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Police
attack
women
strikers

The police know how to
threaten women on
sirike They smash their
picket lines. co-operate
with scab lorry drivers,
turn a blind eye to lorries
with no registration
plates, and then arrest
pickets.

That's what is
happening at Trico,
West London.

The 400 women
engimeers have been on
strike for nearly three
months They need your
help if they are not to be
beaten by the
management and the
police.

3 Organise a coliection
where you work, on your
estate.

3 Go down to the picket
fine—take other women
from your workplace.
The women at Trico
st win their steike. If
they lose it is a defeat for
every woman fighting
dor equal pay. for a fob,
1or union recognition.
Give them ail the
support you can.

For a full report on the
strike 30 far. see page 2.

They say there's nobody below
the poverty line..they might as
well give me a beggarstin...

IGH

‘THEY say there's nobody beneath
the poverty line. But they might as
well give me a beggar's tin’,

That’s what Lynda Deighton of
Sheffield said. She gets £14 a week to
look after herself and I5-month-old
Christopher. 4

“Things got so bad for her that she
asked for Christopher to be taken into
care. It was the Social Security who
suggested that she ‘put him into care
and get herself a job’ when she asked
for money for shoes for him.

She manages to give Christopher
breakfast and tea. But she can't afford
to feed herself—her friend Mary from
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This is where Lyndsa’s £14 goes:

Milk for Christopher £1.20; Clectricity £3.00;
tnsurance £1.00; Television £1.00; Fridge 50p
Washer 50p; Carpet 50p

Club (for pram and toys) £1.50

Broad 54p; Bus fares 36p; Stamps 34p

Total £10.44

On top of that she has to buy food, clothes
and everthing else they need. The social
security said the television was a luxury
—so they cut her money by £1.00

up the road sends down a meal at
teatime.

Christopher’s twin brother lan died
some months ago. Lynda had to beg
for the funeral money from the Social
Security.
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Lynda
Deighton
Sheffield

She can’t work and keep
Christopher—the nurseries have long
waiting lists, plans for new ones have
been cut, and there are no child-
minders.

If she did work, she could onlyearn
£4 before they start cutting her
money.

She said, ‘There are lots of people
round here who are worse off than me.
The more you complain the more they
try to walk over vou. You feel
trapped. I'm sick and fed up. But now
we've set up an action committee 10
fight them. 1 felt overwhelmed but
now we are going on.’

pay,for
pages2&3
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2 WOMENS VOICE

“Women JOBS/ PAY/ CUTS

fight
for

Right

TRICO
WOMEN STILL
OUT FOR
EQUAL PAY

It's great lo see so many fighting together. That's
what is so good about the Trico strike.

The women there 400 engineers  have been out
onstrike toreleven weeks now, for equal pav with the
man who work on the same production hines. They
Want an extra £6.50 a week ‘

fwo hundred of the men jowed them on their strupgle.
le\ there are sull 1000 warkers crossing the picket hine cach
ay

Thes should be shamed nto supporting the women
Pheyv're seabs and nothing better And | can tell vou. they
don’t hike to be called “seab’  I'mtalking from c\;k‘ncnc;‘
ot hemyp treated by one of them just tor shouting seab.
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Do you have a job? Will
you still have one next
year? Has your sister,
just leaving school. gota
tob? How many married
women do you know
who now keep the family
ied on one wage that
ot enoug?
1s there anything we can

hasn 't hil me yet. But
sooner or iater the
Government is going to
cut something which
will. Glasses. dental
treatment up. Local
services cut. School
meals up next year—
until the Government
changes its mind and
decide 10 bring the
increase forward.

Aot of pood things have

weeks ago

been done by the stoikers now ——CERSEERY S-S »
thete iy now organised night 3 .
picketing throughont  the Nidnes Mhins, the manag- Iwo weehs ago, some of & The strikers at Trico are
night  1or instance  But why ing director of Trico. nade the strikers picketed the fiving on£9a week strike
went the nwn helping more an‘offertrithe wimeniwe o) Beentiaed poticeais: { Bl put
They turned it fion because of the role 3 desperately need O( :( ‘ ,PY

than they are there s a .

handtul of men who are down. 10 was for a m that the police had plaved money. We call on all

supporting  the  women erable £2.40 more a week. in hetpmg scab lorres Womens Voice readers
< Now he's called off all crash through the picket to support this strike,

tremendoushy - but whese are
the test of them!

Wiy, tao, are there mamy
weinen who e not actnely
winohed i the strike” They
e up o mass mcetings, but
most of the nght and day
puketimg s bang done by a
amalt core of women. s
WAt L sev Ahese women who
wre piepatcdd 1o do sooauch
U RS g g ey s iRy
st Do v ting
maney from factones

Tirco wipers are now being
blacked ar Fords But it has
taken the AUEW  Distiet
Commattee ereht weeks to get
thas agreoment Now . thes are
pOINE L0 pul pressure on
Brash Teykand.

More vinits. colleetions and
blacking must immediately be
orpansised  Fhe Disiret Come
magee s all oo willing o use

1OS) PIRING MIPUY 91013

further negotiations and
will take the dispute back
to the Industrial Tribunal.
But he will find it hard to
argue, YWhen he first ap-
proached the Tribunal he
suid the women had no
vine for equal payv. But

now  he's  offered  them
¥4 Su (hes st he
rkak vaual pas witer
ait.

hnes i the middle of the
pight and foad up. The
potice had been escorting
the wnmarked lorries to
Northampton.

On the night of 26 July,
there was a large picket on
the gate when the police
wndd lorries turaed o)
Trico's to try mond foad up.

Fhis tome, they Wwere tarm-
ol Away

A

-NO

NOW. Take a collection
where you work, or
where you live and send
it iImmediately to: Trico
Strike Committee.
Scuthall AUEW District,
Woodlands Road.
Southall. Or take itdown
to the picket line at
Trico, Greaf West Road.

Brentlord.

10

SAVE
JOBS

The workers at Tannoy . an
engineering  factory  in
West Noarwood.  South
VTondon. are facing 300
redundancies come
September. Win?

Beganse the Anteement
have deaded ot would be more
productine (wheh  means
more prohitable) it they moved
their business to Scotland and
High Wycombe

What does this mean tor the
400 workers onthe shop loor”
It means uaemplovient. et

ir's got to stop Wart and see’ pl Jures. but
a art and sex’ procedures. ‘ .
someuhere Y.h.‘: wi:y the women haven't got the i meceas biiemply wicpts] b
wewent you to join £ time to dothis They are on 24 T ol e Mo
Right 1o Work march, for haur. seven diy 4 week peket B oo Incue .
a day. or all the way to duty, and atrer eleven weeks, e RIS, e
Brighton. thesr mditancy and tight s ° werklore e wokn Mans
the women who fist got the

We want every woman
who can get there 1o be
in Brighton on Tuesday
7 September. lo tell the
trade union leaders like
Jack Jones. Mugh
Scamion, David
Basnett—that it's sbout
timne they staried tighting
for cur right 10 work,
March tor the Right to
Work.

London ta Brighton_ 410
7 Seplember.

Jomn the march for a day:
Saturgay 4 Seplember,
11am. Charing Cross
Embankment. 10
Brixton.

Join the lobby of the
TUC: Yuesday 7

or it you would likemore

berng exhausted

N the Dintret Cottmttee
won't  organtse  the
delegations, and visis, coliee-
wons and blacking, then the
women should do it now

ihe women should po
tound the car faytones and see
the SICC and stop  the
windscreen  wipers,  which
Trco supplies. bemg used
Thes could abo po to the
airport andthe docks to mirke
swure the wipers are bheing
blacked

Out of every 20 full-time

that's about £2% oect.

level. That means that at

so over three quarters of

There are two main

thetr wages stolen i thiy

are as low ay £21.

200 milhon in wx

Shopworkers paid poverty wages

cent ot shopworkers

emplovers are afraid of

decent pay that  the

government to stop this

hase been stolen from you.

tibranes or phone hoaks)

AUEW union going The shop
sewards dre women. and it
the women whao they
should light hack

The first thing they 've done
oo ban overtime A one of
the women sawd “the more
avertime we Jothe guichet we
work earscives out o

At the moment the trade
union othiculs
over the

feet

red

vomes o the
crunch v whowithhave
o byht Thoy widl e to ely
o themse
1obs that are at stake and not
their pant ofds

Septoraber, Boghton. adult women a million are living in Yet British American  helong 0 a union which  jHesal unde 4 But ume w rar
1f you're out of a job and kert: (19 o i ) ! the re e : sould help th P SRCcEpdymiest wn arder to ke
want 1o go on the march, shopworkers, carn real povery and the rest  Tobbacco is boasting of  ¢ould helpthem to fight tor The Wages Inspeciorate  1her oon moeceP
less than £40 a week —  are notexactly wealthy.*  having made a profit of 18 basc nght  But  can recover wages that  mwc adrasne 1hes oot oo

That i

1o have aNin

cupy
i their Lecton . Aeep hoid of

infarmation about the - )
march send this siip off Eight out of every twen=  reasons for this. The  months of this year. It :lrr:m‘"? Q_l’k'xcb""“" they  But an 1974 they ooty

now ty carn less than £25  first is that r;::ny easy (o see where those  wha join s .,,:,,:;,p“f;,(:f:: r,(,‘:“;‘{:;" 1“4;):::!5’ ot OF e e o a7

foss shopworkers are being  profits come from! M pow illepal. becay ¥ . AB eslimated £) SI0.000. SR R S b facen

NAME B2 for u sl : st o RELOW e  Would: wis 3 shop oy Poalt  Soyovmighhrwiobdlly Soespn

person, after rmunimum legal rate. 20 assistant ina  Act Al shopworkers can, THe 6iia 16 toni To cnsure tha ihe o

ADDRESS deductions, 18 less than  per cent of employeesin tobacconists 200,000 and should join a union USDAW (Unw“&:" \ﬂgll’;‘ :.{m.;:.'m[ff’t;l :1:(_.;.'\‘.; firerd

g supplementary  benefit  food shops are baving  yedrs to earn this much s oofy by gettingtogether  Distributive  and  Alhed  trade s movemcnt 1 (he

withothersanddemanding  Workers  address 1n 4va ;

The women ai anae

Send to the Right to feust half of all women  way. The second reason . - problems o poverty wilt b 5 1 5 i
Work Campaign. 2652 shopworkers are Bving i that the Jegal e : ' ;’ln/m’mdmm i chls  Te IOt R e il
Seven Sisters Road. below the poverty line.  munimum - wages  are Employees don have to Orher  workers should ‘(:“: . ;'4‘-‘""" @ report Br i fight for them
London. N4 There are (g mulbon  only £25 on average.  relishopworken whatthey  make therr  umions put I'u’\?m;m‘;md' The Lo We way that evenone Ras
. wornen shopworkers - Some, 1 tobaccomsts, should bepad OnlyIBper  pressuce  on the  fomdon W J:,"g')':l il ‘?{n”f" I drorks i
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iF health workers or
teachers go on strike the
rews 1s suddenly fiooded
with stories of the suftering
they're causing Employers
can afford to wait unul
“public opinion’ breaks the
stnke. And if hbrary workers
take action their bosses can
Just wart

But a cuts committee can
change all 1hat It
busworkers can get
together with passengers —
housewives, teachers,
hospiial  workers, factory

Thesize of
the cuts

EDUCATION . . . School
meals up 10p. But part of
the pay deal was a
promise s 10 raise them .
., and meals in the House
of Commons are still

W‘Yzﬁi\mh‘hnﬂe\
aboutl £4-5 at present.
~ DISABLED .
HOUSEWWES . .. The
plan 1o give them a small,
non-contributory pension
is to be dropped.
COUNCIL HOUSES . ..
Building to be cut by a
e 50 per cent—and il's
already at its lowest since
the war.
FOOD SUBSIDIES ...£80
mithion cut. That's price
rises for cheese, butter,
mitk. tea, bread and flour.
But as the papers say IT'S
AWINFORDEFENCE'. ..

MORE than 2800 NALGO
members are taking action o
force Surrey County Council
to rescind nine redundancy
notices. Members will refuse
e cover for unfilled or
cancelted vacancies and will
refluse 10 take on extra work.
Over thie tast 18 months, 1500
jobs have bheen ‘wasted” by
surrey  cowncil.  and  the

NALGO members had had

enaugh.

TF ACHERS upanddownthe
country are alicady takmng
action against the cuts by
refusing to cover furabsent or
non-gppomnted  teachers
There are 30.000 snemploved
teachers  who  need  these
wobx - and teachers m Devon,

Cumbria. Surrev, Knowsiey,
Lewestershire, Bromley and
1 ancashice and many London
boroughs are determined that
thewr own conditions should
not be worsened while other
1eachers are deprived of jobs
The teuchers union (NUT)
i in danger of wrecking the
fightbach m muny areas -it's
theeateming  expulston  of
members who are involved in
unofficral action. And s
refusing  to back uction in
areas with a ‘fnend!y” Labour
councih. No council which cuts
jobs and education desenes to
be called friendly. The NUT
olticials are just feeding the
dog that butes us. Parents must
pove ther dull backing to
wachers whe tght the cuts
especnally  thase who  are

Judith
Hamilton

workers —and  f  Lbrary
workers can get together
with other council workers
there 15 much more chance
of success. Cuts affect all of
us—threatening the jobs of
public service workers and
reducing our standards of
hving by cutting the ser

vices we need and we pay
for. By formung a cuts com
disjointed,

mittee  small
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THEFIGHT GOES ON

Organising
against cuts

fights which seem only to
hurt ‘the public can become
large-scale welil pubb¢ised
expressions of the anger we
all tee! We can do our own
publicity, without needing to
rely on a press which s
usualty more of a hability
than a help And we can
win

The East London Action
Committee  Against  The
Cuts was tormed out of a
fight to save Poplar Hospital
from closure Itis composed
of delegates from 54

prepared 1o stand up to their
wnion officials as well as their
OMSCS

AMAZING! Many councils
including  Devon.  Cheshire
and over 2t § ondon boroughs
have said that thev will not
accept the cuts. In most cases
all that this means is that their
financial estimates will pot be
pruned by them—they will

leave the job to the govern-

ment which has to examine the
estimates. In some cases they
may be prepared to pul up a
real fight fike the Clay Cross
Councillors did. ) this is o
they will have no chance of
success unless the whole of the
local  labour movement s
behind them. fighting where

we're got the power. Itsup 1o
us to turn their brave words
o real action—they don’l
empty the bins. provide the
electricity. build the houses or
man the buses. We da. And
the government and private
ndustry can’t survise without
our work .

i sumons ot

; tube fare ™
wex b they join the “Fare
campaign, Last month
bus tares rose by 25 per cent,
thea whe fures went up by 23
pos cent  with drastic cots
hoth services. Sothe “harc
Fight” campaigners vmamy ot
wham were msobhed i the
Free Gevrae Davay tighy
postered and leatletred and
cncom aged uavellers 10
“dofer’ paviment by hithng an
duplicated slips with name,
address and details ol 1he
ey so o that  London
Transport can collegt the
moncy it aan cope with the
number of shps. IUs complete-
I degal You just buy a ticket
tor the amount you think s
ar and wart tor London
Lranspott 1o wite 1o you for
the rest alter vouse handed
vour tichet and shp to the
ticket collector

IS based on it struggle
falv, where umions printed
simalar tickets. Bus warkers
retused o cotlect the new tires
and passengers sefused to pay
Fhe compamies Were forced to
fnen

ST RREY Council is cutting
€22 million of s education
budget —including £69.000 off
school huses. The Parents
Action Commitice savs that
this  puts  hundreds of
children's lives at rink. Has the
County Couneil made a deal
with the undertakers?

Labour attacks

trivvele s
scanddaionsdy dangerous
vebicle, which showld have
bech it trsed Twary ago. New
she gnvermment has decided 1
ﬁha;f i ovt- but only us pait
of an economy measure which

Fhe invabd

will  ged mohibiy
aldowgnce to 15 e eveny
RandicapDed  peison 1he
gorernment has refused 10

cvele wath s sate
r-wherd var, and
Guwanie

repiave the
sdapied tod
will not guke of
which 18 hogh cnvugh ta buy
and run i i For thosw
cappedd peopic whe cas

any sehicke » bedter

1han pothing.

And it » well established
that the gavermoent could
provide @ sate car at very bivtke
niore cost than the tnicycle,
They use the exctse That same
handicapped prople can not
doive

Bt
condemmiig

t o o excuse for
the  Test (o
ynmobilty  Invalkd mathers
and  worhets who  have
previousiy. rehied  oa thar
mohihity 1o lead wiativedy fult
tves will be eftecovely thiown
on the sceap hean and thew
children it prabahly end up
in care

invalids

Anvoncyuhed imany way
with  handwapped  people
should rase s wsue wath
trade wrons, MPS and n the
focal press

PAY CUT
STOPPED

FYDERIY and handswapped
workers  at a  cenaci-isn
workshop wi boadon ( Towe
Huambenyd were stunned when

they heard propessis 10 cut
theu pas” from £ 10 bl fon
20 hour week.

Sacial  Service  shop
Stewards tonk the marer up
and discovered 1iatbad con-
traces had pui the centre n
deht Ko the counail way
making thy old people pay or
bad  management and
Protids Lo lowal Birms

The NAY G viesards oy
papicd vignaonndy an the
arca and by ganing s cose
the  publigitn 1 deserved.
tesced the counal ta prve i

So the old peopie are back
to thew 10D an hour

bodies--trade wunion
branches trada councils
shop stewdrds commidees
tenants associations,
women's groups, any body
which can involve tself in
active epposition to the cuts
s on a delegate basis
because that means that the
delegating bodies have dis
cussed the cuts and have
expressed some determina
ton to fight Sowe all have a
chance to report on our
activiies  and get action
going from both directions

As we've grown so have
our activities, We 've
produced two 1ssues of aur
paper ‘Fightback , dong all
the work except the actual
pnnting  ourselves  We
didn’t know where to startat
first—but 1t's really easy
with a bit of help The sales
were enormous- 3 000
copies-——which shows how
much interest there 1s. A
lot of the information came
trom local papers They're a
golgming it you gather ail
the  snippets  of
together And it gives you a
reat picture of the extent of
the cuts

Many of our delegates
have joined the committee
because of their experience
i fighting the cuts NALGO
NUS and NATFHE (the
teachers’ urson} at North
Fast London Pcly have all
joined because their ex
perience of successtul smatl
fights  have made them

realise the massive scale of *

the cuts They all know that
unity  with the healih
workers s the only-way 1o
save the health service

Of course the man fight will
come from the people most
involved But the committee
should make itself into the
body which can spread and
co-ordinate activity-—
spreading confidence and
building the fight with every
tny success. Councils wilt
retreat on thew muserable
cheese-paring, and people
wha may teel helpless when
awhote hospital is threaten
ed will be furious when old

_people’s ‘wages' in a day

centre are halved to £1 a
week But now they've been
forced to back down on that
And If they try 10 close the
centre, we il be ready!

The commitiee 15 still
growing. other committees
are springing up More and
more people are fed up with
the cuts and are ready to
fight Buslding & cuts com
mitze gt alocaltevel means
that wa'll be able to co-
ordinate and wnite all the
resentment andatl the small
fights and successes. unti
we have whole areas united
0 countrywide resssiance to
the cuts

S0 were gong 0 be
preketing the Trade Union
Congress in Brighton on the
7 Seplember, with workéars
from ail over the nuuntry,
We're gomng to show that we
are ready to fight Are
going 10 make the e
unian ieaders fight wah vs

ao‘ra

news .

WHAT
WE THINK

With unemployment at the record post-war level of
nearly 1.5 million (6 3 per cent)the governmenthas
just announced that it is cutting 170,000 more
jobs—by cutting nearly £2000 milion out of the
economy

Public expenditure 1s being cut by over £1000
milhon and employers are to pay £900 militon more
for National Insurance contributions Employers
will be able to pass this on In prices——adding to
inflation and cutting our standards of hving—but
because 1t will increase the cost of using labour, it
will lead to a loss ot 90,000 jobs 'Changes’ in
regional pohicy will mean another 12,000 jobs lostin
the poorest areas, hike Scotland, the north-east, the
north-west and Northern Ireland. The cuts in public
spending by themselves will mean 70,000 jobs lost
in the public sector.

The cuts mean that since 1974 over £1000
million has been cut off education alone! Every ime
the cuts are announced we hear the same old
excuses—it's to help unemployment, to save the
pound, to stop inflation, to INcrease investment, o
get the economy growing ;qainA‘And evary hwme
we're 10¥d that 1t's the last time. It's the same story
for. wage cuts. And every time we get more
unemployment, because people haven 't got enough
money to buy the goods which are produced. We get
higher prices as firms and services like transport put
up prices to maintan their revenue The pound
sinks even more as speculators rush tomake a quick
profit and firms send ther profits, bloated by
reduced taxation, abroad And the profiteering
wolves start howling for even more cuts Cuts and
unemployment do not solve the crisis, they worsen
1t They mean poverty and the doie and more cuts

The crisisis one of profits 15 per cent more goods
could be produced tomorrow n Britain «f all the
spare capacity of machines and all the unemployed
labour was used. But firms refuse to produce goods
because in order to sell themthey would have to pay
people enough to buy them—and they cannot do
this'if they want to make profits But they still hope
that by reducing wage costs they will be able to
undercut competitors in the world market By
competing against each other in this way the
capitalists all over the world are reducing total
buying'power and cutting their own throats

But they will not go down without afight—sothey
are insisting that out of a reduced national income,
they keep their share by cutting our wages and by
huge cuts in the welfare services which we pay for
out of taxes and rates. These services are essential
10 their survival—transport, housing, roads, health,
education, fuel--but company accounts show that
they will not be paying any taxes for the next few
years.

So we pay for the services, but the firms are
blackmailing the government and unions into
hacking the services to pieces They'll keepthe parts
they need. defence, police. ad to industry
vocational” education. They'il make massive profits
out of public expenditure. 20 per cent alicady goes
N nterest charges’ ie profits to banks and other
maoney ienders: contracts to industry are another
useful source We'll lose on health. housing
education. jobs, food—and the less ‘econcmically
useful’ we are to them, the more we'll lose That
means women, old and handicapped peopie,
children, the unemployed and immigrants sutfer the
most. The stories aiready show that.

But the stories also show that we've got to fight
and that we can win We must join with other
workers in the fight 1o save jobs-—-our jobs and
theirs, and 10 save $ervices—our services and
theirs It's their crisis, make rhem pay!
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Child Benefils
Now Campaign
1 Macklin Street
London W1

tel 01 242 6672

speakers
availabie from

4 Womens Voice,

2 6 Cottons Gardens
London E2

LABOUR DITCHE.
THE POOR

The government | has

backed out of it plan to
e weekly benetits to
every mother for every
child. They want to get
away with giving us just
a pound family
allowance for the first
child. They promised at
least £2.70 for each
child. from next April.

But then they sold us
out,

Now a campagn has
beed launched to make
them keep their promise.
Ruth Lister, of Child

—Iry to—
get

this
through
your -
union

This branch is disgusted at
the gosernmeots abun-
donment  of the Chiid
Benefit Ncheme and the
was fo which this was
traded off for the TV s
acceptance of the 4\ per
cent wage Hoit.
We cull for the full im-
plenrentation  of  the
scheme with benefits 16 he
pinid o the mother and cadt
on the pion evecutive to
do all in its power 10 bring
this about. including rar-
g the. Guestion  with
WO NEsrrd membery
af pashisment, and fighting
fere thiis policy 2t the T1(
i Brightoay tn September.

Poverty Action, described
its launching like this:

“Finst there is a petinon on
which we hope to gather one
million signatures. by Christ-
mas,

Then we want maximum
publicity with posters, badges
and stickers. Leaflets explamn-
ing the ssue will be sent with
each petition form. to

orgamisations and individuals
involved. We want you to use
the petition as an organiser.
Lobby your MPs. Write to
your Jocal papers. Call public
meetings. 1U's up to all of us to
publicise this issue so it's a
public 1ssue . . . not just
discussed in the precincts of
parliament’.

Ruth laster added:

“Hs just the way it wasin the

with  Labour
ditching the poor. Child
Poverty Action was very
unpopular then because we
comned the slogan “The poor
got poorer under Labour™.
‘In this case the Labour
back-benchers were played off
against the TUC. The leaked
official documents showed
that the chief whip told
Callaghan ther¢ was.no strong

late sixties,

fechng on the issue among
back benchers. This is what
was told to the TUC But no
one knows a single back
bencher who was even asked
at that stage The chiet whip
seems to have made it up

*The TUC leaders who met
Healey didn’t know much
about it anywav. They were
told men’s take home pay
would go down enormously —
they were given a figure which
only applies n very big
families getting lots of tax
allowance—and they got the
wind up.

‘When we wrote to the
union leaders, we got very
unsatisfactory replies. They're
misinformed. or they just try
to dodge 1"

Why benefits are important...

1. The plan for child
benefits came about as
part of the legislation on
womens rights, equal
Pay. Anti-
Discrimination Act, and
Child Benetits, alt
heraided by Barbara
Castle as part of
international Womens
Year.

2. Child Benefits meant
apaymenttowomen, for
the purpose of bringing
up children. 1t would
give many women their
only (tiny) bit of
independence from
their husbands’ wage
packets.

3. A survey conducted
by ‘womens Qwn’
magazine, published in
Seplember last year
showed that one in five
wives were handed not
one penny more
housekeeping money
by their husbands, in a
year when prices rose
by 26 per cent. 1t was
shown that the fower the
husband s take home
pay, the less likely Hwas
that the women had

received any increase in
the preceding year. The
average housekeeping
given was £18.75, as
opposed to £16.35 a
year before. To keep
pace with infiation the
new average ought to
have been £19.88. The
men averaged a £5.59
increase.

The evidence shows
that many men used
whatever increase they
had had in their wages
16 meet higher costs on

their own

5. Women on social
security often have to
‘wait for giro

R
SCARE

The argument about
whether the Right to Work
should be involved in the
campaign round Rea Street
was parly an argument
about reds’ and com-
munists being involved and
partly an argument about
how to fight to save Rea
Street. The authorities used
the red scare argument to
try and kill the march and
the campaign. They wanted
to trighten the mothers into
giving up the fight so that
they can peacefully close
down the nursery. For-
tunately that tactic did not
work As one woman putit,
it you don't have the com-
munists on your side, you'll
not have any one suppor-
ting you'.

The red scare argument
clouds the tfundamental
questidn ot how to win. The
phrase which kept coming
up throughout the argu-
.ment is ‘this is a mothers’
fight. it does not concern

anyone eise, only the
mothers should be in-
volved. This argument

assumes firstly that only the
mothers at Rea Street atthe
present are affected by the
closure and secondly that
the mothers are strong
enough on their own to win
the battle.

just affect the mothers who
have their kids their at the
moment. It atiects all other
women in the area who are
hoping to get their two year
olds into a nursery. 1t also
affects the nursery nurses
and teachers who face
either moving to other jobs
or the dole queue if the
nursery is closed. More
than that, Rea Street is not
an isolated case.

Other mothers will be
faced with nursery closures
and the prospect of having
to bring up kids in over-
crowded flats without the
relief of proper nursery.
Other teachers and nursery
nurses will be thrown on the
dole queue. In other words,
it will mean a loss of jobs
and facilities for workers

and their tamilies
everywhere. The closure of
Rea Street atfects all

workers and their famiies.

delayed in the past. or
not sent. They would at
least have the child
benefit every week, at
the post oftice. At the
moment they are
sometimes left with only
£1.50 per child famity
allowance to getby on it
anything happens to
their giro cheque. They
would also have child
benetit in their hand if
their money was
stopped when it was
Slaj!neq they were co-

such as hres.;ciga;em:
and beer.
4. Women s

6. The p’haslng out of
child subsidies and the

from their husbands
would have the child
benefit in their hand
every week, as they have
now with the family
allowance. At the
moment, the child tax
allowance goes to the
husband, and the wife is
dependent on him to
allow her it in
maintainance.

g 10p in
school dinners, as weil
as taxation and claw-
back have already more
than eaten away the
smail increase in family
allowance payments.
The government last
year justified phasing
out food subsidies on
the grounds there would
be child benefits. Now
we're left with neither.

Wom ns \oice is cailing a picket of the TUC Wednesday 25 August at 9.15am, Congress House, Great Russell St, W1

Y. the govern-
ment is determined to cut
back on public expen-
diture, to cut back on ser-
vices we all need and de-
pend on so heavily.

The only way to stop
them is by spreading the
campaign to other mothers
and workers in the factories
and offices. We must gel
the issue raised in the trade
unions, on shop stewards
committees: organise a
public meeling for workers
ail over the city to try and
get more people involved:
organise a big demonstra-
tion supported by workers
all aver the cily on a Satur-
day. And if they decide to
move all the equipment to
Hope Street we should
occupy the nursery to stop
them moving any of the
equipment.

Appeals o Tory coun-
cillors will not save Rea
Streel. Direct action might.

[
£
5

Firstly, ReaStreetdoesn’t’

Rea Street nursery is due for closurein
the spring of January 1977. The
mothers were informed of this

decision on Friday 25 June  three
weeks before the end of term
Immediately the mothers started to
organise to save the nursery. A notce

i

went up in the school calling a meeting
of all parents involved and a petition

was started. Plans were discussed fora
march to the education department 1a
th city.

The following Monday. councillor
Scrimshal came down to ~ee the
mothers. “I'm really all with you’ he
said ‘but there’s nothing vou can do”
On Thursday. a group ot mothers
went up to the education department
and spoke to Mr lce. deputy
education officer. He held out no hope
of keeping Rea Street open And he
msisted that i tact under the new
arrangements there were going to be
more nursery places not fewer First
there would be no new nursery opened
at Hope Street which would take 60
kids and another 60 would 2o to
Chandos nursery  That sounds great,
it sounds as f the arca would gain

twenty places because Rea Street oaly

takes 100

In fact it wouldn't work that way.
Chandos iy already tull and has tts
own waiting hist, The head master

there hadn’t been otfrerally informed |

he was supposed to take the spill-over
trom Rea Sticet and as far ay he is

concerned his own waiting hist takes |

prionty So there ase no piaces there

But even it the hids could be fittedin

at Chandos, the accommaodation at
Hope Street bears no comparnson with
the tacilities at Rea Street

The mothers are arguing that
there 15 a crving need lor pursery
facilities in the city centre. Why poy

1
|
:
|
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- Birmingham
women
fight to keep

“their nursery

1
i
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 keep open Rea Street and open Hope
 Street as an additional place for the
| three high rise blocks towering round
it What s needed is more nursery
 places. not fewer, T
 When the mothers asked why Rea
| Street had to be closed, each time they
‘were given 2 different set of reasons.
CEurher it was too big 1o heat, o i was
gowng 1o be converted into a junior
schoal Or the'land was going to be
'sold for alternative development, or

the buildings were tog okt The enly
 thing that came across Joud and clear
[ was, that no matter whai the reasons,
| Rea Stret was poing to be chosed.

[ After the visit 10 Le¢ the mothers
fdecided to organise mmarch with the
[ children (o the education departmans,
! supported hy the Tocal Right to Work
| Campaign. which pradiced  posiers
band leaflety, These wére ‘faken and

‘dustebited  right round the Jocal

Report by Sheila McGregor

gemiagham

s4e

estates. Petitions were taken into
factories. including Cadbury
Schweppes where a whole number of
women work. People started working
enthusiastically for the demonstration
on 8 July.

Then -the pressure started. The
headmistress wnstructed the teachers
to have nothing to do with the march.
The mothers were told they couldn't
take either their kids orthe animalson
the march. .

On Thursday, everyone turned up
‘at the nursery as planned, ready {or
the march

~When the march arrived at the
education depanment, 4 deputation
wont into see the education officer,

Whilst the deputation was inside
the reporter from the Birmungham
Mait was sulfing ardund ralking to
the mothers who appesed the Right te

Work. Predsctibly. that cvemng, the
Maik carzied a story about Jleft wing’

tamh st Suwbeth

militants who had “joined the march’.
Without mentioning the fight to keep
open the school, or the mothers who
welcomed the support, the Mail used
story as yet another means of slanging
the left. s

Some of the mothers are convinced
that the education authorities and the
teachers are pulling a fast one

In the last week of term; some of the
kids started crying over the pets. One
of the teachers told the kids that
Rebel, the donkey, had gone to live in
a big ficld on his own, And when one
of the teachers was challenged by the
mothers, she just went bright red. (The
mothers are also convinced that seme
of the big climbing frames have
disappeared). The teachers aren’t
reassuring the kids that the animals
haven't gone forever, either, which
they would normally do, if the animals
had just gone for the summer
holidays.

After the march, the argument
about how 1o continue the campaign,
with or without the Right to Work
campaign. A meeting was organised
with the mothers and a spokeswoman
from the Right to Work, After several
hours argument, the meeting voted to
keep the support of the Right ta Work
and budd up the campaign tor the
beginming of the next term. This

means getting the maximum support”

from families in the area and taking
the fight nto the tactones. We
hnow that if Rea Street closesitis only
the tip of the weberg. Other schosls,
old people’s homes and hospitals will
follow. Rea Street nursery affects us
ail. i we can bwld a gity wide
campaign in Birmingham to save Rea
Street we can then be confident about
facing  the round of cuts  just
announced by the tocal council.

PRIVATE
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LUXURY PUBLIC
SQUALOR

I've heen a3 nure working in
the NHS for 18 years. Aca
student nurse T worked in a
hispital in Birmingham which
has a large private wing. As
studenis we were given no
choice about working on these
wards. |vpent three months on
my junior night duty here.

Ihe rest of the hospital had
pokey dittle sterifizing rooms
Intact they were supposed 1o
be broom cuphoards because
they had toigouen to build
proper rooms  when  they
destgned the place. But the
private wards had spearally
converted  rooms, you had
plenty ot room to sterihse
cquipment there

CONSULTANTS

The patents” kitchen was
abw spec large and every
o had to il thiny
silver teapots and hot water
sugs and thuty toast racks
tordinary - patients  just got
bread and butter). I never got
wcar a4 patient 1o do any
surgical  or  nursing
procedures. Neither did junior
doctors  Onby - consultants,
thank you They were treated
hike gods: we had 1o open
doors tor the, never question
them

I only tound out recently
that the professor on  the
matermity wing is a lkeader in
the SPUC orgamsation {anti-
abortion}  We were never

taught 1o criticise ther at-
fudes They just went on
making money. And using us
ascheap labour to service thesr
private patients

We were taught that being
triendly with the porters and
anctliary staff was not done! |
2ot £9 per month pay after
thving-in - expenses  were

Surprise, surprise,

deducted  This was 1961 aot
IX6E by the way. There was g
demo in London about nurses
pay but we were threatened
with dismissat if we attended
We didn® get the pay rise
Friock Powell {then Munister
of Healthy gave us And we
worked at least a 46 hour
week

CASUALTY

A few years later [ worked
ay a~tatl nurse 1o a hospatal in
the bast End of tondon on
casualty night duty. We had
hardlv any equipment and
what we had was out of date
and often didn’t work We had
no N-rak service all mght even
though we olten had bad road
accrdents in from the Barking
by-pass

I worked alone tn casuaity
with a porter who often had to
help me do stomach washouts
and deal with violeat patients
Often there were only two
qualified  State  Registered
Nurses (SRNA) on durs in the
hospital. me and asister Most
of the other staft were aux-
haries who otten had to ook
after very il panients

Most of us were women
with children whose husbands
looked alter the kids at mght
when we worked Sometimes |
only had 3 or 4 hours sleep
during the day when my boy
was at the nursery of asleep
with me.

goes against us!

So. the Parliamentary Select
Committee set up to look into
the James White Bill, has
finally come out with a shock-
ing report. They propose to
destroy our already limited
rights to abortion. granted
ander the 1967 act.

What can we expect from a
committee made upentirely of
anti-abortionists? And.is it a
surprise to find not a single
mention of the way in which
therr  proposals  will atfect
wamen, and how much sutfer-
ing they will infhict? Of course
not.

There are fifteen
reconimendations  m - the
report. And. although they
might sound fairly mild,
although the commttee may
say they want to curb abuses
o make the Act work better—
these recommendations mean
only one thing. They mean
massive restrichions, and they
mean that -1if they are
introduced it will be much
more difficult for women toget
legal ahortions.

The most startling
recommendations  of  the
Select Commuttee are:

O Bunning alt abortions atter
20 weeks, instead of 28

O Police oificers to be given
uprestricted  access to  all
records i abortion chinmws,
pregnancey testimg or advice
oftices and reterral ageocies.
O {iwcencing  and  further
Lsting of all abortion agen-
cies and pregoancy testing
seTviCes.

[ Complete secrecy toanyone
who makes a complaimt so0
that doctors msy aot know
what they are accused of.

O An open consciencs
Clamse- - anyone may reluseé jo
doanything connected with 2n
ahorfion. even clevical
work - wahout grang o
reqson,

O Fnes ta be wcrcased (0
ERIEELR

The effects of such
proposals would be to torally
intimidate  doctors, who
would never know whether
they were walking into a trap
laid by anu-abortionists. All
the confidentiality which
genuinely  pregnant women
have a right to would dis-
appear. Instead the SPUC
tricksters, whose sole aim is to
sabotage our rights over our
bodies, would receive this
privilege.

And the many women who
are delayed n the present

-system until thev're forced to
go through the ordeal of a late

report

abortion would have no hope
at all.

These are the main points of
their proposals. Theiraimisto
cut down the number of legal
abortions. But mecasures hke
this will not bring down the
number of women seeking
abortions. And women will
have no option but to return to
the dangers of the back-street
abortiomist

The safest. easiest kind of
abortion 1s an early abartion
These proposals sav nothing
about making it easter 10 get
earlier abortions. and 11 is this
1hat we have to fight for

BACKSTREET
ABORTION KILLS

JUST two wecks before the
Partiamentary Select
Committee on  Abortion 18
preparing to give s report,
suggesting changes to restrict
our abortion  nights snill
further. the newspapers
reported the case of Pamcia
Slater. a 23 year old woman.
who died from an tegal back-
street abortion,

Pamela Slater went to se her
doctor, who told her that she
was @ “horderline case” for a
Natwonal Health abortion. So
she took the oniy wayv should
find 10 have an aboition She
got a back-street abortion,
carried out with the stem of a
plastic Nower I cost her 440

This operation cost her her
life She was furced to goto &
back-street abortienist
because of the nadequare
NHS provision for abortion
SCEVICTS.

The woman who gave
Pamela Slater the abortion
wus uiled for seven vears It
vas her second oflence related
to abortion  But the real

cnnunal 15 the system which
drives women 10 her

There is only one way o
avord tragedies like this By
having free abortion being
avarlable on demand Taws
making abortion illegal will
never make 1 go away. We
know that there 15 a much
higher  abortion  rate  in
countries where abortion s
Wlegal

We must continue the fight
for free abornon on demand
It's 2 woman’s right o chooswe

Abortion in Demand

by Victoria Greenwood
and Jock Young

£1.65. This book will be
published by Pluto
Press in September, and
Pluto are giving a pre-
publication olfer of 10
copies for £12. An
excellent book to use in
your NAC group.
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A REPORL st pobinhed
the Community
Commission®
proves that immgrants are
Mk wone hoosed
NON-HTHTNET. Thev are
Inuafh not el ¢ Lot coun-
i hounng. and are toreed ta
huy houses an
sum areas nes which
no-one would hive in o they
had any other chorce
To ol these houses slums
nonet an mselt to the people
hvng i them Vhe seal
sl s 1o make anyone
hlach or white, Ine there
expeciadiy when we know
that good  howsing could
cenly he provided  tor
cwenong in thiy country
Mo dohn Bucklev, diree-
tor of housing at the 1 ondon
Rorough of Breat, thinks
that  blsck  communitios
should  he dinpersed” 10
promote ‘micgration’ and to
avord raciad violenee caused
b penammigrants” ‘Fear of
the ghetto’ Does he alvo
think that  whie  com-
munities should be dispers-
ed” Al wocialists should be
rotally opposed 1o such a
policy in housmg or in

Sexist.
letter

1COJTECTED mones for
the  drnico strikers 1 was
amazed  to see that  the
official AUFW strike appeal
was addressed at the top to
“Diear Sir and Brother'. bsa't
it abiout time something was
dony about this! On an equat
pay strike LN just oo
much

Pamcla Radlord. Oxford
Fob diis point waos raned ar
a Right 100 Werk mevting in
North London where Ernwe
Rebesty of the T hgineerioe
Lnron was spredhing. Hesoid
that the wnwon wax revisie
s rabe book and all iy
nusierial 1o lake account of
wonien  pembers The
wwoner the better!

Bingo!.

FQUIPPED with & bundle
of Womens Vorce we sold
nutside our local bingo hall
and suld tour comes the first
tme  On our second
arempt. we sold pune and
made a good contact

ft is casy o push reading
matier as there s usualiy a
boring wait anside untt the
game starts, B alse impor-
tant that we make onrselyves
and Womens Vaice known
1o the wornen of the area not
onfy i estates sales, but at
aid theyr "haunis’,

Ll Moorman, (Grays, s
el

¥ 1IRE to sephy fo Jaocy
Calliny” Wet1er on “part-tine
owrns b oserce with the
sentetifty expressed 1 her
letter that cmastonal siahili-
1% R e wpartant thes
wenuieing - such Hungs  as
Hoyble gacages and ¢loctoic
fousters hat § wonld fike 10
pesisit ond that nowadons ihe
st arajonsy d parentshave

of W@ and sot the ¢ o

T1 b disagree with her
onar b ar should be
Jwnmen who shpald try o geq

Aok wrrh Yo prac e the bacics -

lettersml =

Black ghettos

education 11w right-wing
hypocroy 1o accuse  the
hlack  commumties  of
provohmg racsm  The peo-
Pl who Ganse racism are the
raents They attack blacks
whether they are woliated i
so-called white' arcas. or
whether they are concen-
trated in a “black” area

To foree people to hivein
any area. to ‘disperse” them
OF to Scongentrate” them
Bhethe Nazis didtothe lews
the  South  Abrcan
wvernment dogs to the
bltchs o dnerniminaton
And y means pushing people
arcund as if they are cartle

Blacks should be gventhe
e housng righis as
whites. We must hight for
Mums 0 cleared and
evenene 1o e plloned to
choose wheie they fne And
we must be totalls spposed
o any polics which dis-
crmipates between people
on the grounds of colow
Salvia Gibbs, (Stepnex. Fast
L ondan).
bd We would ke 1o hear
readery’ views ean thes and on
the question of Cpasiitve
discrimination. We will be
putiing aricles un hawsing
y the next issue of Womens
Vore »

* Honsing i & piuliiraciol

© Comminnns CRC. < 35-48,
Hedtord  Streer, L ondon,
et vy

Letter
from
France

I WAS shopping in Ridley
Road Market i 1 ondon on
a vt to Frgland last week.
A black woman picked up a
can ol milk and asked the
stall-holder  the price. He
said. CPut it down, 'm not
interested i telling vou
Youre only ooking  jof
something cheap. just bike
she rest of your lot” When |
prcked something up he rold
me the price withaut even
being asked But Fmiwhite
cven though I'm forergn. |
told hin what | thought
ki and refused o huy
wnvthing. But Fovshacked at
the growth of racism since |
ast came to Britain Your
papet and Socialist Worker
wem o be the only papers
that consistently take up the
fight on this e,

Alvo Lagree that it is only
by rulitgnt  action  that
workers can et beter con-
dions o my opmon e
CY DT in Frapee, we'te sull
fightag for u minemum Wage
of 2000 ryncs tabout £23 4
week speing power - ¢d),

PART-TIVE MUMS

_part-tisme eniployvment. 1 bis
unplies that the cmotinnat
stabitity of the faonly is the
sobe respoisibitity  of
mothers.  ddeally  huth
putvers should be sble to
work such kours which wibl
enatids them tshare the jovs
and Masins of their chiddren

Childien  are ala the
responsibititn of the com-
wunits and there should he
adeqaate dasvense fuvilitres,
fot ey 1o Jet parents wirk
But et enable the
children ta deselup saciatiy,

PR AR R VAL L
TES W 2w @ PTER e
af v ny ¥
omm g

WA R

e e S LR
w ne - P amEm
1N AT e T s et
“w

[v-‘-..r_"gv e
AmMUSW Cy 0 WMy
b gy

(% ww e .
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. But the unionieaders scll out

ar the first sign of action.
The mun issues are the
stme for breach and UK
warkers  welture, pay, race
hoand watetn. So Fam
pomg to tahe out a regular
subseriphion to

Waoimnens
NVaee to keep msselt
foimed T also send vou an
agtiche about breach ¢on-
ditvons when | get hack - it 1
get the” time (0 white Gt
hecase | had three kids
before | hecame mulitant.
Christina Di Rosa (Rouen)
Ed: Grear! We look Jorward
10 hearing about women and
workers . France.  Bud
Chrisana's letter shows ihe
need for mrseries for all
Wornien

Boycott
Scarborough

THF  Liberal Party have
decided 10 hoyeott Scar-
bocough after the Counait
refined ta et the Campagn
for  Homosexual  Fguahty
(CHE3  meet there. The

AlE this b ol coune
ideattic under the present
saciety. Nevertheless  we
should attempt to atleyiate
the sitaation by denrands fur
dav-murseries,  nursery
shook,  bettér  maternify
care, patesainy deave. paid
tne  off G chddiens
sichniesy for buth parents ete.,

NSPE L cases are tragic
Bt will cmitinge to accur
untit our attitndes on child:
eaye are changed. untilvocie-
1% 1 chanued.

Iris Pore, 11 anduny

Puctyre Jonhn Sturrock (Report)

reasan they gave for the
Tetusal was that the National
Front or other Lasasts might
attachk the

Im gl to see that
Wamens Vouce pubhished a
lketter showing the connee-
won herween the National
Brontand tascism I'd ke to
remind Womens Voice that
the Lascists are Dol justracist
and antegay Histoncalhy
they are also totalhy opposed
1o women™s treedom. The
Nazis had a pohiey of glorly-
g Cchiddren kitchen and
chureh™ tor women.  We
should oppose women being
forced into this role

We should also campaign
for our trade unions 1o
boyeots Scasboiough  and
not go for hohdays ourseives
o a town which gives in to
the National Front bullies
Barbara knotr, Kettering
Ld' Whai do other readers
Hunk abowr the policy of
hencoris?

"

Letter
from the
Queen

THE tnals of the mercenanes
i Angola caused a great dey!
of concern umong our ruling
cliss o ap attempt 1o save the
tives of pad kidlers. both the
Prime Ministey and the Queen
sent telegramn to the Anpotan
Gusgroment pleiding for ther
releane.

NOCa ity thut thest e nineot
people don’t shar the samie
Congtrn lor old gge pensioncry
Wwha dic evely vear from cold
and  hunger. Pethaps they
would  consder swading a
fehegram o the  cheaneny
Mo d askang them not to kil
quite o ity people Uus year
Sasab Wand, Fafietd.

* the Polish leaders tried to avoid the effects ot the crisis by

!

GOING

ON
IN
POLAND

WHY IS Poland, which is supposed to be
socialist, involved in the capitalist crisis? And
why are the Polish rulers using capitalist, anti-
working class solutions?

Firstly because Poland is nota socialist country. ln
a soctalist country 1t would be the workers who held
power. The economy would be runin the interests of
all the workers, with no bosses hiving off the backs of
the workers

Instead of which power s held by people like Gierek (and
Brezhnev and Kosygin in Russia) - bureaucrats who
subordinate the needs and lives of Poland’s workers to the
drive to build up industry. Again and again they™ve told
workers to accept Tow living standards and long working
hours. Why? Only so that Polund can take part in the rat
race of capitalist competition. But because all these
capitalists were trying to turn out more and more goods. for
saleabroad . while kee ping wages down as much as possible,
they all got caught in the same trap of overproduction. In
other words the amount they were paying out was not
enough to buy all the goods they wanted to sell. So they
can’t make the profits thevive planned for - and thev're
trying to make the workers pay ke the UK government,

horrowing trom western banks to pav for their ever-
increasing imports. and now they too have got massive
interestcharges to pav off The straw that broke this camed's
back was the Russian leaders pushmg up the price ot the oil
they sold to Paland and demanding payment in dollars.
Which means Polund has o export more goods or barrow
more moncy. bither way workers' living standards are
likely to be cut.

And the Polish bureaucrats like the British bosses, have

Price
rses
canbe
stopped

N June a massive strike
by workers in Poland
torced the government
to abandon its version ot
the ‘social Contract’.
Thousands of workers
streamed out of
tactories as they heard
the announcement of
60-100 per cent price
rises Car workers,
tractor factory workers
and ship-yard workers
all went out Workers
immobilised the Paris-
Warsaw Express. and
thousands more
demonstrated in the
streets.

The last time the
government tried to
raise prices. in 1970,
strikes in Gdansk,
Gdynia and Szczein led
to vicious police attacks
tn which scores ot
workers were murdered
in the streets. but the
strike wave spread until
a general strike seemed
certain.

Gomulka was torced
to resign, and was
replaced by the liberal-
seeming Gierek. But it
was only after more
strikes that a two-year
price treeze was
announced. And now
it's Gierek who's trying
to raise prices, just like
his predecessor.

Since 1970 prices
haven't risen much—but
there's been more
rationing in the shops
and other hidden cuts in
living standards. Now
Ahe vulers of Poland, like
the rulers of every other
country caught upin the
international capitalist
crisis, are trying to make
the workers pay for it.
They too say the price
rises and pay freeze are
needed to give ‘lower
paid workers' and
pensioners smail rises—
nothing like enough to
pay the extra prices.

But the success of the
workers' spontanecus
refusal to give in has
shown workers

had their own “sacrifices”™ private kindergartens, ‘special :verywse've hav': to
schools’, chautfer-driven cars, domestic servants, second b?f?,?,’.‘.,.f ==
hauses. wholesale bribery and so on '
The workers. on the other hand, are not allowed to
organise freely in trade unions and are subject to controls
and oppression that could not possibly existina ‘workers' e
state”. Poland is nor 4 socialist country. POLISH
In September’s issue we'll be publishing an eye-witness STRIKERS
account of living conditions in USSR. JAILED

o i O R R RSB |
STEALING
FROM THE POOR TO
FEEDTHE RICH

Since 1973 over £1000
mitlion has been cut off
education spending, with
the resuit that 30.000
teachers will be wun-
employed i September,
schoolmeals are going to
rise by 66 per cent. more
and more kids are n over-
crowded classes. m an-
cient unrepaired bulldings,
and the Tories are stil
howling for more cuts

But their kids are the
teast likely to sufter from
the education cuts. Thew
kids, and the kids of Labour
MPs and Trade Union of-
fictals, go 10 private
schools And WE PAY FOR
THAT AS WELL! In 1976
the Local Education
Authorities will b spen-
ding  £80m . on private

schools. That means our
rates are paying for posh
kids to go to posh schools
where they've got more
teachers  jwho're  pad
better). There the kids will
be trained to be the bosses
of the future So that next
tme round our Kids will be
forking out the fees for
thes kids to become the
next lot of bosses?

These are the people
who ate squeezing the
bleod out of our education
system. Their's isn't even
scratched” The so-called
‘harsh economic realities’
don't hurt them Yet that
£80 milhon subsidy could
provide 20.000 more
teachers for our kids Is
your LEA stealing from

your kids to feed the rich?

32 strikers have been
ailed for their part in the
26 June strikes. The
sentences carry a
minimum of three years.

It you want to know why
the regimes of the
Eastern-bloc countries
are not socialist, and
how the governments
ruthlessly supress the
workers—then this book
is essential reading.

A simiar insight into the
suppression of left-wing
opposition in Russia
after the nising in
Czechoslavakia (1968)
I8 contained in Red
Square at Noon by
Nalalia Gorbanevskaya
(Pengutn 50p}—who
was eventually declared
insane’ and imprisoned
and tortured in an
‘asylum in Russia for
her part in the protest.

Chris Harman
Bureaucracy and
Rewolution in Eastern
Europe

Avaifabie from
Bookmarxs. 265 Seven
Sisters Road. London
N4 £2.00 pius 30p
postage
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French revolutionary sister speaks out

WOMENS VOICE 7

EVERY YEAR, at Whitsun, Lutte

Ouvricre
revolutionary
France
outside Paris.

Over the years. it

many foreign groups. including the
International Socialists. This yvear, we
were able to obtain an interview with

Arlette  Lagwmller,

one of the :
organisations in
holds a fete in a rural setting

the biggest

Ouvriere’s best-known militants.
Arlette has worked for the large
French bank Credit Lyonnais since
she wasateenager, and for many years
she has been at the forefront of the
struggle to better the conditions of the
hundreds ot

has visitors from

one  of lLutte

Arlette Laguiller

Ly pists,

accountants,

local

branches.

cashiers. and secretaries who make up
the Credit workforce.

After having worked ina number of
is today the
equiralent of the convenor of the
massive central headquarters in Paris,
where in the carly seventy’s she led a

she

three week strike /occupation which

won.

From this workplace base. Arlette
became Lutte OQuvriere™s main TVand

radio

spokesperson

during  the

parliamentary elections of 1973, She

first

votes.

Judith
Condon
reviews
anew
filmby
awoman
director

Mives & Norwegian lilm
directed by Ama Brewn.
(AN

Fhere are still all too few

women  pahkme  Glms,
and all tow few hiims ke
Wives

Three voung women
mect up @l a4 rewnion
they decide to go o a
sauna together. Gradual
v the day moves on and

Recording of i m Gonna
Be An Engmeer by
Pegay Seeger—35p
ptus 15p pdp. Avastable
rom Woman s Right to
Choose. 33a fstington
High Sireet London,
Nt

Also .

Aa slbum of Peggy
Seeger singing womens
songs. nciuding Nine
Month Biues', will be
avadatle trom Woman's
Right to Choose trom .
mug-September. price
£1.7% plus posiage
paching .

they dont go home

One is 3 vouny factory
worker. who s separated
trom her hushand. The
second has a smalt child
and bves woa hlock of
flats, The third 8 very
heavily pregrant,

They begin to have fun
together, as if they have
been  seleased  from
pron. lhey go for a
aortie through the market
place. tarking abaut hke
voung girks. Fhey vsitthe
mother ol ome of them.
what hands over a taomly
Ber-loom. an old clock, a
dcous Hhung. which they
are then forced 1o carry
about alf day.

 CHEEKY

AR the time they are
- tempted to phone. their
hushbands,” They row
wabat st Oug of them
~heeps dhmkng sbe wes
her  Bushand  cosung
damn_[he sfrect, hut s
DOLPRIL 5 S
" But they censt: They
gtum o eieky. Fhey slgey

chatting up men watking
down the street. just as
men wsually chat up
women, The oo are
acutcly embarrassed.
They go 1o a bar and
are pcked up by two
photographers, who take
them o thew  stadio,

Geing drpnk and dao-.

cing they suddenly feel
repuived by aft the ex-
plotatne - images  of
women around them on
the walls. and inthe farm
of & yran inflatable doli
which they proceed to
detlate

One reafly fonny seeng
finds them behund three
tadet doors, 1 a tow of
four. Across the cubiches
thev're  taiking o one

At ahayt whar has

5

fappened to them A

WIV

middle aged lady comes
out of the fourth cubicle;
she has been bstening to it
all and cant believe her
ears

FEMALE

They stay out ali night.
it turny ouwt that the
woman who bas a haby
abso has 3 lover, and they
say an his flat, ’

Slowly all three begn
o realse they are unhap-
py, weighed down by
their roie. their female
ok, -

The worker goes in 1o
prck up her wages, and i
sicked on the spot for
tuking the day oft

Ome calls at hame (o

see her husband. who s
deeply  hurt. resentful
that she has just taken
off, but angrier sull at
having 10 cope. standing
resenttul in his rubber
gloves and apron. He
tries 1o go off to work
agawn, but she makes her
excape,

The three finishupona
boat trip. They reabise all
through the last one and a
half days they've been
buying thngs to take
home as presents, buving
intle bargamns they didn't
reallv need They have to
count therr money, to sce
Pow much they've got
hetween them. It alf ends
upnthear rendswhen
they say. ‘We cant go
hack now’.

This s a fine film - for

all thar n
conclusions These
women bave broken f
only for a tew hours, with
the suftocating roles tore-
ed on them. They lease
therr men and farmibies
behind bhecause 'y the
oniy way they can get
clear of guilt and respon-
wbility for even one dav
Euven so it takes them g
long time to stop teeling
lihe  wicked  school
children. Their fiest actis
10 go to b refreshed ina
sauna. They st naked
together, one of them
{uil-beliied i pregnancy.

CHANGE

Through the day they see
each other ia another
kind of nakedness. Injust
a few hours they learn
and dis¢over and change
themsehes

Some of o 13 really
funey. a jot of it 1s deadiy
serious 1t's afl very mov-
wmg and chalienging i
vou get the chance, don't
fadl 1o pee it

draws ne

was Lutte Ouvriere’s candidate in the
presedential elections in 1974 -the
woman candidate
history--and she won over 600.000

in French

WYV What are the
questions  among  the
women at the moment at
the Credit 1 yonnpaw”

Al The fact 1s. the
matn - worrnies ol my
members at the moment.
both for the men and the
women. are the gquestion of
the wages and of un-
emplovment

WV [here has been a
very o actinge  campaien
around the abortion issue
in France.

Al Well. there 1 a big
debate inmde MEAC qthe
French abortion and con-
traceplion campaign)
which has been nhghting
very repressine laws on
abortion {Last year, the
law was biberalised ) Since
Giscard (the French presi-
dent) has announced his
reforms in 1974 which
made it casier Lo pet an
abortion, there are some
who want to continue the
tight {or abortion on de-
mand. while others say the
MLAC  should  disband
because the tight has been
won We obyviously say the
fight 1s never won until we
have abortion on demand.
In reality it s still very
diutficult to ger an abortion
it you want one, you have
to get the permission of
doctors. give reasons and
SO on

Many women saw the
campaign as a reformust
one. Unfortunately there
are many womenm France
who had illusions in Fran-
coise Giroud (the Minster
tor the Condion of
WomeniThis even includes
some ol the radical
feminasts, ihey  reaihy
believe things  would
change just Ccalse  a
woman was appointed We
sard o wouldn ¢t
ansthing at ot T
vouagree \lew wor
the top cannot change the
system just hke that' There
have been g tew il hitde
reforms. they ntroduced
longer holidavs tor women
workers. Only there was 4
problem they are not
pad holidats What's the
s of that? Siagle women
would have to get the
money they fose ¢ cr
holiday somewhere
ehe It they are marred.,
their husbands would have
e work harder 1o makeup

. Of course 1 had all
sorts of letters trom all
surts of women who sent a
few trancy and winhed me
tuck  But | don't think @t
was 4 question of dlusions
Nobody  thought |
gomg to win ia the hirst
place hen  the most
noticeable  rraction was
pride. pride «n the fact that
we'd always known rhat a
waman couid do it but
we'd never heen ginen the

was

chance Uil never forget a
ketter 1 had trom one
woman who swnt about
three francs She was in het
forties. she said shcd been
wainag ali her for ths
moment. Pride was the

thang. more than ansthing
che.
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Where individual black
pecple are isolated within
the community they can
become the first victims of
fascists One example of
this 1n Leeds is a black
woman living alone with
her three kids on a councit
estate She moved there in
Mareh and knows very
few peopie in the area
One mightin June she saw
a man pamnting racialist
stegans on the walls of her
house at 11.30 at night.
She chased him home~
he hves two doors away—
but he refused to clean off
what he had written.
‘You !l have 1o get me first
was his challenge. His
handiwork. written in 3
fool leters included a
swastika the words
Nigger Go Home, and the
imitiats. BNP (the British
National Party a Leeds
based tascist group)

The Council was in-
tormed of the daubing via
the rent collector "Ah, you
will be receving a letter
aboul it he said That was
six  weeks ago. and
predictably nothing has
been heard An attemptto
get the local councillor to
fake up the issued falled
Womens Voice sup-
porters visiled his house
eight times, but never
tound him in. and we got
no reply to messages left
for him. So much for
representation. The
police. ever vigilant at
trackin: down young
black t%ugs in areas like
Chapeltown  in  Leeds,

Collective
actionis the
only way

have passed the slogans
on many occasions and
done nothing to in-
vestigate a clear case of
¢riminal damage

Not one person trom
the estate spoke to. or
went 1o see the black
women about this inci-
dent.  Although several
people were horritied
about it. nothing was
done until the local IS
branch got to hear about
it. We decided to take up
the siogan ‘Black and
White Unite andFight ina
very practical way and
clean off the daubing
ourselves. After we had
leafletted the estate and
taken round a petition,
several people from the
eslate came to help us.

This sort of action can
tead to individual blacks
being drawn much more
into the community. This
woman was a perfect
target for a tascist
because of her position as
a black in a targely white
area. a single parent fami-
ly and a newcomer to the

area. She was angry
enough to chase the
tascist away from hr

house but she could not
rely on the council or the
police to do anything
about the slogans. Only
coltective action and sup-
port from both black and
white people in the com-~
munity did that, That js
why fighting racialism
and fascism at the grass
roots level is so important.
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CHEAP CHOCOLATE!

f the price of chocoiate
falis scon # s Nt a sudden
epidemic of charnity among
the chocplate . manufac-
1urers 1t s becauss ihey're
trying 10 get rid of the dried
mitk mountam YWhy s there
a dned ik mountan?
Because they won't give itte
kids and they won't reduce
the poce. And o you think
it's axbensive 3t 9% papint,
Heatey s new cuts will put it
up 1o TV p n Apri!

Thss year's drought wall
mean a mik shortage next

Orlakes

Orlaken. East | ondnn: Nincty
WMEN Bate fUst wOR unien
recogrition uf the i vasos. the
Transpost  and  Geseral
Wearkers L mon Rat they had
to Tght They wamg 0w on

- lose

year — bul o they keep the
dned milk until then they'd
two chances of
profits —because prices will
rise again then

Profits for the first haitf-
year.

Rank Qrganisation
£4403m

Corsl Leisure group
4.01m

Artington Motor
Moldings 1 0m
Rothschild Trust £4.7m
Johnson-Richards

6.3m
A Preedy and Sons
0 85m

M L Meyer £14.8m
West Coast Tanneries
075m

British American

stnke for tea werks, But they Tebacco £200m
o 0 b Jones Stroud £1.7m
:(i;.l together and wod i 1he Greene King £2 7Tm
. Womens Volce weekend _came Slong—tor _
8 ey Py
25/26 Seplember. 11 you  hisiory of the family, the
woild hige o com-R. family today, :mmm .
weite 40 Margaret Renn.  oppression. w
'8 Cotions Gwr socialiam, the e
London, E2. revotutionary party.
% pISCHCat SesSIONs on
recent weekend spesking 4l union
scimed i London went meehings—which
28 women gown with 8 laught

Six black girls were harassed by police and arrested in calli
Harlesden. Local people reacted immediately by picketing
the police station until the girls were released, and (hen

JE UNiON mr'%

Women picket
racist paper

Members of the North 1 on-
don Womens Voice Group
wnned a4 prcket called by the
Noth L ondon R 1o Waork
Campagn outsd offices
ol our Jucal paper. the
Pottenham Weekly Herald
We were protests AT
the ravtalist editonal pohiey of
the paper. and the racially
bused articks which appeisr
week alicr A local counctlor
whaoas the Fyveming Standard
woowas clected

tichet”

ragist
make a4 remark
ernges plashed across the §
When Harmges drades
Al orgamsed a preket of
loca which  was
¢ bar, the
Herald tona! rod

S wye twened up at the
Hlerald oftices with placards
demanding “Racism €
The Herald™ and handed out
teatlets 1o passers-by explam
we were picketting

disco

ng a focal demonstration. There was aiso a picket of the
court when the girls appeared there, Only action like this will
stop police harassment.

discnmunation  and  pe
harrassment of black youtt
fournalists  and  prnters
emploved an the paper should
follow the pohey of ther

umon and  refuse 1o Bay
amvthong to do wuh pacuaily
hrased articley

In Horasey journaiists went

on strtke twice, successlully,
refusing to work o National
Front advertsements were fes
nto the paper

This s the only way tostop
being  the
¢ of the tocalt racists

The fight against the‘-!
racists

The National Front and
how 10 smash 1,

A Sociahist Worker
pamphiet 10p a copy |
plus 7p postage from:
SW Distributors, 6
Cottons Gardens,
London, E2
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Disaster-and the Catholic
Church couldnt care less

THE WOMEN of Seveso
in ltaly have been told
not {o get pregnant for
three years. They live in
the area poisoned by the
explosion at a chemical
taclory last week. What
about the women who
are already pregnant?
Wilt they have 1o wait
and see how badly
deformed thelr children
are?

All abortions are legal

S W B S o M - A B D R S N ISP SN BN GNP W YU NS RN N DR GE S WSS G e e by

whstnbe Womens Yoice
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in Catholic ltaly but the
ftahan Government  has
said that it MAY allow
abortions for the women
atfected

Thus 1s 10 be welcomed
though it is hypocniical in
making a special case of
this  tragedy, while sull
denrying the night to choose
m all other circumsiances.

The Catholic Church is
opposed to abortion and
contraception. What has it
to @y o the women of
Sevesa”

The poson that wsas
released nto the air is
called TCDD. 1 is vimuiar
1o the kller the Americans
used i Vietnam. Iwo
outces ¢f & in a reservosr
comid Kl i oulton
people. Yo the people of
Nortbera  haly dxd not
knew ¢t way beang made w
their readst. There was nof
even any saltly provedure

Only 4 sunds  of
TCHD was released o
the  simospherr. byt
alrvady hundreds of people

are being treated for skin
burns, pets are dying.
fivestock being
slaughtered. and troops are
digging over the earth.
They bave orders 1o shoot
anyone who moves into the
sealed off area.

Hoffmas 1a Roche
make TCDD They use it

1o make
Hexachlorophene.  Thus
chemical s banned

Amenca. but s 2 common
ngrecdhent in deodorants,
shampoos aad skin
clesners ia this country. 36
babwes died m  Fraach
because of talcum powder

contaiaing hex-
achiorophene,  Hoifmaa
ta ache atso

make hugh profis from
overchargpag the National
Health Servige. They make
Lbrism and Vakum - the
tws most common drugs
dosctors use 1o Keep womien
gmet. The huge proits
they make wers sa hlatant
that even the govermment,
ot famows for cpposing

profits. look them to court
T 13 bein
produced in the US
Britain and Austna W here?
Do the workers who
produce it know what it is
they're working with. and
are there proper safery
precautions? Why did n
take over a week before the

kalan  government did
anything aboat the
explosion”

The Seveso affair throws
up hundreds of un-
answered questions Dy
Anne Walker. who treated
victims of a smular cvplo-
son 1 Bolsover. Der-
byshire. thinks that the
ondy s0luton b 1o leave the
ares sealed off and barren
for ever.

But that docy not
remove the fear of wet
another similar tragedy
and 1t does not wipe out the
tragedy already wnflicted
ot thousands of warkers
and  ther  famibes in

IN
BRIEF

LIBRIUM AND VALIUM may
c¢cause hace bp i unborn
babies—warring from the
Amerncan food end Drug
Adrimsiration  Remember
the case in which Hoftman
18 Roche tred to justify ther
massive  profits  on  the
manutfacture of these
drugs? They sad they used
the money for research if
they have tG pay damages,
will they foliow Oistilfers
{makers of Thahdomide)
example, and clawm the
payments against tax?
Heads they win, tals we
lose

FIGHTING
TRADE
We hear a lot about the
disqustrg  practces  of
‘white slave’ traders 1t
operates the other way as
well Two Fil pino sisters are
claiming £17 mithon n
damages. alleging that they
were kept in virtual slavery
by UN officials It's a ‘class
action sut’ in which they re

Y on behalf of any
yee past or present,
cumsiances —
and sf they win the money
will go w any wvaldated

clams

THE SLAVE

BE A SEXPERT
1 The average male sexual
organ can double 1 size in
thr seconds. That's as
long as it takes you 10 say
yes
2 Do make sure tha! you
coula e down n any dress
yOu DWn
3 Some young men can go
on making love over and
over again. Bul generaily
over the age ot 30 this 1s not
s0 So dont nag

¥ you ddnt know that
you havent peen reading
the Sun But gon 1rush out
for the back copies
Womens Voiwe will be run
g s own articles on
sexyalily soon

PAID CHILD CARE-
FRENCH STYLE

Tre French governmen has
sl passed a iaw which
q'ves Dolh parents the rghr
© 16 eamecuove ur 12
Ntermullent days leave on
tull pay 10 look after sick
chadren That makes a
mimmum of 24 and a
max:mum of 30 per tamily

In Brtan such leave s
sudily discretiondry and
@il s sSumeth to
"t for
ST s |

POLICE HARASSMENT
To arrest Mrs Neison on
minof  charges connected
with stolen podtal orgers
can oniy be seen as a witch
hunt by the buities n biue
They're quite happy 'o let
g tine tax dodgers off, or
witebeaters

RTINSl
Congratuiations to

Nadia Comanec: for her
fantasnc gymnastics
SLADE at the Evenung Stan
gard for refusing 10 prnt a3
JAK caroon

SLADE agan tor refusmng 1o
pregare Qiympics
phetographs —2s 3 wver 1 g
Day dispute

The ‘lead boot” awsrd 1o

Black  Amer
Madeline Jacks
Trere s no way

we wili
SUDPOST them WWe dwn ? ges

3%y  3upport from  the
Atricans m 1368 rtne Black
Powser rehetton: Solgarity
sisters!

The BAC commentator who
fwned

sportsmen
men T
davoltn

Nadha Comanec carmying @
doii—entitied The World In
Hee Armg U



