"No13

1 2 L . 3 - '
»
#

Aug.19- Sept.2 1972

NO ROOM FOR ASIANS? RUBBISH!

LISTEN POWELL!

The Tory Government(and the bosses it serves)now desperately needsall

the help you can give it

We have — so far — thwarted its plans, and

defeated it again and again. We have spat on its laws. And we will drive

it from office before long.

WE? The working class. The men
and women of all creeds and col-
ours who do the work in Britain,
who man the factories, drive the
trains, clean the streets, erect the
buildings, care for the sick in hos-

pitals, build the ships and load and

unload them, stoke the furnaces
and dig the coal. ‘We’, the real
people of Britain, the ‘‘Lower
classes’’, on whose backs your
class stands.

~ ~ Five —
Trade Unionjsts
are inside, |

ons upon millions of work-

ers hate and despise this Tory
Government. They recognise it as
their most bitter enemy, and they
demand its immediate resignation.

And that’s where you crawl out
of your rat hole.

You see the tragedy of the

DOCKS:

30-HOUR
WEEK IS
THE ONLY

ANSWER

| Uganda Asians as another chance

to whip up racialist hysteria in
Britain. Wrapped in the cloak of a
far-seeing ‘patriot’, a man who
speaks for the ‘People’, your serv-
ice to the bosses is to try to get
the Tories off the hook by dividing

worker against worker, white against

black; to deflect the anger of the
working class, to head off its dis-
content and to pit one part of our
ranks against another, to our
common injury and to the benefit of
your class.

Your message is the sick mess-
age of hatred and division. in the

name of averting a ‘‘national catas-
trophe’’ you want to promote a work-

ing class catastrophe — that of
racial conflict. You harvest race
hatred and you sow it. You have
become the prophet of a race war
which you do your best and worst
to set alight.

After your 1968 speeches,
fascists organised dnti-black dem-
onstrations, and racialist gangs
took to assaulting black workers
and youths — IN YOUR NAME.

That, Powell, is where you link
arms with the Mosley fascists and
the National Front, that sick and
obscene gang of misfits, of Hitler-
lovers who get their kicks from

hatred of blacks and Jews, and who

want to destroy the trade unions
and labour movement.

That is why you are one of the
most dangerous enemies of the
British working class — black and
white — right now. You are the
carrier of a disease of racialism

that could ravage the working class

and cripple its ability to go on
standing up to the attacks of
Heath’s Government.

You are also the biggest fraud
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EITHER — a 30-hour week and
nothing less. OR — the loss of
12,000 more jobs in the next 3
years and possibly 20,000 in the
next 7 years.

That’s the situation facing
Britain’s dockers. It is the main
lesson of the docks strike for port-
workers, and the reason why many
dockers are feeling very bitter

right nhow.
The dockers weren’t defeated —

they were betrayed by Jack Jones.
The betrayal was, of course, -
‘““‘sweetened’’ by sizeable concess-

jons. Yet militant dockers outside
Transport House as the strike was

called off had only one response:
‘‘Sold Again!”’ |

~ Jones would justify himself by
saying that the 30 pleces of silver

Viilitants who know what_

Party. You are a shameless, habit-
ual, barefaced liar. AND WE CAN
PROVE IT.

YOU SAY: Immigration equals
national catastrophe. Why? How?
For whom? Immigrants to any
healthy society are an asset and a
‘bonus’. They are fully grown,
educated (and they are educated)
and capable of working, whereas
additions to the population by nat-
ural increase need years of educat-
jon, care and soclial benefits.

You play on the fears and the
insecurity of workers under capltal-
ism. But you, Powell, are a fanatic-
al defender of capitalism and eneny
of socialism, which is the real sol-
ution to the problems of the workimng

class.
You are a foremost exponent of

In this case go not to him but to
the dockers themselves. And, if the
promises of Jones-Aldington are
kept, this will be true.

The point however is that it Is
also the ordinary docker, and not
Jack Jones or any other union bur-

eaucrat, who will carry the Cross.
The settlement does little or

nothing to staunch the flow of jobs
away from the ports. Its intention
is to quieten the ordinary dockers
by a few concessions, while the
bosses continue to reorganise the
industry at the dockers’ expense.

It is vital that portworkers under-
stand why and how Jones and the
bosses were able to head off their
revolt, and outflank the militants
of the National Ports Shop Stew-
ards Committee.

the ‘ lame duck’ philosophy. You

believe In the ‘free market; even if
it means 3 million unemployed. You
care nothing for the working class of
for the effects of capitalism.

You are against the Trade Unioms,

you were a minister in a Tory gov-
ernment whose every anti-working
class act you supported.

You are no ‘friend of the ordin-

ary man’. No — you have nothing
but a spiv’s contempt for the work-
ing class.

You have one concern only — to

divide our class on the idiotic
basis of skin colour, to cripple us
in the real fight. Keeping out imm-
igrants will not solve unemploymert
or any other problem: if workers
listen to you. they will be less

CONTINUED PAGE 2

GAINS

At its meeting of March 4th the
National Shop Stewards Committee
decided to go for only 4 of the
demands in the 9-point dockers
Charter they had previous:y drawn
up. On paper, dockers have now
gained (or are promised) most of
the immediate demands of the Nat-
ional Stewards.

There will be no compulsory
redundancies. The ‘Pool’ of unem-
ployed will be abolished, the men
re-absorbed in employment. Milit-
ants feared that the National Dock
Labour Scheme would be scrapped.
But the bosses and the Government
now appear to have opted for a
strategy of ‘sweating out’ workers

from the Industry, within the scaff-
Continned Pagce 2




To read the papers these days,
you‘d think this country was threat-
ened with the plague — all because
the 50000 people who on average
emigrate from the country every
year will this year be replaced by
a like number with a different skin
colour. |

But the disease which really
threatens is the disease of racial-
ISm.

Whenever some crisis erupts any-
where in the world, and planeloads
of British nationals arrive ‘home’,
Is there ever any outcry about the
jobs or the houses they will take
up, or any talk of the ‘socia! prob-
lems” entailed in their moving ?
| Often these people will have no

ties at ail with ‘home’. But they
are, of course, white. And that, to
the racialism-mongers, is all-
important.

They know, and anyone knows,
that people create jobs as well as
doing them; that they build houses
| as well as living in them; that

they staff schools and hospitals,

as well as using them; that they

pay taxes and rates no matter
| where they come from.

What is wrong with this country

IS not the number of people in it,
| and least of all what colour they
d are, but the people who run it for

DOCKS
FROM

ANTHMPERIALISM OF
IDIOTS' IN UGANDA

British passports as well. Now
they are under attack, and in prac-
tice there’ll be little distinction
made between the loyal Ugandans
and those with British passports.
. The resentment of the Africans
IS understandable, but the situat-
ion is one of Britain’s making.
Britain both set up the Indians as
her middlemen, and also quite
deliberately made sure that no
African middle class would develop
Engels once described attacks
on selected capitalists of one part-
icular race — that is, anti-semitism
— as the “‘socialism of idiots*’.
The venomous attacks on the Indi-
ans In Uganda are the “‘anti-imper-
lalism of idiots®’. And they are
being used by General Amin, the
right-wing pro-British dictator, to
try togain a little support for his
regime, which at present relies on
simple force to keep it going.
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olding of the NDLS.

Some progress has already been
made towards getting container
groupage jobs. In addition an En-

quiry into unregistered small ports
(that is, those outside the NDLS)
and private wharves, will report in
Octobert and these ports may even
" be brought into the NDLB. After
all, a ma]or government goal is to
weed out small, inefficient employ-
ers and centralise the industry to
meet competition from the European
< giants |ike Rotterdam. (Which is the |
- reason Labour planned to national-
ise the ports, and why it has even
been suggested that the Tories
might do so.)

by one. . |

What more convenient, too, that
the press and the right-wing polit-
cians can cover up their own raci-
alism with that of General Amin.
They depict him as a big black
buily — yet they endorse his stane
by speaking of the Asians as if
they were rubbish that no place
could want. The ‘Sun’ even went
to the nauseating point of showing
Amin tipping out awheelbarrow
full of Asians.

But how did all those Asians
come to be in Uganda in the first
place? The answer to that quest-
lon is quite illuminating — partic-
utarty of Britain's part in the
affair.

When British imperialism first
seriously began to grab African
territory, India was already firmly
part of the Empire. Large numbers
of Indian labourers and technicians

HOLLOW

Then why so much anger, so
much frustration among dockers?
Because all the ‘gains’ are hollow
and empty and do not solve the

problem of the massive and contin-
tous erosion of dockers’ jobs.

Dockers know from experience
that they can trust neither Union
leaders nor employers — and that

all ‘fair’ settlements In the past
-have been frauds. ‘‘Guarantees’’
provoke suspicion, not feelings of
security. They know that the poss-
ible ‘‘addition’’ to docks jobs from
all *‘concessions’’ are only a fract-

their own private greed, and the

| system they use to squeeze their
§ profits out of the rest of us.
§ a system in which the number of
| jobs and houses is not determined

It IS

by social need but by the need to

trained already in Britain‘s indus-
trial discipline, were brought over
to East Africa to build the railway~
which was necessary to provide
access to the interior. Later they
were encouraged to become inter -

It doesn‘t take much imagination
to make the analogy between Idi
Amin and Ted Heath, both desper-
ate to deflect workers” anger from
themselves onto a handy scape-
goat. Some workers — good milit-

ion of those that will be lost as
mechanisation of the ports contin-
ues.

The bitter taste in dockers’
mouths is-not that of defeat (would
any one of the concessions have
been granted without militant act-
ion?). it is the taste of a hollow
victory, empty because the move-
ment set itself too limited aims;
because last March the Nat;ona!
Shop Stewards decided not to fi ght

~for the 30-hour week, (part of the
original 9 demands) as an immed-
iate demand. (Reported in WF4).

It was a major retreat and a ser-
ious mistake, opposed at the time
by the Liverpool stewards.

Last week rank and file milit-
ancy wrung many of the immediate
demands of the Shop Stewards from
the bosses. But far from really
answering the needs of the dockers
they became weapons in Jones’
hands to confuse and split the
dockers, end the strike, and gain a

- victory over the militants (albelt
gleefully exaggerated by the whore
press of the bosses which launched
a massive witchhunt.)

The anger and the explosive but
often directionless actions by mil-
itants were the result of the lack
of a clear objective for the strike.

mediaries between the ruling Brit-
ish and the Africans. Colonial

edicts forced them into commerce,
where, because foreign trade was
dominated by Britain, they con-
tinued to act as middle men.

When the movement grew for
independence, the Indians were
still in the middle, and often the
Africans’ blows at imperialism fell
on them as the nearest and most
vulnerable target. -In 1959 they
suffered from boycotts and physic-

al attacks.

When Uganda became independ-
ent in 1962, although large numbers

opted for Ugandan citizenship,
others played safe and kept their

ants, even, like many of the dock-
ers — will perhaps think
that, as the Uganda Indians are
many of them businessmen, then it
IS not racialism to attack them or
to oppose their entry into this
country, but good socialist antl-
capltalism

It 1s nothing of the kind! When
we attack capitalism, let’s go for
our own bosses first, where they
are strongest and all together. To
go for one tiny section won‘t weak-
en capitalism. It will weaken and
split the workers” movement and
divert it up a blind alley of
“idiot’s socialism®’ pihel Tever

keep profits high. If there were a
million less working people in
Britain today, it would not solve
the unemployment situation.
Demand would be lower, and unemr
ployment quite prokably just as
high. Remember the ‘30s ? Pop-
utation a good deal less than now;
hardly a black face. And massive
unemployment.

All the*horror, all the false talk
of ‘remote politicians who don’t
know the real problems’ is nothing

but pure racialist demagogy — and -
what more useful distraction can
there be When the working class is
ramming the Tories’ vicious polic-
les back down their throats, one

a clearer picture of its real enemy
now than for a long time past. It
has the experience of a series of
victorious struggles in common
with tens of thousands of black and
Asian workers.

Many militants must and will
rally to protect our black brothers
if the fascist gangs and backward
workers of '68 once agaln try to
use the ‘respectable’ cover you
provide to attack blacks and
Aslans.

This time working class milit-
ants, black and white, can create
defence groups to drive your fascist
followers back into the sewers
from which you encourage them to
emerge.

If they don’t, they are allowing
you, Powell, and your class, to in-
flict a wound on the working class
which can turn septic.

With all our hearts we, working
class militants from the port and
steel industries, pledge ourselves
to fight to root out,and to wipe,out
the racialist poison you represent
for our class.

The black workers are our
brothers in the struggle of the work-
ing class. You, Powell,contempt-
Ible gutter-rat that you are, are one
of the most diseased representat-
ives of everything we are struggling
against.

Tony Duffy

Editor, Real Steel News
Harold Y oud

Editor, The Hook

andyour class — as does the sight

| “ of black and white and Asian work-
} mJ ers united on flying pickets.
The working cliass maxim UNITY

able to fight unemployment. Instead IS STRENGTH applies outside the
of attacking its real cause they will' country, as well as In it.
start attacking each other. YOU SAY the British people ar
You are not the exponent of a denied the facts about what is hap-
cure for our ills: you are an ulcerat- pening in their country. But whose
ed carrier of the disease — capital- country is it, Powell? |
ism — which afflicts British society. Two or three per cent of the
YOU SAY Britain is overcrowded people — those you represent —
But what about the thousands who  own all the substantial wealth of
LEAVE every year? the country. They contribute little
YOU SAY that immigrants differ or nothing to the wealth of the
in culture and background. Yes, country, to the well-belng of the
they do. (So do the Welsh, English, majority of its people.
Scots and Irish, and the Iarge num- 50,000 coloured immigrants who
| bers of European workers who came work for just so much as one year
here after the war.) But not nearly (and they do work) will contribute
so much as the culture, life-style more to the common wealth of the
~and values of the British workers British people than will the whole
differ from those of -our'British boss gaggle of spivs and parasites that
class. make up the ruling cliass during alli
The breadth of understanding, the natural lives of a whole useless

the real culture, even the general generation of them.,
knowledge, of the British working Bilack workers have more right
class is in fact all the better, is all to live in this country than all the
the richer, for the mixing. Our under winter-in-the-Bahamas set, all the
standing of a common interest with Reggie Maudlings, the Arnold
workers of other countries is sharp- - Weinstocks, the Lord Vgsteys and
er for the experience. Our grasp of the Enoch Powells — they have
the need for INTERNATIONAL earned that right through hard work.
working class solidarity is stronger And one day, quite soon perhaps,
for the contact. they will help ‘us’ make it really
In the Common Market the work- OUR country by taking It out of the
ing class will only be able to def- hands of rats like you.
end itself by cutting across narrow In 1968 some muddled workers
nationalism and forging strong joined with fascists in supporting
lInks with European trade unionists. you, Since then the working class
That’s what worries you, Powell, has felt its own strength, it has got

30 HOURS'!

The only possible objective that
could actually STOP the loss of
dockers’ jobs, unify all the regist-
ered Ports and stop Jack Jones
playing the bosses’ game, was the
demand for the 30-hour week — im-
mediately.

The National Shop Stewards
Committee must learn from its mis-
take of last March. It must Jaunch
a new offensive — this time with
the demand for an immediate 30-
hour week as its main point,
with no loss of pay. Nothing less
will staunch the drain on dockers’
jobs.

This demand can unify the ports
for a new offensive, and set the |
bosses and their professional witch - |
hunters of Fleet Street cacklmg on

the other side of their faces
_HAﬁ_O_L‘D YOUD




- 'Iwo months ago, Ceylon declamd
itself a ‘Free Sovereign Republic’
and changed its name to Sri Lanka.

Despite the fine sounding title,
it is doubtful whether the 16000
political prisoners (whose trials
beganon 12 June) consider i Lan-
Ka free, in any sense of the word.

These people have been impris-
oned without trial for over a year
for their part in the revolutionary
insurrection of April 1971. It is
worth taking a closer look at the
‘Free Sovereign Republic of Sri
I.anka’, for, when the facade is
removed, a mass of poverty, corrup-
tion, and oppression is revealed.
Ebr example:-

During 1971/72 the armed forces
were expanded from 10,000 men to
approximately 45000,

The police force was doubled.

Under the state of emergency
deciared on 15 March 1971 and
still in force, freedom of speech,
assembly, and publication have
been suspended and workers
are not allowed to strike.

Police and military have the
right of arrest on suspicion.

Out of a workforce of 4.4 million
an estimated 700000 are unemploy-
ed.

What caused this island to
explode into revolutionary upheav-
al in 1971, followed by a wave of
repression ?

To understand, it is necessary
to go back many years. Ceylon
was brought under British rule at
the beginning of the 19th century.
Speculators and businessmen
then swamped the country, trans-
forming the common land of the
native population into coffee plant-
ations.

Many of the inhabitants refused
to abandon their traditional sub-
sistence small-holding and become
wage-labourers. British imperial-
ism found its own answer to this
problem; many thousands of Tami ]
‘coolies’ from Southern India were
transported to Ceylon to provide
cheap labour for the plantations.

The introduction of huge numb-
ers of foreign workers into the
country had a two-fold purpose.

It provided enormous profits for
British imperialism in Ceylon, and
at the same time the ruling class
used the difference between Tamil
and Ceylonese to ‘divide and rule’.

The large scale introduction of
tea in the 1880s, replacing coffee

'_ Rohan Wueweera"] VP Ieader one of the 41 pohtlcal

w3 prisoners on trial.
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Another 14 000 ] VP prisoners are still
being held in camps without tnal

Pﬂvertv and Terror

.. 'MSet up by Brltam, armed by

Russia and China

which had been ravaged by plant
disease, led to the development of
monopoly control of the plantations
because only monopolies could
forward the huge sums needed o
start the plantations. The capital,
and therefore the control, was Rrit-
ish. Tb this day the two major
companies in Ceylon are both Rrit-
ish, Brooke Bond and Lipton. The
control of the imperialist country
does not stop there — marketing,
selling, and distribution are almost
completely in the hands of Rritish
capitalists.

There are only two other crops
of importance in Ceylon, rubber
and coconuts. Toget her with tea
they make up 90% of Ceylon’s ex-
port earnings. The important point
to note is that the world demand
for these three products has been
declining for years. The economy,
dominated by for®tgn interests and
capital, has never been allowed to
or encouraged to diversify.

Consequently Ceylon’s economy
has deteriorated over the years to

ANGELA’S
PARTY

Angela Davis became tor millj-

| ons of Afro-Americans the symbol

of black resistance. Her associat-

1 1on with embattled militants like

George Jackson and Ruchel Magee,
struggling in the toils of a savage,
murderous, and relentless legal
system, seemed to point to a real
substance behind the mass media
figure.

But there was always something
odd. What was she doing in the
U.S. Communist Party.? That
party is one of the most corrupt
and unregenerate stalinist parties

| In existence. Automatic sympathy

and support for the members of this
party vietimised by McCarthyism
cannot erase from our memories

its gruesome history. And Angela
Davis could reasonably be pre-
sumed to have acquainted herself
with that history. Her seeming
endorsement of the trlals and per-
secution of dissident CZech comm-

the point where it has g massive
foreign debt.

As always when the economy
rns down, it is the working class
who suffer. Wages have been kept
down, unemployment has been ris-
ing steadily for years, so have
prices. To add to this corruption
in Govermnment circles is rife —
even more so than in this country !
Government departments concerned
with public welfare have consist-
ently underspent while the only
Govemnment department to actually
exceed its budget in 1971/2 was
the ministry of defence.

This framework of corruption,
unemployment and exploitation
produced the insurrection of 1971.
On 16 March 1971, the Ceylonese
cabinet — representing a coalition
of ‘left-wing’ parties, including
the pro-Moscow Commun ist Party
and a party which used to be revo-
lutionary, the LSSP -
announced that a ‘plot’ to over
throw the Government had been

dlscovered

umsts show that she was not only
aware of it, but accepted it.

It 1s the history of a party which
in the 1930s attained mass influ-
ence in the newly organised uni-
ons and could have taken the
whole American labour movement
at least to the point of a mass
workers' party based on the unions
with sizable Communist influence.
Instead it supported the Democrat-
ic party, the party of the racist
Dixiecrats. Instead of building
and educating a rank and file
militant movement in the Unions it
allied with bureaucrats and even
trade union gangsters until its
very substantial influence in the
CIO was merely another faction of
the increasingly corrupt trade uni-
on establishment.

In the Second World War the CP

supported the govermnment fanatic-
ally: it supported and indeed ad-
vocated the jailing of Trotskyist
militants who opposed the war,
under legislation which was used
extensively against itself later.
It advocated the breaking of stri-
kes, and when the miners struck
in 1944 it advocated mass consce
1ption.

A state of emergency was de-
clared. Within a few weeks 300
people had been arrested. The
Govemment set out to smash the
revolutionary JVP (People’s Liber-
ation Front).

The JVP had been founded in
1965. It had a mass following in
many areas of Ceylon, predomin-
antly among unemployed graduates
and peasants. Following the Gov-
emment attack, it went on the off-
ensive, and seriously shook the
Ceylonese ruling class.

By mid-June, however, the JVP
was effectively beaten, after a lot
of brave and fierce fighting. The
Government forces displayed a
callousness and brutality rivalling
that of the US forces in Vietnam.
Accounts of torture, shootings,
rape and beatings were widely re-
ported, even in the Western capit-
alist press.

One of the main reasons for the
defeat of the JVP was the vast
amount. of aid given by several
nations —an‘unholy alliance’ of
capitalist states such as Rritain,
the USA, Pakistan, India, and so-
called ‘socialist’ states such as
Yugosl avia, the Soviet Union, and
China. All were generous in their
ald to this tottering, corrupt, re-
pressive regime.

The ‘socialist’ apology was that
the JVP were ‘adventurist’. Fven
if we leave aside the fact that revo-
lutionary groups other than the
JVE, including the Trotskyist,
LSSP(R), suffered in the repressim,
the argument is a mockery. Marx
thought that the uprising which led
to the Paris Commurtie in 1871 was
premature and doomed to failure —
but he still supported it and de-
fended it against repression with
all his power. The Maoists sav
““what else could China do ?*°
In this they show that they put
their fundamental trust for the
defence of the Chinese revolution
with the maintenance of friendly
relations with capitalist states,
rather than with intermational
revolution.

A Ceylon Solidarity Campaign
has been formed in this country.
For more information, write to
9 Denningt on Park Mansions,
London NW&. -

Its toadying went so far that at
the end of the war Party leader
Earl Browder advocated the dissol-
ution of the Party into a non-polit-
cal association. No more need for
the class struggle, he said.

With this record the CP faced the
cold-war persecution. It was
quickly reduced to a shadow. It
had alienated and disgusted the
militants who might have protected
it. At the onset of the Cold War its
power in the unions — it controlled
a sizable chunk of the CIO union
federation — this power, based on
corruption and bureaucratic deals,
crumbled as the bureaucratic
allies of the CP jumped for cover.

Today it has seen some revival,
and is a hard-line Moscow-oriented
supporter of the invasion of Czech-
oslovakia. Running a token Presi-
dential candidate, in practice it
supports the ‘liberal’ (but anti-
union) Mc Govern.

On black struggles, the CPUSA
had a magnificent record in thd
1920s, when, under the stimulus
of the Russian Revolution, it rais-
ed forcibly, for the first time, the
right and duty of socialists to org-

continued oh p.7




Karl Marx wrote a hundred years
ago that ‘‘Labour cannot emancip-
ate itself in the white skin where
in the black it is branded.”

Marx was referring to slavery in
America. He saw that as long as
the white workers of the USA
passively put up with slavery, then
these white workers themselves
would be tied hand and foot to the
ruling class which exploited them.

They would never fight against
the employing class for their oawn
emancipation, withoat also taking
up the battle against slavery. As
long as slavery was condoned, the
working class would bc content with

long as they were bettet than the
chattel slaves.

Finally the American workers,
together with many thousands of
freed and escaped slaves, did take
up arms under the Union (northern)
flag against slavery and defeat it.
But in a different sense Marx’s
words have as much importance for
the working class today as they
did then.

Black people in this country are
just as surely branded as were the
American slaves. They are not
branded with the red hot iron of the
slave master, but with the hundreds
of indignities and attacks they are
subjected to because of the colour
of their skin.

In Britain today black people
face constant discrimination in
housing, jobs and education. To
have a black skin means to live
with the threat of being physically
assaulted by racialist gangs or the
police. The murder of David Olu-
wale by the Leeds police revealed
just the tip of the iceberg of the
consistent police harrassment and
attacks on black people.

The mass of such attacks never
make the headlines. Besides the
physical assaults, there are the
verbal assaults. Any right wing pol-
itician can get up and stigmatise
black people as lazy, criminal, un-
clean etc., and be sure that the
press and TV will give him all the
publicity: he could hope for.

To these slanders black people
have no means of reply.

Why is it that the working class
turns a blind eye to the oppression
that black people face? Why is it
that the official trade union move-
ment has never lifted more than a
little finger against the blatant
discrimination against blacks?
Fvery trade union militant knows
that ‘Unity is Strength’. The inter-
national working class solidarity
with the dockers demonstrates the
basic truth that, regardless of race
or nationality, the workers of the
world have more in common with
each other than they do with the
employing class of any nation. Yet
every day workers allow themselves
to be duped by the propaganda of
the racialists.

The slogan which expresses the
true interests of the working class,
“Workers of the World Unite!’’,
appears on union banners,
while at the same time racialism,
the ideology of the ruling class,
eats like a cancerat the labour

movement.
In China the British fought

bloody wars in order to protect the
‘right’ to import opium, which the
Chinese government had banned.
And yet how could these barbar-
ous acts be justified? Europe and
Britain in particular were supposed
to be the centres of enlightenment
and progress. And yet here was

Britain reintroducing slavery, run-
nng a massive trade in opium
(compare this with all the humbug
about cannabi s or ‘pot’ today) and
systematically robbing the resour-
ces of countries like India,

Well, the only way it could be
justified was by making out that
the Indians, Africans and Chinese
were inferior. They, deserved no
thing better than td be pushed
arcund.,

Moreover, they actually enjoyed
being pushed around. The myth of
the happy slave or ‘Uncle Tom’
was created, together with the
loyal Indian who was ever grateful
to British ruie.

The rape and destruction of
those civilisations which existed
long before Euroveans ever came to
Africa and Asia, was presented as
the great civilising mission of
British rule. In the racialist myth-

“logy it became ‘‘the white man’s

surden’’ to educate and enlighten
‘he inferior black man.

This was the way that the ruling
~lass justified their pillage of vast
sections of the world. But who did
*hey have to justify it to? Well,
perhaps being men of ‘conscience’

‘hey had to justify it to themselves.

But more important they had {o
justify it to the workers.

If there is one factor which, .
more than any other, is responsible
for the grip that racialism has on

[HEWH

workers, then that factor is imper-
ialism. The wealth of Britain was
built on the cruel exploitation of
Africa and Asia. In search of
profits the British ruling class put
in chains and shipped to the West
Indies and America as many as 20
million Africans. India was devast-

ated by the British drive for plunde,

which ruined the existing structure
of agriculture and trade and made
famine a permanent feature of
Indian life. |

After all it was not so long ago
that the capitalists had raised the
ory of ‘freedom’ against the feudal
lords. Being genuinely interested
in freedom themselves, the mass of
yrdinary people had followed the
bourgeoisie and won their freedom
for them. Now these same people
who led the movement for ‘freedom’
were systematically robbing the
seoples of Africa and Asia of any
freedom at all.

The ‘free labourer’ of Europe
might well look suspiciously onany
attempt to introduce forced labour
in Asia and Africa #& how could
the idea of the ‘free labourer’
coexist with the ideology of slav-
ery? The only way of settling this
contradiction was to make out that
black people are inferior.

‘“In general’’, said the wage
master and slave master rolled into
Ane ““we are in favour of ‘freedomn’,
but in the case of Africans and
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Asians, who are inferior beings, it
is an entirely different matter.
These people wouldn’t know what
to do with their freedom, if they
had it. They are a lot better off
under my rule.”’

So racialism came about as an

ideology of the ruling class which

justified the oppression of what

today are known as the underdevel-

oped countries. And as the British
empire expanded, so did the laby-
rinth of distortions and falsehoods,
which permeated through every
layer of society.

The working class too became
poisoned with the racialist myth.
300 years of colonialism and imper-
ialism have imprinted racialism on
the consciousness of the working
class. That is not to say that the
mass of workers go around insult-
ing or attacking black people. But
it is the case that many workers
hold to a whole mass of misconcept-
ions about black people and it is
against this background that the
racialists such as Enoch Powell
operate.

Take a statement that you can
hear often enough from any racial-
ist — ‘‘Before we went to Africa
they were all swinging about in
trees’’. The racialist will blurt it
out, but many more workers will
actually believe it.

What are the facts? We (Europ-
eans) first went to Africa more than
500 years ago. The Portuguese
explorers, who sailed down the
West coast of Africa, far from find-
ing men swinging around in trees,
in fact found civilisations which
they recognised as being similar
to their own. The feudal states of
West Africa were surprisingly simr
ilar to the feudal states of medieval
Europe.

The strength of these states is
testified to by the fact that for
four and a half centuries they rem-
ained unconquered by Europeans,
who, if they traded in Africa,
had to negotiate with the various.
kings of these states. When Vasco
Da Gama went round the Cape of
Good Hope and sailed up the East-
ern Coast of Africa he found dotted
along the coast the city states of
the Eastern seabord. These city
states had a history of trade with
Asia and even with ancient Greece
which went back two thousand
years, and Vasco Da Gama reported
that the goods he had brought to
trade with evoked not the slightest
interest.

The 500 years that followed the
first contact between Europe and
Africa was to see Europe develop
out of feudalism to the capitalist
stage of today. And what happened
to Africa?

By the 19th century the old civ-
ilisations of Africa were completely

| destroyed, so completely in fact
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- | that the European countries were
¢ able to colonise the whole of Africa

.1 in a flash at the end of the 19th:

- century. For the racialist the ex-

- planation is that the inate superior-

.- ity of the Exropeans enabied them
» {0 develop, while the Africans went
 backwards.

In fact the answer lies in one

'~ word, and that word is slavery.

The wealth of 18th. Century
Rritain, which formed the basis for
the industrial revolution of the 1%h

Century, was built on the slave

'\ . -trade. Man factured goods were

‘““ taken to Africa and traded tor

i* glaves: the slaves were shipped o

Joe Wright
examines

R E: ';_" the West Indfes where they were
. w2 sold to ‘the sugar plantations and

the ships returned to England
loaded with sugar. The triangwisr
trade raked in immense profits for
the manufacturers, the plantation
owners and the shjppers. There
was hardly an element of commerc-
ial life in 18th century England
which was not in some way connecs
ed with the triangular frade, and
essential to the whole operation
was slavery.

The colonisation of the West
Indies presented a glorioub' opport-
unity to the British capitailsts.
There they found masses of fertile
land. The only prcblem was labour.
At first, forced white labour was
used. These whites were not slaves .
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A SLAVE SHIP

The slaves were purchased from
dealers in Africa — the merchants
and kings of the African King-
doms. They were loaded on the
slave ships, packed in spaces of
five feet by three by a foot and a
half, chained together. About 20°
of the slaves died on the passage.

L




Not only the cotton plantations, but many other industrial
and agricultural enterprises in the New World were based
on slave-labour. The iliustration shows slaves washing for
diamonds in Brazil. |

but in many respects they were
little better off. They consisted of
indentured servants, criminals who
preferred the West Indies to execut-
ion, Irishmen who escaped the
massacres of Wexford and Drogheda
or people who simply had the mis-
fortune to be kidnapped.

But the West Indies’ thirst for
labour could not be quenched by
this flow of whites. The colonial-
ists now turned their eyes toward
Africa apd black slaves.

The exact number of Africans
who crossed the Atlantic in chains
can only be guessed at.The highest
estimate is 50 million. What is
certain is the devastating effect
that slavery had on African civilis-
ation.

Slavery had existed previously
in Africa just as it had existed in
Furope. Conquered armies would
be taken as slaves and kept by the
conquerers, or perhaps traded But
whereas previously local wars
would be fought and slaves would
be a by-product, now the wars were
fought solely for the purpose of
capturing and selling slaves.

The economies of the African
states now became predominantly
concerned with the barbaric human
trade. Even those states whose
rulers bravely refused to have any-
thing to do with the trade had to
watch out for raids from European
ships or other African states.
Moreover these raiders would be
armed with guns, whereas those
who refused to trade in slaves
could get no guns.

For Furope and in particular
Britain, the rewards of the slave
trade were massive. Most people
know of the saying that Liverpool
and Bristol were built with the
blood of slaves. What is not recog-

nised is that it was the capital
accumulated through the triangular

trade that made possible the indust-

rial revolution in this country.

For example Manchester, which
became the centre of the industrial
revolution, grew up in the 18th cen-
tury around cotton and, of Manches-
ter’s cotton exports, five sixths
went to Africa and the West Indies.

Birmingham in the 18th century
was producing between 100000 and
150 000 guns with Africa as one of
its most important customers. It

was a common saying that ‘“The
price of a Negro is one Birmingham

&4

It would take pages to go through
the industries that in one way or
another were connected with the
triangular trade, but one that must
be mentioned is banking., Profit
eers from the slave trade and the
West Indian plantations very ofgen
started up in banking when the
slave bonanza was over, and it
was this money which helped to
finance much of the initial invest-
ment required for the industrial

revolution. It is sufficient to note
that Barclays, William Deaconsand

Tloyds all had their origin in some

aspect of the slave trade.

There could not be a clearer case
of the profit and wealth of the
British ruling class being directly
due ta the degradation and misery
of the ‘underdeveloped’ countries.
The wealth of 18th century Britain
was dependent on the slave trade
and the ideology, law, and religion

of the British ruling class all ref-

lected this fact. For example, in
1783, the captain of a Liverpool
slaver threw overboard the 132
slaves he was carrying because he
was short of water. There was a
court case to investigate the matt-
er. Not, as you might imagine, to
find out whether the captain was
euilty of mass murder, but to find
out whether the insurance company
was liable! The judge ruled that
“the case of the slaves was the
same as if horses had been thrown
overboard’’, and therefore the in-
surance company was liable.

Today the legacy of Britain’s
cruel exploitation of the black
people of Africa still exists. We
have quack psychologists who &ry
to make out that black people are
by nature intellectually inferior to
whites. We have quack historians
who try to make out that there is
no such thing as an African hist-
ory, independent of European his-
tory. Thus Coupland, the author
of standard British textbooks on
African history, denies the exist-
ence of African history before Liv-
ingstone.

Terror and torture were fundament
al to slavery as a systenx ,

We hear a lot about violence now--
adays — demonstrations, pickets,
teenage gangs and so on. One
aspect of this that the bosses’
press consistently fails to mention
is the violence perpetrated by the
police on black people.

Every day, in the major cities of
Britain, police harrass and assault
the black population, and often
openly collaborate with white rac-
ists in attacks on blacks.

One case which did reach the
public was that of David Oluwale,

" a Nigerian who was beaten and
_humiliated by Leeds police and

.

In similar fashion racialist myths

- are created around all the various

different peoples that were exploit-
ed by Britain under the flag of the

glorious empire. Irishmen, Indians,
Africans, Cypriots ~— all, according

to the racialists, have their vari-
. ous characteristics which make
- them inferior to the master race.

For example, the Chinese, who
had an exceptionally strong civil-
isation which resisted to the last
Rritish attempts to colonise China,
are presented as being cunning
and sly ... or, even worse, ‘‘unchri-
stian’’.

Listen to one John Quincy Adams
lecturing on the Opium wars: ‘““The
moral obligation of commeicial
intercourse bhetween nations is
founded entirely, exclusively, apon
the Christian precept to love your

neighbour as yourself ...."But china

not being a Christidan nation, its
‘inhabitantsdo not consider them-
bound by the Christian precept, to
love their neighbour as themselves.
... This is a churlish and unsocial
system .. . The fundamental princ-
iple of the chinese Empire is anti-
commercial ... It is time this
enormous outrage upon the rights
of human nature, and upon the

first principles of the rights of nat-

ions, should cease’’. Get the idea?

Those immoral Chinese bastards
.... they wouldn’t buy our opium !

Dr Johnson said patriotism is
the hst refuge of a scoundrel. We
can say of the ruling class that
their last refuge is nationalism and
racialism. Whenever there is a
crisis in the capitalist system, the
ruling class turns to help from the
racialists. Just as Hitler made
the Jews in Germany the scape-
goat for all the ills of German
capitalism, so we are seeing the
British ruling class looking round
for a scapegoat. And they have an
obvious target.

After the war there was a short-
age of labour in this country. Lav-
ish publicity campaigns were
started to get West Indians, Indians
Pakistanis, and ‘Africansto come to
BRritain, where they would find a
land of opportunity. The black
people came and were used to do
the worst paid and dirtiest jobs.
When there was a question of a lab-
our shortage, the ruling class
immediately forgot any ratial con-
siderations. That arch-racialist
Munean Sadys toured Kenya and

Uganda appealing to the Asians
there not to take up Kenyan and
Ugandan citizenship but to keep
their British passports. He obvi-
ously hoped that they would come
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But now the capitalist system is
.n crisis. Now the dole queues
stretch out into the street and the
ruling class are looking for scape-
goats. The racialist ideology of
Rritish imperialism makes black
people in this country the easiest
victim.

For class conscious workers
there can be only one answer.
Defend black people against the
racialist onslaught, whether it
comes from the state or from those
backward workers who fall for raci-
alist lies. No worker can emaicip-
ate himself from the ruling class
and their ideas without shaking off
the most poisonous of ruling class
ideologies — racialism. @ @

1

finally killed. ThePress raised
their hands in horror for a moment
and then promptly dropped the isswe
as if this was the only case of its
kind. Of course, as every black
person knows, this is only the tip
of the iceberg — the racist violence
of the police is a part of their
everyday lives.

A few examples should show
how the silence of the press 1S in

Another car arrived and he was
searched, but nothing was founc.
By this time a police van had
arrived, and Cole was taken to the
station. On the way he was beaten
up and his thumb broken by a plain
clothes man. Like Keith Taffe, he
was assaulted further in the station,
and kicked about the body. |

In court the jury mixed freely
with the police. Edward Cole was
sentenced to two years 1mprisoi-
ment for intent to cause grievous
bodily harm.

~ This attack was carefully cal-
culated by the police. Previously
Cole had been arrested on @ anti-
Amenican Vietnam demonstration in
1967.

With a vicious twist of s.rasm,
he was charged with biting & pol-
iceman’s thumb. It was the same
policeman who broke his 1numb
when he was beaten!

ASETA SIMMS: LOMOG N

arepche. Ar S, A<

itself a crime against black people. b On 13th. May 1971, Mrs. Aseia

KEITH TAFFE: COVENTRY

On Monday 23rd. August 1971,
Keith T.ffe, a West Indian, was
taking his wife to work when he
was stopped by a policeman who
said he was speeding. This Keith
denied, but the cop, PC Smith 404

Simms was picked up by the poiice

in Stoke Newington. She died in the
“police station zhont one hour later!

According to the police, she was

too drunk to find her way home and
 had fallen down.

Her friends, however, deny that
she had been drinking excessively

insulted and abused him and bookal and reported that when they saw

him for speeding. He was told to

- produce his documents at the pol-

ice station, and then he drove off.
The police car followed him, and
when Taffe stopped he was dragget
out of his car and beaten with a

truncheon. His wife was also beata

as she tried to help him. More
police arrived and Keith was taken
to Coventry central police station
wherehe was beaten unconscious.
The police then charged haim
with assault, dangerous drivingand

~ other offences and he was refused
- bail. On the Thursday he collapsed

ppppup————"1

s

and had to be taken to Coventry &
Warwick Hospital suffering from
concussion, severe bruising and

" facial cuts, and remained there for

three days.

When he appeared in court in
January this year, the attack by
the police was not mentioned, but
Taffe was cleared of all charges.

EDWARD COLE: LONDON

On Saturday 24th August 1971,
Edward Cole was walking with his
wife and a friend and her children
near Waterloo. They were followed
by two plain-clothes police 1n a
car until they reached Exton Street.
There one of the police got out
of the car and asked Cole to stop
and be searched. He refused, calm
ly, saying that there were no
grounds for him being searched.

Joshua Francis — given nine
months in prison for being beaten
up by the police.

her body it was badly bruised about
- the face. |
~ The police doctor from Wood
'Green said that he could not muth-
fully say what was the cause of
death - but the coroner retived
together with the jwy and .... &
verdict of dcath by msadveature,
with no rider, was produced.

JOSHUA FRANCIS: LONDON

Two years ago Joshua Francis, 2
busman, was off work with a broxen
jaw. While he was in bed coaval-
escing four white men broke into
his house and beat him up. It turrad
out that one of them was an off-
duty pcliceman. During the attaci:
more police arrived from Br;xton
police station. They 2all 1oined in
the attack, causing Mr. francis
serious internal mnjuries and i~
flicting cuts to s body.

Yet more police arrived, and
Francis was dragged from his
house in his underwear, in agony.
He was taken to Brixton Police
station. Due to the extent of his
injuries, he was rushed to Kings
College Hospital where he was
given 30 stitches.

After 14 days in custody, and
still suffering from the effects of
the attack, he was brought to court
and charged with assaujting three
police officers!.And in March of
this year he was sentenced to nine
months’ 1mprisonment.
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CAPITALISM is inseparable from the exploitation by the bourgecisie
of the working class ‘at home’ and (since ‘advanced’ capitalism became
ilgg;dialist) of the workers and peasants in the colonies and neo-colonies
a .

It is a vicious system geared to buttress ing the strong against the
weak, to serving the handful of capitalists against the millions of work-
ers, and to keeping many millions in poverty so that a few may prosper.
Capitalism exalts property and degrades life. It is at the root of the rac-
ialism which poisons and divides worker against worker. It is a system
of massive waste and social disorganisation, at the same time as it
forces the working class to fight svery inch of the way to better or even
maintain its wages and condiiions.

“Having once been progressive, in that it at least developed, in the
only way then possible, the productive resources of mankind, it is now a
totally reactinnary force in history. Its expansion after World War 2 gave
it merely the appearance of health: in reality the boom was like the flush
on a sick man’s face. And Alreadv sconomic expansion has given way to
creeping stagnation.

TODAY the ruling class can keep their system going only at the cost
of large scale unemployment and attempts tc cut the living standaxds of

workers in the ‘rich’ parts of the world, of massive starvation and blood- |

1 shed in the ‘poor’ two thirds of the world, and of the ever-present threat

of the destruction of humanity through nuclear war.
THE ONLY WAY OUT is for the working class to take power and to

plan, in place of the present unplannad and blind private-profit system.
Having overthrown capitalism and established social ownership of the
means of production, the working class will build towards a truly comm-
unist society, in which at last the principle will be “‘From each accord-
ing to his ability, to each according to his needs.*’ |

The working class has creaied political parties for this purpose —
LABOUR PARTIES, COMMUNIST PARTIES, SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC

PARTIES.-But in country after country these parties have joined capital-
ist governments and managed capitalism. They have betrayed the social-

ist aspiration:. of their working ciass supporters, tied the labour move-
ment to the bosses’ state, interest and ideology, and destroyed the polit-
ical independence of the working class. ‘ .
The task is therefore to build a socialist party which W'.IH stand firmly
for the interests of the working class. WORKERS' FIGHT is a group of
revolutionary socialists, aiming to L.ild that party: a party 'which‘xs dem-
ocratically controlied by an active working class membership, Whlc!l
preserves its political independence and fights the ideological dominat-

ion of the ruling class.

The basis of our activity is the scientific theory of MARXISM, the
only theory which gives a clear understanding of present day society and
of the necessity of revolutionary change.

Although they cannot organise the siruggle for workers’ power, the
TRADE UNIONS are indispensable for the defence of workers’ interests,
We fight for the independence of the unions from all state control, and
within the unions for militant policies and for democracy. We see the
trade union bureaucracy as a distinct stratum which acts as a broker bet-
ween workers and bosses. Its life and work-situation is quite different
from that of the working class. Lacking a direct, necessary allegiance to
working class interests, or any fundamental historical interests of its
own, its general tendency is to work with the bosses and their state
against the working class.

Only a mass national rank and file movement, linking up the different
Industries and guided by the ideas of revolutionary Marxism can, in this
period, turn the trade unions into reliable instruments of working class
interests, independent of the bosses’ state.

We fight against the INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS ACT, against any in-
comes policy under capitalism, and against any legal restrictions on
trade unionism.

We fight against UNEMPLOYMENT: for a national minimum wage; for
work or full pay; against productivity bargaining.

We fight to extend the power of workers to control the details of their
own lives in industry here and now. We stand for the fight for WORKERS’
CONTROL with the understanding that it can be made a serious reality
only in a workers’ state. We are against any workers’ ‘participa‘gon’ in
managing their own exploitation under capitalism.

We believe that the ““PARLIAMENTARY ROAD TO SOCIALISM’’ is a
crippling illusion. The capitalist class will not leave the stage peace-
fully; no ruling class ever has. Socialism can be built only by smashing
the capitalist state machine (army, police, civil service) which is tl{e
ultimate defence of the bosses’ power in society, and replacing it with a
state based on democratic Workers' Councils. '

The LABOUR PARTY is a capitalist party in its ideas, its pohci'es,
and in its record in government. At the same time, the bedrock organisat-
ions of the working class, the trade unions, support and finance the
Labour Party. There is an open valve connection between the Lgbour
Party and the unions, allowing the possibility of large-scale active work-
ing class participation in the party. .

We relate to the Labour Party, therefore, not by simply denouncing it,
but by attempting to advance the working class towards outgt:owihg ax}q
breaking through the stage in its own development — ideological, political
and organisational - represented by Labourism.

We fight for full and equal rights for WOMEN, for female emancipation
from the male domination which has co-existed throughout history with
class society and which has its roots in such society. We fight, in part-
icular, for the emancipation of women of our own class, suffering a
double and triple exploitation, who have been most accurately described
as the ‘‘slaves of the slaves.”

We fight against RACIAI ISM and against immigration controls. We
fight for the integration of immigrant workers into the labour movement
and for a united fight against capitalism, whilst supporting the right of
black minorities in Britain to form defence leagues or independent polit-
ical organisations.

We give unconditional support tc the struggles of oppressed peoples
everywhere fighting against IMPERIALISM, and to their organisations
leading the fight.

British workers have — fundamentally — more in common with every

ality or colour, than with the whole of the Rritish ruling class. We see

the fight for socialism as a world wide struggle, necessitating the creat- {'

ion of a world revolutionary party. We give critical support to the
FOURTH INTERNATIONAL.

We stand for a political revolution of the working class against the
bureaucracies of THE U.S.S8.R. and the other countries called ‘commun-
Ist’, which we consider to be degenerated and deformed workers’ states.
‘The social regime of the different Bureaucracies has nothing in common
with socialism, let alone with real communism. At the same time we
defend the nationalised economy in these countries against capitalism
and imperialism, unconditionally: that is, irrespective of the seifish,
usually anti-working class and anti-revolutionary policies of the ruling

bureaucrats, and against those policies. _
‘There are OTHER POLITICAL GROUPS (including the official Brit-

ish section of the Fourth International) which have generally similar aimg
but methods differing from ours, or differing conceptions about what
needs to be done here and now, We consider all these groups to be ser-
tously - sometimes grossly — inadequate in theory and practice. We
favour unity in action with these groups where possible, and a serious
dialogue about our differences.

bring the resources of the modem economy under a tational working class |

single worker throughout the globe, irrespective of race, religion, nation- |

SHOULD

“TH_E RAGGED TROUSERED PHILANTH-
ROP_ISTS" — by Robert Tressell.
Panther paperback, 37%ap.

It may or may not be true that ‘“The Ragged
Trousered Philanthropists’’ was, as Alan
Sillitoe says in the introduction to the paper-
back edition, ‘‘the book that won the ’45
election for Labour”’. It is certain that the
book is worthy of more than that.

It is a novel that argues clearly against
capitalism and for socialism — not for capit-
alism plus a few reforms of the Labour Party.

The author — Robert Tressell, a house-
painter who died, aged 40, in 1911 — writes
about the sort of life he knew, among the
working class in the early days of this
century.

As a picture of that life, it is vivid,
critical but not contemptuous, brilliant in
such passages as the account of “‘the Beano
meeting’’. But it is not simply a description.
It also contains an explanation of why the
hardship and lack of dignity in that life were
not inevitable.

In one chapter, for example, Owen, the
socialist central character, explains to three
of his workmates how the capitalist class
exploits the working class. It is worth reprod
ucing a shortened version of his argument,
still fresh and relevant today.

EXPLOITATION

~ ""These pieces of bread represent the raw
materials which exist naturally in and on the
earth for the use of mankind.

"I represent the landlord and capitalist
class. That is to say, all these raw materials
belong to me. It does not matter for our pres-
ent argument-how | obtained possession of
them; the only thing that matters now is the
established fact that all the raw materials
which are necessary for the production of the
necessaries of life are now the property of
the Landlord and Capitalist class.

"l possess something else beside the raw
materiais. These three knives represent — all
the machinery of production; the factories,
tools, railways, and so forth, without which
the necessaries of |ife cannot be produced
in abundance. And these three coins repres-
ent my Money Capital.

“Now you three represent the Working
Class: you have nothing.

"‘But before we go any further, it is most
important that you remember that | am not
supposed to be merely ‘a’ capitalist. | repres.
ent the whole Capitalist Class. You are not
supposed to be just three workers — you rep-
resent the whole Working Class.’’

Owen proceeded to cut up one of the
slices of bread into a number of little square

blocks.
““These represent the things which are

produced by labour, aided by machinery, from
the raw materials. We will suppose that three
of these blocks represent — a week’s work.
We will suppose that a week’s work is worth
— one pound; and we will suppose that each
of these halfpennies is one pound.**

Owen now addressed himself to the work-

““These blocks represent the necessaries
of life. You can’t live without some of these
things, but as they belong to me, you will
have to buy them from me: my price for these
blocks is — one pound each.*”

As the working classes were in need of
the necessaries of life, and as they could
not eat, drink or wear the useless money,
they were compelled to agree to the kind
Capitalist’s terms. They each bought back
and at once consumed one third of the prod-
uce of their labour,

The process was repeated several times:
for each week’s work the producers were paid
their wages. They kept on working and spend-
ing their earnings. The kindhearted capitalist
consumed twice as much as any of them and
his pile of wealth continually increased. In
a little while he was worth about one hundred
pounds, and the working classes were still
in the same condition as when they began,
and were still tearing into their work as if
their lives depended on it.

Then the capitalist, just after having sold
a pound’s worth of necessaries to each of
his workers, suddenly took their tools — the
Machinery of Production ~ away from them,
and informed them that as, owing to Over-
Production, all his storehouses were glutted
with the necessaries of life, he had decided
to close down the works.

Then the unemployed began to abuse the
kind-hearted Capitalist, demanding that he
should give them some of the necessaries of
life that he had piled up in his warehouses,
and even threatened te take some of the
things by force if he did not comply with
their demands. But the kind-hearted Capital-
ist told them not to be insolent, and spoke
to them about honesty, and said that if they

were not careful he would have their faces
battered in for them by the police.

SOCIALISM

The basic element in the abolition of this
exploitation — the public ownership of the
means of production — is clearly indicated.

But: “‘If you wish to see these things
done’’, the book argues, ‘‘you must cease
from voting for Liberal and Tory sweaters,
shareholders of companies, lawyers, aristoc-
rats and capitalists; and you must fill the
House of Commons with Revolutionary Soc-
islists.’” The flaw in this conception — and
it 1s hardly surprising, for its time — is that
the achievement of socialism is seen almost
entirely in terms of votes and Parliament.

““The Ragged Trousered Philanthropists’’
frequently shows the socialist Owen in sit-
uations where he feels like losing hope. And
it wouldn’t be an accurate account of the
life of a socialist if it didn’t include those
sifuations. But what way to renew hope? The
light at the end of the book is Owen’s dis-
covery that one of his workmates, who has
been keeping quiet up to then, is in fact
privately wealthy and a socialist. ““In the
Spring I intend to fit out a Socialist Van, and
then I shall come back here. We’ll have some
of the best speakers in the movement; we’ll

hold meetings every night..."’

Ing classes as represented by Philpot, Harlov ~ The book lacks the concept of an organ-

and Easton,

"I am going to invest all my money in
various industries, so as to give you Plenty
of Work. I shall pay each of you one pound
per week, and a week’s work is — you must

each produce three of these square blocks.
For doing this work you will each receive
your wages; the money will be your own, to
do as you like with, and the things you prod-
uce will of course be mine, to do as | like
with,”’’

As soon as the Working Class had done &

week ‘s work, Owen paid their wages.

ised working class revolutionary party, which
could link the efforts of isolated socialists
like Owen with a coherent strategy for strug-
gle in elections, in industry, and in other
aspects of society. Lacking this concept,

it does have a tinge of despair.

But it is a marvellous book to read. Inter-
spersed with the accutely realistic document-
ary portrayal of the workers are savagely
funny caricatures of the ruling class, and
passages of glorious fantasy, as live today
as when it was written.

John Sterling




After the

of

lost chances

Manchester

by

- | JACK PRICE

This week negotiations were
resumed between the Confederat-
ion of Shipbuilding and Engineer-
ing Unions and the Engineering
Exployers Federation. And one
thing is for sure: never have the
engineers been committed to nat-
ional negotiations from such a
position of weakness.

Not long ago there were 32 sit-
ins in the factories of the Manch-
ester area for at least £4 on the
basic, more for women as a step
towards equal pay, an extra week's
holiday, and_— most importantly —
a 35 hour week.

The national union leadership
made no serious effort to spread
this sit-in movement or even get
nationwide support for it.

Now the men who failed to lead
nationally and left it to local .
claims are to sit round the table,
and are already showing themselv-
es willing to ditch everything but
the demand for a minimum of £20 a
week for unskilled men.

CROSS-PURPOSE

The union leaders, particularly
the Scanlon left, have played the
commonest of cop-out tricks. They
claimed that the union was unprep-

ared for the struggle. Scanlon said
he couldn’t take the chance of a
ballot for national action in case
people voted against. This, he
claimed, would leave them in a
very weak situation (as if that’s
not where the engineers are now)

- Why didn’t Scanlon begin a mass-
ive campaign to strengthen the uni-
on at the base by fighting for the
full programme of demands and the

action needed to get the programme.

through. That means fighting in
the localities for an understanding
of why the government’s attack on
the working class must be defeat-
ed, why the ban on blacking and
sympathy action under the Industr-
jal Relations Act would just have

~ to be trampled on and why the

struggle would be a long and hard
one.

But leaders like Scanlon ‘‘rule
by cross purposes’’. The rank and
file demands he should take initia-
tives and he replies that they
shouldn’t attack him because they
are not showing any initiative.

If leadership’ means anything,
it means taking an initiative, going
one step ahead. s

What the Scanlons do is passive-
ly reflect the strengths and weak-
nesses of the localities. If a fact-
ory is strong the negotiator does
well. If the factory is weak he
does badly. But in either case he
simply rests on what already ex-
ists, not trying to improve, to build
and to strengthen.

‘REALISTIC’

They aim for what they see as
‘realistic’ — that is, they drop the
hours demand and keep the wages
demand. But the hours demand is
a necessary response to unemploy-

ment. If the bosses cannot grant it,

let them get off our backs.

What is ‘realistic’ or ‘unrealistic’
is a question of the relationship of
forces, which can be decided only
by the struggle. And the positive
action of the leadership enters into
that relationship of forces as an
important factor.

By means of the struggle, no
matter what its immediate practic-
al successes may be, the workers
will best come to understand the
necessity to create a system that
will be controlled by themselves
and not hy the profit drive.

The highest the present leaders
of Britain’s unions rise is to being
good negotiators and effective
public speakers. They fall lower,
of course — to the Coopers, the
Carrons, the Chapples, who con-
stantly rule by crushing every
spark of militancy they find. Con-
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P Q by rising prices within a year.
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At this point Scanlon wanted a

X ™, ¢ quick finish with “‘results’. The

|

1 . local leadership went along with

G b ~‘ o 5 his ‘‘realistic’’ approa()h.

|

- Now, after previously threaten-
"ing to discipline stewards’ commi-
! ttees for accepting money-only

 ®%] offers, they proposed scrapping

§ the hours demand, |
- To do this, however, they could.

> & F-]notrely on the passivity of the
% %+ ¥ } mass of stewards. They knew there
T e 4 were hundreds who would not
7oA accept a sell-out. But the right

wing was there to help out. The ,
- GEC-AEI-EE stewards, led by the
R notorious Brennan O.B.E. (1),
packed the meeting to vote In a
solid phalanx for the sell-out

B motion. Their employers even put

"+ 2 on coaches for them!

| R ﬁ * QQ* -

| Don’t let the defenders of the

- Union officialdom tell you that it

lhas to be accegted because ‘it is
after all democratic’’. Those

stewards had not turned up at any

of the previous meetings which

4 determined the strategy. If Tocher,

for example, had got up and den-

{ ounced these scabs for what they
are, the right would have been

defeated. But as it was, it was

' Tocher’s recommendation that their

(X
I

-~ solid phalanx of scabby hands

1 il voted for!
i  Now the engineers face a real
. danger. The abdication of leader-

A | ship by the tops of the AUEW may

i mean a shift to the right at least
y at the local level in this round of
J election. In desperation the work-

i ers whose standards of living have

Ll declined over the past couple of

W vears of ‘Left’ leadership, may

. &' shift to the right.

way would be of this type, if only
he could get away with it.

RIGHT-WING TACTICS

The Scanlon-type left-wingers
are obviously to be supported
against the right-wing Conways.

- But, even though the ‘lefts’ start

ou as genuine militants on the
shop floor, they can end up using
the same tactics as the right.

In Manchester the union officials
Tocher and Regan stopped calling
the mass meetings of stewards,
agreed with the employers to keep
all the agreements secret, and thus
ensured that although there was a
district claim each firm was well
and truly on its own. And this at
a time when the Employers’ Feder-
ation had a strk e fund for its menr
bers of over a million pounds.

When some stewards who were
members of the International Soci-
alists called a meeting to get a
levy going and try to put some
pressure for a return to mass stew-
ards’ meetings, the Communist
Party — of which both Tocher and
Regan are members — ‘‘blacked
the meeting’’. .

Meanwhile, in neighbouring Bol-
ton, when a Workers’ Fight stew-
ard called a meeting to pressure
for a district claim, the union lead-
ership locally also ‘‘blacked the
meeting’’, and banned those call-
ing the meeting from the AUEW

halls. !
GETTING RESUL.TS

" Look &t the way the Manchester

struggle ended as far as the major-
ity of the sit-ins were concerned.
The point the employers would not
swallow in the men’s demands was
the one about shorter hours.

In the first place, it was a count-

‘er-attack against unemployment. In

the second place, 5 hours gained
now is still 5 hours next year —£5
gained nowhas been eaten away

Militants must oppose this with

WP all their power. But so long as all
- i they have to offer is the old lead-

- ers and the old methods, they will
, get nowhere.

azl;se an immec

ment of the oppressed black minor-
ity. Later this record was trampl-
ed in the mud. The blacks and the
black movement, under CP influ-
ence, were hamessed to the Roose-
velt bandwagon. At the beginning
of the war the CP did its piece to
snuff out the important movement
of the blacks round the march on
Washington in 1942.

This history — well known in
American radical circles — should
surely interest Davis. It seems
not. -

The conduct of her trial is it-
self the latest example of the
CPUSA in action. Clearly she
was victimised for her colour and
her party membership. Yet the
defence was conducted entirely on
legalistic terms. Granted, for
whatever reasons, a world-wide
audience, the CPUSA and Angela
Davis totally ignored the revolut-
ionary tradition of using the bourg-
eois courts as a propaganda plat-
form to indict the system. 'In her
case such indictment could have
had an unprecedented audience
and millions could have leamed

" about Communism. The CPUSA
could have extended this propa-
ganda opportunity by putting for-
ward Angela Davis as its presid-
ential candidate this year, in
place of the aging hack Gus Hall.

The CPUSA doesn’t operate like
that. Neither, it seems, does

Angela Davis.

-



At Stanton, Derbyshire, the Brit-
ish Steel Corporation are planning
to close the works down, and put
1500 out of a job.

On Saturday 4 August, over 1000
Stanton workers, with their famili-

es and numerous sympathisers, de-

- monstrated their opposition.

After the march the meeting was
addressed by most of the local
MPs, six Labour and one Tory.

Denis Skinner MP seemed to be
the only one who managed to
mention the need for the workers
to fight the closures and organise
a sit-in to do this.

Apart from this the confributions
were the usual ‘‘if Labour had
been in it wouldn’t happen’’ or
‘“‘don’t worry, we will ask quest-
ions in the house about it"’.

One of the Tees steelworkers
who had travelled down to give
support, a member of WORKERS’
FIGHT, also spoke.

It was obvious that the govern-
ment needed changing, he said,
but the immediate problem facing
the Stanton workers was the forth-
coming redundancies, and for this
they could not rely on Labour MPs.

The fight was in their hands, and
only by using lessons taught by
UCS and Plesseys could there be
results.

He also gave a message of supp-
ort from Lackenby steelworkers.

OCCUPATION

After the meeting members of the
Stanton Action Committee stated
that the next move would be an
occupation.

Ray Fletcher MP said that he
thought that occupation of the
works was the only realistic meas-
ure and that if it took place he
would be at the works.

There has been much talk about
a ‘“‘work-in’’.

In fact, a work~in would play
right into the bosses’ hands —
they would get production for no-
thing and the end would only be
delayed.

The better tactic would be an
occupation with NO PRODUCTION

The BSC will then be faced with
having expensive plant and machin-
ery tied up and idle. Faced with
this, their position will be that
much weaker.

It was suggested at Stanton by
members of the Action Committee
that it would be wise to keep the
furmaces and coke ovens warm, SO
avoiding a collapse which would
save the bosses the trouble of
closing them down.

This is a valid point but such
action would still not be a work-in
as such, since there would be no

production.
The threatened closure is not

just the concern of Stanton workas
_families. Every time

.....
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BSC manage to push through red-
undaneies, they are stronger and
we are weaker for the next struggle

But a victory at Stanton could
provide a springboard for workers’
victories elsewhere.

The workers at Stanton need
support from other workers. As a
very first step, the Action Commi-
ttee should send out a letter ask-
ing for support, and blacking in
the event of an occupation.

Other works threatened with
redundancy should also occupy.

CONTROL

BSC lost £.68 million last year.
So, they say, they have to ‘‘econo-
mise’’.

In the first place, the figure
wouldn’t be £ 68 million loss if it
weren’t for massive compensation
paid to former owners. And why
should the robbers be compensated
for the loss of their loot. The fact
that steel prices arekept low to

private industry also
pushes up losses.

In the second place, so what if
they’re making a loss ? If the
bosses insist on running the econ-
omy on the basis of production for
profit, not for need, then they
shouldn’t expect the workers to
bear the burden.

The steel industry is national-
ised. Fine. That means that the
State should bear the financial

responsibility. *“‘It’s not competi-
tive’ is no excuse for a closure.
But if we put control in the

hands of the State,we gain nothing

by nationalisation. Control over
hours of work — over conditions —
over wages — over jobs — should

wtet: PG
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by JOHN CUNNINHAM

One of the most significant
things about the building strike
has been the way previously non-
militant sections have come to
the fore. Even Stoke-on-Trent,
traditionally a reservoir of bus-
loads of scabs for militant Mersey-
side, has seen a demonstration of

| 1000 workers.

In BRolton the call from UCATT
secretary George Smith on Tuesday
15 August to intensify regional
strike action has met with a good
response.

Several sites were af 2 standstill
already.

As well as picketing building sites
building workers have picketed two
of the major suppliers of buiiding
materials in Bolton, where workers
have also come out with the build-

M crs. With the help of two police

cars, a black maria, and nEnerous
police on foot, some lorries have
been loaded by office staff, but

this amounts to only a trickle.

The building empioyers have

ibeen putting out propaganda to
discourage workers from ioining
BMthe strike.

Builders were angry
at misrepresentations contained

Win advertisments placed in the loc-

al (true blue Tory) paper. kor

8 cxample, the National Federation

Of Ruilding Trades Employers

8l 1aim they have offered a guarant-

i

demand for steel is reduced, then
simply reduce the hours of work
with no loss of pay. No jobs lost !

NATIONAL

We can’t rely on the Labour
Party, who nationalised the ste el
industry in order to ‘rationalise’ it.

Rut if MPs support the occupat-
ion, that’s fine. We should demand
that they use their position to help
fight the redundancies.

* They should use their influ-
ence to rally support in other work-
places for the occupation, organise
effective blacking, and collect
funds to help the strikers.

* They should campaign in the
Labour Party for MPs elsewhere
to do the same.

* No secret negotiations. All
negotiations to be under the con-

trol of mass meetings in the occup-

ation, to which MPs should be
answerable.

* T.ocal Labour councils should
act as an arm of the Labour move-
ment. They should waive rents
for Stanton workers when they
occupy, and should provide money
from the rates for hardship cases.

* There is a need for a National
Action Committee against redund-
ancies in the steel industry. The
rank and file must press for this,
but MPs like Denis Skinner would
be in a position to get this Comnr
ittee really going. @ @

eed minimum of £ 29 a week for
craftsmen by next May. What they

8do not mention is that £ 3 of this

£ 29 is in the form of bonus. This
—— i [N cans that a builder has only to

be fought for by workers, If the

be late for work or commit some
other petty ‘offence’ and he loses
the £ 3 immediately. And there
are the usual fabrications about
strong am tactics and intimidation.

In a short time the strikers hope
to have most sites in Bolton out —
then they can concentrate on the
no-cards, no-union, no-questions-
asked “lump’ sites. The tactic of
roving pickets is working well —
on Wednesday moming about 25
men were out and several sites
were stopped.

Mr Clifford Kay, secretary of the
Enployers Federation in Bolton,

said last night in the local paper:
“It is getting more and more diffi-

cult to measure the extent of the
stoppages locally’’. To Mr Kay
we can only say, get into your car
and drive round Bolton a while.
You’ll see for yourself the extent
of the stoppage, site after site
empty and more to come'!
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