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THE LAWBREAKERS

JUST suppose the Chief of Police for you area suddenly
announced that people who went out at night should expect
to get robbed if they go out with money in their pockets. And
then he added that if they were robbed they should not
expect the police to bother themselves with having to take
these cases to court.

Can you imagine the hue and cry. It would be nothing
short of a licence to steal. Such a policeman would be driven
from his post.

Then read this: Chief Superintendent Alfred Bowley, head
of Nottingham City Police has just made such a statement.
Not about thieves and robbers, but about young girls who
get themselves raped.

If a girl doesn’t expect 1o be approached for some sort of
sexual intercourse then she is clearly too naive to be let out of
the house.’

‘It is pointless to bring an offence of this nature before the
court.”

Chief Superintendent Alfred Bowley, your remarks are
nothing short of a licence for those men who want to use
brute strength for their own sexual satisfaction.

He doesn’t attack the young men who do the raping. He
doesn’t complain about their mistreatment of women. He
doesn’t wonder that men are brought up to think sex is theirs
for the taking. He would b®outraged if they were stealing
purses, but he isn’t when they rape.
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WHO MAKE THE LAWS

The reason Chief Superintendant Alfred Bowley is able to
make such statements at all is because he is one of society’s
guardians. He is the upholder of our moral standards. As a
policeman he is given the responsibility to catch criminals
and law breakers. His ideas of moral standards and ours are
not exactly the same. And who can be surprised.

The recent trial of the Porn Squad in London was all
about moral standards. It wasn’t just bent coppers caught
with their fingers in the till. But coppers caught with their
sticky fingers between the pages of hard porn, and their eyes
glued to reels of blue films.

Policemen are not elected to this position of authority
over the rest of us. We have no say in who appoints himself to
tell us what is right and wrong.

They abuse the power they are given. They fall into the
arms of criminals big and small, and become corrupt. They
learn the ideas that go with corruption. If you are watching
blue films, and being paid handouts from the profits on the
sales, you can’t but expect to be tainted by the idea that
women are there tor nothing more than your own sexual
satisfaction. And if they are not willing, then you take them
by force.

Mr Bowler, you have got it all wrong. We will get out at
night. We will not tolerate rape. You're the one who should
be shut up.
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WOMEN live too long, says
Joyce Percy, of Age Concern.

.. That’s the charity that’s sup-

posed to care for the elderly.

Men work themselves into an
early grave, it seems. So poor
old- society has too many old
women left on its hands. “It
woutd be a good idea if women
could” wear themselves -out
through greater activity,” she
said at a recent conference.
“They would certainly die
earlier then.”

Another Age Concern exs
ecutive added his  views.
“Women are molly-coddled in
_ the sense that they don't have
nervous strain put on them.”
Wait! all you women taking

tranquillisers. Dont jump! All

you women about to hurl
. yourself from the fourteenth
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“floor. Come out! all you women

wasting spaces in psychiatric
hospitals. Age Concern has got
the answer. What you need is
more Nervous Strain. .

Rollup! Roll up! Hurry while
stocks last. What the economy
needs is Nervous Strain,

You too could lpok older, die
vounger.

And \'Nh_v let him keep all

those nice industrial diseases to

himself. We could be.out in
equal numbers falling off scaf-
folding, catching asbestosis,
breathing in coal dust. It’s time
we women got up and organis-
ed. We always get the tedious
jobs. Why shouldn’t the men be
the widows for a change? -

Come, come, Age Concern.
You can do better than that.
In these difficult, inflationary
times we need leaders with
imagination.

We.don't want boring old gas
chambers, That's all been done
before.

How about sea-side work
camps for the ever-sixties? The
unemployed needn’t worry. It

wouldn’t ‘have to be useful
work. You could have the old
dears breaking rocks or digging
holes. Just so long as it wore
them out. .

Alternatively” you could
polish them off in style. Much
cheaper than keeping them for
years on a pension. Feed them
oysters and fillet steak and
champagne for a week with
theatre visits thrown in. They'd
die of shock. Death from
allfuence, the coroner’s report
would say. With civilised ideas
like that Britain could lead the
world. We could have a
Minister for the Orderly Dis-
posal.of the Elderly.

But why stop there? We've

"got two million unemployed.

What about all those fifty-year~
old layabouts wasting their
weekends enjoying themselves?
If you wore them out younger,
you wouldn’t have any pen-
sioners at all. Then mayvbe Age
Concern could shut up and
think again. -

Which mightn’t be such a bad

idea, if bright spark Jovce Percy

is anything to go by.

| Womens
Worid
by Judith

Condon

Crocodle tears

One widow who won’t have
to, worry about pinching pen-
nies is Jacky Kennedy Onassis.

. She's just done a deal with her
late husband's dauzhter for
£11.7 millions. Christine got left
most of the loot, but she -was

- afraid Jacky would
ever making claims

- share. So she bougk
a bit of piece and ¢

could get througu £15,U00 a
year on clothes, £40,000 on staff
and she owned £3!% millions
worth of jewelery. _
Old Onassis got off light
though. Rumour had it he was
about to sue for divorce. If he’d
lived long enough to see it
through Jacky and her lawyers
could have got seven times more
than what Christine handed
over,
Oh! The pain of a husband’s
death. We feel for sou Jacky, we
really do. ’
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SAVE QUR HOSPITALS

I HAVE had two babies in the
Mathers’ Hospital, Hackney which
John Pilger exposed in the Daily
Mirror last month.

During pregnancy there was the

‘unavoidable” three hour wait at
every ' clinic  visit —common to

the picket line. :

almost all maternity units. But my
major problems started on admis-
sion. ’

With the first child I experienced
‘back-ache’ labour—a not uncom-
mon form of labour where severe
back pains replace more usual

EGA FIGHTON

THE fight goes on. That was the message from the Elizabeth
Garrett Anderson Hospital workers and supporters who
picketed outside David Ennals office last week. ‘
As Secretary of State for Health and Social Security he can
rescind the decision to close the hospital. Atthe meeting, with
MPs, union officials and other important peopie, he did go so
far as to say that there was a much greater demand for a
women's hospital than he realised. ‘

That’s one success for the campaign! Now we have to keep
the EGA open: women shouid continue to use the hospital.
Raise support for the EGA wherever you live or work. Invite a
speaker to come to your meeting. Phone 01.387 2501. Help on
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WHAT HOSPITAL
TS MEANTO
MEN

contraction pains. The staff seized
on the fact that { couldn’t pass
water—another sign of advanced
labour--to diagnose ‘kidney trou-
ble’ and sent me home.

My husband had planned to be at
the birth, but when the hospital
assured us that the baby was not due
yet and as he couldn’t afford to take
more time off he went back to work.
But within an hour I was back in
hospitat and my daughter had been
born. My husband arrived 15
minutes later.

This couldn’t happen again—but
it did! Three weeks overdue with my
second baby, 1 went to my usual
clinic appointment and told them I
had just started labour. They knew
better and diagnosing a ‘full
bladder’ they again sent me home.
Again I believed them and sending
my husband to wotk I concentrated
on coping with our 18 month old
daugher. Soon after he left, I was
having contractions every three
minutes. We had no phoneso T went
to a neighbour and tried to reach my
husband, but he was out. For-
tunately he had second thoughts
and was already on his way back
home.

On arrival at the hospital | was
rushed to the labour ward but there
was not even a bed for me to lic on
and no cubicle to undress in so I sat
in a chair doing my breathing
exercises. When 1 knew there was
no time left 1 velled for a nurse—but
1 was ‘exaggerating’ again! At last
they found a bed and I undressed, as
the nurse went to shave me she saw
the baby’s head! My husband was
rushed in and our second daughter
was born.

After both births I was allowed to
hold my babies for only a few
minutes before they were taken
away. While they were washed,
inspected and dressed by - the
midwife I couldn’t even see what
‘was happening. .

Babies were allowed to stay by
their mothers in the wards but I
always felt they were hospital
property, rof mine. Routine wasall

- important. [ was told when to feed.

when to bathe, even when to cuddle

- them. There was no counselling for

mothers with  breast feeding
problems but when [ decided -
bottle feed ] was mzdeatofzeiiiie o
inadequaie.

It was only after coming home
that 1 felt my babies belonged to m2
and not the hospital. and I couid
begin to get to know and love them.
Jeannie Hilton






