Sep.8-15, 1979

TUC AND THE TORIESH| Engineers stay

solid, Duffy

1

wautil
have done all they can to
melt everything down into
bland, passive ‘“‘unity ag-
ainst the Tories’". Instead of
organising for a fight. they
have been whining about
how bad the Tories are for
national unity.

The union leaders take this
attitude because they are
afraid of militant rank and
file action of the sort that
beat back the last Tory
government.

Delegates and National
Executive members of one
union — the CPSA — voted
to oppose the Generdl Coun-
cil's no-fight resolution on
‘economic and social ad-
vance’ and the similar com-
posite moved by the EETPU
andsupported by TASS. Then
the delegation unconstitut-
ionally changed policy. But

this is the speech that CPSA
delegate Stephen Corbishley
was_%ue to make.

Our movement taces a
‘ serious attack from the
Tories. This attack is not
motivated by dogma. It is
not a misunderstanding. It is
motivated by class interests
and it reflects the need of the
class the Tories represent to
attack the working class at a
time when the capitalist sys-
tem world-wide is in its worst
crisis for 40 years.

" We need to mobilise the
strength of the working class
against this attack, a
strength which exists in
strikes, on picket lines, in
demeonstrations., in occupa-
tions, and not in talks at
Downing Street,

We need to put forward
our political answers on a
class basis, with policies like
cutting working time without

Don’t talk,
organise!

o ensure full
emplovment and, as an im-
mediate step, fighting for a
35 hour week; like nationalis-

Wss 0l pay

ation  without compensa-
tion: like workers” coatrol —
not advice on how to run a

mixed economiy.

The resolunions before you
which we oppuse do not re-
cognise this. They accept the
role of the trade union move-
ment as a mediator between
the classes, tryving to achieve
moderation on both sides so
that there can be national un-
ity. But the only national un-
ity we will ever get under the
present system is unity on
the terms of the capitalist
class and at the expense of
working people.

The last Tory government
tried the same sort of attack;
they were beaten back, not
by talks at Downing St, but
by the miners’ and builders’

tlving sccondary pickets, by
the wuorkers who struck to
frec the Pentonville Five,
atd by other rank and file
action.

The prablem now is that
many of the leaders of our
movement are frightened by
the prospect of such action
reappearing. Patching to-
gether a composite ~as in
compuosite 8, with a plirase
here for the right-wing and a
phrase there for the left-
wing, is' not good enough. It
won't help us to defend our
members against the Tory
attacks.

In the joint CPSA/SCPS
pamph]cl ]llL vther halt of
the picture’, the full details
of the conscquences of public
cxpenditure culs — particul-
arly in the civil service, —
are finely spelled out. Cuts

continued on page 2

WHILE the engineers’ 2-day
strike on Scptember 3-4 was
‘solid’, according to the
Engmeermg Employers’
Federation's own account,
AUEW  president Tf:rrjr
Duffy has been denouncing
any sign of left-wing milit-
ancy in his union.

Duffy was furious when
the AUEW delegation at the
TUC voted to back a call for
mass demonstrations against
Tory economic policy. He
complamed the delegation
must be ‘‘communist-domin-
ated”’, and swore he would
change things for the Labour
Party conference.

Duffy has no more respect
for the members' interests
over pay than he has on poli-
tical issues. The two-day
strike tactic is better calcul-
| ated to wear down the strik-
ers’ militancy than the boss-
es’ resistance.

The militancy is hard-
wearing. As the pay battle

| continues, demands for an

all-out strike are growing
louder. Rallies:or stewards’
meetingsin Leeds, Bradford,
Edinburgh and Birmingham
have called for all-out action.
In Sheffield, AUEW district
secretary George Caborn, a
Communist Party member,
has called for an all-out
strike, though the CP’s daily
Morning Star still just backs
the Confed official leadership

Despite great. efforts by
the capitalist press, strike-
breaking efforts on Septem-
ber 3rd came to very little.
A much-publicised ‘back to

gets panicky

work’ move at BL Long-
bridge ended with a small
band of workers disconsol-
ately trailing round the
picket lines.

In Coventry, the loca] Ev-
ening Telegraph had claimed
that up to 600 workers would
scab at GEC factories in the
city. In fact only a few people
crossed the picket lines, to go
in to the transmission section
at the Stoke plant — and they
were soon sent home by the
bosses. Another 25 workers
stood outside the plant with
placards saying they want-
ed a ballot before strike
action.

The most important fact-
ories breaking the strike
were the BL Cars assembly
and body plants at Cowley,
Oxford. But in Sheffield,
Hadfields, a private steel
firm. employing over 5,000
workers, has settled on the
full claim and been kicked
out of the EEF as a result.

The claim — £80 minimum
time rate for skilled workers,
£60 for unskilled, a 39 hour
week with progress to 35
hours by 1982, two days
extra holiday, and a common
implementation .date on
April 1st 1979 — is inadequ-
ate: no across-the-board pay
rise, no inflation protection
for wages, no immediate 35
hour week. But it can and
must be won now.

®* Mass meetings in every
factory and district. Rank
and file control of the
struggle.

* All out strike.

STOP THE REPRESSION IN IRAN

AFTER HOURS of aerial and
artillery  bombardment, the
city of Mahabad, bastion of
the Kurdish national move-
ment, has fallen to the Iran-
fan army backed up by [s-
lamic Revolutionary Guards.

To avoid further destruct-
ion, Kurdish fighters decid-
ed against a further defence
of jthe city. The inhabitants
have left the town and taken
to the mountains.

Sheikh Ezeddin Hosseini,
the immensely popular
Kurdish leader, and Abdul
Rahman Ghassemlou, the
leader of the Kurdistan De.
mocratic Party — the top

of Iran, sentenced to death
in Ahwaz, are still in the bal-
ance (though 8 other SWPI
members, arrested in Teh-
ran, have been released).
According to government off-
icials replying to protests by
Amnesty International and
German trade unionists, no
such sentences have been
imposed. The officials claim-
ed that two have been sent-
enced (presumably a refer-
ence to two women who were
given life sentences) — for
szbotaging an oil install-
atiom.

This is certainly a pack of
lies. The published charges

the women were also

men on Khomeini’s wanted zgaims: d
list — have reportedks Isimgz. bat did not include any M - Frid 7 September 7.30pm
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IRELAND

by JOHN

O’MAHONY
LORD LOUIS Mountbatten
was 79 years old when the
IRA biew him up last week —
but he was nevertheless a
member of the British Royal

Family and had been a lead-
ing servant of the British

Enli_{xire. ;

is ‘liberal’ image came
from the fact that he was one
who presided over the ‘vol-
Untary’ dismantling of  an
Empire which' Britain had
ceased to have the

to maintain. He was a fair
target for those fighting to
drive the British out of north-
-cast Ireland. “‘These le
think they can retire?”’,
rhetorically asked a spokes-
man for the IRA, interviewed
in the Irish Times (1st Sep-
tember).

The killing of Mountbatten
on the same day that the IRA
blew up 18 paratroopers
hammered home the fact that
the IRA remains a power
capable of indefinitely con-
tinuing to make war on Brit-
ain — and that the war will
go on until Britain with-

made earlier by the march of
10,000 in Belfast to demon-
strate support for the IRA on
the 10th anniversary of the
entrance of the British Army
onto the streets in 1969,
during the fighting between
Orange pogromists . and
Northern Ireland police on
one side and Catholics in
Derry and West Belfast on
the other. :

In the wake of Mountb-
atten’s death, the British
Government has demanded
that the 26 County (South-
ern) government t the
right of ‘hot pursuit’ across
the border between the
North and South to the Brits
ish Army, agree to extradite
wanted Republicans to the
Six - Counties (North), and
allow the Royal Ulster Con-
stabulary to interrogate sus-
pects held by 26 County
police. The imperialist arrog-
ance of these demands has
spurred even the limp
*Fianna Fail’ ment of
Jack Lynch to make object-
ions. - ;
Fianna Fail Minister for
Finance and Tanaiste George
Colley was asked in an inter-
view by the Canadian Broad-
casting Corporation if he
would have qualms of con-
science about extraditing
somebody to a police force or
an armgai; Northern Ireland
which been the subject

draws. The same point was

the IRA killed Mountbatten

of a European Court of Hu-
man Rights .case, and he
answered: S o

‘““Yes. This -is another
aspect of it. 1 have been deal-
ing with the legal problems
with which we are faced aund
which could not be solved
without changing our consti-
tution... But it is true that
many people would have
qualms about handing over
suspects to a police force,
some members of which —
by no means all — but some
members of which have been
found guilty in an internat-
ional court of ill-treatment of
prisoners. and of conduct

_ties, giving the IRA a more or

When Irish Republicans strike down top peo
and the State mobilises for revenge.

sympathy . with the Six
County Republicans and
support their goal of destroy-
ing Partition.

In the early '40s repression
by a Fianna Fail government
which shattered and all but
wiped out the IRA was
triggered by a stunning IRA
coup, when the IRA raided
and completely ransacked
the central Government
arsenal in Dublin. Today the
main argument for the
Fianna Fail government
against attempting to repeat
that episode is the support
for the IRA in the Six Coun-

no press outcry, no official funerals

which is, if not international-
ly defined as torture, the
next best thing forit...”

Ministerial  understate-
ment, from a minister whose
own state’s police have be-
haved with notorious savag-

 ery (as for example in the
well-documented recent case
of the IRSP alleged train
robbers).

The pressure from the
Tory government continues,
however, and Thatcher has
tried to create the impress-
ion that a meeting with
Lynch arranged weeks ago
is in fact the result of a
summons from her to the
prime minister of Britain's
smaller neighbour so that he
can he reprimanded. The
Tories are ined to in-
sist that the ‘problem’ in
the Six Counties is not a pol-
itical problem — centred
around the unviability and
artificiality of the Six County
state — but a problem of
more effective police work
on both sides of the border.

Jack Lynch’s government
knows better. Many of their
supporters, Fianna Fail party
members and voters, have

less stable base to retreat
into.

The British couldn’t exert
the level of repression
necessary to smash the IRA
without extending it to per-
haps a majority of the Six
County Catholic population,
who support the IRA active-
ly or passively (that extens-

ion is just what the Orange

demand for ‘action’ against
the IRA in fact means).
Any such attempts in the Six
Counties would probably-
generate widespread dissat-
isfaction and resistance to’
any 26 County government:
seen to be helping Britain.
These  considerations - in-
hibit Fianna Fail — but an
increase repression in the 26
Counties is nevertheless
likely.

Meanwhile in the Six
Counties a new round of sect-
arian  assassinations has
agparenﬂy been started by
the ‘Ulster Freedom Fight-
ers’, a name which is. a flag
of convenience for the legal
Ulster Defence Association.
There have already been two
apparent sectarian killings,
including the shooting of a

of the British , there is a press outcry'
en the Britisk State strikes down Irish people...

father of 10 children.
. The Irish Times IRA inter-
view (by Niall Kiely) gives a
remarkably clear picture of
the reasoning of those who
killed Mountbatten, in direct
quoted speech by an un-
named IRA spokesman. It is
a voice that deserves to be
heard in the British labour
movement, though we can
only give extracts here: ;
“We used a 50 Ib bomb,
all gelignite, detonated by
remote control. It was not
Placed in a lobster-pot. It
caused the political effects
we wanted it to cause which
were expected beforehand.

“‘That is, the British Gov-
ernment and a fair-sized maj-
ority of English people —
they are living in a mon-
archy, after all — would
react to the death of Mount-
batten in a way they wouldn't
react to the death of a 79-
year old Irishman killed by
the Brits or at the hands of
the RUC. We would do exact-
Iy.the same thing again ag-
ainst prestige targets. :

*The man's age doesn't
matter, it was what ke re-
presented. The English
people would have seen him
as very popular, very courag-
eous ... well, we've been
burying people for yedrs.
Now they know how we feel.

"You had this guy acting
like a tourist. What did he
think about Ireland? What
was he doing to influence
Brit policy? By his silence —
a man with his connections
— he condoned the occupa-
tion and the torture, the SAS
executions last year... These
people think they can retire?

‘"Take an old Republican
from the 1920s. They can
boot him out of England un-
der the PTA [Prevention of

f RUC? Did the Roya

Terrorism Act]. What about
the likes of Sammy Devenn-
ey, beaten to death tl_w
. oyal Family
grieve over the likes of him?
““What about old Peter
McGrath who -ended up in
Omagh mental hospital aft-
er seven days in RUC ‘cust-
‘0
"‘English people had an
}??nity with' the kikes of
X ounx’iv:tteu ;vlugh t‘:I:y
on't have rish people.
Some Z.Med Irish and
it means nothing to them,
and there's been dead Irish
%eople down the centuries.
nglish people just don't
care — well, they re going to
have to care. .
““Mountbatten has been
described as a father-figure
of the Royal Family, a pillar
of post-imperialist Britain;
but Britain is still an imper-
ialist power while it remains
in occupation of the six
counties.

aa

“When they've finished
cursing, of course, and
damning us, they'll have to
question the value of con-
tinuing with their occupation
of :Ireland. Because that's
why he died. 3

‘Young Maxwell [an Irish
boat-boy who also died]
shouldn't have been there.
Latest intelligence before
the attack said that there
would be additional mem-
bers of the Royal Family,
not civilians, on the boat.
Their presence would still
not have inhibited the opera-
tion going ahead. .

“But Paul Maxwell was
not scheduled to be there: it
should have been a more
mdture man, an older man
who would have been able to
weigh up the political com-
pany he was keeping and the
repercussions of i,

“‘On. occasion, we have
killed innocent civilians dur-
ing operations, but because
they weren't prestige fig-
ures.or members of the Roy- .
‘al Family, it didn't get the
same publicity. We have

- postponed, and even cancell-

ed; operations in the past be-
cause of danger to children
and civilians.

“We're not out to kill
civilians, but take this as an
example. Saracen vehicles

British Army carried a 13
year old boy in a Saracen
and we hit it, who's respons-
ible for his death? ; A

“"Mountbatten did not re-
present_any change in our
legitimate targets. Judges,
senior government officials,
defence personnel were
among our targets several
months ago when we sent
them letter bombs in Eng-
land. We will continue to
hit prestige targets, without
apology, and we will hit the
next one just as hard.

**Wait and see if Peter Jay
and Jim Callaghan return to
their holiday cottage in Co.
Cork next summer... don't
forget, we regard this coun-
try as one unit... :

“‘The importance of Warr-
enpoint was that after ten
years, a full platoon was wip-
ed out, the biggest Brit loss
in this country for 58 years.
Bejore that, there was the 18
auxiliaries wiped out by the
IRA in November 1920.

“It also demolishes pre-
dictions that the IRA was fin-
ished, the Roy Mason tooth-
paste-tube boast. In country
areas, especially now thatl
such huge quantities of ex-
plosives can be wused, it's
going to make the British
Army very worried'".

On September 3rd, in an
incoherent editorial, the Irish
Times coupled Mountbatt-
en’s name with that of the
Irish nationalist hero, Sir
Roger Casement, also at one
time a prominent servant of
the British Empire. (The

oint seemed to be that
%ep’ublicans should have

: re?ect for Mountbatten...)

maladroit comparison:
Casement, an Antrim man,
had been a prominent and:
celebrated liberal Imperialist
ﬁgure. He retired and work-
ed for Irish “reedom. Captur-
ed before the 1916 uprising,’
he was tried for High Treas-
on after the Rising.
Pressure from Casement’s

' many Establishment friends

and admirers to save his life
was deflated by the circula-
tion of extracts from his
alleged diaries concerning
homosexual activities. Fin-
ally tl:‘e hupn;dangnfgritish Em-
ire drop oger Case-
g:ent through a trapdoor
with a rope around his neck.
*“These Peopl'e.think they

-can retire?’’ Britain used not

to think so.

are known as targets: if the

TUC AND T
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of £2.6 billion this year, and a
proposed further £44 billion
by the end of 1982, could
mean, throughout local and
central government, loss of
300,000 jobs, and the Tories
would have to sack workers
to achieve their target.

What do resolution 45 and
composite 8 say about this?
In essence: talk to the Tories.
Our potential members now
on the dole queve or at
school are not going to get
jobs. What do the resolutions
say? Talk to the govern-
ment.

Our members already have
to suffer from the run-down
of the NHS. The Tories are
going to make it worse. What

to the government. School,

services are to be cut, and

does the resolution say? Talk
housing, transport, welfare

HE TORIES

even when the Government
was Labour. With the pre-
sent Government, the only
purpose of the chats at
Downing St is to blunt our
fight-back. The talks are not
going to change the Tories’
minds. They have said it
themselves.

Tories’ minds are only
changed by direct action, as
they were between 1972 and
1974. Their policies will only
be reversed by socialist poli-
cies. Capitalism today just
no longer has room for both
the needs of the capitalist
class — that is, profit and
more profit — and the needs
of the working class.

We must decide that the
needs of the working class
come first for us and fight on
that basis. .

These resolutions are as
vague as possible. They do
not give us any calls to action
for the membership. The
FTAT amendment to motion
& x warmly welcomed by
pr pmoe. ez = call to

a—ue T ve xrgEarsed by e

General Council, but given
our position on motion 45,
procedure unfortunately en-
sures we have to vote ‘

against.*

Composite 8 wants us to
endorse the Concordat with
the last Labour government.
Our union is against the Con-
cordat. In our conference’s
view, it was an exercise in
tying one hand behind our
backs when we needed both
hands to defend our mem-
bers’ interests, :

Composite 8 also wants
import controls, while motion
45 calls for measures against
import - penetration. Both
don’t say anything definite
about enforcing workers’ in-
terests against ‘the Tories,
but. are very definite about
enforcing Britain's supposed
interests against the inter-
ests of workers abroad.

Mostly, however, these re-
solutions are concerned with
defending the existing bal-
ance of the so-called mixed
economy. This is not a policy
that can mobilise our mem-

istic policy.

Through the IMF, th:@ :
the right-wing policies e

last Labour Government, and
through the present Tory
cuts, capitalism has served
notice on us that the needs of
profit are not longer consist-
ent with providing decent
public services and miain-
taining employment. We
have to challenge the needs
of profit and its system.
When we are asked, where
will the resources come from,
they will come from seizing
the wealth of the top 5% who
at present own 30% of all
private weaith in this coun-
try, and from the rational
planning of the whole eco-
nomy by the workimg class.
We meos zmswer the
Tories or & workmg dass,
socialist tess F Comgress
passes these motoas. = Wil
be givirz momee Shar s FE
willing = pus e Tames
game. ome w= e 2min
lose. Thar = wiv we
shouié Trrwr Them Mz

bership, and it is not a real-
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BAGNALLS,

THE BOSSES at a Basing-
stoke fork lift truck factory,
‘Lansing Bagnalls, are using
sackings, intimidation; and
open threats to try to shut
down the Workers' Action
factory bulletin, written and
distributed by WA support-
ers inside the factory for two
years. So far their hand has
been considerably sirength-
ened by help from the factory
union leadership.

But the bulletin continues
to function, with increased
support among the 4,000
Bagnalls workers.

e bosses’ efforts have
included following workers
around the factory and out to
the gates at ui%l:t, posting
notices promising . instant
dismissal for anyone caught
giving out the bulletin, and
actual sackings.

Martin Timmins, WA sup-
porter, Basingstoke Boilet-

BASINGSTOKE

makers’ union branch secr-
etary, and a deputy shop
steward at Bagnalls, was
sacked  on March 1st. Sup-
posedly it was for bad time-
keeping. But Timmins had
not been outside’ the norm-
ally allowed three minutes’
grace since he last had a
warning. Indeed his section
manager had congratulated
~him on improved time-
keeping.

Initially there was strong
feeling for industrial action
to support Timmins. But offi-
cial talks oyer the sacking
were dragged out over three
weeks, and shop meetings
were postponed again 'and
again. Eventually the boiler-
makers at Bagnalls held a
secret ballot and decided by-
71 votes to 34 not to strike.

Timmins took his case to
-an industrial tribunal, and,
surprisingly enough, won a
ruling of unfair dismissal. As

usual, instead of recom-
mending reinstatement, the
tribunal awarded compens-
ation.

Then in July, EETPU
convenor Mark Stoneman
was sacked after being alleg-
edly caught giving out bullet-
ins. Other workers were also
called in to see management.
They were told that the boss-
es had a full list of bulletin
distributors and threatened
with the sack.

Workers who appeared as
witnesses for Timmins at his
tribunal hearing have also
been harassed.

Bagnalls EETPU members
struck for one day against
Stoneman’s sacking, but
Bagnalls Joint Shop Stew-
ards Committee leadership,
which is sharply hostile to

the WA bulletin, made no

effort to extend the action.
" A central figure in the
story so far is Pat Farrelly,

Bagnalls Employee Relations
Manager. Farrelly is a form-
er AUEW full-timer. After
Timmins' sacking, local WA
supporters asked Basing-
stoke CP branch secretary
Bernard Rawlins to check out
report that Farrelly was still
a member of the Communist
Party.

Rawlins was informed,
first by telephone and then
by a letter from CP district
secretary Jack Harrop, that
Farrelly is a ‘*‘respected
member of the Reading
branch’, that he is or was
until recently on the South
Midlands district committee
of the CP, and that anyway
Timmins is a Trotskyist and
reported to work with Tories
and the NF! Any further
questions about = Farrelly,
Rawlins was told, were out
of order.

After resigning from the
CP for other reasons, Bern-

ard Rawlins has written an
open letter to the CP about
the Farrelly affair.

There are no signs of
shame from the CP. But de-
spite this ‘broad democratic’
assistance,. the Bagnalls
bosses are not winning.

They thought they had
identified the bulletin distri-
butors and put them under
close surveillance. But the

" bulletin still gets out.

Anger against the bureau-
cratic policy of the JSSC
leadership is rising, and not
just over the issue of sack-
ings, as many letters sent
in to the WA bulletin from
Bagnalls workers testify.
For example:

'"What a topsy turvy union
we have at Lansing Bagnall
— we hold mass meetings at
all the factories to hear about
Lansing Henley dispute
[locked out by management]
and vote on a levy. Let's

WA bulletin defies hosses’ threats

hope the union members af
Henley win their uﬂ;g!b
to get move than the 7.3%

plus guaranteed bonus of |

£25 per month which man-
agement have rz[fered so far.

“But what about our wage:
claim? No mass meeting, no
union officials coming in, no
enthusiasm. What can we
expect? The chairman, P.
Taylor, voted against going
in for a 20% wage claim,
and he controls the rest of
the negotiating committee,
so our wage claim will just
die'’,

As workers at Bagnalls
become more and more con-
vinced of the need to demo-
cratise their unions in order
that they cease to be the
bosses’ stooges and become
organisations which genuine-
ly represent the rank and
file, the WA bulletin will be
there to help convince them
and to help them to organise.

BY ED BB

T

e

WITH the battle over demo-

" cracy in the Labour Party
coming to the centre of the

- political stage, the ‘question
of how we orient to the Lab-
our Party is becoming more
urgent for  revolutionary
socialists.

On Friday 24th August,
Workers’ Action and the
IMG debated the issue at
a meeting in London attend-
ed by about 70 people. Un-
fortunately, as in previous
WA/IMG debates, attend-
ance from the IMG was very
small.

Parallel

John O’Mahony, leading
off for Workers’ Action,
focussed on the experience
of the recent general elect-
jon. Through the: Socialist
Campaign for a Labour
Victory (SCLV), WA was
. able to help organise a social-
ist parallel election campaign
. within the official labour
movement. .

“What we did was limit-
ed’’, he said. ‘‘But it was

* limited only by our forces,

not by our tactic”’.

In contrast, the Socialist
Workers’ Party, after five
years of syndicalist bluster
about the Labour Party
beizgoirmlevant; collapsed at
election time into being
‘‘good Labour supporters’’,

passively arguing that Lab-

our was a lesser evil than'the
Tories. .

In effect the SWP just
accepted ‘the monopoly of
working-class politics by
liberal-Labour politicians like

Callaghan. The SCLV found -

& way to combat that mono-

Boly from inside the Labour

The IMG stood ten token
- candidates (who got token
votes) thro *Socihlist
Unity’" — and outside that
lsl:vdnomorcto say than the

Brian Grogan, replyin
for the IMG, ssid that Sodal’

ist Unity was no longer
appropriate today. But it
was right in its time.

Today (said Grogan) mass
action is central to politics,
whereas in the 1950s internal
Labour Party siruggles were
central. Socialist Unity, on
a programme ‘‘not dissimilar

Marxists

and

Labour:
debating

the

Issues

from the SCLV”’, aimed to
stimulate mass action. In
contrast, the SCLV tended to
channel militancy into Lab-
our Party internal battles.

The logical conclusion of a
dogmatic view that internal
_Labour Party struggle is cen-
tral is the political degenera-
tion suffered by the Mili-
tant tendency.

In the view of Workers’
Action, replied Martin Tho-
mas, mass action is always
central., But Socialist Unity’
was not mass action. And in
terms of getting large num-
bers of people (if not “mass-
es’) onto the streets, the
SCLV has been: more
successful than SU. The size
of the SO/SCLV contingent
on the August 12th Troops
Out demonstration shows
that.

Crucially, the SCLV was
more effective in enabling
Marxists to link mass action
with political clarification
and-political organisation.

Jonathan Silberman of the
IMG said that Workers’
Action was being insular.
Throughout Western Eur-
ope, ‘“the radicalisation

through which powerful org-
anisations of the far left have
been able to build themselv-
es has been largely outside
the reformist parties’’. But
it has not been outside the
trade unions.

Thus it is wrong to talk in a
general way about working in
the labour movement. Re-
lating to militant layers with-
in the unions is central, with
the aim of ‘‘transforming
those organisations into
fighting instruments in the
struggle for socialism’.
But vis-d-vis the Labour
Party the aim of revolution-
aries is to ‘‘break it up"’.

Support

John Bloxam of Workers’
Action recalled = Trotsky's
analysis that ““The Labour
Party and the trade unions —
these are not two principles,
they are only a technical div-
ision of labour. Together
they are the fundamental
support of the domination of
the English bourgeoisie’’.

By '"boosting the class

. struggle potentialities of the

trade umions as counterposed
to the Labour Party”, Silb-
erman was failing to come to
grips with the common prob-
lem of the reformist bureau-
cracy

Valerie Coultas  insisted -

that the IMG does have an
attitude to the Labour Party:
struggles outside the Labour
Party which the IMG puts
emphasis on have had a pro-
found effect inside the Lab-
our Party.

But ‘‘very large numbers
of people over the last five
years became so disillusion-
ed that they didn't want to
vote Labour”’. The SCLV fail-
edto understand that aod fo
put forward a “‘clear revolu-
tionary alternative to what
Labour was saying’’.

The debate was also open-
ed up to comrades support-
ing nieither WA nor the IMG.
Alan Richardson argued a
case for working in the Lab-
our Party: ‘“‘the IMG com-
rades’’, he said, ‘‘have not
understood the difference
between a revolutionary
group and a party'”.

Keith Thompson of the Re-

volutionary Communist Ten--

Socialist Unity at its conference in November 1977: a
stimulus to mass action, or a gimmick cutting across an
orientation to the labour movement?

dency argued a diametric- -

ally opposite- position. *“To
make workers conscious of
what had happened in 1974-
79", ‘no vote’ was the right
slogan for the election. And
today, rather than focusing
on the fight against the Tor-
ies, we must see ‘left re-
formism’ as ‘the biggest
danger’.

lssues

Mike Simpson, former
Socialist Unity candidate in
North Islington, argued:
“‘A low vote does not reflect
what we got across in terms
of politics™. SU raised issues
like Ireland, women’s rights,
and'gay rights, not raised by
Labour,

John O’Mahony, summing
up, said the point is that the
SCLY work has shown it is
possible to raise issues like
Ireland through the labour
movement. WA is not argu-
ing that the Labour
c:]n l;: taken over whole-
sale for revolution. li-
tics. But the fact l:gep:nd

now is that there is a relat-
ively open structure within
the existing labour move-
ment where we can fight.

WA sees direct action as
central; but we need to focus
direct struggles politically.
Otherwise we just repeat
1972-4. Work within the Lab-
our Party gives us a way of
focusing politically while
relating to the mass labour
movement.

O’'Mahony agreed with
Silberman on the need to re-
late to the vanguard. “‘We
do that, too”’, he said. “‘But
we also need to relate the
vanguard to the masses’’.

Tactical

Replying to the point made
by all the IMG speakers,
that the differences be-
tween the IMG and WA are
only tactical and therefore
WA should drop its charact-
erisation of the IMG as centr-
ist, O'Mahony said that the
serious tactical differences
are of great importance for
the active work of revolut-
ionaries and moreover re-
flect very significant- general
differences. /

Brian Grogan in his summ-
ing-up came back to his init-
ial points. *‘How is the unit-
ed front posed today —
that’s the fundamental )
question. Is it just inside the
Labour Party? That's the
position of Militant — and
it has taken them across class
lines”, . ‘

“We never imagined we
could win the masses” to

Socialist Unity, but *‘we .

could use our election cam-
paign to stimulate mass
action”’. ““The masses will
never be broken from the
Labour Party before a pre-
revolutionary or revolution-
ary situation — but we can
win a coherent vanguard®’.
WA and IMG have agreed
to continue discussions on
orientation to the Labour

Party. WA is proposing that -

one of these discussions
should take place at or
around the IMG ‘Marxist
Symposium’ on 21-23 Sep-.

tember 5o that the members
and sympathisers of the IMG

can be drawn into the
debate.

COLIN FOSTER -
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‘A SILENT MARCH by about
100 ‘Life' supporters on
Saturday 1st was occasion
{lpr one fhf the first mobialli';n-
ions in the campaign st
the Corrie Bill. o
- The anti-abortionists were
s by s
unit to be opened soon
at the South London Hospital
to serve women in Lambeth

and Wandsworth. Despite
their attempts to broaden their
appeal with banners reading,
‘Social help not killing’, and
‘Reopen casualty, not daycare
unit”, they attracted little
interest from the public.

The hospital took & deputa-
tion from each side, but refus-
ed to allow 'Life’ to iay wreaths

on the hospital steps. A mem-
ber of the staff called this a
‘disgusting publicity stunt’, .

The Wandsworth against
Corrie Campaign got support
from about 150 men, women
and children (some passers-
by who joined in), and filled
a large number of petitions.
They had banners g'?:m the

Wandsworth and E.Merton
Community Health Council,
Battersea ' and  Wandsworth
Trades Council, Streatham
Labour Party, and a number of
women's and left groups.

Chanting, ‘E child
wmtsdm:'fnild: v:goﬁion o;
demand’, and ‘Not the church,

not the state, w L
cide their htop.m.u:‘o? m

until all the antj-a i

fﬁgﬁﬁ““ up, and then held a |

eeling to publicise

their _forthcoming meetings
and lobbies, |

For details of events
;ipl;:na by Wan 2worth .:-'.
Caroline Taylor, 68 &
um Rd, SW16 (677 S088)

MANDY :
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THE BASIC demand of the
Iranian Kurds is for autonomy
within a federal republic of
Iran. To them this means con-
trol over Kurdistan’s .affairs
throuﬁh an autonomous coun-
cil: a local police force, locally
elected officials, an economic
development council,
control over schooling and
social services.' The central
vernment would be respons-
ible for long-term ‘economic
policy and foreign affairs.
There are also cultural de-
mands, above all for Kurdish
to be used alongside Persian
as an official language and as
a medium of education.

The Kurds have always link-
‘ed their demands for auto-
nomy with the slogan for
democracy in Iran as a whole,
Essentially this programme
reflects the interests of the
Kurdish merchants, profess-
‘jonal classes, officials, and
richer peasants, who undoubt-
edly would benefit from great-
er capitalist economic develop-
ment and a local state appar-
atus. hardly

Butitis a programme
to solve the desperate glrtuation
of the masses of Iranian Kurd-
istan. Precise figures are not
available, but unemployment
is very high (particularly in
winter); more than half the
workers on the land are either
landless peasants  (share-
croppers of some sort) or rural
labourers; the average work-
ing week for wage-workers is
54 hours; about 70% of the

Kurdish woman holds pict-
ure of Fedayeen martyr at
rally in Mahabad

adult population is_illiterate,
and health end other social
provisions are almost mnon-
existent, .

In 1975 average yearly in-
come in Kurdistan was estim-
ated by the KDP to be $150,
while the official (perhaps in-
flated) average for all Iran was
$1360. _

The KDP's programme re-
cognises the need to take up
these questions — it calls for
an eight-hour day, equality for
women, better education and a
radical land reform. But it is
still within petty-bourgeois
limits. In language which re-
- flects the influence of Stalin-
ism, the KDP calls for ‘‘a patr-
iotic economic policy for the
preservation of the people's
interests’’. ]

In reality, the Kurdish
peasants’ “government
‘on workers' and ts’
councils. Such a government
would have to distribute the

masses need a workers’ and

land to the landless peasants
and develop a planned and
nationalised economy. That
perspective is incompatible
with & capitalist Iran — even a

Iran. :

Given the economic and soc-
ial backwardness of Iranian
Kurdistan, the per ive
becomes more possible the
more the struggle is extended
throughout Iran and to the
neighbouring countries.

democratic federal republic of

THE STRUGGLE OF THE KURDS ]

Vorkers and

The fall of Mahabad
does not mean the
end of the Kurds’
struggle in Iran.
The Kurdish
struggle has a long

" history, as Andrew

Hornung explains
below. In this art-
icle, written for
Workers’ Action 3
weeks ago, ‘Simko’,
an Iranian Kurd act-
ive in Mahabad, de-
scribes the social
and political strugg-
les in Kurdistan.

THE TEHRAN government
is at war with the Kurds. It
piles slander uponslander,
accusing the Kurds of being
foreign agents, even of being
in league with Satan. It
denounces them as being
bent” on secession (though
their actual demand is
autonomy), as if it would be
a crime -for the Kurdish
people to want independ-

ence.
These are not the pronoun-

cements of someone who has
been misled by unserupulous
associates, as the press, in
defence of Khomeini, often
claims. Khomeini is deliber-
ately creating an atmosphere
of political hysteria which he
is ‘exploiting to consolidate
his regime, to attack his
opponents and to confuse the
masses who look to his gov-
ernment for real social im-
provement. Khomeini hopes
he can smash his opponents
before there is a social ex-
plosion.

Certainly the government

is not worried by the political -

line of the Kurdistan Demo-
cratic Party led by Abdul
Rahman Ghassemlou. This
is a petty-bourgeois national-
ist party, which has been
eager not to offend the gov-

Peshmergas at a rally in Mahabad

ernment. Not long ago the
KDP claimed that Khomeini
was the ayatollah closest to
their aspirations, apart from
ayatollah Taleghani. The

protracted negotiations bet-
ween the KDP and the gov-
ernment also meant that the
KDP was even more reluct-
ant than usual to take sides

in the armed conflicts which
broke out in several parts
of Kurdistan.

For instance, in the very

violent clashes in Nagadeh

where the government tried
to exploit tension between
the Kurdish and Turkish

KDP refused to fight the

army.

More importantly, the
KDP has tried to keep out
of ' the battles between

peasants ‘and landlords and
feudal nobles. Only under
pressure from its more
radical rank and file has the
party been forced to take the
peasants’ side — no doubt to
the alarm of the landowners
and tribal notables in its
organisation. ‘

The KDP is’ not a homo-
geneous party at the top.
There is a pro-Tudeh (Mos-
cow oriented Communist)
Part wing led by Kerim
Hassanami, an- anti-comm-
unist right-wing nationalist
wing of Omar Ghazi and a
group round Ghassemlou
_balancing between these.
There is a lot of conflict
too between the military
units, the KDP's peshmer-
gas, most of whom are poor
peasants, and the more
socially conservative leaders.
What does worry the gov-
ernment is the social radical-
isation in Kurdistan, where
the armyv has proved itself
very unreliable. In  other
words. in Kurdistan more
than elsewhere in Iran the
government has lost its
grip on power. ;
Generalisations about the
level of consciousness are
more dangerous than usual
here, because there is a
sharp difference between the
notthern Kurmanji-speaking
areas and the southern
Zorani-speaking areas.

population of the town, the

The north -
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the south is
ced by sub
ionary grouj

In the nor
of tribal lea

ers of the
of Iraq ensu

The outlaw,
leader, Ahc
Ghassemlo
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THE EXPLOSION of social
and national struggle in
iranian Kurdistan is only the
latest — and most radical —
in a long line of revolts by
Kurds attempting to estab-
lish their autonomy or in-

dependence.
Throughout the nineteenth
century, Kurdish feudal

leaders led revolts against
the Ottoman Sultan in order
to protect their privileges
from interference by the
Sublime Porte, though Iran-
ian Kurdistan was quiet.
Despite the development of
a modern anti-feudal nation-
alist movement paralleling
the same trend in Turkey,
the struggle remained ve
much dominated by the trad-
itional leaders.

After the first worid war,
Sheikh Mahmoud fought to
establish a Kurdish kingdom
in Iraq after it became clear
that the plan to establ_ish
a Kurdish state was being
ditched by the Great Powers.
This revolt made contact
with the forces of Simko ot
the Shikak who was trying to
create a.Kurdish entity in
the north of Iranian Kurdis-
tan. By the time Sheikh Mah-
moud’s revolt had been
suppressed, Sheikh Said was
leading a big rising of the
Kurds in eastern Turkey.

Two years after Sheikh
Said’s defeat in 1925, the
organisation Hoyboun "(In-
dependence) was establish-
ed. By 1930 Hoyboun had
organised a vast insurrection
in the region around Mount

Ararat, where for the first
time " a short-lived republic
was established. In the same
year as the Republic of Ar-
arat was crushed, Simko of
the Shikak was murdered by
Reza Shah in Iran.

At this point, the struggle
switched again to Irag —
first under the leadership of
Sheikh Mahmoud again
‘and then under the leader-
ship of Sheikh Ahmed Bar-
zani. The Barzanis continued
their struggle in one form or
another into the last years of
the "second world war. At
the same time, several Kurd-
ish political organisations
fused to form the ““Hewa'’
group whose left wing was
openly ‘‘communist” by
its own definition. This
organisation had a base
among the Kurdish oil and
rail workers of Iraq and was
based in Baghdad.

Mahabad

Unce again the locus of
struggle shifted: this time
to Iran. With, the collapse
of any central government
there and with the approval
(though mnot instigation!)
of the Soviet Union, Kurdish
nationalists were able to
seize control of Mahabad
and ©s surrounding area.
The leading political organ-
isation now was the Kurdis-

tan Democratic Party, a
development out of the
Komala i Zhiani Kurdistan
(Committee for the Life of
Kurdistan) ‘that Hewa had
helped set up. The leading
figure of the Republic of
Mahabad was Qazi Mo-
hammad, a conservative
nationalist with a broad base
of support in Mahabad it-
self.

The Republic of Mahabad,
which lasted from January
to December 1946, was a
very conservative affair.
Its ministers were mostly
from bourgeois or landown-
ing backgrounds and there
were no important social
changes under its rule,
except for the development
of educational and cultural
services. One of Mahabad’s
four generals was Mulla
Mustafa Barzani, the young-
er brother of Sheikh Ahmed.
Mulla Mustafa made his way
to Ma=ahad after the Bar-
zani's defzz: m Irag with
some 0N warmiors. while
Shedrr Atmed szwed in
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He did not leave Russia
‘until 1958, on the invitation
of General Kassem who had
just overthrown the Iraqi
and the pro-
imperialist Nouri Said gov-
ernment. Kassem started
by showing friendship to the
Kurds, but he was always
firm in refusing any demands
for autonomy within Irag.
By 1961 the repression
against the Kurds had forced
_an open tevolt under the
leadership of Mulla Mustafa
Barzani and the KDP of
Iraq. For 'nearly another
ten years the struggle was
to focus on Irag and around
the figure of Barzani, though
splits within the Kurdish
ranks had led to the setting
up of another group under
the leadership of Ibrahim
Ahmed and Jalal Talabani.

Barzani

In 1970 the Iragi regime
granted the Kurds a large
(though not adequate) meas-
ure of autonomy and a situat-
wn of neither peace nor
=ar was established. This
5roke down in 1974 and a
new and more ferocious war
started between the Kurds
and the Iragi state, ending
in the defeat of the Kurds
in March 1975.

The Kurds’ _ struggle
against the Iraqi state had

Mulla Mustafa Barzani
been supported by the Shah
of Iran, the CIA and the Zion-
ists. The price was not only
dependence and finally de-
feat when the Shah removed
his support for the Kurds,
it was also the suppression

of any anti-Shah movement -

Qasi Mohammed takes the salute as



The first of these Associat- is call
ions was the Association for Su
the Defence of the Revol-
ution and Freedom in Sanan-
daj. While the Shah was in-
power, the left in Sanadaj
tended to line up with Mullah
Muftizade. With Khomeini’s
return, Muftizade moved
sharply to the right. Unless
the Left moved, he would th
dominate the town ecouncil th
and become a conduit for of
Lovernment influence.
fact, while the left in Sana

" daj created peasant a
worker organisations,

[N IRAN TODAY

easants
ise

the Defence of the Toilers

People.
In each of these places

mass organisations

Muftizade and the re
ary. School of the
organisation set up p

instance, a Muslim Workers artisa
Union, the Organisation of
Muslim Youth, the Muslim brickworks and
Equality Party, Kurdish sites. That Workers’ Union
Muslim Students Union and also had an afimed militia,

soon. ) These brickworkers were
-In a sense, the prolifer- the vanguard of the small

the north and
Urmieh in the
est Azerbaid-
ill under the
ination of the
the Kurdish
ement, while

interpreted as showing that
if the reactionaries were not
able to stop the party organ-
ising it would have a wide
response. Only around Shah-
pur is the situation any
different. Senar Mamadi, a

for instance, where the
local Sheikh had invited the
much-hated Barzanis to stay,
attacked the town council’s
office in protest at the invit-
ation. They then attacked the

home of Sheikh Gasgask, ation of these reactionary ‘Kurdish orkin, class.
heavily influen- tribal leader there, is a KDP “setting up b_arricad;s to stop  organisations aimed -at tl:g Recently gey §taged Sa
ively revolut- member. : o the army interfering. The masses is an indication of four-day  gemeral strike
ngs. Right wing domination Barzanis and the Sheikh the success of the Left in throughout Kurdistan, de-

, a combination
rs and follow-
zani-led KDP
that any forces

certainly helps the govern-
ment, and until recently at
least the Barzanis were still
being paid by the Khomeini

were actually saved by the
army who fed them after
the local population had
refused, “gave them arms,
and offered to quarter them
later at a nearby barracks.

In the south, the KDP is
still the most' influential
‘party among the Kurds,
though until its banning —
it is not clear to what extent
this might have increased
the standing of the party
and its leader — it was losing
ground to the Left. On the
Left there is the Fedayeen
organisation and a clandes-
tine organisation, the Kurd-
istan  Toilers’ Liberation
League. The Tudeh Party
recently announced the sett-
ing-up of a section in Kurd-
istan, though they have
always had some activity
there. Much of their influ-

rousing the rmasses. It manding more pay, better
mirrors Khomeini’s strategy social  services,  shorter
elsewhere: to displace hours. During this strike
genuine workers’ organisat- armed workers together with
ions by their Muslim count- leftists drove off forces
erparts. supporting an employer in
Despite a rigged election Bokan. - Workers patrolled
for the town council
attempts at armed attac
on the Left, the Associati
in Sanadaj has remained
strong force. In Mahabad,
the united front committee u

and the works they had occupied
ks with arms. In these struggles
on women were directly
a volved, ‘
The Associations have set
p a Joint Council of - the

in-

Kurdistan's most popular
leader, Sheikh Ezeddin
Hosseini

government just as they were
by the Shah. That doesn't
guarantee the government

of lran left-
et a'hearing,.
y domination

nchallenged. domination, however. In ence is reflected through the
peasants pro- order to avoid the kind of KDP, in which they have
v hall against collapse that occurred in  members.

The principal feature of

m their lands Irag in March 1975, these _
00 peasant reactionaries are careful the Left in the south — in .
families had not to become too dependent the southern part of West [
if the land by on the Iranian government. Azerbaidjan province and IRAQ} N\ i
I leaders who For this reason they have inthe provinces of Kurdistan LIFTLEZAB H"-..,--xj“"“'“""
use the fall raided gendarmerie posts, and Kermanshah — is the 0 )
oll back some looting them of all their development of  united skl o
gains of the weapons. That was what front committees, the e
happened at Serrow in mid- Associations, in some fifteen NN
ally no KDP  July. towns and their development ,\f .
this area, Things are very different of the mass struggle of the Kearaqun . - .

tion results further south. The poor of workers and peasants.

ed the Association
pporting the Struggle of
the Toilers, in Bokan it is
called the Association for

while in Oshno its name is
Association for the Defence
of the Rights of the Kurdish

e Associations have put
e emphasis on the building
of
.In the peasants and workers.
n- In Merivan the Peasants
nd Union that was set up waged
the an armed struggle against
right under the leadership of the attempts of landowners
action- and feudal notables allied
Koran  with reactionary- pro-govern-
arallel ment organisations to evict

groups, adding the word them. In Bane a Workers’
- “Muslim”’. ) Union was set up to unite
more or less of Ghassemlou could be the border town of Khaneh, , And so there is, for the wage workers and

ns of the town — there
is no factory there, but
building

Kurdish youth wounded in fight with Guards in Sanandaj

Associations linking them
up, and have set their sights
on the creation of Jlocal
workers’ and  peasants’
councils and linking them up
in a joint council. The emph-
asis, of course, has been on
the creation of a Peasants’
Union. ‘
The KDP' is not gener-
ally accepted in these Ass-
ociations, though individual
rank and file members are
if they are critical of the
party’'s line. The KDP is
seen  as altogether 'too
compromised both
socially in relation to the rich
and in terms of its connec-
tions with the central govern-
‘ment in the past and with the
Ba’athist regime in Iraq.
In some places, the Feday-
een are an important in-
fluence in the Associations,
but the dominant influence
generally is that of the Kurd-
istan  Toilers Liberation
League or “Revolutionary
Organisation of Toilers, an
organisation with . some
links with the Marxist-
Leninist League in Iraqi
Kurdistan,
The real danger about the
present onslaught from a
political point of view is that,
in increasing the pressures
for unity of the Kurds,
and in increasing the relative
importance of armed
struggle, the reactionaries
will emerge strengthened.
Certainly they will not hesit-
ate to attack the Left and do
Khomeini's job for him if
they can get away with it.
‘SIMKO'

1]

E STRUGGLE FOR SOCIALISM

struggle in Iran in 1967 and
1968, Barzani not only help-
ed defeat them but person-
ally had one of its leaders

by the KDP of Ghassemlou
in Iran and the Patriotic
Union of Kurdistan of Tal-
iabani in Irag, two verbally

captured and executed, radical petty-bourgeois nat.
presenting his body to the jonalist formations.
Iranian authorities to exhibit The course of these

in Mahabad as a way of
* buying further support from
Iran.

From the early '70s the
KDP of Iran, under the lead-
ership of Abdul Rahman
Ghassemlou, shifted to the
‘left. It also contracted friend-
ly relations with the Ba’ath
regime in Iraq. This soon led
to a situation where there
was a Ba'ath-KDP of Iran
link-up against Iran fighting
a Shah-KDP of Iran alliance
against the government of
Iraq. ;

The smashing of Barzani’s
forces in Iraq after the Shah
dropped his support of the
Kurds did not immediately
destroy the influence of
Barzani. That came much
more with the Pike Report
revelations- of CIA backing
for Barzani. His followers,
living in Iran as refugees —
those not fortunate enough,
that is, to be able to live it

struggles reveals again and
again the same problems.
Their roots are social and
geopolitical. .

The Kurds are "divided
between five countries (Tur-
key, Iran, Iraq, Syria and the
Soviet Union, in order of the
size of their Kurdish popul-
ation) who are often in con-
flict with one another. Kurd-
ish nationalist forces. there-
fore come under great
pressure to accept military
aid from one of these govern-
ments, or from imperialism,
which has a keen interest
in the area. This leads not
only to military disasters

‘like the collapse of the
struggle in Iraq in March
1975, when the Shah signed
the Algiers agreement with
the Iraqgi government, (and,
to a lesser extent, the fall
of the Ararat and Mahabad
Republics), it also leads to
Kurdish forces in one count-
ry discouraging even

Sheikh Said,
- Kurds’ 1925

partly by government des-
ign, the cities are often com-
posed of mixed populations:
in Iran, Azeris and other
‘elements. often form a sub-
stantial minority in the towns
of the province of Kurdistan
and a majority in many of
the towns of West Azerbaid-
jan. Consequently the work-
ing class is disproportion-
ately small compared with
the peasantry, and urban
elements in general are dis-
proportionately few,

eader of 1,
revoit in Turkey

blic of Mahabad is founded; below him,

an. through its leader Abdallah up in Washington — now brutally suppressing — the : in
ate fifties, Isshaki (Ahmed Tawfig). constitute  a  completely  s¢rygoie in another. Ma Olst :
to arrest This domination of the KDP. reactionary formation, hiring

activists of Iran for the purposes of itself out to suppress fellow ‘Ine areas where ine Kurds

< e ; iamt i ' This. i i - kers’ and
art of it essing all anti-Shah Kurds. . are the majority population ' [his. sociolofical form- struggle for a wor

l':'was abl: :::Itl::sll.ty swgnt so far that ~ The place of the Barzanis are among the }rlnost back- atmnt_strengtgens thetrggni peals::ll'nts government and
7 i i at the centre of the struggle ward regions of eir respec- servative an even tribal socialism, }

e uK:Dil:-:: kel claion of the Kurds has been taken tive countries. In addition, elements, permitting the ANDREW HORNUNG

insisted on reviving armed

struggle to be largely
determined .and also dis-
rupted by tribal allegiances
and animosities, To the ex-
tent that the struggle is a
military one too, the tribal
leaders who sometimes
command many thousands of
warriors have often been
able to suppress the more
radical political trends.
While the PUK in Iraq
and the KDP of Iran are
modern political parties,
they are not free of these
weaknesses. The radical
break in the situation has
come 'with the emergence
of the trends calling them-
selves Maoist — the Marxist-
Leninist League - in . Iraq
(which operates under the
PUK umbrella), the Feday-
een and the Kurdistan Toil-
ers’ Liberation League or
Revolutionary Organisation
of Toilers in Iran.
- Unfortunately these forces
are both inexperienced and
without a clear political
framework. They have been
unable to arm the masses
politically against the central
government.

‘They-are still trapped id
the framework of Stalinist
conceptions which claim that
the revolutionary movement
in Iran should confine itself:
to so-called national, demo-!
cratic, or patriotic and pop-
ular demands, instead of
having the perspective of a
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SATURDAY 8 SEPTEMBER.
Socialist Organiser Extended :
Editorial Board, with delegat-
es from local SO ups. In
London, 3.3 X of
venue from , & Stamford
Hill, London N16,

B&(?‘NDAY IOSEPIAEMBER.
icket Barmet agistrates
Court from 9.30am, in s
of defendants mm
Southall on April 23rd,
&E%NE?IE;Y 12 SEPTEMB-
- Meeting to protest against
housing cuis, called by Old
E?ates Action Committee,
7.30pm lslingion Town Hall,
THURSDAY 13 SEPTEMBER,
Manchester Workers’ Action
meeting: Building a working-
class women’'s
Speaker: Sue . 8pm,
Packhors_e pub, near Deans-
gate station. ' _
’I!‘Inch];gng 1af SEPTEMBER.
a of action i
g:ltieo A);sel;li-l{e lﬁ m
nards Hos; o
land Rd, E2, for&mﬁm

& east London AHA meeting,

FRIDAY 14 SEPTEMBER.
ing: The fubibact con mest
ing: The against the
Tories. Speaker: Stephen Cor-
'gieihley, PSA Nl;]lgl-nnd TU

élegate, in ity.
8pm “at thmetmwpnﬁm,
96 Farringdon Rd, EC1.

SATURDAY 15 SEPTEMBER.
Stop the cuts march and rally,
organised by Haringey Cam-
paign against the . Ass-
emble 1lam at Stuart Cresc-
ent, N22, march to Ducketts
Common for ru]% at 12.30pm.
Speakers: Tony Benn, Norman
Atkinson, Ted Knight,

SUNDAY 16 SEPTEMBER.
Chile solidarity demonstra-
tion. lpm from Clerkenwell
Green.fo,ndon.

SATURDAY 22 SEPTEMBER.
Edinburgh District Labour
Party march and rally against
the cuts, su by the
Scottish TUC. 10.30am from
Waverley Bridge, Edinburgh.

TUESDAY 25 SEPTEMBER.

Lectures in Marxism: lecturer
David Yaffe BA BSc. 30 lect-
ures hzlgp,on ‘gg;msday ;ven-
ings, 7. m-9. ,at -
bee Hall, London E1. Dm:-
26.9-11.12,.79, 8.1—18.3.80,?
16.4-27.5.80. Fees: 508 per’
lecture (minimum 5); 30 lect-
ures £10. Apply to: RCG Publi-
-cations, 49 Railton Rd, Lon-
don SE24 OLN (737 3922). i

WEDNESDAY 26 SEPTEMB-
ER. Manchester Socialist Org-
aniser meeting: Fight the cuts,
fight the Tories. Speaker:
John Douglas. 8pm at Hulme
Labour Club, Bonsall St.

SATURDAY 29 SEPTEMBER.
Demonstration against racist
killings, against new Tory
immigration curbs, and ag-
ainst the Southall trials.
From Speakers’ Corner,
Hyde Park. Details: Sﬁpt 20th
Committee, c/o 247 Mare St.,
London E8. : ;

SATURDAY 6 OCTOBER. Isl-
ington conference against the
cuts. Sponsored by local Lab-
our Parties, trade union
branches, stewards’ commit-
tees, tenants' associations,
Islington Trades Council, and
14 councillors. Credentials .
£1 for delegates, 50p for visit-
oPll':, fm%in Rosﬁ Dale,_s':38 Elton

ce, King Henry St, May- |
ville Estate, London NI18.
Conference starts l1lam at
Essex Rd Library, N1.

FRIDAY-SATURDAY 12-13
OCTOBER: ‘Critique’ confer-
ence .
Hall, Red Lion Sq., London.
Registration £5 for two days,
£2.50 for one day, from Crit-
ique, 31 Cleveden Rd, Glas-
gow G12 OTH.

SATURDAY 28 OCTOBER.

TUC demonstration against
the Corrie Anti-Abortion Bill.
11.30am from Speakers Corner

SATURDAY 3 NOVEMBER.

Campaign for Democracy in
the Labour Movement confer-
ence. 10.30am to 5pm, in Bir-
mingham. Credentials for
Iabour movement delegeates,
£1 (50p unemployed) from
Godfrey Webster, 99 Barclay
Rd, Warley, West Midlands.
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Lawrence Welch continues our serles of
articles discussing the recently published
book, ‘Beyond the Fragments’, by Hilary

Wainwright,

Sheila Rowbotham, and

Lynne Segal, which puts forward some of
the ideas of the socialist-feminist current
in the women's movement.” ‘

‘BEYOND The Fragments’
represents a major step back-
wards in the struggle to build
an adequate theory for the
women's
approach can only lead to the
political dis of wo-
men and will deliver them
back into the shackles of the
ideology they

book is revealed in its sub-
title: Feminism in the mak-
ing of socialism. Any con-
ception of struggle is absent.
Essentially, socialism - is
reduced to the improvement
of ‘personal’ relationships in
the present; love and creativ-
ity are substituted for the
working class as the drivinlg
force for revolution; and feel-
ings take the place of thm:ght
in defining the tasks of that
revolution.

Thus the book disarms wo-
men intellectually and emot-
ionally by teaching them to
distrust intellectual conclus-
ions, claiming along with

* £1.25 including, postage
2a St. Pauls Rd., London N1.

movement. Its -

extreme subjective idealism
that we can only know what
we immediately experience.
It disarms women politically
by placing a primary import-
ance on their personal feel-
ings in the political struggle.
It disarms women organisa-
tionally by claiming that the
democratic centralist party is
irrelevant to their present
needs, and by substituting
vague hopes for unity ‘be-
yond the fragments’ of small
consciousness raising groups
or self-help groups.

Sheila Rowbotham stops
just one step short of relig-
ion: put your faith in love and
fight the good fight against
capitalist evils, and the world
will change.

The central theme of all
subjective idealism, express-
ed in a wide variety of forms,
is that we cannot know that
matter exists. All that we
know is the existence of our
own sensations and our own
personal experience. To
claim we know more than we

from ‘Beyond the Fragments’,

The truth
inside us?

directly experience is to
talk in empty abstractions.

In yet another sterile
variant of idealism, Sheila
Rowbotham places herself
firmly in this tradition (per-
haps it would be more correct

' to say, 'finds’ herself within

it). “Our views are valid
because they come from
within us’’. This is even one
step back from most subject-
ive idealism: it is in religion
that we find the idea of the
truth discovered within us,
rather than conscious philo-
sophy. Yet Sheila Rowboth-
am's constant refrain is that
“knowledge is something
felt and not just understood
intellectually’’. :
" She, castigates the intell-
ectual for not being emotion-
al, yet in her theorising about
emotion she can find no
space for the intellect. She
venerates the New Left,
for its ‘‘understandings
flowed out of the actual
.movement of existence and
dissolved back within it’.
To be more precise: their un-
derstandings were nothing
but bourgeois theory dress-
ed in a new garb, and when
they came into contact with
class struggle they were
pushed ~ aside by that
struggle:

The fact is that ifyas Sheila
Rowbotham asserts, know-
ledge comes from within,
we have no means of telling
whether it is correct or not
except by insisting that we

feel it to be so. The ‘person-
al’ necessarily becomes
crucial when the starting
point of an ideology is pers-
onal feelings on the subject.
Within such a conception of
feelings, the old division be-
tween intellect and emotion
emerges in a different form,
bringing with it the old
question of how to jud¥e an
idea to be correct or false.
Sheila Rowbotham tries to
avoid this question by artific-

ially separating and oppos-

ing the intellectual and the
emotional, and by claiming
that truth lies within the
emotional.

However, within the emot-
ional sphere there is always
an intellectual side: every
expression of feeling involv-
es consciousness to some de-
gree. What is at. issue is
whether or not these ideas
are correct, and how to judge
their' correctness, an issue
straightforwardly solved by
the criterion of practice, of
whether or not our ideas
conform to the objective nat-
ure of things. And it is pre-
cisely this criterion of pract-
ice that enables Marxists to
assert confidently that their
ideas are correct.

This roundabout route
brings us to the beginning of
Sheila Rowbotham's article
where she relates how, in her
early encounters with Trot-
skyists, she was repelled pre-
cisely by their certainty, their
understanding of the world:

jon. In place of

13

she ‘could never be quite 5o
sure somehow'. This 15 quile
a common experience for
people in their first encount-
ers with Marxism, particular-
ly after an education which
makes the move to Marxism
as difficult as possible.

Those who become Marx-
ists must test out Marxist
ideas to sce whether or not
they correspond to reality.
Those who back off from
Marxism fall back on bour-
geois ideas to defend their
lack of commitment. Though
she finds herself unable to
criticise Marxism, Rowboth-
am still cannot accept it, so it
is convenient for her to argue
that feelings are the source
of knowledge and leave it at
that.

On what does she base her
belief in revolution? On
people’s feelings of oppress-
ion. She asserts that ‘human
beings could and would re-
sist an unjust and inhuman
society because it denied the

ossibilities of creativity and

ove.” Note, no mention of
the organised strength of
the working class. For
science we are tig’iven relig-
e struggle

against the capitalist state
she calls for struggle against
the inner oppression of capit-

.alism. Essentially she ex-

presses the time-worn re-
ligious adage ‘change in-
dividuals and society will
change’'.

True, she hesitates before
making the final leap of faith:

‘1 am not suggesting we

can evolve to socialism

through self-help or that all

forms of self-help are nec-
essarily radical or that self-
help cannot co-exist within a
new form of labour reform-
ism.” But she suggests no-
thing else, except that she is
confident of one thing: ‘We
have to shed completely the
lurking assumption that
Leninism provides the high-
est political form of organ-
ising’.

The new faith has an or:
ganising slogan: ‘The Per-.
sonal is Political’. The form™
of organisation ' through
which t%il movement - gains

-expression is the conscioits-

ness raising group. ln these
groups we can concenirate
on our l’eel;t‘nlfl — but which
feelings? ‘All those feelings
of love and creativity, imag-
ination and wisdom which
are negated, jostied and
bruised within the relation-
ships which dominate in
capitalism (and) are none-
theless there, our gifts to the
new life’. What place have
feelings of anger and hatred?
This emphasis on feelings.
restricts women to their im-
mediate reactions against
society; it does not organise
those feelings, giving them
direction and purpose.
Marxists seek through ex-
E:ndilng their experience and
owledge to stre
conﬁdenge in the eorr:tm
of their actions, Sheila Row-
botham argues for conscious-
ness raising groups in which
individuals explore their in-
adequacies. To this
act with politics, with the
struﬁle for state power, is to
provide an escape route.
Trotskyist organisations are
accused of believing personal
feeliuis should be sacrified.
Here Rowbotham performs a
sleight of hand — she trans-
forms the limitations placed
by capitalist society on revol-
utionary activity into restrict-
ions.demanded by Trotskyist

" organisations.

If the women’s movement
is to take as its focus the fight
against oppression within the
sphere of feelings, it will
abandon the far more diffic-
uit, yet in the long run ful-
filling, road of revolution for
the easy one of reformism. It
will join the middle classes,
and ignore the working class
women who still lack ade-
quate housing, employment,
education and the right to
control their own bodies.

INTRODUCTION
by Bruce Robinson

BOTH ROSA Luxemburg and Karl Kautsky were con-
cerned to show that their positions on the mass strike
were rooted in the history and traditions of Marxism. In
the. last part of his article, ‘A New Strategy’, Kautsky
argues — correctly — that his ‘strategy of attrition’ had
been the practice of the SPD from the end of the 1860s
onwards. j :

The SPD had concentrated on building up the organis-
ed strength of the proletariat through electoral and parl-
iamentary work, wage struggles and street demonstra-
tions. Kautsky argues that as long as this process can
continue, it would be mad for the proletariat to provoke
the bourgeoisie into battles on an unfavourable terrain.

. Kautsky fails to realise that the routine he praises as
‘attrition’ masks an increasing adaptation of the SPD and
the unions to the pressures of the German state. Though
Kautsky had come into conflict with the conservatism of
the union leaders and the class collaboration of the SPD
right wing, he drew no general conclusions. The reason
for this was that the SPD remained formally on positions
of ‘classical Marxism’ which had often been formulated
and fought for by Kautsky himself.

Rosa Luxemburg, in the first section of her final
article, ‘Theory and Practice’, shows that the aspect of
the SPD’s tradition praised by Kautsky is part of a con-
servative, defensive mentality, correctly analysed by
Engels as long before as 1891. She concentrates on the
slogan of the republic. This slogan had been taboo in the
SPD since the period of the Anti-Socialist Law, on the
_grounds that open propagande for the Republic would (it
was said) lead to the state attacking the SPD. Thus when
Luxemburg tried to raise the question, arguing that
propaganda for the republic should be the crowning
pinnacle of all the other current demands of the SPD,
Kautsky tried to prevent that part of her article appear-
ing in Die Neus Zeit. it was eventually published under
the title ‘A Time to Sow the Seed’ in the Breslau SPD
paper. ‘

Luxemburg points out that the demand for the republic
is not a ‘new agitation’; that Marx had criticised the
Gotha Programme in 1876 for downplaying it, and that
Engels had pointed out that the 1891 Erfurt Programme,
even if for reasons of legality it could not openly call for
the Republic, should make it clear that its ‘main aim’
was the overthrow of the Imperial state, which could not
occur peacefully,

In fact Engels had attacked in 1891 precissly the con-
ceptions which formed the basis of Kautsky's 'strategy
=% amrition’ (and which underlie the ideas of the Euwro-
mmEts woEy Engels rapisad TUE The wmwrnilimg-

The

From Kautsky to
Eurocommunism:

good

old tactics?

ness to raise the slogan of the republic rested on a
gradualist conception which sought to avoid any con-
frontation with the state. Those who continually quote
or misquote Engels’ 1835 Introduction to ‘The Class
Struggles in France’, in which he praised the electoral
activity of the SPD, choose to forget his attack on the
illusions of a gradual transformation of capitalism in the
'Critique of the-Erfurt Programme’.

Karl Kautsky:
A NEW

STRATEGY

7. The strategy of
attrition and the
election campaign

The reader meed not fear that | shall oppose a further 14
Pages 1w e 14 pages written by comrade Lrzembarg about

it. She mocks me for the fact that I — indeed just in passing
— make a remark about the Roman strategy of attrition: but
then she herself produces over a page of quotes from
Mommsen which have nothing at all to prove with regard to
our discussion, but certainly have for comrade Luxemburg
the invaluable charm of providing an opportunity for a series
of dismissive malicious remarks about the party executive,
the General Commission {of the trade unions) and me.
Should comrade Luxemburg have & real further factual in-
terest in the question of the Roman strategy of temporisat- -
ion then let her refer to the first volume of Delbriick’s Ge-
sch‘ishte der Kriegskunst (History of the Art of War) (3),
which appeared in 1901 in which the strategy is justified on
the basis of the most recent reseacch as opposed to the out
of date Mommsen. ‘ :
It would be more important to take issue with comrade
Luxemburg about our present tactics. But this too promises
to be not very fruitful since from the outset she attempts to
divert the discussion onto a false path by simply remarking
that by strategy of attrition’ 1 understand mere ‘nothing-
but-parijamentarism’ as opposed to any mass action. How
she comes to this conclusion | do not know; I have never said
anything of the kind. '

1 defined as strategy of attrition the totalit i
of the socil.l—democrftic proletariat from thc::f :;‘;I:-' ‘l'l::c::
ties to now. | believed that this was well enough known that
it did not have to be explained in detail. This practice
amounts to conducting the war against the cxisting state
and the existing society in a way which constantly strength- -




eus the proletarian, constantly weakens its . with-
out thereby allowing itself to be provoked into a deciding
,mfuhn.uumthm“d party. E which

_ ‘tiye faith of the masses in their organisations. This Includes
- 3ot merely working in pariiament but also successful wage
- ‘The most recent campaign of demonstrations was itself a
model of a successful strategy of attrition. if we had always
"to coasider ourseives as a whip, then after the banning of
the meoting in Treptow Park on the 6th March (4) we would
have bad to call upon the masses to defy the ban, to appear
armed and to force the holding of the demonstration through
violence. That would have been a strategy of overthrow. It
WS & strategy of attrition to dodge the enemy where he was
expecting ws, and to outwit him by a manceuvre which

§ iawed very cloarly the superiority of our orgasisation aver
that of the oppodients. The self awareness of the masses,

[ sadthe consternation of the enemy, was thereby raised.

» ..} any thus far from preaching ‘only-parliamentarism’. But
thaths derestimate the importance of work-
W.Uﬂr&eﬁnwﬂﬂcﬂm&iﬂoﬂlm
is hardly any means, apart from a successful mass strike,
. which has such a great effect on morale as a great victory at
" ne of the main tasks of our strategy consists in raising
e proletariat’s awareness of its strength, and increasing
‘the trust of the masses in us. That is achieved by visible
successes. Nothing succeeds like success, says an English
poverb. The stronger our party appears to the masses, the
miore eagerly will they flow towards it, the greater will be

Yheir demands, the more will they finally not simply follow

‘There are however few successes which show to the
filmsses our growing strength so clearly as electoral success-

88, as the winsiing of new seats. The masses are not statist- -
dclans, they cannot always adequately follow economic and
; ments. The party press is often inaccessible

o them and the * press dishonest. But however it
iy lie and distort, it cannot $pin lies around seats that have
won. S ;
_Like any striving for success, that striving for seats also
¢an indeed lead one astray, lead one to use methods which
sacrifice success in the future to momentary success. One
must always oppose such efforts but that does not prevent it
being a fact that every seat honestly won by principled agit-
stioa is a great success which inspires the popular masses,
drives them on and promotes our cause. We must certainly
gmter into election campaigns in order to propagate our
and to refute those of the enemy, but no less also
order to gain constituencies and there try to document our

growing influence on the masses and to further grow in

influence. : :
- The present situation is now such a one as to make it poss-
ible for us, if we do our duty, to battle our way to an electoral
wictory of such importance that it is made into a catastrophe
- This view of cotirse again meets the violent scorn of com-
rade Luxemburg! She is of the opinion: ‘If we are victorious,
and to what extent we are victorious, we will find that out.
_To taste future victories in advance is not at all in the nature
of serious revolutionary parties’. Such can happen only o
yegple who are so lacking in seriousness and so devoid of
.amy-revolutionary feelings as people like-us are.

And comrade Luxemburg further asks what of importance
would change if we were really to win 125 seats. We remain
& minority and nothing is changed if our opponents do not
allow themselves to be attracted to a coup d’etat. Therefore
it is possible for ‘the question of whether we win more or
Jess seats at the next election ... to leave us rather cool’.

That is a very severe moral sermon. But even the strictest
morsl preacher can sin once. In the article of the Dortmund
Arbeiterseitung which led to-our discussion our serious rev-
olutionary comrade explained that the masses could ach-
jeve a level of education and enthusiasm ‘which will make
the coming clections a stupefying Waterloo for the ruling
system’. That is exactly the same ‘tasting of future victories’
for which I received my sermon of condemnation. Only my
Abrakem a Santa Rosa is expressed even more drastically.

‘This certainly doesn’t mean we are completely at one in

‘this question. Comrade Luxemburg expects the necessary
- level of education and enthusiasm of the ‘broadest masses’
which is to make the Reichstag elections a ‘st
Waterloo’ to come from a mass strike which is fought out be-
fore them. And I find that difficult to understand. Either the
. ‘mass strike is victorious, and then this strike must be such &
“‘stupefying Waterloo’ for our opponents that s Reichstag
election can no longer outdo it. Or the mass strike is not vict-
orious, and then it becomes a ‘stupefying Waterloo’ for us,
and to ‘taste’ in advance the 'future victories’ arising from
such a defest requires very much ‘revolutionary serious-
ness’. :

Thereby we have returned to the starting point of the dis-
cussion. }t should be reitersted in a few words since it was
Jost in the wealth of details which emerged. Comrade Lux-
emburg explained at the beginning of March that street de-
monstrations were out of date and that sharper methods of
struggle had to be brought into use. The time for the im-
plementation of the Jena resolution had come. (5) .

- On this question I replied to her that the level of enthus-
lasm which doubtiessly existed in the masses had not yet

were 80t to be expected in the given conditions, then there °

was only one means to push on the action past the present

: the next Reichstag elections. These would take place

the best of prospects for us. We should slready now
turh our attention and energy to them. The new elections
would create a completely new situation which today cannot
yet be determined. Nonetheless a great electoral victory
would produce such a heightened awareness by the masses
of their strength, such a heightened nervousness on the part
of the enemy that a mass action could sooner result from it,
8 mass action which ended in a mass strike, for the victor-

P
lous conclusion of which the preconditions would be presént

more favourably than today.

Since | regard the mass strike as an action which arises
‘from the spontancous pressure of the masses, | have of

course not — as one might suppose from many an invective
of comrade Luxemburg — put off the mass strike for now in
order to announce it for the period after the elections. 1
regerd it as an elemental event which cannot be introduced
as denired, and which can be expected but not laid down for
a particular time.

Comrade Luxemburg has dismissed my reference to the
Reichstag elections with scorn. But however much she may
say against it, I seek in vain a different tangible slogan
which she today to mine. In March she demanded
of us a ‘slogan’ for the ‘next step’ which we have to under-
take and which was to be the mass strike. Today she speaks
only of the necessity of the discussion of the mass sirike,
which discussion ‘becomes an excellent means of stirring in-
different layers of the proletariat, of winning over to our side
proletarian supporters of the bourgeois parties, namely the
Centre Party, of preparing the masses for all eventualities of
the situation, and finally of carrying out preparations in the
most effective way for the Reichstag elections also’.

That is, she no longer speaks of the necessity of action
through the mass strike as the next step before the Reichs-
tag elections, but of the necessity of agitation in preparation
for the Reichstag elections, in which the mass strike also
is to be a theme.

If that is the slogan which she now puts forward, then I
ask how she justifies her contempt for my point of view?

Or does she now still want to adopt the viewpoint which
she adopted in her article for Nexe Zeit at the beginning of
March, namely that the time for the implementation of the
June resolution has come. Or does she want to maintain that
that time, the beginning of March, had been the right
moment for it und only. the editor of Die Nexe Zeit has
stifled the revolution at birth by refusing ‘to do his duty’ and
print the article of comrade Luxemburg?

"+ In her reply we have not had any answer to all this. Just as
little as to the question of how comrade Luxemburg envis-
ages a mass strike in the German situation. As the result of
fier new strategy there remains nothing but a bundle of
question marks. i

| NOTES

Onlmﬁhprﬂthemmminmdemmmﬁnm
l.hmmm‘ and other of Germany, which re-
esta the right to hold outdoor mestings and demonstra-

5. At the Jena Congress of the SPD in 1905 a resolution was
whkhnﬂqwedforthannn{yth&.msaﬁ}ﬁikeiohdem
. This was an attem aders

Rosa uxemburg:
THEORY
AND PRACTICE

I'(n

The first question which the party should consider in cur
present discussion is whether or not obstacles have been
placed in the way of the discussion about the mass strike in
the party press, particularly in Vorwarts and in the Neue
Zeit. Comrade Kautsky denies this by claiming that *‘it of
course never occurred to him to want to ‘ban’ the discussion
of the mass strike’’. Comrade Kautsky is intent on mis-
understanding me here. it was of course not a matter of a
ban by comrade Kautsky — a single editor cannot 'ban’
anything — but a ban by the ''higher authorities’* which
comrade Kautsky followed in his sphere of influence, in the
Neue Zeit, contrary to his original acceptance of my article.
As for the other question — propaganda for the republic —
comrade Kautsky also denied that he placed obstacles in
my path. “*That does not occur to him at all’’. It was merely
a matter of a passage about the republic in my article which
dealt with the mass strike *‘the form of which seemed in-
expedient’’ to the editorial board of the Neue Zeit, suppos-
ly. | myself had then printed my article in the Dortmunder
Arbeiterzeitung. ‘‘But we will seek in vain in that article
that passage about the republic'’. Comrade Kautsky has
also “‘not discovered’' anywhere else where 1 might have
published this passage. “The cowardly concealment of
principles with which comrade Luxemburg reproaches us'*,
he concludes, "'is thus reduced to the fact that we objected
to a passage in her article, the publication of which she
herself has since then voluntarily given up. Such a sirategy

is no heroic feat, Octavial” In this portrayal of the
which is so damning for me, comrade Kautsky has
vic:lmtommgcmlmh;.hmlkynmudnll
matter of “'a passage’’ and of the possible perils arling
from its **form’’, it was a matter of the contest, of the slogan

of the republic and of the agitation for it. Comrade Kautsky

must permit me, in the precarious position in which he hes
pln'ceﬁne with his portrayal of the facts of the csse, to call
himself as his own witness and to save me from distress.
Comrade Kautsky in fact wrote to me after he had roceived
my article on the mass strike:
‘"Your article is very fine and very important. 1 do m
agree with everything and reserve the right to
against it. Today | have no time to do that by letter. Enough,
1 gladiy accept the articie If you take out pages 29 to the ead.
Under no circumstances can | acoept those. Their very
starting-point is wrong. Not a word about the republic s in
our programme. Not by chance, not because of an editorial
whim, but for well-considered reasons. The Gotha
ramme also did not speak of the republic, and Marx
ever much he condemned this s nﬂmm
in his letter (Neue Zeit, IX, p.573) that it was not ‘
to demand the republic openly. Engels
same matter in the Erfurt Programme (New
p.11) 1do not have the time
ons which Marx, Engels, Bebel
as valid. Enough, what you w
agitation which hitherto has always
agitation, however, is of such a type
thing to discuss it openly. With your
claim on your own responsibility, as an in
letely new agitation and actions which the
condemned. We cannot and should not
fashion. A single person, however he or she may .
not create a fait accompli which can have
consequences for the party, on his or her own respontibility”’;
In a similar vein it continues for about another two sides.

NOTE FROM DIE NEUE ZEIT

{1} The unexpected palace revolution in Badem (1*) k
number of party comrades — including ourselves — to
pone publishing anything in the Neue
a quarrel in the camp of Marxism. We :

the impact of the events in Baden our readers will
interested in a discussion such as the present one.
reasons we considered it advisable to posipone printing com-
rade Luxemburg’s article and suggested o her that this be
justified with the following declaration by the editorial board,
to which the apology by Kautsky,

ation, should be appended:

given
To our readers! A detailed reply from comrads
burg on the question of the mass
The first part was to appear
paper and had been set up in print.
Luxemburg we are postponing this reply, since st
time, in view of the unheard-of provocation of
socialist state-parliamentary fraction in Baden, in view
frivolous disregard of party discipline and its Byzen tinism,
is the task of all revolutiohary and republican elements
our party to stand united and to put
face of an opportunism in which the opinion of the
al Liberals (2*) is more important than the support and
of the social democratic proletariat of Germany.
The Editorisl Board.
Following on from this ] feel obliged urgently to correct an
error which is clarified in the postponed article of comrade Lux-
emburg. The passage about the republican sgitstion which
aroused my doubts did not, as I supposed, remain }
but appeared with a new introduction and new as s
separate article in the Breslau Volkswacht. The conclmsions,
which I drew from the assumed non-publication, thus became
But with regard to the essential differences beiwesn us,
nothing has changed. But settling these differences
must be postponed to a more favourable moment for the
reasons given above. K.EKautsky.

Comrade Luzxemburg refuses to agree to a postponement of
her article. Her affair seems to her to be so desperately import-
ant that it cannot bear the slightest delay. if ber oppoment
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rades’ attention which at the moment should be
focussed on the ‘‘insurgents’’ of Baden. And it has the effect.
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important things to do. ~The Editorial Beard.

support of industrial




20,000 jobs under threat

Seize the shipyards

| ON WEDNESDAY and Fri-
day, August 29th-31st, there
were talks between the Con-
federation of Shipbuilding
and Engineering Unions,
British  Shipbuilders, and
representatives of the yards
affected by the proposed
redundancies.

The only piece of informa-.
tion to come from these talks
so far is a threat from Brit-
ish Shipbuilders chairman
Sir Anthony Griffin that if
the bans on launches, trials
and overtime are not lifted,
then a further 20,000 jobs
stand to be lost. This in
effect means the closure of
all merchant shipbuilding in
Britain.

BS have said that they ex-
pect the majority of jobs to
go through natural wastage
and voluntary redundancy,
apart from at Cammell
Lairds in Merseyside and
Robb Caledon in Dundee;
where other employment
prospects are small to non-
existent.

Yet Confed general secret-
ary Alex Ferry says volunt-
ary redundancies should be
allowed to go, and then any
enforced redundancies
should be ‘referred back to
the Shipbuilding Negotia-
ting Cnmmlttee

If the union leadership
does not act soon to involve
the rank and file in all-out
action to save the jobs, BS

have a good chance to ach-
ieve their predijction. The
action that 1s being taken
at the moment is because. of
the rank and file pressure in
the Scottish and notrth-east-
ern yards.

Lairds has been slow to
react. An overtime ban has
been put into effect, but
without consultation with the
membership, and some sect-
ions are trying to get the de-
cision reversed.

At the beginning of this
year, 800 workers left the
yard under a voluntary re-
dundancy scheme, without
any action apart from an
overtime ban being taken. A
large proportion of those who
went are still on the dole.

We have to realise that the
fight against redundancies is
not something that will be
settled over the negotiating
tables. The only way to stop
these redundancies is by
direct action on a national
scale.

Joint actions must also be
developed with supply in-
dustries and other workers
threatened by redundancies,
wherever they work. Two
nationalised industries that
it would be obvious to link
up with are British Steel and
British Leyland, who are
also suffering massive job
cuts.

To rely on union negoti-
ators to save our jobs is to
forget that these people have

already doneé very little to
stop redundancies in the
past. How many of them
are on the board of British
Shipbuilders and have kept
their mouths shut until BS
made its plans public? Surély
the board had discussed
these plans months ago.

We should fight for the
following demands to be
adopted in the yards and
carried out (not just written

down to show what geod poli-
cies the stewards have
adopted):

® No redundancies, volun-
tary or enforced. The stew-
ards should take control over
hiring and firing.

* Immediate reduction of
the working week with no
loss of pay. X

® Share out all the avail-
able work with no job loss.

# 35 hours is already on
the Confed books: now is the
time to implement it.

* Contingency plans for
occupations with support
groups being set up in the
local communities and
industries.

® Public meetings to be
organised by the stewards in
all areas to gain support for a
fight-back. :

* Full and regular report- -
ing back of any develop-
ments, locally and nationally,
backed up by regular news-

sheets.
LOL DUFFY

BLACKING URGENT
'FOR TALBOT STRIKE

' COVENTRY'’s Lord Mayor in-

tervened in the pute at the
Bytnn and Stoke Talbot plants
— not, as a Labour

counclllor I‘oauppm't the strik-
ers’ wage claims, but to pro-
vide ‘neutral territory’ where
“both sides could discuss the
dispute’. The talks would be
in secret so as not to ]eol:::d-
ise the very, véry de
gituation’.

the l‘.h:ent m jobs at Ryton and
Sioke b , in an inter-
view nch paper, that
since th'e take-ovar up to half
of the Peungeot-Citro&n-Talbot
factories in Europe were ‘sur-

plusto ents

me in Govann'y,
ed after a walk-out over a
64 % wage offer, is now in its
9th week —-awaeklongerthan
the two months Pe
oén ch:m to have

imports and accumulated
stocks. The Bi
department is
service depots, and
stable and Luton factories have
maintained full roduchon

In answer to
stewards, both at Stoke an

at. Ryton, are callmg for action

stop  Peugeot-Citroén-
Talbot operations throughout
the country — ignoring the
TGWU bureaucracy’s pleas

ham .
A s
the

any shop-

-. . for. Despite the closure o the about the ‘difficult legal situa-

Meanwhile, not too delicate- Linw plant, Peugeot tion’ over the blacking of
?r Peugeot-énroén president Citroén-Talbot are mam imported goods.

erlined car sales in Britain by mean NICK LAWRENCE

BL are going ahead with their (mcludmg the

erslﬁ new 5-grade pay aﬂocatmn o roduction

structure regardless of the workers to grade ) through

BL go
ahegd

with
new pay
grade

wishes of the workforce or the
unions,

The that the carrot gff
‘ pmty payments
up to £160 will be sufficient

to buy off the widespread op-
position to regrading,
which * - seriously  increases
differentials. Their scheme re-
ceived a boost last month when
the Confed officials persuaded
the union side of the Leyland
Cars Joint Negotiati Com-
nittee to support the p!
Since then, however, a nat-
lonal senior stewards’ meet-
has voted to rgject the
sc eme and to b the pro-
posed joint appeals procedure,
suggested in order to legiti-
mise the deal. The senior
stewards’ proposal was to di-

the existing plant procedures.

However, production work-
ers at the Cowley Body Plant
and at Swindon, and the whole
of the internal transpurt sect-
ion at Longbridge (due for
grade 4) hava already threat
ened strike action.

These workers must be sup-
goned, though a generalised

ight against the regrading
at present looks unlikely. For
the next BL Cars annual claim,
the demands must be put for-
ward for sabolition of the
bottom grade, telescoping of
the five grades into four, and
upgrading of production work-
ers, WIth an across-the-board
pey rise rather than a per-
centage increase. 4.0,

Lambeth marches
against the cuts

1,000 LAMBETH Council wor-
kers marched from Brixton to
Vauxhall Bridge during the
morning rush hoar on Wed-
nesday 26th August. The
march, in protest ngamst the
cuis, was organised by the
newl)r formed joint stewards’
committee,

Given the short notice to
members, the turnout was ex-
cellent, with contingents from
NUPE NALGO, AUEW,

WU, EETPU, and UCATT,
as we!l as the Trades Council.

The march s by at the
Bel ave Hospital for children

nnington and handed in 8

memge of support — the

hospital is one of thme under
threat of closure in the Lam-
beth, Southwark and Lewi-
sham Area Health Authority,
recently taken over com-

? missioners imposed the,

called oy e Thids “Couned

to leunch the cuts campaign,
Lambeth  Fightback, was
attended by over 60 delegates

14th to demand that the £3
million cuts imposed earlier be
reve

ign will seek to

UNITED ACTION wit.h other
public sector

need for a contin overhme
ban and blacking om tempor-

ary promotions and substitu-
tionu were the two main

100 members of the CPSA
walked out- from offices all
over London and the South
East to attend the rally, which
wascalledbyCPSAAreaCom
mittee no.1. National Execu-
tive member Norman Jacobs
told Workers’ Action that most
othergea
down the country are organis-
ing rallies and meetings ﬁ
ainst the cutd, andtlthP

members have official NEC

b_uchngdu; walk out to nﬁeﬂ
nextmwﬂlbemon
26 September.
Tworeoolutmmwerepuaed
by-the rally, one-calling oh the
to reverse its poli-

government
cyoncnta and the second to -
the lob! ofthaTUC

ofCiviland

tghtened up

Moutmportantisformem
bers in the CPSA to keep up
the .overtime ban in the face of

‘Kent miners

NEW EDWARDES PLAN,
NEW FIGHT NEEDED

BL bosses are p]mmmg a big
new attack on ﬂu-ou hout
the company. The 1980 *
orate Plan’, due to be announ-
ced in a few weeks, will pro-
se cutting the workforce by
go closing down some
plants lltogethpr This will be
presented as the ‘quid pro
que’ for asking the Govern-
ment for another cash inject-
ion of several hundred millions
- The Canley plant, employ-
ing 8,000 workers, seems the
most ﬁke]y candidate for the
chop. The Dolomite and Spit-
fire models produced there are
due to be phased out soon, and
TR7 production is expected to

be transferred to Rover Soli-
hull.
Rumours are also going
round on Merseyside that the
remaining plant at Speke may
close.

Since Michael Edwurcles
took over 15 months
17,000 jobs have been alnsh
ed in the BL Cars division with
no serious opposition from the
conivenors and union offic-
ials. When the first stage of
the Edwardes plan was an-
nounced in February 1978,
the convenors and clals

ave the BL chairman a stand-
ing ovation. Edwardes is ob-
viously counting on that sort

of union leadership continuing,

But rank and file BL workers
have consistently shown them-
selves willing to fight against
cutbacks despite their leader-
ship. They will not tolerate any
more sell-outs. The central de-
mands must be:

- ¢ No redundancies, volunt-
ary or enforced

¢ Work-sharing on full pay

* Occu tE&il:mn of any plant
faced with closure

¢ Every section struggle on
manning to be generalised
ﬂlrou hout the plant

ant struggles to be co-

ordmated by a democratic, re-
callable combine committee.

'ROAD TO CLOSURE

SOUTH Wales miners have
lost their fight to keep open the
Deep Duffryn colliery in the
Cynon valley.

The 109-year old pit was due
to close last month, but in July
the National Coal Board re-
considered its decision. The
turn-around came after the
National Union of Mine-
workers Conference in Jersey
where Scottish, Yorkshire an
declared their
willingness to join the South
Wales area in a strike against
the closure.

The Coal Board’s reconsid-
eration only postponed the de-
cisive contest, The NCB refus-
ed to spend £6 million to drive
through a geological fault to

new coal reserves which would
hf eatglaxtandedthe pit's

‘e. They only agreed to spend
£1 million to open a new face

and work e reserves.
The whole deal was depend-
ent on in uctivity

and was to be reviewed every
three months.

The new face has already
e ogical an
new tunnels hnvehl.dmi;ere-
made almost immediately after
being driven.

After hearing technical re-
ports. fmm the NCB, a ‘mass
meeting the
workforce decldod on Satur-
day 1st September to abandon
the attempt to keep the pit

found gobs at ol'.her oo]henes
within the valley
The NCB has agreed to this
and the pit is certain to close.
Having drawn into the
Eroductivxty deal, the
as completely abandoned
al argument to open up
s Lot
resign al
Last July was the first time
in the NUM’s history that a
united stand was made over
t.lua closure of a colliery.
The question now is which of
the ten short-life &1:;;
Walea is next to cloaura,
and whether the lodge involy
ed will accept a similar produc-
tmty deal.
MARTIN BARCLAY

IWA militant sacked for organising Confed strikes

AT THE Delta Tubes facto:
Birmingham, Narrinder Smg
a leadi mxllta.nt in the Ind-
ian Workers' Association, has
been sacked for or anising
support for the national engin-
eering strikes.

The vast majority of workers
in the factory are black, but
five of the six stewards are
white. The stewards decided
againsttaking any action when
the one-day strikes were an-
nounced, but Narrinder Singh,
who is nnt a steward. organis-

ed a mass m
by a 9-to-1 majonty to support
the strikes. No-one went in.

After the last one-day strike,
Ng.mnder Singh agaélm organis-

a meeting, and again a

large mi ﬂ:ﬂt}’ voted to support
the two %‘u

But cn eaday 21st A
ust, at the end of the mg
slnft

the director
called Narrinder to Em office.

He refused to without  a
shop steward the manage-
ment sacked him, :

which voted

Then foremen went round
the workforce individually with
questionnaires asking le
if they wanted to strike, and of
course then claimed a mqonty
were st action. The shop
went elong with this,
The two-day strike was called
off, and nothing was done in
sugf)ort of N, amnder Singh.
arrinder Si is now con-
sulting AUEW officials and
the A about fighting for

reinstatement
" JIM DENHAM




