£ RECENT HOUSE OF LORDS
ruling, which made parts of the
1971 Immigration Act retrospective,
is an attack on the black community
as a whole and an attempt to widen
divisions between black and white
workers.

It is a savagely brutal measure
which threatens thousands with ins-
tant deportation. Some have already
been deported without even their
family or friends being informed,
and without a chance to get legal

help.

FASCISTS
ROUTED
IN

. LIVERPOOL

On Saturday June 30th Colin Jord-
an and a few supporters attempted
to hold a rally against immigration
on the Pierhead in Liverpool. In
response to a call to prevent the
Fascists from speaking, a counter-
demonstration of over 400 from all
left groups, including Workers Fight
and Black and Jewish organisations
gathered at the spot where Jordan
and his rats were assembling.

The few Fascists who did appear
= 2 wearing military uniforms and
swastika armbands—were beaten
into the ground until the police res-
cued them. A diversion then unfort-
unately allowed Jordan to set up
his platform and the demonstrators
were faced with a police cordon
around the Fascists. The cordon
was broken and several more of
the Fascists beaten before the pol-
ice began to make arrests.Tony
Boyle, the Tower Hill rent rebel,
was seen being bexrten up by police
as he was driven avay in a van.
Jordanwasi finally escorted away
by police without having been able
to speak.

The magnificent response of the
left and labour movement in Liver
pool to attempts by Fascists and
racialists to win popular suppont
should be repeated wherever else
they try to show thelr fuces.

LEN GLOVER
Money to Defence Flund,
12 UDDE]‘ Dike &f@f;‘li
LIVERPOOL {

But this ruling affects ali black
people. Up and down the couniry,
black people have been hauled into
police stations and questioned for
hours and told to produce their
passports to prove their status.
They can be freated like this just
on suspicion.

So far it is just a trickle. But
there is no doubt that if this meas-
ure is allowed to stand, any black
person stepping out of line — even
for, say, a parking offence, and
particularly if he is a trade union
mititant — can expect the police
harrassment which already exists
to be stepped up.

Already the new situation is
being compared with the South
African pass laws system. It wiil
make all immigrants — in fact ali
black people — into official second
class citizens.

Hypocrisy

This ruling shows up clearly
the hypocrisy of ail the Immigration
Acts which, we were told, would
“‘help to integrate'’ black people
who were here alreadv. In fact they
have created such a"facialist
climate that now the bosses and
their political front men can play
divide-and-rule to their hearts’
content: ‘illegal’ immigrants can be
divided from ‘legal’ ones, black
* 1 workers from white workers. Another
new bill, the Pakistan Bill, will
create a further division, another
erouping with its own ‘status’:
| Pakistani immigrants will become
| ‘aliens’ and have to report to the
police regularly or when they move
house or job.

Those directly affected by this
ruling are faced with instant loss
of home and job. Many have chiid-
ren at school here, who know this
country as their only home. Others
face repression in their eountry of
origin. Framilies will be split.

These people — and they could
number up to 10,000 — are wide
open to blackmail: by corrupt police
for money; by racist police for in-
formation on comrades; by employ-
ers who will demand that they toe
the line and scab on their mates.

Thus a whole section if the
working class can be sin.ied out
for vicuimsaton — just when .mme-
igrant work-rs are peginniag . find
heir feet 4nd ~'and up o @ sweat
9H0p bogE( . grd Aaeist e s ud ¥

This mu:t be resis | by the
whole working class through the
labour moveftent.
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Tories want 2nd class
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DEMONSTRATE ON JULY 22nd!

Shop stewards committees and
trade union branches must take
action to defend any worker threat-
ened or harrassed by the police, by
racists or by fascists.

Already black organisations and
sections of the labour movement
have protested against the House

- of Liords ruling. They have decided

to withdraw from the Government’s
‘Race Relations’ bodies, which

are shown up by this to be imrelev-
ant decorations masking the Govern-
ments’ racist measures.

It is also a fact that repressive
measures again:st one section of the
community tend to spread and gen-
erally ‘narrow the area of previous
ly accepted liberties. It has now
been announced that immi grant
workers applving for N.I. cards or
for their renewal will be asked to
show their passports, and that _
where these create suspicions, the
information will he passed on to
the police.

This is already setting a new
precedent: it has up to now been
against civil service policy to pass
on information from one branch to
another. The confidentiality of the
census and much other ‘innocuous’
information gathering becomes
highly questionable.

In response, the Civil and Pub-
lic Services Association has called
on its members not to co-operate

with these new methods, and not to
ask to see passports.

The labour movement must follow
the lead of the CPSA and resist all
racist and discriminatory laws and
use its traditional weapons to put
an embargo on their operation.

The AUEW voted last week for
the repeal of the 1971 Immigration
Act (which also has the effect of
making post- 1971 immigrants sub-
ject to deportation for minor offen-
ces, such as, for instance, “‘illegal
picketing'). This is a step forward.
But it must be fought for through a
programme of action based on trade
union anti-racialist committees def-
ending the black community and

eradicating racialism in the labour

movement. .

Above all, trade union branches
and shop stewards committees must
take it upon themselves to see to it
that any hint of intimidation at work
is met by immediate collective
action. '

Meanwhile, we call ypon all
workers and socialists to support
the mass demonstration of protest
which has been called by the black
community and workers'
organisations. -

DEMONSTRATE
JULY 22nd.

Look out for more details




- ON THE EVE OF THE NO‘%THERN
- Ireland elections for the new Ass-'
- embly, Senator Paddy Wilson of the
- SDLP, a former steelworker, was
kldnapped and then butchered. He

companion, a Protestant girl, was K
stabbed twenty times.
E  The ‘credit’ for this vahant
+ deed was immediately claimed: by a-_f
k ~ mysterious new Loyalist organisate:
i ion calling itself the ‘“Ulster Free-
dom Fighters'’, But rumours immed-
lately began to spread, and not
‘only amongst Orangemen, that the
-extravagantly savage killings were
in fact the work of the Rritish Army
SAS (the outfit which specialises
in assassinations, sabotage and so
on), the intention being to give the -
SDLP a sympathy boost in the

elections |
‘The srgmflcance of the FUMOUTS

Paddy Wllson— murdered by Brltlsh
Army? -

and file militancy riding high. Mil-
itants in other unions can take heart
from the engineers’ decision, and
attempt to force their own leader-
ships to boycott talks. . o
With the T&GWU conference com-
ing shortly, and similar resolutions
on the agenda there, the Tories
could be faced with the two major
unions refusing to take part in-any .
sort of voluntary wage restraint

. FIRST DISTANT THUNDER,
of the battle to come over Phase 3
was heard at the Amal gamated Uni-
on of Engineering Workers poli cy
conference on:18/19/20 Tune.

‘The Tories are, right now, aim-
ing for a-deal with the trade union
tops. They are willing — in the
hope that the present economic up-
turn will last long enough — to offer

some concessions. The trade’ unlon
tops are mulng to take the bait: '~ This would be a massive defeat for:i

All of them — including the ‘Lefts , ~ their attempt's to bring the trade’ mi«
Hugh' Scanlon and Jack Jones — are " ons under mcreasmg state control, *

steering towards a pact with the Tor- . But the “Broad Left’ has yet:to"“
les as the main road for improvement learti the lesson of the course of its

-.qio-n"v R
ttttt

At the AUEW Conference, Seanlon former Rero Hugh' Scanlon, and trans-
ushed the pace a bit too much — form itself ﬁom an elecboral machine
‘dpeeches eentred round.one. theme
:defendmgthe TUC--—’Ibry talks He

into a mlhtant rank and file move-
irnent ’Ihe ‘Momlng Star’ (paper of
the Commiinist Party whmh domm-
¥ --“éf"‘-,c- ;g., A ;
ditorial Board: .
%" Rachel Lever (Ednor)
Sean Matgamna
Martin Thomas
Andrew Hornung
Bas Hardy |
- Tony Brockman (Business
Manager)
Publrshed by Workers’ Fight, 98
Gifford Street, London N1. Prmted
by voluntary labour

tx{ éj.:‘*

69 delegates were mostly
ehdb stewards or convenors, not
ﬁitft -time officials. - They might have
§ettled for vagueness — but Scan-
lon's open challenge pushed them to
8, 35 to 33 vote against him.

- The ‘Broad Left’ domination of
tf%'conference was also expressed
ms:mportant resolutions for national-

ation of: majer industries without
cothpensation, for industrial action
tobrmg down the government, and
for ﬁferepeal of the 1971 Immigration
Act

'I‘ake th.lS togethar with the claim
- endor Sed by the conference of the as the production of pamphlets,
federation of Shipbuilding and disrupts the routine. Iy the last
Engineeting Unions —for £10 incre- montl;ﬂ‘:: ;I:Y?Rl;l::?lallsxged a: dﬂ%'_wage

pamp m
fﬁﬁr@getgf g;néﬁlggereag gll% Et’:‘his Working Class® and a 50-page col-

PIR I - |lection of articles on “‘The Indust-
¢§ ‘have set themselves an rial Relations Act and the fight for

Ssive programme. a2 General Strike’’, (See p.11 for
it the programme in itself is details).
only a shell. Tnhe shell must be ' The regular fortnightly appear-

amm ance of Workers’ Fight will now
fieg,ec?ut The progr € must be carr- resume. The next issue will be out

on July 21st, and final date for
"-Ihe eon.feren::e Voteﬂmuldann}c:t be copy is Saturday 13th July,
firddnctreflectr

- VWW.F. Editarial Board

We apologlsc to regular readers of
| Workers’ Flght for the late appear-
ance of this 1ssue. and for the late-
tness of the last 3 issues. The prob-
lem is that every process from typc-
setting through to despatching is
done by a small number of people,
;and therefore any extra effort, such
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»
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- Was stabbed at least 30 times. His' .in
- earry tluuugh the experiment of
: powershad

- Irish state; and also the die-hard
- Orangemen who want a total PeStOf"’-"".}fii
“ation of the old Stormont stafe with -

- British Govemment, Of 78 sie

ENGINEERS LEAD AGAINST
TUC-TORY HORSETRADING

. out £50000 to the court
' “d‘on’t recogmse

N | curbs W4 be the

f emees and their families. Orders

1
__m: el

BY JOHN KELLY

true or not_ - is that they sum. up
' the: reality of Britrsh Govemment
- poliey and: ‘Intentions; ' . -
The elections were gea.red to
broducing a ‘‘moderate’’ majority
the new Assembly, which would

ng between the two com-{{ .'

"""""

for the democratic rights of the
whole Irish people to form a united

full power for the Orange Order and
the Unionist/Tory party.

As such, the result is a qualif-
led success for the policy of the .
ats'in
the new Assembly, 23 are held by
Unionists ready to camry through

ates the ‘Broad Left ) managed to
support.the boycott of the talks mth-
out attacking Scanlon !

The fact that the shell is not yet ‘

filled was shown by the failure of
the. conference to take up the urgent

practical questions of the defence of ﬁ shortages dominating the life of

pickets, and of ways and means of

building solldanty for the national
. engineers’ claim, Militants must
take up:itheseipoints'in ‘Broad lLeft’
i meetingsall over the! country. x
Oppositioh to- wage' curbs must
' not bé allowed to remain’on the level
 of 'the No' Rﬁecogmtwn”approach to
the Indu&trial Relations Act' H'the'
aDDroaf:h that ‘has reeulted in the"
AUEW ahd'the TRGWU gach’ paymg
Whlch they
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crucial test is in action. nof, |
Jiuhonss The. te [~case for. wa,ge
fie enginears’ glaim. .
"KEVIN CROWE
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SUPPORT THE l
POLITICAL PRISONERS

and have been producing the goods

Internees still imprisoned in N.Irel

: Sg,gg

- British government policy., and

.. moves are in progress to get a da.l

between the various pro-White

Paper parties to form an executive.

..-including SDLP (19), Alliance (8)

and N.I. Labour Party (1).
"Here the efforts of the Govemv

| ,;;.-a-;iiment in building up the SDLP and .
‘munities; It ‘would, so the British Al o he
‘hope, freeze out of mﬂuence both ;f'i?.%?':succese As long ago as 1969 the

‘the republicans —who are fi ghting “poley of: integrating sections of -

nce parties has had a ma'ked

the Catholic population into aecept-

., ance of a modified 6-County state,
- through: the agency of middle class

peliticians such as Hulme and Fitt;
was the centrepiece of British
pohcy

The Govemment’s need to beat
down-the Republicans has led to
difficulties for them along this -
road, as the SDLLP went through the
motions. of ¢ res1gn1ng and ‘non-
cooperating’ in protest against int~
ermnment. However, this sta.nce was
quickly abandoned,

If the elections are the test, the
British appear to have managed to:
create a powerful force for ‘moder
ation' — which of course means col-
laboration with continued Brmsh

R Y A A
REUNENCRN S - %

{-oecupation and interference.

In fact, ‘of course,’ power-sharmg

| ; is very much of-a gimmick. which,

- even if the majority of Catholics
are conciliated and the IRA crushed,
will solve nothing socially, The
econorny will be the same as before,
 with desperate housing and job

the communities
Not powersharing in the new
r@f? ¢Vhicli 16l fhas ot
wer fandtisdo the British ' Goves
ment what the Manchester or
Croydon councils are) is the answer,
but gn.end to Britain's claims. te
| either rule or police Ireland, ar a
Ireland. The prostitute
hedging, on the QueStIOI'_l’r

; E"'l

iJ

j of reunit 1cat10n. and is clearly
{willing to put it oft to some future
decade o century Lo

Bt %.’htel,e.w and the Brltlsh
vaenyqeut may be in for rude; eur i
 prises.. Answering the Provrelonaal
{ republican;gall, many militant Cathr,

i.

{olics didn’t vote at all. The elect-

ions are by m means the last word.

listed below. The rmoney made from sales will go directly to the int -

54 Elderfield Road, London E.5.

should be sent to: Sean P. O B-iain
with postage added to the prices

below. Due to increased harassment of intemees, 4-5 weeks should

be lailowed for delivery.

Gents Wallet Modelled / Coloured £2.25
Gents Wallet Modelled / Plain £2.20
Gents. Il;aillfold Modelled / Cca}oured. 2 Zips £2.50
ts Bi Mode]led ed, 1 Z |

| GGggts Bdﬁoi Hed Plain, dZip ip 833

| Ladies Wallet Purse / Plam £2.25

| Ladies Wallet Purse Modelled / Coloured £2.50
Housewife ’s Purse Modelled” Coloured £1.75
Housewife’s Purse Modelled /Plain £1.25
Granny Purse Modelle¢ /Coloured £2.,25
Granny Purse Modelled / Plain £2.00
Cocktail Purse Mopdelled / Coloured £2.25
Cocktail Purse Modelled / Plain £2.00
Non-~modelled Hide Purse £0.75
Wall Plaques /Large £1,00 %
Wall Plaques / Medium £0,75
Harps / Large 00
Harps /Set (ome large and two emall) g.OO
Painted Framed Handkerchiefs £1.50




'NIXON CLINGS TO OFFICE

'AS REVELATIONS MULTIPLY

THERE iS A NEW GAME ON THE
market in America. According to
the instructions on the pack there
can be no winners, but the object
is, once the cards are dealt, to
cheat, lie and out-manoeuvre all
the other players. The game is, of
course, called Watergate.

Increasingly, one is getting the
impression that it isn’t the only
game without rules called Watergate.
For by all the rules and all the
expectations, we should by now
have witnessed the final come-
uppance of Richard Nixon and the
installation of Spiro Agnew as the
next President of the United Sates.

The Senate Committee hearings
are still concentrating on Watergate
itself, even though it is now clear
that the burglary and bugging of the
Democratic HQ by the Republican
Committee to Re-elect the President
(CREEP) was only a minor incident
in a whole range of operations rad-
iating out from the central core of
Nixon’s personal paranoia.

The fact that Nixon probahbly
knew nothing about that particular
break-in before his agents were
caught, now points not to his inn-
ocence, but to the comparatively

POULSON COVER-UP
- b tons of

evidence
sub-judice

If John Garlick Llewelyn Poulson
had been better at counting his
money than giving it away, he
and his “friends’ would have
carried on, happily surrounded
by the cloak of privacy.

But Poulson became bankrupt.
and it was at the bankruptcy
court hearings in Wakefield that
his unsavoury dealings began to
leak out.

Six menths ago the Bankrupt-
cy court adjourned, and mean-
while more information has been
amassed. 10,000 files weighing
six tons lay ready to disgorge
their secrets at the Wakefield
Court when it resumed last
Monday.

However, the police stepped
in, in the nick of time, and
arrested Poulson and one of the

men he is alleged to have bribed, |

William Pottinger. They had of

course been in possession of the |

evidence against Poulson and
Pottinger for some time. But
what lent urgency to the police
action was the impending resum-
ption of the hearings in the bank-
ruptcy court, with all their pot-
ential for explosive scandal.

Now the hearings are to be
postponed indefinitely, or else
held in private session. Which
all goes to show, there are more
ways of shutting a Watergate
than stuffing it up with dollar
bills.

routine nature of the job. As The
Economist put it last week, ‘why
should the Presidait of the USA be
consulted every time a faulty buz
was to be replaced.’

We now also know the purpose
of the bugging: not to discover any
of the other party’s ‘campaign sec-
rets’, but the rather nastier purpose
of nosing out personal scandal to
discredit their electoral opponents.
At the same time there was a White
House list of Nixon ‘“‘enemies’’, 200
establishment liberals marked down
for harrassment by the Revenue
and constant investigation for scan-
dal and smear.

SPIES

Meanwhile a whole network of
spies and agents provocateurs was
at work in universities and left
wing organisations, and despite all
the pretensions of guarding ‘law
and order’, these agenis were Very
often used to incite rioting and
bombing.-

One of these agents is about to
have his memoirs published. Under
the title ‘‘I Was a Weatherman for
the FBI'! he relates how he infilt-
rated the *Weathermen'’ crganisation,
taught its members how to make
hombs, and suggested targets that
it would be ‘militant’ to go for.

Another FBI man, Arthur Murtagh,
has revealed the extent of FRI in-
volvement in black liberation move-
ments. It is not unlikely, = s
account, that Luther King and/or
Malcolm X was killed by Govern-
ment agents. But that was, of course
before Nixon'’s time. ..

Nixon had his own plans, which
it is claimed were never put into
offect. But that is another White
House claim that has now lost all
credibility. -

Nixon’s plans included intensity-
ing “‘electronic surveillance and
penetration’’; stepping up ‘rail
coverage’’ (both recording address-
es, which is legal, and opening
mail, which is supposed to be 1
legal); dropping certain restrictions
on “‘swreptitious entry’’ (burglary),
and the improvement of *‘campus
sources'’, at that time restricted by
the minimum age of agents being
21.

‘Law & Order’ Nixon was inst-
ructed that some of these things
were *‘clearly illegal’’, but the dis-
cussion on feasibility centred not

code name, such-as “‘Gemstone’’.
Mr. Liddv was told to reduce the
cost. ... The operation, minus the
brothel and the kidnappings, was
finally approved by Mitchell (who
was then Attomey General, roughly
equivalent to Home Secretary) and
Magruder’’.

To the agents who did it, it was
just another routine ‘‘plumbing’’
job — nothing out of the ordinary.
These men, such as the neander
thall Cuban exile who was persuad-
ed that his targets wanted to ‘‘des-
ecrate the grave of J. Edgar
Hoover'' were used to turning their
hands to such jobs.

And possibly others too. One of
the most mafia-like revelations cir-
culating in the US papers is of a
plane crash in Chicago last Decem-
ber in highly suspicious circum-
stances. Among the 44 people kill-

sd was the wife of Howard HUnt (ON€ e

of the break-in men); she was at
that time involved in trips around
the country to distribute ‘hush
money’ and was carrying $40,000
traceable to Watergate: these bills
disappeared from the wreckage. The
plane’s altimeters were found to be
punctured, the ‘‘glide control’ on
the runway assigned to the plane
was shut down, and the pilot was
reported to have died from cyanide
poisoning.

LABYRINTH

In the official investigation,
which concluded that the crash was
due to natural causes, the airline
was represented by none other than
Dwight Chapin — & recent White
House aid. The investigation is
now heing re-opened.

The money to finance these act-
ivities came from campaign contrib-
utions bordering on hribes, given
in return for the dropping of judic-
ial investigations, or in expectation
of government favour. The election
funds issue is in itself a labyrinth
of scandals and illegality, which
the Senate hearings will start on in
September.

One little financial tableau
needs no investigation to trace it
back to Nixon himself: that is, the
expenditure of £880,000 out of pub-
iic funds on Nixon's private houses
in Florida and California. Among
the items stated to have been nec-

essary ‘‘to assist the Secret Service being left intact.

in its mission to protect the Presid-
ent, and to help Mr. Nixon fulfill
his national security responsibilit
ies, were:

New central heating (£5,400);
landscaping and sprinkler system
(£31,000); new paving, picture
frames and roof tiles (bugsproof, no
doubt): fertilizer, tree trimming and
‘landscape maintenance’’ ( £10,830),
a flagpole (£234), and ice-making
machine, swimming pool cleaner,
colf-carts, and £31,540, for repairs
and maintenance.

Nor is Watergate itself over —
witnesses and ‘hostile’ senate Ctiee
members have been liberally smear
ed and threatened even while the
smear and bugging industry is under
investigation.

LIMITS

But just how much of it is under
investigation? The Senators have
been noticeably lax in questioning
witnesses when the answers go
beyond the narrow limits of what
the Republicans did to the Democ-
rats. They have no interest in exp-
osing, and possibly thereby damag-
ing, the secret activities against
the left and the black movement —
which is far more serious and dead-
ly than the harrassment of people
like Paul Newman, Leonard Bem-
stein, Kenneth Galbraith, Robert
McNamara and Clark Clifford, which
so shocked the Committee.

It now in fact looks as if Nixon
might well be allowed to ride out
the whole affair, though a majority
of Americans agree that he is guilty
of, at the very least, conspiring to
pervert the course of justice and
buy the silence of witnesses. R
Though his and the White House'S
state ments have been deeply seilf-
contradi ctory (compared with John
Dean’s vestimony which stood up
to 4 days’ cross-examination), he
is probably going to be left in the
White House because the Republic-
ans do not want their man impeach-
ed, and the Democrats prefer to
fight a discredited Administration
rather than an untainted (if unpop-
ular) one at the next elections. So,
while others are left to take the
rap, the instigator and inspirer of
Watergate — the law and order Pres-
ident — stands a good chance of

RACHEL LEVER

on the morality or ethics of using
such methods, but on the fact that
the advantages seemed to outweigh
the risk of disclosure.

John Dean states that parts of
the plan were put into effect, and
few people doubt that this 1s so.

The Watergate burglaries them-
selves were planned as a cheaper
and simpler alternative to an elab-
orate plan by Gordon Liddy to
have various delegates to the Dem-
ocratic Convention in Miami seduc-
' ed and/or abducted, using a float-

' ing brothel and high class prostit-
utes (“‘the best in the business’’\.

‘‘Mr. Liddy offered a series of
“flip-charts’’, cards on which the
details of each proposal were print-
ed together with the budget and a i
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ARE YOU FED UP WITH RENT include students and single immig-
increases, with living 14 floors from rants. They’s rather aid the more
the ground, the mould in the ward- powerful landlords by eliminating S0 or 100 houses might go under the
robe and the couldn’t-care-less the only safeguard tenants had, the | er in one session, bought by
council? Many private and council  rent control. With the 1972 Housing fnvestment companies for quick re-
tenants have decided to pack up and Finance Act, one and a quarter mil- sale with or without improvements —
buy their own home, to become owner lion tenants are taken out of rent often without, now that they can
occupiers. control, allowing rents to triple with make a quick few thousand just in
Inflation and the Tory housing Tory blessings. (But remember, it the time it takes to sell again, with-
policy has forced so many into this was Labour who introduced the “Fair oyt lifting a finger.
situafion, causing an unnatural Rents'’’ fiddle). The same Act of In reply to enquiries, the usual
pressure for owner-occupation and  course affects council tenants, cutt- gngwer comes back — “*We don’t

house to double its price in one year,
Auction selling is on the increase —

producing a bonanza for those comp- ing direct housing subsidies by know the property. We only own it
anies (and I bet your MP's a director £120 million by 1978. for investment purposes.*’ Tn London
of one) lending money at exorbitant But the options for working you couldn’t buy a kennel for £5,000.
interest rates, and for the construct- peopie are closing in. Housing costs Parts of houses ~ *“flats’! — are
ion firms (we’ve seen their matey have risen continually and at a faster going for £15,000 and over.
links with state officials in the rate than any other commodity, and
Poulson affair: and stay tunes for much faster than wages. Houses
more to come!). have on average increased in price’ BLE AK
The capitalist-created ‘housing by 47% in the last year.
problem’ was recently discussed in The average wage-earer spends
a symposium at Manchester Univers- 13% of annual income on housing, For those in council houses , the
1ty’s Architecture Department. Some pensioners spend 25%, but those picture is bleak and bureaucratic,
amazing facts were revealed, eaming £4,000 a year or overneed  wjth people at the mercy of remote
spend only 7%or less. | planners who never have to exper-
REWARDS If we compare wages with house  jence their handiwork or bring up
prices, the situation becomes clearer. their children in the environment they
Planners talk of 4 groups: If wages had gone up since, say, decree for others.
Owner-occupiers — 53% of house- 1938 by as much as houses, then the At the Manchester symposium the
holders. ~ average wage today would be £90 2 Chief planning officer for Liverpool,
Council tenants — 30% week. And, since building workers  F. . Amos, showed how even local
Unfurnished private tenants — 8% ~ duite obviously don’t eam anything  planners are manipulated by remote
Fumished tenants — 8%, Like that (or they wouldn’t have been eontrol, in this case how government
Naturally, if any ruling class demanding £30 last summer) thet  gunsidies for house building affect
party wants to gain support from the rather scotches the idea that workers' Joca) authorities. |
largest group, it'll make sure they =~ Wages cause inflation! For instance, the 1961 Tory Hous-
recelve the best aid, the biggest sub-  Increases in cost have also been  ing Act offered the biggest subsidies
sidies. So, owner-occupiers get the blamed on increased land and site oy high-rise dwellings (blocks of
largest subsidy in the form of income development costs, but far more imp- flats) in areas with land problems.
tax relief for mortgages: this came  ortant than these are the incredible Originally Liverpool planners dec-
to £340 millions in 1972, and inc-  interest rates, for in Rritain housing jided that 140 PErsons per acre was
reased a few weeks ago to £355 is financed by borrowing. Of money  the maximum density they could ham-
millions with the Tory handout to spent on housing, only one sixth is anely impose. (More impersonally,
building societies. for the cost of the house, and the planners even talk of b.s.p.a. — bed
By comparison, less than half rest goes on paying interest on loans! scapes per acre). But in order to get
that amount, £160 million, was spent FOr instance, a £6,500 house bought as much money as possible in sub-
on council tenants. by a local authority now, will really sidies, they increased densities up
No party, of course, will bother ~ coSt £35,000 when interest is paid. to 300 b.s.p.a. The other alternative
v :th the weak private tenants, who _Above all, speculation is pushing that planners have gone in for in a
aie mostly low-income families but wrices sky high. It's not rare for 5 blg way in cities like Liverpool is
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by Richard Witts

the equally bleak overspill areas.

Most speakers saw good possibil-
ities in subsidising the improvement
of older houses. But even this was
being twisted to suit the small-time
property companies and the wealthy
landlords. Landlords have been get-
ting grants, improving housing and
putting up rents; or else splitting
them into flats and selling each one
for the price of the whole house. A
Manchester builder builds houses
sub-standard, and then gets an imp-
rovement grant to rectify the faults!

In Liverpool prior to 1968, applic-
ations for these grants averaged 200
a year, now it's around 4,000 applic-
ations. But Amos explained that the
number of houses improved can’t go
above 2,500 a year anyway, because
the big building firms aren’t interest-
ed and they can’t increase the number
of small huilders.

No, the big construction firms are
only interested in the largest scale
work, which is the construction of
offices, and of nice new motorways
up to the city centres with thousands
of feeder roads involving the demolit-
ion of ‘slum’ areas. £3,400 million
is being spent on road construction
this year, despite the small number
of car owners (70% of Manchester
householders have no car).

In Salford it was reported, 3,000
houses have been demolished for
Yamiles of feeder road. Don't ment-
ionfree and better public transport:
there’s no profit in that!

And then when they’ve knocked
down the ‘slums’, you can send the
people to those barracks called
estates — a clever way of dividing
communities, imposing ready-made
restrictions, new-look rents for new-
look houses. What a lot of money
for building bosses, demolition dir
ectors, landowners, and the building
society blouvdsuckers ! They're all
well organised to exploit us in every

way,



FOR THOSE not totally carried
““‘Lambton

away by headlines like

Sex Drug Fetish Confession’’. the
Lambton affair focussed attention
on a number of other things, that
the press is a lot less happy to

-exploit,

In particular, the hypocritical

and unctuous talk about p
raged those who have bee

rivacy en
n fighting

off the Social Security’s sex spies.
While the outery raged because
illicit bedroom capers of the gentry

had been splashed around

by the

professional snoops of the press,

workers are supposed to t

hink it

quite right and proper that the goy-

emment itself s

———— -

hould employ 400

—

o0 HUMILIATING

The liberal creting who thought that

8porting contact would soften the

policles of
African rac
examining thelr illusions
Because South Africa did

the incorriglble South
Ists must have been re-

last week.
send a

multi raclai athletics team abroad

- and showed that an
team could be Just as rac
white-oniy one:
tour, the
made to act
of the team,

‘Integrated’

ist as a

for throughout the
black team members were
as porters for the rest
and were also degraded

and humiiiated in the allocation of

accomodation,

Meanwhlle, back In the Father-

land, players (white only,

at Johannesburg’s select
are having to do the

The African ‘caddies’
ing to work after sjambok
and an electrified

golf club

Ir own carrying.

are refus-
whips

cattie prod were

used against men hustlng for work.

Said a spokesman for the
race club: **it is humliiat
bring in

master-
ing to

an overseas visitor and

have to fight off the crowds of men

wanting to carry for us’’

The 6 defondants In the Pretoria

‘terrorism’ trla! were last

sentenced to terms

for ‘plotting’ to change th

—~ a system such that its
demanded the 6 prove the

cence.

week

of up to 15 years

is system
‘lustice’
ir inno-

of course)

men to spy on women receiving
Social Security to see if they have
a man in their bedroom.

The bureaucratic reasoning
behind this vile practice {8 that
aiy woman with a boyfriend must
be being %kept’ by him: and in fact
that he is paying for the upkeep of
her children too.

In cases where ‘‘cohabitation’”
is ‘proved’ (with the aid of behing-
the-hedge binoculars and probing
enquiries around the neighbourhood)
4 woman can be cut off without s
penny for either herself or her
children.

It has not been generally public-

ised that, by contrast, women living |

And in nelghbowlg Rhodes|a
3 Afrlcans were last week hanged

for possessing tirearms. |

When the Creek Royals were deposed
a few weeks back, The Times
carried a tearful article speculating

A 0N how the ex-king was going to
B make out for a few bob. Me Wes,

after all, losing £120 miliion worth
of property in CGreece, not to ment-
ion the £6,000 a month he’s been

getting from the Coionels since he

. went into exile.

Would he, perhaps, have to take
a job in a factory, as his father had
done when he was deposed?

Well, what wowld you do if you
were suddenly cut off with only a
villa In Rome and jewellery worth
£2 million; 8

L]

While Lord George Brown was glv-
Ing out the prizes In a ‘“Working
Together’’ cempetition recently,
Lord Brockway was resolutely pur-
suing the tight for soclalism on the
barricades of the House of Lords.
And having, he thought, perhaps
persuaded their lordships that soc-
lalism was quite a good Idea, he
put down a motion ‘‘urging the Gov-
ernment to give a lead towards
soclallsm’’,

Where vsould the cause be with
out stalwarts like this... |}

L]

London girls answering any of the
numerous ads. for jobs in the Clty
as ‘‘girlcFriday’’ should perhaps
bear In mind that the original Man
Friday was ... a slavelji§

L]

Englneering workers in the Man-
chester area will remember the
hame of Scraggs. For it was at
Erest Scraggs and Co. that the
first settiement was si¢ned in |ast
year's sit-Ins for a pay and shorter
hours clalm. Scraggs workers
settied for the money and a smal|
cut in hours.

14 months later, how are things
ar Scraggs? For the workers, the
hours are a few minutes a day
shorter; and the money’s about the
same as before the settiement, after
the last year’s rices in rents. fares,

food and everything else.

on maintenance from their separated
or divorced husbands get a different
deal. In their cases, a Court will
not necessarily assume that any
man they live with is keeping them.
A legal expert recently advised his
Client, a divorced woman -with
children, who was living with a
man, that she could well expect a
court to order her ex-husband to
Keep up the same payments to her.
He cited a case where, as he said,
*the Court was primarily concemed
with the financial aspect, rather
than the moral implications . .. and
as the wife's sexual intercourse
had made no difference to her fin-
ancial situation, it provided no
valid ground for varying (i.e. reduc-
Ing) the maintenance Order of the
Court. L

You don’t find that sort of cone-
lusion expressed by S.S. officials]

And the advice continued: ‘“Even
if the wife were unable to persuade
the court that she was receiving no
financial advantage from the man
she was living with, that is a far

] DR TY ] TR
Y5 (474
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And for the Scraggs bosses?
Thelr recentiy published annual
Report shows that nrofits have
exactly doubled B

[

Whern ambitious young gigolo Slater,
Walker was jilted at the altar by

the middie aged maiden Hil| Samuel,
they put out a calm and dignified
statement saying they didn’t think
married life would suit them.

But behind the calm there was
another story, with Slater, Walker
threatening Writs on the Sunday
Times for publishing a guide to this
Finance Company’s 100 odd other
‘marriages’,

:
The bourgeolsie really does have
everything sewn up. If napaim
bombs, nuclear threats, puppet pol-
lce/army regimes, CIA skulduggery,
and corruption of tocal potentales
and bureaucrats isn't enough o

safeguard their overseas investments,

there's always Insurance to fail
back on.

An ad. in the classier papers
asks - ‘'Comes the revolution,
who'd protect your overseas invest-
ments?’’, and goes on to promise
insurance cover against war, revol-
ution, exproprlation, or restrictions
on what they sedately call *‘rem|st-
ances’’ — e the life-blood that imp-
erialism drains out of the rest of
the world. ._

Well, at least they have nearly
everything sewn up, :

For, who will put up Insurance
against expropriation of home in-
vestments, ‘‘come the revolution”’
...Nere?
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f Members of the Black Workers’ Movement leading a 300-strong
demonstration in South London to
treatment of three black youths, one only 14,
clash with police at Brockwell Park.

cry from the court coming to the
conclusion that the man was in fact
assisting her in the financial sup-
port of the chiidren’’,

SO once again we find that there
is one law for the rich and ancther

for the poor.
If you're middle class, and happy

to screw whatever you can out of
your one-time husband, then you're
not regarded as a ‘kept woman’ if
you live with another man.

Bt if your ex-husband happens
to be on the dole and paying you
nothing; or if he’s a working man
and paying you all he can afford,
and it isn’t much at all: or if you
have no wish to burden him down
with maintenance payments that
make it impossible for him to make
a new life — then woe to you, for
you have committed the crime of
being poor. And for that, the sent-
ence of the court is that every
bureaucratic twist is visited upon
you and your relationships are
degraded into cash ‘commodities’.

____________
S L,

;;;;

R !

protest the brutal police

J.W.ANK

The self-importance these days of
the International Soclallsts, and
thelr paper Sociallst Wcrker, Is
growing beyond bounds. in the
latest |ssue, SW sets up the treat:
ment of its reporters as having more
Interest to its readers than the dec-
isions of the AUEW policy confer
ence.

The conference — which voted,
among other things, for a no comp-
ensation amendment to its national-
isation resolution and for the resc-
Inding of the 1971 Immigration Act,
and put a ban on Its President's
participation In Government talks
-~ got no report In SW,

instead, there was a story about
the fact that its reporters weren’t
allowed Into the confersnce. */sy
regrets that it is unable to publish
a report of this week’s conference
of the AUEW,

While we deplore the fact that
they were kept out, there were sure-
ly secondary sources of informaiion
on which to base a report. The
major part of SW's foreign reportage,
and probably much of Its home and
Industrial news, is made up from
such secondary sources.

This latest plece of nouveau-
riche ostentation, more in the style
of the Workers’ Press, wiif not be
lost on the growing body of opinion
in 1.S. which is critical of SW's
present priorities: first priority
swank, last priority politics. N




“IT’S YOU THEY'RE AFTER.
It’s an attack on everyone in
dispute... in North Wales we
won't win by ourselves, but
with the support of the move-
ment we can win — as over the
Pentonville Five’’ |
That’s how Barry Scragg and
Ivor Lloyd, members of the Def-
ence Committee for the 24 North
Wales building workers who
have been victimised for picket-
ing, put it to Liverpool Trades

DEFEND THE NORTH WA

COM

Council - mﬁ&. supported five

And at last thé message
seems to be getting through.

pool, and Camden Trades Counc-

workers charged with

| oaspiracy to tre
Lambeth, Glasgow, Liver cmwl lmé. spass in &

{1s have already set up commiti- SOL IDARITY

ees to organise thé defence of

the 24. The Building Workers’ This picture is a welcome
Charter movement is also giving  change. p-me work of solidarity
more active support. ' mo far has fallen more to small

The last Charter Editorial left-wing groups — mainly Work-
Board decided that North Wales ers’ Fight and the IMG — than
Charter should organise a conf- to organisations like Charter,
erence on the North Wales 24.  ~ the Liaison Committee, or Liv-
Charter has declared that the erpool Trades Council.
defence of picketing is its main And even today the official
campaigning issue for the mom-  union leadership is openly sab-
ent, and appointed Pete Carter  otaging the defence effort. In a
to coordinate local defence letter to all UCATT branch sec-
committees. | retaries, general secretary

The Liaison Committee for George Smith says he 1s going
the Defence of Trade Unlons to report Lambeth Trades Counc-
has decided to give support to {1go the TUC for the ‘crime’ of
the 24, and to hold an autumn setting up a defence committee
conference around the issue of and a fund for the 24. He in-
the 24 and of Phase 3. UCATT = structs union branches not to
in Birmingham, and the Labour give money to support the 24,
Party in Birmingham and Cov- who are being prosecuted for
‘entry, have algo expressed official plcketing.
support. | The Trades Union Congress

And in Birmingham on 25 has already taken its stand, in
June, & 600-strong demonstrat- a letter to Flint Trades Council
ion, with Birmingham, Coven&y, (see WR 27)  ‘‘Trades Counc-
and Stoke Trades Councils ils should not encourage deleg-

A r———————

General Secretary: G.F.Smith, C.B.E, - o

Reference: GFS/HTP/LAMS ETH/645/73

TO: ALL BRANCHES

Dear Sir and Brother,

Lambeth Trades Council

20th June, 1973

At a meeting of the Executive Council this week their attention was drawn
to an appeal for money niade by the Lambeth Trades Council in connection with

charges rmade against 24 Building workers at Sh rewsbury Court.

The E.C. takes the strongest objection to the action of the Lambeth Trades

Council and is raising the matter with the T.U.C.

In the meantime the E.C. directs all Branches to ignore the Lambeth Trades
Council appeat and Branch Aid Funds should not be used to make any donations to
this appeal and would direct your attention to our circular Reference GFS/JK dated

»7th March 1873 “Branch Aid Funds — Donations’.

Yours fraternally,
G.F. Smith

General Secretary

ates ot affiliated branches to
take part in any industrial acti-
on 1o support of workers before
the court on charges arising
from the Act (the 1875 Act, on
which all 24 are charged)
unless requested to do 8o by
the National Executive Commit-

~ tees of the Unions concemed’’,

And the delay — since Feb-
ruary, when the 24 were arrest-
ed ~ In getting Broader support
is also a waming.

The failure of Charter up
until recently to make any con-
crete calls for support action
for the 24 was not due to forget-
fulness or absent-mindedness,
or even lack of concern (some
of it8 own members are among
the 24). The Communist Party,
which controls Charter, is habit-
ually and persistently unwilling

MOLD TRIAL

Police interr
“| ike the Ge

UCATT UNION OF CONSTRUCTION, ALLIED TRADES AND }EI;“NIBIMS

9-11 MACAULAY ROAD, CLAPHAM, LONDON, SW4 0Q2 TEL: 01622 2362

ra of the 24 North Wales builliing
workers are already on trial at
Mold Crown Court on charges of
causing damage to property, of
'causing an affray and of intimid-

ation.
 These 8 will also face a

second trial in the Autumn when
‘all 24 together go for trial to
' Shrewsbury.
~ The fact that the government
has gone ahead with this trial

| shows that they are sticking to

their plans to use these trials
as part of a clampdown on the

right to picket.

~ As the Mold trial opened,
the forces on both sides were

~ |'clearly lined up. Police ringed

the Court. Defence counsel des-
cribed the Court as ‘‘under
siege’’ with police shoulder to
shoulder round the building. But
the objection that this would in-

On the workers’ side, they
| were supported by 600 -trade un-

| lonists, students and socialists

'at the o.ening of the trial. Some
nad travelled from as far as
Brighton and Scotland right into
wales. At least three Trades

- I Councils were represented (Ox-

ADOVe: the latest 1n a iine o1 stap-1n-the-DacCK instructions rom union

officialdom, which is actually worriea oy the growth of any mass movement
to protect its own members from legal vict_lnnsation. This letter has drawn

JGATT branch in Wrexham, Now more branches must defy this shameful

decree. Send your donation to: M.R. Wiiliams,
Yiew, Carmel. Holywell, Elimehire

1 Fford Pentre, Ocean

tord, Rotherham and South
Snields), and contingents inc-
luded building workers and car
workers, as well as Workers’
“Fight and IMG branches. And in
the Mold area, at least 4 sites
stopp,ed for the day.

8o far, the police appear to

timidate the jury was dismissed!

LES 24! DEFEND THE RIGH

v

to do anything which could
turb its alliance wih the I
wing of trade union official
That the defence commi
have.been set up, that the
ort has been given, is exce
But it is still necessary fo
itants to fight to make sure
it is active support — not

paper supporf,

STOPPAGES

Defen ce committees mu
tormed in all areas — throu
Trades Councils if possibl
not through Union district
ittees or individual Union

~ branches or Charter groups

They must organise meetir
tours of workplaces, colle
delegations to demonstrati

be basing their case on t
main planks.

The first stems indire«
trom the Industrial Relati
Act, where the Prosecutic
dwelt at length on the fac
the men were organised i
official action committee:
the influence of the Builc
workers' Charter which *
run by trade union officia

This is a real key to t
itical nature of the trials
line with the Government
attempt to bludgeon such
and file and spontaneous
as flying pickets. And it
key to the continuing anc
ashamed hostility to the
dants shown by the leade
and officials of their owt
union (UCATT) and the '

The second thing the
appear to be relying on i
ence produced by their o
imidation.

On the second day|of
trial one of the Prosecut
star witnesses, in Court
questioning about a sign
ment of his, said he had
signed because police ir
ation had been ‘‘“1ike the
Gestapo’’. He had been |
until 11 at night, and si
statement without readir
properly because he war
get out.

And one of the Defen
Gwyn Roberts, told a si
story, of not being allow
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leaflettings. They must push
resolutionis through union
branches, Labour Party wards,
and Trades Cbuncils demanding
active support from the unions,
the TUC, and the L.abour Party.

On 23 July we must mobilise
for the next time the Birmingham
militants come up in court.
Already the trial of seven of
the 24 has started in Mold, and
will go on for two to six weeks.
All 24 will be on trial in Shrew-
sbury in the autumn, for three to
five months, at a date yet to be
fixed. |

For the autumn, we must pre-
pare such a massive campaign
of protest and stoppages as
will force the Tories to retreat
as they did over the Pentonville

Five,

London bullding workers at a meeting called in support of the N.Wales 24

Protest the

Ligue Communiste

. JUSTIFY his Govern-  choose to refuse permission to. Order). It was a demonstration of
nent’s ban on the French Tiotsky- mass waves of helmeted police, racialists, demanding a total ban
st organisation the “Ligue Com-  carrying riot shields, batons, rifles on immigrants into France. Ordre

nuniste’ (announced on Juse 28th and sometimes sub-machineguns, Nouveau is a mainly student organ-
French Foreign Minister Jobert descend on demonstrators, beating isation which has specialised In
said: ‘‘What the Ligue Communiste and clubbing some of them sense-  beating up left wingers and immig-
did to the police is unforgiveable’’. less and arresting anyone they can rant workers and campaigning ag-

What the Ligue Communiste, grah, including onlookers and ainst immigrents.
and others, did to the police was  passers by. The article described Both Ordre Nouveau and the
in fact to wound 63 of them in a one occasion when the numbers of L.G. have been banned, but observ-

| pitched battle in the centreof  people arrested and wounded out-  ers believe that the real target is
Paris: sixteen ended up in hospital, numbered the size of the original the L.C,- the biggest group to thie
nine with serious burns from Molot-  demonstration. -' left of the reformist Communist
ov cocktails, So many journalists have been Party. The truth is that there is a

The police received this *ill-  badly beaten up on such occasions rising tide of working class milit-
treatment’® whilst guarding a dem~  that the Police Department now ancy in France, and that is why
onstration. assigns detectives to protect-rep-  the Ligue has been banned.

The heavily armed French pol-  orters! And in tum, many plain Rritish socialists and trade un-
ice do not usually find themselves clothes detectives, not quick . jonists must protest at this move
in the role of defending demonstrat- enough on the draw with their against revolutionaries in France.

! 1ons. In fact they are notorious for badges, have suffered brutal ass- Join the demonstration on Saturday
the brutality with which they aults from their colleagues! July 7th, 3pm at Hyde Park. Picket
normally lay into demonstrations. No, the Paris police are not French consulates, and send resol-

A British Sunday newspaper accustomed to protecting demonst-  utions of protest ffom your union
recently described what normaily  rators!But this demonstration was  branch and political organisation.
different. It was organised by the
JACKIE CLEARY

happens on any demonstration in
Paris which the Police authorities fascist group Ordre Nouveau (New

'CYNTHIA BALDRY.

tapo”

leave the police station until he
had done what the police wanted.
Whilst evidence abounds,of
police intimidation, the flying
picket which went to the Brenig
site in North Wales, where the
offences are alleged to have
taken place, had no need to int-
imidate anyone. The site had
previously come out on strike
in response to an earlier flying
picket, but had gone back in the
mistaken belief that the strike
was over.
- But whatever the Court def-
ence in this case, the main task
is to build a solidarity move- ~ . o e
ment for the defence of the 24 .
and of the right to picket. This
movement will be built outside
the Courts, in the labour move-
We must work to build a . o TR . | .l _ |
movement capable of calling i | D . 4
widespread stoppages, not only B w0 e it D" .
in North Wales, for the Autumn, o ot . . «
when the trial of all 24 starts.
And it must be on the basis e o
of solidarity until all the chargesSEEEGEE IS I h A c Al oy ‘_
are dropped. | e Ry Mo, > e I 0
At a meeting after the dem- e O | e T . il Tl SN
onstration in Mold, cut short by [ F . K T Iy W o O ) g
rain, it was decided to hold a k. ot P, T ‘ * ‘
rally in London 10 days before . ” e W R o T
the trial in Shrewsbury starts. | >
The 24, with supporters, would
then march 18 miles a day to
Shrewsbury, calling for solidar-
ity along the way. The march
would finish up in what must be

a mass demonstretion in
Shrewsbury.

<o T
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~ CAETANO GET OUT !

- | DEMONSTRATION
j Sunday 15th July 2.30 pm
Charing Cross Embankment
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1, VTR R by Clive Bane
use for westem ‘neo-colonial’
subtlety. Rather, it can employ
western napalm in Airica instead.

The cost of defending its African
territories is over 509, of Portugal's
national budget. This has to be
backed up, how ever, by large-scale
‘ald’ from NATO, Portugal cannot
even make toy planes, let alone the
jets it uses in Africa.

Portugal uses Italian planes,
German radios, American bombs, etc
in its war operations, while the
respective capitalist nations exploit

PORTUGAL IS TODAY'S ‘SICK . That all is not well in the rep-
man’ of Imperialism. Its colonies,  ublic of Portugal is hardly surpris-
Angola and Mozambique in Southeérn - ing. For over 40 years the country
Africa and Guine (Bissau) in West - has been under the heel of the vic-
Africa are in open revolt. Ineach - lous fascist dictatorship, first of
country the guerilla armies which - Salazar and now his former hench-
form the spearhead of the national- ‘man, Caetano. Since 1926 they have
ist movem'ents.-*are,'li.bEratingf‘lar"gef.;-"-,_;-.‘efljoyed?'thei support and protection
- chunks of territory from the control - of the local ruling class and for-
of the occupying power, - elgn imperialism. The dictatorship,
A joint committee of nationalist  akin to the Spanish and Greek var-
forces, PAIGC of Guine, FRELIMO leties, has repressed the struggles
of Mozambique ana MPLA of = Of workers and peasants, Trade
Angola, unites the struggle to rem-  unions are illegal as are political

ove the colonialists from the face  parties, and a brutal secret police Africa’s soil and African labouyr.
of Africa. - maintains rule by terror and intim- Ihis situation was summed up
Portugal’s dirty little wars in idation. o quite succinctly in a Financial

 The Caetano clique use force
on a greater scale in the colonies
to keep them firm in their shaky
saddle. They cannot ‘decolonise’
because titey cannot ‘neo-colonise’,
~ As a backward country Portugal
‘lacks sufficient capital to exploit
‘her colonies Indirectly, relying on
the service charge it makes from
allowing the richer nations to
- exploit them,

Times investment survey last year,
headed: ‘‘Steady economic progress
but the war drags on.*’

For over 600 years Britain has
been the major imperialist ally of
Portugal. Boih countries have work-
ed hand in hand in the slave trade,
the pillage of raw materials and the
violent suppression of the colonial
peoples. These are the fundamental
features of the Alliance, despite
the many contradictions which often |
occurred between the two countries.

English treaties with Portugal
ensured the latter’s political indep-
endence from Spain, but in return

Africa deed to be spotlighted, esp-

- eclally now that Caetano, fascist

~ dictator of Portugal, intends to
visit Britain next month to celeb-
rate 600 years of ‘alliance’ between
Portugal and Britain. The official
cant of the ceremonials must be
answered, = S

Ihe ‘sick man’ status of Port-

ugal is a key to the continuing col-
onial wars. Are the Portuguese | |
operating a longer time-scale for Its agency services to imperial-
‘decolonisation’ than the larger - ism are in fact the key to Portugal’s
colonial powers, such as Britain - presence in Africa and the survival
and France, which in the past 20 . - of its economic system. Imperial-
years have given up their right to. 1sm's guard dog therefore has no

g;i??directly in most p&r'éSOf, ‘q : | SOme of | Portugal .’s
Semi-colony| Political Prisoners

seriously ill with spinal troubles.
Jose Pedro Soares is g young worken
conscripted into the Army. Arrested
by the military police for insubord-
ination, he was then handed over

o the civil-political police. At their
hands he suffered 820 hours of int-
errogation, was kept without sleep
for a total of 21 days and nights

and kept in solitary confinement
for 79 days. Still unbroken after all
that, which also included numerous
Severe beatings, he was told by his
interrogator: ‘“I shall be in court as
your prosecution witness to get for
you “‘security measures’’, renew-
able every six months on our orders
after your sentence expires. You
are going to spend the rest of your
life in jail.”

Dias Lourenco — 36 year old work-
ers’ leader, has spent over 14 years
In jail, and was also sentenced in
1862 to 17 years in jail for his part
in the clandestine anti-fascist
movement. B

Jose Magro — at 58, he has spent
over-18 years of his life in jgil for

- The unusual thin g about Portuge
as a colonial power is that {t isa
boor country itself. In many res-
pects it is far poorer than the
African territories, and occupies &
semi-colonial status in relation'to
the major imperialist countries,.
Portugal has certainly the poorest | |
economy in Europe. For the mess- | political offences. He is at present

- of the population it is just & quest-| serving a 16)2 year sentence, and

- {on of havi g enough to eat to stay |is suffering from nervous complaints,
alive. - { Rogerio de Carvalho — 51 years old,

~~ Disease is rampant and 40% of - { he has spent 12 years in jail. He

~ the population cannot read or write, suffers from a serious bone disease.

- The wars in Africa, despite official| 1ido Esteves has spent nearly eight
bropaganda, are not well supported, | years in jail. The five-year sent-
and many Portuguese emigrate | ence given him in 1965 has long
industrial Europe to avoid poverty | ago expired, but he continued to be
anc conscription, although emigrat- | kept in under the fascist state’s
ion is illegal. ““security measures’’. He also is

the Portuguese economy was sub-
ordinated to the expanding power
of English capital. Portuguese sup-

port of Nazi Germany during the

War did nothing to upset the
Alliance, The Portuguese regime

‘even went to the extent of declar-

ing 2 national day of mourning when
it heard of Hitler’s death!

British investments in Portugal
and her colonies now run at over
£300 million. It is easy to see why
British capitalists are keen to ret-
ain the Alliance,

Apart from the big investments,
the colonies of Africa, especially

-~ Angola and Mozambique, are strat-

eglc in the defence of the Apartheid
state of South Africa where there
are of course even bigger invest-
ments.. The Portuguese colonies

are used as buffers against the black
nationalist movements pressing from

the north,
South Africa itseif does not just

stand and watch. It lends highly
frained mercenaries and advanced
equipment to the Portuguese to
help them put down the guerillas.
They also certainly take part in
bomber raids, using napalm and
chemical warfare. For South Africa
it is both a training ground for the
future, and a vitally important
struggle to contain a potentially
contagious situation.

The United Nations recently
recognised the Liberation move-
ments as the true govemments of
their respective countries. The vote
was 96 to 6 (among these latter,
Britain),

In the territories where they have
control, the liberation movemrents
have set about reconstruction,
bringing in land reform and estab-
lishing education and health sery-
ices. They are gradually pushing
back back the areas of white dom-
ination — the unliberated Zones,

The guns of African liberation
have forced the 600,000 strong
Portuguese amy into retreat, We
must do all we can to aid the Africa
liberation moverrent to tumn that
retreat into a rout.

Alliance

Next month the imperialists will
celebrate the 800th anniversary of
their Alliance. And it is at this
Alliance that the latest campaign
against Portugal’s rulers is being
aimed., |

The End the Alliance campaign

1s a coalition of liberal, socialist

and anti-imperialist groups. While
concentrating on the Alliance and
the celebrations surrounding it, it
also gives support to the liberation
movements, and is also keen to draw
attention to the terrible repression
in Portugal itself.

Unfortunately, they got off to g,
bit of a lame start, with petitions to
the Duke of Fdinburgh before he
visited Portugal. As one black mil-
itant remarked, ‘"The Duke of Edin-
burgh is irrelevant. Everyone Knows
he cares more about wild animals

{ in Africa than abou, Africen people

- except as a source of profits. "’

What'’s more important is for the
labour movement {n this country to
organise in practical solidarity,
and where possible with industrial
action, to ald the working people
of Portugal and the nationalist
fighters of ‘Portuguese’ Africa to
deal with their oppressors — and
in doing so, to strike a blow against
‘our own’ ruling class.

End the capitalist Alliance with
fascist Fortugal!

Create a fighting alliance of
workers and revoiutionaries agalinst
the oppressors!
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THE FUTURE OF THE TORIES’'  therefore caught between their to retaii food prices and the other
§. . .. . attempts to hold down wages rem-  visw of the need to take part in the {g selective food subsidies. If no
raf . ains in the balance. Despite the = Mmachinery of the state and the obstacles exist in the form of
" defeat of sections of workers, who  Pressure from their own members.  digq reement nn retrospective pay-
were forced to fight alone against  But to head off anupsurge of rank  ment for those who did especially
Phase 2, the Govemment has only  0d file militancy, they have to badly under Phase 9, it is unlike-
gained a temporary reprieve and is obtain something from the govem- ly that the TUC would reject such

% L

.......
I

; ~ essentially faced with the same bal- vn;eggr;v{uch cen presented as a a ?I‘;hd‘age't of the ement wiil
o ance of forces as be.ore. If the talks coninue therefore, . ceneteieeg around :t‘;lreendment of
So the possibility of the effective i i likely that non-economic issues the L R. Act. There are some
' | use of incomes policy to discipline gych as the amendment of the ameridmenté to which the Tories
| the working class depends on Phase LR.Act will become central if 8y oro'he 0 means opposed. The
L 3 and our response to it. deal 18 to be made. The Torles are @ 4noonine Fimplovers’ Federation
N | The talks between the TUC and  lucky in that in this field they have has also named some changes it
s i the Torles thus take on a vital a whole variety of gimmicks — showy would like to see. Although the
importance. The GQovemment enters but meaningless — to pull out of the TUC's demand for non-operation
the talks with less economic room to bag: ‘workers’ participation’ has for g obviously not acceptable, the
manoeuvre than it had last autumn, example been suggested. Torles will probably try to make it
They have & boom - but it has add- more palatable for the TUC leaders.
ed new prohlems, such as huge bal- There are several amendiments
ance of paymerts deficits, and not which could do this without
really solved the old ones. Last | undermining the fundamental aims
month saw the rate of inflation go As far as the pay part of the of the Act. One is the creation of

~deel is concemed, certain types of some body, which would act as a
;b:\; &h:;é:},w&f b%:;n‘m? ttl;eeann- incomes policy are automatically  buffer between private individuals
total incraese in prices over the last ruled out by the fact that,as the and the NIRC. This would stcp
year to 8.%% Times put it,‘’ the actual or implied people such as Goad creating
Nobody should therefore expect  1omm for pay Increases must be if  embarassing situations for the
meny concessions on pay in Phase possible lower than the effective  Governuent. The NIRC woild
3, As CRI chief cmpgn Adamson S%Mder Phase 2 This mekes it remain totally intact to be used at
' it there is ‘lttle left in th most unlikely that another normof the behest of the Government.
put it, there 1s ok € the £ 1plus 4% type will be set Other concessions are possible
natlonal chest for higher real Incom o5'the TUC cannot accept a lower  on points of minor importance for
es”. He went on (o say that the nom. A reversion to the type of the working of the Act. The EEF
Phase 3 norm wmﬂd therefore be incomes policy operated by Labow has suggested the removal of the
(. e “very low indeed”’. is also impossible because the use ineffective ban on the closed shop
. L g On the other hand, the Torles of productivity as a criterion for  ard the substitution of the right to
. 1 face a basically undefeated trade wage increases makes it possible join a union for the right not to
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union movement, and the likelihood for employers to buy off workers at join one, Such ‘consessions’ will in
of a serles of large and militant local level and thus render attem~  no way hamm the attempt to integrate
strikes in the autumn, as the work- _ Dis af overall control ineffective.  the unions into the state. The same

- -3 is true of the ordering of cooling off
Robinson examines perlods and secret ballots.

These are measures which the
Tories want to get rid of simply
because they have been ineffect-
ive and provide good bargaining
counters. Far more fundamental is

i$ cne question of registration.

The Economist, echoing
Macmillan, wrote that: ‘¢ Some

form of registration must be
maintained... What they (the unions)
are challenging is the princi de
- o sl | | il that unions should to some degree
ing class tries to catch up with - ‘ ility’ and consider- Pe€ Publicly accountable for the
prices after Phase 2. They must E?igr? f(;? mieg wogld have WB«Y they are run. 'Ihat 1S a prin-
give some concessions to the TUC the same effect, and, although it {s ci_ple ﬂO- democratic govemment
o 1 if they are not to see their wages  |Jikely that the TUC will insist on  Should cede. Although regis-
| policy totally swébt away. some provision for the low-paid and Uation foms the basis of the Act,
. The Tories still have several — gr 56 which fell behind in Phases there remains the possibility that
" options open, however. It 18 likely o5 "the rories will try to confine  the form of registration can be.
that if Jones and Scanlon stay BWRY it specific listnf ‘special changed and some of the pe es
and the talks break down as a result, Ior non-registration removed.
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cases’.
a general election would be called o,
the issue of the economy and of the o gohtrex g?ézsaiegin:g tiaglesmww UG Y
_ ‘unreasonableness’ of the unions. introduction of threshold agree- L

| ments, in which wage increases are Non-registration of most unions
' u c tiedto the retail price index or has meant that the penalties
N [ [ soenlle part of it. The Tories would  have failed in their original aims .
weicome this as it would provide while the rignts given to registered
e TR If the talks do go on, they will an effective reduction in the norm,  ynjons, oﬁ;egn Smﬁh breakav%lays,
.yt tie the TUC down on wages, . . .c)eqd behind the facade of &  has made the life of many employ-
- While making paper concesslons  «ajr gystem. The only objection  ers more difficult. Thus there may
- elsewhere. This would probably  pyt by the TUC wren this was be some new form of registration,
- . mean & package consisting of thresh- first proposed by the Government  which removes some of the diff-
-~ old agreements and amendments t0  last artumn was that the suggested jculties of applying the Act that
¢ the Industrial Relations Act, poss- threshold was too low. The type of exist at the moment. Nothing
v . ibly with some alterations in the increase that would result can be more can be conceded as regis-
‘  Govemnment’s soclal policy. seen by using the threshol ds tration is the basis on which the

Such a package would also sult  proposed last autumn and assuming whole of the rest of the Act stands.
the trade union bureaucrats very an annual price increase of 120#%. Thus the Phase 3 package is
well. They could try to use the The TUC suggestion would have ~  most unlikely to alter anything
paper concessions they had obtalf» meant a wage rise of £ 2.25 and fundamental in the Act, but it will
' ed to show that a policy of talk the Tories’ £ 1.30, which would contain some concessions to win
ing to the Tories did really work  have cut the living standards of TUC support and disguise a shadv
_ ] and could thus try to defuse any anyone earning more than either deal on puy. As the Economist out
' |f vank and file movement against the ¢ 18.000r £ 10.40 respectively it, ** Workers’ management and :
Act or the Freeze. But to get such a The TUC are willing to accept thiS amendment to the LR.Act are :
- % package they have first to oven for two reasons : firstly, so as not  likely to be cosmetics®.. The ugly :
.. W come the opposition of many of to appear opposed to the ‘national  tanes of the NIRC and attempts to §
" wadll their members to their participation interest’ or ‘unreasonable’ and also eyt working class living standards !
E

" in the talks. As Scanlon found out, because it represents a move of remain behind the make up. This

¥. %% this is not easy, and this makes the power away from the shopfloor. makes attempts to force union

“we ..V calling off of the talks a real poss- Two specific proposals appear  leaders to withdraw from the talks
ibility. likely candidates for inclusion. ana prepararation for smashing

Both ‘Lefts’ and Rights are One is a threshold agreement tied  Phase 3, of vital importance. 5



- was in a number of cases sympath- ’ STOKE NEWINGTON 5 PAUL STOREY and
tic, all tral, and onl
ARMY Socasionally hostile. This fact in NOEL JENKINSON

R itself indicates a big change from ' -
the Union Jack waving mood very r
AT LOW | monienbmeiawwn

At the same time as doubts about sentences
the Ammy’s role spread among work-
ers, army morale has taken a severe TWO ‘NON-CASES' RECENTLY
buffeting. Recruiting to the amy
' morale has taken a severe buffeting.
OPPOSE The number of desertions is grow- up | e and Noel Jenkinson were refused
ing, and recruiting is down by half leave to appeal.
Council is followed to any extent, |s a5t week, has sinister implicat- |20 years for ‘mugging’. Fellow
the figures will continue to drop.  {j5ng for militants. By upholding the |building workers know that in that

The military band ended up with
a foreshortened concert of tradition- | 0 app
provided good examples of capital-
IR I SH on this time last year. And, if the |The decision to uphold the sent- Paul Sorey is the 16 year old
verdicts arrived at by the jury, the |industry there is a death every day

al tunes, to an audience of about 20.
ist ‘justice’. Both Paul Storey
example of South Shields Trades ence on four of the Stoke Newington |Birmingham building worker given

SOUTH SHIELDS judges have made the conspiracy  |due to the employers’ total lack of
 charge an even more convenient interest in anything but profit.
by Ron Vandy political weapon for the ruling class{ Noel Jenkinson was convicted
For South Shields TC has | The jury had convicted all five |of causing the explosion at the

..o  recently launched a drive against | accused without any clear guidance Aldershot barracks of the Parach-
%gﬁfmﬂ?ﬁstgghgfﬂaé t:I?)e gﬁgg. army recruitment. It intends to fight | about what ‘conspiracy’ meant, and | ute regiment which was responsible
e its departure for Ireland with a  2gainst the advertisements and réc- | retymed non-guilty verdicts on the for the murder of 13 unarmed civil-
S throteh the streets of Read-  Futing campalgns that exploit the  more definite charges.Moreover, 4 1ans in Defry eafly it 572 He 18
ing and a concert of martial music. high youth Lmemplo;é‘ment of such | of the people that those convicted |t0 serve 30 years in jail — whilst
In this way the Army top brass areas as the North East. were supposed to have conspired | the butchers of Derry were declared

‘ Ny They point out that a life of ful- § ;=4 w lared completel: ~{to have been innccent by a Tory
hoped to counter the mood mdlcat_:ed fillment, excitement and prosperity with were doc.,ar.e:ﬂ:gf)mp SEY tribunal which ignored the massive
in the 43,000 signatures on a petit- is promised, while nothing is said innocent by the jury. . . .
ion for the withdrawal of troops from ’ 5 The Court of Appeal has dec- | Weight of evidence against them.

. about the fact that young workers | e SR .
Ireland, which had been collected will be used to bludgeon and supp- lared its approval of the practice

- : AW : convicting with no evidence
RSt hqusey:lfe. d found ress members of their own class, gfhggggéigr f{}h than inr;uendo and

| itself being followed through the wooden box. the political peliefs <f the alleged
streets of Reading by 100 with The Trades Council plans to conspirators.
placards demanding that the troops picket recruiting centres, and dem- Hilary Creek, one of the Stoke .
et out of Ireland. The deronstrat- ands that recruiting be hanned from | Newington 5, is at present very ill. James ConnOIIJ)
ors gave out leaflets arguing their the area and its schools. It will Her illness is a direct result of
case. They stressed that they were itself leaflet schools to counter the prison life and the ten year sent- and

calling for the troops to be got out  Army’s propaganda. And it invites | €NcCe which has now been confirmed. ]
not on the racialist basis of ““why  local trade unionists and students | Despite reports from her doctor, the | [re[and Ky Struggle

should we waste our boys on these to help. appeal judges chose to put the "
mad Irish’’, but on the basis of the South Shields trades Council ' boot in and make sure that she has ]U”' Freedom
right of the Irish people to win calls on other Trades Councils to | little chance of recovery.
freedom from British domination follow its example. Socialists | These recent decisions show
and determine their own future for around the country will no doubt the need for a continued fight to
*hemselves. take the lead in proposing that their] Secure the release of these pohmca ‘
The response of the townspeople own Trades Council takes up this prisoners, and for the smashing of 10p plus 5p postage from:

of Reading to the demonstration call. ' the conshiracy laws. a8 Gifford St, London N.1

Only 2 mass national rank and file movement, linking up the different industries and
guiged by the ideas of revolutionary Marxism can, in this period, turn the trade unicns into
reliable instruments of working class interests, independent of the bosses’ state. |
We fight against the INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS ACT, against any incomes policy under
capitalism, and against any iegal restrictions on trade unionism.

] We fight against UNEMPLLOYMENT; for a national minimum wage ; for wirk or full pay;
against productivily bargaining.

[ 1 We fight to extend the power of workers tn control the details of their own lives in indusiy
here and now. We stand for the tight for WORKICRS' CONTROL, with the understanding that
‘it can be made a serious reality only in & workers’ state. We are against any workers’ ‘part-

' oy . —cpr -y ~ : icipation’ in managing their own exploitation upder capitalism.
[ | CAPTTALISM is inseparable from the exploitation by the bourgeoisie of the working class 1o An : e
7at home® and (since ‘advanced’ capitalism became imperialist) of the workers and peasants We believe that the’"PARLIAMENTARY ROAD TO SOCIALISM™15 a crippling 1ilusiof.
in the colonies and neo-colonies al . : The capxtghst class will not leave the stage peacefu}.h[, no ruling cla_.ss ever has. Sam.hsm
& is a vicious system geared to buttressing the strong against the weak, to serving the can be built only by smashing the capitalist state machine (army, police, civil service)

handful of capitalists against the millions of workers, and to Keeping many millions in which is the ultimqte defence of the .boss_&s’ power in society, and replacing it with a state
poverty so that a few may prosper. Capitalism exalts property and degrades life. It is at the- based on democratic Workers’ Councils.

root of the racialism which poisons and divides worker against worker. It is a system of THE LABOUR PARTY s a capitalist party in its ideas, its policies, and in its record in
massive waste and social disorganisation, at the same time as it forces the working class government. AL ithe same time, the bedrock organisations Of‘ the W0ﬂ<m§ class, the trade
Having once been progressive, in that it at least developed, in the only way then possible the Labouf Party an‘d the Unions, allowing the possibility of large scale active working
the productive resources of mankind, it is now a totally reactionary force in history. Its class participation in the party. _ o '
expansion after World War 2 gave it merely the appearance of health: in reality the boom was We relate to the Labour Party, therefore, not by simply denouncing It, but by attempting to
like the flush on a sick man’s face. Already economic expansion has given way to creeping advance the working class towards outgrowing and breaking through the particular stage In
e o o s ot WM, o ol o 7 (e Rl
TODAYmenﬂingdasscankeepmeirsystemgOingonlyatmeoostoflargescaleun- ve 11 or and equal ri r N, for female emancipation the male
employment and attempts to cut, the living standards of workers in the ‘rich’ parts of the domination which has co-existed throughout history with class society and which has its
world, of massive starvation and bloodshed in the ‘poor’ two thirds of the world, and of the roots 1n such_ society. We fight, in pamcular for the emancipation of women of our own
the ever-present threat of the destruction of humanity through nuclear war. clags. f;}lsflfenng aft ?I?Ubllz and”mple exploitation, who have been most accurately described
THE ONLY WAY OUT is for the working ¢lass to take power and to bring the resources R e s ar s T L
of the modermn economy under a rational working class plan, in place of the present unplanned We fight against RACIALISM and against immigration controls. We fight for the integration
.nd blind private profit system. Having overthrown capitalism and established social owner of immigrant workers info the labour movement and for a united front against capitalism,
:: “hip of the means of production, the working class will build towards a truly communist wt{;lst m(;poﬁchg the right of black minorities in Britaln to form defence leagues or indep-
| society, in whi ir~iple will be ‘‘From rdine to his ability, to each  endent political organisations.
% z‘éﬁ:f,ffmg‘"mw;ﬁghnfeégsﬁ the prir ~iple will be each according Y We give unconditional support to the spuggles of oppressed‘ peoples everywhere fighting
The working class has created political parties for this purpose — LABOUR PARTIES, against IMPERIALLSM, and to their organisations leading the fight.
COMMUNIST PARTIES, SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC PARTIES. But in country after country ([ British workers have — fundamentally —more in common with every single worker
these parties have joined capitalist govemments and managed capitalism. Tr.es have throughout the globe, irrespective of race, religion, or colour, than with the whole of the
betrayed the socialist aspirations of their working class supporters, tied the labour move- British ruling class. We see the fight for socialism as a world-wide struggie, necessitat-
ment to the bosses’ state, interest and ideology, and destroyed the political independence ing the 'g:reanop of a world revolutionary party, such as Leon Trotsky founded the Fbur@h
of the working class. ' International, in 1938u}ttho become. ﬁ pagdeuxm mt:cti g nmnms;ttreafmmof 'Imtskyimsrtz surglv;l
task i ' jalist party which will stand firmly for the interests ing from the 1938 Fourth Intemationa. 1s the 1 cretariat of the Fourth Intemation
of uT::,e mdunlgs ?&fmw&ﬁ‘gﬁs? ;108}%1518 a group 0(; revolutionary socialists, aiming to but that this organisation in some of its theories and .ouch of its practice (for examplie
build that partyiJa pa'xty which is democratically controlled by an active working class that of the British section) represents a degenerate form of Trotskyism. We fight for the
membership, which preserves its political independence and fights the ideological dominat- regeneration of the Fourth Intemational. ine ol st th tes of
ion of the raling class. cory of MARXISM heocy e o T intios onlled commuist: Which we con sider (o be degen
- . : t which KRN -
| The ol m&i Y ;? mes:te{gi;ogim ,:’,f, of the mm revolutionary erated and deformed workers’ states. The socias regime of the different bureaucracies
g;i: car ng of pre . has nothing in common with sociatism, ::t atone wti::h re&aém% 1321" a;th‘g same _nnite.
houh €l : trugel workers’ power, THE TRADE UNIONS are we defend the nationalised economy in these countries agalns capl imperialism,
Eﬂgpmtie for the déence of wtggiem' im:rgts. Wee:m%ofor the independence of the unconditionally: that is, immespective of the selfish, ugually anti-working-class and anti-
anions from all state control, and within the unions for militant policies and for democmcy. revolutionary policies of the nmnALs Gmupsmlztt?i' m mw;wmsﬁigm 't methods
We see *he trade union bureaucracy as a distinct stratum which acts as a broker between [] There are OTHER POLITIC ch have o o
workers and bosses. Its life and work-situation is quite different from that of the working differing from ours, or differing conceptions about what needs to be done here ang now.

necessary a working class interests fundam consider all these groups to be seriously — sometimes grossly - inadequate in theory _and
chl;‘;smcalﬁn%:t: i;fe?tﬁs own, its :rll:lglut‘.cere;dt;my is t: work uirli‘m the bo:rs:;w and mekmml practice. We favour unity in action with these groups where possible, and a serious dia-

ol inst the working class logue ahout our differences.
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F%i,-fj-.-,_m'itten into the agreement are claus-
es such as “‘subject to work perform-
‘ance’’, which could mean anything:
-good behaviour, productljdty. or

just availability of fish. '

Another paragraph describes the
need to recruit an unspecified

THE SEVEN-WEEK STRIKE OVER the strikers if they wanted a bus - amount of casual labourtp deal with
pay and conditions at the Crofts laid off, in case any of the six ~  the ‘‘seasonal nature of the work’’
Sea Foods factory, Liverpool, was  scabs were using it to get to the ': This was the main point of the strike
settled last week when 44 voted for factory. = . to decasualise the job. |

& retum to work against the advice RBut the General and Mmlcipa_]_ ‘There is a further danger that
of their four shop stewards. Workers' Union officials stepped m thls will divide the workforce into

“I don’t know what has happen- {5 lend a hand, collect the union
ed"’, the convenor tald me. ““An-  ques, make it all ‘official’. and .
other week and we would have won eventua.lly to sell a rotten agree—
all our-demands."’ ment.’

With the help of the local tenants The- Only good point amut the -
association, rank and file support  agreement is that it may give alay-
had been organised in the docks and off pay of £1, €6, and £5 for some of to build on neXt time.
at the airport. Local busmen asked the workers in three months ume COLIN HOCOWEN.

coven?Y AFTER GEC DEF EAT:
- UNITY ESSENTIAL

GEC 'IOOLROOM WORKERS VOTE
last Friday to accept the company
offer of £2.88 a week. This has to
be seen as a severe defeat for Cov-

- off pay, and those without. |
However, the women are now
organised they know their allies
- in the local movemeut, and they.
have the experience of this stnke

. ;:- ,

|

3 makers wages in the area by pick- quite clearly be seen now. And if
Ing off one section at a time. The the local AUEW officials will not
first in line were GEC workers —and build this committee, it must be = -
they have been aliowed to go down bullt from rank and file level. . o

entry toolmakers. without any real campaign by the " 'The committee would maintain

With the scrapping of the | AUEW local offlclals and d[strict : constant vigilance on the district

Coventry Toolroom Agreement, every commitiee. . rate and support any group of work-

tool firm and toolroom is on its own. Already rates are bemg advertlb- ers in a fight against their Darticular

They can no longer wait for an auto- ed in non-union firms at well below firm! and build the AUE EW~T&GWU

matic increase in wages. the district average. The need for a_ unity sadly lacking as yet in some.

Clearly the employers’ plan in  local combine committee uniting = plants |

WICKMANS

| THE MACHINE TOOL FITTERS AT

Wickman's (Stoney Stanton Rd, Cov-

. entry) reconditioning department

lhave been forced to take strike acti-

,' “jon their claim, following breakdown
those with a permanent JOb and lay- - of. negotiations.

‘They have not had a wage incre-

g &se from Wickman's for at least ten
-~ lyvears, and are still working on

piecework times established in 1958
Liast October they finally decided to
go for Wickman's tool room rate (£50
a week) end get the piecework syst-

em scrapped.,

‘Wickmarn's anSwer was to give an

mcrease within the government's

| Phase 2 legislation, provided that

1 (2) all piecework times were frozen;

1 (b) all machmes without an establish-
1ed tlme were. pald at a fixed rate,

; instead of average bonus — manage-
{ ment reserving the right to alter this

rate without consultation.
Some of the machines to be recon-
dltloned are pre-war, and cften have

{ as many as. 500 spare parts mis sing

At the same time, the averagetime.
for /et vuilding these machmes has

} been reduced over the years from 27
weeks to 10 wee}cs

D.S.

_.-—w

T.R.

)

the long term is to drive down tool- ‘machine tool workers in the area can

- HAWKER SIIIELEY
- OCCUPATION WI NS
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TAMWORTH
‘MAY DAY

SACKINGS

. |AFTER REFUSING TO RECOGN
ise the Amalgamated Union of Eng-
~{ineering Workers over 15 months,
Chdkie Smith owrer of Polymathic

bee i | u._Engmeerm Tam}mrth poSted a
tongbHday 19th Juné Workers "' came 'b'éck i a ke for the Stip— ! taken off and replacedi tﬁe L:io:'ln‘:f-z"‘i notice ' in the’ factory bn Morday

oVer and decupied the HaWke‘Ij “port of the other men. So picketing  were refused entry and & tay ‘and  Apri]’ S‘Iétf _‘stﬁtin'é that'any hﬂl OUt

Sl&d’élefy plant m Hox‘wmh near 537 h taq a,nq e erycmng was turnged night pickef was set up on the gate. .on MAy Dy Wollttl have: td “answer
Bdl*fion AR TR DR Y B g W g 3 } i -1t was clear.throughout that;the for thd" dgngéq‘uﬁnées‘" "

mm had nething against the: semi~ ..
lf?d workers,~ who- al$o came; s
out t was generally agreed that
0 what th ey were. objectlngfto was
the management s use of the semi-"
.W,ere.. shlfe& év‘Orkers to keep all wage’s
A déwn : $is Y ORI
-SLAs aresult of the occﬁpazlon 1]
ltﬁé men speedlly won ‘an agreement e
gitving the union some control over -
definitions of skilled and semi-
skilled work.

More important, the men all |
agreed that this was the first time
that everyone had been solid, and
the spirit of the occeupation will
encourage further actions. In the
words of one of the militants, ‘‘We
had reached a stage where the man-
agement were getting the whip out
every time. They will now think
|twice before being so dictatorial
again. This is only the beginning."’

Len Glover

Te—AF WAr Sy

dlﬁpu%é gcring‘ back 3 weeks ’I"ne
miliérs had objected when - manage~ .
ment tried to bring in serm-slulled
men into skilled:positions: 'Ihey X

went out: for one day, and then:: *imanag@ the 814" ,dk,

ma J ust out ‘4 'eollectionof: reprintsigrom Workers:
. ‘g‘;iygﬁsfecuon té:e élgem t?imke ?Ssh?? ntroduét;v
ondeals ; & eve 19
'IIIIIIStl'Ial and the situation leading up tonme?n %?e; cei%';i
ﬂelal"ms section contains articles on the experience,
) including Britain 1919-26; France May 1968; the
“ Am 1972 Quebec general strike, and a new translat-
- anﬂ me . ion of Rosa Luxemburg on Belgium. 1902. A
- Tight far 3
 GENERAL
ST RIKE

}
I
E

The militants were not pleased
-at the:slow. progress,of the strike;
rand,on ithe 19th they occupied, the
iplmtqsm OC}ied out the s,{aff

Le, R IR

1

third section deals with the question of trade
unions and the State, and an appendix discusses
the positions of the left groups on the General
Strike and the July Crisis of 1972.

Price 20p plus 5p postage from

98 Gifford St, London N.1 €

' !

:théi‘ haff' Been

on May Day.

thé' men fdtmd that
given the ‘sack,
They ‘Wete Offered’ re-instdtement

"R May “orid:

t? J'on ‘HéWw ’édntrabts “But 'six men refiis-
s Eed ‘énd“r‘émafn déacked‘ ”I‘he others
-Wéﬂtéa Olit if'sy

yathy,
The tefiris Offered were £2 a week
extta and’ fulfior 'Staff ‘status. With' a

ftop line of £31 a week (at least £3
under the district rate), clearly the

money offer is not enough. And

‘Junior staff status’’ could result in
umping the men together with other

workers for union recognition purpos-

es, so that the AUEW loses its
majority.

Plcketmg has been successful,

but it is essential that the district
| AUEW gives full support to protect

veryone following the union’s call

C.0.

“WARLEY

Use this Pamphlet v .‘

wonxens' Fmrr.t':“ m""

20-page pamphiet which l |
the roots of racl.:t mnu:: l.ta:.

up ‘reasonable’ sounding racist
ts, examines the racism of
‘popular’ psychpiogist Eysenc
and exposes fasclst lnflltutlan In
the Unions.

The Housmg Cttee. of the Labour
- controlled Warley council (Worcs)
“have pledged themselves to fight g
- 90p rent increase due under the

D

Council fakes rents fight

osal; would implement the Act to

the good of the tenants (!!); and
anyway, if they didn’t they'd be
replaced with the Tories who would

The pamphiet Is written In a clear Housing Finance Act in October. implement it,
:g':; m,m':“';f" "';';"x"' But before we all start celebrat- -This time they have an alibi
ot work. © .:n ing angthelr lg':(;:ltiw Cross, r'fwe should la.ld in atctlxva.rﬁ‘c; ‘1 "Iihis 1sda tll;ev:llt
) appeal to all readers and | rememoer last year’'s performance. = against the indecision and the slow
[oto thelr worotae ot lo ta I After a few militant words, they ~  attitude of the Govemment in set-
11 gote 86 wids & Ciroutation as implemented the Act with neither & ting up the rent Scrutiny Board’*
','}',,",':',‘,m, 100 & postage blush nor a stop for breath, The  the Chairman of the Housing Cttee

the Aot with every means at its dis-
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PORT
BOSSES
REAP

by Tom Ramsey

THE STATEMENTS AND REPORTS
of major port and container
incustry companies published in the
last two months, reveal that there
has been a large increase in their
profits. Furthermore, they forecast
expanded profits in the futwre.

This is strange, to say the least.
Orly last year, many companies com-
plained of lack of profits, of being
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the finishing end follows. Yet the
~ommittee is at present playing
into the hands of BSC and the
Covernmeant, by splitting the cont
ractors from the rest of the work
force and dragging its feet to the
tine called hy the sub-committee
dealing with technical matters.
The contractors who work on
the site were not allowed to vote
at the mass meeting — because
they are alleged to have Swung
the vote' at the last mass meeting!
(in favour of coming out on May Day}
Action Cttee. Chairman Luke
vacLaughlin, whilst correctly

““YOU CAN WIN"'.

That was the message of Bill Free-
man of Bryant Color and Jack
Spriggs of Fisher Bendix, speaking
to a mass meeting of Shotton steel-
workers on June 28th.

As leaders of successful take-
overs againat redundancy, both were
living proff to the steeiworkers that
action against redundancies is
necessary and can be successful.

The Action Committee at Shot-
ton is faced with 6,500 redundanc-
ies when the steelmaking end
closes, and g further 6,500 when

|

. . - . - "
(% . .
. e !
v LR -
'\ RARCIN - .
Lo N -
e O S
e - .
. R . .
v : .
“ .
.
.

)TTON STEELWORKERS TOLD

advocating full support for the
steelworkers National Action Cttee
and the fight of all steelworkers,
at the same time out off the fight
at Shotton to some indefinite time.
As well as advocating continued
negotiations, he supported invest-
igations into alternative steelmak-
ing plans by the technical commit-
tee. {Not surprising perhaps, when
you consider that he is having to
do the work of the semi-defunct
tachnical Commitiee.

Yet as he himself told the mest~
ing Finiston and Melchett (BSC
hatchet man and late hatchet man

ruined by greedy dockers who were,
af the same time, destroying the
‘‘naticnal interest’’.

Over the last yvear, Workers Fight
has described some of the factors
which have contributed directly to
the increase in profits. The docke
failed to halt the two-fronted attack
of the employers.

" The employers fought to: 1) in-
crease productivity; and, 2) cut back
the number of registered dockers,
through severance. Succeedingin
both, they achieved this general
rise in profits.

There are, of course, other fact-
ors. For example, the North Aflant-
ic rate war has cooled down. There
has been a further rationalisation of
consortiums and companies. Earlier
investments have begun to pay off.

Rut the main thing is that the
enployers have successfully forced
the dockers to retreat. Severance
hroke the log jam for the bosses.

It cost a lot, but most now reckon it
was worth it. =&

The Annual Report of the Nation-
al Dock Labour Board describes
clearly what severance means for
the port industry. "Over the year
1971, the number of men who worked
was on average around 33500, The }
number of registered dockworkers in
that year was 45 500. FoOr one reas-
on or another — sickness, being on
the Temporary Unattached Register,
etc — there were an average of
12000 men not working at any given

CHRYSLERS

Pickets

oat Scabs

TH

. ORGANIS

<D VIOL!
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the company's own security gue:ds
was pinned against the gate and
badly injured as the scabs drove

ler strikers must be seen as a grim
waming that in future blood will
flow on the picket lines.

The dispute at Chrysler’s Ryton
assemoly plant began on Thursday  drivers broke every mle in the book
May 24th with 4 500 workers strik- —TO lights, number plates blacied
ing in stviport of 600 “body in white’out, overloading, dangerous driving,
shop w-kers who were stopped one etc. And the polic
and a hwlf hours pay for ‘‘unaccept- too dark to see, and too late to do

able work’’.The men had in fact been anything !’
told to use reject parts. Eventually,on June 23rd, the co

The strike broke out or. *he day  Pany backed down, making the one-
the men had been recallea and-a-half hour and lavoff payments
after being laid off because a a1sp- This was a clear victory for the men
ute at Linwood plant had resulted in ai
a shortace of components. The of their case.
strike at Chrysler Ryton was thus
provoked hy management to avoid
lay-off payments.

Flying pickets were quickly org-
anised by an action group set up by
rank-and-file Rwton workers to get
solidarity for the strike from other
Chrysler plants. Action Group pol-
icy was to stop production and force
the company to meet lay-off pay
agreements. Immediate company
reaction to this was to set the scene
for things to come. Chrysler manag-
ement demolished railings and walls,

Chrysler workers have

ence and a new sense of strength
through the use of flying pickets.

PROVOCATION

The major question the strike
posed was, what was Chrysler man-
agement playing at? Was the *&
in-white'’ dispute an incident that.
simply got out of hand, or was it a
deliberate provo
union before a fight on the big pay

time fl 1
. ew helirnntors nvor the plant and SURPRE TR : -
b 1o e b of en works bk oot aptes oF e ple ks, cladm due to begin shortly? I, as

i wass G SO0 average, bl there scems likely, it was the second, .
weile 100 teglstersd men fewer than
Phite zal P Toier.

S over the yaear the employers
Used fewei dockworkers, and got a
Lottes rsbuma on those they did use -
and “use’ lo the vight word.

Now, thic naiber of men on the
Porpisted I E"t'ilu;!ll v e saine as (he
it Ve eiployars watit — ahoul.
SUGOL.  The emplioyers hiave won a
fehl to vl back the workforee o
thely reaqulrensalm, And thelr platis
ade Dot Tub e Cubiraeks,

B ol of doddiers using the sltu-

On Monday June 18th, ke
thicves in the night, the Walker Bros. _
renb- - scal unit (haited by the ‘DajlySons of the strike. -~
Mt s brave commandoss acting in Chrysler's director of manufac
ie spieit of Danidi and Colditz)  1ng plant, Bob Irwin, had the habit
movec o et ion Ealting siX overs of driving lorries through 'p}cket‘? |

D o U dorpTess o Of the Stoke COMMP- when Ub aulo workers were f1 ght.mg'
snents plat they sanoshed through the Chrysler empire. If the Ammerican
the pbeiet Tioe throwing bricks and bosses have taught these
hotlles af (e sirkers as ey wont, to their bully-boy hirelings then car-
side e 2 oke plant John Doherty, workers in Rritain must leam from
a forlc-Lift Jitver, wis assaulted with American workers — who ha -2 match
A spanier by soabs who feared he od truncheon with truncheon, spanne
would ridse the alarm ad the pieket with spanner. | | o
Jine. It is necessary to give organised
adton to furee through d‘*“"“““’,i sl Vic ende Jdid not stop at Stoke. expression to the valid hatred ot
o for a4 30 bt week, 1 few docker | a4 Cheysder, Dunstable, where three  workers towards scabs and bards of
Have teern bought off WIth Severance | ¢ e Lomtes even tuadly arrived (the gangsters). Bas -ardy

aney, aad ab the other end of the

Vol ens, casiids have been hrought

it AR

sattomad Dock Labour Schenwe, The only major port now mMisSsine >
he fust meeting of the Nation- Southampton.
.s §op Stewands Committee, But still the meeting came to no

3 !l

e road for a fight back 18 clear. al Po:
ven the register. Bring the supple- many ne
sntary men onto the pemanent Glasgow (both Greenock and Clyde), oyers’ plans, Tinie is running out
dster. 30 hour week. Defend the Tilbury, and London riverside docks The next méeting must decide to act

past him. Needless to say, the scab

d an admission by the managem{-?nt;r

gained tremendously more self confic

cation to weaken the| |

ihen it is essential to leamn the les-
t{ir;.'.i

Hust wa

techniques i

| Ncr:apic decisions.

respectively) had already spelt out
what is clear in the Steel White
Paper itself — that Shotton will be
closed even if the Technical Cttee
comes up with alternative plans.
litants at Shotten must take
|up the message of Jack Spriggs
nd Rill Freeman, and struggle to

. . , other three had collapsed underthe o4 it across in the works and on
hired scabs employed against Chrys- weight of their heavy loads), 0i:2 of {the NAC. What

is needed is an |
occupation with the NAC implement-
ing ‘ts resolution of 1its 2nd meet-
ing ‘s.e WE'27) by supporting it

and ensuring that material still
goes to Shotton to keep the heavy
enc in working order. If BSC stop
material coming to the works, any

e 7 “Well, it wasjcoliarse of plant will be their res-

ponsinility.

The technical committee should
{prove itself in practice by providing
{infornation necessary for an occup-

atior with the heavy end still oper-
able - that is certainly possible,

Steel Colls

As an immediate first step, all
1materials should be stopped from
leaving the works. The Shotton Act-
1i5n Committee did have a policy of
lnot letting certain products out (in-
{cluding steel coils) in order to put
the squeeze on BSC. But acting on
ltheir own initiative three members
Jof the Action Cttee (Geoff Hett,
1Alan Smith and Danny Fellows),
gave instructions for a massive
umber of steel coils to leave.
Instead of the Action Cttee
lcoming down like a ton of bricks
{on these people, they decided to
J““fet by-gones be by-gones'’ and
Isay nothing more about it. This
'was a really dangerous capitulation
{to the right wing.
' Unfortunately some left-wingers
lresponded to it hot-headedly and
red out of the Action Cttee
(and one actually ieft the works).
While plans are being laid for
an occupation of the works, there
must be a firm refusal to let any-
thing out of the gates. To do this
there will have to be tougher line
taken against those who hreak
iranks and do their own thing.
i Above all, militants must ensure
ithat . e rank and file steelworkers
know what is going on, prepare for
| ., and don't allow the Action
Cor-uittee to get away with undem-

¢

r

be

aoting

' °f steejworkers themselves ar
ggl\-pa,red to take action, and prove
thls in practice, they can win the

w areas were represented:  firm decision for action on the emp’ § ... o1 other workers. That way,

they themselves can win.
CYNTHIA BALDRY




