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police are gleefully harassing black
people, especially Asians.

@The Pakistan Bill, if passed,
will single out another group of
immigrants for ‘treatment’. People
from Pakistan {formerly West Pak-
istan) who came here with ‘‘Commr
onwealth’’ status, will become:
‘aliens’ and have to report to the
police at intervals or when they
change job or address.

The Govemment is quite delib-
erately whipping up an orgy of rac-
ialism. It is the biggest agency of
racism in the country. It is hoping =
to use race to divide the working
class and weaken it in the coming
battles over Incomes Policy, the
Industrial Relations Act, and the
right to picket.

The Immigration Act is as much
an anti-working class measure as
the Industrial Relations Act and

ON SUNDAY 22nd. July, dozens of
coaches will arrive in Londen,
bringing thousands of trade union-
ists to the big protest called by the
Indian Workers' Association against
the Government's latest racist
measures.

These measures are.

@ The decision to make the 1971
Inmigration Act retrospective, thus
threatening thousands with sudden
deportation. The results of this
measure are already being felt.

90 people are at present in det-
ention awaiting possible deportat-
{on. Many others have hastily
changed job and home and moved
to another town, or withdrawn from
community or trade union activity,
in case they come to the attention
of the police.

Already the fascists have gone
on a new race-hate offensive, and
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EDWARD HEATH HAS proposed
that every wage increase under
Phase 3 should have a built in
guarantee of an automatic wage
rise whenever the cost of key liv-
ing expenses rises by a certain
number of percentage points (the
threshold’) above what it was

staggering scale and speed of

price increases. At
Prices have risen not far off 10%

in the last year, biting deep into

working class living standards.

The swelling demand for compens-

ating pay increases is now threat-

ening to flood the Tories, or at

when the wage deal was negot- least their policies, out of Downing

jated. . Street.
This is the Tories’ vgolution”” to  Threshcld agreements are a con-

the problem that has had workers trick, the latest ploy to cut work-
gritting their teeth in anger and ers’ living standards. First, an
frustration as the cost of living extra one per cent is not the same
has incessantly risen week by week increase in your pocket. The Tax
and even day by day. | ,

It almost seems reasonakle. But
when a conniving shcwer of polit-
ical “‘muggers’’ like Heath's Tories
makes a ‘‘reasonable’’ offer, &
wise trade unionist will insist on
a closer look.

‘Offer’

In fact the offer is a measure of
the real fear the Government al-
ready feels that it will not be able
to hold back the insistent tide of
wage demands which will descend
on it in the Autumn. They know
that the working class is still
every bit as strong as it was when
the miners and dockers trounced
the Government in 1972, and prob
ably a lot angrier.

They know that workers have
been goaded and angered by the

Heath -- political mugger

FhECH

the Housing Finance Act. In fact,
it is potentially far more dangerous.
Whereas those Acts have united

the working class against the Gov-
ernment, the Immigration Act and
the racism it creates th.reaten to
divide the working class.

Workers all over the country, in

resolutions and demcnstrations,
must demand the repeal of these
racist Immigration Acts.

Socialists and trade unionists

must set up local bodies to fight

crganise to
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and N.I. men have sticky fingers.
If you are on over £20, then you
pay up to a quarter of it to the

state.
Its even worse for lower paid

workers who get means tested ben-
efits. Anything other than whorping
big wages rises can actually lead
to a loss in total income. But it is
precisely such substantial rises
that these agreements are designed
to stop.

These is also the fact that the
uautomatic’’ pay rise comes only
after prices have risen & certain
percentage, say 5% Or 7o

What the Tories have leamed
from their own experience is this
above all: the bosses can't beat
the working class in a head on
attack when it is as confident and
self-reliant as it has leamed to be
since the end of the War, You need
stealth and trickery as well, and
divide and rule too.

That is what they are trying to
do now: to divide those who will
accept things If only they don't
get worse, from those who want to
fight for more of th2 cake, or even
the whole of it.

be conned. Fight for bigger and

rise with the cost of living. But
4ot by bargaining away the right to
fight for higher wages. Only the

The conclusion is obvious: don't

better wage packets now, Of course
% wages should, as a matter of right,

help any black worker threatened
with victimisation or deportation.

They must prepare now, by exp-
laining to their workmates the class
issues involved, to respond with
solidarity action in support of the
most vulnerable and oppressed
section of this country’s working
cless.

1f we do not take such concrete
steps, and put in the work now,
immediately, then the whole work=
ing class is going tc be at risk.
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hosses and their Government can
gain from doing that.

Which is why their Government
is proposing it.

The early victories over the
Tories last yvear gave way to work-
ing class retreat because the gas-
men fought the gasmen'’s strike,
the dockers fought the dockers'’
fight and hospital workers fought
alone the hospital workers’ fight.

Weak

Apart from the exceptional
cases of the miners and then the
London dockers, solidarity action

was weak.
In the explosions coming in the

Autumn, militants and socialists
must work to see that no section of
the class, however strong or weak
it may be (or appear to be) is isol-
ated and abandoned to its own
forces and strengths only. That
means that we must work to bulld
rank and file united front commit->
tees (‘Councils of Action’) now, &8
the means of organising and prep-
aring for the battles to come.

FARRELL &
CANAVAN

See p 2




Massacre in Mozambique:

THE

TESTIMONY of a number of
Roman Catholic priests who had
been working in the Tete province
of-Mozambique in the last three
vears has somehow at last broken
through the screen of silence surr
ounding Portuguese c¢olonial activ-

~ ities in Africa. Since the national
[iberation struggles in Angola,
Guine-Rissau, and Mozambique beg-
an in the early '60s, a multitude of
atrocities pemetrated against the
African people by Portugal have -
accumulated into a massive crimin-
al dossler.

The escalation of the mass ternr-
or campaign by Portugal in the last
three vears has been in direct corr
clation to the military achievements
which Frelimo (Mozambique Liber-
ation Front) has won throughout
that period. The Portuguese tech-
niques of ‘counter-insurgency’ are
in no way dissimilar to those emp-
loyed by other colonial powers.
The methods employed by general
Amriaga, commander of the occupat-
ion forces in Mozambique, are

- summed up by what he terms as

country population in the combat
areas, 8 deliberate policy of mass

terror has been pursued. This nct
only includes the murder, along
with men, of the women, children
~nd aged in the villages, but also
the slaughter of cattle and goats.
But the desperate measures emp-
loyed by a dying colonialism to
Keep a bloody and decrepit strang-

lehold on its African ‘possession’
only strengthen the resolve of the
Mozambique people to come to

- -terms with thdr oppressors.
Despite the massacres in 1971,
Frelimo Kkilled 2900 enemy soldiers,
destroyed 479 vehicles, shot down
four aircraft and five helicopters,
attacked and destroyed 49 posts
and camps, 6 trains and 14 boats
As Frelimo themselves state:
“‘If we combine these losses in
Mozambique with the decrease in
~the population in Portugal itself,
especially of those who emigrate to
other countries to escape the colo-
nial wars abroad and misery at
home, and combine these also with
other losses suffered by the coloni-
al forces in Angola and Guine, it
becomes evident that Portugal
approaches & point where her hum-
an reserves will be exhausted.
This at a time when our own forces
grow constantly as we liberate new
zones."'
Quite clearly it is only a matter
of time before the Portuguese are

“nunishment and reduction’’.

The population of the war zone
areas are concenfrated into camps
or fortified towns (a method first
used by the British in the Boer war)
The intention is to cut off Frelimo
from food supplies-and the possibil-
ities of recruiting additional
fighters.

Suffering

In his book Arriaga comments:
‘“We made it quite clear that the
alternative (to co-operation with
the authorities) was relentless
suffering, and frequently death for
those who persist in belonging to
anti-Portuguese movements... or
those who support these move-
ments through folly or fear.”

The problem of distinguishing
between the guerrilla fighter and
‘native’ is therefore solved for
Arriaga. Anyone who moves out-
side the Portuguese fortified stock-
ades must be a member of Frelimo!

To cull and demoralise the

Police guard Portuguese embassy during Anti-Caetano demonstration.
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wal HAVING TOTALLY failed to bring
| prices under control with the preyv

lous installments of his incomes
policy. Nixon has introduced meas-
wres under Phase 4, which-by his
own admission- will allow prices to
continue rising while wages are
kept under control, Prices are to be
gradually removed from direct cont-
rol as the 60 day price freeze comes
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- Victimised

Demand for political status refused

* The judge who rejected thelr
appeal is Topping, A leading |
Orangeman, he has in the past ad-
vocated such measures as the
r’lo%@ng of Republican prisoners.

Farrell and Canavan's request
for political status has heen tumed
down.

* Roth men have been detalned
in a hasement cell in Crumiin Rd
Jall for 23 hours per day The
wing {n which they are held is full
of loyalist prisoners, who have
Kept up a constant barrage of
threats against their lives. In the

We call on the British labour move-
ment, and all clvil libertles and
progressive organisations in RBrit-
aln, to join in this demand. And
to demand also from the Secretary
Jf State for Northem Ireland an
accounting as to why this blatant
example of political victimisation
should have occurred

arch!

ANTI-INTERNMENT LEAGUE
STATEMENT

The Anti-Internment League cons-
iders that MICHAEL FARRELL
~and TONY CANAVAN of the
People’s Democracy, now on
hunger strike in Crumlin Road
jall, Belfast, are the vietims of a
blatant plece of judicial victimis-
ation, as the following facts make
clear; -
* They are charged with behav-
jour likely to lead to a breach of
-the peace, for organising a denr

~onstration to protest at the failure normal course of events, they will
of the British Army to stop the cam be placed amongst these prisoners, Dem onStr ate
palgn of Orange sectarian murders., When Farrell and Canhavan pointed a ' a"nst
- On the simei day as this demonstr- out the thsica{ddan@r facing them, g '
~atlon took place (Feb. 10th, 1973), the GQovernor told them that theyv "
three other demonstrations took would be put in protectivo cuRindy 'nter nmen t'

Sunday 12th August,.starting from

place in Belfast, none of which
Speakers’ Corner at 2.30pm.

led to charges.
~ Nor have there been any prosec-

utions followingthe massive Loyal-
ist ‘day of protest’ just three days
earlier.

~ but onIY ofter they have been
ottacked !

We demand that they inmoediate
ly be given political status and
the protection of being placed
among the Republican prisoners

Qrganised by the Antl Internn.ent
Ad Hoc Committee.

to an end It will be made legal to

art of systematic terror

forced to get out of Africa complet-
ely. Despite the aid given them
by Rhodesian troops who excelled
the Portuguese troops in atrocities
caried out in Macumbura, the
fascist regime cannot stop the
advance of Frelimo nor the increas-
Ing intermal opposition in Portugal.
Harold Wilson has now decided

- to raise the issue of Portugal's

colonies. He has even threatened
a campalgn to exclude Portugal
from NATO ‘“following the retum nf
the next Labour government''. How-
ever, he had the opportunity to
make such a stand during six years
In office and didn't lift ope flabby
fi‘nger in criticism of Portugal: his
silence on Portuguese butchery in
Africa was every bit as deafening
as his silence on the American
slaughter of the people of Vietnam.

NATO

Portugal is engaged in a pro

‘portionately greater war effort than

the US were in Vietham. Such a
level of involvement could not be
possible for one minute without
assistance from Portygal’s NATO
allies. All the more important that
a campaign 1s mounted in Britain in
solidarity with the liberation forces
against Portuguese onlonialism
BRAS HARDY,

" US Phase4:
B Vlore of the same

Pass increased costs to the consum-
er on a direct dollar for dollar basis
while the old Phase 2 guidelines
for wages (5 5% per annum plus0. 5%
fringe benefits) remain in force.des:
pite Nixon’'s own statement that
wages had ““not been a significant
cause of the rise of prices'’ under
Phase 3 Before the end of FPhase
4. scheduled for the end of the year
individual firmrs and later whole
industries will be allowed to apply
to the Cost Of Living Council for
exemption if t.ey give assurances
ol “‘anti-inflationary behaviour'’
At the same time, the Govemment
is planning to cut back on public
spending and this will have the
effect of increasing unemployment
Thus {t is clear that Nixon's
80 day price freeze was sinmply int
ended as a stop-gap arrangement
used in the hore thet the massive
inflationary boom currently under
way would slow down of its accord
In the period from the beginning of
the year to June 12th, when the
price freezewas infroduced, food
rices rose by 23% while industrial
prices were up by 12.3% - at least
partly because of firms using the
“voluntary'’ Phase 3 to put up-
prices. Nixon himself has made it
clear that this will go on and that
the public will have to face a new
period in which !'food prices are

Slaher relative to incomes than we

have been accustomed to’’. Thus
all the attempts of the ‘'patriotie"
nade union leaders (o comoe o
Nixon's ald hy negotiating contracts
within the Government 's has moant
nothing but a fall in the stanhdard o
Hving of all their members



RIGHT: rro Nouveau — time out from aklng bones. | -

BELOW LEFT: Francols Brigneau.

FRENCH

FASCISTS HAVE

FACTORY

THE FRENCH ‘ORDRE NOUVEAU'’
fascist organisation is not all that
worried by the French government’'s
order bannin g them. They have,
after all, been banned before, in
1968, under the name of ‘Occident’
and managed to rearganise theme
selves. Unlike the Communist

' League, they have not had their
leading members arrested.

.~ HOWever, one member of their
‘National Council, Francois Brig-

neau, felt compelled to protest

when Marcellin, the minister of the

interior. justifiedthe ban by des-

URUGUAY - General
‘Jackboot regime

THE GENERAL STRIKE IN
Uruguay ended in defeat on 11
July. The Communist Party-led
trade union confederation called
‘the strike off because it was weak-
ening. There are rumouts of a
‘&point agreement between Presid-
ent Bordaberry and the Communi st
Party, but there are also several
facts.

. The General Strike was called
after the shutting down of Parlia-
ment on 27 June. Parliament is
still shut. 200C people were arrest-
ed during the strike. The trade
union confederation has been made
illegal.

- Uruguay has for a long time had
a reputation as the most advanced,
the most liberal country in Latin
- America. But real wages have fall-
en 0% in the past year. "After a
bloody repression against the Tup-
umaro urban guerrillas, Bordaberry
has installed a military dictator-
‘ship.

The defeat of the General Strike
was not surprising after the policy
of the Communist Party. They eng-
agedinegotiations with top army
officers right from the start. They

P
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TERROR SQUADS

cribing ‘Ordre Nouveau’ (quite acc-
urately)as a neo-Nazi organisation.
When he, Brigneay, had shared
platforms at meetings with Marcell-
in, years ago, Marcellin never des-
scribed him as a neo-Nazi !

Nor has Brigneau changed his
views over the years. Both he and
Marcellin collaborated with the
Nazi occupation dwring world war 2.

The fact is that ‘Ordre Nouv-
eal’ has at all times been in
kreach of French laws banning the
stirring up of racist hatred. Even
the main policemen’s union has de-
clared that the Ordre Nouvean meet-
ing which the Communist L.eague
and other revolutionaries tried to
stop was in fact illegal. But
obviously, if the revolutionaries
had done nothing, if they had just
demanded that the government
should ban the meeting, the meet-
ing would have gone on and ‘Ordre
Nouvean’ would be thriving.

And we don’t even need to go
back to Italy in the '20s and Germ-
any in the ’'30s to see the results
of letting fascist or semi-fascist
organisations thrive. We only need
to took at some of the big car fact-
ories in France — Citroen, Simea.

In these factories, there is only
one ‘union’, the Confederation Fra-
ncaise de Travail (CFT: French
Labour Confederation;.

It 1s a fascist ‘union’, linked
with the Spanish government ‘uni-

phrased thedr protests at the diss-
olution of Parliament very mildly, -
saying “‘there are countries with-
ouf, this democratic institution
which have nonetheless undertaken
a process of fundamental changes'’

This was a reference to Peru,
where a military dictatorship, at
the same time as sharply repress-
ing the left, has brought in a2 numb-
er of reforms. The CP’s whole
strategy was based on winning
over a part of the army.

Certainly it might have been
possible to win over a part of the
army. But how ? Soldiers are not
going to break away from their
commanders and from the govern-
ment unless they believe that the
opposition forces can and will
defeat the government. -

“The opposition forces must
first show that they are ready and

determined to fight. But the Comm-

unist Party made no preparations
for combat, and advised the wark-
ers to avold clashes — with the
result that when it came to street
fighting, on 9 July, the government
forces carmried an easy victory.

The strike fell off soon afterwards.

ons’. It is more concemed with
breaking strikes (using violence if
necessary) than with leadin g them.
It suppresses all militant activity
in the factories. It bases itself on
thugs paid at a rate of £100 a week
by the bosses.

The majority of the workers in
those factories are immigrants —
Algerians and others — who are
terrorised by the CF'T thuge .They
are prevented from effective action
to improve their miserable living
standards.

VICHY

The CFT originated as the
CGSI (General Council of Independ-
ent Unions) in 1947. The main
forces came from the ‘trade unions’
of the pro-Nazi Vichy regime, but
figures such as Jacques Baumel,
then secretary-general of de
Gaulle’s RPF movement, also
took part.

The RPF had strong fascist
tendencies. For example, it had
‘defence’ squads of over 16000
men, and it systematically organ-
ised a right wing network in the
police force. The leader of that
network, Dides, was quite clear
about his aims:

‘“We must consider that the
Communist Party is a national
danger and should be destroyed.

trike fails

We aim to smash its forces, its
apparatus, and, if it comes to that,
its national leaders...

Later the CFT ‘unions’ (disunit-

~ed at that time) had links with the

OAS, the pro-‘French Algeria’ tem-
orist organisation.

It couldn’t happen here ? No, it
probably couldn’t, not in the near
future. There are definite reasons
why fascism is stronger in France
than here — the labour movement is
weaker and disunited; there is an
enomous class of small shopkeep-
ers, merchants, farmers, etc: and
SO On.

But that doesn’t mean that Brit~
ish Chrysler workers should be in
different to the fate of Simca
(Fren ch Chrysler) workers. And
the British ruling class is no less
conscious than the French ruling
class of the usefuiness of right-
wing gangs to do their dirty work
for them, if and when the police on
their own are not enough.

The fact that fascists are weak
In Britain now is all the more reas-
on to leam from the experience of
France to prevent them ever bec-
oming strong.

Most of all, the experience of
the CFT and other fascists in
France shows the terrible corros-
1ve and destructive effects which
racialism can have on the labour
movement.

MARTIN THOMAS.

to oust

by John Sterling

ABOVE: Uruguav oollco in actlon. as depictea In costa.Gavru' new
seml-documentary {iim about the Tupumaros, ‘State of Seige’.



in 1970, no-one should have been
surprised by their opposition to
educational reform and their cut-
back on educational and other soc-
ial expenditure. Margaret Thatch-
er's three:year record speaks for
itself. - |

@ School meals now cost more,
and schoal milk has disappeared.

@ There is an acute shortage
of teachers in London, caused by

a rigid refusal to grant an adequ-
ate London allowance.

@ Teachers’ living standards
have been depressed by the wage
freeze.

@ FIunds have been diverted
away from the secondary sector
just when many areas were bring-
ing in comprehensives.

@ Her inaction over the 11-plus
and her opposition to any pians
involving the abolition of grammar
and direct grant schools have put
further strains on existing compreh-
ensives.

@ The school leaving age has
been raised to 16 with virtually no
extra provision — passing the prob-
lem of vouth unemployment back to
overworked and understaffed
schools.

@ Cutbacks in educational ex-
penditure wherever there is no dir-
ect economic return. This
includes cuts in teacher training,
art colleges, and student grant
increases.

Thatcher has been particularly
severe with the secondary sector.
She can rightly be accused of try-
ing to bring back the bipartite syst-
em of the 40s while paying lip-
service to comprehensives.

A look at the development of
secondary education in Britain will
show why and how this is happen-

Militarit
teachers
face
Union

SNOB SCHOOLS

WHEN THE TORIES TOOK POWER ing.

The principle of secondary ed-
ucation for all has been passed by
Labour party conferences as early
as 1907, but successive Labour
governments have failed to even

- make a start towards putting.words
into deeds. The principle was fin-
ally won in the 1944 Education Act.

As one prominent Tory said:at
the time: ““if you do not give the
people social reforms, they will
give you social revolution”’.

As the working class has found
out since: if you do not give the
ruling class social revolution,
they will give you promises of ref-
orm and carry them out half-heart-
edly or not at all. o

Tripartite

The 1944 Act was put into
practice as the tripartite system.
This was based on the totally
unscientific idea ‘‘that at the age
of 11 children can be classified in-
to three recognised mental t ypes,

and should be allocated to grammar,

modern and technical schools acc-
ordingly’'. This conveniently pre-
served the pre-war situation where
the middle class had overwhelming
access to grammar schools and to
higher education. |
The 1945-51 Labour government
did NOTHING to challenge this,
let alone abolish public and direct
grant schools. They, and the Tor-
ies after them, held back develop-
ments towards comprehensives by
local authorities, except in areas
where the status quo was not aff-
ected, for example in war-devast-
ated London and Coventry where
new schools were needed anyway.
The &&kipartite system finally

IN THE WAKE OF THE MOST REACTIONARY
NUT annual conference for years, victimisation of
militant teachers in the union continues to mount.

Saturday, 14th July saw a picket of over 100
teachers from various parts of the country outside
the NUT headquarters in London where 3 union
members from Wandsworth were appearing before
the Professional Conduct Committee.
sworth 3’’, three teachers whose collective member
ship of the NUT exceeds 60 years, are up on a
charge of professional misconduct brought by an
individual union member and arising out of incidents
at a meeting in Central Hall,Westminster on the
evening of 27th February last. This meeting was
called after a demonstration for an increase in the

- London Allowance (See WF 23).

. the Executive on the platform lost control after

by Siu Ming Cheung

" troke down for several reasons.

Firstly, technical schools never
got going (so much for the ‘three
mental types’). Secondly, research
made it increasingly obvious that
even from the narrowest capitalist
point of view, a tremendous wast-
age of ability was taking place

through the virtual exclusion of the
working class from advanced sec-
ondary and higher education.

And sections of the ruling class
saw that the grammar schools were
not producing the type of manpow-
er needed for a highly technologic-
al economy. Attempts were made
to modify science teaching, but
within the grammar schools. (The
much praised Nuffield Science
projects were intended to do just

that).

Sowly, haltingly, the necessit-
ies of life forced changes in gov-
emment policy. But at every stage,
prejudices, and the vested interest
of grammar schools and their midd-

“Dishonest”

le-class clientele, have made any

comprehensive development a
miserly, smothered affair.

To be sure, even the most
fully comprehensive school, under
capitalism, does not abolish class
division and class privilege; rather,
it reflects it. But the abolition of
selective and privileged schooling
is certainly an essential part of
any socialist programme,

The Labour Government’s cire-
ular 10/65 has been given the cred-
t for getting comprehensives going
on & national level. In fact, it was
little more than a summing up of
what progressive authorities were
doing, with the ‘request’ that other
authorities do something similar.
The circular had no legal powers
of implementation.

Even the unsuccessful 1970

Rill was no clearer, on issues

like the 11-plus, coexistence of
erammar schools, hidden selection -
and streaming, and funds for imple-
mentation.

The Tories abruptly withdrew
circular 10 /65 amidst much protest
Their substitute, 10/70, got the
compliment of ‘‘a dishonest substi-
tute ... for a positive line’’ from
the Times Educational Supplement.

It claimed to give LEAS a free
hand at organising, but in fact
simply allowed reluctant authorit-
ies to delay and even reverse
plans. Thatcher has interfered in
any athority who tried to bring in
comprehensives, though not by
openly opposing the idea.

Thatcher has paid lip-service
to comprehensives and has allow-
ed th en to grow in number. But
one significant tactic — the use of
Section 13 of the 1944 Act — has
meant that these are ‘comprehens-
ives’ scarcely worth the name.

Thatcher has used section 13

4 toretain grammar schools beside "

comprehensives. Thus the compre- -

- hensives’ intake is ‘creamed off’
- by Thatcher’s grammars, their
4 buildings are virtually the same as

# when they were moderns, and their
4 teaching and organisation is still

The “‘Wand

At this meeting

based on selection.

the Executive. Secondly, a request for legal aid at
the hearing was refused and no explanation given
when called for.
Professional Misconduct Committee is appointed
by the NUT Executive and consists entirely of
Executive members!

It is obviously impossibie for there to be an
unbiased hearing under these conditions. Indeed,
proceedings ground to a half half way through
Saturday morning over the issue of whether or not
the hearing should be held in private. There is
maybe a point that individual cases of miscanduct
should be heard in private, but this particular
issue affects far more people than the 3 Wands-
worth members. The Professional Conduct Com-
mittee, however, decided they could not continue
unless in private, and have referred the whole

Thirdly, and most importantly, the

continually denying the wishes of the overwhelming
' majority present to discuss a resolution submitted

. by the Wandsworth local teachers Association

| calling for joint action with other Trade Unions to
break the Freeze. When it was beyond doubt that
the Executive had lost control, a number of rank-
- and-file members attempted to restore discipline, an
and it is for this that three well known officers of
the Wandsworth Association have been isolated ani
and victimised. -

The cards are stacked against the Wandsworth 3
w4 right from the start. Firstly, correspondence in the
| - Union joumal, *“The Teacher’’ has been rmanipul-

- ated by the editors; the official statement of the
'~ Wandsworth Association was suppressed; corresp-
ondence was closed after a particularly violent

1 attack against the Wandsworth 3; and the reason
\ 3 given for closing correspondence was that
proceedings were ‘sub judice’, a decision both
illegal and largely ignored by certain members of

issue back to the Executive for discussion on
September 1st. | |
As the campaign for the Wandsworth 3 gathers

momentum throughout the country, members of
Rank and File (socialist wing of the NUT) are -
‘beginning to see the victimisation for what it is:
a practice run by the union bureaucrats in prepar-
ation for their role of policing militants under

Phase 3.
But now even quite reactionary sections of the

union are bombarding NUT headquarters with
questions about the case. d the issue has spot-
lighted the creaking joints of the NUT leadership;
the sooner those joints hobble off into retirement,
the better. I

More information on the Wandsworth 3, from
Alan Jackson, Secretary Wandsworth 3 Defence
Committee, Flat 4, 697 Garratt Lane, Loondon SW17.

jan Hollingsworth/Kelith Bennett

BN B

Eric Porter, one 0of the Wandsworth 3




[THESE ‘PUBLIC' MEETINGS -

A Scandal
|for the Left

AT THE recent meeting in Loondon

called to defend the North Wales 24,
Dave Jackson of their Defence Com- either. If he was better

mittee called for support, and £300
was collected. -

I That was fine. But apart from
that, the meeting, organised by the
Socialist Labour League and the
Intemational Marxist Group, was a
scandal.

The first part of the scandal
was the speeches. Genry Healy of
the SLL, spoke first.

If what he said was to be taken
literally, it was that a Labour Gov-
emment is the only hope for the

~ InByief
‘Britain

washes

whiter

FOLILLOWING publication in ‘The
Times’ of the report on the hideous
massacre at Wirliyamu in Mozamb-
ique, came the usual spate of ‘Lett-
ers to the Editor’.

One claimed that Wiriyamu didr't
exist (indeed it doesn’'t — now). An
other wrote that the names of the
victims weren't typical of the area
(only to be contradicted by one who
sald they were).

‘Notorious Apartheid defender
Patrick Wall went so far as to suge-
est that the vivid descriptions had
in fact merely been ‘lifted’ from
accounts of a recent African civil
war. Whites, you see, just would-
n't do such things.

Monday Clubber Rrig. Calvert
asked, wasn't it well known that
Jesuits were in league with Comm-

‘unism and terrorism around the
world ? The DGS and the Portugu-
ese administrators in Mozambique
were some of the most humane and
tolerant people one could hope to
meet. |

Essentially, they loved their
enemies. Why, he personally knew
one commander who, on having a
young Frelimo prsoner brmought to
him, promptly gave the lad a rail-

- way ticket to go and visit his par-
ents... |

- But the most interesting letter
came trom Muir Hunter QC. Recount-
ing his experience of investigating

reports of torture in Turkey on be-
half of Amnesty International, he
told how, “when ... the Minister of
Justice sought to parry my charges
by refemring to the allegations of
‘torture’ by British soldiers in Ulst-
er, I was able to silence him by pro-
ducing the report of the Compton
nquiry, as an indication of how we
dealt with such allegations in our

- own country.

| ‘“Can the Portuguese Govemment
not be persuaded to see the valueto
their own reputation, of a compar-
able searching and public inquiry
into these matters ?’’. After all,
there’s nothing like good Rritish
whitewash

North Wales 24 ! He simply cond-
2mned ‘rank and file’ action as
‘non-political’. . .

Bob Pennington, current occup-
ant of the giddily spinning seat on
which the National Secretary of the
IMG sits, was marginally better,
making a few points about repress-
ion in Ireland and France. But he
said little about the real problems
than Healy,
it was the superiority of vapidity
over reformism.

The second part of the scandal
was the way the meeting was run.
It was advertised as a public meet-
ing to discuss the case of the 24.
It started at 8.25, and finished at
9.45, allowing 12 minutes in all to
four speakers from the floor !.
Though not quite, as those four
were allocated two each to the two
pillars of revolutionary politics.
We were even treated to the sight

WHILE THE U.S. Democratic Party
has managed to gain a huge amount
of sympathy as a result of having
been bugged by the Nixonites. far
less has been heard about the Sus-
fained repression carried out ag- .
ainst revolutionary and black groups
by both Nixon and his Democratic
predecessors. .

In an attempt to uncover some of
these less famous acts of the Ad-~.
ministration, the SOCIALIST WORK-
ERS PARTY has filed a suit for
£11 million, naming Nixon, Mitchell,

‘Haldeman and others in connection

with bugging, arson and other acts
of harassment. Another injunction
they are applying for would prevent
Government agencies from engaging
In acts such as spying, firebombing
and wiretapping, while a third
alleges F'BI complicity in burglar
les and firebomb attacks on SWP

offices. |
Although it may be somewhat

utopi to xpect cots whic dep-

Women’s Fight

of a member of the biggest minor
ity in the IMG being forbidden to

speak.
This issue is one of real con-

cem to all militants, If the SLL./
IMG tandem can't allow the implic-
ations of the North Wales 24 case
for the class struggle now to be
discussed, they should at least
refrain from the confidence-trickery
of a pretended public meeting,

Kevin Crowe writes:
DO THE ‘INTERNATIONAL

- Socialists’ think they have a mono-

poly of truth and no longer need to
listen to anyone but themselves ?
Or are they frightened to let some
of their new recruits come into con-
tact with political discussion ?

At an IS public meeting in Liver-
pool on July 3rd, members of the
Labour Party Young Socialists, the
Intemational Marxist Group, and

end on #'RI information in securing
convictions to take action against
25 years of FBI harassment”’, it
can only be hoped that it will make
it clear why those who have been
subjected to a sustained campaign
of repression are nat inclined to see
the Watergate bugging as an aber
ation from a basically healthy

and democratic system.

As the
Romans do

ON A BUS going through Brixton,
one of our editorial staff was accos-
ted by a grossly overpainted hag.
‘Why can’t they wear our clothes
when they come over here?'’,

Our comrade looked around to
find who "they’’ were, and saw a
young Indian woman wearing a sari.
“Why should they?’’ he said, trying
to be reasonable — *Did the British
Imperialists in India ever go around

deep go the conceptions of a
‘‘woman’s role’’. Do these condes-
cending ‘helpers’ ever think that
they also ate off the plates that
need washing, or that they slept in
the bed too. Are not the children
just as much their responsibility?
The fight against these “4rivial’

Sl cspects of male chauvinism is an

We won’t
wait until

‘after the
|revolution’!

- DID YOU SAY last night ““I'11 do
the pots for you’’ to your female
partner, or ‘‘I’1l make the bed for
you'’ or perhaps ‘‘Shall I was the
kids for you''? |

Even among socialists and rey-
olutionaries who think they've left
male chauvinism far behind, this
sort of remark betrays just how

ldeological fight, and is just as im-
portant in our fight for a socialist
society as the other tasks that are
necessary in the liberation of
woman from the role assigned her
by class society — the tasks of
gaining equal pay and opportunity,
24-hour nurseries and child centres
socialised domestic facilities, etc.
Some socialists still expound
the theory that ‘‘after the revolut-
ion’* all these demands will be
granted and therefore there is no
need for a separate struggle now.
If we substitute ‘black’ for
‘women’, it is shockingly obvious
what’s wrong with such arguments.
Are we to wait until after the revol-
ution to ‘give* black people back
their integrity and equal status?
. . Linda Youd
L K K T
A READER HAS writteninto
comment on the piece in this col-:
umn last issue, ‘‘one law far the
rich’’, It appears that, not content
with loitering around bedroom win-
dows in the hope of proving co-
habitation, the S.S. have other
tricks of harassment for depriving
women of their rights. Our corres-
pondent reports that separated
wives are forced to apply to the

Fight member was harrassed and

were when the next conferences

should be (Coventry December, and

Edinburgh next July). There is to

- be a Socialist Women’s Conference
on September 22/23, and it is vital
that socialist women organise to
glve more coherent direction to the
Women's Liberation movement.

Workers Fight, as well as unaffili-
ated trade union militants 1ncluding
an executive committee manber of
Liverpool Trades Council, were
not only prevented from selling
“iterature, harrassed, and heckled
while attempting to speak, but !
subjected to violence. 4
- At apublic meeting in Wolver-
hampton on July 3rd, a Workers

=

rwlL

threatened with violence while
selling WF literature QUTSIDE the !
meeting. The IMG in Wolverhamp-
ton have had similar experiences.

In Birmingham on July ¢h, a WF
member was refused admission to a
public meeting by the local full-tim-
er, Granville Williams, who said =~ |
““We've finished all that debating
rubbish’’. Some IS comrades (mer-
bers of the Left Faction), although
eventually admitted, were also giv-
en an unwelcome reception.

in Indian clothes?"’

The woman was furicus. ‘‘When
in Rome, do as the Romans do'* she
retorted, and got off the bus .

-Of course. That never meant, as
most of us no doubt had imagined,
that one should be considerate to-
wards one’s hosts’ customs. When
in Rome, it says, not when in
Bombay, or York, or Khartoum.
Rome because it was the Fimpire,
the conqueror, and if you didn't
watch your step you'd be thrown to
the lions. And the Romans, of
course, did as they pleased abroad.
Just as the British in their Empire.

| OO0
ANOTHER VARIANT of this imper-
ial arrogance came out last week,
when Woodrow Wyatt stated that
“We have given our former colonies
independence. Colonialism is now
utterly wrong anywhere'’.

What a strange view of morality:
what I do is right while [ do i’ and
when I cease to need to do it, or
am no longer able to, then it be-
comes wrong — ‘‘utterly wrong any-
where*! !

—

| Courts for maintenance orders
against their husbands. If they
refuse, their Benefit is cut off,

Which is just another example

(as 1s the entire co-habitation
ruling, of course) of how the
oppression of women oppresses
men, too.

No lead
a

conference

THE WOMEN’S Liberation Confer-
ence in Bristol on the weekend of
12th July produced a few useful
discussions, and a collecticn of
over £50 for the S.E.l. strike (see
report p 11) — but very little con-
crete and practical.

t Bristol

At one session, our group (Rowi

dale) asked for help in defining to

new members what the aims of the

movement were. We were told that

there were no nationally set aims,

as an attempt to define them in the
. past had alienated some sisters!

- Thus, the only decisions taken
-

Sue Amall




WHEN INTERNMENT was introd-
uced inireland the internees were
subjected to a form of torture

which does not ieave any marks.
They were forced to stand with
their hands against the watl, hoods
over the heads and loud monctonous
noise in thelr ears; In addition they
were deprived of sieep and kept on
a bread and water diet.
rapidly breaks the victim down-into
temporary insanity, in which he has

delusions and sees and hears things

which are not there. In this cond-

ition he is liable to give away inform

ation.

The Compton report in Nov-

ember 1971 claimed this torture did
no long term damage. The Minister of

Defence, Lord Balniel, said: ‘*The

basic fact is that there was no brutal-

ity. no torture, no brain-washing, no
physical injury, no mental injury’’.

The claim of no brutality or physical
Injury was always an obvious lie, and ex-prisoners and their doctors in a
it is now clear that the hooding treat- report which Harold Wilson has re-

ment has left men with long4erm
mental disorders. A Professor of
Psychiatry at the University ‘

College,Cork,Robert Daly, has Inter-

viewed 20
had the hooding treatment,

HEATH AND WHITEL. AW ARE
now rubbing their hands with de-
licht. The results of the Northemn
Ireland Assembly elections and,
more importantly, the fact that
thev passed off relatively peace-
fully, has given the British govern-
ment a strong hand to play with
over the next few months.

He saw

For a period of three weeks -

during the election run-up, with
daily marathon programmes on TV
and radio, and extensive newspaper
campaign, and several hundred pol-
itical careerists charging around
the countrv canvassing, attention
shifted from the military struggie
between the Irish Republican Army
and the Rritish Army {with the Loy-
alist miiitants not quite sure where
they are) to the political arena.

BRIBERY

Though British and Irish news
men talked about the elections in
terms of findin g who really repres
ented the people of Northern Ire-
1and, and giving politicd leaders
a mandate to represent their elect
ors in political negotiations, this
was not what it was really all
about.

Having enticed the professmr-
al politicians into the electoral ar
ena with salaries of over £3000
(twice the old Stormont salary for

an MP) and a promise 0f some DOW-

or in the future if they behave as
good boys, Heath and Whitelaw ex
pect not to find too much difficulty
leading the members of the Assem:
hiy by the nose.

In a carve-up, the seats of the
Northern Ireland executive will be
filled on a power-shared basis
under the paternal eye of the Brit-
ish government. Or rather this 1S
what they hope will happen.

Though the Rritish govemment
think they see the light at the end
of the tunnel, they realise, in their

This process

BRITISH TORTURE
LEAVES SCARS ON
THE INSIDE

evidence of overt psychlatrlc liness weeks'’ Isolatlon with little human

In all of them. The most common
complaints were: fear and dread of
the world in general, inability to
sleep, nightmares. jumpiness, and
they were all depressed, many hav»
ing bouts of weeping.

Some had psychosomatic ilIness-
es like uicers and headaches.
These symptoms are the kind of
thing soldiers get in ‘‘shell shock’’

contact.
After that, Interrogatlon starts

in earnest, with unbroken interview-

ing and no sleep. The Intention is
to reduce the victim to a state
where he cannot tell the difference
between real ity and fantasy. Then
he can be brought to confess any-
thing.

These methods of psychologic-
al torture are aiso similar to the

Jr— e ~, o =
i
+
>
. f %
* g 1
3
8

. traditional methods, which include

These ex-internees had little will
to live, and several said they
would die rather than be tortured

or interrogated again.

A recent report on Portuguese
political prisoners shows that
Portugal uses similar methods of
steep torture In addition to their

ritie-butts to the head and beat-
ings.

Michael Bossut, a Belgian doct-
or, describes his interviews with

ceived.

The first stage is depersonalis-
ation, which seeks to remove all
the prisoner’s s familiar possess-

ternees, some of whom ions which reinforce his picture of
hlmself

Then follows several

more reflective moments, that it is
still a long tunnel. Though
attentiomhas focused almost ex-
clusivelv on the politicians, the
urban guerrillas who smashed Stor-
mont still exist. The conditions
‘which brought the Provos into
being — the sectarian 6 county
Orange state, and, more immediate-
ly, the activities of the British
Amy — stili exist. Despite the
- extensive military repression in
the Catholic ghettoes. a signific-
ant Republican military force still
exist, able to tie down over 2000C
soldiers and police
Though the attention of the
pundits and commentators has con-
centrated largely on the so-called
“centre’ Alliance and Northern Ire-
land Labour Parties, the sucegss
of the 800131 Democratlc and Lab-

eariier methods of the GPU in

-Russia. o
seems 10 be the greater efficiency
of British methods, which can
break a man in a few days.

This refinement probably owes
much to the *pure’ research done
by university psychologists on
sensory deprivation. Experiments
have brought about psychotic
states in a few hours by wrapping
people in soft bandages or floating
them in warm water.
absence of changes in sounds,
sights, or touch from the outside,
the ego loses its confirmation in
the external world and breaks
down.

The main difference

In the total

ED COLLINS

......
......

RUC — worked with the Army as tortur

-new growth
under Whiteluw’s wing

our Party has been of much mare
significance. The Irish Times, in
an editorial (2/7/73), put it thus:
“The SDLP in its new strength is
not just a guarantee for a more hop-
eful future for the North; it may

‘hold the key to the resolution of

the whole question of the relations
between’’ Britain and Ireland.

STRATEGY

Present British strategy is to
attempt to reintegrate the alienated
Catholic minority back into a ref-
ormed 6 county statelet - where pow-

“er will initially be shared between

London and Belfast, and, within

the north, between the Catholic

and Protestant middle classes.
The role of the SDLP in this
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Above Whi'ié'law

Fitt Cra:q and Fau!kner |

scenario has been.to cooperate

with imperialism in reforming tl
north. In return for winning the
Catholics away from the Provo:
they hope to be rewarded with
some seats In the new Northern
Ireland executive.

Though ‘Social Democratic’
name, and claiming to be a ‘rad

‘socialist’ party in some of thei:

propaganda, it is nothing of the
SOrIt.

The SDLP is a Catholic ghe
party, though one which is follc
ing what it considers a more re
istic strategy in attempting to

* bring a united Ireland into bein,
“The old Nationalist Party, thou

conservative in the economic a
social fields, and dominated co
letely by clericalism, at least
istently asserted a principled o
osmon to Rritish mterference 1
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Irish affairs. Even though for 50
vears the Nationalists did little
about the =xistence »f the Orange
state, thev at ieast were able to
trot out one or two of the ‘right’
slogans.

PRO-IMPERIALISTS

The SDLP, which grew on the
back of the Civil Rights Movement,
differs from the old Nationalist
Party on the formal position it
adopts with regard to imperialism.
They positively welcome Rritish
interference in Ireland, seeing the
British army and government as

- being the only force which can

successfully reform the Northern
state.
Way back in ’68, the main argu-

ment of Gerry Fitt was that we

should have British standards of

democracy in Northern Ireland.

Most of his time was taken up with
lobbying British Labour MPs to

try and get Wilson to tidy up the
north, ~

'Ihey have consx%tently ke[t
this position. Though willing to
make the required anti-British nois-
es at election time, the SDLP look
to the British government for the
power they hope to share with the
Unionists.

Fitt and Hume have been held
back from rushing headlong into
the arms of the British only bec
ause of the need to keep their base
in the Catholic community. In the
past, the dropping of the rents and
rates campaign, and talking to
Whitelaw before internment was
ended, has seriously damaged the
prestige of the party. ~

Th2 PBritish government made it
easy for them this time Carefully
leaked stories about the imminent
release of some Intemees helped
swing support behind the SDLP's
way of ‘fighting’ repression in the

1stic commentaries.
the Catholics were consistently

Harrowing acco
life ‘Behind the Wire’

JOHN McGUFFIN, A LECTURE

at Queens’ University, Belfast,
was one of those arrested in the
initial swoop by secuwrity forces

mounted on August 9th 1971 when
the decision was taken to use the

intemment weapon once again in
Ireland.

Hi s book,
on his experiences and observat-
ions. He describes how he was

few days preceding the elections.
The real regson for their elect-
oral victory has, however, been
overlooked in the fioud of joumal-
For 50 years

outvoted two to one by the Union-

1sts — the state being so construct-

ed as to give the Unionists their
bullt-in majority.

This led to the deveiopment of
a ‘fortress mentality’ amongst the
Catholics when it came to politics
As a minority, exi#ting in a state
which treated them as hostile, they
had to remain solid and united
against a stronger enemy.

Voting solidly for ‘their’ party
was more a statement of their en-
forced entrapment within the
Orange state than a positive
endorsement of personalities or
policies.

This time the traditional attitude

was reinforced by two factors.
Proportional Representation voting

held out to the Catholics the chancel
- of doing better than they had done

under the old-straight voting syst-
em. And there was disarray in the
Unionist camp between Faulkner on
the one hand and Paisley and Craig
on the other.

Economically, the party is as
pro-imperialist as the former Union-
ists were. The SDLP hope to

attract foreign capital with various

sorts of incentives — largely cheap
labour and free factories. Their
talk about state industry is only
sensible capital planning in a
backward area like Northem Ire-
land and has nothing to do with
soclalism.

~All in all, if it were not still

for the existence of the Provos, the

British Government would have
succeeded 1n its first round of
trying to win the Catholics back
into a reformed Northern Ireland.
AUSTEN MORGAN

‘Intemment’, 1s based

arrested at 4.45 am and given two
minutes to dress, before being hust-
led away in an army lomry. The
reason for lifting him was not that
he was a known ‘terrorist’, but bec-
ause he was a meanber, along with
Michael Farreil (now on hunger
strike in Crumlin Road Jail) and
others, of the People’s Democracy
movement, and could be expected
to protest vigorously against the
freatment meted out to intermnees
and also to the use of the
notorious Speclal Powers Act under
which internment was carried out.
The author was waken o Gird-
wood Barracks and interrogated.
He was lucky, escaping the worst
experiences of the “helicopter run’
the torture, the beatings, But he
saw the results on others, such as
ous 00zing out of someone’s neck
as a result of having four cigarette
buts stubbed out on 1t.

Beating

Hours of sleep were few and far
between. McGuffin also tells of
“the by now infamous obstacle
cours e — broken glass, barbed wire,
sharp stones. We were more fortun-
ate than people like Michael Farr-

i ell, who had had to traverse it in

daylight — with bare feet. We at
least had our shoes on, but one

slip meant a cruel beating. Then
we were rushed through a hole in

the wall and found ourselves in the
} erounds of Crumlin Road Jail.”’

They were handed over to the
screws, after two days at the mercy
of the British Army.

But the book is far more than a
mere personal record. The author
also deals with the Special Powers
Acts (originally a temporary meas-
ure introduced in 1922, but renewed
and renewed — even in ‘guiet’
years — until made permanent in

1933), the use of internment in Eng-

d 1and between 1916 and 1945, in the
26 Counties between 1922 and 1973,

and in the North from 1922 to March
of this year. There is a special
chapter on women internees, of

and was hosed down in her cell 3iy
times after being caught, Ann \&al S0
was subijected to a **white noise”’
machine at Castlereagh Pf)uc& Star-
ion. They are the latﬂst of a long
line of Irishwomen who ha\-e been

maltreated by the British authorit-
1e8.in Ireland.
There is much more: e Jomp-

ton Report and the roie »f press andd
televisicn are discussed, and ne
last chapter shows how intemmen:
is continuing under arnother name —
Detention.

According to the latest est mare
from the Northern Ireland Civil
Rights Association, there are at
present, 450 detainees, pius fdmw»:{
as many again waiting to be classi-
fied as such and heid in custody
pending a decision by one <f the
three commissioners appointed by
Whitelaw under the Detention of
Terrorists (Northern Ireland) Order
of November Tth, 1972. |

By far the most sinister aspect
of the situation is the use of meth-
ods of *‘sensory deprivation’’ — pro-
cedures involving noise being used
as a continuous bompardment of a
prisoner’s senses, or the ‘“*hooding’’
method, which also reduces contact
with the extemal world. These
techniques cause mental damage if
used on a person {or a prolonged
period, and there is evidence that
ex-internees who have gone through
this sort of thing have been perman-
ently damaged by it to the extent of
not being able to hold down a job
and reacting in vioi=nt panic to the
sound of an armoured car passing
the house,

It may all seem small beer comp-
ared with Mozambique and Vietnam.
But the fact that it happens at all
is a damning indictment of our rul-
ers and a cause of shame on our-
selves the longer we permit this
sort of thing in our name. This
book is a must; everyone should
read it.

CHRIS GRAY

which there are currently six in Arm- ‘Internment’ by John McGuffin is

agh Jail, most of whom have been
badly beaten.

Liz McKee, the first woman int-
ermmee of the current series,

2 qttempred with others 1o escape,

published by Anvil Books (Tralee)
and is available from ‘Rising Free’
radical bookshop and distributors,

197 Kings Cross Road, L.ondon
WC1 — 75p plus postage).



an interim report on Industrial Dem-
ocracy, which contains some new
and radical departures compared
with its previous attitudes.

The report could be dismissed
as simple window dressing, an
attempt hy the TUC to cover up its
collaboration with the Government’s
‘incomes policy’, Alternatively,
some have hailed the report as a
big victory for workers’ controi,
Neither view is entirely correct,

In most Western European count-
ries, there are moves afoot, or act-
ually in being, to attempt to draw
workers into some form of ‘partici-
pation’ in management. In this
sense, the TUC’s report is not an
isolated ‘radical’ leap forward, it
IS part of a general development.
The question arises, why has‘part
icipation’ become desirable at this
time ?

There are two main general regs-
ons, one of immediate relevance,
the other more long term. The first
general reason is to be found in the
need to try to hamess the work ers
in helping the capitalists to solve
the present ongoing crisis — partic-
wlarly in Rritain with the declining
profit rates of the last few years
and the rip-roaring inflation.

It represents the carrot in the
traditional ‘stick and carmrot’ tech-
nique. The stick is the Industrial
Relations Act and the wage freeze,

Complex

The other aspect of the*particip-
ation’ schemes is more complex.
Essertially it arises from the new
and advanced technology which has
developed since world war 2 and
more particularly in the last ten or
fifteen years.

With the increasing use of num-
erical control, automati on, and
computerisation, industrial process-
es have become more and more com-
plex. It is no longer possible to
maintain a command structure in
large areas of industrial life. It is
oW not sufficient that workers
should merely obey - they
must purposefully collaborate for
capitalism to maximise its profits.

On a whole series of questions,
the TUC does a complete tumabout
on previous attitudes,
al question of workers’
in management, it now comes out
for this as against the previous att-
itude of the unions maintaining
their ‘independence’. 1t raised the
question of ‘open the books’, a
slogan often condemned i the past,.

It calls for the election of ‘work-
er directors’ on Supervisory Boards
in all firms with more than 200
workers, and it includes the right
go recall such workers’ representat-
1ves.

It argues that Supervisory Boar-
ds, on which workers should have
half the seats should have the
right to override the Board of Dir-
ectors and the Annual General
Meeting of Shareholders.

. TUC HAVE JUST PUBLISHED

participation

French workers’ view of *‘participation’’. What does the TUC propose?

We have to ask, do the recomm-
endations of the TUC in fact mean
workers’ control of the system or
control of the workers by the capit-
alist system.

The value of the demands dep-
ends on the way they are camried
out. Take ‘open the books’, for
example. If this means Inquiries
into this or that bankrupt works or
company, and the massive sums
paid out to speculators, big share-
holders, landlords, top managers,
and so on, are not looked at, then
it will only end up as a weapon to
Justify redun cles. We have
seen this recently with many steel-
works closures.

S0, ‘open the books’, to be of
use, must mean that workers can
look into the account-books of the
whole economy.

And Supervisory Boards — they
could be g forum for mass workers’
meetings to exercise control over
bosses through mandated represent-
atives; or, more likely, a scheme
inr which worker-directors are
brought to accept and argue for
bosses’ policies on redundancies,
pay,etc.— a way to make workers
take responsibility for capitali sm.

The demand for workers’ control
goes right to the very heart of the
basic conflict between capital and
labour. To talk of participation or
joint control is to obscure the real-
ities of the class struggle. It is
impossible to reconcile the aim of
maximising exploitation with the
aim of minimising (or of abolishing)
it. All talk of workers’ partiripat-
ion in management, workers'’ contr-
ol, er self-management inevitably
leads to collaboration and absormpt-
ion by the system unless it is
clearly and at all times understood
that real control is possible only
on the basis of a fight to throw out
the bosses altogether, against the
present state and for a workers’
state.

There is a very old byt nonethe-

less true saying “!it's not only
what is said but who says it that

One must take into account’’. We

must compare the fine phrases
about industrial democracy put out
by the TUC with the actual actions
of the trade union bureaucrats.

In the mouths of those who In
fact collaborate with the capitalist
state and who aim for workers’
control within the capitalist system
the TUC’s programme is a prog-
ramme for workers to help police
themselves.

Irotsky

Trotsky discussed the question
of workers’ control of production in
the context of capitalist ownership
of capital, in a 1931 article., He
described workers’ control as ‘‘a
sort of economic dual power’’.

“If the participation of the
workers in the administration is to
be lasting, normal, stable, it must
rest upon class collaboration, and
not upon class struggle. Such
class collaboration can be realised
only through the upper strata of the
trade unions and the capitalist ass-
ociations. There have been no few
such attempts ... yet, in sl these
instances, it was not a case of
workers’ control over capital but
of the subserviency of the labour
bureaucracy to capital ...

““The closer it is to production,
to the factory, to the shop depart-

ment, the more impossible is this...

for it is a question here of the
direct vital interests of the work-
€rs, and the whole process devel-
ops before the eyes of the workers
themselves. Workers’ control
through factory councils is conc-
eivable only on the basis of sharp
class struggle, but not on the basis
of collaboration,’’

We have seen some instances of
this collaborationist type of work-
ers’ control over the last few years,
the most widely known being that

4 their jobs,

¥ of the UCS shipyards on Clydeside.

Trotsky’s ideas were confimed.
‘The workers seized control of
the yards not on the basis of coll-
aboration but in a struggle to keep
But the leadership had
a strafegy of working with the
state and with potential buyers for
UCS, and that strategy meant that
it ended up as a collaboration with
the bosses. | -
In any struggle for workers’
control the state will be on the
side of the possessing class. To
take control of production in the
factories and ignore the state isto
guarantee defeat. The bosses will
ensure that the state smashes )

B workers’ control committees or at

least ensures that they only oper- -
ate In the context of capitalist
interest.

Victory?

Ken Coates, who is a leading
member of the Institute for Workers®
Control, has given the TUC report
a glowing welcome. He wrote in
“Iribune’ on July 6th:

.. it is an unqualified victory
for the workers* control and indust.
rial democracy lobby, since at last
this crucial question has become
what it always should have been,
the central issue of Bnitish politic
al debate.*’

In this he could not be more
wrong. In applauding this report he
1s helping in the process of mystif-
ication, not clarification. If in
fact the issues, as they are raised
In the TUC report, were to become
the central ones of British politics,
they would have the effect of gutt-
ing the fight for workers’ power. If
the labour movement were to take
these demands without at the same
time raising the question of owner-
ship and state power it would be
led into complete subordination to
the capitalists’ class interests,

Coates tells us that the TUC's
proposals ‘‘could provide the basis
for real extensions of agressive ,
union control over production proc-
esses’’. That sounds fine, but is
it all that workers want 9 -

In a few modem factories, work-
ers are allowed to work flexible
hours and to decide the division of
labour among themselves. In that .

- way the employers hope to get

better work performance.

Such reforms may still be valy-
able and even worth fighting for.
But it is pure deception to confuse
this sort of ‘control of the product-
ion process’ (where the aims of

- broduction and the distribution of

the surplus are firmly under capital-
ist control) with full workers'
‘control, | o
- 'The fight for workers’ control
can only be placed correctly within
a programme for socialism. In and
of itself it is no such programme.
If after all the sell-outs over the
last few years by the bureaucrats,
anyone thinks they are likely to |
construct such a programme, they
must either be cynical or mad.




From Labo

........

FROM LABOURISM TO SOCIALISM by Michael Barratt Brown
Published by Spokesman Books at £3.25

FOR TWO DECADES, FROM 1945 UNTIL RECENTLY, THE USA AND
‘Western Europe have seen unparallelled prosperity. Large sections of
workers could win better pay and conditions without, in most cases,

taking up a political fight.
Now it is different.

MICHAEL. BARRATT BROWN'’s book FROM LABOURISM TO SCCI-
ALISM has at least the merit of asking the right questions for the formul-
ation of a strategy for the British working class. The author sees the

hreakdown of the consensus between

ed the class struggle until the late '60s, under the pressure of the

crisis of Rritish capitalism.

Although he exaggerates the
extent to which it ever totally dom-
inated the working class, the author
makes it clear that he sees the
days when simple economic gains
were possible by sectional factory-
hy-factory methods as long past.

Unfortunately, asking the right
questions is no guarantee of gett-
ing the right answer. Following
the political tradition of the Instit-
ute for Workers’ Control, with which
he is closely associated, Barratt
Brown's strategy is left reformist.
Beyond Tribune perhaps, but ref-
ormist all the same.

His prescriptions for the British
warking class are based on the
argument that the breakdown of the
poSt-war consensus wili create a
period of ‘‘dual control’’ where
neither the working class nor the
capitalist class will exercise full
domination over British society.

This, in his opinion, means that
“its (capitalist) power can be incr
easingly chailenged by reforms”
and ‘‘this (radical social change)
implies the pressing of every reform
... right up to and beyond the lim-
its of what capitalism is capabie of"’
(p. 12-13, my emphasis). The ref-
orms he has in mind are control of
prices, guaranteeing the right to
work, raising the position of low

paid and women workers, and extend-

ing social control over resource
allocation.

— Division
- Barratt Brown sees the struggle

for these demands as a means of
educating the working class and of
making real gains for socialism by
encroaching on the power of capital
as ‘‘social provision increasingly
replaces private production?’’(p.241)

This view is based on a divis-
ion between what the author calls
the ‘repressive’ and the ‘conformat-
ive’ aspects of the state. He corr-
ectly argues that in post-war Britain
the role of the state has been
mainly ‘conformative’ (i.e. has serv-
ed to institutionalise and thus soft-
en class conflict), and goes on to
state that, provided workers’ organ-
isations retain their independence,
they can participate in ‘‘conformat-
ive”’ institutions, in the interests
of the working class. Their ‘‘pot-
entially ambiguous nature’’ (p.92)
means that ‘‘a situation of dual
power within the system may be a
necessary part of a transition to
full power’’ (p. 70).

Let us retum to reality at this

capital and labour which dominat-

point. Does this advancing wave
of reforms in fact exist ? No: the
break-down of the ‘post-war consen-
sus’ has in fact created a situation
where governments, Labour and
Tory alike, have tried to take back
reforms.

What does the participation of

trade unions in the ‘conformative’
state bodies actually mean ? It
means incomes policies, productiv-
ity deals, and so on. | |

Of course, it Is possible for the
working class to make real gains
within capitalism. We would argue
that history shows that such gains
can only be limited; if they go
beyond narrow limits and really
hurt the ruling class, it will come
to open class warfare; and the
decisive question in that open
class warfare is the degree of det-
emmination, clear-headedness, and
preparation of the working class —
depending partly on whether social-
1sts have clearly explained the
need for violent ov&throw of the
capitalist state, or have instead
muttered about ‘encroachment’ ~
rather than the greater or lesser
number of reforms we may have
previously won.

Nonetheless, there can be real
gains. But to say that this means
that the state is ‘ambiguous’ is a
confusion. Firstly, there are no
grounds for Barratt Brown's divisi-
on between ‘repressive’ and ‘con-
formative’ aspects. One might as
well say a policeman is ‘repress-
ive’ when he beats you up on a
picket line and ‘ambiguous’ when
he helps old ladies across the road:
he is still one policeman, not two.

State

And in any case the state can
perfectly well grant concessions to
the working class through its ‘“‘re-
pressive’’ as well as its'¢onformat-
ive ' functions,; for examp'e by
banning fascist organisations.

The real point is that Barratt
Brown is confusing the state with
socliety at large — implicitly ass-
uming that any reform in society
reflects the good will of the state.
In fact, if a defeated army retreats
before vicroricus wrocrns, tha: does-
N't mean nar e conguerss AT LS
leadi ng its opponents < wiomon
If the state is forced 10 gve wage

Bruce Robinson |
- " ‘the model of a revolutionary party

- TR

urism to... Labouris

increases to miners, that doesn't
mean they have become the miners’
friends.

“Conformative'' pressures often
go along with a more or less open
use of the repressive apparatus.
This can be seen at present, when
at the same time the Tories are
attacking immigrants, pickets, etc,
and also making big attempts to
reach compromise with trade union
bureaucrats. '

Barratt Brown’s views on work-
ing class organisation are closely
linked with his views on the state.
He argues (wrongly, we think) that

constructed by Lenin was based on
the assumption of illegality or, at
best, barely modified repression’

( p. 239 — perhaps Barratt Brown
will now change his position, at
least for France !): and states that
a mass party representing many
working class interests but based
on the trade unions, is the need in
a period of ‘'dual control’’.

Faith

If the Labour Party did not exist,

it would be necessary to invent it !
He argues that work through the
Labour Party is the essential polit-
ical complement to struggles in the
rade unions, and that a democratis-
ation of the party would avoid the
pitfalls of the last Labour govern-
ment.

He develops a long programme
for the next I,abour government,
without specifyving how the Labour
government will come about or how
it will be forced to carry through
his programme, or how workers can
best fight off the atlfacks on their
organised strength right now.

As far as the trade unions are
concerned, he puts faith in the
left-wing speeches of Jack Jones
and Hugh Scanlon. He writes glow-

ingly of how ‘‘the AUEW and T&G

WU led the forces opposed categor-
ically to any cooperation by the
TUC with the Goyemment over the
(Industrial Relations) Act” (p 181)
Unfortunately, Brother Scanlon now
seems to have decided that the Act
is “‘conformative’’, not *‘repress-
ive’”’..... |

Union democracy is reduced to a

matter of a few readjustments in un-
ions such as the AUEW and T&GWU

with statements such as ‘‘gi ven the
strong democratic base of most uni-
ons, the bureaucratic rule of lead-
ers could always be challenged and
democratic leaders could always
give power back to the base’’.

Here theae is an assumption that,

just because Scanlon or Jones were
at the head of this or that demonstr-
auon, this or that strike, they in
fact created that working class act-
ion. Barratt Brown’s thinking is

e i

arrives at dividin g society into two
parts, of which one is superior to
society’’.

The part '‘superior to society’’
of Barratt Brown’s world includes,
mainly, himself and the Left trade
union and Labour Party leaders.
Beneath is the working class, oce-
asionally benefiting from the *‘amb-
iguous’’ action of the state or from
the generosity of ‘‘democratic lead-
ers (who) give power to the base’’.
The process of reform trundles on,
and if Barratt Brown can get a word
in the ear of the labour tops at the
right time, who knows, the working
class might one day find itself giv-
en soclalism,

National

The same manipulative approach
comes through in Barratt Brown’s
approach to the question of “'trans-

national’’ companies. *'This act
(of EEC entry) hands over to the
representatives of labour in Britain
.. the power to evoke national senti-
ment behind demands for coritrol
over the transnational companies’’.
(Presumably the masses are too
stupid to actually see their own
interests; they can only be mobilis-
ed on the basis of reactionary pre-
judice !)

Barratt Brown’s view of the
state is closely linked to the econ-
omic programme heputs forward. He
argues for direct cortrols over the
transnational fimms, as a road to-
wards socialism. At the same time
Barratt Rrown argues against the

myth of socialism in one country.

In effect, Barratt Brown is say-
ing that British capitalists are not
as bad as ‘transnational’ (i.e., real-
ly, foreign) capitalists. The “'evok-
er of national sentiment’’ goes on
to evoke more by arguing for discr-
iminatory controls against foreign
firms by the next Labour govern-
ment, to prevent the British warking
class suffering the effects of a bal-
ance of payments deficit. How try-
ing to involve the working class in

“a bitter, chaotic protectionist battle

between national capitals works
towards international socialism, is

not clear.
y_

Realit

If this article has hardly dealt
with the immediate tasks facing the
working class now, it is because
the book hardly refers to the reallty
of the present-day class struggle.
Thus the demand for workers’ con-
trol, instead of being a demand that
can in various concrete ways carry
the struggle forward, becomes a
general panacea to be obtained in
a peric 1 of ‘dual control’ .

The working class, and the rev-
olutionary party we must build, are

like the doctrine of which Marx wrote not active makers of history in

:.'_r.a: 2 forge:s that it is men that
ange sircumstances and that the

Hence, this doctrine necessarily

Bamratt Brown’s book; it is ondy by
throwing off his ideas of reliance
and vague hopes ha: we wi. In
fact change nis:cry.



Smash Portuguese Imperialism! But...

- What About Britain’s

- Massacre in Ireland?

Text of a leaflet distributed at the demonstrafion against Caetano’s visit on Sunday 15th July.

BRITAIN carried out its own hor-
rible passacre in Ireland in Jan-
uary last year — the massacre of 13
innocent, unarmed civilians who
“were marching in a demonstration

the COMPLETE INDEPENDENCE
of the Irish people in ALL THEIR
32 COUNTIES. Not only must
Caetano be kept out of Britain, and
harrassed wherever he goes if he

geninst Britain’s military dictator~ comes in: |

ship in Northern Ireland. Do you Britain must pull all its troops

remenber it ? This was the BLOODY out of Ireland!

SUNDAY massacre in Derry. Britain’s concentration camps
WILSON sent in the troops into  in Ireland must be closed down!

Ireland in 18609. All of Ireland must be retumed

to the Irish people!

Lonhro

Many people are hiding the true
facts about Britain's bloody hand
in the Mozambique massacres. For
about a hundred years the Portug-
uese have carried out the orders of
English millionaires in Southern
Africa. No sooner had the English
financiers grabbed the gold mines
of South Africa in the Boer War of
1899-1902, than Lord Milner made
an agreement with the Portuguese
colonialists called the Mozambique
Convention, which STILL STANDS
today. -'

The Portuguese agreed to press
gang hundreds of thousands of
black slaves in Mozambique, and
hand them over to the white South
African racists to be slave-driven
in gold mines owned by English
capitalists. Most of the wage
slaves who are today sweated by
British capitalists in the South
African gold mines, come from
Mozambique. That is the real mean-
ing of the ‘‘Anglo-Portuguese

WIHIEREE
W

HEATH gave them the order to
fire in Derry. The Widgery Tribunal
which inquired into the massacre
was a lying dose of whitewash.

WILSCN is now having a pious
orgy of morality. He h=s condemned
the ‘““obscene savagery’’ of the
Patguguese massacre of hundreds
of Africans in Mozambique. He
zays the Portuguese Hitler,
CAETANO, should not be allowed
into ‘“thi s or any other civilised
country’’. Quite right, but... How
civilised is England's 800 years of
invasion, massacre, robbery and
exploitation of the Irish people?

The Rritish Army’s SAS assass-
ination squads and pro-British
storin troopers like the UVF, the
UDA and the UFF are murdering
and torturing innocent Catholics
every day of the week in the streets
of Belfast. The SAS is trained for
assassination and torture just like
the NAZI SS and just like the Port-
uguese DGS.

Just as Mozambique is a colony
of Portugal, Northern Ireland is a
colony under the dictatorship of
Britain.

Rritish workers must fight for

‘al home' and (since ‘advanced’ capitalism became imperialist) of the workers and peasants
in the colonies and neo-colonies abroad. | |

R is a vicious system geared to buttressing the strong against the weak, to serving the
handful of capitalists against the millions of workers, and to keeping many millions in
poverty so that a few may prosper. Capitalism exalts property and degrades life. It is al the
root of the racialism which poisons and divides worker against worker. It is a system of
massive waste and social disorganisation, at the same time as it forces the working class
to fight every inch of the way to better or even maintain its wages and conditions.

Having once been progressive, in that it at least developed, in the only way then possible
the productive resowrces of mankind, it is now a totally reactionary force in history. Its
expansion after World War 2 gave it merely the appearance of health: in reality the boom was
like the flush on a sick man’s face. Already economic expansion has given way Lo creeping -
(] TODAY the ruling class can keep their system going only at the cost of large scale un-
employment and attempts to cut, the living standards of workers in the ‘rich’ parts of the .
world, of massive starvation and bloodshed in the ‘poor’ two thirds of the world, and of the
the ever-present threat of the destruction of humanity through nuclear war. |
THE ONLY WAY OUT is for the working c¢lass to take power and to bring the resources
of the modem economy under a rational working class plan, in place of the present unplanned
and blind private profit system. Having overthrown capitalism and established social owner-
ship of the means of production, the working class will build towards a truly communist
society, in which at last the pririple will be ‘“From each according to his ability, to each
according to his needs."”’

COMMUNIST PARTIES, SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC PARTIES. But in country after country
these parties have joined capitalist governments and managed capitalism. Tr.ey have
betrayed the socialist aspirations of their working class supporters, tied the labowr move-
ment {o the bosses’ state, interest and ideology, and destroyed the political independence
of the working class.

The task is therefore to build a socialist party which will stand firmly for the interests
of the working class. WORKERS' FIGHT is a group of revolutionary socialists, aiming to
build that party: a party which is democratically controlled by an active working class
membership, which preserves its political independence and fights the jideological dominat-
ion of the ruling class |

] The basis of owr activity is the scientific theory of MARXISM, the only theory which
gives a clear understanding of present day society and of the necessity of revolutionary

[) Although they cannot organise the struggie for workers’ power, THE TRADE UNIONS are
indispensable for the defence of workers’ interests. We fight for the independence of the
unions from all state control, and within the unions for militant policies and for democmcey.
We see the trade union bureaucracy as a distinct ‘stratum which acta as a broker between
workers and bosses, Ita life and work-situgtion is quite different from that of the working
class. Lacking a direct,necessary allegiance to working class interests, or any fundamental
histotical interests of its own, its general tendency is to work with the bosses and their
state against the working class,

[ § CAPTTALISM is inseparable from the exploitation by the bourgeoisie of the working class

" The working class has created political parties for this purpose — LABOUR PARTIES,

Alliance®’,

- Angus Ogilvy, husbana of
Princess Alexandra, is one of the
Idle parasites who live off the

- blood and sweat of the black slaves
in Mozambique. He runs LONHRO,

which is simply a gang of thieves
who own huge properties in Mozam-
bique, including the Umtali-Beira
pipeline. No wonder NATO gives
tanks, aircraft and machine guns to
the Portuguese to massacre the
Africans. No wonder Ogilvy’s milit-
aristic relative, Prince Philip, has
just come back from wining and din-
ing with Caetano.

And that is why Butcher Heath
is also playing pals with Butcher
Caetano.

. Rritain’s imperialist crimes in

‘Ireland and Mozambinue must be
-brought to an er 1!

Rritish workers must support

‘the revolutionary fight of the Irish

and African peoples for indepen-
dence. Anything less is dishonest
and hypocritical. It is all too easy
to support national liberation strug-
gles when they are far way, and
against the capitalists of some
other nation. But the British left
has a disgraceful record of keeping
silent about the crimes of ‘our own’
ruling class, especially in Ireland.
HOW can the Communist Party
honestly fight for the independence
of Mozambique when it refuses to
fight for the independence of Ire-

. land? The CP confines itself to

pressing Whitelaw’s military dict-
atorship for a ‘Rill of Rights’. o
What use would a ‘Bill of Rights’

be in Caetano’s Mozambique? None!
So why demand it for Ireland?

HOW can we accept the sincer-
ity of the MILITANT who called on
the British labour movement to arm
Frelimo, and at the same time .
attack the Provisional IRA week
after week as “‘terrorists’’ and
“sectarian maniacs’'? And what

abott the INTERNATIONAL 80C-

TALISTS, who, de facto, supported
British troops going into Ireland in
1969 and now refuse to support the
campaign for the release of Irish
political prisoners in Coventry.
And this sort of Great Britain -
chauvinism is no different in the
SOCTALIST LABOUR LEAGUE, ~
who have never supported a single
Irish demonstration against the =~
crimes of the British Government
in Ireland. :

Sy = 5 _
Britisin Left
/ith very few exceptions, nearly
the whole British left has shown |
itself in Ireland to be heavily
tinged with imperialism and even
racialism. When it comes to Ireland,
intemationalism stops at Holyhead.
Why has there not been a sir.2le
case of industrial action aga 3t -
Britain’s own imperialist we * = -

All the moral indignation . iinst
the Portuguese atrocities in :.iozamr
bique is worthless unless we cre
prepared to fight for: |

SOLIDARITY WITH FRELIMO!

SOLIDARITY WITH THE IRISH
EPUBLICAN ARMY !

'C‘)nly a mass national rank and file movement, linking up the different industries and
guwaed by the ideas of revolutionary Marxism can, in this period, tum the trade unicns into

reliable instruments of working class interests, independent of the bosses’ state. |
We fight against the INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS ACT, against any incomes policy under

capitalism, and against any legal restrictions on trade unionism.

against productivity bargaining.

[l We fight against UNEMPLOYMENT'; for a national minimum wage ; for wirk or full pay.

We fight to extend the power of workers tn control the details of their own lives in indusky

here ana now. We stand for the fight for WORKERS' OCONTROL with the understanding that
it can be made a serious reality only in a workers’ state. We are against any workers’ ‘part-

icipation’ in managing their own exploitation under capitalism.
We believe that the*'PARLIAMENTARY ROAD TO SOCIALISM''is a crippling illusion.

The capitalist class will not leave the stage peacefully; no ruling class ever has, Socialism
can be built only hy smashing the capitalist state machine (army, police, civil service)
which is the ultimate defence of the bosses’ power in society, and replacing it with a state

based on democratic Workers’ Councils.

THE LABOUR PARTY is a capitalist party in its ideas, its policies, and in its record in

govermnment. At the same time, the bedrock organisations of the working class, the trade
unions, support and finance the Labour Party. ‘There is an ‘open valve’ connection between
the Labour Party and the Unions, allowing the possibility of large scale active working

class participation in the party.

~V‘Je relate to the Labour Party, therefore, not by simply denouncing it, but by attempting to
advance the working class towards outgrowing and breaking through the particular stage in

its own development — ideological, political and organisational — represented by Labouriam.
We fight for full and equal rights for WOMEN, for female emancipation from the male

domination which has co-existed throughout, history with class society and which has its
roots in such society. We fight, in particular, for the emancipation of women of our own
class, suffering a double and triple exploitation, who have been most accurately described

as the ‘'slaves of the slaves”’.

of immigrant workers into

We fight against RACIALISM and against immigration controls. We fight for the integration
the labour movement and for a united front against capitalism,

whilst supporting the right of black minorities in Britain to form defence leagues or indep-

endent political organisations.

L) We give unconditional support to the struggles of oppressed peoples everywhere fighting
against IMPERIALISM, and to their organisations leading the fight. | ~
- [ JBritish workers have — fundamentally — more in common with every single worker

throughout the globe, irrespective of race, religion, or colour, than with the whole of the
British ruling class. We see the fight for socialism as a world-wide stnuggie, necessitat-
ing the creation of a world revolutionary party, such as Leon Trotsky founded the Fourth
Intemational, in 1938, to become. We consider that the mainstream of Trotskylam survive
ing from the 1938 Fourth International is the United Secretariat of the Fourth Intemational
bit that this organisation in some of its thecries and much of its practice (for example

that of the British section) represents a degenerate form of Trotskyism. We fight for the

regeneration of the Fourth Intemational.

[J we stand for a political revqlution of the working class against the bureaucracies of

~ THE U.S.S.R. and the other countries called ‘communist® which we con sider to be degen-
erated and deformed workers’ states, The socia regime of the different bureaucracies
has nothing in common with socialism, let aione with real communism. At the same time, -
we defend the nationalised economy in these countries against capitalism and imperialism,
unconditionally: that is, irrespective of the selfish, y anti-working-class and anti-

revolutionary policies of the ruling bureaucrats, and &

t those policies.

(] There are OTHER POLITICAL GROUPS which have generally similar aims, but methods
differing from ours, or differing conceptions about what needs to be done here and now, We
conaider all these groups to be seriously — sometimes grosaly — inadequate in theory and
practice. We favour unity in action with these groups where possible, and a serious dia-

iogue about our differences.



COVENTRY
Rally

for Irish
prisoners

THE NEXT FEW WEEKS HAVE
two very important dates in the
continuing Irish struggle.July 31st
is the anniversary of Operation
Motorman when the British tanks
crushed the no-go enclaves in
Belfast and Derry. A year later
the schools and sports grounds
remain occupied,

August 9 marks the beginning
of the third year of intemment.
Although the name has been chang-
ed to ‘detention’, the numbers in-
volved are reaching pre-direct-rule
levels. The second anniversary of
intemment must not be allowed to
pass without the maximum amount
of protest from socialists, republic-
ans, and trade-unionists through-
out Britan and Ireland.

We in the Coventry 7 Prisoners’
Defence Committee have been very
active in attempting to secure the
unconditional release of our own
political prisoners here in Cov-
entry. We call for the uncondition-
al release of all Irish political
prisoners, the ending of internment
and an amnesty for all those inv-
olved in the struggle as an essent-
ial part of any acceptable settle-
ment to the Irish situation.

To further these ends, we have
called a march and rally in Covent-
ry on Stnday August 12th. We will
assemble at Hearsall Common,
next to All Souls Church, Earls-
don, Coventry, at 2.30, before
marching to the Precinct in Cov-
entry for a rally wih national
speakers. |

Fratemally,

WILLIAM THOMPSON
tor Coventry Prisoners’ Defence
Committee, ¢ /o 27 Paynes L.ane,
RHillfields, Coventry,

€ 531.26:

Over
half way

THE WORKERS’ FIGHT Fighting
Fund launched in January has now
crossed the half~-way mark with a
total of £531.28. So far we have
heen able to finance one technical
improvement — a guillotine to cut
our pamphlets square, Aparl from
that, the money |s absolutely need-
ed to keep us going. We don’t get
income from advertisements as the
established press does, nor do we
have rich backers.

So if you think that we have
something worth saying - glve us
the means to say Il.

EDITORIAL BOARD:

Rachel Lever
(Managing Edltor)
Sean El\ctgomno
‘Martin Thomas
Andrew Hornunﬁ
Stephen Corblshley
Bas Hardy

\

Tony Brockman (Business Manager)
Published by Workers' Fight,
08 Gifford S8t, London N.1
Printed by voluntary labour.
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20 years a teacher = still
on probation

ALLONG WITH THE WANDSWORTH
3 (p. 4), another NUT militant,
with over twenty years’ teaching
experience, is being victimised.

In 1969 she was one of twelve
teachers who tried to improve cond-
itions in an Islington primary
school. The issues were such
things as requests for staff meet-
ings and more teacher control of
purchase of stock. She and seven
other teachers were forcibly remov~
ed to other schools as a result.

The samething is beginning to
happen again to this woman. Her
persistent requests to be assigned
to a school and thus gain security
of tenure have been refused. Every
time this vastly experienced teach-
er is moved to another school, she
has to undergo an extra probation-
ary year !

Her local National Union of
Teachers association has taken up
the case. At a stomy emergency
meeting last week attended by over

ation at the teacher’s school all

100 members, it overwhelmingly
passed a resolution calling for:
(a) a letter to parents outlining the
facts: (b) a demand to the Execut-
ive to sanction a weekly demonstr-

This last decision has raitled
officials of the Inner ;London Tk
ars’ Association, one of whom
walked out of the subsequent hear
ing at the Inner London Education
Authority and left her virtually
unrepresented.

tan Hollingsworth

Anti-fascists incourt

13 ANTI-FASCIST DEMONSTRAT-
ors face severe fines and are app-
ealing for aid.

They were arrested while pro-
testing against Colin Jordan’s anti-
immigration rally in Liverpool on
June 30th.

Six have already been sentenc-
ed, but two of those still to come
up are facing serious charges.
Tony Boyle of Tower Hill Rents
Acti on Group is charged with hav-
ing an offensive weapon and with
assault.

next term until she gains satisfact-
ion.

Winen Tony Bovle was let out of
jail (after four hours with nc medic
al attention) his jacket was soaxes
with blood down one side anc his
face and body were badly briised,
The police claim that one poiize-
man hit him once.

S far theDefence Commiiies
has only managed to collent abiut
£50 and they reckon about £300
will be needed.

Paul Barks~.
12 Upper Duks &,

Defence Fund:
Liverpool 1.
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STRIKE

ENTERS

Tth WEEK

DESPITE THREE MASS confrontat-
ions with the police, the equal pay
strike of APEX (clerical unicn)
members at the Eccles and Heywood
plants of Salford Electrical Instrum-
ents has continued into i{s seventh
week.

At Heywood the AUEW product-
ion workers have come out for tok-
en strikes and hgve blacked mater-
ial crossing the picket line, The
strike is firm and confidence is
high.

At Eccles, though, instead of
being glad that ‘staff' are seeing
themselves as ordinary workers
and taking trade union action, the
AUEW is hostile to the strike.
Several strikers have retumned to
work, but a 24-hour picket has been
kept up, with help from Manchester
Women's Liberation and local left
groups including Workers Flght,

Transport drivers have usually
respected the picket, Gardners
engineering workers have support-
ed the plicket, and some unions,
including NUPE, have given fin-
ancial asslstance.

Both Eccles and Heywood mem-
bers of APEX have recently joined
the union. They faced a situation
where everyone was on different
wage rates; where new recruits
could not be made unless they
started on higher rates than pecple
already there; where staff got less
for overtime than for ordinary wak

ing rates. |
They have demanded £20 for

women, £25 for men, and normal
overtime rates,

This is a vital dispute on the
equal pay issue If the women win
their demand. it will be a victory
for thousands of exploited women
workers. and for the unity of the
whaole working class

phased out altogether if they can
no longer be used as cheap labour.

the local stewards who refuse to

.....

we!

TaTRM.
B AT

Pickets clash with scab van at SEl

In 1975 the Equal Pay Act will
hecome law, but unless women
fight now the Act will simply
mean that rwomen will find them-
gelves in ‘E’' grades or maybe

STOP PRESS

July 18th: THE STRIKE IS WON!
An agreement, as yet verbal and in-
formal, has been reached with the
management to negotiate equal pay
oh the basis of @ minimum basic,
regardiess of sex. Carrle Everelt,
the negotlating steward at Eccles,
told me that, as long as she got a
no victimisstion guarantee and proof

support the clerical workers’ ~of minimum wage rates, she would
- rical workers” fight regard the strike as victorious.L v

Sue Amall/Linda Youd

The full weight of the national
AUEW should be brought down on

AR e T SR

7o inla oumgom ainst raciem,
| WORKHRS' F{GHT has produced o
| 20-page pamphiet which axpiaing

| the roots of racist thinking, tekee
up ‘roasonable’ sounding reeist

1 srguments, examines the mciam of

| the"popuier’ peychdlogist Bysenck,
snd exposes fasclet Inflitration in
the Unlons.

The pamphiet Is written in a olear
styte, and shouild be an Invaluable
ald 10 miiitante striving to tight
raolpm at worhk,

We appeal to alf readers and su
fomn of Workers'Fight 1o take [}

nio thelr workplace and make sure
It gots as wide o oiroviation as
posaible,

Singie Issues 10p & postage

Bulk Orders: 50p for 6; 80D for 12

Just out, a collection of reprints from “iorkers'
Fight on the general strike. A short introduct-
ory section deals with the events of July 1972
and the situation leading up to them. The central
section contains articles on the experience,
including Britain 1919-26;, France May 1968; the
1972 Quebec general strike, and a new transiat-
ion of Rosa Luxemburg on Belgium, 1902. A
third section deals with the question of trade
unions and the State, and an appendix discusses
the positions of the left groups on the General k
Strike and the July Crisis of 1972.

Price 20p pluy 5p postage from:
98 Gifford St, London N.1

The
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ON 12 JULY AT MOL.D, 8 BUIL.L-
ing workers were found not guilty of
affrav and intimidation underthe
1875 Act.

The first attempt to get convict-
ions on the intimidation in prepar-
ation for the Shrewsbury trial in the
autumn, has failed.

Rut five of the eight were found
cuilty on damages charges and fin-
ad a total of £195. And immediate-
ly three more building workers foll-
cwed the 8 into the Mold dock.

Arthur Murray, Billy Hough ami
Ios Hodson are charged with intim-
idation, and Arthur and L.es are
also charged with threatening dam-
age to property, at Padeswood on
7 August 1972, under the 1875 Con-
spiracy and Protection of Property
Act and the 1971 Criminal Damage
Act, .

Sit e manager Buckle stated that
T’ official Roberts had told him
that there was no sign of an official
strike on that site, and that Buckle
would have 48 hours' notice in writ-
ing if the men were to be asked to
come out ! The building workers
in the public gallerv just laughed !
But 1t isn’t really funny.
Obviously, the ‘respectable’ pmoc-
edure for going on strike is being
set up against ‘illegal’ rank and
file activity.

The evidence of police and pol-
jce witnesses is cenfral. The acc-
used are alleged to have threatened
the men on the Padeswood site that,
wmless they stopped work, violence
would follow, to them, to their hom-
es, and to a car. 10 hear, this out,
rolice witnesses have been quoting
defendant Arthur Murray.

Strangely enough, they claim to
remember exactly what he said, and
they all remember almost exactly
the same wonds, from nearly a year
ago ! This despite the fact that
they are so ‘confused’ that one of
them has admitted that he has for-
gotten all the other details.

Another, who didn't say any-
thing about threats in his statement
to the police, may be talking about
another date altogether.

The police themselves were pres-
ent on the site at the time. They
didn’t call reinforcements, although

they could have done - they admit
that they didn’t hear any threats !

The judge, in summing w at the
end of the trial of the 8, almost
made up for the weakness of the ev-
idence. He defined intimidation as
involving wrongful and unlawful
acts, with a view to getting men to
abstain from work. The men don't
have to be terrified by such ‘acts’;
they simply have to stop work.

In other words, any successful
picketing involving anything other
than communicating infrmation, is
intimidation !

For ‘affray’, according to the
judge, you simply have to be pres-
ent and ‘in amongst the men carry-
igg out the acts of violence’ whilst
wnlawful fighting’ or a ‘display of
force’ is going on in such a manner
as might reasonably be expected to
terrify others of reasonable mind or
character.

So why did the jury acquit the 8
of intimidation and affray ? It was
a question of whether or not they
believed the police case, and they
chose not to.

They could not accept that norm
al militant trade union activity
should be illegal.

Nor can we.

CYNTHIA BALDRY

STOP PRESS:
The Mold trial |s now over, with the

‘tast Defendants, Arthur Murray and

Les Houson, acquitted. (The charg-
es against Bllly Hough were drop-
ped at the last minute.) it’s now a
matter of full steam ahead to defend
all 24 at Shrewsbury In the Autumn,
with the demand that all the charges
are dropped.

A welcome hew development is
that the Transport & General at [ts
conference last week was pressed
to commit iteelf to the support of
its members (19 out of the 24). It
has promised ‘Legal support’: but
while this, together with any funds
for expenses and to compensate for
lost wages, is Important, what |s
really essentlai is the organisation
of political and industrial support;
the Union should Initiate local T&G
support committees, to liaise with
existing Defence Committees or to
take the Initiative in setting them

up.

LUMP:

BOSSES-U
DEAL NO ANSWER

THE NEWS THAT Union officials
in the building industry are on the
verge of reaching an agreement with

the employers on the question of the
1ump’ should be examined carefully.

In the July edition of ‘Viewpoint’
(the monthly paper of the Union of
Construction, Allied Trades and
Technicians-UCATT) it is stated
that ‘‘tentative agreement has been
reached with the employers on a
number of labour relations reforms
which are intended to help the expa
nsion of self-employment and lump-
working in construction. The inten-
Hon is to introduce new working
rules which will reinforce the auth-
ority’ of national collective bargain-

The National Joint Council of
the Building Industry will, if the
proposals go through, compile &
register of companies. Fuims on the
reglster will be those who abide by
certaln principles - the main ones
outlined are: direct communication
between management and union
officials; advice to union officers
about the starting up of new sites,
manpower requirements and detalls
of likely sub-contractors. The
aystem of ‘‘checking off”, wherehy
firms actually obtain union cards for
the men they employ and collects
the men’s dues on behalf of the

union officials, is also likely to inc-

rease. This is how the bureaucrats
of UCATT propose to fight the
cancer of the Lump — by hiding it
under a cloak of respectability.

A legitimisation of the ‘checking
off’ system will lead, among other

| things, to a more effective blacklist.

1t w'll do nothing to combat the at-
mcious conditions under which
many lump men are employed. Under
thus system of operations a lumper

| will become nominally & union man,

although in reality nothing will have
changed.

By placing greater power with
the NJCBI the union officials hope
to be able to take away the initiat-

SHOTTON STEEL -

A CORRECTION

in the article in WF 29 reporting
the mass meeting of Shotton Steel-
workers on June 28th, it was incor-
rectly stated that the site contract-
ors were not allowed to vote '‘bec-
ause they are alleged to have
‘swung the vote’ at the last mass
meeting’’. |} was implled that they
were prevenied from voting by a
decislon o? the Steelworkers’ Actlon
Committes.

In fact, the men were not allowed
to vote because thelir own committee
had Informed the steelworkers’
Actlors Committee that the contract-
ors wouldn't be voting,

However, many of the contract-
orss were unaware of this, and conc-
luded that It was the Action Comm»
itiee that had decided they could
not vote. It was on the basis of
thelr impressions, and the reasons
they thought were behind the decls-
jon, that the report in WORKERS'
FIGHT was framed. |

We offer our sincere apologies
for this error.

EDITORIAL BOARD

ive of the rank and file militants,
hence the mention in Viewpoint of
reinforcing national collective bar-
gaining.

Obviously & strong national body
negotiating for building workers is
very desireable, but not when that
body is employed to stifle and water
down any fight and militancy of the
rank and file. It is also likely that
this is the first move against the
Building Workers' Charter by George
Smith and his cronies.

The Building Workers' Charter,
as the organisation to which most
of the militant and active building
workers look to, should try to rally
its forces against these proposals.
No-one is opposed to negotiations
on the question of the Lump, but
the proposals as they stand are &
sham and a total failure to get to
grips with this most important issue

kers.
for building wor L an Glover

A
BOLTON W.F. MEETING -~

Support for Farrell & Canavan

40 people attended the meeting
on Ireland called by Bolton supp-
orters of Workers Fight. SEAN
MATCAMNA of Workers’ Fight Edit-
ot/al Board spoke on the need for
British soclalists to support the
struggle in Ireland against the Brite
ish ruling class.

He told the meeting of the vict
imisation of Michael Farrell and
Tony Canavan, members of Peoples
Democracy in Belfast failed for
their political activities. They were
now on hunger strike in protest
against their prison treatment.

The meeting unanimously voted
for a resolution to support these
two comrades and calling for their
release: a telegram was sent to He

About half those present declare
themselves willing to set up a brar
of the Anti Internment L eague in
Bolton, and there was a brief dis «

cussion of work to counter Army
recruiting efforts in Bolton town
centre.

BOLTON A L.L. FIRST MEETING
WILL TAKE PLACE AT THE PRI
WIL LIAM, BRADSHAWGATE ,BOLT
THURS, JULY 26, 8pm.

o

LONDON WORKERS' FIGHT
PUBLIC MEETING

Report
from

Belfast

WHAT IS HAPPENING
IN N. IRELAND?

AUSTEN MORGAN, Workers' Fig
correspondent in Beltast, will
report on the latest developments
the potitical situation,

SUNDAY JULY 29th, 8pm at the
Golden Lion, Kings Cross Road




