


A TERRIBLE story appeared in the papers
recently. A young girl of fourteen has been
prosecuted under a law passed in 1861 for trying to
procure her own abortion. Her brother was also
tried, for buying the ‘noxious substance’ that she
used—Ilaxative pills. They were both found guilty.

The Offences against the Person Act 1s almost
forgotten these days as there are comparatively few
illegal abortions. When it has been used it has been
against backstreet abortionists taking money for
their work. No one knows of it ever having been
used against the woman needing the abortion.
Except now, and the extraordinary decision to
prosecute was taken by no less a person than the
Director of Public Prosecutions. ,

The girl’s baby was stillborn after seven months.
After all the pain and suffering she was then hauled
before the juvenile courts so that more interfering
do-gooders could further humiliate and terrify her.
She was found guilty. What she needed was
sympathy and understanding. Instead she was told
that sex and abortion are both equally a crime.

_The real crime is that there was no help for her.
No one told her she could have an abortion; no one
showed her where to go.

This shattering experience will be repeated over
and over again amongst young and old women
alike if the people who are trying to change the
Abortion Act get their way.

We have progressed since those dark victorian
days when women were not allowed to enjoy sex;
‘when their lives were a ceaseless cycle of pregnancy

+and birth, and prostitutes:provided the pleasure for
men.

Safe contraception has changed all that. Sex
doesn’t equal pregnancy anymore. Women can
plan their lives, go out to work, enjoy to the full the
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years before they have children, and when they
have children, even enjoy sex. As a result we have
made demands, for better jobs, with better pay: we
want job security and maternity leave. Women are
joining trade unions in their thousands. We have
fought for, and won, a measure of control over our
lives which those women fighters of 100 years ago
only dreamed about.

A part of that control is knowing that if
contraception fails, if we can’t take the pill, or use
an [UD, then we can get an abortion. -

It’s not as simple as we would like it to be. There
is a lot of red tape, and delays. The cut-back in the
National Health Service has made all health care
more difficult to get. The prejudices of some
doctors and gynaecologists against abortion
prevent some women getting the permission they
need. In parts of the country you can still only get
an abortion if you pay; but £60 to a charity clinic is
a far cry from £300 to a backstreet abortionist or a
Harley Street Clinic. The 1967 Abortion Act is not
perfect, but it is progress.

For three years now a campaign has been waged
to repeal the Act. Some people argued that the Act
was being abused and needed tighter controls. That
has happened, but their campaign goes on.
Organisations like Life, the Society for the
Protection of Unborn Children, and the Catholic
Church want to scrub the Act altogether; they don’t
believe women should have even that degree of
control over their lives. Sex is not for pleasure, and
certainly not for women'’s pleasure.

There are no lengths they will not stretch to. Life
have threatened doctors with prosecution for
murder for doing late abortions. They have 50 MPs
ready to introduce a Private Member’s Bill in
Parliament to change the law. They tour schools
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with leaflets and films.

Throughout these three years Labour MPs have
vacillated. Some are for. some against; others just
avoid the vote. At the Labour Party Conference in
September the members decided. and voted
overwhelmingly in favour of a woman’s right to
choose.

That stung the Catholic C hurch into action. In
Scotland. the priests are telling their congregations
they cannot vote Labour. If they lose the Catholic
vote in Scotland the Labour Government could
lose the next election.

So within a week of this news, David Ennals, the
Minister for Health, started talks with anti-
abortion MPs to introduce government legislation
on abortion, which will certainly have a speedy
passage through Parliament. It will begin with a
compromise, but once the anti-abortion MPs have
a toe in the door they will force it open. They want
no abortion rights at all.

Once we lose our right to abortion we are on a
slippery slope to losing all the hard-won rights
fought for over a hundred years or more.

The only way to stop that happening is to bring
hundreds and thousands of women into the
campaign. Women who may know little or nothing
of their rights; women who would never want an
abortion themselves but will fight for the principle:
women brought up under the influence of the
Catholic Church. Teachers. nurses and hospital
workers. Women from the housmg estates and the
factories.

Such a mass of women will turn the tide against
the moralists and the MPs. Then we can begin to
build « movement amongst working class women
that will not stop fighting until it has won control
over every corner of our lives,
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‘transformation scene.

and squirrels.

red and blue and green.

down to the pub

EVERY Sunday morninginthe |
park near where 1 live there’s a

Normally it’s just grass, trees

But once a week as if by
magic it all fills up with running
figures, rippling muscles and

It’s the Jads. playing football.
Four pitches, eight teams, a
handful of muffled spectators
and a line of cars all the way

PR

Somectimes 1 go over and
watch. And always a funny
thing starts to happen. [ get this
eeriec smell of Yorkshire pud-
ding in my nostrils.

Down the road in 88 houses
the Sunday dinner’s in the oven.

In 88 kitchens 88 women are

getting ready for their sons and
husbands to come home.

Now don’t get me wrong. |
really like football. As a matter
of fact I support Norwich City.

Years ago my Dad took me
along to see them play. | was
thirtcen then, and Norwich
were struggling near the bottom
of the second division.

My school friend used to go
every week. We both had yellow
and green rosettes pinned on
our satchels. My friend even

had a letter printed in the
Pinkun because they were
always picking on this erratic
inside-right ~ called Tommy
Brycefield and she was in love
with him at the time.

So 1 went along with my Dad
and there were two gates, one
marked Men and the other
marked Boys and [ went in the
one marked Boys and thought
nothing of it.

Anyway. not long after that ]
gave up supporting Norwich
City. That is, 1 made up my
mind to stop caring.

For one thing they were a
pretty emotionally exhausting
team, if you know what | mecan.
Giant-killers away from home
then throw away a two-goal
lead to the bottom of the
division on their own ground.

But aside from that | began to
get the idea that being a football
fan wasn’t really the thing fora

"girl my age. [t was a bit loud and

rough and. well, unfitting.

* * * * * *

THE OTHER night | had a

| dream. It was Saturday after-

noon and 50.000 people were
striding along Tottenham High
Road. It looked like a
demonstration. But they'd all
come out of Whitec Hart lLane.
Only, the unusual thing was,
this was 50.000 women.

An all-women camera crew
had been filming the all-women
match and at half time on
Maich of the Day they had
women pundits with the action
replay.

No, the sports wherc women
have had a look in --like tennis
and show jumping —have been
strictly upper and middle class.
There's a huge audience grow-
ing for them on TV,

But when it comes to local
facilities the best women can
hope for is keep-fit in draughty
halls and the emphasis .on
looking beautiful.

I've been watching the kids
round our way on their skate-
boards. And once again it's
nearly all boys. All that fun and
excitement. 1 wish I could get it
out of my mind that the girls are
at home learning how to do
Yorkshire pudding.




IN FOR A PENNY,

IN FOR A POUND

Edie Dye. Sadie Bean and May
Parkin are out on strike. They are
canteen ladies at the Hackney
British Oxygen depot.BOCworkers
arc demanding a £20 rise.

The Hackney depot has  just
ended another strike - for the
canteen ladies themselves. Last
July. management suddenly
stopped paying ‘coverage’ money

for the overtime worked to fill in for
holidays and sickness.

£30 was taken off their monthly
pay packets. ‘They said they would
rather pay it to charity,” Edie told
Womens Voice.

‘Without the support of the
stewards and men, they would have
done just what they liked. You
couldn’t ask for better support than

.

OUT, FOR UNION
RECOGNITION

TEN of us are out on strike for
union recognition at Gorman’s,
Bloxwich, in the Midlands. We
joined the TGWU in May this year,
but kept it to ourselves because we
knew that if Gorman. our boss,
found oul we would be sacked. We
had tried to join once before in 1966

and were warned then what would”

happen.

But the conditions in the place
deteriorated so much that we were
doing as twice as much work for the
same money, and sometimes pick-
ing up only £7 a week when he was
sending us home during the day. We
decided something had to be done.
We asked the rest of the women if
they would join with us. They were
all for it until the Friday we got our

_redundancy notices. Someone had

been and told him.

Since then Gorman has organised
a ballot inside the factory and they
have all said they do not want a
union. They're all frightened of
loosing their jobs.

We make Pork Scratchings

{crunchy bacon skin sold like crisps)
which are sold under the brand
name of Ernie Rand. The TGWU
are getting pubs not to buy them,
but there are some places, like the
Rushall Labour Club, which still
arc. The unions are also trying to
stop the pig rind in the docks, and
the fat supplies from the makers of
Tulip brand.

Between us we have about 20
children. So he couldn't have picked
a better time. just before Christmas.
Myself, 1 feel so angry about the
whole situation that | get lost for
words.

Barbara Cooper. Gormans picket.

* Womens Yoice Groups in the
Midlands where the Pork
Scratchings are sold should visit
Labour Clubs making sure the
blacking is on, and collecting for the
strike.

* If vou know any women in the
TGWL  organise a collection
amongst them.

what we got - all 137 of them came
out. No doubt in my mind. We
didn’t even have to ask the stewards.

‘Without a union we wouldn't
have stood a chance. No way. After
214 weeks, we got what we wanted.

‘Now we're out again for the wage
rise. Even if T wasnt going to get
anything fromit. l would have come
out. But we are going for the same
as the other workers - £20 a week
and consolidation of past wage
rises.

‘They are a good bunch here, We
are ali one. Definitely.

‘The radio and newspapers said
todav that we are voting to go back
today. You know what publicity is.
They twist it and turn it, They did it
a couple of weeks ago.

‘Put an ad in the Sun. saying what
a good offer they made us. It's just
BBC and BOC trickery. It's not true.

*Also the management sent out
letters to all the men. Lots of their
wives saw the ad in the Sun and saw
the letters. :

‘But the wives were understan-
ding. They knew. They knew their
husbands wouldn't come out if
there wasn’t money in it, if it wasn’t
worth doing.

‘Management never sent us
women letters. Just the men,

‘I have always been in the union. 1
have been offered the manageress
job and turned it down. You can’t
be on both sides of the fence, can
you? If you are a union woman, how
can you go to the other side? I could
sce thraugh it.

‘We want a £20 rise. Out for a
penny. you might as well go out for
a pound'.
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BULLIES CLOSE

HOSPITAL

IT WAS a quict cvening, a
Thursday, and the corridors of
Hounslow hospital were dim and
hushed. Suddenly all was confu-
sion. Elderly patients were bundled
into  the corridor. bewillered.
wrapped only in blankets, carried
off by voung men into waiting vans.
what was going on ... mass kidnap-
ping?

Yes and no. Jacquy Hayman
writes: )

“Hounslow haspital has been the
scene of the most vicious attack yet
on our National Health Serviee.
There is little doubt in anyone’s
mind that the raid on the twentyone
old patients left in the hospital was
carried out brutally, with no con-
gern for the patients and with no
warning 1o any relatives.

Just before the patients were duc
for their nightly drugs, scab am-
butancemen arrived. in mini buses
and vans. and remaoved the patients
to the West Middlesex Hoxpital
about two miles away. The old
people  didn’t know what was
happening  one visitor arrived ta
see her mother and tound she just
wasn't there any more!

" NEWS

\

The old people were bundied into
the corridors without even being
given time 1o dress or collect their
belongings. The only genuine con-
cern came from the nursing statf
who have been running the cam-
paign to stop the closure for 18
months.

In a community like ours where
there is a recognised lack of
old people’s homes, Hounslow has
heen more than just a hospital. It is
a place elderly people considered
their home—where they were cared
for as individuals and received the
attention that isn't possible in a
large understaffed hospital like the
West Middiesex.

But to the bullies of the Arca
Health Authority, such hospitals
are surplus to requirements’ (whose
requirements?). and they don’t care
a bitil the old and sick are rough-
handled and upset as long as they
save money by cutting cut hospitals
and putting more work on the
shoulders of the nursing staff at the
remaining ones.

Iy our NHS. we pay taxes to
keep it running. and it's up to all of
us, wherever we work. to fight the
closure of any hospital,

A MATTER OF
LIFE AND

DEATH

‘I LOST my baby because the local hospital casualty
department had been shut down by the cuts. That is
why. | went on the demonstration to save Plaistow
maternity hospital. Shirley Sliwinski told Womens

Voice her story.

1 was & months pregnant and
stiving  with - my  mother  in
Haslemere,  Surrey. for  the
weekend. T woke up with terrible
stomach pain, Mum got the Doctor
and he said the buaby was alright but
I should go straight to hospial,
That's where the problem started.
The local hospital casualty depart-
ment had been closed down and so
we had to get an ambulance to come
12 miles from Guidltord and then
take me buack 12 miles. There is a
Jeottage’ type nursing home but they
have no facilitics for any emergen-
cres.

All the wav T was in absolute
agony even though the Doctor had
given me aninjection. When [ got to
Guildlord  they listened  to the
hahv's heart and did some tests.
They told my husband that the baby
way dead bul that it was best not to
tell me.” Then they induced me
and 1 went inte Jull labour. It
wis awlul because idead baby can’t
help to push its way out into the
world. T had injections every 20
minutes. and though it was bad. 1
was still excited about my baby
being horn and so | said 10 Ken
‘Don't worry we are going to he
parents taday”. He stayed with me
all the time knowing I was sutiering

far nothing. -

I oheard anc semor nurse say
‘Dan’t waorry she can push it out. no
need lor an anaesthetic’. But in the
end they did find an ancasthetist.
there waant one on duty on a
Sunday. They knocked me out lor
the last halt Hour and did a forceps
delivery.

When [ came round §asked Ken.
*Where's the baby', and he said.
“They couldn®t save it The shack
was ternible, I'd been through all
that. and the haby was dead.

I'hey did not knaw haw to cope
with me. T was kept in for 2 more
davs in the ante-natal ward. Fyvery
time there was a“shift change’ a new
nurse would come in cheerity and
sav. ‘And how many months
pregnant are you!' The consultant
could only sav *Bad luch, old girl.
Ken came up with some (lowers on
the Monday morning and they only
let him in alter he argued that the
flowers would dic it he didn’t give
them to me. 1 het the Duchess of
Kent got more sympathetic treat-
ment when it happened to her last
month! Ken visited me for 214 hours
the next day.

1 found out afterwards, that I'd
had APH (accidental placental
hemarrhage) and if there'd been a



local hospital and 1I'd had a guick
operation, then the baby could
paossibly have been saved.

But my problems did not end
there. 1 had a breakdown and
couldn't face 1o go out alone. I was
scared to be on my own at all. The
doctor gave me valium and |
beeame dependent on it. | got
pregnant three months later and
was worried stiff because valium can
“affect unborn babies and vet 1
couidn’t manage without it. Thavea
disposition to APH apparently but
the London Hospital kept a close
eye on me and induced me as soon
as the placenta stopped. so now we
have a beautiful boy. It'sinteresting
that all the way through my second
pregnancy Guildford hospital never
sent on my medical notes. even
though the London kept asking for
them!

Even though the baby is five
manths now | am still not my old
selt, some days T can't cope at all
and Ken is also changed byitall, itis
amazing that we have stuck it out.

l.ife was a nightmare for twelve
months. | feel now that I should
have been told that the baby was
dead. They assumed that 1 was some
kind of idiot. women are always
being treated like that. 1 am a
sensible person and if I'd known,
I'm sure the shock which caused all
the problems that followed, and are
still ‘with me, could have been
avoided.

Sodon't iet them close down your
local hospital or any departments.
Its OUR national heaith service and
they are ruining it. A department in
the smallest hospital closed. can
mean a very important life lost.

T

Interviewd by Jeannie Holborow

FIGHT
ON

THE ACTION Committec at
Plaistow Maternity Hospital are
keeping their fight going with deter-
mination.

This week they put their case to
Newham Council und a meeting of
the Community Health Council --
‘in no uncertain terms.

While they are running the
hospital, they also want to do
something to improve its
appearance. The first step will be a
paint-in early in November.

Feelings against the closure
among people in Newham is quite
strong. The local Womens Voice
group has held street meetings in
East Ham High Street for the past
two weeks, We sold badges and
asked people to sign a petition
saying they wanted the hospital
kept open. People were actually
quening up to sign the petition.
Jane Ure Smith

Copy date for news for the
December issue of
Womens Voice
18 November

STOP THE CUTS

IN EVERY part of the country women are
fighting the cuts: women who work in
hospitals, like the Plaistow maternity and
Hounslow; women wno can’t go back to work
because the nurseries have been closed;
women who resent the cuts in their children’s
standard of education. All these, and more.
The people who could lead a big campaign
to stop the cuts in Government spending, the
trade union leaders for all the workers in these
industries, haven’t got the guts to do it. They
don’t mind shadow boxing with the
Government but they're not prepared 1o go
any further than that. _
They have called a week of Action to
Stop the Cuts for November, but it will be up
to us, the women whose jobs are at stake and
the women most affected by the cuts, to do
something.

YOU CAN MAKE NOVEMBER 23 A
REAL DAY OF ACTION.

Are you fighting for a nursery? Why not
occupy the council steps that day. Persuade
the women you know who do have jobs in
nurseries to come down to your picket at
lunchtime.

Are your schools being cut? If you work in a
school a strike would really hit them where it
hurts most. If that’s not possible, then a
lunchtime demonstration, with some of the
mums is next best.

Small meetings, small pickets, small
demonstrations, are better than big nothings.

And if you start the ball rolling now, who
knows, maybe the teachers in the school
down the road, the hospital workers in your
hospital, the NALGQO members in the town
hall will hear about it and demonstrate too.

EVERY WOMENS VOICE GROUP CAN
HELP ORGANISE SOMETHING FOR
THAT DAY.

23 November: Stop the Cuts




TENANTS on the Hendham Vale
estate in Manchester are keepingup
their campaign against the Methane
gas which 1s being released on the
estate. A petition ta the Tory Mayor
of  Manchester got some much
awaited publicity inthe Manchester
Evening News. And the City

Architect suggested the tenants try
living in Birmingham! He is so surc
there is no gas that when the Jast of
the holes in the road has been fitled
in he is going to erect a 12 foot
ventilating  chimney  outside 22
Calthorpe Avenue!

The tenants say: If there's no gas
we don't need u chimney. If we necd
a chimney we shouldn't be living
here at all.!

Fed wup with 1the constant
promises about something being
done and nothing happening the
Tenants Assaciation organised a
visit to the local Councillors, when
they were not expecting it! We have
given the councillors another three
days to get the chimney stopped or

-the tenants moved out. If not. direct

action will be taken!
Sandy Rose

AN ESTATE ON

TRANQUILLISERS

THE Manchester Evening News
this week carried a {ront page story
about our estate.

Gillian Yates— who lives on the
Hulme estate- tried to commit
suicide.

She is depressed because she is stuck
there—-day in, day out with two
young children, and afraid to go out
in case the flat is burgled.

She took an overdose of her
tranquillisers. That was news for a
day. The next day. of course, the
Manchester Evening News had
fargotten about Gillian Yates, and
something else hit the headlines.

This estate. is infamous. The
Peopie's Rights Centre have just
isswed a report about Hulme that
gives some horrifying statistics.

They say that local doctors
prescribe 250,000 tranquillisers a
month to people in Hulme.

This statistic gave the Evening
News a headline Drug Wives
Lash the Living Hell of Hulme".

They might have added *Drug
companies profit from Hulme
families’ misery™.

Manchester  Carporation now
have a policy of not hausing
families above the third tloor. But
many women with babies and
young kids are still waiting to be
rchoused.

In our bouvk we've got two lifts,
but onc is permanently out of order.
When the other one goes you either
stay at home or heave the shopping
and prams down 64 steps and up
again.

Last year a child fell over a -

balcony and was killed. Some of the
women were so angry they formed
an action group. By demonstrating
and disrupting council meetings
some ol them eventually got rehous-
ed.

Thissummer a council subcom-
mittee threatened to close down
Hulme Library. one of the few
Tacilitics on the estate,

But after two big protest
meetings. the council changed their
mind.

All people want is a decent house
with a garden for the kids 1o play in.
Penny Kay

THE climax of a week of activity by
Manchester childminders was a
march through the town centre on
August 27th. They aimed to
publicise their work, inform ‘other
childminders of the help that’s
available, and plead with the local
authority for more support and aid.

Mary Lowndes is a trained
nursery nurse who prefers childmin-
ding, and has made a loving home
(with her husband) for many
children. She says that all types of
pre-school provision are necessary.
Some children need a smaller space,
or a closer relationship to an adult
than others.

Childminders are attempting to
organise themselves-—a conference
in Bradford in July brought infor-
mation from all over. That was
when Manchester women realised
how little support they get from the
local authority. Other areas provide

‘snooping

toys and equipment, specialised
social workers, information and
contact, and some rare authorities
take the money from the parent
(according to their circumstances)
and add to it—and then pay a
wage to the childminder.

That is what Mary would like to
see—so that the women who do this
work would end up with more than
the 6p an hour they get at the
moment, after food. washing
materials, toys, repairs and so on.

All attempts to organise have
been hampered by lack of informa-
tion about minders. Nobody has an
up-to-date list, so contact is dif-
ficult. Many minders are reluctant
to admit to their job, afraid of
local authority

inspectors’—or taxes. They don’t
realise the claims that they could
make, and in fact Mary’s friends
were staggered to find themselves
better off after discussing their
finances openly. ’

§ ,
RAMILLA PATEL marched on her own through the
streets of Hyde on Saturday, 8 October. :

Behind her—just 20 yards behind—was Martin ‘Fatty’
Webster, of the National Front—doing his ‘solo march’.

Ramilla told Womens Voice about it.

‘I was halfway down Webster's route. There were
about 200 Socialist Worker Party members lining the
route.

‘I jumped out into the road about 20 yards ahead of
him. Ali the press were around him and the police! I've
never seen so many police. There must have been
about 1000. ‘

The press surrounded me when they saw me. That
was a surprise.

I marched about 80 yards—down to the square. | was
paralyzed. | was so scared.

We couidn’t let Webster get away with it, could we?
He keeps going on about freedom of speech. What
about freedom of speech for young blacks when they
have their heads kicked in by fascists?

| marched right to the end. The square was massed
with police. Obviously | couldn’t get through them.

I had to do it. We had to show them up as being real
thugs.

By the way, none of the papers | gave a statement to
mentioned me. Only a reporter from Bolton where 'm
from got a line in the People. Other than that, none of
the national papers reported it.

L " ]

For further information contact
Mary Lowndes, 4 Linden Park,
Manchester 19. Jan Brown,
Manchester

The women who do this vital
work must get together. Mary’s piea
to anyone who reads this and is a
minder is—organise.




EVERY week inStarsky and Hutch
men chase, attack. fight one
another. You'll hardly ever see a
man hit a woman--that is what goes
on off the glamourous TV screen,
. behind net curtains._ .
” The person who first publicised
what went on between those four
walls is Erin Pizzey. We spoke to her
recently at Chiswick Womens Aid
Centre about her work over the last
four vears and her fight with
Hounslow Council in particular.

Originally Chiswick Womens
Aid Centre had an urban aid grant
of £10,000 which was withdrawn
hecause of “illcgal” overcrowding.
The refuge can officially take 35
persons including children. [t
always has 70 occupants and
sometimes up to [00." Because
Chiswick Womens Aid Centre is so
famous. women are sent by social
workers from all over the country,
as well as from London.,

The refuge operates an open door
policy at all times, no person is ever
turned away. What thisall means to
Hounslow Council is a huge
problem on their doorstep. that
they don’t want. But taking away
the grant trom Chiswick Womens
Aid Centre didn't make the refuge
go away. 5o they tried sending Frin
Pizzey to prison. But for the
momeni that hasn't worked either.

Erin herself comes from a violent
background and sees the problem as
one of violence —“the vicious circle
of violence---children subjected to
battering become vialent adults and
in turn brutalize their children and
families.” What Erin tries to do is
break this vicious circle, teach
people to control their violence,

- Violence exists in middle class
and working class lamilics alike -
When the middle class woman gets
battcred and undoubtedly it goes
on- she may have the ecanomic
independence to po away with her

NO PLACE T0 GO

children to another home. Even if
she personally hasn't pgot the
available funds, one of her friends
may, and that’s where the difference
in class lies.

Although working class women
have friends they are usually in the
same financial position as the
battered woman herself. The work-
ing class woman will endure her

A

hardship for a long, long time
before she’ll try to get the man out
of the home and leave her and her
children in peace.

But she is up against the most

amazing barrage of “experts” who
will assure her her place is with her
husband and kids and “their ™
home. He will improve, if only given
time and wnderstanding. He toa
suffers  like she does, but she
unfortunately carries the broken
ribs and scars of years of violence.

Even if the woman has an
injunction out against her husband,
a piece of paper which is supposed
to keep him out of the matrimonial
home, the police will not physically
enforce it. Even when he returns
and forces entry. even if he beats her
again.

Only tpstaffs and baliffs can
enforce the injunction and they
work 9am-5pm five days a week. So
after maybe vears of intimidation,
traumatised children, the battered
wife may eventually leave her man,
still  believing she loves him,
still feeling a lot of faults in their
marriage are her making. Knowing
somehow she must provide a roof.
clothing and food for her family.
she goes to a refuge.

There, whether it is the Chiswick
Centre or one of the hundred
refuges run by the Womens Aid
Federation, she will find a lot of
sympathy, practical help. workers
prepared to go to court with her.
fight for her matrimonial home
back {minus the offending husband)

ﬂ

PRINCESS ANNE has got another gift from Mummy.
its ANOTHER 600 acre estate - value £250,000. (it

would take an ordinary worker about 100 years to earn

that).

"750 FAMILIES could be housed for two years with
the money the Queen has just spent for Anne’'s two

estates.

Britain's not overcrowded. The problem is just that
we have one (royal) family taking up over 1000 acres of
beautiful Cotswolds, while the rest of us squeeze into
council flats or squat in derelict houses in Stepney or

Kirkby.

Chiswick Womens Aid,
Hounslow. Perhaps the Council
will resport to the sort of tactics
the Area Health Authority used
at Hounslow Hospital, and just
evicl the women. Then where
will they go? That's the problem
Hounslow Council  doesn’t
want (o deal with.

Phots by Angela Phillips

fight for the custody of her children.
Try to pull her life back together
again. Try to humanise her kids
wha have been brought up to accept
violence in their homes from babtes.
But it’s unlikely she’ll ever rid
herself of the fear of her man
returning. finding her new home,
watching the kids come out of
school. trying to snatch them. Will
he see her shopping and follow her
haome?

The refuge can't stop that fear,
but it can hzlp 1 many other ways.
Diane Watts and Alison Kirton

JUDGES
ATTACK

Since fewer people are marrying
and more living together per-
manently the 1976 Domestic
Violence Act extended protection
to the unmarried woman living with
a man as husband and wife in the
same household.

LAST month three [.ord Justices
decided in  their  anti-feminist
bigotry to drive a coach and horses
through the recent legal gains won
for battered women.

" This case concerned on un-
married woman who was battered
by the man she has lived with forten
vears. the father of hér twao children.

They are joint tenants
of their council house. A
County Court ordered him to

vacate their council house and to
stop molesting her. in line with the
new Domestic Violence Act.

But the man appealed against the
court decision, won the appeal, so
that now the woman and kids have
nowhere to live, except with him!

How the hell is it possible that
women's legal rights are so blatantly
ripped up before the ink has barely
dried on the statute book?

In Women's Voice (August issue)
we warned that precisely because
this legislation was an important
gain for women. the Judges would
trv and over-rule some sections of
the Act.

The explanation of the judgesisa
technical one. This new legislation
which recognises the rights of the
unmarried “wife™ clashes  with
existing matrimonial law (relating
to properly married people) and
their Lordships decided that
elaborate legislative code couldn’t
be undermined.

The battle for battered women’s
rights on paper was won ... but the
war goes on.

Nina Gosling.
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SPUC OFF THE AIR!

ABORTION NEWS

MIDLANDS-
ABORTION

BLACK SPOT

1 F WEST Midlands.
Wobierhampton and Dudley area
fuve the worst  abortion  re-
cord in the  country. Oniy 7

peroowent of  the  abortions  in
1975 were on the National Health,
lcaving the remaining 93 per cent of
women te pay for their abortions.
Many others were scared off by
unsympathetic  doctors  and
gvnaecologists and either had to
have an often dangerons—
backstreet whortion or have*an
unwanted child. And yet in the same
year other arcas of the country had
93-95 per cent of abortions on the
National Health.

Walverhampton Womens Voice
have been  fighting the anti-
abortionists by campaigning for
better tacilitics, petitioning in the
streets, leafleting.

Ann Moran of Wolverhampton
WV reparts further:-

“But it was our activity on
Thursday morning (7 October) that

caught the headlines (and even [TV
news!) and the issue is still being
discussed in the local paper. Ex-
press & Star.

“We had been informed that a
speaker tfrom “LIFE” was going to
address fifth  ,rmers at a local
Church of t. land Comprehen-
sive, and that ~he headmater had
tefused to have a pro-ubortion

“apeaker, So we gave out leaflets to

older pupils at the school calling on
school students to aceept what they
hear as only one opinion. and 1o
recognise that there are many pro-
abortionists. The hcadmaster was
hysterically angry and  grabhed
leatlets from ‘the students. More of
us returned at the end ofschoolday,
with an Express & Star
photographer, and were able to give
out mor leaflets by the school gates
on a public road. The photographer
arrived just when the headmaster
was prabbing leaflets and pushing a
woman around!

SLAVERY IN THE KITCHEN

ON MONDAY 13th October 204
workers at the L.ondon Metropole
Hotal in the Edgeware Road came

out on strike. They were told it -

would he made official in three days
by their union. the Goneral and
Municipal  Workerr  Union.
However, on the Wednesday they
were ordered back to work by their
fulltime  officials becausc their
wage demand of a 28 per cent rise
would break the Government’s pay
policy. Some went back to work
because of management intimida-
tion, but 60 hotel workers are still
out,demandinga decent wage -£50
minimum for everybody. Women's
Vaoice interviewed a few of the 30
women who are still on strike:-

CATHSHUTTLEWORTH: “I'ma
chambermaid, 1 take home £3kper
week after tax, and another £11 is
then deducted to pay for this
dreadful hostel that management
provide. The €11 is supposed to
include food, but the foad’s so bad
that we go out and bhuy cur awn.
The hostelis o poor that everybody
moves out as quickly as they can.
£20 isn't enough to live on in
London. not with £2 a week going
on fares to get to work. The people
pay £22.50 a night lor a single room
in the hotel. £27.50 lor a double
room the single rate has just gone
up £6  we haven'tseenany of it. On
the hotel bill a service charge of

12 I5per cent is added  but we -

don’t get uny of that and no tips
eirther,!™

NEW.

Sadic Tevis: “We don't care if we
have to'break the Government's puy
policy we can't live on our
wages  we need £30 minimum.
Everybody works here as a stapgap
measure: they leave as soon as they
can find a better job. A lot of
Spanish  girls  work  here -the
managers threatened that if they
went on strike they would not renew
their work permits, so many of them
have gone back. Its terrible the way
the managers have tried to in-
timidate us, bhefore we went on
strike {we gave 24 hours notice) and
afterwards,

I'hey dragged one Fillipino girl
off the picket line. They still hang
around here  they've been round to
the hostel and fats to persuade
people to go back to work.'

Cath: “The hotel is owned by
Lonrho property company - their
profits are tremendously high
they can casily afford to give us
higher wages.”

Sadie: “Yes, we are determined to
beat the management. We need alt
the help we can pet. financial
support and people. because it’s a 24
hours picket and there are 7
eatrances lor 60 people to work. We
must change the situation of luxury
in the bedrooms and slavery in the
kitchens.™

Donations and messages of support
lo:-

Allan Gage. 76 Hatherley Road.
Walthamstow. Londan, F17
Sheita Mitchell

-

WE WON a smaii victory over the anti-abortionists in

Manchester.

A Piccadilly radio disc jockey put out an advert for
the SPUC/Life motorcade in central Manchester. Not
oniy that. but he quoted from their disgusting literature
‘This is in protest at the 12 million unborn chiidren
murdered since the 1967 Abortion Act.’ As if it were a
fact that all his listeners wouid agree with!

Three of us immediately phoned in to protest. We
demanded time on the same programme to advertise
two Womens Voice street meetings on abortion, and
aiso the national demonstration on 29 October.

The reporter in charge was embarrassed.He rang
back to say he couldn’t arrange what we wanted, but he

had stopped any

further adverts for the anti-

abortionists going out that day.
So it's worth challenging local radio rubbish!

————————— .

EARLY IN Octoher. St. Albans
Womens Voice group discovered
that an anti-ahortion strect theatre
was performing the following day.
We immediately produced a leaflet.
putting the case lor a woman’s right
to choose and organised a mass
distribution Tor the next day. We
found Satuday shoppers very sym-
patketic and o number stopped to
help us give vut the leatlets. Wealso
collected money  for our local
abortion campaign,

The Tollowing Saturday we took
to the strects ourselves armed with
petitions,  placards, leatlets and
buckets  tor a  collection.  We
arganised a Womens Voice public

JOIN THE MASS
PICKET

meeting on the Labour Party’s anti-
abortion deal. Our  petitioning
continued  for two  weeks and
included collecting signatures out-
side a local factory. We got a
thousand signatures with no trou-
ble.

We are carryving on alter Qctober
29 by picketing “the local MP,
Goodhew. who is & member of the
anti-ubortion group Life. We'll be
on the demonstration  in Bir-
mingham because to quote one
woman in the street. “'m not
having no bloody rich cranks telling
me what to do with my body.™

Viv Pope. St Adbans,

t va;mrl)

i

Anddrew

Pharo:

I they had wanted to. the trade union leaders who make up the TUC General
Council could have won the dispute at Grunwicks. They could havestapped
services to the North London factory. but they chose not to. They have
talked a lot, but done nothing. Mrs Desai. seen here arguing outside the
TUC with Lawrence Daly ol the miners union. hasn't given up the light veo

On November 7 there is (o be anather mass picket of the factory, Be there
il you can: bring your workmates. and trade union branch banner. Show
Grunwicks and the 1 UC that we are still prepared to tight tor the right 1o

join a trade union.

\

e ——
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Sixty vedrs ago this month in Russia, all the things we dream about
suddenly became possible.
Frem out of a war, the workers rose up and overthrew the system
that oppressed them.
And in the midst of that revolution,
hand in hand with it came . . .

-VOLUTION OF THE

n International
Womens Day 1917 the
working women of
Petrograd took to the streets.
Thewr - banners demanded
bread and herrings. and an
endtothe war. Women textile
workers, housewives,
soldiers’ wives, marched on
the parliament building, call-
ing out thousands of workers
from the factories along the
~2v So began the February
Sz oiLtion ’ :
- the next few months
= ¢ be enacted some of
=~ wtsigmificant events in
- =~ msrone To begin with
aixtcation of the
= s eginning of a
:ry system of

government. Reforms,
including votes for women,
were introduced. But the
government, led by Kerensky,
were determined to pursue
the war against Germany
They had no answer for the
demands of the workers.
Russian society was in a
turmoil. Those events on
womens day had unleashed
from ordinary men and
women all the energy and
imagination that had been
checked, curbed and confined
under the old system
Suddenly anything was
possible Workers could hold
mass meetings and discuss
running their own factories
Peasants organisations sent

delegates thousands of miles
to demand a better life.
Women workers continued

their agitation for their rights -

at work and in the home.
The middle-class tiberals
could not find the answers
Even the revolutionaries
were unsure what to do next
Almost alone of all the
Bolsheviks Lenin argued that
the revolution could become
a workers' revolution. The
workers did not have to wait
for decades of bourgeois
government to play
themselves out. We can seize
power now. he said. We can
transform Russia into a
socialist  society. And in

calendar, the workers and
soldiers and sailors rose to
the call.

They seized control of their
factories and offices. They
threw out the provisional
government. They created
their own assemblies,
directly elected. They held
meetings that went on all day
and night, always arguing,
working out the new forms
and priorities. :

This is the story of the
Russian Revolution. When
working men and waomen
marched onto the stage of
history, just sixty years ago,
within living memaory, never
again to be forgotten.

Qctober, or November in our
-
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' ne of the mightiest
tasks of the new
government was

welfare. There were half a
million children in the care of
the authorities, and millions
of sick and disabled soldiers.
Imagine being placed in
charge of dealing with such
problems in a country the size
of Russia. Then imagine the
prevailing conditions.

Yet even through civil war
andfamine, through repeated
invasions. and all the chaos
that came in their wake, the
revolutionary government
made great advances in
providing security for the
orphans and refugees, for the
sick and the elderly.

in charge of welfare was
Alexandra Kollontai,
Boishevik central committee
member, and an active
revolutionary since 1905,

Before Kollontai could take
over at the Ministry of Social
Welfare, she had to battle
with the high ranking civil
servants. They refused to

hand over the keys, went on
strike to try to sabotage the
new government. So Kollon-
tai had to send for a band of
Red Guards and sailors to
break into the treasury.

She reorganised the
department from below and
gave every worker a vote. She
discovered that corruption in
government departments had
wasted miilions of rubles,
under the old regime. Now
this money saved would give
her a good start at the new
social security programme.
Then she proposed taking
over all the weaith of the
monasteries and convents,

and turning them into
children’s homes
Children’'s  homes and

homes for the elderly were
placed under the demecratic
control of all whe lived and
worked in them. Then Kollon-
tai raised more -money by
taking a monojopy on playing
cards! She said they were a
luxury, so they should be
heavily taxed. The price went
up from thirty rubles a dozen
to three hundred and sixty
ruhles. And there were plenty
of rich people who were
prepared te pay up.

One of the revolution’'s
greatest achievements was
the improvement of services
to aid childbirth. Kollontai
founded the Palace of
Motherhood as a model for
institutions all over Russia to

Turkmenian women, from the central Asian deserts, learn to
read. One of the principal tools to abolish social injustice
and inequality was to be education.

The day after the workers had seized power, a. decree went
out establishing the principles fur a new democratic system

of education

The size of the challenge was enormous. Eighty per cent of

| the population could not read or write. In the provinces of

central Asia, the north and the east, literacy was almostnon
existent. Many of th:: minority nationalities had no written

language at all

pravide classes and care for
pregnant women. It wa
arranged that mothers coul
come there for eight week
prior to the birth of their chil
and remain for eight week
after. Meanwhile help wa
sent into the homes to tak
care of the other children.

Kollantai's appreoach. as
represeniative of the new
workers’ government was in
great contrast to the woman
she took over from at the

Ministry of Welfare,
Countess Panina. In July
1917, Kollontai was im-

prisonedin the Peter and Paul
Fortress, for criticising the
liberal provisional govern-
ment led by Kerensky

By October, their situation|
was reversed. For when th
Bolsheviks came to powe
Countess Panina led the
strike of cwil servants and
refused to hand over the
ninety thousand rubles of
state funds that were in her
possession. So she went on
trial before a revolutionary
tribunal.

The Countess was a fierce
opponent of Kollontai. This
absurd Madame Kollontai’,
she said, ‘invites the servants
to come and sit in armchairs
at her meetings. Such things
cannot be! What can they
know of social reforms or
technical training?’

ix weeks after the
Srevolunon the church’s
control over marriage

was broken and replaced by
civil ceremony. Marriage was
to be a contract between
equals, freely entered into.
The distinction . between
legitimate and illegitimate
children was  abolished.
Divarce - almost impossible
under tsardom - was made
easy, on the basis of mutual
agreement. The husband’s
legal domination within the
family was .ended, and
women could decide on their
own names and citizenship.

Equal pay was introduced.
The professions, including
government, were to be open
to women. Pregnant women
could no longer be dismissed
and would receive maternity
benefits. In 1920 abortion
was legalised.

The Bolshevik Party was
pledged to the full social and
political equality of women.
These legat reforms were the
first steps taken in realising
the dream.

They also provided a
reference point for the con-
tinuing education and agita-
tion among women. The party
devejoped a network of

‘No party or revolution
~ dreamed at striking sc
oppression and inequ

Soviet, Bolshevik re
Over here in Soviet Ru
any ineqguality betwes

under tt

Soviet power has elim
the especially disg
hypocritical inequa
marriage and the fam
respect of

The second and most
abolition of the privat
and the f.

This and this alone

towards a comp
emancipation of wo
from "Household sl
transition from |
housekeeping to lar
domestic

LENIN, on Internation.
supplement to F

women's centres, or women’s
departments, through which
to launch campaigns, to bring
women together to articulate
their needs and ensure they

were represented in
governmental decisions. The
women’'s section - The
Zhenotdel began to be
organised in the summer_of
1917. At the 8th Party Con-
gress in 1919 the women's
section was established un-
der the direction of the party's
leading committee.

When the revolution was
defeated many of these ad-
vances were lost, The new
soviet state was isolated by
the failure of other socialist
revolutions in other coun-
tries. Stalin came to take total
power and began to wipe out
all opposition.

The women'ssections ofthe
party were destroyed. Co-
education was abolished.
Divorce became more dif-
ficult to get, and divorcees
were not able to join the
party. Homosexuals were
branded decadent and by
1936 10,000 gays were im-
risoned. Protective legistation
was removed, discussion of
sexual rights was ruled out,
and a sickening cult of
motherhoctd was begun to
encourage women to bear
children. Those who bore ten
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or more were awarded the
title, ‘heroines of the state.’
The bureaucrats under
Stalin even decreed that in a
society where there was no
unemployment women had
no right to decline ‘the joys of
motherhood’. So they made
abortion illegal once more. As
Trotsky wrote from exile in
The Revolution Betrayed,
they displayed the philosophy
of a priest backed up with the
powers of a policeman.
Sadly the many gains of the
revolution were being rolled
back, and these wider
questions - of sexual
freedom, of building a new
basis for reiationships free
from economic duress - those
wide dreams and hopes of the
early days of the revolution
were postponed until the day
- when a new era of revolution
* would take them up again.

‘They come
From the machines

.

From the land and washtubs

Under red kerchiefs
Tucking in the strands,
Hundreds of thousands

Of women delegates

Elected
To build and govern.”
Mayakovsky.

The arrest of Alexandra
Koilontai in July 1917, for
criticising the Kerensky

- government. The sexistcap-

tion reads ‘The Arrest of that
Lenin Woman!’ The suitcase
is marked ‘compromising
documents.’

hat was life like for
women in Russia
before 19177 Russia

was a vast country with a tar-
reachingempire. Most people
worked on the land as
peasants, living in primitive,
far-flung villages. Peasant
women were little more than
slaves, to carry water, cook,
scrub, milk the cows, toil in

the fields, and wait hand and
foot on their husbands. They
were worn down with cons-
tant childbearing.

In peasant families the
custom was for the bride’s
father to present her new
husband with a whip - which
then hung over the marriage
bed in between being used on
her. Fathers and brothers
exercised the power of life or
death over young women
who dared to refuse an
arranged marriage.

in the eastern regions,
polygamy was practised, and
women were veiled. But in
the cities, life was very
different. There were huge
factories producing textiles
and steel. Thousands of
women were employed inthe
textile factories, in the food
and tobacco industries, in
laundries, and as servants to
the rich.

Their numbers in the
workforce had grown and
grown because employers

Mosiem Caucasian women come to a meeting to hear a

socialist speaker.

discovered that women were
cheaper to employ, and were
less likely to organise tracs
unions. The war broughteve-
maore women into produc::ic”
as men were sentoff to die a*
the front.

For these women toc  *=
was hard. They had bes-
drawn into unskiited ara ‘s,
paid work. They feared Ics =2
their jobs through pregran:.
and often worked right _c
until they were in labo.-
Only a small proportion we-=
organised into trade uniors
They lived in terrible crampec
conditions, with  severa:
families sharing a singie
room. Hours were long

Russian society was
dominated by the Tsar, whao
clung to his absolute power
and resisted reforms. The
tsarist secret police clamped
down on any attempts by
workers to fight for a better
life, and many trade union
and political leaders were
forced to flee into exile.

0

Wives of the once-wealthy
attempt. to sell their
possessions to passers by.

Louise Bryant, an American

journatist who visited
Russia as soon as she heard
the revolution had taken
place, described her first
impressions in the streets of
Petrograd.

In window after window
there were flowers and cor-
sets, flase hair and jewel-
studded dog-collars. The
class of women who had
need of such finery had fled.
But the traders had
somehow not yet come to
terms with the new reality
And outside hotels were
braided commissionaires,
their sashes all faded and
bedraggled. There were no
ionger any nch ladies
waiting to be helped from
their carriages




era Alexeyeva fought as
Va captain in the Red
Army. In the months
following the revolution she
led agroup of guerillafighters
on horseback, hunting down

the Whites in the Ukraine.

| Afterwards she was
‘|'transferred to a local
zhenotdel, (women’s
| department) arganising

peasant women who had
started work in a textile
factory. The way she

-describes the development of

women in those meetings,
their change of
consciousness, she could be
speaking of a Womens Voice
meeting in 1977,

At the first meeting ... 'One
after another got up and
talked of her own problems.
Each one told how she had
suffered during the
revolution and famine. How
could she get work, why
should so much misfortune
have been visited on her?

‘Now the women are
talking about our problems -
how we can organise day
nurseries to take care of our
children and how we can
improve our conditions. That
is a great advance, to have got
the women to think and act
collectively.’

‘There are plenty of women
we couldn’t get to come near
a meeting - but when we give
them something practical -
look how they come!” . . . so
the yomen's clubs discussed
babies and sewing, politics
and sex, childbirth and the
need to free themselves from
housework.

he Bolshevik Party
T was slow to realise the

need to organise
women. They tended to
think women a backward
part of the working class.
There was a division
between the middle-class
feminists and the socialists.
The feminists called for
women of all classes to
unite. They tried to organise
cooks and maids. Kollantai
praised their efforts, but she
spoke sarcastically of the
aim to bring maid and their
grand lady employers into
the same orgainsation.

It was the militancy and
determination of women
workers in a series of strikes
throughout Petrograd and
Moscow between 1910 and
1914 that made the best of
the Bolsheviks change their
mind.

No one could deny now -

the power of women, strik-
ing against the sexist and
uncouth behaviour of
foremen. demanding higher
wages, and pregnancy leave
and no victimisation, pulling
out the men to support

In 1913 the Bolshevik Party began a

fortnightly publication of a women's paper
called ‘Rabotnitsa’, (The 'Woman Worker').
It dealt with a wide range of women’s
concerns, Including maternity pay. child
care. votes for women, the problems of
working women in the family, and a
demand for women factory inspectors.
After only seven issues the.war began, and
Rabotnitsa was closed down by the police.
It began weekly publication once more in
the spring of 1917,

them.

The Bolsheviks demanded
the full social and political
equality of women. Now
they had to start transfor-
ming their ideals into prac-
tical agitation. The women
in the party took the lead.

in spite of all the
backwardness in that ex-
traordinary country, the
Bolsheviks showed they

would fight for women's

liberation and socialism
together. The meost far-
reaching reforms followed
close on the heels of the
revolution. Women and men
workers together took the
stage of history. They didn’t
push off women’s liberation
to some rosey time in the
future, they worked to
create the conditions for
freedom in the here and
now.

A letter from the Moscow
area

‘Dear Comrades, it's very
difficuit for us women to be
able to do political work.
Especially when we have
these god-given husbands -
as many of us working

% women do, who are used to
:seeing @ woman as a slave .

2 and don't want to look on her
& as a companion.

‘It's not only husbands who
have these ideas, often male
comrades are not true
friends. -“You are only a
woman, and it's not your
place to be deciding things.”

‘And you often hear them
say, “'l would never allow my
wife to work for the party. |
wouldn't stand for my wife
deserting the children. And

g just imagine getting home

and finding no meal ready . ..
S

Ever had the experience of
going to your first meeting to
find out what it’'s all about . ..
and then finding yourself
elected ! One housewife
wrote in from Astrakhan, that
she'd been persuaded to go
along to a meeting by two
‘other women:

‘I have to admit | didn't
really want to go, but | went

elected delegate. The
meetings got underway with
lectures. Then they started
drawing us into practical,
public work.

‘I got such a lot cut of those
meetings. Pots and pans will
never give us as much as
those delegate meetings can.
I'll never drop my work in the
community now. | never want
to be just a housewife again’.

nertia and blind habitt,
I unfortunately, cons-

titute a great force.
And nowhere does blind,
dumb habit sway with such
force as in the dark and
secluded inner life of the
family. And who is called
upon first of all to struggle
against the barbaric family
situation if not the woman
revolutionist?
Leon Trotsky.
O

Womens Voice and the
Socialist Workers Party place
ourselves firmly in  that
tradition - the tradition of
the first great workers’
revolution and the tradition
of the Bolshevik Party.
Come to our meetings on
the Russian Revolution.:

Compiled by Alix Holt.
Laurie Flynn. Di Watts.
Judith Condon

and to my annoyance was |
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THE EMPLOYMENT Protec-
tion Act was loudly hailed as a
major step forward for the
provision of maternity rights.
But in terms of paid leave. the
EPA does not come near to
being as good as many other
provisions for emplovees that
already exist.

The Act does however
safeguard your job. You can™t
be sacked just because you're
pregnant and you may return to

“the same job and conditions
within 29 weeks of the birth.

To qualify for maternity
leave the EPA savs you must
work for the same employer for
2 years, but many union
agreements only insist on one
year's qualifying period.
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UNION|
VoicE INALGO
Maternity Benefits

Atter the EPA came out
NALGO. the local government
workers’ union, renegotiated
the matcrnity leave for its
members working in the univer-
sities. and improved maternity
rights.

Then last December NALGO
tried 1o ncgotiate an extension
of the university scheme to its
members in local government.
The ncgotiations broke down
and so the local government
members are still only entitled
to the provisions under the EPA
if they've worked in the same
place for morc than two years.

If thev've worked between
omne and two years, the pre-EPA
NALGO agreement applies.

Janet and Graham Barnett
are both 'social workers for
Lewisham Council in South
l.ondon.

Thomas was.born in July.

Janet wanted to give up work to”

look after the baby but she was
contracted to work for
Lewisham Council for another
vear and the Council refused to
allow her to break her contract.

Instead they allowed Janet
six months unpaid leave after
her maternity leave expired, so
she will return to work in March
next year instead of last
September. This agreement had
to be ratified by a Council
committee.

‘] was made to feel as if they
were doing me a special favour,
that it’s not a woman's right to
look after her baby and return
to work when she feels that she
and the baby are ready.

‘Under the Council scheme 1
had to leave work 11 weeks
before Thomas was due even
though 1 would have liked to
have worked for longer before
the birth, as 1 felt perfeetly fit
and would have prefered” the
paid leave after the birth.

I couldn’t go back seven
weeks after Thomas was born.
It’s too young, and impossible if
vou're breast-feeding. It's dif-
ficult to decide ahead of the
baby's birth when you want to
go back to work, or if you will
want to go back at all.’

But for most women work is
now an economic necessity and

many women are forced back
after seven weeks because they
can’t afford to take unpaid
leave.

‘I was not eligible for mater-
nity benefit from the DHSS
because | was only paying
married woman's insurance
stamps. 1 received four weeks’
full pay (minus £12.90 DHSS
maternity benefit 1 would have
got if I'd been eligible), then
9:10’s normal pay (minus
£12.90) for two weeks, and then
half normal pay (no deductions)
for 12 weeks.

‘Paid maternity leave from
your job should be for at Jeast
one vear on full pay. And then
you should have the right to
return to work for the same
employer and the same grade..

‘After all, if 1'd been off work
sick § would have got full pay
for six months under the Coun-
cil's sick leave scheme. It shows
you the value the Council and
government put on women
workers and thc need to rear
children properly! )

‘And it’s pretty useless being
given maternity leave unless
there’s provision for the care of
the baby on your return to
work. :
‘A day-nursery place is im-
possible in Lewisham unless the
child is 2% years old or in
danger of being neglected. So
we need to fight for creche
facilities in the place of work, as
well as proper maternity leave’.
Ann Derby
Lewisham NALGO

Women in NALGO are now demanding an improved maternity
agreement. We want:

Immediate right to maternity leave on starting work

22 weeks maternity leave on full pay.

The right to return to the same job after one year.

The right to return to a job on the same grade 5 years after the

birth of the child.

Six weeks paternity leave on full pay.
The right to attend ante-natal and child-care clinics for either

parent.

Parental entitiement to sick leave in the case of child’s illness.

8. Full maternity. provisions for all women workers whether part-
time or ‘full-time.

Womens Voice has produced a pamphlet for the campaign for
better NALGO maternity rights. Available from 27 Tivoli Gardens,
Morris Walk Estate, L.ondon, SE18. Send 5p plus 7p postage,
orders for 20 or more post free. Money with orders please.



Womens Voice Interview

ILAST WEEK and for the past few weeks

" Ellen and most of the women took home £28

for a 40 hour week.

Workers leave or join the factory all the
time. Turnover is 52 per cent. For many
women all that kecps them there is the fact
that they pay the wee insurance stamp and so
won't get benefits if they leave.

Last month the women's union, the
National Union of Tailor and Garment
Warkers, negotiated a ten per cent rise with
the clothing.manufacturers’ Federation.

They balloted the factories a procedure
unheard of before this summer’s strike.

‘In Laird Portch we didn’t vote. We were
on our own on the streets in May and after
cveryone ¢lse had voted for the ten per cent
we weren't going to put our heads on the
block on our own." Ellen said.

‘We are still fighting for equal pay’. Ellen
said.

On 3 June in East Kilbride the union’s .

national officials persuaded the strikers to
return to work. Since then no progress has
been' made.

‘We had a joint stewards’ meeting in
London from all the Jaeger factories. It was
a good meeting. but next time we want to
meet without the full timers.

*All Tindley, our national organiser, did
was to tell us our own wage rates. Since 1
know my own already, this wasn’t much
help.

‘All morning no mention was made of our
strike or job grading. He said he needed to
find out anomalies and he is one of the
people who negotiate our wages every year!

‘He wanted the meeting to end at lunch.
Since the meeting, all we have had is a letter
saying they are still trying to collect wage
rates, and telling us that they always said it
could take 12 to 18 months.”

The women have become disgusted with
their union. No strike pay has been given.
The national executive allowed £1500
between East Kilbride and Kilmarnock. The
Fast Kilbride workers feel that everyone has
suffered and so evervone should get
something. That works out to £3 each.

® 500 women in the
East Kilbride and Kilmarnock
Laird Portch factories-
part of the Jaeger company
—were on strike for equal pay
for 5> weeks in May and June
‘this year. They returned
to work after assurances
by employers and union officials
that job grading would start
right away.

e Five months later . . .
Jennifer Ross talked to
Ellen Nicklin,convenor of
the East Kilbride factory and
sponsor of the Rank and File
Conference on 26 November.

The union official sent Ellen this insult.

It should be clearly understood that the
sum of money voted was not meant 1o be a
general handout, bui earmarked 1o relieve
genuine distress among those involved, and
with the lapses of time it is obvious that the
hardships will be gradually eliminated.’

b: John Sturrock (Report

October the women voted to withhoid 152:-
dues in an attempt to put pressurs on 17
cxecutive. Some are even talking ahov:
lcaving the union. But as Ellen says. Joir:ng
another union wouldn’t be a solution. Thay
are all bureaucrats. It's a business to them
And they forget who they represent.

"We are not just angry at the emplovers
now. We are angry with the union.

*We had more confidence with the union
when we were on strike. Then we were out
together. Now the executive has taken it
over, we have lost that. Most of the women
are more aware now about politics. And we
are also aware of the difficulties.’

Although confidence in the union is non-
existent, the women are still determined to
get equal pay and still confident in
themselves. The passivity of most of the
union members -has not helped. Only
Kilmarnock came out in support of East
Kilbride in May.

‘The executive did the same thingin Leeds
in 1973 when they had their big strike.
They sold out the workers and forced them
back to work. Our general secretary says we
have no power as we can’t hold the country
to ransom. But our employers don't care if we
arc all running about in the nude. All thev
care about is the profits. A strike in the
clothing trade would make them sit up.’

There have been changes since the strike
the setting up of the combine committee (to
bring together shop stewards from all
factories in the Jaeger group). The first East
Kilbride district garment workers’ union
meeting for three years which 50 attended —
half from Laird Portch. Through their
branch meetings they are meeting clothing
workers in other factories.

‘Its not an easy job to organise in the
clothing industry, but the National Union of
Tailor and Garment Workers executive
won't have it all their own way. The combine
can keep all the Jaeger factories in touch
with what's happening, and co-ordinate
action. So long as the other stewards report
back like they do in East Kilbride.’

Action in the union i changing things.
Going along to branch meetings, seeing it
meets regularly, getting others involved.
contacting other factories. campaigning
around the forthcoming nattonal elections.
visiting other branches. All thesc can build a
real fight in the clothing trade.

At Jaeger, the union can’t be allowed to
delay equal pay longer giving management
time to organise themselves. Already they
have made one handy man a ‘maintainance
worker’. A time limit must be imposed.

Laird Portch has been sold part way down
the river, but as Ellen says. they still have
confidence in themselves and the fight is only
just starting.

‘We are still fighting for equal pay’.
‘We're not just angry at the emplovers
now. We are angry with the union.’

-



reviews

“VOTES FOR
WOMEN AND
SOCIALISM
FOR ALL"

“IT IS probable that so
many people never
before stood in one
square mass anywhere
‘in England” reported
the Daily Express. The
year was 1908 and it
was the biggest suf-
fragette demonstration
ever.

Half a million women

and men converged on

Hyde Park in seven
processions from
different parts of Lon-
don. From Chelsea
alone there were 7000
women all dressed in
white. There were
3000 standafd bearers,
hundreds of banners,

thousands of flags.

Brass bands filled the
air with music.
Everywhere were

the new colougs ot the

Suffragette Movement:
purple, green and
white.

They had proved
beyond any shadow of
doubt that there was
massive support for
their. - campaign. A
message was sent to
Asquith, the Prime
Minister, to ask him
what action. the
Government would
now take. ‘Nothing to
add,” came the reply.

The Womens Social
.and Political Union im-
‘mediately called a
public meeting in
Parliament Square for
the night of 30 June. An
officiaj warning was
issued to the public to
stay away. 5000 foot
police and 50 mounties
were assembled. As the
suffragettes came
towards the Houses of
Parliament they were

thrown to the ground,
dragged down side
streets, beaten from all
sides.

Enraged by the
violence Mary Leigh
and Edith New took a
cab into Downing
Street and flung two
small stones through
the windows of the
Prime Minister's house.
It was the first act of
violence in the long,
and often bitter, cam-
paign for the vote.

Women stashed pain-
tings, burned down
buildings, set fire to
letter boxes, smashed
windows. On 1 March
1912 in  "Piccadilly,
Regent Street, Oxford
Street, Bond Street,
Coventry Street,
Whitehall, Parliament
Street, Trafalgar
Square, Cockpur Street
and the Strand, as well
as in districts as far
away as Chelsea, well-
dressed women
suddenly produced
strong hammers from
innocent looking bags
and parcels, and fell to
smashing the shop
windows. There is
nothina like a hammer
for smashing plate
glass.’

Hundreds of women
were sent to prison. The
Authorities used force
feeding to stop their
hunger strikes. Emily
Davison became the first
martyr when she threw
herself in front of the
King's horse on Derby
day.

window-smashihg raid

Sylvia Pankurst speaking in the East

Artist’s impression of the suffragette

This isthe story of the

-Suffragette Movement.

Over the years it has
been romanticised and
glamorised. Syliva Pan-
khurst strikes a
very different note in
her book, The Suf-
fragette Movement’
which is being
republished this month.

She was involved in
the Movement from its
earliest days but could
not always agree with
the political decisions
of her mother
Emmeline and her
sister Christabel.

She believed that the
campaign had to bring
in the mass of working
class women as well as
the courageous women
of the educated middle
classes.

“| regarded the rous-
ing of the East £nd as of
utmost importance. The
existence of a strong,

End of London

self-reliant movement
amongst working
women would be the
greatest aid in
safeguarding their
rights in the day of
settlement. | was look-
ing to the future; |
wanted to rouse these
women of the submerg-
ed mass to be not
merely the argument of
more fortunate people,
but to be fighters on
their own account,
despising mere
platitudes and catch
cries, revolting against
the hideous conditions
about them and deman-
ding for themselves and
their families a full
share of the benefits of
civilisation ‘and
progress.”

Women's  suffrage
was the fight of the day,
she said. But it wasn't
an end in itseif. Votes
for women and

IR



socialism for all,” was

her slogan.

But there we-e
socialists who dia~*
support Votes ‘-

Women. Those in the
newly formed iabour
party arguec 1mat 1w3s
too narfowy a slogan and
aduit suffrage for ail
men and women was
the real fight.

The Revolutionary
socialists argued that
socialism was the only
answer, the vote being
of little consequence
without power.

The Adult Suffrage
League was formed in
1906. Keir Hardie
wrote of it:

It holds no
meetings, issues no
literature, carries on no
agitation on behalf of
Adult Suffrage. It is
never heard of, save
when it emerges to
oppose the Womens
Enfranchisement Bill.”

For aspiring
politicians adult suf-
frage was a convenient
refuge from the militan-
cy of the women.

In" 1907 the Labour
Party Conference
debated a resplution for
the im-
mediate extension of
the vote to women “‘on
the same conditions as
to men”. An amend-
ment declaring that “"to
extend the franchise on
a property qualification
to a section only is a
retrograde step and
should be opposed.”,
was proposed by a
woman, and carried
overwhelmingly.

The truth was, and
Sylvia knew it, that
there would be no Adult
Suffrage only men’s
suffrage unless the
women got the vote.

When do we put the
fight for womens rights
first? When do we say
what matters s
socialism? These are
just the . same

arguments that "we
have today.

Tnis is one of the few
bocks that | have ever
read which shows how
the two are ir-

rerrelated.

The Suffragette
Movement
Sylvia Pankhurst
Virago £2.95
paperback

Margaret Renn

DO NOT
ADJUST
YOUR SET ...

I CAME home from the
Grunwick picket line,
eager to watch Tonight,
where Grunwick
workers were to tell the
world that they wanted
to join a union but
feared for their jobs.

First though, | had to
sit through Bing Crosby
as a henevolent priest.
At 11.05 the filmwasin
full swing—no sign of
Tonight. 11.30 pm... at
last! The End! Bing
walks off into the night
accompanied by
angelic voices and | sit
up eagerly for
Grunwicks.

No such luck. We get
the German terrorists
and 20 minutes of
Italian pornographic
television first—which
must have put off all but
the most determined.

Finally it came, for
what it was weorth.
There was no big ex-
pose of the tyranny of
George Ward, just one
very short interview
with an anonymous
worker who wanted to

Male and Female

shrouds.

Men do the fighting
And women do the knitting

A neat division of labour;

The men supply the corpses
And women knit the

by GINNY HALL

join a union but feared
for nis job if it was made

public. But for the most.

par:, the programme
dealt witri tne ‘persecu-
tion" ¢¢ Va-d. There
were  s573's  of this
rene,ea troun = or
he  piist oz
mMuch exagge-ates ewn
of the momentary

attempt to break
through the police cor-

don as the bus carrying
the strike breakers
appeared.

Although there were
interviews with trade

unionists Arthur
Scargill and Jack
Dromey, who both

called for all essential

services to be cut off,

there was a very heavy
bias towards Ward and
his preparations for
survival. The attempt by
water workers to cut off
the water failed
because of twe non-
union water workers. It
was they who were
interviewed, not all
those who had tried to
keep the water dis-
connected.

We saw the Asian
women drawing their
strike pay. ‘There is
tremendous pride in
these Asian ladies, the
reporter piously told us.
But not a single striker
was interviewed. The
women who have
fought so long and so
hard over the last 14
months were worth

only a brief showing,’

collecting their money,
as if that was all there
was to it.

Perhaps it was as

- well that it was shown

so late, for it was a
demoralising film, The
message was simple.
George Ward may be a
little wrong in not
accepting the court’s
findings, but his rights
are sacred and nothing
can be done.

We know different.
And the strikers know
different. It /s our
business and we must
do whatever s
necessary to win. We
can't expect much from
TV, but then the
Grunwick strike won't
be won by watching
TV—so I'll see you at
next Monday's picket!

by Mary Ann Stuart

TONIGHT BBCt1
OCTOBER 11th
11.05pm

SITA

SITA is an

autobiographical novel *

bv Kate Millett, the
adinor of Sexual
Politics. It is about the
breakdown of her love
affair with Sita, who
comes to dominate
their relationship.
Like her earlier book
Flying, Sita is an out-
growth of the violent
publicity that followed
the publication of Sex-
val Polstics, but it's a
better book than Flying.
Her frankness had for
me a consciousness-
raising effect which I'm
sure is valuable to
many women, and
valuable, too, towomen
and men wanting to
understand more about
themselves and,
hopefully, avoid some
of the miseries we put
each other through
when we're ‘in love.’

Kate Millett
Virago £1.95
paperback

Tom 'Robinsdn

‘A BAND'S lyrics have
gotta be about
something, and some of
us are trying to make
our songs relevant to
the lives of our
audience. If music can
ease a tiny fraction of
the prejudice and in-
tolerance in this world,
then it's worth trying’.
That was Tom Robin-
son, in an interview in
New Musical Express.

| like punk rock for its
energy and anger, but
most of the stuff I've
héard is so deafening
that you can’t make out
what theyre trying to
say. So when we went
to hear the Tom Robin-
son Band in Leeds, we
didn't know what to
expect.

What a shock we got!
The music was terrific -
and so was the politics.
Everyone was jumping
about on their seats,
the dance floor sudden-
ly came alive with
clenched fist salutes -
I've never seen

anything like it.

You could hear every
word, and they were
spot on. Lines like ‘the
left is right and the right
is wrong - better decide
which side you're on’,
songs against racialism
and right wing morality,
a frightening picture of
the possible future
calted ‘Winter of ‘79"
in which the National
Front is getting
stronger, ‘black kids
getting cricified - some
of us fought and some
of us died.’

‘Sing if you’re glad
to be gay’ is one of the
most bitter songs ['ve
ever heard - an
anguished account of
gays being harrassed,
persecuted, their clubs
broken into, and gays
being beaten up by the
boys in blue. One of the
best lines is They give
us page three of the
Sun and then call us
obscene!” The chorus
‘Sing if you're gladtobe
gay, singif you're happy
that way’ is a mixture of
gay pride and a tortured
cry against repression.

‘Right on Sister’ isa
fast boppy number,
really optimistic about
how women are on the
move, fighting for their
rights, becoming more
independent and
stronger.

The Tom Robinson
Band are not some
obscure little political
group who preach away
and get bottles thrown
at them. They are
becoming quite
tamous, and have a
contract with EMI, one
of the giant record
companies. New
Musical Express catled
them ‘the most impor-
tant new band in Bri-
tain’ - and | certainly
agree,

if you getthe chance -
do go and see them,
One final quote from
Tom Robinson: *Politics
isn't party broadcasts
and general elections,
it's yer kid sister who
can’t get an abortion,
yer best mate getting
paki-bashed, or getting
sent down for posses-
sing one joint of mari-
juana, the GLC deciding
which bands we can't
see . ..it's everyday life
for rock fans, for
everyone who hasn't
got a cushy job or rich
parents.’

Pat Edwards
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Dear Womens Voice

1 AM writing to tell you about
the daily discrimination and
oppression against epileptics.

Recently I heard about a
summer job going in the Lon-
don Borough of Redbridge for
someone to take joint charge of
a group of six ‘disturbed’ kids
during the holiday.

I am halfway through a social
work qualifying course and was
looking for some alternative to
the dismal diet of sausages and
mince that you get used to when
youare ona grantoronthedole.

The fact that I am a qualified
experienced social
worker and had already worked
as a social worker for Red-
bridge for 18 months made this
job seem like an ideal answer. |
was apparently the ideal
answer, t0o, to the interviewers.

Part of the ritual of applying
involves the ticking of that box
asking if you have ever suffered
from epilepsy. Having been

‘controlled’ for four years and
proved my fitness for society by
staying in social work, I foresaw
none of the problems I used to
get.

Imagine my disbelief when 1
was called back a week later to
be told that the doctor, who
hadn’t even seen me, but who
had been quite happy to pass me
as fit enough for social work
two years previously, con-
sidered that I constituted a risk
to children.

In case ‘'you don’t know
there’s still almost as much
mythology flying about about
epileptics now as there was in
the days when people like me
were burnt as witches. More or
less everybody is capable of
having a fit given the right
stimulus. The reasons why
people display fits are so
various as to defy generalisa-
tion. There is no such thing as
the ‘epileptic personality’. I am
sick of people who don’t know
I'm one, telling me that you can
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I found these two ads in the Evening Standard. Qut of curiousity |
rang the company and asked about the vacancy for female cleaners.
T was told that the hours would be from 9pm to 6am. 1then asked a
male friend to query about the vacancy for male cleaners. He was
told the hours would be from 9pm to 6am. I find it odd then that the
male cleaners are getting £81 a week and the female only £60. 1
understood the company’s name was ‘Humphrey®. Most cleaners at
Heathrow airport are of Indian origin but it does not explain
entirely. how the company can get away with it.

Marie-Laure Poyet
London. N16

Dear WV,
On 15 September my husband

went to prison for the first time .

for- receiving. We have never
been separated since we got
married 18 years ago, and he’s
never been out of a job. 1 don’t
think anyone could realise what
a terrible experience this is
unless they've been through it

20

%n‘})é hstome get

themselves.

When he was arrested in
March the police also took
myself and my fifteen vear old
daughter to the police station.
She was held in a prison cell for
three hours.

It was obvious that my
husband’s firm colluded with
the police because they adver-

smell them, that that they look
sneaky, that they’re
aggressive, unstable, weakmind-

@
[=%

Although I only had two fits
(both thoughtfully in private),
the doctors insisted that [ in-
terrupt a teaching career and
stay off work for a whole year
for the purposes of ‘observa-
tion’.

Faced with living on £11.15
per week sick benefit, faced with
the stigma of not being allowed
to work, faced with advice from
a top consultant to ‘get a job
with Remploy’ and give up any
ideas of working in a responsi-
ble job, faced with being unable
to sign an HP agreement (this
time because of my condition of
being a women, not an epilep-
tic), it was sink or swim. I joined
IS {as SWP was then called).

The majority of the dif-
ficulties that an epileptic has to
face have to ~do with
how, like so many other op-
pressed groups, we don’t fit in
with the bosses’ picture of
healthy workers out of whom
they can squeeze as much
labour as they like to add to
their stockpile of profits.
Penny Hammond

tised his job before the casc was
even heard. When he appeared
in court the first thing the
prosecuting soliticor could do
was to point out that my
husband’s name is foreign - as if
that has anything to do with it.

1 never realised the police are
liars until now: they put words
into my husband’s mouth that
he could never have said. | hate
the police now. After my hus-
band was sentenced no-one told
me | could visit him. [ had to
find out for myself.

Now I have to live on £23 a
week, with a rent of £10.30. |
have had no new clothes and
have no winter shoes. But the
warst thing is being separated. |
feel empty and every day feels
like a year. [ feel Fdon’t want to

know anyone anymore, but I'm

involved in a fight on my estate,
and | feel 1 have to keep
fighting.

All this has made me feel even
more bitter against the system.
It’s the prisoner’s wife who is
sentenced as well.

You can’t get by these days
without fiddling, and everyone
does it, including the police, But
the bosses and the judges don't
admit it. They stick together.

‘Womens Voice reader

YOUR VOICE

| galig}{ate

Your

replies
please...

Dear WV,

The policy of Womens Voice
appears to be onc of an ultra-
feminist bent. and as such is
constantly telling women of
their oppression by men and the
State (and telling them, and
telting them. issue after issue).
Bu doing this the opposite to the
desired effect is achicved, ie
aggression  rather than
agreement.

[ cannot believe that WV will
grow within the true working
class. until it changes some of its
views. Let’s have more articles
and letters Jfrom these
supposedly oppressed women -
who read Womens Voice, those
working class women who
watch ‘Coronation Street’ and
enjoy cooking!

Judith Condon's article on
Elvis could have been found in
any women’s magazine. How
about a column from the TRUE
working class woman up here in
the North., instead of the
‘London-orientated  bulletin’
that calls itself WV, and seems
to be written by some middle
class women playing at being
working class.

Anyway. e¢nough of playing
at journalist. I'd better rush into
the kitchen to cook my man’s
tea. after all. the chauvinist mug
has only been working all day,
to contribute towards our
home!

Christine Fellowes
SALFORD SWp

A Pair' of’
walkin g
hmgs

Dear WV,
I’ve just come back from a visit
to the Brook Advisory Centre
(for contraceptive advice) feel-
ing angry, embarrassed and
bewildered.

Angry because- I've been told
they won’t give me any more
smear tests for cancer—I've had
two clear ones in four years and
that’s my lot. (Of course, I've
still got the ‘freedom’ to pay to
have them done privately).
Anyway, [ was told [ should be
grateful since the Family Plan-
ning Clinic have stopped doing
them altogether for single
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women.

[ felt embarrassed yet agaim
at having to rcfuse a heartfelt
request {rom the receptionist
tor some cash to save the clinic
trom closing. They have provid-.
ed a pood service. especially for
unmarried women and [ really
would hate to see them going
broke - but what a lousy bloody
system that makes one set ot
paupers (the clinic) ask another
tot (the paticnts) for money they
haven't got, for a service as
basic as choosing when you
want kids.

And I'm still confused as |
keep  getling  told  different
things by my GPs on the one
hand and the Brook doctors on
the other.

Since | get chronic bronchitis
I'm often put on anti-biotics
(ampicillin) for long periods.
The tamily planning doctors tell
mie it makes the Pill unsate: it

can cause ‘breakthrough
bleeding’. Sometimes you don’t
even get that kind of warning.
The antibiotics can make you
get ‘intestinal hurry’, so that you
are unable to .digest the Pill
cnough for it to work. And 've

found this out after two years of

being at risk.

Last June, when I landed in
the City Hospital chest ward,
I told the Professor that he had
cheerfully prescribed this drug
white 1 was on the Pill, without
asking me. He looked bemused-
ly at me, said he hadn’t heard
there was any risk of concep-
tion. and walked on.

They just see you as a pair of
walking lungs, and this side of
socialism, doctors have neither
the time nor training to see a

complete person in front of

them.
Penny Packham
FDINBURGH SwWP

Don’t

do

that here

Dear WV, ,
A few months ago, our second
child. Eleanor. was born. Dur-
"ing her birth. I remember the
midwife saving ‘['s stubborn, it
must be a boy.” That was just
on¢ more sexist remark: they
" had started some weeks betore
her birth. 1 decided to breast-
feed Eleanor. and would like to
explain why.

Women's  breasts  have a
function - to feed a child if the
occasion arises, but this has
become of sccondary impor-
tance in our society. The
primary tunction has become to
promote the sale of cars.
cigarcttes and a vast range of
other products.

The male dominated media
continually bombard us with
their image of & woman’s body
that is defined s attractive and
sexy’. The idea of using their
breasts to feed a child has
become unpalatable to many
women (and men). 1 found
myself falling into this trap -
would my breasts sag as a result
of teeding Eleanor? The fact
that 1 could recognise how my
attitudes 1o my own body were
manipulated in the interests of
capitalism c¢nabled me to over-

come this thought, and 1 decid- -

ed Dwould breast feed my chuld.

Another thought concerncd
the hypocritical way in which a
woman’s breasts are seen. If it’s
page three of the Sun, or an
advert for car tyres. then naked
breasts are OK.

But it a woman is feeding a
baby in a public place. then
cvebrows are raised, feet shuffle
- the reaction may often be one
of cmbarrassment, or as if to
sav. "You shouldn’t be doing
that here for all the world to sce
- creep away where we can
forget that breusts aren’t just for
cheap thrills?™  Why should
women be intimidated into
feeling that if they breast-feed
they should hide themseclves
away? Our bodies are our own,
not the property of the media,
advertising. or men.

Kate Gordon,
Reading.

NEahe sure your letters arrive in
time. by Friday 18 November
for the December issue.

Photo: Syd Shelton

IN RETALIATION for the hounding we gave the
National Front in Lewisham they came round in the
middie of the night and fire bombed the head offices of
the Socialist Workers Party.
Now that we have spent weeks rewiring, fixing
te nes, panting, thelandlords have come round to
irih off the work the Ftont began. They're evicting us.
-farely see them. They just collect the rent - about
£25,800 over the eight years we've been here. But as
soon-@s they heard about the fire they were straight
round. ‘
We 'have four weeks to get out. We hope the move
*won'f upset things. We hope we can find somewhere
ndw. in the area.
-

‘We are hoping to buy a small place that all the various
sections of the SWP can cram into: Womens Voice,
Fi&m¥, our head office and so on. Then atleast we can't
be evicted again. In the long run it will be cheaper than

paying rent. Butin the short run we need alot of money.

It you can take a collection, organise a raffle, a
jumble sale, do it now. Every Womans Voice reader has
some talent she can exploit for our benefit!

0 Get your donations in double quick time to:
SWP Anti-Nazi Fund, 6 Cottons Gardens, London, E2.
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WOMEN'S HEALTH

Two studies have recently been published
which point to some of the dangers from
taking the Pill. One, by the Roval College of

General  Practitioners,  studied 46,000
wonien over a cight-vear period. The Family

Planning Association in Oxford studied

17.000 women over five years.
They both came to similar conclusions:
T'he Pill may be responsible for some women

Risk of death from cardio-
vascular diseases associated
with the pill
Up to 34 years old: | extra woman in

every 20.000 pill takers

35 to 44 years old: 1 extra woman in
cvery 3.000 pill takers

45 to 49 vears old: 1 extra woman in
every 700 pill takers.

Let’s get it in perspective
The Family Planning Association
study was done in Oxford, an arca
with.a higher standard of living, more
middle-class people, better climate
and less pollution than the average tfor
Britain as a whole.

Their figures show:

* If you are on the pill vou have a |
in 2012 chance of dying

* If you usc a diaphragm or {UD
you have a | in 2368 chance of dying

* These figures are truc for this
comparatively rich health conscious
group studied.

« For the general population
‘whether vou use the pill or not the
chances of dying early {before you
reach 63) are 1 in ]090

22
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dving of diseases of the cardio-vascular
system (the heart and the blood vessels).

To put the findings of these studies in
perspective, we have to look closer at two
things: what sort of risks do we run in the
course ol our daily lives. quite apart from
taking the Pill: and what precautions had
been taken at the time when many ol the
women in the study started taking the Pill to
make sure that the alrcady known side-
etfects would not endanger their lives?

First ol all. in both studies. more women
dicd ot cancer than any of the cardio-
vascular  discases, and  there was no
ditference here whether they were on the Pill
or not; in fact slightly fewer Pill-takers got
cingeer.

Secondly, the risk of dying from a discase

related to smoking is almost 9 per 1,000 of

the population. Smoking is responsible for
35.000 deaths every year. Roughly 4 million
women use the Pill: at most this might cause

an extra 400 deaths a year. Breast cancer.

causes 10.000 deaths a year, road accidents
4.004 and accidental poisoning by drugs and
medicine 674, 1t you decide not to have a
baby. or delay vour first pregnancy until you
are thirty-five or more vears old, vou are four
more times more likely to get breast cancer
than if you have yvour first baby early. Thisis
about the same risk that a Pill-taker is said to
run of dving of heart or blood-vessel dis-
CASCS,

It has been known for quite some time
now that if vou increase the level of the
hormonce costrogen in a woman'’s body, there
is more likelthood that the'blood will clot in
places where it is not wanted. Clots of blood
are very uselul when you cut yourself or have
a tooth out, but if they form inside the blood
vessels and block the normal tiow of blood.
trouble can be caused. if they travel round
the body to the brain. heart or lungs. such a
blockage is much more bikely to happen. Yet

WOMEN’S HEALTH

ot the nine women who dicd in the smaller
FPA study. only three had been eatirely free
of curdio-vascular problems at the time they
went on the Pill! [tis impaossible to tell from
the wav the larger. Roval College study, s
reported how many of these women were ina
simifar position, How could these women
ever have been wllowed to take the Pillin the
tirst place?

The Pilt was first tested on human beings

in the island of Pierto Rica. a protectorate of

the United States where the people are very.

poor. Adeguate research takes time. and
time is money when it comes to profits, The
drug companics were so anxious to market
their product that they did not wait tor the
results of any long-term studies. Only now
have they become available. Little surprise
that they are controversial.

Sa doctors have been prescribing the Pill
for women who nceded a reliable method of
contraception but who are now shown to be
in a high risk category. Many women were
not properly monitored for side cffects
whilst on the Pill: others will have concealed
problems from their doctors due to their
need to avoid pregnancy: all of these facts
naturally increase the ‘risk” figures in the
study.

We can draw some conclusions: more

research iy still needed. For example, the
effeets of the progesterone-only Pill may be
less dangerous for women predisposed to
clotting disorders.
_ There are serious risks for some women,
especially  those  suffering from  cardio-
vascular problems. and for women ncaring
the mcnopuusc {(when other little-
understood changes are taking place in the
hormone balance of the woman’s body).
These risks can be avoided by regular,
carcful examination and consultation with
their doctor. family planning clinic. or well-
woman clinic, as to what is best for them. But
ot course. these are precisely the sort of
facilities being hit most hard by the present
cuts in the hospital services.

Drugs are too dangerous and too impor-
tant to be left in the hands of greedy private
companics. The fact that the risk to most
Pill-users is small should not be used as a
an excuse {or not stepping up research into a

truly safe and convenient contraceptive. .

Women with health problems need such a
contraceptive more than anyone clse. not
less, and yet at the moment it is these women
who must think most carefully about taking
the Pill.

And most important of all, there will be
plenty of women who feel after they have
gone into all the pros and cons. that thLv do
not choose to take a drug which s stitl not
tully understood, every night. vear after
vear. Now more than cver. these women are
fustified in asking for free abortion 1o be
availuble  immediately on demand  (the
carlicr the abortion, the safer it is to the
woman). This is the only wav of ensuring
that women using other farms of contracep-
tion can avoid unwanted pregnancy.

No woman should be lorced 10 take the
Pill because it is the only one hundred per
cent safe method. it she suspects it may
damage her health. Nor should women or
men be rushed into having themsclves
steritised. A choice of contraceptive method
backed up by abortion on demand has
always been the ideal system. and now it is
shown to be even more necessary,

Ml Bartley
Gwen Tufnell




WV
Meetings

@ Aberystwyth WV
discussion groups. Ex
other Tuesday.
Farmers Side Ber,

® Black Country Womei
Voice meets fortnightly,
Sunday afternoons, 2.30
at 27 Glen Court, Comptor
Road, Wolverhampton.
Children very welcome.
Phone Wolverhampton
23233 for information
about Womens Voice
activities and meetings.

® Canterbury Womens
Voice meets fortnightly on
Tuesdays. 8.00pm at the
Jolly Sailor, Northgate.
November 1st . . . Rape.
November 15th . . .
Nursery Campaign. For
more information or
babysitters ring Lyn
Whitstable 263051

® Cardiff WV groups
meets at 58 Bridge Street,
SWP Bookshop, Cardiff.

® Edinburgh WV. For
information about WV
work, contact Susie at
Book Marx, 130 Morrison
Street, Edinburgh. Open
10am-B6pm everyday and
most evenings.

® Lea Valley Womens
Voice Group public
meeting: What is
Pornography? Speaker:
David Widgery. Monday
14 November, 8pm, The
Beehive Pub, Stoneleigh
Road, Tottenham, N17.
{Nearest Tube Seven
Sisters). All welcome. if
you need a babysitter,
please ring Mary on 802
9563

@ South East London
Womens Voice meets
alternate Mondays at the
Womens Centre (above
the Task Force shop)
Deptford High Street,
SE10, 8.00pm. Further
details from Peggy 853
2070 (day)/Anne 855
1920 (eves.)

@ South West London
Womens Voice meets
alternative Tuesdays at
7.45, details from your WV
seller: 156 November: What
a pair of knockers! Aileen
Knowles will speak on
Sexism. 29th November:
Women at Work. Speaker:
Linda Quinn. Monday §
December: The Womens
Movement Across the
World, speaker Joanna
Rollo. Battersea Library,
Lavender Hill, SW11. 13
December: Discussion -
bring a bottle, something
to eat, guestions,
problems, complaints,
suggestions about
Womens Voice.

1S,
. .asCISM, rape,
..aual politics,
pornography, Eastern
Europe, world struggles.
Social evening on

- Saturday.

Accommodation and
creche available, £1 for
the weekend. Reduced
rates available for
claimaints and
pensioners.

London WV groups are
invited to come and bring
their friends

At the Womens Centre,
Deéptford High Street
{above the Task Force
shop)

Trains to New Cross tube
or Deptford mainline
station.

Further information and
tickets available from: Ann
855 1920 or Peggy 853
2070 (3.30 - 7.30).

Gay
Groups

® SWP Gay Group The
International Gay Struggle
- Tuesday November 15th
8.00pm, University of
London Union, Malet St,
London, WCT. Ring
Richard 01-790 2454 for
further details

® SWP Gay Group meets
every other Monday. Ring
Richard 790 2454 for
details

Help
needed

® Psychology student
wants help from lesbians
to complete a
questionnaire for her PhD
thesis. Confidentiality
assured: help a Marxist-
feminist in her research.
Forms from: Nike Koessl,
c”o Bristol Gay
Switchboard, 32 Hill
Street, Totterdown,
Bristol, BS3 4TW

® Feminist photographer
wants part-time help in
caring for small baby in
exchange for room, board
and extras. Suit someone
an dole and/or doing
unpaid political , artistic or
literary work. Ring
Michdelann 607 4728.

vvolverhampton’
Womens Voice Social
Evening on Friday 4
November at 7.30pm, in
The George, Wulfruna
Street, Wolverhampton.
Film: ‘Blow for Blow’
followed by disco. Creche,
raffle, tickets {double)
£1.50, {single} £1,
unemployed half price.

® York Womens Voice
Dance: 17 Navember, De
Grey Rooms. The Feelies,
Brownie Dyke and disco.
Tickets £1.

® Rockparty Benefit:

Dance, 8pm Saturday 10
December, with the Milk,
SADisco, at the Recreation

- HaH, King Edward

Memorial Hospital, West
Ealing, W13. Admission:
advance ticket only 50p,
from SAP or 75p at door.
Write to SAP ,67 New
Road, Bedfont, TW14 8HR

® No Return to the
Thirties: A benefit for the
campletion of a film about
the Right to Work march
1977, to be held at the
‘Other Cinema’
Tottenham Street,
London, on Saturday
November at 6.30pm

Union Maids: by Julia
Reichert & James Klein
{USA). 'The story unfolds
through interviews with
three remarkabie women
who came from the rank
and file to become
organisers during the
1930's.” Documentary 45
mins. and

Land without Bread: by
Luis Brunuel, 1932. 29
mins EST, and

Extracts from the Right ta
Work Film: 17 mins, and
speaker.

Tickets £1.50, £1 to
unemployed. Please
support this benefit. Rank
and File Films.

Bar and Food available.

®Can you read, write,
type? Can you help us to
produce Womens Voice?
We always need help,
whatever your talents.
Please phone or write to
Margaret Renn at 6 Cottons
Gardens, London E2 (tel.,
739 1878)
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To Womens Voice Calendar
6 Cottons Gardens, London E2
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the first ever
Womens Voice calendar.
Beautifully designed, and printed in
two colours, it comes folded, so that you
can either display two months at a time or stretch it
out to its full length. Because we want as many people as
possible to be able to have copies we are offering two calendars for £1_, .
postage and packing free. We will enclose a message for copies sent direct by, us
0 OUIT FEI OIS, s s oo st e & o wlel e st W el i s e Order early in time for the New Year!




