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£10,000 Special Fund

IN SO FAR: £9,895.33 — TARGET: £10,000

The Workers Revolutionary Party would like to thank members and sup
response to our Special Fund. We now need only £104.67 to complete the Special Fund. As was
reported in last week’s Workers Press we have called for an international Conference of
Trotskyists to reorganise the Fourth International to take place later this year.

Please continue to send contributions, large or small, to help us to pay for this international
work.

rters for the great

@ Please send donations to: WRP, PO Box 735, London SW9 7QS

REJECT

"WAPPING
BETRAYAL

BRENDA DEAN and the SOGAT lead-
ership have stabbed the year-long
struggle of the 5,500 Wapping printers
sacked by Rupert Murdoch’s News
international in the back.

This is the meaning of their cowardly decision
to call off the Wapping picket. Dean and the

SOGAT leadership must now be answered by the
entire working class movement!

Those who have fought for the past bitter year at

Wapping will not have this despicable decision imposed |

on them.

There must be a mas-
sive mobilisation of the
trade union movement
against Murdoch. A huge
show of strength at Wap-
ping on Saturday is now
the order of the day!

Dean and the SOGAT
leadership have carefully
prepared for the sell-out
of the year-long Wapping
struggle.

For them the final
straw was the 24 January
25,000 strong demonstra-
tion at Murdoch’s plant.
The determination of the
working class to defend
the Wapping printers and
to answer police brutality
scared the life out of the
reformists and Stalinists
who head the working
class.

In a letter sent last
week to chapel fathers
(shop stewards) sacked
by News International,
Dean made clear she in-
tended to call off the Wap-
ping picket. She said that
in ‘continuing to organise
demonstrations and re-
fusing to discipline its
members, we are very
vulnerable to sequestra-
tion and a further heavy
fine’.

Here is spelled out for ev-
ery trade unionist the situa-
tion that they have long
known to exist: the labour
leaders must either police
and discipline their mem-
bers or face punitive fines
that will lead to their bank-
ruptcy. Their answer? To

[ BYTHEEDITOR |

accept Tory laws.

Dean’s stab in the back
comes immediately after the
scab ‘Times’ (29 January)
launched its witch-hunt on
Workers Press.

Speaking of Workers Press
as well as other Trotskyist
groups present at Wapping
that night, it said: ‘The Met-
ropolitan Police . . . faced
those whose very creed is
violence,- who are contemp-
tuous of the law, whose pur-
pose is to provoke the forces
of order into violent retalia-
tion, by petrol bomb, paving
stone or cudgel.’

There is no a shred of truth
in these allegations. The
WRP was not responsible for
the violence at Wapping. Ex-
pressed there was the deter-
mination and fighting capac-
ity of the working class.

Even more sinister was
the conclusion to the edito-
rial carried in some editions.
‘It may be the tiniest cancer
but it cannot be deprived of
its living cells too soon.’

What sort of language is
this if not that of Germany,
1918-1919, when the revolu-
tionary leaders of the work-
ing class such as Rosa Lux-
emburg and Karl Liebknecht
were hunted down and mur-
dered by the state — with the
active connivance of the re-
formist labour leaders.

The sequence of events at
Wapping over the last two
weeks is instructive for ev-
ery worker.

B The demonstration at the
Wapping plant wa® met with
systematic police violence,
against which the demon-
strators, frustrated by the
lack of leadership from their

unions, defended them-
selves.

B The Labour leaders then
joined in a chorus of attacks
against unnamed ‘Trots-
kyists’ and ‘agitators’ who
were allegedly responsible
for the violence.

Former TUC general
secretary, Lord (Len) Mur-
ray, said Wapping had be-
come ‘a Roman holiday for
hooligans and Trotskyists.’
Labour Front Bench spokes-
man Gerald Kaufman had
earlier spoken of the ‘leeches
who fix themselves to a
cause they do not assist and
actively discourage’.

B The Tories announced
they will rush into law a new
Public Order Act. Under this
law the police will have
almost unlimited powers
over demonstrations and
pickets including the right to
decice on numbers and
routes.

From 1 April a ‘riot’ will
be defined as an assembly of
12 people who threaten life or
property.

B Encouraged by these
attacks, not only does Mur-
doch unleash his witch-hunt
against Workers Press and
others, but announces he is
to take further legal action
against the print unions.

B This gave the SOGAT
leadership the excuse to
write off the 5,500 sacked
workers.

This leadership has re-
vealed again its utter
treachery.

One of the excuses Dean
used to justify her call-off at
Wapping is that only 630
SOGAT members are draw-
ing strike benefit. She knows
perfectly well that several
hundred SOGAT members
have found other temporary
work, some on a casual basis
with other papers. They all
remain in dispute with News
International.

The issues at stake in the
year-long Wapping struggle
are not issues for printwor-
kers alone. They concern the
basic rights of the whole
working class: to belong to

The determination of thousands of trade unionists to defend the sacked printers scared the SOGAT leadership

organisations that can and
will defend their class in-
terests.

These rights are now
under systematic attack by
the capitalist state, of which
the police are an integral
part. This lies behind the
police violence at Wapping
just as it is does in the police
raid against Duncan Camp-
bell and the BBC in Scotland
(see editorial ‘A Sinister
Trawl’, page 2).

The reformist and Stalinist
leaders have shown they are
incapable of defending the
working class. In fact they
have collaborated at every
stage with the Tories in pre-
paring these attacks.
® Answer this betrayal!
Mobilise action throughout
the working class against
Murdoch!

@® All out at Wapping on
Saturday!

WORKERS REVOLUTIONARY PARTY

PUBLIC LECTURES

All on FRIDAY evenings
7.30pm sharp
Duke of York, York Way
Near Kings Cross
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A sinister trawl

THE SINISTER police raid against Duncan
Campbell and the BBC in Scotland is of concern
to the whole working class movement.

It is 2 matter not simply of the rights of radical
journalists but involves the advanced prepara-
tions of the capitalist state to take away every
previously-won gain made by the working class
in its struggle against capitalism.

It is far from clear who initiated the smash-
and-grab raid on the BBC in Glasgow and
whether it was authorised by Thatcher herself.
But the identity of the person or persons who
authorised it is secondary. The fact is that the
police and the rest of the state machine are
increasingly being revealed as a power unto
themselves, answerable to nobody, certainly not
to parliament.

The Public Order Act, due to come into opera-
tion on 1 April, will give the police almost total
powers over the re-routing and size of demon-
strations. Actions of the type organised at Wap-
ping would become illegal.

The trawl of the BBC is but the latest effort to
transform it into an institution subordinated to
the immediate needs of the capitalist state. Even
the semblance of a supposed ‘objectivity’ can
now no longer be tolerated.

The Thatcher government last year instructed
the BBC to stop the ‘Real Lives’ programme on
which Sinn Fein councillor Martin McGuinness
was interviewed. Tory Party chairman Norman
Tebbit attacked the BBC for its supposedly
biased coverage of the Malvinas war and the
bombing raids on Libya.

The government was behind the sacking of
BBC director-general Alasdair Milne, the man
who failed to grovel sufficiently to its require-
ments.

If the raid on the BBC has further exposed the
character of the capitalist state, it has also
served to underline once more the nature of the
Labour leadership. )

When the Zircon spy satellite issue was first
raised, Kinnock attacked the government for
‘bungling inefficiency’, and for allowing ‘nation-
al security’ to be endangered.

In last week’s House of Commons debate he
again emerged as unashamed defender of the
police. Thatcher was ‘killing the rule of law,” he

said,‘and with it the reputation of the police’."

Miners who went through their bloody battles
with the police — like every worker who has been
to Wapping — know only too well the deserved
reputation of the police. They are an instrument
of capitalist rule, bent on smashing the resist-
ance of the working class. Kinnock has once
more opened the way for this latest round of
attacks.

Kinnock is talking about the ‘security’ not of
workers and their organisations — who like those
journalists weorking to expose the machinations
of the state are under attack from it — but of the
capitalist class, whose interests that state repre-
sents.

‘Kinnock is similarly concerned with the
‘security’ of British interests in Ireland, the
‘security’ of the NATO military alliance and the
‘security’ afforded to the capitalist class by legal
restraints against unions.

Kinnock’s reactionary activities are another
warning of what the working class can expect
from any future government which he might
lead.

Property and Rape

FOR capitalism human life counts for nothing com-
pared with the defence of private property, as the
sentences passed last week in the ‘Ealing vicarage
case’ reveal starkly.

Two men who had brutally raped a young woman
were given three and five years — while the profes-
sional thief who actually attempted to stop the rape
was jailed for 14 years for burglary.

Even Ealing Vicar, Michael Saward, said the sent-
ences suggested that property was more important
than people.

FIGHT DEPORTATIONS!

Labour Party backs Viraj

THE Labour Party NEC has
now unanimously passed a
resolution in support of Viraj
Mendis’ right to stay in Bri-
tain.

This follows the adoption
of Viraj by Amnesty Interna-
tional and the emergency re-
solution of support passed at
the Anti-Apartheid Move-
ment’s annual general meet-
ing in January.

The Labour Party NEC re-
solution notes recent reports
which have all made the
point forcibly that not only
Tamil activists in Sri Lanka
are at risk, but also their
supporters.

In the light of these reports
and Mendis’ 13 years’ resi-
dence in Britain the resolu-
tion calls on Douglas Hurd
‘to use the compassionate
discretion available to him
to reverse this inhuman de-
portation order’.

@ Support has been snow-
balling for Viraj, who is in
sanctuary in a Manchester
church.

A great boost was the
latest message of support
from the Irish Republican
Prisoners of War in the ‘A’
wing of Crumlin Road jail,
Belfast. The message reads:

“To comrade Viraj, in soli-

darity and the hope that you
will suceed in your immedi-
ate struggle against deporta-
tion so that you can continue
your wider revolutionary
work’.

The note was written by
Gerry Kelly, recently extra-
dited from Amsterdam, and
signed by 38 other PoW’s.

Meanwhile the defence
campaign (VMDC) is orga-
nising a national conference
against deportations on 11
and 12 April.

With over 50 black people
deported from Britain every
week there is a growing
movement against the racist

immigration laws. The
VMDC sees the conference
as an opportunity for uniting
all these campaigns and to
forge a unity in action.

There will be a motion to
the conference for a national
demonstration against the
immigration laws during the
run-up to the general elec-
tion.

The VMDC urges all orga-
nisations, trade unions and
individuals to send delega-
tions to the conference and to
sponsor the costs.

@ For all those wishing to
help organise this conference
there is a meeting at the
Church of the Ascension on
Wednesday 11 February at
7.30p.m. Or contact VMDC c/o
North Hulme Centre, Jackson
Crescent, Hulme, Manchester
M15 5AL

Walter can stay!

WALTER YAO’s appeal against de-

portation has been upheld and he has
been granted an ‘indefinite stay’

permit.

Walter, who has lived in Britain
since 1972, was refused re-entry fol-
lowing a ten-month absence when he
returned to Ghana in July 1985 be-
cause of his father’s death. Illness
delayed his return. His wife, to whom
he has been married for six years, has
lived in this country for 25 years.

THE Iranian Mashadimirza family,
whose fight against deportation has
been reported in Workers Press, re-
ceived a 12-month reprieve on their
case in December.

The Home Office withdrew its de-
portation orders against Rahim, his
wife Djamileh, and their two-year-old
son Ronad as well as Rahim’s brother
Kamran, after an intense public cam-

paign.
The Rahim family applied for poli-

Family wins reprieve

tical asylum, afraid of persecution
should they return to Khomeiny’s
Iran. In a letter to the family, Home
Office minister David Waddington
wrote: ‘I have decided ,not to enforce

the removal of Rahim, his wife, son or

year.

brother Kamran. All of them will be
allowed to stay in the UK for 12
months.’

Athough this is a great victory for
the family the campaign will remain
vigilant for what may happen in a

Fight for all victimised

LAST WEEK’S London
meeting of the Justice for
Mineworkers’ Campaign
linked the fight for all victi-
mised workers with the
campaign for the release
of all jailed miners and the
reinstatement of the 500
miners still sacked by Brit-
ish Coal.

John Moyle, sacked chair
of Betteshanger NUM in
Kent, said the whole trade
union movement is lined up
to be attacked.

‘In the past disputes would
end with a compromise over
a cup of tea, and then back to
some sort of normality. That
is finished.

‘We have tried to maintain
the miners’ support groups
since the strike. Some said
they were finished, but we
still have 500 victimised min-
ers to support.’

[ BYSUEGWYER |

MANCHESTER Daily Mail
FoCs (shop stewards) heard
the 300 job losses announced
over the PA system and on
Ceefax while they were with
managing director John Win-
nington Ingram in mid-January.

At that time it was just the
figures: 300 out of 700 jobs to
go.

The details came out later:
copy room, library, subs table,
type-setters and comps were to
go. The Mail has decided to
abandon page production in
Manchester entirely.

According to the UK Press
Gazette (January 26) rumour
has it that the Daily Express will
do the same, raising new ques-
tions about the future of their
Manchester Ancoats complex,
also home to the northern inde-
pendent Daily Star.

The Telegraph's small re-
maining Manchester team are
also half expecting more redun-
dancies.

The Mail management plan
was put into effect immediately
after the announcement. On
the editorial floor all district men
joined the queue for the long
white envelopes.

Arthur Perrin of the print un-
jon NGA said the job losses
signify the demise of national
newspapers in Manchester. He
claimed the centralisation of the

Northern print johs go

workers

| BY JOHN SIMMANCE |

He spoke of the prospects
for a Labour government:
‘How can we choose between
Kinnock and Len Murray?
Kinnock has never said we
will get our jobs back, and
Murray has now shown his
loyalty to his new team in the
House of Lords.’

‘I have survived, despite
enormous problems,’ he con-
cluded. ‘I have lost out on my
pension rights-after 20 years
working in the pit. But when
1 visited Jack Collins (Keni
NUM secretary) three days
before he died, Jack said to
me: can you walk with your
head up? That shows we are
right.’

Liz Shaw, sacked FoC
from ‘The Times’, said the
printers were the ‘next-best
organised workers’, and
linked police brutality in the

news industry was propagating
the north-south divide.

‘People of the north will soon
only be able to read London-
based news, he said.

John Womersley, the Mail's
northern editor, argued: ‘instant
electronic communications
have changed the economics
of the industry. Things are
changing and it no longer
makes sense to have two page-
production centres.

‘Now that it takes two mi-
nutes to get a page here rather
than eight hours of trundling on
wheels, it does not matter
where they are actually put
together and it is logical to do it
at one centre.’

The Mail has kept up its
manning levels in the north
longer than any other paper, he
went on to boast.

The NUJ's northern organis-
er Colin Bourne said: ‘It just
isn't cost-effective for them to
worr¥ about the north but we
can fight on compulsory redun-
dancy and on terms, with Lon-
don’s support. At the moment
we're being offered three
week’s money for each year of
service.’

As the printers at the Express
lie in wait for bad news, print
leaders are noticeably quiet ab-
out the loss of Manchester jobs
— the last thing they want is
action in Manchester simul-
taneously with Wapping.

miners’ strike and at Wap-
ping.

‘The avenues in the Wap-
ping dispute are closing,” she
said. ‘There is not enough
money even to print leaflets.
But people don’t give up
even if there seems no way
forward.

‘Two ballots have over-
whelmingly rejected Mur-
doch’s offers. We have had
five so-called final offers and
our struggle has not been for
money but for the fun-
damental freedoms.’

Liz said 99 per cent of their
efforts had to be directed to
the leadership of print un-
ions SOGAT and the NGA

who are doing deals in Fleet "

Street which have sold work-
ing conditions and 10,000
jobs.

‘It has now been reported
that both unions are to try
and discipline those indi-
viduals involved in clashes
with the police at last week’s
march, and the NGA intends
to use scab videos to pick
them out.

‘SOGAT were going to use

- the videos, but then declined.

They are lukewarm to de-
fend those arrested.’

All speakers agreed the
trade unions should organise
their own inquiry into police
brutality at the Wapping
anniversary march. Alan
Barnes, one of 300 sacked
workers at Hangers’ artifi-
cial limbmakers, explained
that ‘one thread brings us
together — the mob of gangs-
ters who run our industries.

‘BTR, who own Hangers,
have links with South Africa,
where they treat their work-
ers badly.’

Irene Scott from Silent-
night said their union FTAT
had dumped them. The time
had come to build trade un-
ions where no one crossed
picket lines.

Peter Heathfield, secret-
ary of the NUM, called for
full support for the Telecom
engineers, but warned the
strikers to be on guard for a
sell-out.

@ South East region of the
Justice for Mineworkers can
provide speakers: contact 190
Shepherds Bush Road, Lon-
don W6. John Simmance,
960-5354 or 603-1831.

® Rally and Heroes concert
on Sunday 29 March at the
Piccadilly Theatre.

Hangers’
leaders
crawl

THE strike committee at J.
Hangers, artificial limbmak-
ers, were called to a meeting
last Tuesday with leading
officials of the two unions
involved, TASS and FTAT.

The committee went be-
lieving the meeting was to
discuss strengthening the
five-month dispute but found
they were being urged by the
officials to recommend a re-
turn to work.

The deal the union officials
were trying to sell was that
instead of the four union rep-
resentatives sacked at the
start of the dispute there
would now be eight named
men the company would not
re-recruit. The acceptance
of this black-listing by the
company was recommended
by the officials as the ‘best
possible deal’.

After many hours of argu-
ment, during which two of
the strike committee walked
out in disgust, a vote was
finally taken with a majority
of one to recommend a re-
turn to work at the following
day’s mass meeting.

However the next day
those officials who were pre-
pared to lick BTR’s boots
(Hangers’ owners) received
a slap in the face from the
company itself. The In-
terMed board, the group to
which Hangers belongs,
vetoed the deal saying Han-
gers management had no
right to offer it.

The union officals who
throughout have resisted
any attempt to shut down
Hangers’ other plants or
even to stop working over-
time will now concentrate on
forcing the InterMed board
to accept the Hangers’ offer
and sell this ‘victory’ to the
men.

In the same week that
print union leaders worked
hard to end picketing at
Wapping, officials at the
‘left’ unions of TASS and
FTAT ftried to persuade an
employer to accept black-
listing.

Miners’ art

The Young Unknowns Gal-
lery in The Cut, London SE1
invites submissions of artistic
vyork about miners and their
lives to commemorate the
1984-5 strike. The exhibition
will run from 2-27 March.
g:lgsne 01-928-3415 or 01-737-
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capping

THE LONDON borough of
Newham answered Tory
rate-capping with a
borough-wide strike last
Wednesday.

Only essential services
were maintained as the
12,000 council labour force
struck for half a day to
march through the commun-
ity and lobby parliament.

The government is impos-
ing a cut of £35 million in this
yvear's council budget.

The massive protest had
been organised by an novel
coalition of council workers’
unions. voluntary service
groups. teachers, parents,
tenants and the Labour
group on the council.

The ‘Fair Deal for New-
ham Working Party’ had
taken the campaign out to
local shopping centres and
markets to ensure max-
imum community suppori.

Over 6.000 marchers
assembled in Central Park
to hear NUT leader Fred
Jarvis bring the support of
the TUC and his own union,
who were solidly on strike
throughout the borough.

Jarvis had no answer for
hecklers who wanted to

[ BY BOB ARCHER |

know why 70 members of the
neighbouring Inner London
Teachers Association have
been disciplined for taking
strike action.

On the march. big contin-
gents from the NUT. GMBA-
TU. NUPE. TGWU and
NALGO were joined by the
Theatre Roval Stratford
East. the Tom Allen Centre,
playgroups and tenants’
assoclations and many other
community groups.

At a rally at Stratford fol-
lowing the march, Labour
council leader Fred Jones
thanked everybody for parti-
cipating in the march.

He said that the day’'s
events were just the begin-
ning of the campaign against
ratecapping.

‘We must go out and get
other authorities working in
the same way’. he said. ‘so
that we are not isolated like
Liverpool and Lambeth.’

‘We cannot win in New-
ham alone. We must widen
it’, Jones said.

An angry heckler asked
whether the Labour council
was prepared to set a deficit
budget. Jones answered that

the question had not been
decided yet.

Another membeér of the au-
dience asked why Newham
had not supported Liverpool
and Lambeth councils when
they had taken up a fight
against Tory government-
imposed cuts.

Jones rapidly drew his re-
marks to a close.

He was followed by Tele-
com striker David Feltham
(NCU City branch) who brief-
ly outlined the experiencée of
two weeks on strike and
said: ‘You don’t wait till next
year to vote in a new govern-

ment. vou fight now and you v

fight in your workplace.

*A victory for us is a vic-
tory for you and a victory for
everybody.’

Newham is the second
most deprived borough in
England, with unemploy-
ment rates, housing and so-
cial problems that put iton a
par with Belfast and Naples.

For vears under Thatcher
the Council — 100 per cent
Labour — tried to avoid a
fight by using creative
accounting and greater ‘effi-
ciency’.

Now they have discovered
that the ‘dented shield’ gives
no protection at all.

JOE STANDEN, Secretary of
Newham Teachers’ Associa-
tion (NUT) explained the solid
support by teachers for the
strike and march:

‘Teachers have been in ac-
tion from the start in the
Newham Joint Trade Union
Committee.

‘The education budget was
cut 5 per cent last year and
we are down to lose £8 mil-
lion this year.

We have excellant rela-
tions with the craft and
manual unions. Teachers in
Newham are predominantly
working class.

“We are prepared to march
and join in the action.

‘We've toid the authority
to put the lost wages aside
for nursery education.

‘Newham is the poorest
education authority in Bri-
tain. We have been trashed
once by the loss of the docks
and we are not going to be
trashed again.

THE STAFF of the Arragon
Road Day Centre for the
Elderly had come on the
march because the cuts
would put the work of their
centre at risk.

Their clients are very frail
and elderly, and if the centre
was closed down they would
lose the social opportunities,

étaﬂhomAnagonBoadDayCenheformeAged

Park, East Ham

emotional support and relief
to the families that the cen-
tre offers.
JOHN MARSDEN, Branch
Secretary, Newham Confed-
eration of Health Service Em-
ployees, attended the march
on behalf of all the Health
Service unions in the
borough.
_ ‘Al the Health Service un-
ions support this action’, he
said, ‘because they have sup-
ported us. The NHS is in the
same state as the borough.
‘Queen Mary’s hospital
has been closed. We are so
short staffed that it was diffi-
cult to get a big turn-out of
our people here.’

VIC TURNER, chairman of the
Newham Joint Trade Union
Committee, told ‘Workers
Press’:

‘We see this as the unifica-
tion of the working people of
Newham. This is the laun-
ching pad.

‘Don’t ever forget that
over the years manual and
white-collar workers have
suffered cuts. They have
agreed cuts for “efficiency’’.
This (rate-capping) proves it
was a false route.

‘That has to stop. We have
to protect our jobs. We have
to show the ratepayers that
ratecapping is an evil, that it

cuts their services.

~
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‘In 1980 we took job cuts
for productivity and efficien-
i;s. It’s been proved to be a
ie.

DAVID FORBES, school-
keeper and GMBATU shop
steward, said there were

several reasons for the big _

turn-out on the march.

‘There is the ratecapping
and what it means for our
jobs.

‘GMBATU members are
not only employees but rate-
payers of the borough.

‘The government has
placed strong restraints on
the council budget over the
last few years.

‘We have been saving
money on jobs, reducing
hours worked and materials
used. and we have achieved
real savings.

‘Now they feel all the hard
work they have done has
gone for nothing.

‘School-keepers have
taken a full day on strike. We
feel the services we provide
are very important.

‘We want to show not just
central government but the
ratepayers what they will be
missing.

‘We didn’t want to hurt the
underprivileged but we
wanted to show what the cuts
would mean’.

were at the forefront of the rally in Central

Newham fights rate-

Council workers, teachers, parents, tenants associations, community groups and others joined

in the 6,000-strong demonstration through Newham last week

Liverpool pays for ‘creative

accounting

LIVERPOOL Labour Coun-
cil. which in the past con-
ducted a struggle against the
Tory cuts. is now facing all
the consequences of the so-
called ‘creative accounting’
which it used in the end to
escape from confrontation.

Two vears ago the Militant
was hailing as a great vic-
tory the financial juggling
which only postponed
attacks on the council
Labour force and on Liver-
pool communities.

The chickens have becen
coming home to roost for
some time as the Council has
made cuts in voluntary ser-
vices. closed community
buildings and re-organised
the council work-force.

Now it has retreated so far
that it faces a strike over
privatisation.

[ BYBILL HUNTER |

Last Wednesday a meeting
of 1.000 council workers em-
ployed by the Parks and
Open Spaces Department de-
cided unanimously to take
strike action from Monday
February 8.

They are demanding the
withdrawal of the Council's
plans to hand landscape
gardening over to private
contract.

The mass meeting took
place after landscape
gardeners. led by lan Lowes,
Chairman of the council's
joint shop stewards’ commit-
tee and supporter of the Mili-
tant. occupied Municipal
Buildings and locked out
council officials.

Manchester strugglg

against cuts

MANY disputes are erupting
in the Manchester area. giv-
ing a glimpse of the effect of
Thatcher’s policies.

The Ancoats Action Com-
mittee have been occupying
the hospital casualty unit
which was closed at the end
of January. On Fcbruary 3.
cleaners porters and cater-
ing staff staged a one-day
strike in support of the com-
mittee.

Withington Hospital has
also been foreed to close its
casualty department since
February 4.

Firemen at Manchester
airport are striking against
new staffing levels and
bonus schemes. Paul
McDermott, TGWU con-
venor, has insisted that safe-
ty standards must be main-
tained or improved.

Fifty thousand passengers

have been bussed clsewhere
since the strike.

The strikers have said
they prefer inconvenicnce to
passengers to dead passen-
gers.

As Kinnock lays plans for
the election campaign, so
many strikes in Manchester
must cause him concern.

TWO HUNDRED council
workers belonging to the
GMBATU occupied Man-
chester Town Hall council
chambers on Wednesday.
causing the regular monthly
meeting of city councillors to
be disbanded.

The workers, who have
now been-on strike for three
weeks. are secking the im-
plementation the 35 hour
week, which is city council
policy.

The Parks and Gardens
workers declare that 48 jobs
are at risk and demand talks
with the council and with-
drawal of privatisation
plans.

Mecanwhile. parents and
teachers in Aigburth. in
south Liverpool. are angered
at the decision of the coun-
cil’s education committee to
sell off the Morrison Wing of
the Calderstones Compre-
hensive school.

Secret negotiations have
been going on with a retail
chain who see the area as a
prime site for a superstore.

Parents and teachers have
circulated a petition against
this closure, which will mean
that children will be trans-
ferred to mobile units
crected next to the other
buildings.

There is opposition inside
the Labour Party. One ward
has already passed a resolu-
tion attacking the decision.

The Labour council could
very well face an occupa-
tion, like the famous Crox-
teth school occupation
against the previous Liberal
council.

NUPE ‘no’
to schemes

GOVERNMENT plans to ex-
tend Youth Training
Schemes in hospitals are
being bitterly opposed by
NUPE. which represents
80,000 nurses.

The proposal is for un-
trained youngsters to work
‘alongside nurses’ as a ‘solu-
tion’ to the level of nurse
recruitment.

Mr John Dempsey. Nupe
West Midlands Divisional
Officer, emphasised that the
scheme has all the hall-
marks of Thatcherism.
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THE DEMONSTRATION to mark
the 15th anniversary of Bloody
Sunday last weekend in Sheffield
was a determined one. A fascist
counter-demonstration was quick-
ly broken up.

- A group of fascists and Ulster
loyalists who appeared with Union
Jacks as the march entered the
city centre were dispersed by a
posse of demonstrators, who re-
turned to their places in the march
before the police could intervene.

The march was headed by ban-
ners from the Irish in Britain Rep-
resentation Group, Republican
prisoners’ support committees,
the Labour Committee on Ireland
and Troops Out. The Rising
Phoenix and Crossmaglen Pat-
riots’ flute bands from Scotland
played.

The small humber of trade union
delegations showed once again
that the organised working class
has yet to face up to the lrish
question: the honourable excep-
tions who were there included a
group of sacked Yorkshire miners
and the Oxford and Hammersmith-
Fulham Trades Councils.

Other contingents included

Sheffield Women On Ireland

Group, WRP/Workers Press,
Workers Power, the Revolutionary
Communist Group and the Social-
ist Workers Party.

The largest contingent was from
the Revolutionary Communist Par-
ty. They had been excluded from
the organising committee by ‘left’
Labourites who had hoped to pre-
sent a ‘respectable’ face to the
disgraceful chauvinists of the
Labour-controlled Sheffield coun-
cil, who banned a Bloody Sunday
commemoration in the city four
years ago.

Fl T~

in Derry 15 years ago.

The Workers Revolutionary Party contingent on last weekend’s march in Sheffield to commemorate the Bloody Sunday massacre

Bloody Sunday march

THE MEETING packed the
City Halls. :

There was initial pande-
monium when members of
the Irish Freedom Move-
ment, who had made up at
least one quarter of the 4,000-
strong march, clambered
onto the platform to demand
the right to have a speaker.

As stewards from the
Troops Out Movement tried
to clear the stage supporters
of the Irish Freedom Move-
ment got to their feet to
chant ‘Free speech for Ire-
land’ and ‘You are steward-
ing for Blunkett. The meet-
1ng could not begin.

[ BY PAUL HENDERSON

A demagogic attempt by
the chair to restore order by
saying ‘Silence for the Sinn
Fein speaker,’ failed when it
became clear that the Sinn
Fein speaker was not about
to speak and eventually vic-
tory was conceded to the Ir-
ish Freedom Movement.

The first speaker, from the
Irish in Britain Representa-
tion Group, said there had
been many Bloody Sundays
in the history of Ireland, but
we were remembering one in
which the people killed were
of military age and male and

REPUBLICAN PRISON-
ERS OF WAR

LONG LARTIN
HM Prison Long Lartin, South Lit-
tleton, Evesham, Worcs, WR11 5TZ
LIAM BAKER: 20-year sentence,
464984.
JAMES BENNETT: 20-year sent-
ence, 464989.
EDDIE BUTLER: Life sentence,
338637.
ROBERT CUNNINGHAM: 20-year
sentence, 131877.
GERRY CUNNINGHAM: 20-year
sentence, 132016.
JOHN McCOMB: 17-year sentence,
B51715.
ANDY MULRYAN: 20-year sentence,
461576.
PATRICK MULRYAN: 20-year sent-
ence, 461575,

PARKHURST
HM Prison Parkhurst, Newport, Isle
of Wight, PO30 S5NX
NOEL GIBSON: Life sentence
879225. .
PATRICK HACKETT: 20-year sent-
ence, 342603.
GERRY McDONNELL: Life sentence,

B75882.
PAUL NORNEY: Life sentence,
863532.
TOMMY QUIGLEY: Life sentence
69204.

PETER SHERRY: Life sentence,
B75880.

WAKEFIELD
HM Prison Love Lane, Wakefield, W
Yorks. WF2 9AG
HUGH DOHERTY: Life sentence
338636.
NATALINO VELLA: 15-year sent-
ence, B71644.

ALBANY

HM Prison Albany, Newport, isle of
Wight, PO30 5RS
MARTIN BRADY: Life sentence,
119087.
HARRY DUGGAN: Life sentence,
338638.
BILLY GRIMES:
SEAN KINSELLA: Life sentence,
758661.
SEAN HAYES: 20-year sentence,
341418.

GARTREE
HM Prison Gartree, Leicester Rd,
Market Harborough, Leics, LE16
7RP
RONNIE McCARTNEY: Life sent-
ence, 463799.
STEPHEN NORDONE: Life sentence
758663.
JOE O'CONNELL: Life sentence,
338635
ROY WALSH: Life sentence, 119083.

FRANKLAND

HM Prison Finchale Ave, Brasside,
Durham
WILLIAM ARMSTRONG: Life sent-
ence, 119085
BRENDAN DOWD: Life “sentence,
758662.
PAUL HOLMES: Life sentence,
119034.
CON McFADDEN: 20-year sentence,
130662.
EDDIE O'NEILL: 20-year sentence,
135722.

LEICESTER
HM Prison Welford Rd, Leicester,
LE2 7AJ
PAUL KAVANAGH: Life sentence,
1888.
BRIAN KEENAN: 21-year sentence,
B26380.
PATRICK McGEE: Life sentence,
B75881.

WORMWOOD SCRUBS

HM Prison, PO Box 757, Du Cane
Road, London W12 OAE
DONAL CRAIG: 4 years.

| DURHAM ]
HM Prison Durham, Old Elvert |
Street, Durham.
MARTINA ANDERSON: Life sent-
ence, D25134.
ELLA O'DWYER: Life sentence,
D25135.
VINCE DONNELLY: Life sentence,
274064.
REMAND PRISONERS:
BRIXTON
HM Prison, Jebb Avenue, Brixton,
London SW2 5XF.
MICHAEL J McKENNEY: L46486
G. (DANNY) McNAMEE: L48616
WORMWOOD SCRUBS
LIAM QUINN: L49930
INNOCENT MEN AND
WOMEN FRAMED BY THE
BRITISH POLICE:
CAROLE RICHARDSON: 290719, -
HM Prison Styal, Wilmslow, Cheshire
PATRICK ARMSTRONG: HM Prison
Gartree.
PAUL HILL: 462778. HM Prison
Wormwood Scrubs.

GERARD CONLON: 462779, HM
Prison Long Lartin.
JUDITH WARD, HM Prison Durham.

HUGH CALLAGHAN, 509499, HM
Prison Gartree.
JOHN WALKER, 509434, HM Prison,
Long Lartin.

BILLY POWER, 509498, HM Prison
Wormwood Scrubs.

GERARD HUNTER, 509495, HM
Prison Frankland.

RICHARD McILKENNY, 509498, HM
Prison Wormwood Scrubs

PADDY HILL, 509496, HM Prison
Gartree. .
They are all serving life and in the
case of Carole Richardson, indefinite
detention.

were shot in the back.

‘They were selected
targets,” he said, ‘because
Irish people have not
accepted British occupation
and never will.’

Views on Ireland are
changing amongst British
workers, he pointed out, and
when at Wapping pollce
were told by pickets to go to
Derry, this was not due to
any feeling that the police
would be more useful in
Derry.

‘It is because in Derry they
know what to do with the

- police. A few years ago this

would not be heard.

‘We are told that Labour
supports the Irish people but
we remember who sent the
troops in’ (loud applause).

‘We don’t want a load
more false promises.

‘Those who try to place
conditions on their support

‘for the liberation movement

should remember Lenin’s
view: that even the grain
merchants. in Egypt should
be supported in thelr fight
against imperialism.’

Next to speak was Tony
Tocherty, whose father was
one of those killed on Bloody
Sunday.

He pointed out that victims
of imperialist oppression
were to be found amongst
the Loyalists as well as in the
Catholic population.

‘There are many unem-
ployed on the Shankhill
Road,” he said. The differ-
ence between us is that we
don’t expect anything else
but oppression.

‘The will of the people is
not shattered. That is why
there will be Bloody Mon-
days and Wednesdays and
Thursdays and every other
day of the week.

‘There will be many cam-
paigns to quell our resist-
ance. The machinery for
creating Bloody Sundays is
intact and in perfect working
order,” he warned.

The speaker from the Irish
Freedom Movement did not
mention Bloody Sunday at
all, which angered a large
part of the audience.

Instead, after briefly de-
claring unconditional sup-

‘port for the struggle against

imperialism, he launched
into an attack on the orga-
nisation of the rally and the
fact that the Irish Freedom
Movement had been ex-
cluded from the organising
committee.

Jean Giddens brought
greetings to the rally from
Women Against Pit Clo-
sures.

She explained that 1984,

the year of the miners’
strike, was the year that she
had begun to learn.

‘I realised that people
under this system are not
people, ]ust a workforce to
be used,’ she said.

‘All my life I had been
absorbing opinions that
somebody else had wanted
me to absorb.

‘I no longer think South
Africa is not part of my busi-

ness and when I was invited -

here to speak about Ireland,
my only hesitation was be-
cause I didn’t think I knew
enough.’

The next speaker was
given a standing ovation.

She was Brenda Downes,
whose husband was killed by
a plastic bullet at the Anti-
Internment Rally in Belfast
in 1984.

She described how her hus-
band had been shot at point
blank range.

Holding a plastic bullet in
her hand, Brenda said
‘These are bullets of repres-
sion . . .

“They tell us that these are
weapons of ‘minimum force’
but how could a weapon of
minimum force have killed
16 people and maimed and
blinded scores of others?’.

A speaker from the Asian
Youth Movement said the

Labour Party had betrayed
black people, as they had the
oppressed in Ireland.

The fact that the Irish Re-
publican Socialist Party had
been barred from speaking
made him feel that the orga-
nising committee had been
unwilling to offend the
Labour Party.

‘The Labour Party will
change its tune to whatever
sults it at the time,’ he said,
‘so we should not worry ab-
out offending them’.

He described the history of
British rule in India as one of
murder and oppression.

‘That is what unites us
with the oppressed people in
Ireland,” he said.

He ended with a call to
support the Sheffield 5 and
oppose the immigration
laws.

Finally the rally was
addressed by Tommy Karlin
from Derry Sinn Fein who
said those who were at the
rally were helping their own
cause in Britain, as well as
the oppressed in Ireland.

‘Britain is using Ireland as
a testing ground for antl—
working class tactics,” he
said, ‘but the aim of the Re-
pubhcans is to end British
rule in Ireland.

‘We intend to do this, to
end injustice and oppressron
sooner rather than later.’

Condemn
McGlinchey
Murder

THE WORKERS Revolu-
tionary Party condemns
without reservation the brut-
al assassination of Mary
McGlinchey at her home in
Dundalk, County Louth, Ire-
land.

The 31-year-old wife of
Dominic McGlinchey, for-
mer chief of staff of the Irish
National Liberation Army
(INLA), was shot down while
bathing her two young sons
when masked gunmen burst
into her home.

~ McGlinchey, who is serv-
ing a ten-year jail sentence
in Portlaoise prison, was re-
fused permission to attend
his wife’s funeral.
Although the motives for
the recent killings in the
INLA — military wing of the
Irish Republican Socialist
Party — are not clear, in-
volvement by British secur-

ity forces with or without the
knowledge of the Irish gov-
enment should not be ruled
out.

A spokesman for the INLA
Army Council has denied
any connection with the mur-
der. But he did admit that
three out of four factions who
have decided to disband the
organisation were responsi-
ble for the deaths of INLA
Chief of Staff John O’Reilly
and Thomas Power in
Drogheda two weeks ago.

Both O’Reilly and Power
were closely associated with
Mary McGlinchey.

The recent revelations
from the Stalker inquiry, the
role of MI6 and its penetra-
tion throughout Ireland, all
testify to the fact that the
British state, its military,
police and secret agents are
active in Ireland — on both
sides of the border.

AqQuino
wins
vote

BY KEITH SCOTCHER

CORAZON AQUINO has
won backing for a new con-
stitution and will be instal-
led as President of the Phi-
lippines for the next six
years following the re-
ferendum on February 2.
Technically, Aquino was
never elected but headed a
‘revolutionary govern-
ment’ ruling by decree.

The vote is no more than
a critical ‘yes’ for a return
to ‘democracy’.

Under the new constitu-
tion which is 22,000 words
in length and has been read
by only a handful of people,
she will be President with-
out having to seek a new
election but will lose her
dictatorial powers and will
hold local and national
elections.

The constitution was
opposed by the left, the
Communist Party, the
KMU trade unions, land-
less peasants and the Isla-
mic Moro Liberation forces
as a sell-out to foreign con-
trol of the economy which
does not solve basic prob-
lems such as land retorm.

The status of the army in
the government following
the referendum is unclear.
Mrs Aquino will have to ask
the army commanders to
swear allegiance to her.

Following the seizure of
TV stations and military
camps by Marcos suppor-
ters in the army, Aquino
threatened recriminations

— the troops were ordered
to do 30 press-ups when
they returned to barracks.

No action has been taken
against marines who mas-
sacred 20 landless peasants
marching to ask Aquino for
land, a main demand of the
peoples power’ revolution.

Two more were killed on
another march protesting
at the massacre.

Kasama, newsletter of
the Phlllpplnes Support

| Group, reports that a re-
tired US general, John
 Singlaub, who was involved
in organising the Contras
against the Nicaraguan re-
volution, is now organising
‘anti- commumst forces in
the Philippines.
He was named as having
‘ibeen involved in the Iran-
Contra arms scandal.

A sergeant of the Milit-
ary Intelligence Group has
been charged with the mur-
der of Rolando Olalia, lead-
er of the KMU trade umon
organisation, and a ‘con-
fidential agent’ of the De-
fence Ministry has been
charged with complicity,
pointing to the involvement
of ex-Defence Minister En-
rile.

Enrile has admitted that
US warships have been
allowed to enter Philip-
pines ports with nuclear
weapons on board with
Aquino’s permission.

The European Common
Market has got involved in
what is described as a ‘con-
scious counter-insurgency
effort’ in the Philippines.
The EEC is pouring $20
million into development
projects in the Cordillera
Mountains of Northern
Luzon, the ancestral land
of one million indigenous
people. The areas chosen
are all areas of poverty and
guerilla activity.

It is an-attempt to reduce
support for the New Peo-
ples Army. Aid is badly
needed in these areas but
the money will be under the
control of a Cordillera Cen-
tral Development Prog-
ramme to be run ‘like a
private company’ with no
| local control.

The EEC is keen to prom-
ote European goods in the
Philippines and to try to
break the ‘US/Japan
stranglehold’ on imports.




THE continuity of the struggle for the Fourth
International was the key-note of the
memorial meeting held last Monday 2
February at Friends’ Meeting House, Lon-
don, to pay tribute to the life-work of Trots-

kyist Nahuel Moreno.

The meeting was called by the Workers Revolutionary
Party at the request of the LIT (International Workers
League) whose representative had only just arrived in
England on a fraternal visit when the news of Moreno’s

death was received.

The platform consisted of
comrades from various Trots-
kyist organisations who had
accepted the WRI’s invitation
to speak.

Chairman Bill Hunter, op: ning
the meeting, said Comrade wore-
no made the arduous journcy to
Britain towards the cnd of last
year despite serious risk lo his
deteriorating health, spccifically
in order to further the struggle for
the Fourth International.

WRP Central Committee mem-
ber Cliff Slaughter said therc was
no doubt Moreno was politically a
very big man but stressed the
question of the fight to make sure
there was a Fourth International.

- That it was not destroyed was not
l a question only for individuals in

t centration

the movement: it was the question
for the whole working class and
ultimately for the whole of man-
kind in this epoch.

‘There is not the slightest doubt
that Comrade Moreno's main con-
in these last few
months was to do everything he

| could and to summon up what was

after all a unique experience. and
maturity from that experience. to
make sure the movement could
take advantage of the opening for
the construction of the Fourth In-
ternational which has now begun
to appear.

‘He knew that opportunity had
to be grasped. He made the jour-
ney to Europe knowing very well
the risks to his health. That's the
importance he gave to it. The trip
he made was scheduled already
for another comrade before these
possibilities arose. He took that on
his shoulders. And I want to say
this: from the standpoint of the
Workers Revolutionary Party, we
know the death of Comrade More-
no will leave a big gap.

*We have confidence in the com-
rades we've met in the LIT who
want to go forward for the con-
struction of the Fourth Interna-
tional and to bring together all
these forces who want to build the
world party in Europe and Latin
America.

‘But we know that the experi-
ence and the maturity and the
ability to combine principle and
flexibility which comes only with
experience is something that
made it possible for us to begin a
relationship in which this con-

| struction of the world party prom-

ises very much over the next year
— that’s why we made that call in
the Workers Press from the Cen-
tral Committiee last week.

‘We know the death of Comrade
Moreno will make that more diffi-
cult and, without heing presump-
Ltuous in any way, as we tried to
say in the call, we understand also
very well that Comrade Moreno’s
death places a very hig responsi-
bility, 4 much higger responsibil-
ity, on everybody in the Workers
Revolutionary Party than they
had hcfore.

‘We're not making some kind of
funcral specches — then we've
finished with it. Quite the con-
trary. We believe first of all that
what blew up the WRP. the old
WRP of Healy and its Internation-
al Committee, was the strength of
the working class — the hegin-
nings of a new rise of the working
class, under conditions where
many tendencies in the movement
had in their various ways begun to
write off the working class, to look

for all kinds of petty bourgeois

and protest movements and single
issue politics which would replace
the revolutionary force of the
working class.

‘So that the decisive struggle —
to give political independence to
the working class through build-
ing independent Bolshevik lead-
ership — was devalued, broken
down. Now that was brought back
to the front. It broke up the WRP
because when the working class
came forward and especially in
the miners’ strike, which was a
concentration of a whole new
round of imperialist contradic-
tions internationally — it wasn’t a
one-oft.

‘It is not at all accidental that it
was followed within a year and a
half with a renewal of very big
struggles in France for the first
time in nearly 20 years. with
almost a repetition of the pattern
of the students first and then the
working class coming in as if
lighting had struck.

‘And that doesn’t come just

from France any more than the

miners’ strike came just from
Britain. This is what is posed
before all those who want to build

“the world party of socialist revolu-

tion.

‘It has posed before us all the
inadequacy, the fact that we ha-
ven’t yet solved the problems of
building these parties and im-

Chairman Bill Hunter (WRP) addressing the meeting

- e
NAHUEL MORENO

planting big parties for Trotsky-
ism in the working class — but we
have entered a period where the
necessity of that is going to be
born in us as a life-and-death
matter.

*That's what's going to be mis-
sing when you're talking about 4
million unemployed. when vou're
talking about the miners’ strike
which involved the extinction of
whole communities. That's what
it was about.

‘Is it insignificant.” asked
Slaughter. ‘that many comrades
have come back into the move-
ment who've been out of it for
decades in the last vear? That
people are talking to each other in
the Trotskyist movement? Maybe
theyv're going to argue and fall out
or continue with the falling out as
thev've had before.

‘But is it accidental that on the
world scale it is possible to renew
contact and initiate a discussion in
which there will be no holds bar-
red, in which the differences will
be clear? There's a reason why all
that comes about. I believe Com-
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rade Moreno’s determination to
put this task above all others and
for us to get the response that we
got from these comrades is be-
cause it was opened up for us by
the struggle of the working class.

‘T only want to say this ‘it may
be a very hanal conclusion': The
death ot Comrade Moreno poses
that responsibility before every-
body here. Neither Comrade
Moreno nor any other Trotskyist
would want any mourning. He
would want the lesson ot his strug-

+ gle to be learned by everybody:

that there's nothing else worth
doing except the building of this
international leadership. and that
a big step torward in the possibil-
itv for that now contronts us.
"That's the attitude ot the Work-
ers Revolutionary Party towards
the death ot Comrade Moreno. I
want to make it very plain
.we regard Moreno as a com-
rade. We regard him as a heroic
revolutionary fighter. He was one
of us. This movement in Latin
America is a continuation of the
work of Trotsky. and the work ot
the Workers Revolutionary Party

The following
of the leaders

who, after the
of the struggle

Trotsky.
friends.

revolution.

working class!

is a continuation of the work of
Trotsky and the Bolsheviks and
the Octoher Revolution. These
will come together in the building
of the world party of socialist
revolution.”

Comrades from the Socialist
Lahour Group, Socialist View-
point. Socialist Organiser and Lut-
te Ouvriere then paid tribute to
Hugo Moreno. While they made
several criticisms of Moreno, they
all stressed his outstanding role as
one of the very few who had main-
tained the Trotskyist movement
in face of the attempts by Stalin-
ism to destroy it.

During the course of the meet-
ing Comrade Bill Hunter read out
a series of messages from orga-
nisations in different parts of the
world, including one from Ernest
Mandel which is produced on this
page.

A comrade from the French
section of the LIT spoke movingly
ab((l)ut Moreno as friend and com-
rade.

Leon Perez of the LIT made it
clear he took serious note of all the
criticisms raised about Comrade
Moreno's contribution to the
Trotskyist struggle and said that
he would welcome the opportunity
to discuss them with those con-
cerned on another occasion.

He said that Moreno’s biggest
contribution to the movement was
not the MAS., his Party in the
Argentine, but the continuity of
his struggle for the Fourth Inter-
national.

Moreno understood himself that
without an international Party his
own party, the MAS. would not
succeed in its political goal.

It cannot and will not succeed,
Comrade Perez went on. without
the assistance of an international
movement.

‘We don’t want another Bolivia
1952-1953:; we do not want another
Vietnam 1946-1948: we don’'t want
another Sri Lanka like in 1964 —
we don't want another defeat of
the Trotskvist movement.

‘We really believe the Trots-
kyist movement is and will be in a
position to lead the working class
to power in many countries in the
next decade and we desperately
need the assistance of the Fourth
International movement.

‘That’s why Moreno had dedi-§
cated all his time. all his energy,
particularly after he was ill and
knew it. . . to make trips to meet
with other leaders to discuss and
try to convince other comrades in
the Trotskyist movement to
reorganise as fast as we could the
movement that we need to suc-
ceed in Argentina, in England and
in every other place in the world.’

message from Ernest Mandel, one
of the Unified Secretariat, was read

to the meeting.

6The death of Comrade Morano has touched all of
us very deeply. With him disappears one of the last
representatives of a handful of leading comrades

World War I, maintained a continuity
of Leon Trotsky in difficult conditions

when our movement was still very isolated. Beyond
the divergencies that separated us we were united by
the same determination to maintain that continuity
against all odds.

Today in many countries that isolation has ended
and transformed into evident possibilities of growth
because of the joint crisis of capitalism, imperialism
and Stalinism combined with the growing combativity
of the working class. The facts confirm that Moreno's
generation, the same as mine, has not fought in vain.

We will remember him above all for his fight to
forge working-class cadre capable of fighting for the
political independence of the Argentine proletariat,
one of the most militant in the world, and for his
efforts to spread the writings and thoughts of Leon

We extend our fraternal condolencies to his party
the MAS; to his family and his closer comrades and

Facing death revolutionaries don't abdicate: they
proclaim the permanence of life, the struggle of the

@® Long live the Argentiman and Latin American

@ Long live the world socialist revolution!
@ Long live the Fourth International'g
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WHAT is the political sig-
nificance of the Chirac
government abandoning
its plans for university re-
form? Why did they do
this?

D.A.: The defeat of the Chir-
ac government was of very
great importance. It can no
longer govern as before in
any field. It is a government
in crisis.

The government was
forced to withdraw its uni-
versity reform in the face of
an unprecedented move-
ment of youth who, from 6
December 1986 and the
assassination of a young de-
monstrator by the police,
posed the direct threat of the
struggle extending to the
working class who had their
own demands — like the
SNCF (railways), the RATP
(Paris transport) and the
EDF-GDF (gas and elec-
tricity).

The threat of joint action
between student youth and
workers was decisive in
Chirac’s decision to with-
draw his university reform
Bill. Since then, the political
situation in the country has
changed.

WHAT exactly were the re-
forms Chirac wanted to in-
troduce and what was their
purpose?

D.A.: The reforms empha-
sised selection, calling into
question the legal equality of
education for everyone.
Basically it attempted to
adapt the education system
to the capitalist crisis by in-
troducing the privatisation
of the universities, question-
ing education’s role as a pub-
lic service.

Concretely this meant a
substantial increase in reg-
istration fees, the possibility
of special competitive ex-
ams over and above the
ordinary examinations for
university entrance and for
advancing from one part of
the course to the next; the
‘autonomy of the universi-
ties’ meant each degree
would no longer have nation-
al status, only local, intro-
ducing competition between
the different universities
which would also mean the
possibility of private financ-
ing and the end of state sup-
port.

THE student movement in-
cluded all students, from
universities down to
teenagers in schools. Why
was the radicalisation so
large? What sort of orga-
nisation did the students
have?

D.A.: The strike was total in
the universities. We then
went to campaign among the
high school students (ly-
ceens). But while the orga-
nisation was good in the uni-
versities, the school students
expressed a forceful, spon-
taneous revolt with very lit-
tle organisation.

We set a clear goal: the
total withdrawal of the re-
form Bill — and we wanted
to win this goal. The anarch-
ists and cven the Communist
Party decried this as a very
limited goal, without seeing
how important a victory
would be.

ft was around this goal
that the strike movement be-
came general, combining
the different levels of con-
sciousness among university
and high school students. It
was also around this goal
that unity became possible,
including cven those who
were prepared to accept
simple rearafting of Chirac’s
Bill (The Socialist Party).

With this goal the demo-
cracy and the control of the
movement were total. The
students borrowed the best
traditions of a century of
workers’struggles, such as
the Paris Commune of 1871.
But it was the first time
direct democracy at strike
level functioned so well

among students on a nation-
al scale.

Take for example my uni-
versity at Jussieu. Each
faculty general assembly
elected a strike committee
which elected five delegates
for the university’'s central
strike committee, which in
turn elected five delegates
for the national committee
(about 360 delegates from the
72 universities in France).
This committee in turn
elected a body of spokesper-
sons, 14 members. At each
stage the delegates were
mandated and subject to re-
call at any time.

This is how unity remained
right to the end, right to
victory — not by negotia-
tions between different poli-
tical apparatuses or tenden-
cies. This was an important
lesson on the question of uni-
ty in struggle.

The movement was so
broad because it fixed a pre-
cise goal and organised in a
broadly democratic and in-
dependent way, achieving
unity.

WHAT sort of political dis-
cussions took place dur-
ing the movement and af-
ter the government backed
down? What was the role
of different political ten-
dencies — social demo-
crats, Stalinists, different
tendencies calling them-
selves Trotskyist?

D.A.: At the beginning the
press presented the move-
ment as ‘apolitical’. In fact,
hundreds of thousands of
youth turned towards poli-
tics but rejected the politics
of the politicians and profes-
sional bureaucrats. They
mistrusted the traditional
‘left’ organisations.

But starting from the re-
jection of the reform Bill,
cach day the youth took up
other questions: police rep-
ression, the security policies
of interior minister Charles
Pasqua, against the racist
reform of nationality laws,
against the Chirac govern-
ment in gencral.

Now that continues on a
mass scale. The youth want
to prolong their movement
on the political field, but
hope at the same time to
maintain the unity of the
movement.

My organisation, the Ligue
Ouvriere Revolutionnaire

o

A demonstration in Paris last December at the height of the students’ movement

THE STUDENTS’
STRUGGLE

'FRANCE

WE print here an interview with DAVID ASSOULINE, who was the spokesman
for the national student committee in France during last year’s mass student
struggles which compelied the government to capitulate on its proposed
education reforms. Assouline is a leading member of the French Revolution-
ary Workers’ League (LOR), a Trotskyist organisation.

Next week we shall print an interview with CHRISTIAN, member of another
Trotskyist organisation, the Socialist Workers’ League (LST), and a leader of
the student struggle in Grenoble.

(Revolutionary Workers’
League — LOR), propeses
the building of a mass youth
organisation to organise and
unite against government
attacks, against racism, un-
employment and exploita-
tion, to contribute in its way
to the building of a society of
political and social equality:
socialism.

We are putting this for-
ward to the participants in
the movement, to political or
trade union militants, to all
organisations and youth poli-
tical tendencies (‘commun-

ist’, ‘socialist’, ‘Trots-
kKyist’. . . ). B
We say to them: let us

build such an organization
together, with equality ot
rights and duties. It must be
a framework for common
action and political appren-
ticeship for youth. They will
be able to choose their poli-
tical tendency fully con-
scious of its position, while
deciding above all the com-
mon action for advancing to-
wards socialism.

In the students’ struggle
itseif, the Stalinists were
almost absent. Since they
could not lead they were con-
spicuous for their continual
attacks on the national com-
mittee, without any policy,
only wishing to divide.

With the social democrats
it was different. They were
represented above all by a
tendency called Converg-
ence Socialiste, consisting of
former members of the PCI
{a Trotskyist organisation)
who had joined the Socialist
Party (PS).

They were caught between

the strength ot the move-
ment and the conciliatory
orientation of the PS lead-
ership who wanted only
amendments to the reforms
so as not to endanger the
‘cohabitation’ of Socialist
Party President Mitterrand
with gaullist prime minister
Chirac.

But the strength of the
movement was greater and
they had to follow. The Con-
vergence Socialiste tenden-
cy was in the leadership of
the main student union
(UNEF-i.d.) which began the
struggle.

The organisations calling
themselves Trotskyist were
also present. ‘Lutte Ouv-
riere’ and the PCI of Lam-
bert had a very sectarian
line and were often allied
with the Communist Party,
but played little role in the
student strike. The LCR of
Krivine frequently fought
alongside my organisation
for unity, independence and
democracy in the struggle
for total defeat of the reform
Bill, and then for unity with
the working class against
police repression.

WHAT policies did you
personally advance during
the movement? What are
the political tasks facing
students now?

D.A.:I fought above all to
achieve a strike for the total
withdrawal of the Bill and
against its amendment. I al-
ways defended the broad and
democratic movement, con-
trol of the strike by the strik-
ers themselves.

I struggled for unity of all
tendencies towards this goal
and called for a general
strike in all education (stu-
dents, high school students,
teachers), and then a call to
the people, to the workers
and their trade union orga-
nisations for the 10 Decem-
ber general strike against
police repression.

All this was taken up by
the national committee, of
which I was the main nation-
al spokesman.

I believe the political tasks
of the student movement to-
day are the same as those of
all workers: achieve a Un-
ited Front against the Chirac
government. There are spe-
cific political tasks for the
youth — essentially for the
building of their ewn auton-
omous organisation for
socialism.

For university students,
the struggle continues be-
cause even without Chirac’s
reform, selection exists, the
right to study for all is a
mockery. But I also think a
big students’ union is
needed, linked to the work-
ers” movement. I campaign
for this in UNEF-i.d.. where
I am now a member of the
national committee.

WORKERS PRESS re-
ported previously that
there was a witch-hunt
against Trotskyists. Why
was it so strong and how
did you reply to it?

D.A.: This campaign was
concentrated on me because

I led the delegation to the
Minister. It was a govern-
ment manoeuvre to break
the strike. Whether this was
based on their own analysis
or on assurances about nego-
tiating with other more
‘moderate’ students, 1 still
do not know.

They did this at the very
moment they unleashed
brutal police repression and
failed lamentably, despite a
big press campaign de-
nouncing me as a ‘Trotskyist
manipulator’, ‘radical’, who
was ‘duping’ the student
movement.

The LCR and LOR mem-
bers defended the demand
for tetal withdrawal of the
reforms and it was for this
we were attacked: because I
defended this position in my
faculty, on the national com-
mittee, and then before the
Minister — it was my man-
date.

Perhaps the government
thought the mandate was
only a demagogic piece of
paper and that behind closed
doors with the Minister the
student delegation would
speak another language, as
often happens with tradition-
al trade union representa-
tives. For the students and
for me that was out of the
question. It failed because
the united movement, the
majority of the national
committee, supported the
mandate which we — I —
defended in front of the gov-
ernment, and condemned
their manoeuvres.

THE student movement it-
self won support among
trade unionists. Now there
are some big strike move-
ments taking place. What
is the connection? How
does this situation com-
pare with May-June 1968?

D.A.: We won the support of
the industrial unions against
their will. They were obliged
to support us because the
workers gave us their sup-
port, breaking away from
the leadership: The struggle
of the students and all the
youth, as always in history,
gave the necessary breath to
workers entering struggle.

As 1 said earlier, impor-
tant struggles have begun
with national conferences of
workers, strike committees,
and national coordination
bodies, like us. This is histor-
ic in France. Even in 1968,
only the trade union orga-
nisations were coordinated
at national level. Today they
were obliged to help the
movement without substitut-
ing for it, on risk of being
rejected.

The difference between
now and 1968 is the fact that
we do not have a general
explosion of all workers at
the same moment. The
period and the political
situation is not the same
either.

The bureaucratic leaders
of the workers’ movement
have less control of the situa-
tion. The Communist and
Socialist Parties have been
governing for several years
to the advantage of the capi-
talists.

It is necessary to open a
political perspective to the
thousands of youth and
working-class cadres who
have breathed life into the
struggle, often alongside the
active organisations who
call themselves Trotskyist
and who reject the tradition-
al apparatus.

A Workers” Alliance, on
the platform of anti-
capitalist mobilisation.
against the Chirac govern-
ment and ‘cohabitation’ with
Mitterrand, would be a first
step towards opening this
missing political perspec-
tive.

But, as in 1968, these strug-
gles express that, as they are
all over the world, even in
China, the workers are
clearly taking the initiative.
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not defeated!

‘SEE NAPLES and die’
— so the saying goes, but
even though this alter-
nately beautiful and terri-
ble city has the worst un-
employment in Europe,
the spirit of the militant
young ‘disoccupati’ or un-
employed, does not die.

With the support of the
students the unemployed de-
monstrate at least once a
week, hundreds and hun-
dréds strong, from the Piaz-
za Garibaldi to the town hall
at the Piazza Municipio.

The demonstration follows
the main street, the busy
Corso Umberto, and brings
the incredibly busy traffic to
a standstill.

It is a dramatic, colourful
spectacle, with banners and
flags, red, black and white.
Among the ‘partiti politico’
represented are the human-
ist party and the left-wing
Marxist-Leninist party.

Whistles blow continuous-
ly. Chants of ‘Lavoro,

[ BY CHRISTINE MCBRIDE

lavoro, lavoro’ (work) to the
tune of ‘Here We Go’!

In spite of the light-
hearted appearance, the de-
monstrations are taken very
seriously by the participants
and by the spectators, espe-
cially the workers, who know
only too well the difficulties
of the disoccupati.

The demonstrations are
also taken seriously by the
law. A mass of Polizia al-
ways precede the march,
with policemen walking in
front together with their
vans. The military Caribi-
nieri also accompany the
march on foot and in
armoured vans. A soldier
stands armed in each one at
the rear of the march.

In addition to the protests
for ‘Lavoro, sicuro e subito’,
(work, secure and now) are
protests against the abys-
mally low standard of hous-
ing, sanitation, hospitals,
and education.

These facilities have im-

Turkey’s
largest
strike

THE largest strike in Turkey
since the 1980 military coup
has entered its third month.

The 3,150 workers at the
Canadian-owned Netas
(Northern Telecomunica-
tions Company) factory were
called out by the indepen-
dent trade union, Otomobil,
over pay and conditions.

However as a union orga-
niser at the plant pointed
out: ‘It’s not just a strike
over pay and conditions
... What we are really
doing is fighting for demo-
cracy and the right to orga-
nise trade unions freely’.

Some production at the
plant (which manufactures
switchboards and other tele-
communication equipment),
has been maintained by the
use of ‘apprentices’ aged be-
tween 12 and 15 who are
barred by Turkish law from
participating in trade un-
ions.

However the workers on
strike have successfully
blocked all attempts to move
goods in or out of the factory.

The strike is a test of the
ability of trade unions to con-
front the repressive legal
and police apparatus of the
present regime.

In opposition to the labour

 code in Turkey which forbids

one union from helping
another, other factory work-
ers in Turkey have donated
one hour’s pay to the strike
fund.

Workers living close to
subsistence level have don-
ated food to the strikers’
families.

In Britain and other West
European countries, solidar-
ity campaigns have begun in
Turkish communities, and
over £2,000 has already been
raised in Britain.

@ Donations to: Netas Strike
Support Fund, Ac 01078577
(sorting code 40-05-05),
Newington Green Branch,
Midland Bank, Newington
Green, London NI6.

Messages of support to:
NETAS ISCILERIYLE DAY-
ANISMA KOMITESI,
OTOMOBIL-IS SENDIKASI
UNMRANIYE SUBESI, IN-
KILAP MAH. ALEMDAG
CAD, No 139 KAT 3, UMRA-
NIYE — ISTANBUL,
TURKEY

"IMMIGRANTS

proved in the northern parts
of Italy, and the people want
to know why Naples is neg-
lected by the Italian govern-
ment, which is reluctant to
invest money in the south.

Many Neopolitans and
southern Italians are forced
to leave and seek menial em-
ployment in the north, perpe-
tuating the already strong
prejudice between northern
and southern Italians.

Naples is famous f{or in-
famous) for its crime rate,
especially robbery, but,
under the living and working
conditions in the city, this is
not surprising.

What could be a thriving
tourist industry suffers from
a vicious circle because tour-
ists, who would surely love to
visit this place full of castles,
monuments, fountains,
palaces, with views of the
Gulf of Naples and Vesuvius,
charming cafes and bars,
gardens and palm trees by
the Mediterranean, and sun-
shine the year round, are put
off by Naples’ reputation.

obless . . .but

°

The disoccupati have a
permanent encampment in
the Piazza Garibaldi, with
tents and banners. They dis-
tribute leaflets which ex-
plain their plight.

They are orderly and
peaceful, and are usually left
alone by the police.

They are asking for secure
employment or benefits to
keep themselves and their
families when unemployed.

There is the IPNS, which

The tnt of the Naples unemployed in th
unemployed want work — secure and now (lavoro,
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roughly corresponds to our
DHSS, but the conditions for
any kind of benefit are ex-
tremely stringent.

Many people live in dis-
gusting, crumbling tene-
ments with substandard
sanitation and piles of rub-
bish in the streets.

After midnight it is com-
monplace to see young
teenagers sleeping rough in
shop doorways, youngsters
with fires in the streets to

-
e Piazza Garibaldi: a pe
sicuro e subito)

rmanent remindér that the

keep warm on the cold
nights, teenagers with a
bucket of water and sponge.
wiping the slow-moving car
windscreens to earn 100 lire
(10p), selling chestnuts, pap-
er tissues, and black market
cigarettes. .

Unemployment in Britain
is bad enough but the condi-
tions under which the unem-
ployed Neapolitans are liv-
ing is little more than Hell on
Earth.

HARASSED
Deport —but

[ BY LISE BAUER |

IN SWITZERLAND, land of
neutrality, chocolate and
cuckoo clocks, things are
done in a nice, clean, demo-
cratic way. Even the de-
portation of Tamils.

The government’s present
intention to deport 32 ‘illegal’
Tamil refugees has met with
strong popular opposition,
particularly in the canton of
Bern, where a large number
of Tamils live.

Support groups have
announced that they will
hide the threatened depor-
tees; church groups have
organised campaigns, in-
cluding a hunger strike by a
vicar: and even the Bernese
cantonal council has pro-
tested strongly at the gov-
ernment’s ‘inhuman inten-
tions’.

Conscious of popular in-
dignation in the wake of re-
cent exposures of Switzer-

nicely!

land’s despicable role in
World War II, when it de-
ported countless Jewish re-
fugees back to Hitler’s Ger-
many and certain death, the
Swiss ministers have de-
cided not to act too hastily.

They agreed to meet cam-
paign leaders from churches
and cantonal councils for an
‘open and constructive’ dia-
logue on the Tamil refugee
question.

As a result, the govern-
ment agreed to set up a spe-
cial working party whose
task it will be ‘to effect, by
taking into account all new
factors, the organisation of
the Tamils’ travel arrange-
ments with the utmost care
and consideration’!!

First prize to the Swiss
ministers for the most
‘humane’ cynicism!

. . .orthe knock

POLICE raids on immigrant
homes are becoming com-
monplace in Munich. accord-
ing to a recent German
newspaper report.

After one such raid, a
young man from Sri Lanka
observed: ‘I thought the Ger-
man police were good to us
but tonight they treated us as
one wouldn’'t treat an
animal.’

The police came in force at
night to a house full of appli-
cants from overseas seeking
political assylum. They
broke open doors, lifting
some of them off their hing-
es. Using dogs and wearing
gloves they said they were
looking for illegal immig-
rants, stolen goods and
drugs.

The raid went on until
1la.m. The 70 people who
were said to be on the pre-
mises without justification
were actually invited guests
at a party given by compat-
riots from Bangladesh. In-
dia, Nepal and Sri Lanka.

Although 51 arrests were
made no reasons were given.
No stolen goods or drugs
were found.

at night

This was only one of many
such searches that have
taken place where the police
have been unable to find any-
thing.

European shipyards

BETWEEN 40,000 and 45,000
jobs will disappear from
Europe’s shipyards by the
end of 1989, three-quarters of
them in the next twelve
months.

The European Commis-
sion foresees a ‘substantial
reduction of merchant con-
tainers and considerable dis-
mantling of the present ship-
building capacity.’

Judging by the orders for
1988, the need for ships will
fall to 40 per cent of the
present world capacity.

A report from the Euro-
pean Commission — which
avoids mentioning the dis-
astrous state of the world
economy — says the prob-
lem is that the way the eco-
nomy is developing means a
move away from production
which needs a great deal of
transport.

It argues that for the most
important products, like oil,
distances have been re-
duced, and developing coun-

[ BY TRUDI JACKSON |

tries increasingly produce
their own industrial and pro-
cessed agricultural goods.

Nuclear energy, growing
worldwide, means less de-
mand for solid and other
fuel, equipment and machin-
ery. Natural raw materials
are replaced with synthetics
which need less sea trans-
port.

The new technologies play
a part in ‘dematerialising’
the economy — that means a
lot of industrial products be-
come superfluous. In addi-
tion the miniaturisation of
components for equipment
and of the products them-
selves makes transport by
air more accessible.

The European Commis-
sion’s approach to the ravag-
ing of the European ship-
building industry has met
sharp opposition from both
the European Metalworkers
Union Federation in Brus-

DISMEMBERED!

sels and the shipyard
owners.

The report proposed four
pages of ‘adjustments’ with-
in the framework of the
European Regional Develop-
ment Funds, and some social
measures.

The shipyard bosses com-
plain about ‘non-existent
policies’ in relation to their
Japanese and South Korean
competitors.

The struggie for the sur-
vival of the European ship-
building industry has raised
far-reaching problems for
the unions.

The European Metalwor-
kers Union Federation has
raised the problem of the
need for new jobs with in-
dustrial developments in the
field of environmental pro-
tection, energy supply and
traffic infrastreture.

The trade unions want
broad and better qualifica-
tions for workers, and to par-
ticipate in the decisions ab-
;)_ut production and organisa-
ion.

Sri Lanka attack

HEAVY fighting broke
out between Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam
fighters and Sri Lankan
Police commandos in
Batticaloa in January.

In the battle, 18 comman-
dos were killed and several
others seriously wounded,
according to a statement by
the LTTE Political Com-
mittee

The clash took place at
Kokatticholai, when 1,000
commandos from a special
task force, which is Pakis-
tan-trained, were brought
from various commando

~camps at Toonadi, Vel-

lavelli, Kalladi and other
areas.

The commandos launched
their attack from South Afri-
can-made armed ‘Buffalo’
vehicles which offered no
protection from land mines
laid down by the LTTE.

After long hours of fighting
the commandos suffered
many deaths and injuries
and began to retreat, attack-
ing surrounding villages as
they did so. Liberation fight-
ers reported them ‘indiscri-
minately shooting at civi-
lians and burning down
houses’.

It is reported that 18 civi-
lians were shot dead and
many others wounded.

A matter of ‘guidelines’

MORE than 300 enviromentalist organisations from all over
the world have appealed to the Swiss chemical concern
Ciba-Geigy to halt the worldwide distribution of its pesticide
Chlordimeform, because a study has shown that it causes
cancer. A spokesman for the firm’s New York office replied
they had no intention of ceasing production, as it was all a
matter of following ‘guidelines for the use’ of the poison. The
main outlets are the US and Latin America.

Let them die of cancer on the other side of the world, so
long as the francs keep rolling in!

Monthly journal of the
Communist League of Australia

Subs: 12 issues £8.50, 6 issues £4.25.
PO Box N93, Petersham NSW 2049, Australia
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‘A very
strong
position’

[ BY BRONWEN HANDYSIDE |

‘AT this depot we used to take
200 kids straight from school
and give them a proper train-
ing to be telecom engineers.
Now we take 20.

Three strikers from the
National Communications
Union at the Ruskin TSVC at
Shakespeare Road in Brix-
ton discussed the progress of
their strike and the changes
in their conditions since pri-
vatisation.

Militant

€This has always been a
moderate union but we have
now turned militant — the
governors put us in this posi-
tion since Telecom went pri-
vate. We are 100 per cent in
this depot out of 120 blokes.
Last Wednesday we had a
branch meeting and the cler-
ical side, which is separate
from engineering, voted to
stay out as long as we did.

We are in a very strong
position in this strike be-
cause it is virtually 100 per
cent across the country.
They thought all they had to
do was give us a bonus and
they were God’s gift.

Management has been
trying to find as many ways
as possible to save money on
us: there has been no re-
cruitment for ages and they
have been covering the
vacancies on overtime.

As for Thatcher — she
wants it both ways, she
wouldn’t give the pensioners
£5 to save them from freez-
ing and then she accuses us
of cutting the telephones off
from old people!

Message from London strikers

The general public is on
our side, out of 100 cars that
go by here 30 give us a beep.
The council workers in the
depot next door have sup-
plied us with a brazier and
all the wood we need.

Canteen

They bring us cups of tea
and have said we can use
their canteen, telephone and
toilets whenever we like. We
are also using an office of the
Lambeth workers’ joint
trade unions as a strike base
thanks to Imbeth UCATT
workers.

Our bosses wanted a con-
frontation with us but they
didn’t realise we would be so
strong.’

Shakespeare Road in London

20,000 Telecom strikers turned out on Wednesday’s demonstration

‘It'sabout sma
the unio

‘ITS not just about
pay because they
can easily afford to
pay us, it’s about
smashing this union.
That is one thing
they won’t get away
with.’

This was National Com-
munications Union
national officer Chris
Proctor’s message to last
week’s 20,000 strong rally

- of British Telecom strik-

ers at Tower Hill London.

The same fighting mood
was also expressed by Liver-
pool Internal Branch Secret-
ary Phil Holt: ‘Regardless of
the outcome of this dispute,
we’ve got to change our lead-
ers and get more firm and
determined leaders.’

Holt said: ‘We have from
our so-called ‘moderate’

“~branches and so-called ‘mili-

tant! branches 100 percent
standing behind our claim of

10 per cent — no strings.
‘One union, one strategy —

and a victory for all workers

in our industry.’ was his call.

The magnificent show of
strength displayed by the
membership of the NCU
over the last two weeks
again exposes those in the
labour movement who insist
that the working class is ‘de-
feated’.

At the beginning of the
march strikers asked politic-
al groups to leave on the
grounds that this was a
‘trade union dispute’.

But in the rally, speech
after speech expressed the
explosive political nature of
the strike.

Bob Brown from Bourn-
mouth expressed the fight-
ing spirit of BT workers.

No compromise

in Walles

BY TRAVIS GOULD |

CHRIS PROCTO

WHILE the NCU leadership are talk-
ing of compromise, in the Merthyr
and Pontypridd areas engineers have
been forced to withdraw safety cover
due to the provocative action of the
STE (Society of Telecom Executives)
who tried to repair a fault at Quakers
Yard, near Merthyr Tydfil, after the
NCU had decided it was not an
emergency.

Pickets prevented the work being
done and the incident was reported to
the police by BT management, who

accused the engineers of ‘unseemly
disturbing behaviour’ and intimida-
tory picketing.

The withdrawal of safety cover is
expected to spread very quickly to the
rest of South Wales. Cardiff were due
to meet at 12 noon on last Thursday.

Telecom workers feel that if the
STE, having previously given assur-
ances not to do the work of engineers,
become an alternative workforce,
they can do all emergency call-outs.

‘Our members and non-
members have enjoyed ev-
ery day of this dispute. I've
never known such solidarity
before.

‘We can’t go back unless
we win,” he said.

A burst of laughter greeted
national executive commit-
tee member Bill Cox’s state-
ment: ‘We are not an unruly,
unreasonable mob. Every
one of you is a skilled,
trained and dedicated com-
munications engineer.’

He paid.tribute to the men
on the communications
ships. ‘I pay special tribute
to the men on the ‘Iris’ which
was at the Falklands, they
were bloody heroes weren’t
they?’

He looked embarrassed
when stony silence followed.

His hint that a return to
work ‘with strings’ might be
possible received a negative
response from the strikers.

A speaker from Bermond-
sey Labour Party talked of
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BY CHRIS McBRIDE

the ‘class war’ being waged
by the Tories.

The strikers have learned
lessons from the betrayals of
print union leaders Brenda
Dean and Tony Dubbins.

One striker said, ‘We've
got to tell our national lead-
ers — especially John Gold-
ing — that we’re not out on
strike to go back to square
one. We are the ones who
make the profit.

‘Our trouble is that our
claim is too modest.’

Picket marshall Anne De-
nver said: ‘The government
is behind this however
secretly, along with their
friends in the City.

The strength and solidar-
ity of the BT workers has
surprised the strikers.

A striker from London
City Branch said that BT and
the workforce thought they
had inherited a weak union.

‘We were both wrong’ he
said. ‘We must show our
leaders that they must go
forward and not make any
mistakes.

‘One mistake they will
make is if they come back
from the wage offer negotia-
tions with any strings.

Jeff Russell declared: ‘If
secessary we should have a

trike to bring this
t down. It’s them
behind what’s going
mn day.’

Landon district secretary
Rom Birch bellowed down the
microphone, ‘Head office tell
us to stand firm. Well we’ve
got a message for head

office. ‘You stand firm.’

“All these double dealings
or whatever’s going on. No
deals no strings — we will
wi_% because we’re right.’ he
said.

Pickets at Key

In the Manchester strike headquarters

'ge House, south London

Lessons from Wapping

BRITISH TELECOM strikers
are showing the determina-

raged by
the support from other
workers.

The link between the sack-
ed printworkers and striking
NCU workers must be drawn
together in the common
struggle against the Tpatcher
government.

The miners paved the way
in their fight for jobs, followed
now by the News International
¥rlntworkers and the British

elecom workers.

Printworkers are calling for
a recalled TUC =
expose the likes of Willis,
Hammond, Jordan and com-
pany: if these leaders are not
going to take on the Tory
goverment then others must
be elected who will.

The call ‘to wait for a Labour
goverment and everything will
be all right’ must be rejected.
Every class-conscious worker
knows another Labour gover-
ment will follow the same line
as Thatcher.

It is only class action by the
trade union and labour move-
Tment led by a revolutionary

rotskyist party that can de-
feat Murdoch and his allies —
not fancy talk around oak
tables with brandy and toffee.

This kind of bargaining has
gone on too long and trade

The ExDecswe Somves @
ping on 24 -

cowardly abdication by their
present leadership.

The print dispute remains at
the crossroads. They cannot
win alone — it will need the
full support of the Telecom
workers and the rest of the
trade union movement.

Determination alone will not
bring victory to the printers.
Fleet Street will have to be
brought out to give the im-
petus that the rest of the trade
union movement needs. Hun-
dreds and thousands of work-
er?I would rally behind such a
call.

Manch_esler
solid

BRITISH TELECOM engineers in Man-
chester are solidly behind their execu-
tive. The mood is confident but se-
rious and the 3,000 strikers are having
a big effect in the city.

Many people trying to phone from
outside the code area are not getting
through, and many firms — including
BT itself — have lines out of action.
Strikers have been joined by clerical
staff in a number of areas in the north
west.

The Manchester Central Branch of
the National Communications Union
has renamed the largest incoming
trunk unit in the country Fortress
Rutherford.

Local management have now hired
a security firm to patrol the entrances
and have changed all the Fortress
locks, while staff not on strike have
been offering sympathy and help to
the strikers.

The NCU branch itself has not
ignored other workers on strike and
have adopted one of the families of
the Silentnight strikers.

Stockport Technical college stu-
dents have voted to support BT strik-
ers and are helping in a number of
ways. The Art Department is produc-
ing posters.

RELEASE

TRADE

UNIONISTS

Wearmouth — Three years
from June 1986. RF8756 HM
Prison Acklington, Morpeth,
Northumbria

JOHN MATTERSON: Murton
— Two years, three months
Youth Custody from Decem-
ber 1985

DEAN HANCOCK: Oakdale
— Eight year sentence. Gar-
free maximum security prison,
nr Market Harborough,
Leicester

RUSSELL SHANKLAND: Taff
Merthyr — Eight year sent-
ence. Gartree maximum

MIKE HICKS, SOGAT NEC,
Imperial FoC London
Wholesalers — Four months
plus eight months suspended
Camp Hill jail, Isle of Wight,
from December 5 1986.
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ABERDEEN

UNEMPLOYMENT is a serious and worsening problem in Aberdeen —
the ‘oil capital of Europe’, the so called ‘boom’ city of Britain.

Trudy Nash, 17, was lured up to Aberdeen from her home town Luton
because of the heady title ‘boom’ city. She has been homeless for over
eight months and unemployed for a year.

‘T had to give up‘my job

_ because of a bad back,’

she told Workers Press. ‘I
applied for social secur-
ity and they told me to
move on. I had to leave
my lodgings. I had no
money — now I sleep
rough.

‘The only clothes I have
are the ones I am wearing —
I applied to the social secur-
ity for a clothing allowance.
I am still waiting after two
months.’

Alfred Low, 19, is another
victim of the DHSS board-
and-lodgings regulations.
According to the authorities
he is not supposed to need
sleep.

‘I have been fined over
£100 (a total of four fines) for
trespassing. I used to sleep
in a derelict church, slap
bang in the centre of the
city,” Alfred said.

‘The police came along
and moved us out in the mid-
dle of the night. Sometimes
as many as 20 were sleeping
there but now they have
bricked up the entrances to
the church. I have tried to
get work but it is hopeless.

‘It makes you sick, you are
not even supposed to need
sleep. All I want is a job and
a home.’

Unemployment is rising
fast in the ‘boom ecity’ and
even those with the ‘protec-
tion’ of parents are being
exploited.

Loraine Ogaza has been
unemployed since last year.
‘I only get £28 a fortnight,’
she said. ‘They are taking
advantage because I stay
with my parents.

‘My dole was suspended

LORAINE OGAZA

for 13 weeks after I lost my
job.

‘The job was lousy. I got
one Sunday off a fortnight.
Unemployment is lousy, but
all they can offer you is a
youth training scheme and
then back on the dole.’

HOMELESSNESS in Aber-
deen, according to Shelter,
has risen 62 per cent since
1981.

On any night of the week,
over 200 youngsters have to
sleep rough. In January
when temperatures were
seven degrees below zero,
seven teenagers were found
huddled together on the
beach. Unlike London there
is nowhere in the night to get
a cup of tea.

Many homeless people do
not apply for accommoda-
tion to the local authorities.
In Scotland over 25,000 are
registered as homeless.

Shelter housing adviser
Sheila Archibald told Work-
ers Press:

‘In Aberdeen, there is a
serious problem of
homelessness, especially
amoung the young — their
housing options are extreme-
ly limited. There is approx-
imately a five-year waiting
list for council accommoda-
tion.

‘Bed and breakfast is over
the DHSS limit and young

people under 26 affected by
the “four week rule’” have
little option but to move on or
sleep rough.’

Russell Sutherland, co-
ordinator of Aberdeen Youth
Information Centre, said un-
employment amongst youth
had gone up by leaps and
bounds since he started work
in 1985.

‘Since the Tories intro-
duced the board and lodg-
ings regulations for those
under 26, we have been inun-
dated with homeless young
people. Many of them are on
the move from other parts of
the country.

‘Once local youth have
gone over the DHSS time
limit, they do not want to
move to another area and
are -forced to live rough in
Aberdeen,” Russell said.

[__BYBRIANPOWERS |

the forecourt of the local
police headquarters, deman-
ding their release.

As always, under capital-
ism. whether an exploited
tea-worker in India or an
unemployed youth in Aber-
deen, the greedy tentacles of
capitalism can envelope any
working class person into a
life of poverty, unemploy-
ment and misery.

There is an urgent need to
organise the working class,
so that this inhuman and de-
grading monster. is des-
troyed.

A decent standard of life,
the right to a home and a job
can only be guaranteed
under socialism, where peo-
ple come before profit.

As always, under capitalism, whether
an exploited tea-worker in India or an
unemployed youth in Aberdeen, the
greedy tentacles of capitalism can
envelop any working class person into
a life of poverty, unemployment and
misery. There is an urgent need to
organise the working class, so that
this inhuman and degrading monster
is destroyed.

UNEMPLOYMENT in the
city has almost doubled in
the last six months. The local
Job Centre, far from offering
an array of oil or oil-related
Jjobs, displays cheap labour,
dead-end jobs or Tory siave
labour job schemes.

-One- job recently adver-
tised oftered £47 for a 40-hour
week, assembling venetian
blinds.

Anyone who visited Aber-
deen during the ‘oil boom’
days might have had the im-
pression that here was a
Thatcher entrepreneurial
haven.

Today, although some of
the status symbol establish-
ments, such as the London
Jjewellers Mappin and Webb
still exist, the one-man side-
street businesses are shut-
ting up shop.

Even nationally-known
shops can no longer exist. In
one of the main shopping
throughfares 12 shops within
150 yards have shut their
doors.

Bonanza

Oil workers who settled in
Aberdeen during the oil
bonanza and are now unem-
ployed have been forced to
sell their homes and sell
them at a loss as house
prices plumett.

A récent auction sale
offered over 40 houses — not
one was sold.

Unemployed oil worker
James Robertson has been
on the dole for over a year. ‘I
had to sell my flat and lost
money on it,” he said. ‘Many
of my friends are in the same
position. Those still at work
are being forced to take
large wage cuts just to stay
m a job.

At the Aberdeen Unem-
ployed Centre are many peo-
ple thrown on the dole after a
year or so on the ‘rigs’.

A demonstration against
unemploymgnt and DHSS
regulations ‘attracted over
200 people and an incident
where two unemployed
youth were arrested for un-
furling a banner saying, ‘F...
THATCHER’, resulted in a
sit-down demonstration in

PUBLIC SEATS circling a
statue of His Majesty, King
Edward VII in the centre of
Aberdeen are occupied
throughout the day by unem-
ployed youth with no money
and nowhere to go.

They are constantly
moved on by police to walk
the streets.

One refuge that does cater
for the homeless and the un-
employed is the Cyrenians
Day Centre, funded by the
district council. Yvonne
Shun is the centre’s co-

- ordinator.

€The cold weather has high-
lighted the problems of peo-
ple who are homeless or un-
employed, but the problem is
not :a new one.

One 17-year-old pregnant
girl and her 19-year-old boyf-
riend have been sleeping in
various derelict buildings
with only blankets to keep
them warm — constantly
‘moved on’ because because
they are trespassing.

There is a boy of 17 who

Preparing the evening meal at Aberdeen Cyrenians Day Centre

Aberdeen’s homeless youth

has been sleeping out for
over a year. He is often un-
able to sleep because he is so
cold — and spends some of
his days sleeping on a sofa in
the day centre.

Then there is the older
man in his late 50s, on the
waiting list for a hernia op-
eration. He often feels ill. He
spent one night last week
either trying to sleep in the
railway station or wandering
about in the cold because he
was snowed out of his house
— which is a tent.

The number at the Day
Centre has increased drama-
tically since Christmas. We
started opening in the even-
ing for three nights a week
and have been surprised at
the number of people —
especially under 25s — who
came not only for food, but to
stay as long as possible be-
fore going back onto the
streets.,

Steve Anderson, chairper-
son for Aberdeen Cyrenians
has worked for the Cyre-
nians for 10 years.

€The homeless get younger.
They are as likely to be 16 as
60, and about 200 under the
age of 21.

We have tried to establish
crisis accommodation but
have failed to get funding
from the government under
the Urban Aid Prog-
ramme.§

Boarded up derelict church in the centre of the city —

‘BOOM’ OR

gussell Sutherland outside Aberdeen’s Youth Information
entre




THE Labour Party policy document, ‘Investing
in People’, confirms the Labour leadership’s

lack of socialist convictions and unwavering
determination to serve the needs of Britain’s big

business interests.

The 75p glossy brochure has 20 pages, of which half
are full page colour pictures — a man in a white
overall next to a page on jobs, a man in a white coat
next to a page on health, a black woman in a white
coat next to 500 words on equal opportunities — and so

ornn.

The front page pictures
Neil Kinnnock over the new
red rose emblem adopted by
Labour.

Kinnock has said this sym-
bol is in honour of Chartists
shot dead in the 1839 New-
port rising, led by John
Frost.

Exactly what Labour’s
subservience. to parliamen-
tary and legal means for
achieving change has in
common with the ideas of
Frost, a member of the
Physical Force Chartists’ In-
surrectionary Committee, or
with the Newport action by
3.000 to 4,000 colliers and
ironworkers to advance
workers rights by armed
struggle. Kinnock has never
divulged.

According to the pam-
phlet’s first two paragraphs,
the plan to transform Britain
into a country that is ‘effi-
cient and competitive’ is ‘the
democratic socialist vision
of the Labour Party’.

Having got the word
‘socialist’ out of the way —
linked not to the nationalisa-
tion of the means of produc-
tion but to the market eco-
nomy — it never appears
again.

The subsequent preoc-
cupation is with investment,
efficiency. competitiveness,
partnerships between capit-
al and labour. and yet more
investment. It would do jus-
tice to a publication from a
right-wing organisation.
such as the Adam Smith In-
stitute or the Centre for Poli-
cy Studies.

Even sections on educa-
tion. old age and health con-
centrate on how improve-
ments in these can be benefit
‘industiry and the economy’.
rather than how the lives of
those involved can be im-
proved.

EMPLOYMENT

THE SECTION headed ‘In-
vesting in Jobs’ explains that
Labour plans to reduce un-
employment by one million
in two years. This is to be
achieved by relying heavily
on local councils developing
schemes for building and re-
pairing homes. schools and

hospitals and expanding,

education. socal. services,

child care and support for
the elderly.

The claim is fraudulent.
The Labour leadership has
been — and is — witch-
hunting its councillors and
local members who have
fought the hardest to defend
precisely these services
against the Tory govern-
ment.

Far from being supported,
they have been stabbed in
the back. Far from being
congratulated for defending
local communities, opposing
job cuts, and fighting priva-
tisation until Labour gets
into government and re-
verses the process, they
have been vilified and ex-
pelled.

No commitment has been
made to repaying the vital
cash drained from the coun-
cils and services covering
the ponrest communities and
the decaying inner cities.

Labour’s job creation plan
is to rest on deals and con-
tracts with local private en-
terprise. Such operations

have led to a bonanza for-

property developers — who
tie token improvements in
amenities to construction of
vast office complexes and
luxury accommodation —
but have led to destruction of
existing local communities.

INVESTING IN
INDUSTRY

FOR socialists, a fun-
damental question is: which
class owns and controls the
means of production. dis-
tribution and exchange.

For the Labour leadership
there is no such question. Its
role as protector and defen-
der of British capitalists is
not considered a matter for
doubt.

After complaining that
‘our’ share in the world mar-
ket has dropped by a quarter
and that investment funds
flowing overseas has risen
from 5 to 15 per cent under
the Tories, a plan is adv-
anced.

No threat to the stock ex-
change gambilers is implied,
no blueprint advanced for
the state takeover of banks,
insurance companies and fi-
nance houses. but simply a

scheme for making it more
worthwhile for investors to
keep their money in Britain.

Labour would set up a
British Investment Bank to
finance improvements in
British indusiry. Investing
institutions will be told:

‘Put more of your invest-
ment into Britain and
you’ll continue to enjoy
tax relief. Send too much
of your money abroad
and you'll lose that relief.
As the investment capital
becomes available. we’ll
make sure that some of it
goes into the British In-
vestment Bank., with
attractive commercial
returns.’

This money will be
directed into profitable high-
technology businesses by a
special agency: British En-
terprise, working through
Regional Development
Agencies and Enterprise
Boards. In the first year of
office, £6 billion will be bor-
rowed to fund thesec mea-
sures. .

No one should think vast
numbers of jobs would be
derived from the set-up. As
long as capitalism prevails
the main use of investment
money is to mechanise and
modernise to destroy as
many jobs as possible.

The innovators and oper-
ators most likely to benefit
will be people of the stamp of
Rupert Murdoch. those who
prove the most ruthless in
their drive to decimate a
workforce and maximise
profits.

The Labour policy pam-
phlet makes clear that its

Labour’s ‘investment’ plans are for the needs of capital, so pensioners get meagre promises

)
£ N T _
Youth lobby the Manpower Services Commission: there’s no pledge from Labour to abolish the MSC — which they set up

model is not derived from
any socialist concepts:

‘These ideas already
work abroad. For 35
years, Japan has had its
state agency to promote
industrial modernisation.
France has its industrial
bank, making cheap long-
term loans. Germany has
its partnership between
industry, government.
ihe trade unions, indust-
rial banks and finance in-
stitutions. Britain is
starved of that kind of
backing. Labour is totally
committed to making
sure that Britain gets it
too.’

On Labour’s scale of eco-
nomic priorities. top position
clearly goes to investors and
industrialists. not consum-
ers and workers: to exploi-
ters. not the exploited.

EDUCATION

*INVESTING in skills’ rests
on the usefulness of a trained
workforce to British capital-
ism’s battle for markets. It
states:
*T'o build a modern, com-
petitive. economy we
must have the best edu-
cated. most sophisticated
and skilled workforce
possible.’

A two-year training
scheme is proposed for 16-
and 17-year-olds. but there is
no commitment to abolish
the Manpower Services
Commission and its cheap-
labour Youth Training
Scheme.
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Promises are made to up-
date the apprenticeship sys-
tem so that qualifications
are transferable, to increase
child benefit by £3 im-
mediately and to provide an
educational maintenance
allowance ‘so that young
people over 16 can undertake
education and training with-
out the impediment of
poverty’.

But no pledge is given to
meet the teachers’ demands
or to restore the Tory educa-
tion cuts.

PENSIONERS

THE INVESTMENT con-
cept has nothing to offer the
elderly. The elderly are told
that ‘even after retirement
they may continue to work
part-time or voluntarily for
others’.

Labour promises to give
pensioners an extra £5 a
week (£8 for couples). im-
prove community care faci-
lities and recognise the role
of carers.

NATIONAL
HEALTH

SERVICE

‘INVESTING in health’
means ‘a fitter workforce
and a more productive eco-
nomy’ but no promise to
abolish health service
charges or to take on the
multinational and other pri-

vate suppliers which make
vast profits out of health.

POLLUTION

LABOUR proposes invest-
ment in coal. cutting the sul-
phur emissions that cause
the damage particularly in
Scandinavia as acid rain and
a diminishing reliance on
nuclear power, ‘leading to
the eventual ending of its
use’.

The significant word here
is ‘eventual’. At last vear's
Labour Party conference a
motion committing Labour
to close all nuclear power
stations in a single term of
office was defeated in favour
of Kinnock's declared objec-
tive of a ‘phased shutdown’
over 20 years.

RACISM AND
POLICING

LABOUR pledges help to
those suffering discrimina-
tion — yet no plan is outlined
for repealing the racist im-
migration laws. :

As for policing. the pam-
phlet gives token recognition
to the social roots of crime,
but puts its faith in grants to
improve home protection.
i.e. to swell the profits of the
security equipment firms,
and in expansion of police
training and local police op-
erations i.e. the repressive
functions of the capitalist
state.

THE greatest significance of Labour's
policy pamphlet lies in what it does not say
- and in what is totally left out.

@ No mention of privatisation of national-

-ised industries and public services jobs:
therefore there is no pledge to reverse the
process. Elsewhere Kinnock has said: ‘In
our scale of priorities we are not going to
be using huge amounts of resources for
re-purchasing these industries’.

@® No mention of Labour’s military pelicy.
i.e. ‘Defence’, yet Kinnock has been to
America to convince Reagan and the Pen-
tagon that his non-nuclear policy is no
threat to American imperialism’s anti-
Soviet strategy or to NATO.

@ No pledge to support the fight of the
oppressed peoples of the world. No com-
mitment to back British workers' sanc-
tions against South Africa and to break all
trade and diplomatic relations with the
apartheid regime.

@ No plan to end the imperialist partition
of Ireland and the occupation of the Six
Counties, On the contrary Labour is com-
mitted to maintaining the division.

Kinnock wrote to Ken Livingstone that
the Irish freedom fighters ‘are fighters
against freedom and must be dealt with on
that basis'. He also advocated extraditing
Irish Republican political refugees in Hol-
land, back to face Thatecher's courts and
prisons.

® No commitment to release political
prisoners held in British jails, be they Irish
freedom fighters or English or Scottish
mineworkers.

® No mention of working conditions,
labour relations, protection of free collec-
tive bargaining or repeal of the Tory
anti-union laws,

The omission is ominous in view of the
comprehensive cover given to the drive to
compete on world markets — in addition to
the requirement to pay back with interest
the vast sums borrowed from banks and
finance houses. ]

" The clear implications: incomes policy,
demands for higher productivity and.
Labour’s own anti-union laws.

_The Joint TUC/Labour Party decument
‘People at Work: New Rights, New Re-
sponsihilities’, endorsed by conference in
each case, retains the essence of the Tory
laws in terms of secret ballots for strikes
and elections, as well as continued in-
:grference of the courts in industrial rela-
ions.

A new aspect is the requirement on
unions to include these obligations in their
rule books. Unions must be ready to police
their own members as an essential part of
Labour's strategy.

Labour’s policy document makes crystal
clear that this leadership is tied hand and
foot to capitalism and can make not the
slightest claim to being a socialist party.
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LETTERS

King Billy and the National Front

THE replies to Brian Pearce on the
celebrations of William of Orange were

well deserved.

The only thing I can add is a look at
who gains from the work of Exeter City
Council ed by Labour) in backing the

celebrations.

I'm sure that along with most of vour
readers Brian Pearce does not read the
On January
15 it contained a letter on this subject
which included the following:

‘King Billy has become the symbol of
the Loyalist people of Ulster. and so he
should. He and his army were the ones
who won them their freedom in 1690.

‘If celebrating his anniversary is seen
by Irish Republicans as the English

*Western Morning News'.

like it, hard luck."

tical colours:

for 1988,

Devon.”

identifying with Loyalist people of Uls-
ter, so what, if the Republicans don’t

The author went on to show his poli-

“The National Front is the only true
friend of the Ulster Lovalists here on
the mainland and we plan to put across
their message to the people of England
and try and get their support.

‘We have a lot of plans in the pipeline
when we hope to bring our
supporters from all over the country to

The letter was signed by the South-
West Organiser of the National Front.
Comrade Pearce must face the fact
that celebrations are not about the

Letters do not necessarily reflect the view of the Editorial Board.
Letters over 500 words will normally be cut. Letters should arrive by
first post Monday at: Workers Press, PO Box 735, London SW9 7QS,

and should include sender’s address.

" development of understanding of world
history. They are concerned with prop-

aganda. The official organisers of

celebrations will try to emphasise the

bourgeois values and ideology that Wil-

liam upheld

The National Front and their allies
will try to use the chance to promote
British imperial domination over the
north of Ireland and their racist filth.

Socialists in Exeter will fight to stop
the local Labour leadership giving the
National Front their chance and I'm

sure that the Workers Revolutionary

Party will play its part in that struggle.

Geoff Barr
Exeter

Re-examine past

IN ANSWER to the chal-
lenge of J. Upward (Workers
Press, January 24), to show
how the policies of the
Socialist Labour League on
Ireland were ‘middle class’,
I can only assume he has not
re-examined past positions
in-the light of our present
policy or he does not agree
with that policy.

In the ‘Newsletter' in 1965,
an article from -a Dublin
correspondent’ stated:
‘Nationalism is as poisonous
to the Irish working class as
racism is to the British'.

In issue number 676 (16
August 1969) ‘our own corres-
pondent’ wrote the lead arti-
cle: ‘Spectre of unity in Bel-
fast riots'. about what could
happen if Catholic and Pro-
testant workers united. But
in issue No.677, August 19, it
had already happened.

A lead story ‘Form De-
fence Guards’, by David
Maude, reported that ‘De-
fence guards have been
formed in the majority of

‘Belfast districts and estates

following Thursday’s bitter
street fighting . . . similar
moves invelving both Catho-
lic and Protestant workers
are underway in Londonder-
ry (sic).

‘On Belfast’s Grosvenor
Road tonight Republican ele-
ments (sic) tried to order
Protestant families out of
their homes. . Workers
quickly formed a mutual de-
fence patrol.’

I can only say that no one
else in the world noticed this.
Procrustean violence to

objective reality covered a-

false perspective.

Whilst calling to ‘With-
draw Troops from Northern
Ireland (sic) Now' and ‘Unity
of Protestant and Catholic
Workers®;, issues Nos. 676,
677 and 678 put the perspec-
tive for the Irish Revolution
(similar to the Russian Re-
volution so there won't be
any confusion): ‘For a Work-
ers’ and Farmers' Govern-
ment breaking from West-
minster, posing’ unity of ac-
tion immediately with the
workers of the South (sic)
and Britain.’

No doubt about what that

means: a ‘two nations’
theory under which a with-
drawal of British troops
would leave the Orange
order in control.

As there was not even a
call for the disbanding of the
B-specials. it was clearly a
Walkerite appeal to Protes-
tant prejudices against
nationalism — the ‘pure
class’ line so brilliantly de-
molished by James Connolly
in the Connolly-Walker con-
troversy.

It was not enough to cor-
rectly demand withdrawal
against the policy of the
Communist Party and the
Socialist Workers Party.

This chauvinistic position
was detailed by Dermot
Whelan: ‘The SLL and Irish
Marxism — 1959-1973: a Dis-
astrous Legacy’.

He was driven out by Hea-
ly for opposing the policy
which destroyed the Irish
movement. ‘Together with
branches in Belfast and Lon-
donderry (sic) we had a Dub-
lin branch fighting to bring

erTors

down the Tories. No amount
of struggle and self-sacrifice
— most of it **Party build-
ing" abstract from the real
class struggle, could save
the Irish movement from ex-
tinction in the face of such
wrong policies’.

So it is no use saying ev-
ervthing was OK before 1975
like D. North and the Inter-
national Communist Party.

David Reed’s book was ex-
cellent only in unconditional-
ly supporting Ireland's right
to self-determination. It was
refreshing in not counterpos-
ing the national struggle to
the socialist revolution.

My fundamental disagree-
ments I outlined in his lack
of class perspectives.

Some of the other points
seem nit-picking. Central
role instead of leading role of
the working class? OK.

I have not covered the 33
years from start of the Span-
ish Civil War to 1979 — lack
of space — if I did, would it
disprove what I was saying?

Frank Ryan, a Republican
Socialist, did die in Germany
after being captured in Spain
but I must refute the slander
that he was a fascist col-
laborator.

He owed no allegiance to
British ‘democracy’ and was
perfectly justified in seeking
material assistance for the-
IRA, even from Hitler.

I did not claim that the
‘growing over' of the demeo-
cratic revolution to the
socialist reveolution would
complete the socialist tasks,
only the democratic ones —
abolishing the border, secu-
larising the state etc.

In common with the Un-
ited Secratariat of the
Fourth International we sup-
ported the pro-Stalinist *Offi-
cial’ leadership against the
Provisionals after 1970.

The SLL said that the
‘Sticks’ (Officials) only had
to read Lenin’s ‘Materialism
and Empirio-Criticism' to
become Marxists, in a Work-
ers Press editorial in early
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Study and reworking of
these positions is necessary,
not only to reject them but to
defeat the opportunist and
chauvinist method that led to
them.

Perhaps J. Upward's pi-
que at the criticism levelled
at the SLL policies towards
Ireland is connected with his
own responsibility in form-
ing these policies.

Gerry Downing

The IRA and the

I GET the point of Aine De-
vlin’s letter. If I ever ‘visit
Ireland’ I shall be met by
persons without rosaries —
but with armalites.

Nicely put.

Threat of violence instead
of argument has evidently
not departed from the world
of the Workers Revolution-
ary Party since the depar-
ture of a certain person.

But then, to expect other-
wise would be to subscribe to
the ‘bad men’ theory of his-
tory. wouldn't it?

However I have had the
pleasure of visiting Ireland
and have even met the IRA.

I was in the North as a
soldier for a whole year dur-
ing what was called in the
Republic ‘the emergency’.

(An interesting period,
that was. We could listen in
to Radio Athlone’s news bul-
letins. From North Africa
they read both sides’ com-
muniques — the German one
first, of course. From the
Eastern Front they read
only the German communi-
que: no platform for atheis-
tic communism!)

In the summer of 1942 it
became known that the
Nazis were planning to in-
vade the Republic, in order
to be able to invade Britain
from that direction.

(Some readers may have
seen the Irish film ‘Caught in
a Free State’, which includes
a reconstruction of the
cabinet meeting in which De
Valera decides to ‘invite’ the
British troops in Northern
Ireland to enter the 26 Coun-
ties in the event of a German
invasion.)

At that time the IRA be-
came hyperactive in the
North, trying to steal arms
and money, to commit acts
of sabotage, and, above all,
to collect military informa-
tion on behalf of the German
embassy in Dublin.

I said to one of their lads,
who had been caught on the
job: ‘You pcople are always
talking about freedom. How
can you bring yourselves to
help the Nazis, who would
enslave the world if they
could?’ )

He replied: ‘England’s dif-
ficulty is Ireland’s opportun-
ity. In any conflict we take
the side opposite to Eng-
land.’

To which my rejoinder
was: ‘But isn't that, in
effect, letting England deter-
mine your policy?’

At which he gave me one of
those "the-English-will-
never-understand’ smiles,
before being led away. . .

Presumably the IRA’s

Industrial

THE struggle for supremacy
in society 1s reaching a cru-
cial turning point.

One only has to look at the
level of wgge settlements to
see the danger of heavily
defensive tactics which will
be necessary if we fail to
create an impetus for a leap
forward.

The miners’ strike did not
defeat the industrial pro-
letariat but it did weaken

armies

severely one of our strongest
armies. The printers of Lon-
don lead the struggle and we
cannct allow another army
to be defeated.

Those who worked to iso-
late the print workers before
the dispute betrayed not just
the printers but the entire
working class and the fight-
ing arm of the working class
— the industrial proletariat.

T. Hardisty

Nazi
leaders hoped that, in the
event of a Nazi vietory. Hit-
ler would give them free rein
in Northern Ireland. just as
he had placed Croatia at the
mercy of the Ustashi.

But. of course the occasion
never arose.

(Later. in Burma, I was
able to observe the experi-
ence of the Burma National
Army, who at first co-
operated with the Japanese,
but became disillusioned and
changed sides. Perhaps
something similar might
have happened in Ireland?)

The threatened invasion
did not materialise, because
the Nazis found themselves
with too much to do at the
other end of Europe.

A few months earlier, the
first American troops had
landed in Europe — at Lon-
donderry.

The entry of the United
States into the war with Ger-
many meant that vast re-
sources were made avail-
able to Russia to help repel
the Nazi invaders, and deter-
mined the outcome of the
war.

It was most fortunate that
Londonderry was available
for the Americans to land at,
and that historic city also
served as an invaluable base
for British naval forces wag-
ing the Battle of the Atlantic,
keeping open the supply
route between America and
her European allies.

One recalled how, during
that earlier struggle against
reactionary absolutism
which I was so tactless as to
mention in a previous letter,
the governor of Londonderry
had wanted to open the city’s
gates to the army of James
II and Louis XIV, but the
lower classes had stopped
him, in the action of the
famous ‘apprentice boys.’
(There’s a bit of Irish history
for you, Simon Pirani.)

By the way, if quotations
from Marx are ‘in order’,
what about this, from ‘The
German Ideology’, where he
seems to ascribe consider-
able positive significance to
‘1688’

‘Free competition inside
the nation had everywhere to
be won by a revolution —
1640 and 1688 in England,
1789 in France.’

Brian Pearce
Note: We have printed the
above letter in the writer’s
style. Workers Press does not,

for example. use the name

Londonderry in normal cir-
cumstances.

A lot more
Wappings

WHILST agrecing with Dave
Smith (Workers Press, 31
January) the most obvious
problem facing the printers
is the crisis of leadership, |
feel tollowing the
anniversary demonstration
some concrete proposals for
action can be put forward to
the printers and their sup-
porters in the labour and
trade union movement.

In the same issue Keith
Scotcher points oul we need
to put forward transitional
demands which take the
printers and their supporters
forward in the political
struggle.

But to make the bridge
between the consciousness of
the workers and the con-
sciousness of the necessity of
socialist revolution, i.e. the
consciousness of the revolu-
tionary party, we have to
firstly make some demands
which should be glaringly
obvious to any revolutionary
witnessing the latest scenes
at Wapping.

I believe we must back the
call for a trade union and
labour inquiry into police ac-
tions at Wapping.

All trades unionists should
pass resolutions in their
branches calling for a trade
union and labour inquiry
conference to which they
could send delegates.

In building on this first
demand the next step should
be to call for the formation of
workers defence commit-
tees, councils, guards or
whatever the printers would
wish to call them.

After the recent police riot
at Wapping culminating in a
long list of bloody injuries to
printers and supporters I be-
lieve it is now time to orga-
nise.

These demands will link to
the calls of the most adv-
anced layers of workers and

should certainly we sup

ported by miners, Silent

night strikers and other
workers who are or have
been in direct conflict with
the state.

Yes, we can tell the prin
ters to fight for nationalisa
tion under workers' control,
but what demands do you
claborate to lead them into
conflict with capitalism it-
self?

I believe a growing num-
ber of printers are recognis-
ing who the real encmy is
and who the police represent
— what they are protecting.

More and bigger demon-
strations such as the
anniversary march to Wap-
ping must be organised.

If it takes a beating from
the police for workers to
realise who they are really
fighting then that is what it
takes — it is only through
struggle that workers learn.

After all, prior to the prin-
ters’ dispute very few of
them actually had supported
the miners. They will tell you
that themselves and then ex-
plain why they’ve changed
their minds now.

The Revolutionary Com-
munist Party have said that
they want ‘no more Wap-
pings’.

I believe it will take a lot
more Wappings to develop
the consciousness of the
working class. Just as the
miners’ strike was the first
big battie in a series of up-
and-coming conflicts the
Wapping dispute will not be
the last.

So, RCP comrades, howev-
er much you want no more
Wappings, that is what you
are going to get, and I be-
lieve that is what you should
be fighting for.

Sue Gwyer
Manchester

Picket-line
defence squads

DAVE SMITH brought out
some interesting and correct
points to do with taking the
struggle forward. Having
said that, I believe he is
partially incorrect when he
states:

‘It is no good talking about
the printworkers arming
themselves against the state
at Wapping because the
state machinery will erush
them. The leadership that
has to be built is a leadership
for the mobilisation of the
whole of the working class
against the state.’

Of course I would not like
to see the printworkers fight
in isolation against a well-
armed, organised state
machine, which has had hun-
dreds of years of experience
in brutally suppressing and
murdering working-class
people fighting for their
democratic freedom and
national independence.

No true Trotskyist would

Workers Revolutionary Party

MANIFESTO
‘A Programme for the Crisis’

50p (65p including postage)
Available from: WRP. PO Box 735 Londer SWe 23S

like to see any worker led
into a near-suicidal con-
frontation. But while the
printers wait for the long-
overdue support to which
they are entitled from the
rest of the labour and trade
union movement, in the form
of mass solidarity action, ha-
ven’t they the right to resist
state provocations?

Defence against police,
fascist and scab attacks is
needed. Anybody who was
down at Wapping on Satur-
day January 24 could see for
themselves the need for de-
fence organisations based on
and directed by print sup-
port groups.

They must play a leading
organisational role in de-
fence of trade unionists in
struggle at Wapping.

The one thing the state and
the yellow labour and trade
union leadership hate is
working class people fight-
ing to defend their jobs, un-
ions and communities.

The British working class
is a very conservative class
with many slowly dimi-
nishing privileges won only
through the wealth created
by the blood and sweat stolen
from the oppressed nations:
Ireland, Africa etc.

This backward arch-
conservatism can only be
broken through living strug-
gle with the state and its
lackeys in the TUC and
Labour Party leadership.

\1c(or \tocl\pr»le
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Stalinism and ‘state
capitalism’ are
antl-communist

I READ with interest Sue
Gwyer’s letter on January 24
on the Euro-Communist
wing of British Stalinism and
the attitude of its economists
today to Marxism and Marx-
ist economics.

With their yuppie-oriented
magazine, ‘Marxism To-
day’, these political cretins
have long ago been exposed
as anything but communists
or Marxists.

And as far as I am aware
the only people who consider
such people ‘Marxists or
communists are themselves
or the capitalist media, espe-
cially the ‘Guardian’ news-
paper who forever promotes
such people and their maga-
zine as the ‘Marxist’ alterna-
tive in the pages of its paper.

They may be radical lefts
but are certainly not Marx-
ists.

In the same way we are
forever hearing from the
capitalist media that the
Tony Clift-led Socialist
Workers Party (State Capi-
talists) are the largest Trots-
Kyist group in Britain.

And this despite the fact
that this group (then known
as the International Social-
ists) were expelled from the
Trotskyist movement in 1951
because of their anti-
communist pesition of refus-
ing to defend the Soviet Un-
ion and North Korea against
imperialism and imperialist

attack during the Korean
war.

They are an anti-
communist group with their
slogan ‘Neither Moscow nor
Washington’.

Their anti-communist
theory of ‘state capitalism’
which is how they describe
the Soviet Union is against
everything that Trotsky
fought for as a communist
and revolutionary.

He emphasised the class
nature of the Soviet Union as
a workers’ state under the
control of the Stalinist
bureaucracy and never even
in his darkest hours in his
often lone fight against Sta-
linism did he change his
mind on this very fun-
gamental question, nor could

e.

The SWP by applying the
‘state capitalism’ theory to
the Soviet Union says that
capitalism has been restored
and all the gains of the re-
volution have been lost.

In the same way the so-
called intellectuals of the
Communist Party are saying
that Marxism and Marxist
economics have no part to
play in the transformation of
society from capitalism to
socialism.

This is the Labour Party
talking and has got nothing
to do with either Marxism or
communism.

Charlie Walsh
West London

An honest

IT IS reasonable to predict
that Comrade Handyside is
in for some stick after her
excellent and perceptive
article on the Anti Apartheid
Movement annual general
meeting (Workers Press. 24
January). Why should this be
s0?

Because unlike so many of
the contributions to your let-
ters page, her article is
thoughtful, honest and down
to earth.

It avoids the cynical and
suspicious sectarianism evi-
dent in the accompanying
report which tries to sow div-
sion where none should exist
by demanding ‘that City
Group radically alters its
view of the centrality of
workers sanctions’.

I am sure that City Group
and all its supporters around
the country would loudiy ap-
plaud, and indeed do, every-
step taken by workers to im-
pose sanctions.

Sadly we are not in danger

28 Charlotte Street, London W1P 1HP
Tel:01 636 3532

10/12 Atlantic Road, Brixton, SW9
Tel:01 274 8342

389 Green Street, London E13
Tel:01 470 1388

321 Hope Street, Glasgow G2 3PT
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report

of being drowned by a tide of
such actions. That this would
be forthcéming we all hope
and work for.

That the trend City Group
represents will grow is also
to be hoped and worked for
— mneither of these
approaches is exclusive —
each development will be
mutually reinforcing.

In such a development we
will see the formation of a
real weapon to defeat British
collaboration with apar-
theid.

The genuine spirit of Com-
rade Handyside's contribu-
tion is progressive and posi-
tive and is worth a million
academic clarifications, de-
mands and whines.

It must become a common
feature of all joint work be-
tween groups of different
standpoints.

It is the same fight!

M. Taylor.
Dundee Fight Racism Fight
Imperialism

»

Socialism
not through
parliament

I WISH to express my
strongest disagreement with
comrade John. Robinson’s
letter of 31 January attack-
ing comrade Norah Wilde's
letter entitled ‘The Labour
Party and the State’ (Work-
ers Press, 24 January).

If he found parts of her
letter almeost unintelligible I
suggest he reads it again
more carefully.

Marxism deals with living
processes and grasps the
contradictions through
which movement appears.

Norah has made a very
bold effort to explain the na-
ture of the state and the
relations between classes
and government in all its
contradictions.

John’s letter falls into the
trap so difficult to avoid of
seeing only one side of the
contradiction and jumping to
conclusions based on that.

He says about her attitude
to parliament: ‘This re-
minds one of the Communist
Party’s reformist program-
me, the *“British Road to
Socialism’’.” Not so!

The ‘British Road to
Socialism’ is based on the
false theory that it is possi-
ble to achieve socialism
through parliament.

Nowhere does Norah
Wilde remotely suggest that.

She is dealing with
bourgeois democracy which
differs in a number of fea-
tures from fascist bourgeois
rule.

For example, legislation
exists recognising certain
rights fought for by the
working class, like the vote,
or the right to sue an em-
ployer for wrongful dismis-
sal which on rare occasions
they actually win!

Does this mean I think you
can get socialism through
parliament, that parliamen-
tary democracy emanci-
pates the working class?

Of course not and nor does
Norah Wilde!

A communist of course
must defend every gain of
the working class and every
means of struggle against

capitalism while working to
show that it is the overthrow
of capitalism itself that is
necessary.

If those gains are not rec-
ognised then how on earth
can they be defended, how
can we know what stage in
the struggle has been
reached or seize the oppor-
tunity to overthrow capi-
talism?

In ‘Origin of the Family-
,Private Property and the
State * Engels says about the
state: ‘It is the admission
that this society has become
entangled in an insoluble
contradiction with itself,
that it is split into irreconcil-
able antagonisms, which it is
powerless to dispel. But in
order that these antagon-
isms, these classes with con-
flicting economic interests
might not consume them-
selves and society in fruit-
less struggle, it became
necessary to have a power
seemingly standing above
society that would alleviate
the the conflict and keep it
within. the bounds of
order. . . '!! .

The reformists make the
role of the state appear as an
organ for reconciliation of
classes.

I think Norah's and En-
gel's view is being confused
with that of the reformists.

During the course of the
Pilkington’s glass workers’
strike, G. Healy drew a dis-
tinction between what he re-
ferred to as the ‘basic rights
of the working class’ and
‘democratic rights’, as if it
was a cardinal sin to ever
consider one expressed in
the form of the other.

The WRP has made great
progress since the overthrow
of Healy and his clique but
we have not yet revealed
every false assumption that
is the legacy of the Healy
period.

Appealing against the
chairman's hammer — or
the ediftor's pen stroke —
please look again.

Richard Goldstein
North London
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Delighted!

I WAS delighted to read the letter from John Robinson in last
week’s Workers Press. It is high time that the editorial board
became more selective in letters it chooses to publish. If a
member of our Party disagrees with policy or with an
individual comrade, the matter should be discussed in his or
her own branch and through the internal bulletin.

There can be no justification for publishing letters which
are merely eccentric.

John Peters

WORKERS PRESS
FEBRUARY FUND
TARGET: £2,000

WE HOPE you like the new columns in Workers Press.
Please carry on sending letters with comments,
criticisms and suggestions for improvements.

We are trying to make our paper more readable,
reflecting the policy of the Workers Revolutionary
Party and open to views and comments from all
sections of the working class, its parties and orga-
nisations.

Without our monthly fund we cannot maintain and
develop the paper. We therefore ask our members
and supporters to contribute to the monthly fund of
£2,000. Last month’s total was short of what we need
to pay our bills — but we must push ahead with
February’s Fund.

February total so far: £454.97

Please send donations to: Workers Press, PO Box
: 735, London SW9 7QS

LISTINGS

Listings are published free by
WORKERS PRESS for orga-
nisations within the Labour
movement. Please send de-
tails of any function or event
you want to advertise to arrive
by mid-day Monday for pub-
lication the following Friday.

NON-STOP PICKET OF
SOUTH AFRICA HOUSE. For
the release of Nelson Mandela
and all political prisoners in
South Africa. For sanctions
against the racist South African
government. Outside South Afri-
ca House in Trafalgar Square,
London. Organised by City of
London Anti-Apartheid.

CAMPAIGN AGAINST POLICE
REPRESSION (CAPR) Weekly
planning meetings are held ev-
ery Tuesday, 7.30pm, Stoke
Newington Community Centre,
Leswin Road, N16. All are wel-
come. Contact: Box CAPR, 83
Blackstock Road, London N4
(01-881 2938)

TOWER HAMLETS PRINT-
WORKERS SUPPORT GROUP
Reclam the Streeis meeting
February 14. 8.30pm Giamis
Road. London E1.

WORKERS POWER PUBLIC
MEETING Women's Oppres-
sionWomen's Lib and Social-
ism. Thursday February 12,
7.30pm. Lambeth Town Hall,
Acre Lane, SW2. Speakers:
Jane Bruton, NUPE shop ste-
ward, Leicester General Hospit-
al. All welcome; creche avail-
able.

BARNET PRINTWORKERS
SUPPORT COMMITTEE A
Valentines Day Dance featuring
the James Band. Friday Febru-
ary 13, 8.00pm-11.30pm, Friday
February 13, Hendon Football
Club, Claremont Road, Crickie-
wood, NW2. Tickets: £2.50
(£1.50 unwaged) Large Car Park

FROM RESISTANCE TO RE-
BELLION An exhibition of Asian
and Afro-Caribbean struggles in
Britain. February 3-28. Dame
Colet House, Ben Johnson
Road, Stepney, London E1 (01-
790 9077). Exhibition goes on to
Muiticultural Education Centre,
Leeds, 7 from March 2-13 (0532
623 448).

WOMEN. RACE AND IM-
MIGRATION S.rma Cor~.mt,
Cere * Roper: Street. L073II”
NW1 corner Hampsteac Roac:
Friday February 13 at 7.30pm

WORKERS PRESS is the weekly paper of the
Workers Revolutionary Party. If you wish to
know more about us or are interested in becom-
ing a member, why not fill in this form and send
it to us?

WORKERS
REVOLUTIONARY
PARTY

Please send me information about the Workers Re-
volutionary Party.

Trade Union.................... Age (ifunder21)....................
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Secretary 10 tre Cerira Comm e
PO Box ’
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Marcos and his wife Imelda — with the American eagle hovering behind (right)

FOR FIVE days the Philippines
Educational Theatre Association
(PETA) treated packed audi-
ences at the Aimeida Theatre in
London to a powerful and bril-
liant portrayal of the Philippine
revolution with dance, drama,

songs, slide projection and audi-
ence participation which brought

The Philippines Educational Theatre Association present in dance and song the cordihera people fighting back aqainst military repression (leff) and the Tast days of the decadent dictator

An Oath to Freedom

Panata sa Kalayaan — An Oath to Freedom. Performed

seizure of television stations and
army camps shortly before the
referencdum, and the struggles

ahead.
The cast ended by singing
‘Panata Sa Kalayaan’ — our

oath to freedom.

by The Philippines Educational Theatre Association.

The PETA Theatre Group are
on an international tour.” They

in all the cuitural influences.

Beginning with a legend about
the origin of the 7,100-island
nation, the actors then stopped
and said they would show the
legend according to Marcos.

The garden of Eden-like im-
age was replaced with US-style
showbiz corruption, a swagger-
ing Ferdinand Marcos with a
chestfull of medals and Imelda-
Cinderella singing her own ver-
sion of Carmen (badly).

Offended at the sight of the
poor, they try to hide it behind
glitter. The US eagle hovers
unceasingly.

In September 1972 martial
law is declared and the people
suppressed, massacred and
raped.

Factory workers suffer under
brutal supervision and try to

organise unions. They are sup-
pressed and imprisoned.

In Negros, the sugar bow! of
the Philippines, the sugar cane
workers suffer their back-
breaking work with nothing to
show for it, always at the mercy
of the world sugar market.

Militants are martyred.

In Escalante peasants are
massacred chanting: ‘Rice not
bullets!

In the cordillera mountain

areas, indigenous tribes are
ordered off their land to make
way for dams and are butchered
when they resist.

Continuous infiation, taxation,
detention. The people fight
back. The New Peoples Army
operates in 53 provinces.

When Benigno Aquino,
opposition leader, returns he is

assassinated the moment he
steps from the aircraft.

Marcos calls a ‘snap’ election;
Cory Aquino stands against him.

The Communist Party calls for
a boycott.

Marcos declares himself the
winner but is challenged over
the result.

Cardinal Syn broadcasts on
the Catholic radio calling the
people out onto the streets. The
audience joined in on the stage.

Soldiers come over to the
people. Loyalist tanks come out
but the crowds block the way.

Marcos is beaten and flees
the country; Aquino comes to
power, proclaiming ‘people’s
power'.

Events continue to unfold and
the eagle continues to hover.

Enrile remains Defence Minister
and Marcos loyalists continue to
rally.

Members walk out of the con-
stitution drafting committee pro-
testing at a sell-out to foreign
capital.

The Moro Liberation Move-
ment demands its rights while
the United States decalres its
support for Aquino.

Communist Party leaders are
arresting while negotiating a
ceasefire.

The military continue opera-
tions ‘in self defence’.

Aquino goes to Japan to get
loans and is welcomed by Hiro-
hito.

When she returns she sacks
‘self-appointed Messiah’ Enrile.

Rolando Olalia, leader of the
KMU trade union movement, is
brutally murdered.

A ceasefire is agreed and the
constitution prepared for re-
ferendum.

The consitution is opposed by
the left as anti-labour and not
meeting the demand for land
reform.

The US eagle still hovers
menacingly.

. The fire of struggle still burns,

the courage and hope of the
peopie is expressed in the work-
ers, the peasants and the
national minorities, the Islamic
Moro peoples and the cordillera
peoples, all portrayed in the
finale.

A narrator tells of the mas-
sacre of the landiess peasants
at Mendiola bridge, the army

have visited Canada and the
USA and -are now moving on {o
Europe. -

There were many Filipino
workers in the audience and
they enthusiastically received
the performance. PETA was
founded in 1967 and has taken
its productions throughout the
Philippines, actively and
fearlessly opposing Marcos dur-
ing 17 years of martial law and
resulting.

Since then, thousands of
other theatre groups have been
set up and play an important role
in the education and mobilisa-
tion of the people. PETA have
developed an innovative form of
theatre that is directly connected
with the struggies of the oppres-
sed. Hopefully, they will be back.

Keith Scotcher

TOWERING over everything

on television this week, as far

as I am concerned, is Yilmaz
Guney’s final film, The Wall
(Saturday, 11.55p.m. Chan-
nel 4). .

It was completed in 1963, one
year before the exiled Turkish
director died. I saw it at the Lon-
don Film Festival and reviewed in
the News Line in December 1983.

I trust I will not be accused of
plagiarism if I quote freely from
that review, limiting myself to
background information about the
director.

‘Guney was born into a Kurdish
tamily in 1937 in a small village in
south east Turkey. He studied law
at Ankara University and econo-
mics at Istanbul. He began work-
ing in films in 1957.

Jailed on numerous occasions
for his political opposition to the
military regime, Guney resorted to
making films by-‘remote control’.
He would write a story and smug-
gle it, with precise directions, out
of the prison to colleagues still at
liberty. They would then make the
film on his behalf.

In this way The Hero came to be
made in 1978 followed by The
Enemy in 1979.

Yol, his most widely known film,
was made in like manner by his
collahorator Serif Goren, but on
this occasion Guney himself was
able to do the final edit in Zurich.

He had broken out of jail in
October 1981 after serving seven
years of an 18-year sentence:.

The Wall is the first film since
1974 that Guney controlled from
start to finish. He draws on his own
experience of prison life and pre-

sents us with its distilled essence
. . . In his own words:

‘Everything that is told in this
film recalls real events. In blood,
fire and tears. In the darkness of
the walls they sought water and
light. I dedicate this film to those
young triends searching for water
and light.’

. . . In an interview published in
Paris Guney explained that he was
afraid audiences would disbelieve
him if he told the truth about condi-
tions in Turkish prisons.

‘I have, therefore, chosen as far
as possible to use the language of
tenderness and soften the facts in
writing the story and putting it into
images . . .’

The result, softened or not, is
devastating In its emotional im-
pact, and is also profound, because
the prison regime that Guney de-
scribes in harrowing detail is
actually a microcosm of fascism.,

I wrote in much greater length in
1983 because it was quite obvious
that this film would enjoy — at best
— only limited distribution.

Now Channel Four has changed
that and viewers can judge for
themselves. The Wall is un-
doubtedly my ‘pick of the week’ —
don’t miss it.

%k % *k

IF YOU think, naively as I did, that
Channel Four’s disclaimer (the
‘Special Discretion Required’
wa®ning symbol) was a cunning
device to ward off attacks from the
Whitehouse brigade, you would be
wrong. Since its introduction, audi-
ences for films ruined by the
wretched white rectangle have
vastly increased. Draw your own
conclusions.

RoBsoN's CHOICE I

? * - & y .
Pick of the week: Guney’s The Wall

ON Sunday 1 will try and catch
The Natural World (7.45p.m. BBC2)
featuring the work of two
courageous French volcanologists,
which promises to be spectacular,
followed by Naming the Names at
10.10, also on BBC2. I might record
State of the Art: Politics (8.15p.m.
C4) and sample it later.

On Monday, at 8.10p.m. on
BBC2, Horizon presents the second
and final part of a documentary on
the influential child psychologist
Bruno Bettelheim, whose clinical
work was heavily influenced by his
experiences in Nazi death camps.

On Tuesday, at 7.30p.m., Radio
3 transmits Antigone to complete

the Sophocles trilogy referred to
last week. ITV shows The Invisible
Enemy at 10.30p.m., an account of
the problems the herdsmen of Lap-
land have had to grapple with since
the Chernobyl disaster.

On BBCI1 at 10.55p.m., part three
of the Baron of Epping Forest and
Telford in the County of Shropshire
show, in Twentieth Century Re-
membered.

Colonel Gaddafi is interviewed in
Diverse Reports at 8.30p.m. on
Wednesday (ITV).

On Thursday at 8p.m. on BBCZ
Timewatch presents Faces of
Cromwell, a programme that feeds
on the fact that no two professors

can agree on whether Cromwell
was ‘good or bad’. Viewers with
some grasp of the role of contradic-
tion in history might be amused.

At 9p.m. on Channel Four, a
chance to see Jack Rosenthal’s
The Chain, directed by Jack Gold,
and at 10.50p.m. Steelchest, Nail in
the Boot and the Barking Dog, a
film about the Belfast shipyards.

Friday has little to commend it
aside from George Marshall’s clas-
sic thriller The Blue Dahlia
(10.30p.m. C4) from a screenplay
by the one and only Raymond
Chandler.

TOM SCOTT ROBSON
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Racism in
high places

ONE of the safety valves of our
‘Secret Society’ — though it oper-
ates with a 30-year time-lag, to be
sure — is provided at the Public
Record Office, where many of the
confidential papers of Britain’s past
rulers are available to researchers.

Every file is of course thoroughly
sifted before it'’s opened to the pub-
lic gaze. And a lot of material is
removed and destroyed, to histo-
rians’ distress.

Nor is the ‘30-year rule’ consis-
tently applied. Many papers are with-
held for much longer — sometimes
for as long as 100 years, as is the
case with files concerning the mur-
kier activities of the Metropolitan
Police.

What's more, the arrival of a docu-
ment at the PRO is no guarantee that
it won’t be sent for later and sup-
pressed if its existence turns out to
be embarrassing to the government
of the day.

This happened during the Malvi-
nas war, for instance, when the
Foreign Office called back certain
old documents showing that the
Argentinjan claim to sovereignty
over those islands was a lot stron-
ger than the British government was
prepared to admit.

All the same, the ‘30-year rule’ is
throwing a revealing light on the
chicanery and hypocrisy of our bet-
ters in the 1950s.

Year by year, as secret govern-
ment papers from that decade gra-
dually become available, a picture is
being assembled of the background
to the 1962 Commonweaith Immig-
rants Act, a piece of legislation
which even Hugh Gaitskell de-
scribed as ‘miserable, shameful,
shabby’.

This Act restricted the admission
of Commonwealth immigrants to
those who had been issued with
employment vouchers; made se-
rious inroads into the civil rights of
black British citizens whose pass-
ports had been issued outside the
UK; and officially equated black skin
with second-class citizenship.

The Act’s unspoken assumption
was that the problem was black
people, not white racism, and it was
the first in that long and ignoble
series of measures which have
made racist discrimination part of
the law of the land.

By 1952-1953, as John Spencer
revealed three years ago in ‘News
Line’ (January 5, 1984), Churchill’'s
Cabinet was secretly encouraging
racism among the police and among
staffs of labour exchanges and dole
offices.

Hush-hush instructions were
issued for snooping on black
claimants; the Metropolitan Police
reported that ‘on the whole coloured
people are work-shy and content to
live on National Assistance and im-
moral earnings’; and Churchill was
making it clear privately that he
personally would favour ‘proposals
designed to restrict the entry of
coloured workers into Britain’.

A year or two later there were
Cabinet discussions on how black
people could be prevented from ris-
ing to senior positions in the British
Civil Service.

A sordid story

Edward Pilkington, a young scho-
lar whose important dissertation on
the 1958 anti-black riots in north
Kensington — the so-called ‘Notting
Hill’ riots — has yet to find a pub-
lisher, has been reading some of the
material from 1956 that was released
at the PRO last month.

He tells me it reveals consistent
sordid racism within the Cabinet
Committee on Colonial Immigration,
which was obsessed with the dan-
ger of a ‘coloured invasion’.

They were frightened that Britain

was likely to be overrun by ‘undesir-
ables’. They believed that black peo-
ple preferred to live off the welfare
state, crime, and prostitution and
that they often dwelt ‘from choice’ in
‘primitive, squalid and depiorable’
conditions.
} Fears were expressed about sex-
ual relations between whites and
blacks, ‘with its gradual effect on the
national way of life’. Ministers were
relieved to hear that so far there
seemed to be ‘little evidence of
inter-breeding’.

The Colonial Office came up with
suggestions for reducing the num-

onies for Britain. ‘Development
plans’ were produced to reduce un-
employment and poverty in the West
Indies — not for altruistic reasons
but to slow the rate of emigration to
the UK.

Proposals were made to shift the
‘surplus’ population of Jamaica to
British Guiana (now Guyana) and
British Honduras (now Belize).

Failing that, black people would
be discouraged from coming to their
‘mother country’ through a publicity
drive and limitations on the issuing
of new passports, a process which
had already, it seems, been in force
‘for some time’'.

The Tory government’s big dilem-
ma was how to restrict the entry of
black people without putting obsta-
cles in the way of white British
subjects from Australia, Canada,
New Zealand, and Southern
Rhodesia.

~ Impartiality — on
paper

Some leading Tories, such as Vis-
count Swinton, Secretary of State
for the Commonwealth, were ‘not
convinced that legislation need be
non-discriminatory in form’.

Other ministers, however, feared
that open discrimination might lead
to ‘widespread repercussions’ in the
colonies and in Parliament.

So the Cabinet consensus was for
legislation that would be unprejudi-
cial on paper while in practice keep-
ing black people out of Britain.

They thought they had hit on the
perfect solution in a proposed sys-
tem of work permits, whereby a
prospective employer would have to
ask permission for the entry of a
named immigrant.

This was expected to reduce dras-
tically the number of black immig-
rants, ‘since few employers would
wish to import coloured workers’.

In any case, permits would be
granted to skilled workers onily, and
this, it was supposed, would foil any
accusations of discrimination:

‘Assurances could readily be
given that the policy would be im-
partial, since restrictions of entry to
persons who had some needed skiil
would exclude almost all the col-
oured immigrants.’

As a crowning touch, immigration
officers would be given ‘complete
discretion . . . to refuse anyone
whose entry would appear to be
undesirable’, and the new regula-
tions would be strictly applied only
at those ports ‘at which West Indian
immigrants normally arrive’.

So by 1956 there was in existence
what Pilkington describes as ‘a com-
plete blueprint for a racially discri-
minatory system of immigration
controls’.

It was precisely this secret bluep-
rint that the 1962 Act put into effect.

Death and the
individual

DEATH is closer to me than it is to
most people — in a purely chronolo-
gical and statistical sense, of
course.

Nahuel Moreno was 62 when he
died last month. Once that would
have seemed to me a great age; and
in many of the countries ravaged
and sucked dry (‘under-developed’)
by imperialism it still does seem a
great age.

But my generation of English men
and women can’t help thinking of it
as ‘only 62°.

The only consolation | know of for
death was summed up by Christ-
opher Caudwell not long before his
own early death in Spain as a volun-
teer with the International Brigades.

He wrote something to this effect:
that human beings take some at
least of the pain from death by living
life fully; by ‘seizing great armfuls of
time and action’; by making the best
possible use of the time there is; by
struggling, learning, suffering, lov-
ing, building, achieving before they
die.

When such a human being dies —
whether at 26 or 62, it makes no
matter — those who loved them
mourn, certainly, but also rejoice at
the life there was.

Does anyone, ﬁy the way, stiil read
Caudwell? By and large he preferred
to think Jor himself, not repeat
ready-made formulas, and that sort
of thing makes some people uneasy.

___

A comment by Jaime de Falla

WORKERS PRESS published a
letter from Bernie Hynes, who
wrote as ‘a supporter of USec’ on 3
January. A disclaimer stated that
‘Workers Press will in due course
carry material dealing with some
of the rather sweeping statements
made by Comrade Hynes.’

Comrade Hynes said that the
‘Moreno-led sects’ split from the
United Secretariat of the Fourth
International (USec).

In the first place they are not
sects. Even the leadership of USec
recognise that the LIT — the inter-
national current led by the late
Comrade N. Moreno — counts in its
ranks Trotskyist parties with con-
siderable influence in the working
class.

Nor did they split from USec —
they were excluded because they
correctly refused to condemn their
Comrades of the Simon Bolivar
Brigade (SBB).

Comrade Hynes went on to state
that the SBB ‘refused to accept the
military commands and discipline
of the FSLN’. The truth is that the
SBB and the FSLN (the Nicara-
guan freedom movement) signed a
military agreement and fought
under the military command of the
FSLN on the southern front and
elsewhere, while keeping their
political independence from the
FSLN.

Comrade Hynes should read the
two-volume book ‘Nicaragua: Re-

form or Revolution’ (Edicion Pole-
mica Internacional, Bogota, 1979)
and the reports of the members of
his own international current from
Nicaragua, published in the inter-
nal documents of the USec in pre-
paration for the 11th world con-

gress held in 1979.

Comrade Hynes continued his
slander campaign: ‘The FSLN dis-
armed and expelied them (the
SBB) for these reasons, suggesting
that they wage a struggle against
Somoza’s allies, including the

Argentine military junta.’
Not a single word of this is true.

The Sandinista government never
said that the SBB was expelled for
not fighting under their military

command. But they repeatedly

stated that the action was taken for

political differences.

The FSLN never implied that

they should go to fight against the
Argentinian military junta. USec
knows very well that over 100
Trotskyists were assassinated and
hundreds more imprisoned ih the
period 1976-82 for doing precisely
that!

Hynes says that ‘whole sections
of them (the Morenists), e.g. in
Mexico and Bolivia, have rejoined
the USec’, and that ‘the Morenists
have since suffered decline and
splits throughout Latin America
and elsewhere’.

Fusions and splits are a part of
the necessary process of building a
revolutionary international. The

only question raised here, there-
fore, is one of false informatijon.

Several leading comrades from
the WRP recently visited Latin
America and have gathered the
opposite impression: that of the
Moreno tendency growing rapidly
and USec declining. These Com-
rades had the opportunity to visit
the Bolivian section of the LIT: it is
clearly alive and well. We have
just received word of the fusion of
their Mexican section with the
10,000-strong working class Nauco-
pac organisation which has also
applied for membership to the LIT.

The MAS of Argentina (formerly
PST, not PRT as indicated by
Hynes) is the most influential
working-class party in that coun-
try. It has more than 5000 militants
and 40,000 dues-paying sym-
pathisers.

Comrade Hynes’ letter also
stated that the Moreno tendency
fraudulently raised money in the
name of the FSLN ‘which they kept
for their own ultra-left manoeuvr-
ing against the FSLN’.

The fact is that the FSLN never
raised this issue.

Comrade Hynes started his let-
ter by saying that he ‘admires’ our
‘faith that the truth must be laid
before the working class.’

Comrade Hynes undoubtedly has
political differences with the LIT.
That is one thing. Lies and slander
are another.

Scottish teachers oppose leaders

THE Scottish teaching union,
assisted by the media, has stam-
peded its members into accepting the
worst pay and conditions deal since
1945. But the executive of the Educa-
tional Institute of Scotland (EIS) have
paid a price for the 72 per cent
majority ‘yes’ vote — the union is
split, with a growing awareness of
the executive’s treachery.

Teachers will be liable to work an
extra three hours a week, develop
new courses without payments and
attend meetings in their own time —
in return for half the pay rise they
were seeking.

Already a clash has occurred in
Strathclyde, Scotland’s biggest local
authority. The local EIS executive
demand talks on how the deal is to be
implemented; an aggressive man-
agement is demanding immediate
and unconditional implementation of
the deal — as they interpret it.

. EIS headquarters accused the un-
fon’s Strathclyde executive of ‘jump-
ing the gun’. EIS left-wingers are
disgusted — but not surprised. The
executive’s assistance in im-
plementing the deal follows on from
their actions in arranging it:

@ The executive launched an adver-
tising campaign for a ‘yes’ vote and
distributed an eight-page ‘agreement
special’ issue of the umion’s paper,
complete with cartoon handshake be-
tween union and management.

Forty members at St Ninians High
School at Kirkintilloch wrote to EIS
general secretary John Pollock de-
manding his resignation, declaring
that he had ‘overstepped his man-
date’ and deploring the use of union
funds to campaign for a ‘yes’ vote.
@ The ‘agreement special’ included
specific attacks on union members
who opposed the deal.

| - BY JOHN WIND ]

@ Pollock and other executive mem-
bers admitted there was no enthu-
siasm for the deal among members,
while insisting that ‘the reality of the
situation’ made acceptance neces-
sary. Leading Stalinists in the union
joined with the right wing to argue
the deal was the best that could be
achieved, and preferable to Tory leg-
islation.

@ Pollock threatened to resign in the
event of a ‘no’ vote, and was joined by
the majority of the executive — Sta-
linists and all — who stated a similar
intention.

® ‘Unnamed sources’ on the execu-
tive leaked stories to the press,
claiming the left was plotting to split.
from the union.

Strathclyde shows the executive
will not have it all their own way.
While they carried rural areas with
them in the ballet, the union’s two
biggest associations, Glasgow and
Lanarkshire, had ‘no’ votes of over 490
per cent.

The opposition to the executive has
organised the Scottish Federation of
Secialist Teachers, the first national
}gfts organisation of its kind in the

The questions are: why did the
leaders sign a deal to which the
membership was opposed, and was
prepared to go on opposing in action?
Why did leaders elected a few months
ago on a ‘left’ ticket go along with the
right?

Why did the executive do the Tory
government’s dirty work for it, and
impose the deal — splitting the union,
breaking union policy, and halting
the enthusiastic and determined
campaign?

The problem is part of the problem

of working-class leadership. The EIS
leaders are part of a bureaucracy
which controls all the trades unions,
which seeks compromise before
fighting for working-class interests.
Today this self-perpetuating pri-
vileged layer, under the guise of ‘new
realism’, tries to adapt to the anti-
working class policies of Thatcher.
This means cuts, tighter control over
teachers, and breaking-down of
working conditions and trade union
rights built up along with the state
education system as a whole.

The ‘new realist’ argument is that
a deal is preferable to a legally-
imposed settlement. But the lesson of
the miners’ strike is that it is only by
refusing to bow to legal threats that a
union leadership can defy this most
anti-working class government —
and that capitulation (such as that by
the TUC over the miners’ and prin-
ters’ struggles) plays into Thatcher's
hands.

The second string to the ‘new real-
ist’ bow is that the best we can do is
await a Labour government. But
whether or not a Labour government
is elected, a leadership which sub-
ordinates trade union action to that
weakens the working class move-
ment.

An alternative leadership in the
EIS, or any other union, will have to
be one that does not compromise, and
which places its faith in the strength
of the working-class and its organisa-
tions, and not on processes of negotia-
tion where ‘compromise’ is the main
objective.

This is the difference between re-
volutionary leadership of the type
fought for by the Workers Revolu-
tionary Party, and the reformists
whether of the Labour or Communist
Party varieties.

Defend Kitson

THERE is growing support in the
labour movement to overturn the
decision by Ken Gill and the lead-
ership of the white-collar union
TASS to end financial support for
their union member Dave Kitson
at Ruskin College.

Kitson spent 20 years in South
African jails for being a member of
the ANC armed wing Umkhonto
We Sizwe.

The campaign is now sponsored
by Oxford TUC, Oxford District
Labour Party, East Oxford CLP,
Oxford TASS and No.16 Divisional
Council of TASS and Oxford Anti
Apartheid. Resolutions of support
have been passed not only in TASS
branches but in other unions as
well. Cambridgeshire Division of
the AEU and Crawley AEU have
both sent resolutions to the NEC
calling for support for Dave.

A letter has been sent to the
TASS executive from NUT mem-
ber Paul Trewhela who was in jail
with Dave Kitson from 1964-67. in
South Africa. An edited version of
his letter appears below.

€As a former prison-comrade of Dawvic
Kitson in the South African jails {1964-
1967), as a trade unionist ara as a

nounce your arbitrary and ignorant act
of suppression against this militant
fighter for the interests of the interna-
tional working class movement, David
Kitson.

What cheek!

A committee of trade unionists, of
whom probably not one has spent so
much as a single day let alone one year
in prison on behalf of his class, decides
to revoke the sacred undertaking of
this union towards its imprisoned
member.

You take it upon yourselves to deter-
mine what is to constitute the touch-
stone of anti-racist politics in southern
Africa.

You belatedly and arbitrarily invent a
criterion, ‘not . . . specified at the out-
set’ in the words of Ruskin College, so
as to deprive Dave Kitson of his living
after his appointment had previously
been unconditionally guaranteed to him
by your union.

Who are you to determine that Kit-
son’s ideas and conduct are not
appropriate to the emancipation strug-
gle? What if the members of your
committee iater charge the:- ideas on
southem Afnca? Is Xitsor rer 0 be
reinsiatec = Jusxr Co oege By your
union? Arc ‘ot ~ca org? Untl the

the kind shown by Kitson in the face of
your decision, and shown by him to be
utterly lacking in your committee, is the
first and the greatest need of the
workers’ movement everywhere.

By contrast, your action bears the
genuine hallmark of the lackey spirit,
cringing towards authority, and brutal
towards the rebellious and oppressed.

The most dangerous effect of your
action lies in its effect on the workers’
movement here in Britain, not in South
Africa. Under the lying excuse of de-
monstrating solidarity with the oppres-
sed of South Africa, you facilitate the
introduction of South African methods
here against the working class.

By this deeply undemocratic act,
impregnated through and through with
the stench of Stalinism, you have rank-
ed your committee alongside the worst
trade union apostles of Madame
Thatcher. The South African state ex-
ults.

it will not be Kitson who comes out of
this squalid episode with head
bowed'9y
@ We urge trade unionists to pass
resolutions of suppert and invite
Dave Kitson to speak. Send letters
to: TASS, 64-66 Wandsworth Com-
mon North Side. London SW18 2ST:

ber of black people leaving the col- PETER FRYER graduate of British. irish and South S Oxford Trades Couci °~ 2—ss
Africar universities. | passiorately de-  Mcra 22_c272 2-7 ~camemmaeoa - Sreer. Trios

.
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- Raid
condemned

BBC JOURNALISTS are
planning a national two-
hour stoppage protesting
at the Special Branch
raid on their Glasgow
offices.

They are asking other
trade unionists, and the pub-
lic, to suport a rally in Glas-
gow within the next few
days.

‘The basic issue is to
oppose censorship of the
media,” Forbes McFall of
the National Union of Jour-
nalists’ Glasgow Broadcast-
ing branch told Workers
Press.

‘While journalists have an
obligation to oppose cen-
sorship, this Special Branch
raid was an assault on free-
dom of expression which
concerns us all.’

BBC journalists reacted to

_ the Special Branch raid with

‘a mixture of shock and out-
rage’, said McFall. ‘This ac-
tion is unprecedented’.

Most of the huge quantity
of films, tapes, documents
and even reporters’ notes
taken by the Special Branch,
were related not to the
documentary programme on
the Zircon spy satellite, but
on other episodes of the
series ‘The Secret Society’,
on subjects including data
storage and the experiences
of a private detective who

had worked with state orga-
nisations.

BBC management says
that the five programmes
excepting the one on Zircon
should be broadcast; the
NUJ maintains that all six
should go out.

‘Why should there have
been this massive trawl of
everything relating to the six
programmes? Nobody can
pretend it concerns ‘‘nation-
al security’’,” said McFall.

‘It should be borne in mind
that the BBC co-operated
with the Special Branch.
They were led to understand
that if they did not, more
Branch men would be
brought in and a more thor-
ough job done.’

Last year’s government
instruction to prevent the
broadcast of the ‘Real Lives’
programme on Ireland, the
apparent arm-twisting used
to get rid of BBC director-
general Alasdair Milne, and
the intimidatory raid on the
BBC at Glasgow, are part of
a definite trend towards cen-
sorship.

‘We would be speculating
at this stage about govern-
ment involvement in this
raid,” said McFall, ‘but we
would be seriously con-
cerned if the government
was sanctioning what we
have seen last weekend.’

Sparks’
patience
runs out

ELECTRICIANS at BBC
Scotland are in the sixth
week of a bitter strike, over
pay differentials of up to £30
a week with other skilled
workers in the corporation.

*The tradesmens’ common
grading structure was shat-
tered in 1984." explains a
strike leaflet from the
EETPU.

At that time the BBC,
faced with a one-day strike
by all staff at the Television
Centre in London. conceded
consolidated pay increases
of between 17 and 20 per cent
for tradesmen.

‘The EETPU, although
being one of the unions
bound by the constitution of
the joint negotiating unions,

were excluded from the
negotiations, which created
a very substantial differen-
tial.

‘This agreement for the
Television Centre London
has incensed tradesmen and
TV operatives throughout
the BBC.

‘For over two-and-a-half
years, the EETPU has held
discussions and negotiations
with the BBC in an effort to
restore common basic pay

and pension entitlements for-

the electricians.

‘As happens in most dis-
putes, patience and goodwill
run out, resulting in a ballot
which inevitably leads to
strike action.’

The EETPU's older mem-
bers at the BBC fear losing
substantial pension enhance-
ments. because of remaining
on semi-skilled pay rates
while the dispute has drag-
ged on for two years.

The union is not prepared
to wait for a general pay
review but is insisting the
issue is settled.

[ BY PETE MONEY

]

MEMBERS of the public sec-
tor workers’ union NUPE in
Manchester City Council’s
Housing Department are on
ali-out strike as a result of a
dispute over accommodation
for the Housing Aid office.

The problem arises be-
cause of inadequate and un-
suitable office accommoda-
tion and worsening working
conditions.

The strike started on Janu-
ary 22 when the 21 NUPE
members in Housing Aid
walked out in response to
threats of disciplinary action.

The dispute has now
spread to over 250 NUPE
members in other parts of the

CATERPILLAR, the
American multinational
tractor builders, told
workers at their occupied
plant at Uddingston that
there was no way their
closure decision will be
altered.

Full-time union officials
responded to the company’s
‘we will close’ message by
asking for more talks. Work-
ers at the plant demanded
the unions walk out of discus-
sions. unless they were about
saving 1.200 jobs.

These union officials, who
have plenty of time for the
company, have done little to
mobilise the working-class
movement behind Cater-
pillar.

housing department.
Although the local govern-
ment officers’ union NALGO
have voted not to join the
strike, ‘a significant number’
are not crossing picket lines,
according to a NUPE leaflet
which also says: ‘Everyone
wants a swift and successful
end to this dispute.’

Tony Dale (above right),
shop steward for the Housing
Aid office, described how the
strike began. ‘At a mass
meeting 200 against six voted
to strike. The dispute started
over the issue of accom-
modation, but is really about
trade unions and their role in
the council.

‘We want to establish de-

cent industrial relations
where the views of the unions

The sit-in is in its fourth
week. Caterpillar workers
have initiated financial col-
lections. sent speakers to un-
jon and student organisa-
tions. and built up massive
sympathy locally.

Two weeks ago they re-
cieved a message from the
Scottish TUC, promising ‘in-
dustrial’ and ‘physical’ sup-
port. But not a demonstra-
tion has been organised. Not
a single hour’s strike. No
definite action, apart from
financial colleetions which
workers are only too willing
to make anyway.

The Scottish TUC must act
without further delay! The
Caterpillar workers have
made a long-awaited stand
on the question of jobs in the
west of Scotland — the un-

are treated seriously.’

Since the dispute began,
the union has been
threatened with the withdraw-
al of their facility time agree-
ment. Strikers have been told
that they will be disciplined if
found on council property or
if planned meetings at area
offices to hear the case of the
strikers go ahead.

The Director of Housing
also wrote to all members of
staff in an obvious attempt to
isolate and undermine them.
NUPE members are in no
doubt that all moves in the
dispute have been carried out
after discussion with the
councillors, including ‘left-
wingers' like Sam Darby,
chairman of the .Housing
Committee.

5

This is a dispute which
could have far greater im-
plications than the immediate
issues involved. Next year
Manchester City Council, as
one of the highest spenders
in the country, will have a
major problem: how to deal
with the government’s rate
capping legislation.

Some estimates are as high
as 96 per cent for rate in-
creases needed to maintain
services.

The trade unions will be at
the centre of the struggle to
defend jobs and services.
The town hall strikers should
be given full support.

® SEE ‘Council workers at
battle stations’ — page 3

stays firm

ions must organise to sup-
port them.

The Caterpillar workers
have taken the initiative by
building a tractor to be don-
ated to the ‘Band Aid’ cam-
paign. This issue must also
be taken up by the whole
working-class movement.

By offering the tractor to
help fight famine, the Cater-
pillar workers have high-
lighted the fact that their
skills, and those of thousands
of others in the industrial-
ised countries, could be put
to the use of the world work-
ing class instead of being
thrown on to the scrap heap.
What stands in their way 1s
the capitalist multi-nationals
like Caterpillar.

Contacts should be made

[ BY NEIL DEMPSEY |

A PUBLIC meeting last week in‘

support of the strike at Wheel-
er's Restaurant in Brighton
pledged full support for the strike
and undertook to picket the
Wheeler chain in London.

The three-month-old strike
was called against the sacking
of a shop steward and three
workers who supported him.

Mr Cheung. the shop ste-
ward. explained that for
more than 30 years there had
been little industrial action
in the restaurants.

He said the present dispute
started when a new franch-
ise-holder of the Brighton
branch arrived and launched
a vicious attack on the
workers. .

‘He treated them as new
employees. cach having to
work a three-month prob-
ationary period. He refused
to pay overtime and holiday
money that was due.

Wheeler's reputation for
good seafoods was based on

Wheeler’s London meeting

the skills of Chinese chefs
and Kkitchen statf.

The workers had not re-
ceived a pay rise for 18
months when Bailey tried to
put new items on the menu
without consultation. Mr
Cheung refused to carry out
these orders unless they
were accompanied by a pay
rise. He was then sacked.

Most London restaurants
in the chain had already re-
ceived a 5-per-cent rise.

Although the workers felt
very isolated at the begin-
ning of the strike. local stu-
dents and trade unionists
helped to form a Brighton
support group.

Mr dmung praised the
way that many differing
political parties and orga-
nisations had participated in
the struggle and added that
he hoped Chinese workers
would take their place in the
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labour and trade union
movement.

Chair Aimeun Lim spoke
about the significance of the
strike tor the Chinese com-
munity and the problems the’
strikers have faced.

She said this was the first
time in British history that
Chinese workers had beenon
strike.

Many of them were em-
ployved in catering and ser-
vice industries that had low
levels of unionisation. but
this was largely due to the
failure of trade union leaders
to take Chinese workers
seriously.

Onc of the first struggles of
the strikers and their sup-
porters was to get support
from the Transport and
General Workers Union for
an interpreter for the picket
line.

The Regional Committee

had only recently agreed to
publicise the strike and had
still not called a meeting of
the branch that the strikers
are part of.

Aimeun stressed that the
strikers had to take on the
union bureaucracy and rac-
ism if they hope to win their
dispute.

She said it was generally
acknowledged that although
migrant and ethnic service
workers were coming under
great attack. ‘the problem is
not confined to these
groups’.

Features

Although only directly in-
volving four workers. this
strike has many of the fea-
tures of larger disputes such
as the Wapping struggle.

It involves systematic des-
truction of craft skills,

lowering of wages and condi-
tions. and complete hostility
to trade unionism.

It calls in question the role
of the union bureaucracies,
uninterested in waging a
struggle it it does not en-
hance their careers.

The strike is above all an
indication that new sections
of the working class are
being forced into struggle
not only against their em-
ployers but against the Tory
government. its laws, and its
racism. ,

The task is to raise the
issue of Wheeler's through-
out the Labour movement,
especially among those
working in the catering
trade.

The Transport and Gener-
al Workers Union must be
forced to recruit as many
catering workers as
possible.
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with unions in the poor coun-
tries. An international plan
should be worked out to
bring together the fight
against famine and the fight
against unemployment. |

Bleak future

‘I FINISHED my appren-
ticeship, got my HNC exams
. with the £62 million in-
vestment | started making
plans. Then came the closure
announcement.’

Peter Heasman, 22-year-old
toolmaker, is bitter about the
treatment he has had from
Caterpillar.

‘I this place closes, | don’t
know what future | will have. |
have seen tooimakers’ jobs
advertised in Larkhall — but
they want five years' experi-
ence.’

Electrician Peter Stewart,
21, was also pessimistic. ‘I
don’t think the Americans will
go back on their word. And
there’s already a lot of unem-
ployment in this area.

‘If we don’t win this fight |
would think about going down
south. All the jobs are down
there.

‘We have built the tractor
for Ethiopia to embarrass the
company as much as possi-
ble, and this will be well publi-
cised. But | don’t think they
will be too bothered.’

Unemployment in Lanark-
shire is already one in five of
the working population. No
wonder the Caterpillar sit-in is
winning such widespread
support in the local commun-
ity. Its future is on the line.

® WORKERS PRESS public
meeting: MOBILISE SUP-
PORT FOR CATERPILLAR:
HOW TO TAKE THE FIGHT
FORWARD. Thursday February
12, 7.30 p.m. Tannochside Olde
Club, Old Edinburgh Road.
Speakers (personal capacity)
from NUM, EIS and other un-
ions, followed by discussion. Ali
welcome.




