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Our Tasks in. Europe

,4 By M. Loris

DEMOCRATIC DEMANDS IN
ITALY

Italian ‘Fascism, which had been the
herald of reaction and a widely
imitated model, proved to be .one of
the weakest links in the imperialist
chain. ,A year ago it collapsed, and
its collapse is as much an admonition
to reaction'as its apparition had been
a warning to revglution: it reveals to
Hitler and all his satellites throughout
Europe their future, .

After Mussolini’s regime simply
broke like - a “rotten apple, Italy
entered an epoch of revolutionary in-
stability. The Italian revolution is
still in its very first steps, but it will
grow, fight, learn and conquer, ' No-
body has any . illusion about the
solidity of the present regime. To-
morrow this instability will be that
of all Europe. " After the fall of the
dictatorships the political vacuum
will be temporarily filled by makeshift
regimes, incapable not only of solving
but even of squarely facing any fun-
damental  problem of the KEuropean
peoples. 'The toiling magses will
gather their forces and enter into the
arena. The speed of the revolution-
ary development will depend on many
factors that cannot be analyzed here
and now.

Thus the problems of the present
" Italian  situation must - be carefully
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studied, first because they are tre-
mendously important in themselves,
and, second, because the Italian revo-
lution is only the beginning and, in &
sense,” the rehearseal of the coming
European revolution.

THE REPUBLIC!

The central problem of TItalian
political life has been, until now, the
existence of the monarchy. The dis-
cussions on that point have. thrown
a bright light on. the servility, the
corruption and- the ignominy of all
the Italian official parties, including
the Stalinists. The King was Musso-
lini's” - accomplice for twenty years.
Before leaving the United States:for
Italy, the self-styled liberal Count
Sforza wrote: ‘“It may be that a
fraction of the Italians is still for the
Monarchy, but after so many shame-
ful acts and treasons this could be so
only for reasons ‘of expediency.”
However, it soon appeared that the
“reasons of expediency” were strong
enough to be respected, even- by
Sforza himself. “We then witnessed
the most  repulsive political farce,
whose players were some wrecks left
by liberalism like Croee or Sforza
himself, the Stalinists and the various
democratic and social-democratic
parties.

| not aghinst the monarchic

Behind the stage, the King|
and his son, the reactionary upper-/

the Allied ‘diplomacy  were rejoieing
at such an extraordinary spectaele:

Croce, the . philosopher of. com-
promise, ' explained that  he ‘was
“against the king as a person, and
institu-
tion.,” It has always been the dream
of the craven liberals to keep the
monarchy and to have only “good”
kings. The Stalinist messenger boy
Palmori Togliatti (Ercoli), arriving
from Moscow, declared that he was
“against the king as an institution,
and not as a person,” having probably
been impressed by the remarkable
and generousg personality of the king!

A shameful compromise was at-
tained when the Crown Prince was
made Lieutenant-General  of ~ the
Realm. A few revolver shots sym-
bolically showed the veneration and
love of the Italian people for this
puppet of Churchill, the Pope, Stalin
and Roosevelt.

The monarchy remains the rallying
centre of reaction: the ultra.reaction-
aries of the “Blue party”, the Church
and Churchill, who is so pre-occupied
by the safety of the Mediterranean.
Any new .development of the Italiam
revolution will inevitably . raise  the
guestion of the existence of that focus
of intrigues against the people,

To all the horse-trading among the
monarchists, the ambulating corpses

crust of Italian society, Churchill and | of liberalism and the Stalino-royalists,
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the revolu{:ionary party must answer

with the cry: Immediate proclamation
of the republic! Arrest of the Kking,
the Crown prince and all of the royal
. fdmily: Immediate confiscation of ail
the royal properties for the benefit of
the people!

The party that during the present
weeks would untiringly diffuse these
slogans among the Ilarge masses
would - infallibly draw their attention
-and thus prepare their ears to receive
more advanced slogans. At a further
stage it would enjoy the authority of
having foreseen the march of the
development and of having been with
the masses in their most elementary
struggles. The benefit would be tre-
mendous, ’

The slogan of the republic is im-
posed all the more by the present
situation, since the official workers'
parties have rallied to the monarchy.
The slogan is not only directed
against the present regime and the
Alies. but is also -a sharp weapon
zga'nst the coalitionists. )

To throw some light on this prob-
ez we have to try to determine at
wrich stage of the Italian revolution
we are now. For this purpose his-
ical parallels and examples mre
:1. even indispensable. Provided
zre cautious enough not to forget
differences, they may furnish us
with convenient landmarks.

Duricg twenty years Fascism had
gradually lost its petty-bourgeos
“msss”’ following, and had become a
dried-up Bonapartist regime, resting
mainly on the police apparatus. Thus
Mussolini’s removal was to be almost
ag painless as the dismissal of another
Bonapartist ruler, Primo de Rivera,
in January 1930, Rivera was suc-
ceeded by General Berenguer. The
first result of the shift was the break-
ing up of the censorship, political dis-
cussions sprang up, and the problem
around which they centred was the
existence of the monarchy. A Yyear
passed, during which the bourgeois
democrats poured grandlioquent
phrases, the students demonstrated
and the workers fought against the
police. On February 1931 Berenguer
resigned, two months later Alfonso
had to flee and the republic was pro-
claimed. The Spanish revolution was
going toward new heights.

If we are to follow the Spanish
revolutionary calendar, we must say
%¥hat the present regime of the
Teutenant-General corresponds to the
Rerenguer interlude,

“The differences between the
two situations are important and
obvious. There is now a World War,
in which Italy is participating, being
occupied by both camps. Foreign

W.LN.

troops will be on Italian soil for quite
some time. On the other side, a
general European revolution is
coming, to whicK the fate of the
Italian revolution will be most closely.
connected. ' However, at the present
stage, ihe historical parallel clearly
shows the correctness of the slogan
of the republic.

OTHER DEMOCRATIC SLOGANS

The demand of the Constituent
Assembly is destined to play an im-
portant role during a whole period of
the development of the Italian revolu-
tion., The revolutionary party cannot
fall to inscribe in its program the
slogan of universal, equal, direct and
secret suffrage for all men iand women
from the age of 18. However,. it is
difficult to state exactly at the present
time and place, the practical condi-
tions of the use of this slogan in daily
agitation. Italy is still divided into
two parts by a  military front, and,
while the slogan retains all of its pro-
paganda value, a call for immediate
elections may be out of the question.
On the other hand, the problem of the
Constituent Assembly is tied to the
question of the monarchy: it is not
inconceivable ; that tomeorrow the
Lieutenant-General of the Realm may
call for elections, but truncated elec-
tions, with restricted. electoral lists,
with a Chamber checked by an upper
House composed of Senators indirectly
elected, or even appointed. by the
Crown, In such a case the slogan of
the hour may very well be the boyéott
of the electtons. . :

While immediate agitation for the
Constituent Assembly may be delayed
by the division of the country in two
parts through & military front, theé re-
volutionary party can and must imme-
diately raise the slogan of the election
of all officials by the people. The
Allieg speak of a “purge” of Fascists
from the Italian administration.
They complain about the innumerable
difficulties of such an operation, are
looking for a definition of the word
¢ Fascist,” ete., etc. When finally
they come to oust half a dozen Fascist
rascals from their well-paid sinecures,
they are as boastful as if they had
repeated Hercules' feat of cleaning the
Angean stables. What hypocrisy! A
more efficient and less expensive ad-
ministration could be immediately
provended by popular elections of all
officials in the villages, towns and
cities.

Any program of democratic demands
includes the right of assembly, freedom
of speech, a free press, freedom of
association, especially regarding trade
unions, etc.. The revolutionary party
must not only untiringly campaign
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for these rights, but arouse the people
around each concrete issue in which
democratic rights are involved.

The privileges of the Catholic
church raises burning problems in
Italy. The New York Times recently
published a picture from “liberated”
Italy representing a class in an
Italian school, where a Catholic priest
wag pouring his black obscurantism
into the heads of unfortunate children.
The Times implied that this was one
of the blessings brought ‘back to-Italy -
by the Anglo-American “liberators”.
However, that was a hypocritical lie
One of the first moves of TFascism
after its coming to power had been to
bring the crucifix back to the schools
and institute compulsory religious
teaching in the primary schools. The"
atheist Mussolini knew as well as the
protestant Roosevelt the value of the'
Catholic church for social conservat-
ism To the hypoecritical “freedom of
religion” of the: Allies, the revolution-
ary party must oppose the demand of
immediate separation of the Church
and the state, confiscation of the
Church properties for the benefit of
the people. ) ’

‘The German occupation of Europe
has brought about throughout the
whole continent, even in the Jlarge
countries of Western Europe where
this question seemed resolved forever,
a burning .national problem. Only
light-minded “democrats” can imagine
that this problem will disappear with
the defeat of German imperialism.
The national problem is here to stay
permanently in a decaying Europe.
Many signs point out, even to those
who do not want to see them, that the
Anglo-American.  “liberators” are
rapidly transformifg themselves into
invaders. The maost elementary
democratic slogans are up not only
against the Crown and its helpers,
the liberal wrecks and the Stalinist
neo-royalists, but also against the
paternalistic despotism of the Allies,
which prohibits all political . life, ex~
cept the reactionary one. Thus the
slogans of republic of constituent

assembly, of free elections, etc,
have a  directly anti-imperialist
character.  The revolutionary party

must add to them: ¢“ Hands off Italian
politics!? Let the Italian people
speak!’’ ’

Ttaly has a large peasant population,
which Fascism has left in poverty and
despair. The elaberation of a con-
crete program of political. and-
economic reforms in the villages is an
urgent task for the revolutionary
party. The plans for an agrarian re-
form must take into account the’
economic structure of each province,
show how the difficulties can be con-



: guered, dpen a future to t.he' Ib}ilian
- ‘rural  landless worker and small

 farmer.

. Does - this enumeratlon of, demo-
.cratxc slogans mean that, at the

. present stage of the revelution, they

“are to be used exclusively? Not in
the least. - "We do not establish fixed
‘barriers between democratic, tran-
sitory and socialist slogans. All and

every democratic slogan is integrated.

©in our persgpective of total subversion
of society.. We do not limit ourselves
‘tc them. It is beyond the scope of
. this article to examine what a tran-
‘sitory and socialist program for Italy
should .be at the present time.  But
+ there ig no opposition between such a
program and democratic demands; on
~ the. contrary, there is a constant and
free communication between them. .
* It is undoubtedly the duty of the
revolutionary party to popularize the
‘idea of soviets now (perhaps under a
name which would be more appro-

priate to Ttalian revolutionary tradi-

tion). The opportunity . for building
soviets may even appear in a not too
distant future.® But soviets do not
falt from’ the sky fully consclous of
their role as organs of state power.
‘Their origing are very modest: a
‘strike committee, a factory commit-
‘tee, & committee of defence against
fascigt gangs, a committee for control

of -prices, an electoral committee, ete,.

In the fulfillment of their limited
task they run against obstacles that
impel them to undertake larger tasks.
. A revolutionary period-is character-
ized precisely by the fact that the
golution of the smallest problem in-
volves. the fate of the whole society.
The opposition: either the constituent
assembly or the' soviets, is a com-
pletely. artificial one .at the present
time. It has some reality only at:a
heightened stage of the struggle—in
faect, at its conclusion. If soviets
appear in the near future in Italy, it
will be by mobilizing the masses on
the ©basis of democratic slogans.
Soviets may arise as electoral com-
mittees, with the purpose of organiz.
ing the elections for the constituent
assembly, of establishing electoral
lists, etc. Ewven in these humble
functions they will meet the resist-
ance of the bourgeois administrative
apparatus and be gradually compelled

to realize their power and their future’
If they arise undéer another

role.
form, -as factory committees for, in-
‘stance—and that is possible in the
industrial- cities—their evolution will

- be quite similar. The formula should

not be: either constituent assembly or

the soviets, but: through the struggle.

_ for a constituent assembly and other

.. demands build soviets and raise their
politﬁcal consczousuess

W. L N.

Demoeratic demands are the bridge
that take.the masses as they are now

and. lead - them' to the socislist
program,

REPLY TO POSSIBLE
v OBJECTIONS

No doubt, any ‘proposal of systein-v

atic and resolute use of .demoncratic
slogans, imposed by the whole situa-
tion, 'will provoke here and there
ultra-leff reactions, We can wel
imagine that most of the.arguments
will not be new and, as our movement

‘has had the opportunity .to refute

them a hundred times, we can safely
wait until they are presented again.
However, two or three possible argu-
ments may be examined here and
now, for they w111 help us to clarlfy
our position.

A way of opposing the use of de-
mocratic demands may be as follows:
the Italian masses are hungry and
desperate. They do not care about

‘the republic, the king or the. Crown

prince; they want bread, etc. This
way of putting the problem strongly
smells of -anarchism. Such a dissocia-
tion of the political and  the economic
(or social) tasks is utterly falge:
True, in Italy we are now going to-

ward a social revolution. There is no

question about that. But this does
not mean that the political problems
disappear from the stage. Quite the
contrary. They will arise, - one after
the other, small and large, more and
more imperatively demanding a
solution, : :

Even if we admit that at the pre-

gent time the vanguard of the workers

clearly sees that a republic can bring
nothing to them, wunless it is a
workers’ and peasants’ government—
and it has not been proved at all that
we are at that stage yet!—behind this
vanguard there are the less advanced

workers, the rural workers, - the
peasants, the small people of the
cities, without whose devotion and

help thé revolution is impossible, who
now place their hopes for a better
future in 'a republic, in-an assembly
freely elected by them. All economlic
and social problems find their .con-
centrated expressign in the political
field, and the main question in that
field is, at the present tame monarchy
or republic? -

Another possible argument against
the present use of democratic slogans

may be formulated in this way: such
a use would be all right if the Fourth
International now had in Italy a big
party capable of setting in “motion
large masses, but unfortunately this
is not the case. Therefore the prob-
lem is quite different; it is at the
present time the building of a strong
revelutionary party, and for that pur-

pose any program of democratie d
mandg is useless. The premises of"
this reasoning are correct but the
conclusiop—false., - It is true indeed
that the building of =2 - revolutionary
party in Italy is still ahead of us, and
that victory is inconceivable without.
forging such a party. But this task
cannot be fulfilled outside of the daily
struggle of the masses in a hothouse,
as it were. This problem has been
discussed in Europe quite -often,’
especially in France and Belgium, at
the time when the political situation .
was already in a state of pre-revolu-
tionary fluency and the organizations
of the Fourth International still very .
weak., Trotsky and the executive
body of the Fourth  International
always resohitely opposed the tend-
encies that - wanted to resist our
groups to strictly propagandistic pro-
gramsg and slogans, until the day when
we would have assembled ' g large
party and come like Minerve out of
the head of Jupiter. :

One result of these polemics was
the adoption in 1931 by the French
section of the Fourth International of
a program of action (published in
English in the October 1942 Fourth
International), the careful study of -
which is a duty for every revolution-
ary who wants to play a role in the
coming European reveclution.

Finally, there is an argument I
want to refute here, although not
without hesitation, for it is quite
vulgar. Here it is: How can Yyou
write anything about such questions
here in New York, three thousand
miles ‘away from TItaly?  These
questions have to be left to the Italian
revolutionaries. After all, these are
not principled and strategic questions, -
but tactical details, depending upon
the mood of the masses, and are to be
left to those who are in direct con-
tact with the masses.
~ True, every slogan we may put for-
ward abroad has, to a certain extent,
a tentative character. We have, how-
ever much historical. experience to
help us. Our movement has closely :
studied the successive stages .of quite
a few revolutions, their natural his- .
tory, as it were. 'The slogans pro-
posed in this article do not represent.’
anything new, and the historical evid-
ence for their application to the
present Ttalian situation is so great
that the burden of the proof rests:on
the. eventual epponent: it is he who
would have to prove Wwhy they should
not be used.

To speak of democratzc demands as
mere tactical questions not  worth
bothering - about from afar may’be
dangerous: with the best of strategy
a party can go to its doom because of
wrong tactics. And it is incorrect too..
It is true to say, in a sense, that each
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of the democratic demands has in it-
self no principled character, for we
can change from one to another
according to pircumstance_s. But we
cannot say the same about the use of
democratic demands in general: it
belongs to our strategy of revolution.

THE DANGER OF
ULTRA - LEFTISM

The war has stirred up a tremend-
ous wave: of reaction. The - official
workers organizations have not been
the last to follow or even to . propel
this wave, The Stalinists have been,
in words and in deeds, at the point of
reaction. .The remnants of the
Second Interpational, slightly shocked
by such brazenness, follow them as
best they can.

. Tn such conditions one may well

say: “The main danger is opportun-
ism. Why bother now sbout ultra-
leftism?” Such a way of putting the
question would be utterly wrong. The
danger of opportunism is tremendous,
indeed, but it is. precisely why the
danger of sectarianism should not be
ignored, ~but carefully watched.
Opportunism does not eliminate ultra-
leftism, but, on the contrary, en-
génders it. Ultra-leftism ‘is only the
other face of opportunism, its shadow,
an infantile réaction to it, and, in a
sense; the punishment the working

class has to pay for it. )

" “The putrefaction of the Second In-
ternational during the last™ war
brought aboutr many an ultra-left
tendency. The German organization

W.L N.

of Luxemburg and Liebknecht was
impregnated with ultra-leftism and
broke its head precisely, because of
that ailment; in France opportunism
plended with ultra-leftism in grandi-
loguent phrases etc, ¢tc. Lenin had
to write a special pamphlet against
the infantile sickness of- ultra-
leftism. .

At the end of the present war and
in the coming revolutionary upheaval
we may expect the same occurrence,
probably -with much greater intensity.
A new generation of young revolution-
aries will appear, which will not have
aceumulated much experience. "In
many countries, especially Italy, they
have grown up under illegality, with-
out much opportunity to study the
lessons of the past. The crimes of the
bourgeois order have been . S0
atrocious, the servility of the official
workers parties ~so repulsive that
many impatient reactions may be. ex-
pected. Moreover, Europe has known
four years of sabotage and terrorism
and these cannot fail to leave traces
of adventurism in the policy of many
a good revolutionary workers party.

Under the blows of .experience
ultra-leftism had been forced during
the twenty years between the two
wars to abandon many of its original
positions. But, the point to which it
clung most obstinately was its opposi-
tion to the use of democratic and
transitory . slogans. - Our movement
had to conduct a long fight precisely
on that problem. A warning Is not
useless now, :

One of the first political documents
to come out of Italy, the manifesto of

Octobar, 1944, -
the TItalian = 'Trotskyists contained
quite a few confused and erroneous .
parte, = which have already been-
examined in our press. ~But: a
very negative aspect of the document .

was its aﬁstrabtness, its remoteness
from Italidan political life and, con-

‘sequently, its incapacity to put for- "

ward a program of action tied up
with the needs of the Italian masses.-
We are now entering -a historical

epoch in which general propaganda. is -
not. enough. Liberals, reformists and

all the admirerg of bourgeois progress’
always hoped that Czarist Russia’
would gradually rise to .the level of

cultured and democratic Western

Europe. Quite the contrary’ occurred..
With the disintegration of capitalist

civilisation, Western Europe. has

catastrophically sunk to the level of

despotic Russia and even far below.

Reformers and centrists used to

view Bolshevism as a préduct of back-

ward Russia, not good enough- for

enlightened Western socialism. But

now all Europe has been made. good

enough” for . Bolshevism. History

puts ail the teachings of Boilshevism

on the order of the day more im-

peratively than ever, And one of

these lessons is Bolshevism's con-

tempt for mere eniightening. propa-

ganda about the virtues of  socialism,

its ability to feel the aspirations of,
the masses, to seize upon the progres-
sive side of these aspirations and on

that point to drive o wedge that

would detach the masses from their

conservative parties and leaders. May

that lesson ‘be not forgotten now!

July 9, 1944
X

~ Manifesto of the Italian
|  Trotskyists

EDITORIAL. -~

We reproduce below the Manifesto
of resurgent Italian Trotskyism issued
in Italy at the end of last year. This
Manifesto was .issued both in feaflet
and in poster form, and had a wide
circulation among the Italian workers
in Southern ftaly. According to re-
ports reaching us it has made an im-

‘presslon on the best rank and file

members of the Communist Party and
Socialist Party. It aroused wide dis-
cussion among the delegates at the

- Trade Union Conference held at Bari

‘earlier this year. -

Thé document was on our ediforial
desk being prepared for the April:issue

of ‘““Workers' . Internationai News"’
when the Special Branch raided our
offices in the days of the scare cam-
paign and attack on our Party. The
Manifesto was seized at that time ‘and
has only recéntly been retnyned to us.

The publication of this document is
a clegr demonstration that, despite 20
years of bestial Ttalian Fascism, the
jdeas and policies of gocialist inter-
nationalism still live. =

Tn its main fundamental premise the

with the ideas of the Fourth Inter-
national. Tnambiguously characteris-
ing the present war as an imperialist
war and not a war between ‘‘faseism

Manifesto is based upon and is in line

demns the traitorous Second and Third
Internationals (the latter now. form-
ally dishanded) for their support of
one side in the imperialist war. It
cJear statement of revolutionary social.
ist principles will be welcomed by ever;
worker who has an ounce of inter:
national class consciousness in him
and who has not been poisoned by the
T.abour and Stalinist chaunvinism.
On the *important question of the
role of the Soviet Union, however, th
Manifesto equivocates, refraining fron
differentiating the progressive char
acteristics of the Soviet Union fron
Stalin’s imperialist alliés—Britain- an
America. This failure on the part o

and democracy’’, the Manifesto con-

the authors of the Manifesto is 2

. . S
- i
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indication of lack of clarity on the
question of the Soviet. Union and
evades facing up to the policy: of the
Fourth International laid down in its’
- Foundation Programme in 1938 and
. reiterated in its manifesto ¢ War and
219120 World Proletarian Revolution®,

it is. understandable that comrades

- who have lived illegally for so many.
years without contact with our inter-

national movement and its program-

matic ideas, can be mistaken and un-

clear on 'this, as well as many other

questions. The task of our inter-

national party and of cur comrades in

1taly is to ‘‘patiently explain” and

_ thus aid the Italian comrades to clarify
their position, maintaining a ciear and

hard stand on this issue as one of the
fundamental pillars of the Fourth In~-
ternational. Those of us who were

fortunate enouigh to have had contact
with Trotsky’s ideas and writings
during this -period, placer at the
disposal of the Ltalian comrades ail
the lessons that we learned during
the Ifast decade. - Not- least among

these are the articles antd letters
of Trotsky devoted to exposing the
false . policy of Shachtman on the
nature of the Soviet Union which was
~the prelude of Shachtman’s break with
" 'theé policies of the Fourth International
on many cther questions as well.
ideological clarity is the guarantee of
a genuinely conscious role for our
italian comrades in the coming revolu-
This clarification of the Russtan
Question must be carried out as one
~ of the important tasks of the regroup-

‘ment of the Italiap revolutionary
- mavement.
The latest reports . received from

Ttaly are that this ambiguous position
revealed in the Manifesto is being
cleared up and the policy of the Fourth’
International on ‘this fundamental
question is being adopted, as on others.

What appears to us from this dis-
tance to be a weakness in the Mani-
festo is that it fails to deal sufficiently
with the occupation Ndrth and South
and to raise with sufficient concrete-
ness the transitional democratic slogans
at this stage, as well ag a criticism of
the policies of the Socialist and Stalin-
ist organisations.

It is not clear from the Mdnifesto or
from the subseguent material of our
Italian comrades what thkeir precise
attitude towards the Fourth Inter-
ngtional is; or what relations they
propese to establish with its Internat-
ional Bxecutive Comunittee. .The
Manifesto is headed: «'provisional®

. Mational Centre. for the Building of the
international - . Communist  Party
- £Foyrth internatioRat)’’. This 1s am-
biguons. It 1s ‘necessary to influence
the Italian comrades

to adopt clear
and formal decisions: for the adoption

of the fundamental documents and

W. L N. )

theses of the Fourth International; for
a direct organisational affiliation as its
ttalian section. . :

- Reports just reaching us state thap
on July 8th a fusion took place of the
Bordigists (mentioned elsewhere in this
issue) and the Trotskyists. #ull de-
tails of the basis of this fusion will be
made available to our readers as we
get them.

PROVISIONAL NATIONAL CENTRE
FOR THE BUILDING OF THE -
INTERNATIONAL COMMUNIST

PARTY (FOURTH
INTERNATIONAL)

workers of the World, unite under the
banner of the class st_ruggleh

To all workers: ) ] .

Comrades, we come to you with this
manifesto in order to acquaint you with
our responsibility and. our pelitical
position in relation to the war and to
the direction of events ¥hat are ngw in
course of ripening. Our task 1s to
open to the proletariat the path of the
socialist revolution,. betrayed by the
garties of the Second and Third Inter-
nationals, which have gone over # the
camp of the imperialist war, and joined
the “sacred unijon’ in a repetition of
1914-1918. . )

*And it is because of their, policy that
the working class of all countries are
without revolutionary parties, while
the war that has been unleashed con-
tinues to plunge the world into famine,
chaos and bloodshed. )

To present the causes and the aim
of the present conflict as a struggle
between democracy and fascism, as 18
done by the parties.of the Second ansd
Third Internatienals, is a monstrous
falsehood—a falsehood launched upon
the world by the overwhelming aree:l
af finance-capital in order to split the
workers and the nations, throwing one
against the other in a war which s
being waged for imperialist aims and
which cannot solve any of the problems
of the world-crisis, but merely aggra-
vate them. -

The causcs and aims of this war are
altogether different from the ideologi-
cal struggle between democracy and
fascism. The present conflict, continu-
jug that af 1914-18, is the most dram-
atic event in modern history, sct
within the framework of the whole
epoch, determined by an 11150‘i}1b‘le
crisis in the world econemy of capitai-
ign in the period of imperialist decay.

This is Lhe conflict that character-
ises not only our epoch of the general
crisis .of capitalisny, of imperialist war
and civil war, but constitutes the _cpl—
minating phase of the ‘competition
among the great powers for the world
market. This war is the ¢lash of two
powers with clearly defined "aims and
with allies wrangling on one side, as

on the other, prepared to take up sides|

for .their own interests and aims ac-

cording to the unfolding of events. -
'The ~Anglo-Saxon powers, although

pretending otherwise, and using demo-

-cratic disguises, wage with all their

colossal rescurces what is fundament-
ally an imperialist war in defence of
their c¢onquests and their economic
supremacy which weighs alike upon the

| world market, the colonies, and mari-

time trade.

The Soviet Union, in the pact with .

the United Nations, continues to shed
its blood for. aims which are non-
revolutionary but belong to Anglo-
Saxon imperialism. The promise of a
democratic peace, of economic well-
being afid liberty, made by the self-
same. democratic- Anglo-Saxons and ac-
cepted by Stalin’s government, is 2
fraud like that of 1914-18, and cannot
constitute the aims of the proletariat
of the Soviet Union or of any other
country.

No matter what the democracy of to-
morrow may be, it will only prepare
the way for the reaction, if capitalism
is not overthrown, it will always be
the government of capitalists with the
mailed fist in the velvet glove against
the proletariat. -

As for “the.promises of the Fascist
powers of the Axis for economic recon- -

-Lstruction, with a heirarchy of states in

Furope—those are not the aims of the
proletariat. Against this second war,
the proletariat has made its own¥ well-
defined class aims, opposed to all the
imperialist powers. - The transform-
ation of the imperialist war .into a

1 revolutionary and civil war through thé

proletarian revolution and the build-
ing of a socialist economy—those are
the true and only aims of all workers
in this war. .

The Second International, from 1914
onwards, has betrayed those. aims.
The Third International has followed
suit in this war, after having organ-
ised and directed the defeat of the
workers of Europe, dragging the world
preoterisi, including the Soviet Unwo1,
mmto a senseless war.

Workers! The struggle against the -
war must he waged without pause-in
order *o iinpose a just peace by all the
paoples. )

Only by the intervention of the re-
voiutienary force of the proletariat,
shalkinj: the home and military fronts,
and by the victorious socialist revolu-
tion, will an end he put to the mas-
sacre of the imperialist war.

To achieve this task, a strong and
disciplined Bolshevik-Leninist revolu-
tionary party is necessary. Without -
a revolutionary pelicy and “withont a
class partv, the proletariat will only
be crushed in this war by the treacher- -
ous policies of the Second and  Third
Internationals. -

The struggle for the building of the
Tnfernational Communist Party and
for a Fourth International is the hasic
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" the
'leading the workers towards the seiz-
-ure of power, to the destruction of the
_bourgeois state, and the building of
a socialist economy in Italy and the

‘Bforzas, is as necessary to oppose class

geoisie’s policy against a king, whether

_ of politieal
. arity_ with the revolutionary struggle

" eventualities of life.
* . the method with which you seek to

task of the vanguard of the, proletariat
indispensable preliminary to

inited States of Europe.
To the social-patriotic Commlttees
of National 'Liberation and of .the

organs, councils of workers, peasants
and soldiers. To the anti-fascist bour-

W. L N.

also against a. regency or not (a policy

‘which can serve ounly to save the finan-

ciers, the industrialists, the higher
clergy, the landowners, and capitalism
itself), it is necessary to-oppose a Con-
stitution on the basis of freedom of

Lress, of association, and of the right

to strlke on the basts of higher wages,
bread, work liberty, land to the peas-
ants, and other slogans, in ordgr to
prepare the revival of the proletariat,
and .to epen.the path fo the socialist
revolution in Italy and in the world.

DOWN WITH FASCISM, DO\'(N
WITH CAPITALISM! -

LONG LJVE THE UNITED su‘res'
OF EUROPE, UNITED WITH ALL
THE WORKERS OF THE WORLD!

LONG LIVE THE REVOLUT{ONM~
ARY PROLETARIAT OF ITALY! -

LONG LIVE THE FOURTH IN-
TERNATIONAL!

For the Secretarlat
ROLANDO. -

Barl, 15th December, 1843,

Letter on the Italian

Revolutlon o :

Trotsky 3 Reply to Italian Revolutwmsts

Trotsky'sv Ietter was written in 1930
on the occasion of one of the most en-
couraging developments in the history
of the iInternational Left (Trotskyist)
Opposition, Three leaders of the ltal-
ion Communist Party, Blasco, Feroci
and Santini, issued a public declaration |
and organisational solid~

for Marxian internationaiism which
Trotsky had so fong conducted. They
established the group called the New
Italian Opposition (in distinction from
the- “‘old” Ltalian Left Opposition led
by Amadeo Bordiga). The Stalinists,

- of course, immediately expelled them

from- the Gentral Committee to which
they belonged and from the party.
Dear, Comrades:.

I have received your letter of May 5.

. Thanks very much for this study of

Ttalian Communisin in general and of
the various tendencies within it in
particular. It filled a great need for
me and was most useful, It would be
regrettable if your, work were to be
left jn the form of an ordinary letter.

" With a few changes or abridgements,

the letter could very well find a place in
the pages of “La Lutte de Classes.”’*
© If you do not mind, T wilk begin with

‘a general political conclusion: T regard

‘our mutual collaboration inh the future
as perfectly: possible and even . ex-

2 . tremely desirable. None of us possesses

or can possess pre-established political
formulae that. can serve for all the
But I helieve that

determine the necessary political form-
ulae is the right one.

You ask my opinion concerning a
whole series of grave problems. But

before attempting to reply to someé of
thém, I should formulate a very im-
portant reservation. I have mever
been closely acquainted with Italian
political life, for I spent only a very
short time in Tsaly, 1 read Italian very
poorly, and during my time in the
Communist International I did not
have the opportunity to dig deeper
into .an exammation of Italian affairs.

You should know this fairly well
yourselves, for how explain otherwise
the fact that you undertook. so detailed
a work to bring me up to date on the
pending questions?. .

It follows from the foregoing that
my answers, in mosd cases,
have only an entirely hvpothetlcal”
value. In uo case can I consider the
reﬂectlons that follow as definitive.

Jt is quite possible and even ptobable

that in examining this or’ that other
problem I lose sight of certain highly
important - concrete circumstances of
time and place. ' T will therefore await
your .gohjections, and . supplementarv
and corrective 1nformat10n Inasmuch
as our method, as I hope, is coinmon,
it is in this way that we shall best
arrive at the right ;solution.

“ REPUBLIGAN ASSEMBLY »*

1. You remind me that I once critic-
ised the formila, “Republican Asscm-
bly on the basis of Workers’ and
Peasants’ Committecs,”” a formula put
forward formerly
munist Party.
formnla had only an entirely episodic
value and that at present it has been
ahandoned. 1 would like nevertheless
to tell you why I consider this formula
to be erroneous or at least ambiguous

ought to ]

by the .Italian Com-.
“You tell me that this

sas a political watchword. ‘‘Republican
| Assembly’” constitutes quite obviously
an organisil of the hourgeois state.
What, however, arc the ‘““Workers’ and
Peasants’ Committees’ P~ It is obvious
that they- are some sort of equivalent.
of the workers’ and peasants’ Soviets.
Then that’'s what should be said. For,
class organs of the workers and poor
peasants, whether you give: them the
name of soviets or o mmittees, al-
ways constitute organisations:of strug-
gle against the bourgeois state, then
become organs of insurrection, to be
transformed finally, after the victory,
into organs of the proletarian dictator-
ship,” How, under these conditions,
can a Republican Assembly—supreme
organ of the bourgeois state—have as
[its ‘‘basis” organs of the proletarian
state? .

I should like to recall to you that
in 1917, hetore Qctober, Zinoviev and
Kamenev, when they came out agains
an Jnsurrectlon advocated waiting_ for
the Constituent Assembly t0 meet. ir
order to create a ‘“‘combined state’ by
means of a fusion between the Consti-
tuent Assembly and the workers’ and
peasants’ soviets. ‘In 1919,. we saw
Hilferding propose to inscribe: the sov-
iets in the Weimar Constitution. " Like
Zinoviev -~ and Kamenev, . Hilfording
called this the ‘‘combined state.”’ -~ As
a new type of petbty bourgeois, he
wanted, at the very point of the most
abrupt historical turn, to. ‘“‘combine’
u third type of state by wedding ths
dictatorship of the hourgeoisie to, the
proletarian dictatorship under the conf
gtitutional sign.

- The Ttalian formula expounded above
seeras to me to be a varlant of this




petty-bo
have understood. it in a wrong sense,
‘Bub-in - that cage it already has the
ihcontestable "defect of lending itself
1o 'dangerous misunderstandings. 1
:profit by it to correct here a truly un-
pardonable. error committed by the

~Lenin a passage saying that we might
be ‘led to. wed the Constituent Assem-
.« bly with the soviets. A passage saying
- the same thing may likewise be dis-
covered in my writings. But what
exactly was involved? 'We were posing
‘the question of an insurrection that
‘would trapnsmit. the power to the pro-

-letariat in the form of soviets. To the

question . of . what; in that case, we
" ‘would do with the Constituent Asgsem-
bly, we replied: ‘“We shall see; per-
;ghaps we shall combine it with the
soviets.”” We' understoods by that the
* cabe where the Constituent Assembly,
. convoked - under the soviet regime,
: would, give a soviet majority.” As this
was 116 the case, the soviets dispersed
the Constitient Assembly. In other
words: the guestion was posed of
- whether it- was possible to transform
the Constituént Assembly and the sov-
iets into organs of ome and the same
“¢lass, ‘and not at all of “combining’’
‘a-bpurgeots-Constituent Assembly with
~.the proletarian soviets. ,In one case

- (with Lenin), it was a question of the

-~ formation of a proletarian state, of its

- structure, of its technique. In the
other (with Zinoviev,, Kamenev, Hil-

. ferding) 'it. was a .question of a con-
stitutional combination of two states
of enemy classes with a view to avert-
ing - a ' proletarian insurrection that
would have taken power.

SOCIAL CHARACTER OF THE
- ANTI-FASCIST REVOLUTION

2. The question we have just -exam-
“ined - (the Republican .Assembly)
intimately connected with another
‘which: you ' analyse in your letter,
namely, what social character will the
<anti-fascist revolution acquire? You
. deny the possibility of a bourgeois re-
volution in Ttaly. You are perfectly
" right.. History cannot turn backward
“a bg number of pages, each of which
ig -equivalent” to half a decade. The
*Central Committee of tho Ttalian Com-
“munist Party already tried once to
- duck the gnestion by proclaiming that
- the ‘revolution would be neither hour-
" geois, nor proletarian, but ‘‘popular’,
It is.a “sinple repetition of what the
' Russian Populists said -at the begin-
ning of .this centyry when they were
sked * what character the revolution
. against Czarism would acquire. And it
18 still this same answor that the Com-
mupist International gives today about

geois toemdéncy. Unless I

epigongs in 1924: they had found in’

is |
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that is, be neither bourgeois nor pro-
letarian. = This’ theory is as pernicious
for the proletariat as for the revolu-
tion. In China it transformed the

bourgeois counter-revolution:

Every great revolution proves to be
“‘popular” in the sense that it draws
into its tracks the eutire people. Both
the Great French Revolution and the
October Revolution . were absolutely
popular. Nevertheless, the first was
bourgeois because ‘it instituted indiv-
1dual property, whereas the second was
proletarian because it abolishod this
same individual property. Only a few
petty bourgeois revolutionists, hope-
lessly backward, can still dream of a
 revolution that would be neither bour-
geols' nor -proletarian, but ‘‘popular”’
(that is, petty bourgeois).

Now, in the imperialist period, the
petty bourgeoisie is not. only incapable
of leading a revolution, but even of
taking a deternmiined part m it. In
this way the formula of a4 “democratic
dictatorship of the proletariat and the
peasantry”™ henceforth constitutes a
simple screen for a petty bourgeois
conception of a “transitional’’ revolu-
tion and a ‘“‘transitional’’ state, that
'is, of a revolution and a state that can
not only take place in Italy but not
even in backward India. A revolu-
tionist_who has_not taken "a_ point-
blank and clear, position on the ques-
tion _of the proletarian and peasant
demociatic dictaforship, is dodmgd to
fall into_error aftér error.” As to the
problem of the anti-fascist revolution,
the Ttalian question, more than any
other, is intimately linked to the

| fundamental problems of world com-

munism, that is, of, the so-called theory
of the permanent revolution.

THE TRANSITIONAL PERIOD .
IN ITALY

3. Tollowing the above comes the
question of the ‘““transttional’”’ - period
in Ttaly. At the very outset it is
necessary to  establish very clearly:
transition from what to what? Period

“‘popular’} revolution to the proletar-
jan revolution—is one thing.” Period
of transition from the fascist dictator-
ship to the proletarian dictatorship—
is another. If the first'conception. is
envisaged, the question of the bour-
geois revolution is posed in the first
place, and it is then a guestion of
establishing the role of {he proletariat
in it. only aftér which will the ques-
tion of the transitional period toward
a proletarian revolution he posed.
the second conception is énvisaged, the
question is then posed of .a series of

battles, disturbances, upsets in the

Ching. and-India. ‘It is quite simply @ ! situation, abrupt turms, constituting

- go-called revolutionary variant of .the
‘giyeial -demacratic theory of Otto Bauer

‘aid -others, according to: which the | stages may be many in number.

-state can raige itself ahove the classes,

in their ensemble the different stages
of the proletarian revolution. 'These
1 But
in no case can they contain within

proletariat into cannon-fodder of “the

‘perfect agreement with' you, I think—
that this eventuality is not. excluded:
AT
bourgeois-revolution, but the pretér-

of transition from the bourgeois (or

If.

them a- bourgeois revolution  of. its;

mysterious - abortion:
revolution. o
Doeg this _mean that Ttaly canmot;
for a. cextain. time, "HEATR_become -
parliamentary stat_g__oﬁ coms & de-:
mocratic repuhlic”? . T “consider=

. the ”pé;giﬂar".‘.'

But when it will not bhe the fruil

minal foetus of an insufficiently mat-
ured and prematuré proletarian revel-
ution.
tionary crisis and of mass battles in
the course of which the proletarian

vanguard will not have been in @ pos- .~

ition to take power, it may be that the

bourgeoisie will reconstruct its power:

In case of a profound revelu- -

on “democratic’ bases. Can it be said,.

eITa it

for example, that the present G

Republic constifutes a conquest.of.tha. -
Yo i Such an asser-

8ols revolution ?
tion would Fe dbsurd. There was, in
Germany, in 1918-19, a proletarian re-
volution -which, deprived of leadership.
was deceived, hbetrayed and crushed.
But , the bourgeois counter-revolution
nevertheless found itself obliged to
adapt itself to the circumstances re-
sulting fromn this crushing of the pre-
letarian revolution, which resulted in

the constitution of a republic in the

‘‘democratic” parliamentary form. Is
P > 3

the same—or ahout the same—event- -
No, it is

uality excluded from Ttaly?
not excluded. The enthronement of
fascism was the result of the incomple-
tion of the proletarian revolution in
1920. Only a new proletarian revolu-
tion can overturn fascism. If it shonld
not be destined to triumph this time
either (weakness of the Communist
‘TParty, manoeuvres and betravals of the
social democrats, the Freemasons, the
Catholics), the “transitional’” state
that the bourgeois. counter-revolution
would then be forced to set up on the
ruing of its power in a fascist forin,

could be nething c¢lse than a parlia-~

mentary and democratic state:

B

For, what in the long run is the aim )

of the anti-fascist -Concentration?
Foresecing the fall of the fascist stato
by an uprising of the proletariat and,
in general, of all the oppressed maisses,
the Concentration is preparing to ar-
rest this movement, to paralyse it, and
to thwart it of its conquest ““in order
to pass off the victory of the renovated
counter-revolution for a so-called vic-

tory of a demacratic hourgeois Tevol- ; - ..

ution.”” If this dialectic of the living
social forees is lost sight of for a sinule

‘moment. the risk is run of getting in-

extricably entangled and of swerving

off the right road. T believe théfe can- .

not be the slightest misunderstanding
between us on this score.

DEMOCRATIC AND TRANSITIONAL.
' SLOGANS

LBlzf es this mean that we com-
munists reJect” “a pricri” all demo~"

Y o




: cratlc ic watchw iords all transmxonal{ or
pre para,torv slogansg, keeping ourselves
-1gid Iy to-the. N ‘proletarian dictator-
ship” alone? That would be displaying

a ;stenle doctrmalre sectarianism. We
:dg_not believe for a single moment that
" simple revolutionary leap suiﬁces B0
*cross what separates the fascist regime
fram the proletarian dictatorship. In
fio “wise «do we deny the transitional
"phase with its transitional demands,
~inclnding the demands of demacraev
‘TGt 1t is precisely with the aid of these
transitional slogans, which are always
the starting point on the road to pro-
letarian dictatorship, that the com-
-~ munist vanguard will have to win the
" whole working class and that the latter
will have to unite around itself all the

. oppressed masses of the natipn.. And
+ here I do not exclude even the eventu-
. ality of B constituent assembly which,
in~cértain elroumst.ances could ‘be 1m-

precisely, .-the process .of the
revoiutmnary awakening of  thé
oppressed . masses. To be sure,

on the historical scale and over the

period of a number of years, the des-

tiny of Italy will incontestably be re-
duced to the following alternative:
fascism or communigsm. But to claim
that the concept of this alternative has
already now penetrated the conscious-
ness of the uppressed classes of the
peopleavould be pure fantasy and would
amonni to considering as already
settled the mast gigantic problem the
solving- of which wholly confronts an

as yot feeble Communist Party. If the

~ l(‘VOhlthIldx\ crisis were to ‘break out,
; “course of the next
§7to catne {(nnder the impiiTsion
of ‘the econoiiic crisis, on the oné side,
fmﬂ undm the revolutmnary mﬁuence
_ coniibg from Qp‘nn on the other), the
broad toﬂmw masses,” workers as well
£, as pessants, would certainly follow up
© - their econgmic demands. with demo-
: cratic. slogans (sich. as fréedom of
assenibly, -of press, of trade wunion
_.orgammtion démocratic roprebentatmn
if Parliament and 1h the Tunicipal-

" fticsy. Does this mean that the:Com,
Miitadist Party. shonld reject these de-
fwmands? On the contrary. - It will
;have -to stamp them with the maost
“ audacious and ‘most mte;z;orx(d.l aspect

‘¥ possible. For the proletarian dictator-
P(\shxp cannot, be “imposed” upon ‘the
popular masses. Tt can he realised

only by ecarrying on "the battle—the
battlein full—for all the transitional
. demanlds requirements and peeds of
the makses, and- at the very head of
7 the masses.

v ‘Tt-should be recalled here that Bol—
shovism did not at all arrive tn power
with the, aid pf the abstract watch-
word' of the proletarian dictatorship.
FWe fought lor the constituent assembly ,
 raach more boldly than all the other!
v Fparties. We.sald to the peasmnts
“You demand the equalitamg

‘impernialistic

| conmunism

_this occasion, I repeat,

must support the ‘workers.” As to the
war, we said further to the peasants:
Um communist aim is to war againsb
all the oppressors. . But you bave ot
govten to the pu_mt of seeing so far.
You are in a hurry to escape from the
war.
Boisheviks, will help you do this.’
do not deal here with the question of
what exactly should be the -central
slogans of the trapsitional epoch in
Italy in this year 1930. .To determine
them, and.to “establish the timely suc-
Lessmn it would be necessary to know
the internal life of lraly much better
than I know it, and it would be neces-
sary to be in much closer contact with
its totling masses. And here, in ad-
dition to a good method, it is necessary
to know the art of hdvmg the ear of
the masses. Therefore, I want to point
out here anly the (ommonplaces of the
transitional demands in the struggle of
against  fascism and
against bosrgeois society in general.

DEMOCRATIC CHARLATANISM

5. However, while holding to this or
that democratic slogay, we muyst take
good care to fight relentlessly against,
all forms of democratic charlatanism.
The ‘‘Democratic Republic of the
workers,”” watchword of the Italian
Social-Demoeracy, is a. sample of this
low-grade charlatanism, = A republic
of the workers can only be a proletar-
ian class state. The democratic re-f
public is only a masked form' of the
bourgeois state. The mixture of the
two 1s only a petty bourgeais illusion of
the social-democratic  masses below
{(workers, peasants) and an impudent
falsehood of the social-democrats at
the top (of atl the Turatis, Modiglianis
and I don’t know who else).
if I opposed
and still oppose the formula of ‘‘Nat-
mn&l Aszembly on the basis of Work-
crs’ and Peasants’ Comiittees,”” it is
precisely hecause this formula comes
too close to the slogan of the *‘Demo-
cratic ‘Republic of -the Workers”’ put
forth by the social-democrats, and
could be very pernicious for us n our

strugele against the social democracy. |

.- FASCISM AND SOCIAL .
DEMOCRACY

6. The assertion made by the official
leadership (of the Communist Party)
that the social democracy allegedly no
longer exists in Italy, is nothing but
a consoling theory of hureaucratic
optimists who ‘wish to see acquired
advautages at - the point where the
question still is one of heavy tasks to
accomplish. TFascism has not liguid-
ated the social democracy but has, on
the contrary, preserved -it. In the
. eyes of the masses it does not bear the
responsibility for the regime, of which
ifit has itself fallen vietim in part. It

enjoy- 11&, in this way that It acquires new
"ment of the land. And for hat you | symp:mhles and holds on to the old

Nobody but Jus, |
1

And on'!

And a moment will cdme when the
social democracy will coin money ‘out

of the blood of Matteotti just as
ancient Rome Qui with the blood of
Christ.  And it"1s therefore not ex-

clnded ‘that in the first period of the
revolutionary crisis, - the leadership
should ‘find ‘itsell mainly concentrated
in the bands of the social .democracy.
If substantial masses are immediately
.drawn into the moveroent, and if the
Communist Party keeps on the right
road, it may well be that the social
-democraoy in a brief space of time, is
soon reduced to zero. But that Would
be a task to accomplish and net a con-
guest to realise. [t is impossible to
leap over this problem; you must know
how to solve it.- Here I reeall that
Zinoviev, and after him Mannilsky and
other Ktusinens, harl already declared
on two or three occasions that the Gei-
man social denjocracy also no longer
existed in_ _fact.

In 1925‘" the ‘Communist Internat’
ional, in its declaration to the French

arty written by the light hand of
Lo70w;kv had likewise decreed that
the French Social-Democratic Party
had definitely left the scene.. The left
opposition always spoke up ‘energeti<
cally agaipst this light-minded ‘judg-
ment. Only downright fools o
traitors can'want to have the proletar-
ian vanguard of Ttaly believe that the
Jt%han social democracy could no long—
Ner play the role that the German sotial
democracy had in the revolution of
1918.

But it can be affirmed that the sodial
democracy will not succeed once more
in betraying and surrendering = the
Ttalian ];roletarmt as it did one time
Palready in 1920. These illusions-and
these traps are ended?! Too many
times in the eourse of its history has
the proletariat been deceived first by
liberalism and then bv the social demo-
cracy.

What is more, we cannot lose,.- s1ght
of the fact that-since 1920, ten_ ful
véars have_elapsed, and eight ye
since the advent of fascism. The chll-
dren who were fen and twelve years
old in 1920-22, and who have seen in
Lthese years what the work of the fas-
vists was, now constitute the mew
generatmn of workers  and peasantc
who will fight heroically against fas:
cism but who, on the other hand, ‘will
lack political " experience. The com-
munists will come. into contact: with
the reAl masses only during the ‘Tevol-
ution itself and, in the best of cases,
they will need months to reach the
pomt of demolishing and overturning
the social democracy. which, I repeat.
fascism has not liquidated but has, Jor
the contrary, preserved.

To conclude, a few words on an im-
portant question of  fact, ‘on . whick
there cannot he two dxffereni: opinions
in our circle. Should or can the; Left

{ C'cmtmueid at foot of . next, page)




THE GERMAN REVOLUTION
. -AND THE FUTURE
The entry of Allied troops into Ger-
_many ‘marks the beginning of the end
- for German imperialism- and for the
- Nazis. # The complete coliapse of the
- Hitler regime cannot be long delayed.
. In four years the swing of the pendu-
Tum has brought German imperialism

s

- from the attainment of its dream of

. Ewropean domination to the position
+of " 1mminent  ‘distnemberment and
. poweMessness. There have been few
changes in the histery of warfare and
.of the relations between the nations so
~-graphic and so-speedy. But in them
. is reflected the instability of relations
- betweea the nations and the social con-

- tradietions” within the nations them

selves. :

. -In 1940, Trotsky wrote commenting
" on Hitler’s victories: :

. ‘*The, political map has been re- |
shaped, with equal speed in no other

epoch .save that of the Napoleonic
wars. ~ At that time It was a ques-
tion of outlived feurdal states which
had to give Way before the bourgeois
national state. Today it i5 a ques-
ti«&?_ of outlived bourgeois states
wifich  must give way before the
Socialist Federation of the peoples.”’

“ For from Hitler's defeats refuting,
they servé to confirm tbe idea here

expressed. It is the contradictions of
. world capitalism and.the extension of

o (Céojgtmued"’frm previous page)

- Commniunjsts deliberately resign from
the party itself? There cannot even be
any . question ahout it. Save for rare

. exceptions—and they were mistakes—

none of us ever did that— But I do

- ‘not have a clear idea of the degree or
the means by which the Jtalian com-
rades cati hold on-to this or that post

- inside the party in the present circum-

~.stances.. . T can say nothing concrete

. on this point, except that not one of

: ‘us can allow a comrade to accommodate
. himself to a false or equivocal political
“pesition in the eyes of the party or the
. masses with a view to aveiding expul-
- siom. ) ’ .

." . I shake yqur hand.
: . Yours,
-LEON TROTSKY.

;}am»u,mm.
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- The Coming
- Revolution

Ithe war to a world, rather than a. NO STABLE GOUNTER-.REVOLU-_“" :

‘on the plains of the

But in conquering Europe, and in

judgment as_to their tapacity to

W. L N.

Europecan arena, (which these contra- .
dictions made inevilahle), which have !
led to Hitler's undoing on the military |
field. Moréover, there is a profound
significance in the fact that the heart
of Hitler's Wehrmacht was torn out

pkraine and the
banks of the Volga.. Tn howgver dis-
torted a form, it was a reflection d¢f the
superiority of the coming new society
of socialism over deegying capitalism.
This in ‘itself is an indication of the
decline and decay of the bourgeois
system.

his attempts to heold it down, Hitler
bhad undermined completely the social
basis which capitalism possessed. In
so doing, the Nazis have left a legacy
to the “victors’”’, a legacy of social
storms and convulsions never before
attained in the tich history of the Old
‘Continent which once dominated all
others. ) .

In articles reflecting the hourgeois
disquiet, the “‘Econemist’’ has pomted
ont that the middle class in France
and other occupied countries has been
reduced to a fraction of what it was,
as the result of the Nazi demand for
factory - workers, the ruin occassioned
by the war, general dislocation, lack
of supplies except for war industry,
bombing, etc. In the rural areas,
though on ‘a smaller scalc, t.he same
process has taken place. This, coupled
with the tremendous psychological
shock occassioned by the events of the
war, the collaboration of the bour-
geoisie of the defeated countries with
the invaders, has undermined - the
former habitual acceptance of hour-
geois domination aver the nation. Not.
alone. the _working class, but the
peasant and petty-bourgeois masses

German

By TED GRANT

- »

. TIONARY CAPITALIST ARMIES -
' IN EUROPE
It is a fact which has escaped at-
tention in the working class press, but
a factor of profound imiportance, that .
in all Europe there is not a single .

stable bourgeois army, which-will be =

left "after the destruction of the Ger- -

man army. A startling fact upon which . .

“revolutionay’’ pessimists could well
ponder! The French army has vanish-
ed, and the army assembled at Algiers -
- would hardly fulfil the purpose. The .
Ttalian army and those. of the Low i
Countries have been dissolved. Po-
land’s pitiful .emigre army, though
selected and organised for the purpose,
could hardly fill the bill. In the
Balkans, the armies of Greece and
Yugoslavia have been smashed and
those of Rumania and Bulgaria which
have managed formally to retain their
form, are already in a shaky condition.
If we include the British as a European
army, it is composed dominantly of
workers whose ranks are so imbued -
with an-anti-capitalist and even social-~
ist consciousness, that it would be im-
possible to use it for a protracted per-
1iod for punitive or repressive purposes.
Once. Hitler has vanished, in the con-
sciousness of this fine proletarian mat-
erial “the reason for their presence in
Europe will have disappeared as well.

There remains of the bourgeois arme
ies, only the extra European forces of
American imperialism. Pelitically they
are extremely backward. And it is on
this backwardness that world imperial:
ism-is relying to save the situation in
Europe. But the Achilles heel of the
American collossus lies in the fact that..
this. mass of soldiery is completely
lacking in a cohesive ideology. Most
of -the American soldiers are indiffer-

inevitably will seek revolutionary. solu- Bdut to the propaganda of American im-

tions to the unhearable agony to which,
thev: have heen brought by the capit-’
alist ‘Pegime: The harsh school through
which thev are going. will teach the
masses rapidly.  All. the - political
trends and tendencies, will come up éor

e_
liver the goods. -

The crisizx of the bourgeois regime is
far more profoiind than it was in 1918.
The shocks involved with the collapse
of Fascism in Ttaly are but the shadow

perialism on the aims of the war. Those
who are at all politically conscious de-
sire the lquidation of Fascism—but
all are unanimous in a dssire to “go
home.”” - Those who have been affected
by the reactionary propaganda, tend
to direct their animosity against the
Japanese rather than against the Ger-
mans. Once Hitler has disappeared,.
in an atmosphere of universal hostijl-
ity; the American army too wiil raprdly

become demoralised if used against any :

gection of the Buropean workers. Their » -

of ‘coming events.

desire to return to the States will be- -




' come transformed into political ‘op-
_position to the ruling class. )
* " Meanwhile, the bureaucrats in con-

trol of the Red Army are more. terrified

e

even than those in control of the im-
perialist:" armies. at the possibility
lodged in a mingling of the Red Army

_ soldiers with the workers and peasants

of QGermany. “They have endeavoured
by everg means in their power to create

“a. wall of hatred between them, Pre-

parations have been made to use the

. Hed Army to crush completely any ten-
dency in the direction of Socialist Re-

of the countries overruxn.

volution on the part of the German
working class. But .immediately the
masses in (ermany move in the dir-
cetion of uprising and reprisals against
the Nazis and the German ruling class,
in Soviet occupied areas it will have a
profound effect on the workers and
peasants comprising the Red Army, It
will tend to rekindle the flame of the
Qctober Revolution. Thus as a stable
and sure base for, capitalist - counter
revolution and occupation, the Red
Army would be even motre unstable
than any other. -

This is the background on- which
events in Clermany will develop—a
background of revolutionary disturb-
ances~ and convulsions throughout
Europe.

IDEOLOGIGAL PREPARATION FOR
ALLIED REPRESSION IN EUROPE
Inside Germany all the conditions

have matured for social explosions.
Revolution .is inevitable. - If 1t is as-

suméd that the Allies should succeed.
in occupying. Germany hefore the re-:
volution - breaks out, this could only

temporarily delay the denouement.
Inevitably,- an upsurge would «develop
uniting the mass of the people behind
the working: class in ‘its struggle for
emancipation from social and national
enslavement. Taking a leaf out’ of
Hitler’'s book, the Allies intend im-
posing a regime on Germany similar to
that imposed by the Nazis on France
and other countries they have overrun.
They can only do’ this by the use dof
the same methods of terror, tortures
and reprisals by means of which the
Gestapo and the 8.8, maintained their
short-lived - and precarious "occupation
The Allies
will achieve even less success in their
endeavours to hold down tha population
of Germany.

In their endeavour to prepare the
wayv psychologically for their reprisals
and executions, as a means of terror-
ising the masses in Germany into sub-
mission, the Allies have in recent weeks
begun a sustained campaign of hatred

‘-“_and vilification against the German

peopld as a whole. The myth that the
Nazi§ and the German people are one

- .and the same thing, and that all Ger-

mans are by innate nature ‘“Huns”’,
“war-loving’!,  ‘‘brutal’; “fascist

' ','bem;ts””, - “murderers”, etc., without

tl

‘their aims.

W.LN. .
the slightest spark of human decency,
is -being .systematically = propagated.
The undoubted atrocities which the de-
praved elements of the S.8.; and the
Nazis have perpetrated against the
‘peoples of Europe, serve as the ostén-
gible excuse for the legend -that the
whole of the German nation -is respon-
sible. It is conveniently forgotten by
the gentry manufacting this . hatred,
that the 5.8, learned its sadism in
action against the worker-socialists,
communists and trade unionists in
Germany itself. And that this, savag-
ery had begun even prior.to Hitler’s
coming to power. They wish the masses
to overlook the delight with which they
regarded Hitler’s oppression of the
German masses, and the approval with
which it was regarded by the demo-]
cratic statosmen, as a. safeguard
against socialist revolution. But in
hoth cases they are remaining true to
! Behind the support for
Hitler, as behind the attack on the
German wasses as “poisoned Hitler-
ites’’, lies the same c¢lass motive: fear
of the socialist revolution,

From a somewhat similar angle can
he explained the mabid chauvinism and
race hatred preached by the Kremlin.
The. co-operation with Hitler <in the
Stalin-Hitler Pact, and now the fren-
zied and insane denunciation of every-.
thing German, in reality present the
same symmetrical pattern: fear of the
socialist revelution in Germany and its
threat to the power and -privileges of
the Stalinist bureaucracy. :

On this question all the forces of the
old society are united. Though of
course, they intend to utilise the pos-
ition to squeeze all they can out of the
German miasses in their own interests.

THE GERMAN PEOPLE UNDER
THE NAZIS
Hitter, having come to power, crush-
ed the working class with the aid of
the middle class, then speedily turned
on the deluded petty hourgeois. That

was the significance of the June 30th

plrge ,of 1934. -Having duped the
middle class with demagogic phrases
and propaganda against the combines,
the Nazi dictatorship revealed itself
as the ferocious agent of finance cap-
ital. If the middle élass had heen
ruined in the ‘‘democratic’’ Weitar
republic  this was ‘as nothing to the
state to which they were reduced under
the Nazis, crippling taxation and the
wiping. out of large sections of the]
middle class as a social grouping were
speeded up beyond anything which had
obtained in pre-Nagzi Germany. :
Incapable of solving the crisis of
German capitalism the bloated Nazi
bureaucracy had no course other than
war. Nazism was revealed as the
“chemically -distilled essence of the
pure culture of imperialism’’. But on
this road, weakened German capitalism

could only travel by forcing the masses
in. But the pent-up energies of the

to tighten -their belts even -furthetr.”
“‘Guns before butter’”’ was the grim
programme of the Nazis before th
present war began. BRI

In the six years between the Naszg
coming to power and the -invasion of
Poland, the mass basis of the Nazis:
had largely disappeared. The mass of
the working class never :supported.
them. The middle class. had becorme ,
disillusioned. The victories of 1939-40:
may have resulted in a- temporary wave.
of chauvinism, but .this was rapidly
dissipated by the horrors of the ‘war:.
against the Soviet Union. One {hing
alone has paralysed the German masses
from taking action against the hated
regimne, and that has been the ‘fear of
the consequences of Allied victory.

Neither in the Bast from the side of
Stalin, nor in the West from the
Allies, has any attractive alternative
been offered to them. Indeed,. the
threats emanati from the Soviet.

1

_Urion have been even more frightening

t0 the masses than from the Allied ime.
perialists. ~Thus, Stalin has presented
Goebbels with ths.‘secret weapon'' by
means of which ‘‘national unity’ in.
the Reich has been maintained. .- . .
But a “national unity”’ founded on
fear of the consequences of defeat, and
backed with the terror of the 8.8. and
the Gestapo, cannot . be maintained .
indefinitely in the face of the pgounting
catastrophies suffered by .the Nazi
regime. The -disintegration of - the

' Nazi Reich proceeds apace. Germany

is now almost the last®of the Nazi-
occupied countriés. The tens '\a'nd
thousands of arrests of anyone_‘who.
could be remotely suspected of ophos- .
ition, . and dangerous thoughts towards
the regime, are an indication of this.,
More and more, as the masses hecome’
bitter and resentful, the Nazis are like
conquerors in a foreign land. The
newspapers report of Hamburg—Red -
Hamburg—that large numbers of the
S.8. _mon have been found  either
knifed, or with their heads battered in
—but with their wsapons stolen. - Tt
is reported that S.8. and Gestapo men
dare not move ahont in the large in- :
dustrial cities of Germany at night
singly—but go in pairs and groups—
jso many have been found dead, their
fire-arms missing. Instructive .epi-
sodes! They mirror- the intensity of
the hatred towards the regime which
‘surely must be the greatest in history.
and—the thirst for revenge on the
part of the German masses. . =~ F
All the conditions for revolutionary
upheaval are now present. It but re-
quires some accident which will set the.
workers of onie large industrial city in.
Germany into open collision with the.
Nazis, and all Germany wil} be pluriged
into the Revolution. Tt fs similar fo:
the situation.in Ttaly before the 'fall-
of Mussolini, except that in Germs’
the masses are fearful of the’ Allies;
they gain the opportunity of: marchi




" dng of the revolution
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German Revolation must hurst forth

. dn’a far.more gigantic explosion than

“‘..in the Ttalian peninsula.

SPLITS IN THE GERMAN
RULING CLASS

. The knowledge of the .inevitability
of defeat, and the pressure of the
" masses from below, has already led the
“Gerinan bourgeoisie to attempt to rid
themselves of the mascot Hitler, now
transformed into a milistone around
eir necks. This in itself, is a symp-
-tom of the revolutionary crisis in Ger-
many. As always, in history, the com-
f is’ marked by
irreparable fissures. and antagonisms
~-opening out within the ranks of the
- ruling class itself. TUnder an open
dictatorship, this always manifests it-
self in plots and conspiracies. - The
A3enerals’ revolt, and the reports which’
indicate an Allied, or even entirely
separate conspiracy on the part of cer-
+ain groupings of indusirialists, were
‘manifestations of this process in Ger-
‘many. But neither the Generals nor
the industrialists - were completely
united on the need or the time to rid
‘themselves of the Nazis. The same
-cause which propelled a desperate sec-
- tion forward momentarily paralysedand
terrified other sections. Their atten-
" tion was rivetted on events in Italy.
‘where the removal of Mussolini pro-
voked, instead of forestalling the re-
volutionary storm. The freshness of
these events and the under-current of
social ‘antagonisms now. rising openly
--to the surface, convinced them that
‘the removal of Hitler if anything
would provoke even worse consequences
for their class. : )
Moreover, Hitler and "his group of
‘human scum, thugs and adventurers,
‘had no intention of retiring from the
'scene to suit their paymasters, who no
longer had any use for“them. They
'did not intend to he cast aside, like
" the bourgeoisie toss away their worn-
out mistresses. They, too had observed
+the” events in Italy and attempted to.
profit by the lesson. This hooligan
gang had nothing to gain and would
Tose all by such a change—including
also their lives. They had no- parti-
cular regard for ‘‘Germany’’, whether
bourgeois or any other Germany, ex-
cept from the point of view of milking
her. . These gangsters have sown such
a harvest of hatred and scorn that
there is no way out for them—they act
with the desperation of cornered rats.
And the. German ~hourgeoisie which
only yesterday had luscious visions of
explotting all Europe, finds itself in-
- capable of asserting immediate control
in. Germany—the forces they have
" raised from the depths of society have
- expropriated them politically, and at-
tempt to act as an independent force
threatening even the members of the
bourgeoisie itself. i
Thus i is, revealed that in the dia-

! selves.

 European
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lectics of class rule the pattern is not | if there is the tendenc}r'j.to"t}-m;seﬁ

at 4ll simple, but extremely complex. | up of Soviets and workers’ committes

ALLIED PLANS AFTER
HITLER'S FALL

However, measures of terror cannot
save Hitler. Even if by some miracle
the Nazis could stave off military de-
feat for a time (and this is not entirely
excluded by the relationship of forces),

the inevitable” collapse of the regime |

from internal explosions is drawing
near. The desperation of the regime is

but a reflection of the desperation of

the masses. Firing squad$, arrests,

.terror,, concentration camps are all use-

less for a regime which has completely
outlived itself. There is not a live

thread in the whole structure left.

Even the S.8. and the Gestapo have no
faith in the future, and large numbers
are seeking for a way to save them-
In addition to which the war
has compelled the breaking down of the
8.8., which is no fonger a carefully
selected instrument of suppression, but
has been diluted with large numbers

of fresh eclements and even foreign.

mercenaries with an entirely different
training and outlook to the old mem-
bers. Even these latter cannot remain
unaffected hy the prevailing mood
among the bulk of the population in
Germany. : Hitlerism is in its death
agony. The piling up of contradictions
has reached such a degree of intensity

that it has gone far beyond the limits.

which any society can bear.
What will be the exact course of

developments, it would be impossible.

to predict« All that can be laid down
is the general course of events thab
will ensue. - One of the factors which
dictates the pathological campaign
against the Germans hy the Stalinists
and _the bourgeocisie, is their fear of
the tradition of the German workers.
Numerically the strongest sector of the
proletariat,- the Germah
workers have a tradition of education
on the ideas of Marxism which extends
back for more than two generations.

Under the influence of!\the crisis, these-
ideas must inevitably be. revived with

tenfold strength, especially within the
vanguard, now that the masses have
gone through the hell of fascism.

Bitler has drained the social reserves:

of German capitalism. The middle
class—whittled down to a shadow of
what it was before Hitler—or even
before the war—can no longer provide
a stable basis for reaction. On the
contrary, the pendulum must inevit-
ably swing in the opposite direction.

The middle class, which drew behind |
it sections of the hackward workers |

in its period of counter-revolutionary
frenzy, will follow the lead of the work-
ers in a new revolutionary upsurge.

* Tf in France, Italy and other coun-
tries, the workers have immediately
taken to the road of mass expropri-
ations, and arrests of the employers;

‘master of the sithation once . th

i1if the workers immediately begin
- seize factories and to arm themseélves:
in.  ofder to -~make themselve

i pressure of the Nagi military machine

{ was released-—what will the. posit,ut. be
"in Germany? Incvitably in a situation-

" of chaos and ruin, the masses will be
imipelled to settle accounts with the .

Nazis in the most rathless fashion.
Almost automatically on the morrow of ..

the workers’, soldiers’ and peasants’..
committees. would be compelled to at-:
tempt to assert control of Germany:. .
the sovialist revolution would pose- -
itself as the sole solution. R

An uprising on these lines has al-"
ready been envisaged in the calcula-
tions of Anglo-American imperialism, -/
Churchill’s statement in parliament
that the “Germans'’ could not escape
responsihility for their crimes by turn-
ing to Communism was a warning in
advance of the repression of the Allies
in that event. But the consequences .
for Europe and the world of such a’
movement,; wonld slip bevond the con-
trol of the imperialists. ~ Revolutionary
convulsions. as far away as Asia and

restless colonial slaves of the imper-
lalists. - _— . . i
 Accepting the worst variant in devel-.
opments in the immediate future—that =
Hitler could succeed in holding down
the population till the Allies march .
and dccupy the whole of Germany, and
that the :fall of Nazism takes place.
through its military debacles, what fol-
lows would be a different pattern to the
one sketched above certainly! . But how
different? From the Nazis oppressing |
the German workers, the German
workers would hbecome oppressed not
only socially but nationally as well, by
the foreign conquerors. i
And what can the bourgeoisie of
Germany, or the Allies, offer any sec-

present conditions, the Allies as well as
the German bourgeoisie regard the ex-
istence of a democratic regime as
dangerous. because it could not be long

lasting. Hence the programme of the. -
German bourgeoisie cannot but be, to -~

accept the position of a satellite of
Anglo-American Imperialism—of Quis-
lings. . o
The Allies intend to place themselves
in the position formerly .occupied by-
the Nazis. but hope to retain the pre-: -
sent political *relationships  intaet. =~
Everything is' to iremain .unchanged!’

Allies at home.

maintain the pretence of a war o
exterminate Fascism and too open’n '
revelation of their aims would provoke:
repercussions among their own work

a successful uprising against Hitler, .’

Africa would he felt among the already -

tion of the German population? Under .

With or without the Allies, the Nazi .
Party would disappear-—and its exigt-
cnce Wwould - extremely -embarrass the. ' .
They still -have t6 .



dred% of- ‘the Nazi: tops would have- to
“be temoved. as a gesture to satisfy the
~“mob’’.  But as for the rest, the Nazi

remain ‘as suhordmata partners of thB
"lmperialists. The system of repression
" established - by . ﬁn&ger,—except the
‘racial - d]scrmn‘natwn_agmnst the Jews,
the abolition of which would not cost
‘the Allies an\;thmg, and. would be an
- expensive gesture, would remam -in
operatlon with «#&id;t.mmrl nnprove-
ments’’: such as’ the curfew. - The
patial race would now be the Germans.
. That is the pattern of occupation as
. ‘established by. the military regulations
;6o the first strip of territory in T-
: many, occupied by the Allies.

““dread. the experience of Fascism -in
. Europe, but. are unable to profit there=
*by.  Hitler’s rulﬁ, as that of Musso-
- lini; depended on a number of factors,
all . of which have disappeared today.
No regime can last without mass back-
ing:. : This backmg was given in the
- first” period. of the rule of fascism by
. the “deluded ‘middle class. Once they

had. become disillusioned it was only
“the inertia, “apathy, and disappoint-
* ment of the masses in the failure and
* incapacity of tlieir own orgamsatlons.
7 which”prevented the dictators’ over-
throw., With the masses. aroused- by

doomed, as is Hitler. . Hitler endeav-
“qured, b\ military fOrce to replace the
shattered ranks. of Mussolini’ s militia,
He has-found in North Italy that once
. overthrown, it was impossible to rein-
state the fascists, though they tried
bard enough. A totalitarian oppres-
sion is bad eénough.” A foreign totali- !
tarian repression is unbearable!

But the Allied capitalist statesmen
realise this only too well.. They are
expecting as. .desperate a resistance as
the Nazis received in the lands they
conquered. TTence there is a clear and
cool calculation ip the campaign pushed

* forward in the bdurgeois press of Brit-
ain and America, that the Nazis ex-
pecting inevitable defeat are preparing
to go-‘'‘underground”.. The idea in
itself does not bear examination. No
more than in the case- of Mussolini,
could Hitler with what little support
he still possesses, survive the military
debacle. ©~ But -the thoroughly roused

erman masses who have had to put
up with unbearable repression, would
not, for -long tolerate the repression of
~the Allies, espectally-ag they. witness
the Allied fmtermzatwn with and pro-
tection of, the Nazi bureatcrats and
eapltahsts They would ihevitably re-
sist in the most desperate fashion the

Allied oppression and exploitation. - In
‘order to kill any sympathy or support

for such movements of opposition
among the workers in the Allied coun-
tries. the Allied command are prepar-

Ing to use Stalin’s technique and label

prery. such uprising, strike, protest or

v A
ot

hureaucracy and - the camtalssts would:

The’ bourgemsm have noted with

‘the events -of thg war, Mussolini -wag

a—
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| demonstration; as “‘underground Nazi’’

or “Nazi inspired”’. ' Hence, their
terror and fear of fraternization be-
tween the German workers ang. Allied
armies; hence their adoption of the
sine technique as Hitler (who in turn
had learned it from the rqpression of
the Fmperialists in the colonies in the
occupied. territories). The destructiou
of the little .town of Wallendorf had
the same deliberate aim -as the destrue-
tion of Lidice and other towns by the
Nazis: To terrorise the population and
create. a gulf between them and the
Allied soldiers. But all such efforts in
the long run will break down, on the
disgust of the Allied soldiers at being
used for such reprisals and punish-
ments.

' PREPARE FOR THE SOCIALIST
REVOLUTION '

" Meanwhile, in Germany itself under
‘the . claws. of the ‘Nagis a new gener-
ation -of mvolutlonanes is béing fash-
ioned. A peneration hard and unbreak-
able, tested and steeled, in the fire of
Nazi repression. The Allied rulingf
class directs its propaganda against the
German youth. With good reason!
Not at all because it is “‘corrmupted”’ by
the teachings of Nazism, but- because
of its striving towards - revolutmnan
change. Again the example of Italy
indicates how easily youth, which feels
the burden of faselst :represgion and
stifting - of 41l initiative: and independ-
ence, more than- any ‘other section .of
the populatmn assimilates rapidly re-,
voluntionary ideas and methods at the
Arst  opportunity. - The: reports -which
have trickled through show -the strong
opposition in Germany against Hitler-
|isTn ' even now among the. youth. The
working class and even the middle -class
student youth and schoolboys have pro-
vided groups of recruits to the anti-
Nazi organisations,

Tor many reasons it is likely that the
old .workers’ organisations, which so
ignobly surrendered to Hitler, may ot
gain so firm a support even in the
early stages of the revolution in Ger-
many as in the other countries in
Europe. .Any attempt tg co-operate
with the Allied conguerots would im-
mediately label them as traitors in the
eyes of the masses. The Stalinist pro-
gramme of Vansittartite 'repressions
and reparations would ~ speedily “los#f
these gentry any support they might
muster in Germany. From the ranks
of the German workers will come some
of the finest fighters for the Socialist
revolution. JIn Germany what groups |
of Socialists, Communists and worker |
opposﬂbmmsts existed and developed |

have been compelled to weigh up the
situation and give a ledd independently
of the bureaucrats of Stalinism and the
Social Démocrats, by the very con-
ditions of the unparalletied Nazi terror.
In the fdctories the best inilitants have

| ition against this.
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fully and theroughly.. Upon these re--
volutionary fighters, it -will not be- se.
easy to impose the policy of ciass eol-
laboration. The thoughts of the Ger:
man workers are bitter and they have’
been colourcd by the excesses of the-
Nazis. Every w/orker must,_have .cast
longing glanees at the lamp-posts when.
faced ~with some particularly irksome-
tyranny on the part of the Nazis or
his bosses—he does not make .much
distinction between his employer. or
factory “fuhrer’” and the Nazi. regime.

But the fate of Germany obviously
cannot be separated from the fate. of
Europe. The millions of foreign slaves.
that Hitler imported into Germany will
play an important role in this respect.
 They have established * secret and.
friendly relations with .the Gérman
workers despite the strict Nazi prohib- .
They will take back
‘memories of the German workers op-
position to the regime and their frater-
nal class solidarity when they return
to- the countries from whence  they
came. ' The problem of the German re-
volution canniot be separated from the
problem of the revolution in all Bur-
ope. The war has tied the fate of all:
the ' European ‘countries together..
Events in one will have immediate re—
percussions in all the others.

In this connection the events im:
Bulgaria when the Red Army marched
in, mirroer in miniaturd the possibilities
10dged in the situation in the whole of
Furope. Despite all, when the Red
Army marched into Sofia the olass not.
the national or racial instincts immedi--
ateg) exerted their supremacy. Ac-.
cording tn the report published in the’
“News ‘Chronicle’” (significantly the.
only paper which carried the news in
Britain and even more sigmificantly
only in the early editions, .as it was
suppressed in the Jater 1ssues) thé Red
Army soldiers were’ ‘fraternising with’
the civilian population, wifh the Bul-
garian Army and with the .German
soldiers! One ecstatic mass exchangmg
the Red Front salute!

As™*the British correspondent w}m
witnessed these events, ingenigusly re--
marked. the Communist Party could
‘have taken power without any possi-
bility of opposition but did not seem:
to want to do so! What an historical
crime has been committed by the per-
Fidions raole of Stah,msm' .

However, the task is not to meditate
on the role of Stalinism and reformism,
but  to  prepare - actively to combat
them. The military battles in Europe.
are drawing to a close the. era of ‘class-

tle will replace it. o

f the Revolutionary Commumsts of
Germany together with the Fourth In-«»
‘ternational everywhere, can succeed in
finding their way to the “masses : and’
huilding strong revolutmnary - parties;
it is they who will determine the:-

learned to appralse the situation care-

future—that - of ' the: Soclahst Umted.
States of Europe. .
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