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HE initiai months of the period

followineg the second imperialist
world war already clearly show that
the profound changes brought about
by the latter have far from eliminated
the difficulties and the contradictions
which have convulsed the capitalist
world, especially since the war of
1914-18. Despite certain existing
weaknesses of the revolutionary work-
ers’ movement, there is mno reason
whatever to assume that we are facing
a new epoch of capitalist stabilization
and development.

On the contrary, the war has acted
only to aggravate the disproportion
between the increased productivity of
capitalist economy and the -capacity
of the world market to absorb it. The
war has aggravated the disorganisation
of capitalist economy and has destroy-
ed the last possibilities of. a relatively
stable equilibrium in social and inter-
national relations.

By its total and world-wide char-
acter, by its duration, by the havoc
it wrought owing to technical dis-
coveries culminating in such a terrify-
ing explosive force as that of atomic
energy, this war has done more than
any other historical event to wreck the
economic and political structure of the
entire planet. In the economic field,
the impressive development of the pro-
ductive forces of certain countries,
first and foremost the US, stands .in
sharp contrast with the almost total
destruction of the productive appar-
atus of other countries, and the stag-
nation and decay reigning on the world

market. On the social plane, the war
has accelerated, on the one hand, the
concentration of property in the hands
of finance capital, and, on the other,
the proletarianization of large layers
of the petty bourgeoisie, either through
the increased demand for factory work-
ers, or through the economic ruination
of these ‘layers, resulting from famine
and inflation.

Finally, on the plane of international
relations, the war has brought about
the collapse and the complete disinte-
gration of German, Japanese, and Ital-
ian imperialisms, the weakening and
serious decline of British imperialism.

Conversely, it has spurred the tre-
mendous development of American im-
perialism and, on the other hand, the
territorial expansion of the USSR and
the growth of its, effective influence
over large sectors of Europe and Asia.

THE WORLD ECONOMIC
SITUATION

The evolution of world economy
during the war is characterized by two
contradictory processes:

The productive apparatus has grown
and has become concentrated in a num-
ber of countries, and new countries
have undergone industrialization, while
in other countries the economy has
been weakened, disintegrated or de-
stroyed.

The United States has profited the
most from the role conferred upon it
by the circumstances of the war as the
creditor and supplier of all the ‘United
Nations’’ and has thus developed its
industrial apparatus, increased its pro-
ductivity and doubled its production
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in relation to 1939.

Canada, the major part of whose
economy is integrally linked with
America’s, has made a similar leap
forward, doubling her industrial pro-
duction in relation to 1940 and becom-
ing the third commercial nation in the
world, next only to the United States
and England.

The autarchy in which the South
American countries, primarily Brazil
and Argentina, were forced to live
during the war impelled them to speed
up their industrialization. The same
more or less marked process is to be
observed in South Africa, Australia,
New Zealand, India, Egypt and to a
lesser extent certain areas of China
and Indo-China.

On the other hand, the war has led
to the destruction of European econ-
omy, above all that of Germany, which
constituted its main base.

The European industrial apparatus
has been destroyed or remsins para-
lyzed by lack of power (coal, electric-
ity), lack of raw material and by the
decline in the productivity of labour
owing to the deterioration of industrial
equipment.

A great number of ports lie in ruins,
together with the bulk of the land
and maritime system of transport-
ation. :

Despite an apparent enrichment of
the peasantry, the condition of Europ-
ean agriculture has not improved.

Agricultural production is declining
for lack of fertilizer, machinery and
labour. ) ’

The middle and well-to-do peasantry.
despite the hoarding of depreciated
currency, has been unable either to
improve or replace their equipment,
their livestock or their buildings.

The utter financial ruin is illustrated
by the colossal debts of all the Europ-
ean states, their unbalanced budgets
and_inflation. The colossal war ex-
penditures were financed through the
abnormal lowering of the living stan-
dards of the masses, subjected to hun-
ger rations, and through the capitalist
states’ absorbing (through taxes,
loans). the, income of the petty-bour-

xs_tren’bleu, and through ' growing
eficits, - | ) ‘

309 increasing. dispreportion between
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the scarcity of mass consumption goods
and unproductive expenditures for war
needs, has culminated in a catastrophic
depreciation of paper money and in a
staggering rise in the cost of living in
every European country.

Thus for Europe the balance sheet
of the war adds up to unprecedented
umpoverishment, a colossal drop of her
specific weight in world economy, which
accentuates in the extreme her econ-
omic dependence upon other countries,
America in particular.

Europe is not the lone sufferer from
the war havoc and its conseguences.
The economies of Japan, Dutch East
Indies and China have likewise suff-
ered more or less profound shocks.

On the other hand, the disruption of
trade relations during the war and the
immense need for raw materials and
capital, have resulted in super-exploit-
ation and led to an abnormal decline
in the living standard of the colonial
masses through food scarcities, famine
and inflation.

Thus, the war facilitated the develop-
ment and the concentration of the pro-
ductive apparatus of certain countries.
and above all the TUnited States,
raising the productive capacitv of
world economy as a whole to levels
above those of 1939, but simultaneous-
Iy it created the universal impoverish-
ment illustrated by the colossal nat-
ional debts in all countries including
the United States, by inflation, by the
crisis of agricultural production, and
the resulting drop in the absorptive
capacity of the world market.

The war has not only failed to re-
solve the crisis of the markets but, on
the contrary, has enormously aggra-
vated it.

Before American imperialism can
exploit the financial-industrial . poten-
tial it accumulated during the war on
the world market and before it can
attenuate the dangers flowing from the
crisis and its social struggles, it must
first establish its domination over this
market by placing all capitalist coun-
tries—not only in Europe. but through-
out the world—on suitable rations.

Conversely__ the purchasing power of
these countries already greatly reduced
by unremitting wartime imnoverish-
ment cannot he restured without re-
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wonstructing their economy and with-
out their regaining at least their
former markets.

Under these conditions the most pro-
bable persepectives of the evolution of
world ecomomy may be outlined as
follows: The revival of economic act-
ivity in capitalist countries weakened
by the .war, and in particular contin-
ental European countries will be char-
acterized by an especially slow tempo
which will keep their economy at levels
bordering on stagnation and slump.

American economy will soon experi-
ence a relative boom, since it is the
only country capable of .satisfying the
immediate needs of the world market.
This fact will facilitate the full funec-
tioning of its productive apparatus.

However, this increased production
will in a short. while run up against
the limited capacities of the domestic
and world markets.

The United States will then head
for a new economic crisis. which will
be more deep-going and widespread
than that of 1929-33, with far more
devastating repercussions on world
economy.

The relations between the USSR and
the capitalist world are not such as
to favour and promote an economic
revival on a capitalist basis. By striv-
ing to build its own . economic zones,
embracing these countries which are
at present under its control, the
USSR aggravates the commercial crisis
of imperialism.

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

The world situation is dominated by
the power conferred by the war upon
the United States and the USSR, and
by their reciprocal reldtions.

The United States.

The unlimited expansion of Yankee
imperialism lies at the root of the
prevailing disequilibrium and its fur-
ther inevitable aggravation, Thanks
to the circumstances of the war,
American imperial‘lsm has effected a
penetration throughout the world on
a -scale never before attained by any
other imperialism, and it has actually
become the principal manufacturer
and banker of the capitalist world.

The United States has left all its
imperialist rivals for behind. Thanks
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to the development and efficiency of
its industrial apparatus, thanks to the
monopoly of the principal raw mater-
ials, the means of transport and the
abundance of capital at its command,
1t possesses an economic power which
no capitalist market can long resist.

Moreover, the United States has be-
come the world’s foremost military
power upon which crushing superiority
is conferred by its new weapons, and
especially those employing atomic ex-
plosives.

The pacifist and ““liberal”’ mask

perviously assumed by Yankee imper-
plism in order to accomplish and facil-
1tate its economic expansion no longer
corresponds' to the conditions of its
present world expansion. In order to
achieve ‘and consolidate its domination
of the world market, Yankee imperial-
ism will be more and more often
obliged te resort to open force, either
to overawe or, if need be, to attack
and crush anyone opposing its plans.
Toward rival bourgecisie and toward
the USSR, American imperialism pur-
sues a policy combining economic
blackmail and military pressure.
* Furthermore, American imperialism
has become the most conscious and
formidable counter-revolutionary capit-
alist power and the main prop of politi-
cal and® social conservatism. The
authoritarian and reactionary tenden-
cies are taking shape and are being
strengthened within the United States
itself as well as in the rest of the
world.

The ostensibly temporary anti-labour
legislation enforced in the US during
the war (anti-union and anti-strike
laws, wage freeze) is tending to be-
‘come entrenched as a permanent rule
over the labour market.

In China, American imperialism sup-
ports militarily and openly the struggle
of the  reactionary government of
Chungking to crush the revolutionary
movement of the Chinese masses and
to bring the whole country under its
control.

In Japan and Germany, American
imperialism manipulates the old re-
actionary and fascist apparatus as well
as using the reactionary gangs of the
centre and the right.
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In Italy at the moment it supports
the liberals and the Catholics, finan-
cing at the same time the neo-fascls’t,i
movement of the - ¢“Common Man
('Uomo Qualunque). .

In Spain it tries to retain Franco as
long as possible while preparing for
his eventual replacement by the mon-
archy or an ‘‘authoritarian’ demo-

oy . oo

Iny all South American countries it
patronizes and lends its support for
the most part to the military dictator-

ships and in general to Bonapartist:

regimes. It assumes a *‘liberal”’ mask
only in those colonial countrles'wh_ere
it is endeavouring to supplant its im-
perialist competitors. i .

The ‘“‘peace’’ plans of American im-
perialism consist in the consummation
and consolidation of its conquest of the
world market.

The United States has already begun
to imprison the world through a net-
work of politico-economic organizations
such as UNRRA, Food Agricultural
Organization, the Stabilization Fund,
the World Bank for Reconstruction,
the UNO Economic Council set up at
San Francisco with its auxiliaries, the
Export and Import Bank and so on,
backed by a'permanent army and a
system of land, naval and air bases,
which wrest from every mnation a part
of its sovereignty and which has the
long-range aim of establishing the
world hegemony of Yankee imperial-
ism.

Nevertheless this tendency to turn
the world into an American colony
runs up againgt obstacles, both at
home and abroad.

At home, the reconversion from war
to peacetime economy, accompanied by
la,yfoﬂ’s and wage cuts, gives rise to
social struggles which in their ' turn
impede economic recovery: : :

broad, American pressure provoke
‘tigre or less vigorous resistance from
the other imperialisms and above all
from British imperialism, impelling the
latter to entrench themselves within
‘sutarchic bloes and to resume econ-
omic warfare,

Moreover the struggle of the prole-
‘ariat in the metropolitan centres, the
metional liberation movements of the
wgolonial peoples, the USSR and the
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zone it controls, are additional factors
thwarting the plans of the Yankee
imperialists and contributing to the
maturing of the crisis of American
imperialism, N

Thus the world expansion of the
United .States offers it only in the
abstract the advantages of imperialist
exploitation capable of unchecked and
unlimited development, In reality it
encompasses’ at’ the same time ‘all of
the contradictions characterizing the
economie, social and political structure
of world capitalism and all this serves
to subject the United States to the
gravest convulsions, and render it
susceptible to- every shock and crisis
arising in any part of the world.

The Soviet Union.

Facing the United States stands the
USSR, which has withstood the test
of the war thanks to the inter-imper-
ialist antagonisms and thanks to the
superiorities of its social system. K

In spite of the indirect aid given Ger-
man 1mperialism in its open struggle
against the USSR by the Anglo-Amer-
ican imperialists, the acuteness of the
inter-imperialist antagonisms "did not
permit the stablishment of an effective
anti-Soviet united front by the world
bourgeoisie. - The USSR greatly profit-
ed from this division and, based on its
nationalized economy and planned pro-
duction, was able to win the  war
against the section of imperialism
which constituted the Axis. But in
the course of the development of the
war_and due to jts coneequences, the
conditions have been created for a
more unified opposition to the USSR
on the part of the world bourgeoisie
as a whole than ever before; this time,
under the leadership of the United
States and Great Britain. The actusl
present position of the USSR can be
understood only in relation to the
whole complex of changes caused by

the war, internslly as well as inter-
natlonalf{l. .
Nevertheless, despite its territorial

conquests, the war has brought the
following consequences to the USSR:
1. The war has enormously weakened
the country's economy by ‘‘checking
its development’’ (Molotov’'s speech on
the 28th Amniversary of the gzzober
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Revolution), by decimating the econ-
omy of the Ukraine, by wiping out
one-sixth of the active population. At
the same time, American economy
doubled its production” in comparison
with 1940 and quadrupled it in com-
parison with that of the USSR. 2. The
war has aggravated social differentia-
tion by strengthening the bourgeois-
ified nationalist and reactionary ele-
ments, especially among the peasantry
(millionaire peasants), the military
caste, and the governmental summits
of the bureaucracy.

On the other hand, the war (1) has
facilitated the industrialization of
other regions of the USSR; and (2)
has roused broad layers of the popu-
lation and lifted them from the rut of
conservatism and passivity toward the
bureaucracy and its regime, acquaint-
ing them with other ways of life and
other ideas (Red Army fighters, war
prisoners, soldiers in the armies of
occupation in the different European
countries) thus sharpening their criti-
cal faculties and stimulating tendencies
toward self-assertion.

The war has marked for the USSR
the abysmal debacle of the nationalist
policy of self-sufficiency formulated by
the theory of ‘‘socialism in one coun-
try,”” and at the same time it marks
‘the beginning of a period in which the
fate of the regime established by the
‘October Revolution will be definitely
and finally decided.

The Stalinist bureaucracy has sacri-
ficed both the interests of the world
revolution and the progressive im-
provement of the living standards of
the Soviet proletariat for the sake of
a policy which it presents to the masses
as a gradual and peaceful construction
of a planned and state-ized economy in
4he midst of a capitalist world. In
_reality, however, this policy corre-
sponds only to the Kremlin’s own inter-
ests as a privileged, bureaucratic caste.

The war has brought this disastrous
experience to a close. The USSR was
inflicted with the imperialist war de-
spite the retreats, the concessions, and
fhe betrayals of the revolution, where-
by Stalin believed it possible to neutral-
ize the world bourgeoisie.

The war has destroyed in large
measure the gains so arduously achiev-
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ed over a period of years by the Soviet
masses in the economic construction of
the USSR and has voilently hurled
back the latter.

In order thap Boviet economy rise
again, in order that this revival be
accomplished without resorting to the
exclusive or principal aid of American
imperialism, which would take advan-
tage of this opportunity to destroy the
USSR’s independence, in order that

the USSR gain a certain protective:

cover against the pressure of world
imperialism, the Soviet bureaucracy
finds it necessiry to extend its stategic
zones and to draw on the economic
resources of other countries, in Europe
and Asia alike.

Inasmuch as imperialism has succeed-
ed in maintaining a favourable rela-
tionship of forces throughout the whole
war and up to the present time, the
bureaucracy is seeking to counter-act
this pressure as well as the reactionary
attempts from within by the following
means:

_(a) By accelerating the reconstruc-
tion of Soviet planned eeonomy (the
new Five Year super-plan, 1946-50).

(b) By territorial expansion of the
USSR. }

(c) By bringing into its economic
orbit a number of countries under its
-political and military control.

(d) By the activities of the Com-
munist parties designed to neutralize
the bourgeoisie of the capitalist coun-
tries and to prevept their being com-
pletely enslaved to American and Brit-
ish imperialism.

In its defence against both the ex-
ternal pressure of imperialism and of
_mmwgﬁxﬁmglements. and
in its effort to rapidly revive the Soviet
economy, the bureaucracy’s best
chances for success lie in the economic
contribution of the countries now under
Soviet control. -° : )

The rapacious nature and the con-
servative, cowardly and reactionary
policy -of the Soviet bureaucracy were
revealed from the first by its activity
in these countries. .

Instead of actively aiding the mass

movement for the rapid accomplish-

ment of the' socialist revolution, the
free unification of these countries with
the USSR, the development and har-

-
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monious collaboration of their economy
with Soviet economy, the bureaucracy
has utilised this mass movement only
as @& reserve threat against the bour-
geoisie and the reactionary cliques to
which it has, in the first place, en-
trusted power.

In its initial attempts to introduce
its economic control—agrarian reform,
expropriation of foreign capital, more
or less extensive nationalization of in-
dustry, housebreaking capitalism bur-
eaucratically from above, without call-
ing for the conquest of power by the
proletariat—in all this it has met with
reverses.

The Soviet occupation and control
have given an impetus, although in
varying degrees, to civil war and the
development of a regime of dual power.

Held in check on one side Ly the
pressure of imperialism and by its own
fear of the extension of the proletarian
revolution, and driven by the necess-
ities of the social regime upon which
it rests, the Soviet. bureaucracy pur-
sues in the countries it controls an
opportunist policy which, even while
tending toward their structural assimi-
lation, realizes the latter only slowly
and partially, through a series of
advances and retreats, hesitations and
convulsions, and political and military
crises, conditioned above .all by the
evolution of the relationship of forces
between imperialism and itself.

Up to now the Soviet bureaitcracy
appears determined to defend in its
own way its economic basis in the
USSR and its maintenance of control
over those countries which it regards
as belonging to its own zone of influ-
ence. In the USSR itself this tendency
is manifested in the strengthening of
the dominant- position of the centre,
personified by Stalin-Molotov and the

- leading fraction of the Communist
Party (Zhdanov, Andreyev, Malenkov,
Voroshilov, Beria, etc.), through the
latter’s reinforcement of its control in
the government, the administrative
organs, and the army; it is also mani-
fested in the attempt to renew its ties
with the masses through the decoy of
a new left. turn directed against the
right. In the countries under. Soviet
-confrol, this tendency manifests itself

W. L N.
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by the seizure of governmental levers
by Communist Party leaders, independ-
ently of their real strength in the given
country; in the elimination of oppos-
itional elements, the expropriation of
foreign concessions, the acceleration of
economic reforms, and the promotion
of organs of dual power (committees
for the control of production and trade,
committees of poor peasants to carry
out the agrarian reforms).

Finally, on the international plane,
the resistance of the Soviet bureau-
cracy is manifested in_its unyielding
attitude toward imperialist pressure, at
the diplomatic meetings (London Con-
ference, etc.) in a certain note of firm-
ness in its press and in the speeches
of its leaders [Molotov on the occasion

"of the 28th Anniversary of the October

Revolution, Stalin’s recent speech, and
in the decoy -of a slight left turn by
some of the Communist parties (Amer-
ican, British, Greek and colonial part-
ies)].

Meanwhile, this defence, as long as
it devolves upon the bureaucracy, will
remain deprived of the only force which
can effectively thwart the designs of
imperialism, counteract its anti-Soviet
pressure, permit the reconstruction of
the USSR, and banish the threat of
the Third World War, namely: the
active support of the world revolution-.
ary movement and the conquest of
power by the proletariat. The action
of the bureaucracy in the USSR and
in the zone under its control, like that
of the Communist parties in capitalist
countries, instead of advancing the
revolutionary movement of the prole-
tariat, only obstructs and demoralizes
it and lays the ground everywhere for
the counter-offensive of reaction. Thus
the best defence of the USSR becomes
more thap ever a question of the strug-
gle for the immediate overthrow of the
Bonapartist Stalinist clique and the
spread of the proletarian revolution.

Despite its territorial expansion, the
economie, retreat and, ahove all, the
weakness of the labour movement de-
moralized by the policies of the Soviet
bureaucracy, divest the USSR of its
most _effective weapons against the
sustained pressure of mperialism. In .

- the test of strang_th which characterizes

the present relations between imperial-
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iém,j,"a_a_ﬁﬂ the USSR, only. the intterven«
tion of the proletarian revolution cati

save the ‘Soviet Union from an early

and fatal end. . .y

. Behind “the appeédrancé :of power
never before attained, thére larks the
reality that the USSR and the' Soviet
bureaucracy - have “entered 'the éritical
phase of their existence, - - - :
. While explaining to the Soviet and
world proletariat. the dangers which
the Stalinist bureaucracy holds in store
for the world revolution by its feaction-
ary policy, while calling for the im-
mediate overthrow of the bureaucracy,
the Fourth International does not re-
vise its position on the character of the
USSR as a degenerated workers’ state:
The Fourth International does not lose
- sight of the importance for the prole-
tariat of defending against imperialist
and reactionary attacks, the national-
ized and planned economy of the USSR
and the progressive economic reforms
in the countries controlled by the
USSR All the sections of the Fourth
International, and above all the British
and American Trotskyists, are duty-
bound to unmask and denounce system-
atically the anti-Soviet plans and pre-
parations for the Third World War of
the imperialists; to explain “to the
masses the social significance of the
antagonism between imperialism and
the USSR, as well as the class nature
of the latter. ’

England.

British imperialism issues out of the
war as the third strongest world power
next to the USA and the USSR.

Nevertheless. its specific weight in
the world has once again considerably
diminished, and it has been so weaken-
ed by the war that it actually faces
the most critical situation in its his-
tory. _ i
The colossal “unproductive expendi-
tures of the war were met by indebted-
ness to the US and the colonies (India,
Egypt) and the dominions, and the
super-exploitation of the colonial
masses. - )

England is today the greatest debtor
country in the world. The.equilibrium
of its balance of payments has béen
definitively disrupted by the loss of a
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large part of its foreign. investments
and by 'the  maritithe, -commercial
finaneial - supremacy of the US .whick
has brought ebout the diminudion of
England’s revenues from her, fleef and
from " her . former role. as the ‘warld's
broker.. Moreover, -the dislocation of
the Empire has been accentuated: by
the wary, -

‘The industrial and financial develop-
ment .of the colonies (India, Egypt)
and of the dominions (Canada, Aus-
tralia, New Zealand, South Africa) has
given- rise to centrifugal tendencies
gravitating in large part to the United
States. . . C-

In India, in Egypt, in the Near
East, the powerful national liberating
moveménts” of the masses are shaking
the hold of British imperialism on these
countries and its economic structure.
as a whole.:

To check its decline and to effect its
recovery, British imperialism resorts
to the brutal extension.of its colonial
rule at the expense of positions belong-
ing to defeated imperialist countries
(Japan Italy) or those which have
been greatly weakened (France, Hol-
Yand) ; it resorts to the intensified ex-
ploitation of the metropolitan and col-
onial proletariat, and to economic war-
fare. The resource to economic war:
fare, the maintenance of the mpire
preference system based on customs
barriers and the Sterling Pool, the

“building of other autarchical blocs—

these are the best weapons available
to British imperialism for the purpose
of making a stand against the pressure
of the US and bargaining with the
latter for a share, however sharply
limited, 'in the exploitation of the
world market. The policy of the ‘“West-
ern Bloc” is highly symptomatic of
British imperialism’s means of self-
defence. )

In order to resist both. the ecomomic
pressure of American imperialism and
the extension of the political and econ-
omic control of the USSR over a large
part of Europe, England has outlined
a blueprint to construct under its con-
trol a closed economic sphere, encom-
passing the countries of Westerg
Europe, from Norway to -Greece and
including Germany. 7The conclusion of
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the compromise with Washington can
modify the anti-American economic
orientation of the “Western Bloc
while leaving intact, above all,’ its
anti-Soviet political character. =

The Washington agreement, a_verit-
able ‘‘economic Dunkirk’’ for British
imperialism, has been accepted by the
latter only in the hope of resuming at
a later stage the struggle for the pre-
servation of its positions in the world
market. ..

However, American imperialism has
so outstripped the British that the
latter prefers at present to find a
stable basis of compromise with Wall
Street rather than conduct a consist-
ent and decisive struggle against it.
On the other hand, in all questions
which bring it into conflict with the
USSR, British imperialism counts on
the direct support of Washington. In
this sense, despite their internal fric-
tions regarding the share of British
imperialism in the exploitation of the
world market, the entire immediate
phase of the present international situ-
ation is dominated by the close co-
operation of Anglo-American imperial-
ism against the USSR, the liberating
struggle in the colonies, and the re-
voluntionary struggles of the people in
Europe and the entire world.

France,

French imperialism, although listed
among the ‘‘victors’’ of the war, no
lenger occupies any place in the inter-
national line-up beyond that of a
second-rate power.

. The war has consummated ita defin-
#ive deeay. ' The. destruction it has
suffered has enormously weakened the
productive potential of the country.

. Its_unproductive expenditures, con-
joined with the general impoverish-
ment, the decline of production and
the scarcity of commodities, have acted
to unbalance the budget, to debase the
eurrency, and to raige the cost of liv-
ing. The econpmic revival procéeds
only very sluggishly and without per-
spective, hindered by the lagk of raw
materials, capital and machinery,

The colonies which, bave not as yet

allen -into. the gxip. of lish, and
merican un%en. s, fap ,i%omlﬁqopp
ibuting to the gecovery °f-, the, metre.
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polis, are at the height of a crisis of
their own, and in the midst of convul-
sions brought about by the developing
national liberation movements.

Tn order to escape, at least in part,
the catastrophic consequence of its own
balance sheet of the war, French im-
perialism attempts to play on the recip-
rocal antagonisms between the United
States, England and the USSR. But
its hopes have proved to be illusory of
thus ultimately preserving the unity of
its empire and its econom%: independ-
ence, and of wrestling from conquered
Germany a large part of the resources
of the Saar and Rubr territories. The
needs of English and Amefican imper-
ialism for expansion leave no latitude
for French imperialism. The settle-
ment of accounts between the ¢‘Big
Three”’ invariably operates, in the final
analysis, at its expense, as well as at
the expense of all other secondary
powers.

French imperialism has entered into
a long period of crisis full of great
economic and political difficulties; a
crisis, the development of which will
influence the entire situation in Europe.
France combines within it in a way
the characteristics of the situation in
Ttaly as well as in Germany after the
First World War. It is passing through
a period of ‘‘democratic’’ and parlia-
mentary instability which can end only
in a dictatorial regime or in revolution.

China.

China emerges from the war and the
defeat of Japanese imperialism- appar-
ently as the fifth great world power.
In reality, in its present economic,
social and political structure, it is al-
most as incapable as ever of conquer-
ing %ewn}nne national independence and
of playing an important independent
role in world politics.

The Chinese bourgeoisie, constrained
by its fear of the independent activity
of the poor peasantry and the prole-
tariati, and -shackled by- its economic
ties with imperialism, concerns iteel
abowe. all with consolidating its regime
of exploitation against the attacks of
thqéﬁ“““' bx allying itself with, the
feudal elaments and sppealing to Yan-.
%pn,.mpemliqmdgin materigl and mil- .
ary, aid. The, se. market, wi



Nov.-Dec., 1948.

{ts 400 million inhabitants, its erier-
mous naturdl resources; its unlimited
supply of exceptitnally 'cheap ' labour
power, constitutes for the US' one of
the principal outlets for its over-abun-
dant production, & source of raw mat-
erials and a market for thé export of
‘capital; and, in addition, provides the
key to its hegemony over the whole
of the Far East and the Pacific. The
Chinese bourgeoisie is all the more
disposed to favour the expansion of
Yankee imperialism, since the latter
provides it with substantial aid in its

armed struggle against the masses,

against the Yenan regime, against
the threat of the expanding influence
of the USSR, while still leaving it
the appearance of independence and
national unity.

The completion of the bourgeois-
democratic revolution in China, and
the full development of its productive
forces, are impossible without the
struggle of the worker and peasant
masses, led by the revolutionary party
of the proletariat, for the regime of
soviets, for the dictatorship of the
proletariat.

The line of democratization of the
Kuomintang recently adopted by the
Stalinist leaders of Yenan can end
only in inevitable defeat and a new
demoralization of the Chinese masses.

China is destined. moreover, to
serve in Asia and in the Pacific as the
principal arena for the conflict between
Yankee imperialism and the USSR;
and to become in case of open hostil-
ities one of the most important anti-
Soviet bulwarks. Any repetition of
the Stalinist policy of 1925-27, the
policy of liquidating the independent
movement of the masses and subordin-
ating it to the bourgeois leadership of
the Kuomintang. will have the effect
of destroying irretrievably. the new
Chinese revolution and of throwing
away one of the best opportunities
for the defence of the USSR.

On the other hand, a policy directed
to the worker and peasant masses,
based on a clear and courageous pro-
gramme of transitional demands call-
ing for agrarian reform, democratic
rights. the election of a Constituent
Assembly, etc.. and penetrated with
a socialist perspective, can harness all
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the revolutionary dynamic of the Chin~
iese'massgs which has been revived in
the: course of the war and victary, and
once again bring to the fore the Chin-
ese revolution. - That is the task im.
cumbent upon the Bolshevik-Leninists
of China, who are fully aware of the
tremendous influence which the Chin-
ese movement can exercise on the
international proletariat.

Gérmany——ltaly——.lapan.

The imperialist conflict has enor-
mously reduced, and almost eliminated
from the world market and from the
international scene, three of the great-
est powers: Germany, Italy and Japan.

German imperialism has suffered a
debacle without precedent in the his-
tory of any capitalist nation.

Its productive . apparatus has been
largely reduced to ashes. Its biggest
cities, its ports, its means of trans-
portation, have been demolished. In
addition to the enormous mortalities
caused by the war, military defeat
and the occupation have brought about
the imprisonment of virtually the en-
tire active male population. The pill-
age and destruction which the Amer-
ican, English, French and Russian
occupying forces have carried on, have
accentuated the economic disintegra-
tion of the country’s economy. On
the day after the military defeat, the
material and human premises. for all
important revolutionary activities by
the masses in Germany were already
lacking."

The rehuilding of the German labour
movement will henceforth reflect the
progress of the revival of the coun-
try’s economic life, of the integration
of the proletariat into production, and
the amelioration of the new repressive
regime of the occupying forces.

The occupying powers, the USSR
and the various imperialists, are each
following with regard to Gerrany a
policy conforming to their own inter-
ests.

The United States has sought and
achieved through the war the elimin-
ation of German economy as a com-
petitor on the world market. The
occupation of Germany now serves the
following two purposes:

First, to keep Germany’s potential
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at levels which permit a Jirhited re-
construction .of its economy, nurture
by American capital. Second, to exert
by means -of ili occupation of
Central. Europe, 5
against the USSR and its zone, and to
exercise an - effective
tionary control over
continent. . ) .

These considerations will increase 1n
the future the tendency of the ‘Ur.uté'd
States to recreate Germany as 2 uni-
* fied state, with a central government.
Tn this respect, clashes with contrary
plans (France) aiming at an impotent
and dismembered ‘Germany can be ex-
pected. : ) )

PBritish = imperialism_ has just as
great an interest in the economic re-
construction of Germany and its uni-
fication under it control.
© German economy, deprived of .its
power of expansion, represents the
most important European market . for
London. Brought with . other. coun-
iries of Western Europe into a system
of finance and customs preferences
under England’s aegis, Germany could
contribute more than any other Euro-
pean nation to the formation of a bloc
which would eventually be capable of
resisting the .economic pressure ‘of the
United States, and serving especially
as an anti-Soviet bulwark. French
imperialism follows in Germany a pol-
icy of pillage in order to make up for
the deficiency in its own enaemic econ-
omy, and carries on intrigues aimed
to prevent at any price the unification
of the country and to accentuate and

maintain its dismemberment.

Finally, the USSR .veers between a
policy tending to maintain and aggra-
vate_ Germany’s weakness, in %lrea,d
lest it again become. the principal anti-
Soyiet bulwark of imperialism. ' in
Europe; and a policy tending to win
and include in its own zone of influence
the greater - part of Germany and
Austria. e

The campaign for a.united part; . of
Socjal . Democrats and Stalinms,y as
well as 'the,.agrarian, reform accom-

lished in . the zong occupied hy. 5;

/S8R, ave aimed ab creating a mass
base and at destroyjug. or neutralizing
the . forces opposed 1o the Sﬁtalmut
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bureaucracy. The agrarian reform in
particular has been undertaken with
the aim of shattering the power of the
Prussian military and Junker -caste
and thus gaining the sympathy of the
peasants who have acquired land. But
a vain hope as long-as
Soviet econmy is incapable of furnish-
ing the peasants abundant industrial
products cheaply,. of raising their
material standards. - On the other
hand, these progressive economic
measures can - be correctly evaluated
enly in the framework of the general
policy of the bureaucracy toward the
masses—which strangles their demo-
cratic rights beginning with the right
to self-determination, bureaucratizes
‘the workers’ movement, engages in
brutal transfers of whole populations,
dismantles whole factories, etc. This
policy comprises the prestige of the
USSR in the eyes of the masses as a
workers’ -state and arouses them
against the Stalinist bureaucracy as
well as against the USSR.

Ttalian imperialism, already in  the
throes of a profound crisis before: the
war, has—as a result of the defeat,
the virtual loss of her colonies, her
financial ruin- and material devastation
—retrogressed to the rank of a second-
rate power which is already decisively
in the grip.of British and American
imperialism. :

_Japanese imperialism has suffered a
disaster in many respects comparable
to that of Hitler Germany.

Its economic potential has been
seriously affected by the devastation,
the loss of the colonies, by its reduc-
tion to strictly metropoMtan territor-
ies- and by the costs of the war an
of the occupation.

- Military defeat has ‘shattered the

social regime, dominated by the -com-
plex alliance of foudalists and capital-
ists, and characterized by class rela-
tions of great explosive force.

Despite the atomization of: the
‘masses by the terror exercised. for
several years by ‘the possessing class
against the proletariat and the peas-
entry, there:is taking place since the
defeat 8 slow but sure ripening of the
ievoluiuqn. Yankee imperialism, whi
has, Teserved, exclusively for iteelf the
actugl control of Japan, with the object
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of strengthening and consolidating its
ir_ip over the wixole Far East anc? .tlhe,
scific, has maintained in power the
old reactionary repressive apparatus
beginning with the institution of the
monarchy, the. pillar of the social
system. . ' : ‘ .

Its ‘intention .is to retard, reduce,.
and finally stamp ouf any.revalution-,
ary explosion,  and to make  only
secondary and unimportant concessions
to the masses, while introducing
changes which, although depriving the
Japanese economy in the immediate
future of its power of expansion, will
not bring about any profound modifi-
cation of the reactionary social struc-
ture. :

In Japan the task of the bourgeois-’
democratic revolution, which has never
taken place,. devolves henceforth upon
the proletariat. It alone will know
how to combine the former with its
own socialist aims under the regime
of its dictatorship resting on workers’
and peasants’ soviets.

The general situation of world econ-
omy, the ruin of Europe, the exacer-
bation of all the inter-imperialist con-
tradictions, the eruption of all the
latent antagonisms partially camou-
flaged during the war by a facade of
common struggle of ‘‘the United Nat-
ions against fascism,’”’ the tense rela-
tions between imperialism and the
USSR—all these determine a lengthy
period of grave economic difficulties,
convulsions, and partial and general
crises. ' i

The boundless development of Am-
erican imperialism, amid universal
economic exhaustion, the weakening,
the retreat and collapse of other im-
perialisms, has essentially modified
the conditions for the reestablishment
of the capitalist equilibrinm, which
can take no other form than that of
an almost exclusive domination of the
United States.

To the extent that the revolutionary
movement of the masses fails to grow
stronger, but on the contrary weakens
or becomes demoralized, the contra-
dictions of the international economic
and political situation, and_ above all
the antagonism between the TUnited
States and the USSR, will goad im-
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perialism . into' once more attempting
to bring, within .a briefer, interval than
in the past, the jssué to a head thr
the outbreak. of a new world

The . factor determini whethe
humanity will evolve toward barbarism
and. annihilation or toward its eman-
c(x)gation through socialism, is thus
lodged in the development of revolu-
tionary movements, which are in_their
turn conditioned by the consolidation
of a genuine revolutionary leadership,
in the course of that long series of
social convulsions which must inevit-
ably accompany . the new imperialist
‘‘peace’’. O . .

THE TENSION OF SOCIAL .
. ANTAGONISMS AND -
REVOLUTIONARY PERSPECTIVES

The war, which exacted enormous
sacrifices from the masses, and drove
down their standard of living to new
depths, has also placed a mortgage on
the current period of ‘‘peace.’”’

A tremendous creation of new cap-
ital is the essential prerequisite for
restoring  world economy, which has
been paralyzed by the destruction of
its productive apparatus, by colossal
state debts, and by inflation.

This would be possible only if the
proletariat were willing to continue te
work under far worse living conditions
than those existing before the war.
That is precisely what the capitalists:
demait. The treacherous reformist
leadef’s so advise the workers, as do,
but even more vociferously, the Stal-
inists: First help to reestablish and
strengthen capitalism, and then de-
mand and fight for improving the lot
of the workers and other toiling strata.
" The war has brought *o all countries
an enormous growth of fictitions cap-
ital, in the form of paper money and
state obligations (Treasury Bonds,
etc.) while the productive capital has
at the same time undergone a real
decline. . .

The consequence of this are sky-
rocketing prices, unbalanced budgets
and the breakdown of exchange. In-
flation is wildly rampant in every
country in Europe, and is also brew-
ing although in more benign forms in
England and the United States.

The bourgeoisie and the capitalist
state attempt to meet this situation
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by resorting to devaluation, increasing
taxes, freezing wages. and Traising
domestic prices, a}l of ‘hich add up
fo a reduction in the income of the
workers and all other toiling strata.
Involved here is a real attempt to
proceed to 'a Tew, redistribution of the
riational income, in which the regener-
ation of capital will be achieved by
further driving down the living stand-
ards of the masses. This attempt of
the bourgeoisie inevitably provokes
violent Teactions on the part of the
masses, as can already be seen every-
where; it disturbs. class equilibrium
more and moré every day; and it gives
a powerful impetus to the workers’
struggles. The problem | of ascertain-
ing whether - capitalism can again
achieve a relative stabilization cannot
be resolved without taking “into ac-
count +this determining factor: the
resistance of the proletariat, demand-
ing an improvement in its living con-
ditions, an improvement which is in-
compatible with ' the possibility of
reviving capitalism. = '

" If the war did not immediately create
in Europe a revolutionary upsurge of
theé scope and tempo we anticipated,

it is nonetheless undeniable that it

destroyed capitalist equilibrium on_a
world scale, thus opening up a long
revolutionary ‘period.  All "self-critic-
ism which we can and should make
today on the persepectives "which we
developed during the war, wheérein. we
foresaw mass activity, ‘particularly in
Europs, of far greater scope and depth
than has been the case to this date,
all such criticism 1imit§ itself essen-
tially' to” the tempo and not to the
fandamental character of the period
swhich. follows the .imperialist war.

» Only : the superficial and’ ‘cowardly
pepty-bourgéois- mind ‘dan ses a refut-
ation of our revolutionary perspective
il theseTacts: that war'd@id not, either
d¥ring its course or immediately there-
after, bring. about the revolution. in
Europdy that the German - tevolutio

has. not taken place; thag‘ the  trad-
itional - ‘orgnizations, 'dnd  foremost
diong ithemy,. i the’ Stalinist ' parties,
have: e:%egle_nced -a new'and powerful
rise. " ‘While :recognizing 'that! all of
these ficts Tepresent so nay :defeats
for! the- revolutvy‘gnnry‘ proletariat, "the
i R N TR A T AT
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Fourth International _cannot for one
moment forget that the mortal crisis
of capitalism, the. destruction of its
equilibrium, the sharpening of all of
its fundamental contradictions, con-
stitute far more important facts, and
upon them rest our revolutionary per-
spective and our vafs.tly__mcreased.op-
portunities for building the revolution-
ary party. .
The economic and political conditions
under which capitalism is currently
trying ‘to achieve its revival presage
a rising revolutionary curve, despite
temporary declines and fluctuations
which can tend to disappear only in
proportion as the new revolutionary
leadership asserts itself in the course
of strusgsgle.

Although. we have, until now, wit-

‘nessed only the first battles” waged by

the masses against the will of . capital-
isin to restore its economic power by
intensifying exploitation, these strug-
gles already demonstrate clearly that
the proletariat is_far from having
consumed its revolutionary potential.
In continental Europe, which is not
under the control of. the USSR, the
economic conditions under which cap-
italism is compelled to undertake its
reconstruction impel the worker and
petty-bourgeois masses into action.
The curve of strikes, which have as
their driving force the will of the
workers to, defend thmselves against
the increasing cost of living which is
dehasing their. Wages, is on. the rise
everywhere, despite. .the _systematic
opposition of the reformist and Stalin-
ist leaderships. For.the same regsons,
petty officials and white collar workers
often enter the struggle even before
the - workers. = Other layers of the
urban’ and peasant petty bourgeoisie,
ruined by - inflatign and crushed by
taxes, ‘are becoming g . revolutionary
ferment, 'which is destroying and in-
tensifyin the crisis of the régime.
Under these conditions a prolonged
and relatively full and stable develop-
ment ‘of the forces of political demo-
ggnqy' seems ' more prob}iemn_tical “than
er. - ‘ <o L . N :
_The- few democratic . corcessions
which the; ‘hour%boisia. “has  granted
since the end of the wer are the resuls,
ori'the ong hand,'cf ‘the pressire of
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the masses, and on the other, of the
conciliationist and capitulatory policy
of the reformist and Stalinist parties.

When the German o¢cupation appar-
atus collapsed, a first wave of revolu-
tion shook miost of the countries of the
European continent.

But this wave was of a fragmentary
character. Organs of dual power arose
only spontaneously. The absence of
the German revolution prevented the
extension and generalization of this
revolutionary movement, permitted
the Stalinist and reformist parties to
retain exclusive control of the masses
and thus facilitated the replacement
of the German military administration
by that of the Anglo-Americans. .The
native bourgeoisies thus obtained the
breathing spell necessary to rebuild
their own state apparatus, swiftly
liquidate the elements of dual power
and disarm the workers with the
direct "aid of the Stalinists (France,
Italy) or by means of violence sup-
ported by the occupying forces (Greece,
Belgium).

In order to halt the first_ reyolution-
ary wave, the bourgeoisie had to pay
the price of governing by means of the
Stalinist and reformist parties, or of
coalitions -based on them in the main.
This price implies: the maintenance
of the broad political and trade union
organizations of the proletariat, the
retention to a certain degree of the
possibility of mass action (right to
strike), the preservation of the “demo-
cratic’’ apparatus of which the bour-
geoisie is not entirely sure. But at
the very moment when the bourgeoisié
because of the pressure of the masses
concedes a ‘‘democratic’”’ government,
it is forced by its material conditions,
by the mnecessity of rebuilding -its
economic power at the expense of the
working masses, to prepare its trans-
ition toward authoritarian forms_ of
government. It has already succeeded,
behind the smokescreen of ‘‘parlia-
mentary legality’”’ and ‘‘social peace’’
in reestablishing a military and police
apparatus which it holds firmly in
hand. Basing itself on this apparatus,
as well as on all the traditional bas-
tions of conservatism in society
(church, nobility, monarchy, e_tc.) fin-
ance capital, which was permitted by
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the war to increase its ever more com-
plete hold on the state, prepares fo -
go over to 'undisguisecf military or.

Bonapartist dictatorships. Only the
pressure of tHe proletariat, which up
to the present has not been decisively
defeated in any country in the con-~
tinent, prevents the bourgeoisie from
abandoning what remains of classic
‘‘bourgeois democracy.”’ .

In varying degrees, according to the
different countries, the governmental
experience of the rgformist and Stalin-
ist ‘‘leaders’’ has been marked by a
new disillusionment of the proletariat.
As long as the revolutionary parties
are still too weak to transform this
disillusionment of the masses into a
lever for a new offensive, it objectively
strengthens the position of the bour-
geoisies. In general, the present situ-
ation in most countries of the contin-
ent is characterized by this fact. On
the other hand, although the pressure
of the urban and rural petty-bourgeois
strata is still canalized within the
workers’ parties and the parties of
the democratic centre, the insoluble
and prolonged crisis of capitalism, the
economic ruin, proletarianization and
pauperization of these strata cannot
in. the long run fail to produce anew
the same causes which gave birth to
the fascist movements. Thus, in Italy,
the impotent and demoralizing politics
of the official workers’ parties has al-
ready caused the polarization of broad
petty-bourgeois masses around ‘‘neo-
fascist’’ leaders (’Uomo Qualunque).
These masses of the middle class in
Belgium, not so long ago very partial
to the Stalinist party, have reverted to
the most reactionary bourgeois party.
Similar processes are taking place in
Greece, in France and elsewhere. But
it must not be forgotten that the pre-
sent slow pace of the workers’ political
movement in Rurope 1is sketched
against a background not only of a
world revolutionary upsurge, bup also
of a radicalization of the toiling masses
on the continent itself. Under these
conditions partial defeats like those in
Greece, temporary periods of retreat
like those in France and Belgium, do
not demoralize the proletariat. On the
contrary, in the course of the coming
economic struggles, the treacherous
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character of its leaders is revealed
anew by the experiences. The repeat-
ed demonstration by “the bourgeoisie
of its inability to reestablish an econ-
omic and political regime of the slight-
est stability offers the workers mnew
opportunities to go over to ever higher
stages of struggle. Only if the Fourth
International proves in the long run
unable to build strong and influential
sections, only if the successive waves
of workers’ struggles end in_defeat,
will powerful fascist organizations ap-
pear everywhere and the present
period of upsurge in which we live be
brought to a close with a series of
defeats in the principal countries of
‘the continent. .

In the part of Europe controlled by
the USSR, the working class move-
ment has in several places attained
the level of dual power, but it has
experienced at the same time the bur-
eaucratic straitjacket and the demoral-
ization which are provoked by the
Stalinist bureaucracy.

In Germany, the disintegration of
the working-class movement has reach-
ed a very advanced stage, followed
upon its previous defeats, the atomiz-
ation of the proletariat under the re-
pressive Nazi regime, the chauvinist
policy of the Stalinist bureaucracy
during the war, the destruction of
property, the loss of life, and the
present imperialist and Soviet occu-
pation. This fact already weighs
heavily on the collective situation of
the working-class movement in Europe;
it conditions the slow tempo of the
revolutionary movement, its irregular
rhythm, the temporary restraint upon
its dynamics. We cannot count on
the revolutionary activity of the Ger-
man proletariat until the material
basis for its existence has been re-
organized in Germany and until the
millions of Glerman war prisoners Have
been reintegrated into the economy
of the country. . )

In the meantime, other revolution-
ary fires are growing in importance in
continental Europe, in Italy and in
France, as well as outside of the con-
tinent, in England, the United States,
and in the colonies, '

. The accelerated decline of British
imperialism, the contraction ‘of its
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economic base, its impoverishment, as
well as its need for resisting the pres-
sure of Yankee imperialism by con-
centration and modernization of its
productive apparatus and the reduc-
tion of its met costs, are now inspiring
a furious offensive by the bourgeoisie
and the capitalist state against the
‘standard of living of the English pro-
letariat. The latter’s reply is power-
ful. 1944 has already proved to be
the year marked by the greatest num-
ber of strikes registered since the
previous war, with the exception of
the general strike of 1926. 1945 has
seen the electoral victory of the Labour
Party, which reflects the first stage of
radicalization of the worker and petty-
bourgeois masses. The strike move-
ment, despite the temporary braking
action of this victory, continues to
manifest itself. Inherent in it is a
direct conflict between the masses and
the bureaucratic apparatus of the trade
unions and the Labour Party (dock
workers’ strikes), and by virtue of
this, serious perspectives for the build-

ing of the revolutionary party are
opening up.
In the United States, reconversion

which is accompanied by unemploy-
ment, by the reduction of workers’
incomes due to the elimination of
overtime, is unleashing the most
powerful movement of workers’ de-
mands ever recorded in that country.

By becoming the best defender of
the interests of the American prole-
tarit, the revolutionary vanguard has
the greatest possibilities of building a
powerful revolutionary party in the
course of the long crisis which faces
American capitalism as a consequence
of its expansion in the world market—
a market which is more out of balance
and more disorganized than it has ever
been.

The movements for emancipation by
the coloma! peoples have now reached
heights which have never been attain-
ed in the past.

This is the result of the growth in
consciousness of the -colonial masses
and of the weakening of the imperial-
ist_rule resulting from war.

The 'development of imperialism
determined by the industrialization of
the colonies and the war .accelerated
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this trend, particularly in Egypt, in
the Near East, in India, ingyoer%ain
parts of China and Indo-China, and
the Netherlands Indies. The economic
evolution has favoured the birth of an
agricultural and industrial proletariat
and certain urban petty-bourgeois
strata, merchants, functionaries and
intellectuals, together with a national
bourgeoisie of varying importance.

On the other hand, the war intensi-
fied super-exploitation of the colonial
masses and drove their living standard
down to incredible depths, These
facts, together with the weakening of
all the imperialist powers as a result
of their own struggles and antagon-
isms, have particularly on the morrow
of the defeat of Japanese imperialism,
accelerated the maturing of the nat-
ional and revolutionary consciousness
of the colonial masses and fortified
their will to conquer their independ-
ence by force of arms.

The absence of a proletarian revolu-
tionary party and the repetition by
the Stalinists of the Menshevik policies
applied to the Chinese Revolution of
1925-27 are the contributing factors
for the predominance of nationalist
and Stalinist petty-bourgeois intell-
ectual elements in the leadership of
these national movements of emanci-
pation. Despite this fact and despite
the real dangers which this leadership
means for the development of the
colonial revolution, these movemenis
already constitute an integral part of
the world revolutionary upsurge inso-
far as they aggrevate the crisis of
imperialism and give a mighty impetus
to the proletariat in the metropolitan
centres. .

Especially in China and in India
where we find a well developed hour-
geoisie and consequently an advapqe
industrial proletariat as well, the joint
exploitation of the masses by the
national bourgeoisie, the feudal rem-
nants and foreign imperialism, is al-
ready creating the conditions in which
the revolutionary movement of the
proletariat, drawing behind it the
peasant masses, can Surge to g_req.\t
* heights and become one of the princi-
pal revolutionary centres in the world.

Thus it is impossible to draw con-
clusions about the real dynamics of
the revolutionary upsurge when limit-

W. L N

305

ing ourselves to the European scene

and simply noting the absence, for a

certain time, of the German revolu-

tion, however important this absence

may be. ,
What confronts us now is a world~

wide orisis transcending anything

known in the past and a world-wide

revolutionary upsurge developing, 10

be sure, at unequal tempos in different.

parts of the world, but unceasingly
exeroising reciprocal influgpces from
one ecentre to another, and thus deter-

:v_ﬂunmg a long rovolutlonary perspec-

ive.

THE BUILDING OF OUR PARTIES
AND OUR POLITICAL TASKS
The masses are already furnishing

such proof of their energy, their readi-

ness for struggle, and their spirit of
sacrifice, that we can exclude any
question of exhaustion of the revolu-
tionary potential of the proletariat and
of its will and capacity for overthrow-

ing the capitalist regime, given a

genuine international _revolutionary

leadership, well prepared and strongly
centralized, at its head.

The problem of building the revolu-
tionary leadership remains as always
the key problem. The Fourth Inter-
national is fully conscious of the role
of the revolutionary party, not only
in making the proletarian revolution
victorious, but in accelerating the
revolutionary ripening of the objective
situation.  Objectively, revolutionary
situations have existed, exist now, and
will exist, independently of the pre-
sence of the revolutionary party. But
in the absence of the latter, they have
ended, are ending, and will end, in
retreat, demoralization and defeat for
the masses. .

In the pre-war period, however, the
objective possibilities for building the
revolutionary leadership were restrict-
ed, whereas at the present time it is
impossible to blame the objective situ-
ation for the stagnation or slow rhythm
of the formation of the revolutionary
leadership.

Current events in all countries prove
that the objective possibilities for
creating the parties of the Fourth
International have never been as.great

‘and are increasing all the time. In

.

a whole geries of countries, among them
England, South Africa, and several
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colonial countries, the obstacles of
Stalinism and reformism do not have
a determining importance. .

On the other hand, the swelling of
the ranks of the traditional organiz-
ations in Europe, above all of the
Stalinist parties, reflected the first
stage of radicalization of the masses,
and this has now reached its peak al-
most everywhere. The phase of decline
Is beginning.

Thé reformist parties have under-
gone a change in their social ba-e with
the sharpening of the crisis of Europ-
ean capitalism, losing their hold upon
the working class, and winning over
the radicalized petty bourgeoisie,
which is leaving the old bourgeois
centre parties.

The Stalinist parties have won over
the worker elements of the Socialist
parties, at the same time gaining the
most radicalized layers of the urban
and peasant petty bourgeoisie.

But the reformist programme on
which the ‘‘Socialists’’ and ‘““Commun-
ists’’ are at present in agreement is
more, than ever incompatible with the
possibilities of European capitalism;
their inability to find a way out of the
crisis will become more and more
obvious to the masses. A further
growth of these parties, or even the
retention of their present positions
must be considered as rather problem-
atic, since these parties, in order to
maintain their collaboration with the
bourgeoisie, will be obliged to put
brakes upon and at time even oppose,
the struggles of the masses for their
. demands, and will make themselves
responsible in the eyes of the masses
for the inevitable failure of all the
experiments with so-called ‘‘structural
reforms.”

The Stalinist parties are, in addition,
handicapped by the develogment of the
international situation and the tension
of relations between imperialism and
the USSR, which forces them to push
their opiportumst policies to the ﬁmit
and’ makes these more uncertain and
cm(t)tra:ll;c‘boo:% ; th’in edver:'

On the other hand, in the countries
controlled by the USSR, and partiou-
lurl% in ‘Gerthang, “Austris, land,
QOzechoslovikia ‘and Hungary; md»j:en
in Rumanid and Poland; eonciste exd
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periences with the policies of the Sov-
jet bureaucracy are tending to become
the best remedy against the contamin-
ation of the masses by Stalinist ideo-

logy.

gIg',nder these conditions, the develop-
ment of oppositional currents within
the Stalinist and ‘‘Socialist’’ parties
is inevitable.

The civil war in Greece, the pro-
longed political crisis in Italy, the
situation in England, have already
given birth to such currents in the
“Communist’’ parties. .

The Dutch CP has recently under-
gone s series of factional struggles, the
result of which is the formation at
present of a Leninist opposition.

The situation in France, in Belgium
and in Western Europe in general is
creating conditions making the reform-
ist parties susceptible to disintegra-
tion.

But the maturng of these oppos-
itions, thejr evolution, their more or
less rapid break with the bureaucratic
leadership are not only dependent upon
the general political conjuncture. The
active intervention of our sections is
just as important an element in this
process. In the measure in which the
latter will be able to combine program-
matic firmness with the greatest tact-
ical flexibility and prove to be capable
in action of inspiring confidence in the
best of the oppositional elements, they
will facilitate the integration of these
new currents into our movement and
prevent their crystallization into new
centrist tendencies.

' The essential precondition for har-
nessing ourselves with enthusiasm and
faith to the task of building the part-
ies ' pf the Fourth International is
that we first acquire the firm con-
viction thet great possibilities now
exist in this sphere.

The greatest threat to the accom-
gllshment of this primary task is the

evelopment in our ranks of defeatist
tendencies - which, impressed by the
relative slowneas of the ripening of the
revolutionary situation in Europe, as
well as by the slowneas of our own pro-
gress; adyocate more or less openly the
reduction of our transitional and sec-
ialist programme to democratic slogans
alone and to s policy of wholesale or
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even total ‘“‘entry’’ into the reformist
and centrist parties in Europe. This
is due to the fact that these tendencies
which in general were the ones which
correctly criticized the leftist exagger-
ations in evaluating the tempo of
events during the war and in the first
phase of the period succeedin the war
proceed in reality from a different and
false general perspective as regards
the nature of the period which we are

entering.
In a general way, the road for. the
arties, particu-

construction of our

larly in continental Kurope, leads at
present through the combination of our
independent work, guaranteed by our
organizational and political autonomy,
with patient, systematic and sustained
fraction work in reformist, centrist and
Stalinist organizations. Every nation-
al leadership must prepare to set up
the orientation and concrete organiz-
ation of its work after the most careful

analysis of the general situation of.

the country and of the condition of
the working-class movement, its organ-
izations, their internal atmosphere,
etc., and to proceed to the best division
of its forces for independent work and
for fraction work.

As against the conditions which car-
acterized the pre-war situation, we now
find that ingependent work by our
European sections and their autono-
mous existence separate and apart
from the, traditional organizations, are
in general acquiring greater import-
ance than fraction work and can serve
as the omly attracting pole for van-
guard worker elements who want to
struggle and who,
appointed, break with the traditional
organizations.

But we cannot ascertain our real
opportunities to influence these ele-
ments, we cannot correctly evaluate
our genuine possibilities for develop-
ment, as long as we continue to hope
that in some way the masses will spon-
taneously discover our existence and
the correctness of our programine, and
that the militant workers will spon-
taneously pour into our ranks.

Large sections of workers want to
struig]e, are suspicious of and even
breaking with the treacherous “‘Soc-
ialist’’ and «Communist’’ leaderships,

' w. 15'Nn

shocked or dis--

80
are searching for another Banner, but
we do not adequately show ourselves

“to_them,

. In order to win them over we must,
in action and in struggle, be an effec-
tive revolutionary party, possessing a
serious organization, with - concrete
policies, a regular press and above all,
taking an active part in their dai

struggles. It is in action that we will
show that we aim to be and that we
can be the pole for the regrouping of
the_ revolutionary forces, and 1t is in
action that we will realiy obtain that

‘ objlgctive.

The problem is to build the revolu-

tionary party by patient, systematic
work, under favourable objective con-
ditions, counting on a long period, and
not one of discovering, thanks to new
‘‘ingenious formulas’’. the secrots of
the spontaneous generation of ‘‘mass
parties.”’

OUR TASKS IN CONTINENTAL

EUROPE

At the present stage, the political
tasks of all the European séctions must
be determined by the following factors:

1. The very favourable objective con-
ditions for the development of revolu-
tionary struggle.

9. The fact that the masses still
follow in their greatest majority the
reformist and Stalinist parties.

3. The fact that the Anglo-American
armies constitute in a number of coun-
tries the principal prop of the capital-
ist order (Germany, Italy, Greece).

4. The contradictory character of
the actions of the Soviet occupation
forces in Eastern Kurope.

5. The young and limited forces of
our own organizations.

On all the countries not - occupied
by the USSR, the pressure of American
imperialism is making itself felt more
and more openly, although by varying
means. Our sections must strive to
accelerate the disappearance of the
illusions which still mask the character
of the Anglo American occupation as
well as the multiple economic inter-
ventions of Yankee imperialism. They
must make the masses ever more con-
scious of the fact that this occupation
can only accentuate the decadence of
FEuropean economy and menace in the
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long run the independence of viable
nations, as well as the fact that it
aims at systematically strangling the
socialist revolution. .

Just like the German occupation,
the present occupation of Europe by
the Apglo-American, French and Rus-
sian armies is also the cause of a cer-
tain national oppression. Given the
perspective of a definite decline in the
revolutionary movement, the prolong-
ation for several years of this occu-
pation could throw certain nations back
to the level of colonial countries and
open a new era of national struggles
and wars. But just as during the
war, so now, it is not for us a question
of proceeding with a perspective of
decline and decisive defeat of the re-
volutionary movement, but rather with
the perspective of revolution which
continues to remain open.

The vicissitudes of the imperialist
war which brought about the tempor-
ary occupation by the German armies
of certain capitalist and imperialist
nations (France, Belgium, Holland,
Czechoslovakia, etc.) did not at all
throw them back into the category of
oppressed nations and thereby justify
the struggle conducted by the bour-

geoisie  of these countries against
German imperialism as ‘‘national
wars.”

. The war remained imperialist on both
sides and the task of the proletariat
was to safeguard its political and
organizational independence and to ad-
vance its anti-capitalist, international-
ist and revolutionary programme,

Tt was the daty of the revolutionary
roletariat = to fight the bourgeois
eadership and ideology of the resist-
ance organizations, w. ich ‘exploited the
ust' indignation of the mssses against
he imperialist occupiers and the col-
laborating layers of the national bour-
geoisie in order to mask the imperialist
‘character of the war and divert the
class . struggles toward ‘‘national”
S oy

e revolutionary proletariat re-
sponded to the desﬁe and will of the
national masfes for struggle against
the comsequences of occupation and
for fhe reconquest of national inde-
gen@enqe, by makini? these preoccupa-
fons of the masses its own, by déclat-
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ing that it inscribed the struggle for

independence in its own programme
but by its own methods; by fighting
within Germany itself for the revolu-
tionary overthrow of the Nazi regime
and the withdrawal of the German
armies from the occupied countries;
and by advocating in the lattéer coun-
tries mass opposition, conducted in a
class and international spirit, against
the occupiers and against the national
bourgeoisie.

The duty of the revolutionary pro-
letariat was first and foremost to_ com-
bat the prostration of the working-
class movement, brought about by the
chauvinist ideology and ‘‘class peace’’
policy of its traditional organizations.

THE STRUGGLE AGAINST THE

NEW IMPERIALIST “ PEACE "

The imperialist ‘‘peace’” which is
being organized under the direction ot
#he ‘Big Three” is introducing into
Europe a system of national oppression
which is particularly heavy for Ger-
many and Italy.

The Fourth International proclaims
the right of self-determination for
every people, fights for this right, and
puts forward in every occupied country
the slogan: *‘For the Immediate De-
parture of the Occupation Troops!”’

In the oppressor countries (USA,
Great Britain, France inscfar as_ Ger-
many is concerned) the Fourth Inter-
national actively defends the right of
the occupied nations to independence
and demands the recall of the occupe-
tion troops.

Tn the occupied countries, the Fourth
International lE)laces the emphasis on
conducting the opposition against
occupying forces in the internationalist
spirit of class struggle, in the sense of
safeguarding the independence of the
workers' jnovement, of combatting
“national”_coalitions with the bour-
geoisie. ' The Fourth International
fights for the fraternization between
the occupation troops with the explait-
ed masses in each country, It stresses
likewise that genuine independence’
cannot be -achieved without the abol-
ition of imperialism and the free feder-
ation ‘of the European countries into
the Socialist United States of Europe.

On ‘the other 'hand, at the very
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moment ‘when Vhe ¢ "’ conferexsce
is being prepared, broad messés in
Europe and. in the whole world have
clearly grasped the .irreconcilable con-
tradioctions which have developed within
the very 'midst of the ‘‘United Nat-
ions’”’ at all the diplomatic encounters
preceding it, as well as the dangers of
a third world war. .

Qur sections must 'vigorously: de-
nounce the deceptive character of the
UNO which, like the former League of
Nations, aims to replace in the con-
sciousness of the masses thé idea of an
international federation of revolution-
ary workers’ republics with that of an
international association of the capital-
ist states and the USSR dominated
and directed by the ‘‘Big Three.”’

They must denounce all projects of
annexations and reparations. They
must demand an end to secret diplo-
macy, and the publication of the secret
treaties. OQOur sections will take ad-
vantage of all the conflicts between the
great powers to point out that the
retention of the capitalist system will
inevitably produce a mew . world war
which threatens to lead all of humanity
to complete destruction.,

They will demonstrate concretely how
only the class struggle of the proletar-
iat combined with the struggle of the
colonial peoples constitutes the decisive
factor in preventing the outbreak of
new wars, and that only the abolition
of capitalism can once and for all do
away with war.

The propaganda and agitation of our
sections regarding international poli-
tics must have a concrete and peda-
gogic character. The experiences of
the war have developed in the masses
a very keen sense of the importance of
political events. The scepticism to-
ward the attempts of the victors to
settle the fate of the world ‘‘defin-
itively”” and the fear of a new world
conflict are at present among the most
favourable factors for our propaganda.
Provided, that the latter abandons its
often merely declamatory, general and
abstract form, follows the actual
events, explains them adequately to
the masses and concretizes our Inter-
nationalist' and revolutionary position
on each distinct problem.

wl "-' Na - " o
The' Qerman Quicstion | 7=
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With the ahsence of a strong Ger-
man workers movement still hanging
heavily on the development of the re-
volutionary struggle in Europe, ' the
German probleln constitutes from
every point of view the main abscess
on the body of decadent Europe,

In the treaiment of Germany, the
victors of the Second World War have
revealed at one and the samie time,
the barbarism of their methods of op-
pression, -their lack of co-ordination,
their irreconcilable mutual contradic-
tions and the complete bankruftc

1 € | y, of
their economic and political ‘‘plans’’.

Every section of the Fourth Inter-
national is duty-bound to denounce
vigorously the organized famine im-
posed upon the German masses, the
forced deportations and migrations
from and into Germany (Czecho-
slovakia, Poland, etc.) of the German

" population, as well as the other ‘‘rac-

ial’”’ measures taken against it.

The Fourth International rises
against the occupation, against the
military rule, the dismemberment and
the pillage of Germany. It is com-
pletely opposed to the plans of trans-
forming this industrial heart of Eur-
ope into an agricultural half-desert.
It demonstrates concretely to the
European masses that the result of
these plans can only signify the con-
clusive decadence of the entire con-
tinent. It proclaims fraternization by
the workers of all countries with the
German workers, prisoners of war and
deportees. It fights for their inclusion
in the trade unions, for equal working
and living conditions, and equal rights
for the German workers with those of
the workers in each of these countries.

In Germany itself, the Fourth Inter-
national fights for fraternization be-
tween the German workers and the
occupation troops. It demands the
purge and punishment of the Nazis by
the German workers themselves. It
demands complete freedom for the Ger-

~man workers’ movement, the reestab-

lishment of all democratic rights for
the German workers and for the
masses.
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The Socialist United States-of Europe

Under the present condition of com-
plete economic disorganization and
disintegration of Europe, of national
oppression imposed on & pumber of
viable nations by the victors of the
second imperialist war, the slogan of
the Socialist United States of Europe
acquires enormous propaganda value.

Qur sections must demonstrate con-
cretely that the economic unification of
Europe is a life-and-death question for
all countries composing it; that the
accomplishment of this task is possible
only if carried out by the exploited
masses of the continent under the guid-
ance of the revolutionary proletariat.
The interests of 'imperialism, the mut-

ual antagonisms of the European bour--

geoisies, are opposed to the unification
of European economy. They maintain
and aggravate its Balkanization, the
ruin of its productive forces, of its
civilization and culture.

To the ‘‘peace’’ programme of the
imperialists our sections oppose the
programme contained in the slogan of
the Socialist United States of Europe.

A Socialist Europe will be based on
the economic unification of the contin-
ent, suppressing all tariff walls, plan-
ning its economy, and at the same time
presenting the best framework for the
development and fiourishing of its nat-
jonal civilizations and cultures. Nat-
jonal borders in the new Socialist
Europe will be determined democrati-
cally according to language, national
culture and the freely expressed sym-

. pathies of the populations.

A Socialist Europe will grant com-
plete independence to all the colonies,
establishing friendly economic relations
with them and leading them progres-
sively, without the use of’violence and
by example and collaboration, toward
a Socialist World Federation.

- The USSR, freed of its directing
bureaucratic caste, will join the Soc-
ialist European Federation, which will
aid jt in solving its difficulties, and
_attain a level of prosperity and culture
never before achieved. - The slogan of
- the Soolalist United Btates of Europe
is the only realistlo alternative to the
- plans of reaction which ave leading the
continent toward barbarism and chaos.

.guard against the o
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Soclalist-Communist Governments

While objective conditions are very
favourable for the precipitation of re-
volutionary crises in most of the coun-
tries of Europe, the masses are still
following in overwhelming numbers the
«Gocialists’” and «Communists’”” who
by their policy constitute the major
obstacle to the revolutionary mobiliz-
ation of the masses. .

On the other hand, in view of the
as yet unstable policy of the bour-
geoisie and the relationship of forces
Letween it and the parties based on the
workers, the slogan ‘‘For a Workers’
and Farmers’ Government’’ is concret-
ized in the formula systematically
addressed to the old conservative
jeadership: *‘For a Socialist-Communist
Government! Break with the Bour-
geoisiel Take Power, All the Power!”
Tt is a political necessary of the great-
est importance and constitutes ‘‘an
extremely important weapon for expos-

ing the treacherous character of the

parties and organizations of the Second

(ex) Third and Amsterdam (Trade
Union). International’”’ (Transitional
Programme). :

For the entire present conjuncture,
this slogan occupies the central place
among the slogans of our sections on
the continent. Far from bolstering up
the democratic illusions of the masses,
this slogan is on the contrary designed

4o be the most powerful lever for

destroying these illusions. But that
depends on the degree to which we will
be able to constantly emphasize the
need for such a government to base
itself on the independent action of the
masses aiming at the application of a
genuine minimum programme of the
workers.

That is why this slogan is a trans-
itional slogan, whose purpose it is to
prepare the masses for revolutionary
sction and to help them to understand,

" by the very logic of their action, the
npecessity of going beyond the frame-

work: of bourgeois democracy.

As in the case of the.united front
tactic (of which the ‘‘workers’ govern-
ment” is an inevitable consequence)
this slogan is & double-edged weapon.
Our segtions must constan be on
! . ortunist devi-
ation on the one hand, which consists



Nov.-Dec., 18486,

of promoting it in a purely parliament.-
ary sense—presenting the possible
establishment of a Socialist-Communist
government on a parliamentary plane
as in itself a solution of the problems
agitating the masses, But they must
also avoid, on the other hand, the sec-
tarian deviation which consists of
placing all the emphasis on the ‘“‘man-
oeuvrist’’ nature of this slogan aimed
at unmasking the traditional leadership
and on the unreality and impotence of
such a goernment—thus depriving it
of its genuine importance.

‘“The slogan *Workers’ and Farmers’
Government’ is thus acceptable to us
only in the sense that it had in 1917
with the Bolsheviks, i.e., as an anti-
bourgeois and anti-capitalist slogan,
but in no case in that ‘democratic’
sense which the epigones later gave it,
transforming it from a bridge to social-
ist revolution into the chief barrier
upon its path.

“Of all parties and organisations
which base themselves on the workers
and peasants and speak in their name
we demand that they break politically
with the bourgeoisie and enter upon
the road of struggle for the Workers’
and Farmers Government. On this
road we promise them full support
against capitalist reaction. At the
same time we indefatigably develop
agitation around these transitional de-
mands which should in our opinion
form the programme of the ‘Workers’
and Farmers’ Government.’ >’ (Trans-
itional Programme).

On the other hand it is necessary to
underline the danger of a mechanical
utilization of this slogan. It is self-
evident that its presentation differs
from country to country, according to
concrete political conditions.
Democratic Slogans

As the central slogan of the present
period, the slogan of the Soclalist-
Communist Government encompasses a
whole series of economic and political
transitional demands.

" Democratic slogans are at present an
integral part of this whole programme
in all the countries of the continent.

Like the economic transitional de-
mands, they can form, under varying
appearances and to different degrees in
each country, point of departure in the
daily agitation to launch the central

W.LN.

slogan of the Workers’ and “armers’
Government.

Their importance at the present
stage flows precisely from the extremely
precarious character of the ‘‘demés-
cratic’’ regime, from the fundamental
tendency of
Bonapartist regimes. It is precisely
around the slogans most accessible to
the present stage of political conscious-
ness of the masses that broad mobiliz-
ations are possible (struggle against
the monarchy in Belgium, Italy,
Greece).

1. Immediate election of a Constitu-
ent Assembly by universal secret suff-
rage for all men and women over 18
years of age, including soldiers.

Complete liberty of propaganda
guaranteed by free distribution of
paper stocks, presses, radio, meeting
halls, etc. . . . for all parties.

2. Abolition of the monarchy in all
European countries where it still exists.

3. The setting up in accordance with
the experience in North Italy of Popu-
lar Purge Committee having as their

objective to ferret out the fascist and

reactionary agents in administration,
police, army, and in economic bodies,
and to put them up before popular tri-
bunals, democratically elected.

Disarming of reactionary and fascist
bands and of the paid police. Against
the disarming of partisans and other
popular formations. For the rebuild-
ing of the workers’ militias.

4. Complete restoration of all demo-
cratic and workers’ liberties, freedom
of the press in relation to the state
and the big -capitalists, freedom of
assembly, of speech, of unionization,
right to strike, elimination of every
form of censorship.

A ban against the reappearance of
all reactionary and fascist organiz-
ations, open or camouflaged, as well as
their press. Struggle against every
form of compulsion, binding workers to
a place of work or to any given branch
of industry, against every form of state
control over the trade unions, the
press, and working-class organizations.

5. For dissolving the standing army;
for arming the people.

However, so that the democratic
slogans can serve as a lever for revol-
utionary action and not as a strangling
noose around the neck of the proletar-
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iat, the following factors must be taken
into account in their application:

(a) The slogans must not in any
case be put forward as isolated slogans,
but must be linked to the entire trans-
itional programme and he integrated
especially in the agitation for a Social-
ist~-Communist Government as instru-
ments for the creation of organs of dual

power.

(b) The agitation around the demo-
cratic slogans must be supplemented
with a constant campaign of clarifi-
cation against the parliamentary illu-
sions of the masses, and a coustant
campaign of propaganda for workers’
committees, soviets, and the proletar-
jan dictatorship.

(¢) The question as to which demo-
cratic slogan shall be emphasized de-
pends upon the concrete circumstances
in each country.

But most essential is the penetration
of our whole agitation with a militant
revolutionary spirit; the avoidance of
that timidity and passivity which
necessarily impose fallure upon our
policy by means of half-centrist routin-
ism. On the other hand, in the present
situdtion, brusque changes are possible
and even inevitable, and certain
slogans which have reviously been
emphasized can thus be relegated to
the background or lose their timeliness
altogether, . .

TRANSITIONAL DEMANDS

On the other hand we must particu-
larly call the attention of all national
1 rships of our European sections
to the necessity of immediately tying
up the struggle for these slogans with
the struggle for the following trans-
itional slogans which remain valid for
the whole present period, and whose
goal .is not the reconsclidation of the
tottering capitalist system, but its
over W,

.1, The dominant prbhlem in all couns-

tries-at present is the growing dispro-
portion %ween wagsgs wh%eh 'E; )
been. more or less stabilized, and -the

oost of living, which is continually in--

TORSIDE: .. L S, .
Qur.. : s will demand the 'Im-
ate Unfreezing of Wages, and s
yf _ai 8liding @asle, based on the
Jindex &m“& by the frade
i & m :
ok liviag, T
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2. Against the high cost of living,
our sections will launch the slogan for
Price and Market Control by Com-
mittees of Housekeepers, Poor Peas-
ants and Small Merchants, who will
also organize, on_an inc_reaqmgly en-
1argded scale, a fair distribution of all

aods,
£ 3. The rise in prices of foodstuffs
has definitely been profitable only to
the middleman and to the trusts in
transportation, in retail, and in whole-
sale dealings. There is an enormous
spread between the sale price to con-
sumer and the price received by the
grower. To unite the producers of’
city and country in a bloc, our sec-
tions will launch the slogan of Price
Control Committee, composed of elected
worker and peasant delegates. They
will demand the complete suppression
of all large middlemen and the creation
of peasant selling co-operatives and
working -class associations for purchas-
ing and transportation.

4. The general atrophy of economy:
translates itself into a new rise in
unemployment, Our sections will de-
mand the realization in practice of the
“right to work’” and will launch the
slogan of a Sliding Scale of Hours of
Work, demanding a division of the
available work among all available
hands, and the compulsory reopening
of factories under workers’ comtrol.

5. Against the inefficiency and
sabotage of the bourgeoisie, which
demonstrates its. incapacity to raise
economy from its ruins, our sections
will defend the idea of a General Re-
building Plan for the country, to be
develo ed by the trade unions. &hd-
carried outb under workers® control.
They will expose the demaimgic and
lying character of those piatning prom-
ises which are based-am non-interven-
tion by, the workers and are under the
compl_eqj control.. of the bourgeoisie.
They will summon the ‘‘Socialiste’’ and'
f'Gnm?miutl’_’ to t‘c;.r out fihoir prom-
ises of planning e only possible
effective meihog : by Workers’ Control
of factory management, of supply, of
hiring and firing, and over-all .gvoﬂuo-‘
tion, through the medium of':

) tieest. as well as by emm of
banking operations through commitiees
of :qus. mployeas.  'This: eonctpt:
of warkers! contpe] is 2 ioppoted.
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to the bureaucratic set-up for urganiz.
ation of the ‘national economy under
capitalist control by mixed committees
with a worker minority, as ’oposeo’l
by the treacherous leaders of the trad-
itional organizatiohs., ‘ o

Our sections will also explain ‘the

need for tying these plans on the
‘national scale to the idea of co-ordin-
ated planned economic co-operation of
all uropean countries within the
framework of a Federation of the Soc-
ialist United States of Europe. They
will insist on the fact that in the
absence of this perspective, cvery
serious attempt to restore national
economy is doomed to certain failure,
and will expose the reactionary and
demagogic character of the ‘‘national”’
and chauvinistic policy of the Socialist
and Communist parties.
6. They will demand the immediate
confiscation of all war profits. Against
the fraudulent activities of the bour-
geoisie, they will demand the Elimin-
ation of All Business Secrets; they will
urge the workers to force the capital-
ists to show their real books. In this
way their parasitic character, waste-
fulness, and economic sabotage will
appear in full daylight before the eyes
of the masses.

7. The most decisive step on the road
of economic planning will be the Nat-
ionalization without Compensation or
Right of Redemption and Under Work-
ers’ Control of the banks, mines, insur-
ance companies and key industries
(except the small shareholders and
small depositers). Our sections will
expose the ‘‘nationalization plans’’ of
the liberal bourgeoisie as well as those
-of the “‘Socialists”’ and ‘‘Communists,”’
who wish to burden an economy, al-
ready paralyzed, with indemnities;
and who wish to give to the capitalist
state the task of ‘“‘managing”’ and
“controlling”’ ‘‘nationalized’’ credit,

8. As regards the transitional de-
mands of the small and middle peas-
antry, we must stress the point _of
eliminating the middleman and revising
wholesale prices; we must struggle
against the trusts in fertilizers; we
must fight for cheap credit and cheap
means of production, for a fair distri-
bution of agricultnral equipment among
the small and middle farmers, for
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exemption of small farmers from taxes

and for the cancellation of all  their

-debts.

Until the conftscation 'of the 'land-
and all its inventery for thel‘ebene’ﬁt
of those who really cultivate is real-
ized bts; the revolution, our sections
stru%g for: ,

(a) The improvement of the living
conditions of the tenant farmers by
reducing the share allotted to the land-
lords.

(b) the reduction of the rents for
the small farmers, obligatory compen-
sation for all improvements made on
the land by the farmers in the course
of the contract, etec.

(¢) Ranting of land, cattle, and

machines to all poor peasants at a rate
which will assure them a living.
- 9. As regards the demands of the
urban fpetty bourgeoisie, and partieu-
larly of the new middle classes (func-
tionaries, technicians, white collar
workers), the general demands of all
wage earners are valid. As for the
small craftsmen and business men,
whose situation varies from one coun-
try to another but is deteriorating
everywhere, the struggle against the
fraudulent monetary manoceuvres of
finance capital, against the domination
of the large retailers and trusts, is of
special importance.

Tasks in the GCountries Occupied by
the USSR.

In the European zone occupied by
the Red Army, our sections, while
taking first place in the struggle for
completing the agrarian reform and
for state-ization of large industry,
banks, transportation, as well as for
the realization of our democratic
slogans numbered 2 to 5 inclusive, also
demand the right of each people to
self-determination and the defence of
national minorities. They oppose the
forced integration and federation of
other peoples with the peoples of the
USSR, as well as the forced transfers
of populations, and every measure of
national oppression.

They demand the right of free devel-
opment of the workers’ movement in
those countries, guaranteed by the free
constitution and free' functioning of
workers’ parties, trade unions, and
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soviets. They tolerate the presence of
the Red Army only to the extent that
it is a friendly proletarian armed
force having as 1ts objective to guar-
antee the fulfilment of agrarian reform
and the state-ization of the means of
production . against imperialism and
against national reactionary elements,
without hindering in any way whatso-
ever the free development of the work-
ing class movement. :

In all cases where the Red Army,
obeying the reactionary orders of the
Soviet bureaucracy, opposes insurrec-
tionary movements of the masses and
their struggles for the overthrow of
capitalism and the installation of the
proletarian dictatorship, our sections

will be for the defeat of the Iled Army -

and the victory of the workers. They
will work for this defeat by resorting
simultaneously to military means snd
to propaganda for fraternization ad-
dressed to the soldiers of the Eed
Army, inviting them to revolt against
every executant of the reactionary
orders of the Soviet bureaucracy and to
join the masses struggling for the pro-
letarian revolution.

Organizational Tasks

Our European. sections, having for a
long time prior to the war lived on
general propaganda, and then during
the war having lived isolated from the
masses, inexperienced and in the strict-
ost illegality, are today finding it diffi-
cult to break with obsolete ideas and
methods of organization and activity.
We must insist on the necessity for all
European sections to adapt themselves
as rapidly as possible to the new con-
ditions which now characterize the
working-class movement in Europe,
and with this as .our objective, the
following recommendations are valid:
. L _All our European sections must
in the present stage cling with the
greatest tenacity to the legal positions
which they have already acquired and
must_avoid any kind of blunder which
would permit or helﬁ the bourgeoisie
to drive  them back into complete
illegality.

'The sections which have not yet
achjeved legality must immediately
undertake an energetic, intelligent,
seriously thought-out campaign to win

W. I. N~

Nov.-Dec., 1946.

legalization from the bourgeoisie.

9. Special attention must be given to
the question of the press. Our sec-
tions must struggle to secure the legal
publication of their central, regional
and local organs, and in the event that
these attempts fail, they must not
hesitate to go over to the publication
of local organs, not signed by the party,
for conveying to th¢ masses the essence
of our propaganda and our programme.

3. On the other hand; in cases where
the bourgeoisie systematically bans
our political meetings, our sections
must pass over to other types of meet-
ings, such as lectures, private meet-
ings, artistic and cultural affairs, sport
excursions, etc., in order to maintain
contact with our sympathizers and to
increase our influence. Comrades who
are influential in their factories or
neighbourhoods must in general appear
before the masses as spokesmen for our
organizations and our programme and
must abandon their political anony-
mity.
. 4. Our sections must devote the
greatest attention to the trade union
movement which is experiencing ‘a
tremendous upsurge in all European
countries at the present time. Our
militants must - appear as the best
organizers for the trade unions and of
the struggles by the masses for their
demands, and must there defend our
programme. :

Tn a general way, they must in all
countries be the best fighters for trade
union unity, for the rearganization of
the unions on an industrial basis, for
working-class democracy, for inter-
national proletarian solidarity, for a
concrete programme of action having
for its goal the organization and mobil-
ization of the masses in_ the struggle
against the high cost of living, against
the danger of unemployment, for start-
ing up production, and against bour-
geois reaction and police repression.

Our sections will everywhere strive
to confide the over-all trade union
work to a commission consisting of the
comrades most qualified for this work.
The main task is to organize an oppos-
ition movement within the trade unions
on the basis of the programme defined
above,

5. Qur sections must strive to create
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and consolidate, in all political, eul-
tural; and sport working-class organ-
izations, ‘points of support and frac-
tions, having as -their objective to win
over to our programmie the progressive
tendencies which appear in these
organizations, by patient, systematic;
and persistent work. B ;

Particular attention should be paid
to youth organizations. o

6. The activity of the reformist,
and especially of the Stalinist leaders,
in systematically destroying all secial-
ist traditions and education in -the
working-class cadres; makes -it an
urgent task for the sections to conduct
Marxist educational work in their own
ranks (cadre schools) as well 'as in the
working class’ itself (Marxist circles,
publ)ication of Marxist works, libraries,
etc.). St . - e .

7. The. passage - from illegality - to
legal work must be accompanied by a
radical transformation of the methods
and organizational forms of illegal
work, with the objective of increasing
our efficiency and - avoiding- useless
delays. - :
- Nevertheless, this passage from
illegality to legal work must in no case
cause our sections to lose sight of the
fact that they may at any moment
again be driven into complete illegal -
ity. . The structiitre of each section,
and we: imply. thereby the maiatenance
of Bolshevik organizational forims
(factory and neighbourhood

strictest rules of democratic central-
ism. 'The natiomal leaderships of our
Europedn sections mrist take all neces-
sary measures to safeguard, complete,

and strengthen the Bolshevik struc: -
ture of their organizations and must

resolutely oppose all syndicalist,: Social-
Democratic, dilettante, and petty-
bourgeois concéptions of organization.
and activity:-. T e

Our Tasks in- England

_ The coming.to power of the Lahour
Party requires the reorientation of .the
agitation and propaganda of .our Eng-
lish section. Up to the: 1945 elections.
their céntral slogan was: '‘Labour:to
Power.”’ ST e e T

The present  stage -necessitates. the
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formulation of a precise and clear pro-

wgramme of transitional demands which -
-corresponds to the interests of the

masses and shakes the power of capit-
alism; it requires that we demand of
the Labourites that they carry out this

" programme that we.criticize their act-

ivity in-a way that will be profitable

-fors the actions of the masses, and that,

we push to the maximum their move-
ment and organization into dual-
power forins (Workers” Control Com-
mittees). S . )
Qur British section must, further-
more, -« intensify its struggle against.

- British imperialism, must actively sup-

port the national movements for eman-
cipation by the colonial peoples and
espetially in India, and must conduct
a systematic campaign for the with-
drawal of British troops from the occu-
pied countries of Europe. -

Tasks in the United States -
The power of the movement for work-
ers’ demands which is accompanying
the passing over of American economy
from war to ‘‘peace’’, and the defin-
itive exit of American capitalism.from
its state of equilibrium, determining
a long perspective of crises and con-
vulsions, creates more favourable con-
ditions than ever for our central
slogan: For an Independent Labour

- Party based on the:trade unions, with

cells, -
locals, etc.), must be placed under the

the. objective of accelerating the politi-
cal awakening of the American work-
ing class. The American revolutionary
party must mobilize the proletariat of
its country against Yankee imperialist
policy,. -against-its anti-Seviet plans,
against military intervention in China,
andeagainst. the mainténance of Ameri-
can occupation troops in Japan, Ger-

_many, and other Asiatic and European

térritories: - -i-
‘Our Tasks in the Colonies

. The revolutienary fermefr\it which is

" pow seething in the colonies supplies

a favourable terrain for the creation of
revolutionary parties. 'The. proletariat
of -these countries, hy placing itself in
the democratic and national sphers;
can become the real 'revelutignary
leader of all expleited layers; and can
combine the task of accomplishing. the

_agrarian reform and hational independ-

ence, with its own socialist objectives.
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The primary, conditions for its success
are safegusrding the o‘rgar.nzat,;onal
and political independence of its party,
the flexibility of its tactics, its ability
to draw the peasant layers under its
leadership, and to combine wisely, in
accordance with the dynamics of the
striggle and the degree of maturity of
mass consciousness, those slogans
which are essentially democratic ‘and
national with the transitional slogans
and the struggle for Soviets.

Our colonral sections, while safe-
guarding their political independence
and their own revolutionary physiog-
nomy, must not hesitate to engage in
practical alliances with- national revol-
utionary movements of the urban and
peasant petty bourgeoisie which are
fighting effectively against imperialism.

The objective of these alliances is to
deal joint blows with these tendencies
against a common enemy, while all the
time reserving for our sections ' the
right of criticism, and the. right ‘to
explain their full programme.
sections must furthermore undertake
systematic and patient fraction work
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within  the revolutionary national
organizations of these countries, with
the goal of creating a Marxist-revolu-
tionary tendency within them, to facil-
itate the leftward . development of the
revolutionary natioral elements, and to
foil and combat the designs of con-
sciously readctionary national bourgeois
elements and agents of 'foreign im-
perialism, to lock them and their
organizations in an ideological vice.

Our sections in the imperialist
mother countries, and in all capitalist
countries, have the duty to defend
actively the struggle of the colonial
people for "their emancipation from
imperialism, even in those cases where
this struggle is led by nationalist and
bourgeois-democratic elements. They
will claim thé rights of colonial peoples
to immediate self-determination, with-
out any limitations, and by appealing .
to the international working class for
solidarity in action, will energetically
oppose all shipments of troops and
arms to the colonies to crush their re-
volutions.

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS to the FOREGOING
TEXT

Adopted for Submission to the World Congress
by the National Congress of the R.C.P. (British
Section of the Fourth International) Sept. 1946.

‘Proposed line of amendment to the International Pre-Conference resolution
“ New Imperialist Peace and the Building of the Parties of the '
Fourth International on the relative strength of the. U.S.8.R.”

FROM the viewpoint of world de-
L velopment, in the absence of
victorious proletarian revolution, the
most outstanding factor in the result-
ant of the war is the emergence of the
Soviet: Union as, th:dgreatast military
power in. Euvope and Asia—with the

) t
exception of the United States of

America~—the greatest power in ‘the
world, State ownership and planned
economy have demonstrated their
summnty in peace and in war.

'his result has upset all the calcu-
lations of world imperialism. Nor was

such a result  foreseen even by our-
selves,

The allies made their agree-
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ment with the Soviet. Union with ithe
confident -expectation that .she-would
either be - defeated or would . eme
from the war so weakened as to:
completely dependent, economically
and “politically, upon -Anglo-American
imperialism. But despite the errors
and excesses of the Stalinist bureau-
cracy, despite the total incapacity of
the generals and officers who remained
after the purge (and who were largely
responsible for the defeats in the %rst
stages of the war), the Soviet Union
survived the first terrible defeats as
no other country could have done.
Without the Ukraine and the Donetz
Basin in which two thirds of the most
important industries—iron, steel, coal,
aluminium—had been .concentrated,
the Soviet Union, virtually unaided,
defeated a Germany armed with the
resources of all Europe. ;

This was achieved by the transfer-
ring to and the building of new bases
of - heavy industry in the Urals and
Siberia, which, given the high morale
of the masses, together with the re-
organisation of the army general staff
and officer cadre, was sufficient to
guarantee -military victory over Ger-
man imperialism. This; despite the
reactionary, chauvinist policy of the
Stalinist bureaucracy which was aimed
at sabotaging dnd destroying the pos
sibilty of world revolution. :

The economic system of the Soviet
Union stood the test, despite all the
disadvantages and the incubus of the
Stalinist bureaucracy. Russia
emerged from the war strengthened
and not weakened. Far from the cal-
culations of the imperialists being
realised—that Germany and Russia
would knock each other out—Germany
has collapsed, Russia has emerged
victorious and now dominates half
Europe and a great part of Asia. The
Stalinist bureaucracy has achieved a
position of domination in the Balkans
and in Asia far surpassing the dreams
of the Czars. They have secured points
of vantage for a tremendous spurt for-
ward.

Churchill’s phrase ‘‘the Iron Cur-
tain’’ from Trieste to Stettin 1s a
picturesque description of the domin-
ation of this region by the Stalinist
bureaucracy. Britain has lost the bal-

W. LiN,
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-ﬁl;.\lc;e:of. power which she maintained in
-Bure
" ‘that bestrides the .Continent, and loams

"ifor~ 800" years, - It-.is. Bussia

shead. as a serious threat. to Britigh
imperialism in.the Mediterranean; in
the Middle East, in the Far East and

in Europe. Qnly the giant strength of

American imperialism stands as a chal-

‘lenge to the Stalinist bureaucracy. -

- Both Britain and Japan have become
bases for American imperialism for a
future struggle to the death . with
Russia which looms ahead if capita}-
ism survives the next epoch. . = - -

The changed relationship of ‘forces
arises out. of the changed economic

,relationships. While European caxnital-

ism has been slowly decaying, an un-
precedented development of the foices
of production and the productivity of
labour has taken place in the Soviet
Union. - Nearly two decades of- Five
Year Plans and planning has resulted
in the creation of hundreds c¢f thou-
sands of technicians and specialists,
and tens of millions of skilled workers.
It is on this solid base that the econ-
omic development of the Soviet Union
has taken place, and will proceed in
the coming period. ° o
Far from being economically depend-
ent upon Britain and America, Russia
is 'in a position of bargaining with
Anglo-American imperialism on equal
terms. It is not accidental that Stalin
has not only refused loans from Amer-
ica on the basis of economic conces-
sions in Russia itself, but has cven
refused to accept loans which wculd
weaken Russia’s economic domination
of Eastern Europe. Loans which Rus-
sia was prepared to accept from Brit-
ain even in the period prior to the war,
she is mnot willing to accept today
except on the bureaucracy’s own terms.
Russia was compelled at one of ber
weakest stages, in 1929-32 to give 9
per cent interest—even at the height
of the world’s slump; in 1935 she gave
54 per cent for #£10,000,000 on five
years’ credit; yet today Russia has re-
fused a loan of £30,000,000 foir 5 years
at 23 per cent. The bureaucracy. has
demanded £100,000,000 at 2% per cent
for 15 years! The terms are not to

her liking. )
Tt is -a fatal error to confuse the
objective economic position of the
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Soviet Union with the counter-revolu-
-tionary policy of Stalinism: ‘From the
viewpoint of world socialism, the Stal-
inist bureaucracy now plays completely
a counter-revolutionary role. Had it
not been for their policy; the working
class would have achieved a Socialist
United States of Europe and in Asia,
and the whole world situation would
have been transformed. Nevertheless,
despite the policy of Stalinism, the
objective situation of the Soviet Union
varies from time to time in accordance
with the world historical factors, both
economic and political. It does mot
follow that because of the counter-
revolutionary policy of Stalinism, the
Soviet Union is automatically weakened
in its economic and political relation
to the capitalist states at every stage
of its development. The economic
strengthening of the Soviet Union 1is
a plus for the revolution on a world
scale and for the regeneration of the
USSR. . )
The objective revolutionary situation
which  has resulted from the war
strengthens further the position of the
Soviet Union. Far from world imper-
jalism concerning itself with the liquid-
ation of the Soviet State, its main pre-
occupation consists in attempting to
stabilise the position of the shattered
fabric of capitalism in Europe, Asia,
and even the Americas. It 1s this
which gives the aggressive character
to Stalinist diplomacy and diplomatic
pressure to extend the sphere of influ-
ence of the bureaucracy (Persia).
Taking the revolutionary perspective
into account, it is not possible for
American imperialism immediately to
launch a war against the Soviet Union,
The American strike wave, the insist-
ent demands of the troops to go home,
the impossibility of the Labour Gov-
ernment relying on the British work-
ers and soldiers in a large scale war
on Russia, the famine, war weariness
of the masses of the world, the
strength of Stalinism in Europe and
Asia, and the sympathy of the masses
for the Soviet Union—all these pre-
clude any possibility of immediate, or
‘“‘next stage’”’ military intervention
against Russia.
, Hysterical propaganda about immed-
iate war on the Boviet Union ignores,
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and ‘is in conflict with, the revolution-
ary perspective of our epoch and the
objective development -of events. If
capitalism-imperialism maintains it-
self with the aid of the reformists and
Stalinists because of the weaknass of
the Fourth International, then savage
reaction will inevitably succeed in tak-
ing control in Europe, Britain and
America, the Labour movement would
be destroyed by reaction and the way
would be clear for the inevitable on-
slaught on the Soviet Union which
could prepare the destruction not only
of Russia, but of world civilisation.
From the viewpoint of world revolution
—the extension of October, the present
strengthening of the Soviet Union will
solve nothing. Only the victory of
the workers in the main capitalist
nations can solve the problems of the
Soviet Union and ensure that national-
ised property will be preserved, and
on the basis of the overthrow of the
bureaucracy and the reintroduction of
workers’ democracy, lead to world
socialism.

From the Marxist norm, the develop-
ment of the Soviet Union has a dual
character. The differentiation between
the proletariat and the bureaucracy.
speeded up by the war, has prepared
an absolute chasm between these two
strata. But simultaneously with the
development of the economy, the pro-
letriat is strengthened in numbers and
social weight in the country, and thus
the hour is preparing when the prole-
tariat will settle accounts with the
bureaucracy.

Russia is in an immensely stronger

osition than she was after World

ar I. In ‘‘Revolution Betrayed’
Trotsky wrote:

“ . . . Industrial production in
1921, immediately after the end of
the civil war, amounted at most to
one fifth of the pre-war level. The
production of steel fell from 4.2
million tons to 183 thousand tons—
that is to 1/23rd of what it had
been. The total harvest of grain
decreased from 801 million, hundred-
weights to 503 million in 1923. - That
was a year of terrible hunger. For-
eign trade at the same time plunged
from 2.9 billion rubles to 30 millien.
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The collapse of the productive forces
surpassed anything of the kind 'that
history had ever seen.: The country,
and the Government with it, were
at the very edge of the abyss.’’
Yet from this low technicel level,
with no plan, with strong capitalist
sectors in the economy; with few in-
dustrial technicians—many of whom
sabotaged the economy—with an in-
heritance of a low level of productiv-
ity; with agriculture on the same
primitive level as under Czarism,
within five years Russian production
had been restored to pre-war levels:
that is, had grown more than five
t¢imes its size in 1921. Even after the
restoration of economy, by 1926 the
total proletariat numbered ‘lo#s than
5 y -
Today the situation is transformed.
The proletariat hoew numbers 20 to 25
millions. Hundreds of thousands of
new technicians and specialists have
been trained. Freed from the hamper-
ing restrictions and fetters of private
ownership, the amazing results shown
in the war, will undoubtedly be far
exceeded in the future.
. The argument of the international
resolution on the Soviet Union is of a
one-sided. character, and thus gives a
false picture. The conclusions are based
upon figures given by the IS taken
from 1941, though the document was
written in 1945. These statistics, at
the time when the Nazis were at the
gates of Leningrad and Mbscow,
ignore the all-important changes in
the intervening period. The figures of
17 million dead and 3 million disabled,
or one sixth of the active population,
are given without relation to the fact
that ‘in the territories added to the
Soviet Union live 24 million people.
Similarly with the industrial figures.
Tt should not be forgotten that owing
to the tremendous resources of state
ownership and planned production,
the Soviet Union recovered after the
terrible famine of 1932, in which
millions died. The havoc wrought by
Stalin’s economic policy at home at
that fime was equal to a_war. Yet
the economy of the Soviet Union made
enormous advances. in spite of this.
On the basis of state ownership and
the economic advances already made,
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€he pace of reconstruction and develops:
ment will be even faster. The news
Five Year Plan sots itself moderata
and attainable perspectives. By the
end of 1047, it 1# calculated that pre-:
war production will- be reached. By:
1960, the aim of the Five Year Plaa

is 50 ‘per cent overall increase over

pre-war production. c
The perspective of the Pre-Confer-
ence document in relation to the re-
covery and development of the Soviet:
Union is entirely false and pessimistic.
in asserting: . . ,
“In ite defence agaminst both the
external pressure of imperialism and
of the internal reactionary elements,
and in its efforts to rapidly revive
the Soviet economy, the bureau-
cracy’s best chances of suceess lie in
the ecomomic contribution of the
countries now under Soviet control.”

(Our emphasis) )

This fails to take into account the - -
actual technique which still remains in
the possibilities latent in Russian
economy, even without outside aid.
The economy of the occupied countries
will .undoubtedly assist the Stalinist
bureaueracy, which thus extends its
sphere of dominatien over half Furope
and Asia, but these conquests remain
auxiliary to the economic exploitation
of the resources of the Soviet Union
itself. -

The argument that the contradic-
tions of world imperialism upon whick
Russia. was able to manoeuvre in the
past, have now been eliminated, and
that the USA has encircled and united
the capitalist world against the USSR
has thus rendered the Soviet Union
far weaker than before the war, is at
variance with reality. It is true that
America has enormously increased its
preponderating economic lead on a
world scale, and that Britain is now
economically and politically a satellite
of the USA. But the contradictions
between the imperialists are by ne
means eliminated. Russia still has a
field for manoceuvre, even if somewhat
restricted. Meanwhile Germany, whick
was the only country economwal}y,
militarily, politically and geographic-
ally, in a favourable position to launch
a war agamst the USSR has been virt-
nally destroyed for a generation,
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within that- period cannot be robuild
for . & mew .war against the USSR.
Japan, the only country in the East.

(S‘.:lﬂable of undertaking a large scale:

ry . struggle against the USSR
hé,;ﬁ:lgo been destroyed. - Even with
thé assistance of American imperial-.
ism, Japan will not be capable - of
waging a war against Russia for many
yéars. [ ' L
- The new bases acquired by American
imperialism, even with modern meth-
ods of warfare, cannot compensate for
the loss of Germany and -Yapan. Be-
fore the imperialists will be in 2 pos-
ition to launch a new war against the
Soviet Union, the economic crises of
capitalism will destroy whole sectors
of the economy, while the economy of
the USSR will advance.
. The perspective in the original Con-
ference document is already being
refuted by events. . The dociment
stated: L ‘
“Failing a mass movement capable
" of coming actively. to its support, the
- USSR incurs the risk of being de-
stroyed in the near future even|
- without direct military Intervention
~ but simply through the combined
" economic, political and diplomatic
pressure and the military threats of
" American and British imperialism.”’
¢ (Our emphasis)
Theugh the passage has been deleted,
because it cannot be maintained in the
face of events, the basic conception
which this passage expressed is -re-
tained in the document. For example:
© “In the test of strength which
characterises the present relations
between imperialism and the USSR,
‘only the intervention of the prole-
" tarian revolution can save the Soviet
* Union from an eaMy and fatal end.”
"~ (our emphasis) : -
The false evaluation of the perspective
of economic weakening, of iminent
collapse, of diplomatic. and economic
Pressure of the imperialists leading to
¢arly collapse, of the danger of .im,
mediate war against the Soviet Union
i8 serving to disorient the cadres of
the “Fourth Inteérnitional and to dis-
ctédlt;‘  the International in the eyes of
the’ world wbil;n‘n class.  Alarming
glyn orys of -this have been: .
(1Y Thé - hssdbtion “of the - ‘American
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SWP that the war is_still on.

(2): The ambiguous position. in - the
finally adopted International docu-
ment on the question of the occu-
pied territories and the refusal to
accbpt the amendment of the Brit-
ish .Party to demand ‘the with-
drawal of the Red Army as well as

. ‘the imperialist armies from these
" territories. In the revised dogi-:
" mént the only reference to this
question being: ) L ‘
¢The Fourth International pro-
" claims the’ right of self-determin-
ation for every people, fights for
" this right, and puts forward in
every occupied country the slogan-
‘“For the Immediate Departure of
the Occupation Troops!”’ In the
oppressor countries (USA, Great
- Britain, France, insofar as Ger-
maiy is concerned) the Fourth In-
ternational , actively defends the
right of the occupied nations ‘to. -
independence and demands the re-
call of the occupied troops.”’*

The failure to take a clear position,

and the ACTUAL OPPOSITION

on the part of the Minority of the

British Party to the inclusion in

" the International resolution the

demand for the withdrawal of the

d . Army from Germany and
other occupied territories.

The assertion of the French Party

that ‘““Never in the darkest hours

of the war was the USSR so
seriously menaced’” which led them
to the opportunist and capitula-
tionary proposal of a united pro-
paganda front with the Stalinists.

The absurd answér in NEUER

SPARTAKUS to the question

‘““Why does Stalin rob? Because

he lost the war.”” (Emphasis in

original.) =~
All this proceeds from a totally false
evaluation of the development of the

Soviet ‘Union. The paralysis of the

world -revolution throughits agencies,

the Stalinist Parties, leads to a tem-
porary strengthening of the position of
the Stalinist buréaucracy. It remaing,'

*The IEQ: has since iguo
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as yet, not an absolute fetter, but a
relative fetter upon the development
of the productive forces. Only on a
world scale is the absolutely reaction-
ary character of the bureaucracy re-
vealed.  In the absence of a revolution-
ary party with roots and connections
among the advanced workers capable
of mobilising the masses, without a
revolution in Europe and Asia, the
bureaucracy will most likely maintain
its position in the Soviet Union, and
even further entrench it in the next
immediate period ahead. On the
scales of history and the development
of regimes, a few years is mothing.
Only from a large-scale historical
point of view can it be understood
that the bureaucracy at a certain
stage, will come into ABSOLUTE con-
tradiction with the needs of economy
and culture within the Soviet Unien.
That is why it is more than cver

W. L. N. az

important in fighting for the regener-
ation of the USSR, and in defence of
the Soviet Union, to wage an implac-
able struggle against the counter-
revolutionary role of Stalinism in the
occupied_territories and in Europe and
Asia. The victory of the proletariat
In any major country in Europe would
sound the knell of doom for the
bureaucracy because it would result in
a new relationship between the bureau-
cracy and the Russian proletariat. The
most important task of the European
masses consists in the defence of the
European revolution against Stalinism
as well as imperialism. The struggle
for a Socialist Europe and Asia against
imperialism and its Social Democratic
and Stalinist henchmen, becomes the
most important means of establishing
the power of the world working class,

ECONOMIC PERSPECTIVES

Proposed line of amendment to International Conference Resolution
“New Imperialist Peace and the Building of the Parties of the
Fourth .International.”

The present epoch is the epoch of
definite capitalist decline. The general

crisis of capitalism is reflected in the.

. contradiction between the development
of the productive forces and the private
ownership of the means of production
and the national state. Capitalism
fulfilled its historic function, the
development of the national state and
the creation of the world market in
the decades prior to the first world
war. Capitalism can no longer serve
for the development of the forces of
production. Despite the immense in-
crease in. the productivity of labour
and the continued development of
technique, production on a world scale
finds itself hampered and restricted
by the fetters of private ownership of
the means of production, transport
and exchange, and the national state.

Already by 1850-1870, the basic
istorical role of capitalism had been
fulfilled. 1t had, even at that stage,
ecome a fetter on the development
of the productive forces. That 1s the
explanation for the error in perspec-
tive of Marx and Engels in believing
that the victory of the proletaran re-

and thereby defending the Soviet
Union.
volution was imminent. However,

through the development of the world
market, which gave it new resoyrces,
capitalism revealed itself not yef as
an absolute, but as a relative, fetter
on the development of the forces of
nproduction at this stage. Marx point-
ed out that no society would give way
to a new society until all the produc-
tive possibilities within it had been
completely exhausted. Between 1870
and 1914 capitalism revealed itself as
an ascending economy. Of course, had
the proletariat come to power (the
productive forces had already been
sufficiently developed for +this) the
expansion of the productive forces
would have been immeasurably greater.
Nevertheless, capitalism could succeed
in maintaining itself because it still
remained a relatively progressive
factor. .
Between 1879 and 1914, the figures
of production of the most important
commodities in Germany, France,
United States and Britain showed a
general tendency to rapid increase.
The first world war marked a defin-
itive change in the role of capitalism.
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The world had been divided into
spheres of influence markets, sources
of raw materials and could only be re-
divided by bloody imperialist war,
The epoch of capitalist decay and of
capitalism’s death agony was ushered
in. This it was that presaged the
period of wars, revolutions, uprisings
and. convulsions, which was clear evi-
dence of the.insoluble impasse into
which the capitalist system had landed
humanity.

The general crisis of capitalism was
reflected in the fact that the produc-
tive forces had ceased to grow with
the same rhythm as in the past.

The inevitable cycle of capitalist
production now took a somewhat diff-
erent curve. No longer short slumps
.and long booms, with each succeeding
boom at a higher level than the last,
‘but now an epoch in which short
Dbooms were followed by long slumps
and depressions, The productive
forces oscillated round the level of
1914, taking into account increases of
-population and resources. Neverthe-
less, the first post-war crisis of capit-
-alism, in which the proletariat failed
to take power, led inevitably to a new
economic boom. The partial collapse
immediately after 1921 did not last

1. N. Nov.-Dec., 1946,

long or have major effects. In most
countries of the world, the figures of
production in 1929 were higher than
those of 1914, only to prepare for a
complete collapse of the productive
forces in a way never witnessed by
capitalism in the past. The slump
was one of unexampled severity, afflict-
ing all the main capitalist countries
simultaneously, and causing frightful
devastation and chronic decline in the
utilization of the productive potential.
(Japan was an exception for reasons
which it is not necessary to deal with
here.)

But again, even this slump could not
continue indefinitely. Where the pro-
letariat was paralyzed by its parties,
and failed to utilize the crisis to over-
throw capitalism and take power into
its own hands, a new economic up-
swing commenced. In many countries
of Europe this crisis was not finally
resolved until the preparations for the
new slaughter of the peoples (itself a
reflection of the impasse of capitalism)
was in full swing. But on the basis of
armaments preparations and the war
measures generally, economic activity
even exceeded the figures of 1929 in
the main capitalist countries apart
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Thus, in the downswing of capital-
ism it can be seen that production
tends to oscillate around the level of
1919-37* Without being enabled to
ain the steady rhythm of increase in
the decades prior to the first world
war, when each crisis was succeeded
by an enormous upswing on a higher
level of the productive forces.

World War II, a further proof of
the death agony of capitalism, has

resulted in the frightful destruction.

of men, of the productive forces, in
the disorganisation and disintegration
of production in Europe and Asia,
such as has never been exampled in
history. Imperialism and capitalism
bhave thus shown the barbarism into
which their continued existence will
plunge mankind. In opposition to the
reformists and Stalinists, who seek to
lull the masses with a perspective of a
new renaissance of capitalism and a
great future for democracy, the re-
solution of the International Pre-
Conference is one hundred per cent
correct in emphasizing the epoch of
decline and collapse of world capitalist
economy. But in a resolution that
seeks to orientate our own cadres on
immediate economic perspectives—
from which the next stage of the class
struggle will largely flow, and thus our
immediate propaganda and tactics—
the perspective is clearly false.

The present crisis and low level of
production, is not the economic crisis
as understood by Marxists in the
classic sense. It is a crisis of ‘‘under
production” arising from imperialist
concentration of productive forces for
war and from war destruction itself.
It reflects itself in the lack of capital
goods, lack of consumers’ goods, and
lack of agricultural goods. Just the
opposite of an economic crisis of cap-
italist over-production as understood
by Marxists.

The frightful famines which have
stricken the peoples of the entire
world, the disorganisation and decay
of Europe, are indications of the dis-
ruption of the capitalist system. These
could easily have led to the destruction

* Owing to exceptional conditions producted
by the war, German production virtually
collapsed and American production soare
to record heights.

W. & N
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of capitalism and the organisation of
socialist production on an all-Eurapean
and :all-Asiatic scale, ‘were it not for
the weakness of the revolutionary
party and the capitulation of the mass
organisations of the working class.
For the second time in a_generation
capitalism has been enabled to gain a
new breathing space.

The theory of spontaneous collapse
of capitalism is entirely alien to the
conceptions of Bolshevism. Lenin and
Trotsky emphasized again and again
that capitalism will always find a way
out if it is not destroyed by the con-
scious intervention of the revolution-
ary party which, at the head of the
masses, takes advantage of the diffi-
culties and crises of capitalism to
overthrow it. 'The experience of
World War II emphasizes the pro-
found correctness of these conceptions
of Lenin and Trotsky. ]

Given the prostration of the prole-
tariat through the betrayal of its mass
organisations, the cyclical upswing of
the productive forces, the wearing out
of machinery, the slashing of wages,
leads to an absorption of surplus
stocks and the restoration, or partial
restoration of the rate of profit. Thus,
the way is prepared for a new cyclical
upswing which in its turn lays the
basis for an even greater slump. As

Trotsky wrote of the world slump:

¢“The ruling classes of all countries
expect miracles from the industrial
upswing, the speculation in stocks
which has already broken out is a
proof of this. If capitalism were
really to enter upon the phase of a
new prosperity or even of a gradual
but persistent rise, this would nat-
urally involve the stabilization of
capitalism and at the same time a
strengthening of reformism. But
there is not the least ground for the
hope or fear that the economic re-
vival, which in and of itself Is In-
evitable, will be able to overcome the
general tendencies of decay in world
economy and in European economy
in particular, If pre-war capitalism
developed under the formula of ex-
anded production of goods, present
gay capitalism, with all its cyclieal
fluctuations, represents an expanded
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production of misery and of cata- decline of eéonom%VeSThis has pre-

strophe. The new economic cycle
will execute the inevitable readjust-
ment of forces within the individual
countries as well as within the cap-
italist camp as a whole, predomin-
antly towards America and away
from Europe. But within a_ very
short time it will place the capitalist
- world before insoluble contradictions
and condemn it to new and still more
frightful convulsions.” )

No matter - how devastating the
slump, if the workers fail, capitalism
will always find a way out of its econ-
omic impasse at the cost of the toilers
and the preparation of new contradic-
tions. The world crisis of the capital-
ist system does not end the economic
cycle but gives it a different char-
acter. The theory of the Stalinists
put forward in the last world crisis
that this was the last crisis of capital-
ism from which it would never recover,
has been revealed to have been en-
tirely unMarxian. There is a grave
danger that this theory will be revived
in our own ranks today.

After World War I the capitalists
were faced with large if inexperienced
revolutionary parties striving to take
advantage of the capitalist crisis in
production in order to overthrow cap-
italism. This further aggravated the
chaos, and rendered difficult the capit-
alist recovery. Despite this, however,
production was largely restored. (See
appendix.)

If the Stalinist parties had been
genuine revolutionary parties, the cap-
italist class would now be faced with
an entirely different perspective in
economy as well as politically. The
Proletariat in France would have para-
yzed the attempt of the capitalists to
restore production at the expense of
further sacrifices and burdens on the
part of the masses. But 'the two
traitor organisations of the proletariat
are straining every nerve to prevent,
frustrate and sabotage any struggle.
economic and political on the part of
the proletariat. -

Meanwhile, with the weakness of the
parties of the Fourth International,
which remain small sects at this stage,
the capitalists have been enabled to
find a way out of the collapse and

pared ‘the way in tern Europe for
a steady and fairly rapid recovery.

If a conflict develops between Stalin
and Western European capitalism and
the Stalinist organizations are used to
disrupt and force concessions by means
of mass ‘strikes, the situation can
deteriorate for the capitalists over-
night. Even the assistance of Amer-
ican finance would not and could not
prevent the crisis that would follow.

The specific position taken by the
International Pre-Conference and sup-
ported by the Minority of the British
Party, that the Western European
countries—France, Holland, Belgium
and others—will remain on a level
approaching stagnation and slump,
and cannot reach the level of produc-
tion attained pre-war, is entirely false.
The Pre-Conference resolution says:

‘““This restoration of economic .
activity in the capitalist countries

‘hit by the war, and in particular in

the countries on the European con-

tinent, will be characterised by its
particularly slow rhythm and these
countries will thus remain on a level
approaching stagnation and slump.”

Eastern Europe in particular, under
the control of the Stalinist bureau-
cracy, will undoubtedly recover and
even increase its productive resources
more rapidly than after 1914-18. It
is impossible for Anglo-American im-
perialism and the bourgeoisie of West-
ern KEurope to allow complete stag-
nation and decline on one half of the
Continent, while economic activity will
develop in the other half under the
domination of the Stalinist bureau-
cracy.

However, apart from these political -
considerations, there are the laws of
capitalism which themselves ensure
the upswing of economy and make a
new ‘‘boom’’ inevitable, Particularly
In view of the fact that this crisis is
not a crisis of over-producton and that
the capitalists are not being attacked
in Western Europe by the mass organ-
isations, but reccive the direct assist-
ance and support of Social Democracy
and Stalinism, a cyollcal upswing is
Inevitable. Tt is not excluded that
particularly for Western Europe (with
the exception of Germany and Austria)
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the productive figures oan even reach
and surpass the pre-war level In the
next period. Even in Germeny, de-
gendmg upon the relationship between
he imperialists and Russia, a greater
or lesser revival will take place,
though here because of the conflict
between the powers and the division
and occupation of Germany, it is im-
possible that pre-war figures will be
reached in the next period.

ANl the factors on a European and
world scale Indicate that the economic
activity in Western Europe In the next
period is not one of ‘'stagnation and
slump’’ but one of revival and boom.

The main feature of capitalist crisis
(“‘stagnation and slump’’) as revealed
for example by the classic crisis of
1929-33 which assumed unexampled
scope and severity on a world scale,
was over-production of capital goods,
consumers goods and agricultural pro-
duce. The industrial crisis was thus
supplemented with a simultaneous
agrarian crisis. The economic revival
which followed the last world slump,
as alwavs, was achieved by the de-
struction and deterioration of capital
goods, the deterioration and destruc-
tion of consumers’ stocks, the cutting
down of the areas sown with crops,
etc. Though this involved immeasur-
able misery and suffering for the toil-
ers, nevertheless, particularly with
war preparations, by 1937-38 the pro-
duction figures exceeded even the
record years of 1928-29 in most coun-
tries of the world. Thé destruction
wrought by the war has achieved simi-
lar results to those which the capital-
ists achieve when they consciously set
out to destroy wealth in a period of
crises of over-production.

The classic conditions for boom are
present in Europe today. A shor_tage
of capital goods: shortage of agricul-
tural produce; shortage of consumers’

goods. The shortages impose new
miseries for the masses iand new
strains on the system. These con-

ditions engendered by wilful destruc-
tion and the normal processes of decay
of capitalist slump are here produced
by the devastation and havoc of totali-
tarian war. This devastation did not
lead to the overthrow of the system

“Wi I N,
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through the vietory of the prolesariat.
In the same way as rvecovery follow's
& slump which does not lead to e
overthrow of the system, so the restor-
ation of the productive forces .%l

‘follow the present chaos, even on &

capitalist basis, .

However, such a recovery, as alread
stated in the citation frgx’n Trots {
cannot lead to a blossoming of :ge
economy of capitalism. A new recov-
ery can only prepare the way for an
even greater slump and economic crises
than in the past.

The Stalinists and Social Democrats
have largely persuaded the working
class to accept the burden of recon-
struction with the cries of ‘‘Produc-
tion! Production!” With this they
have undoubtedly had a certain success
among the broad masses. The Fourth
Internatioral will only discredit itself
if it refuses to recognise the inevitable
recovery, and it will disorientate its
own cadres as well as the broad masses
by predicting a permanent slump and
slow rhythm of recovery in Western
Europe, when events are taking a diff-
erent shape. (See appendix.) )

The argument of the comrades of
the American SWP, which has been
echoed by the Minority of the British
Party, that only after the proletariat
has been decisively defeated would
American imperialism give loans to
assist the recovery of Western Europ-
ean capitalism, has already been de-
monstrated to be a false one. The
proletariat has not been defeated, but
loans have already been given. Equally
false is the argument that only if the
proletariat is decisively defeated can
economic recovery and revival take
place. Such an argument lumps to-
gether political-economic problems vis-
ualising an immediate reflection of one
upon the other. TUndoubtedly, a de-
cisive defeat of the proletariat gives
the bourgeoisie stability and con-
fidence. But uniess the economic pre-
conditions for a boom are present, a
boom would not necessarily follow even
in that event. It is not a law of the
development of capitalism that only
the defeat of the proletariat in a re-
volutionary situation can lead te a
boom, any more than a slump auto-
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matically leads to a revolution.. Hig-
tory teaches us that capitalism, even
in its death agony, recovers after a
slump, despite the revolutionary possi-
bilities, if the proletariat is paralyze
or weakened by its organizations and
rendered incapable of taking advant-
age of its opportunities.

After the revolutionary wave of
World War I had been stemmed by
Social Democracy, capitalism was en-
abled to revive at the expense of the
intensified exploitation of the working
class. The first post-war revolutionary
wave of World War II has been stem-
‘med and paralyzed by Social Demo-
cracy and Stalinism. Economic revival
is taking place before our eyes in
most_countries of Western Europe and
Britain. Not only this. The bour-
geois state machine in the Western
countries, which had been disrupted
and shattered after the fall of Hitler,
has gradually been rebuilt on the basis
of bourgeois democracy. A precarious
“‘stabilization’’ of the bourgeois state
and the restoration of the economy
from the position of almost complete
disruption and chaos has taken place.
The Thythm of recovery is proceeding
at a fairly rapid pace in all of Western
Europe, apart from Germany. .

The paralysis of the proletariat,
through its organisations, has allowed
the bourgeois the opportunity to re-
cover control of its economy. It does
not follow from this that the proletar-
iat is defeated.

In reality, ebbs and flows of the
workers’ movement, together with
ebbs and flows in the economy will
take - place, and mnot necessarily in
direct dependence one upon the other.

Economic recovery is not necessarily
dependent upon a definitive defeat of
the proletariat: revolution is not neces-
sarily dependent upon economic de-
cline.

Economic revival is not necessarily
a debit for the revolution. On the
contrary, with .the paralysis of the
roletariat, the harnessing and knit-
xplf together of the masses.in industry
will . strengthen their confidence and
fighting capacity. 1% can prepare the

I
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way for big struggles (America 1936)
which can pose again the political
questions in a clear and sharp fashion.
The economic revival, in any event,
can last only a few years and the new
slump again pose before the workers
the treachery of the Stalinist and
Social Democratic leaders who shouted
¢“Production’’ . . . and produced un-
employment . and want because of
“over-production.”” While the prole-
tariat can be lulled and reconciled by
its’ organizations in a period of uni-
versal shortage, to accept the yoke of
increased slavery and the burdens of
increasing production, they will find it
intolerab%e when they see the impasse
into which these sacrifices have led
them. But only if the Fourth Inter-
nationalists have carefully explained
the ‘process in a theoretical fashion,
can we reap the benefits from the ad-
vanced section of the working class.
Only on that basis will it be possible
‘to talk of leadership of the masses.

The new slump will reveal once
again, as did the wars and the previous
slumps, the degeneration and chronic
crisis. of world capitalism. Great class
battles, revolution and civil war will be
on the order of the day.

The definitive decline of Europe,
already begun in 1914, has been aggra-
vated in the succeeding decades, and
world war II has put its seal on this
decline. While cyclical upturns will
take place and are taking place at the
present time, there can be no real
growth of the productive forces as in
the past. The chronic crisis and death
agony of capitalism will once again be
revealed in its full scope when the
catastrophe of the peace will be added
to that of the war; the paradox of
poverty and plenty, of idle factories
and idle workers, of starving popu-
lations while food is rotting, of the
burdens of the new rearmament pro-
gramme, will pose insistently the need
for the reorganisation of society ‘in
the consciousness of the proletariat.
The, programme of the Fourth Intei-
national will become the banner of the
European and world proletariat. -
L i . Ty .y ¥
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APPENDIX TO PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO
ECONOMIC PERSPECTIVES

APPENDIX.

The first world war was followed by a
boom, not by a slump, in accordance with
the laws of capitalist economy.

Immediately following the war, the overall
production index for the whole of Europe
excluding the USSR, stood at 62 per cent
of the 1918 figures. Production during 1919
and 1920 rose steadily to 79 per cent of the
pro-war figure at the end of 1920, the
average indices for 1919 and 1920 being 66
per cent and 74 per cent respectively of the
1913 figure.

The following figures of the basic commod-
ities production in the main countries and
graphs of French coal and steel productien
give an ipdication of the fairly rapid tempo
of recovery in Western Europe, despite the
existence of mass Communist Parties and
the strivimgs of the young Soviet Republic

under Lepnin and Trotsky to extend the
socialist revolution.
COAL AND LIGNITE.*
1913 1918 1919 1920
France 40,227 26,256 21,864 34,860
Germany 208,382 160,512 116,676 131,400
Belgium 22,842 18,840 22,393
STEEL.*

France 4,687 1,812 2,184 2,706
Germany 12,236 14,112 6,732 7,603
Belgium 2,467 12 336 1,253

* in thousands of metric tons.

It is important to note that after the
short slump of 1921, during which year the
economic recovery was further hampered by
the bitter class struggles, the economy o
Europe and the world rose stesdily (apart

from slight set-backs) right up until 1929. .

(see graph on page 322).

Theoretical understanding would postulate
that given the tremendous destruction o
capit»ﬁ goods in the course of the war, and
the dearth of consumer goods that resulted
from six years of depreciation, the inevitable
result will be a post-war boom. hen we
add to these economic factors the xioh_txca.l
rgls.tiomi whic{l ?sulsted_ 11n %e pa::cgslsa !?é
the proletaria y Socia emoc
Staligism, and the weakness of the Fourth
International, it is_clear that the economic
Tecovery will parallel. if not exceed that o
the past post-war period.

This theoretical postulate
olusively proved in that the level of indus-
trial production in France has risen from
33 per oent in August 1945 (see ‘‘Economist’’
August 8th 1946) to 80 per oent in March
%2430 l(;o.r‘ “‘;‘Zl%oi%ngmut’l’é“}dinroh Economsi::’)'

une see
June 28th 1948).

hn been con-

A comparison of the tem £ of
Industrial actlvity of the iev% °po§§?3}'.3”.r.
iods is now partially Eouible. The fo
ing graphs, showing
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he average mtmikvh%L

output of cval, and pig Iron_in the two wti ’
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war periods give an indication of
relative tempo of industrial recovery.

All statistics (unless otherwise mentione
are official League of Nations figures. D

1919 1920 —
JUL AUG. SEP OCT. NOU DEC:JAN. FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL.
rT 117 17T 17T 1T 11
[~ AVERAGE  MONTHLY ]
200 |= T8 17177 —_ _.,,4"_’123 =]
ol50 1
<
" -
>
2_100 -
: |1 L1
w Jon. gl G:g.’:#’xt nov. dec.tjan M’m’n‘up‘ﬂ
A O N U A L 1
e lRESd Q
- AVERAGE MONTRLY
PRODUCTION
155 A u
“ =]
° .
:3000 ~ _,-‘ -
“ PN e p—
S o
00— Y ‘_.-'*"5919-20 -
2000 —
‘|1500— . : -
U I A W I | L1 11
JULAUG. SEP OCT NON DEC.:JAN. FEB MAR APR. MAY JW. JUI.
1919 19 2 0

- Top: vFrench ﬁigiron produétion 1919-20.
. Below: French coal production 1919-20.



328

W. L N,

Nov.-Dec.,1946.

PROPOSED LINE OF AMENDMENT -'TO SECTION OF TEXT
DEALING WITH 'ENTRY OF -OUR EUROPEAN SECTIONS

INTO MASS REFORMIST OR CENTRIST PARTIES.
R (See Pages 306-7) ,

Conference rejects the conception
thiat she entry of our European ‘sec-
tions into mass reformist or centrist
parties is practically excluded for the
coming period.
conception of the entrist tactic as one
devised only for a period of general
retreat and defeats on the part of the
working class, and hence excluded ‘in
the present period. R

Entrism was first proposed by Trot-
sky in France in 1934 on the eve of
the revolutionary upsurge of the

- French working class which culminated
in the mass sit-down strikes of 1986;
it was proposed in Spain during the
period of the upswing of the Spanish
revolution.

This Congress ‘further rejects the

conception that because in a given
country, the mass of the working class
today follows the Stalinists, entry. into
~the Social Democratic Party is therehy
aptomatically excluded. It pointi out
ﬁat such precisely was the case in

ance in 1934 when entry was advo-
cated—the 8.F.I.0. then rallying be-
hind it only a minority of the French
working class.

.Entry is determined not by abstract
arithmetical calculations, but ‘a
concrete examination of the real re-
lationships of forces, not only between

It rejects, also, the:

Stalinism ‘and Social Democracy; but
between our own section and the whole
working class movement, and Social
Democracy. in particular.

In general the conditions for entry
into Social Democratic Parties are as
follows: .

1. That the country has entered, or is
just entering a period of pre-
revolutionary political crisis;

. That a process of differentiation has
begun in the mass So¢ial Democratic
Party and is regulting in the
creation. of a mass centrist current,
especially among the youth;

. That the revolutionary party is com-
pletely isolated from the real ele-
ments of working class political life
.and is-incapable of growing and
of influencing events except through
the mass reformist organisation,

. While it cannot be said with cer-
tainty that the conditions for total
entry will prevail on the European
Continent in the coming period, the
situation there is nevertheless of such
a character that they cannot be ex-
cluded, if only in individual countries.
ence, a false a priori rejection of the
possibility of entry may lead to the
missing of valuable opportunities by
one or moré of our Xuorpean sections.

i
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