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Confer-

Act — from
Manchester Withington, Hammer-
smith North, Bristol West,
Vauxhall and Northampton

‘South. The Brltsol West resolution .

condemns the provisions of the
Act which “faclhtate the harrass-

" ment of any Irish trade unionist or

political activist in this country...”;
and Vauxhall points our that “the

~ Act has already been used against

trade union activists and opens the
way to more extensive attacks on
the labour movement in the
future.” Both declare against “any
plans to replace this Act by
permanent Iegislatlon.

No call for troops out
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Croydon North West CLP has
also put down a resolution for the

" immediate ending of internment,

another sign of the development of

- . . some understanding in'the Labour
- Party ranks of the need to oppose

the anti-Irish policies of successive

governments, Tory and Labour.
However, there is no resolution

- recognising the-right of the Irish

ople as a whole to determine

~ their own future on a 32-County
‘basis, nor any resolution calling

for the. withdrawal of troops from
Ireland. Where, one wonders, 18
the Troops Out Movement?

Abortion

On a number of other questions
major campaigns over. the past
year have found a reflection in the

Conference - agenda. = Newcastle
under Lyme and Rye CLPs, and

" the Socialist Medical Association,

call for free abortion on demand,

~ and a whole string of resolutions
oppose all attempts to amend the

1967 Abortion Act in a restrictive
sense. |

~ Southall CLP calls for the
repeal of the 1971 Immigration
Act and “condemns the threats of
deportatlon against immigrant
workers (as in the Franco Caprino

| case)

Four resolutions reflect the
campalgn over the Prebbles case.

Undoubtedly, the key debate at
this year’s Labour Party Con-

'ference will be on economic policy.
"And the key idea in the resolutions
for that debate is not price

controls, nor import controls (a

favourite with the Tribune
“nationalists) nor - even
nationalisation — though all.

~ these, of course, figure largely —

but the idea of directing

'mvestment

The resolution which best sums

- 'up the drift of a dozen or so others

1S one from ASTMS: “This

"~ Conference is critical of the fact

that there has been madequatc

‘control of prices, a slowness in

1mp9rt
incffectwe

selective
and an

imposing

onvinced that Britain is over-
yosed  in the international
1K 1T g system to the detriment of
kR ntlsh economy and the need
investment in British
ji@aring industry..
18 upon the Government to
iplans for the direction of
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THE MOST welcome resolnﬁom,
‘on the 1975 Labour Party
. "ence agenda are the five calling for
the repeal of the “Prevention of
‘Terrorism™

demands

Confer-

'where the Appeal Court ruled that

picketing other than in pursuance
of an industrial dispute (in that
particular - case, picketing to

-.protest against an estate agent’s

treatment of tenants) was illegal.
Islington Central, Hull Central,
Iiford North and Ruislip North-
wood all call for reforming the law.

Several resolutions call for a

reform of the conspiracy law, and
Beeston and New Forest CLPs
mention the case of the 21 Iranian
students charged with ‘conspiracy
to trespass.. Chingford CLP
“condemns the inaction of the
Home Secretary and the Labour
Government in failing to release
the two imprisoned Shrewsbury
pickets.”

- NHS.

The sections of the agenda
relating to the National Health
Service are among the largest, and
also among the most radical
Demands for “democratic control

of the structure of the Health .

Service by elected representatives,
drawn from the community and
from all levels of health service
workers” appear frequently; as do
for completely free
provision of health services, for the
ending of private practice, for
nationalisation of the drug
industry, and for increased wages

for NHS workers.

The Socialist Medical Assoc-
iation ends up with a simple, but
most unusual clause: “Conference

... pledges the support of the
Labour Party to all health workers

and other trade unionists who are

fighting for these demands.” In

fact, that is about the nearest any
of the 430 resolutions and

- numerous amendments come to

committing the Labour - Party

' ‘membership to action. For the
rest, the resolutions “urge”
for”, “deplore™,

, “call
“demand”, “ask”
— all relymg.gn the Government
to carry out the necessary action.
Yet the fact is that many of the
most important proposals are on
the agenda only because of active
campaigns, usually against the
Government, in which Labour
Party members have been active.

“THIS Conference is concerned that

national leaders can blatantly ignore or

actively campaign against the National

Conference policy of this party...”
Glasgow Central’'s resolution

represents a longstanding feeling

among party activists, but proposes no

solution to the problem. In the last few
months, a number of local parties have
begun to move towards half the
soluuon to the problem — sharply
calling to account notorious right
wingers like Prentice and Tomney. The

other half — organising the rank and

file for action, if necessary action

‘against the Labour Party establish-

ment — is still to come.

investment into socially worth-
while and value-added enter-

prises.”
~ This formula — “directing
investment” — can in fact have

two sharply different meanings.
Take the most radical interpret-
ation, and it means an overall
planmng of the economy;
resources allocated not according
to the laws of profit, but according
to social priorities; control of the
major means of production by
democratic decision, and not by
the moneylords. In short, it means

a workers’ socialist revolution: for

what less than revolutionary
workers’ action will force the
millionaires to hand over their
wealth and their power to the
community?

Licence

That is the most radical mterp-
retation. But “directing invest-
ment” can also mean schemes like
the Lever Bank, the National'
Enterprise. Board, “devclopment

subs les , econotmc
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Wilson, Soares, Rabin and other ‘*Socialist”’
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leaders. York CLP demands — support the
Portuguese working class:instead.

/

CHRIS REYNOLDS looks at some
of the resolutions for this year’s

LABOUR PARTY
CONFERENCE

- WHAYT'S

- ONTHE |

~Although Newham North East’s
success in humiliating Prentice has set

- many Labour Parties astir of late, only
‘a few resolutions on the Conference

agenda raise the question of Party
democracy. The Birmingham Perry
Barr resolution is central: “all members
of Parhament and councillors to be
accountabi¢ 1c their local parties and
subject to recall ... all Labour Party
officials to be elected and similarly
recalled; effective measures to be taken
to ensur¢ that the PLP carry out

policies agreed by National
Conference.” |
Sheffield Brightside’s resolution

adds a point — “the Leader and

programming” of the type pursued
by Tory governments in France
and Italy; in short, state assistance
to make the
economy run more smoothly.
Often it i1s simply a licence for
sharp capitalist operators to leech
the state treasury.

None of the Conference resol-
utions bring out this ambiguity —
for 1t is invisible from their angle.
What makes it invisible is the
concept of “our economy”, “the
British economy”, “British
industry” or just “the economy” —
always ignoring the fact that the
present economic system 1is not just
“the” economy, still less “ours”,
but the capitalist economy; and
socialism cannot just be grafted
onto it by this or that piecemeal
government measure. Conference
resolutions complain about the
fact that nationalised industries
are run by “the Lord Melchetts
and Sir Don Ryders” -— but they
do not draw the conclusion that
such measures as nationalisation

are completely absorbed by the

private-profit

AGENDA?

Elected leaders — if it's OK with the Queen

‘cabinet’ of the PLP should be elected
annually by Conference” — but
worries about “the necessary corl-
stitutional lcglslatmn 1n case (horror
of horrors!) this “may not comply with
the present rules of Crown and
Parliamentary privilege.”

Bans

Unfortunately, no resolution raises
the other major question of party
democracy, the question of ‘bans and
proscriptions’ -— despite the fact that

the recent press witchunts against the
~members of Newham North East CLP

and against the ‘Militant® make that
question increasingly vital.

capitalist systera, and simply
become additional and alternative
means of serving the exploitation
of the working class and the
accumulation of capital.

Waste

Without a doubt, most of the
CLPs putting forward resolutions
on ‘directing investment’ saw them-
selves as arguing for anti-capitalist
measures, for a clamp-down on the
1rresponsxble and socially wasteful
behaviour of the profiteers. ‘But
where, in their resolutions, they
wrote “our economy”, real life
writes “the capitalist economy”,

where they wrote “our Govern-

ment”, reality writes “the govern-
ment of Wilson and Healey, who
arc as dedicated to serving
capitalism as are the Tories”.
Thus,
intentions ar¢ actually ~oped in
behind not-so-confused pro-

capntahst policies: the only real-life

meaning of “directing investment™

' 1s_state propping up of industry

thh a view to capitalist ration-
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GIVEN the lack of any

clear

amendment to _ the

for
resolutions are already beginning
to give off the characteristic odour
of dated,
intentious,
slaps down Benn, brusquely tells
the NVT workers to sink or swim,
and imposes the £6 wage limit.

the programme of
investment”
that it can equally well be coupled
with opposition to wage curbs
(Hornsey CLP resolution) or
support - for
(Bmmngham Small Heath CLP
resolution). It is open to any'
Michael Foot, Wedgwood Benn or
Jack Jones to argue that “directing
investment”™

confused anti-capitalist but to make it work “we™ need

resolution on Ireland, the most
important debate on world politics
at the Labour Party conference
promises to be around York CLP’s

EEPTU’s
resolution on Portugal.

Inplace of the EEPTU’s support
for Mario Soares and the Socialist
Party leadership, York CLP
declares that: “The international
support afforded these people and
their call for a ‘pluralist’ (i.e.
capitalist) democracy, is typified
by the espousal of their cause by
such champions of socialism as
The Times, Daily Telegraph,

- Economist etc. Conference sees no
solution to the groblems of the
Portuguese working class, other -

than the complete abolition of
capitalism and the establishment
of a democratic workers’ state.”
This resolution - obviously
connects up with the call for with-
drawal from NATO made by
Twickenham and Croydon North
East CLPs: for in the National
Executive Committee’s report to
the Conference it states that
“During a difficult
Portugal the Government has, in
the EEC, in NATO, and at a

bilateral level given full support to

those forces in Portugal working
for a true, pluralistic democracy”
(Our emphasis). “True”
democracy, it appears, 1is
democracy at NATO gun-pomt'
There i1s also an important

resolution from Tunbridge Wells

CLP calling for the withdrawal of
British troops from the Persian
Gulf. “Conference believes that
what the Government call the

‘maintenance of stability’ in the
Gulf constitutes the financing and

propping up of the corrupt and
savagely repressive regime of
Sultan Qabus bin Said, and that
this is in order to facilitate the
commercial exploitation of the

‘rich oil reserves of the Persian

Gulf, to maintain a military
presence at the strategically
important air-staging base at
Masrah Island off -Oman at the
southern entrance to the Persian
Gulf and to retain a lucratic
market for British military
technology.” |

Directing investment: revolutionary, or a licence for leeching ?

ahisation.

And even as recommendations
capitalist policy, the

ineffectual good
as the Government

The lack of any cutting edge in

“directing
1S shown by the fact

wage curbs

s indeed _necessary,

year for

economic stability and therefore
the £6 limit. .
supporters of “directing invest-
ment” will have no answer unless
they sort out the amblgumes in
their own tdeas.

The left wing
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On Tuesday
Portugal’s
Francisco de Costa Gomes signed
a decree severely restricting the
right of the press to report events
in the armed forces. The only
information which is supposed to
be published is official statements
from the government and the top
military autherities. Papers which
defy the ban can be clpsed down
for up to 10 days. So . much
importance was placed on this
decree that it was made a
‘constitutional decree’, with the
aim of giving it extra weight.

The reason for this move 1s easy
to see. The last few weeks have
seen an explosion of democratic
activity in the army. Soldiers’
committees — independent of the
officers — are being set up in many
units. The day after the decree was
passed, 3,000 rank and file soldiers
-joined a demonstration in Oporto,
in support of the ‘Popular Power’
(workerg’ and soldiers’
committees. and the Popular

September 9th,

Kate Docherty describes a visit the Portuguese

president General

Assemblies) and against reaction.
This was despite the determined
opposition of their generally right
wing officers.

In the most radical units, all
important decisions are taken by
mass meetings of soldiers. Within:
the, last two weeks, a military
police regiment has decided to
admit people from the district in
which their barracks are situated,
to attend and vote at their
meetings. And these meetings are
not just a political debating
society: they are where the
regiment makes its decisions for
action.

This sort of development puts
all the talk about an army-people
alliance on a far more real and
genuinely working class basis than
it has been before. In the same
unit, the left wing commanders
were removed by the high

command, but 5 days later they
were stif there — the soldiers

would not let them go.
And the military police is the
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- Workers Coordinating Committee made to an
occupied farm in the Alentejo district

“I would fight until death before
the boss could regain control of
our land. He even refused to open
up a well for us to get water — we
were nothing more than slaves.”
These were the parting words of
an agricultural worker in the Beja

district of Alentejo, at the end of

our visit to an occupied farm.
"~ The farm, near the village of
Vila Nova de Baronia, is one of the
biggest in the area at 1,400
hectares, and was occupied by the
‘25 workers on 14th July this year
after a wage demand had been
refused. The demand was for 190
escudos (about £3.25) a day for
“everyone. Their last rise had been
in June 1974, following a wave of
strikes by agricultural workers up
and down the country protesting
~about the abysmal wages and
. conditions. Previous to 25th April,

‘under fascism, the wages were 90

escudos (£1.50) for the men and 60

escudos for the women, and this
was about average.

Co-0p

Since the occupation the
workers have been paid by their
union at the rate of 160 es. for men
‘and 120 es. for the two women,
~until they can work out a system of
selling their roduce and
becoming self-sufficient. They are
discussing forming a cooperative,
but feel that the farm is too small
on its own, and are hoping that the
neighbouring smaller farms will
soon follow their example and
occupy, so that they can link
together. Their main products are
wheat, oats and maize, together
with 3,000 olive trees, a cork

------

------

A

g
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Vila

plantation, 100 beef cattle,
pigs and 300 sheep.

In the district of Beja, 55 farms
have been occupied so far
(averaging 900 hectares) and this

100

- number is rapidly on the increase.

In the last four weeks, the total
area of occupied land has grown
from 36,000 hectares to well over
50,000.

The
Evora is even more advanced. In
fact it is the most advanced in the
country. Over 100 farms have been

taken over by workers there, and

more than a third of the Agranan
Reform programme as determined
by law has already been completed
through occupations. The
Institute for Agranian Reform
{IRA), a regional based
organisation under the Ministry of
Agriculture, carries out the
reappropriation of the land for the
state of all farms over 700 hectares.

Further legislation has recently
been introduced to cover smaller
farms if the workers can prove

sabotage or under-cultivation of
the land. |
The ‘IRA’ also gives technical

.
T,

t&ighbour’ing district of

unit responsible- for discipline 1n
the army!

Most of the leaders of the MFA

are . terrified by these develop-
ments, which are a real threat to
their continued control of the
army. They want news of these
events to be restricted, in the hope
of stopping other units taking
similar action. But the decree has
been an absolute and total failure.
There 1s nobody
~Within 3 days, 21 newspapers
(including all the major ones), the
TV and radio stations, had .all
defied it. If anything, it has had the
effect of creating more 1nterest 1n:
- military affairs, and thus more

to enforce it.

space has been devoted to them.

There was nothing the
authorities could do. The
COPCON units who would have
had to enforce the law, such as the
military police, refused to do so,
and instead stated that they would
intervene to defend the press if
necessary.

This is the real meaning of press
freedom in Portugal today. It,
certainly, has nothing to do with

the freedom’ demanded by the

Socialist Party leadership. They
have made the return of the paper
‘Republica’ to its pro-SP manage-
ment a condition of their joining
the 6th Provisional Government.

advice and assistance by providing
agricultural technicians who work
through the unions, giving help to
workers on occupied: farms and
cooperatives. On the farm we
‘visited the workers had been in
regular contact with a technician
‘since their occupation. They were
in fact waiting for the delivery of a
new tractor the following day,
‘supplied free by the union. This
resulted from a visit
technician to make an assessment
of their equipment, and he had
decided, in consultation with
them, that the 3 tractors and one
harvester which they had were not

sufficient for their needs.

The Agricultural Union 1s a
district body, not national.
According to the men we spoke to,
the union in Beja is one of the most
active. It now controls all
employment in the district and will
supply extra labour to occupied
farms where they can .prove
‘undermanning. There is no longer
any unemployment of agricultural
workers in Beja, a very different
situation to that before 25th April.

They said that for the first time

they felt they were in control of

their own lives and not simply
slaves with no guarantee of work
or wages from one day to the next.
Before the occupation they had

not received any pay for days not
worked, whether it was because
there was no work, or through
sickness, or even bad weather
conditions. They are now paid
75% of their wages by the state if
they are sick, for an unlimited

period, and employment is
* guaranteed by the union.
Following the wave = -of

occupations in the district, the
union has set up a free repair
centre for farm machinery, and
supplies free petrol for tractors.
The men are all quite involved in
union affairs, and most of them go
along to the local offices at least
once a fortnight to discuss with
workers from other farms.

The two women workers,
however, although they are union
members, never .attend the
meetings. We were told by the men
that this was because of family
commitments, but they insisted
that they always report everything
to the women when they get home
and discuss with them any
questions which may have arisen.
We were unfortunately unable to

by the

 steward

This is despite the fact that they
already have the morning paper
‘Jornal Novo’ and have recently set
up a rival evening paper, ‘A Luta’,
which puts forward their views.
The Socialist Party have no
need to demand access to
newspapers for themselves. In
effect what they are demanding is
denial of _such access to other
currents in the workers movement.
Yet when there
challenge to the press, as in the

b

PRGOS

speak to either of the women.

The farm has an elected shop
who attends weekly
meetings where the main topic on
the agenda is the formation of
cooperatives. In addition to this,
meetings are held on the farm
every Friday evening to discuss
what has to be done the following
week and to distribute the work.

With the occupation of the land,
the workers also took control and
now regard as their own the large,
rather luxurious farmhouse, which
is packed with antique furniture.
This is where the overseer lived,
although the house and furniture
belonged to the landowner, who
apparently has several other
similar farms in the south of
Portugal. The overseer had
informed the workers when they
decided to occupy that he was with
them. But within a week he had
packed and left.

Three families have now moved
into part of the house, but it
remains largely empty. When we
asked why some of the other
workers didn’t move in and leave

IS a real

Sept. 9th decree, we hear nothing

from them. The reason 1s clear.
The SP’s supporters in the army,
men like Major Melo Antunes, are
among those most scared by the
present situation, and keenest to
re-establish their control over the
ordinary soldiers. The struggles o
the rank and file in the army
threaten to sweep them away,

together with the system that they,
and the Socialist Party leadership,
support. |

Sy

their  tied cottages which are
without running water or

~electricity, they replied that they
were waiting for the landlord to

come and remove his furniture,
which they found very
uncomfortable and which they
regarded as his personal property.

It was obvious that these
workers had no intention of ever
returning to the slavelike
conditions which they had

endured for most of their hves.
Their pride in their work and their
farm was very clear. They insisted

‘that they had not had to work any

harder or longer hours since. the
occupation, but that as they were
more organised, and taking their

own decisions, more rwork was

being done and it was being done
to their satisfaction, unlike
This is perhaps borne out by the
fact that agricultural production in
the whole of Portugal has,
contrary to most expectations,
been higher this year -than 1n
previous years. S

- First published in
Our Common Struggle

fore.
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. Workers Fight No.110, p.4 | .

onTiE
GRAVY
TRAIN

LAST week it was announced that
former senior civil servants would be
getting pension increases, amounting
to as much as £40 per week in some
cases. This would be in addition to

T v ':".‘-"' "W"""ﬂfﬂ, swﬁb-?ﬁ:m‘_' HRE
S . . . . :

FLATR T

ENCUR U .
e "‘ kR

2 . | | their present i

,l | pensions of around £160

L | TEN opponents of ﬂ.'e per week. The needy beneficiaries of

o Franco regime in Spain this rise include retired under-

now face sentences of | Secctares .mtiﬁ':dges.t ¢ Britain

~ . erhaps rest o© 's

g:thubey g‘"::i?igo l'lra‘:ig:: | . pensioners might be interested to hear
| q y that Mr. Foot, Secretary of State for

Unemployment (sorry, Employment),
has stated that the £6 limit on wage
settlements would not apply to
pensioners. However, unlike the
retired toadies of the ruling class, the
working class pensioners are still
wondering when they are going to get

Garmendia and Otaegui

have been added three '

L “members of the Maoist - e as

. § group FRAP, then |

P another five FRAP = -
victim = 12

‘members, as the military

o : : -—
.| out execution orders with AV A

the minimum ceremony. n | | BRITISH Leyland workers may have
21 B St further prisoners, ‘ noted the news last week that their new
includimg Pedro Beotegui, boss Mr. Alex Park will be the highest
i lead f the B 4 ‘ paid head of a nationalised industry; at
o caaer O ¢ Dasque a salary of £50,000 a%year. Perhaps

after the first flush of pride had faded a
number of them did a quick mental
calculation to work out how many
years of monotonous slogging it would

S

whose sentences there is
noright of appeal.

by nationalist organisation
i} ETA-5, may be dragged e
| before this tribunal, from

‘The charges were to do
with involvement in the
killing of Civil Guards,
with whom large sections
of the population are now
in a state A of virtual
‘war.Demonstrations of
the right wing in Spain
have demanded severe
§ measures against the
prisoners, at the same time
as . thousands have
‘protested internationally,
“and especially in France,
‘against the sentences.

The reaction of the

£ 1 1. Franco regime, frantically

+
Sl ..\' .

o

A <.. .

lining up more and more
victims for garroting,
indicates not strength, but
weakness. But even in its
dying moments the regime
can strike down these ten
-~ militants, unless we react

N | energetically and rapidly

to stop it. Among the
slogans on Saturday’s
Portugal  solidarity
- demonstration, the cry
“Stay the hand of
Franco’s executioner”
must find its place.

AFTER 11 years free from political
executions in Spain, Salvador Puig
Antich, a 26 year old Catalonian, was
garroted on the morning of March 4th
1974. |

An international campaign of
demonstrations, pickets, petitions and
appeals, and protests within Spain, all

failed to save him, though such
protests, four .years before, had

succeeded in stopping the execution of
8 Basque militants condemned to death
in the infamous Burgos military trial.

- Like Burgos, and like the recent

trials leading to five death sentences,
Puig faced a military tribunal, which
took just one dgy to pass its verdict and
a double death sentence. Typically,
too, his trial and arrest involved torture
~ his arrest followed the torture of 7 of
his comrades in the Anarchist Iberian

‘Liberation Movement (MIL).

Despite the double death sentence —
for a bank robbery and ‘the fatal

~ BRITISH

AS part of the international protests

against the threatened murder by the’
Franco dictatorship of Garmendia and
Otaegui, nineteen British- socialists
occupied the Regent Street offices of
Iberia Airlines on Wednesday 10th
September, while about. 50 to 100
others demonstrated outside.

The occupation was entirely

peaceful, and the occupiers complied

with all the requests the police made
when they entered the building; but
after about 40 minutes all 19 were
arrested without warning, and after
being kept in the cells for about five
hours were charged with “conspiring
together and with other persons to

arrot

Salvador
Puig Antich

wounding of a member of the political
police during a clash when Puig was
arrested — the execution came as
something of a surprise. The last of
these spuriously judicial murders had
taken place in 1963, when Communist
Party leader Julian Grimau was shot.
But the Franco regime seems
determined to go out as bloodily as it
came in 37 years ago. The old dictator
and his stalwarts, now looking fear-

POLICE AID

enter as a traspasser the premises of the
Iberia Airlines, 169 Regent Street
London W.1.”

The 19 have been released on bail,
and committal proceedings are al
present scheduled for November 25th.
In a statement, the 19 declare that: “We
wish to make it known that we consider
the use of conspiracy laws in this case
__ as in the recent cases of the
Shrewsbury building workers and the
Iranian 21 — to be a serious threat 1o
the democratic liberties of the British
working class...

“We call on the Labour Government

{sN
“]. Publicly and unilaterally oppose

fully over their shoulders at Portugal as
Franco totters into his grave, must be
thinking that the customary 25 and 30
year ‘sentences meted out to trade
unionists, underground political resist-
ance fighters and Basque separatists
must have little chance of running their

course, and little chance of

_ intimidating those struggling to bury

the regime together with its senile
figurehead and open up the jails.

the death sentences on Garmendia and
Otaegui and all other Spanish political

prisoners;

“?. Give its full backing to the
resolution passed overwhelmingly at
the recent Trades Union Congress,
which called for ‘support for those in
Spain fighting for an end to fascism
and the establishment of ademocracy’;

“3. Drop the charges on the Iberian
19, and end the use of the conspiracy
law”. |

Plans are being laid for a defence
campaignfor the 19, and a first meeting
has been called in London on Friday
19th September.

| Missiles in the wake of peace’

by ARYE SAMUELS

R

THE hollow hypocrisy of the
description of the Egypt-lsrael

accords as a “peace” agreement

was clearly exposed last week
when Ford confirmed newspaper
reports that the US was “selling”
Israel F16 aircraft and Pershing

-~ missiles.

The range of the Pershings 1s
about 460 miles — making 1t
capable of hitting Cairo, Amman,
Damascus, Beirut, etc., from
inside Israel. The fact that the US
says that it is not supplying the
Pershings with nuclear warheads
in no way means that Israel will be
confined to  conventional
weaponry, as it is in a position to
manufacture its own - nuclear
warheads at plants hke that at
Dimona. |

As Workers Fight pointed out
last week, the agreement is just the
beginning of a whole strategy. For
example, it has been in doubt for
some tme whether Congress
would permit the sale of Hawk
apti-aircraft missike s to Jordan —
a stazz comoaey sokd 0 US
EEpCrE ST NS L e a3
theee sEos 30T IK=" o2 T TICTOET
with lsrael

Not all the [ZEEXTS I
funnelled into Egype by e LS

payment for Egypt’s deal with
Israel will come directly from the
US. Much of it will be “laundered”
through other Middle East
nations, in particular Saudi
Arabia (see last week’s WF) and
Iran. Iran, for instance, has just
signed a $1 million agreement with
Egypt setting up a Teheran-based
joint shipping company (Iran gets

51%; Egypt gets 49%) with all the
funds coming from Iran.

As soon as the Cairo Voice of

Palestine radio station broadcast

the Palestine Liberation
Organisation’s View of the Egypt/
Israel deal, referring to it as “an
affront to the dignity of the Arab
nation”, it was closed down by the
Egyptian Ministry of Information.
The premises were sealed and an
Egyptian broadcast praising the
terms of the pact went out over the
air on the same wavelength.

These 28520 ez = wer2

“We expect, during
following month, a new react-

ionary plan to emerge aimed at
destroying us as a Palestinian
resistance movement and destroy-
national

ing the Lebanese

movement”

announced George

the

i e W
g!" ' | ' e N 1

Habash, leader of the Popular
Front for the Liberation of
Palestine.

In a press conference given in a
refugee camp in Lebanon he
denounced the Egypt/Israel
accords and put his faith in
President Assad of Syria to
continue and lead the struggle
against Israel and “turn Sadat and
his policy into an insignificant
moment in Middle East history.”

Meanwhile Egypt’s Foreign
Minister, Ismail Fahmi, was
confident that Assad would follow
Sadat in making an agreement
with Israel. “Now that Israel 1s

¢:arting to withdraw (on the Sinai

front)” he said, “it will have to
undertake a similar move on other
fronts. This is why 1 am sure that
another Israeli/Syrian disengage-
ment is imminent and it will be
followed by a disengagement on
the Palestinian front. ... Contacts
for an Israeli withdrawal on the
Syrian front will start some time 1n
October and all the parties
concerned.are aware of this.”
Naturally this could be a piece of
wishful thinking on Fahmr’s part.
W e o Zewcmhes the moves
BT TIAsT oF The mowes B

.......

heads of the
industries, whose salary increqses have
been frozen since last December. Some
of them have written to the Prime

ations were that,

' Sir Denys Lowson,

take one of thein to earn that sort of
money. However, we hope they spare a
thought for the poor underprivileged
other nationalised

Minister bemoaning the fact that they

receive much less that the chairmen of
private industries. They are worried

that the recommendations of the Top
Salaries Review Body might not be
implemented in full. The recommend-
for example, Sir
Monty Finniston of British Steel and
Sir William Ryland of the Post Office

should get £40,000 each (up from
present meagre pickings of £28,100 and
£23,100

respectively) whilst the
chairmén of airways, railways, coal,
electricity and gas should get £35,000 a

year instead of their present £23,100.

Perhaps they might all go on strike!
How on earth would we manage?

AV A

Car manufacturers are well aware that -
the wealthy are unaffected by
unemployment and the leaping price of
food. Jaguar last week announced their
ridiculous new 150mph car costing
£8,900. Recently Mercedes-Benz
revealed their even more ridiculous
new car costing £20,000, which will
probably sell better than the Jaguar to
people like the woman quoted in the
Sunday Times’ LOOK column Ilast
week who, wondering which of two
handbags both priced £60 she should
buy, commented that if one was more
expensive, she would know to buy it.

In any case, it seems there is already

~ a long waiting list for both cars — so

don’t think you can rush out and buy

one. AVA

THE death was announced last week of
former Lord
Mayor of London and ‘financial
wizard’. Sir Denys won’t be
remembered as Mayor, but for the
deals in money which netted him
considerable sums of money. In fact he
was so good at it that it was
embarassing! After he'd netted a cool
£5 million in 1972 in a share deal,
investigating inspectors appointed by
the Secretary of State for Trade and
Industry (though precious little
industry was expended by Sir Denys to
get his £5 million) concluded that his
motive was to obtain “substantial gain
for himself and his family”. Well, who
would have thought of it? Anyway, he
paid some of the money back, and
promptly went on a multi-thousand
pound world cruise on-the QE2 to
atone for his little indiscretion. -

The Times thinks Sir -Denys’s case is
‘unrepresentative’. Indeed it is — how
many other City sharks spew up their
ill-gotten gains? “His career and
methods”, it goes on to say “never .
represenied the best City practice.” No.
The best City practice certainly doesn’t
involve being found out...

AV A

ABOMINABLE as many of them are,
however, it can’t be said that Tony
Boyle, ex-president of the United Mine
Workers of America, DID represent
the best practice of his fellow
gangsterish trade union bosses there.
Last week he was sentenced to three
consecutive life terms for his part in the
murder of Jack Jablonski who
hime in the 1969 umion
cdecrvas. Jablogskis wile and
o swtesmg te sadve asd had the



‘The staff at

‘Inner

WILLIAM
TYNDALE JUNIOR SCHOOL
in Islington are currently prepar-
ing to resist a compulsory week-
long inspection of their school
which has been threatened by the

London

Authority.
Why is the ILEA attempting a

full scale inspection of a school
which was routinely inspected
carlier thns year (with a
“satisfactory” report resulting),

and why are the staff of the school
resisting the inspection?

CRRANINY Ui OEFD 2D NE NS O N
SIS usveh tas o Sowe dutny Baasins Yaniah Yy

_ Mpmibie Suppurt Ouuuminies, with
g Asti-Agartheld Maveuunt, Ladign Co-ap Peliticsl Caramions
Liberation, Natianel Agunkly of Wemen, Nationg Union of Sesdewn

Summer 1975

Communism and

Education

-Philistinism: thetwo

souls of the Comintern
(An obituary article on |

JPCannonand RPDutt)
Editorial: The Leftand the

IS and the Common Market
(A document of the struggle
of WF inside IS) ‘

Bukharin on the Economics

of the Transmon Perlod

Polemic
Chile: drawing out the
lessons? A letter and areply

"'MARJOE is the name of an

American revivalist preacher, a
name made up from combining

- Mary and Joseph. The document-
ary film about him first shown in

London last monthg achieves its
considerable effectiveness by
looking under the lid of a bizarre
and probably revealing side of

American life.
Marjoe Gortner was born in the

1940s into a family of evangelist
preachers going back four gener-
ations. His parents put him on the
stage, so to speak, at the age of

- four, and under the single minded
coaching of his mother he became

a ‘child prodigy

Early in the film we see extra-
ordinary scenes of the child not
only preaching on television (“I'm
Marjoe Gortner and I'm here to
give the devil two black eyes™), but
also performing marriage
ceremonies — with a deal deal of
attendant publicity. The figure of
the child-star seems irresistible to
the Great American Public, some-
thing understood very well by its
promoters, and Marjoe grossed
several million dollars for the
family business between the apes
of four and fouricen.

Having no reirmpsocs bepets of s
own,begwc'nmﬁor;tmicnm
teens. But money bk2 3y wemr™
to be sneezed at. amd wTa o
cyngasm he took up he e

again.

As an adult performer. @ =
remarkable, playing on a cofiectr
public sickness. He comes om a
revivalist rallies after the excae-
ment has been dehiberately stoked
up with music and chanting aad
foot-stomping. He storms before,
around and in the midst of Ias
andience in wild, Jaggeresque
comvulsions (wild, but calculated,
for the Jagger imitation is later

The situation hinges on the
activity of certain school managers
and local right wing Labour
councillors. Although subscribing
to the Labour Party, these people’s
views on education are akin to

.those of the authors of the
‘notorious Black Paper, and it is no
coincigdence that several of these

people were also involved in the

dispute that attended the appoint-

ment of a successor to the
notorious Rhodes Boyson (co-
author of the Black Paper and
now, no doubt, aspiring future
Tory Education Minister) as head-
master of Highbury Grove, a
nearby comprehensive.

Bayliss

among the

Prominent

councillors is one Bill Bayliss, a

Labour councillor and teacher (at
Highbury Grove) who has
beenhappy in the past to share a
platform with the local National
Front parhamentary candidate,

and who is 2 member of the break-

away group of right wing Islington
Labour councillors who split with
the Labour group over the
Council's housing policy. Neither
is it coincidence that the National

"Front in the local press recently

put out a call to these rebel
counctllors inviting them to join

the Natlonal Front.

What is it about Tyndale that
has galvanised these reactionaries
into action?

In January 1974 Terry Ellis was

appointed Head of William

Tyndale Junior School. He is
exce tional in that, within the

ines of his position as Head-
master he has tried to produce a
co-operative learning atmosphere
in the school, with full and free
democratic dnscussmn with the
staff on all issues affecting them.
He was also instrumental 1n
appointing Dorothy McColgan, a
teacher who had been blacklisted
by ILEA for her views en school

democracy, to the staff of his

school.

With the aid of just one member
of staff (now lefﬁ’nd teaching in a
priyate school in the suburbs) the
right wmg managers mmated a

campaign of slander against the
professional
political views of the staff. An
anonymous petition  was

canvassed aroud parents, the help

of certain right wing parents was

enlisted to add weight to the

campaign, and a faction of the
managers met secretly with ILEA
officials in July 1974 to discuss the
removal of the Head and the
dwindling of the school roll to
below 80 as a means of closing and
“re-organising” (restaffing) the
school. -

This time pressure from the

Managers seems to be having more
effect than it did at the time of the
Highbury Grove dispute, and
ILEA have capitulated with the
threat of a full scale inspection of
the school (9 inspectors to
investigate the work of as many
teachers), the results of which:they
mtend to use as the basis of an
“impartial inquiry”.

Back-up

The staff of Tyndale have been
backed all along the line by the
local branch of the NUT, and
demands from there have been
submitted to the Inner London
Teachers’ Association calling on
themto

)demand from ILEA that the
terms of the inquiry be an

investigation into the origins and

purpose of the political attacks
made on the Tyndale staff;
2)demand 50% teacher repres-
entatign on any inquiry;
3)demand no inspection prior to
the investigation.

In addition the local branch is
demanding representation on any
board of inquiry and full legal
back-up from the NUT.

What must the Tyndale staff
and the Support Campaign do
now to see this dispute through?
Already many members admit that
the to-ing and fro-ing of polite
legal letters has come to nought,
and it is vital that rank and file
action continues to be mobilised,
especially if the demands on the
official bodies outlined above are
‘blocked. The local Rank and File

Little Jesus .laggcr-style

Alan Haslam revnews the ﬁlm “Mar

acknowledged), screeching raving
religious incantations with
grotesque abandon.

His congregation/audience is
mostly middle aged, often sick or

ddm'med.wahrgrcxtentmls—
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its heart, as Marjoe understands
well with his erotic movements and
the special attention he pays to the
middle 3ged women.

Unlike many another document-
ary on such a subject, though, this
onc has the benefit of Marjoe’s
uninhibited and cynical

comments, quite prepared —
becapse he about to get out of it —
e *-s-:zi from the inside how the

competence and .

inquiry going through
unsatisfactory to the Tyndale staff,
as seems likely to happen Judgmg |

Why a school won't let the inspectors in -

teachers’ group is cooperating with
the Support Campaign to organise

‘a public. meeting to explain the

issues, and a special general
‘meeting of the local NUT branch is

-scheduled for September 24th, to
~ mobilise practical support around
the Tyndale staff’s rejection of the

inspection, At this'special meeting,
moves must be made to elect from
the floor a workers’ committee of
inquiry to produce a counter
report in the event of- the official

‘GREEDY

WORKERS
— MIRROR =
SELECTS
ITS FACTS

SCROOGES! Britain’s pay-rise
busbands accused... |
So the Daily Mirror last week

headlined what it said were the findings

-of “tworeporh on lloulekeq'inl

money”.
A tooneo(thue,nldtlle

Mizror, (s Woman's Own

Others weren't

passing pay rises on to their wives for
housekeeping.

‘before.

'mmmmpmumym'

on terms

Workers Fight No. 110, p.5

from the proposed composition of
the official inquiry panel. And
another useful move at this stage
would be support from neigh-
bouring primary schools, who
should refuse to take in chlldren re-
directed from Tyndale.

Meanwhile, su pport from other

NUT branches and in fact from

any organisation of the labour
movement, will help this struggle.

- Send messages and denations to

the Support William Tyndale

Junior School Campazgn 12

Twisden Road, London NWS5.
IAN HOLLINGWORTH

survey) a fifth of all' men wcul’t‘
'ththrorabig

It all went to add to the pioture of
‘greedy workers’ which the millionaire-
ownedpresslssohungupon All the

more for beer and fags, we're supposed -

to think whenever we hear of a pay rise.
And who'd imagine that what didn’t go
into the housekeeping was spent on

" such things as fares to work and -
-canteen

pncos, rent, household bills
and repairs, family holidays etc etc.
Certainly none of these is Ilsted in the
Woman’s Own report of “needs which
are met out of the housekeeping
et”. o .

All in all, they say, the wives in the

. survey gotanaverage £18.75 a week.

The second survey, says the Mirror
(published by the National Consumer
Council) attacks teenagers who live at

home for not pnnng on their pay rises

“to Mum”.

However, the rest of the NCC’s
repon—whichthth'rormusthave
read, or at least skimmed through ~
flatly contradicts the Woman’s Own

the Mirror quotes so

- reproovingly. Their survey, carried out

by National Opinion Poll, finds that

whereas a year ago the average male

“head of household” contributed 46%
of his earnings (or 17.20), in June this
year he was over it his
earnings (or £21.88). Which:h £3 a

week more than Womans-.(hms

Butlhen,tlnt

mnnda- N '

LETTER

NAZI FRONT WERE

‘LIKE ANIMALS’

Dear Comrades - | have never taken
much interest in politics before, but
through talking to one of your
supporters I mhsed that real politics is
not the playing of games in Parliament,
but the activities — or unfortunately

the inactivities in many cases — of thc
working class.

So I went along to a picket of a
National Front meeting, and was
surprised at the animal behaviour of
their members. 1 knew that the
National Front were against
lmmlgratlon but 1 did not realise how

antl-workmg class they were until I saw |

them make a totally unprovoked
attack on a group of militants who had
done no mare than heckle the main
speaker for dbout 10 minutes and who
then left.

It was as these militants were leaving

the hall that a cowardly attack was
made on the stragglers. I realised that

the working class must be prepared to

organise to defend itself against the

National Front. It seems that at present
only the Marxist organisations are
prepared to fight these enemies of the
working class. - M.Scott, Birmingham

FOR those who still (despite
Glasgow, Ireland and Chile) think
of the Army, and in particular the
British Army, is above politics ana

will always follow the decisions of

our ‘democratically elected’
government, Monday night’s
(Sept.15) Panorama on The New

| Officers should have been an eye-

opener.
The 50-minute programme on
how Army officers are trained at
Sandhurst clearly showed whose
side the army establishment is on.
Sandhurst’'s commander was in
active command in Ireland at the
time of the Bloody Sunday
massacre of 13 civilians and during

' Operation Motorman when the

troops smashed their way into the
Catholics’ defensive No-Go areas.
That was a good start. Then
came Iectures under the BBC
cameras’ respectful eye on anti-
subversive activity, ald the use of
troops in indastrial It

- Saw wdas

Not qulte panoramic, but
we got a good look in

and a host of other such ups for

aspiring military rulers. Up to
now, the army has preferred to
pass off the book as an academzc
exercise.

The programme went on to

show trainees watching a film

depicting army exercises ‘after

government control has broken
down’. For the Beeb’s benefit,
perhaps, they insisted that the
army couldn’t be used as a long-
term political solution. What we

just the army maintaining
lal}v and order. And that s really
a

- It seems that the programme

‘was made, and titled the New
Officers, with the intention of

showing how different it all was
these days, with a high proportion

-of recruits coming from state

schools. But how many people at
yowr school had Dads who were
Archbishops and Brigadiers, how
many spoke with btg Victoria
phons i their mouths, and how
many drove sports cars
leaving school? And how many
working class youngsters believe
the troops went into Glasgow

?

wmawhazardmther/

same 30 break the disticart drivers”
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just after’




IT IS not much more than a
fortnight since the TUC ace-
epted the self-mutilating
policy of not demanding
more than £6 a week wage
rise, and already two unions
are pursuing claims that go

" Drop all charges

‘against BWNIC 16

ON MONDAY 29th Sept-
ember the trial begins of 16
_ supporters of the British
Withdrawal from Northern
% Ireland Campaign, some of
- whom face possible lfe
- imprisonment under the
* charge of conspiracy to
contravene the Incitement
to Disaffection Act (1934)
for possession of a leaflet
“Some Information for Dis-
contented Soldiers™.
Atarally at Conway Hall,
London, on September
15th, Labour MP Joan
Maynard called on the

+ labour movement to camp-

* aign for the dropping of the
charges, together with other
speakers including Paul
Foot (IS), Alastair Renwick
(Troops Out Movement),
George Anthony (AUEW),
Eric Tomlinson (one of the
Shrewsbury Two building
workers imprisoned under
the Conspiracy laws) and
Charles Clarke (National
Union of Students). There

. were also messages of

" support from ‘Lawrence
Daly of the National Union
of Mineworkers,
Richardson MP, and the
~ journalist James Cameron.
The rally placed the trial
in the context of increasing
state repression through the
use of the conspiracy laws in
this country and the use of

the army against the
Catholic population  In
Northern Ireland.

Jack Dromey
National Council for Civil
Liberties spoke against the
use of conspiracy charges
and in favour of the nght to
communicate information
to soldiers and for soldiers

to engage in legitimate poli-

tical activity such as organ-
ising in trade unions. He
reported that the Greater
London Association of
Trades Councils also
supports the 16 defendants
. and has called for the repeal
of the Incitement to Dis-
affection Act, expressing
concern at the growing use
of the -army in emergency
situations. In recent. months
the army has been used not
only in Northern Ireland but

~ Notts pohce harassment

POLICE have launched a senes
of purges on paper sellers in
Nottingham. This fact was

_ openly admitted by the police:

last Saturday following the
arrest of three paper seHers for
allegedly obstructing the
- highway. * The two Workers
Fight scllers involved, Mick

Wilson and John Richardson,

had been standing outside the
Victoria shepping eentre for
about two minutes when the
arrests occurred. The police
were there already, waiting.
After charging three
comrades the police inspector
- said it was too late now just to
caution them. Indeed, he said
his patrol for the day was to
arrest some' paper sellers, The
police would do it every couple

of months, he said. He denied

by Francis Maynard

Jo.

ion of Terrorism

of the

beyond the government's
“ceiling”. |

The opposition of the
National Union of Blast-
furnacemen (NUB) and the
farm workers’ union

(NUAAW) should

in Glasgow to break the
dustcart dirvers’ strike and
in ‘manoeuvres’ at Heath-
row, to gain experience in
civilian operations.

Eric Temlinson pointed
out that the conspiracy laws
had been used against him
and Des Warren to make
them whipping-boys as an
example to other militant
workers. “They’re not fussy
who they put away, as long
as they make an example”.
In the last few years, consp-
iracy charges have also been
used against the ‘Angry Brig-
ade’, against 21 Iranian
students who occupied the
Iranian embassy- in protest
against the murder of nine
political prisoners in Iran,
and now.against the ‘Iberian
19’ (see p.4).

TRIAL

Joan Maynard lipked the
case of the BWNIC 16 with
the use of the Prevention of
Terrorism Act, and argued
that the labour movement
must be alerted the dangers
of moves against free speech
onlreland. | |

Only last week, the Shep-
herds Bush Gazette (Dept-
ember 11th) reported the
case of an Irish chef
detained under the Prevent-
Act
Fellow trade uniomsts held
an emergency meeting of
their union, NUPE, and
threatened to
Hammersmith
station in protest against the
imprisonment and alleged
maltreatment of their work-
mate. The man was released
before the trial even took
place.

Examples of such trade
union action need to be seen
more often. George
Anthony of the AUEW said
that the TUC did everything
possible over the Shrews-
bury Two — except take
action. We cannot afford to
see the same attitude over
the BWNIC 16. Already one
of the charges against
Andrew Lloyd, one of the
16, has been dropped. The
trade union movement must
take up the fight for the
dropping of all the charges.

| Marian Mound

any knowledge of criteria laid
down by the police themselves
for paper sellers, namely that
they must be at least 5 yards
apart.

Following a meeting between
the Chief Inspector of
Nottingham and the
International Marxist Group
(who also had sellers arrested),
the charges were dropped,
mainly because Nottingham
IMG and the Workers Fight
supporters involved had
decided to fight the case on the
grunds that the comrades had
received no warning and were
conforming to the pllice
criteria. The police .were
undoubtedly influenced by the
fact that on a similar purge of
IMG comrades five months

ago, they lost their case in court.

-
-

- Scunthorpe,

demonstrate to the more
powerful opponents of the
government’s pay policy —
unions like the AUEW,
UCATT and ASLEF —
that the membership are not
prepared to take cuts in their
living standards.

The support the NUB has
recieved from its members
has been terrific. The flash-
point of the claim — which
demands more for blast-
furnacemen operating the
new 5,000 tonnes plus blast-
furnaces — is at Llanwern,
where 600 are out on strike
after failing to agree rates
for the furnaces just comm-
issioned there. The Llan-
wern men are being supp-
orted by blastfurnacemen at
the BSC’s South Teesside
works (Lackenby and Cleve-
land) where output is down
to a trickle, and those at
Corby and
Port Talbot.

Low wages

The refusal of the East
Moors (Cardiff) and
Shelton Bar (Stoke) men to
come out in support 1s due
to their fear of closure. In
general, though, there 1is
obviously a great deal of
enthusiasm for the union’s
refusal to pay any attention
to the Government - TUC
policy. Technically the
union and BSC justify this
by saying that as the job will
be a new one — the larger

| furnaces demand changed

procedures — the £6 ceiling
doesn’t count.

“Technically’ that is true.
Nevertheless there can be no
doubt that the NUB’s claim, in
line with their opposition to the
TUC's acceptance of the £6
limit, is way over the top. |

The NUAAW voted with the
TUC general council,
supporting its
fecommendation. In line with
their delegate conference,
however, they have now put ina
claim for £9.50. This claim will
go to the Agricultural Wages

Board whose decisions are
supposed to be binding. (The
fact that there is no free
collective bargaining for farm
workers provides another
irony, because the NUAAW
voted for the resolution at the
TUC conference which called
for an end to interference in free
collective bargaining). |
Stressing the justice of their

claim, the NJUAAW pointed to

the low wages and high accident
rate in the industry (84 fatal
accidents, 30 of whose victims
were children, so far this year)
as well as the notorious tied
cottage system.

Neither of these unions are
left wing in any sense, neither of
them are very big, and neither of
them have any reptutation for
fighting (though the NUB has
been involved in two similar
instances, in 1970 and 1972,
where the executive, after a
period of brinkmanship, called
off its members’ action). But
there are unions which are. The

AUEW is all three, and yet so

far it has put off making any
decision on how it will pursue

any claim. It has even defaulted

on taking a clear decision on
whether or not it will put in a
claim above £6 for its members
working for local councils. It
can only be assumed that the
GMWU and NUPE demand of
‘6 and not a penny less’ will
apply to AUEW members too.
Officially the AUEW is
following the farcical course of
‘seeking advice from the TUC
on how the new policy will
affect the union’s two tier wage
claim structure.

The government’s pay policy

is nothing less than a poverty
policy. In a recent survey it was
shown that the average worker
is £2 worse off in real terms than
llast year. The low paid farm
workers and the much higher

paid blastfurnace men are both

feeling the pinch, and what they

are feeling is being felt by the -

rest of the trade union

movement. Despite the betrayal §
of the trade union bureaucracy
at Blackpool, the millions of
that movement must push their
leaders to follow the path of tne
NUB and the NUAAW... and

smash the £6 limit. ‘

" IThe right way o
fight £6 limit

NORWOOD Constituency

parliament.

on the hoard

Labour Party have passed a
resolution stating that they
are opposed to the £6 limit
and to all cuts in public
spending, as an attack on
the living standards of ordin-
ary working class people.

That, in itself, is not too
exceptional. But Norwood
CLP did not stop there.

They have decided to pro-
duce a leaflet explaining
their opposition to the £6
limit and distribute it to
every household . in the
constituency. They have
also called on the MP (John
Fraser, under secretary at
the Department of Employ-
ment) to oppose the
measures inside and outside

MEETINGS

OUR
COMMON
STRUGGLE

 Newsletter of the Port-
uguese Workers Coordin-

ating Committee. No.l10
now out: articles on Radio
Renascenca, the 5th Prov-
isional Government, a farm
occupation, workers’
control in a brewery; diary
of August events. 7p from

PWCC, 12 Little Newport

St, London WC2.

Resolutions opposing the
£6 limit in closed Labour
Party committee rooms are
welcome — but bushel upon
bushel of such resolutions
will still not do much to help
the fight to maintain work-
ers’ living standards.
Norwood CLP have done
more. They have decided to
declare — in front of the
whole working class in their
area — that in a clash
between the Labour Govern-
ment and workers
demanding better wages and

conditions, they are on the

workers’ side. Actively, pos-
itively, publicly on the
workers’ side — not just
expressing good intentions
in committee rooms.

London Workers Fight
readerss mmeting: “THE

Merseyside
Women’s Year Committee

ABOUT 40 people, includ-
ing a group of Turkish
workers joined a picket
organised by the Angola
Solidarity Committee
outside South Africa House
(Trafalgar Square) at lunch-
time on Wednesday 17th.
The picket was called to
express solidarnity with the
MPILA and to protest at the

Gonvenor

dumped by
workers

AFTER being appointed a
member of the board of dir-
ectors of the Felixstowe
Dock  and  Railway
Company, Larry O’Donell

was sacked five days later by

his fellow workers as their
convenor. o
The appointment was
meant to be a ‘progressive’
move by the board of this
private enterprise to show

- they were allowing workers’
- Eparticipation. What

attitude of O’Donell
himself, who when asked

what he would do if the

compnay would have diffi-
culty paying for a large wage

claim said, “With books

being opened to unions it
might not arise — anyway,
we now have the new pay
limits”.

The other dockers
decided, quite correctly,
that he couln’t do both jobs.
He would not be able to
represent them properly as
convenor if he was on the
board too.

O’Donell said that when
the stewards told him he
should stand down as a
director or resign as
convenor,' he couldn’t leave

the board because “TGWU

policy is for workers to have
seats on the board; 1t is TUC
policy and it i1s going
through Parhament. 1
couldn’t see my way clear to
resign”.

O’Donell 1s now looking
for another job which will
enable him to bring “differ-
ent attitudes and first hand
knowledlge of what the
shopfloor is thinking to the
attention of the board”. So
much for representing
workers’ interests.

Pete Firmin

International

T this
“"meant was shown by the

COLLAPSE OF THE
FOURTH INTERNAT-
IONAL AND THE TASKS
OF WORKERS’ FIGHT”.
Speaker: Sean Matgamna.
7.30pm, Sunday 2ist Sept-
ember, at the ‘George’,
LiverpoolRd, N1.

LIVERPOOL Workers
Fight public meeting: Bas
Hardy on “Portugal: what
next?”. 8pm, “Fednesday
24th  September, at the
Mitre, Dale Street.

one day conference: Sunday
5th October, 10.30am to
4pm, at the SOGAT offices,

254 County Road, Liver-

pool 4. Tickets in advance,
25p from News from
Nowhere, 48 Manchester St,

Liverpool 1. Creche pro-
vided. ~

Published by Workers' Fight.
98 Gifford Street, London N.1
Printed by voluntary labour.
Registered as a newspaper at

the Post Office.

recent invasion of ‘Angola
by South African forces stat-
ioned in illegally occupied
Namibia . During the invas-
ion a zone exteriding some
25 miles into Angolan terr-
itory and including the town
of Pereira d’Eoa was seized
by the South  African

forces.

C
;

ABOUT 4,000 women cloth-
ing workers, employed by
John Colliers and Alex-

andre tailoring organis-
ations, are to be put om a
three day week from
Monday 15th September.
This will mean a reduction
in their wages of about £11
— and they were only on an

average of £28! |
The plants affected will be
Middlesbrough, Hartle-

pool, Gateshead and South

Aﬁﬁim'zni;itil!]h:::ur‘ o 'E':H'I.g

Shields in the John Collier

organisation, Darlington
and Peterlee in the Alex-
andre group. |

The local union ofﬁcial,'

Albert Burton, of the
Tailors and Garment
Workers Union, was said to
be very angry over “the lack
of consultation over the

- decision to bring in short

time working”. Presumably
if he’d been told it would
have been all right! He went
on to brag that “we have
given this company more
cooperation in the last
decade than any other
section of British industry
has received”. No wonder
the women only earn £28.

But what will happen to
their standard of living now?
There will be no other jobs
available as other firms
employing women in the
area are also cutting back on
the number of jobs.

AVA

GEC are planning to cut

back the number of workers

employed in their Middles-

brough factory by 200,
mainly women. GEC has
already got rid of 3,000
workers in the UK over the
last year through such
schemes as voluntary
redundancy and ‘natural’
wastage. Another north-

eastern factory to be aff-

ected is Hartlepool with 470
to go. The new redundancies
will be forced redundancies.

Mr
Hartlepool District Secr-
etary of the engineering
workers’ union, said that no
local industrial action is
planned as “it would be
unproductive”. He has
asked Hartlepool MP Ted
Ledbitter to make ' the
strongest possible represent-

ation to Industry Minister

Eric Varley.

Owen Richmond,




