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no.9 24 June - 7 July
FRONTS OF BRASS AND FEET OF CLAY! That sums up how
w
POIlce frame up It had squeezed the Social Services, deprived young working
!of its members expressing how good it felt to be efficient, pros-
St ke | Finally they goaded the workers into hitting back. And last week
ground already shifted alarmingly under the feet of the Govern-

ointing a team to inquire into their on the brink of an ‘unofficial’ spontaneous General Strike. A 1007
Times, the head of the Metropolitan if the 3 dockers’ leaders were arrested on Friday. (com.nued p.3)
officers will inquire into the cir-
back .... to the police, of course!
Wick Road, Hackney, and arrested
Ulster Catholics, were said by the
organisation). In court they were

As the Sunday Times found out,
rounds of ammunition were planted
““infiltrator’’.
before for the Special Branch, del-

In Court the two Special Branch
these two ‘‘colleagues’’. They

The Hackney Five were |ackay.
thinking hysteria directed against
judge. The farcical ‘trial’ was

the Heath Government looks to millions of workers right now.
class children of school milk and thrown hundreds of thousands

EXPOSE Defer'd iperous, ruthless, self-reliant, unsentimental Tory ‘hard-men” out

| : to exterminate all known species of lame duck.
they were in headlong retreat from the wrath of the working class!
= '

cosmseo oy anecor NEWINGLON e

latest frame-up attempt. After an

Police has inaugurated the usual

cumstances of the case of the

On November 17th police of the

five people. The five, who had set

Police to be members of Sinn Fein

charged with possession of stolen

however, the 11 rifles, 8 bayonets

on the premises by two men, one a

The “‘infiltrator’’, John Parker,

ivered the arms to the house which

detectives who gave evidence ref-

claimed ‘‘it would prejudice the

The police attempt to rig up and

those fighting British troops in Ire:

simply stopped.

on the dole — all the time the smug, well-fed bourgeois faces
All the class had to do was begin to move into action and the

Ei‘fii'éaﬁiiéebpfé:.’ ft;leeti::goal:::-n ' On Thursday and Friday the 15th/16th June, Britain hovered

article appeared in the Sunday E lght solid national Docks strike was certain for the following Monday,

pantomime. Two high ranking police

‘““HACKNEY FIVE'’ and report

Special Branch raided a shop in

up a shop to sell clothes in aid of

or Saor Eire (a radical Republican

weapons.

and 3 automatic pistols with 56

policeman and the other a police

who claims he has done jobs like

he rented for the five.

used to answer questions about

security of the State.’’

‘‘IRA show-trial'’ to add to the un-

land was too crude even for the

continued on back page
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The campaign for ‘peace’ in
the Six Counties appears to have
triumphed. The Provisional wing
of Sinn Fein announced on Thurs-
day 22 June that ‘‘the IR A will
suspend offensive operations as
from midnight on Monday June 286
1972, provided that a public recipro
cal response is forthcoming from
the armed forces of the British
Crown’’,

They stated that ‘' The leadership
of the Republican movement
believes that a bilateral suspens-
ion of operations would lead to
meaningful talks between the majpr
parties in the conflict’’ and further
‘“The movement has formulated a
peace plan designed to secure a
just and lasting solution, and holds
itself in readiness to present it at
the appropriate time’’.

INTERNMENT

The announcement was welcomed
by Mr Whitelaw, who said that there
would ‘“‘obviously’’ be a favourable

‘the unquiet calm -
NIRELAND AFTER [i@a
- THE CEASEFIRE

response from the British army (ie
if you don’t shoot at us we won’t
shoot at you ?), by Cardinal
Conway, Harold Wilson, Jack
Lynch, Liam Cosgrave (leader of
the main opposition party in the 26
Counties) — in short by all the
shrewder political spokesmen of
imperialism in lreland.

The Official IRA and the Irish
Communist Party have also stated
approval, though the Officials
hoped there would be no talks
until all internees have been
released, There seems to be some
danger of this happening, however.
Gerry Fitt’s Social Democratic and
Labour Party is already doing it,
breaking a solemn pledge not to.

WHITELAW’S ALLIES

Whitelaw’s bargaining position
at any future talks must be a strong
one. He still has men in custody,
he can use the UD A as a bargain-

......
.............

ing counter (compare Lloyd George's
threat of ‘‘immediate and terrible
war’’ in 1921 to win over the Irish
delegation to the acceptance of

the Treaty).

He has the Catholic Church on
his side, as well as Jack Lynch,
who Is intent on muscling in on the
talks, and, as British imperialisnis
best friend in Ireland, surely
stands a good chance of being
invited.,

Immediately, Whitelaw has to
tackle the problem — for him — of
the rent and rates campaign, the
no-go areas, the resistance of the
Catholic minority.

This resistance has been broken
down before — in the dismantling
of the barricades Iin 1969 — and
may be again.

The wings of the IR A appear to
have paid the penalty of not con-
solidating their hold on the ‘liber -
ated areas’ against the SDL P and
the Church, and stand a good
ch|ance of being excluded from the
talks.

CONTAINER ROW — T&G TO BLAME

In 1968 the TCWU signed an agree-
ment with the container Consortium

‘enabling them to use unregistered

dock labour to pack and unpack the
containers - providing those men
were in the TCWU.

This was to prove one of the
biggest blows to dockers’ job sec-
urity. This is because of the boom
of container ships, which meant
more profit to the employer and less
jobs for the dockers, as the cont-
ainer bases took over the job of the
receiving shed.

It is quite obvious that this load-
ing and unloading in the new places
where general cargo is received,
i.e. the container bases, is dockers’
work. A container is part and parcel
of a ship’s hold and this is stowed
by dockers.

We can well understand the emp-
loyers’ reasons for not wanting to
use registered dock workers. It is

because over the years they have

fought for and won good wages and
conditions, using the type of milit-
ant solidarity the employers abhor.

" These reasons on the employers’
part, of wanting to use cheaper and
less militant labour, are understand-
able. But one is hard put to find
any sensible reason why the lead-
ers of the T&C signed these agree-
ments.

They are now claiming that it
was all a mistake. B ut how can
this be? When in 1962 the Americ-
an International L ongshoremen’s
Association negotiated its famous
50-mile radius agreement, this laid
down that any loading or unloading
usually done on the waterfront and
now cut out by containers, was to
be done by I.L .A. labour within 50
miles of the port. If not, the cont-
ainer would be unpacked and re-
packed by.dockers on the dockside.

An operator trying to slip a cont=
ainer through could be fined $1,000.

The TGCWU had from 1962 to
1968 — 6 years -~ to consider all
these aspects. Instead they chose
to sign away traditional dock work.

Now 4 years later we have what
appears to the general public to be
a battle between two sections of
workers, dockers v. container base
workers, both belonging to the
T CWU.

This should never have been
allowed to happen. While the TCWU
are giving 3 months’ notice of strike
action, the ILA in America is now
pressing for @ 100 mile radius. As
their leader Teddy Gleason says,
“’In this game you‘ve got to think
ahead and that’s what I’m paid to
do.’”’

Brother Jones, please note!

Harold Youd
Manchester Portworkers Cttee.
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Our main job in Britain, how-
ever, is to stress, still, the
principles in danger of being
submerged: that the Irish people,
north and south, as one unit, have
the right to decide their own
future collectively, on the basis of
the democratic majority wish; and
that British imperialism, and the
British army, do not have any right
to decide the future of the Irish
people.

SELF-DETERMINATION

Any settlement at this stage is
bound to fall short of freedom for
Ireland. If full civil rights are
granted and there is increased
state aid for the 6 county economy
this will not be enough to heal the
scars of the past. Ireland as a
whole will remain exploited,
mutilated, subservient.

The idea of a six-county refer-
endum — put forward by Heath
three months ago — denies the
right of the whole Irish people to
self-determination. A valid refer-
endum would have to cover the
whole 32 counties — not that
imperialism could be ‘voted out’.

In the coming phase, socialists
will have to be clear that what we
stand for is the right of the Irish
people to kick out British imperial
ism, not just to be conciliated,
to be granted a few sops in an
impermanent peace founded on
domination.

Chris Gray

B erresfora S,

author of the ‘History of the Irish
Working Class’, discusses his
book and his views at an

IRISH SOLIDARITY CAMPAIGN

forum:. General P icton pub,
Caledonian Road (near Kings X ),
London N 1.

Friday 7 July.
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CIVIL SERVANTS
FOR STRIKE BREAKING? ©

With sit-in strikes and mobile and supplementary payment
pickets, the labour movement is would be made above normal
rediscovering weapons from the wages.
past. But the bosses are doing ~ The Tories have already — so

the same. it is reported — made detailed
In 1925-26, the period running plans for the use of the army to  from page 1
up to the General Strike, the strike-break in the event of rail Th% carworkers hag pledged their support. So had the miners. The Liais-
1.4 on Committee for the Defence of Trade Unions had committed itself to
bosses set about building up a  or docks stoppages. action the previous week. The 450 Scottish shop stewards, whose emer-

strike-breaking force, the Organ; According to official myfh, the gency conference in Glasgow pledged action to defend any militant vict-

isation for the Mainte - | +,:] Imised, would surely have been drawn into the strike movement, as would

S T S : Ina.nc.edof urmy: and pumcularly t|'!e civil millions of other workers who watched the Government’s confrontation
upplies. ( ee article inside, service, are neutral bodles, with the dockers. The Government had little choice but to retreat — for

age 4). Blacklegs weretrained above partisan class interests, the moment.
page ) - €g 5 Thive Bl The Tories had already suffered a setback in their use of the Act

L [ ] L L] ’
to drive locomatives in the dedicated only to the so-called when the Appeal Court earlier in the week quashed the £55,000 fine palid

private railways of large factor= ‘national interesf. But what by the TGWU for Contempt. The capitalist Judges were hardly taking the
workers’ part against the Government. Nor were they neutral. But they

i at week-e.nds and instructed goes on behind the sc.en.es, were mindful of the paralysing repercussions throughout a legal system
in the operation of the telecomm- under the cover of offic ial based on precedent if the TGWU (in legal terms the *‘principal’’) were
. ‘ . . penalised for the actions of the stewards (in legal terms the ‘‘agent’’).
unication sys;em. : secrecy, is very different fr.om And no doubt also, whereas the £55,000 was levied as a punishment for
And deGY ? At the crucial the myfh. And before |ong It the TGWU’s original boycott, the Appeal Court reverse was a reward to
: . ) : . . the Union leaders for sitting up and begging in the Tory Court.
eri
period of the miners” strike, may not be just behind the The decision not to jail the three docks stewards was, however, very
around the struggle at Sa|f|ey, scenes. |f the bosses and different. It was a definite, unmistakeable retreat in face of the strength
a circular wa . | : of the working class.
il s sent round fo their State are PP the The Tory Government must conclude that the Act hasn’t worked out at
Civil servants. |abour movement must prepare all as they intended it to. Nevertheless, their retreat is unlikely to sig-

etrike. : nal a major change in strategy away from coercion of the trade unions.
too. And all the strike breuklng The problem of inflation, the deteriorating balance of payments, talk

|t stated that in the event of lackeys of the Tories put of another devaluation, all indicate the tremendous pressure they are

a national disruption of essenti- : under to solve their problems by holding down wages. To do that, they
P together will not be enough 0 must either defeat and demoralise the working class, or af least cool the

al services and transport, defeat a labour movement which situation while they patiently persevere in foisting the Act on the Labour
volunteers would be called on stands firm in solid-arity A few movement as the new framework for boss-worker relations which they

o ‘ 4 still hope to establish.
from the civil ser;u:e. ' 'll;hey thousand scabs cannot beat Even before the first Appeal Court decision there were moves to pad
would have to perform jobs out- millions of workers. B the shackles of the Industrial Relations Act with the cotton wool of ‘con-

side normal civil service duties, ciliation’. The TUC leaders were desparate to get out of the firing line;
the CBIl was becoming impatient with the crudities and Inefficiencies of

the Government’s approach of trying to impose a law it hasn’t the power

to enforce (The Mirror likened it to Prohibition in America....), on a work-
, Ing class which has not first been softened up and demoralised by defeat.
i The British working class hasn’t been broken or bridled now for dec-

ades. In a series of battles, beginning with the miners’ strike, It has

taken on and defeated the Government. It has improvised and rediscoverd
1 L weapons |ike the mass picket which generate class-wide solidarity act-

ion. Just when the Industrial Relations Act made sympathetic action Ii-

legal the working class rediscovered how vital a weapon it is. The Act,
far from helping the bosses, was simply inflaming the situation.
| " N E So the Confederation of British Industries, concluding that the Act is

premature, is advocating industrial conciliation machinery without Gov-
: L AS THE U.S. STEPS UP ITS ernment representatives. They think they can do better without the Gov-
b ernment stirring things up. In fact they’ve scored their biggest victories
I “ Il ombing of North Vietnam, the
DUHERTE b | Viet — such as over the Engineers — In struggles where the Government and
WH ‘”Mﬁ?m '1 onryn:mr:u:’ll::r::’l&n for::tels "QL , |ts Court haven’t been involved. |
JOWVWJ. A  life. mBRNE N i ashlowwip Ragag The Government, however, has not gone without victories. It has forc-
En::rm;raggn "::"33{ L'B "‘fl south o the leadership of the official trade union movement to recognise the
 Bakaden g, about 40 mlles from hqustrial Court, to appear before it and to enforce its rulings on cooling
sg e off periods and ballots. The Torles plan to build on this, bringing concll-
j N 0 :" e South Vietnamese army jatjon to the forefront as they ease the new legal machinery into place.
' has shown Its Incapacity to fight And they hope that a few ‘impartial’ rulings, like the Appeal Court decis-

O  Without the massive support of US  jons, might cajole workers into cooling hostility.
|bombers, helicopters, warships, and It would be a gross mistake to think that the battle of Chobham Farm
pe— 1 advisors. So enormous jg their is a full victory, or that ‘conciliation’ is arealrchange in Tory strategy.

reliance on US air power that the The ruling class is tenacious — and able, so long as the working class

1US has, in order to protect these doesn’t move in for the kill, to survive defeats and to force retreats. The

|puppet forces dropped even more Tories will not for long tolerate their present powerlessness. They have

avsmmenensewes | | DOMbs on the South than on the shotgun conciliation to help them. And behind the scenes they can pre-

' ‘ pare for another showdown, on their own terms, where they won’t have to

| But that's not all that is being run for cover — as they prepared in 1925 after their Red Friday defeat.

|dropped from American planes over (See p.5) That’s one reason why the TUC’s present line with the C.B.l.
|Vietnam. The other handy weapon I8 so criminal.

L|is a propaganda weapon, or, to be The ‘conciliation’ they are cooking up is nothing but a trap to hold

e more precise, two weapons. One  Ow attention — when we should be putting the boot in, here and now .

i is, according to the Washington while we can. The Labour Party leaders, with the memory of In Place of ‘-

Strife not yet faded, are jumping on the bandwagon of antil-Tory feelings

e iilagna ol S0y el _ Post of June 8, ‘‘a cozy photograph ’
of President Nixon and Russia’s — but in actuality they are the main brokers In politics of the conciliat

; ion line,
: ', gom:unlst P,?mfr:l“da: Leonid There is now, more than ever, a stark contrast between the combativ-
rezhnev ... . 1he olher Weapon 4y of the rank and file and the mealy-mouthed squirming of the TUC lead-
o s the same but with Mao posing  grg with their pernicious attempts to ‘conciliate’ the CBI (who, let us be
instead of Breahnev clear, will only be really conciliated by a drastic ‘voluntary wage freeze’)
The latter photo was taken during )} the official TUC approach has so far been disastrous: ‘‘non-recog-
Nixon’s recent visit to China —  pjtion’* only worked when it was forcefully asserted by *‘unofficial’’ and
where his chief advisor Henry unsanctioned action by the rank and file. Now the leaders, Instead of foi-
Kissinger is at this moment. lowing up the recent victory so as to rout the Tories, are frittering it
Obviously such a strong show of away hobnobbing with the CBI. Whatever tight spot the Tories may be
‘ revolutionary anti —imperialist in, their greatest asset now is the TUC leadership.
sl 3 | courage was shown by Mao that The issue now isn’t non-recognition of the Act, but its complete dest-
B e 7+ Nixon can bomb Vietnamese dykes yuctjon, Secialists and militants must fight te continue the offensive
i and other installations enly 1 against the Gevernment, te turn its retreat inte a rout, In the fight to en-

vL | miles from the Chinese berder wiih- gy the total independence of the trade unlens from the besses' state,

' eut even the prespeet of a 'stron T
i B SRS s 99 the ceniral rallying ery must still be: FOR A GENERAL STRIKE T0
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SOLIDARITY FOREVER ....

All the recent talk by both Right
and ‘left’ Trade Union leaders about
‘respecting the law’ reminds us of a
disgusting scene in the House of
Commons which occurred on the eve

of the General Strike in 1926. Faced
with the threat of TUC support for the
miners, and, simultaneously, the
appeals of Labour parliamentarians

not to provoke a General strike,
Stanley Baldwin, the Tory Prime
Minister, could find no more appropride
reply than to quote from the leader of
the Labour Party, J R MacDonald. As
J R Clynes described it in his memoirs:

‘‘He (Baldwin) turmmed on us and
quoted an article written some time
before by Ramsey MacDonald in the
‘New Leader’: All my life | have been
opposed to the sympathetic strike. It
has no practical value; it has one
certain result — a blinding reaction.
Liberty is far more easily destroyed by
those who abuse it than by those who
oppose it. | agree with every word of
that, commented Baldwin to the hushed
and crowded house™.

And so the Tory leader went off to
fight the cla ss war with a text from the
Labowr leader on his lips.

It may not be longbefore Heath is
quoting Wilson, Feather, and Jack

Jones on respecting law and order to
a **hushed and crowded house”’.

ENOCH CROSSES THE BOYNE

Any July 12th in Belfast you’ll see
hundreds of crudely painted banners
depicting King William of Orange cross-
ing the Boyne River on a white -horse.
Other banners show the mustachioed
face of Lord Randolph Churchill,
Winston’s demented father who ‘played
the Orange card’ for the Tories in the
1880s, and helped stir things up in
Northern Ireland. Enoch Powell’s
malevolent countenance has yet, so far
as we know, to be painted into the
Orange pantheon, but he must by now
be well in the running.

Weekend after weekend he speaks to
the Unionist lodges in Northem ireland
His message is that the people of
Northern Ireland are 8ritish, not Irish.
He wants full integration of Northern
reland with Britain.

Given full integration, what would
Powell do with the 40°% of the Six
County population who have fixed
ideas about being part of the Irish
nation ? It’s not yet clear. Obviously
his proposals for repatriating Blacks
from Britain could, with a few modifi-
cations, be developed and applied to
Northern Ireland.

‘Repatriate’ the whole Republican
irish population from one part of Ireland
..... to another?

MINERS ACQUITTED

After threats by Scottish miners’ lead-
ers that there would be an immediate
mass walkout if any of the miners on
trial for their part in the picketing of
Longannet Power Station last February
were jailed, all the accused were found
not guilty of the various charges brought
to ‘teach them a lesson’.

The cowrt’s yellow streak is entirely

the result of the working class’s victor-
ies over the Torles. What a contrast
with the arrogant jailing judges who
terrorised workers in the courts after
the defeat of the General Strike in 1926.

MUSHROOM CLOUDS MUSHROOM

We've leamned to live with the H—Bomb
— the agitation and the mass demonstr-
ations have all but disappeared
completely. This is remarkalle, since
the threat from nuclear weapons, far
from diminishing, is probably increas-
ing. The Stockholm International
Research Institute has just pointed out
that in the ordinary course of the
spread of nuclear power for peaceful
purposes, more and more countries are
acquiring the capacity to make nuclear
weapons.

Anyone who feels sure this won’t
lead to a spread of nuclear weapons can
turn over and go back to sleep. Pacts
and agreements between capitalist
governments and Stalinist govermments
will never guarantee the safety of
humanity.

The prospects here were shown by
the US Secretary of Defence when he
said that the US A needed more
Trident long range missile submarines,
and B1 bombers to strengthen its
hand in the Strategic Arms Limitation
Talks ..

Meanwhile workers in Australia
haven't gone to sieep on top of the
worid-annihilating nuclear stockpile
like people in Britain have. They are
boycotting French trade in protest
against the French nuclear tests in
the Pacific.

PENAL SERVITUDE

Barton Dock Road Container Base,
which was fought for and lost by Man-
chester dockers in the courts 4 years
ago, is now being partly manned by cas-
ual labour.

Manpower Limited, an organisation
which men can use to seek employment
without any cards, are paying 40p per
howr to pack and unpack containers on
the base.

Over in WHirington a firm called
Wardles employed prisoners from the
local jail to pack and unpack contain-
ers — at the generous rate of five bob a
week and an ounce of ‘snout’!!

So if the 3 London stewards had got
arrested in Warrington, they would have
found themselves on container work

anyway.

WILL THE REAL .....
PLEASE STAND UP ?

‘inprecorr’, a bulletin published by the
United Secretariat of the Fourth
international in the German language,
circulated in Austria, Germany, Luxem--
birg and Switzerland, recently
reproduced an ‘“Interview with Gery

L awless, an Irish Revolutionary’’ from
‘La Gauche’, the Belgian paper edited
by Ermest Mandel. It was prefaced by

the following note:

‘‘Gery Lawless (pseudonym: the OQut-
law): sentenced 36 times (that is a fact
not a bit of showing off), imprisoned
many times, particularly on account of
his membership of the IRA. As a child
he was in a British concentration camp,
Claimed by the Northern Ireland regime
to be one of those chiefly responsible
for t,he present disturbances in Ulster

m?es, of course . And his silver
spurs glinted in the moonshine as he
rode away into the Celtic twilight .....

THE YEARS 1919-1926 marked
q decisive period 1in the history
»f the British labour movement.

An understanding of this per-
i0d is of immense importance to
vorkers today.

Like today, it was.a time of
erowing class conflict where
every struggle became sharper
than the one preceding it. This
sharpening of class struggle
derived from a profound dual
crisis of British capitalism.

Firstly, Britain the first cap-
italist state on the world arena
had entered a phase of irrevers-
ible decline, her economic pre-
dominance being challenged and
displaced by the other imperial-
1st states.

The First World War itself
nad, in part, been a product of
this decline. Germany had
Hegun to encroach upon and
capture large chunks of the
Rritish share of the world mar-
ket to the extent that this loss
could only be redressed and a
redivision of the world market
re-effected by military means.

Rut far from the war provid-
ing a remedy for the chronic
overall problems of British im-
perialism, it actually deepened
them, opening the way for an
even mightier challenge from
the USA.

ORGANISED

Secondly, the period was
characterised by a cyclical
crisis of capitalism. The post-
war boom, which had been bas-
ed upon a demand for industrial
vo0ds, ended abruptly in mid-
1920 when the inflationary
Hubble well and truly burst.

And these were not the only
difficulties which faced the
hosses. The post war boom had
registered tremendous changes
in the outlook of the working
class, which had taken advant-
age of the inflationary situation
to assert its strength. To
wrench wage concessions out
of the employers, the workers
had to resort to their only
weapon: organisation.

Trade union membership
erew in leaps and bounds from
5% million in 1917 to 8% mil-
lion in 1920. The changes 1n
consciousness in the working
class produced by the sharp-
ness of the struggle helped in

Thomas — “"begged
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turn to intensify the problems
of the ruling class, giving it
very little room to manoeuvre.

EUROPE ABLAZE

Equeally vital in its impact
was the example of the Russian
October Revolution in 1917. As
Marxists havesalways emphas-
ised, revolutionary developments
are never purely national in
scope, and constitute an inter-
national phenomenon.

The early twenties exemp-
lified this. All Europe was
ablaze. There had been revolut-
ionary waves in Germany,
France, Italy, Hungary and Ire-
land.

In Britain, too, there were
revolutionary developments
taking shape in every sphere of
society. There were strikes in
every industry, disorder in the
Army and even a strike by those
custodians of capitalist prop-
erty and legality, the police.

Thus, the position of the rul-
ing class hardly provided a
foundation for optimism. Yet,
there was only one way out — a
relentless attack on the living
standards and rights of the work-
ing class, which prepared to
meet this challenge in the only
way it knew: by developing and
strengthening its own organisat-
ion.

This explains the drive to-
wards the amalgamation of trade
unions which took place in the
immediate post-war period. In
1921, the AEU (now AUEW)
came into existence as a result
of the amalgamation of the Amal-
gamated Society of Engineers
and nine smaller unions.

Similarly, in 1922, the
T&GWU emerged out of the shell
of the old Transport Federation.
Two vears later came the GMWU.

Parallel with this, the pre-
war agreement for a Triple
Alliance of Transport, Railway
and Mining Unions to stand and
act together, was revived.

RAILMEN WIN

Both sides were getting into
battle formation and the first
major shots were fired in the
late summer of 1919, following
closely upon the tail end of the
boom. The Tory-Liberal Coalit-
ion provoked a rail strike by
attempting to impose a statutory
wage cut.

Despite the strenuous efforts
of the railwaymen’s leader,

J.H. Thomas, to betray the
strike, the government folded
up at the threat of the Triple
Alliance being invoked.

Workers’ militancy was on
the upswing, and the struggle
was reaching unprecedented
levels to the point where indust-
rial action became a political
weapon.

This was demonstrated part-
icularly by the *‘Jolly George’’
incident, in which the dockers
in London refused to load
weapons destined for use
against the Red Army by the
counter-revolutionary Polish
Army in 1920.

To stress the point, Coun-
cils of Action were formed under
the leadership of union leaders
like Bevin, to spearhead the
struggle against British imper-
ialist intervention in Russia if
that became necessary. |

The next round of struggle
involved the miners, who dem-
anded a wage increase and call-
ed upon their partners in the
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strength from their victory over
the miners. They took on the
engineers and virtually smashed
the remnants of the massive
war-time Shop stewards move-
ment. |

Following on this, they in-
flicted defeats on the dockers,
huilding workers and textile
workers, to the extent that they
could boast of having slashed
war-time pay increases by 75%.

These defeats had the effect
of dampening down the class
struggle. Large numbers of
workers drifted out of the un-
ions. The tide of class struggle
nad begun to ebb. The only
force which stood up against
these developments was the in-
fant Communist Party, which
fought resolutely inside the un-
ions to draw out clearly and
understand the lessons of Black
Friday.

MINORITY MOVEMENT

By early 1924, the workers
began to regain their fighting
spirit. This was reflected inthe

\ ‘\\‘ﬁ\\ \W‘%ﬁl \“%\\\\\?‘\' q \\ § 'Eésé .E;;\' {:EEE:\%&EE{EE % pb‘f‘ .............. ol :g?ji&iii::::;:iégié:‘-iz;: ‘‘‘‘‘‘
na T TN ' SRR
T __> TR HN Y SRR
AR "%ﬁ;@\ \ R NN 3 IR
AR X
SR ~ :‘ N \
oy " Sy - a
R N IR
RN . 3 R
2 SEDRRL
SRS
ORI
' RRaae SR
R NN R S A et
X R \-:h-?' i 'i:=:3:5:3’53-‘:\“$%=:
», L, - .‘".“::\-'%“-'-
ORI o s
QN e, AN t\.
X . RO, < oo o ::"\-.‘-
'''''' TR R

-------

Special Constables — taking up the cudgels

Triple Alliance to throw their
weight behind them. The coal-
pwners refused the increase
and on 16th October there
began a strike.

The threat of solidarity act-
ion by the Transport Workers
and Railwaymen created a
panic in the ruling class which,
while buying time, also pushed
through an Emergency Powers
Bill which virtually restored its
wartime anti-strike powers and
foreshadowed the Organisation
for the Maintenance of Supplies.

In reality the decisive strug-
gle was only postponed for six
months. The ruling class had
bought time to prepare a counter
attack.

By 1921, 2% millions were
unemployed. The ‘‘shake-out’’
had begun. Next in the firing

line were the workers in the
vital export industries — ship-

building, mines, engineering —
where chronic problems of lack
of investment and surplus cap-
acity existed along with what

the employers considered high

wages.
BLACK FRIDAY

The mines were destined to
be the first battlefield for the
bosses’ attack. By April 1921
the coal-owners demanded a

wage cut and, this being reject-
ed, locked out the miners. It
was now class against class.

Amidst tremendous support
for the miners in the working
class, the Triple Alliance was
invoked, a sympathetic strike
being called for 16th April 1921.

The Tory-Liberal Governmert
was now on a civil war footing
with the Emergency Powers Act
implemented, reservists mobil-
ised and troops posted to ind-
ustrial areas. The union leader-
ships surrendered at once.

Perhaps not surprisingly,
Thomas of the NUR and Will-
iams of the Transport Workers
backed out and left the miners
to fight alone. Betrayed and
deserted, the miners fought on
for two months and were forced
to concede defeat.

This monumental betrayal
went down in history as Black
Friday and was a colossal dem-
onstration of the cowardice of
reformism. Moreover, it served
to demoralise whole sections
of the working class. |

STEWARDS

Section by section, the emp-
loyers dealt with the unions

and, in the wake of Black Fri-
day, defeat followed defeat.
The employers had drawn

rise in the number of strikes,
which rose from 576 in 1922 to
710 in 1924. This steady inc-
rease reflected, in turn, the de-
termination of workers to resist
attempts at wage cutting,
whether at the behest of a Lab-
our Government or the Tories.
It was clear that the working
class was going to stand its
ground, despite the treachery of

the reformist leadership — ‘‘left’’

or right.

This resolve gave new heart
and courage to the militants
who began to organi se anew for
class battle. The Communist
Party launched the National
Minority Movement, a mass rank
and file organisation to co-ordin
ate the militants.

Functioning essentially as a
broad alliance of militants, it
embraced a quarter of the organ-
ised trade union movement at
its height. Through its activity
A.J. Cook was elected as sec-
retary of the Miners Federation
of Great Britain.

The policy of the National
Minority Movement was an offen-
sive one, aimed at turning the
tide of struggle into an all-out
assault on the employers and
their state.

The policy of the trade unim
leadership was, however, purely

defensive, and aimed at consol-

idating their positions amidst
tremendous rank and file critic-
ism by being seen to be doing
something.

This line, of course, only
created the conditions for fur-
ther treachery. At a time when
capitalism could not afford half-
measures, this leadership of
J.H. Thomas and Co. were pre-
pared to act only .on the
basis of such half-measures.

Criminally, they dissipated
the will of the class to fight
and covered the coming struggk
in a smokescreen.

RED FRIDAY

The capitalists saw things
quite differently. They knew
what was in store and prepared
for it. They began by denmianding
new wage cuts in the pits and
threatening a lockout.

Owing to the low stocks of
coal available, this was a pre-
mature move. Recognising their
advantage, the miners rejected
the coal-owners demands, and
in July 1925 forced the Tory
Government to back down by

granting a subsidy to maintain
wage levels for nine months.

This was a partial victory.
The Tories had retreated —
strategically. It became known
as ‘‘Red Friday'’.

The Tories were quite clear
on what they had done. As

ChllI'Chlll put it - ‘T he Govern-

ment was impressed with the
fact that the country as a whole
was not sufficiently informed
about the character and con-

se quences of such a struggle. ..
We therefore decided to post-
pone the crisis in the hope of
averting it or, if not averting it,
of coping efficiently with it
when it comes.’’ Or, as Bald-
win put it more succinctly ““We
were not ready.’’

Their intentions were quite
clear to everyone except the
trade union and labour leaders.
The whole crisis of the coal in-
dustry determined the bosses’
and Tories®’ outlook. The ret-
urn to the Gold standard had
forced British export prices up
and put coal out the running in
a market flooded with cheaper
German and Polish coal.

The employers and their gov-
ernment were now intent as
never before on cutting miners’
wages. To do this involved the
capitalist state in preparations
of a most detailed character.

THE O.M.S.

In September 1925, they be-
gan in earnest to prepare for a
revolutionary situation. They
set up a body ‘‘unofficially’’
with the object of maintaining
communications and supplies
in the event of a general strike.
This was the Organisation for
the Maintenance of Supplies.

It was made up of middle
class Tories who wished to do
their ‘“patriotic duty’’. It was
joined by students and such
gutterwash as the (pre-Mosley)
Fascists.

The government encouraged
the OMS and set about preparing
its own forces. It divided the
country into ten regions, each
under a Civil Commissioner.

88 Voluntary Service Committees
were set up to keep local ser-
vices in operation.

Continued on p.10 .,
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They say, though | don’t belleve
it personally, that in Italy there’s
a statue of the Virgin Mary that
miraculously sheds tears. After
the victory of Chobham Farm, If
there’s anywhere that’s got a
statue of Heath, 1 bet they'll have
found It sweating. |

eather had capltulated to the
courts with his ludicrous line of:
/| didn't know the NI RC would
have the.status of a High Court ',
The rest of the TUC leaders
followed him. Jones agreed to
pay the £55000 and had to be

.

'

saved — not by deflance but by
Denning! The rallway leaders
followed the ruling of the NIRC,
and had a baiiot of thelr members.
Only the rank and file stood firm,
The victory of Chobham Farm is
thelr victory. It was thelr fight
that was a rallying cry for the hat-
red of the working class for the
Tory government.
Messages of support by |
strike action came from all the
ports. NUR members at Southamp.
ton dock pledged thelr support.
Stewards at the Vauxhall Motor

Company pledged theirs. Many

ik

Vi

SRR

-

Sedes . s

S22 o NN

2
B

o

2N

R
2

.

3

t

N
By

i

smaller gr
the ready — prepared to walk out
the event of any docker being jai
And the mighty weight of the Scott-
|sh miners was behind them too.

What was In the offing was a
spontaneous General Strike —
official leadership or not.

But then the Torles chickened
out and approved the appeal on

mmediae behalf of docker
dockers didn’t approve O

gselves.

In fact,
the docker
while being delighted
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oups of workers stood at victory, they were being deprived
in of their prey. They didn’t want to

kd stop the Tories, they wanted to

smash them. o
As Alan Willlams, one of the
three the Torles threatened, said:
“} didn't want a solicltor represeni-
ing me In a court | don't recognise’’
Vic Turner had a simpier message

"|t's a bloody liberty’’.

Now the rank and file has stopped
the retreat of the labour movement
and started the retreat of the Torles

It they were angry before, TURN THE RETREAT INTO A

g were furious Nnow.
at their

ROUT ! :
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Above: Vic Turner addresses the mass picket. Below: A container carrier is stopped: the blacking
contln;ses. Below: A docker’s look of scorn for the police.
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‘‘Make no mistake about it,the same

action will take place if they try it |
against any industrial worker in this

country”’

Vic Turner
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From April to May 1902 Rosa Luxemburg wrote a series | = - .

of articles and analyses of the General Strike. They show
her at her most characteristic — rejecting even the least
schematism and always open to what was new and rich in
the class struggle. In ithis piece, part two of “YET |
AGAIN ON THE BELGIAN EXPERIMENT®’?, written fully|
four years before the experience of the wave of mass |
strikes in Russia allowed her to write her classic **Mass |
Strike”’, Luxemburg bases herself on the real experience |
of the then just defeated Belgian strike.
‘Two Doints stand out. Firstly, she sees that the Belg-|
ian “‘experiment’’ was something new, that the term Gen- |
eral Strike, though traditionally referring to the anarchist |
model which made the strike equivalent to the revolution |

could cover other new tactical methods, and also that
General Strikes for limited aims could be wndertaken.

Secondly, though still somewhat enmeshed in views of

parliamentariam that prevailed before the Russian Revol- | -
ution, she saw how the subordination of the spontaneity |
of the strike to parliamentary-type alliances brought dis-

aster,

‘The most important development in the history of the
practice of the General Strike , however, has taken place
since this article was written. The working class has
added the spontaneous General Strike — as in France
1936 and 1968 — to its tactical armoury.

We publish this artick mnot as a set of recipes, but so
that we can leamn, most of all, from the brilliant richness
of her method, its clarity and freedom from stale precon-
ceptions. This we must leam to apply to the General

Strike experiences of our times, including the present
struggle for a GENERAL STRIKE TO SMASH THE

INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS ACT.

S — Wt — - , y S — e —— S
THERE CAN BE NO DOUBT that the General Strike is
one of the most time-honoured slogans of the imodem works
ers’ movement; certainly it is one of those over which

there has been the hottest and most frequent debate with-

“In the ranks of socialism.

It however one avoids having nothing but the word(1),
the mere sound, ringing in one’s ears and tries to get at
the essence of the matter, then it wiil be clear.that the
term General Strike is applied in various cases to cover
quite different things and consequently receives quite

different appraisals.

it is obvious that Nieuwenhuis’ (2)
famous Iidea of a General Strike in the
event of war is quite a different thing
from the international general strike of
miners that was being planned in Eng-
land at the beginning of the 'nineties
‘and for which Eleanor Marx sought to
gain the support of the French Sociallst
Congress in Lille in 1890,

It is clear that there is just as great
a difference between October 1898 in
France when the attempted General
Strike in favowr of the raliwayworkers
by other sections met with bitter failure
and the brilliantly successful General
Strike of the North Eastern Railway
workers in Switzerland. Likewise that
the successful General Strike in Car
maux in-1893 as a protest against the
special powers assumed by the mayor,
the ex-miner Caivingac, has nothing in
common with the ‘“Holy Month?’ declded
upon by the executive of the Chartists
as long ago as 1839, etc. etc.

In a word, the first precondition for
an examination of the question of the
General Strike is that one makes a dis-
tinction between national and intemat-
ional General Strikes, political and
trade union ones, sectional and gener-
alised, those that are motivated by a
particular event and those which derive
from the general strivings of the prolet-
ariat, etc.

One only has to cast one’s eye over
the variety of experiences of this form
of struggle and one wili see how mind-
less:is any stereotyping, summary dls-
missal or glorification of this weapon.

Let us turn our attention in particul-
ar fo the political general Strike, and
excilide the straightforwardly trade
union sectional strike which in most
countries has become a dally event

making any “theorlslm” superfluous.

" ANARCHIST
—We see Fere what T ot opimion e

two different conceptions of the operat-
ion of this means of struggle: the anar-
chist General Strike (3) and the polijtic-
al issue mass strike (4) as we shall for
the moment call it.

In the first category we find above
all the national General Strike under-
taken with a view to its ushering in the
soclalist order, which has been the
traditional hobby-horse of the French
trade unionists, the Broussists (5) and
the Allemanists (6).

This conception was clearly expres-
sed for instance in the periodical
‘‘L’Internationale’” of May 27th 1869
where we find written: *‘When the
strikes spread and link up one with

another tney are very close to becom-
ing.a General Strike; and a General
Strike linked with the ideas of emancip-
ation which currently prevail must end
with a great cataclysm that would con-

summate the social upheaval.”
The Congress of French Trade Un-

ions which met in Bordeaux in 1888 res-
olved likewise: ‘‘Only the General
Strike or the revolution can bring about
the {iberation of the working class.”
As a characteristic rider to this another
resolution was accepted by the Cong-
ress in which the workers were encour-
aged to ‘‘make a clean break with the
politicians who betrayed them.””

The same basis underlies the French
resolution which was supported by
Briand (7) and opposed by Legien (8)
at the last Intemational Socialist Con-
gress, held in Paris in the summer of
1900 (9). *

This urges ‘‘the workers of the
whole world to organise a General
Strike, should it be possibleto use
this organisation as a simple means, a
lever, whereby that pressure could be
exerted on capitalist society which is
unavoidable for the introduction of the
necessary political and economic
reforms, and if the situation presents
itself as favourable, for putting the Gen-
eral Strike at the service of the social
revolution.’’

in the same category we find on the
other hand the idea of utilising the
General Strike as a means against cap-
italist wars. This idea was expressed
as long ago as the International Social-
ist Congress In Brussels in 1868 and
once again was taken up and propagated
in the 'nineties by Niewenhuis (10) in

Brussels, Zurich and London. (11)

PANACEA
~Tn one as In the other The character-

istic thing in the conception is the
belief in the General Strike as a pan-
acea against capitalist society as a
whole, or, which is the same thing,
against certain of its essential funct-
ions: the belief In an abstract, absolute
category of the General Strike as the
method of the class struggle equally
applicable and equally successful in
all countries and at all times.

The bakers stop delivering their
wares, the street lights remain unlit,
the rail and tranways do not run — the
cataclysm Is at hand! Worked out on

r like this the plan was as valid
for all times and countrles as any

Ing in a fog.
gropThnIgs averting attention from the
specifics of time and place, from the
concrete political situation of the

ctass struggle in each country as wel!
as from the organic connection between
the decisive battle for socialism and
the daily struggles of the proletariat,
the patient work of education and org-
anisation — all this was the typically
anarchist feature of this conception.
The other side of the coin of the
anarchist was the utopian aspect of
this theory, and with its emergence ...
emerged the necessity to fight this
conception of the General Strike with

the utmost viaowr,
UTOPIAN

Thus we have for decades now seen
Social-Democrats (12) fighting the utop-
ianism of the General Strike. The tire-
less struggles of the French Labour
Party against the French trade unions
were based on exactly the same prin-
ciples as the invariable disputes of the
German delegation at the International
Congresses with Niewenhuis.

In this the German Social-democrats
earned for themselves the special merit
of having not only given the scientific
arguments against the utoplan theory
but particularly of having counterposed
the practice of day to day political
struggle at the level of parliamentarism

to the speculations of a once and for
all, decisive, battle **with arms folded’’

against the bourgeois state.

That is the extent — no further — of
what is called often the Soclal-democ-
racy’s struggle against the idea of the
General Strike. In fact it is only against
the absolute, anarchist theory of the
General Strike that the critique voiced
by the advocates of scientific social-
ism was addressed. And it was only
against this that it cou/d have been
addressed.

The political issue General Strike
which the French workers have from
time to time engaged in for specific
political ends, as in the already ment-
joned case i Carmaux; and which the
Belgian workers in icular often en-
gaged in as part of the struggle for uni-
versal suffrage,shares only the name
and the technical form with the anarch-
ist General Strike theory. Politically
however they are two quite separate
conceptions.

While the anarchist General Strike
slogan is based on an abstract general
theory, the political strikes correspond-
ing to the second conception occur in
particular countries or simply.in partic-
ular towns and regions as the product
of a definite political situation and dir-
ected towards a specifi¢ political out-
come. There can as a result be no deny-
Ing the efficacy of this weapon In gen-

......

L

eral cr @ prioti since the facts, the
victories in France and Belgium, prove

the opposite.

CONSCIOUSNESS

I E——
But further, the entire argument that

proved so effective against Niewenhuis
or against the French anarchists does
not in the slightest hold against the
political General Strike of a local char-
acter.

The contention that the ability to
carry out a General Strike presupposes
the existence of a stage in the educat-
ion and organisation of the proletariat
that makes that very General Strike
superfluous and the taking of power a
simple matter of course — this masterly
rapier thrust by the oid Liebknecht (13)
against Niewenhuis ... is complefely
inapplicable when it comes to local and
political Issue General Strikes. For
these the only necessary preconditions
are popular polltical demand and a
favourable balance of forces materially.

in fact quite the contrary: no doubt
can be cast as to whether the Belgian
General Strikes undertaken in the pur-
suit of universal suffrage Invartably
draw more people into action than can
be said to be consciously socialists
in the real sense.

The political strike in Carmaux
worked in exactly the same way and
brought about such a rapid and thorough
raising of the level of consciousness
that after the campaign was over, even
a deputy of the right wing admitted to
the soclalists: *If you wrest many more
victories like this one In Carmaux you
will have already gained the upper
ground, for the peasants always rally
to the side of the stronger force and
you have proved that you are stronger
than the mining company, than the gov-
emment and the Chamber.” (14) (Alman-
ach of the Workers Party 1893 - RL.)

The Niewenhuis or the French-anar
chist General Strike jdeas form an in-
escapable closed circult of on the one
hand the degree of socialist conscious-
ness hecessary for a General Strike,
and, oh the other hand, seeing that soc-

ialist consciousness as the outcome of

the General Strike.

But the political issue General
Strike on the contrary relates to as-
pects of the day to day political life
which are deeply felt and excite lively
interest. At the same time It serves as
an effective medium of soclalist
agitation.

In the same way the contradiction
construed between day to day political
work, in particular parliamentary activ-
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ity, on the one hand, and this category
of the General Strike on the other is
pure tilting at windmilis. For, far from
wishing to replace parliamentary and
other day to day work, the political
General Strike serves as another link
in the chain of methods of agitation
and combat.
In fact it serves directly as a tool

In the parliamentary struggle. Signific-
antly all the political General Strikes
to date were attempts either to pres-
_erve or gain parliamentary rights: the
one in Carmaux for the local franchise
(15), the one in Belgium for universal

equai suffrage.

SPECIFIC

If political General Strikes have not
occurred in Germany and have only
been used in a few other countries then
it is certainly not because of a suppos-
ed contradiction with some **German
method’’ of conducting the struggle.

The simple reason is that it takes

certain specific social and political

conditions to be able to use the General

Strike as a political weapon. In Belg-
ium the high level of industrial devel-
opment in conjunction with the small
area of the country makes it quite
simple to effect a rapid spreading of
the strike movement. Also it requires
what in absolute terms is not a very
large number of strikers, say 30,000
(16) to paralyse the economic life of
the land.

Germany as a big country with far
flung industrial regions separated by
vast streiches of agricultural land and
an absolutely huge number of workers
is in this respect in an incomparably
unfavourable position. And the same
applies to France seen as a whole, not
to mention larger and less industrially
centralised countries.

But what also constitutes a vital
aspect of this is the existence to some
degree of the right of combination and
democratic norms. In a country — like
Upper Silesia — where striking workers
are simply driven to work by the police
arx gendarmes and where agitation
amongst ‘‘those who are not work-shy"’
leads straight to the jailhouse if not
penal servitude there can be no talk of
a political General Strike.

Thus if the General Strike has so
far only been used as a political weap-
on in Belgium and partly in France it
is by no means the mark of some imag-
inary superiority of the German Social-
Democracy or a momentary aberration
of the romance countries. Rather it is
these factors — more a testimony to owr

semi-asiatic backwardness as tar as

Eolitics iS coficerned.

ENGLAND

Finally there is the example of
England where to a large degree all the
econhomic and political preconditions
for a successful General Strike exist
but where this mighty weapon never
gets used in its political life.

This example spotlights yet another
important precondition for its utilisat-
ion — the internal coalescence of the
trade union and the political workers’
movement. In Belgium the economic
struggle and the political function as
an organic whole, the trade unions and
the party finding themselves side by
side in every important action, working
hand in glove with one another.

In England howeveggthe namrow craft
and therefore also divisive parish-pump
politics of the trade unions together
with the lack of a strong socialist
party excludes their combining in a pol-
itical General Strike.

A closer study also shows that all
absolute judgments of the General
Strike and condemnations made without
taking the concrete circumstances in
every country into account, nominally
basing thiemselves on the practice in
Germany, amounts to nothing but nat-
ional conceit and thoughtless schemat-
ism. And this same question shows one
other thing: that when the advantages
of a “free-hand’’ in socialist tactics
is so eloquently advocated to us, the
advantages of ‘‘keeping-your-options-
open’’ or of adapting to the variety of
the concrete, it is in the last resort
always no more than the freedom to en-
gage in horse-trading with the bour-
geois parties.

When on the other hand it is a
question of mass action, some means
of struggle distantly resembling a rev-
olutionary tactic, then these devotees
of the *‘open options’’ immediately tum
into the dourest dogmatists. They then
try to force the class struggle the

whole world oyer into the mouid of
the so-called German tactic.

If this recentGeneralStrike in Belgium
has been unsuccessful, this fact can-
not constitue grounds for a ‘revision’
of the Belgian tactic, because It is
well known that the General Strike‘was
neither prepared for nor was it used
politically. In fact it was paralysed by
the leadership, and before it could

accomplish anything dispersed.
Because mass action was not

contemplated by the political — or, to

be more precise — parliamentary

leadership of the movement, the

striki ng masses stood in the wings wait-
ing for their cues with no connection
with what was going on on stage until
they were finally shunted off to the
dressing room. The failure of the
Belgian campaign succeeded in
proving the pointlessness of the
General Strike as little as the
surender of the military defences of
Metz byBazaine(77) proved the point-

lessness of military defences as such
or as little as the parliamentary coll-

apse of the German liberals proves the
pointlessness of parliament.

Quite the contrary. The flasco of
the latest action of the Belgian Labow
Party must convince everyone who
knows how it was prepared, that only
a General Strike — one that really.
takes the field — could have achieved
anything. And if there is any need to
‘revise’ the tactic of our Belgian
conrades then it seems to us that it
should be in the direction we indicated
in our previous article in this periodic-
al (18). The April campaign after all
showed one thing clearly: that a strike
Indirectly against the church but
directly against the bourgeoisie is a
complete waste of time the moment the
fighting proletariat is politically tied
to the bowrgeoisie. The bowrgeoisie
turns from being a means of pressure onh
the government into a ball and thain
that lames the steps of the proletariat.

(19) The most important lesson of the
Belgian experiment speaks out not
against the General Strike as such but
on the contrary against a parliamentary
alliance with liberalism which
condemns every General Strike to fruit-
1esshess.

We must oppose with the utmost
sharpness, however, just reacting to
the very mention of the word ‘ General
Strike' with the oid threadbare cliches
ohce, but no longer, useful to combat
the lixlicrous ideas of Nieuwenhuls and
the anarchists. The same applies to
any attempt to ‘revise’ the Belgian
tactic simply on the basis of the most
superficial confusion as to what
happened in Belgium, because not only
the Belgian workers, now as then, but
also the Swedish (20) stand poised to
wield the weapon of the General Strike
in the battle for universal suffrage. It
would be a pity if even a tiny handful

(1) All emphases are Rosa Luxemburg
including those within quoted
passages.

(2) Nieuwenhuis: Ferdinand Domelza
Nieuwenhuis (1846 —1919). Leader
of the Dutch Socialist Union; went
over to anarchism later; advocate of
anarchist General Strike and ‘ethical
socialism’.

(3) Bv this is meant the General

Strike which is really synonvmous with
‘the revolution’, advocated bv anarch-
1sts and later svndicalism. Eakunin
was its great advocate in this period.
(4) Rosa Luxemburg is evidently not
too happy herself with this temminolog
The point is that the strike is planned
and relates to specific goals short of -
revolutionary overthrow., In no. 7 of
Workers’ Fight, page 4, what is called!
type (a) under the section PLANNED
STRIKE is about the equivalent
although as Rcsa Luxemburg makes
clear the leaders might still betray as
in (b) and (c).

(5) Broussists — followers of Paul
Brousse (1854~1912). After the

destruction of the Paris Commune
Brousse worked with Bakunin. In

1881 he appeared as the leader of the
Possibilist faction in France advocat-
:ng reformist gradualism and decentral-
isation, particularly use of local
councils.

(6) Followers of Jean Allemane (1843~
1935), also Possiblist. Lite Brousse
in favour of world wide as well as
nationwide general strike.

(7) Aristide Briand. French socialist,
left Party in 1904, lLater a minister
and Prime Minister in France.
(8) Karl Legien (1861 ~ 1920) Oppon-
ent of General Strike Right wing
Social-Democratic President of

German Trade Union Commission.

(9) Intemational Socialist Congress,
Paris 2327 September 1900 (see Rosa
Luxemburg: The Socialist Crisis in
France).

(10) Compare with Trotsky: The ILP
and the Fourth Intemational; in
Writings of Leon Trotskv 1935-36,
page 64—09.

(11) The International Socialist
Congresses took place in Brussels
from 16~—~22 August 1891, in Zurich
from 6—12 August 1893 and in London
from 27 July - Ist August 1896.

(12) Social-Democrat was the term
used before 1914 for what we would
now term Marxist.

(13) Wilhelm Liebknecht was the

father of Karl Liebknechj the great revo=
1 utionary who was murdered with Rosa
Luxemburg in 19109,

(14) By Chamber the deputy was referr-
ing to the French Parliament.

(15) In France, unlike Germany, it was
difficult to get socialists in Parliamat
but easy to get them on local and
departmental councils. It was for this
reason that the Broussists stressed
local elections and that the local
franchise was a real issue \n Carmaux.
(16) Actually over 300000 took part in
the strike.

(17) Achille Bazaine (1811—1888) was
the French general forced to surrender
at Metz.

(18) The reference here is in fact to a
whole series of articles in the Leipzig-
er Volkszeitung 14 April, 15 April2ist
April, 22 April, and, particularly, Die
Neue Zeit Yr. 20 1901/2 vol 2 pp 105--
110, In these articles she shows how
the alliance with the liberals defeatei
the General Strike,

(19) On the question of the reform of
the franchise in Belgium at this time
the principal opposition was the Cath-
olic Church. The position of the
Social-Democrats expressed in their
paper ‘Peuple’ was this: ‘““Stand firm”’
ittold the strikers, *‘so that at least
the legal channels for public opinion

(ie Parliamentary elections — trans.)
will be opened t6 you by means of the

pressure being exerted by the liberal
bourgeoisie and all the offirial
representatives of trade and industry’’.
This faith in the ‘pressure’ of the bourg -
eoisie determined the alliance of the
socialists and liberals which shackled
and then smashed the whole strike
movement.

of militants in these countries let them - (20) The Swedish strike timed to

selves be led astray in their search
for a strateqgy by means of forms of
speech and lured by the preferability
of the so-called * German’ methods of
struggle.

coincide with a parliamentary debate
was called off on the promise of
universal equal suffrage. The govem-
m=n:, however, prevaricated, and it was
years before Sweden achieved it.
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"WORKERSFIGHT

Where we stand

8 Capitalism is inseparable from the exploitation by the bourgeoisie of the
woarking class ‘at home’ and (since ‘advanced’ capitalism became imperialist) of
the workers and peasants in the colonies and neo-colonies ahroad.

It is a vicious system geared to battressing the strong against the weak, to
serving the handful of capitalists against the millions of warkers, and to keeping
many millions in poverty so that a few may prosper. Capitalism exalts property
and degrades life. It is at the root of the racialism which poisons and divides
worker agawnst worker. It is a system of massive waste and social disarganisat-
1on, at the same time as it forces the working class to fight every inch of the
way to better or even maintain its wages and conditions.

Having once been progressive, in that it at least developed, in the only way
then possible, the productive resources of mankind, it is now a totally reaction-
ary force in history. Its expansion after World War 2 gave it merely the appear-
ance of health: in reality the boom was like the flush on 2 sick man’s face, And
already economic expansion has given way to creeping stagnation. =
8 Today the ruling class can keep their system going only at the price of large
scale unemployment and attempts to cut the living standards of workers in the
‘rich’ parts of the world, of massive starvation and bloodshed in the ‘poor’ two
thirds of the world, and of the ever-present threat of the destruction of humanity
through nuclear war.

M The only way out is for the working class to‘take power and to bring the
resowrces of the modern economy under a rational working class plan, in place
of the present unplanned and blind private-profit system, Having overthrown
capitalism and established social ownership of the means of production, the
working class will build towards a truly communistsociety, in which at last the
principle will be **From each according to his ability, to each according to his

needs.*’
B ‘The working class has created political parties for this purpose — Labour

Parties, Communist Parties, Social Democratic Parties. But in country after
country these parties have joined capitalist governments and managed capitalism
'They have betrayed the socialist aspirations of their working class supporters,
tied the labowt movement to the bosses’ state, interest and ideology, and destroy

ed the political independence of the working class. - .
B The task is therefore to build a socialist party which will stand firmly for

the interests of the working class.. WORKERS’ FIGHT is a group of revolution-
ary socialists, aiming to build that party: a party which is democratic ally con-
trolled by an active working class membership, which preserves its political
independence and fights the ideological domination of the ruling class.

B The basis of our activity is therefore the scientific theory ot Marxism, the
only theory which gives a clear understanding of present-day society and of the
necessity of revolutionary change. .

@ We fight for the independence of the trade unions from all state control, and
within the unions for democracy and militant policies. Although they are not
enough for the struggle for workers’ power, the trade unions are necessary for
the defence of workers’ wnterests. Only a mass national rank and file movement,
linking up the different industries in united class action, can, in this period,
turn the trade unions into reliable and indepent instruments of working class
interests.

M We fight against the Industrial Relations Act, against any incomes policy
under capitalism, and against any legal restrictions on trade wnionism,

@ We fight against unemployment; for a national mnimum wage; for work or full
pay; against productivity bargaining. . .. |
B We fight to extend the power of workers® to control the details of their own
lives in industry here and now. We stand for the fight for workers’ control, with
the understanding that it can be made a serious reality only in a workers’ state.
We are against any workers’ ‘participation’ in managing their own exploitation
under capitalism. . «

B We believe that the ‘/Parliamentary road to socialism’’ is a crippling illusion.

The capitalist class will not leave the stage peacefully: no ruling class ever
has. Socialism can be built only by smashing the capitalist state machine, which
is the ultimate defence of the bosses’ power in society, and replacing it with

a state based on democratic Workers’ Councils.

B We give unconditional support to the struggles of oppressed peoples fighting
against imperialism, and to their organisations leading the fight.

W We fight racialism and against immigration controls. We support the right of
black minorities in Britain to form defence leagues or independent political
organisations.

M We fight for full and equal nghts for women, for female emancipation from the
male domination which has co-existed throughout history with- class society and
has its roots in such society, We fight, in particular, for the emancipation of

women of our own class, suffering a double and triple exploitation, who have
been most accurately described as the ‘*slaves of the slaves,”’

W British workers have ~ fundamentally — more in common with every single
worker throughout the globe, irrespective of race, religion, nationality or colour,
than with the whole of the British ruling class. We see the fight for socialism as
a world wide struggle, necessitating the creation of a world revolutionary party.
We give critical support to the Fourth International. | |

B Vie stand for a political revolution of the working class against the bureau-
cracies of the USSR and the other countries called ‘comimmist’, which we con-
sider to be degenerated and deformed workers’ states. The social regime of the
different Bureaucracies has nothing in common with socialism, let alone with
real communism. At the same time we defend the nationalised economy in these
countries against capitalism and imperialism, unconditionally: that is, irres-
pective of the selfish, usually anti-working class and anti-revolutionary policies
of the ruling bureaucrats, and against those policies,

W 'There are other political groups (including the official British section of the
Fourth International) which have generally similar aims, but methods differing
from ours, or differing conceptions about what needs to be done here and naw.
We consider all these groups to e seriously ~ sometimes grossly = inadequate
in theory and practice. We favour unity in action with these groups wiere
possible, and a serious dialogue about eur differences.

(continued)

The Defendant had earlier in-

formed this venomous bilge rat that

TOM CONSTERDINE

THE
HANGING MAGISTRATE

Not long ago the Manchester Eve-
ning News printed an item concern-
ing a particularly nauseating heap
of human garbage by the name of
Tom Consterdine, Justice of the
Peace and Chairman of the Social
Security for Crewe, Cheshire.

- What took plce the previous
day, as the squalid little publican
sat in judgment over his fellow
men, was a prime example of the
contempt many of the reptiles on
the bench have for the poorer
members of the community.

AS he sentenced an unemployed
father of five to six months im-
prisonment for the theft of £8 from
his electricity meter, he remarked:
‘“The key to this situation is that
whilst you are drawing large
2mounts of money weekly from the
Social Security, you are not likely
to want to find work.’’

926

The police force was enlarged thru’
a massive recruitment of Special Cons-
tabulary and the armed forces were
mobilised to guard the docks, railways
and telephone exchanges.

Warships were anchored in the Mer-
sey, Humber, Tyne and Clyde, while
troops armed with gas were moved into
the capital and the main industrial
centres,

- 'The bosses meant business.

True to form, the trade union leaders
did nothing to meet the challenge.

A Royal Commission on the Coal In-
dustry reported, demanding that the min-
€rs accept a wage cut and a longer
working day. The coalowners declared
a lockout for May 1st. 1926 unless the
miners accepted these conditions.

In resiponse the miners raised the
slogan: ‘“Not a penny off the pay, not
a minute on the day. No district agree-
ments.’’

On April 20th a state of emergency
was declared and the Special Constab-
ulary was mobilised. On April 20th the
Executives of the Unions met in a spec.

‘1al TUC Conference, and frantic efforts

were still being made by ‘leaders’ like
J.H. Thomas and J.R. Clynes to avoid
a confrontation.

On May Ist, the miners were locked

2 he received £17.20 per week un-
= employment benefit to keep him-

% self, his wife and their five child-
S5 oren

Later, the magisterial maniac
told the prisoner: ‘‘You draw
Social Security for doing nothing.
Does it ever prey on your con=
science2*

The walking disease that is
Tom Consterdine owns a busy hotel
on the outskirts of Crewe, where
no doubt he entertains his public-

spirited patrons, retired Brigadiers,
landlords, policemen and the like.

This most certainly keeps him
in more than reasonable comfort.
An amount such as £17.20 a week
probably does to feed the dogs.

It is surprising (mildly so) even
in this oppressive society, that a
creature such as he can not only
foul the pavements he walks upon
and pollute the air he breathes, but
is also permitted to use his posit-
ion as a public officer to insult,
degrade and humiliate the wretches
who stand before him.

It is indeed frightening that any
twittering, gibbering megalomaniac
can decide the fate of those poor
unfortunates who fall victim of the
mind-crushing system which types
like Consterdine help to preserve,

One thing to remember.

Don’t get booked for parking in
Crewe. You could finish up break-
Ing rocks on Dartmoor.

such generals and, moreover, it needed
to take on the workers and defeat them.
So the strike was on

‘The union leaders were terrified. In
fict, they agreed with the Daily Mail —
‘““Two Governments cannot exist within
the same capital. One must destroy the
other, or surrender to the other.’”’ The
labour ‘“leaders’’ thus felt that a work-
ing class defeat was an enticing pros-
pect, because fundamentally they feared
the workers mare than the employers,

They deliberately held back the
workers even after the strike was dec-
lared, leaving whole groups like the en-
gineers at work until the very last day
of the strike. Thrcughout the strike
they maintained contact with the Gov-

emment,
Finally they called off the strike

‘’so that negotiations could begin’’,
even though the determination and act-
ivity of the workers was increasing and
a whole new wave had started to move
into action.

Victory had been possible. But the
miners were left to fight alone for 6
manths, ‘when they were forced back to
work with tneir wages cut, howrs length-
ened and national agreements scrapped.

Thus the ruling class was able to
inflict a decisive defeat on the working
class. This was soon followed by the
mass unemployment of the ‘‘Great Dep-
ression’’. And it took more than a gen-
eration for the labour movement to
recover from the defeat,

The only force which could have pro-
vided a principled alternative leader-

ship was the Communist Party, whose
leaders had been jailed before the strike

out. Simultaneously the TUC Conference and which, following the lead of the

took a poll of the trade unions on their
aftitude to a General Strike to defend
the miners. 3,653,527 voted for 2 Gen-
eral Strike; 49,911 were against,

Stalin leadership of the Communist In-
ternational, was tied hand and foot to
the so-called lefts on the General Coun-
cil of the TUC, Their slogan of ‘'All

But still the union leaders prostrated power to the General Council®’ effect-

themselves before the Govemment, beg-
ging the cabinet of *‘hard-faced men*’
not to push them into a fight. ‘I never
begged and pleaded like I begged and
pleaded all today,”” confessed Thomas.
Finally the dithering leaders’ had

their hands forced for them — in the

middle of a conference with the Cabinet
~ by unofficial direct action by the
NATSOPA chapel of the Daily Mail,
which refused to continue printing a
viciously anti-union editorial,

Baldwin, hearing the news, jumped
up from the conference table and broke
off the negotiations.

Even now the trade union leaders
were still grovelling, and tried to dis-
own the printers. But the Government
felt that it eould beat an army led by

ively made them indistinguishable from

the trade union Lefts.
In the absence of revolutionary lead-

ership, the class was defeated and demr-
oralised, not so much by the preparat-

ions of the enemy but by the eagemess
of its own ‘‘leaders’’ to throw in the

sponge.,
This is the central lesson of 1819-
1926 for today. Neither Feather, nor
even Jones and Scanlon, will take the
responsibility of leadership in a ser-
ious fight, as Feather’s seurrying to
and from Downing Street, and Jones’
and Scanlan's conduet in the docks and
engineers’ struggles show, .
Today, the Tories are buying time

and preparing behind the seenes, 1926
must not repeat 1tself.
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Men 62.9 1. Trade Union militancy could
- Women 48.8 2. make sure that these fiddles did
I ary cave not succeed, but many women are

0 W0
W ;N

Pensions simply not trade union members.
Men 45.3 73.2 Those who are members are often
inactive.

reports onthe
h This is not surprising when we
The outstandingly low f_lgure consider the pressures on women
h:ere is the number of workmg. to accept most or all of the respon-
- class women covered by pension  sijbility for running a home or look-
schemes. Thus those who earn ing after children.
. least at work will recelve the least Yet it cannot be left to the
Iin retirement — although their need officials in the trade unions to
will be greatest. push the fight for real women's

In the light of this, there can  rights in industr
. y. Just as the
be no doubt that equality of wom- official leaders of the trade union

“I’'m an Englishman, and | think
that most people, like me, wo'uld pos‘fiﬁ!ehto compare their wages. en’s earnings will not be created movement have avoided a real fight
never work for a woman or a black®’ e ’1;5’ t Work. in 1975, when the terms of the over the Industrial Relations Act
So said one faithful servant of  ni htr-nph?yers usually pay more for Equal Pay Act come Into force. they have for years failed to take
capitalism, a personnel manager at wc?rk sWo:r:evt:oirrl: ,Ing:lrg e oo’ :-it':e e K] INOUTORN VS ey Lrnciive Sctien ever the Guestion
Hawker Siddeley, in 1971. ented by law from worl::’n;fznpﬁ‘g’;lt ~ AL LA LUE L L LY AL —
discourtesy cannot be tolerated!"’ (Re-

minds one of school - write out 100

He did in fact highlight one of shifts, al -
" . , although hospital nurses
the features of capitalist economy might be forglven for wondering e Iance
times *‘I must not be discourteous to

i Use of such labels as ‘wom-  why night-shifts are illegal for
low wages. These meth de 0 pay women !n industry, but not for Mr. Stringer’’ — and then perhaps he'll
much resnected by con oa S a;g women in hospitals. on the E PT“ grant trade union rights!)
ors and shareholders bep :y Irect- * Overtime . B.WP.,, Theuncertain trade union situation
increase profits cause they =~ Most women avoid this because could hamper the coming pay talks. The
- it has traditionally been taken for lTyE G.E.C. SUBSIDIARY ?:n&imaé‘d a rise o 3 grades of about
E.C, ’ ‘ ¢ basic grade at present is

Working women have long surrer-
e lor granted that working women should #r
ed from the well-tried ‘divide and also look after the house, the kids OugtlggflgEléﬁ(‘.iPHONES, Wel:)ifngbor- £19.20.) Who is going to negotiate?
' sed down one part of its

rule’ policy. In wages, working and a
. ’ ged relations. By keepin
::r::;:tl::?:r; fringei benefits and basic pay low so that};amlgg sg m$i department where mainly FIERY KEARNS
lag far behl:gg:gnsaltflwé ;?'::ent have to be made up with overtime, ent. Nobodifri;;lupigizgcll ?)?:::Esiq?tlp- Lately the fiery Brother Keams of
minimum pay, the F;ositlon o(; wi - ;ml:g&rsa :t?:a Ib; asure that mosht . kthought “*well, they’re only women the ETU came to speak to the men,.
» - ges are muc orkers’’. ““Askew’s no good’’ he ‘1

:gssgeetanjt t& ::i\':‘e i :trprqv?d since lower than those of men. This sort of attitude highlights one € Up any time, agnY Place'sﬁﬁswgf?g

: g at minimum wage * Service payments: of the basic problems of the area — that }”u‘;?‘t‘)efskiixfl you will promise me your

acking."”’

Most of the 6%: wmillion working of weak basic trade union organisation.

levels can be misleading.
Northampton is a weak trade union

Some people were taken in. But ask

In 1975, when the Equal Pay mothers in Britain have be
en vic-
Qﬁlcoms into force, and women’s  tims of this fiddle. Large extra area and Wellingborough particularly Bro. Keams what happened at Nene
mum rates will have to equai payments or special bonuses for eak. Relizance was at one time fairly Valley Mobile Homes a couple of years
those of men, most women will not  long — usually unbroken — service |5TOn8lY organised by the ETU. But back during 2 dispute: after a lockout,
::t:;l,lg take home as much money can mean that women and men %uT'_on;ganigation crumbled up when the $em hw:fg mfaioéc el plack
men. ranch secretary Askew organi €se g m s Fnd to Johr
Lt o o S e 10 e SR U B I ey i
entry Engineering Employe x . ' own the river in a pay dispute. The an it bargained for!*’
selves in 1971 sgowedp tlfatrsatlt-’em A”Rfﬁgradmg. wvay he organised itp\?rzs ﬂlzltlmcmbcrs The next day he ordered the ETU
though women now get a hi g’h or e Jobs done by women are fand non-members alike were balloted ~  M¢n back to work. They were the first
percentage share of men’s rates t‘:\ounted s, for instance, ‘Grade 6", Jthe tota. workfarce. back at work.
the difference In take-home pay Il the jobs done by men are plac- Undtrstandably this rankled with the Now rumour has it that Operations
has widened by as much as £10 a ed in 5 grades above this. The members of the Union and many dropped  Manager Stringer is arranging a meeting
week. Equal Pay Act, which forbids out altogether, with the ETU in Manchester, behind the
agreements glving separate rates However, with only a few members men’s backs. In this way he might hope
to ease out ASTMS, (In 968 he eased

left in,the ETU still retained negotiat-
ing rights, although the majarity of the
workers in the shop had changed to

out'the 'AFTF, who were forced to hold
their meetings outside the workshop

How do the bosses manage this? for me
n and
In the 200 years since the fact-  sort of regra:l%';?n’ will aflow thie

have become very clever at spilt ekl ASTMS in d before they withdr
- r at split- Companies whose*consci in dis gust, etore they withdrew finally.)
:Il'a';gt up the workers. They tell us  would be upset'by the regradel':::mi The status quo Is being kept with 16 ke it the popeaan
women are ‘less rellable’ as tiddle often use this version of it the active connivance of the operations simple like bringing the negotiation pro-
workers, and therefore do not The women's basic rate Is raised Joce roct. Stringer, who for obvious reas- Cc‘c};‘re forward so that the ETU are
quallfy or equal pay. 0 that 1t acuale\C fate le ralsed  Jans prefers the devil in his pocket to o, S2CIRGCNIT Sl fem ater
y? The usual answers ment-  All jobs are then ' one he doesn't know. e DAY o Lo .
lon staying at home to look after bomises for ‘dlrtyreg':‘ae:id , With S 0 show how ‘democratic’ he was, dal?d;‘mgersre%kms he can win by dilly-
sick children, and the inferior ‘strentous’ ’ ' y’ or Stringer said he would arrange a meet- ying. But he could be very wrong.
physical strength of women. If all ous’ work, and it's quite ing with 10 workers from the shop floor J
AR ot : easy to see that women wiil take Jto help “iron out differences’’. The ack Wolf
e neeé a: exc:se that women home less. time chosen (by Stringer of comsé, and
because their IT:scba::: eyl Ia;s ol - Job evaluation: with no prior notice) was a Friday, at
ort them. Wil do will supp- This may be called ‘scientific’ | *-35Pm. And when, come 5 o'clock, the ¥ would Iike to k
There are sev. by management, but it is simply a fmcn decided to go home, Stringer could Workers'’ 0 know more about
wavs of man seven commoniy fourd systematic way of avoiding equal rightecusly exclaim ‘“They’re not inter- orkers’ Fight.
act{wl making sure that women’s  pay. Each job Is given a number of ested in their own affairs — we might NAME ..
wages are lower than those  points. Those scoring high are as well adjourn the whole thing!”’ Address
- During the meeting Stringer was

of men. Ali these will go to prevent give
the highest wa ’ - |
the Equa given g ge rates. It's | :
effectt:::e'|5?|y9-?5m_b::,°mmg really quite simple to make sure that the ﬁ:tie:? ﬁyci? wouldn't agree to ASTMS
°ss Women Jobs done by women do not score had w%ittffl t;a:llggfngMshts. ;-g:ﬁdszgr t
ey

organise now t
Make sure that men and wo s not only in wages that he himself had taken all of 4 months to + John Sterling
do different Job A \ men \‘Nornen lag behind men. Thelr reply to the branch ' : 98 Gifford Street
obs, so that it’s im- fringe benefits’ are also less, letter, he frothed ans;flr; ttzllgts“zri‘l’ulous London N.1 |
’ _ u «la
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But other trials are going on
which also show the growing polit-

ical repression being carried out
by the police force for the ‘“‘secur-
ity of the State’’.

One of the most important is the
trial of the people now known as
the ‘‘Stoke Newington Eight’’.

Last August saw a stepping up
of police — in particular Special
Branch — activity against revolut-
ionaries. Partly this was connected
with the series of ‘‘Angry Brigade’’
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actions, in particular the bombing
of the homes of Robert Carr, Will-
iam Batty (managing director of
Ford UK) and Secretary of State for
Trade and Industry John Davies.
This last action came a few days
after Davies had announced his in-

~tention to close the Clydebank and

Scotstoun yards of UCS.

First, two houses in Essex were
searched. Numerous houses of
friends of Jake Prescott and lan
Purdie, whose trial date had just

STUDENTS’ STRUGGLE

been set, were raided. On August

15th there were three separate raidbs

in London, and more on the follow-
ing days. On August 20th the first
five out of the eight were arrested
— later another three were charged:
like the others, on various counts

inciuding CONSPIRACY TO CAUSE

EXPLOSIONS.

Whatever our political differen-
ces with those arrested — and they
are many and deep-going — the

-A BALANGE SHEE]

THE EXISTENCE OF A RADICAL

of the working class., If vou con’™s
believe it, ask the miners. Durinz
the strike, left wing students were
able to provide accommodation,funds,
extra pickets, and publicity for the
miners’ cause.

So the Government, logically enough,
is against student radicalism. Late
& t year thev brought out a plan, the
basic effect of which would be — 1) to
give university and college authorities
more control over student union funds
to allow students to ‘opt out’ of union
membership. Half a million students
boycotted lectures on 8 December in
protest; and college authorities also
criticised the idea. It wasn’t that the
authorities didn’t want to 1e press
student radicalism: they disagreed
with the Tories” method, they didn’t
want to be in the front of the firing
line.

The Tories postponed their propos-
als and are reconsidering. Various
tactics are open to them: to appoint
a Registrar of Student Unions, to
insist on a standard ‘Aims and Objects’
clause in all student union constitut-
ions, to put uni m membership on an
‘opting in” basis, and so on. Very
likely they will use the opportunity
given to them by the students dispers-
ing for the summer to push through
other measures.

The basic purpose will be the same-—
to stop the student unions being an
area where lef t-wing ideas have infl-
uence, to destroy the political auto-
nomy and independence of student
unions.

This vurpose has been pursued cons-
istently for the last three years, with a
skilful policy of victimising militant
students and lecturers. Probably at
least a hundred students have been
picked off in that period. Some prev-
iously militant universities, for
example Essex, were reduced to a
state where no left wing organisation
existed, Administrators °* took care”’
with admissions to universities: the
Registrar of Keeke University put it
like this -— ““The disadvantage of a
bad home background used to be a
positive advantage in getting a plae
at Keel : now the university simply
cannot take the risk of accepting a
candidate who might cause trouble”
(Times, 19 April)

But still student untons have

continued to vote support and money
for such causes as the miners strike
ard — worst of all from the Tories’
point of view — the fizht against
British imperialism in Ireland. So the
Govemment has launched a sharper
attack.

OF FE NSIVE

This fits in well with their general
offensive. To assist them in their
crucial task of defeating the massive
industrial strength of the labour move -

ment, they attack the working class, and

its allies, at weaker points, Thus the
big propaganda offensive to convince
British workers that they have some
common interest with the British
Army in Ireland; the welfare cuts; the
racialist Immigration Act; and the
plans fogstudent unions.

Victories in these sectors will,
they hope, help to sap militancy in
other sectors.,

And, of course. they want to save
money. They have various ideas —
shorter courses, four term years,
student loans instead of grants, and so
on.,

Socialists must be against this
perny-pinching. But thes financial
cuts hav: not, on the whole, been the
main issue in the present confrontation
Already the Govemment have cut the
real value of student grants consider
ably, and they have channelled an
increasing proportion of students into
the poorly provided non-university
colleges. (The proportion was 31% of
full time students in 1957/8, and 47%
in 1967/8). Student accommodation
has got worse and worse, All this has
happened with comparatively little
resistance. The NUS is not an ordin
ary Trade Union, with economr power
and rooted in an economic struggle.

Important student struggles rarely

- centre round immediate, utilitarian

issues — even if they start on such
issues, they quickly escalate to
broader social and political issues,

THE NUS

The President of the National
union of Students, Communist Party
member Dighy Jacks, has appealed
to students to ‘defend the unions °.
But he hasn’t explained the importance
of saving them, other than in general
talk of ‘democracy”’ and the ‘no money
for student sports clubs’ aspect,

He has plaved down the political
issues, and has failed to support b cl
struggles for autonomv, as at North

London Poly.
The NUS approach has been like the

T U C approach over the Industrial
Relations Bill, only worse. The CP
has stressed, again and again, the
‘contradictions’ between the Govemn-
ment and the college administrations
thus obscuring the fact that the admin-

istrations have been pursuing the Tories’

strategy right from 1969.
THE LIAISON COMMITTEE

There is a left-wing opposition in the
NUS — the Liaison Committee for the
Defence of Student Unions. The LC
candidates standing against Jacks &
Co for NUS official positions gotover a
quarter of the vote at the Easter confer-
ence. 'The LC has been the only body
taking a firm stand against state
accountability, against tying students

to college administrations, and for an
understanding of the political nature of

the struggle, for solidarity with the
working class and the fight against
imperialism in Ireland.

The LCheld its third national confer-
ence on 20721 May. It decided,
correctly we think, to continue to
centre its work round the issue of the
political autonomy and independence
of student unions. This policy, propo-
sed by the Intemational Marxist Group,
was opposed by the Intemational
Socialists, the other main political
eroup in the LC. The IS proposed
instead that the LC should be based
on a comprehensive political programme
But if the LC has anv meaning, it is
as an alliance on specific, limted
issues — not as a half-baked political
party.

what the [.C conference did not take
up sufficiently was the task of trans-
lating the abstract-sounding issue of
autonomy into popular terms. The
conference spent 45 minutes arguing
over whether to use the term ‘techno-
cratic reforms’ (IMG) or “capitalist
rationalisation® (IS): what it didn’t
discuss was how to get EITHER of
these terms over to large numbers of
students and workers.

And it is vital to explain the issues
widely. We cannot afford to concede
easy victories to the present bosses’
offensive on any front

Jjohn Cunningham
Chris Whytehead
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Stoke Newington Eight are serious
revolutionaries fighting on the side
of the working class. And their
defence, as befits their beliefs,
will be a political one.

The trial, which is due to last
until about October, will be the
scene of important reveiations
about the activity of the police and
the Special Branch, and their
agents. It will be a living example
too of one of the Defendants’ main
points: that police repression
against the political opponents of
capitalism is on the increase; that
all sorts of cover-all charges like
Conspiracy, requiring oniy the most
circumstantial of ‘“*evidence’’ are
now being used by the State 1o
attack and frame up its enemies.
(It was on such a charge that Jake
Prescott was given 15 years in jail

Jast year.)

x * *

If the Sunday Times has done

some service here, the opposite
can be said of The Times itself.
After an article appeared in that
paper about armed training for the
IRA in London, Michael Callinan
and another man were arrested.
They were charged in connection
. with a speech they are alleged 1o
have made in Hyde Park about the
war in lreland.
2 The charge of Treason-felony, a
- very old charge hardly ever used
and carrying huge penalties, has
been brought against them. They
have repeatedly been denied bail.
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At a recent meeting calied by the
Downham E state Tenants Associat-
‘jon (Lewisham, London), Labour
Councillors met a stormy reception.
100 tenants had packed to capacity
the Goldsmiths Community Centre
on the Estate.

On the platform was a spokes-
man for the Labour Council, which
has decided to implement the
Tory Rents Bill.

. His speech was met with a how!
'of abuse from the meeting and he
fiwas unable to finish it. The tenants
 stressed that they didn‘t want ex-
,cuses — but a strategy with which
'to fight.

| Also on the platform was a Left
L abour councillor and a local Com-
munist Party member. They gave
the tenants many fine words, but
both exuded confidence in what the
Labour Party, rather than the tenants
themselves, could do. Thus they
failed to concede to the demand for
‘rent strikes.
. It was at this point that a mem-
ber of WORKERS FIGHT spoke up.
He stressed the need for a fighting
strategy of a rent strike and the

| obstruction of the Housing Commis-
sioners.

T he tenants appeared to welcone
this lead , and the meeting finished
by passing a resolution which cal-
led for the Labour Council to rev-
erse its decision on implementation
— or else stand down.,

Steve Woodling
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