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Fascist
appeal to

housewives

FASCIST GROUTPS have always foand
exget llsiomirs amongst wortied women
lemasewiven—-and the Xetional Front is no
excepiion I1's not that women nre
miemally b tal, or recialisi—bud buing
wiuck @i home they bear the brant of the
wowrhes whout riskng prices, housing prob-
lmmi, € Kids’ education—aml they re slonz,
sivcan’ it ghare the problems W orkers hwe
eperisney of Tightng toge ther bui dke
hemsewile doesn’t= a0 she s casier game
for the slick argaments of e Mational
FrooL

I e faan elecition the Mathonal Froat
sl am oflimry howsewife in thelr dection
programme. She oopressed the fears and
peobienis of millicns in ler pesilion

Hope

“With rockefing prices. | can hardly
ke ends meel, Wiat's worsd oeither
Erermment seems able to do any thing
a1 il—it'll go on, end our Families will
mifTern 115 only since [ joined the Mational
Framt that I've had hops for the futare-
hope for o really STROMG lembership
"l put Writsin back oo Ber fopt sgEin
A -rq-iﬂ ﬁ.:’l pui HH.:HI fiest.

nm s & member of
lntﬂni‘unnll Eoclabiss, lwving in Mewham,
3 depremad ares of East London where
the Muthond Frond oo o condidage in
thep lant by-election, and beal Ow Tores
imio Jod place. Pauline talked o Women's
Voice shout their eleetion compoign.

“They reafly ssmed themsebves i
wikien in cur abes You ae we've goia
hig prohlem with schools bere—over
crowding tescher shartzge, tesmible
i ifdings, am] duey quhlﬂ]r lawched om io
thad

“They said the prohlems were afl
causad by fhe Mack Kids amd il we get
il of tham, oar kids will get 2 decent
cingation Well s0 many woun e toand
eretare réally womied ahout their kid’s
calmcation, that kind of arpoment appeals
1o them—it's an easy answer, ot | was
imvobved in 8 campaign of mothers and
feaclvers 40 gel more money for teachers,
and a betrer education for off the kids in
Mpwham This was warking ngainst what
they were mying and they really had i
In for me end my Iushand becsuse we
were socialists and fighting agalnst teow
They sank 30 Iow 2 (o pay a kid @0 wuabch
i homise, They murmed up at all the
mertimes we went toy, and @on (0)d my
tmshand obscene siomies aboat me”

Drudgery

But sithaugh the Malional Front an:
eciyger Toomae wonsen & virting foddes by
playing on their Beaes, they don’t explain
in quite fo much detxil what rode wamen
will play in thedr new smeny Brilaln

“We will put an end i aftempis to
underminethe family and mocality,” they
smy, Baslenlly they helisve thal a wosnan's
phae is iy wt home, in loving doodgery
for their lusbands They want all abordicn
i repealed, and dhey an againse all
tyorres owards equality of the sixea, hoth
at work and in seciery genecally, 110 a0i
onby the Wacks (o think sre inferior,
they thimk we are too! ot they shoat
bt s i thee hiseks; hecaas i gets
them moee popalarily —g@le often from
v en!

Where fhe Mations]l Front i sppealing
b WARTLEN VoS in yoar sres, make e
thair wieEe on women are squally Trmdly

NEVER!

£15.000 is being spent by the Labour
Party on an advertising campaign to win
weomen's votes for Oetober’s clection.

They re spending this monéy to convince

us that Labour’s done great things for

women! Don't waste time trying to work
ot what they've done, beeause by the end

of the vear T'm sure we'll be saving that
the enly thing Labouwr did for women in

1974 was to dream up an expensive vole

catching campaign! Its certaindy let us
down on the one most important single
issne--Equal Pay for women by 1975,
Publicity
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it powers-to compel emplovers o implement
the Equal Py Acc Instead the povernment are
tocembark oo o pebliciy compaign telling
crployers about their obligations uvnder the Act

They wlso plan to sel up o Indostrial Arbitration
Board toowhich vou can refer apreements that
dircriminzte between men and womaen workers,
RIG DEAL! That should really hove Arnold
Weinstock, head of the multi-million pound GEC
combing shaking Inhis boots He's the man who
sxid, T all in fivour of Eogual Pay, so long as
the men's pay is browght down to the level of
the woman's."

A puhlicity campiign is not going 10 change
hiz mind, and the Labour povernment knows it
The ruth iz that the goveroment has affes Hvely
washed ite hands of the Equal Pay Act, and i=
allowing employers to continoe thair discrlming-
tion unchecked, The povernmend's decision
means thete will Be no sich thing as Equal Pay
in 1975 .. but they won't be telling us that in
their advertsing campaipgn for women’s voles

Hollow

It all makes Barbara Castle's stutements aboui
Equal Pay sound pretoy hollow, "My Act’, she
said in 1971, ‘represents the besl possible fermula
Fior: Baginal Pay irgewhere in the Weddd, Tt combines
srami tory procection with the opportenity for
strong coilective bargaining’

If what we have now' i the best in the world—
{hen God help lh-: rest of the wo ||rI
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UAL PAY

THIS YEAR
NEXT YEAR
SOME TIME

could tochelp women get p decent living wage
eithier, Onig onion, the UPY openly discriminates
againgt women. 1 has a recmiting BAN on full-
Lirme fermale lubour, Al the other end of the
soale, cven unions who tack oqual pay claims
onto wage demnands, ke the AUEW ke Hide
al IP.|r||1| 1o wirt therm,

Hopeful

Howener the most encouraging event on the
egqual pay front this vear has in facl come from
the unions—che battle by S0GAT, the print
weert bers wridoan, Lo abalish e lowest arade, Class
4. points the way tor women workers to obiain
mganinglol equal pay, Abolithon of low pald
riches avoids oll the pitfalls of job evaluation and
the strings thar emplovers sttack toequal pay,
Abolition of low grades ensures that @il wases ase
Iwing wages. In Fact the sirike that stacted the
whole Bgual Pay battic in 1968 was over the
zwine issie, Women sewing machinises at Dagerr
ham stouck—naot just tor higher pay—bot algo in
prodest against low prading,

And nowy, by the sutwnn of 1975 the batle
hots up again. Already we've seen wamen In
sirios pork: of the courtry taking up the fisht—
over threshold payments at Wingrove Rogers in
Memevside and Tor Equal Pay at GEC in Hevwarood,
are tora recent expmplos. Women workers every-
where must fizhi for Equal Py now, if we are 4o
gel it at ull,

FULL EQUAL PAY NOW WITH MO STRINGS!
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THIN SUGAR
ON LABOUR
PILL by Barbara Kerr

I'VE JUST come in from senrching the shops in the fown centre for
aigar! P'm footsore and weary, have no sugar and have witnessed
severnl ongry scenes, including {woe women Tighting over a small
packet of expensive Sacron low calory sweetener: The whole thing
iz ferribbe - women have enoogh to do eithout combing the shops
for sngar—but it's worse when we know the shortage is artificial,
creafed by Tate & Lyle holding back supplies.

Hoarding

The result? Panic buying, hoarding, inevitable price increases. And
what's the [abour Government done? Nothing, there's nothing it
can do—butii's pot even lonest enough to exposs the sugar com-
panies becanse that means it must admii that It can’t do anything
to put an end 1o an artificial shortage. We've also had the sour ex-
perienca of & hundred thousand people done out of hard earned
holidays—this time the Labour Government could have stepped in
but dide’t, It's not the fich who go on cheap package holidays, it"s
witking people who really nesd holidays.

[literate

Inflation’s getiing worse, housing shorfages more stute—and us
for doing something positive for schools and hospltalz (two things
which really affect all cur lives) what have we seen? Teachers and
nurses have told us loud and clesr—"Raise the wages or people won't
do the jobs and schools and hospitals™] prind to & halt'—the goverm-
ment's reply, not so loud and dear, butl definite—"No®, Already
voungsters are leaving school who can't read or write—there’ll be
more and more of them as things gt worse. And if that"s not
engugh, the Lsbour Government has ducked out of giving us Edual
Pay and nursery education—haoth very important for women's lives.
5o It"s reasonable to aski—

Why should I
vote Labour ?

Well, ' going to. We musin't forgel that some steps have heen
e —we ve seen food subsidies (nyy weekly milk bill is smusifer than
this time last yeat), rents and the Industrial Relations Act
shelved, Certainly these onlv happened because the working class
people demanded i1--we can put pressure on g Labour Gosvernment
becauze they claim to represent us and so have 1o dosome of the
things they'se promisad, They're there partly on trade unicn
mioney 0 the unions have seme power over (hem.

The Torles represent our bosses and all the rich in Britain.
We mual put our vote ggainst them toshow we see ihrough their
lizs, We know 1 *Falr, firm Britain' means wage (reeze for us and
eontinuing wealth for the feh, They try to solve the increasing
eromomic crss by cutting our stundards of living—makiog us ponrer
and attacking the strength of the trade unions so we can’t fighe back.
Al least uinder Labour we'll be able 1o fight back. They can’t openly
smash the uniong that give them 50 much support.

Socialist Party

It i a gloomy picture—not much hope with any parliamentary
party, I's becoming clearer and cleaser that while we sit back and
let ‘Teaders’ sort things out, our lives will get worse. Votlng Labour
is only one gmall act. We must go-on to Aght at wark and in o
neighbourhoods to protect our living stundards. The Tnterrational
Socialist Group & building o regf socialist party that involves all its
members in the siropgle for a better socicty thal removes Mr Tate
and Mr Lade and all like them. All our ntembers will be vating
Labour, bud wa'Tl alsn be building our oem party—a party of work-
ing people who will take oveér suciety and run ic faicly, without
artificinl shortapes—and without imassive profits for the rich.

-
ta a
bt T

WE ARE members of the Hackney

Parent Teacher Action Groap which has
et Aalitlag For better poy for teachers
aml better comdiGons o schools, We've
b demonsomtions, pelitions, mesthigs,
you name il, and bave realhy built the
movement up in our ared. We gave full sup-
pocd 10 the teachers strikes o coaple of
manihs ago—iis really inpordant for the
pEremis and seachers o fghl (ogeliern.

Cockney

We've discoversd thal Bog Preatice
eanldn™ vare lags nbaur the kads of the
working clags, bul Loler they want them
far their fuctories. Do yoa koow, the
Anchericles renllv hate it =hen we
Foocedhle’ Utrle working =lass penple come
mtarching along, shoutitg nonr “harribles!
lizshe Cnckney necents, bt 1'm afzadd
they're going to bave 1o start fistening.
W wed v the Degatigieal of Educainn

and Srcience ta see Reg Prentices—he
woaldic’t ace w1 think he wos dead

I would like to know more about
the Intermational Socialists

Address

Please post to: Womens Voice,

atankd of us, We wend bo 10 Downing
Bireet, and marzhed 1o Dhivisdonal OIR6E,
wnid e kids bad clssle Herde banners and
said chey wanted schocding. Aol the mai
g5t bzlind hika aldey desk, and he
cauldn't bave given twa hoo L§ aboul ua,

Patronising

When we wenl fowe the Chairenan
of 1LEA, do yon know whar he said o
g, sdoll wenssn? "Don’l sy, 1'm et
angry with vou', just like we were of
acheal cldldeen, He wal 20 palsanizing.
What i1 mere onnaying rhan zrything is
the way they tiead vou, asdf you'te a
bit silly, ‘mow you've pot do ga home, and
he goo<d little gids, and wash vouw
Iriltivs aut . . . " vou Koow? This is
hoow B comes lome Lo e, We've got
i really Aght these people,

L

Wheen s wenl raand with aur
pedition it was really surprising. conaider-
Ireg vhels 4x mappased 10 he o free country,
o ey peapie weie peatly frightened
to pul thele name on i, e wonmn we
spake to was very distorbed ohour what
had happeoed in ber achoed, ar wes
terrified of the headmestress pelting (0
know ghe was protesting, &nd i made us
thick, il she was alraid of the feackiers
and headmistress, whuat ntust B e Lke
Foog biap chdld? Even from sehool you're
Laigh? b ke frivbiensd ol auchesicy, s
its mzsier far peaple to thumb ¥ou dowen
whien Yo per o 4 SFowWi U STuge.

Press

The press hadn't tisne: Los us ceally, They
miid that the workirgolass isn's inberusted
bitheh ehildeen's sducachon, { Annizl
sail that working closs panents Boib have
1= o aaiir 10 waark te par faod on che
lable, and T'm here (hecadss [ wetk 1o
ke evenice 48 an alfies cleaner) ta e
pigsenl the peeents of Heskney and we oo
CILTE

17 szemied the press were amly in-
terosted if we weme samipe 1o fun he
reaciers down, The "Sun’ nsked me {Liodal
weren't e upeet dbout the reachers gaing
on strika® T said we were io full suppart
of the Ledchers becaase we replised that
they huod o sioke. The next Uung they
seciesd interested in was this recizl
thing, und was ther vicknee in the
schanl? We sgid, no, there was na racikl
teoubbs, snd no wielenee |, . and me
heard nathing mere from the Sun’ . .,

Penalised

Il ¥ou're & worman ¥ou e peitalised,
If vwau're a mother 1t ton times worse:
Where 1 work [Lindn), when the renchers
were an sbrike, there was a wodkan bt
lears becavse she couldn’t pay her

wB

Heckngy Parents Acrica demonstrate  Liraa Paffar fabave right) Annie Spike flalowr rightl

ackney
Parents Action

by Linda Peffer and Annie Spike

el S was cursing chie teachers insbead
of mying, "Why can't | pay my rentin
hix day oo apet 1isthie "thiom and os'
11 sl goes oo berweer teachers and
sareiita, Aand those teschers whe think
they are-better than Ri—they are keing
conned ps well. 15 5ke the back ond
-.-!|'5|_¢. wo Fiphie each orher mstead of the
government. Disturl o load ¢l ante and
watsh how they po oo its [Fke us, evers-
ane i o mad panic BCanly weeonk
ato and coniral pursslves we cauld ave-
thraw the Zovesament and cverything.

Example

[T aipens wour eypes fo Things, peLiing
apy peliciord and dodig Ui together,
MEany like me TLandal starisd gering
imvolved in the campnign, anid ended ap
Erping dneolved w0 sovialism, Yoo go
on believing in Labaar till youga to them
ror goanctling, 1ndver thoaght of any
eavernment us 2 knight in shining armeaar,
bad | cid bzliewe Labvesti cared a bit-foc
(IEH

e 'hi.':pe when peaple read 1his
Weomens Voice, ey dan't just put it
down amd Forget it hecouss whor we'e
dodmg 38 & Jed of hapd work and we bave
hiad pocd respoose. We hape they get ap
and sturt Forming ncfion growps Bt just
Far-sdacarion, To0 evernyihing.

Drastic

Dran't et peopde el you we won't achieve
neything. We will il we bave a sLoomg
fight. We have 1o do somerhing drastic,nos
b guisl anymane Decaiisg W' B
wery gond girls. Yon've goi 1o beabls to
stand up, apd if vou den’t knaw tha
proper words, ar speak with a Cockoey
accent, it dossn't rendly macrer ps long as
vl &t up cthers ard wl poaple togeiber,



WHY DOES YOUR
HUSBAND IGNORE
YOU? Jenny Hawke

WHEKX HE disappears behind the paper affer work, i I juse
tred and thinking, 1 wish she'd suat up and get my dinper,’
or hag 1t gves struck you he might be gaing deaf?

I'd mever thoaght it peasible o) | resd *Hamards ad Work' by
Put Kinnershy. [t peslly opensd my eves to the dongers peaple
faceat wark—without renlising we are in danger,

Noise

Maise §s a good example. 1t not odnly makes yoo |rrieabie
and more linhle to hove sechdends, it con slio make you go
deal, und desfress comes grodually. Pat Kinnerdy explains:

"He hay trotble sodesstanding whai his wife is mying,
especially if he's resding the paper, and his wife |8 taliirg
wiile sie's noits in the kitchen, The wile accuses the
hurstared of Ingriention, which be denles, while he camplalng
she mamhles Aciuolly he eventuslly becoimes ingttentve
when he realises how fastracing and fesiging it Is to sisain
to bear, when he tries to sttend mestings, or vigli feiends amd
finds be cannot hear whel is poing on, snd s Laepgled =t for
gving an anpaes unmlated o the et under discassion. He
soom, bui very reluctamtly, mealises that something b wrong
with hiim. He stops going cut Litde by Hifle his whole Family
lifecanny be upndermined.” Pg 5 1-£2 Sopad faniliar?

Well, there are lots of factories operating with noise levels
above the spfe BOAEA lavel S0 yom oo your busband could
well be on e way to deafivess The iidion should measee the
modse level, and make e effective sction §s taken—wherher it
be protective ar-muffs, redoced time working on s nodey Jobs,
or getting the machine fixed so they man moe quiedy. This
an be dome! Eves (hough management may areue i’y oo
expeitaivg. ¥ our hearing s worth more-and vou've got to
make thot cless 10 (heit

A febend of mine repd the parts that apply o her huskand's
Job, porticulardy the effect of vikrzdon, Mk Has Téen
cperRiing a vibmater thet shakes dewn conceete in moelds
gt the bubbley ot After 2 +howr Saturday merming shife,
he had come hame {30 miles) st shaking. She then men-
omed another case sle knew of. Her brothein-loet Left Daw
Chemizaly after fhnee years becsoss e was tuening vellow, His
mates dide't legve bivasse des compamy had encoumged them
lu lake morteages, and they couldan't match vhe wapes
elsendivre. Then there ®us 2 finn who worksd [oir veass e
Tirne pie, and was loid up a2 the age of 43 with his lopgs full ol
dust, He'll never work again.,

Impotence

Twwinen in their Sds wem glven the job of spreading
ferdiliser thar was known (e csne impotence. Cne regaloed
b nbillty cohave sex aleer <ix weeks The othier felt loe was
past it farever, and stareed somoaing his wite of unfoithfulness
In the end they beth spend i o208l months ina mental
hospitnl

T'rn aspe ¥ou con ok of mare coses. A pletiste begins to
bafld ug. I every cose the deks could have beea reducsd, or
even diminated Fur that ciie into profits, snd employers
always chooes profits

Pollution

If vam 1ve mear 2 Factory, voo mad vodr fnmily migy b
expused to dangerows fumes or dust Them I5 &n snquisy gaing
an in Bimmningham now into the high lead cuntent in the mir,
1t &fteets childnen fnomes than adults Some children have been
showing ‘antissccinl” behavbou s Hie killing peo, ete, which
dioctors think may be linked to fhe bigh lead levela

We'we got to fight o eliminsts these hazands from the
raotoriez and the neighbeurhoeds Get the-heok, [ costa B,
barl il's warth it. Tt gives details of all possible hazards, plus o
list af the indesiries that use toric-sihstunces, symptams and
[ndalificst

HAZARDS AT WORK: How (o Fight Them, by Pat
Kiniweraly, is available fromn Flaga Press, Uit 10, Ssencer

Coart, T Chaleot Bazd, Tonden WW1L, 8LH, (90p + Tn pazfapsa).

of Mum’

never
myse

Gillian Auciano
Ilford

A LOT haz been written pbout rhe joka
thal wosren o fopced te clioase in this
siciety ag & sl of conditioning and
leck of sppoctunity, But one of the mast
imnpartant podn s that’s ofren missed i
gl wosien nprmally have (o chomes 2 job
nwEar hame~with Bowrs ro fit nwith the
childrn's needs. So thene’s Hitke chance
vl cameer prospesds orus? Thay prioeities
ufially lie at haome, oy jals i secondary.

We're timpht Lo he oointerested in polizical
Of Wniod mactters, auwr minds pee filled

weith the never ending peobilenis of ninming
& homs, acd tioe i nloes looking ovap
plir shouldara Fven fo po fo a union, or
any kind of mee ing, wo've mat to think
ahout g meal the day hefore, o spend
&%t moeney in preparing a quick mical—
EVER Mare PISYaies on oir Line, eoeTRY
abnd momney.

Depressing

Many wamen live in inadequate,
depreasing conditions T wark at § whiool
and am wwoi podd a goad wage, but it's
hetter paid then many aiber women, for
example the assislants and the kitchen
Ataff that alse work ot schinel. The work &
harl, but mars 'inTma.’IJn,g {han an
mssernbly or packing lime, gnd mioee. otk
tilling than most offles jabe Yed we sl
bave o work o8 tra houms and giee of -

o rselves at the end arf aday's wark, But
the knowledpe that there am semo woms
off then yourself does not make an
inalividual®s tnreden Sosx Tt should glee ug
the determimation 1o fight eves s ta
change sroiery fhal Tooces these hurdena

Satisfied

Thege gre some who arpue thae they
manage %l and nre happy mnning &
b There |8 & certain satisfaction in
many aspacts af hoosewlfeny, To manape
1o cook & mowrishing mea far the femily
for S0p, you fel yoa've sruck g blow
igainid inflation, of should it be ageinst
fhe hage profitE of (he large grocens stosed?

Thete is = grend satisfaciion seeing vaur
Cluildren reach maiurity, Bt have they
ever questioned dudr mother's role, and
b lotars of wark faken np caring lor
Uspan! For when then is no Gme, snergy
or manegy kel for o wonmm 1o enjoy il
oF io derelop herself outalde het honke
and the nurraw boundees of Bosswnrk,
o7 'when she loaes ber identity and is "My
ar ‘Mum’ and oever erself—-it Is tnis 1o
quesstlon ke wamnn™s rele and e socety
that created it and Impesad it on half che
populotinn.

Pep pills

‘Women are beliyg eploited. nnel id
your arEn't avware of rhis i ks fme o
aiked vourself a few questions Axk why
the miajarlly of tronquillissra, peppllls,
deeping tnblefs and anii-depresancs pre
teken hy woiner why the majorliy of the
engmitally il are woman This society makes
a hiige prafit on the drugs that enable
Facl woroen o e dondery, overwork
amd the lack of appactunity ta develap.

The mén do nor guestion teese Gt the
avmmen will have Lo

Sorry Mum
blacks are
not invited

Martha Osamor
Hornsey London

EVERYHOINY WL LD agres that growing
up and going do schoal is one af the liggest
owrcleala i Life, hecauss of what is w2 peesc pe]
aof vou, and dhe parents usually shore the
burden. I becnmes o hit too moch when
nerents are also facing prublems with

s, housing, prcei—yoo name it And
black pirenis have to also be prepared. ro
answer such questinns as, can Macks do
srch and snch a pob™ Why do Backs always
lose baililes in films and on tele? Why g4 i
that onky becke starve in Qs wordd? Thess
samie black paremix have daring the day,
UME way o another, come deroes diserimi-
nation at work or in housing—ihen have to
Tace their kids™ prohilems in the evirtng,

Tele

I havr three children o achool and they
comme fome with differeit stodes that spe]
ihe mme thing—discrimination, This | am
suehd Jg whad ol the other black kids go
thraagh in achoods all gver Britain, My
three mch have their own way of
approaching thia degradimg sitsarion, The
gl whio is Oive, just feela soeed for tose
children who eali ber mames, for they
awow, a4 she puls it, that they only do
what adhers, or thedr pareats do. I mzan
shie mid, “This boy called me “'Wog"™ so |
ignored him ns 1 don®t want any lighis—he
Erdlovwed e found the playgroand calling
i mmen. When I orgraleed & game with
some ather frieds llis same boy waniod
i jodm s, I said that he muar figar fell me
why he called mé amsa, He said thot his
friende dowm the strest call hlncks nams,
any way it was on fhe fele oo, On anasther
occagon, one ol the boys came home with
a y¥ellow siip imviting parenis 1o Beer and
Barhaque Eligco. He put the siip in my
land. and mid, "These whiles think that
everything is anly for them.” When [
waniEd i know more he explamed tuat
he had hed & long srgument with a bigger
hay whio sw him with he slip in his hasd
and ud,'.lnnmsw dng with thar?
Blacks oren't Inwited, ooy ram g’

We're only two

When we first moved from Totéenham
o Hornsey my kide lad to chamge el
My hig boy came home snd ssid, “Mum, |
don't think I'm going fo like my now
whool, They even call me nemas’, [ sid (o
him that it must be beeauas e is new and
eyl stop when they ged to know lim
“You don't undetstand Mum, this school i
swarting with them <we aee only ban in
my class,” Meaning swatming with white
Eids, and anly two black Eids in his clas,
A werk laler gt was his hirthdsy. He mme
lerme weith thice bove, | wasn'texpecting
them, we'd just moved and 1 eonldn'i
affurcd any party, Meverthelems, ne had 3
Litibe dep pariy, Two weeks [rer ha carme
sroening in alier schood mylag lowdly,
“Alter all 've done For hem, they still eall
me names,” He wenl on o sy, '1%m saeey
Mum, | never warned yoo | was bringing
e Fime: Foor tea—1 thoiglo dha i §
browght rhem ome, they'd he my friends
‘This friendship anly lagted for a week,
nuw they've staried all over ngain,”

The waorar past iz when a child i3 con-
vineed fat 4 teacher dees nat ke him or
i because they e Hack, Ay in most
cases, teachers tefage Lo undersmnd whai
thetmer children mre goling iheough, the
resule cam b fhat (he child is wrongy
chagsified as Edwcalonally sub-normal by
the v=acher, [f id lard b0 eell when (e
predainces off disriminetion ate having an
eifect on the child, Some can cope on
thezle own, others need lods of bep and
undersianding feom siults (aha are al-
redady hard-pressed as it is by the wiobs
sel-upk A& Few withdraw witiin themselves
and never ialk aboul 1d, not even 1o e
pareils, This is the heginning of real prob-
lemmz, nnd these chil deen will need tread-
mentin the end,

Fear

At the back of every Wack parent's
mind, thewe s always dhe fear chat Mese
mighi nut be o good fomee for dheir kids,
Al the anme fime: (ues kids, ns they s
eting older, Keep saying they will never
dothe kind of jobs that chedr pacents do
now, Like my son whe refused to kisea
white fricnd of ours, and sid fn ne e,
Te's aleighi for them b discrlminate, hut

ek srm 1ATITLSNF



SCOTTISH

REFUGE FOR
BATTERED WIVES

"DIANE IS now 28, She went ouf with Ber husband for 15 monihs snd
they were happily éngaged for @ year, Shortly nfter their marmisgs be be-
came very possessive with her and tried 10 beek up all her ol Sonships
with atter peaple including her own family, He also hegan to drink whes-
ey he had the money e do so, and to beat her whenever be wa ibrunk.
The sitmation became intolerzbde and e kot him (o go and live with ber
father, Afier three months, a reconcilintion took place, but shortly afier
the birth of their third child (now three) b2 assanlied ber o badly that she
had to go to hospital and he was given a thirly-day prison sentence. |1 was
around s fme that she made a swicide aftempt, which temporanily
brought ber Busband o his senses and alloviated ibe situstion. Their fousth
child {oow two and the orly one unplanned) armived and things became as
bad as ever, In despecation Diane maved o her sister's in Edinbungh wisers
the Social Work Department drew her attentjon 10 the EWA howse, She
mwved there immediately with the two younper-children, leaving the older
anes with ber dater w0 thai they could continee to attend whool repslary,

=

| HEAR Jou'Re Priwweans To Botecdfe ME RR AKav

She zaw them almost daily and ey came (o the howse 84 weskends. She
applidd Lo the Housng Department for a Corparation Hease and afler
four moomviths waa allothed omo pear the EWA Howse. [0 was 2 long wait and
with the overcrowding and lack of fizel and coaking facilities (the lutcer
problemy ere sow overcome) she wes ofien lempeed to refurn home, She 1k
abont by gt devodced snd B prepaned o ket her usband we e childpen
She i norw weii-matalled 0 her new house and an sctive member of the
tenants snocizlion. Equally important {from our point ofview) she
regularly vigars the Women's Add Howse and tries to efler combort and assis-
tance Lo pewcamers. She rellects sadly that the only happy daye of her
ﬂ'hl-Tl'l'iEE were the arven waescs When lwey Ruehad was Uﬂ.'.'-:lrl]:lll:-}'li"lf nril
[oced 10 stay ot kome dae o fack of resources to buy drink, Tt wauld he
foalish o pretend that her prablems are solved. She s 4 very conschen oas
e rying Lo bring up [var children on her own with £19 per week and
all the frustracions and loneliness that thin invodves, but at lerst she has bees
Even i chanice to make aome Kind of a mew starl.”

Self Help

This s one o study from & reporl by ‘Edinburgh Women's Aid”, Thas
promp waz set ap by members of Edinburgh women's liberation, and sac-
cesded in gatting twa howses bo real from the corporztion, and an imitial
grant of £50d from the Social Work Department, The houses are opén Lo
any women who are Ii“ﬂl'ﬁr“! 0 CECap Wiglendce, but have nowhane to BO.
Tive: leouses are organised on a sell-help basis, z0 thae they are run anly by
the women lving in them ar the tine, Some of the woemen ooly slay o
cauple of nights—oibers for meny manths until they can be re-houssd with
their Kids, Edinburgh Women's Aid wanis ta see small self-help units in all
areas, and I8 keen 1o offer adviee w0 any women willing to start putiing pres
qure on their local suthooties. Already they bave msde links ik proupe i
Lalasgoow, Dundes ond Aberdeen, and kopes that the ides will spread through

England oo,
Men

It is pmparfant thal bal tered women have somewhers safe 0 go b bl
In maost towns and atles chere's o sech provigdon, and if vou po o the
police they'll grobably tell ¥au 10 o kome—they won't deal with 'domes
i prohlems’, U ibey do agnes @ prosecute your hushand, they can®r offor
oy anywhore 10 go o ged awey from imy 50 neost wonrtsn Kiwp thoir
mouths shut, saffer the beatings, and sccest that it sl part ol our ‘i
Hsted” male-dominated socisly.

Unnatural

Hat the cruth fs--men amen't natugally wsomen beaters Men can he os
kind, genthe and loving as wamen, What kind of society b thils, thar tucas
people to vialencet What kind of Jabs, and bousing cemlitions, and hurdens
diatort buman beiogs and lead them tohorm the peopls they love?

Hatlered wives must be protecied, bt Woigon's Add centres will enly
hecemes more drowded in Chis #iclont socdely . Rememhber mast batrered
wives and thoit husbands weére once happy young cowples before rhe ked-
ship= and frustrations of macred Uie in slums—arempioyment—had work
conditions sto poek thedr toll. Remember Dinna T 'She wenl okr with her
huskand for 135 monthz end ey wen: happdly engzged for s pear )

Atvara wanling 10 combrsl Soattish Women™s akd should =rite oy
phane Women™s Yaice Farinformmeion,

wome
at war

CAN YOU imagine how it feels to
look out the window and see six men
with loaded rifles moving slowly and
deliberately up both sides-of your
street, whirling to aim their guns

at each sudden noise or gquick move-
ment—including your children at play,
and your neighbours clipping the
hedge? How would you feel when yon
saw the children, who gathered to
stare at these men,lined up in their
rifle sights as a result? What if you
noticed these men were quite nervous,
and that some behaved aggressively
towards the people on your street—
shouting abuse at them, threatening
them with their guns? How safe would
you feel if this parade of riflemen
took place regularly, not only in day-
light, but in the uncertain dimness

at twilight and on pitch-black nights
as well?

Al the very lened, vou'd prolubly
think this wis an unsalfie siteation for
a rezidential aren, and vout fiest nme-
bon might be 1o cing the auharities
fo lave these men faken from (e
sirecis a1 onde: But if vouw bve in my
Lown—where thia scene takes place
daity —rou woulde'l be abls to ring
mngone L have thess nisn peipeved,
Becauss rhis [s Nortliern [rsland
and the rilemen in this saruatien ars
“The Securnity Foroee’; asdd they ART
the autboritbs,

Bt lbord i yoi sxplein this 1o a
clild whe hiss fust-seen fids Ove monthe
ald puppy, who tao out to birk 2t
thess strangs men, expladed into u
blaody palp by p soldéi whe put s
rille ta the ‘dep’s glomack, palbsd
the trigger arul Tauged” How da v¥oi
el this child's sdder brorheee and
sigbers (just gerring {0 (e ame whers
they feod protective and responzbie
tosards Ulosic omliesh chat they
avust 't hate the soldlees who did this?
But then, how de oo convinee vous-
sl that you are dping the rieki
thing by velting vourselland the
chlldicn nal be ange? Cail yai only
pui this incident ida perspective by
remecnibering the imnoacent gean s
wha were shot by e army® Then
the dead pul seerns s rrivial,

Slumped

1 think af 2 man who lived dawn iy
Etroed, Chio nigrhe; wfrer stopping his
carat an army checkpaint, he was
tohd to po oo, and drove towsa s s
hame.

Faz reasoms beat known fo the
Britlsh Army, soldiers fired inta the
bowet of hds car, hitting klm In the
huse af the splie. e dompsd ower
e whizel. His thiree passengers thouski

he hepd had a
saw all the ki
hedes in the ¢
rartheatlar
wiorked anin
civillain, andl
vk when hi
think af a iic
Iuzst Bt at s
hugband tnke
EIvEn LN LD
literally kicke
and mken #ws
naticn. Later
he underwent
palite term fo
far ren daye. -
(Bl withiouad
for Telease) fo
1 evald £ill W
nocounts of &
which lappei
ke i egsier
wonen's lives
the war hers,
st be pulls
might dismiss
Propagands’
[ dlom™t wis
ordinEry pers
who happens
the reparts af
I inE Beklisl
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I dem™r feel th
Pazpwrpen Calis
& vear hetwess
the Prrviaion:
1ies inwalwe 1
cAmakties, v 1
Hritisk Army”
life 3 Feuacean
wlho say that
worialad result o
remember i




P‘_H'._ Wik,
very difterent from
w. From living heee,
fiea in “trowtle
Protesiant’, bui
Bertigh Army and
. While the astivl
i civilimm
mradialiningly e
sener which makes
md domperous. Those
Hsh withdraacad
T T TTE
nce hins increazed

dmmatically smee the troaps’ arrlval
Ko possble "Dloodbath’ coalkd be
much wosse than what we've ex-
perienoed witk ihe Rritsh Army
poESE e

Old story

I realise;, whenever | think of
“the troubles’ of tho past six yesrs
here, that thore has efways bepn
irouabde in Dy, Nod thal Deery was
n ‘rough’ city. It was poor amd itx
namow Elresks wers cramamed with
wee vererowded hoases, bul unitd
the presenl “troabiles” began, it enjoyed
one of the lowest crime mied m these
ishansla

*The troables aren’t mew: there was
alwaya teouble here sinee | remembe,”
sy's one woman | know. She's sty
yexes old, and althosgh not very big
or tall, she impressss you &S 5 sy
persan. She's had o be—-smor the =
13 she's worksd in S shiny Exriories
That's hardly onmsasl, b ks
in Diurry, ir's shways heem the v
who've kept bread on e tuble. Shie
Twi:tiies wiere for year S oy
indostry, and hey woalds"T s -
tecause they coakd pay =i far -
5o women wers (End s mary =y
still wre) the force eromnd weh
Dierry was baili.

Father

Ehe'y pwwre that she's bers o

peowiend; she”s pwnre of § weie oenge of
cuphoitation; she b ropaos o by
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Ghettos

i | gy ey il oo e
g e S ey o3 [brery oy
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piice Force which from time ot
wismald go mad and invede Catholic
ghetio aress, beating people, smeshing
Wimsdirs i, wamekimes by
Deeri e wwn fhie fimt wneman |'d Svves
wing lidl & Lathey Styreed dosamyg ey
childbbood - anal she'y 3 grundmeosives
oW,

& Ty

Interned

Intermment, perhagm mose
anyihing else, enmures the oontinme-
tion o The war berwesn the Provisiosl
TR A amd the British Amsy. To speak
af it and how it a@fTects women's lves
wolald reguire an article m il The
heartbreak of someone ¥ou love being
amresied, taken for ‘depih Intertoga-
tinn” (reparts of whar they've onder-
Eone quickly pet citculatéd 1o ¥oul,
finnlly being held without charge, drial
of release date In whai can only be
destribd 23 o concEnimtion wamp.
Three times o fortnaght, & half-lhoar
vizit i alkowed.

Mo-ene knows when somednss Lhey
care thoud may be arrested and in
temned. The "Security Forces® aeed
meeely bedlsve yol are g teccarist’
{whntever thot means); no proof
pequilied, B of this, a herrible
uncertminty irvades all areas of your
ke if you happen 10 live ina
Catholé: xrea. “Fucurce' is o word with
nll mep ning rorn feomn It iy fntelonsenl
aesd msartiol law. Your Gacnidly, Rowr
job, your education and carece plaos
can 2 changed utterly amd Bterally
overnight by mternmenr,

Daddy?

Cin= of the mddear thknpe i to
he wislting a neather wlhass hoshand
1 lntecped, shen ber three venr old
usk s, "When will Daday b coandeg
biomie? Why did the seliders take him
aWay? Whe daes he have toociny in
eand? his mether konestly diin'l know
the desper ansoserd (o these gquestions,
Bt just Lried to explain thar, ‘Daddy
oover il anvehing fhn:s wase't delit, so
s they've pot G Jet Bim coane
haopne again.’ | wondered kew [ong
the child wonld accept rlils explans-
rian, dad haw long his mather coeld

Martha Sutto writes from

Derry of the bitter

struggle and suffering of
the women of Northern

Ireland

Bmwrimg Sart @ SETING ST A0Oraaching sololers

Il o in thess hopes-and bow ench
of them womld cope when this ex-
planation no konger warked,

Unemployment

Did 1 mention tar there are ather
pressing issass bere outside af Aomy
haccassnent?—probably noi, becaise
the military siluntion overshadaws
evirvihing elad, But workers are ei-
nhaited here, a8 everywhwre elae, Mow
lidletries representing the warid®s
higgest buginess interesls nre attrached
here not anby hecanas of generous
Eovermibenl subaidies and lax mededl,
bar alsn because af the docile repuita-
tion of wockers in this chiomieally de-
pressed ance Workers feel lucky to
wark an B-shift wesk for £30-at least
they dan’t complain lowdly encugh
Loy woerrry theeir heeses.

Werkers' contrel af indostry and
metaining the wealth of the: councy
fiar Iia people are risky thinge ta i
about, mack Lz da wnyihing ahoul,
I & society under martial Jaw, Men
wha hawe watien the first job any
mian o their Family has Teld [of a
mencpation aren't likely 1o mock the
banr- especially when chey fist feel
the prids ol being able o pravide
fer their wife and family. Many
wpmen, whin enjey fesling *prawded
e By Uigis thé, pethapa for 1he
[irst tirne in Thecry history, den’t want
o da anythiong gule as ‘onfeminime’
a5 organising 1heir shirs Betary.

{ithsr wocial concerns encounter
difficulries g wedl, Rersenable de-
onunls Do chilid-crs pentras aod re-
crentian facilitiea sdequsre for Derry's
e nurmber of children are dealt with
nt g snails pnce by burcancratic
awtharities, 'Tleie idngs take Liome,
ibemr, andl the troubles da slaw things
up %n,' caomes the parronising teply (o
cragpemated purenda’ pecsisieat e
yuiries.

Childcare

Peaple fTam the community haye
iried o esrablish parencs co-apeminee
childear ceaires, il taong o @ic-
vived bome. Like sa many aiher needs
im Iherey, these isswes will probahly
oy propress dowly ualil the sghooling
wir i% over, the troops have gone
hemes pndd the Interness boen eleased.,
The opoessity of daily dealiags with
ab immadiats EEEISssor Fapmmg FonT
Elnzls with a gun Jeaves Hille eoergy
1o deal with kess obvious forms of &%
b ta Lo

Letter from one
Humanbeing to another
by Eiblin - Derry August 74

You're just a lad,

slanding nervously on our slmeel comer
fingering the Ingeer of that gun

they izsued (o vou,

telling wouwwe are ferTorists

b be destroved like wermin,

Can’t Yol sse,

it’s not like that at all?

Why should we want to kill?

Vo who know the anguish

Dur past nought but a long, drab procession
of Funerals, marlyrs . . .

Could we ever wish this upon vour folk too?
Just leave us be —

Let cur destiny be ours to decide

Come what may.

Human Beings cannot live inside Barbed wire.
And what iz the use of merely axisting®
God knows we don't want to hate

anyvone, least of all, vou,

o back 1o vour Tolks, lad.

Surecly they must be wondering

Where vou've got Lo,

(i fas asked that her full
pame shopld mod be published,
as she s an gcrive Republican)



Milk
WOOPS, WOOFA. Bridingion in LANCSY
Even the siw govaramend N‘i--?li"llﬁl'll"\-'l“'n'ln
can't shift p Yorkshire seaxide fown 1o
Lancaihdee , .-

To be mione serious, oweves, | would
like ro gdd ta Edith Khan's arricle
ubout women in South AlSces woo are
conned into buying milk products by
wamen dressed up in mo ey onifomms A
doctor recendly told e the deeadiul srorv
that goes with this. Apparently bebias’
leading bollkes an boang lald on yoang
clrildren’s graves in South Alekca Tl
menxan for this is the high death mate thal
heies remaligd frem botide feeding: Inoam
ex lremidy Bol climate using powdsrad
mik presents diffecultivs I yoo make i1
up with bailing waier so it in steribsed you
have ihe choboe oF waltmg hosrs before 14
coaods, or scolding e baby s meosth, The
nlternative |s to use tepld water which is
ol gierile and g 4 EE0l] e 8 & very
high misk of disease

The gyt iswer i thel mathern
shomld be encournped to use e very fimne
nufeal milk food that cosis nothing
Anyone- with any peetensions ai all to
Belng an o pert fn medicine can see that
The only trowuble is that if molhees Sop
tuying powdersd mik, the millk com-
pamies don’t make ooy profits 5o the
trapedies contbmue, Frofiss are spparently
more importand than children’s Hives
Anng Pocruzko— Wipen

LETTERS

Pay for
house

work

I WAS interested in Mrs Pat Hughes"

etter companng work at bome Gavenrahly

wilh & d40-haur week in o factary, [F
wamen take nobe of s [ think they
Ul 1 Joss Hkely o [l inta the tropoof
ibvaldering a dovlse burdin of work out-
side the home and wark [mpaid] inside

the hame, and calling 1f 'Hieration”. But a
weman ahould have lee cwn iocoms, snd
nok oo dependen L upon ker buskand For
her livebhaod. Therefare T ndvocnie thal
warae shoukd demand (8) payment For
mutherhood (2 mecessame job); Ch) pay-
ment far the keep of esclh cluld ia
separate paymuent] and (¢) payment for
housework 1o tatally different job from
looiclng afrer childien), Huome-helps, em-
ploved by the laeal authority, shaald b
avallnbde for women who are mors suilable
Lr work outride the home, whether ey
uTE mntReTs or B,

Somm med G all the Gan 10 help
thieir wivesin the house, hecaose they are
deent chaps, Unloriunately ool all men
are decent chaps and thereis ne low o
eampel Tledm (o b AT fhe berroan of ke
seale there are brutil bushands and
battzred wivés, [n hetween Slare are Hrpgs
ausibors o mem whado a bl ol Bowss-
work gredgingly and hadly, ar won™t devit
at Nl hecauss e regard 16 28 Somed's
wiirk”,

1% ie essential far @ pevolu Hoary meve-
ment to have a strong women's ssctiom
which voiez waimen's special demands. 0OF
caurie wa shoald unile with men agninsd
the camman enemy, capitalism, and nod
descod to scabbomg like B Cowley wivis,
Fhat we also leve our pen fght, which
st et b pelinguished at any tme,
Kathieen Jores, Srevwriury

B Kerr
61 Tylney Croft
Harlow Essex

Womans
place

HAVING JUST mead Christine Ayiey s
letter in Wamen's Vaobce Mool 1, | w0
endiged | had to write and bring wp 8 few
of the points she made.

It e guite obvious tome thai this
winman has no inkling of am ides what Hie
in really ke for the majority of warking-
class gird and women, What che says
profubiy holds mes (o e privieged
Trw i do et s faf s beung able io
chcsime it cameer and who can afford fo
hﬂl?hl-ﬁuni'lhﬂﬂ

She suggeses that the main reason s many
ol =nd up in second-mie jobs wilh
scOikl-rate pay is laZiness amnd apathy -
what 2 slnmdar!

I saggesr most girls end wp warking in
laz taries eto becaaee 3 *good educadon’ e
smply nod available o deem: {if you go o
& private school or the Hie, that is quine
differemi; your parents can see you through
far ther education). Girls are nod en-
coaraged to do ‘scademic’ subjee B—yis,
by dre encouraged wodo yping and
shorthamd becawse thot is what girls
‘shoubd do®, The whole sduwcstbonsl ftrue-
fure |8 bagsd om ke kiovwledge that [or
sl pesple (hoys and girls) very few are
chosen tix be smuccessful carcenisde, For most
chiddren, godng (0 school i simply a poe-
paration for them becoming warkers in oor
snciety; It would not be profitable if all the
wirmem wha run the factaries ede decided
they nll wanied to become carser women
in commene af sonwething.

o don't tell me or any of the young
Erls 1 know wha have st lef't sclvool
{nowy working in various facinries in
Teesgide), that the resson they ame nol on
thelr way (o some spackling coreer is due
i Laziness.

1 waomld like fo know where you gl
your infarmation abont *few harriers
occupation-wise”. How many girls go
strmight into an apprenticeship? I'H el
vau . the only Omned | Keow are halnlresers
{mnd they are becoming less as the pay is
80 louay b, What monsense 1o asy chat
trainimg foeilitbes are thery i only aw ugsed
& litdle hir of Sintellipence’.

Thee plain truth is this, Ms Ayley, Tor
the majority of us, these things are just not
there fo be al:l'.. Ciess ans soume of the
things we are fighting toe achieve, s don®t
paarnmiminghy il ws to ‘g.‘.'r aft cur hack-
gides and do something”. We can and =il
smnsh s Tosien avarem el exploils all
winrking paople, we'll smash it at the core
onal them (hrough sociallsm we wefll
nchiene the duings (incleding the teas
peoinids [ have mentioned) that enahle ua in
Iree ouar bives hiow we want o,
de Lirchpole, Feesnide

Half wit?

[ WAS amazed 1o read Chrlsfine Avley's
smugly complacent "articla” aboult “a
woman @ plece” (Wosmneos Vosce Mo, | 1] in
which she states thot 'an awarencss of
society” is the crux of woman’s bod- It is
unforiunate that her own awarsness of
sociely seems to be along sadly Emited
fines, and | ghoudd like io take the oppor-
tuitity 1o enlighten her op a few of
society s drawbacks which she seems not
10 lave no tioad in her determinafion io
‘get up off Cherd backside and do same-
thing now”,

Tam n wel| qualifiod woman in o high-
I¥ paid job, and shonld therefore (If we
EErima e premuise to e right) be o
smug an she = sboul my posilion in
sochety. Un the ; however, | am
tedally dissatisfied wich it. | spend a great
deal of my Hme ar work being patronissd
and patied vn the head by my male col-
b=agaes; oy Idess and suggesiions, thaugh
gven a hearing. are mrely akeén scrously;
andd, becsmge | ave the added misfortune
ol being young and rezsenably attractive,
l'nm more often oghed and leered at than
treated 25 an mielligent human befne

Chuiside of my place of aork the teal-
meenk is worss, Middle-class men are
patranisngly ‘courteaus” to me, adidress-
tng mee as i 1 were a halfowit, while
working-clazs men whistle, jesr, ol
and well me to ‘ger your knickers off,
impdwtieg that 1 am capable of little eise, In
my job, with mv salary, at my nge,a man
wolld be cespaciod as “someone wha will
ga far’, T seem ta he thaought of &y a cross
herween & mental defizient and & moankey.

These. Mra Axley, ans the probisms ol o
very privilegsd weman. | do ool ke (o
warty aboul pay. dince my safary is better
{han that of mamy men | Keew, | Bawe g
Fabowhich 1 &njov, [ have eo children and
I am [mancially dependent anly o nye-
self, The vast meloclty of women in our
Jocdery are subjected to the treatment
which I opderga, bat this atbhede rowards
them is carried throngh tnio thetr johs,
thedr liomes, [n fact inlo every thing they
do o Uy Lo da.

‘Wallowing im s2If pire” (s noot rhe caae
tuar the eifect of fhe wai somen ore sx-
plaited and abused, end *determinarion
und peresverance” Wil gt vou nowhere if
¥oul are [ogever battling against o helief
that your sex sameh e makes wodl gk
Bimn,

Mapw Huag, Alreiechom, Chenliiee

pir, buf rhe crucial
Tathing iz pour Jow mark
In dresrmaking, "

“Four plipaics is good,

Mg Dovrarser]

Breast
feeding

THE QUESTION of breast feeding, ke
that of hering shildeeo an &, i@ wod q0me-
thicg witick ssciulists should be for ar
“mezinst’. It iz not simiply a quosilon of
nu tridonal vahie or eammodity consamye
tan, but of wamen’s rode and her right o
mzke declsions based oo lwr own needs
Ropeper Conding iz “nxfral’, it kelps
form immunities zpainst some flinemeas, it
prwides ao instant balaneed dhet for foe
bnbay, It s Feee These am e main
advaitagea O fhe ather hopd, # means
that the mether cnest b available oo fzed
the hahy svery four hoars every day, or
M4 hours every day if vou belisve in
Hoeding an demand’, Mawir is nor hord
ta see-how this kffeeis the life of 1be
women let ability {6 po ta wark or sven
ti Ieave the boby for o few hours witha
kahy=girrar. Tha anawer fo this very
prac fcal problat i 10 leak foran

adgu st sbatiiie lee mother's milk and
mather™s hreast, is powdered midk and a
brttde, Bt almee the prodid mative is the
ingentive For tie production of all com-
miodiries in our sociesy, i is not surprismg
1o find that baby locd §s ex penaive, Meithar
iz i1 sarprising knowing thar prafit akes
prssdi s over wellan, that the prodact
ix nat alwoys af good quality and Oial (e
mianufaeiizers woald 1iks the babey fo come
sibing iore than it actually oeeds The way
1o tackle thege problems is nor, however,
1o wippast Bt all woeonen should celi o 19
kreasr Feeding in ander 1o theenrr the
¢ﬁ_PiEH]ill: al their |.'q.|'l.'d]1!. LAl kst wanien
shnuld rrgonise and demond cheap babky
food and aeo demand that the most
tharaugh medica pnalysis be carcied ot
om the conients of the haby ford and.an
ils-ellectd an (hi chilld. Sush adumggle to
provide n rasily adequzde alfermarive 1o
breast feeding would ghee women the
Fréedom to peach a-décisian oi feeding
which ams ksmed an their own sectal needs
and aspiratlons withomt the fear of cpsing
prraical deprivation or damage to dhelr
clithiren

Stabiien Motk Selfart,

Anti
Abortion

e writing ahour Gerry Byrnes article on
abod ke

Whilar disagresing with SELC's dical
ideue om i lawing abartion, the genersl
trend towande aborilan sickens and saddans
M [ have ton chifdren and do not st this
Present gtage wanl any mand =2 1 &m
laxing o cuntmcepove pill TF in-say, five
renrs thme, when 1 will o 33 vears old, 1
b e ks g definite decigion not o
mcrease my femily oy having moce childnen
1 will hive asterlisstion. I T shauld
become pregnant in thar fhee years 1 am
malte prepaned Lo condinue with my
pregnancy. Whar all this is leading up s
=y r-"Eh‘l 3 decide what | wailk Badly this
L2 et thecaae with many other people,
mantely pregnont womere Thoss whin find
themseives in thescejslly wadesirable
posithon o keving m ikconremert
pregancy ars pressurized into ahortlans—
in ather words, why o throuph witha
Fregnancy, facing the nneertas of ibe
fatage, mtien all yvou need o do is fign the
epecatian consent fomm md afiEneands
everything 8 pear and Hdy agrin BUT [T
ISR Awnd won't be untl the gross roars
] the proflem are teckled.

(One type of gird who becames pregnant
i5 the opa in het carly teens, she bas
emadionnl praoblems, give her un pbortian
and she'll come back a vear lafor for
another. becauie the smotional problem
bips nor been reached.

Anatber feanal= is the ane I har late
tweniber wmally very nfelligemt und
having gained an pdvantageaus position for
herself in sociece. Bhe has a saceessian af
sophisticzied alfyies, leaping in and aut or
bed with men, who emotbomally cin only
Ao hee hasin, What cever cesaes i amare
me ix that chese gl parely ves =ny Tomn
of confracepdomn. So she bacomes pregnant,
Thix time its through the private doar we
g0, w0 Privat 1hil pol-even your GP will
kmow] This will prabehly cost somewhere
in the region of £150, Afterwands she won't
be happy becaiiss cansvioushy ap ash
conscicusly she wented thal baly—but
mit af a0 dhe wanted a men fo marry
het. She won'e feel good either and atill
comtinuwes to.play wdth boman life.

Moo then, what abour e woeian al
the gtart of ihe meoopause—she mkes Hitks
she wouldn't nomnelly, thinking she's
stapped ovulating and impatient toemd
ible oablesome contracep tion husimess
She mmay have sans nnd dasghters s thele
twenties, she's emharmssed and appalled
at the years giretching ahead when sl
ket old to look after a child Chrite
oftén these womemn need payvchizte treat-
meqtl alter an abertion, their feelings of
guilt opd remorse pre s geat.

What this lemgwinded article boils
dowm 1o is that pregnant wamen are
particulasdy yalnecakle {0 the présmaes of
soTiedy, to onme into the socepted standard
of the norm. One of the mies of this
vaciety being: Dan't lunve oo incanyemient
child, Thi peasoning heing that it woold
iisrupt 1ke sfe patterns of Iving one
feela ong ghoald dar inta.

My argumnent is, why sbould any oo
of these thres examples fzel nhliged to
abort Toc tee sk of Gase inan apathetle
soctery ke oups? In many arher soieties
wther than wesiérn e iz no sach thing
g ‘Megdmare’. & middle-pped woman
wotld probably Teel quile proad o
berame pregnant at such o lnte date,

This uberton business, apart from
artic by medieal reasans concerning che
mother os baby, is 3 prodact of war
materlalistde soeiety, Woks up women!
Do t et the bloed of Yout uabam
childeen he rhe oil that kseps rhe
nuaterinlistic machine roniag snoathhy,
Porrecie Fitlipe- Stackpart

WOMEN
AT WORK
IN WALES

Great Hall, LLW LS.T. Cathays Park,
Cardiff (aponuared by NCCLL Saturday
2rd Mewambar 10-6.30pm

Creche facilities included In Conferance
fer af £1.00 150p ne slaimanis, OAPs
arvd studentel. For ragistration forms,
Informarciarm ant agendn, plassa contacs:
Kary Blatar, 47 Mt rough Road,
CardiFF. Phone: Cardifi {0322 20908,
Mon-Sat 10-8.30pm:




gl 8 0TI and mamagr e, whoe

Two

for the
price of
one

at Lewis’

Aileen Knowles

HAVING READ Sue Jones” article
o shopwsrkers | Womens Voice

Mo 11§ and found it extremely in-
teresting, | would like to extend ihe
subject, seeing a8 how it is.q job
that does concern a large amount of
workmg class women. [ am a mem-
ber of the stafl in thot great
capitulist concern, Lewiss Lid in
Manchester,

1t = barge store and when Tully
stalfed, employs arcund 2000 peopils,
maditly women. A1 present e ape about
1506 meafT, managument palicy being,
why employ teo women, and pay twa
wage packeis. wisn vou cen maks one
woinan work berself into the groend all
day, amd take home only one wope
packei? Anothor reason is the disgustingly
low pay. The women workers 41 my
pluce fall into three growaps. Fistly thoas
whose kids have grown up, and W fnd
that with thé cost of Uving what it is
today, hubby s wape on i1s own "
enough any more. The snly qualifics-
thom ey hawe is thot they spent 15 of
L6 years bringing up ihe kids, and & we
knowe, no ane congiders that 1o be of any
Imporiance when it comes to how mach
you're 10 he paid. Then tsere's Lhe
teenage girls wihe've sither apeed oud of
#chool, or have hod to Eave due fa
fimancial prohiems ar hoise, Mos! hase no
qualdfications (o got them a decent joh
P thoin shopwork means they can
kmack aff at &.0'clock with no worries
sk homewark, and they have 2 cougle
nf quld 1 thear pockets to apend. And of
oogrw hige 1 1he frw  with JL-_;:_'\-'_;. o

e

Unions

Luckily we &0 have 4 union in the stoTe
il mppoie LSDAW is betier than nothiag)

bl until recently unioi strenglh there
hes besn semeihing like 29 per ceni and
weren'l the manapement happy albous
that stnte of affaliz!

However, in thie sl two months %
decided improvement has hees made, We
formed o recruitmen? sammirtes, which T
wis on. By sheer hard wark ond pracri-
cally standing aver people saving “Skm
bere,” the recruliment coammittes has
upped U wnson memhership in the store
b 55 per cant Now Lhis etill Bn’t gead
enckgh, il s & start. True, we had o
[rrablem. The mansgenienl iried Izying
warinnzaf ua oll, Qe persan was farced
L resign, one of oir Mol experienced
memphers WAl lemoted with pronation,
and [ 'was offered 3 macveDous job 25 n
besuty convuliani—at Kendal'st But we
resisied and pot mesulis, The pecoabbmsns
campxign, ax well g8 hooiling morske
erormasly inooar slowly stagnading
bramech, also proved inviable when it
caiive fo megatigton of this year's wage
increass, The nepotianting cammliiee
couald actually state thar o we didn’t gec
the maximarm possilsds under Stage 3
them Lewds’s, Manchesier were going cut
on srike. They Erew we meani |4 Wy
ol the rise!

Electric

The atigodphiece in the sore at the
time was eleciric, We even had managers
opening daars, apd saying "Good morning”
b Wwitkon branch offcials -and g5 for the
fond kisll, 90 per cenl women, i1 wasn't o
i3 ol persuading them to walk ot iF
the need arose, it was demin liard work
rying 10 Keeg them in! As Tor the
urdon [ol-timers, they dida®l know what
the bell po de—~USDAW policy being 1o
avidd sirike action st all costd. They
cerroinly dedn’t wani oneof their higgest
concornt oul an thesiresds. Evenfually
they graciousty sgresd to support usif
we weEnt oul. A siperh case of the rank
and Mle membership faking clucpe.

So take heart all you women working
im weak wndon shops, althoagh (s by oo
nvgany sy, the ynion cn be ballt and
made sirong, Got voursell known ot
bramch meelings. Dan®t be afeaid of
slanding s and telling the so called ax-
petlesced trade unianists what vou think
of their ouf of date dexd. Make sure you
know af gl U wurious disputes in the
Elote AND that you have & hand in belping
slve dhen, That wav ¥ou will Tind that
Y03 St pol eneTmaus suppert fram the
tenk and file members in reslugrine yair
branch and throwing cal the ancieni
klras thai many LUSOIAW brasches seem 1o
the impartance of being i the unsn,
will sosvn Becems che lenders | 1ls
sliiggles, which we sl fxos n ghops
wihose mottes are alway s

FROFIT BEFORE PERSONNEL

Slender sexpots or

bulging beauties?

JUDINTH CONDON wriles ilhe gecomid
part af her exprsure of the :]Innml.ng:
“indzetey"

SLIMMING FIREMS love fot people, 1§
sdmandls stupal till yoo thisk sbout i
They adso love thin people who think
they are &l T reason i that fat people
can be made to wormy, Amd worred
peopbe can be persaaded 1o buy. Every
year the simming industry tams over
£.50 milkicn in Britnin abone. 1F you've
read ghe ndverts, vou'll Know the extra-
vigenl claims they make, hat you may
il know thot many have logg ago been
expiesid 34 8 complele faud. You ney
have veud the Food Standands’ repot
thot proved ‘sllmendng’ bread is no bess
fattendig tham ondinary bresd, it oy
coslx mnTe.

Moai sotarkiis e the ‘sweat-it-of ™
band producls, including Stephanie
Tareman garments and 1hose ddiculous
“Trimjzens’ —inilalable plastic Rermoda
shorls, in which oo have 1o perfonm
SRS SETenILMIE X erciges, (Bul ¥ou can
gleoe wear tem about voor gard=n and
hame. and kil off your family)

s

Li bas heen prossed that doeng e
HIMe CHepeLAd |k Lhwe same elsct, wick
ot withaut “Trimjeans™ [f vou really work
uf o wan ternperaridy oss o very lecle
welrnl. What Trimjeans claing is 1o boss
yiud It of inches, [F'sa clover con-lrick.
Yo ey lose them from one pard of your
Lasdy bt if yom bonok & Hile Dirthier
vonk 1 i tiey e just moved an
dling somewhere -elee, Whir-you lose on
e saings 30U a1 on the fonniaboire,
w3 T sk

The cnly way 1o shim B oo eas less v
wang period ol fbne. It is dangerens
tcul out one parficobr kled of food,
meon carhalividra ey, Coash diets nre ase-
bes L wou became nhle ta lose weish
wery guickly, them yeu alie beeome akle
b purag weight vecy quicikly, ¥our
widghd becames volatile. And tbat's
what keeps the sUmming firm; ticking
over, Bl Lhere's something worss than
Lratidulzae adverr= ond ovgi-ge ko] sweat
garments, Seme simining products can
e seriona damage Lo vaur hezlth, and
slenkiidmg van kill wou,

Pills

Mury slimaming sids come in Lhe form
al pills. These are made af &) kinds of
plucose, dmags sod lxocives. Taking any
ol them for o perind longes Uian thres
months cun be dangerows, yet thers are
e wareingsand the pills sre sobd Freely
ever the counter, offen 1o very young
iels. Seme of the: pills ane am phetindmes,
whizh @2l on vaur central pervaus svstem
same are barbdiusaies. You shoald avaid
busth ar all eats, because they ace addic
e

Home ol ihe pills ars sonapeciiz,
which means they sot 1o depress vour
apputite, nnd rhis o affect whar Dol
pressure. Magy apperite depressantis and
mead wrbstitore hiseiis are made ap of
amethyl cedlihyse, vlich swetls ap mside
rou o make vae feef el and alsa

TS LIMMING INDUSTRY

BIRMINGHAM NURSES

SHO
.1'

= -

THE MURSES strike ;1 Higheroft
Haspltal waga resulf of aiiger and lrustoe
iom, We'd been encouraged by the
fighting talk of our own uiden, then i
senmied that e governnend was willing
io e veason—bit when it wos announced
that we wouldn't hear the governmenl's
mepori findings uatil Seplember 10, we
saw red. And warse, the COHSE

Mutinnal Execntive desdded o ol off

all setvon peniding e resalt of the
engjuairy . even thowgh it was 06 days past
the desdline they themasives lued sei, Wa
folt we'd been lef down once again—we
meecled a niae immeslintely —not promises

W DISGUST

nf things twroome.

Al Thigheraft we decided o take
mutiera Inio oir own hands, and let the
counlry Koow of our disgust with owr
cw'n beaders and [ndesd the govemibont,
The am really great thing abowt the strike
a1 Higheroft wax fhe fact that owa rival
unicns tork pacl, showing that nacees
enilld orgenise themselves al rank and
file Jevel, amd act in unisan,

Thé #zike achieaved fiore publicity
thap anyane sxpecied, aod we narses et
wee gar the messages sorass to ihe public,
S 1o aur o apion =Ll we wers not

cootent wich our situacion, and fzit a
derp distrast of the bustaucrocy.

Murses have beon exploited over U
¥eare, mxioly because v aoe predomi-
nantly women, and =1 women heve been
treqted g daond closs sitizens throueh-
ol Joghiety . 1t was no wander vErY I:'ifrrt
has been dene to lmprove the ot of
nUrses,

Hist the nurses are beginning ta
realizs the banedits of belonging 10 2
|z darmion tallwr kan o se-called prra-
fesgonal rady 1dke the Royal Coflege
of Murses, who have beenrepreseniing the
miTses foF a0 boaye, and have dos so

S Philips COHSE Shop Steward
Highcroft Hospital

Little Bz the sorking nucae,

The militaney arong U Burses has
been grepsbuted (o dhe fuct that thers
am diemsasng number of malss in the
nursing profession, This may have some-
thing to do with (i —but the Fermals
murse has beard the call, pnd is r=ady
and willling 10 fake ap e bamnes, aod
fight te improee leer rewards and ker
cemditions, kod indeed somme of us will
codiinue lo Aght long afrer this
campaizn is aver, te imarove the
comditions witlin this sodety ol veery
working wonmn.

prwibly mck and dizzy, Thi swellmp
eneibiy] cellulose can irrithre the waells of
yrodar stomtasche, Thers & some debate ne
tu whecher it can cause cgncer, Chihey
pills activers wour thyroid pland. b speed
U v by Rioctions in the hape

thal you will brnop fat, Yau a0 mors
likely to bupn up vour avslem ood vauar
REFFE,

Laxatives

A far laxatives, vao can see the crnde
lapie irvalved, Presumahly the Fead s
picsinl f susel duoieh vou belesé 1= van
tarn 4o fal. Prolenped use of laxetive
i wery harmful, and {here s no prood
Locshow That ey Bave aony loat-{etni
sliifumning efled

All rhese products came anler fancy
Crade Bamnes, The wormen oo laks them
may also be aoder medicztion Fram
their docrors for some illness, and she
diiteneal pills could act an ane anethis,
Or they may be king pills over & kone
pericd without ever Erawing what 500
theemy; of what harp they can da.

e o rhe spinenffs af the sHimming
Lushsatiz o diseage called ‘annonexi-
unervasn’. This parzicualarly effeces wawng
girls, who hecons: chaswsed with loaing
welghit 10 such an ealéol Bad thed ender
z nervpas scake where they just cenmar
eal, A tvpdeal wiction of Uus discass wae
a-school gl who lat 2 poand o dey il
sl was und or e stones, asd ten she
divd. The disesse wis ot unknawn hefone
the cule of slimming, bitt it has inacgeased
txpddly in the Just Tow visers, At the verv
least, it cruses-extreme disorienentiog of
Yar mind and by, and ¥ou are Liabie
L3 ved up in Bospital

The slimnyirg biasses dan'f concerm
themaslves witl sueh prablems so long 25
rJ:l.c- mpney. keeps rolling in. Ma one aaks
vl waen Fotl By pdlis-whedber
vau ore epileptic; whether you are olteady
takine trenguilisers or ather pills, or
if yon peglly kpowoshat vou'oe poving,

Waeight watchers

One branch of the lidustey micht be
called Its pevelolmboa] war-fupe n'T_fq:.
Slimaming cluba Wegght Walckasrs, a secre-
tive paganization nioos like o masonic
leapue, fousded by Profescer W H Selrall
Junbor, amd dnkroduced o Broain io 1967,
Yo pav aboul £1 a sussgam, and 300
peoply Bave coughed up so far. Theo
Sihouedie Clab, wity 34,000 members;
and Wedght Checken Internations|,
Isiiched in “Woman" 2hne, with

35,00 “The SHmming
Tkl with the Dufly Mirca:
Slonuring clob claima 13,606 meanbers:

Ar the end of the Lst sam= 1l tha
srall operlions throaghout the conntey
With their awm diet sheefs snd inlividual
mechnds of poblc shame. Cmecluh in
Lirear Yarmoatbn, forinscamee;, pablishes
& list af all the memaec: wha hawe put an
weight ench week in (he Jowm] newsgenars
witdaw, OfLen the big firms s oika
Tranchime system. The pecgon wha poys fo
use the name and tin the club nlsa
pokeie the [oss mmpased an owva-Cad
members,

Bt thei, i rau’ne very rich, volk
cisilainly wan't want ro s sncha
tedicas rodd To the body Beautiful,
Wamens' Visice neadecy may now belidv:
this, but vou can now g privale s
nslic sargpery where ¥oul ave parts of
vour superflupas body L actually
careed art, The opemation tekes Por
fICUTE LT InoTe, and it lepves major sear,
but chey ory 2o maks Bt so-tke soars
come under Your bakicd. TF vow've g
gol & dew ltumdeed pavnds te spare
alier that, ¥ eam lave & ibe put ins
side peal which be<posses the small in-
testiane, 1P called o pejuna=cobe shunt,
and it sunfa the feod ¥ow can't stap
eating righii out of ¥ou agsin. Anad did
Vo know, in Amesics soane ocl
amen ae even haviils taps warms in
serteed into Chean, (o keep thens rhin,
Liioigh sxid!!

Obscene

The biggest nbseznily imaginable is
rhat all s takes placs in o werld wheee
itasses ol people are stanvicg—soire ol
then: inthe sawalled allloent sacietios of
fhe Wi, In Britsin we are ow dooei o
uur 1933 eating standards becasse of the
fantaste gaz in food prices. On oo warld
acake, henger and mulnoertion aea
pigancic prodlem. [t cald be solwed, 41
the waated Ledmelogy that gees into
makine muzli-Mavoursd slininlng prod-
wors conpld e sel forwark toosobee &, 1f
thi piesple of Bangladesh had had cacuph
money 1o shore up kel pver haoks
there wauldn't be Deod and Gamine and
chalen thers now.

I yau hed eonieol of the food in-
dusiey, would wau persunde sveryanss in
Britain to eat 1 3M0h af harnotul sits
sugnr a yeay, aikl then con them mta
huring aliganine pradusts tan? Oy wauld
¥ou by 1o maks swre that eyerones liad
d decent nutricus dizt? We'll never have
the chance to nwake thal decision rill
we agueess Mr Cube and bis ey ot af
oxiscence. Till we stop wosrylng wbaut
our own fat, At st planning 1o fake
back the fal profit thaot swells and
ilses io the coffers aof aur rolers,
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PRIVATE
PATIENTS

by Judith Jones
NUPE
Shop Steward

Salford Royal
Hospital

HOSFITAL WORKERS sll ovor Britaln
have recently hecn taking sction vrer the
preseace of povate potientsin the National
Health Service, Indigaen i consilianis and
privafe patients have had a feld doy ke
ing of “freedom of cholee” gnd saying tiat
privaie pmectice keeps the NS ging. The
ruih ix viry diflerent, The *fresdom of
chasce” so beloved by our politicians is
mathing moee, and nothing bess, then the
freedom te deay freatment o soanieans
wha neads i aiare, bal wha can't affrad
i pay Tor il Like me , ., ke vou.

Waiting lists

The effect of private praccice 15 to
lengithen waiting lizes by sdding peapls

who ean't afford to pay Tar-ihe "privileps’
al prompt treatment, The consaltinds
whe min the sysiem obvioushy have an
Imgorest i Keeping waiting lists long,
Wadting lists are mot funny. There afe over
heif @ miilfion people on hospitsl waitlng
lists mow, for complainis ranging fram
tomsilites to wrgent heart surgery, People
un waiting lists myffer, Do (he advocates of
private praciios care’ Do they hell! Our
freediom ol chodce is more impoectant thano
¥our pain, flsey wre telling us

Fancy meals

Whal would be the effect of banning
private practice? Firggly, private patients
who are not in urgsnl need ol reztmeanl
coudd be kicked oat to make way foo
people wha do, Privere rooits could be
slkncated o pecple who need them (far
kel or ntensive cars), Hospital sraff ko
wasle time attending 1o the pe ity whims af
privals palients (setting out silver teq ser-
vices, cooking Tancy meals efe b could
apenia more e relisving the selfering.
Con=allants would be preveated fram
using WHE opervtion theatres and Ficilities
ard sxaff 1o line theis own pockess.

Thix would have an impnedisce effect
on waiting lists, 1t wauldn't wipe them
ot bk bt woikd help. 11 would establizh
the principle that medical irestment
shoiald be on the basks of need and not
ahidity 1o pay.

Subsidy

It weald redusce the power of (hase
comEal lan s whir e priveie practice a5 a
weapoen ta hlnckmail the NHS. I comasl-
tanka lisd Lo chadse betwesn workmg [or
the MHS ar going inio privete practice
sopletely stpatnie Irom the NHE, the
wast majority would choose the NHS—
Mivale praclice simply cannaol snppurt
many consaltants faik-time. Withowt the
subidy from the NHS in serms of ogqaip-
megif, [ciites and stall msed free of
charge, private practce would becons
much loss aTTEse e

Fight

If wo can rid the MHS of this paresitic
leech we can sart 1o woikl sericusly o
Torce [he sebaibding ol as a Free service
ol well pasd staf providing o compechin-
ave and sdoquals health service. The Gght
dpainsl privale proctice is i the programme
al the [eboar Party and Boi heilih sec-
vice unlard. In the end, chough_ it dsanly
golng 10 be wock il all hospreal workers get
taguther mnd bam private patisnts fnom o
biwpitals, This is what we are irying o do
in my hospieal @3 part of a fight for higher
pay and fara bétter healtk servios,

THE HHS 1S JUST B HTE
ELEPYANT

'SUBSCRIBE!

subseriprion. SHOW.

MNAME

W o sant your COpY ol Womens Volce wilbcal I|E|u:.-._ s;:ld Til]

ADDRESS

L enclose 50p tor the next six [Bsies (gl
Semd to Womens Viosee, 61 Tvlney Croft

posiagsld
Harlow, Egsix

et b e

i
E

WE ARE four Intermatiannl t=le
phonists working in London "Kesp
1he world talking' the adveriisements
say, bat il ¥ou by and lave a word
with a colbeagoe next door, U s per-
vigar soon fells you off, The simo-
sphere in the exchange is very much
tike schioal, with the school teachess
{ e superyisars) trying to instl disci-
pline i the pupids—iban’s uy; e
tefephanises!

History

Voo bave & Enkon, the UPW, the
umion of Post Office Waorkers, however
i1 {8 very wesll ol bhosd office, 30 any
changes we've managed to get, we've
megotiated wilhln ouf exchange. We've

by Lynda, Angie,
Maureen and Lyn

meal relials, o much hetter pvertime
ngrecpent, and made changong e
duites a lol easier,

We've created history within aur
enchiange by holding repslas member-
thip meslings enabling everyone to pat
forward comments, opindons mid

Night

The: exchange is staffed by men in
the svenings, whie seerm 10 work less
hours a wesk than we do 105 much
mare enjiayabde working in the eves-
mnge, With o relaxed and Friendly nfmo-
grbira. Thedr anien 15 far maore experi-
enced amd slraniger than caers, wiich 19
why they have hetler conditions. A

Keeping the world Talking

night the policy seems ta be that if the
senff are kept happy the sxchang: will
run efficiently. Dumring the doy the
telephonista slways come at the
beattam af the list in.amy consdemation,
which results in & farge turn-owee of
ataft, and therefore o great wasioge af
Pase Office revenie,

Control

W aie alwave willing to learn from
1hse who have struggled before ug, s
that we ar= betrer eguipped fo con-
timie: thi fighl for more pErticipation
in the running of the exchangs.

Afrer mil, W aTs b ones who do
the work xnd carn the Tevenoe, s sure-
1y we should have miore sy In hew the
huasiness is nng,

schieved giaite a 1ot sach as longer

FED
uP
OF

WAITING "

Report of Equal Pay Strike at Salford
Electrical Instruments, (GEC) Heywood

400 WOMEN at Salford Electrical Instre-
ments, Heywood are out on strike for the
first time in 18 years. They have been
negotiating steps towards equal pay for
the past 12 months The women, all AUEW
members, are graded semi-skilled, the same
as some men in the factory, but their
earnings are approximately 2/3 of the
men's earnings. They only get-B5 per cent
of their bonus, compared to the men's

150 per cent. Bella Fullard, chairman of
the branch explained, *“We got fed up of
waiting and decided to throw the piece
work agreement out. On 29 July, we
declared “day work™.

‘Last week management gave us the
option of working piecework or having
no work, we sfuck to our guns so they
locked us out’

Strike

The women are expecting a long strike,
s0 they are getting organised. They have
formed a strike committee and arrange
regular meetings to keep all the women
informed. A strong picket is being main-
tained, and a hall is available for their
children with the women taking turns
to look after them. Trips to the Social
Security have been arranged, (o prevent
individuals being intimidated.

During the war the premises were a
prisoner of war camp. As one of the
pickets said, “Welcome to Colditz, we're
not allowed to talk, we have to sit sideways
at our benches and just work, work, work.’

Women at the parent factory in Eecles
have not yet come out in support. The
Heywood women are not too disheartened,
and have been down to Eccles recently to
give out leaflets explaining the issues and
asking for support. If a mass meeting at
Eccles decides to support them, the
struggle will be won much zasier. 2

Stubborn

Shop steward, Mrz 1 Brown summed
up many of the strikers’ feelings, “This
place has got very militant over the last
two years because of the stubborn attitude
of the management. There are women in
other engineering firms in the district who
are getting far more than us. After all we're
only asking for what we're entitled to.

We have never had a dispute like this
The women have woken up, and realised
it's time for us to stop being cheap labour.”

‘Bella Fullard added, *The pickets are
up, and we'll stay out till we win.'




