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WAPPING

JURY

VERDICT
VINDICATES

STRUGGLE

THE DECISION that
Michael Delaney was
uniawfully killed by a
scab TNT lorry near
Wapping on 10 January
is a vindication of the
fight by the Delaney
family and sections of
the working class in
London’s East End.

The jury defied coroner Dr
Douglas Chambers who had
earlier told them that the
appropriate verdict would be
misadventure or accidental
death. Chambers advised that a
verdict of unlawful Kkilling
would not be germane.

Chambers added that a verdict of
unlawful killing would be the same
as causing death by reckless driv-
ing, meaning that TNT lorry driver
Robert Higgins had had ‘total dis-

Sunday 3 May, 4p.m.
Wellclose Square

Duke of York, York Way
near Kings Cross Station, London WC1
start 24 April

regard for the consequences of the
act’.

It is cases such as this which have
driven the Thatcher government to pre-
pare for the scrapping of the jury
system, along lines already present in
the north of Ireland.

The papers in the case will now go
forward to the Director of Public Pro-
secutions who will consider whether
further proceedings will be initiated.

After the verdict, Roy Mincoff, solici-
tor for the family, said: ‘I trust the
police will now prosecute the TNT driv-
er vigorously.’ He added that the family
would consider taking civil action
against the driver and TNT.

TNT was the scab lorry firm that
distributed Murdoch’s papers during
the year-long dispute. Murdoch is a
large shareholder in the company.

John Rees, chairman of the Tower
Hamiets Print Support Group, told
Workers Press that the verdict justified
the tenacious fight of the family to
repudiate suggestions that Michael had
died through misadventure or as a
result of an accident. Rees told us of the
campaign waged to establish the truth
about the Wapping incident.

Accompanied by local MP Peter
Shore, he and others had spent an hour

arguing the case with Home Secretary
Douglas Hurd after collecting 2,000
signatures on a petition.

Rees said that workers in the area
had demanded answers to the following
questions:

@ Why did the Police allow the lorry to

go 25 miles before stopping it when

normal procedure would have been to

galt i_} immediately after such an inci-
ent.?

® Why are such lorries allowed to use
the highway free from all restrictions?

Rees insisted that whatever the DPP
decides, the case would not be allowed
to die. The issue did not concern the
TNT driver alone but the firm itself.
B@ Sunday 3 May, 4p.m. Wellclose
Square, E.1. Tower Hamlets Print Sup-
port Group, in association with Women
against Murdoch, will be holding a
Rally. It will commemorate the 3 May
Wapping demeonstration, will fight on
the question of unemployment and take
forward the Wapping struggle in the
light of the Michael Delaney verdict.

We call upon all Workers Revolution-
ary Party members and Werkers Press
readers to attend this march and rally
and give full support to those who have
struggled to expose the activities of
Murdoch and the scab TNT lorries.




‘Glasnost’ and
Counter-
revolution

THE SECRET of Gorbachev’s ‘openness’ and ‘recon-
struction’ is now out: his Stalinism with a human face
hides a new stage in the preparation of the Soviet
bureaucracy to behead the mounting struggles of the
working class. After his public relations job for
Thatcher, Gorbachev now offers US imperialism con-
cessions on nuclear arms control beyond its wildest
dreams. The State Department is unable to believe its
good fortune.

Defence Secretary Caspar Weinberger, who gener-
ally pushes Reagan towards a tougher line with the
Russians, has been reduced to a low growl. Secretary
of State Shultz has returned from his Moscow visit
with the offer of a deal on all ranges of nuclear
weapons, including, to everyone’s surprise, short-
range missiles.

Amidst all the euphoria, we must warn that these
moves open the Soviet Union to renewed and grave
danger. Gorbachev has declared openly that he does
not regard world capitalism as an enemy. Stalinism —
in its Gorbachevian as much as its more familiar
mode — disarms the workers’ state and the workers’
movement, politically and militarily.

The prospect of a summit meeting between the
super-powers opens up the danger of far more exten-
sive treachery. The chief centres of this betrayal are
not Europe but South Africa and the Middle East.

In each of these regions, the movement against
imperialism is menaced by the bureaucracy’s desper-
ate need for accommodation with imperialism:

@ Acting through the Syrian bonapartist leadership,
Moscow will offer a deal with Zionism at the
expense of the beleaguered Palestinians. Most
likely is a proposal to legitimise the incorporation
of the West Bank of the Jordan into Israel.

® The South African working class continues to
march forward, despite all the attacks of the
apartheid-capitalist state machine. Only one force
can stop it: Stalinism. Talk of a deal between the
African National Congress and a section of South
African big business gets louder every day. Such a
deal, aimed at beheading this powerful mass move-
ment, would require the dual sponsorship of
Washington and Moscow.

All these moves express the fundamentally counter-
revolutionary. nature of Stalinism. Gorbachev is as
firmly based as any other Stalinist on the reactionary
conception that Soviet society must develop as an
island of state-owned property in a sea of capitalism.

The implications of this conception were revealed in
Stalin’s time in the bureaucratic terror of the degener-
ated workers’ state. Economically, it cut off Soviet
economy from world economy, and condemned the
Soviet working class to harder work and lower living
standards than the workers of the west. Militarily, it
placed the Soviet Union in mortal danger from im-
perialism, a danger only averted in 1941-1945 by the
heroism of the Soviet people. '

Soviet industrial advance since World War II did not
bring these dangers to an end. On the contrary, they
were taken to a higher level. Every step forwards in
technology intensified the interdependence of world
economy. At the same time, it made the military
danger still more horrific.

The bureaucracy, in Eastern Europe as well as in
the USSR, was forced to undertake crippling military
expenditure. Now, it must seek help from the interna-
tional banking svstem. The disastrous history of this
strategy in Polana — where the bureaucracy has to
oppress the workers evesr harder in order to service
foreign debts — is only too well known.

The latest moves of Gorbachev must be placed in
the context of the new stage in the international class
struggle and the deepening crisis for world imperial-
ism. In effect, the bureaucracy tells Reagan and
Thatcher: ‘If we don’t hang together, we’ll hang
separately.’

So, from Beirut to Soweto, from Warsaw to Glas-
gow, Stalinism, dressed in fashionable liberal clothes,
must strive to undermine the independent movement
of the working class against capitalism. Social demo-
cracy, the original agency of capital inside the work-
ing class movement, long ago proved itself unable to
do this job. Without Stalinism the dying werld order of
capitalism could not survive.

This was the essential meaning of Trotsky’s fight to
found the Fourth International — against the sceptic-
ism of all those who sought some way to reform
Stalinism or liberalise the bureaucracy. The work to
re-organise the Fourth International is the only
answer to a new stage in the history of Stalinist
counter-revolution.

Hospital workers
fight privatisation

OVER 500 workers at North Manchester
General Hospital lobbied a meeting of the
health authority last week to protest against
plans for extensive privatisation.

. They were attending a mass meeting called by the
joint shop stewards’ committee and voted for an

immediate lobby once they heard of the plans.

The health authority face
an estimated deficit of £1.2
million in 1987/1988 and com-
missioned a document con-
taining proposals to priva-
tise gardeners, porters and
works departments and to
close Ancoats hospital com-
pletely.

- NUPE member Paul Phil-

lips, a cook at the hospital,
told Workers Press what
happened.

€0nce we marched in they
closed the meeting and
wouldn’t tell us if the docu-
ment had been discussed,
they said it was nothing to do
with us.

Our stewards and branch
secretary Vinny Fish ex-
plained that tendering to the
lowest bidder doesn’t neces-
sarily mean a better service.
Domestic services have

[ BY STUART CARTER |

already been privatised.

Medicare have won the
contract to clean clinics and
Hall’s of Liverpool have the
contract for the general hos-
pital.

They gave examples from
health authorities where
these firms already operate
of inadequate standards of
cleaning.

Discussed

The authority hadn’t had
this information, only the
evaluation team, and they
said it would have to be dis-
cussed and if we all went
away they would discuss.
We’ve not heard anything
since.§

Commenting on the effects

privatisation has had
ah_‘gady in the hospital, Paul
said:

€When domestic services
were privatised we were told
38 jobs would go, but over 100
have gone.

The authority were conned
by the managers who were
only in it for the savings. In
the catering department the
in-house tender won the con-
tract. Contracts are sup-
posed to last for three years
but we have been told that
expenditure will be reviewed
monthly and if target figures
have not been met the au-
thority can retender.

So in effect we're on a
one-month contract.

Now they are talking of
closing one of the two can-
teens so what’s the point of
tendering when services are
being closed anyway?

In my opinion we shouldn’t
have put tenders in in the
first place, but there was no
firm lead from the unions.’

One reason private firms
did not win catering con-
tracts is the ending of Crown
Immunity. The Environmen-

tal Health Authority has put
the fear of god into the man-
agement. If kitchen stan-
dards are poor they can’t say
‘leave it’ or ‘what can you do
about it?’ any longer.9

Claims

Paul was not impressed by
Labour’s claims to fight
cuts. He used to work at the
Manchester Jewish hospital,
which closed. ‘When we
wrote to Stan Orme MP, he
wrote back more or less
agreeing that the closure
was a good idea and the
councillors on the health au-
thority didn’t do much.’

® Also in Manchester,
domestics at Prestwich hos-
pital have been told they
must accept downgrading
and loss of pay if the in-house
tender is to be accepted.

The health service unions
have so far failed to lead a
national campaign of opposi-
tion to privatisation and
have advised hospital de-
partments to compete in cut-
ting costs by putting in their
own in-house tenders.

Todd must
resign
from
MSC!

TRANSPORT and Gener-
al Workers Union leader
Ron Todd has threatened
to resign from the Man-
power Services Commis-
sion.

One of the three TUC-MSC
Commissioners, Todd is con-
templating this action be-
cause of the government’s
refusal to increase the be-
nefit paid to those on the new
Job Training Scheme.

Employment Secretary
Lord Young is understood to
have rejected union pleas for
‘extra benefit’ for JTS vic-
tims.

Todd now says his union
will boycott the scheme un-
less ‘trainees’ get extra be-
nifit.

Meanwhile the Scottish
TUC is preparing to ‘with-
hold co-operation’ from the
JTS which union officials say
will make the scheme in-
operable in Scotland.

Ron Todd has been a cri-
tical instrument in the
Thatchers government’s
drive to enslave millions of
young workers on YTS and
other schemes.

This kind of cheap labour
was used for scabbing in the
Contract workers strike in
the North East. It is de-
signed to introduce wage
cuts, sackings, longer work-
ing hours and worse working
conditions for millions of
workers in every industry.

Todd and many other
Labour and trade union lead-
ers have actively partici-
pated in introducing various
forms of cheap labour. He is
now shedding tears for un-
employed workers who are
to be forced to work for food
and a roof because he thinks
they should get ‘extra be-
nefit’.

Trade union rights is the
issue facing those on JTS,
not ‘extra benefit’.
® Ron Todd and all other
TUC commissioners on the
MSC must resign from the
MSC now!

@ Trade union rates of pay
and trade union membership
for all workers and trainees
with no exceptions!
@ Proper jobs at the end of
any training period!

'MOATHOUSE:

Two pickets
arrested

[ BYJOHNOWEN |

TWO pickets were arrested
last Saturday night outside
the Moathouse hotel in
Liverpool, where over 49
staff were sacked two weeks
ago for joining the Transport
and General Workers’
Union.

One of the pickets, Denise
Redmond, was accused of
letting down the staff van’s
tyres, and fellow-picket Gar-
ry Fath was arrested while
trying to stop the police
arresting her.

‘I was taken to the cells,
fingerprinted, and later
charged with obstruction,’
said Garry. ‘I'm due up in
court in May. Why I'm
charged with obstruction I
don’t know.’

Denise was later charged
with being drunk and dis-
orderly. Her case is also due
to be heard in May.

One of the pickets ex-
plained what happened:
‘We’d had a lot of support
from guests at the hotel that
night, and as we were going
off from picket duty one pro-
vocative copper was shout-
ing to us: ‘“Beat it.”

‘We replied that we were
on an official picket line, so
he went off and arrested De-
nise and Garry. When we
asked where they were being
taken the police refused to
tell us. They were let out in
the early hours of the
morning.’

RELEASE JAILED
TRADE UNIONISTS
S WALES MINERS
DEAN HANCOCK: Oakdale —
Eight year sentence. Gartree max-
imum security prison, nr Market
Harborough, Leicester
RUSSELL SHANKLAND: Taff
Merthyr — Eight year sentence.

Gartree maximum security prison,
nr Market Harborough, Leicester

GARY BLACKMORE: Murton —
Two year Youth Custody from De-
cember 1985

MICHAEL STEPHENSON: Wear-
mouth — Three years from June
1986. RF8756 HM Prison Ackling-
ton, Morpeth, Northumbria

JOHN MATTERSON: Murton —
Two years, three months Youth
Custody from December 1985

London bus strike

SIX London bus garages struck last Wednesday in adv-
ance of Friday’s ballot on management plans to slash
wages and increase hours. At a number of other garages
buses came gff the road while mass meetings took place
during working hours to consider Friday’s vote. J

‘Socialist Youth’
ignores ‘Keep Left’
History

[ BY JOLYON RALPH ]

THE LATEST issue of
‘Socialist Youth’, the
paper of the Labour
Party Young Social-
ists, has an article by
Graham Cooper of
Watford LPYS on the
history of the Labour
Party youth move-
ment, starting with the
founding of the
Clapham Young
Labour League in 1920
and finishing with the
present Sawyer prop-
osals for ‘reforming’
the LPYS.

This article ignores
completely the history of
the ‘Keep Left’ move-
ment of 1960-1964 which
built the YS from scratch
to 20,000 members on a
Marxist programme,
finally breaking with the
Labour Party in 1964 af-
ter a series of expulsions.

Cooper covers this vital

part of the Labour move-
ment’s history by saying ‘As
a result of this [circumst-
ances in the late 1950s] the

‘““Young Socialists’’ was

formed, later to be re-named
‘“Labour Party Young
Socialists”’

History

This is a distortion of our
history. The LPYS was a
small rump of a few hundred
members who stayed in the
Labour Party when the
majority of the YS left it.

We would expect this sort
of distortion of history from
the right wing, but this com-
es from the Militant-

controlled ‘Socialist Youth’.
Why do ‘Militant’ ignore
‘Keep Left’, tHe biggest Mar-
xist youth movement in Brit-
ish history, especially when
there are so many similar-
ities with what is happening
today in the YS?

Perhaps it’s because there
was a real Marxist youth
movement in the Labour
Party, at least five times as
big as the present LPYS
(even using the LPYS’s dis-
torted membership figures),
which after a long fight with
the right wing had to split
from them. This would not
be in line with the ‘Militant’
idea of transforming the
Labour Party into some kind
of revolutionary party.

Tiny

Perhaps it’s because at
that time ‘Militant’ was then
a tiny sect with very few
supporters which refused to
support ‘Keep Left’ against
the witch-hunt to safeguard
its own position in the
Labour Party.

Perhaps it does not want to
let its present generation of
supporters, mainly recruited
as a result of the right-wing
witch-hunts, know about S.
Mani, an editorial board
member of ‘Militant’ in 1964,
who voted FOR the expul-
sion of ‘Keep Left’ suppor-
ters.

Militant is picking the bits
out of history that support
their account and ignoring
the rest, especially the parts
where their shady political
activity is exposed.

When ‘Militant’ supporters
learn the truth about the
past, especially the history
of ‘Keep Left’, they will be
more likely to ditch their
group for a real Marxist
organisation, and it is our
job to speed up this process.

.




Police fail

“to halt

Non-Stop
picket

DOZENS of rampag-
ing police failed to
break up the South
African Embassy pick-
et last Sunday as City
of London Anti-
Apartheid Group cele-
brated its first
anniversary of Non-
Stop Picketing.

About 200 people turned
out to celebrate the event

— including the father of -

Winston Silcott, sent-
enced to life imprison-
ment during the
Broadwater Farm trials.

The demonstration was
lively but peaceful. When a
bench was put in the en-
closed area for speakers to
stand on to address the pick-
ets the police made their
well-timed move and waded
into the pickets.

Among those injured was
Steve Kitson, who was
knocked to.the ground by
police and dragged off un-
conscious.

Steve is the son of David
Kitson who spent 20 years in
apartheid jails for his activi-
ggls Cin the armed wing of the

The é)olice deliberately
arrested many of the youth
who spend much of their
time on the Non-Stop Picket
and charged them with off-
ences ranging from ‘police

[ BYCHRISMcBRIDE |

assault’ to ‘highway obstruc-
tion’.

White South African thugs
with diplomatic immunity
have started following peo-
ple off the picket and violent-
ly threatening them.

Plans to launch a cam-
paign with the slogan ‘De-
fend the Non-Stop Picket’
have been suggested.

The Thatcher government,
the police, the Communist
Party and other Stalinists,
the Anti-Apartheid Move-
ment leaders and large sec-
tions of the ANC leadership
have combined to try and
break up the activities of the
City Group.

City Group must make a
turn to the forces fighting the
Tory government and those
in the working class who de-
fend it.

Defence of the Picket can
be developed only on the
basis of a struggle against
those who seek to strangle
the South African workers
and the prospect of working-
class unity among British
and South African workers
in the struggle to destroy
capitalism and bring about
socialism.

City Group activists taking
up these issues will play a
vital role in the struggle for a
socialist revolution in South
Africa which is being held
back by the ANC afid those
who refuse to expose the
treachery of their leaders.

Free the Framed Irish Prisoners
Campaign Committee

BENEFIT

Maria Tolly and Guests
7.30p.m., Friday 24 April
Brent Irish Cultural Centre
Salisbury Road
Queens Park NW6
Admission Free

Organised police intimidation has failed to stop the Non

FIRST ANNIVERSARY

provide strong political defence of the picket

10,000 in‘illegal’
West Belfast march

SOME 10,000 people
defied the new Public
Order Act by marching
through West Belfast
last Sunday to com-
memorate the 71st
anniversary of the 1916
Easter Rising.

Tension mounted at the
assembly point when
British soldiers and RUC
personnel swamped the
area around, evoking
memories of the massive
intimidation at Volunteer
Larry Marley’s funeral a
week earlier.

As people gathered the
RUC announced that the
march was illegal and those
taking part would be liable to
prosecution.

When the new Public
Order Act (N.I.) was read
out, Sinn Fein stewards re-
plied by saying: ‘Yes, this
march is now illegal. All
those wishing to take part
fall in behind the second
band.” The announcement
was cheered.

At Milltown Cemetery a

speaker read out the Proc-
lamation of 1916, and

Haringey blacks, gays,
lesbians hit back

BLACK people, gays, les-
bians, women, trade un-
ionists and socialists are
urged to demonstrate in
the London borough of
Haringey on Saturday 2
May, against-an offensive
being waged by Tories,
racists, and religious
reactionaries.

Two organisations,
Haringey Black Action and
Positive Images, have joint-
ly issued the call.

They see links between
Tory media hysteria against
black youth following the
Broadwater Farm rebellion.
and similar hvsteria against
gays and lesbians over
Haringey council’s positive
‘mages poiicy i schools.

leafier wzrms

that the

Labour Party is responding
to media pressure by trying
to ditch its association with
lesbian and gay rights.

The organisers say pa-
rents’ demonstrations
against Haringey council
policy received backing
from the National Front, the
‘Moonies’ religious cult, and
the scab Union of Democra-
tic Mineworkers.

The UDM promised legal
and financial support to the
so-called Parents’ Rights
Group.

The ‘New Patriotic Move-
ment’, a Moonie-backed out-
fit which held a raldy in sup-
port of Manchester Chief
Constable James Anderton,
has put out the slogan in
Har:ngey: "GAYS = AIDS =
DEATH".

"The reactionaries are not

concerned about ., what is
really happening in schools’,
says the leaflet.

‘They are not concerned
about racism in schools, the
Tory cuts in education, or
the low pay of teachers. In-
stead, they are diverting
attention away from these
issues ’by whipping up pre-

judice.

Religious fanatics have
jumped on the anti-gay, anti-
lesbian bandwagon, the leaf-
let notes.

And it warns: ‘What is
happening in Haringey is not
just about council policy.’
Pointing to a recent increase
in attacks on and murders of
gays and lesbians, they say
Tories ‘are whipping up
hatred and bigotry in a chi-
mate which is further legiti-
mising violence against les-
bians and gayvs.’

[ BY JOHN BALLANTYNE |

wreaths were laid from the
IRA’s Belfast Brigade and
its three battalions, Sinn
Fein, the Prisoners of War
and the National Graves
Association.

A young man who read out
a statement from the IRA
declared that it had never
been so confident and so de-
termined on victory. Since
last year’s Army Council
Convention, which elected a
new command, the organisa-
tion was now more repre-

sentative of the grassroots.

He said the British Gov-
ernment would only be
talked out of Ireland by the
rattle of machine-guns and
the roar of explosions.
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‘The IRA, and especially
this generation of the IRA,
cannot and will not be defe-
ated,” declared Gerry
Adams, who called on those
present to rededicate them-
selves, make the necessary
sacrifices, and ‘do the work
that will bring the day of
freedom forward’.

Referring to Sinn Fein’s
showing in the Republic’s re-
cent general election,
Adams said Sinn Fein
accepted the challenge to
build political support in the
south.

Everyone at the rally was
guilty of an offence under the
new Public Order Act, but
‘ours is a small illegality
compared with those com-
mitted by the terrorists of

-Stop Picketers but only the working class will

the British Army and the
RUC’, Adams stated to loud
applause.

@ Earlier in the day, about
200 had attended the Irish
Republican Socialist Party’s
ceremony, where Terry Har-
kin paid tribute to dead col-
leagues.

® The Workers Party
(‘Stickies’) ceremony was
the only legal gathering,
since this organisation had
complied with the Act by
giving the required seven
days’ notice to the RUC. A
spokesman claimed the true
traditions of Republicanism
were carried foward by
themselves and condemned
the IRA’s struggle.

REPUBLICAN PRISONERS OF WAR

LONG LARTIN
HM Prison Long Lartin, South
Littleton, Evesham, Worcs,
WR11 5TZ
LIAM BAKER: 20-year sentence,
464984.
JAMES BENNETT: 20-year sent-
ence, 464989.
EDDIE BUTLER: Life sentence,
338637.
ROBERT CUNNINGHAM: 20-year
sentence, 131877.
GERRY CUNNINGHAM: 20-year
sentence, 132016.
JOHN McCOMB: 17-year sent-
ence, B51715.
ANDY MULRYAN: 20-year sent-
ence, 461576.
PATRICK MULRYAN: 20-year
sentence, 461575.
NOEL GIBSON: Life sentence,
879225.

PARKHURST
HM Prison Parkhurst, Newport,
Isle of Wight, PO30 5NX

PATRICK HACKETT: 20-year

sentence, 342603.
GERRY McDONNELL: Life sent-
ence, B75882.
PAUL NORNEY: Life sentence,
863532,
TOMMY QUIGLEY: Life sentence
69204.
PETER SHERRY: Life sentence,
B75880.

WAKEFIELD
HM Prison Love Lane, Wake-
field, W Yorks. WF2 9AG
HUGH DOHERTY: Life sentence,
338636.
NATALINO VELLA: 15-year sent-
ence, B71644,

ALBANY

HM Prison Albany, Newport, Isle
of Wight, PO30 5RS
MARTIN BRADY: Life sentence,
119087.
HARRY DUGGAN: Life sentence,
338638.

BILLY GRIMES:
SEAN HAYES: 20-year sentence,
341418.
WANDSWORTH
SEAN KINSELLA: Life sentence,
758661.
GARTREE
HM Prison Gartree, Leicester Rd,
Market Harborough, Leics, LE16
7RP
RONNIE McCARTNEY: Life sent-
ence, 463799.
STEPHEN NORDONE: Life sent-
ence 758663.
JOE O'CONNELL: Life sentence,
338635
ROY WALSH: Life sentence,
119083.
FRANKLAND
HM Prison Finchale Ave, Bras-
side, Durham
WILLIAM ARMSTRONG: Life sent-
ence, 119085
BRENDAN DOWD: Life sentence,
758662.
PAUL HOLMES: Life sentence,
119034

CON McFADDEN: 20-year sent-
ence, 130662.
EDDIE O'NEILL: 20-year sent-
ence, 135722.

LEICESTER
HM Prison Welford Rd, Leices-
ter, LE2 7AJ
PALL KAVANAGH: Lite sentence,
1888.
BRIAN KEENAN: 21-year sent-
ence, B26380.
PATRICK McGEE: Life sentence,
B75881.

WORMWOOD SCRUBS
HM Prison, PO Box 757, Du Cane
Road, London W12 OAE
DONAL CRAIG: 4 years.

VINCE DONNELLY: Life Sent-
ence, 274064,

DURHAM
HM Prison Durham, Old Elvert
Street, Durham.
MARTINA ANDERSON: Life sent-

ence, D25134.
ELLA O'DWYER: lLife sentence,
D25135.
REMAND PRISONERS:
BRIXTON
HM Prison, Jebb Avenue, Brix-
ton, London SW2 5XF.
MICHAEL J McKENNEY: 146486
(has now got 16 year sentence)
LIAM QUINN: L49930
G. (DANNY) McNAMEE: 148616
LIAM McCOTTER
PATRICK McLAUGHLIN
WORMWOOD SCRUBS
VINCE DONNELLY: Life sentence,
274064.

INNOCENT MEN AND
WOMEN FRAMED BY THE
BRITISH POLICE:
CAROLE RICHARDSON: 290719,
HM Prison Styal, Wilmslow,

Cheshire

PATRICK ARMSTRONG: HM Pris-
on Gartree.

PAUL HILL: 462778. HM Prison
Wormwood Scrubs.

GERARD CONLON: 462779, HM
Prison Long Lartin.

JUDITH WARD, HM Prison
Durham.

HUGH CALLAGHAN, 509499, HM
Prison Long Lartin.

JOHN WALKER, 509494, HM Pris-
on, Long Lartin. .

BILLY POWER, 509498, HM Pris-
on Long Lartin.

GERARD HUNTER, 509495, HM
Prison Long Lartin.

RICHARD MCcILKENNY, 509498,
HM Prison Long Lartin.

PADDY HILL, 509496, HM Prison
Long Lartin.

They are all serving life and in the
case of Carole Richardson, indefi-
nite detention.

We thank An Cumann Cabhrach, British
section, for supplying and updating this
information.
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Viraj Mendis conference from
Sanctuary in Manchester

| BY SUE GYWER |

Five hundred people
gathered together at Viraj
Mendis’ sanctuary in Man-
chester last weekend to fight
the immigration laws and
plan how to win Viraj his
right to stay in Britain.

Activists in the Sanctuary
movement attended from as
far away as the US, Switzer-
land and France alongside
Trade Unionists from
Sweden and nationally.
Schoolchildren from Bur-
nage High School, recently
the scene of a racist play-
ground murder entertained
the conference with theatre
and music.

Mother of Abdul Ullah, 13-
year-old victim of the mur-
der sent a message of sup-
port to Viraj and the confer-
ence.

Walter Silcott, father of
Winston Silcott attended the
conference and received
warm applause for his short
message of solidarity.

Occupied

Maire O’Shea voiced her
support for Viraj and talked
of the occupied Six Counties

- as being the practice ground
for the types of attacks being
mounted on trade unionists
and blacks in Britain today.

The conference united
those fighting the immigra-
tion laws with successful
campaigns such as Moham-
med Idrish, the Mashadimir-
za family and the recently
victorious George Roucou.

Rose Alaso and son Brian
from Leeds fighting against
deportation to Uganda con-
gratulated Manchester City
Council on the stand against
rascism and the immigra-
tion laws.

The council is having ex-
treme pressure exerted upon
it to retreat on the offer of a
job to Viraj. The onslaught of
racism incited by Wadding-
ton, the Tory government
and the national and local
press has resulted in a polar-
isation of anti-fascist and

The conference at Viraj’s Sanctuary

anti-racist forces around
Viraj.

Terry French, recently re-
leased jailed miner, visited
Viraj in sanctuary two
weeks ago and identified
with the fight against a com-
mon enemy.

Terry guaranteed that if
Viraj came under attack in
the sanctuary 100 Kent min-
ers would be mobilised in 24
hours to his defence.

The mother of Rajwinder
Singh, the mentally hand-
icapped young man in sanc-
tuary in Bradford, thanked
the VMDC for giving her the
inspiration to fight back.

Som Raj Ray from Wol-

Some of the banners of participating groups

verhampton also facing de-
portation asked the confer-
ence to support a march
being organised jointly by
his union, the NUJ and his
defence campaign for the
end of May or beginning of
June.

The conference passed a
formal resolution in support
of the Caterpillar workers.

Harpal Brar of the Indian
WorkersAssociation empha-
sised that it is in the interests
of the trade union and
Labour movement to fight
racism.

Quoting Marx he pointed
out to thunderous applause:
‘Labour in white skin cannot

be free if in black it is
branded.’

The conference resolved to
work towards building for a
demonstration in London on
30 April when Viraj’s case
has a judicial revue at the
Royal Court of Justice in the
Strand when the judge will
decide whether the case
merits a further hearing.

The campaign is also
mobilising for a national de-
monstration in Manchester
on 11 July. All delegates re-
solved to mobilise support
for this demonstration.

VMDC support groups
have now been set up in
Leicester, Coventry and one
in Italy.

'Vlral Mendis

Stalls outside the conference




Festival Hall,

kby in Ashfleld Huge turn-out to support victimised miners

‘We must fit these

SUPPORTERS of the East Midlands Justice for
Mineworkers campaign packed into the Festival
Hall at Kirkby in Ashfield, Notts, last Sunday as
part of the continuing campaign for the jailed

and sacked miners.

Speakers from the plat-
form — which included
Tony Benn, MP for Ches-
terfield; Sharon Atkins,
prospective parliamen-
tary candidate for Not-
tingham East; and NUM
general secretary Peter
Heathfield — stressed the
need to defend working-
class gains, unite oppres-
sed sections of the labour
movement, and elect a
Labour government.

Tony Benn pomted out that
since the miners’ strike the
struggle had widened to in-
clude Silentnight, Hangers,
GCHQ, and Wapping.

‘As we get near the elec-
tion, we must fit these strug-
gles together, including the

local authorities,” he de-
clared.

‘We must restore seques-
trated funds, reimburse the
councils, and reinstate the
sacked miners.’

Benn felt that the right of
black people to autonomy in
the Labour Party had to be
supported: ‘If women had
not had autonomy before
World War I, they would not
have won the right to orga-
nise.’

‘We must rebuild and re-

.found the labour movement,

built on socialism around
miners, lesbians and gays,
blacks and trade unionists.’
Sharon Atkins condemned
expulsions in the Labour
Party and the lack of de-
fence for those expelled.

‘There is no reason, no ex-

truggles together’

cuse, to boot people out be-
cause they have the wrong
colour, gender, sexuality, or
political views’, she said.
‘Blacks are disillusioned and
under attack. They are of the
working class and they need
a voice in the Labour Party.’

She stressed that miners
had always stood by workers
in struggle, in contrast to
other organisations in the
Labour movement.

It was the NUM and not
the TUC that supported the
South African miners — ‘and
it was the TUC who sold out
the General Strike’.

Peter Heathfield said the
sacking and jailing of miners
was not about violence or
insubordination, but about
what happened to workers
when they stepped out of
line.

‘How do we collect new
evidence to appeal when
miners have been conde-
mned on hearsay evidence?’
he demanded. ‘In most cases

not even the charges are
known.’

British Coal was pushing
Margam to accept the six-
day week: ‘This is not about
six-day working at Margam,
this is about destroying a
national agreement.’

Amid applause, Heathfield
added that just electing a
Labour government
wouldn’t solve the problems
of the working class: ‘Put-
ting Kinnock at No.10 isn’t
enough. We need ordinary
working people to keep
pressurising them.’

Closing the meeting, chair-
man Bill Etherington
pointed out that not one man
would be reinstated through
sitting down with the UDM.

‘It is the job of the NUM to
destroy the UDM,’ he said.
‘A six-day week won’t get
any back, neither will sitting
in with the Coal Board.

‘At the end of the day, we
shall have to have industrial
action, although I’'m not sure
what form it will take.’

Hangers
workers
fight on

SUPPORTERS of 139
Hangers workers locked
out for seven months are
planning to march froem
Roehampton to Bishops
Park on Saturday, 2 May.

The locked-out workers
and their supporters are still
smarting from a piece of
police malice on Boat Race
day, when a huge banner put
up in an attempt to get some
publicity from TV coverage
was hacked down.

Though Hammersmith
and Fulham councils had
given consent, the Met de-
cided that ‘political advertis-
ing’ was not allowed, so they
cut the ropes.

Hangers workers and Put-
ney Labour Party’s Trade
Union Action Committee had
worked for days to make and
put up their message.

Donations and messages
of support should be sent to
Hangers TASS office. Wes-
sex House. 520 London Road.
Mitcham. Surrey CR4 £YQ

Further information ahout
the march can be obtares

gom Kath Crosby orn 11571

‘Scabs are not engineers’
— say Senior Coleman strikers

THE FIGHT for jobs and union recognition
continues at Senior Coleman, Sale, Manchester,
where 101 engineers were sacked three months

ago.

Management have
sunk to the level of trying
to intimidate four deaf
engineers by saying they
would not be able to work
anywhere else.

Workers Press spoke to
three members of the strike
committee, who outlined
some of the developments
since the dispute started on
19 January. We have called
them Sid, Doug and George,
but those are not their real
names.

WP:What was the cause of
the strike?

Sid: The management asked
for new time-sheets to be
implemented. They wanted
a detailed daily time-sheet —
in the past we fifled in a
weeklyv one.

Thev had some consul-

zz2s . before the introduc-

Doug:0One of us asked
McGuinnen, the personnel
director, to delay im-
plementmg the time-sheets
until after the informal con-
ference we had arranged on
22 January. He said: ‘No, it
is not negotiable.’

They implemented the
time-sheets and chose four
people to sack who refused to
use them.

Sid:We suspect those four
people were selected be-
cause management deemed
them to be soft touches.

WP:What was the signifi-
cance of the introduction of
these daily time- sheets?

George:It was as if you were
doing your own time and mo-
tion. They wanted every mi-
nute, every second, of the
day detailed. If you went to
the toilet they wanted to
know how long it took!

Sld But this isn’t essentially

<e zbout time-sheets.
T ime mizRito negoti-

'
AR

ate over the time-sheets.

Doug: At the end of the day
we might have filled them in.
But we wanted this issue to
be dealt with by a full-time
official. He would have been
able to assess if there was an
ulterior motive to introduc-
ing them.

So what it boils down to is

not a strike over the time-
sheets, because they have
tried one or two things
already and a strike could
have happened over some-
thing else in the future. It
seems that they really
wanted a confrontation.
WP:You said that there may
be something else behind the
introduction of the “time-
sheets.
George:It was to get the un-
ion out. The factory has only
been organised for three
years. Before the union ar-
rived, it was a case of shut
up or get out.

The union has meant bet-
ter pay, better conditions
and a complaints procedure.
It has established a
framework for negotiations.

Doug:There is a link be-
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OWE THE undersigned fully
support the use of the ‘no
platform’ tactic against fas-
cists and active racists. We
recognise that this policy is
necessary in the defence of
the rights and freedoms of
black, Jewish and gay peo-
ple in particular. It is not,
however, a tactic that shouid
be used in order to silence

those we may disagree with
| politically.

We therefore deplore and
condemn the misuse of the
‘no platform’ tactic by the
Union of Jewish Students in
the current debate on the
Middle East in the National
Union of Students.

We understand that anti-
Zionist Jews, Tony Green-
stein and Roland Rance,
have been banned from
speakin%at Leeds and Man-
chester Universities respec-
tively, that attempts were
made by UJS at both the
aforementioned universities
to prevent George Johannes
of the African National Con-
gress from speaking and
| that similar attempts have
| been made by UJS, albeit
unsuccessfully, at Thames
and Brighton Polytechnics,
the London School of Eco-
nomics and the School of
Oriental and African Stu-
| dies.

[ Allegations have been
| made that ali the above
named, despite their record
| of anti-racist and anti-

Stop Zionists
abusing the ‘no
platiorm’ tactic

THE Palestine Solidarity Campaign are asking
for signatories for the following resolution from
students, student unions, Labour clubs, etc.

—

imperialist work, are ‘anti-
semitic’. We reject any
attempt to label as anti-
semitic those who are anti-
Zionist.

In the light of the gover-
ment’s recent Education
Act, such a misuse of the ‘no
piatform' tactic can only
undermine those who wish
to prevent the National Front
and others from organismg
on campuses. The ‘no plat-
form’ tactic should be used
only to defend the freedom
of those under attack from
fascists and active racists,
not to deny freedom of
speech to those one may
disagree with as a means of
avoiding debate.

By issuing this statement,
we are not expressing any

articular view on the Israel/

alestine questions. We
would equally deplore
attempts to ban Jewish
societies on the basis of
their views on Zionism. We
demand the immediate with-
drawal by Leeds and Man-
chester Universities of the
ban on Tony Greenstein and
Roland Rance and an im-
mediate end to this abuse of
the ‘no platform’ tactic.9

® Please return signed
statements to: Palestine
Solidarity Campaign, c/o
Student Union, Brighton
Polytechnic, Lewes Road,
Brighton, East Sussex.

The station
with no heart

| BY SIMON BURGESS |

JOURNALISTS at Craw-
ley-based Radio Mercury
(‘the heart of the South’)
are struggling to defend
their basic union rights.

The dispute started on 1
April when managing direc-
tor John Aumonier imposed
a new contract which

@ removes all recognition of
the National Union of Jour-
nalists;

@ slashes maternity and re-
dundancy benefits;

@ abolishes special respon-
sibility payments and yearly
pay rises;

@ fails to guarantee adequ-
ate numbers of staff;

@ cuts back on many other
conditions of employment.

Members blacked news

programmes and were Sus-
pended without pay. Nation-
al news stories are still being
taken from IRN’s land-line
but local news is being ‘lifted
straight out. of the local
press’.

Post Office workers have
refused to cross the journal-
ists’ picket line, stopping
press releases going into the
station. Labour-controlled
Crawley Council have black-
ed Mercury.

A meeting between Au-
monier and NUJ officers
was due to take place last
week at NUJ headquarters
in London.

® Send messages of support
and donations to: S. Midg-
ley, 1 Alice Close, Alice
Street, Hove, Sussex.

tween Professor Roland
Smith, who is on the board of
Silentnight, and Senior Cole-
man. We believe he is also an
advisor to Thatcher. These
links are being investigated.

WP:What effect are you hav-
ing on Senior Coleman?

Doug:They have made a
trading loss of £800,000.
Their shares have been drop-
ping on the Stock Exchange.
A lot of work is coming back
because the standard of pro-
ducts has deteriorated.

The scabs are not en-
gineers. The majority are
rogues, drug addicts. The
police know most of the
scabs going in. They even
said it made their job easier.

The company has sacked
30 scabs so far. Some have
been caught in the toilet in-
jecting themselves, some
have been charged with sex-
ual abuse. The drug squad
lifted one scab coming out of
the factory.

McGuinnen says produc-
tion is normal, but how can it

be?

WP:What support have you
received from the trade un-
ion movement?

Sid:Well, the AEU and the
NUM have been two of the
better financial contribu-
tors, and workers at Maneys
and Thorn EMI have been
good supporters. But we do
need more support.

It has made me realise the
need to support other work-
ers .

George:The Caterpillar set-
up was brilliant, fantastic. I
have never seen a’set-up like
that before in my life. They
have got the numbers, and
the backing of the trade un-
ion movement.

8id:We are asking for more
support.

Senior Coleman strikers
need both financial and
physical support. Their
strike committee can be con-
tacted through the AEU’s
Manchester  South District
Secretary, E. Gwilliam, 43
Crescent, Salford M5 4PE
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General
strike
threatens

Botha

While white South Africa
prepares for a general
election, which President
Botha hopes will be a vote
of confidence, the sur-
rounding Black massess
are flexing their indust-
rial muscle in what could
become a stormy general
strike.

More than 20 trains were
firebombed in one week in
the Johannesburg area, as
the number of Black rail
workers on strike for union
recognition neared 20,000.

The six-week old rail
strike, originally sparked by
victimisation of a union
member at City Deep con-
tainer depot, has been joined
by 6,000 postal workers in
solidarity.

The Postal and Telecom-
munications Workers’ Asso-

ciation is raising its own de-
mands for better conditions
and pay, and said last week
it would spread the action if
management did not settle
quickly.

Workers anger was in-
creased last week with news
that railway employers,
South Africa Transport Ser-
vices, were threatening to
sack strikers, and that 300
railworkers had been
arrested under Emergency
regulations at Ogie, near
Springs, for ‘gathering ille-
gally’.

Municipal emplioyees
could be out next. The Muni-
cipal Workers of South Afri-
ca (MWUSA) issued a state-
ment last week backing the
rail and post strikes, and
warning that it might call its
members out in solidarity.
Municipal workers brought
Johannesburg to a halt in a
strike in 1980.

Transkei arrests
NUM members

. Miners at the Anglo-
American corporation’s New
Denmark colliery in the
south-eastern Transvaal
walked off shift last week,
angry at hearing that 75 un-
ion members had been
arrested in the Transkei ‘in-
dependent homeland.’

The men were arrested
while going to attend the
funeral of a colleague,
McDonald Mvundla, and
charged with ‘furthering the
aims of banned organisa-

tions’ — the National Union
of Mineworkers(NUM) and
the Confederation of South
African Trade Unionists
(Cosatu).

Transkei’s stooge-ruler
Chief Matanzima had just
expelled General Ron Reid-
Daly and other former
Rhodesian Selous Scouts, but
denied there had been a
military coup attempt. The
miners were stopped at a
road block set up after the
military expulsions.

South
Korea:
police
attack
memorial
crowd

South Korean police hurling
tear gas and wielding elec-
tric stun-batons attacked
students leaving a Seoul
cemetery, last Sunday, mak-
ing over 100 arrests.

The students had gathered
over 4,000-strong at Suyuri
hill, in the capital’s north-
eastern suburbs, to honour
those who died in 1960 de-
monstrations that brought
down US-backed dictator
Syngman Rhee.

The Chun Doo-Hwan reg-
ime is bracing itself for big
demonstrations in May
marking the anniversary of
the unsuccessful 1980 rising
when 193 people were Kkilled.

On Good Friday, there
were demonstrations in
several Korean cities
against Chun’s regime, and
students at the university
burnt an effigy of the ‘fascist
military dictatorship.’

South Korea’s Home
Secretary had to resign this
year after it was revealed
that a student leader had
been tortured to death in
police custody. There were
angry demonstrations by
students and parents. Hu-
man rights groups disputed
government claims that the
torture was an isolated case.

The new Home Affairs
minister is former Army
chief Chung Ho Yong, whose
special forces suppressed
the 1980 Kwang Ju rising.

Moonies’
press
power

Despite claims of ‘balder-
dash’ by right-wing editor
Arnaud de Borchgrave, staff
who’ve resigned from the
‘Washington Times’ blame
Rev. Sun Myung Moon’s Uni-
fication Church for editorial
interferance.

Former leader writer Wil-
liam Cheshire and four
others quit after being told
by de Borchgrave to alter a
column criticising the South
Korean government as auto-
cratic.

Cheshire said: ‘It is no lon-
ger possible, in my judge-
ment, for the Times to main-
tain independence from the
Unification Church under
the editorship of de Bor-
chgrave, if it is indeed at all.’

With 104,000 readers, the
‘Washington Times’ is the
US capital’s second-largest
newspaper. Its right-wing
politics have made it a
favourite with the Reagan
White House and it is
favoured with National
Security Council leaks for its
SCOOpS.

Owners World Com-

munications Incorporated,
closely linked to the
‘Moonies’, subsidised the
paper to the tune of $35 mil-
lion last year to cover its
losses.
@ While followers hawk lit-
tle papers like ‘One World’
around ghopping centres,
soliciting money ‘for mis-
sionary work’, Rev. Moon,
millionaire businessman and
former South Korean CIA
agent, has built an interna-
tional press empire serving
right-wing interests.

INTERNATIONAL NEWS D

Ex-South

African
prison

comrades

back
David
Kitson

David Kitson has been a member
of the trade union TASS for 39
years. Twenty of those years were
spent in jail as a political prisoner
in South Africa, following Kitson’s
return there after working in Bri-

tain.

He was jailed for his part in the
leadership of Umkhonto we Sizwe, the
military wing of the banned African
National Congress in South Africa,
after the arrest of its first tier of
leadership including Nelson

Rolihlahla Mandela.

During Kitson’s imprisonment in South
Africa, TASS undertook to provide for his
future for life after his release, in recogni-
tion of his part in the fight against apar-
theid. This was to be in the form of a
research fellowship for life at Ruskin Col-
lege, Oxford, funded by TASS. Ruskin
College confirms that no political condi-

associated.

To us, former political prisoners in South
Africa and colleagues of David Kitson in
prison, the retrospective and arbitrary
introduction by TASS of such a criterion
into a British trade union appointment
appears both undemocratic in the union
context and an interference with academic
freedom. Nor do we consider it consistent
with the principles of the struggle for
liberation in South Africa itself.

And surely, Kitson has suffered enough
for his beliefs, without now having his new
livelihood threatened?

We protest at TASS’s action and call on
the union to rescind this rash decision.
TASS should restore David Kitson to his
post at Ruskin College.

tions were specified by TASS at the time of
the agreement being made.

Kitson was released from prison in South
Africa in May 1984 and took up his appoint-
ment at Ruskin in December that year.

Last year, arisin
between anti-apartheid organisations in
Britain, the TASS executive unilaterally
decided to end the funding of Kitson’s post,
apparently on the grounds that it dis-
approved of the anti-apartheid organisa-
tion with which it believed Kitson to be

out of disagreement

Baruch Hirson
Paul Trewhela
John Laredo
David Evans

UP AGAINST THE WALL! Guardia Civil with CS gas launchers driven back by angry workers in Reinosa.

‘End
Legal
Murder’

Fourteen people were ex-
ecuted for murder in the
Byelorussian town of
Vitebsk. Then the real killer
was caught.

Soviet lawyer Sofia Kelina
cites ‘horrible, tragic legal
errors’ as one reason the
Soviet Union should give up
the death penalty.

Writing in ‘Moscow News’
(April 17), Selina says aboli-
tion would demonstrate ‘not
only the magnaminity of our
society but also its inner
strength.” She suggests it
could be done gradually, by
reducing the number of off-
ences carrying the death
penalty.

Abolished by the October
Revolution, used by Stalin to
despatch political oppo-
nents, the death penalty can
be used for 18 offences, rang-
ing from espionage to
embezzlement, under pre-
sent Soviet law.

In another article in ‘Mos-
cow News’, writer Vladimir
Kardin says human life is
only sacrosanct ‘when de-
liberate violent death has
been ruled out ... when
legitimised murder, capital
punishment, has been ruled
out as well.’

‘Izvestia’ reported on
April 17 how an accountant
framed by a senior police
officer had spent 21 months
in the death cell before his
sentence was annulled by the
Supreme Court.

Armour sent against
Spanish steel town

Spain’s so-called ‘Social-
ist’ government has sent
armoured cars into the
northern steel town of
Reinosa in its effort to
crush workers’ opposition
to sackings.

Over 700 Civil Guards, us-
ing rubber bullets, CS gas,
and baton charges, were in
action two nights running en-
forcing a government ban on
demonstrations announced
on April 17.

Over 40 people were in-
jured, several seriously, one
man suffering a fractured

skull from a beating by the
guards. Over sixty Feople
were being held by police on
Good Friday.

Workers at the local steel
plant and a nearby lorry
components factory have
been occupying to fight clo-
sure and sackings. Earlier
this month, they held one of
their bosses in his office.
When police tried to storm
the plant, workers gathered
outside beat them back, tak-
ing a group of police pris-
oner.

On April 16, squads of Civil

West Germany's
housing crisis

GERMAN tenants’ associa-
tions are concerned for
workers’ welfare as more
and more families are
threatened with homeless-
ness.

Because of rising rents
people with low incomes find
there are fewer houses they
can afford.

Already 21 per cent of an

average household’s income
goes on rent — 25 per cent in
the case of families with
especially low incomes.

One third

Threatened with
homelessness are one third
of all young householders
and half of all single parents.

Guards backed by armoured
cars were poured into Reino-
sa. Armoured cars cruised
the streets warning people
over loudspeakers to stay in-
doors. Around the city centre
park, 16 armoured cars
formed a ring to stop a plan-
ned demonstration.

Battles took place on the
main highway outside the
town, where demonstrators
had thrown up burning barri-
cades, and at Reinosa rail-
way station, where they
tried to stop the Santander-
Madrid express.

Gonzales’ Socialist Party
government has blamed the
Communist Party-led Work-
ers’ Commissions for the
trouble in Reinosa. But the
Socialist Party-linked UGT
unions have also expressed
support for the Reinosa
workers, and told Gonzales
his austerity measures,
causing unemployment, are
alienating workers.

@® LAST MONTH over a mil-
lion passengers were
stranded by rail and air
strikes in Spain.

Unions affiliated to the
UGT (led by the Socialist
Party) and Workers’ Com-
missions (led by the Com-
munist Party) joined in call-
ing a 24-hour stoppage to
oppose the socialist govern-
ment’s 5-per-cent pay limit.

The unions are demanding
up to 8 per cent. P




ARGENTINA

MAS leads the fight

THE abortive military coup in Argentina con-
tains important lessons for the

ing class.

- It demonstrates the fragile nature of
bourgeois democracy in that country. The
attempted take over by sections of the army
was defeated neither by Parliamentary institu-
tions nor the sux sed negotiatin

fonsin but by the class
action of the Argentinian workers who came
out in their hundreds of the thousands to
oppose the re-imposition of military dicta-

President Raul

torship.

ritish work-

Argentina contains the latest warning of the
treacherous role of Stalinism which through-

out the world is committed to the peaceful

skill of

regime.

road to socialism, a programme which met
with such tragic consequences in Chile.
The Argentinian events also demonstrate
the crucial role of leadership in the working
class. As our correspondent reports, the
Trotskyist movement in Argentina played a
crucial role in mobilising the working class
and opposing the attempts of refomists and
others to compromise with the military

The Movement Towards
Socialism (MAS) was in the
forefront of mobilising
against last week’s attemp-
ted military coup in the
Argentina.

Together with the Mothers
of Plaza de Mayo they were
the only organisations that
refused to sign the agree-
ment between the govern-
ment and the military after
the attempted coup.

The MAS and the Mothers
of Plaza de Mayo have de-
nounced the government for
signing an agreement with
the military which grants
the Military Department im-
munity from prosecution for
the crimes which they com-
mitted during the dicta-
torship.

The main newspapers in
Argentina and other Latin
American countries have de-
nounced the MAS as the only
organisation which refused
to support the government.
On the other hand all the
newspapers also recognise
that they were in the fore-
front of opposition to the
coup.

United

The MAS called for the
organisation of a united
General Strike to fight
against the military.

They called for a serious
turn in every factory and to
concentrate on both the main

cities and around the army
barracks.

This call was widely
accepted in the workplaces
and even the CGT Labour
Federation was forced to
support what was already
under way.

During the demonstration
the MAS was one of the big-
gest and most militant con-
tingents.

When at the Plaza de Majo
on Saturday President Alfon-
sin announced in front of
400,000 people that he was
going to negotiate wih the
military, both the MAS and
the Mothers of the Plaza de
Mayo led a walk-out from
the plaza. Their contingents
were chanting: ‘No negotia-
tions! Smash the rebellion!’

Palestinians united

PALESTINIAN leaders
meeting in Algiers have re-
unified their national move-
ment to confront all the con-
spiracies of imperialism,
Zionism, and the corrupt
Arab regimes.

Palestinian fighters cele-
brated with a fierce rocket
attack on northern Israeli
settlements, on the same day
that delegates were giving
Yasser Arafat a standing
ovation at the opening of the
Palestine National Coun-
cil{PNC), the Palestinians’
parliament in exile.

Earlier, a Palestinian
commando unit had crossed
the border and fought Israeli

troops. The raid was claimed
by the Palestine Liberation
Organisation (PLO).

PLO chairman Yasser
Arafat entered the hall
together with George Hab-
bash, leader of the Popular
Front for the Liberation of
Palestine (PFLP). It was the
first time Habbash had
attended a PNC meeting for
five years, and the end of a
rift that had deeply divided
Palestinians.

To ease the way for the
PFLP and Nayef Hawat-
meh’s Democratic Front to
rejoin Fatah and other
Palestinians in a re-unified
PLO, Arafat gave three poli-

cy pledges:

One, to annul the PLO’s
1985 Amman accord with
King Hussein of Jordan,
which was to have provided
for joint representation in
any peace talks. It was only
a matter of time, or form,
before the PLO renounced
this.

The imperialist-backed
Hussein had effectively re-
neged on the Amman deal by
closing PLO offices, arrest-
ing militants, and trying to
promote his own stooges
against the PLO leadership.
Arafat had little to lose.

Second, to downgrade re-
lations with Egypt, distanc-

INTERNATIONAL NEWS
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Grenada pr iSﬂI_IEI‘S
allege hrutality

Grenadans appealing
against sentence for the
‘murder of former Prime
Minister Maurice Bishop
have smuggled out a mes-
sage detailing irregularities
in their trial, and reported
brutal treatment in prison.
The seventeen prisoners,
all captured by US troops
during the October 25, 1983
invasion of their island, con-
tinue to insist on their inno-
cence of the murder charge.
They say the jury was
selected, and evidence pre-
sented in their absence, they
were denied proper repre-
sentation, and the judge con-
nived at contempts by pro-
secution and media.

Since the trial ended with a
guilty verdict in December,
the prisoners have been held
in Richmond Hill prison,
St.George’s, Grenada, pend-
ing an appeal.

According to information
released in London by the
New Jewel 19 Committee,
severe beatings have been
meted out to all the pris-
oners.

Accusing Prison Commis-
sioner Lionel Mallony of
ordering a group of warders
to beat up prisoner Lt. Iman
Abdullah on February 16 and
18, their report says Abdul-
lah was denied medical
treatment despite being ren-

dered unconscious by the
beatings.

Prisoners are being denied
exercise, kept 24 hours a day
in their cells, under strong
lights the whole time. Trade
unionist and New Jewel cen-
tral committee member
John ‘Chalkie’ Ventour’s
eyesight has deteriorated
considerably under this
treatment.

Prisoners’ food rations
have been cut by more than
half, and they had their
plates and bowls removed,
forcing them to eat off the
floor with their hands. Lt.
Christopher Stroude has suf-
fered black outs as a result
of inadequate diet.

Although the prisoners are
due to dpresent lengthy and
detailed appeals, they have
been denied access to their
legal notes, the committee
reports.

‘The purpose of this treat-
ment is to demoralize and
physically destroy the health
of prisoners so that they will
be in no physical or mental
condition to adequately pre-
pare or effectively defend
themselves at their forth-
coming appeal,” the New
Jewel 19 Committee con-
cludes.

The committee is urgeing
representations to the Gov-
ernment of Grenada over the
treatment of the prisoners.

ing the PLO from Mubarak’s
government so long as it
maintains anything of prede-
cessor Sadat’s 1978 Camp
David treaty with Israel,
seen as having freed the
Zionist war machine for its
invasion of Lebanon.

Relations will not be
broken completely, so long
as Mubarak upholds the
Palestinians’ demand for
representation in any inter-
national conference. The
PLO will keep its office in
Cairo.

Thirdly, reaffirming com-
mitment to step up armed
struggle against Israel. This
is in line with what PLO

military commander Abu
Jihad said last year, that the
armed struggle will con-
tinue, and that so long as the
Zionists do not define their
borders, Palestinian fighters
will not distinguish between
occupied territory and the
state’s territory.

‘We will maintain our
armed struggle against
Israel’, Arafat told the PNC
opening session, ‘not be-
cause we seek war, but be-
cause we want peace; a just

‘and comprehensive peace on

the basis of the Palestinian
right to self-determination
and to an independent state
with Jerusalem as its
capital.’

USA

FARMERS in the United States are among the

most productive in the world. But thousands are
finding it difficult to make ends meet, and going
bankrupt. There have been many demonstra-
tions demanding the government do something.

Bankruptcies in rural
America, factory clo-
sures and sackings at
Caterpillar and Massey-
Ferguson, cuts in food
production in the EEC,
starving kids in Africa,
Asia, Latin America.

Capitalism is a world-wide
system, it has produced 24-
hour computer-linked spe-
culation in commodities and
currencies around the globe;
but it cannot organise to take
grain out of silos into hungry
mouths, and it rewards far-
mers and workers’ produc-
tivity with bankruptey and
the sack.

The facts and figures on
US farming.

@ A study last year found
that 35 per cent of all com-
mercial farms in the United
States were either no longer
economically viable under
present conditions, or had
debt burdens that would sink
them unless restructured.

® Between 1979 and 1983, net
farm income,. adjusted for
inflation, fell by nearly two
thirds, to the lowest levels
since the Great Depression.
It rose in 1984, but has been
falling sharply since.

@® A larger percentage of
farm income is confng from
the US taxpayer. In 1983, the
Reagan Administration
budgeted for a $1.8 billion
farm programme. It actual-
ly grew to neare. $19 billion.

For some time now, Amer-
ican governments have
effectively paid farmers not
to produce. Paid to take
acreage out of production,
farmers invested in fertiliser
and machinery ete, increas-
ing yields from remaining
acres.

Farm prices last year for
food grains — wheat, rice,
etc. — were 42 per cent less
than in 1974. The Reagan
administration also cut price
support loans.

@® Farm debts. During the
1970s, enterprising farmers,
often encouraged by their
bank managers and govern-
ment advisers, borrowed
heavily to invest, and pro-
duce for export.

But while interest rates
and the prices of farm equip-
ment soared, US agricultu-
ral exports and farm prices
fell. The farmers are caught.

Total farm debt in 1971
was about $54 billion. By 1976
it was $91 billion. In 1986 it
reached over $215 billion.
That is, the United States
farm debt is bigger than the
combined foreign debts of
Brazil, Mexico, and Argenti-
na, leading debtor countries.

From 1982-5, the rate of
farm bankruptcies quadru-
pled. Another 200,000 com-
mercial farms have crip-
pling debt problems.

It is not much use farmers
relying on farm land and
buildings as collateral. The
value of farm land has drop-
ped by an average of 20 per
cent in the past six years,
and in states like Iowa by
more than 50 per cent. There
was a $200 billion drop in the
value of farm assets since
1981.

A Senate study released in

May last year showed a $146
billion fall in land value be-

tween 1982 and 1985 —
equivalent to the assets of 11
major corporations includ-
ing IBM, General Electric,
Kodak, and McDonalds.

The Farm Credit Sys-
tem(FCS) lost.$2.7 billion in
1985 — that’s larger than the
Continental Illinois bank fai-
lure. Non-performing loans
made up 11 per cent of the
FCS portfolio. By this year
nearly 50 FCS insititutions
will have been liquidated.

From 1982 to 1984, the per-
centage of agricultural
banks identified by the
Federal Deposit Insurance
corporation as ‘problem
banks’ — likely to fail —
more than doubled, from 13
to 27 per cent.

Out of 43 commercial
banks that failed in 1983,
seven were farm banks. In
1984, it was 25 out of 78. In
1985, more than half — 62 out
of 118 banks that went under
— were farm banks.

World debt, US farmers,
and workers: Since the
world debt crisis burst in
1982, US policy has been that
debtor nations must increase
exports, cut imports, to keep
up foreign banks profits.

More land in poor coun-
tries is turned over to cash
crops for export, driving
peasants onto poor soils,
creating famine in Africa
and elsewhere.

Argentina and Brazil step-
ped up exports in a race
against falling world prices,
trying to keep up their in-
terest payments. US far-
mers could not compete
while the dollar was high and
market countries were get-
ting poorer.

The crazy logic of capital-
ism has come to mean, the
more you produce, the poor-
er you get.

Worsening debt problems in
the poorer countries, farm cri-
sis in the USA, and EEC
governments’ plans to cut
groduct;on, have combined to

it the jobs of workers in the
agricultural machinery in-
dustry.

‘We Can Feed the World’,
the slogan adopted by Cater-
pillar workers in Scotland,
will be echoed by farmers
and farmworkers in the USA
and throughout the world. It
can’t be done under capital-
ism. We need to develop and
fight for a world socialist
plan.

Where
else
but
America?

As homelessness grows in
US cities, latest gimmick
from America’s toy in-
dustry is a ‘Bag Lady’
doll, realistically mod-
elled on old women vag-
rants who walk city
streets looking for a place
to sleep, carrying their
miserable belongings in
old plastic carrier bags.
Associations for the
homeless calculate that
at $75 each, the dolls are
equal to the cost of put-
ting up a real ‘bag lady’
in a hostel for three
nights. But who’s going to
find money for that?

CARIBBEAN
DALL

[ BYSATISHSEKAR |

I HAVE just returned
from Dominica where I
was a guest of the nation-
al Workers Union, the
only active trade union in
Dominica, during their
tenth anniversary
celebrations.

At the seminars, useful
discussions were held on
topics such as the threat of
nuclear war, the foreign
debt, the involvement of the
union’s membership in the
policies of the union ete.

But initially they were
very poorly attended due to
anti Labour laws threaten-
ing workers with dismissal
by refusing to give written
authorisation to the NWU for
workers to get time off to
attend, despite verbal prom-
ises.

During six years of Free-
dom Party rule the foreign
debt has escalated rapidly,
the average wage and stan-
dard of living has plum-
meted and the Eugenia
Charles administrations
only answer is to sell the
people to the interests of
American imperialism via
the Caribbean Basin Initia-
tive (CBD).

This was devised by the
U.S.A., as a reaction to the
Grenadian and Nicaraguan
revolutions and the fall of
Patrick John in Dominica in
1979, to safeguard American
interests in their sphere of
influence.

Originally the U.S.A.
wanted Canada, Venezuela
and Mexico to participate in
the initiative but they all felt
that too many strings were
being attached and con-
cluded seperate agreements.

Any country showing
vaguely socialist sym-
pathies, or which had
nationalised an American
company without prompt
compensation was autornati-
cally disqualified from re-
ceiving CBI aid.

The CBI allows American
employers to repatriate all
of the profits leaving the
Caribbean financially depen-
dent on the U.S.A. indefinite-
ly. The Minister of Labour
(also the Attorney General)
said that ‘Dominicans must
be prepared to accept a little
exploitation as the price of
development’.

The CBI also provides
military aid which has led to
the militarisation of the
Caribbean and strengthen-
ing of the security forces to
brutally repress any signs of
popular resistance to the
economic morass that the
CBI has not and cannot
solve.

Eugenia Charles’ govern-
ments answer to the glaring
social injustice that is the lot
of most Dominicans is to
waste taxpayers money
building permanent gallows
to hang three people, despite
the vast majority of Domini-
cans being unequivocally
opposed to the death penalty.

This was proved by the
public outrage to the recent
hanging of Major Frederick
Newton who was convicted
of murder, despite being at
home with his family when
the incident occured, due to
the law of Common Design.

There have been several
incidents of unarmed and de-
fenceless Rastas being shot
dead by the police, for no
reason other than Eugenia
Charles’ wish to eradicate
opposition to her tyrannical
rule. Prisoners are deprived
of even the most fun-
damental human rights such
as sunlight and exercise.

The N.W.U. have sent tape
recorded appeals to people all
over the world to defend their
rights as human beings and
help the people of Dominica
in their hour of need.

For further information -
please contact: Satish Sekar.
Tel.01-855-0618 or 854-2030
ex 423.
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REVIEWS

Review of Dennis O’Rourke’s
Documentary ‘Half Life‘ shown on
channel four at 10.45pm on
Thursday 16 April

IN HALF LIFE, Australian writer-
director Dennis O’Rourke shows
brilliantly to what barbaric lengths
American imperialism will go to
achieve global military super-
iority.

This leasurely paced and
thoughtful documentary concen-
trates on the causes and the tragic
consequences of America’s first
Hydrogen bomb test on Bikini Atoll
on March 1, 1954.

It draws on recently de-
classified official documents, evi-
dence from US weathermen and a
radio operator who were stationed
downwind of the blast, and inter-
siews with many Marshall islan-

ers.

O’Rourke’s style is superficially
simple, but tremendously effec-
tive. He uses captions, rather than
commentary, an abundance of re-
vealing contemporary newsreels
and classified films, in addition to
the elements already mentioned.

1 will draw freely on O’Rourks
material to order to tell his story.

Caption: ‘About twc thousand
miles south west of Hawaii there is
a cluster of tiny coral atolls called
the Marshall Islands. The US took
these islands from. Japan during
the Pacific War.’

‘In 1947 the United Nations
placed the islands under the pro-
tection of America. The Trus-
teeship Agreement stated that the
US was required to: “Recognise
the principle that the interests of
the inhabitants are paramount...”
and to “protect their rights and
fundamental freedoms.””’ -

What the United States govern-
ment actually did was to use the
Marshall Islands as a testing
ground for new atomic weapons.

Caption: ‘The first tests were
held on Bikini Atoll. The people
there, and on the atolls downwind,
were removed from their tradition-
al homeland.’

‘During the next decade the US
Atomic Energy Commission (AEC)
exploded at least sixty-six nuclear
bombs on these islands, contami-
nating them for centuries to come.’

‘Today (1985), the US is in the

process of terminating its Trus-

teeship Agreement.’

Ronald Reagan’s scriptwriters,
sitting as always on the sunny side
of the street, drafted the text for
the maladjusted robot’s broadcast
to the nation:

Reagan fixed a smile on the tele
prompter and read as follows:
‘Under the Trusteeship we have
come to know and respect you as
members of our American family.
And now, as happens to all fami-
lies, members grow up and leave
home.

‘... As you chart your own
course for economic development,
and as you take up your new status
in the world as a sovereign nation,
we look forward to continuing our
close relationship with you in your

“new status. You will always be

family to us.

‘Over the years perhaps one of
the most lasting and valuable
things we have built together are
not the roads, the airports, the
schools and hospitals, but rather
an undertanding of the meaning of

democracy and the dignity of self
determination. . . Thank you and
congratulations!’ — To which I
might add a clutch of exclamation
marks of my own, were it not for
the fact that an elderly Marshal-
lese mother makes the point more
forcefully that I ever could.

‘Don’t American’s know that ev-
ery life is precious? They are edu-
cated people. Do they really be-
lieve that one person’s life is unim-
portant? What goes on in the minds
of these people? They think they
are smart but really they are
crazy. They are smart at doing
stupid things!’

. To grasp the depth of the Amer-
ican ruling class’ cynicism, articu-
lated to perfection by Reagan. we
must go back to that fateful day in
March, 1954 when the administra-
tion had already carried out its pre

‘ meditated act of genocide.

Caption: '. . . The winds car-
ried the fallout towards the inha-
bited islands. At midday a snow-
like powder began to fall on Ronge-
lap. The islanders had not been
warned, and their children. who
had seen pictures of snow. played
in the fallout. That night everyone
became violently ill. Navy ships
were measuring the radioactivity.
These ships were protected from
the anticipated fallout. They could
have rescued the islanders but
they were ordered to sail away.’

A decision must have been taken
at the very highest level in
Eisenhower’s administration to
use the detonation of the first H-
bomb (Operation ‘Bravo’) to moni-
tor the effects of radioactive fall-
out on human populations — a
progamme of medical and scien-
tific investigation that continues to
this day!

The official version has always
held that due to a sudden, last-
minute shift in the wind pattern at
the time the nuclear devise was
activated, atolls previously
assumed ‘safe’ were unfortunately
affected by fallout.

At a press conference one month
after the explosion a government
spokesman had this to say: ‘For
the day of shot-1, meteorologists
had predicted a wind condition
which should have carried fallout
to the north of a group of small
atolls lying to the east of Bikini.

‘The survey aircraft carefully
searched the area and reported no

shipping. The shot was fired.

‘The wind failed to follow the
predictions (my emphasis), but
drifted south of that line, and then
little islands of Rongelap, Ronger-
ic and Utirick were on the edge of
the path of the fallout.

‘A Japanese fishing trawler
appears to have been missed by
the search, but based on a report

- attributed to the skipper, to the

effect that he saw the flash of the
explosion and felt the concussion
six minutes later, it must have
been well within the danger area.

‘The 23 crew members of the
ship, 28 American personnel man-
ning weather stations on these is-
lands, and the 236 natives on the
islands were therefore within the
area, of the fallout.

‘The taskforce commander
promptly evacuated all people
from the islands. They were taken
to the island of Kwajaiein where
we maintain a naval establishment
and there placed them under con-
tinuous and competent medical su-
pervision. (my emphasis)

‘. . . Since that time it has been

" determined that one weather per-

sonnel can return to duty but they
are still being kept on Kwajaiein

-for the benefit of extended

observation (my emphasis). None
of these 28 weather personnel have
any burns. The 236 natives also
appear to me to be well and happy.

‘Today, a full month after the
event, the medical staff of Kwa-
jaiein have advised us that they
anticipate no illness barring, of
course, deseases which may be
hereafter contracted.’

This statement made in the pre-
sence of Eisenhower and other
government officials is, as
O’Rourke proves, a lie from start
to finish.

Don Baker (Radio Operator,
Rongeric Atoll): ‘Mr Strauss indi-
cated that shortly after the blast
there was a sudden shift in the
winds. Well, I don’t really believe
that. It’s my firm belief that the
winds were already blowing in a
easterly direction, and that they
intended to use Marshallese na-
tives as guinea pigs, because
you're going to have a controlled
environment, you’re going to have
people that are going to live there
for the rest of their lives. That way
they would be able to evaluate the
short term and the long-term
effects of radiation.” Lamon Noley
(weatherman): ‘It would be diffi-
cult for me to even consider the
idea that they would do it — you
know — on purpose. But from the
information that is beginning to
surface now you’re not left with a
whole lot of choice.’

A mother: ‘We didn’t understand
our illness, or what they were
doing to us.’

Caption: ‘After three months the
people from Utirik were send back
to their contaminated atoll. They
ate radioactive food and drank the
poisoned water. The amount of
radiation in their bodies rapidly
increased.’

‘The people of Rongelap were
returned after three years. The
AEC declared that ‘““The habitation
of these people on the island will
afford most valuable ecological
radiation data on human beings.’”

A mother: ‘When we returned I
got pregnant. My stomach started
to swell. But before the proper
time, I gave birth to something

£

which I cannot describe. It did not
look human, I don’t know how to
say it. . . like the innards of a
beast. It could not survive. . . it
was dead at birth.’

A father: ‘My daughter was born
July 2, 1975. She grew up with her
head too big and with no control
over her body. I believe that this is
caused by radiation. I also believe
that my cancer is a cause of radia-
tion.’

Recent studies show that the
radioactive danger to the Marshall
islanders is many times greater
than the official estimates.

The weathermen who were on
Rongeric Atoll are suffering from
the same illness as the Marshal-
lese. The people of Longelap Atoll,
fearing the effects of radiation,
have abandoned their islands.

For these incalculable losses, the
American ruling class must be
made to pay.

Tom Scott Robson

Fourmo
in pri

AS WE GO to press, our comrade Phil

spent the last four months in the Sc
preparing himself to face the outside

We do not think that we tempt providence when
the time many of our readers read this! — Phil Per

be a free man!

Phil was jailed on 6 February, convicted of assault on
evidence given solely by members of the Healy-Torrance
group, publishers of News Line.

He was given a 12-month
sentence, eight of them sus-
pended, following his arrest af-
ter a demonstration at Wap-
ping on 3 May last year when
he was physically attacked by
four members of this rump
organisation.

In defending himself Phil dam-
aged the eye of one of his
attackers.

When the police brought the case
to court, they had only three wit-
nesses: Eric Rogers, Kay Riddick
and Mary (‘Tag’) McEntegart all
members of the Healy-Torrance
group.

The Workers Revolutionary Par-
ty immediately launched a cam-
paign inside the labour movement
to expose the thoroughly unprinci-
pled position taken by the Healy-
Torrance group who had shown
themselves to be nothing but police
narks!

The WRP’s former leader, G.
Healy was expelled from our Party
in October 1985 after he had been
charged with systematic sexual
abuse of female Party members as
well as physical violence against
members.

Healy never answered these
charges and disappeared from
public view. He was supported by
Sheila Torrance and Vanessa and
Corin Redgrave and they too were
expelled from the Party.

In the course of this split Phil
Penn played a prominent and deci-
sive role. His stand against Healy
during that period was undoubted-
ly what lay behind the attacks
subsequently unleashed upon him
by Healy/Torrance both verbally
and physically.

Not only was he the object of two
such physiecal attacks by them (one
in Wapping on 3 May, the second in
Leicester on 8 June 1986), he was
also verbally reviled in the col-
umns of their newspaper, News
Line, a couple of days before the
first incident. It was this ‘news
item’ in their column, Workers
Notebook, which portrayed him as
a moron.

MESSAGES of support for Phil
and condemnation of the anti-
working class action by the
Healy-Torrance group swiftly
began to arrive.

At the Central Committee meet-
ing of our Party at the weekend
following Phil’s imprisonment it
was agreed that a weekly column
should be devoted to this question
with the intention of printing com-
ments and messages received
from other labour organisations.

In fact the ‘column’ expanded
immedately to a double-page
spread — a feature which has con-
tinued in the paper throughout his
jailing, such has been the concern
and interest on this point, not only
locally and nationally but interna-
tionally.

The thoughts and sympathy of
Party comrades were very much
with Phil and, equally with Sandra,
his wife and two small children,
Amy (3) and Terry who was just a
few months old.

In her first statement about the
case, in Workers Press on 14
February, Sandra made clear that
the class treachery carried out by
the Healy-Torrance group was not,
in their case, an isolated action.

[ BY JEFF JACKSON

Witnesses in Phil Penn’s convic-
tion, from the top: Eric Rogers,
Kay Riddick and Mary (‘Tag’)
McEntegart. Below: Richard
Price, who attacked Phil Penn
with banner poles.
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THE JAILING

OF PHIL PENN

bnn who has
bs, will be
orid again.

e say that — by
A once more will

hey willingly and eagerly drop-
ed recognised basic principles,’
he said, ‘to settle personal
ores.’

A letter from the Workers Re-
olutionary Party, giving the back-
ound to the case, was drawn up
nd distributed thorughout the
bour movement. In it, Dave
'emple, chairman of the Party,
ointed out that the Healy-
Jorrance action was not the first of
kind, and that six of their group
ad ‘appeared as police witnesses
h Sheffield Crown Court at the
eginning of the year in connection
ith an incident between them-
elves and members of the Inter-
jational Communist Party.

An open letter to rank-and-file
pembers of the Healy-Torrance
pmp was published in Workers
ess the following week, drafted
y our Political Committee. It in-
uded the following:

If you have the slightest doubts
bout these events, if you are in the
ast degree dissatisfied with the
kplanations you are being given,
pllow them up. Look into history.
ead about these things. Princi-
es are the bedrock of the move-
ent: they cannot be traded for
pportunist ‘alliances and protec-
on of those who are wrong. Wap-
ng has again shown that if princi-
es are traded (in this case the
ght to free trade unions) the
orking class alone will suffer.
We make this appeal to you: take
otice of those in the labour move-
pent who can explain the basic
inciple that you must never use
he police against other members,
en if you have fundamental dis-
greements. No doubt you have
pgard for the basic principles of
he working-class movement.
eaders must be accountable. We
hvite you to discuss these matters
ith us.9

E FIRST messages of soli-
arity to be printed in the
orkers Press came from:
RP Scottish Area; Clydeside
oops Out Movement; West of
otland Republican Bands
iance; Workers Power Poli-
cal Committee; Leon Perez,
nternational Workers League
epresentative in Britain;
iraj Mendis Defence Cam-
aing, including its Newcastle
jupport Group; Tower Ham-
ts Print Workers Support
roup; Revolutionary Com-
punist Group, and a Labour
arty member (C.L.).

On 28 February we printed mes-
pges from Des Warren; Michel
Jarga (Group of Opposition and
fontinuity of the Fourth Interna-
jonal); John Lang, sacked print
yorker; Marie-Jeanne Guermant,
reader from Brussels; the
ichoolkeepers’ Branch of NUPE
LEA; Booksellers and Stationers
ranch of USDAW; a joint mes-
pge from comrades in the Irish
yorkers Group and Peoples Demo-
acy; Socialist Workers Party of
pain; Dipak Basu for the Azania
plidarity Campaign; the Crawley
ranch of the AEU; Richard
ott, and the Political Committe
the Workers League (USA).
Saturday, 7 March was the occa-
on of Phil’s Benefit at Lambeth
ocial Club. It was a big success

pinment for the evening was pro-
lided by folk singers Colin; Geral-
e Murray and Sid Frisby and

d a real tribute to Phil. Enter-

Phil and three-year-old daughter Amy

Sandra and erry Penn

the dee-jay, Pete. Their contribu-
tions were greatly appreciated by
the packed audience many of
whom had travelled long distances
to pay their respects and show
support for Phil and his family.

Meanwhile the Phil Penn double-
page spread (although we con-
tinued to refer to it as ‘a special
column’ in the paper itself!)
flourished.

Messages were now pouring in:
Stefan Bekier on behalf of the Poli-
tical Committee of the Revolution-
ary Workers’ League of Poland;
Wigan Trades Union Council;
Merthy Bus Branch & GMBATU;
Cambridge and District Trades
Council; Maria Tolly; WRP North
East Area; Carole Richardson, one
of the Guildford Four prisoners:
Ron Brown MP; Manchester Irish

Solidarity Committee; Mick
Woods, Brent Councillor; Interna-
tional Secretariat of the Fourth
International (reconstructed)/‘La
Verite’; Jolyon Ralph; Political
Bureau of the Partido Obrero Re-
volucionario de Espana (section of
the Fourth International); G.Lucas
(KDE), executive member of the
National Building Workers Union,
Greece; Durham Mechanics
(NUM); Charlie van Geldren; Nor-
man Harding; Geoff Barr; Liver-
pool WRP; Annie Wakefield on
behalf of the Breakout! Collective;
Political Committee of the Revolu-
tionary Communist League of Sri
Lanka; Revolutionary Democratic
Group; John Tully in Melbourne;
Ligue Ouvriere Revolutionnaire in
Belgium; Editorial Board of
Socialist Platform, and Left Out/

Lesbians and Gays Support the
Printworkers; Cambridge WRP
and comrade Cecile, on behalf of
the LST in Paris — all of which
were published in Workers Press.

IN THE midst of this welter of
support for the campaign,
News Line, after five long
weeks of silence, was forced to
make a reply, which appeared
in their edition of 14 March. It
was, of course, a pathetic and
unprincipled defence of their
sordid activities.

Worker Press lost no time in
replying to it and reproduced in
full the half-page statement they
had produced. What was of par-
ticular interest to our members
was News Line’s use of a photo-
graph taken outside our confer-
ence in February by a member of
the Hyland group who claimed we
had called the police to prevent
their supporters entering the con-
ference.

We heard from Phil that he was
receiving letters direct from other
supporters too. We were informed
by Sandra that he was generally in
good spirits when she was allowed
to visit him and his critical facul-
ties — especially about aspects of
Workers Press! — were as sharp
as ever.

PHIL ALSO made some valu-
able observations about prison-
life, especially the deplorable
conditions that he met while
working in the Kkitchens at
Wormwood Scrubs. This won
him the support of other pris-
oners, and Phil wrote to Ron
Brown MP about the condi-
tions. '

At first this letter was withheld
and Phil was dismissed from his
kitchen job and labelled a ‘subver-
sive’. However, after a principled
argument with the prison governor

Phil won his fight and got his job
back!

IT WAS around this time that
we learned - about a further
split in the Healy-Torrance

organisation. One of their mem-
bers, who had been involved in the
attack against Phil, Richard Price,

together with about a dozen other
members had split with the Torr-
ance wing.

Price’s role, despite his protesta-
tion that he never appeared in the
witness box against Phil, is a parti-
cularly loathsome one. His final
break with Torrance was com-
pletely consistent with his unprin-
cipled and cowardly position in
regard to the October 1985 split.

He had abstained on the resolu-
tion that the 1 July 1985 letter
which prompted the revolution in-
side the Party, written by Healy’s
secretary to expose his sexual
abuse of female comrades, was a
provocation. Price had declared
that he wanted to hear what Hea-
ly’s secretary had to say.

He was very quickly pulled into
line by Torrance and was soon
defending Healy, claiming that the
contents of the letter consisted of
lies — when he knew they were
true in every detail.

FURTHER messages came
from Frank Barclay, a former
Young Socialist; Harry Cohen
MP; Cardiff Branch of Work-
ers Power; The Communist
League of Australia; City AA
Group, and the League for the
Revolutionary Party (USA).

On the weekend of 4/5 April, the
Workers Revolutionary Party held
a Special National Conference to
discuss the resolution put forward
by the Central Committee for the
reorganisation of the Fourth Inter-
national and the forthcoming In-
ternational Conference.

At the conference, Chair of the
Congress, Peter Gibson read out a
message to be sent to Phil who was
now into his last couple of weeks in
the Scrubs.

In support of Phil’s taking up the
questions of the abominable condi-
tions in the prisons and the crisis of
overcrowding which was now near
bursting point, Workers Press pro-
duced a couple of articles on the
subject and the Tories’ plans to
privatise the prisons in this
country.

Liz Short, chair of Fleet Street
Support Unit sent a message of
solidarity to Phil and his family as
his term in jail began to draw to a
close. Barnet Councillor, Ellis Hill-
man, also wrote in.

Benefit Night for the
Free the Framed Irish

Prisoners

A BENEFIT organised for the
Free the Framed Irish Prison-
ers Campaign is taking place
at the Brent Irish Cultural Cen-
tre, Queens Park on Friday 24
April.

Organised by the Campaign
Committee, entertainment will be
provided by Maria Tolly and
guests. All are welcome and
admission is free.

The Campaign which was sct in
motion earlier this year has taken
up the fight for justice and the
freeing of the 17 innocent Irish
people — ten of whom are still in
jail — who were sentenced follow-
ing a series of show trials con-
ducted by the British police and
courts in the 1970s.

The cases of the Birmingham
Six, the Guildford Four and the
Maguire family are the focus of
growing attention. The Tory llome
Secretary has recently announced

that new evidence in respect of the
Birmingham Six case has promp-
ted its reference to the Court of
Appeal. At the same time he says
he will not re-open the other cases.
But evidence of a frame-up in all
three cases has existed for years.

Not only do the cases thoroughly
expose the police and the courts,
they also damage the reputations
of senior establishment figures. Sir
Michael Havers, for example, was
chief prosecutor against the Guild-
ford Four. He is now Attorney
General.

Help to fight for justice and the
freedom of the prisoners. Take
part in the regular monthly pickets
of Downing Street. The last two
pickets have been well supported;
over 20 people attended the last one
on 1 April. The next picket will be
on Wednesday from 6p.m. — 7p.m.

@ Come to the benefit night on
Friday (see separate advert on
page 3 for full details) and support
the campaign to free the framed
Irish prisoners in every way you
can.
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‘Reform has a purpose: The maintenance
of power in white hands and the entren-
ching of apartheid by more subtle and
sophisticated processes. For every person
who has benefitted from ‘“reform” mea-
sures, there are many hundreds whose
condition is tmmeasurably worse.

APARTHEID’s continuing viciousness and brutality
exposed the hypocrisy of the so-called reforms which
had been introduced in South Africa in the recent
period, concluded the Black Sash’s three-day confer-
ence held recently in Cape Town.

The Black Sash is a liberal
women’s organisation which
campaigns against the in-
humanities of apartheid and
runs advice centres to assist
victims of apartheid to obtain
their rights — such as they are
— under the apartheid legisla-
tion.

The conference discussed some
of the major ‘reforms’ legislated
by the regime: the repeal of the
notorious Pass Laws and the Res-
toration of South African
Citizenship Act passed last July,
along with the Trespass and the
Krevention of Illegal Squatting

cts.

THE Pass Laws were still in
operation, despite the ‘more
polite’ wording of the new Iden-
tification Act, the conference
heard. Ordinary people were
still being stopped on the
streets by the police in a com-
pletely arbitrary manner.

The repeal of the Pass Laws,
which were designed to restrict the
movement of black people, has not
decreased the need for advice
ogices, reported the Johannesburg
office.

‘There is an entirely new system
of law, but there is no real freedom
of movement. There are new
names to government offices, but
the same officials continue to deal
with the public.’

The report said it doubted
whether the regime’s infamous
pass raids were really over. ‘In one
ten-day period in February 1987,
five different people in five diffe-
rent suburbs phoned to report that
police were stopping people in the
streets and demanding their pas-
ses,’ it said.

THE Restoration of Citizenship
Act also turned out to be a
major problem area.

The president had promised in
1985 that citizenship would be res-
tored to those South Africans from
whom it had been taken through
the ‘independence’ of tribal home-
lands like the Transkei, Ciskei and
Bophutatswana.

‘The actual administration of the
Act is so far removed from the
president’s promise, it bears
almost no relation to it,” it was
reported.

By February this year only 2,909
homeland citizens had regained

their South African citizenship —
out of at least 9 million denational-
ised black people.

Some ‘citizens’ of homelands
‘are now in a much worse position
than they were before’, because
there is a fine of R5,000 (about
£2,000) — or a two-year jail sent-
ence — if employers give work to
an ‘alien’,

‘THE shape of influx control
has merely been remoulded
and control is now being ex-
erted in other ways,’ the Trans-
vaal region commented in its
report,

The Trespass Act and the Pre-
vention of Illegal Squatting Act are
pri{ne examples of this new con-
trol.

‘Control over land and housing,
which has always been one of the
most important influx control
mechanisms, continues to be so. It
will increase in importance now
that other mechanisms have been
repealed.

‘The deliberately created and in-
surmountable housing shortage
will result in tens of thousands of
black pople being unable to find
land or accommodation where

BLACK SASH CONFERENCE

Apartheid’
fraudulent
ms

=

Victims of apartheid wait in a packed Black Sash advice office to relate their problems

they were born and have always
lived.

‘Many of them live a shadow
existence in shacks and are likely
to be excluded from the metropoli-
tan area by anti-squatting and
trespass legislation.

‘Jails are once again being filled
by people whose only offence is
their homelessness — the same
people who were previously offen-
ders under [now repealed] influx
control laws.

® The conference noted that work-
ers have started building strong
and well-organised trade unions
and drew attention to the alliance
being forged between workers and

civic, student and women’s orga-
nisations too.

The Black Sash clearly under-
stands the fraudulent nature of
apartheid’s reforms. What are its
hopes for the future?

‘The most just dispensation for
South Africa can only be reached
through ending apartheid and
building a non-racial democracy,’
president Mary Burton said in her
conference address.

Part Il of ‘A programme of
action for the South African
revolution’ will appear in
next week’s Workers Press.

Citizenship and Trespass

AFTER three years of battle, Mrs Mosala was informed in August last year
she was now entitled to a South African Identity Document. This meant she
was also entitled to apply for a house — for the first time in her life.
But the waiting list for houses has thousands of families, stretching back
20 years — and 20 years ago Mrs Mosala could not legally apply for a house

because she had no ID.

However, as a resident of a squatter settiement in Soweto, she could be
arrested for trespassing or squatting and fined R2,000 (about £700) or jailed

for two years.

Now she has her papers in order she is free to move, but not to stay where

sheis . ..

nor can she get anywhere else to live. . .

AS IF apartheid’s legislative
grip is not enough, evasion of
legal obligations by employers
is still widespread:

® ‘Some people arrive at work to
find the firm closed overnight, the
doors locked and no one there to
deal with. ‘These fly-by-night com-
panies leave their workers without
UIF (Unemployment Insurance
Fund) cards, without pay, without
tax certificates, without redress,’
the Johannesburg Advice Office
report said.

Pregnant women especially ex-
perience serious problems in
obtaining UIF benefits when on
maternity leave. Sometimes they
are told there is no work for them
when they return.

@ Physical abuse also seems to be
widespread, with domestic work-
ers and security guards being ex-
ploited particularly harshly.
‘Many security firms bring people
from homeland areas, particularly
from the Transkei, to work here.
These men are completely un-
trained. They are made to work
long hours, often dumped in a
place they are meant to guard and
not collected again for 60 hours
over a weekend. They are also
often paid below the legal mini-
mum wage.’

@ Pension funds are also a major
problem for workers. ‘People are
faced with inordinately long wait-
ing periods, files are lost and des-
troyed.” Some pension fund che-
ques are even sent to the wrong
address or made out in the wrong
name.’ The Sash slammed the fai-
lure of companies to inform work-
gll-sdthey were entitled to pension
nds.

THE Eastern Cape region re-
ported on foreign companies
and the state of emergency:
@ Not a single foreign-owned com-
pany paid workers detained under
the emergency regulations in full,
a survey discovered.

One foreign-owned company

"merely paid‘an ex-gratia payment,

while three others paid between 50
and 60 per cent of their workers’
wages and two decided not to pay
detainees at all. This exposed fore-
ign companies’ professed concern
‘to apply progressive and demo-
cratic principles in the running of
their operations’.

(Only four out of 18 local com-
gialllli)es surveyed paid workers in

‘Horrendous and inhuman exploitation’

[ BY JOLYON RALPH

WORKERS at factories in
Botshabelo, a decentralised
industrial centre in the Qwa
Qwa homeland in South
Africa, are being paid
starvation wages — not
even enough to buy a ham-

burger a day.

Billy Cobbett, a University of
Warwick researcher, inver-
viewed the employers in Bot-
shabelo last month. In a paper
based on his research he de-
scribes conditions there as ‘the
most horrendous and inhuman
exploitation’.

There are about 50 foreign and
locally-owned factories in the area.
The majority of the foreign factor-
ies are Taiwanese, but there are
also some Israeli-owned firms.

The wages in the area range
from R43 to R120 a month, the
average wage being R60 a month,

Factories in Botshabelo . .
which is R2 a day. This is less than

the cost of a hamburger from a

cafe 100 metres from the industrial
area.

The state pays 95 percent of the
workers’ wages as an incentive for
the employers to decentralise.

Cobbet says employers often
claiméextra cash for non-existent
workers, and sometimes the work-
ers don’t get all the money the
state pays out for them. If the
employers paid the workers the

full state allowance, there would
be no margin left for illegal claims..

Conditions in the factories are
terrible. There are few canteens or
rest-benches, and no shade for
workers during lunchtime inside
the factory premises. Cobbet adds
‘The only shade generally provided
for was for businessmen’s cars’.

The factories have high-security
fencing and are patrolled by
armed guards.

Workers often work a basic 50-
hour week with no overtime. Work-

. employers only pay 5 per cent of each wage, the stat'e‘pays the rest

ers who spend ‘toc long’ in the
toilet have their pay reduced, and
there are often no pensions, sick
pay, maternity benefit or paid holi-
days.

Cobbet says ‘The final reality of
Botshabelo is captured very simp-
ly but sickeningly: as one manager
explained to me, about once every
week to 10 days, one of the women
on the production line faints or
collapses from hunger while work-
ing. The workers try to hide the
fact and claim they are ill so that

they will not lose their jobs.’
About 93 percent of the workers
included in the survey were
women. When the employers were
asked about ‘this, they gave
answers ranging from ‘women are
more reliable than men, they are
more serious, they don’t drink’ to
‘women are more efficient, more

' clever, than males’.

One Israeli manager of a
Taiwanese company told Cobbett:
‘This society (African) is a
women’s society — the women
work, the men only make children.
The men are very lazy.’

The same manager claimed that
an attempted shift system at the
factory had failed because ‘by
8p.m. they are all asleep. It is their
cultre — they are not dynamic
people.’

Describing the ‘problem’ of
maternity, one manager said: ‘It’s
the normal crap. They have
babies. So we organise a birth
control clinic to come here once or
twice a month, and the women are
given injections or pills, while con-
goms are given to men. All this is
ree.’




The forgotten case of Judith Ward

An unsolved
mystery

JUDITH WARD is 38. She has spent approx-
imately one-third of her life in Durham top

security prison.

In all probability she will die there.

In November 1974, she was
convicted of the M62 coach
bomb incident which killed
nine army personnel, a
woman, and two children. At
the time it was the highest
death toll of its kind in Britain.

Two days after she was arrested,
Judith Ward signed a statement
detailing how she had not only
planted the bomb on the coach but
carried it from London to Man-
chester, having picked it up from
‘{)wo well-known Sinn Fein mem-

ers.

She was given 12 life sentences
plus an additional ten years.

There is a strong likelihood that
she is in fact innocent.

She was born in Cheshire. When
she was 16 her love of horses took
her to Ravensdale, Dundalk, Coun-
ty Louth in the Irish Republic,
where she worked as a stable girl.

She was considered an extreme-
ly shy, withdrawn young woman.
On a holiday visit to her home in
1971 she quite unexpectedly joined
the British army.

According to what she told her
former employer, for whom she
had worked the previous six years,
she had wandered into a recruiting
office and signed on, scarcely
knowing what she was doing.

Six months later, having gone
absent without leave, she had re-
turned to Dundalk and was hang-
ing around Republican bars and
associating first with the Officials
and later with Provisional mem-
bers of the IRA.

Internment

This was during the period of
internment without trial, when
men from the north of Ireland were
on the run.

The dangers involved clearly

appealed to the young Judith, who

craved excitement and attention.
She had apparently boasted to her
army colleagues that she had con-
nections with the IRA.

She was regarded as a kind of
groupie. She wrote to Sinn Fein in
Dublin but they would not accept
her. Nobody in the movement took
her seriously; she was thought to
be a bit unbalanced. All they let
her do was sell papers.

In 1973 she moved to London and
joined a Sinn Fein branch in Kil-

. burn. Still seeking to draw atten-

tion to herself, she was arrested
when she turned up at Euston sta-
tion shortly after a bomb had gone
off, and shouted at police that, had
it been the IRA, it would have been
much bigger.

Though forensic tests were car-
ried out on her at the time, the
police released her without charge.

However, early in 1974 she was
again arrested, in the Liverpool
docks area, only days after the M62
coach bombing.

Forensic tests again proved posi-
tive. The scientist who carried out
these tests was the same ‘expert’
who did the tests in the case of the
Birmingham Six, Dr Frank Skuse.

Dr Skuse took early retirement
last year after a television prog-
ramme showed that innocent sub-
stances can give positive results in
such tests.

Judith Ward’s detailed state-
ment about her involvement with
the TIRA — including being the
girlfriend of Michael McVerry, a
leading Provisional IRA man who
had been shot dead by the British
army — made it seem an open and
shut case. But serious discrepan-
cies soon began to emerge.

One of the men from whom she

| BY JEFF JACKSON |

claimed to have collected the bomb
established that he was in Ireland
at the time. Both men were re-
leased.

Inquiries also showed that Judith
herself was in Oxfordshire, over
100 miles away, at the time and
had spent the evening drinking
with members of a circus with
which she was employed.

When interviewed again she
stated she had only delivered the
bomb. She” agreed with a police
suggestion that the bomb had been
planted by a man high on their
‘wanted’ list.

Although this man subsequently
served a jail sentence in Porta-
loise, there was never any attempt
to extradite him for the M62
bombing.

During these inquiries, Judith
confessed to planting another
bomb at Latimer army college in
Buckinghamshire. A witness came
forward to contradict this state-
ment as well, claiming he and
Judith had spent that night
together-in an hotel.

Though the prosecution was con-
cerned about these grave discre-
pancies, details of Judith’s alleged
involvement in another bomb case,
this time in Aldershot in 1972, were
also produced.

The series of alarming claims
continued when she said in court
that she had in fact become
MeVerry’s wife in 1973, although a
former girlfriend and his family
denied he had had any association
with Judith.

The IRA issued a statement dur-
ing the trial, denying that she had
ever been a member or ‘involved
in any action carried out by the
organisation’. They suggested that
she was in need of medical treat-
ment.

The defence pointed to the moun-
tain of inconsistencies and dow-
nright lies in her statements, and
asked: ‘Is she trying to achieve
notoriety by making false admis-
sions? Is she trying to seek a place
in Irish folklore?’

The only evidence was her state-
ments and the foresnsic tests. No
explosives were found; there was
no_identification, and no finger-
prints.

Progress

While the trial was in progress,
however, two bombs exploded in
Guildford, Kkilling five people.
Other bomb scares made the whole
atmosphere very hostile, and
Judith Ward was convicted on all
counts.

Republican organisations have
never adopted her as one of their
prisoners, and she can hardly be
regarded as a security risk. Yet
she has remained a top security
prisoner in Durham with no pros-
pect of a transfer to a more open
prison.

One former fellow-prisoner de-
scribed her as being subject to fits
of severe depression. The condi-
tions under which she has served
for the past 13 years have damaged
her both physically and mentally.

There is a very urgent need to
decategorise Judth Ward, move
her to a more humane prison en-
viroment, and reopen the case.
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Gramsci’s

corpse

AS THE general election looms, the British left
abandons the last vestiges of socialist principles.

To cover their embarrassment, they have found a useful
screen in the corpse of Antonio Gramsci, once the leader of

Italian Communism.

At the beginning of this
month, the organisation which
still goes under the name of
‘Communist Party of Great
Britain’ held a veritable orgy
of Gramsciana in London.

Gramsci, his frail health broken
by ten years in a fascist prison,
died just 50 years ago. He had
quarrelled with the Stalinist lead-
ership when they adopted the luna-
tic ultra-leftism of Stalin’s ‘Third
Period’, and his memory was
almost forgotten until 1946.

As the Italian Communist Party
turned more and more to the right
after 1956, his Prison Notebooks
became a bible for the tendencies
in world Stalinism which later
emerged as ‘Eurocommunism’. As
more and more of his work was
translated into English, the right-
ward surging CPGB found that he
was exactly what it wanted.
Gramsci’s name gave an air of
radical intellectual respectability
to the breaking of all ties with
Marxism.

_Gramsci had been installed by
Zinoviev in the leadership of the
Itaiian CP in 1924. He was arrested
in 1926. Against the most terrible
odds, he struggled to continue his
theoretical work under the noses of
the fascist prison guards.

His Notebooks were necessarily

| couched in vague and general
| terms, in order to deceive his jail-

ers. So they are tailor-made for
what is sometimes called the ‘soft
left’. (‘Soggy’ might be a better
description.) In addition, it must be
said, Gramsci was brilliant and
heroic — but never a Marxist.

Failure

His problem was to explain, not
just the defeat of the Italian work-
ers, but the failure of the Russian
Revolution to spread to Western
Europe. His opposition to the crazy
ultraleftism of 1929-1934 became an
attempt to marry revolutionary
politics with parliamentarist con-
ceptions — ironic for someone in a
fascist gaol. This tendency com-
bined with his academic training
under the Hegelian Crcce into a
turn away from historical mater-
ialism.

His theories of ‘hegemony’ and
‘government by consent’ effective-
ly make political ideas primary
and economic contradictions
secondary in understanding social
change — exactly Hegel’s priori-
ties. So, as the Euro-Stalinists head
the lurch away from socialism,
Gramsci finds himself on Neil Kin-
nock’s list of heroes. Poor
Gramsci!

The fad for using him to replace
Marxism_ started 20 or 30 .years
ago. But its renewal today occurs
when the left, which used to see the
political future in Britain in terms
of an indefinite series of Labour
governments, is wandering
aimlessly around the political
landscape.

For these reformists without
hope of reforms, opportunists with-
out opportunities, the jargon of the
Gramsci cult is an invaluable
means of concealing the meaning
of their thoughts, even from them-
selves. They have a desperate fear
of Thatcherism, which is tinged
with more than a measure of re-
spect. They regard the miners’
strike as the defeated last stand of
what they think of as the ‘old’
working class movement.

In the latest ‘Marxism Today’,

L BY CYRIL SMITH ]

Ernesto Laclau explains that ‘the
working class is . .. a social
agent limited in its objectives and
possibilities, and not the ‘‘univer-
sal class’’ of the Marxist tradition,
the necessary agent of global hu-
man emancipation.’

Begins

Laclau and his friends write off
the working class just as the new
period of class struggle begins. For
these people, the expressions of the
deep crisis of world capitalism —
the miners’ strike, the movement
of French railwaymen, the inter-
national movement of students, the
emergence of the powerfully orga-
nised working class in South Africa
— are a source, not of inspiration,
but of fear. It is this fear which
moves them today.

Whatever Gramsci’s limitations,
we must defend him against the
charge that he held views like
these. But he does have one thing
in common with his present-day
devotees. Like them, he refused to

ANTONIO GRAMSCI!

make a clear materialist state-
ment about the driving force for
social revolution. Is it driven by
the way people and classes decide
to struggle, or is it an expression of
conflict between productive forces
and outmoded social relations?

The second conception, that of
Marx, Engels, Lenin and Trotsky,
leads to the conclusion that world
capitalism survives, not because of
some inherent strength, but be-
cause of the treachery of working-
class leadership. Gramsci’s si-
lence on this issue is what puts him
at the disposal of the legions of the
‘lost left’ today.

Only Trotskyism takes seriously
the basic conceptions of historical
materialism. Only Trotskyism,
which fought the degeneration of
the Third International and the
Soviet state under Stalin, can
maintain the conception that 1917
was the start of the world revolu-
tion.

Only Trotskyism refuses to
blame the continued existence of
capitalism on to the working class,
and ascribes it instead to the crisis
of revolutionary leadership. Only

- thus can we grasp the very real

and profound changes taking place
in the structure of capitalism, not
to show the strength of the system,
but to find the right way to smash
it.
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‘Looking at history with blinkers on’

HOW DO we approach the
history of our movement? To
confirm hardened pre-
judices — or to enrich our
theoretical arsenal for to-
day’s struggles?

Comrade P. Conlon (Work-
ers Press January 31) tells us
that all the ills of Trotskyism
stem from ‘the ‘‘critical sup-
port’’ given to ‘‘left”
bourgeois governments’. He
re-writes Vietnamese his-
tory (Workers Press March
21) to prove it. Finally he
showers me with abuse (I am
‘attempting to cover up’ in
‘good Healy style’) for ques-
tioning him.

Yes, we must learn from
history. But he is
approaching history with
blinkers on: he has already
made up his mind what the
Vietnamese Trotskyists
(whose history is only new
being discussed in Britain)
did wrong.

He says that in 1945 they
‘compromised their role as
the vanguard party by offer-
ing — in fact pleading for —
accommodation with the
Stalinist ‘‘bourgeois demo-
cratic government’’.” Let’s
look at the facts.

1.Comrade Conlon men-
tions that Trotskyist Ho Huu
Thuong moved a resolution
on 21 August at a Hanoi stu-
dents’ meeting, calling on
the Vietminh to form a gov-
ernment.

Did Thuong encourage the
illusion that the Vietminh
would lead the working class
to socialism? — if so, that
mistake was deadly. Or did
he fling this challenge in the
Vietminh’s face, along with
calls to the working class to
organise, and warnings that
Ho Chi Minh would work
with- imperialism? The re-
cords are so sparse that we
don’t know.

But it does seem that by
his call to the Vietminh, un-
accompanied by a call to the
working class, Thuong made
an impermissible com-
promise.

He did so not with the sup-
port of other Vietnamese
Trotskyists, but condemned
by them — a point comrade
Conlon ignores.

2. A Vietnamese worker,

says comrade Conlon, conde-
mned the ‘Struggle’ group
for its ‘critical support’ of
the Stalinist administration
in Saigon. True. But what
was this ‘eritical support’ in
practice?

In the first period of the
revolution, when Japan col-
lapsed and there was no gov-
ernment in Saigon (16-22 Au-
gust), the ‘Struggle’ group
proposed a united front to
the Vietminh, around slo-
gans of national independ-
ence and agrarian reform.
(There is no evidence that
they dropped their indepen-
dent programme; certainly
they published 20,000 papers
daily to explain their line).

The Stalinists rejected this
proposal, and set up an
administration on 22 August:
so began the second period of
the revolution, during which
the ‘Struggle’ group called
for ‘action committees. an
Indochinese congress, the
arming of the people, a
workers' and peasants’ gov-
ernment, and a popular
army’'. That was hardly
‘abdicating the leading role’,
as comrade Conlon claims.

In the third period of the
revolution, from 10 Septem-
ber onwards, the Stalinists
worked with the allied im-
perialist troops which were
arriving, to crush opposition.
Certainly the ‘Struggle’
group delayed, inexplicably,
before breaking links with
the Stalinists: a joint meet-
ing of ‘Struggle’ leaders,
bourgeois nationalists and
the Vietminh was held as
late as 19 September, where
the Stalinists paved the way
for repression by conde-
mning ‘Struggle’ as pro-
vocateurs.

It appears that the ‘Stru%-
gle’ group paid a terrible
price for this delay. (I be-
lieve this stemmed from a
wrong policy towards Stalin-
ism, rather than over ‘left’
bourgeois governments in
general). Anyway, it didn’t
prevent them, once the Sta-
linist and imperialist repres-
sion began, playing the lead-
ing role in the military
struggle.

Comrade Conlon’s gener-
alisations, far from drawing
out the real lessons of such

struggles, ignore them.

3. Comrade Conlon quotes
a statement by the other ma-
jor Trotskyist group, the
Ligue Communiste Interna-
tionaliste (LCI), which de-
clared on 4 September that it
was ready to ‘assist’ and
‘support’ the Stalinist admi-
nistration ‘with all physical
means’ . . . ‘if the govern-
ment declares itself pre-
pared to defend national in-
dependence and safeguard
the people’s liberties.’

Did this ‘abdicate the van-
guard role’, or ‘create illu-
sions that under pressure
. . . these “lefts”’ can carry
out progressive and at times
even revolutionary acts’?
No, not at all.

If the LCI had offered ‘sup-
port’ or ‘assistance’ to the
Vietminh unconditionally,
without calling the working
class to action, and without
politically condemning the
Stalinists, that would have
been criminal. But the sent-
ence before the one comrade
Conlon quotes reads: ‘We,
internationalist commun-
ists, have no illusions at all
that the Vietminh govern-
ment, with its policy of class
collaboration, will be cap-
able of fighting imperialism

How do we destroy reformism and its

I HAVE been reading the
‘Workers Press’ since the
split from Healy’s gangsters
in 1985, and have been very
impressed with the develop-
ment of open discussion in its
pages.

A communist can never be
frightened by open discus-
sion, something completely
alien to the regime which I
remember.

1t is in the spirit of Trots-
kyist solidarity that I am
writing this and would
appreciate it if this letter
could be published.

I would particularly like to
ask the WRP what its posi-
tion is in relation to the
Labour party, the mass poli-
tical organisation of the
working class? I ask this
question because I think it is
one of the most fundamental
questions facing any revolu-
tionary organisation in coun-
tries like Britain.

I disagreed with the WRP
over supporting an RCP
candidate against a Labour
candidate.

This is not because I have
any illusions in Labour but
because the working class
has not as yet broken politi-
cally from reformism.

The question that con-
tinues to confront us then is
— How do we destroy these
illusions? I would not oppose
such a candidate if that orga-
nisation had a significant

-force within the working
class, sufficiently large
enough numerically to start

Stalinist allies?

breaking these illusions in
parliamentarism.

This is not the case.

It is also not the case with
the WRP.

Is the possibility of Trots-
kyists entering the party of
the working class an
anachronism or in fact a re-
volutionary necessity? I say
this not through any belief
that the Labour Party could
ever take the working class
to power but because one of
our central tasks as revolu-
tionaries is to fight to de-
velop the consciousness of
the working class as the re-
volutionary class.

Both the writings of Lenin
and Trotsky deal with this
question in Britain, recognis-
ing that however reaction-
ary this party is, it repre-
sents the working masses at
a certain point in time.

It seems logical that the
pathway to the development
of the working class as a
revolutionary force, is in-
itially prepared through its
own organisations, i.e..
where the masses are.

Taking from it its best ele-
ments for an independant
mass revolutionary party.

Is this still the case or have
we gone beyond this histor-
ically? I lieve that we
have not and the question of
destroying reformism and
tts italinist allies is a central

ask.

I ask that my opinion is not
dismissed as ‘another for the

reformist camp’.

I feel it is a very serious
question.

Having seen an editorial
(20 December 1986) on the
situation of the Stalinists at
Wapping, I was at a loss to
understand what the WRP
meant.

Surely a call from these
political degenerates to re-
call congress should have
been supported along with
our demand to remove TUC
leaders who would not sup-
port Hicks and carry
through Congress policy.

How else could they be told
loud and clear? How else
could the working class wit-
ness this experience? Is it
simply enough for us to tell
the class how bankrupt the
Stalinists are through our
press? Propaganda is a use-
ful instrument, along with
journalistic technique, but it
can also be rhetorical.

I feel that however
genuine the comment was it
assumed a stage not as yet
reached by the majority of
the working class.

Finally, I would like to say
how pleased I am to see a
discussion taking place with
other organisations both in-
ternally and internationally.

1 look forward to future
discussions in particular on
Cuba, Vietnam, and China.

Fraternal greetings to all
WRP comrades and in par-
ticular comrade Phil Penn.

Maria
New Zealand

Resfslance fighters rounded up by French troops in Saign, October 1945

in the days to come.’ Is this
‘creating illusions’?

The sentence after the one
comrade Conlon picks out
reiterates that ‘we shall
strictly maintain the com-
plete independence of our
party in relation to the gov-
ernment and to all other par-
ties’. Is this ‘abdicating the
vanguard role’?

The whole statement
breathes contempt for the
Vietminh and the imperialist
‘allies’. And that theme ran
through every practical ac-
tion of the LCI. On Septem-
ber 2, they participated in
the biggest demonstration in
Vietnamese history shouting
‘all power to the popular
committees’, against the
Stalinist slogan of ‘power to
the Vietminh’.

Two weeks earlier they
had convened a conference
of 150 soviet-type popular
committees, which resolved
‘that the national
bourgeoisie will be com-
pletely incapable of playing
the role of the revolutionary
vanguard’, proclaimed that

‘only the popular alliance of
industrial workers and rural
toilers’ could solve the
national and agrarian ques-
tions, pledged the commit-
tees’ aim to organise that
vanguard and indicated
their ‘complete political in-
dependence’ from the Viet-
minh and the bourgeoisie.

All the evidence points to
the fact that these commun-
ist fighters advocated work-
ing-class revolution and
were wiped out for it. But
that’s not good enough for
the r-r-revolutionary com-
rade Conlon.

To offer support to a
bourgeois government at
any time is ‘contradictory’

“and ‘can only create confu-

sion’, he says. For him, this
tactic is always impermissi-
ble. What childish ultra-
leftism!

‘How can one’, he asks,
‘particularly in a revolution-
ary situation, tell the masses
to prepare their forces for
the overthrow of the capital-
ist government, and at the
same time call for support

for the same government?’

The answer is: the way the
Bolsheviks did! They pre-
pared the November 1917 re-
volution by supporting the
bourgeois government of
Alexander Kerensky against
the counter-revolutionary
General Kornilov in August
1917.

They had been jailed or
driven underground by
Kerensky in July-August —
but they mobilised workers
in his support, carrying out
not only the military defeat
of Kornilov, but a political
offensive against the refor-
mist and petty-bourgeois
parties (Mensheviks and So-
cial-Revolutionaries) who
still had a majority in the
Soviets.

With Kornilov beaten, the
Bolsheviks proposed a bloc
to the Mensheviks and ‘SR’s:
that they break with the
bourgeoisie and take power.
They refused. Two months
later the Bolsheviks took
power themselves and
formed the world’s first
workers’ government.

The ABC lesson of the 1917
revolution is that tactical
alliances with bourgeois gov-
ernments, under certain de-
finite conditions, are per-
missible and necessary.

‘The sole ‘‘condition’ for
every agreement with the
bourgeoisie,” Trotsky wrote,
‘for each separate, practic-
al, and expedient agreement
adapted to each given case,
consists in not allowing
either the organisations or
the banners to become
mixed directly or indirectly
for a single day or a single
hour; it consists in disting-
uishing between the red and
the blue, and in not believing
for an instant in the capacity
or readiness of the
bourgeoisie either to lead a
genuine struggle against im-
perialism or not to obstruct
the workers and peasants.’
(‘Trotsky on China’, p. 292).

Such alliances were neces-
sary in Vietnam in 1945, and
(to quote a more modern ex-
ample) in Nicaragua in 1979.

Simon Pirani

Strip searching: a long history

‘Stop strip searches!’ —
Strip searching is torture!
(Workers - Press, 21 March
1987).

This happened long ago
but it is not a fairy-tale.

From 21 June 1945 to 15
September 1945, most Bel-
gian girls and women who
were unemployed found jobs
in the 1st Canadian Army
Base Post Office (Pioneer
and No.1 Civil Labour Unit)
which was based 30km from
Brussels. This was at the end
of the Second World War.

I had been accepted as a
clerk and given the military
number 59,335.

Some girls were engaged
in re-directing parcels sent
to the Canadian soldiers by
their families, who were
campaigning in different
parts of Belgium, the
Netherlands and Germany.

My job consisted in sorting
letters and making sure the
addresses were right. If they
were not, to affix to them a
ticket with the correct
address of the said soldiers.

Too often, alas, I had to put
the distressful word ‘de-
ceased’: a man, a worker,
was dead, missing for ever.

This introduction is neces-
sary to understand how I
arrived to hate to be strip
searched by the women
military personnel who had
instructions to carry out on
us. Because there were
thieves, they said.

The first time, and every
time thereafter, I vigorously
protested against the proce-
dure; at any moment of the
day five or six of us were
called into a room where we
were obliged to take off ev-
ery piece of our clothing;

shoes and even hairpins and
combs.

I remember a certain
Mary who probed into our
most intimate parts with her
rubber-gloved fingers.
Another searched into our
mouths and ears. The third
one looked through our hair,
and the fourth inspected our
clothes, stockings, shoes and
hand-bags.

To tell the truth, some
women found it quite normal
and would even laugh about
it, making little jokes while
being strip-searched!!

I, as a communist, found it
disgusting.

I felt it to be rape; a real
torture which I have never
forgotten after more than
forty years.

That is why, in my name
and in the name of all the

women and men who are
subjected to such immoral,
degrading and humiliating
torture, I want to add my
protest to that of the growing
lobby working to stop im-
mediately, not only in Brit-
ish and Irish jails but every-
where, such a thing!

With regard to the dis-
graceful attitude of some
trade union bureaucrats on
the question; they have no
understanding of what it is

" like to be strip-searched, to

be tortured!

Every Kkind of torture must
be abolished!

We must keep in mind the
‘shadow of the Swastika’
which is raising its ugly head
again in Europe: Le Pen, the
National Front etc.

Marie-Jeanne Guermant,
Brussels

BRIAN PEARCE AND
- WORKERS PRESS

WORKERS PRESS has published a number of letters on the
subject of the struggle for national independence in Ireland,
including some from Brian Pearce. We feel that the letter
from Pearce which appeared in last week’s issue requires

some comment.

In its apparent defence of the partition of india, and in its
suggestion that Trotskyism’s opposition to imperialism in
the last war helped Nazism, we think the letter went beyond
the bounds of socialist controversy. We do not regret our
publication of Pearce’s previous letters. However much we
may disagree with his position on Ireland, Pearce raised a
series of important issues. We feel that in some cases these
were answered with mere abuse.

On further consideration, however, we think that last
week’s contribution should not have been published.

Workers Press Editorial Board
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From right
and ‘left’

SUDDENLY | find myself under fire from far
right and pseudo-left at more or less the
same time.

On a personal level my reaction is to
think, ‘Well, | must be doing something
right’, and get on with my work. But there
may be some political "lessons in this
amusing synchronism. Let's see.

Roy Kerridge, in the right-wing ‘Specta-
tor', calls me “a mischievous ex-communist
who now addresses Trotskyite meetings in
Tottenham’ and says of my book ‘Staying
Power: The History of Black People in
Britain’ that it ‘ends on a note of exaltation,
as buildings blaze'.

An anonymous writer in a curious journal
called ‘International Worker classes me
among ‘middle class dregs’; accuses me of
challenging Lenin’s definition of the capital-
ist state, making ‘scurrilous attacks’ on
members of the Workers Revolutionary
Party, and holding up to ridicule those who
defend Marxism; attributes to me ‘innumer-
able connections to all sorts of petty
bourgeois radicals, black nationalists, uni-
versity snobs, etc.’; and defines me as one
of the ‘moral flagbearers’ of a ‘popular front
alliance'.

I met Roy Kerridge once — mercifully not
for long. He’s one of those racist clowns
who delight in imitating Afro-Caribbean
speech patterns and body language.

As it happens, | have never in my life
addressed any meeting in Tottenham,
‘Trotskyite’ or otherwise. Since Broadwater
Farm is in Tottenham, Kerridge's purpose is
quite clear, and quite unsavoury.

My nameless critic | haven’'t met, so far
as | know. Internal evidence suggests he is
an American whose only contact with the
working class is with an abstraction in his
own head.

Regular readers of Workers Press are
capable of assessing his summary of this
column’s contents over the past three
months, and I'm happy to abide by their
judgement.

His account of my ‘innumerable connec-
tions’ is pure fantasy: none of them — not
even that delicious ‘etc.’ — exists outside
his feculent imagination.

His reference to a ‘popular front alliance’
is much more interesting, for it shows either
political illiteracy or uncommon devious-
ness. Here’'s someone who either doesn’t
know, or doesn't give a damn about, the
difference between a popular front with
bourgeois parties and a united front of
working-class organizations.

‘International Worker' has much to say

about Argentina, where, to his horror, the
Trotskyist Movement to Socialism (MAS)
has entered into an electoral alliance with
the Communist Party. That this alliance is
called the Frente del Pueblo (People’s
Front) gives him gooseflesh.

It's a name, he says, that ‘reads like a
traitor's calling card.’

What kind of a ‘Marxist’ judges the wine
Dy the label on the bottle? In Argentina last
autumn | saw for myseif that the Frente del
Pueblo is not a ‘popular front alliance’ and
that, far from compromising the MAS, this
tactic has enabled it to win over from
Stalinism an increasing number of rank-
and-file members of the CP.

Roy Kerridge and ‘International Worker’
have a lot in common.

For a start, they're both liars — though, it
has to be said, clumsy and unconvincing
ones.

Secondly, they're both extremnely arro-
gant. They think they have nothing to learn.
Their minds are sealed.

Thirdly, and most important, they're both
deeply hostile to — and deeply afraid of —
the living movement of the working class.
The last thing either of them wants is that
real leap forward of the mass movement
that is worth a dozen perfectly formulated
programmes.

There's food for thought in this symmetry
'b?ttween the ultra-reactionary and the ultra-
eft,

The latter would find a speaking likeness
of himself in ‘Death of an Old Revolutionary
Hero’, a piece which George Bernard
Shaw, that good man fallen among Fa-
bians, contributed to ‘The Clarion’ in 1905.

Not that ‘International Worker’ is either a
revolutionary or a hero — except, of course,
in his own eyes.

Hoh_sbawm’s
choice

FOR a genuine ‘moral flagbearer of a
popular front alliance we have to turn to Eric
Hobsbawm, who in the latest issue of
‘Marxism Today’ is calling for tactical voting
in the forthcoming general election.

The ‘only logical conclusion’, according to
Hobsbawm, is to vote for the candidate with
the best chance of beating the Tory, even if
this means voting for the Alliance rather
than Labour.

This, wrote Neal Ascherson in the
‘Observer' last Sunday, ‘must be the first
time in British history that Marxists have
offered absolution — even encouragement

— to proletarians who vote Liberal'.

Not a bit of it. In the Aylesbury by-election
of 1938 the Communist Party called on the
workers to vote Liberal against Labour.

No doubt this was partly because the
Labour candidate happened to be Reg
Groves, one of the founding fathers of the
British Trotskyist movement, who had been
expelied from the CP in August 1932 as a
member of the famous Balham Group.

But Groves's candidature was not the
only motive for this turn to the Liberals. in
August 1938 William Rust was writing in the
CP’s ‘Labour Monthly’ of the need to draw
the Liberals into the People’s Front — and
this in an article which admitted with regret
that the workers had shown little interest in
the People’s Front idea and had expressed
concern lest propaganda for it ‘distract
attention from the drive for the workers’
united front'.

Trotsky’s later comment on the inclusion
of the Liberal Party within the People’s
Front throws an interesting light on Hobs-
bawm’s revival of this policy 49 years later.
Trotsky wrote in the ‘Byulieten Oppozitsii’
for March-April 1939:

‘In Great Britain the Comintern is nowa-
days conducting agitation in favour of creat-
ing a “People's Front” with the participation
of the Liberals. At first glance such a policy
appears to be absolutely incompre-
hensible. . .

The Liberals represent an utterly com-
promised and politically second-rate
force. . .

‘An alliance between the Communists
and the Labourites might assume some
shade of anti-imperialism and would there-
by render more difficult a rapprochement
between Moscow and London.

‘The presence of Liberals in the “Peo-
ple’s Front” signifies a direct and an im-
mediate censorship exercised by imperial-
ism over the actions of the Labour Party.’

Hobsbawm's deciared objective in calling
for tactical voting for Alliance candidates is
to get rid of Thatcher. For one of Kinnock’s
trusted advisers to make such a proposal
reveals a staggering failure of nerve.

Labour, the party formed to represent the
working class in parliament, is entering an
election knowing that it is not going to win.
For the British working class this is a
serious political crisis.

Hobsbawm's response is to fly into the
arms of the Liberals and their allies whose
defection from the Labour Party helped to
secure Thatcher's re-election last time.

And this is what he calls ‘logic’!

Please send me

SEND TO:

PO

Trade Union..........

REVOLUTIONARY

PARTY

information about the Workers Re-

volutionary Party.

Secretary to the Central Committee

Box 735, London SW9

~N
I8

Workers Revolutionary Party
East Midiands Branch

Classes on

Marxism

Fortnightly Tuesday meetings at 7.30p.m.
Highfields Community Centre, Melbourne Road, Leicester
5 May: Stalinism and the Soviet Union: Capitalism and the
Labour Bureaucracy

Marxist Discussion Forum _

Women’s Liberation and Socialism
Introduced by Leonora Lloyd
Monday 27 April at 7.30p.m.

The Rising Sun, Harlesden Road, NW10

Workers Revolutionary Party
Scottish Area

Day School

The Struggle to Re-Organise the Fourth International
Sunday, 17 May — Venue to be announced

Workers Revolutionary Party
Series of Classes on:

Principles of Communism

AUEW House, Mount Pieasant, Liverpool 7.30p.m.
15 April: Imperialism and Internationalism
22 April: Permanent Revolution
29 April: Stalinism and Bolshevism

6 May: Trotskyism

and Revisionism

£5,

000 Special Fund

IN SO FAR: £1,497.99

A newly-translated

document from the
Vietnamese Trotskyists

AN English translation is
now being made of
‘National Movements and
Class Struggle in Vietham’
by Anh-Van and Jac-
queline Roussel, originally
published in Paris, in
French, by the Fourth In-
ternational in 1947. (En-
glish translation copyright
New Park Publications).

This work consists of a Mar-
xist historical analysis of Viet-
nam before and during the
French conquest, the class
structure of Vietnam, an out-
line of the development of
nationalist movements from
their origins in the 1890s, and
of the Stalinist and Trotskyist
movements in Vietnam.

It concludes with an estima-
tion by the author, a Viet-
namese Trotskyist who work-

ed in Paris after World War i,
of the nature of the Indo-
Chinese revolution.

We are not able at present
to print this material. Howev-
er, this work is invaluabie for
the study of the Vietnamese
revolution, and of importance
for the study of revolution in
colonial and semi-colonial
countries in general.

We are therefore offering
Xeroxed copies of this docu-
ment (approximately 100 A4
pages) for £5 plus postage
Special offer for WRP mem-
bers £2.50).

Please return the form be-
low within a month if you want
a copy of this document. We
need finance in order to com-
plete the work on this project.

To: WRP Education Department, PO Box 735, London SW9 1QS.

Please send me a copy/. . .

copies of ‘National Movements

and Class Struggle in Vietnam'.

Name & Address ...................

Please enclose £5 per copy (£2.50 for WRP members) plus postage:
50p — Britain and Ireland; 60p Europe; £1.56 — Middle Hast and

north Africa; £2.12 — America, southern Africa, India: £2.40 —

Australia, Far East.

Listings are published free by
WORKERS PRESS for organisa-
tions in the labour movement.
Please send details to arrive by
mid-day Monday for publication
the following Friday.

GREENHAM COMMON
WOMEN’S CAMP To all women
— we are still here; we still need
your support! Near Newbury, Exit
13 on M4, or BR Newbury, Berk-
shire.

FREE THE FRAMED IRISH PRIS-
ONERS BENEFIT Brent Irish
Cultural Centre, Salisbury Road,
Queens Park, NW6. Friday, 24
April, 7.30p.m. Entertainers in-
clude Maria Tolly. Admission Free.

LONDON EDUCATION DE-
FENCE COMMITTEE Public
Meeting, Coburg Primary School,
Cobourg Road, off Old Kent Road
by Burgess Park. Wednesday 29
April at 6.00p.m. Organised by
ILEA/NUPE Schoolkeepers.

THE HANGERS MARCH Satur-
day 2 May, Assemble 10.00.a.m.
Telegraph Road, Putney Heath,
SW15. March to Rally in Bishop's
Park, Fulham 12.30P.M. —
2.30p.m. Speakers include Arthur
Scargill, Alf Dubs and Ken Living-
stone

FREE THE FRAMED IRISH PRIS- ‘

ONERS PICKET Downing Street,
Wednesday 29 April, 6.00p.m.-
7.00p.m. For a Public Inquiry into
the Beating and Framing of the
Birmingham Six and the Guildford
Four. (Next campaign committee
meeting will be on Wednesday, 15
April at 7.30p.m. in Camden Town
Hall)

UNEMPLOYMENT, TRADES UN-
IONS AND THE MSC Conference
Saturday 2 May 10.00a.m.-
5.00p.m. The Hampden Commun-
ity Centre, 150 Ossulston Street,
NW1 Speaker: Dann Finn, Unem-
ployment Unit. Organised by Joint
Unions Steering Group Opposing
MSC (Further information: M.Ark-
wright)

BLACK FLAG VIGIL To Com-
memorate Sixth Anniversary of
1981 Republican Hunger Strike.
Tuesday, 5 May in Kilburn Square

at 7.30p.m. Organised by Bobby
Sands Hunger Strike Com-
memoration Committee.

LONDON MAY DAY MARCH
AND RALLY Friday 1 May.
Assemble Temple Green,
Embankment at 6.00p.m. March
via Fleet Street and Farringdon
Road to Clerkenwell Green.

NON-STOP PICKET OF SOUTH
AFRICA HOUSE For the release
of Nelson Mandela and all political
prisoners in South Africa. For
sanctions against the racist South
African government. Outside
South Africa House in Trafalgar
Square, London. Organised by
City of London Anti-Apartheid.

CAMPAIGN AGAINST POLICE
REPRESSION (CAPR) Weekly
planning meetings are held every
Tuesday, 7.30p.m., Stoke Newing-
ton Community Centre, Leswin
Road, N16. All are welcome. Con-
tact: Box CAPR, 83 Blackstock
Road, Lendon N4 (01-881 2938)

BRING BACK VICTORIA WiL-
LIAMS! Campaign meetings take
place on second and fourth
Wednesdays of every month at,
UCA, Acton Technical College,
Mill_Hill Road, Acton (7.30 p.m.)
TALK POLITICS WITH THE RCG
Weekly discussion meetings every
Sunday, 7.00p.m. at Conway Hall,
Red Lion Square, WC1. Sunday
26 April: The Soviet Union and the
fight against imperialism.

20 YEARS OF OCCUPATION
West Bank and Gaza Women's
delegation 3.00p.m. Saturday 25
April, Africa Centre, Covent Gar-
den WC2.

20 YEARS OF OCCUPATION
Speaker from West Bank women's
delegation. Jewish Socialists’
Group meeting. Friends’ Interna-
tional Centre, Byng Place, Torring-
ton Place, WC1. (near Goodge St.
tube). Saturday 2 May, 7.45pm.
FIGHT BIGOTRY! FIGHT RAC-
ISM! Smash the Backlash!. DE-
MONSTRATION Haringey Biack
Action and Positive Images.
Against reactionary attacks on
gays, leshians and black peo-
ple. Saturday, 2 May, Assemble
1.00 pm, Ducketts Common.
Turnpike Lane tube. Mobile
creche and disabled facilities.

- Please send donations to: Workers Press, PO Box

A Preparatory Committee has been formed and has held its
first meeting to organise the international Conference of
Trotskyists, planned for later this year, to reorganise the
Fourth International.

The Workers Revolutionary Party Special Fund is the only
source of money for our party’s contribution to that
committee, and it is therefore urgently needed.

@ Please send donations, large or smali, to: WRP Special
Fund. PO Box 735, London SW9 7QS

WORKERS PRESS APRIL
FUND

In so far: £1,461.89

WORKERS PRESS editorial board appeals to all our
members and supporters:

B Organise special sales to take the Workers
Press into the working class

B Increase the number of regular deliveries and
postal subscriptions

M Expand our monthly fighting fund

We have had a big response for April’s monthly fund,
but our paper’s finances are still precarious. There
are two ways you can help:

B Get prepaid postal subscriptions (£4 for 10
issues — see page 16)

B Raise extra money for our monthly fund. This
is what we depend on to pay our bills.

735, London SW9 7QS

LOWTRYLTD (TU)
We can do your typesetting, print your leaflets, etc.

Example: Typesetting; £15 per 1,000 words
Printing 1,000 A4 for £25.00
Quotations also available for Web offset
printing; tabloid and broadsheet newspapers,
according to size and run.

Tel: 01-274 8459
Lowtry Ltd., 21-25 Beehive Place, Brixton,
London SW9
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Voting among Pennsylvania miners as part of the National Labor Union

The first national

|abour federation

WILLIAM H. SYLVIS was born in Pennsylvania
in 1828, one of ten children in a poverty-stricken

family.

He joined the Philadelphia branch of the iron molders in

1857 at the age of 29.

This one act changed his en-
tire life: he went on to blaze a
trail in the history of class
struggle in the US.

Sylvis went straight into a cam-
paign for the iron molders to be-
come a national organisation. And
in 1860, the year after which it was
formed, he was elected treasurer.

But unlike those who were to use
the trade union movement for their
own financial gain, Sylvis and his
family were dogged by debt-
collectors and poverty until the
day of his death.

But the new national union was
virtually destroyed as its mem-
bership went off to the Civil War.
Freed slaves were used as cheap
labour in the North. Between 1860
and 1865 wages had risen 43 per
cent and prices had soared by 116
per cent.

Late 1862 saw the breaking
point: the wages being paid could
not support the families. Union
members demanded an increase.
The employers, more prosperous
than ever before, refused to budge.
And then, early in 1863, workers
started to act; strikes were hap-
pening everywhere These strikes
produced wage increases and
more unions.

Sylvis then turned his attention
from local agitation to a call to
reconstitute the National Molders
Union. At its convention in Pitt-
sburgh in January 1863 he was
elected president and took on the
job of turning what at the time was
a national union on paper into
something tangible.

With $100 in his pocket he
embarked on what was to be the
first national organiser’s tour in
American history. His hundred
dollars soon spent, he travelled
from city to city. begging lifts in
trains, often hungry and in thread-
bare clothes, but doing what he had
always wanted to do: be a labour
organiser.

At the end of this tour that had

stretched from Pennsylvania and -

Ohio to Missouri, Canada, Michi-
gan and New York, the union had
6,000 members and 54 locals. And
now others were taking to the road
and organising other industries.
In 1864 the employers, fighting to
impose a 25-per-cent wage cut, pul-

PART Il OF A
FEATURE SERIES
BY NORMAN HARDING

led troops away from the battlef-
ront to use them in actions against
the strikers.

The Civil War ended on 9 April
1865. In Charleston, where the
slave-owners signalled the start of
the war with Edmond Ruffin’s shot
across the bay, the Negro 54th
regiment from Massachusetts
marched past the proud stately
mansions followed by thousands of
freed slaves. Auction blocks, whips
and branding irons were des-
troyed.

This was too much for Edmond
Ruffin. What he thought was nor-
mal and ‘God’s will’ was being
destroyed. He went into the garden
and fired his second historic shot,
this time_blowing his brains out.

In the period that followed new
fortunes were made and old ones
consolidated. While the standard of
living of the workers was being
attacked castles were being ship-
ped to America from Europe brick
by brick.

In 1866, with Sylvis’s leadership
and drive, the National Labor Un-
ion was formed, the first attempt
to build a nationwide federation of
trade unions.

It was at its first congress in
Baltimore that Sylvis called for the
admission of women and for the
organisation of black workersin
solidarity with their struggle for

ACCUSER of
CAPITALISM

total political freedom. He not only
failed to convince the delegates to
unite labour but also to organise an
independent political party com-
posed of labour, the Negro people,
and the farmers.

The events of May 1866 saw the
lynching of 46 Negroes in Mem-
phis, followed by 45 more slain in
New Orleans.

While these murders were taking
place 5,000 molders were locked
out in Pittsburgh. A seven-month
struggle took place in which their
leaders were charged with con-
spiracy and jailed.

It was around events like these
that Sylvis, as president of the
NLU, fought for the unity of black
and white workers. But it was not
until the convention of 1869 that the
delegates of the NLU finally
agreed to adopt Sylvis’s position.

‘The National Labor Union
knows no North, no South, no East,
no West, neither colour nor sex on
the question of the rights of labour,
and urges our coloured fellow
members to form organisations in
all legitimate ways, and send their
delegates from every state in the
union to the next congress.’

Sylvis was not there to see his
victory, he had died suddenly on
the eve of the convention, at the
age of 41, only 12 years after join-
ing the molders’ union.

Many of his colleagues claimed
he had worked himself to death
building the National Molders Un-
ion and the National Labor Union.

His family did not have enough
money to pay for his burial: they

had to borrow $100, the same"

amount given to Sylvis six years
previously to finance his first
nationwide recruitment campaign.
@® Next week: Pinkerton and the
Molly Maguires
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Price 75p
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ROBSON'S CHOICE

IN THE 1960s the American
Maysles brothers, Albert and
David, pioneered what came to be
known as cinema-verite (cinema-
truth). In plain language, what
was involved was to remove the
camera from its tripod, rest it on
the shoulder, and move freely
with it.

Portable sound-recorders and
directional microphones had re-
cently become available, and
Kodak had developed a fast film-
stock, Double-X, which greatly in-
creased the possibility of filming
successfully in poor lighting con-
ditions.

The standard kit of fixed lenses
(prime lenses as they are refered
to because of their optimum trans-
mission qualities) were set aside
for the time being and replaced
with the ubiquitous zoom lens.
Gone were the days when you had
to unscrew a long-focus lens and
replace it with a wide-angle one
before the lorry ran you down! A
finger on the zoom would do the
trick in a split second.

If you believed, as the Maysles
and others did, that filming in real
time (as opposed to editing time in
the camera by selectively stop-
ping and starting) brought you
nearer to the truth, then you
would do what they did: fit their
Auricon cameras with 1,200ft
Mitchell magazines which would
enable them to roll without a
break for a full half-hour.

In 1970, at the height of their
powers, but by now with many
successful films behind them, the
Maysles made Gimme Shelter, a
chilling account of the Rolling
Stones tour that ended in tragedy.
You can see it on Saturday at
12.50p.m. on Channel-Four.

On Sunday, at 2.30p.m. some-
thing for the children: The Amaz-
ing Mrs Blunden, (ITV). If the
children are better engaged, the
adults can see Preston Sturges’
Last Train from Gun Hill, 3p.m.
(BBC-1). If you enjoy Evelyn
Waugh more than I do, watch
Scoop at 9a.m. (ITV). If you enjoy
Giuseppe Verdi (1813-1901) less
than I do, give his opera Nabucco
a try. This La Scala production
starts at 7.45p.m. (BBC-2) in a
simulataneous, stereo broadcast
with Radio 3

On Monday BBC-1 presents the

first of three documentaries (to be
shown on successive evenings) en-
titled Only One Earth. These prog-
rammes will definitely be worth
watching even though their terms
of reference (‘A series to mark the
publication of the Brundtland Re-
port on the future of the world’s
environment‘) gives one a fore-
taste of its probable limitations.
The first programme goes out at
7p.m. (BBC-2). At 8.30p.m. (also
BBC-2) Horizon presents a play,
Life Story, about the Cambridge
scientific fraternity’s scramble to
dicover the ’secret of life’, the
double helix of DNA. At 10p.m.
(C-4), Ken McMullen’s thoughtful
Zina, a poetic study of the tragedy
of Trotsky’s daughter, Zina Bron-
stein, in the Germany of the the
early 1930s.

On Tuesday at 7.10p.m. (BBC-2)
part-two of Only One Earth. On
BBC-1 at 11.40p.m. Professor
Richard Layard (Two Nations?)
promise to show us three ways in
which uneployment can be re-
duced without increasing infla-
tion. Could wage-cutting be on o
them? I cannot wait to find out. At
12p.m. (ITV) you can see Gor-
bachev-sanctioned ‘history’ in the
making when ‘a studio audience in
London talks direct via satellite to
a studio audience in Moscow‘. I
am reliably informed that the
rumour doing the rounds to the
effect that G. Healy had a hand it
setting up this historic Moscow
Link-Up are absolutely false.
Sarah Kennedy, at any rate,
knows nothing about his secret,
behind-the scenes activities.

On Wednesday, at 7p.m. , the
final part of Only One Earth on
BBC-1. At 10p.m. on Channel
Four, Francois Truffaut’s gentle
Les Deux Anglaises et le Conti-
nent. At 10.20p.m. (BBC-2) Duncan
Campbell’s second programme in
the controversial new series Sec-
ret Society. On Thursday at
11.25p.m. (C-4), distinguished
Soviet director Elem Klimov’s
Agonia based on the events of 1916
in Petrograd. Friday, aside from
the usual fodder, is a cultural
desert (and I use the word in its
broadest sense). Why not step out
to the ICA Cinema in the Mall, if
you live in London, and see Ken
Loach’s thought-provoking
Fatherland? Showings are at
4.30p.m. , 6.35p.m. and 9p.m.
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" For an honest discussion!

Reply to Stuart King of Workers Power (Secretary of the MRCI).

THE Workers Power group in the March issue of
their paper produced a reply to the Call initiated
by the WRP for a ‘world conference of Trotskyist

organisations’.

The letter was an attempt by Stuart King, secretary
of the MRCI (Movement for a Revolutionary Commun-
ist International), to mislead his own members as to
the nature of the Call by deliberate distortion of the the
WRP’s position and by confusing double talk on the
positions of Workers Power itself.

The first indication of
how King views the call is
in the box prefacing his
letter. It states that ‘The
WRP (Workers Press)
call for an ‘“‘open confer-
ence’’ of groups claiming
to be Trotskyist looks like
turning into an exclusive
event’.

The impression given is
that the WRP has reneged on
an ‘Open. Conference’ and
now seeks to confine the con-
ference to a few co-thinkers.
As King is well aware the
call is for a ‘world confer-
ence of Trotskyist organisa-
tions’, that is partisans of the
Trotskyist world organisa-
tion, the Fourth Interna-
tional.

Equal

[BY MIKE HOWGATE |

reported that they have pin-
pointed the exact date and
time when the irreversible
descent into centrism
occured. While the French
group Lutte Quvriere main-
tain that the Fourth Interna-
tional was declared but nev-
er built.

Other groups are hostile to
the inclusion of point eight
which reaffirms the necessi-
ty to build ‘revolutionary
parties of the working class,
sections of the FI, in every
country’ yet others on the
characterisation of the Sta-
linist bureaucracy as ‘coun-
ter-revolutionary through
and through’.

The question arises: why
would groups which are a)
quite sure that the FI is dead
for purposes of revolution or
b) are not quite sure that a
Trotskyist party is needed in

members of the WRP were
revolutionary or not.

Leading Workers Power
member Steve MacSweeny
at the following meeting then
tried to give this new and
nonsensical characterisation

.some theoretical gloss by in-

venting a ‘neither centrist
nor revolutionary’ category
for the WRP.

_This he insisted was highly
dialectical. It was in fact
highly confusing. However
this new characterisation of
the WRP does not appear to
have been passed on to other
Workers Power members,
who are still convinced that
the WRP is centrist.

Oild WRP

More to the point, if as the
leaders of Workers Power/
MRCI appear to be suggest-
ing, the old WRP was able to
develop a revolutionary
orientation out of its own
ranks, i.e. one of the frag-
ments of the dead for pur-
poses of revolution Fourth
International.

Then doesn’t it follow that
their pronouncement of the
death of the FI as having
occured in 1953 was some-
what premature. The Work-
ers Power comrades may
have to reassess their di-

Trotskyism against

centrism’.

As an instance of this Cde.
King takes up the WRP’s
characterisation of the Sta-
linist bureaucracy. And by a
neat piece of quotation clip-
ping sets up a straw man
which he no doubt seeks to
impress the members and
supporters of Workers Pow-
er by knocking to pieces. Itis
worth considering this piece
of dishonesty in some detail.

This is what King says.
‘Your characterisation of
Stalinism for instance, as
‘counter-revolutionary
through and through’ is as
one sided and undialectical
an analysis as the ‘dual na-
ture’ one you correctly re-
ject.’ In having this analysis
we are told we ‘ignore the
contradiction involved be-
tween the working class
base. . . and their Stalinist
. . . leaders’.

Unless we recognise this
contradiction we will never
be able to operate a united
front, says King. ‘Such tac-
tics would not be possible if
these parties (the Labour
party is thrown in as added
confusion) were counter re-
volutionary through and
through. Of course we would
and do characterise both
parties as counter revolu-
tionary in their practice,
their programme and their
leadership.’

Unable

was wrong, and undialectic-
al, in its characterisation of
Stalinism as ‘counter-
revolutionary through and
through’. What then accord-
ing to Workers Power is the
nature of the beast?

Spice

Next King tries sarcasm to
spice up his reply under the
subhead ‘anonymous thrust’.
He appears to be scandalised
that the WRP proclaims that
the FI must be built ‘in
opposition to all those who
pronounce it dead or proc-
laim the need for a new in-
ternational’. He asks indig-
nantly whether we are in-
cluding Workers Power in
this category. Well to be pre-
cise, YES! and he proves we
have hit the nail on the head
in his subsequent denial.

‘Comrades we do not hold
any of these positions’ he
blusters. ‘Our slogans are
“Forward to the refounding
of a Leninist Trotskyist In-
ternational! For a New
world party of socialist re-
volution!‘ Well if a New
world party is not a new
international, what is it? As
for pronouncing the FI dead
you do that in the next para-
graph ‘We certainly do not
think that the Fourth Inter-
national still exists either
organisationally or in terms
of programatic continuity’.
For you ‘the world party of
socialist revolution was shat-
tered in 1953’. Well at least

cothinkers to build a Fifth
International or you were
rather premature with the
death certificate. If you real-
ly do think that the WRP asit
now is, is a force for revolu-
tion and no longer centrist,
then you must re-evaluate
the criteria on which you
based your conclusion that
the IC current of the FI in
particular was not strug-
gling against revisionism in
the 1960’s but on the con-
trary, capitulating to it.

How can you glibly pro-
nounce that the 1.C. ‘offered
a number of partially cor-
rect ““left”’ criticism of Pablo
and Mandel’ and maintain
the above position anyway?
Was the IC correct to fight
against the openly espoused
liquidationism of Pablo, the
pro-Castroism of the SWP,
the theory of Red bases in
the Universities of Mandel.
All without the benefit of
hindsight and with, inevit-
ably, many mistakes?

If you want to criticise the
IC’s heritage honestly, then
you have to recognise the

_contradiction that it was,

and how that contradiction
resulted in the explosion in

‘the WRP, the self-criticism

of the LIT (which you arro-

‘gantly disparage in an arti-

cle in the same issue) and the
deepening of our analysis of
Stalinism represented by the
struggle of Cde. Varga’s
group.

In place of an analysis of
these important develop-
ments in the Trotskyist

King’s protestati i i rec L € )
that those who. consider ?3§§%ﬁlsfﬁlé"ft§§e§’r§$§fx§’gb§ agnosis in the light of this (tihls 1s plamtspfakmg, S‘;}‘,’;’hy movement you seek to score ::la{‘;
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ence’ as envisaged by Kingif even horrendous mistakes, the Stalinist leadership as v

it is not a talking shop rather
than a conference with the
definite aim of reorganising
the Fourth International?

Why should an organisa-

ance regard the FI as dead
for purposes of revolution
since 1953, it has even been

whether they would be ex-
cluded or not. Maybe their
advocates in Workers Power
and Socialist Viewpoint -
could explain why the USec.
have been so remiss.

as ‘centrist’. However he
was not quite sure whether

such as the betrayals of the
British General Strike and
the Chinese Revolution.
What led Trotsky to call
for the formation of a New

on to say that the ten points
are ‘certainly inadequate as
a basis to define genuine

counter-revolutionary.

The only problem is that
the WRP does not say that
Stalinist parties are counter-
revolutionary through and

to know how, if the WRP was
correct in its rejection of the
‘dual nature’ of Stalinism, it
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WE ARE receiving more
material than ever for
Workers Press, but we
want to hear from even
more of our readers.

Please send letters, news
from your area, reports of
the struggles of the work-

Write for Workers Press!

ing class, of women and
youth, of developments in
the Labour Party and Com-
munist Party. . .

We also need photographs
— phone us on 01-733
3058 and discuss the best
way to get them to us.

Caterpillar occupation

to continue

TALKS between management and the work-
ers fighting to prevent the closure of the
factory at Uddingston near Glasgow, broke
down on Tuesday after the employers refused
to make plant and machinery available to a
potential competitor.

The union, at negotiations arranged by ACAS,
had proposed that the factory should be kept open
for a year and the machinery left in place while the
search for an alternative buyer went on.

Shop stewards convenor, John Brannan, said of the
management: ‘Their attitude of rejection has been cynic-
al. Here we have a multi-national dictating what can cr
cannot be done-in an area of high unemployment.” He
rejected the employer’s call for a mass meeting at the
Plant saying this would only allow more pressure to be
brought to bear on the occupying workers and their
families to abandon the sit-in.

Nothing new had emerged from the talks, said Brannan,

therefore a mass meeting was unnecessary. The sit-in
would continue, and shop stewards were meeting on
Wednesday to discuss how to extend support for their
action in the trade union movement.

Jimmy Airlie, AEU Scottish Executive Officer, who
failed to persuade the Caterpillar stewards to call off the
occupation 3 weeks ago, repeated after the breakdown of
talks that the union could not support illegal action.

Caterpillar workers were waiting on Wednesday to hear
the results of AEU executive meeting which was to
determine whether strike pay would continue to be paid to
the men,

As one shop steward told a meeting of the Glasgow
Caterpillar Support Group, this ACAS talks aimed at the
forlorn hope of finding an alternative management are
now over and the occupying workers must fight to extend
financial and physical support where it can be won in the
rest of the working class movement.

The Scottish TUC, at their conference in Perth this
week, voted unanimously to back the workers action.
They must be called upon now to put this into practice by
calling for strikes and demonstrations in solidarity with
the Caterpillar men.

HFW workers score victories

LAST Wednesday’s decision to call off the mass
picket for the day at HFW Plastics to allow talks
with mangement to take place was greeted with
considerable suspicion by many of the strikers.

While they saw this as a
partial recognition of the
union but the suspension
of the picket allowed
scabs to be bussed in at
9a.m. whereas in the past
they have been kept out
till 1p.m.

The sacked workers want
full reinstatement and have
little hope that management
will meet this demand.

Several women told Work-
ers Press: ‘We were pre-
pared to get arrested’.

The HFW workers are fast~
learning that they are fight-
ing not only their employer
but the state.

With the lessons of the
miners’ strike, Silentnight
and Wapping to draw on,
pickets at the Gateshead fac-
tory are in no doubt as to the
battle ahead of them.

Lorraine Sawyers — one of
39 workers sacked when she
walked out in support of
eight workmates already
sacked for refusing to sign a
loyalty pledge — told Work-
ers Press:

‘We may not get our jobs
back but we will close him
down.’

Sandy Black one of the
orginal eight sacked woman
said: ‘We have to make a
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stand. Emplogers every-
where seem to think they can
get away with this sort of
thing.’

Carole Holme who also re-
fused to sign a pledge said:
‘When I tell people what has
happened, they don’t believe
me. But it has happened,
they just don’t care.’

Workers on Tyneside be-
lieve the dispute could be-
come a testing ground for
the Tory anti-union laws.

It is recieving widespread
support. Last week miners in
the area promised support
after Carole Holmes had
addressed a meeting of the
North East Justice For Min-
ers campaign. Sacked min-
ers and their union have
promised to support a mass
picket.

Workers, mainly women
and youth, have not received
a pay rise in four years and
last year agreed to accept a
£10 wage cut. The company
now openly admit it has a
full order book but has sack-
ed the workers for daring to
campaign for a wage rise.
Management has also with-
drawn recognition from the
union SOGAT.

A crucial feature of the
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dispute is management de-
termination to reduce wages
— the scabs who are bussed
in daily are being paid £34
less than the sacked work-
ers. Supported by the local
Labour movement the strik-
ers have scored some suc-
cesses by closing down the
{)_lant by up to half aday at a
ime.

@ Thursday 9 April: mass

picket sealed off entrance to
factory for four hours before
policé are brought in.

@ Friday 10 April: no scabs
go in all day. No work done.

@ Monday 13 April: mass
picket again seals off entr-
ance, chain and padlock the
gate and stages a sit-down
protest to stop scabs enter-
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OFFICIAS
PICKET

ing. Four hours later after
gates are burned open with
torches, scabs get in.

@® Wednesday 15 April:
mass pickets joined by 21
German trade unionists
from I-G Metal. Gates sealed
off, two new security guards
let alsations loose. Security
guard attacks picket in the
presence of police. No

arrests made. Scabs not in
until five hours later, despite
heavy police presence.

® Two AEU members in-
structed by the DC to respect
the SOGAT picket.

® Donations to: HFW
Strike, SOGAT, 119 Jesmond
Road, Newcastle upon Tyne,
NE2 INL.

Young workers display the banner of Newcastle upon Tyne Trades Council who have supported the picket.
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