Mystery of scientists’ deaths

THE strange death of a scientist engaged on a disappeared. He returned later at night.

secret defence contract, the suicide of two others Sands, 36 years old and considered a brilliant
involved in similar work and the disappearance selenust worked for Easams of Camberley,
of a third have led to demands for a full inquiry  Surrey, a sister company of Marconi, which is
by Labour MP Dale Campbell-Savours. carrying out work on the Star Wars programme.

David Sands died the week before last after The two men who committed suicide both
driving his car at high speed into the wall of a  worked for Marconi. Vimal Dajibhai was found
.disused restaurant at Popham, near Basingstoke, dead below Bristol’s Clifton suspension bridge
Hampshire. ‘I'he car, carrying cans ot petrol, last August. An inquest recorded an open ver-
exploded on impact. Sands was identified from dict. The other scientist, Ashad Sharif, was found
dental records. He had taken an unusual route to  in his car with a rope round his neck attached to
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OCCUPATION

THE CATERPIL-
LAR shop ste-
wards’ decision fo
continue their
occupation —in de-
fiance of the en-
gineering union ex-
ecutive — must re-
ceive the backing
of the entire work-
ing-class move-

ment.

Amalgamated En-
gineering Union (AEU)
‘members must flood
the union’s national
committee meeting
starting on Monday at
the Winter Gardens,
Eastbourne, with de-
mands that support for
the sit-in be im-
mediately restored.

‘We would appeal to the
national committee to
restore full support to the
sit-in, and pursue the line
that we have put to the
company,’ shop steward
John Gillen told Workers
Press.

The shop stewards’ prop-
osals, worked out at a two-
and-a-half-hour meeting
with AEU Scottish executive
member Jimmy Airlie on
Wednesday, are that the 45
shop stewards remain in the
plant, along with the 60 man-
agement representatives.

Workers must reject this
trap! Airlie’s proposal would
go half-way to breaking up
the occupation.

Even this retreat did not
satisfy the Caterpillar man-
agement. They demanded an
end to the sit-in before the
talks could begin. ‘They are
going for the jugular’, Gillen
pointed out.

The struggle at Caterpillar
has reached a decisive turn-
ing point. The danger to the
sit-in comes from the AEU
leaders, not the Caterpillar
management. They are
trying to foist on to Caterpil-
lar workers the line that the
fight must stay within the

aw.

‘Our union can not support
an 1llegal occupation — 1t is
against our policy and
against the rules of the un-
ion,” said Bill Jordan after
the AEU national executive
voted against backing the

Caterpillar men last
Tuesday.

What is Jordan talking
about?

® AEU POLICY, decided at
the 68th national committee
meeting last year, is for ‘a
greater and more deter-
mined fight by the whole
membership’ against the
‘evil of unemployment.’ It
instructs the executive ‘to
give full support to all mem-
bers who are fighting sack-
ings and closures by taking
industrial action’ — which is
what they are not dothg at
Caterpillar.

® AEU RULES state that
the executive must be guided
by such instructions. But
there is no rule about
whether or not the law must
be obeyed.

Every worker knows: if
the trade unions had not de-
fied the law, they would nev-
er have been built in the first

place.

The role of AEU Scottish
executive officer Jimmy Air-

Number 69

work, along a slip road which led to the res-
taurant.
Special Branch officers tried to see Sands days

before his death. On the previous Saturday hlS
wife had called the police after her husband had

a tree. A coroner said his death was suicide.

A third man who knew Dajbhai, Avtar Singh

Gida, disappeared in Derbyshire last January.
Like the others he was working on a Ministry of
Defence project involving underwater acoustics.

lie must be treated with the
greatest suspicion. Airlie, a
leading Communist Party
member, is reputed to be at
odds with Jordan’s ‘get out
of the factory’ instruction.
But did he vote against it?

Airlie used Saturday’s
‘Support Caterpillar’ Glas-
gow rally to drop large hints
that the sit-in was to end.

‘We are quite capable of
stopping anything going in
and out of the plant,’ he said,
as though there was to be a
picket line. ‘I ask the office
staff not to go into the plant.’

This is treacherous talk.
With a sit-in, there is no
danger of things comin
going. Neither do the o
staff have much chance of
getting to work.

With a sit-in workers are in
control. That’s exactly what
Airlie, together with the
AEU right-wing, are terri-
fied of.

Airlie told Saturday’s rally
that Caterpillar were using

‘our courts’ to attack the sit-
in.

What kind of ‘communism’
is this? It is the ABC of
communism that the courts,
and the whole capitalist
state, are not ‘ours’ but
‘theirs’, instruments of the
ruling class for use against
the wo kers.

Thatcher must not be
allowed to trample over the
unions. The fighting strength
of the working class must be
mobilised against the laws,
and the capitalist state as a
whole. But the union
bureaucracy, °‘left’ and
right, Communist Party and
Labour Party, are bitterly
opposed to this policy.

This was clear from all the
forked-tongue speeches at
Saturday’s STUC meeting.
Labour’s Scottish spokes-
man Donald Dewar said ev-
erybody wanted to avoid a
confrontation, and signalled
the crowd to hush as they
booed Tory speaker Allan
Stewart. TUC leader Nor-

man Willis led the crowd in a
chorus of ‘We shall over-
come’. Miners’ vice-
president Mick McGahy
sald, predictably, that ‘the
whole Scottish people’
should support Caterpillar.

On Monday trade unionists
answered an appeal by
Caterpillar convenor John
Brannan to demonstrate out-
side the factory as a mass
meeting discussed the next
moves.

Two hundred demons-
trated outside the plant but
arrived after the meeting
had started. These numbers
are far too small. Unless the
full strength of the labour
movement is brought into
the fight, the sit-in is in
grave danger.

The Workers Revolution-
ary Party and Workers
Press repeats what it has
said from day one of the
occupation: the Caterpillar
workers are fighting for the

whole working class.

At every step of that fight,
they have come into conflict
with the trade union and
labour leaders who will col-
laborate with the Tories on
all vital issues, just as they
did in the miners’ strike.

The fight must be orga-
nised outside the control of
that leadership, against it if
necessary.

@ Reject the AEU leaders’

acceptance of Tory anti-
union laws!

® Force the AEU leaders to
back the sit-in! Make them
reverse their cowardly deci-
sion!

@® Build Caterpillar support
groups throughout the work-
Ing class movement! Win
backing for the physical de-
fence of the sit-in'

@® Build up the campaign for
strikes and demonstrations
throughout the working
class!

® For the natlonallsatlon of
Caterpillar under workers’
control'

SCHOOL STRIKE SUPPORTS TEACHERS

e see page 4 _
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THERE IS a certain symmetry between the
visits of Thatcher to Moscow and of Kinnock to
Washington. Kinnock opened his general election
campaign in the White House. Thatcher went to

the Kremlin to begin hers. She won the opening

round by a handsome margin.

If the Tory press is to be believed, Thatcher
initially spoke somewhat sharply to Gorbachev,
informing him he ought not to be spreading
world communism. When he managed to get a
word in edgeways, he protested that reports to

this effect are completely false. By the end of her -

visit Thatcher was more than convinced.

Press hyperbole apart, the fact is that the
Stalinist bureaucracy has given the Tories a
considerable election boost. Here is the real face
of glasnost. On her departure from Russia
Thatcher was anticipating not merely a third
term in office but a further, fourth, spell as
prime minister. Such has been the service of
Gorbachev and the bureaucracy.

I

MEANWHILE, over at the White House, the host
was not quite clear who his visitors actually were
and sometimes, perhaps, who he himself was. He
thought Denis Healey was the British Ambassa-
dor; quite who he thought Kinnock was is not
recorded. In any case, he appeared quite unim-
pressed by Kinnock’s declarations of eternal
loyalty to the North Atlantic Treaty, one of his
cue-cards having told him that this guy was
some Kind of socialist. -

Behind the farce, however, stand the most
serious issues in the world. While the visits were
‘in progress, a new stage of world financial and
economic tensions erupted.

A vicious trade war is in preparation between
the United States and Japan while secretary of
state for Trade and Industry Paul Channon last

wgek presented a package of measures designed
to

strike at the heart of Japanese financial
interests in the City of London. The sharpening of

this trade war shook the world’s stock-exchanges

and forced a further rise in US interest rates to
shore up a plunging dollar. |

Kinnock’s objective in Washington was not to
so much to parley with Reagan. Reagan is in any
case hardly in control of affairs.

- If Gorbachev spent his time convincing'

Thatcher that imperialism has nothing at all to
fear from the Stalinist bureaucracy, Kinnock

used his Washington visit to give anti-Reagan

circles in the American ruling class equally

sincere assurances that they have nothing to fear

from a government under his leadership.

Kinnock tries desperately to make his nuclear
arms policies appear radical to the readers of

the ‘Guardian’, while convinecing his masters

that if elected he can be safely trusted to take

charge of imperialist war preparations. ‘
The foreign visits of the party leaders were on

one level cheap electioneering stunts. But they
nonetheless raise the question: what problems
will be settled by the coming General Election?

The answer is: none at all. Neither for the

working class nor for the ruling class will

anything be fundamentally resolved.

Many sections of the left — often self-styled
Trotskyists — are today paralysed by fear that
the Tories will get back for another term, or that

a coalition including them will take office. Their
eyes tocussed almost entirely on Parliamentary
politics, they have abadoned hope in the strength
of the working class and the possibility of build-
ing a revolutionary Trotskyist movement within
it. | |

and social democractic — has to fawn before the
~ruling class is an expression of its profound
weakness, above all its inability to deal with the
working class in the manner now demanded by
imperialism. In this respect, Kinnock’s journey
west and Thatcher’s trip to the east give us
renewed confidence in the possibilities of defeat-
- 1ng both Stalinism and reformism in the working
class and -building a revolutionary Trotskyist
leadership. | | o

The fact that the bureaucracy — both Stalinist

OPPOSITION' to the introduction of six-day
working at the proposed Margam pit in South
Wales is mounting rapidly throughout the coal-

field. |

The Durham area’s demand for a national delegate
conference to discuss the issue has greatly streng-
thened those opposing the acceptance of British Coal’s

demands. |

The issue is clear: if the
South Wales executive defy
national policy and agree to
the opening of Margam
under British Coal’s de-
mands, or recommend the
same with a ballot of South
Wales miners, they will be
declaring UDI in South
Wales.

Such a policy would play
into the hands of those who
want to privatise coal. How
better to go about it than
cause a split in the NUM,
setting area against area, pit
against pit and miner
against miner?

British Coal’s chairman,
Robert Haslam, has said
there will be no national
talks on the project, streng-
thening the hand of the South

‘Wales executive who want to
‘keep it a local issue.

The Board has been aided
and abetted by the right
wing and Communist Party
leaders and their fellow-
travellers. They have joined
hands with George Wright of
the Welsh TUC whose offer
to scab on Margam jobs was
gelcomed by Duttfield and

ees.

The South Wales execu-
tive’s stand has earned them
support from the right wing

-of the South Wales Labour
| Party and the right wing of

the Welsh TUC, a pat on the

back from the Liberals and
' — to top it all — a letter of
encouragement from Neil

Kinnock. The SDP confer-
ence in Wales also urged
South Wales miners to go it
alone.

Miners’ leaders in several

South Wales lodges are con-

fident they can win the strug-

gle against six day working,
and their opposition is gain-
Ing support.

Terry Davies, Lodge

Secretary of Trelewis Drift

Colliery, told Workers
Press: |

6As far as the men are con-
cerned, they are opposed to
any six-day working. After
the negotiations the outcome

could leave the South Wales
Executive with egg on their |

faces.

The rank-and-file would
chuck it out in South Wales
and nationally.

Anyway, the issue will be
raised in other pits before it
comes to Margam, so all the
back-biting between South
?Vales and National is point-
ess.

It will be decided national-
ly before South Wales are
able to make a final decision
on Margam. The six-day
week 1s number one on the
Wheeler Plan. People should

be made aware of the whole

plan. Some parts of the Plan
have crept in already, and it

is quite unacceptable.

At our conference it was

said we’re not living how

we’d like to, we are living as
we have to. If our forefathers
years ago hadn’t stood their
ground we would never have
won the conditions we’ve
got. If they are thrown away
without any resistance it will
be absolutely disgusting.
The Doncaster option is
being continuously quoted. It
1S a very retrograde step to
piecework and we should be
pressing at national level to
get those pits back into line.
The miner’s agents won’t go

1nto the pits to represent the
men who operate the option

but we should go in and bring
them back into the fold.

South Wales leaders are

BY TRAVIS GOULD

using this as a possibility of
us going on our own. Instead
of condemning it, they are
using it as a yardstick. -

It was wrong to bring it in:
it’s wrong now, it’s always
wrong. A lot of older men

“have left the industry. The .
new younger labour force

could be lured by local cash
incentives with agreements
similar to the Doncaster op-
tion. They are not aware of
how bad the old days were.

Incentive schemes at the
moment divide areas and
pits. Under the Wheeler Plan
they threaten to split man
against man in the same pit.

No matter how many jobs
are created with the opening
of Margam, it won’t make up
for the jobs lost in the indus-
try. We should be fighting
the Board, not our own
national leadership.

Even if they brought in the
UDM at Margam, I see that
as another battle we have to

'face.,
Hugh Edwards, chairman

BY CHRIS McBRIDE

Midlands miners to

strike for sacked
men

MINERS in the Midlands
coalfield have voted for a
one-day strike in support of
those sacked during the 12-
month miners’ strike.

A ballot held last week in
North and South Stafford-
shire and Warwickshire re-
sulted in a 51-per-cent

majority in favour of taking -

the action on a day yet to be
decided.

In the Midlands area 21
remain sacked for fighting to
save jobs in 1984-1985.

Tories support
South Wales
leaders on six-day
pit!

LATEST support for the
South Wales NUM leaders’
call for six-day working in
the mining industry has
come from the Tory leaders.

Last week Energy Secret-
ary Peter Walker, in a writ-
ten Commons reply to Brit-
ish Coal’s proposal for the
construction of the £90 mil-

‘lion Margam Colliery, said:

of the Tower Colliery, said to
Workers Press: .

éA true reflection of what
rank-and-file miners in
South Wales think is: no way

will we go against the nation-

al union.

National procedures are to
protect us all. Each area has

‘the right to negotiate man-
ning levels etc., but they

don’t have the right to go
against existing national

‘procedures.

Any question of deviating

from the five-day working

week has to be negotiated at
national level. If we don’t
agree with the six-day work-
ing we have the ultimatum:

£80million will be invested in

other areas. How anyone can

-succomb to suth blackmail

beats me.

These new practices not
only apply to Margam. Any
pit that wants investment,
once a principle has been
established, will be open to
the same blackmail.

As for the ‘collaborator’

statement, Arthur never

meant that to be labelled on
the rank-and-file, but on cer-
tain members of our execu-
tive. If he did say it, then I
say to those on the execu-
tive: if the cap fits wear it.

Margam is the most critic-
al decision whieh faces the
NUM. o

.If the present attitude of

NERS’ ROUND UP

‘British Coal have told me
the: project will not proceed

unless there is agreement on

six-day production. The
viability of the mine depends
on equipment being operated
six days a week. I agree with
this judgement.’ -
- Walker thus joins the Com
munist Party and the right
wing in the union in an effort
to isolate and discredit Pres-
ident Arthur Scargill.

The NUM is to hold a spe-
cial conference next month

- where South Wales leaders

will attempt to scrap nation-
al policy for a four-day work-

ing week.

Meanwhile, British Coal
have taken the pit deputies’

union NACODS to an inter-

nal appeals tribunal after

their rejection of ‘new shift

patterns’ at Margam.

Sammy in

YORKSHIRE miners’ lead-
er Sammy Thompson has
won the election for NUM
vice-president with 34,802
votes against Euro-Stalinist
supporter Eric Clark’s
25,956. Total vote cast was

64,454, a 65-per-cent turnout.

The election result . is
another indication of the
growing opposition to the
politics of Communist Party
and the right wing in the
union.

Listings are published free by
WORKERS PRESS for organisa-
tions in the labour movement.

- Please send details to arrive by

mid-day Monday for publication
the following Friday. -

ASBESTOS VICTIMS ORGANIS-
ING CONFERENCE of the Peo-

ples Asbestos Action- Campaign.
3-5 April, Sheffield. Details from
Frances Carter, PAAC, c/o SCAT,
31 Clerkenwell Close, London
EC1R OAT. (01-253 3627)

NON-STOP PICKET OF SOUTH
AFRICA HOUSE. For the release
of Nelson Mandela and all political
prisoners in South Africa. For
sanctions against the racist South
African government. Qutside
South Africa House in Trafaigar
Square, London. Organised by

.City of London - Anti-Apartheid.

CAMPAIGN AGAINST POLICE
REPRESSION (CAPR) Weekly
planning meetings are held every

Tuesday, 7.30p.m., Stoke Newing- -

ton Community Centre, Leswin
Road, N16. All are welcome. Con-
tact: Box CAPR, 83 -Blackstock
Road, London N4 (01-881 2938)

DEFEND THE WOMBOURNE 12

Defend Lesbian ‘and Gay Rights.
Planning meetings every Thursday
at 7.30p.m., The Red Rose Club,
129 Seven Sisters Road, London
N7 (Finsbury Park tube)

BRING BACK VICTORIA WiIL-
LIAMS! Campaign meetings take
place on second and fourth
Wednesdays of every month at,
UCA, Acton Technical College,

Mill Hill Road, Acton (7.30 p.m.)

6th INTERNATIONAL BOOK
FAIR Radical Black and Third
World books. (Fair events being

- held in Bradford on 1-5 April. Tele-

- - ~ -
¥
:I “

Welsh opposition
to six-tlay week

our executive prevails you
can only draw one conclu-
sion — the break-up of the
NUM, which is something
the rank-and-file will re-
sist.9

"Ron Mason, Assistant
Lodge Secretary at Tower
Colliery, added:

- ‘Its not like a factory or

workshop, or out on site: we
work in an artificial enviro-
ment with artificial light and
air. On the weekend you can
reflect on your work, re-
cuperate and recover. Lon-
ger periods in that environ-
ment will encourage an

apathy toward safety.’

Bill King, retired Lodge
Secretary from Merthyr
Vale Colliery, is vehemently
opposed to six-day working.
He said to Workers Press:

‘They’ve been talking of
opening Margam for 20
years; we’ve lost 14 pits
since the end of the strike.
We have sacrificed enough
already to open Margam.

We more-or-less accepted
the closure of the Garw and
Ogmore Valley pits on the
basis that the Coal Board
would open a new pit at Mar-
gam. Now, by social black-
mail we can’t have the pit
unless we accept continental
shifts and six-day working.
- From time immemorial
we called for and fought for
nationalisation of the indus-
try and a national union. We
have a five-day-week agree-
ment which is a national
agreement, and should only
be revised, altered, or
changed by national agree-
ment.

It will be at their peril if
South Wales miners forsake
the national union. We would
not have had the third day-
wage agreement if it were
not for the national union.

It gave tremendous in-

creases to our ecraftsmen and
repairers, and took away the -

right of managers to reduce
ther wages at pit level. We
have the national power
loading agreement where

- facemen for the first time

have parity with face work-
ers in England.

They agreed to hold back

- on their annual increases un-
til the South Wales and Scot-
tish coal fields got a equality

‘with -them. It has always

been the aim and aspiration
since the earliest times of
South Wales miners to fight
for a national union. The
aims of this union carried at

conference are for a four-

day, six-hours-a-day week,
and that should remain.

If George Wright wants to
work Saturday and Sunday,
let him go down the pit and
work it. No miner wants to
work under those condi-

- tions. 9

Y The 750 miners at Lady

Windsor Colliery in
Ynysybwl are still out on
strike in a row over new shift
patterns. -

phone 01-272 4889 and 01-579
4902 for details.)

DON'T LET THE POA CRUSH
YOU; CRUSH THE PUBLIC
ORDER ACT March, Saturday 4
April, 1.00p.m. Malet Street, Lon-
don W1 (further details from
CAPOA, 01-274 6655)

" TALK POLITICS WITH THE RCG

Weekly discussion meetings every
Sunday, 7.00p.m. at Conway Hall,
Red Lion Square, WC1. 5 April:
Viraj Mendis Must Stay — the Role
of Communists in Anti-Deportation
Campaigning.

VIRAJ MENDIS WILL STAY —
STOP ALL DEPORTATIONS
NOW! Conference, 11-12 April,
Church of the Ascension, off
Royce Road, Hulme, Manchester.
Organised by the Viraj Mendis
Deftence Campaign. Telephone:
061-234 3168 -for details. |
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Mounting
toll of

ashestos
diseases

BY THE year 2000, between

50,000 and 70,000 people are

expected to die in Britain from

~ diseases caused by exposure
to asbestos.

Asbestosis disables, ciog-
ging the lungs, and the fibres
of asbestos cause a number
of cancers, including
mesothelioma (‘asbestos can-
cer’) which is incurable.

Killer

The Kkiller dust affects not
only those in the mining and
manufacture of asbestos, but
also dockers, construction
workers, electricians, plum-
bers, and garage mechanics
— and their tfamilies, con-
taminated by asbestos dust
brought home on the workers’
- Clothes.

@® Victims of asbestos are
organising a conference in
Sheffield on 4-5 April, to cam-
paign for a better deal for
sufferers and campaign
against asbestos hazards.

There will be workshops on
asbestos in housing, schools,
and the workplace; dumping;
removing asbestos safely;
and using safe substitutes.
Details of the conference are
available from the People’s
Asbestos Action Campaign
(telephone 01-253 3627).
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ance to new

Tory job scheme

DETERMINED resistance by trade union representatives in

many areas of the country has prevented the Tory govern-
ment meeting the April 1 deadline for implementing their new
Job Training Schemes.

Area Manpower boards — comprising a trade union delegate and
Manpower Services Commission officials — oversee and sanction schemes

for YTS and community pro
unemployed 18-25 year

Despite national TUC
approval there has been
significant opposition to
this latest Tory brain-
child by local trade union-
ists who see it as an open
attack on the unem-
ployed.

The TUC is now seeking a
special meeting with the

MSC commissioners for a
last attempt to make the JTS

-more palatable. They want a

youth training allowance

above the DHSS rate.
Regional trade union offi-

cials as well as the three

commissioners are being

drawn into these discussions

BY HUGHIE NICOL

to make sure local opposition
by trades councils and un-
employed activists is con-
trolled and stopped.

In one region of mass un-
employment Area Manpow-
er Board meetings had to be
adjourned because of the the
opposition to the JTS by local
trade union members.

'MSC officials tried to push
the schemes on the grounds
that it was up to the Area
Boards to ensure relevant
trade union approval. This
caused uproar from the

grammes. The new JTS will conscript all
olds to work for their supplementary benefits.

trade union delegates and
the meeting had to be ad-

Journed for two weeks for the
JTS to be reconsidered.

A similar incident in south
Tyneside has prevented the
new JTS being implemented
because the Area Boads
have not reached a decison.
South Shields TUC at their
last meeting pledged full
support to the local govern-
ment union NALGO in oppos-
Ing implementation of the
new scheme.

They called on other trade

unions and regional trades
councils to support this
stand.
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Scabs coming to work at thé Leicester offices of the ‘Trader’ News
combined picket from Leicester and Derby. The Derby-based firm
provoking them to strike. However, as the picket s

paper Group were given a warm reception last Tuesday by a
gave its workers the sack in a
owed, things are never quite that easy!

Murdoch-style exercise after

Anti-fascist conference

BY RICHARD GOLDSTEIN

THE National Conference of
Anti-Fascist Action in Brad-
ford last Saturday was
attended by over 250 dele-
gates. o

The discussion was domin-
ated by proposed changes to
the constitution which many
felt was a sure sign that the
movement was growing and
taking itself more seriously.

The main resolution, from
the Bradford Asian Youth
Assoclation, was very com-
prehensive and emphasised
a centralised structure.

An amendment proposed

by Islington AF A called for a
federal structure on the
grounds that AFA was not a

‘political party but an orga-

nisation in which socialist
parties, black groups, trade
unions, women’s groups and
gay groups could engage in
united-front-type activities

through the local branches

based in the community.

The conference passed a
composited resolution com-
bining local and national fea-
tures. In future the national
committee will consist of 15
delegates, elected at confer-

ence together with delegates

from thef local branches.
A move to add ‘Anti-

Racist’ to ‘Anti-Facsist’ —
‘ARdAFA’ was narrowly defe-
ated.

The lively discussion in-
cluded reports of the strug-
gles against racists and fas-

ci1st. ‘

Particular reference was
made to the struggle against
ex-Bradford headmaster
Honeyford, the Viraj Mendis
Campaign and a successful
struggle in Islington to evict
a family who had been in-
volved in racist attacks.

Unfortunately there was
no time for the workshops

planned to discuss different |
aspects of the struggle

against fascism.

Improper?

LABOUR and Alliance MP’s
have called for the prosecu-

tion and resignation of Tory

MP Keith Best who has
admitted ‘improperly’
buying six batches of British
Telecom shares flotation.

Detectives from Scotland
yard are said to be investi-
gating the matter.

Best, who is a barrister
and a menber of Lloyd’s
sald: ‘I accept that I made
six separate applications for
British Telecom shares in
my name, each of which was
accompanied with a cheque
drawn on an account in my
name and signed by me.’

" How smokers kill |More jailings of Broadwater
 non-smokers

Yet the Committee admits
that the chance of develop-

DAMAGE done to non-
smokers who breathe other
people’s smoke is the target
of a campaign by the soon-to-
be-abolished Health Educa-
tion Council.

Of course, says the govern-
ment’s Independent Scien-
tific Committee on Smoking
and Health, the causal asso-
ciation between ‘passive

smoking’ and lung cancer

cannot be proved.

ing lung cancer is likely to be
increased by between 10 and
30 per cent by exposure to
other people’s tobacco
smoke. |
The Committee also points
out that tobacco smoke irri-
tates eyes, nose, and throat
and worsens coronary and
other diseases of the arteries
as well as respiratory trou-

bles,v -

HORRIFIC jail sentences
have been dished out to two
more victims of the what
have become known as the

- ‘Frame-up Trials’ of

Broadwater Farm Estate in
Tottenham.

Patrick D’Agulias (24) was
jailed for two-and-a-half
years and James Preston
(18) was given three years’
youth custody.

They were sentenced for
allegedly ‘carrying missiles’
and ‘affray’.

.....

youth

the guilty verdicts, similar
to those dished out to miners

for their struggle to defend

jobs and communities from
state attacks, are provoking
€normous concern among
the black community.

Throughout the trials
events have exposed the
draconian interrogation
methods used by the police
to obtain ‘confessions’ and
‘evidence’.

.....
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LEICESTER

| OCCUPATION

CONTINUES

L~

BY CHRIS BOYLAN

THE OCCUPATION of
Leicester Unemployed
Workers Centre, in pro-
test at Leicester City
Council plans to change
‘the centre’s running to
the detriment of unem-
'ployed users, is now in
its third week.

A setback came when
{ Leicester Trades Union
} Council split on the issue
and voted narrowly against

support for the occupation.

The opposition was based
 largely on the view that the
occuplers were anti-union.

The occupiers strongly
deny this. They have
pointed out that their initial
insistence on an unem-
ployed-only presence in the

Apartheid-free zone

BY ROS CROUGHWELL

RESIDENTS in Leicester
have started a campign for
an apartheid-free zone in the
Highfields area of the town.

After their second picket
outside the main supermar-
ket, the management offered
to ‘negotiate’ the removal of
South African-labelled goods
from the store.

One of the pickers said:
"We have been picketing out-
side this busy supermarket
against the sale of South

‘occupation was necessary

in order that they could
organise the running of the
centre as an unemployed
centre.

Now that they feel they
are 1n a position to welcome
the presence of employed
workers in the occupation,
they anticipate the the
trades council’s attitude
will change.

The occupation already
has the support of the ex-
ecutives of local students’
unions and unemployed
groups from around the
country.

® PUBLIC MEETING at
the centre: Friday 10 April,
7p.m. Messages of support
should be sent to the Unem-
ployed Workers’ Centre, 138
Charles Street, Leicester.

African goods. Concessions
have been offered with a
view to removing goods
which are imported directly
from South Africa.

‘We feel this is a step for-
ward to reaching the cam-
paign’s objective — to make
Highfields an apartheid-free
zone.’ |

® The campaign would wel-
come suggestions from simi-
lar actions in the rest of the
country. Please to write to
AFZ (Highfields), 4 Earl
Howe Street, Leilcester.

. .y
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A FURTHER crisis has emerged in the Inner London
Education Authority (ILEA) in the middie of the education
crisis provoked by the Baker Bill.

Because of government cuts, the ILEA has to find over £100 million to
maintain present levels of staffing etc. Through ‘creative ¢ accounting they
have managed to reduce this to around £52,000,000. They then took a
decision not to fight the government, but to make a legal budget involving

£52,000,000 ‘paper cuts’.

- However these cuts are
not only on paper. The
ILEA have said that £9
million of this deficit will
be saved by re-deploying
so-called surplus secon-
dary school teachers to
junior and infant schools.

If the teacher-pupil ratio of
one t0-17.9 is strictly adhered
to, they say, the secondary
schools are over-staffed by
1,350, while vacancies in
junior schools are running at
about 500 and they therefore
intend to re-deploy teachers
from secondary to junior
schools. . |

This is a myth. |
FIRSTLY: Most teachers
will need re-training, which

takes one year. Of approx-

imately 200 posts for re-
training only some are re-
levant to junior or infant
work. This is a first problem
facing ILEA and the
teachers.

SECONDLY: Although
ILEA say there are 500
junior vacancies, in fact only
some of these will be avail-
able for those re-deployed

because many will be for

very specialist and experi-
enced teachers.

THIRDLY: They are still
advertising widely for new

teachers to enter ILEA fro
other areas. ~

. ..
ot s .. an- e .o TR . v T X el .
SRR SORSCUEE I, -~ N .'_"s#_ el ", LS "ty S
o - . SR et
X i : A “
:
O O ) i
3 R
x
* . d D
:
: ;

KENEER

FOURTHLY : The vancies in
the infant and junior schools
are not mainly because there
are not enough junior-
trained teachers, although
Keith Joseph’s cut-backs in
teacher training have contri-
buted to the shortage. The
main reason is because the
pay and conditions are
actually worse in junior

‘schools than in secondary
- schools. There are fewer

above-scale posts and there-
fore most teachers are on the
lowest scale.

The numbers in classes
have been rising due to the

rise in the birth rate, which

officials refuse to acknow-
ledge.

For example: Rathfern
Junior and Infants in
Lewisham are going to split
into two because of rising
numbers. This new bulge
will shortly be arriving in the
secondary schools.

Hackney has been adver-
tising for teachers in high
unemployment areas like
Scotland. When asked how
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these new teachers were to
be housed, the authority said
the Hackney teachers could
put them up!

The truth 1s that wages
and conditions have fallen so
low that teachers are not
taking the jobs. However

many are compulsorily re-

deployed the jobs will not

remained filled unless wages

and conditions are im-
proved.

The proposals for compul-
sory re-deployment there-
fore constitute a major
attack on educational stan-
dards and trade union condi-

tions carried out by a Labour

authority.

The implications of mov-
ing 1,350 teachers out of their
present schools are mind-
boggling. In my own school
34 out of approximately 100

staff — i.e. approximately

one third — received letters
informing them they were
identified as being Teachers
Above Authorised Numbers
(TAANS). :

This is not an unusual

case. Sydenham Girls school
in Lewisham has had 17 out
62 staff identfied. Warwick
Park school in Peckham has
had 60-70 staff identified out
of 120 — over half.

What does this mean

for these schools?

It means that class sizes
will return to the maximum
of 30, making individual
attention impossible, many
subjects will be taken out of
the curriculum or be offered
to very few .children.

Support staff for children
with special needs or slow
learners will hardly exist,
the pastoral side of the curri-
culum will be destroyed and
the new educational initia-
tives which Hargreave’s Re-
port recommended on im-
proving secondary schools
will be a joke.

Teaching staff are furious
and upset. Morale has never
been so low. Absenteeism is
rife. Teachers feel they have
been treated so disgustingly
that they are not coming into
school. Much of the fury is
because the unions have
been spurned by ILZA just
as Baker has spurned them
in imposing his new pay-and-
conditions Bill.

HAVING looked at some of

these myths, it important to
underline the principles be-

hind the opposition to com-

pulsory redeployment. In the

- 1970s there were falling num-

bers in the secondary
schools in Inner London. The
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ome myths about

educational arguments were
that this drop in numbers

“should enable smaller clas-

ses to function and thus im-

prove the quality of educa-

tion.

In the previous compul-

sory exercise in 1981, hun-
dreds of teachers were iden-
tified as being surplus.
There were no jobs to put
them into, so the majority
stayed in their sghools. If the

present 1,350 so-called sur-
plus teachers — mainly in.

secondary schools — are

compulsorily redeployed

only about 200 will actually
get jobs in different schools.

‘The ILEA is proposing the
rest will not be able to stay in
their schools as in 1981, but

would have to work outside

schools on ILEA initiatives
such as new methods of
assessment. These teachers

- would obviously be ear-

marked for redundancies in
the next round of cuts.

The ILEA have refused to
negotiate with the teaching
unions, the main one being
the NUT. This refusal has a
history of its own. The pre-
sent leadership of the NUT’s
Inner London Teachers'’
Association (ILTA) won their
positions In a fight against
the right wing of the Labour
Party working with the Sta-
linists, particularly over the
issue of compulsory rede-
ployment.

However, the national ex-
ecutive of the NUT supports
redeployment and will only
argue over the conditions
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which should be offered to
teachers facing compulsory
redeployment. S

The ILTA council called a
one-day strike over the Bak-
er Bill on 13 January which
was not santioned by the
NUT National Action Com-
mittee. This led to the NUT
executive demanding disci-
plinary action and suspend-
ing nearly 100 teachers on
the ILTA council. When the
union’s disciplinary panel
met the officers were given a
warning and the rest let off.
During this crucial period of
suspension from January to
the end of February the
ILEA refused to negotiate
with ILTA leaders but did
talk to the national executive
members over the heads of
the local leadership.

Since the reinstatement of
the ILTA leadership the-
NUT national officers have
appealed against the disci-
plinary panel’s decision to
clear the ILTA council mem-
bers. Now the ILTA council,
particularly the officers,
could face expulsion from
the union.

A lobby of ILEA by all
Inner London teachers was
called for Thursday 2 April.
But the national union action
committee said that only
TAANS (Teachers Above Au-
plus a
small delegation of other
teachers could attend.

This position immediately

~ splits the teachers between

those who still have a job and
the TAANS and weakens the
fight against ILEA which
can only be won by massive
united action.

ILEA has been taking a
hard line over the situation.
They have threatened to sus-
pend teachers who do not
follow the redeployment pro-
cedure and also to suspend
any teachers who walked out
without warning or who
acompany pupils.

Teachers should support
the London education de-
fence committee and the fol-
lowing demands: |

® No redeployment of
teaching staff!

@ Labour group stop doing
Tories’ dirty work!

® Support for strikes and
occupations by ILEA
workers! |

® No to privatisation and
asset-stripping!

SCHOOL students from all
over London supported the
struggle of their teachers
against redeployment. |
The crowd of enthusiastic
youth, ranging from 13 up-
wards, blocked the main entr-
ance to County Hall last week
before the police moved them

down the road — out of sight

of the public.
. However, -a well-organised

rally was held (thanks to the
Labour Party Young Social-
Ists) and speaker after speak-

-er surprised the ‘older com-

rades’ present with their intri-
cate knowledge of present
political events. | noted that
only LPYS members men-
tioned the Labour Party —
others talked of ‘getting rid of
Thatcher and her rotten
system.’ e e
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS

, e Della Chiaie, charged with
having helped plot the 1980

: Y Bologna station bombing in
R which 85 people died, had
been wanted for 17 years in
connection with fascist ter-
die e ror and conspiracies.

He fled Italy in 1970 after a
failed fascist coup led by
Prince Valerio Borghese.
There were suggestions at
the time that someone in the
Italian security services had
tipped Chiaie off in time for
him to escape arrest.

The December 1969 bomb-
ing of the Milan Agricultural
Bank, crowded lunchtime
with workers cashing
paycheques, Kkilling 16 peo-
ple, 1s alleged to have been
Chiaie’s handiwork. <

{ At the time, police tried to
frame an anarchist for the
bombing. It is thoughf the
w fascists planned, in col-

laboration with secret police

chiefs and right-wing milit-
| e - ary officers to prepare the
Hunger strike
[ ' | ;.
in Bolivia

atmosphere for their right-
TWO THOUSAND Bolivian

wing coup. | .

The fascists resumed their
miners and railway workers
have been on hunger strike

‘strategy of tension’ a de-

cade later, bombing a train
carrying trade unionists on

for the past ten days in pro-

test against government

policy. The executive secret-

an excursion, and then car-
ary of the Central Obrera

rying out the Bologna atroc-
ity. The latter was part of a

Boliviana (COB) said in the

capital, La Paz. that 150

Europe-wide campaign by
trade union leaders had

neo-Nazis, including the
joined the hunger strike.

Fascist terror
boss captured

ITALY’s most wanted
fascist terrorist, Stefano
Delle Chiaie, was being
questioned at a top secur-
ity prison in northern Ita-
ly last week, after being
captured in Venezuela.

o .
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lumpen street thug recruited
by Rome fascists, was earn- -
iIng promotion working for ;
right-wing dictatorships in
Latin America. ‘ i,

Calling  himself proudly
‘the Fiance of Death’, he led :
a gang of fascists from j
Europe that was brought in i
by Bolivia’s Banzer regime :
In 1980, to combine fascist )
ideology, drug racketeering, _
and running death squads
against the Left. : :

All this time, Chiaie had
powerful patrons in Italy and
abroad. He was linked with
the now-outlawed P2 maso- ;
nic lodge whose fugitive
head, Licio Gelli, is being i
tried in absentia for involve-
ment in the Bologna
bombing.

In 1982, Italian investiga- |
tors traced Chiaie to Buenos
Aires, but could not touch
him because he enjoyed pro- 7’
tection from a P2 member in
the Argentine military.

On Friday, March 27, fol-
lowing ‘a tip-off, Venezuelan
police went to a flat in Cara-
cas where Delle Chiaie was
staying. The ‘Fiance of
Death’ was felled by a ka- \
rate blow from a police-
woman.

~ On the Monday, officers of
Venezuela’s Department of
Intelligence, Security and
Prevention took him to Cara-
cas airport, handing him.
over to eleven Italian police
officers who had come to
escort him home for trial.

There is little doubt that if
the full facts of Delle
Chiaie’s career and influen-
tial backers come out, the
reverberations will shake
powerful interests, not only
1n Italy, but internationally.

- SANTIAGO, Chile, 24 March 1987: Demonstrators — and a video camera crew — try to get out of
the way of water cannon, as the Pinochet regime’s police break up yet another demonstration by
deflant trade unionists challenging the military dictatorship. -

PV

threatened with execution on the same pretext.

All the prisoners in the San Miguel prison
have been seriously weakened by the atro-
clous conditions: 38 women and two small
children are kept in an area equipped for ten

people.

- The hunger strike has been timed to coincide
with the expected visit of the Pope. Relatives
have asked in vain that the Pope visit one of
the prisons. |

B

ALL Chile’s 431 political prisoners have been
on hunger strike since mid-March, and for the
past fortnight 135 of them have been on thirst
strike as well.
- They are demanding to be put in one unit.
They aiso want unlimited visiting time for
relatives and the abolition of special military
courts and the death penalty. e
Fourteen prisoners are to be executed in
connection with last year’s unsuccessful
attempt on Pinochet’s life, and another 34 are

.
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Munich ‘Oktoberfest’ bomb-
ing, and a planned bombing
at the Notting Hill carnival.

Meanwhile Delle Chiaie,
who started his career as a
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'SWEDEN: BIG BA

A MASSIVE campaign' is being” waged in S\neden to

reinstate into the coppermining union the chairman of

~“Norrbotten branch in the north of the country.

This copperminers’ elected leader was expelled by the bureaucracy of
his union and sacked from his job as a result of a strike he led last October.

The 450 miners stopped
work at the privately
owned Boliden mine in a

ten i1s an underdeveloped
province, based on narrow
production of raw materials
— iron and copper ore — and
suffering high unemploy-
ment, low wages, and
emigration. S

The downturn of the eco- -

b

FROM LARS KARLSSON
IN STOCKHOLM _

ance blocked the govern-
ment politics for about six
years.

When SAP (Social Demo-
cratic Workers Party) suc-
ceeded In winning the 1982
election, they did so betause

“they made some far-

tical project, that would
hopefully stop this down-
ward tendency. They formed
an association based on a
minimum platform and cal-
led it MAF (Workers League
Association). And it was a

- suecess. More.than two hun- .

LE ATSM

dred applied for mem-
bership.

Together with workers
that were tired of the bet-
rayal of the so-called work-
ers parties, the Swedish sec-
tion — SF (Socialist League)
— put forward a programme
that would raise the temper-
ature of the struggle.

The programme was not in

sson as a person.

The short lived strike was
met by a powerful counter
response from the mass
media but most of all from

--------------------------

- With a mixture  of prom-

/

ises a‘nd threats"the trade

union bureaucracy suc-
ceeded in putting an end to

this strike that lasted only "

for three days. It was a uni-
que stike because it was led
by a chairman of the local
union. And that was against
laws od the Swedish labour
market. At the same time it
was an ‘illegal’,” so-called
wild-cat strike.

try. Today there isn’t any
strong working group that on
their own can resist and
challenge the ruling of capit-
al and its servant, the gov-

ernment. Probably the fight-
_Ing spirit must come from ..
south and spread north. But -

- struggle |
tinues and the heat of the

the main point is that the
T con-

battle is rising in Sweden,
like in all other countries
owing to the fall in the rate of
profit . for monopoly capi-
talism. -

As revoutionary socialists
we must intensify our
efforts, because we stand as

rime minister Olaf Palme
new about the deals. |
In January, the head of the
Swedish Arms Export Con-
trol office fell in

vestigators.

-
3
N
- .

ont of a
- tube train just before he was
. due- to be questioned by in-
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struggle against com- | 1ts.eltf datprogtxl'ammg l_that The bureaucracy was Rosa Luxemburg said, be- !
! par}y plans for Speed-up nomy demanded a govern- reach@ng promises. They (:ll? elt S%V}/%I’eds tSSCIfaolrsg;’ frightened of this movbément ;(‘:’cieaelir;mbarbarlsm and ji
which would mean the ment policy that confronted promised, among other through a revolutionary un- it could spread to other sec- | ,_ i
sacking of 150 men and the claim of the workers for things, to develop Norrbot- - jted front, demands (state tions of society. A national | '
shorten the mine’s life by =~ Work under satisfactory con-  ten. The SAP won massive . owneq mineral- and metal protest movement against R ) f
| 30 years. ditions. The process started support from people in the company, for planned min- austerity plans with mass swedlsh ]
| | slowly 1n.the-1a.te seventles, wied. . ing and refinement, threw - support was something the ~. -
On 21 October 1986 the when a coalition between During that time the Swed- * confiscation of capital of the  capitalists, the ruling party . - ;
: workers at a small copper- liberal and conservative par-  jsh section of IWL (Interna- speculation economy) that and the trade union -~ o i
I mine in north Sweden voted ties had managed to defeat, tional Workers League) would function as & lever bureaucracy feared deep in weapons B
! unanimously to fight against  after more than 40 years, the managed to recruit a hand- agpainst the ‘economic their hearts. Because of that, o i - i
% the sackings and the com- social democratic govern- fy] of hardworking men and counter-revoltuion’. the intervention against min- - ks
! pany’s predatory plans. = ment. women in this northern pro- ers were quick and mercy- r ow §
~ These plans were a harsh - - Now began a hard battle vince. | oﬂ . less. | | | | !
blow against a region that between the open capitalist In government the SAP ensive Lars Karlsson was a SWEDEN’s Nobel Imdus- )
1 during the last ten years had  government and workers betrayed its promises with a threat to the ‘Swedish mod- ¢ries. whose founder also | %
| lost thousands of jobs, most- who strongly believed that gsevere austerity plan and These claims was addres- el’, and therefore the owner ggarted the famous Peace gt
ly In the mining industry. the social democratic party  shocked workers. =~ sed against the offensive of of the mine and the trade. ‘Prize, has begun giving de- ,_;

| The community’s wealth de- would. solve all their trou- Thousands of workers in capitalism. union bureaucracy acted faile of multomillion armes )
ended solely on the well- bles, on the other side. the north lost their jobs and MAF managed to get a together. | smuggling operations by its i
eing of lfhese mines. The government together were forced to move. The seat in the local town coun- First Lars Karlsson was ex- Bofors weapons subsidiary. 3

| The Boliden strike wasina - with the bosses tried forcing  parties to the left of SAP had ¢il. The ‘working population pelled from his chair- -~ Nobel’s chairman Lars- ;f,;
E sense the beginning of the the workers to accept in- pgo answer. now knew what MAF stood manship as a trade union Erik Thunholm said they ¥
, end for a region whose work- - creased exploitation and loss, The ironmines were in fOT. - leader and denied his mem- were ‘highly regrettable in- {
ers had a class-conscious of jobs. This was met by ‘deep trouble and sacked peo-  Meantime the prices of bership of the union and cidents in our company’s his-
tradition. powerfl.ﬂ demOnStrathns" ple 1n large numbers. There R copper ore had started to fall some d.ays later he got fired tory‘.’ | | R . i

_ This found its strongest ex-  Which stopped the sackings g 55710 a0tion of great im- on the world market. And from his employment by the - More than 60 cargoes of .

pression in 1969-1970, when but only for a couple of ;4 00 when the privately owned company. | arms from Sweden went to )

9,000 miners at a state- Years. The only mine that pros- coppermine, Boliden, went - But the miners, who had the Middle East on Danish

owned mine went on strike | '. pered in our provinces was a public with its reduction elected him as their leader, ships since the Iran-Iraq war i

for more than two months. Strong coppermine, Aitik. And one Plans, the workers re- still had great confidence in started, Danish seamen’s

This strike crushed the . of the members, Lars Karl- sponded with a forceful him, although they chose to leader Henrik Berlau re- 3

myth of the ‘welfare state’ Norrbotten had by cause of  sson, of the Swedish section ‘NO!’ In head of this move- return to their work. He rep- vealed a fortnight aggt- ] 3

and the ‘Swedish model’ and  its underdevelopment be- of IWL was moving up in the ment stood a member of IWL  resented in spite of their re-  Robot-70 anti-aircraft mis- \

was at the same time a bat- come a central battlefield ynion. This section was now and MAF, Lars Karlsson. turn their genuine interests. siles were shipped "io il:llga' g

tle against the social- between labour and capital the only party that could But the main point was that During this strike the PoreilBOforlsllgbema Sh, ow- S
democratic government. in Sweden. But the capital- ‘claim’ {o be inthe vanguard the workers accepted the other parties to the left were ingl)t l‘:y..w“ 1B hll:ei-: 'p‘!::;’d_ \

To understand the short istsdidn’t actually wantthat of the workers. The other = programme of MAF. exposed. They either openly ‘;)l ub:ilnaninte?xde?l tzog' the

strike in October 1986 one because they met strong parties disappeared like  The mobilization of the or clandestinely attacked the Euﬁ. warg | ;

has to go back some years to militant workers, perhaps Jeaves in a winter storm.  mineworkers occurred be- way which MAF and Lars Swedish law bans arms $

the outbreak of the 1975 cri-  the strongest working group  A¢ tpa¢ time. spring 1984, hind transitional demands. Karlsson acted. <hivments to conflict zones

‘sis, which hit the region like n our country. . some members of IWL and It was the programme that The defeat of this strike Bofors arms firm bosses k

: t- ‘The workers’ firm resist- th 1 hed a new poli- Wwas at stake, not Lars Karl- i - L

a sledgehammer. Norrho others, launc PO was also a defeat of a coun- have claimed murdered ;
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UNDER SIEGE

SHATILA refugee camp in Lebanon was
the scene of more deaths last Sunday.

Starving women and children tried to march

Shatila. scene of mas-
sacre by Israeli-backed
Christian Falangists in
1982. 1s one of the smal-
lest camps in Lebanon.
The death toll from the
recent siege has reached

100. 4
The canmip has been under -

constant bombardment by
the tanks and heavy guns of
the Shi'ite Amal militia and
the Sixth Brigade of the
Lebanese Army =since
November 1986.

‘Difference

The main ditferance be-
tween Shatila and Bour]
Barajneh 1s that no one is

allowed to leave Shatila for -

any reason.
It i1s believed in some quar-
ters that the Syrians are de-
liberately Keeping up the
slege .on Shatila so that theyv
have some kind of bargain-
ing card to trv and stop
Palestinian groups uniting at
the forthcoming Palestine
National Council (PNCh.

- At present the Svyvrian reg-

out of the camp but were fired upon, resulting in
five more deaths.

BY PETER RICKARD

ime i1s promoting the Salva-
tion Front which 1s based in
Damascus in an attempt to

bring the Palestinians under

their control. .

However. there are hopes
that Palestinian unity could
be restored - when the PNC
meets in Algiers. The Demo-
cratic Front for the Libera-
tion of Palestine has been
engaged in talks with Yassir
Aratat’'s Fatah movement.
and there is a possibility

George Habbash's Popular

Front might join in.

This would leave only the
openly Syrian-run groups
and. Abu Nidal's renegade
faction outside the fold.

As the siege of the camps
continues, fighters from
some of the Salvation Front
attiliates have had to join
with other Palestinians re-
s1sting.

The Salvation Front will

only become more discre-
dited if it remains under
tutelage of a regime that has
continued supporting those
besieging Palestinian
camps.

Navef Hawatmeh of the

Arafat’'s comeback.

Democratic Front accused
Amal In January of aiming
to become ‘sole master of the
south, militarily and politi-
cally,’ so that it could serve
as ‘Israel’s border guard’.

The Syrian occupation of
Beirut was carried out after
secret consultations with the
United States ambassador in
Lebanon, according to Arab
sources. There have also
been reports that the US
offered economic aid to
Svria. provided it stopped
PLO leaders returning to
Lebanon.

Acts

One of the first acts . of
Syrian troops on entering
West Beirut was the cold-
blooded slaughter of 23 pro-
Iranian Hezbollah suppor-
ters taken out of premises
they had been using. Unlike
the rival Amal.
Shi‘ites had been helping the
Palestinians.

~ According to the well-
informed Paris-based ‘Israel
and Palestine’ magazine. top

Israeli and Syrian officials

met secretly three times in
January and February this
year. The magazine savs
they discussed the war of the
camps. how to tighten up
Lebanon’'s borders against
Palestinians and Iranians.
and
Egyvptian-Israeli-Syrian re-
lations.

~ Aegeanoil
-stand-off

THE Greek and Tur-
kish governments step-
ped back from a con-
frontation last week
over oll. rights in the
Aegean sea. But the
problem has not been
solved. and could blow
up again.

The Turkish seismic re-

- search vessel 'Sismik 1°
had been due to sail under

close naval escort for wa-
ters otf the Greek islands
Limnos and
Samothrace.

The move was called off
when the Greek government
gave assurances that neither
1t nor the North Aegean Pet-
roleum Corporation. in
which it recently decided to
take a major share. would
commence drilling in dis-
puted waters eleven miles
east of Thasos island.

‘Our resolute stand made
Greece see reason’. asserted
a banner headline in the Tur-
kish daily ‘Hurrivet' last
Sunday: whereas the Greek

daily "Ethnos’ bragged:
‘Turks with tails between
their legs.’

Both Greece and Turkey

‘are NATO members. During

this three-day crisis. the
Greek airforce and navy had
been on alert. bombers
flying north from Souda bay
base on Crete. Turkish
warships taking part in
NATO’s ‘Sea Wolf' exercise
in the Black Sea were di-
verted to the Aegean.

Greek prime minister
Papandreou demanded clo-
sure of operations at the US
Nea Makri base, near
Athens, charging that US
naval communications were
assisting the Turks.

In 1976, following an ear-
lier dispute over Aegean.oil
prospecting rights, Greece

and Turkey signed the Berne
agreement, pledging to re-
frain from any action which

might prejudice negotiations

over the area.

But in 1981, talks on the
continental shelf broke up.
and the Greek government
has since resumed drilling.

The North Aegean Pet-

roleum Company. at present

a Canadian-led consortium.
has been producing 27.000
barrels a dav from the Pri-
mos oilfield. off Thasos.
mainly for the Greek domes-
tic market.

On Februafy 24. North Ae-

gean s chairman Charles
Parmelee told an Athens

- press conference called to

Ooppose nationalisation. that
his company would begin ex-
plorations east of Thasos on
March 28.

Rights

On March 25, Greece’s
national day, Papandreou
declared Greece was ready
to fight for its rights in the
Aegean. Although Turkish
premier Ozal was away get-
ting medical treatment in
the United States, his gov-
ernment replied in equally
aggressive terms.

There are about 3,000 is-
lands in the Aegean, mostly
Greek. The 1923 Lausanne
Treaty awarded islands to
Greece which in many cases
lie within sight of the Tur-
kish mainland, hemming its
coast in.

The Greek government
wants to claim its continen-
tal shelf rights from around
the islands, and declare a
12-mile territorial limit

around them. The Turkish

government has licensed the
state-owned Turkey Pet-

‘roleum Company, TPC. to

prospect in what it says are
international waters.

It is piobably nc coinci-

dence that this sabre-
rattling confrontation be-
tween NATO allies comes as
both Greek and Turkish gov-

‘ernments have deep prob-

lems at home.
In Greece there have been

- general strikes against the

so-called ‘Socialist’ Papan-
dreou’s austerity measures.
In Turkey, over 90,000 work-
ers have been on strike this
month, and trade unionists
are fighting for full demo-
cratic rights.

Turkish Economics Minis-

- ter Ali Bozer is touring Com-
mon Market capitals this |

week to press his govern-
ments wish to apply for EEC

membership. His govern- |

ment has blamed Greece for
opposition to the application.

But Turkish oppositionists,
as well as EEC trade unions
and Labour parties have
been saying Turkey must
restore democratic rights
before it can qualify for
entry.

‘During the Aegean flare-
up, islanders on Mytilene,
within firing range of Tur-
key, called off a ten-day
strike against government
plans to close their teacher
training college. The local
‘Dad’s Army’ turned out on
the beaches with World War
IT weapons to repel any inva-
sion.

In the Dardanelles, Tur-
kish crowds turned out to
cheer the Sismik 1 as it put to
sea. In Ankara, supporters
of . right-wing premier Ozal,
whose regime has jailed hun-
dreds of trade unionists, pre-
pared to mobilise a massive
patriotic crowd to greet Ozal
on his return.

With neither capitalist
government having aban-
doned its conflicting claims,
and each having tasted the
advantages of a war scare
for diverting attention at
home, the Aegean conflict is
unlikely to be resolved for
some time.
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last week. The two leading trade unions, the UGT and the CCCO, are fighting for wage increases

of more than fifty percent.

EMILIO HELLIN
MORO, the fascist who
murdered the Trotskyist
activist Yolanda Gon-
zalez, has escaped from
Zamora jail, where he
was serving a sentence of
43 years’ imprisonment.

Yolanda Gonzalez was an ac-
tive member of the PST
(Partido Socialista de los
Trabajadores), the Spanish
section of the International
Workers' League (LIT).

Prominent in the student
protests that rocked Spain in

-

Poison

trial
fury

ANGRY demonstrators
chased mass poisoning trial
defendant Adela Jaruta
down the street, screaming
‘murderess’, during the
lunch adjournment on the
opening day of Spain’s cook-
ing oil trial last week.

Other defendants who
emerged from the Madrid
courthouse with their
lawyers were pelted with
stones, and some bottles of
the contaminated oil that
brought the case.

Most of the demonstrators
were relatives of victims, or
maimed survivors them-
selves, of the mass poisoning
for profit..

More than 600 people have
died in what was thought at
first to be a mystery

epidemic when it appeared

early in 1981. More than
20,000 more have suffered
symptoms such as wasting

limbs, chest and breathing-.

problems, spasms and skin
complaints. |

About 4,000 people are hav-
ing to have psychotherapy

for mental and nervous suf-
fering caused by the experi-

ence.

Experts found a correla-
tion between the spread of
the toxic syndrome and the
use of an industrial oil that
had been sold to people as
cooking oil.

‘The correlation between

the illness and the oil is so
impressive it is the only vi-
able theory,’ said health ex-
pert Dr Manuel Posado.

Most of the victims were in

{ poor working-class families,

many of them on housing
estates around Madrid.

The oil was rapeseed oil
treated with aniline for in-
dustrial use, and bought
cheaply in France by impor-
ter Juan Miguel Bengochea,
of San Sebastian. He is ac-

cused of selling it to

whelesalers, knowing they

-would refine it and alter it to

resemble olive oil.

The oil was mostly sold in
five-litre bottles by door-to-
door salesmen who told
housewives it was good qual-
ity olive oil from Andalusia.

1979-1980 -~ protests which
the PST helped to lead — she
was murdered «by a death
squad headed by Hellin
Moro, who kidnapped her
and shot her repeatedly in
the head. »

Her body was abandoned

- on a minor road in the Mad-
rid suburbs in February

1980.

The intention was clearly
to intimidate the students
and workers in struggle. But
the murderers did not suc-
ceed. |

The PST led a great mass
mobilisation that was sup-

- ported by the student move-

ment and trade unions as
well as most of the political
parties. .

The demand for justice
forced the government to
arrest Hellin Moro even
though Martinez Loza, head
of the fascist pro-Franco
group in which Hellin Moro
was also prominent, was let
off ‘the hook.

During 1981 and 1982 the
fascists tried to make Hellin
Moro an ‘anti-communist’
hero. The PST headed a
mobilisation of workers and
students that occupied the
court where Hellin Moro was
tried and prevented his sym-
pathisers’ using the trial as a
platform.

On 2 June 1982 Hellin Moro
was found guilty of kidnap-
ping, murder, and posses-
sion of large quantities of
ammunition, arms, and ex-
plosives.

In the past five years he
has made two attempts to
escape. Hence his transfer to

‘the Zamora jail, all_egedly

Murderer of Spanish
' TrOtSkYiSt escapes {

‘safer’, in 1985.

The real reason for his
transfer was to give the

judge, José Donato Sanz,

fameus for his leniency to-
wards fascists, an opportun-

ity to provide legal cover for

Hellin Moro’s escape.

On 2 January 1987 Hellin
Moro asked to be allowed to
visit his family. The prison
authorities refused. But on
12 February the judge re-
versed this decision and
allowed Hellin Moro to leave.

prison on 20 February.-

Clearly this is part of a
political message from the.
Spanish ruling class to both
the working class and the
fascists.

Spain is currently being
rocked by strikes of miners
and dockers, as well as by
massive students’ struggles.
Now those in struggle have:

- been warned that death

squads are going to be used
against them once more.

To the fascists the mes-
sage is even clearer: they
can proceed to murder activ-
ists with impunitv.

The PST has denounced
the hypocrisy of the
bourgeois courts and the
government, which on the
one hand maintain ‘strict

- security’ measures against

political prisoners of the left
— like the separatist Bas-
ques — and on the other hand
let a fascist murderer walk
out of jail. |
The PST has called for a
campaign to mobilise work-
ers and students to demand
justice and prepare for the
future repression that Hellin

Moro’s escape seems to
herald.

‘ Unemployment

In Soviet Asia

‘A MILLION Idle Hands’,
was how the Soviet paper
‘Selskaya Zhiizn’ headed
a recent report on the
economic and social
problems of the Central

Asian republic of Uzbe-

kistan.

‘In Central Asia, employ-
ment of the rural population
is the question of questions’,
according to Uzbek econom-

ist R. Ubaidullayeva writing

in the agricultural paper.

‘In Uzbekistan alone,
according to incomplete
data, one can count about
one million idle hands.’

The Uzbek republic has a
population of 18.4 million, of
which 7.7 million live in the
towns and 10.7 million in the
countryside.

About 40 per cent of the

| population is of working age,

about seven million people,
but only six million are em-
ployed.

Besides having ancient
cities like Bokhara and
Samarkand, Uzbekistan is
an important cotton-growing

‘region. About a million peo-

ple work on state farms and
another million on collec-

- social

tives.

According to the ‘Selskaya
Zhizn’ article, most of the
unemployed are in the rural
areas. The people have a
high birth rate. They are
reluctant to move to the
cities for both cultural and
reasons, the writer
says. -

Soviet economic planners
have been slow to recognise
the needs of the people by
developing small industry in
rural areas, Ubaidullayeva
says, and this has been a
problem in Central Asia
generally.

The broader issue is that
while Central Asian popula-
tion grows, Soviet industry
and planning has remained
concentrated in the Russian
areas, in line with political
power.

- @ A quarter of a million peo-

ple are out of work in Soviet
Azerbaijan, according to a
report In ‘Sotzialistiches-
kaya Industriya’.

The authorities are trying
to move jobless workers to
Siberia, but the Soviet paper
reports Azerbaijanis resent
the move, and want to stay in
their southern Caucusus
homeland.
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‘Conspiracy’

~ CHIPS DOWN FOR TRADE WAR?

The threat of all-out
- trade war between the
United States and

Japan, with Britain

brought in too, upset
stock: markets last
week. |
- President Reagan, the
champion of capitalist
free trade, had responded

to protectionist pressure
by announcing a 100 per

cent tariff on $300 million

- worth of Japanese elec-
tronic products.

The-goods, including tele-
vision sets and computers,
allegedly contained mic-
rochips ‘dumped’ at uneco-
nomic prices. Japanese
semiconductor manufactur-
ers denied this, claiming
they had stuck to an agree-
ment. :

In London, there was talk

of retaliation against
Japanese banks and Japan
Air Lines, unless Cable and
Wireless is allowed to bid for

Japanese telecommunica-

tions business.
With no less than 58

Japanese banks operating in
- the City of London, and

Japanese investment in
manufacturing, repercus-
sions from such a stand
could be considerable.

US manufacturers have
been complaining that data
chips bought cheaply in
Tokyo are supplied to elec-
tronics manufacturers in

Hong Kong, Taiwan and

- Singapore, and that US firms

cannot compete. The US

‘tariff measure, due to take
effect on April 17, is sup-.
posedly aimed at persuading
Japanese companies to halt J-

this trade. -

i
2

Bpt the Japanese com-
“panies say they have been

doing their best, and thé_ six

- Tapesdon't
bring music to US
- business ears!

- NEW digital audio tapes'Said |

to be so good you can’t tell
taped copies from original
recordings, are being with-
eld from the US market
while manufacturers find a
way of ‘spoiling’ them.
Japanese manufacturers
fear the US record com-
panies will succeed in per-
suading Congress to legis-
late against digital tape re-
corders otherwise.
~In Europe, Philips NV,
which says it has the technol-
ogy to produce the digital
tapes, wants to hold them
back while it continues to
make good profits from com-
pact disc sales.
Arguing that digital audio
tapes would ‘confuse the con-
sumer’ just now, Philips is
negotiating with Japanese
competitors to delay the
- tapes’ appearance on the US
and European markets.

Dutch

- The Dutch firm has lob-
bi€d the EEC Commission to
put up barriers against tapes
entering Europe. Its US sub-
sidiary Polygram has lined
-try -
legislation. = -

Digital recorders work by
electronically ‘sampling’ a
sound more than 40,000 times
a second. A number is

assigned each fragment of

sound and put on a tape or
disc. The numbers are read
and reproduced as sound.

up with the US music indus-

HMLAIE LS IMUSIC Inqus- . - Japanese manufacturers gre
y.-te lobby Congress’ for i! g

“likely “toifitroduce ‘spoi
devices to block illegal

There is no record surface
to wear, and the inevitable
noise from imperfections in
ordinary tapes or discs does
not occur. Reproduction is

said to be almost perfect.
The record companies say it

is too perfect.

 US entertainment cohii-_:'

panies claim they lose $1.5
billion each year from unau-
thorised copying, and would
face even bigger losseg once
digital audio tape recorders
are available. .

Digital

Although the new digital
recorders are high-priced —
over £1,000 — companies
predict prices will drop: la-
ter, as has happened with
compact disc players.

‘To refrain from produc-

tion due to objections about

software — that would be
technological regression’,
observes Akira Nagano of
Matsushita Electric, makers
of Panasonic goods.

‘But to avoid protectionist
measures from US and
European governments re-
sponding to pressure, the

- +r,

.copying. ' ‘

So digital audio tapes

could join the apocryphal
100-mile carburettor and
long-lasting light bulbs as a
real-life example of capital-
ism blocking its own tech-
nological progress.

months since they reached
agreement with the US is too
short a time to judge from.

Japanese trade minister
Hajime Tamura last week

called the US action ‘regrett-

able’, and urged emergency
talks. If the tariffs were im-
posed, Japan would take
‘appropriate measures’ he
warned. |

Japanese prime minister

' Nakasone is due in Washing- -

ton on April 30 for scheduled
talks with Reagan. US offi-

clals were last week suggest-

ing agreement might be

-reached before the tariff

LT A L .

..........

WEST GERMAN ébhdol pupils fight for their future. In
the Ruhr steel town of Oberhausen, where the Thys-

- comes into effect, to prepare

for the summit. Japanese
newspapers reported a plan
to buy multimillion dollar US
supercomputers to head off
sanctions.

The US trade deficit with
Japan last year reached
nearly $60 billion. Elections

are coming, with the Demo-

crats taking a protectionist
stand. Reagan is under
pressure. At the same time,
as Japanese industrial jobs
decline, there is the begin-
ning of resentment there
against being pushed around
too much to help rival coun-
try’s capitalists.
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sen company plans mass sackings, these are some of
the youth who joined thousands of steelworkers in a
mass demonstration on March 18. -

- South African varsity war effort

ONE at least of South
"Africa’s universities is
‘doing its bit’ for the ra-

cist regime’s war effort,

despite being the scene of
many a stydent protest.
At the University of the

Witwatersrand, Johannes-
burg, final-year engineering

students are asked at the

- beginning of their year to
choose a design project to

which they will devote eight |

weeks’ work.

One student chose a pro-
ject described as involving
‘Control Theory’. No further
details were given.

To his surprise, after he
had sat his final exams he
was asked. to -sign-a docu-
ment binding him to sécrecy.

- Only then did he learn the
full specification of his pro-

ject. It was to design a con-

stant-recoil damping system
for an unspecified device fir-
ing 600 rounds per minute
from an airborne vehicle.

For helicopter gunships
perhaps?

Too late

The student discussed the
matter with  his supervisor
and expressed objections.
He was told it was too late.
Project allocations had been
finalised and no further

" cholices were available.

- The student was in effect

told that if he refused the

military project — under the
auspices of South Africa’s
Councdil for Scientific and In-
dustrial Research (CSIR) —

‘he would not graduate.

He later found out that stu-
dents in previous classes had
been involved in similar pro-
Jects and that the mechanic-
al engineering department
at Witwatersrand regularly
gave CSIR projects to stu-
dents.

Professor Roy Marcus,
head of the department at
the time, now heads the uni-
versity’s engineering facul-
ty. He 1s also an officer in the
South African armed forces.

Marcus has tried unsuc-
cessfully to start a cadet
force at the university. He

faces growing unpopularity

from students, many of
whom have experienced
brutal attacks from the
police during anti-Apartheid

demonstrations.

Story

The student’s story is told

in the current issue of ‘Resis-

ter’, published by the Com-
mittee on South African War
Resistance (COSAWR)
(available from COSAWR,
BM Box 2190, London WCIN
3XX.)

It shows there is a good
case for challenging

academic links with the

apartheid state as well as
more. obvious economic
ones. " - o

hunt

A BIZARRE new WeStern import has caught the
~imagination of many middle-class Japanese.

Antisemitism along the lines of Europe’s notorious
‘Protocols’ has emerged to provide worried petty-
bourgeois with an explanation of why, all of a sudden,

capitalism has problems.

‘If You Understand the
Jews You Can Understand
the World’, claims the title of
a paperback reported to
have sold nearly a million

copies. The book’s subtitle is

‘1990 Scenario for the Final
Economic War’.

Author Masami Uno, who

describes himself as a
Christian fundamentalist,
claims that all the big US

banks, and corporations like

General Motors, Standard

O1l, Du Pont and IBM, are
‘Jewish’-controlled.

Uno blames Jews for the
high value of the yen hitting
Japanese exports, and for
South Korea undercutting
Japanese industry.

Another publication,' ‘His-
tory Textbook’ magazine,
blames the ‘Jew’ Nelson
Rockefeller for causing the
Watergate affair, and ‘Jew-
iIsh’ o0il companies for the
Lockheed scandal, which

brought down former Prime
Minister Tanaka on bribery

charges.
Like Nazi propaganda

minister Goebbels, the au-

thors clearly believe that
they ‘decide who is a Jew’,
since they name many peo-
ple as such who are not Jew-
1sh at all, in order to con-
struct their ‘conspiracy’
theories.

According to the weekly
magazine ‘Bunshun’, a sur-
vey of Tokyo bookshops
found most of the buyers for
such literature are white col-
lar staff attracted by covers

claiming to explain Japan’s.

current economic problems.

The emergence of this

sifrange phenomenon in
Japan seems to bear out Sar-

tre’s bon mot that ‘if the Jew-
- did not exist, the antisemite.
would have toinvent him’; as

well as the materialist
analysis of antisemitism as a
product of capitalist crisis.

During World War 11, offi-
cial attempts to organise an
antisemitic movement to im-
press Japan’s Nazi allies had
limited success, since there
was no tradition to build on,

- and most Japanese were

mystified what it was all
about. | |

The Japanese occupiers in
China left the Jews there
alone, and even helped some
refugees. Nowadays, there

are about 1,000 Jews living in

Japan, with little prominen-
ce in the society. |

Japanese peple abroad
have been targets for rac-

‘1sm, particularly in the US

West Coast, and this was
exacerbated by the imperial-
ist Second World War.

- However, racism is no
stranger to Japan. It has

been applied against the Ko-
rean minority, the aborigin-
al Ainu in the north, and the
eto, or buraku, — not a ‘race’
or ethnic minority at all, but
descendants of an ‘untouch-
able’ caste in feudal Japan,
living in slum ghettos and
doing the ‘dirty’ jobs in capi-
talist Japan, and subject to
discrimination.

Recently, there have been
reports of anti-immigrant
racism directed at Filipinos,
Thais, and others who have
come to Japan for work.
There are the usual cries
that the immigrants ‘smell’,
that they are to blame for
crime, and that there are

- ‘too many’ of them.

Another sign of the times
perhaps, was Tory prime
minister Nakasone’s remark

“last year to appreciative

businessmen supporters,

B
\\\\\\

NAKASONE
that America had a lower

literacy and intelligence
quota than Japan because of

‘race mixing’.
(Nakasone later insisted,

- not_altogether convincingly,
- that he’d been misquoted.

This was after Black Amer-
ican leaders had said they’d

~call a boycott campaign

against Japanese goods.)
Japan’s competitors are
bound to see the opportunity
to exagerrate any discredit-
ing features of Japanese
society in the media.

Nevertheless, Japanese
capitalism faces real prob-
lems of US protectionism
and world depression, with
growing unemployment. Im-
perialist-bred xenophobia is
directed first at the ‘inferior’
Aslan immigrants.

-‘But as elsewhere, a middle
class feeling the crisis for
the first time looks for some
kind of explanation of what’s
going wrong, other than
capitalism itself. Here, ‘con-

spiracy theory’ comes in,

and it seems Japan has im-

- ported a classical European

form.

Brazil police kil
homeless

A BRAZILIAN worker
whose crime was that he
could not afford rent, and
tried to provide a home for
his family, was shot dead by
Sao Paulo police last week.

Adao da Silva, 28, had built
a shack for his pregnant wife
and four children on empty
municipal land in a working
class district of this rich city.

The police, members of a
special municipal guard set
up by Sao Paulo mayor Janio

Quadros supposedly to deal

with crime and violence,
went into the Guaianazes
district burning down squat-
ters’ shacks.

When people protested, the
police opened fire, killing
Adao and wounding several
others.

Up to _10:0,000 ho,mélessh

| p‘éople.have moved on to

empty land in Sao Paulo dur-
ing the past month. They are
demanding that the govern-
ment allow them to stay and
build houses.

In northern Brazil’s Para
state last week, the people of
the small town of Castanhal
staged a minor revolt after
hearing that a local youth

“had died in police custody.

- The 17-year old lad, held -
accused of stealing a paint-

brush, was apparently
beaten to death at the hands
of the police. | »

Outraged people stormed
through the town, burning
down the prison, police sta-

tion, courthouse and police- -

men’s houses, before being
driven back by police using
tear gas. = . |
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‘What is to be Done?”
— 85 years on

COMMENT BY

SHAUN PATRICK-MAY

THE Fourth International can-
not be reconstructed without a
firm theoretical grasp of the
principles that are significant,

" today in Lenin’s ‘What is to be

Done?’. These principles must
become an intrinsic part of the
party’s revolutionary theory

- and practice. =
Healy used this book doctrinally,

raising every word to a dogma to
justify bureaucratic rule and stifle
democratic discussion. Others
mistakenly think the whole book
can be viewed as a ‘product of its
times’ and no longer relevant.

The latter fail to see the logical
and organisational pearl in the his-
torical dungheap. Clearly, historic-
al development has thrown into
relief the historically dead whilst
emphasising, through the experi-
ence of the class struggle, what 1s
still of fundamental 1mportance
today

[ hope this article will stimulate

dlscussmn of Lenin's book. The

relevant principles of Marxism are
‘summarised below and then dis-
cussed in more detail:

@ The Marxists® struggle
‘against the essentially bourgeois
outlook prevailing in the British
proletariat and internationally:

® The need for professional re-
volutionism;

® Flexibility and elaboration of
tactics according to the needs of
the party and class within the
given concrete situation. while al-
ways stressing the need for a cen-
tralised revolutionary party.

@ The crucial importance of the
Marxist newspaper as agitator.
propagandist. theorist and. espe-
cially. political organiser,.

Tactician

Lenin was a great tactician. The
hlStOI‘\ of Bolsheusm shows that
the revolutionary Marxist party
must be flexible in tactics and
strategy to meet the changing re-

“guirements of the party and work-
/ing class under the specitic condi-

tions of the class strucgle in each

}:partlcular country.

This fluidity of. movement en-

"'sures the gromh of the party as it
-struggles to win the leadership of
~“the proletariat and thereby raise

Hs consclousness.

~~~~ - The present consciousness ot the

------

proletarlat 1S essentlall\ bourgeois

class in its flght against the ruling

_;"""t?lass
:'.‘-i%-;, Trotskvists must therefore

struggle to change this consious-

.~ness and establish a Marxist out-

:Eook among workers.

=z Marxist consciousness does not

dexelop spontaneously within the
proletarlat because. like any scien-

it must be studied and elabo-
rated as a supreme act of con-
scious thought. Marxism must
theretore be established and de-

.veloped 1n the class by revolu-
--tionaries.

This task imposes definite con-

" straints on the Trotskyist move-
~.ment. The most important of these
“is the need to train and prepare

professional revolutionaries who

| .'..."vwill fight for Trotskyism within the
"v,_class as professionals.

Competent

This professionalism 1mplies

':that Marxists must become
. throughly competent to agitate and
- organise in all areas of society.

It 1s only when Marxists become
competent revolutionary practi-

“tioners that experience of the use

and application of tactics can be
politically fruitful and important
organisational skills can be
obtained.

Such a practice reveals the
strengths and weaknesses of speci-
fic tactics and thereby provides the
basis on which tactics can be
elaborated to meet the needs of the
evolving struggle for socialism.

Tactics, for Lenin, develop side
by side with the practice of the
partv in the class being conducted

on a centralised basis. This activ-
ity must be planned, disciplined,
and well organised, and must
serve to educate members. Mem-

bers’ experiences must be inter-

changed through demccratic dis-

- CllSSlOl'l

Majority decisions are to be. ¢ car-
ried out loyally by the minority.
which has the democratic right to

transform its minority into a

majority. The Healyites refused to
follow this procedure and were
rightly exposed for their
bureaucratic centralist methods.

Democratic centralism is the
necessary organisational basis of
the party. Not only is it required
for a national response to national
developments in the class struggle.
but a partv scattered can never
oppose and overturn a centrally
organised. militarised capitalist
state.

Means .

Centralism is the most effective
means for training. agitation. and
organisation under conditions ot
illegality as well as ‘'normal’ condi-
tions.

However, democratic central-
ism does not give leaders a carte

"~ blanche. Leaders and all members

must be accountable to the whole
party for their actions and show
themselves to be capable and
worthy of their positions in the
party.

All members of the party possess
rights. duties. and responsibilities
to the party and the class. Com-
rades should onlv be elected to
leadership positions in the light of
the individual s historyv as arev olu—
tionary.

No rights without duties! No
duties without rights:

The role and nature of the re-
volutionary newspaper its poli-
tics. ou;*ook. functions. etc.) are
intimately connected to the cen-
tralism that must exist in the party
because the paper is of crucial
importance in national organisa-
tional matters. e.g. training and
recruitment.

So 1t is absolutely necessary that
the paper is edited by committed
revolutionists in the party.

Regular columns in politics. cur-
rent events. etc. should be written
by Marxists who have the trust and
support of the members, who must
be regularly consulted on matters
of fundamental importance to the
whole party and class.

Barometer

A lively letters page should be
seen as a barometer of Marxist
opinion in the party, expressing the
democratic life of the centralist
party and being a source of theore-
tical development through the re-

solution of .conflicts within the

party. |
The paper is a crucial weapon In

the struggle to win the leadership

of the proletariat and must reflect
that struggle.

Bolshevism is both a revolution-
ary method of organisation and an
organisation of tactical and
strategical flexibility which
evolves with the development of
the conditions of the class struggle.

Lenin touches on this latter point
in ‘Left-Wing Communism’ when
he stresses ‘the need for a strictly
objective appraisal of the class
forces and their alignment before
taking any political action.’

These ‘class forces and their
alignment’, as part ot the concrete
objective conditions of the struggle
in each country, always determine
the tactical behaviour of the re-
volutionary party.

However, the fact that this party
must be based necessarily on the
principles of democratic central-
iIsm is irrefutable.

Let us leave the last word with
Lenin, again from ‘Left-Wing Com-
munism’. From the wealth of ex-

~ perience of the Russian Revolution

he insisted that ‘absolute centra-
lisation and rigorous disciphine In
the proletariat are an essential
condition for victory over the
bourgeoisie’.
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WORKING in the kitchen at Wormwood Scrubs
for the first four weeks of his lmprlsonment Phil
found deplorable conditions.

He decided to write to MP Ron Brown who had sent him

a letter of support in the early days of his 1mprlsonment
with a promise to raise the question of hlS jailing in the

House of Commons.

The letter Phil wrote to Ron
Brown detailed the conditions

under which the food there is

prepared, pointing out that the
state of the kitchens poses a
serious health hazard.

It never got past the censor.

Included in the letter a number
of points:

® Severe cockroach infestation.

® Food is frequently left out over-
night., allowing the cockroaches
first bite!

= @ The aluminimum pots and pans
= are so old and badly pitted it is
= impossible to clean them properly.

= @ Scrubbing brushes are worn out
and the washing-up liquid diluted
to sluch an extent as to be ineffec-
tua

— = @ Use of rubber gloves is denied (a
g request for them from one prisoner
— resulted in his being ‘sacked’ from

= his kitchen job). The very
= ter avallable which waould help to

hot wa-

= remove grease is therefore not

— used by the prisoners.

=@ An open drain in the kltchen is
used to pour away waste porridge
= and custard. It invariably becomes
= blocked. When that happens the
sewage flows back into the kitchen.

A convict with a job in the kitch-
en counts hlmself fortunate — the
alternative is to spend 23 hours a
day locked away in your cell. The
wages earned pay for extra
tobacco.

Racial segregation is enforced in
the kitchens. All black prisoners
are put on washing-up. White pris-
oners get the cleaner jobs such as
food preparation and cooking.

Right

Whereas it is every prisoner’s
right to write to his respective MP
regarding conditions in jail, Phil,
for his pains, was brought before
the Governor and interrogated. No
reason was given by the Prison
Pepartment for w1thhold1ng the
etter

Phil was informed also that he
was dismissed from his kitchen job
and was to be transferred to Cam-
phill Prison, on the Isle of Wight.

Not surprisingly, all complaints
are actively discouraged, some-
times with threats of transfer.
Complaints can also lead to loss of
remission and jeopardise parole
for longer-term prisoners.

When he came before the Gov-

ernor, Phil argued his case suc-
cessfully and, in front of witnesses,
the Governor admitted to know-
ledge about the cockroaches. He
wrongly claimed that the pest con-
troller had visited the kitchens the

previous week, but when Phil chal-

lenged this the Govenor withdrew
1t.

In the grounds of Wormwood
Scrubs a new kitchen complex has
been built, costing several million
pounds. It has never been used.
There are, apparently, major de-
fects which would cost a similar
amount to put right.

The threat of transferring Phil to
the Isle of Wight has, for the pre-
sent at least, been removed. He
has filed complaints against the
the Governors and the Board of
Visitors about conditions in the
prison and about his letter to Ron
Brown being withheld on 14 March.

When last visited, Phil reported
ne was meeting with a 1ot ot ob-

struction. He has repeatedly asked
for a copy of Standing Order No.5
(the prison rules). Despite having
paid for this item in advance his

BY JEFF JACKSON

applications are repeatedly ‘mis-
‘laid’ In the process.

The daily papers he has paid for
out of his prison earnings are also
not getting through. He is, howev-
er, getting his mail. -

Phil is naturally furious about
the cover-up which has taken place
regarding the unsanitary kitchen
conditions. A huge cleaning up job
was introduced but, as he says,
washing down walls won’t get rid

of the cockroaches.

Phil has been accused of being
subversive but no charge has been
laid so far. With the conditions of
over-crowding that exist in the
Scrubs and the prospect of some
warmer weather in the near fu-
ture, a severe outbreak of food
poisoning is very much on the
cards at Her Majesty’s Pleasure
Pa{ﬁce Du Cane Road, Hammers-
mi

M Raise the jailing of Phil Penn i
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support group, etc. Phone 01-27:

explaining the case.

B Write to Phil Penn: No. L27055

757, Ducane Road, London W12
B Send messages of support for

Workers Press. We have a special

bars.

A letter from a

Dear Phil,
I'm very sorry to hear about
what has happened.

Also I think that Sh_ella Torrance
was a lady in the party who led the
youth intoe doing things that they

did not want to do. I think that

people who use the police and the
courts to jail leaders of the work-
ers’ movement should be driven
out of the workers’ movement

Also I hope that they are treating
you well in prison.

It was those in the ‘leadmg role
in the party who you thought were
behind you who have used slander
against you. As you know I am an
ex-member of the party from be-

~ fore the split and I was very shock-

ed to hear of Healy and Torrance’s
corruption against those who were

.doing good work for the party.

I have known you to be a genuine
person in the party. As for those
who have put you in jail, you
should keep up the good falth and
ﬁght agamst them, if not you alone
— all of the members should fight
against them.

All for now Phil — good luck
mate!

f

Ex-Young Socialist member
Frank Barclay.

ABOVE: The' daunting exterior of Wormwood Scrubs prison.

In November 1981 the then Governor of the Scrubs, John McCarthy caused
something of a stir when writing a letter to ‘The Times’ in which he described
‘the major prison in the United Kingdom’ as ‘a penal dustbin.’

The letter was to protest about the Home Secretary’s proposal to reduce the

prison population by aliowing courts to suspend between a quarter and three
quarters of prison sentences of six months to two years. McCarthy’s

subsequent resignation was described by that newspaper's Home Affairs

correspondent Peter Evans:
‘The career of a church

oing idealist, with a love of horses and music has

ended in disillusion and reflects the loss of morale over the crisis in the system.

He is to become assistant director of the residential service for the mentally il.

Mr McCarthy obviously feels he can tolerate no longer a scandal which he has
so little power to &lleviate. He believes the roots of the prison crisis lie
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THE JAILING

71 for copies of the circular letter

Prison Wormwood Scrubs, PO Box
AE (registered post is best)

and reports which we can print in
olumn each week while he is behind

mer member

F PHIL PENN |

RICHARD PRICE and Ian Harri-
son are amongst some 12 people

who are the latest to desert the
dwindling Torrance group.

The reasons for this most recent
split are not yet completely clear.
But one thing is most certainly
clear: if Price thinks this will allow
him to escape the consequences of
his sordid role in the jailing of Phil
Penn or-in the cover-up job for
Healy he can think again.

This is Price’s vile role in these
two events over the last 18 months:

® He was the ringleader in the -

taunting of Phil Penn at Wapping
on the night he was arrested. It
was Price who attacked Penn with
banner poles, leaving other Healy-
Torrance members to attack Phil.
Price’s bleat that he did not appear

Price’s split — nothing to do with prmclples

® Price now criticises Torrance to hear what Healy’s secretary had

for not having taken up Healy’s
headlong rush to Stalinism over
the last 18 months. Again a cheap

evasion of his despicable part in

the expulsion of Healy.

On l July 1985 when Healy’s secret-
ary’s letter was read to the Politic- -
al Commxttee of the Workers Re-

volutionary Party, Price abstained

on the resolution that the letter was -
a provocation. He said he wanted

to say. He was quickly pulled into
line by

Healy, claiming that the
contents of the letter consisted of

- lies — when he knew they were

true in every detail. |
Price and Harrison cannot evade

their past actions. Just as much as

Healy and Torrance, they are
finished in the working class move-
ment.

Torrance and was soon
defending

From Workers Power, Cardiff

Dear Comrades,

We wish to express our conde-
mnation of the jailing of Phil Penn
and to extend our support to him
and his family.

Unfortunately the Healyltes still
exist (though much diminished) in

sirive to bring
account before the local working

class whilst doing all we can to

raise Comrade Penn’s imprison-
ment and to aid his release.
Fraternally.
Workers Power
Cardiff branch

these narks to

' Frbm Harry
Cohen MP

Dear Charlie,
Thank you for your recent letter

~about Phil Penn. I am disgusted

that so-called ‘socialists’ should
behave as agents provocateurs and
that trade unionists and demon-
strators at Wapping should be

- dealt with in such a harsh manner

and unfair way by the Courts.

- However I feel that I cannot get
directly involved in factional dis-
putes within a party which is not
my own.

Clearly, the Left should be more

aware of their real enemies — the

capitalists.
~ Yours sincerely,

, m court as a mtness at Penn’s trial our area,

is a lousy evasion. Price was party |
to the decision to put up others to
do their dirty work in court and
testify against Phil Penn. -

rest assured we will

Harry Cohen

Workers Revolu tronary Party

PO Box 735
London SW9 7QS .
Tel: 01-274 7271 |

9 February 1987

Dear Comrades,
| " THE JAILING OF PHIL PENN

One of our comrades, Phil Penn, has been jailed for 12 months, eight months of it suspended for assault. He
is a highly respected member of our Central Committee, a party member for 18 years, active in the trade union
! movement and recently in campmgns such as that on the Guildford Four.

Our concern in this case is that members of another organisation claiming to be part of the labour
movement were, apart from the arresting officers, the only police witnesses. This' would be like miners giving
evidence agamst miners in the reeent strlke *

As you may know, In October 1985, the Workers Revolutlonary Party expelled its former leader Gerry
Healy for sexual abuse, violence and §landers against members of the organisation; charges he never contested. A
small group of party functionaries — including Corin and Vagessa Redgrave, Sheila Torrance and Richard Price —
supported Healy and were expelled by the majority. This group then formed a bogus party calling itself the ‘Workers
Revolutionary Party’ and pubhshmg a newspaper, ‘News Line’. .

Phil Penn was arrested andcharged after a demonstration called by the pnnt unions at Wapping, on 3 May
1986. The events, as reported in court were as follows:

@® In the ‘News Line’ of 1 May: 1986, the Worker’s Notebook column carried a crude and provocative
- attack on Phil, insulting hlS mtellect and presenting him as ignorant and illiterate, speaking in

grunts.

® On the 3 May Wappmg“'/march as the conflict between demonstrators and police became
increasingly fierce, Phil weni to fetch his camera. Once away from the main body of demonstrators,
he came across members of the Healy-Torrance group. They verbally abused him, tauntmg him with
quotes from the above- mentloned article. He refused to be provoked. |

@® Four of them, Richard Pmce ‘Eric Rogers, Paul Williams and another man then attacked him
physically — in Price’s case with banner-poles — and knocked him to the ground. In defending
himself, Phil damaged the eye of one of his assailants. Only Phil ‘was arrested.

No organisation calling 1tself socialist would collaborate with the pohce agalnst members of the labour
movement. This is a point of principle. But members of the Healy-Torrance group eagerly acted as police witnesses.
Three of the four men who attacked Phil did not appear in court but two women members of the Healy-Torrance
group gave evidence which Phil vigorously contested. Had he been found guilty on the charge of wounding with
mtent he would undoubtedly have been given a much longer custodial sentence.

This is not the first time the Healy-Torrance group have acted in this way. Six of them appeared |
as police witnesses in Sheffield Crown Court in January this year after an incident between themselves
and members of the International Communist Party. On this occasion the court dld not believe them and
the defendant was found not guilty.

We should pomt out that members of the Healy-Torrance group again attacked and beat up Phil
Penn on 8 June 1986 in Leicester. They used sticks and knives. The police wished to prosecute his
attackers, but, as a matter of prmcnple, Phll refused to act as a witness and the case could not go forward.

embedded in the nature of British politics. He is dismayed to think that morality
is being used for political ends rather than politics for moral ends. Otherwise,
how could such appalling prison conditions be tolerated?’

In fact, McCarthy had reportedly been on the brink of resigning from the
prison service when he took over as Governor of the Scrubs in May 1980.

As recently as June 1986, there was further controversy involving the Scrubs,
when a new mllllon-pound kitchen was turned into a workshop following a
decision to build another kitchen in a ‘better’ position.

Work on a new hospital block had allegedly been abandoned, the oid hospital
was used as a store and other new development work mterrupted When these
charges were raised against the Thatcher government in the House of Lords,
the Home Office strongly refuted any wastage of pubic money in regard to the
£30,000,000 prison modernisation plans.
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We are asking all labour-movement orgamsatlons to condemn the anti-working class actions of the ;
Healy-Torrance group, which were responsible for the jailing of Phil Penn. Messages of support and inquiries should
be sent to: Workers Revolutionary Party/Workers Press, PO Box 739, London SW9 7QS.

Yours fraternally,

o Dave Temple,

Chairman, Workers Revolutionary Party/W orkers Press.
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The expulsion of the
Simon Bolivar
International Brigade

ON 13 August 1979, the national
leadership of the Sandinist
National Liberation Front
(FSLN) called the leadership of
the Simon Bolivar Brigade to a
meeting. On the 14th the Bri-
gade marched to the meeting
with 5,000 workers from over
100 factories in Managua.

At that meeting the FSLN
leadership demanded that the

.Brigade immediately cease all

political activity and submit poli-
tically to the discipline of the
FSLN leadership. The SBIB

leaders asked for time to dis-- |

cuss the proposal with other
members of the Brigade.

Outside the meeting, 5,000

workers were demonstrating,

demanding Nicaraguan

citizenship for all the interna- -

tionalists. No agreement was
reached at that meeting.

The next day, 15 August
1979, every radio and television
station in Nicaragua broadcast a
government cail to all members

of the Simon Bolivar Internation-

al Brigade to attend a meeting in
Managua on 16 August. The
members of the Brigade came to

~ this meeting without arms, as a

sign of good faith and to avoid
any chance of a provocation in
the tense atmosphere.

‘Before any meeting could
take place, the Brigade mem-
bers were surrounded by a large
armed contingent from . . . the
Panamanian National Guard!
They were immediately arrested

and transferred to a waiting milit-

ary transport plane of the
Panamanian Air Force with
Identification numbers K-400.

They were flown to Panama and

imprisoned. -

‘The FSLN feared using its
own troops to expel the Bri-
gade because of its high pre-
stige in the eyes of rank-and-
file FSLN fighters. They had to
appeal to the bourgeois army
‘of General Torrijos to do their
dirty work for them.

Once imprisoned in Panama,
the iInternationalists were
threatened with deportation to
their country of origin. For many
this was simply a death sent-

ence -since their countries, like

Argentina, Brazil and Chile,
were at the time ruled by brutal
right-wing military dictatorships.

The Brigade members re-

fused to be separated in prison

and fought with the Panamanian
National Guard over this.

At the same time more than
30 Trotskyist organisations
around the world launched an
international campaign of meet-
ings, demonstrations, petitions
and political pressure to obtain
the release of the international-
ists imprisoned in Panama.

After a week, the Panamian

government relented and
agreed to release the Brigade
members in Colombia, the coun-
try where the Brigade had been
organised. |

The attacks against the
Simon Bolivar '

AS reported in the Latin Amer-

~ican press, the deportation of

the internationalist fighters by
the FSLN was motivated by poli-
tical reasons and clear political
differences. For example, E/
Espectador, one of the most
important newspapers in Col-
ombia, quoted various FSLN
and Nicaraguan- officials, who
gave the following reasons for
the expulsion:

@ They organised more than 70
UNIons;

® They encouraged the
occupation of lands:

® They organised militias in the
neighbourhoods of Bluefields
and Managua; |

® They described some mem-
bers of the government as
bourgeois.

The Washington Post pub-
lished a revealing front-page
article on 21 August 1979 which
stated:

6Despite the revolutionary

euphoria of the past month, the
first signs of organised opposi-
tion to Nicaraguan new govern-
ment are coming from the ex-
treme left, and not, as widely
anticipated, from conservative
businessmen.

At the same time, the govern-
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-ment's first act of impatience

has been to expel some 60 Latin
American Trotskyists whom it
charged with being ‘counter-
revoiutionaries’ and ‘creating

problems for the Sandinista re-

volution’.

~ Although the government is
anxious not to disappoint popu-
lar expectations of change, it
seems determined to resist ex-
tremist pressure for sudden,
radical measures that could
frighten both domestic and fore-
ign private sectors and retard
economic reconstruction.

The radical left, mainly
Maoists and Trotskyists, on the
other hand, has been trying to
force the government's hand
through such provocative ac-
tions as takeovers ‘of private

firms, instigating workers to

seize control of factories and

urging the ‘popular militia’ to not

surrender its weapons to the
new Sandinista army. In- most

cases the government has

quickly intervened to

prevent
these actions.§ -

The article ended with a long

explanation of how satisfied the
Carter administration in the 4S

was with the expulsion and the
‘moderate’ course of the FSLN
and described the ‘cordial’ rela-
tions between the. Sandinista
government and the®US ambas-
sador. S
Similar articles appeared in Le
Monde, The New York Times,
and other key papers of the
imperialist capitals. -
-La Estrella de Panama carried
an extremely revealing article

~entitled ‘Nicaraguan regime is

not communist’, which stated:

6 Three Nicaraguan bankers re-
ported in the Guatemalan capital
that the government of Nicar-
agua is not communist and the

proot of it is in the expulsion of

the Simon Bolivar International
Brigade which was trying to
organise a communist party in
Nicaragua 9

Answer to the
‘left-wing’
cheerleaders

WE HAVE proved above with
documentation that the clash
between the FSLN and the SBIB
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PART IV

THIS -‘article"is taken from the February 1986 issue
of ‘Working Class Opposition’, journal of the US

section of the International Workers’ League (LIT),
the Trotskyist organisation responsibie for found-

ing the SBIB.

was a clash between two diffe-
rent political perspectives, a fun-
damentally revolutionary pers-
pective advocated and put into
practice by the Simon Bolivar
Brigade, and a fundamentally

reformist one, advocated and

practised by the Sandinistas.

- With the benefit of hindsight,
we believe that the political posi- .

tion and strategy of the Simon
Bolivar Brigade on all vital ques-
tions was completely vindicated.

@ The SBIB was right when it

demanded the punishment of
Somoza’s National Guard war

criminals. The FSLN was wrong
In its generosity to them and
now the Nicaraguan people are -
- paying a terrible price for that

mistake.

® The SBIB was right to de-

mand the ousting of Pastora,
Robelo and Chamorro from the
government. The FSLN was
wrong to protect them and com-
promise with them. Today they
lead the Contras.

® The SBIB was right to fight
for radical land reform. By
opposing occupations of land
and returning them to the ‘prog-

-ressive’ and ‘patriotic’ landlords,

the FSLN gave the bourgeoisie
time to build a new ‘internal
front’ of economic sabotage and

brought disillusionment among

sectors of the peasantry, some
of whom today support the Con-
tras.

@® The bureaucratic man-
oeuvres of the FSLN on the
Atlantic Coast against the work-
ers and the SBIB also weakened
the revolution. It was a forewarn-
ing of the FSLN'’s terrible mis-
takes in suppressing language
and cultural rights. In the same
bureaucratic fashion they sup-
pressed the workers of
Bluefields, the Miskito and
Rama Indians. The FSLN literal-
ly pushed the Indian population
into the hands of the Contras.

On these and on virtually ev-

.......................

ery other vital issue that con-
fronted the Nicaraguan revolu-
tion, from the need for workers’
democracy to spreading the re-
volution throughout Central

America, history has proved the
toresight and revolutionary truth

of the programme and strategy
of the Trotskyists who fought in
the Nicaraguan revolution.

The political banner of the

socialist revolution carried by
the Simon . Bolivar Brigade is
today carried in Nicaragua by

- the Partido Revolucionario de

los Trabajadores (PRT) of Nicar-
agua. It continues the traditions
of the SBIB, fighting against the

- Contras and imperialism to adv-
ance the Nicaraguan revolution -

towards socialism.

The FSLN attacked the Trots-
kyist internationalists in Nicar-
agua for clearly political
reasons; likewise the imperial-
ists attacked the Brigade — both
through their press and with the
Panamanian National Guard —

for clearly political reasons.

But they were joined in their

attacks by . . . ‘left organisa-

tions’ in the US. These orga-

‘‘‘‘‘‘

SIMON BOLIVAR
INTERNATIONAL
'BRIGADE

Sitting comfortably in the
heart of imperialism while others
fought against Somoza’s
National Guard, they falsified
history and facts in order to
discredit the SBIB. |

An article published in the
SWP's Intercontinental Press on
3 September 1979, stated: ‘The
individuals beifonging to the
Simon Bolivar Brigade arrived
only inthe final days of the war'.

The material we have printed
in the first three parts of this
article is sufficient proof that this
allegation is false, but far more
extensive documentation in

Spanish exists and was then

available to the SWP.

Furthermore, no one knew
during the ‘final days of the war’
how long the fighting would last
or who would win. Even those
internationalist fighters who in
fact arrived near the end of the
war came to fight, ready to stay
as long as it took to defeat
Somoza, prepared to lay down
their lives if necessary.

The SWP, on the other hand,
refused to take such.risks, or to

“make such a commitment, and
in fact predicted the military de-

- .

feat 'of the Sandinistas.

According to the SWP,

workers are stupid

THE SAME article quoted above
also contains the slanderous
allegation that ‘the workers who
supported the activities of the
Brigade were under the false
impression that they were- fol-

lowing the FSLN'.
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manded punishment of thesé waf

nisations included, among

others, the Socialist Workers
Party (SWP), at one time the
US Trotskyist party, aided by
a group called the Spartacist
League, as well as an ‘inde-
pendent’ left journalist,
George Black.

None of these groups or indi- |
viduals in the US fought in the |

Nicaraguan Revolution. None of

them responded to the appeals

of the FSLN to take up arms
against Somoza, nor to the
appeals of the organisers of the
Siénon Bolivar Brigade in the
US.

In fact, the SWP and the
Spartacist League denounced
the FSLN as a ‘petty-bourgeois
organisation’, and condemned
their strategy of armed struggte
as adventuristic and suicidal.

--------
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The truth is that all the activi-
ties of the brigade were carried
out openly, with the knowledge
of the FSLN and the working
class and often in conflict with

- the FSLN.

~ Those who joined the interna-
tionalists to fight and who fol-
lowed its lead in organising un-

ons and in punishing the

National Guard knew perfectly
well what they were doing and

- what the difference between the

SBiB and the FSLN was.

The SWP not only slandered
the fighters of the Brigade, but
aiso the thousands of Nicara-
guan workers who supported it
(out of stupidity if the SWP is to
be believed). |

The SWP supports
repression and slander
against revolutionaries

THE SWP went as far as to send
delegates to Nicaragua to deliv-
er a note to the FSLN which
said: ‘The leadership of the
FSLN has the right to demand
that non-Nicaraguan members
of this group (the SBIB) which
was self-defined as a military
organisation, should leave the
country.’
Bogota, 10 October 1979).

After slandering the FSLN for
years and denouncing it as
adventurist and petty-bourgeois,

- embarked on a suicidal strategy,

the SWP quickly transformed
itself into the most craven apo-

“logists for the RFSLN'’s repression
- of revolutionary internationalists.

Furthermore, at the time, the

‘SWP and organisations which

built the SBIB all supported the
same international organisation.
On the document submitted by
the SWP to the Nicaraguan gov-

~ ernment can be found the signa-
tures of Barry. Shephard, cur-

rently one of the leading figures
of the SWP, and of the renegade
Peter Camejo.
Camejo, who split from the
SWP soon after his dirty trip to

Nicaragua is infamous among

Latin American revolutionaries
for two things: being a member
of a wealthy family of the Vene-
zuelan oligarchy, and fingering
revolutionaries to the bourgeois
police when he has political dif-
ferences with them. |

The SWP has repeated these
“and other slanders on any num-
~ ber of occasions. They went so

far as to claim that no one from
the US participated in the SBIB.
When chailenged by Brigade

- veterans in the US to debate

these charges in public, they
ducked and hid.

The lies, deceit, unprincipled

political manoeuvres and direct

aid in the arrest of revolutionar-
ies by the SWP was one of their
biggest steps toward becoming
a Stalinist organisation.

~ The schoolof

falsification
THE SWP was aided in its cam-

paign against the internationalist

fighters by the Spartacist
League (SL), a group well
known on the American left for

‘its sectarian and disruptive be-

haviour. In the tradition of that
organisation’s newspaper,
Workers Vanguard, the Sparta-

- cist League published a pam-
phlet called the ‘Moreno Truth
Kit'. - |

The one thing this pamphiet

~did not contain was the truth.
- Instead it was filled with a pla-
“gue of quotes taken out of con-
text, distortions, defamations

and straight lies. |
The ‘Truth Kit' was an attack

~onour party and specially on our

international movement, the In-
ternational Workers' League. As
evidence for its attacks, the SL
used the petty-bourgeois and
imperialist press. -

Among other things it stated:

61t does appear that for the

most part Moreno’s Brigade, de-
spite its bombastic propaganda,
sat out the fighting in Costa

Rica. In fact its US-based sup-

porters did not even leave for

~Managua until the day after

Somoza fell.

So the heroic, gun-in-hand
guerrilla image the Brigade lead-
ers would like to assume . . . is
certainly undeserved.

. . . Sending off the Brigade |

was essentially a gimmick rather
than a real act of proletarian
internationalism.,

The truth is that when con-
fronted with a truly interna-

tionalist act which they re-

fused to support, the recourse
of both these petty-bourgeois
organisations was to induige
in mud-slinging and slander.

It is worth noting, however,
that the FSLN itself never made
any kind of statements or
chargfs made by the SWP and

the

In a lot of ways the FSLN told
the truth. They openly and hon-
estly recognised the courageous
and valuable role the SBIB play-
ed in the overthrow of Somoza.
They denounced the Brigade
because it wanted to go beyond
the programme of the FSLN.

- The FSLN -openly defended
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its petty-bourgeois reformist
programme and did not claim
that its aim was socialist revolu-
tion. The political grounds stated-
in Nicaragua for repressing the
Brigade were the same as those
stated to the international press.

They did not lie and slander
- the Brigade as the armchair
revoiutionaries of the coffee
shop brigades of the SWP and
the Spartacist League did.

The George Black
slander campaign

IN his book Triumph of the Peo-
ple, George Black accepted,
without verification, the Sociaiist

Workers Party version of the

history of the Simon Bolvar Bri-
gade. He went further, adapting
their story to fit the moods and
prejudices of his readers in mid-
dle-class America. He wrote:

60Organised in Colombia by
the Partido Socialista de los
Trabajadores (PST), it
embraced combatants from
Chile, Uruguay, Venezuela,
Mexico, the USA and other
Latin American countries, sub-
cribing to varied |deologtes
The combatants entered
Nicaragua in the last days of
the war in the Frente Sur.
Other sympathisers actually
attached themselves to the
Brigade after July 19.

More than anything, the
freedom with which they oper-
ated indicated the FSLN's ear-
ly problems of imposing cen-
tralised military authority on
“irregular fighting units and the
- Simon Bolivar Brigade took

~advantage of the post-war
chaos to dress the FSLN uni-
forms and carry red and black
flags in order to convince peo-
ple that they spoke with FSLN
authority.

The PST leadership encour-
aged a simplistic move to

socialism, exhorting workersto |

strike -and peasants to seize
private land. As the Frente
became aware of the threat of
a newly arrived foreign group
posing as an alternative re-
volutionary leadership, it called
leaders of the Brigade in for
meetings where. it stressed the
need for internationalist units
to be integrated swiftly into a
single Sandinista miltary com-
mand. The response was
aggressive.

When the FSLN arranged a
meeting with all the Brigade
members on 14 August, it
found itself confronted with a
demonstration of 1,000 work-
ers brought there — sup-
posedly by an FSLN contin-
gent — in the belief they were
to lobby the Sandinista- lead-
ership on wages and trade
union questions.

- This was the last straw and
the Frente expelled 60 non-
Nicaraguan members of the
Brigade to Panama.§

(Triumph of the People,
George Black, Zed, London,
1981, pages 334-335).

Black presents this story as
an authoritative factual account,
but then in a tiny footnote he
writes:
~ ‘Most of the accounts of the

Simon Bolivar Brigade episode
are notoriously unreliable. The
majority of Western press re-
ports have been confused about
the exact political origins of the
Brigade . . . Most left-wing
‘commentaries on the other hand
have sought to defend one or
other sectarian positions of their
respective authors.

‘The article “Imperialism laun-
ches propaganda drive against
Sandinistas” in the 3 September
1979 edition of Intercontinental
Press, while admittedly tenden-
tious, probably offers an account
of events WhICh is as factually
correct as any. (Triumph of the
People, page 357)

In other words, Black admits
he has no idea what the truth
about the Simon Bolivar Brigade
IS, nor is he interested in dis-
covering it. In fact his entire
book is based on ‘tendentious
articles’ and the reports of the
bourgeois press which are
notoriously unreliable on every
facet of the revolutionary strug-
gle, not just the history of the
SBIB.

At no point did Black ever
contact the Brigade or its sup-
porters for its version of events,
nor attempt any serious docu-
mentation. His version is in fact

a polltlcal I|e wntten to cover up

AS WE follow the in-
spiring and highly in-
structive history of the
Simon Bolivar Brigade
-— an episode of armed
revolutionary interna-
tionalism, of armed
Trotskyism — it’s
worth looking back at

what the News Line

said in 1979.

This was the paper of
the Workers’ Revolution-
ary Party under Healy
and Banda, run under
Healy’s close supervision
by Alex Mitchell.
three have been expelled
from our movement, we
are pleased to say.

‘Fake Trotskyists are ex-

pelled from Nicaragua’, ran
the bold headline over a full-
page unsigned article in
News Line 23 August 1979.

Asserting that the Simon
Bolivar Brigade militants
had ‘been officially de-
nounced as ‘‘counter revolu-
tionaries’’ by the Sandinista
leadership’, News Line ac-
cused them of ‘reactionary
attempts to create splits and
divisions’ in order to under-
mine the revolution.

- The Healyite article slan-
derously accused these
Trotskyist fighters of having
played no part in the strug-
gle agamst Somoza, claim-
ing they ‘entered the country

after the revolution was
victorious.’

After quoting a Sandinista
leader describing the econo-
mic difficulties facing Nicar-
agua, News Line remarked

sympathetlcally that ‘The

Bolsheviks faced similar
problems in the years after
the October revolution.’

It went on: ‘They, too,

were faced with reactionary

opponents who accused them
of ‘‘abandoning socialigm’.

While Latin American

capitalist newspapers were
referring to ‘the expulsion of
communists’ from Nicar-
agua as a good sign, News
Line compared the Sandinis-
ta leadership to the Bolshe-
viks, and claimed the Trots-
kyists had merely used Left
slogans like arms for the

| workers as a cover for

counter-revolution.

To back this attack, News
Line referred to the Socialist
Workers’ Party in the US,

Nccaraguan revolutton to glorify

- his own political co- thinkers and

patrons.

Like the SWP and the Sparta-
cist League, Black did not re-
spond to FSLN appeals for inter-
national fighters. Like the SWP
and SL, Black makes no assess-
ment of the SBIB's political prog-
ramme. He and his book were
just one more note in a chorus of
calumny and lies.

Editor's note

WE HAVE written this answer 10
the lies and slanders as only a
partial payment of our debt to
the historical truth. As our re-
sources to produce more mate-
rial in English mcrease we will
publish more. -

All

led by the  ‘double agent’
Josep h Hansen, and de-
clared ‘These people have
been actively serving im-
perialism in Iran and have
lined up with the Shah’s sis-
ter, Ashraf, in denouncing
the alleged “lack of rlghts”
for women.’

But as though to clinch the
argument, News Line’s
anonymous writer created a
false amalgam between the
fighters of the Simmon Bolivar
Brigade and one FPausto
Amador, denounced as a
traitor to the Nicaraguan re-
volution.

‘Before any of these self-
styled ‘‘Trotskyists’ start
with another protest cam-
paign on ‘“‘human rights ”’ in
Nicaragua, they should
announce publically. where
they stand on Fausto Ama-
dor ' News Line declared.

Had the News Line writer

really wanted to know about
the relations between the
Simon Bolivar Brigade and
Fausto Amador, he need not
have looked very far for in-
formation. He could have
started by referring back to

‘the pages of the 5 May 1979

issue of a publication called
. . News Line!

That issue of the paper
carried an 8-page weekend
supplement dedicated to
‘Security and the Fourth In-
ternational’, and headed
‘Hansen’s World Network
Exposed.’

The first article in this,
‘The Latin American care-
faker’, dealing with Amador,
ran over five pages, and
quoted extensively from in-
ternal documents of the Uni-
fied Secretariat of
Fourth International reveal-
ing a fight within that orga-

- nisation.

It showed that in March
1977, the Unified Secretariat

| resolved that Amador’s ac-

tions had been ‘incompatible
with membership of the
Fourth international’, and
demanded he make a public
statement rejecting his pre-
vious actions before the
USec could discuss the possi-
bility of readmitting him.

LLater, when USec,
apparently influenced by
Hansen, abandoned
opposition, a motion came
from one of its sections to
make public the original
%grzld taken on 24 March 24

As the Newsline article

Entire books have been writ-
ten about the Brigade in Span-
iIsh. The principles, traditions
and lessons learned by the SBIB
are today embodied in the living
politics of the Internationalist
Workers Party (Fourth Interna-
tional) and in our sister parties in
the International Workers
League (Fourth Internationat).

We look forward to carrying
on the real political debate with
all those who have slandered us
in the past, because, in no small
part due to our partlcapatlon In
the Nicaraguan revolution, we

- now have the forces to guaran-

tee a suitable answer to the
cowardly middle-ctass journal-
Ists of the armchair left.

CONCLUDED

Why they chose the

name Simon Bolivar

SIMON BOLIVAR was the revolutionary leader for the liberation of
most of South America from the Spanish Empire. Born in Venezuela,
he joined the independence movement in 1807 as an adherent of the
French Revolution and opponent of Napoleonic reaction. From 1810
until the final defeat of the Spanish armies in 1824, Bolivar was the
central political and military leader in the war for mdependence as
well as the most advanced revolutionary thinker and politician of his

day in Latin America.

He stood for uniting alt of Latin America into one great confedera-
tion — the only way, he believed, to guarantee maintaining its
independence against the growing power of British and American
imperialism. He opposed the monarchists and rejected the narrow,
nationalistic outlook of the right wing of the independence move-
ment. When an uprising occurred in Ecuador, despite continued civil

~war in Boilivar’'s base in Colombia, he sent troops to.ensure victory for .
- -the Eouadorian revolut:on' SRR

......................
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article observed.

~Amador as a

the

its
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stated, this demand came
from °‘the Colombian PST
(Partido Socialista de 1los
Trabajadores) led by N.
Moreno.’

Later, USec called on its
Costa Rican section, the
PRT, ‘and any other Fourth
International organisation
that wrote public polemics
against Amador .. . to
cease and desist all such
attacks and to co-operate in
the defence of Amador, the
OST and the Fourth Interna-
tional against the Stalinists’
slander campaign.’

‘But Hansen ran into
opposition from the Central
Committee of the PST of Col-
ombia . . . ‘, the News Line
It went on
to quote a PST resolution
condemning Amador as a
collaborator with the Somo-
Za dlCtatOI'Shlp, rejecting the
USec’s resolution, and re-
pudiating ‘Intercontinental
Press’ for its promotion of
‘trotskyist
leader’.

By December 1977, More-
no was in full conflict with

- Hansen' and others in the

USec leadership. News
Line’s ‘Security and the
Fourth International’ article

What News Line said

Stallnlsts might be trans-
formed mto revolutionaries.

‘Pablo went on to interpret
Trotsky’s theory of perma-
nent revolution as meaning
an objective process, such
that the petty-bourgeois

- leadership of national libera-
tion movements would be

transformed into a revolu-
tionary vanguard capable of
establishing socialist states.

The role of ‘Trotskyists’
would be reduced to that of
helpers and advisers to such
leadershlps Pablo took a
post with Ben Bella’s FLN in
Algeria, which he said was
becoming a workers’ state.

In 1963, the leaders of the
Socialist Workers Party in
the United States, particu-
larly Joseph Hansen, de-
clared that Castro was creat-
ing an undeformed workers’
state in Cuba, and that it was
time to re- umfy the Fourth
International around recog-
nition of this ‘fact’. -

The Socialist Labour

‘League refused to go along .

with this, and said it ra¥sed
issues not only concerning
Cuba, but of Marxist

method. We insisted there
had to be more discussion.

When the largest ‘Trots-
kyist’ party in the world, the

government of Nice-
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The article on the Simon Bolivar Brigade in News Line,

Thursday 23 August 1979

of May 5 1979 relied heavily
on quotes from Moreno’s
documents attacking Ama-
dor and Hansen, yet by
September, News Line was
demanding to know what
Moreno’s followers — the
Simon Bolivar Brigade —

- thought of Amador!

The important  thing for

the Healy-Mitchell team was:
not the success of the .

Nicaraguan revolution. the
struggle for socialism iIn
Latin America. or the truth
about the Simon Bolivar Bri-
gade.

It was Healy's vendetta
against Hansen, the phoney
‘Security and the Fourth In-
ternational’ campaign, to
which News Line’s interna-
tional coverage and the work
of the International Commit-
tee and sympathisers
abroad, particularly in the
United States, were sub-
ordinated.

In May 1979, News Line
had been hawking its pur-
loined documents to say
‘look, even people in the Uni-
fied Secretariat are attack-
ing Hansen’. By September,
it had forgotten this, and was
portraying the the entire
Unified Secretariat and sup-
porters as all ‘agents’.

Here was great irony.
First of all, the main issue on
which the Socialist Labour
League, its successor the
Workers’ Revolutionary
Party, and the International
Committee, had fought what
we called ‘Pabloite revision-
ism’, was our insistence on
mdependent revolutionary
leadership based on the

working class.

Trotsky had founded the
Fourth International as the
world party of socialist re-
volution, on the premise that
‘the crisis ot humanity 1S
crisis of proletarian 1ead-
ership.’

In 1953, the International
had split over Michael Pab-

lo’s contentlon that under

Lanka Sama Samaja Party
of Sri Lanka, joined a capi-
talist coalition government;
we took this as confirmation
of the need for a resolute

struggle against revisions of
Marxist theory.

What the International

- Committee and the WRP in-

sisted upon was that only
parties based on the working
class, and guided by Marxist
theory, could lead the social-
ist revolution. We stood for

the political independence of

the working class, and the
building of sections of the
Fourth International

- throughout the world.

Yet, by the late 1970s, the
Healy leadership of the WRP
had in practice abandoned
this fight. How this degen-
eration came about must be
fully studied. But we will
show how it was expressed,
over Nicaragua, and indi-
cate how Healy almost got
away with it. t

In an article in News Line,
4 August 4 1979 Alex Mitchell
described the overthrow of
Somoza as marking ‘a furth-
er stride in the march of the

- world socialist revolution’.

It had given ‘fresh impetus
to national liberation move-
ments all over the world as
well as to the workers and
youth i1n major capitalist
countries who are now
driven into revolutionary
struggles against the malig-
nant capitalist order’ Mltch-
ell declared.

Characteristically, a dis-
tinction appears here. The
workers struggle in major
capitalist countries — but
elsewhere, as in Nicaragua,
there are only ‘national li-
beration movements’.

In place of ‘building the
Fourth International as
world party of socialist re-
volution’, Healy was substi-
tutlng the building of
‘alliances’ between the WRP
in Britain and national
movements In other coun-
tries.

Whlle firing WRP mem-

1can Trotskyists,
that the Sandinista govern-
- ment should not be criti-

tion with revolutlonary
talk, ‘News Line’ was in-
creasingly giving uncritical
support to trade union

- bureaucrats and Labour

councils in Britain, and
bourgeois nationalist leaders
abroad. It was a turn to Men-
shevism.

Mitchell’s article lambasts
a writer from the IMG who
had remarked on the
bourgeois ministers in the
Sandinista government, and
had urged that Nicaragua
break with the IMF and
annul its external ffdebts.

‘This 1s ultra-Left adven-
turism of the most criminal
type’, Mitchell thunders. As
for the bourgeols ministers,
he compares their presence
with the use Lenin made of
specialists after the October
revolution. The same com-
parison between the Sandi-
nistas and Bolsheviks that
crops up in News Line’s
attack on the Simon Bolivar
Brigade later that year.

Before long, Mitchell dis-
penses with any attempt to
explain in theoretical terms
why the IMG critic 1s wrong.
He ropes in Fausto Amador,
Joseph Hansen, Somoza the
CIA and the FBI as explana-
tion for why the IMG are
‘Enemies of the Nicaraguan
Revolution’, as the article
was entitled. -

News Lme in the hands of

Healy and Mltchell was now -
pursuing a line not at all
unlike that which it had
fou ht as ‘Pabloism’ before,

broken ‘with Hansen -

over in 1963-4. Healy had be-
come a ‘Pabloite’!

The camouflage behind

which the theoretical strug-
gle for Trotskyism against
revisionism was abandoned
was ‘Security and the Fourth
International’.
nents were simply agents,
who needed to battle their
ideas theoretically?

If our oppo-

The second irony in all this
was, having attacked the
Simon Bolivar Brigade in the
name of ‘Security and the
Fourth International’, the
great crusade against Han-
sen, News Line ended up
keeping company with

. the SWP! The lead-

‘ership of the SWP in the

United States also refused
solidarity to the Latin Amer-
deciding

cised. -

There is one more irony to
speak of. Consider this. If a

| movement like the Sandinis-

tas could fulfil the role of
Bolshevik party, who needed
a Trotskyist party? Any
attempt to form a workers’
party independent of the
leadershlp was plainly re-
dundant, ‘splitting’, perhaps
even _the work of counter-
revolutionaries!

Hence News Line could
attack the Simon Bolivar
Brigade in terms reminis-
cent of Stalinist attacks on
the ~Trotskyist movement,
and using similar methods
(the fake amalgam with
Amad