stronger, the
people- felt increasingly helpless
and frightened, and the ground
for any kind of effective political
opposition seemed completely to
disappear.” = (‘“New. Republic”
August 30.). o
~ Meanwhile, up to about 1928, the
Communist Party had been correct-
ly explaining to these people that
“offensive action’’ under the given

which .

was a mute oath, given to -
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- conditions was an absurdity. The

necessary task was to train cadres
in Marxism, firmly grounded groups
of leaders, who would understand
that patient and slow methods were

required to gather the vanguard of

the workers together, sink roots In
the masses in the factories and on
the land, and prepare for the inevit:
able financial or military catastrophe
of the fascist regime, or a revolu-
.tionary explosion elsewhere in Eur-
ope, which would create. the oppor-
tunity for overthrowing the regime.
The Marxist perspective, as time

passed, . showed itself infinitely
superior to the spectacular buk
pointless gestures of “the petty-

_bourgeois rebels, and more and more
of the youth turned toward the,
Communist Party,

Precisely at. this juncture came’
the ‘‘third period ”* formulas from

Moscow: -no united fronts with

- other gpposition groups; character-

“isation of the socialists as “social-
fascists”, anarchists as “‘anarcho-
fascists’, etc.; and a perspective
identical with that with which the
petty-bourgeois rebels were tiring

and turning away from: “offensive’” -

action. Had Moscow deliberately
sought to perpetuate the independ-
ent existence of the confused petty-
bourgeois anti-fascist movement it
could not have invented a more offi-
cacious device than the “‘third
period’’, = T

This “left’’ turn explains the re-
newed vitality of .the petty-bour-
geols movement, which found its
main. organisational form founded
by Carlo Rosselli and Emilio Lussu
after their famous escape from the
Lipari Island prison in Augnst 1929,
Tts first manifesto condemned the
“constitutional-moral” limits of the
anti-fascism of the traditional part-
ies, and declared itself to be “‘a
revolutionary =movement, not a
‘party”’, ‘uniting republicans, social-
‘ists and democrats”, to fight for
“liberty, the.republic, social just--
~ice’’. As if finding it necessary to

explain how. a movenient with such

utter poverty of ideas could play a
major rofd, the latest official history
of *“Giustizia e Liberta” writes:
“Although the anti-fascist tombat-
ivity of the Communist Party at-
tracted many youth, its attack of
depreciation - against the other op-
positions and against that same. cul.
ture- (civilta’) the destruction of
which
surrection of moral conscience and
‘new revdlutionary functions, pre-
vented the Communist Party from
assuming the function of complete
successor of the oppositions.”’* :

* “Movimentg di Giustizia ¢ Liberta’,”.

June 1943 Manifesta of the North Amer-
ican Federation of G.L., 1133 Broadway,.

New York,

was provoking a mational in- -
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This movement was sufficiently
dangerous’ to the fascist regime to
impel Mussolini to assassinate Carlo
Rosselli near Paris in June 1937.
Despite its confusionism, the move.
ment had important insights. Dur-
ing the Ethiopian crisis, it was the
only tendency other than the Trot-
skyists which insisted that anti-
fascism should net support sanctions
by the ‘“‘democracies” against Ttaly
but should base itself on internal
struggle against the regime. Many
of its best comrades fell in the civil
war in Spain, where the - Italian
anti-fascists became. legendary for
their superiority in combat with
Mussolin’s conscripts; in a confus-
ed way but in the correct direction
it protested against the conservative
“defence of the Spanish repyblic’”
based on dependence on the ‘“‘demo-
cracies’’, and called for independent
“‘defence of the Spanish revolu-
tion’’. When the ‘“‘left” line of the
““third period’” was followed by the
Stalinist crimos of the Popular
Frontist period, it hardened the
determination of the elements
around. “Giustizia e Liberta’” to _
steer clear of Stalinism, although
politically they stood not far from
the Stalinists then, and again when
the Nazi invasion-of the U.8.8.R.
swung the Stalinists back to the

+ ““democracies’®,

It is known that now thé groups
of ““Giustizia e Liberta’’ have enter-
ed the Action Party founded by
Lussu, himself a founder of the
former organisation. Tn 1931 Trot-
sky characterised this general fend-
ency d4s left-democratic, with its
nearest counterpart, perhaps, the
Social Revolutionaries of Russia. -
During the last ten vears it has

. taken on a little more socialist col-

ouration, perhaps, but remains
“classless”, i.e. petty-bourgeois,
- with considerable overtones of old- .
fashioned national patriotism. Its
principal immediate difference with
the Stalinists is probably on the
< monarchy, which it continues to in-
sist on overthrowing. '

THE STALINIST LINE IN
ITALY TODAY.

As  reported . in  the - ‘¢ Daily
Worker’’ and the weekly <“I’Unita
del Popolo’, the Stalinist line is
breath-taking i its crudity. Tt~
is reported jin Moscow’s ‘‘Inter-
continent. News”” (I.C.N.) _dis-
patches from Berne as ostensibly
the line of an illegal radio, “Milano.
Liberta’, speaking for a five-party
coalition (the others are Secialist,
Action, Christian democratic  and
“Jiberal reconstruction’’); and un-
doubtedly there is a certam amount

- of collaboration since ‘all the parties
-limit themselves to the perspective
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of a bourgeois-democratic revolution

but . we have no right or. reason to .

take the Stalinists’ word that the
others share responsibility for the
formulations attributed -to the
alleged coakition. = -

In the crucial eleven days between
Mussolini’s dismissal on July 25 and
August 4, the Stalinists did not call
for the ousting of ‘Badoglio and the
king. On the contrary, they praised
them for dismissing Mussolini:"

““We greet all those who, un-
derstanding the will of the nation,

helped ban the tyrant by action -

from-the top.”* * (“Daily Worker,
July 28.). : -

"Those who protested an Anglo-U.8.

deal with Badoglioc werc answered

as follows by .the foreign expert; -

James S, Allen: .
“Badoglio is a new phenomenon.
He is not Petain. = He is »ot
Darlan. : :
“[e is not only the Badoglio of
the Ethiopian campaigns . . .

“He is the man who in this

transitory but swift .and decisive
_ moment of pational resurgence is

confronted with the imperative

national will for peace . .

“Civil war can. be avoided if

Badoglio makes peacg . . .

“Thug, to raise the slogan of .

‘No deals with Badoglio’, under
_.any circumstances, even if this
_wonld mean knocking. Jtaly qut of

the Axis immediately . . . is to

hefuddle the whole issue.” (Daily

‘Worker, July. 31.). .
The same Allen had to explain, five
days later: i

““When it became clear that

Badoglio simply was playing for

time . . . the approach towards

the Badoglio government of both

the Allied governments and the.

anti-fascist front in Italy chang-
ed. The five-party coalition firss

increased direct pressure upon the .
regime and when this failed to

produce results called for its
overthrow.” .  (‘ Daily Worker,
August 5.). ) o
The word ‘‘overthrow’’ was thus
used for a few days, and there was
aven an 1.C.N. dispatch from Berne
of a call to “arming the people.”’
However, another I.C.N. dispatch,
this time much more authoritative

because from Moscow, corrected the -

hot-headed Berne reporter and est-
ablished the precise line as follows:
“The next day (August 4) the
opposition launched the following
slogan—‘removal of Badoglie, the

abdication of the King.and the’
formation of a national govern--

ment for peace.’”  (“Daily
Worker’’, August 23.). o
And this has been, the Stalinist
line since then: removal-—not revol-
utionary overthrow—of  Badoglio.

and abdication of the king, i.e., not
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the end of the monarchy but re-
ptacement of Victor Emmanuel by
Lrown Prince Umberto and his
nominating someone else for Bad-
oglio’s place. oo
‘'he sarme Moscow dispatch ex-
plains why the Stalinists at. firsy
“did, not project an immediate veto
of the King and Badoglio’’, because:
“jt would have been folly to
place as their chiet objective. on
vhe 26th the struggle to over-
throw Badoglio--and force the
King to abdicate. Nobody wouid
have understood such a slogan.
“‘fn’ the eyes of the xnost en-
lightened people, the King and
Badoglio secmed to have been
Mussolmi’s -grave-diggers.”
As we have seen, ““the most en-
lightened  people’’ included the
Stalinists, with their praise of Bad-
aglio’s ‘‘action from the top’’ and
his role as “‘a new phenomenon’’.
The principsl function of the
“goyernment for peace’’ would be

unconditional . surrénder to the .

AnglosU.8. forces, who aré recom-

mended by ‘Milano Liberta’” as-

tollows: . .
“Ihe democratic countries de-
mand nothing of the Italian
people, nothing of the Italian
" .nation
the capitulation of fascism and its
accomplices . . Therefore, the
democratic 'armies who are ad-
vancing with this programme are
our, alfies, our friends.”” (*'Daily
Worker”’, July 30).
It is bard to_believe that these
dispatches describe the line as it is

‘actually purveyed to the bombed

warkers of Milan. . In all probability
the formulations of the dispatches

arc for %oreign consumption only,.

for whatever the Stalinist function-

aries are, they are not so stupid as:

to repel the masses whom they seek

to influence. Not that the line as
actually carried out in Ttaly is less .
treacherous; but it is probably

more clever.

THE GONTRADICTION IN
ITALIAN STALINISM

.Jt must be recognised that Stalin-
ism is not-only attempting to be-
tray the Italian revolution, but has
a powerful capacity to do so. Un-
doubtedly the principal political
cadres in the proletariat belong’ to
the Communist Party. The party
has the prestige of having borne
the brunt of the underground
struggle, as” a bitter. opponent of
Stalinism has recentlv testified

““‘Bnt, for. all the barrenness of
what was going to be their vari-
ous ‘lines’ in the following years,

for all the absurdity of their tac-

ties, for all the "hatefulness of
their discipline, nobody can deny

.. . What they demand is -

7.

to the men in Ttaly who called
themselves Communists the hon-
our of having been the most stub-
born, unflinching and ruthlessly
persecuted of those _confratern-
jties of stolcs who guarded for
twenty years the future of the
Ttalian people.”” (Nicola Chiaro-
monte, ‘‘New Republic”’, Aug. 30)
Tt could not fail to be. so. nder
fascism the Communist Party mem-
bers and sympathisers .could mot
learn the truth about the counter-
revolutionary role of Stalinism else-
where; nothing comparable took
place in Italy where Stalinism al-
ways- remained in opposition t6 the
regime; and of course they would
not believe what they read in the
fascist press. To.them the party

" remained the Lerninist movemert it

had been in 1922, One should add
the fact that‘the Cemintern’s party,
always able to finanee activity and
literature, was far more attractive .
to -underground activities than the
Socialist Party which secured only
oceasional starvation rations from
its sister parties outside. '

But-if upon emerging from under-
ground, the party has the best
cadres of the proletpriat at its dis-
posal, that is not to_be recorded

as a source of.strength for Stalin-.

ism for an indefinite period. Unlike
the functionaries who in emigration
becamne corrupted and willing tdols

of Stalinism, the party ranks who

remained to suffer in Italy are not

- Qtalinists, Indicative of the maoral

calibre of the lfalian communists
is the fact that even as late as 1931, -
when the apparatus of all the other
parties of the Comintern had been

‘completely  Stalinised, there could

still .be. an important’: split in the

Ttalian leadership on-‘the question -’

of Trotskyism.: Three members of
the . Political Committee—DBlasco,

Feroci and Santini—became Trot-

skyists. — - & o ovo. i

- One-could not expect “their ex-
ample to be followed by the ranks,
for they had. access .to outside in-
formation and political = literature
which the aversge - underground
member could not have. -Even more

“significant, - theréfore, is jle- fact

that many - cpmmunists, though

“failing to learn the true cHaracter

of Sfalinism, ' developed- a- strong
distrust of - the Comintérn through
their experiences with “it. : Orders
from - Moséow or TParis, “issued by
light-minded hureaucrats trying to
““produce’’, often résulted’ - dis-
astrous - consequetices. - Typical
enough of the 1930’s is the appear-
ance of a Comintern functionary in
an industrigl city ‘with: leaflets-eall-
ing for a general strike. : The small
local cadres of the party, painfully
built over a period of yedars: would
protest that. the leaflet. distribution
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would mean nothing except the de-
struction .of the party cells, but
would carry out. the order. . -Seized

and_imprisoned for long terms, they

would . compare experiences with
other communists: the party cells
in. Mussolini’s prisons, as in those
of thg Czar, were schools of Marx-
ism. A discussion would lead to
general agreement of a communist
cell that the Comintern orders had

0 wrong in a given instance;

" that would in turn lead to deeper

‘probing into the Comintern pro-
gramme for Italy. Thus the jails
trained many communist dissidents.

. Those who had the moral courage

to. fight fascism would not knuckle
down to what they helieved: wrong
in the party. Some of these were
expelled or left, but perhaps even

" more. of them were still in the party

" gates, the fresh forces we have at
‘the .present ‘time,  the fact that we
are - meeting when  the . campaign

when Mussolini fell. ‘
Thus there is a deep contradic-
tion within the Stalinist organis-

ation. On the one hand it is cloth-

ed with great moral prestige. On

“the othgr hand those who provided

it with that moral credit are un-
likely to go along with the Stalinist
policy as’it changes from the oOppos-
itionism of the past 21 years to

-

_thing to

" and the U.S.
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support of an Allied-sponsored re-
gime. 8o long as.the struggle in
Italy remained underground. Stal-
inism could ideutify support of the
‘‘democracies’” with the struggle for
peace and freedom of thé past de-

cades But it .is .a very different "
paint the Anglo-U.S..

forces as liherators when AMGOT -

is already operating in Sicily (not
to speak of what will happen if it
attempts to rule the advanced
workers of nerthern Italy as it rules
the. Sicilian peasants!); and when,
Roosevelt ‘and ' Churchill find their
Darlan—perhaps Badoglio himself—
and insist on retention of the mon-
archy. - T

There is-a small percentage of
members_in countries like England
who have stayed with
the Communist Party throughout
the course of its degeneration. One
-must remembor, however, that they
adapted themselves to Stalinism
over a long period of time: Trotsky
seemed mmd to them when he pre-
‘dicted in 1928 that Stalinism ~would
end in chauvinism. In Ttaly, how-

-ever, in many cases it will he as if’

a communist of 1922 would be con-
fronted with the ' Stalinist Jine of
1943. One can predict. with con-

. masses.

~
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fidence that the cadres of the new
revolutionary -Marxist party . will
come from among these communists
and the youth they will train.. -
“There - should. be - no :illusions:

“Stalinism will ‘wreak -great:  havoc

before it is overcome. But in ad-
dition to the fundamental contra-
diction in the ranks of the ,party
which we have noted, it'is also im-
portant to realise that neither this
party nor the other parties as yet
control the mass movement. It .re-
mains ‘in large part elemental and

-explosive. Before Stalinism succeeds

in_channelising it, the movement
will in all probability topple many
things and “create an arena -of

"workers’ democracy in which the

revolutionists breaking with Stalin-
ism can fight for the minds of the
After 21 years of totalitar-
lanism, there will he widespread
resistance among the workers to the.
Stalinist ottalitarian methods. Diffi-
cult days Ite ahead for the. revoli-
Stalinist- totalitarian methods. Diffi-
ities of success. Ahbove all they. and
the revolutionists everywhere on the

- continent have on their side . the

terrible urgency of transforming the
European shambles into the Social-
ist United States of Europe. .

. Ur Tasks in the .
~Coming Revolution

 Speech of TED

“I think that the Conference to-
day is proof of the fact that we
have travelled guite a good distance
since our last Conference of 14
months ago. The number of dele-

against Trotskyism on the part of

~ the bourgeoisic seents to he on the

order of the day—all this indicaies

“the gravity, and the necessity for

ourselves, as the vanguard, if “we

" are to be the vangnard of the work-

ing class, to take stock of the poriod -

through which we- have passed in
the last 12 months, and of the days,
and years, momentous ‘days and
years, which we believe lie aliead of
us in the coming period. :
This document sets out to put, as
Comrade Trotsky has expressed it,
to put in the plainest and mast con-
densed form possible, the. basic

. itself.

principles -aund basie ideas, the

ander-Iying counreptions that form

our theoretical understanding, and
our  theoretical “attitude - towards
world events, and towards the tasks
-of history which are posed in front

e

of the working class, and in fronb .

of all toiling humanity at the pre-
sent time. . S .
The Conferences which ‘we hold

are mot at all like the Conferences -

of the T.T.P. and the Stilinist

. Party, which are held at an exceed-

ingly low level, in which agitational
and demagogic speeches are given
from- the platform. We lave to
examine events from a world point
of view, to- take into account the
whole world .movement of- history
We- have to examine our
conceptions, our programme, our
programine. in the light of events,
and on that basis to restate the
fundamental propositions and ideas
of Marxism, 1f, as wo believe, they
.

‘GRANT at the 1943 Conference of W.I.L.

have™been proved to be correct in
that period. - - .
The first point made in the resolu-
tion is the fact.that basically the
conceptions . of Bolshevism and In—
ternationalisim, as devéloped by our

movement, have been proved- correct -

through the .course . of the experi-
cince of the last decades, and in
particular. through the course of the
experience of the present world war.,

" In the last world war, Lenin had to.

reformulate  the .basic ideas of
Marxisin, -and -even harden . and
sharpen ‘them out in.cotrespondence
with the changed relationship  of
forces. . o :

. We know that Marx, in the pet-
jod of -the Franco~Prussian . War
had actually supported one group of
the bonrgeoisier against another
group ‘of the hourgeoisie, because of
the relatively progressive nature of
tho tusks of national wnification
which faced Germany, . but .that
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Lenin looked- gt the first world war
as progf of the fact that capitalism
-was now aun outmoded system, that
it had ceased:to -play a_ progrossive
role in the development of society,
and the development ‘of mankind,
and from that analvsis Lenin and
the - Bolsheviks came to the conclu-

. sion that it was impossible to sup-

port -any group of the boirgeoisie.

We “see that that couception,
which has heen developed by. Lenin
and Trotsky, was proved to be cor-
rect in the events which - followed
during and after the last world war
Tt came at a time.when the prole-
tariat was relatively immature, wus
not yet -in cértain senses subject-
ively prepared for the carrving
through of. the tasks which - society
had imposed on. its shoulders. As
Lenin had foreseen this immaturity
was expressed in the fact that even
in Crarist. Russia, the overwhelming
mass of the people supported their
own imperialists, :

The crime of the last world war
exacted its retribution in- the re-
volution of 1917, and the world re-
volutionary wave ‘which followed in
1917-1921. We know that only the
Russian proletariat succeeded in
solving - the problems with -which
‘they were faced, nevertheless: the
faét that this world revolutionary
wave affected the entire mass of the
population in almost every part of
the globe in .itself was proof of the
fact: that capitalism had become =
brake -on the development- -of the
productive forces, and that it was
nmow the task of .the proletariaf to
inaungurate a new order of society.
The national :state was completely
-outmoded by the «development of
the forces of production.

We know that thé. period . which
followed the last world war, despite
the calculations of Lenin and Trot-
sky, was not followed by a series of
successfnl revolutions, as it should
have been, and that the main re.
sponsibility for the epoch of re-
action, of terrible  distress, of ter-
rible failures for the world prele-

tariat, . rests on the outmaded

. leadership of the working class,- of

the Second International on the
one side, and the “Third Internat-
ional on the other.s

During this period, the armistice
period, we had, for international

socialism, for those who remained "~
true to the tradition of Marsism-
and  Bolshevism, an exceptionally .

difficutt Pperiod, a period when they
were’ swimming against the stream,

when there was no possibility to de
“anything else - but to prepare the

theoretical basis for the formation-

and building of the new Internat-

ional. . We ean sav, in. a .certaim
sense, that mankind has.had to pay

new terrible

slanghter of the peoples, in the last’

four years, as a means of prebaring,
no longer - the material basis—that
has &dlready been prepared in the
decades after the. last world ‘war,

(and a ready world society relative- -

Iy, if not absolutely, was materially
prepared for the socialist revolu-
tion)—that the new defeats and new
destruetion was necessary, in -a
certain sense, becatse of the failure

of the old leadership. of the. working -

class to train and build up. the
-working class to prepare them to
fulfil their historical mission.

" The world bourgeoisie regarded
the war with horror and dismay. It
was -their "absolute impasse which

foreed them on to the road of a hew-

staughter of the peaples, despite the

fact that the leadership.-of the bour-
geoisie recognised clearly the con- -
sequences which would flow from the

-movement in.the direction of a new
world war. - -
As a consequence -of the -teirible
shocks which the proletariat has re-
ceived even with the Italian working
class prostrate, the German working
class prostrate, the greater part of

“the. world faced with terrible. de-
_ feats, when this war began we have

an entirely different psychological
attitude - on the part of the massés

from that at the outbreak of the
Tt “was. greeted

last world - war.
with dismay and distress, newhere
in any part of the globe was any
great enthusiasm for. capitalism
manifested, or any support for the
xuling class, ‘in Britain, Germany
-or-any other country. The masses
of the people had to be dragged to
the slaughter, i
pushed, precisely -. because they
could see no other conrse, because
for the time being, they saw no
other way out than support of their
own ruling class.
The- terrible poriod
through which mankind has passed
.during the last 20 +vears, perhaps
the worst. in the .history
working class, all this résulted in
the degenération of ‘those who id
not base. themselves in .full-on. the

" strength- of the proletariat and-its

forces, these whoe Tooked with irony,
~with distrust, with seepticism 4o.the
proletariat,  The Stalinjsts,

all claimed at one time.to stand on
the. platform of world - revolution;
all turned and pointed teo the ap-
parent apathy and sheepishness©of

the working class, who in the first, .

second, third, and apparently fourth
years of the war. were completelv
passive, N

We know that the Old Man Had'

believed that the second: world war
would not last so long as the first,.
because the revolution would come.
This was falsified by events, and

“October,
~ the

and could- only be -

of reaction -

of the.

the
Labour ledders, the Burnhamites. .

- centration of

sceptics have taken this as 'pi'.o'of
of the incapacity of .the working
class. The revolutionary Marxists,

. although our. forces were small, al-

though we had -been ‘subjected to
the terrible pressure of the react-
ion, in building up pur forces—and .
we can. say that this -war ig a-
result of the. immaturity of the
revolutionary forces of the . prole--
tariat—nevertheless, . we and we
alone- understand  the ‘profound
process of change that: was taking
place within the ranks of .the. ap-
parently apathetic and cowed. work-
myg class, .

Looking - below the. surface, we
can. see that a sirilar process, ex-
‘cept now on a world scale, was tak-
ing place as took place in Russia
after ‘the defcat of 1905. The-revol-
ution-was defeated, :and for a num-.
ber .of years, .reaction .raged. " The i
Bolshevik party and all the forces
of the working class were shattered.
It took a number of years before
they could recover, and hy 1942-14,"
they had moved forward once again
in the direction of the revolution of

So, on a world scale; we can see
same -process -‘taking place
underneath the whip of reaction.
We can see that the mass of the
population - of . the engire. globe. was
pushing forward in. the.direction of .

“:revolution,. that the, events of dhe’

war. were . preparing - the ‘way for a

‘hew. revolutionary upsurge, a. new

swing on the part of the proletariat,
which would dwarf even the wond-

- erful.revolutionary wave of 1917-21.

If we examine the question from
the . point of view of exactly what
forces are at the dispesal of the
bourgeoisie ‘on .a. world scale,” if. we
examine - the question from: the
potentialities which the bourgeoisie
possess - to solve the world crisis,
the death agony of capitalism, what
do we see® During the course of
the war itself, all the forces. are
being speeded up for a mighty waye
of revolt .on the part of the masses: .
War, as well as revolution, . has

“always been the: locomotive. of his- -

tory. . Despite this, . the: bourgeoisie

on a world scale has. been.compelled

to place.the proletdriat . a position
where they can, he revitalised and’
renewed. "Millions of unemplayed,
demoralised - by years - of raactien
and. defeat, have been placed either
into the Army or -into andnstiey.
The proletariat, the living foree of -
the revolution, has’ been  renewed

-and revitalised.in ihe conrse of the;
- war... -

The middle. class,. too .has been
under the impact of war. The con-
capital into "a few
glant monopolies, observed by Lenin
m the. last world war, has reached-
almost- its greatest - pitch in +this.
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Tt is gathering up speed. The
middlé class is being- ruined, not
only in ‘the countries of the west,
but -even in. India. ‘In Germany,
under: the brutal regime of Hitler,
the middle class has been practically
wiped out, the very class. which

_provided a basis for Fascism. In

Britain, an acceleration in its ruin
is now taking place.

" The eontradictions which com-
pelled the imperialists to go to war,
far from finding a solution, "are
actually aggravated. Britain enter-
ed the war to maintain her failing
hold ‘on ‘her émpire; to retain the
markets of the world. . The result

" has been that she has lost every-

thing. That is not only the plight
of Britain. The productive forces of
America alone have increased at

Jeast 30. to 40% during the course

of the war.. The same applies to

"other countries. = For world imper-

ialism it is iropossible to solve the

_contradiction between the produc-
‘tive forces, and:the national state

and private ownership of the means
of production: . Co

“From. a psychological . point of
view,” during the - course of the
fourth year, a turning point has
been reached in’ the war, in the
revolution-in Europe, and we might
add, in the revolution in Britain.
We get. the situation where, after
20 years of Fascism, and the rule
of monapoly capitalism in Italy, in
48 hours the Italian proletariat has
shown its strength, the Italian pro-
letariat has shown its potentialities.
Overnight, Soviets have appeared in
Ttaly, a workers’ militia has ap-
péared, the masges have moved. in-

* stinctively in the channels of re-
* velution. i
break in the chain of world capital-.

Tt is merely: the first

ism. Tt is just the beginning.
Hitler can see the foreshadowing

- of his own -fate in the fafe of
We can see that the:

Mussohni.

~. factors making for the world revol-

ution for the success of the prole-
tariat, has reached @ new stage of
development, far more mature and
developed than 25 yeats ago.. With
the coming fall of Hitler, the re-
volution in Germany, what possible
basis will the bourgeaisie have in
Europe? In all Europe today there
is not one single army, . including
the British, which can’ be . relied
aupon for the purpose of counter-
revolution. In the werld there is
only ‘ome. that can be relied on, and
that probably only for a short time,

"and- that is the army" of American

-imperialism. Every country, eveéry

WL N .t

" geremony than a Balkan principal-

"Furop¢an revolution.

ity would have done in the last
world -war. France and Italy have
changed sides. ~ Every country will -
be defeated.

Even if we assume that the Allies

sncceed with the aid of the Stalinist
. counter-revolutionaries, in imposing

their will on Europe, what will be
the outcome? The American and
British soldiers will- be fired by the
Even today
with all the forces of repression,
at his disposal, Hitler cannot pre-
vent 100 illegal newspapers in_the

small countries of Kurope. How
can the bourgeoisie hold down
Europe? -

“Angd that is not all their problem.
They still have Asia:to -deal with.
There is a psychological prepar-

.ation for revolution-on the part of
“the proletariat in Asia.

Once the
revolution ;begins;, it will spread
from one country to another, from
one continent to another. There is
no possibility . whatever for the
stabilisation of capitalism, on a
permanent or semi-permanent basis.

One of the main factors in the

_ revolutionisation of Europe and the

workldl- is the wonderful resistance
and victories ofs the Red Army,

- victories for the ideas of the Oct-

ober Revolution, testimony of the
strength of October which still re-
mains in Soviet Russia today. These
victories, which world imperialism
did not count on, pave the way for

tremendous revolutions in Kurope, -

and the overthrow -of the Stalinist
bureaucracy as well.. The revolu-
tion will inevitably sweep over the
frontiers into the Soviet Union, and
the masses there will soon deal with
the corrupt bureaucracy which has
now ‘gone over to.the position of
phre Bonapartism, where they lean
on the military club (*‘Marshal’’
Stalin) and the spiritual club (the

restoration of the Church), based

on the backward masses of the
peasantry, to hold the working class
in check. . :

Revolution for Asia is inevitable.

- In the first stages, in Europe, the

single ‘nation in Europe will be de .

feated. We get the whole char-
acter of the epoch, of the change in
the social relationship, revealed in
the fact that mighty imperialist

" states change sides with no more

gangsters of Stalinism and Social
Demoeracy, who paved the way for
reaction, will inevitably find them-
selves at the -head of the masses.
That is: according to the lawg of
history. . ’ St
Events repeat themselves, in that
sense “we will have a repetition of
events after the last world war, but
now on an entirely different basis.
Tt i3 sura vhat it will not be long-
lasting. The Social -Democrats
split, and prepared the way for the
regeneration of the vanguard in the
Communist International. °
Communist International will be
raised to the erest of the wave in
FEurope—that is the most -1‘ikel)‘

*The .

. -
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development—but the misunder-
standing of the masses that these
people represent Communism  will
soon be dissipated, and the C.P.
will split into pieces, paving the

l

way for the Fourth International.

paving the way for the conguest of
power by the workers of the world.
When.we turn to the situation

‘Britain we see that the British

working class, and we, as its van-
guard, have been excéedingly lucky
i the favourable development of
events. - We can say without a

‘ ghadow of doubt that in Britain

today there is the most favourable
outlook for revelution in any_coun-
try in. Furope; or the world. In
Britain today, all the objectivé con-
ditions ‘ for the possibility of the
conguest of power by the proletariat
are actually in existence  at the
present time. While we are meeb-
ing, weesee a Strike wave . up- and
down the country, and if we are tc
understand thg significance of. the
strike wave, if we are to understand
the significance of the development
of events here, we have to turn our
attention to the developments thab.
were taking place -before the war.
At last year's conference we
pointed cut how alrcady before the
war had begun, the British prole- *
tariat was moving in the direction

of the sicial revolution, was moving *

towards civil. war, and towards the
conquest of power, and we based
this on certaingsmall strikes taking
place at that period. In every single
case, the T.U. hureaucracy, who had
becoms integrated into the capital-
ist machine lost complete control of
the development of events, lost con-
trol of the workimg class. In every

-case, the working class instinctively

took the ‘correct steps. -
The sober bourgeois press at that

-

time, with ourselves, were the onty .

- ones who understood the significance

of these events. Immediately they
issued a warning to the Union bui--
eaucracy that unless they restored
control, unless they could keep their
men in check, then they would have
to resort to other methods. The -

“war itself apparently interrupted

this development of events. In this
war, up.to the present year, we,
have had- Jess strikes, less indus-
trial disputes on the part of the

- working class than took place in

the last imperialist war. There was
a complete lull in the class strug-
gle—or that seemed to be the
position on the surface, but the
very calm, the very fact. that the-
masses were not moving in the dir-
ection of struggle was far from in-
dicating the strength ~of British
Imperialism, that we were in for a

_period of - stable conservative de-
‘ velopment, but. that the period we
were entering was entirely opposite.
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If we cxamine the reason under-
lying, i
class’ was so quiescent, one of the
reasons 1ig that the
of the working class as com-
pared with the Iast world war are
probably much better. At the
other side was the fact that the
rmass of the workers, with their
hatred of Fascism, tould not see
any other alternative, that the
treachery of the Labour bureaucrats
in going over to the side of the
capitalists, and later the treachery
of the Stalinists, imposed excep-
tional difficulties in the way of the
movement of the working class.

But already with the victories
and the improved position of Brit-
ain, we get the situation that the
mass of the working class have
taken the victories of the Red Army
and cven the British victories, as
their victories, in the sense that it

frees their hands for the struggle.

against the enemy at home. It is
an interesting fact that as Britain
has gained. victories, at a time

- when 1n the last war it would have

béen a period of chauvinist intoxi-

cation, the masses *have moved

againust the rnling class. .
Today we have a series of strikes;

the higgest since the general strike

of 1926. The working. cl ass ~is
girding itself for the struggle
against the bosses. The strikes in
Barrow and the Clyde, all this in-
dicates the profound process of
change, the fundamental change in
the psychology of the masses. There
18 not one single industry in which
the working class is not seething
with industrial unrest.
that, the material basis of British
Imperialism is shattered ‘beyond
hope of repair; they are the satel:
lite of American imperialism. As
the ‘workers begin ‘to sense that the

. war is approaching its close, they

are not particularly concerned-about
the struggle agaist Japan, the
masses are preparing for the mighty
industrial sweep which will push
completely into the. background the
struggles of 1926.

On the other - side, the. middle -

class ‘is completely - ruined, and is
éven looking towards the left, look-

- 1ng towards the social revolutioh.

Common Wealth is an indication of
the complete failure of the working
class leaders to give a lead to the
middle class, in their tremendous
push towards the left. That pro-
cess is taking place in front of our
eyes today.
less basis in-the mass ef the popu-
lation than at . any other time -in
history; even during the General

" Strike, they could still rely on a

large section of the middle class.
The middle class is moving to-

wards the revolution. The whole

why the mighty working

conditions

_elections,

Not ouly# -

The ruling class has.

C WL N

character of social relations is

completely changed. For 100 years, *

the mighty Tery Party has stood
like a rock, a rock of reaction, re-
maining while the Liberals were
shattered. - In Britain today, the
basis for conservatism is finished.
It restéd on. Britain’s privileged
position among the nations. Brit-
ain is now a ‘second-rate satellite
of American imperialism, and with

this we see a complete change in

the psychology of the masses. The
Tories are losing support -in bye-
not only m industrial
areas, but also in the rural con-
stituencies! * Tt is possible that in
the post-war * General = Klection,
Churchill might succeed -in getting
a snap victory, and gain a majority
for a National Government or the
Conservative Party:
excluded, but even if that should
take place, it will not alter the
course~of events. All that it will
mean is that the stinggle will im-
mediately assume an extra-parlia-
mentary form. Such a Government
would not last one or at the most
a couple of years.

Even to talk about Fascism.in the -

coming period would be ridiculous.
The ruling class has po basis for

. setting wup- reaction. Tha't
is_if the leadership came forward -

with a fighting policy. The Gallup
Poll “reveals that - there is 2
Lahour majority, ir' spite of the

reactionary policy of its leadership. .

Inevitably the Labour leaders will
be taken by the scruff of the neck,
and thrust into power by the masses.

But the position is even better
than that, because this movement
1s only taking place because the
mass of the working class do not
see
alternative. We. get the amazing

-development of events that there is

‘more hatred for the Union hureau-
crats and the labour leaders, among
the ranks of the advanced- workers
today than at any period: in history
The moment the Yabour Party
comes to power will be already, its
period of decline, of ‘splitting and
breaking np.

‘attitude on the part of the masses
than at any other period in history.
The ‘armed forces are more revolu-

_ tionary, look more to the working

class and socialism than even the
ranks of the working class them-
selves.
expressed in the fact thats in re-

Jlation to the Negro and Indian

questions we see solidarity between
the Army and the working clasy,.

We have a victorious Amy in -

North Africa, and Ttaly, and T say,
yes, Long live the Eighth Army,

That is not

There is more social- -
ist consciousness, a more radical

and do not have any real

, - effect.
That class-consciousness is . ect
- industrial militants.

-the recruiting ground.

i

-bécause that is our army. One of
our comrades has spoken to a num-
ber of people who have had letters
froin the Eighth  Army soldiers,
showing their complete dissatisfac-
tion.” We know of incidents in the
Army, Navy and other forces that .
have never been reported, and that
it is impossible for as to report. It
is OUR Eighth Army that is being
hammered and tested and being
organised for the purpose of chang-
ing the. face of the world. This
applies ‘equally to all the Forces.

" But we have been given an_even

" greater gift than our comrades ‘on.

the Continent. We are far mere
fortunate in the sense that lohg in
advance, before the revolution has
begun, Stalinism has revealed itself
as a dread disease, the syphilis of
the working class. To tens of
thousands of workers, whom we
have not been+in connection with
and are. not in connection with at
the moment, its counter-revolution-
ary - role has heen -revealed hy
its strike-breaking attitude. The
militants = bhave been -inoculated
against this disease. This gives us
an opportunity to train and pre-
pare. The Stalinists will still gain,
but the votes they have are not
votes  for " Stalinism, but for com-
munism, for the revelution. .In the
more hackward
Play a tremendous role in the period
opening up. The LL.P. is gaining
tremendous support as a reflection

“of the radicalisation of the workers.

The I.L.P. will reveal it§ contrist

nature, show that it.is incapable of
facing up to.events, as ‘they have .

already shewn in regard .to the
Italian Revolution. From their
ranks

‘we - will gaih tremendons
forces. . : . :
Industry is the key to the situ-
ation.. Bevin and the Trade Union
bureaucracy  have already, given
te_stimony to -the correctness of our,
point of view, in the fact that
already in' the initial stages of ‘the
Militant . Workers - Committee, they
are threatening acjion against “it, -
and- against us., They .remembér

- the "experience of the last_ world

war. Perhaps even more than ‘their
masters, they have recognised the
anger of such a -movement - for

-them. “Bevin thinks he will destroy

the movement hy. arresting’ and
Dbattering down the “strikers; we
know that it will have the opposite
¢ It is certain that we will
gain our best stipporters amoeng the
That will' be

The most encouraging: and im-
portant point of all—when the war
began ‘we were an ‘entirgly’ ingignifi-
cant sect. No-one noticed or boti-

. ered about us.” We were still ‘in

strata * they will ‘
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the stage of cofhplete isolation, from.

the masses. . That has completely
altered,  Today we are a tendency,
a s1gmﬁcant tﬁndencv in the life
The attacks

. of the Stalinists, the Labour leaders

“held the view expressed

and the bourgeoisie reflect the fact
that our small forces have succeed-
ed, to a, certain extent, in orienting
themuelvés correc tly and integrating
themselves into. the movement of
the working class, - Whether re-
pression will be Jmposed upon us; or
we can succeed in:maintaining ,our

organisation as a Tegal organisatiofn,

and .our leadership without arrest—
in the. long. run- this will not make,
the shght,eat dlfference

Wonderfal ddv . Wonde:ful pos-

. sibilities .open, -up_in front of . us.

You can feel revolution:in_the.air
That . attitude -must pormeate our
Conference. The correciness of our
viewpoint should gwe s Lonﬁdeﬁce

(in- the coming. revolution.

Ww. I. N.

in prepa,rmg ourbe]vcs for our role
‘What-
ever its fate may be, it is certain
that we can, we mu-;t we will_play
our part, anﬂ stamp our ‘tendancy

“as-an influence, as a serious factor
i the s:tuatwn ‘a% an organisation

that will play its part’in the revol-
ution. When, twelve months ago,
we called aur thosm “Preparing for
Power’’, this was not a mad gest-
ure, 'That is the serjous problem
with: which  we "are faced. = The
abjective “sitnation poses for the
British working class the imperative
task of taking cqutrol. We-know
that this will transform’ the sitn-

“ation, - .-

" The British \wrkmg (h% has thé

- finest fighting forces at the présent

time. . Given a fighting lead, they
could . push  the bourgcmsle aside
without resistance. - We koow that

“.the revolution will ‘not be so easy

fate of France will

“representative than
‘year,
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booalm, a[' “the treachery of the
leadership. But “we have the pos-
sibility “of transforming- oursélves
into the mass party of the Socialist
Revolition into "THE organisation
of - the British working class. :

Weé know  thes alternative. . The-
be the fate -of
Britain. ‘The verylife of the prole-
tariat is at stake.: Britain will-be
destroyved if the revolution does not
suceeed. . A great part_of the popu--
lation will be surplus.

. Dur Conference, which is far more -
that of last
has to. go back with  the
enthusiasie . which « understauding
gives, ta prepare to push. forward
ol ‘the basis of our. document,-awxl
pmapare . to | integrate. ourselves -
with the -masses. .of-- the work--
ers, as the only guarantee against
repression, .and- to .prepare the
working class for its historic role in
the coming British revolution.””

From the Arsenal of

Marx1sm

EDITOR’S NOTE:~ The ofﬁcial
dissolution ‘of the Communist Inter-
national comes aimost’ ten years
after the proclamation by Leon
Trotsky that the Third [Internat-
ional was dead as the world instru-
ment for the socialist revolutien.
It was on dJuly 15, 1833 that Trot-
sky wroie. his: theses, ‘reprinted- bs
low, in . justification of -this conclu
sion and the nheed of hundmg the
Fourth -International

* In "his summary. speech before
the titernational - Commission of
inquiry inte the Moscow Trials, on
April 17, 1937,
viewed his pesmon as iollows

“‘in, the course of the; years from

" 1923 to 1933, with respect to . the
_ Soviet state,. ifs leading party and

the  Gommunist International, |
chiselled words: - ‘' Reform, but not

revolution.”” This position was fed

py the hope that with. favourable

the Left
the

developments in - Europe,
Opposition could regenerate

Bolshevik Party. by pacific means, &
the Soviet

democratically ' réeform .
state, and set the Communist Inter-
nationa! back on the path of Marx-
ism. It was only the victory of
Hitler, prepared by the fatal policy
of the Kremlin, and"the complete
inabi!ity-of the Comintern to draw

‘Leon Trotsky re-

‘in those.

any, lessons from the traglc experl-
ence ‘of Germany, which canvinced
me and my ideological .companions

.that "the old. Bolshevik Party and’

the Third International were for-

. ever dead, as far as the cause of

Socialism was concerned.”’ (The
Case ‘of Leon Trotisky, p. 475.)

Trotsky's 1933 theses were sub-
mitted for discussion to the various
sections of the !Infernational Com-.
munist League (the original name
of the Troiskyist organisation) and
were adopted by an overwhelming
majority. Within- a few weeks of
their adoption. a resoiution ‘On the
Need of a New Internationai  And
its Principles™ was issued under
the signatures of the following four
organisations: The internationai
Left. Opposition - (Eoishevik-Lenin-
ist); Socialist Labour Party of
Gérmany (S.A.P.); Independent .
Sncialist Party of Holland (0.S.P);
Révolutionary Socialist Party .of
Holland {R.S.P.). Of the original
signatories to this resolution only
the Trotckyists——mc!udmg a. left
wing in the Dutch parties—con-
tinued - the work of building the
Fourth Internatmnal.

The Russian text of Trotskys
1933 - theses was _first published
under the. signature 6. Gurow, in
the ‘“‘Bulietin of the Russian Op-
positien’’, Nos. 36-37, October,
1933. .The translation by John G.
- ‘Wright "is" a new one from the
original. °
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It Is Necessary to Build

the Communist Parties
~and the International

THE ORIENTATION TOWARD
REFORMING THE
COMINTERN

" From the day it was founded the
Left Opposition has set itself the
task of. Teforming the Comintern
and regenerating tho fatter through
Marxist’ criticism and internal” fac-
tion work. Tn a whole number of
countries,. especially . in (ﬂ"ﬂnd!l\

* the ‘events of recent years have re-
vealed with overwhelming -force the
fatal character of. the policies of
bureaucratic ‘centrism. . But the
Stalinist bureaurracy, almed with
extraordinary resources,
aged not nnsuucsﬁul[v to counter-

" pose its caste interests and pre-
jndices to the demands of historical
development. - As a result.,. the
evolution of the Comintern has un-

- folded not along the line of regen-

" eration but along that of (mroswn
and d]smtemauon

But, the crientation toward ¢ re-
form,”" taken as a whole, was not
a mntmke lt represented a neces-
sary stage in the developtaent of
the Marsist wing of" the Comintern;
it~ provided an opportunity fm
training cadres of Bolshevik-TLenin-
ists; and it did not pass without
leaving ‘its mark on the working
¢lass movement as a whole.
policy of the Stalinist bureaucracy
‘throughout this periad remained
under the pressure of the Left Op-
position.” The progressive measures
adopted hy the government of the
T.S.8.R., which acted to check the
offensive  of Thermidor, were only
‘partial and belated borrowings from
the Left Opposition.
manifestations, but on a smaller
scale, could be observed in the life
~of all the sections of the Comin-
tern.

It shonld be added that the de-
“grec. of dégeneration
tionary ‘party cannot, as a rnle, be
" established @ priori. én the b’lsi‘s of
svinptoms-“alone.  The living veri-
fication of cvents is mdwpensahle

|h{-‘ﬂr‘9t]("l"‘ it was still impermiss-
Able last year to have considered as -

absolutely escluded that the Bol-
shevik-TLeninists. hasing themselves

has man- -

“The ~

Analogous -

~ar, on the contrary,
strangulation of .all sighs of ‘life in-

of a revolu-,

Anew

By LEON TROTSKY

on  the sharpening of the clas<

_ struggle, could succeed in impelling:
the Corhintern to take the road of

actual  struggle against fascism.
The  similtaneous attempt of the
S.AP.* in Germany to assume an
independent posﬁfmn did" not” cxert
any * influence on "the course of
evernts proclsel} because the masses
were waiting in the critical moment
for the political leadership of their
old organisatigns.
the policy of a faction and cducat-
ing its.cadres ou the experience of
this policy, the Left Opposition,
however

of ~the -proletariat, resulting . from
the policy of. centrism, would inevit-
ably acquire a decisive character
and would demand a -draséic review

of our position en the questmn
: f'l(,‘fl(m or party? . :

THE CHANGE oF
ORIENTATION

l‘he most. dangerous thmg m
politics is- to fall captive to’ore’s
own formula whmh vesterday was
appropriate, ‘but s bereft of all
content today..

Theoretically the co]lapse of the
German Communist Party still left
two courses open to the Stalinist
bureaucracy: either a complete re-
view of the politics and the regime;

the sections of the Comintern. The

Left Opposition was guided by this
after
advancing the slogan of a mew party
“for Germany, it still left épen the

_queitmn of the fate of the Comin- -
* tern.
the next few weeks wonld ‘hring an

theoretical possibility when,

It was, however, clear that -

answer ‘and there was far too little

. hope that the answer wonld be =z

favourable one:

~

- fascist congress: in ' Parls

In conducting .

did not hide’ from itself - -

nor from others that a new defeat . congress;

a completo )

Everyt.hlng that’ has taken. place
since March 5 (the resolution of the
Presidium' of the E.C.C.I. on the
situationi in Germany; the silent
submission - of all the sections to
this shameful resolutlon the anti-
‘the offi-
cial line of the emigre Central Com-
mittee of the German C.P.; the
fate of the Austrian Commumst
Party; the fate of the Bulgarlan
Cominunist Party, ete.)—all this
testifies ulcontestablv that not only
‘the fate of the German Communist -
~Party but of. the entire Clomintern
was decided in Germany. .

The Moscow ' leadershlp not onky
has proclaimed as’ infallible the
policy which guaranteed victory to
Hitler,. but has prohibited all “dis-
cussion of what had occurred. And
this shameful interdiction was not
violated, nor overthrown. No nat-
Tonal vongresses no international .
“no_discussions at party
1neet111gs, no. discussion 1in - the
Dpress! An. organlsatlon which was
not roused by the thunder of fas-
cism- and which subinits decilely to
such outrageons acts of the bureau- -
cracy . demonstrates thereby that it
is dead and that nothing can ever -
revive it, To say thjs openly and
publicly is our direct duty toward
the proletariat and its future. ‘In
all our subsequent work it is neces-
sary to take as our point of depart-
ure the historical collapse of the
‘official Communist International.

‘REALISM "v. PESSIMISM! .

The fact. that two parties, the
* Social Democratic and the Commun- -
_ist, ~which = arofe. half-a:century
apart and_both of “which proceeded
from the theory of Marxism and the
class 1nterestu of the proletariat,
could have comeé to such a sad end:
the one through base treachery; the
other through bankruptcv, can en-
gender pessimisticc moods .- even
among’ the advanced” Workers
“Where is " the guarantee that
new. revolutionary selection will not
suffer the same fate?”’. Those who
“demnand guarantees in ‘advance
should in general renounce revolu-
tionary politics.e The causes for the
downfall of the Social Democricy
and of official_ (‘nmmumsm must be

. a
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~  gought not in Marxist, theory and
" mot .in the bad qualities of those

people who applied it but in the
concrete conditions of the historical
process. It is not a question of
counterposing abstract -principles,
hut rather of the struggle of living
soctal forees, with its inevitable ups
and downs, with the degeneration
of organisations, with the passing
of entire generations into discard,
and with the necessity which there-
fore arises of mobilising fresh forces
on a new historical stage. No one
has bothered to pave in advance the
road of revelutionary upsurge for
the proletariat.
halts and partial retreats it is nec-
* essary to move forward on the road
criss-crossed by countless obstacles
and covered with the debris of the
past. ;
" this had better step aside. :
But how explain the fact that
_ our - grouping, whose analysis and

With  inevitable-

Thoseé who are frightened by -

.prognosis has been verified by the -

entire course of events, is growing
so slowly? - The cause must be
looked. for in the general course of
the class struggle. The victory of
‘fasciom seizes tens of millions.
Political prognoses are accessible
‘only -to thousands or ‘tens of thou-
sanids who, moreover, feel the pres-
gsure of millions. A revolutionary
tendency ecannot score stormy vic-
.tories at a time when the proletar-
iat a8 a whole is suffering the
greatest defeats. But this 1s.mo
justification for letting ene’s hands
‘hang.
revolutionary -ebb-tide are cadres
formed "and tempered which will
later be . ecalled upon to lead the
. -mdsses in the new assault.

NEW REVERSES

Those at’g@t)apts‘which were made
* more than énce in the past to create

a “second party’ or- the ‘“‘Fourth
International’”’  emanated from ' the.

- sectarian experienice of ' isolated
groups - and circles - “‘disillusioned”’
with * Bolshevism' and, in- conse-
quence, led each time fo failure.
We take as the point of departure

not our gwn suhjective ““dissatis-
© faction 7’ and- f‘disillugionment’’
but the objective march of the class
struggle. All the conditions of the
development of the preletarian re-
volution - impertously demand a new
organisation of the vanguard and
?mvide the necessary pre-requisites
for it." - o :

Precisely in the periods of -

The. disintegration of the Social -
_ Democracy now proceeds parallel:

with the collapse of the Comintern.
However - profound the reaction

-within_the proletariat .itself, hun- -

dreds  of thousands of workers in
the whole world gannot fail already
- today to pose to themselves the

W.LN.

question of the farther paths of
struggle and of a new organisation
of forces.” Other hundreds of thou-
sands will join them in the near
future. To demand of these work-

“ers, a section of whom left the
Comintern  with indignation, while -

the majority did not belong to the
Cominterr even in its best years,
that they formally accept the lead-
ership of the Stalinist bureaucracy,
which is incapable of forgetting.or

. learning anything, is to occupy one-

self with Quixotism and only to
hinder the formation of the prole-
tariat vanguard. . )

Undoubtedly, in the ranks of the
Stalinist . organisations, will be
found sincere communists, who will
pgreet with fear and even with in-
dignation’ our new . orientation.
Some .of them might perhaps tem-
porarily replace a feeling of sym-
pathy with one of hostility. Bub
it is necessary to be guided not by
sentimental and personal consider-

“ations but by mass criteria.

At a ‘time when  hundreds of
thousands and millions of workers,
especially- in ‘Germany, are depart-
ing from communism, in part to
fascism and in the main into the
camp of indifferentism, thousands
and tens of thousands of Social-
Pemocratic workers, undei sthe . im-
pact of the self-same defeat, are

evolving to the left, to the side of .

communism. There cannot, how-
ever, even be talk of their accept-

ing the hopelessly discredited Stal-
‘inist leadership. = - : ;

Up till now these. left socialist

-organisations have held against us

our refusal to break with the Com-
intern and to build independent
parties. This sharp disagreement
has now been removed by the march
of development. Thereby the dis-
cussion of formal-orgamnisational
questions is shifted over to the
programmatic-political plane. The.
new party will rise higher, than the
old. ‘one only if by taking its stand
firmly on the grounds of the decis-
ions of the first, four Congresses of
the Cominfern, it i3 capable in its
programmme, stategy, tactic and
organisation to take into account
the terrible lessons of the last ten
years. !

The - Bolshevik-Leninists .. must

‘enter into open discussions with the

revolutionary socialist organisa-
tions.” As the hasis for discussion
we .shall  propose the 11 points
adopted by our Pre-Conference

(after changing the point on ‘‘fac-

tion and party’’ in the spirit of the

. present theses). We are, of course

prepared to discuss attentively and
in a comradely manner all other
programmatic. proposals. We must
and shall demonstrate that prin-
cipléd imreconcilability has nothing
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in common with sectarian snobbish-
ness. We shall show that Marxist
politics consists in attracting re-
formist workers into the camp of
revolution and not in repelling re-
volutionary workers into the camp
of fascism.

The formation in several coun-
tries of strong revolutionary orgau-
isations, free of any  responsihility
for the crimes and mistakes of the
.reformist and centrist bureaucracies
armed with the Marxist programme
and a clear revolutionary perspec-
tive, will open a mnew era in the
development of the world proletar-
“iat. These organisations will at-
tract all the genuine communist
elements who still cannot bring -

* themselves today to break with the
Stalinist bureaucracy and, what is
‘more important, they will gradually
attract: under their banner the
‘young generation of workers.

THE U.S8.8.R. AND THE C.P.S.U.

The existence of the Soviet Union,
despite the far-advanced degener-
ation of the workers’ state, remains
even now a fact of immeasurable
revolutionary significance. The col-
lapse of the Soviet Union would
lead “to terrible reaction in* the
whole world, perhapg for decades to
come. The struggle for the preser-
vation, rehabilitation and strength-
ening of the first workers’ stdte is
indissolubly bound wup with the
struggle "of the world proletariat
for the socialist revolution.

The dictatorship of the Stalinist
bureaucracy arose as a result of the
backwardness of the T.S.8.R. (the
predominance of the peasantry) and
the tardiness of the proletarian re-
volution in the West (the absence
of independent revolutionary part-
ies of the proletariat). In its turn,
the rule of the Stalinist bureauctacy
has led mot only to the degener-
ation of the dictatorship 'of the
proletariat in the Soviet -Union,
but alse to the terrible weakening
of the proletarian vanguard in the
whole world. The contradiction be-
tween the progressive role of the
Soviet state and the reactionary
role of the Stalinist bureaucracy is
one of the manifestations of ‘‘the
law, of uneven development.’” In
our revolutionary politics we must
take this historically given contra-
diction as our point of - departure.
. The so-called ‘‘friends’” of the
Soviet Union (left democrats, paci-

. fists, Brandlerites, and the like)
repeat after the Comintern funct-
ionaries that the struggle against
the Stalinist bureancfacy, i.e.. first
of all eriticism of its false polictes.
“helps. the counter-revolution.”
This is the standpoint of the politi-

.cal lackeys of the bureaucracy. but
never that of -revolutionists. The
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Sovict- Union both. internally and
externally can be defended only by
means of a correct policy. All other
considerations are either secondary
or simply lying phrases.

The present C.P.8.U. is not a
party but an apparatus of domin-
ation in the hands of an uncontrol-
led bureaucracy. Within the frame-
work of the C.P.S.U. and outside
of it takes place the grouping of
the scattered elements of the two
basic: parties: the proletarian and
the Thermidorian - Bonapartist,
Rising above both of them, the
centrist bureaucracy wages a war
of annihilation against the Bolshe-
vik-Leninists. While caming into
sharp clashes from time to time
with their Thermidorian half-allies.
the Stalinists. nevertheless. clear
the road fer the latter by crushing,
strangling and corrupting the Bol-
shevik party.

If without the proletarian revol-
ution in the West. the T.S.S.R.
cannot come to socialism. then
withoilt the regeneration of a genu-
me proletarian International, the
Russian-Bolshevik-Leninists wiil
not be ahle. with their own forces
alone to regenerate the Bolshevik
party and to save the dictatorship
~t the proletariat.

THE U.S.S.R. AND THE
_CONMINTERN '

The defence of the Soviet- Union -

against the threat of military inter-
vention _has now  becomie a task
more acute than ever before.
official sections of the Comintern
are as impotent in this field as in
all others.
fénce of the Soviet Union has be-
come a ritvalistic phrase, bereft of
all content. The inadeguacy of the
Comintern is being covered up by
such undignified comedies as the
antil-war congress in . Amsterdam
and the anti-fascist congress . in
Paris. The actual resistance of the
Comintern to the military inter-
vention &f the imperialists will
prove even more insignificant than
its resistance to Hitler. To nourish
any illusions on this score is to

head blindfolded toward a new -

catastrophe. Tor the active defence
of the Soviet Union are needed
genuine revolutjonary organisations,
independent of the Stalinist bur-
eaucracy, standing on their own
feet and enjoying support among
the masses. ‘

The establishment and growth of
these revolutionary organisations,
their struggle for the Soviet Union)
their constant readiness for a
united - front with the Stalinists
agamst intervention” and counter-
revolution—all this will have an

The.

On their lips, the de-

\

* ter-revolutionary ‘‘legality.””

W.L N.

" enormons importance for the in-

ternal development of the Soviet
Republic. The Stalinists, insofar as
they remain in power. will have all
the less opportunity to evade the
united front as the dangers, both
domestic and foreign. become more
acute, and as the independent or-
ganisation of the world proletarian
vangnard becomes a greater force.
The new relationship of forces will
act to weaken the dictatorship of
the bureaucracy; to strengthen the
Bolshevik-Leninists =~ inside ; - the
T.8.8.R. and to open up before the
workers’ republic- as a whole far
more favourable perspectives.

Oniv the creation of the Marxist
International, completely. independ-
ent.of the Stalinist bureaucracy and
counterposed  politically to the
latter, can save the U.S.5.R. from
callapse by binding its destiny with
the destiny of the world proletarian
revolution. « .

« LIQUIDATIONISM

Bureaucratic charlatans (and their
lackeys, like’ the Brandlerites) talk
about our fliquidationism.”” They
repeat senselessly and unconscion-
ably werds torn. out of the old

vocahulary of Bolshevism. Liguid- -

ationism was the designation given
to that tendency which,

the need for ‘an illegal party, for

it .sought to replace revolutionary

struggle by an adaptation to coun-
What
have we in common with the liquid-
ators? It is far more appropriate
to recall in this connection the
ultimatists (Bogdanoy and others)
who fully recognised the need of an
illegal organisation but turned it
into an instrument of hopelessly
false policies: after the crushing of

the revolution they posed as the im- -

mediate task the preparation of an
armed -uprising.  Lenin did not
hesitate to ‘break with them, al-
though’ there were not a few im-
peccable revolutionists among them
{the best of them later returned to
the ranks of Bolshevism).

Equally false in character are the
assertions of Stalinists and their
Brandlerite lackeys to the effect
that the Left Opposition is creating
an  ‘“Augnst Conference” against
Bolshevism.’”” . Referred to here 'is
the attempt of 1912, one of the in-
numerable attempts to unite Bol-
sheviks and Meénsheviks.

attempt. not in Aungust. 1912 but i
March, 19171, For this analogy to
have even a shadow of meaning, it
would be necessary for us to pose
the question of uniting. the Second
and Third Internationals. Thére

under .
‘{copstitutional”’ Czarism, - rejected

(Tiet us
reeall that Stalin made ‘such an .
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cannot even he talk of either pro-
position ! The charlatanistic analogy
1s designed to cover up the fact
that the Brandlerite opportunists’
are trying {o curry favour with the
Stalinist centrists on the basis of
a mutnal amnesty. where the Bol-
shevik-Leninists are posing the task
of building the proletarian party on
a principled foundation. tested in
the -greatest battles. victories and
defeats of the imperialist epoch.

ON THE NEW ROAD

The task of these theses i3 to
summon the comrades to cross off
the completed historical stage and
to sketch out new perspectives for
work. But what has been said
above does not at all predetermine

- the immediate practical steps. the

concrete changes in policy. the
tempos and method of shifting to
the new road. Only after a prin-
cipled unanimity has been secured
withs regard to the new orientation

.—and our previous experience per-

mits me to think that such a un-
animity will be achieved by us—
will there. he placed on the order
of the day the concrete tactical
questions applicable to the con-
ditions in each separate country.

In any case, under discussion
now is not the immediate proclam-
atlon of new parties and of an in-
dependerit International, but of
preparing for them. The new per-
spective signifies first of . all that
talk of “reform’’ and demands to
restore ‘oppositionists in.the official
partics must be put aside as utop-
1an and reactionary. The day-to-
day work must assume an indepen-
dént character, determined by our
own possibilities and forces, and
not by the formal criterion of
“faction’’. The Left Opposition

- ceases completely to feel and act as

an ‘‘opposttion.”’ Tt becomes an
independent organisation, clearing
its own road. It not only builds.
its own fractions in the Social-
Democratic and Stalinist parties
but conducts independent work

-among non-party and unorganised

workers. It creates %ts own bases
of support in the trade unions, in-
dependently of the trade. union
policy of the Stalinist bureaucracy.
It participates in elections finder
its own banner, whenever favour-
able conditions for this obtain. In
relation to reformist and centrist
labour organisations (including the
Stalinists) it is guided by the gen-
eral principles of the united front
policy.’ In particular and especially
1t applies the policy of the united-
front in order to defend the USSR
against external intervention and
internal counter-revolution.
July 15, 1933.
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