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THE FIRST Tory Budget,
anmounced om Jume 12th,
was a geod Budget for the
rich

ICI boss Maurice Hodg-
son’s ‘take-home’ pay will
go up from £400 to £800 a
week. He will receive about
£9,500 in back tax on Octob-
er Sth. Ford boss Terence
Beckett will gain £300 a
week, British Leyland boss
Michael Edwardes£200.

The same goes for every
exploiter and profitcer whose
accountant is slow enough
for them to pay the tax they
should at present.

For judges, top civil serv-
ants, and armed forces
chiefs, an extra £100 or so a
week top up a 25% rise they
got only a couple of weeks
ago.

Controls over investment
and purchase of property
abroad have also been lifted.
And while all other state
spending is cut, the armed
forces will get £100 million
more.

For working people, it
‘was different.

The increase in Value
Added Tax to 15% is reckon-
ed to raise prices by about
3v2% overall. True, food and
some other goods are exempt
from VAT. gut that price rise
by itself will nearly wipe out
the income tax cuts — worth
a grand total of £1.08 a week
for a married couple with two
.children on £60 a week —
and the recent rise in child
benefits, too.

And there’s worse. In-
creased interest rates and
increased fuel taxes will
mean a further general rise
in prices.

The sick, the unemployed
and the needy all come off
worse. Prescription charges
go up from 20p to 45p.
Local authorities have £300
million hacked off current
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to cover inflation.

That will mean jobs cut
and all sorts of services cut.
Education and housing will
suffer particularly.

Trade wunion leader
attacked the Budget. Davia
Basnett of the GMWU said:

. ““The trade union movement

has a duty to act.

“It will respond politic.
ally with a united campaign
in defence of public services
and it will respond industzr-
fally to defend members’
living standards and jobs’’.

But the only plan for action

that has yet come from TUC

General tary Len Murr-
ay is a ‘demand’ (?) for new
talks at Downing St with
Mrs Thatcher.

* The first step in the
response must be a drive for
pay rises at least sufficient
to offset the price rises. And
we must demand automatic
cost of living Imcreases to
protect pay against future
price rises.

% The Torles’ cuts will
decimate jobs. We need a
fight for a shorter working
week: cut hours, under work-
ers’ control, with no loss of
pay. 35 hour week now!

* Against the public
service cuts, demand: mill

ions for schools and hospi §

tals, not a penny for ‘de-
fence’! Fight for the nation-
alisation without compensa-
tion of the banks and fin-
ancial imstitutions, and the
lifting of the interest burden
on public services.

* In each , trade
unions, Labour Parties and
tenants’ organisations must
unite against the cuts — and
demand that Labour councils
stand firm against the gov-
ernment. No rent and rate
rises!
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THOUSANDS of black people,
anti-racists and socialists paid
tribute to Blair Peach on Wed-
nesday June 12th.

At Southall, the night before,
8,000 filed past the open coffin at
the Dominion Cinema. Then
bearded, turbanned community
elders, with fists clenched, sent
the coffin on its way.

At Brick Lane, on its way east,
the cortege was met by repres-
atives of the Bengali community.
‘He fought with us. We will
never forget him’.

From the school where he
taught, in Bow, 5000 people
marched silently the three miles

Tribute to
fighter

to the cemetery, taking over the
narrow streets of Newham. They
carried red carnations and wore

' badges proclaiming, ‘Southall is

innocent. Drop the charges’.

As the march went, people
coming out of work joined in.

Teachers from all over London
had come, and in huge numbers
from East London, many in anger
at the dry-boned, mealy-mouth-
ed bureaucratic attempts to stifle
the demonstration. The National
Union of Teachers Executive
refused to send its national bann-
er for fear of being associated
with the Anti Nazi League, and
was threatening action against
teachers’ union branches
that sent money to the
memorial fund. In New-
ham, the education auth-
ority tried to restrict the
attendance of teachers to
32, in case the funeral
became a ‘political event’.

¢

Of course it was a poli-
tical event! Instead of the
mumbo-jumbo of priests
or vicars, the Internation-
ale rang out over the cem-
etery. Instead of officials
and clerics on the process-
ion, there were commun-

cils, and trade unions,
with banners from the
National Union of Rail-
waymen, the National Un-
ion of Public Employees,
and others. Speeches
emphasised that Blair
Peach was a fighter.

‘‘He was a different
kind of teacher’’, an ex-
pupil, Ernest Carr, told
the crowd. ‘I am of mix-
ed race, and it was for me
and others of my colour
that Blair Peach went to
Southall. He was a man
of high ideals, but ideals
are no good if they are not
put into practice. He al-
ways practised what he
preached. His killing
should be regarded in the
same light as the killing
of Steve Biko’*.

- FUND DRIVE

Total to date
..................... £500 SECTION: How the
Industrial Relations
Act was defeated;
......... £123.20 and Rosa Luxem-
burg on the mass
Send contributions to: Fund, strike
PO Box 135, London N1 0DD.

Received since last WA:

Basingstoke ............... £20
Birmingham ....... £55
Cardiff  U%5... £11
Leicester ... £100
Machen (Gwent) ............ £5
Manchester .... £16.10
North London . £28.70
Northampton ............... £5

This week’s total ... £240.80

to help finance the expansion
of Workers’ Action to 12

We still need

; IN SIDE :d since Blair Peach
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was a figher, the best way
to commemorate him now
is to continue the battle
for the ideals for which he
died in Southall on April
23rd: by fighting to wipe
out fascism and to get
Blair Peach’s murderers,
the police Special Patrol
Group, disbanded.

ity groups, trades coun-
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THE ASIAN in
Southall havem

how much faith they have in movement against police, sald it was for ¢ plinary
Southa“ the police Investigations into seelng the Southall events reasons’. ;
the death of Blair Peach. not as an.isolated incident The driver was detained
- Despite police claims to the but as one stemming from for 4 days after a home- °
conl , there was a virtual the role of the police in a made cosh was found in
c lon boycott of the police caravan  racist state. locker at an SPG depot. Last
in Southall. ' week an independent patho-

logist said that Peach had
been killed with “a lead-

Committee

G sponse was good when the Committee has asked the ~ weighted rubber cosh or
i suggested that those who National Council for Qvil hose-pipe filled with lead
v l didn’t want to be seen in Liberties to initiate an indep-  shot, or some like weapon”’,
p ans Southall speaking to the eéndent public enquiry. and not the standard issue .
Yard gggoﬂt;k SPG meSier who ilod Blate | o collect |
] to e state- member whe killed Blair But are such coshes an official public inquiry) temples, and from -
a publlc ments. Peach Is only part of the common in the SPG? Why can solve anything in unm! 10.?1 in local factorles, bat
The Southall Action Com- story. The driver of an SPG are they allowed? The SPG selves. They can only more is needed. Send c/o |
- - mittee was set up after April van on April 23rd has been breeds brutality. Who is provide back- for the IWA, 16183 Featherstome '
'n u|r 23rd to organise the defence suspended, apparently for responsible? These are the by the Rd, Southall, or SYM Fund,
y of the 350 arrested and fund- refusing to cooperate with questions that need to
‘ raising. It is also campaign- the CID detectives who are asked. . , '
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Interior
Minister is reported to have
fled the country. A general
strike has shut down the cap-

NICARAGUA’S

ital, Managua, since 4th
June. The leftist Sandinista
guerillas have engaged army
unites in full-scale battles,
and they have temporarily
held some of the country’s

largest towns.

The only thing preventing
the collapse of the Somoza
family’s 45-year dictatorship
is now the elite army unit,

the National Guard. It is a |

unit that has been under the

-| personal control of the Somo-

za family since Anastasio
Somoza senior was installed
in power by the USA in 1933.

The | Sandinista National
Liberation Front (FSLN) be-
gan its ‘final offensive’ ag-
ainst the regime of Ana-

- stasio Somoza Junior at the

end of May. This took up the
threads from the action last
August, when a spectacular

- kidnapping of two ministers

and 46 MPs from the Cham-
ber of Deputies by the FSLN
led to revolts in a number of
towns.

By June 6th the FSLN
controlled most of the coun-
try’s second city, Leon, and
the city of Masaya, only 20
miles from the capital. Local
army units were not capable

SBULF OF o
k MEXICO o =
AMAMAO“":/

..........

Nicaragua’s air force is
pounding the working class
areas of the capital with
bombs. But dictator Somoza
cannot last long,

of resisting while the Nat-
ional Guard was embroiled
in battles with FSLN forces
in other areas of the country.

By June 8th the National
Guard had emerged victor-
ious against two separate

The ‘barrios’

explode in

Nicaragua’s

civil war

insurrections in the north
and south of the country,
through superior firepower
and control of the air. They
turned their attention to the
cities.

‘Masaya was attacked by
air force bombardments on
June 9th, and was taken by
the National Guard the next
day as poorly armed FSLN
supporters and fleeing civil-
ians ‘were strafed from the
air. - '

But the regime has not: .

secured itself. As National.
Guard units marched out of

-Managua on the 9th for

Masaya, the capital’s slum
areas, the -‘barrios’, ex-
ploded. They were sealed
off with barricades, and food
and medical supplies were
gathered together tokeep up
the armed resistance in the
capital.

The few remaining Nat-
ional Guard units in the city
made only token efforts to
attack the barrios, waiting
until unites returned from
Masaya. On Monday 11th
Somoza ordered his ~air
force to bomb the city into
submission.

A

The weakness of the Nicar-
aguan regime and its re-
liance oni only one body of
loyal troops is a result of the
personal domination of the
Somoza family. They have
tried to squeeze out other
bosses and built a state rack-
ed by corruption and oppos- .
ed by almost every section
of the population.

In moves towards a gen-
eral strike last September
the main bosses’ organisa-

tions,-the Chamber of Com- -

merce and the Nicaraguan
Development Institute, act-
ually supported the strike.
The bosses have been forc--
ed to go along with radical
action in the hope of re-
asserting ‘their own control
when Somoza’s inevitable
fall takes place. .
The US- government has
withdrawn its aid to Som-
oza's regime, and other Cen-
tral American dictatorships
are unwilling to intervene on
his side. For the USA, the
best outcome would be the
‘government of national salv-
ation’ called for by the boss- .
es’ organisations and the
opposition Conservative

£

interests generally and en-.

countering less explosive
opposition..
While the Sandinista

guerillas have shown them-
selves able to launch spectac-
ular military actions and
briefly win control -of the
cities, their militarist strat-
egy tends to mean the ad-
vances are easily overturn-
ed again once the National
Guard marchesin. -

The logic of ‘a situation
where a general strike is
coupled with workers seizing

Sandinista guerillas labove, and

;P'a:rty , p,rote‘cﬁng business

- tigal

top left]: fighting so enst
Somozs... and then what?
their own areas of the cities, =

to control everything from -~

defence to food - distribu-

~ tion, goes far beyond just

ensuring ‘rights’. It opens -
the way for the workers to
rule, eliminating capitalist
exploitation and landlord-
ism and threatening the hold -
of US imperialism and the
shaky military dictatorships
it supports in other Central
American countries. But for
that outcome a different poli-
leadership will be

needed.
. NIK BARSTOW

Socialist Organiser
groups are being set
up in every area
where the paper has
active supporters.
For more informa-
tion, or for details of
your local Socialist
Organiser group,
send this form to
Socialist Organiser,
5 Stamford Hill,
London N16. For a
copy of the June
Socialist Organiser,
send 22p in stamps.

Making Ireland an issue in the USA

Pressure is mounting on polit-
icians in the United States to
get off their backsides and do
something about the continu-
ing Brit mnlm:?' occupation
of northern Ireland.

The public statements of
R:o‘ple like - Representative

ario Biaggi, chairman of the
Ad Hoc Congressional Com-
mittee for Irish Affairs, has
sparked an enthusiastic res-

onse in many sections of the

S public ... and howls of rage
from British politicians.

Much of the campaign has
recently been centred around
the proposed sale of $28 mil-
lion-worth of arms to Britain
by the USA. Lester Wolff
made the following statement
in the US House of Represent-
atives on April 9th:

‘...if we are ever to put any
teeth into the human rights
legislation then I think it is
about time that we started to
concern 8urselves with some of
these areas- which Congress
now has the opportunity of
responding to, and that is the
limitation on the sale of any
type of military equipment to
any country and (we should)
also consider the authority
which the Committee on For-

eign Affairs and the Congress
have in restricting those part-
icular sales.

‘On that point I should just
like to inform the House that it
will be my responsibility, as
well as that of a number of
other members to call some
questions into account in the
whole area of denial of human
rights in Northern Ireland and
to bring this question up ...
when the sale will be required
to be consummated.’ .

Governor Carey of New York

has denounced the British pre-
‘sence in northern Ireland as
‘...an affront to the entire’
world community’ and sug-
gested economic sanctions if
the British government did not
respond to the criticisms of
continuing denial of human
rights. Dr. Kevin Cahill, a
major advisor to President
Carter and joint author with
Carey of a report condemning
the British government in
northern Ireland, stated that
‘somehow the two parties in

England decided that this [i.e.
Northern Ireland] is not 'S)ing
to be a political issue at's
like saying in 1962 that civil
rights was not to be
publicly.’ . i
While British politicians can
agree unanimously to let Ire-
land rot, the same is not .
ible in the USA with its large
and vigorous Irish-American
community. Thus US. politic-
ians who are far from radical
can make statements which
would seem revolutionary in

‘Locked up on Army open day

FOUR supporters of the
United Troops Out Move-
ment were picked up by
olice and held for over two
ours after an anti-recruit-
ment - picket at an . Army
‘Open  Day’ at Glencorse
Barracks, near Edinburgh,
last Saturday, 9th.

The four were picked up
as they were driving from a
‘car park some distance from
the display. The police called

“for reinforcements’ and

escorted the car and its
occupants to a mobile unit.
They were questioned for
two hours about their polit-
ical affiliations, what they
thought about Ireland, and
whether they were members
of the IRA! The car was
searched and several leaf-
lets were removed.

~ There were no charges.
In fact the 25 1 1 OM support-
¢rs on the picket had been
careful to- get assurances

from the police on duty that

"no obstruction was being
caused and no laws were
being broken.

2,000 leaflets were given
out, and Edinburgh UTOM is
continuing its activity. On
26th June, at 7.30pm, Edin-
inburgh Trades Council, it

is organising a public meet-
ing with a report-back from

delegates from Newcastle

Trades Council who recently
visited Northern Ireland.

Britain. :

But the statements cannot
be taken at face value. Men
like Carey and Tip O’Neill

. [Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives] have close llnrn
with Dublin premier Jack
Lynch. Just as Lynch occasion-
ally denounces Britain, the
better to undercut Republican
and socialist radicalism in the
South, so Carey and O’Neill
couple their human rights
appeals with active opposition
to Irish Republican support
groups in the USA. ;

Biaggi even proposed an in-
dependent Northern Ireland
;mi. B&th for this hn,fmmd
or Lynch’s vague p a
bourgeois united Ireland, pros-
ects of American investment
in Ireland are central.

Like Lynch, the Irish-
American. politicians have mo
notion of getting involved in
any serious struggle against
imperialism. - As the Irish
Republican Information Serv-
ice points out, ‘a trade boycott
[of Britain on the Irish issue] of
some description is possible,
but it will come from sympath-
etic trade unionists. nat the

United States Con .
JOHN CUﬁ:KGHAM
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1: THORPE CASE
So murder is natural, being gay is a defect?

IF -IN any circumstances
homosexuality can lead to
the ‘inevitable destruction
of a man’ — as Mr Peter
Taylor QC, summing up the
Thorpe prosecution, claim-
ed . — this can only mean
that such a man is living in
an intolerant, bigoted and
blinkered society.
Homosexuality in itself
never destroyed anyone.
Through all the ages and in
every society, millions of

men and women have been
‘glad to be gay’. They are
not odd, not bent, not
queer; they simply don’t
adhere to the ‘state relig-
jon’ of exclusive hetero-
sexuality.

But back in the court-
room, it is not society’s in-
tolerance [which, suppos-
edly, drives an aspiring
politician to think of murder
rather than be an open
homosexual] that is on

trial. Nor is Jeremy
Thorpe’'s defect his ambit-
ijon o his callousness or
his ruthlessness or his
cowardice.

According to the learn-
ed QC, we had witnessed
‘‘the slow but inevitable
destruction of a man by
the stamp of one defect —
his  homosexual tend-
encies’’.

This statement, quoted
in every newspaper and

2: PETROL CRISIS

Oil moguls pocket the

THE headlines bristle with
news of oil price rises, and
newspapers -tell stories of
shoot-outs between motor-
ists at the petrol pumps.
Meanwhile the Arab sheikh
replaces the . American
tycoon as the racist media’s
popular symbol of unbridled
wealth and power.

The scene is set for 2 new -

anti-semitism: the scape-
goating of the ‘Arab’ coun-
tries for the problems of the
industrialise

turned on its-head, with the
imperialists making out that
they are being oppressed by
the third world oil exporters.
Greed and corruption cease
to be the hallmarks of imper-
ialist plunder and are seen
as ‘typical of the Arabs’.

The fact is that the history
of the oil industry is a hist-
ory of imperialist bullying

and super-profiteering by
means of price fixing, of:

brutality, greed and corrupt-

ion .by capitalist companies
and states.

Nurtured first in the US
in the nineteenth century,
the quest for more and
cheaper oil took the oil com-
panies to every corner of the
globe. The Far East, Mexico
and Venezuela were the earl-
iest victims of the oil com-
panies’ insatiable profit-
hunger.

The author of a standard
work on the history of the oil
industry wrote of Mexico’s
fate: ‘‘The (Mexican) 1938
nationalisation came after
twenty years’ shameless
exploitation of the country’s
natural resources for the
good . of foreign capitalists
whose scorn for the govern-
ment and the people were
scarcely veiled, who delib-
erately refused to submit to
the Mexican authorities, the
laws it embodied and its
efforts to tax the companies,

who continuously intervened

in domestic politics, who
never ceased to .corrupt
civil servants in the States
or in the Federation, who
subsidised armed uprisings
and maintained armies of
white guards in the oil
regions’.

Mexico’s fate was typical,
including for the Middle
East. Indeed, the very
boundaries between some
Arab states were only impos-
ed by the imperialists in
.order to protect this or that
‘pipeline or retain this or
that oilfield.

Until 1950 the history of
the oil industry was marked

| by the absolute - domina-

d _capitalist. .
world. Colonialist racism’is -

tion of seven major compan-
ies, which succeeded in
imposing their will on the
producing and consuming
countries. The next twenty
years, however, saw the
impact on this situation of
anti-colonialist, ideology and
struggles. By' 1969, Iran,
Venezuela, Kuwait, Saudi
Arabia, Algeria, Iraq and
Libya had each in turn estab-
lished national oil compan-
ies. In 1960 OPEC was set
u}) to try to limit the power
of the oil companies. Increas-
ingly, the producer nations

demanded a share in the
profits and control of the oil
industry.

. Yet as late as 1970 the
Majors still controlled about
80% of world crude oil ex-
ports and 90% of Middle
East production. OPEC

demands (often supported"

secretly by the US in order to
gain an edge over their oil-
importing competitors like
Japan and West Germany)
were presented in the west-
ern press as the attempt by
greedy ‘haves’ to have more
at the expense of the ordin-

ary consumer in the west.

The consumer was told to
blame ‘the Arabs’ and for-
get the Rockefellers.

D

It would be difficult to
imagine a more lying repres-
entation of reality. The oil
exporting countries are all

Saudi Arabia’s OPEC negotiators: seeking a share of the profits

underdeveloped, have all
been plundered by imperial-
ism, and all need vast funds
if they are to develop industr-
ially and socially. The fabul-
ous wealth of a few emirs
does not change the fact that
the ‘mass of the population
of the oil exporting states is
wracked with poverty.

Lies about who is whose
victim go together with con-
cealment of the truth about
the structure of oil prices.
Since the late '20s prices
have been fixed by a cartel —
a price- and output-fixing

all the broadcasting media,
is as outrageous and in-
sulting a court pronounce-
ment as Judge McKinn-
on‘s greeting to John
Kingsley [‘one down, one
million to go’] Read —
‘I wish you well’.

Mr Taylor, no doubt to
show what a cultivated
gentleman he is, had begun
by saying that Jeremy
Thorpe’s downfall was a
tragedy ‘‘of truly Greek or

rofits and blame the

ring. The point was in gen-
eral to secure an artific-
ially high price by outlaw-
‘ing competition and in parti-
cular to guarantee the profits
of the most costly  Americ-
an fields. The practice,
therefore, was to fix the price
of Middle East oil arriving in
Europe at the price that the
equivalent oil coming from
the US would need to find to
make a good profit for the
relatively inefficient Americ-
an oil fields.

* In addition to price-fixing,
the taxes levied by the im-
porting country help push
the prices even higher. A
French economist gives the
following breakdown for the
price of ‘average’ crude in
France in 1974 (all cost cal-
_culation include the addit-
ion of profit at the average
rate): 0.6% production costs,
3.8% transport costs, 3%
refining costs, 4.3% market-
ing costs, 32.1% tax to the

38.4%
tax to France and 17.7%

superprofit.

D

‘Inis means that the oil

producing country,

companies are fabulously
wealthy . richer than many
third world nations put to-
gether. And these profits are
secured at public expense —
not only because the public
sove an inflated price, but
because the public pays for
the military, financial and

Shakespearean proport-
jons’’. Shakespeare had a
lot to say about murderous
ambition, and the Greeks
were quite sure that no
amount of wriggling or
cover-ups could get you
out of the path of fate. But

one thing is for sure:
neither Shakespeare nor
the ancient Greeks — of

all people — had the least
idea of condemning homo-
sexuality as a ‘defect’...

diplomatic resources used to
bolster the dominance of the
oil companies.

OPEC is nothing more
than a cartel of the under-
developed exporting nations
to limit the plunder by the
-cartel of the developed im-
porting countries and their
companies. It exists to create
a united front to fight for
a bigger cut of the profits
and control of the oil indust-
try. OPEC’s attempt to
restrict the flow of oil has
three related purposes: to
keep the price up, to keep the
cartel intact, and to prevent
a too rapid exhaustion of oil
and natural gas.

D

A secret US State Depart-
ment document recently
leaked offered a possible
extreme. solution to OPEC’s
power: invade the Middle
East. The British ruling class
impotently advocates cuts in
US transport consumption.
Some, together with some
US economists like- Milton
Friedman, advocate letting
the price rip in America and
breaking up the cartel.
Tribune, the paper that
prides itself on keeping the
red flag flying, calls for
rationing in Britain... ‘soc-
ialist’ rationing, of course,
while the Morning Star
calls for the nationalisation of
British oil resources in the
North Sea.

As for  Labour’s Energy
Secretary of yesterday and
would-be socialist hero of
today, Anthony Wedgwood
Benn, he has not said a
word yet.

D

Workers ' Action advocates
the nationalisation without
compensation of all oil re-
sources in Britain and their
‘downstream’  operations:
marketing, refining, trans-
portation, etc. Britain should
give up all foreign installa-
tions and put their respective
‘downstream’ operations in
the hands of the producer
countries of the third world.

In the meantime, cut oil
to the military, not to the
public. Oil workers should
organise a committee of
enquiry into the companies
and publish their findings to
expose the real profiteers.
The TUC should put its
weight behind such an
enquiry.

IN BRIEF

SIR Kenneth Keith, chair-
man of Rolls Royce Ltd and
also of the merchant bank
Hill Samuel, is fed up with
the National Enterprise
Board interfering in the com-
pany’s affairs.

Rolls Royce got £265 mill-
fon from the NEB last year.
Sir Kenneth does not object
to that. But he says the NEB
does not hand the money
over slickly enough. It de-
lays too long and asks too
many questions! .

Keith admitted that the
NEB had never tried to
change Rolls Royce policies.
But — so he said, in effect —
what he wanted from the
state, the owners of Rolls
Royce, was a good mess-
enger service to hand over
the cash, and not anybody
asking questions.

Coming at the same time
as the Tory plans to sell
the most profitable parts of
the NEB back to ?ﬂvm
industry, Sir Kenneth’s out-
burst throws a spotlight on
the reality of capitalist state
ownership. Far from being
an attempt to introduce soc-
ailist planning into capitalist
industry, state holdings are
there to prop up the existing
system, are run by cham-

ions of that system, and are

kely to go back to private
ownership as soon as they
make a consistent profit.

* * K

IN A series of articles, the
magazine The Leveller is
reprinting the minutes of a
pact between the BBC and
the police which gives the
police am .increased say in
television coverage of the
force. .

Programme plans will
have to be submitted to
them, and they will be able
to hold up anything they ob-
ject to unless the director-
general gives his go-ahead.

According to the Guard-
ian, ‘The agreement covers
only areas which the police
consider delicate, such as
national security, privacy
and matters which are ‘sub

judice’. It does mot extend

to news items or to current
affairs features onm police
work’.-

Nice to kmow... if it’s
true. But the same paper
points out that the Metropol-

itan Police started to get |

heavy with the BBC after
their screening of a three-
part drama series, ‘Law and
Order’. The Met didn’t
like the picture of corruption
it painted.

* * K

‘| THE GUARDIAN 1: The

Guardian was the only big
national daily paper to report
the case of the Virk brothers
(see page 5). It is less racist
than the other papers, to be
sure. But even this liberal
daily managed to headline
its report: ‘Gaol terms cut
for Asians who attacked
whites’.

* * K

THE GUARDIAN 2:  After
the police riot in Southall,
James Callaghan claimed
that the trouble was all the
work of outside agitators.
(The NF and the SPG appar-
ently had every right to
rampage through Southall,
but anti-racists from outside
the area had no right to
join the protest]. It was soon
revealed that almost all of

those arrested lived in or]

near Southall and most of
them were Asians.

Decvite this the Guardian
— whether out of sloppiness
or malice — refers to the
anti-NF activities on April
23rd as ‘Socialist Workers
Party protests’.
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BY LAWRENCE WELCH

THE GARNERS Steak Houses
strike ended in defeat on June
11th, after 17 months of hard
ltm::le for union recognition.
It ended ultimately as a result
of the betrayal of the strike by
the TGWU officials; the strik-
ers were determined to fight
on but felt unable to do so in
the face of TGWU obstruction.

A conference was called by
the strike commitiee on 9th
June to learn the lessons of the
dispute, and was attended by
about 120 people. On the plat-
form with the committee were
Mrs. Jayaben Desai [Grun-

wick strike leader], Phil
Gilliat from Sandersons, and
representatives  from the

strikes at the Economist Book-
shop and Grosvenor Hotel.

Vicious

The strike committee pres-
ented to the conference a 6-
page report on the develop-
ment of the strike, with partic-
.ular detail of the days of action
and the two previous confer-
ences, and of the role of the
union buresucracy. They con-
cluded with four general

ints under ‘What we have
earned from the dispute’.

The first states: ‘The cater-
ing indm:{ is of immig-
rant and migrant workers who

. are ready to join the unions.
They work in terrible condit-
_ions under the vicious n:{atem
of temporary work permits for
4 years. The trade union move-
ment as a whole must recog-

nise that it has an enormous
responsibility in this industry
in which there is only 2% un-
jonisation’.

The second point condemns
the role of the press, other
than the socialist papers, and
the third argues that ‘no
striker, no matter how just the
cause, can place any reliance
on the impartiality of the class
courts and legal system’.

Defeat

Point 4 reads: ‘We remain,
despite our defeat, trade
unionists. We have not lost
confidence in the rank and file
of the movement. We believe
that when a serious lead was
given the response was there
and that the basis for winning
existed throughout. But this
lead never came from the most
vital source — the leadership
of the TGWU and Region One.
We believe that our dispute
will not be entirely in vain if
workers who take up the fight
for union rights are pre
for the role.of this leadership,

and do not have to learn the

hard way.’
A 5-point declaration by the
strike committee was

and carried unanimously, to

be circulated throughout the

trade union movement “and -

endorsed as resolutions. The
declaration notes that ‘none of
the demands of the Strike
Committee for adequate fin-

ance, large-scale effective

blacking, were met by the res-
ﬁonsible officials in TGWU

egion One’. It draws attent-
ion to the particular difficult-
jes of organisation in the cater-
ing industry, and demands the
removal of the Regional Org-
aniser, Regional Secre and
other ‘officials responsible’ in
addition to the presence of the
strike committee at any en-

£33 71
aniry. It further pledges ‘to

ght forthwith for the election
and full accountability of all
labour movement officials in
the future’.

The last point calls for an
ngtomnﬁc procedure in recog-
nition disputes,  comprising
four demands which the strike
committee had made on the
union throughout the strike:

[] the sppointment of at
least one ﬁxvﬁﬁme union work-
er with the ute as his/her
sole responsibility, under the
control of the Strike Commit-

tee;
O effective picketing, in-
cluding mass pickets when

necessary;

. O effective blacking, includ-

m[ﬁ full secondary blacking;
special strike pay — £36

aer week [comparable to

runwick] given that the union
has experien: many such
marathon disputes.’ [The
strike at Garners was
£6 a week.

Focused

Contributions from the floor
were dominated by the Work-
ers’ Socialist League, who had
given the strikers considerable
support. They their
attacks on the union officials
and their pretension of being
left winig: of those whose
removal is demanded by the
strike committee are closely
connected with the Communist

Party.

The only dissident voice was
that of an AUEW official who
attempted to excuse the T&G
officials on the grounds that
they had not understood the
dispute, and had had insuffic-
jent time [17 months...] to do

so. .

Mrs. Jayaben Desai made
the point that unions are leam-
ing various techniques of
sabotage: for instance, where-
as the strike commitiee at
Grunwicks had financial in-
s - e

" for the Garners

dependence, money hhlﬁd
was, and still is, held the
TGWU. » held by

Factor

Two distinctive features of
the organisation of the dispute
were the independence of !

them by the inaction of
officials over the first
weeks and a crucial factor
enabling the strike to continwe
for so long; and the formation
of a support group to belp with
picketing, moneiy.-ouldn‘. ete.,
and preventing lation of the

strike.
The confere:
valuable o
ine the experience
and to pass on its' lessons
through concrete y
WIL d at those
volved recognition dis-
putes.

Blacked

Copies of the Report and
Declaration are also gvailable |
from the strike commitiee at
Room 84, 12:13 Henrletta
Street, London WC2

picketing, and full secondary

whole of the Executive Council
for ‘bringing the UPW intodis-
repute during the 1979 negot-
jations on pay, which culminat-
ed in the recommendation for
acceptance in the nati
ballot’. Supporters of the no
confidence amendment spoke
of the unbelievable bitterness
in the branches, and the fact
that the General Secretary was
completely out of touch with
the membership.

the nerve to say he ‘resen

the suggestion’ that he had at
any time suppo!
pay curbs of the government
— when everyone
was the most staunch support-
erof w
Labour

lousy 8% with st
to consolidation of the "76 and
*77 pay settlements. It doesn’t
seem to occur to Jackson that
. consolidation is only
giving postal workers what is
ours by right: in an industry
where exceptionally long hours
of overtime are

POST OFFICE: N

OW TO BUILD

A RANK AND FILE MOVEMENT

TOM JACKSON was censured
by UPW, delegates at the
union’s annual conference at
the end of May. But they
didn’t . take the members’
anger over the Executive's
handling of this year’s pay
claim to its logical conclusion
by passing the more serious
vote of no confidence.

Conference censured the

Replying, Tom Jackson had

rted the 5%
knows he
e controls under the

vernment.
Jackson still persists _in

claiming that the offer the Ex-
ecutive Council accepted in
March was ‘the best settle-
ment’ they could get — a I
ings attached  the
bulldozed through — six
months ﬁﬁer the annual pay
increase Nate of January 1ist.
Another very imiort.ant
amendment reflecting the dis-
satisfaction with the EC was
the one calling for officers
elected after 1981 to stand for

the norm —

What goes
questioned is the fact that the
1975, "76 and 77 rises are be-
itr:ﬁ served up to postal workers

ce — the

- ini

by almost un-

first time round

as supplements, the second
time round as consolidation.
Although this year’s original
pay O
against) was only 8%, it was
resented by the EC as 12%
ecause it
consolidation. And workers
were being ask
this crumb through increased
efficiency!

Jackson tried to ar
Conference that the efficiency
agreements were only for show
— he asked delegates to be-
lieve that althoug
would have agreed to the intro-
duction of part time workers,
‘any branch which, under the
terms of the agreement did not
want part timers would have
the backing of Union HQ'.
Members were being agked to
believe that HQ would fight
against something which was

er (rejected by 6-1

included part-

to pay for

e at

the union

eady union policy, when

they have clearly shown their
ability to fight for anything.
Or ost anything — the
exception came when Jackson
had to glét up a fight for his
job as

anaged to hang on despite

neral Secretary. He
isgusting sell-out now

- T% as

As Ernie Dudley, the mover,
explained, ‘When ﬁou elect a
general officer to Q you are
not electing him to a rest home
but to one of the most respon-
sible jobs in the UPW’. The
amendment was unfortunately
lost, but only by the narrow
margin of 10,587 votes to 8,124

Jackson patted himself on
the back at Conference for
achieving a settlement which
workers will actually get in
their pockets six mont .
He tried to argue thay it was
not possible to see a trend, or
a going rate, until almost the
end of February’. And now he
is pushing for the pay date to
be moved from January 1
July 1st — in order ‘to see
exactly what happens to other
groups on a strictly compar-
able basis’. Post Office work-
ers must Probest against this
attitude of letting other work-
ers do their fighting for them.

The deal finally accepted is
8%, 8% on allowances, and a
reduction in incremental scales
together with consolidation of
the previous supplement o
from June 1st 1979.
There will be onﬁoing dis-
cussions on €onso. idation of
the '76 and '77 pay awards and
on a sayment for moving the
annual pay date.

Pay is only one of the issues
which ur%ently call for the
building of a national rank and
file movement in the PW. A
militant rank and file is needed
to put u alternatives to Jack-
son and his crowd on the fight
for jobs, the fi%lht for a democ-
ratic union, the fight for a

NUT left moves
towards unity

RANK & FILE TEACHER held
its annual conference
weekend (9th-10th) during a
period of industrial action over
the salary claim, and three
days before the funeral of
Blair Peach, who was a leading
member of R&F Teacher be-
fore his death at the hands of
the SPG in Southall.

The conference confirmed
the healthx growth of the org-
anisation during the past year
— a doubling of its member-
ship and incre sales of
its paper were reflected in the
numbers and morale at con-
ference.  Numerous new
groups have been founded out-
gide London, while traditional
strongholds that have survived
years of downturn are recruit-
ing again. Most important,
many teachers’ associations
with little previous R&F pres-
ence have bombarded the NUT
Executive with resolutions on
the pay issue, calling for the
stepping up of industrial action
along the lines argued by R&F
and other militants.

Internal democracy - has
been improved. There have
been national delegate meet-
ings during the year as an
advisory body for the elected
Executive, which refreshingly
does not have a London-b
majority.

A motion was passed un-
opposed endorsing cooperat-
jon on specific issues — such
as joint election slates, confer-
ence resolutions and the org-

ing that the common ground
between the organisations is
sufficient to make a fusion
both possible and desirable;
and it blurred over the fact that
the STA was set up in the first
place because of the lack of
democracy in R&F, rather
than because of political dis-
agreements. Nevertheless, it
lays the basis for future joint
activity  against the union
bureaucracy.

The conference also discuss-
ed how to relate to militants in
the other mx'gr teachers’
union, the NAS/UWT. Al-.
though on paper the NUT has
far more progressive policies
on educational issues and on
social questions such as racism
and women's rights, the m
task is to involve NAS/U
members in joint action at
school level against the bur-
eaucratic leaderships of both
unions. R&F will fight to rec-
ruit NAS/UWT activists to the
NUT on the basis of fighting
the union leadership.

Motions drawn up for next

ear's NUT annual conference
include a salarjes motion
which calls for flat-rate inc-
reases and opposition to com-
parability, arbitration, and
possible incomes policies. The
motion on racialism demands
an end to immigration cont-
rols, affiliation to the Anti-
Nazi League, and the scrapp-
ing of the police Special Patrol
Group.

The motion on sex discrim-

mands for women's rights —
abortion, maternity leave, se-
curity of tenure, and nursery
facilities. A motion on
democracy will call for restor-
ation of the right of local ass-
ociations to sanction i
action, and the ann
o el e call or

er motions
osition to corporal pum:
ment, for pupils’ rights, and
for a fight against the attacks
on education. .

There was a debate on fall-
ing rolls, which began to
clarify some of the key tasks
facing teachers. However,
there wasn’t enough time to
hamme:i out a'CPhelmlt.‘lte strat-
egy, and surprising con-
ference rejected the gemnnd of
‘no school closures’. The -
ment was that it was
better to insist on job main-
tenance, smaller classes
better conditions of work, am
the value of small schools
while not ruling out the
possibility of some schools

ildings and facil-

B!

with pogr buil
ities closing.
erall, R&F Teacher has
responde& well to the upturn
in teachers’ militancy and is

making an incre i“:d
on the union leamm a
whole ri of issues. As long

as its leadership continues to
avoid past mistakes in

internal democracy and in
sectarian mistrust of other
teacher militants, then the
prospect of a strol i

sometimes 30 o n 40 hours  re-election eve five years —  shorter working week and the y [ A
a we%k gy the i’::teOfﬁceohas an attempt to gake tge decis-  fight to stop the hiving off of anisation of educational con- ination will raise for the first in the NUT is now r than
robbed workers of millions of = ion-makers accountable to  sections of the Post Office to ferences — with the Socialist time in the union demands re- for a long time.

pounds by paying overtime those they make the decisions private industry. Teachers Al];ance."l‘he mot- lating to discrimination against CHEUNG SIUMING
rates on 1974 rates of pay. for. MARIAN MOUND 1on stopped short of recogmis-  g&y teachers, as well as de-




The wall crumbles but the stru

DURING THE early hours
of 8th June, a massive act
.of vandalism was perpetr-
ated on behalf of Capital.
Morgan Crucible Company.
-2  multinational’ which
intends to . develop the
Battersea riverside site on
which it stands for offices
and luxury flats, .almost
completely demolished the
2 mural covering its
wall.

The mural was the work
of Brian Barnes, a local art-
-ist, painted over two years
with the help of friends and
‘residents, and only given
its final lacquering six
_months ago. :

The idea of a mural arose
from discussion .in the
. Battersea Redevelopment
Action Group (BRAG),
which was fighting for two
derelict sites at Battersea
Bridge to be used.for public
recreation and council

£

housing, both urgently

needed by Battersea resi-
dents. .

The second public en-
quiry into use of the sites
reported in February 1978,
giving Morgan as develop-
ers the permission they
required, and granting re-
sidents nothing. The wall
of Morgan's factory was
exposed after the demoli-
tion of a Halfway House,
and was separated from the
road by a stretch of grass.

Local residents set up a

‘Wandsworth Mural Work-
shop’, and obtained per-
mission from Morgan to
paint the.wall. v

Not only did it add wel-
come life to the otherwise
bleak site, but it served
very weel to publicise the
issue and to gain support
for BRAG's demand that
the sites should be for
public use.. :

The mural depicted a
huge broom sweeping the

dirty and smelly factories
of the Battersea riverside,

"the projected tower blocks

and office buildings, along
with the planners and spec-
ulators, into a holocaust,
leaving the area for parks,

playgrounds, and resid-
ents’ use. )
Although ~ those who

worked on the wall always
knew that it was unpopular
with '‘Morgan and might

- eventually be demolished,

they hoped at least to save
it for the site. It came to
symbolise a better Batter-
sea, and pressure was
building up around the
issue of the wall itself in
addition to the question of
the use of the two sites.
Morgan are not intend-
ing to develop immediate-
ly, it appears, as the market
for the expensive build-
ing they plan is poor at
present, and there are dis-
agreements over the shar-

ing of profits with the build-
ers, Wates. Demolition of
the whole factory will take
a year; so far, only the wall
has been destroyed, with-
out warning. The one factor
clearty absent from
Morgan’s calculations. is
residents’ need, for hous-
ing and for open space.
Since the demolition,
Brian Barnes has painted,
among the remaining flam-
es, Morgan’s chairman
burning tn death, along
with the chief architect

- and Lord Harlech from the

board of directors. Lord
Harlech holds a paintbrush -
made by Rowney, a subsid-
iary of Morgan and manu-
facturer of paints and art-
ists’ materials. Apart from
providing a useful creative
outlet for .his anger, Mr
Barnes commented that
these figures ‘improve it
artistically’.

The morning the demoli-

Barnes made a public pro-
test, supported by several
hundred people dismayed
by the spiteful and unnec-
essary destruction of a
much-loved local asset. The
police piled.in. Early in the
demonstration, the Special
Patrol Group arrived, arm-
ed and with riot shields,
and kept the demonstrat-
ors from joining Mr Barnes
on the remains of the wall.
The crowds did not
disperse until late evening,
and many. - continued
their . protest outside the
police station where Mr
Barnes and others arrest-
ed were taken.

Brian Barnes is facirg
charges of threatening be-
haviour and obstruction.
Six others were also charg-
ed. Their cases have been
deferred to October.

Mr Barnes is, with the
heip of a firm of solicit-

gole lives on

_tion was discovered, Brian

ors specialising in art matt-
ers, investigating the poss-
ibility of legal redress for
the demolition of hig work,
and of future safeguarding
of wall paintings. He would
also like to see artists boy-
cott Rowney materials,

The fight over the use of
the sites continues, and
BRAG hopes that sufficient
pressure will be put on
Morgan for them to sell
the land to Lambeth coun-
cil, which is interested in
part of the site for council
housing. They are seeking
support through . union
channels to prevent further
demolition, and plan to
picket any firm which- takes
iton. .

There is a public meeting
at 8pm on Friday 15th
June at Latchmere Baths,

‘Latchmere Rd, Battersea.

fund, c/o David Imberg,
1 Stormont Rd, SW11.
MANDY WILLIAMS

THE VIRK brothers defence
campaign scored a limited
success on Friday June 8th
when, after a picket outside
the Royal Courts of Justice,
an appeal e reduced
the brothers’ sentences from
seven, three and two years
to 3 years, 18 months, and
one year. ‘ :

But police tried to get
thelr own back by harassing
the picket and making two
arrests.

The Virks were mending
their car outside their home

in East London when they -

were abused and provoked
by white racist thugs. They
defended themselves and a’
fight started. The Virks call-
ed the police... only to be
arrested themselves and lat-
er given heavy sentences.
The picket on June 8th,
about 200 strong, was mainly
composed of Sikhs, with a
few supporters from the
white left. At first the police
ragreed to a picket of 50,

SENTENCES REDUCED
ON VIRK BROTHERS

saying that the re

150 would be allowed to
march through the City and
past the courts. At the last
minute the police suddenly
decided the march would
not be allowed to march past
the courts.

When the Sikhs tried to
push forward, )
arrested. The demonstra-
tion staged a sit-down, but
was forced to move off.

The police then said the

picket could only be ten
people, not 50.

At the same time, 20 sup-
porters of Housing Action
and the London Squatters’
‘Union were also picketing
the courts, over the eviction
of 50 squatters from the
Ferry Lane Estate in North
London. The houses, owned
by the GLC, were squatted
by Housing Action as a pro-
test at the GLC’s plan to sell
them off. Local tenants and

trade unionists supported

this protest.

two were

Just as the Virk Brothers
demonstration was stopped,
the police moved in to break
up the squatters’ picket and
arrested seven.

The next day, when the
seven appeared at Bow St
Magistrates’ Court, 30
supporters picketed that
court. The police stepped in
again, arresting seven more
people, and re-arresting one
of the first seven.

In both cases, those arrest-
ed were subjected to sexist
and offensive abuse, along
with remarks like ‘Blair
Peach? We get a bady bonus,
one down, a few thousand to
go’, ‘We haven’t brought our
coshes today’, ‘So what's
wrong with being in the Nat-
ional Front?’

All these arrests are an
attack on the - fundamental
right to picket.

For more information on the

squatters’ arrests, phone

607 2789 x 5027 or 701 5691.
PAUL BARKER

Lindofreed

GEORGE Lindo has been

1 cleared after serving a year in
jail. Lindo, a Bradford textile
worker, was framed up for
robbery by a detective who
claimed that Lindo had con-
fessed to raiding a betting
shop.

He was sentenced to two
years although he was not
identified by the shop assist-
ants and had a cast-iron alibi
sworn to by workmates and
family

When police enquiries into-an
unconnected case revealed
that the detective who framed
up George Lindo was a liar,
they did not bother to contact
Lindo’s solicitors or the court.
The detective has since left

BATTERED women and their

kids and Birmingham Womens

Aid have occupied a large

house in Edgbaston in their

fight for a refuge for battered
- women.

There is one simple reason
whg',women endure split lips
and bruised bodies — they
have nowhere to go. Their
plight is even worse when
there are children involved,
as there usually are. .

Birmingham City Council,
who own the house, have re-
sponded to the women’s bold
action by serving a possession
order and getting the Electric-
ity Board to dig up the road to
cut off the electricity supply.

By the time you read this
the women and kids will prob-
ably be without gas and water
too — and the bailiffs may
have been round to evict them.

I The women are fighting all
the way. They have the sup-
rt of local NUPE and
ALGO branches and the
Tradfs Cou:gil, and tlt;vcar 100
‘people turned up to their sup-
gort meeting on Sunday 10th
une.

Refuge

At that meeting further
offers of support came from
shop stewards at Longbridge
am‘lp Rover Solihull, and from
Labour Party members.

The women are picketing
the council housing commit-
tee meeting on Thursday 14th.
The council’s complete inhu-
. manity towards the women
was shown when they toid
the husband of one woman.—
battered by him for 16 years —

.} where she was living.

Cities such as London and
Manchester have had refug-
ﬁs for hsevexl':lgs yeatrg nl;gﬁv.

irmingham atheti
behind with no regxge at all,
The women also want to draw
attention to the plight of the
homeless in the city, and to

rotest at the plan to turn the
gouse into a private hospital

lack of Erivate hospitals!

The house is in good condi-
tion but has been standing
empty for two years. The coun-
cil’s neglect of their property
has sud
concern.

The reactionary ‘local even-
ing paper and the TV refused
to publicise the women’s
daily press releases until the
bailiffs come to throw them out

enly turned into great -

I Battered by hushands,
-attacked by the council

— and then publicity will be
too late. The more support
the women have, the better
their chances of resisting evict-
ion and winning a refuge from
the council. :

MARIAN MOUND

* Donations and messages of
support to: Women’s Aid,
26 Priory Road, aston,
Birmingham 15 (021 449 5913).
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