e - L o AT Ve R e — T | i, i R R 1 . o R || s T T = ———— . — —
=== R R R R =

wr
r

City backs RITTRTIE
Labour Lahour
@ Manifesto: Jambidd:

WEEKLY PAPER OF THE WORKERS REVOLUTIONARY PARTY |

'KINNOCK GROVELS

TO BIG BUSINESS

BY CYRIL SMITH

THE LABOUR Party
manifesto has received
rave reviews from the
Tory press.

Wednesday’s ‘Finan-
cial Times’ put it well:
‘The Labour manifesto is
a revelation. If Labour
had been able to produce
documents like ‘‘Britain
Will Win’’ in the late 1970s
and early 1980s, and so
apparently free to dis-
pense with conference re-

' solutions, -there would
have been no need for the
Social Democratic Party
to ha .2 been formed.’

The city gents who read
this leading article were de-
lighted to hear that:

“Britain Will Win’ is far
from perfect; the faults,
however, are written smal-
ler than they used to be and
the document is much shor-
ter.

‘Active membership of the
_ European Community is
| accepted without so much as
; a blush at the memory that
the subject has split the
Labour Party for the last
three decades. Even the
commitment to a non-
nuclear defence policy, so
controversial when it was
adopted last autumn, has
been toned down to the point
where 1t is almost an apo-

logetic footnote.

‘Widespread public own-
ership is out along with the
old deference to the trades
unions. The sale of council
houses 1s not so much
accepted as welcomed. The
approach to public expendi-
ture is restrained.’

What damning comment
on the treachery of the Kin-
nock leadership!

To the inappropriately
heroic strains of Brahms,
amidst roses and show-biz
extravaganza, the mouse-
like Kinnock made clear that
his one aim is to convince the
ruling class of his utter loyal-
ty to capitalism.

Hattersley, his deputy,
commended the document
as being more realistic than
that of 1983, because it was
‘more modest in aspiration
and more specific in
costing.’
® Even if the promise to
find a million jobs in two
years were kept, more than
three million would be out of
work.

® The so-called ‘anti-
poverty programme’ would

-

;“?é(gshtrt{fa clim[ﬁ?f; g tl(}ef | LAMBETH NALGO Women’s Group celebrates workers. | PHOTO: David Stewart
Thatchgr’s Britain. Ha%;;ers- victory on the issue of maternity rights on the It is now much easier for women to combine The qualifyin eriod for maternity right
ley himself admitted that steps of the Town Hali. a career in iocal government with having has been d¥0pgpepd from 18 month); rt% :
C‘;’g;,erwg‘uglgl% edfgg?gggeg?ég Under the threat of a one-day strike Lambeth children. _ _ 2 iee months, the time limit on the right to return to
‘when and only when econo- Council implemented an agreement that the Women in Lambeth, like women in Islington, the same job was increased from the legal 29
mic circumstances allowed’. union had been trying to negotiate since 1979 Camden and Haringey will have 40 weeks with to 51 weeks, and paid adoption leave was

— a vastly improved package for women some level of payment as opposed to 24. introduced.
TURN TO PAGE 2
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THE Workers Revolutionary Party’s state-
ment in last week’s Workers Press called for a
Labour vote in the general election. At the
same time, we denounced the leaders of the
Labour Party as traitors to the working class.

Is this contradictory? Yes, it certainly is.
But the contradiction originates, not in what

. we say, but in the entire history of the British
working class movement.

In 1987, a dangerous situation faces the
British working class. In the face of the Tory

onslaught, its organisations and conditions are

menaced by the betrayals of its leaders.

Unlike the position in other countries, where the

‘unions were set up by socialists, the trade unions in

Britain arose before the existence of a mass social-
ist party. |

Only at the end of the last century did most trades

~ unionists begin to see the need for political action.

When the Labour Party emerged, its aim was to
represent the unions in parliament. Socialists

- fought for their policies inside it, but were nearly
always in a minority. - |

At the time, British imperialism was at the height
of its power. With its super-profits from imperial-
ism, the British ruling class had bribed a ‘labour
aristocracy’, whose privileged position formed the
basis for pro-capitalist bureaucrats to dominate the
unions and the Labour Party.

In 1914, these right-wing leaders had backed
imperialism’s murderous war for profits and colo-
nial loot, and acted as the recruiting agents for the
bosses. After the Russian Revolution, they worked
to ensure the continued existence of capitalism and
the isolation of the first workers’ state. |

- Workers who fought against these traitors found-

“ed and built a Communist Party. Under the direc-
tion of the Communist International, they turned to

those workers who still saw their future in voting a
Labour government into office, to work with them
and win them to communism.

But the rise of Stalinism in the Soviet Union led to
the destruction of the Communist International as a
revolutionary body. The Labour Party leaders were
able to maintain their grip on the working class.

They carried capitalism through the General
Strike, the slump of the 1930s, into the second
imperialist war and through the revolutionary
mood which engulfed the world after that war.

Labour leaders have formed governments from
1924 onwards. The 1945 government of Attlee did
introduce some reforms which benefitted the work-

- ing class, at least up to 1949.

But the net result of their actions was to re-
structure a decrepit British capitalism, using state-
intervention. Bankrupt industries were national-
ised, their ex-owners were lavishly compensated,
bureaucracts put in charge. The result was to
confuse and dishearten workers. :

The split in the Labour Party in 1981, with the

. formation of the SDP by some of its leaders, has

made it possible for the Tories to foresee yet
another term of office, even with four million
unemployed.

We fight to build a revolutionary leadership for
the working class, without which they cannot finish
Toryism and capitalism for good. This means
breaking the hold of the Labour Party leaders on
the workers’ movement, which ties it to capitalism.

Our call for a Labour vote on 11 June is part of
this aim. We have absolutely no confidence in the
Labour leaders, and say so clearly. However, as the
actions of Kinnnock and Hattersley break up the
unity of the working class in the face of the Tory
offensive, we have to unite it against the Tories.

We think those workers who hope that a Labour
vote will resolve their problems are mistaken. But
just to tell them this, as some groups on the left do,
would be to turn our backs on them and abandon
our responsibility for their future.

In the course of this election campaign, we intend
to fight with them against Thatcher, to win the

maximum support for our revolutionary policies, to

warn workers about the treachery of the Labour
leaders and to build our Party within the working
class. |

Vote_Labour'

THE college lecturers’
union, NATFHE, holds its
conference this weekend.
A central debate will be
on the government’s
latest initiative to fake
the unemployment fi-
gures and use the unem-
ployed as cheap labour —

the Job Training Scheme

JTS).

The union will continue to
be strongly opposed to the
YTS but the question is how
to take the fight forward.

The West Midlands and
South West regions want
NATFHE to tell the TUC to
get out of the Manpower Ser-
vices Commission (MSC).
TUC backing for the MSC
and its schemes has enabled
Lord Young to announce his
phontey drop in unemploy-
ment.

- Many N_ATIfHE members

KINNOCK
GROVELS

® FROM PAGE 1 /./

Labour’s policies are’ deter-
mined by the depth of the
capitalist crisis and not the
pressing needs of millions of
workers and their families.
@® ‘Britain Will Win’ is big on
law and order , promising
more police.

® Labour’s ‘defence’ policy
is played down to the point of
inaudibility. ‘It was a

- Labour government which

helped to establish the North
Atlantic Alliance,’ the docu-
ment- proudly reminds the

-~ world. ‘Labour’s defence:

policy is based squarely and
firmly on Britain’s mem-
bership of NATO.’

® On South Africa, the
Labour Party promises no
more than to ‘ensure that

British measures against |

apartheid embrace those
already adopted by the US

Congress, the Common- |

wealth and the EEC.

As 11 June gets closer,
Kinnock’s leadership becom-
es more and more dangerous
for the working class. A new
world economic crisis, cen-
tred on the US, is
approaching. The insuper-
able ‘debt crisis’ frightens
the most powerful of the
American banks, and hangs
over the British financial in-
stitutions even more threate-
ningly.

The latest figures for Brit-

~ 1sh manufacturing produc-
- tion show continued stagna-

tion. Instead of warning the
working class, Labour helps

the Tories to conceal the |

dangers that lie ahead.

The WRP has called for a
Labour vote on 11 June. We

~ have no confidence in the

Labour leadership. Our call
1s part of the struggle to
expose the Labour leaders
and build a revolutionary
socialist alternative to them
in the working class.

The policies of Kinnock ex-
pose the working class to a

- third Thatcher government

and the misery and suffering
this will bring to millions.

This big business manifes-
to 1s a clear warning to the
working class: even if
Labour wins the election the

working class can have no

confidence in a Labour gov-
ernment.

The need for revolutionary
leadership has never been
more urgent. |

- WORKERS
REVOLUTIONARY
- PARTY
Women’s Commission  Day
Seminar

The Socialist Revolution and
Women
Sunday 21 June
10a.m.-6p.m.
WRP members only

labour schemes

BY GEOFF BARR

feel that the time has come

- for the TUC tosay ‘enough is

enough’.

The lecturers meet during
a major dispute with their
employers — the Labour-led
local authorities. The au-
thorities proposed an in-
crease in the working week
and a reduction of college

~ holidays.

This has stirred lecturérs,
already hard-pressed by ris-
ing  student numbers and

BY JOHN OWEN

‘HASTA CUANDO?’

(‘When will it end?’) asks

a new documentary film
on Chile being shown
throughout Britain.

This film details daily rep-
ression. Mothers collecting
food and clothes for victims
of a recent earthquake are
attacked by water cannon
and tear-gas and then
arrested. |

~ Riot police regularly come
into shanty-town areas, but

“meet determined resistance

from young people who have
lost all feariof them.

Bank

lovertime

ban

'BIFU, the banking union,

has decided at its annual
delegate conference at
Blackpool to impose an over-

- time ban on members work-

ing in the Federation of En-
glish Clearing Banks which
includes Barclays, National
Westminster and Lloyds,

from 8 June. ‘

The overtime ban is

' against a 5 per cent pay offer
- imposed on the unions by the
‘banks. The union is to

approach the non-TUC Staff
Association requesting that

| their members join in joint
. Industrial action.

So far at the BIFU confer-
ence motions have been pas-

sed in opposition to pay deals

linked to productivity, and
not to enter YTS agreements
with the banks. Delegates
stated that YTS was being
used to promote the ethos of
low pay in the industry.

The conference was

addressed by K.E. Svenson,
leader of 50,000 Swedish

bank workers. Svenson ex-
plained to delegates how
Swedish bank workers had
récently won a fight against
Swedish banks on the issue
of performance-related pay.

The leadership of the non-
'TUC affiliated Bank of Eng-

land Staff Association have
agreed to ‘join BIFU, bring-
ing 3,500 Bank of England

-workers into the TUC.
- A final ballot of Bank of

England staff is underway to
endorse the decision.

BIFU, despite urgihgs

from delegates, especially

from the Manchester area,
decided to accept govern-
ment money for ballots. Sta-
linists opened the door last
year for the acceptance of
government money. This
year they unsuccessfully
attemped to hold the position
of accepting government
money unless there is a

change in TUC policy.

covering the work of col-
leagues who have not been
replaced, into more militant
action than ever before, with
a programme of one-da

strikes and rallies in each
region. The conference will
have to consider whether the
union’s counter proposals
have been adequate or if
they have given ground to

‘the employers.

The Tory mania for priva-
tisation and cuts will play a

Lecturers union to  pmnissene
debate JTS cheap

don attacking Kenneth Bak-
er’s proposed ‘city technical
colleges’ will be considered.

The Tory proposals for
taklng the polytechnics
away from democratic local
control has caused a lot of
anger among the lecturers.
A resolution attacking them
will be high on the agenda.

. The union will not be ignor-
Ing its international links.
Continued support for a
boycott of South Africa is

- demanded in an Inner Lon-

don resolution. The West
Midlands want it toughened
up with a call for a trade
union boycott of South Africa
and for branches to .form
Iinks with branches of inde-

pendent education unions in
South Africa.

The lecturers will be asked
to Join other unions in opposi-
tion to nuclear energy.

.

Latin America

- At the film’s climax kid-
nap victims are found, show-
ing signs of brutal torture.
The government’s security
forces disclaim responsi-
bility. |

The 14-year-old son of one
of the victims pledges that
he will continue the fight for

 his father’s ideals.
Alejandro Olivares, presi-

dent of Chile’s National Fed-
eration of Independent
Trade Unions (FESIT), told a
meeting in Liverpool on 8
May: ‘To understand the

present situation in Chile, it
‘1S 1mportant to know about

1973.

‘In 1973 all poﬂul_ar orga-
nisations — especially work-

ers’ organisations — were

destroyed.

‘One million people ar¢ un-
employed or are participat-

1 ing in government cheap-
‘labour schemes. A single

worker earns £12 a month, a
married worker earns £24 a
month.

€The resistance to the gov-
ernment began again in 1978
amongst. copper miners —
then the textile workers
joined in.

‘In 1983 trade wunions
started new forms of strug-

gle. The death of Chilean

workers is not stopped by
raising your hand and asking

for clemency.

_‘The bullets that are being

fired at our shanty-town
have to be answered, not
with empty hands.

‘We are hoping to raise
money {o open an office in
Valparaiso for the women’s
movement.’ |

Carlos Major, a Nicara-

- guan Sandinista member,

said the US was using all
forms of attack on the
Nicaraguan revolution: eco-
nomic sabotage of oil indus-

~ tries and factories alongside

a policy of social terror.

‘Fifty thousand US
marines are due to be sta-
tioned in central America on
20 May’, Major went on. In
order to regain popularity
Reagan invaded Grenada —
today they may invade us,
though many  political cor-

rTespondents doubt this

move.

‘That is why we need inter-
national solidarity. This will
strengthen our struggle
against our own
bourgeoisie.’

The meeting ended with a
collection of over £80 from an |
audience of about 100.

Teachersstep
- upaction

MEMBERS of the two
largest teaching unions

decided last week to step

up their strikes against

" the Tory government.

Their decision came in
the wake of intense press-
ure from their leaders to
call off their action in the
name of unity
Labour leaders in the run
up to the election.

From the start of next
month, the National Un-
ion of Teachers and the
National Association of
Schoolmasters/Union of
Women Teachers will
double the number of
half-day strikes in de-
fence of their collective
bargaining rights.

Over fifty areas will be
affected by the action

which will cost four
weeks’ worth of strike_

funds.

~ The unions have de-

with the

cided to suspend their ac-
tion after polling day in
order to seek further dis-
cussions with the govern-
ment.

‘It presents us with an
opportunity to put our
case on our democratic
rights to the electorate’
sald NUT deputy general
secretary Doug McAvoy.

The decision is a blow
not only to the union lead-
erships but to Kinnock.
He and his fellow right-
wingers are desperate

that the working class

should do nothing which
will rock the boat during
the election campaign.

Every other section of
the working class should
follow the teachers’ lead:
the working class must
defend its basic rights at
all times, general elec-
tion or no general elec-
tion.
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arrival. We had to
judge’s ruling to force the

SWIFT ACTION has prevented the deportation of 20
Kurdish refugees, members of five families who
arrived in Britain on 2 and 7 May. '

Only a prOtracted struggle in the courts gave the families

- the proper legal processes.

‘Normal procedure 1s for
refugees to be interviewed
by Immigration officials on
get a

Home Office to grant this to
these refugees’ said Larry
Grant, the solicitor who rep-
resented them. |

In mid-1986 these families
crossed the border from Iraq
to Iran. They were being
subjected to raids by the Ira-
ql police and could not live
normal lives. |

- They paid money to get to
Syria. There they were de-
tained for two to five days
and then put on a flight to
Frankfurt, then on to Bri-

tain.

, Deported '

~Immigration officials told ‘
. them they would be deported
.back to Syria at the first

opportunity, and they are
now in detention centres.
Only one family was given
anything like a full inter-
view; the other four were not
properly interviewed.

Grant told Workers Press:

‘These Kurdish families
would not be safe in Syria.

‘A recent meeting between
the Syrian and Iraqi lead-
erships shows that, although
they are at loggerheads,

‘both are wings of the Ba’ath

Party, and a deal between
them will probably mean the
return of the Kurds to Iraq,
and police intimidation.

- ‘The Home Office was not
even prepared to refer them
to the United Kingdom Im-
migration Advisory Service,

~and would not let MPs ask

-the right to stay in the country while their cases went through

BY DOT GIBSON

for a stop on their removal
from the country.’ -

At 1la.m. on 14 May Im-
migration told Grant that
one family would be re-

- moved by 10a.m. the follow-

ing day (the courts open at
10.30a.m!).

There was frantic work to
prepare the papers; they

were put before a judge at

4.15p.m. He granted leave to

apply for a judicial review, .

prohibited the removal of the

- Kurdish family, and listed

the case for 20 May — not a

~ full hearing, but to allow the
Home Office to object to his

judgment.

The cases of the other four
families were identical, so

‘Grant said he would have all

the cases ready for the same
day, and asked the. Home
Office to give an undertaking
not to remove the other four
families.

The Home Office refused

to give such an assurance.

It was now 5.30p.m., and
there was little chance of
finding a judge to deal with

- the matter.

Assurance

Grant asked whether they
could give an assurance not
to remove the Kurds before
2p.m. After a short delay this
was granted. |

At 7p.m. on 18 May a mem-
ber of Grant’s staff phoned
Harmondsworth detention

~centre and found that none of
the Kurdish men was there.

The men of four of the five
families were at Heathrow
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Airport for interview by Im-
migration.
Within an hour he and a

member of his staff were at
the airport and were allowed

- to attend the remaining in-
ferviews. The next day they

attended interviews from
10a.m. to 5p.m.

The cases were heard on 20 |

May and a judicial review
granted. The family can re-
main in Britain while their
cases go through the
appropriate legal processes.

After his victory, Grant

-told Workers Press: ‘The
Home Office don’t like the
world to know that the Court
has granted an injunction
against them because it puts
them in a bad light.

~ Injunction

‘We agreed to the injunc-
tion being lifted on the Home
Office giving undertakings

not to remove my clients

until the hearing of the case,

which is all I wanted in the

first place.

‘The effect is the same — it
just looks better for the
Home Office.

‘If the Home Office had
.given me what I asked for
initially, it would not have
been necessary to attend

- Court today, and that is why
the Court ordered the Home -
Office to pay the costs of

today’s hearing. |

‘Admittedly, it is all public
money but I did not see why
the Legal Aid Fund should
have to foot this particular
bill.” |

In open court the barrister
for the Home Office said that

sympathetic consideration

would be given to admitting
everyone temporarily, and
Grant said: ‘The Immigra-
tion Service has confirmed
that everybody would be re-

leased.’

"

AS PART of their pay
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Chancellor's house picketed

action Leicester CPSA and SCPS mem'bers

picketed the home of Nigel

Lawson, Tory Chancellor of the Exchequer and MP for Blaby, Leicestershire.

Chris Willars, CPSA vice-chair for the Leice

come to publicise their pay claim. | .
‘We have posted a letter. through his door detailing our position,’ he told Workers Press.

‘Many of our members are on family income suppleménts and others qualify for free milk and
vitamins. A number have had to take other jobs in the evening. The wages are so low we cannot
- make ends meet. | have a pregnant wife and child and | cannot afford to keep them.’

The dispute was not just about pay, he stressed. it also involved the fact that staff felt they
could not do their job properly because of staff cuts after severely deteriorating conditions
since the Tories came to power.

“Morale is low because there is less attention to traini'ng. and the high turnover of staff means

- they are less expe

claimants’ dissatisfaction. We are the front-tine troo

as a result of stress.

ster DHSS, workers explained that the strikers had

rienced. It means that queues build up and we are at the sharp end of
ps and sickness records have deteriorated

~‘This is why our main slogan is not for more pay, but for a better civil service. If the Torles get

in, there is no doubt that they will bring
the opposite to a better civil service.’

in all the recommendations of Fowler, which will mean

~ Hangers workers
- betrayed by bureaucrats

AFTER eight months on

strike the artificial-limb

makers at Hangers in
Roehampton, south-west
London, this week became
the latest victims in the re-
cent spate of betrayals by
union leaders.

The tried and trusted for-
mula: formal recognition
while failing to mobilise any
support. |

One of the strikers at Mon-
day’s mass meeting roundly

 Pink
Panther
shatched

BY NEIL DEMPSEY

charity

funds.

THE PINK PANTHER has been
stolen. The tractor built by
Caterpillar workers during their
occupation and donated to War
on Want, has been snatched
from George Square in Glasgow
by Caterpillar management. |

The tractor was to have been sent to
Nicaragua's Atlantic coast.
Caterpillar threatened to entangle the
In an expensive legal battle,
which although War on Want is con-
vinced would be winnable, it was not
prepared to tie up its much needed

Instead

Negotiations were going on to find a
compromise solution when on 9 May
the tractor was taken by a management
snatch squad.

Laurie Gardener, Scottish Organiser
for War on Want, said, ‘Caterpillar
themselves have no use for the Pink
Panther, they intend to scrap it. So this
symbolic demonstration of the skilis of
the workers at Uddingston, given with

generosity to the people of the Third
World to build health centres and
schools, is now consigned to the

scrapyard.
‘Not only

have Caterpillar cheated

the Scottish taxpayer and swindled the
workers at the Uddingston factory —
they have now stolen hope from the

......

poor and the hungry.’

condemned this method used
by the leaders of TASS and
FTAT (Furniture, Timber
and Allied Trades Union).

On the executive’s recom-
mendation, the meeting
voted to accept the com-
pany’s ‘latest offer’ — which
left them with a small cash
payment but no job. .

The workers felt strongly
that the union leaders were
more concerned with getting
union dues, even from scabs,
than with defending mem-
bers who were the backbone
of the trade union move-
ment.

After the vote to end the

dispute the strike committee
called for a vote endorsing a
report which blamed the
branches for lack of support
but said nothing of the role of
the union leaders during the
strike.

This was fiercely opposed
by one man who said the

leadership had isolated the
. dispute to the Roehampton

works and now wanted to
blame the branches for not

‘giving enough support.

WE ARE receiving more
‘material than ever for

Workers Press, but we
want to hear from even
more of our readers.

Please send letters, news
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~ PUBLIC LECTURES

A series of four lectures
by Cyril Smith

4. Theory and revolutionary practice (22 May)

Write for Workers Press!

‘We came out fighting for
basic trade union principles,
which our leadership has yet
to learn about,’ he said. ‘We
were railroaded by a union
leadership who now say that
support from the branches is
the bottom line. -

‘What I want to know is
what about the top line?’

Calling for a vote against
the report, and the drawing
up of a more objective one,
he said: ‘These people

‘should not be allowed to do

again what they have done at
Hangers.’

During the meeting Peter
Hain, the local Labour candi-
date, turned up in his Range
Rover and delivered a
speech on the historic nature

- of the strike. -

Soliciting help for his elec-
tion campaign, he said the
main thing now was to get
the Tories out. Significantly
he made no rash promises
that a future Labour govern-
ment would nationalise Han-
gers as part of the health
gell)'vice' and restore the 300
jobs. -

FRIDAY evenings
7.30p.m. sharp
- Duke of York, York Way
near Kings Cross Station, London WC1

ing class, of women and!
youth, of developments in
the Labour Party and Com

munist Party. . . |

We also need photographs|
— phone us on 01-733
3058 and discuss the best
way to get them to us.
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BY CLIFF SLAUGHTER

THE Workers Revolu-

tionary Party is not
standing candidates in
this general election.
Through our paper
‘Workers Press, and
through our members’
work within the work-
ing-class movement,
we shall be campaign-
ing for the programme
we are convinced is
necessary to defeat the
Tory government.

The key question for
the whole working class

is this: how to build a
truly socialist leadership,

a revolutionary party

which will replace the ex-
isting treacherous
Labour and trade union
leadership and lead the

working class to conquer

state power?

The past struggles to build
a revolutionary leadership
have been based on a
deepening Marxist under-
-standing of the necessity of
working-class revolution and
socialism. The experience of
those struggles is embodied
in the WRP.

When we have built up the
necessary strength, we shall
certainly contest futuré elec-
tions — even though we know
~that putting MPs in parlia-
ment cannot solve the prob-
lems facing the working
class.

In the present general
election a bogus organisa-
. tion falsely calling itself the

Workers Revolutionary Par-
ty, and publishing a paper
called News Line, has
announced that it will stand
ten candidates.

We warn the working class
against these people. They
are a bunch of renegades
whose leading spokesper-
sons were expelled from our

party in October 1985. These

were supporters of the for-

THE Law Lords’ decision
to sanction the sterilisa-
tion of 17 year-old
‘Jeanette’ set a danger-
ous precedent. |
Courts can now condemn a
young woman to sterilisation

on the ground that she will
always be unable to grasp

" the connection between con-

ception and pregnancy.
The 1implications are wide
when seen in the context of
the Tory government’s
‘Community Care’ policy.

Community Care is said to
e about helping institu-
tionalised elderly people and
mental patients return to a
normal life.

But it is a fraud, aimed at
dumping inmates into pri-
vate institutions, on the
streets, or on relatives un-
able to cope. Facilities can
- then be run down, hospitals
closed, and the freed prime
sites sold off cheaply to prop-
erty developers.

Two recent reports, from -

the Audit Commission and
the British Medical Associa-
tion, show that funding and
facilities are not being made
availlable to run the scheme
in any genuine sense.

The BMA says the ‘ideal of
a dignified life within their
own communities for those
with special needs demands
a radical change in the way
public funds are used’.

However, ‘the accelerat-
ing drift towards residential
institutional care financed
by social security henefits

4 3 F ¥ + O 8 2

mer leader of the WRP; Ger-
ry Healy, expelled for abuse
of party members.

In News Line of 12 May the
remnants of this group, hav-
ing parted from Healy and
the Redgraves, and still call-
ing themselves the WRP,
published their election

statement. It is a declaration

of bankruptcy by people who

“have learnt nothing and for-

gotten nothing.
According to them, ‘the

- Thatcher regime is seeking a

major intensification of
class conflict’.

On the contrary, British

..........
.......

ing, while the working class .
suffers ever-greater attacks
made necessary by the

crisis. |

- This theme runs right
through the News Line state-
ment. They have in fact no
policy for the election. For
them, it is either Thatcher’s
‘Bonapartist dictatorship’
becoming police-military
rule or a socialist revolution,
led of course by none other

‘than themselves.

That’s why we say they
have forgotten nothing. To-
wards the end of the 1984-
1985 miners’ strike, Healy

woch

AN

........
ren)

leaders’ craven betrayal

which isolated the miners
and compelled them to re-
turn. .

The resSult i1s a highly
dangerous ‘stalemate’ in the
struggle, in which the ruling
class retains the initiative to

call elections, prepare new

legislation, deal with dis-

. putes piecemeal, and so on,

while the question of work-
ing-class leadership remains
unresolved.

The election is of import-
ance above all in relation to
this question of leadership,
of what can be done to ex-

nder a stolen fla

that elections make no dif-
ference and that what is at
stake is revolution or
counter-revolution.

They have never, it seems,

heard of transitional de-

mands: 1.e. demands, aris-
ing out of today’s struggles,
which take the working class
along the road of the strug-
gle for power.

Demands of this kind in-

- clude: repeal of anti-union .

laws: abelition of YTS and

other slave-labour schemes;.

disbanding of SAS and MI5;
immediate withdrawal of
troops from the north of Ire-

...............
---------

Women’s committees: an important development in the miners’ strike. But when the working class steps forWard, the Healyites
aren't interested. Bogus ‘WRP’ leaders sneered at ‘soup kitchen soclalism’, told members to get out of Miners’ Support Groups.

capitalism relies crucially
on the role of the Labour and
- trade union leaders, assisted

by the Stalinists, in prevent-

ing the working class from

entering into ‘intensified’

- conflict — so that politics is

confined to parliamentary
and bureaucratic manoeuvr-

“BY BERNARD FRANKS

‘defeats the objective of care

in the community’.

Government pressure is

being applied to get inmates

out, irrespective of the clear

lack of support services in
the localities. D
S0 sterilised ‘mentally

handicapped’ women hospit-

al inmates could be expelled
without adequate facilities

_for their protection.

In the early years of this
century a campaign for ‘ra-
cial purity’ was being waged
by the Eugenicists.

There were plans for pre-
venting the ‘feeble-minded’
and other ‘degenerate’ types
from breeding by locking
tbem away or by sterilisa-
ion. |

In the 1920s and 1930s the
policy of taking ‘mental de-
fectives’ away from their
families and shutting them
up in institutions was vigor-
ously pursued. |

Hitler was writing that the
state ‘must proclaim unfit
for procreation all those who
are inflicted with some visi-
ble hereditary disease or are
carriers of it; and practical
measures must be adopted
to have such people rendered
sterile’. o
_ This policy was carried to
its logical conclusion with
the wholesale sterilisation
and subsequently exter-
mination of ‘subnormals’ in
Nazi Germany.

In Britain, official atti-

. tudes -.changed when it be-

declared that a return to
work was ‘unthinkable’” —
even though it was already
beginning — and would re-

'sult in fascism.

The fact is, of course, that
however much the forces of
the state were used against
the miners, it was the TUC

- came known that the racial

theories were rubbish, and
this change was reflected in
the 1959 Mental Health Act.

Suddenly it eould be re-
vealed what had been known
all along: that most mental
hospitals were Victorian in-
stitutions in which no one
should have to live or work.

Cases of appalling treat-
ment of patients and shock-

ing living conditions were
brought to light.

Many inmates were now

found not to have any medic-

al problem, real or sup-
posed, but to have been put
away as ‘moral defectives’.

These were mostly women

who had become: pregnant

.............

pose the Labour leaders and
advance the self-confidence

and political independence -

of the working class, first
and foremost by building the

~ revolutionary party.

News Line is interested in
the election, it seems, only to
‘prove’ its propaganda point

outside marriage when
young and had therefore
been locked away for life as
‘degenerates’. '

During the past 20 years
excellent and dedicated
work has been done by nurs-
ing and medical staff to open

up the institutions and reha--

bilitate inmates into com-
munity life.

Terminology has changed
too, defining the ‘mentally

.handicapped’ as.against the

‘mentally ill’.

But this term also tends

towards being a dehumanis-

- Ing classification: danger-

ously selective, and possibly
wrong.

Even so, a. far more en-
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land; breaking of all links
with South Africa; abolition
of the racist immigration
laws ; release of jailed min-

- ers and other class-war pris-

oners; public works under
workers’ control.

So long as the working
class stays under 'the

lightened attitude to mental
conditions and learning
problems has developed
generally in recent decades.

Local social workers,

'home help, meals-on-wheels,

community nurse and gener-
al practitioner services are
all facing the same debilitat-
Ing pressures as the special
hospitals and ‘schools.
Former inmates of institu-
tions fall victim to get-rich-
quick owners of private ‘re-
sidential homes’, who make
fortunes out of the DHSS on
the basis of multiple room
occupancy. |

Other released patients,
unable to cope in a world
tough even for those without
physical and behaviour diffi-
culties, fall back" on' aged
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domination of Labour and
Stalinist traitors, such de-
mands should be posed
directly to the Labour Party

during the election and to

any future Labour govern-
ment. :

At the same time we fight
for a workers’ government
which would stand at the
head of a mass movement of
workers’ committees, coun-
cils of action, support
groups, and so on, to ex-
propriate the capitalist class
and smash its whole state
machine. . |

On this basis we make the
call to vote Labour, but with
no confidence whatever in
the Labour leaders.

To defeat the Tory govern-
ment in an election can help
unify the working class for
1ts next step along the road
to power. But for that the
building of the alternative
revolutionary leadership is
indispensable.

Patient explanation of
these connections is needed,
day in and day out, and not
the apocalyptic pronounce-
ments of News Line, which
speaks of ‘either the victory
of the socialist revolution
. . . or the descent into
police-military dictatorship
and the inevitable [?] pros-
pect of a third, and nuclear,
world war’.

Everyone knows that, as a
characterisation of the pre-
sent epoch, this has been

true for generations. But this

will not suffice for policy in
an election, or in any other
context.

The News Line says ‘the
Thatcher regime has abro-
gated parliament and estab-
lished a Bonapartist dicta-
torship, ended class com-
promise and prosecuted a
violent class war’.

If you believe that, then of
course an election is of no
consequence. But for the
working class the defeat of

this government is a vital

question. - |

And 1t is no less vital for
the working class to deal
with its own traitors and
organise behind the revolu-
tionary Marxist party.

R n: ; T i .
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parents or end up' sleeping
rough or in prison.

The concern to sterilise

mentally incapacitated
young women 1s a policy for

saving the state the expense -
of protecting them from sex-

ual abuse and rape, or of
supporting the offspring of
those who make a successful
relationship. o

- Trade unions and profes-
sional organisations should
reject the naive acceptance

of ‘Community Care’ and the

associlated measures for
sterilising dependants which
are likely to be part of it.

No more specialist hospit-
als, homes or schools must

be closed and those remain-

ing should be improved and
updated. The ‘open door’
policy has operated both
ways and ensured that many
of these institutions are
already part of the com-
munity.

No inmates should be re-
moved without agreement
by medical and nursing
staff, relatives, and the occu-

pants themselves that satis-

factory alternative commun-
ity provision is available.

Most carers in home condi-

tions labour under enormous
difficulties as alleged back-

up provision proves erratic

or non-existent.

At the same time, those

working to rehabilitate in-
stitution inmates have been
grossly deceived by a Tory
government which has
assured them that fully com-
prehensive alternative ser-

" vices will be- available.

F IR I Y S |

IR BN S B
e 3 P L T U T

R e T




- i

T e T W ey i b ey O£ ARIC N

| BY PHIL PENN

~ WHEN Gauleiter

Tom King sent the
SAS death squad to
Loughgall his 1n-
tention was to
strike a blow
against the morale
of the IRA, and he
was not much
bothered how.

The Loughgall kill-
ing zone was set up
after a series of suc-
cessful IRA operations
against a large num-
ber of state targets.

One of these targets
was Judge Maurice Gib-
son, Infamous for his
persecution of the
nationalist community,
who met his end in a par-
ticularly well-planned op-
eration.

Gibson’s car was blown to
bits with him in it while he
was crossing the border on
return from his holiday.

This had in fact been a big
blow to the morale of the
state forces, who have tried
just about every kind of rep-
ression in the six counties to
very little avalil.

At Loughgall the SAS were

ordered to take no prisoners

and, after riddling the volun-
teers with bullets, they
finished each one off with a
bullet in the head.

Three of the volunteers
were sitting in a Toyota
Hiace van following a
mechanical digger which
crashed through the malin
gate of the RUC barracks.
Its front bucket, carrying a
200lb bomb, drove into a
wall.

"The bomb went off and

"demolished half the building.

The SAS, who had the place
surrounded ‘began a storm
of fire.

When they had finished,
the Toyota was like a sieve,
and the three volunteers still
inside were dead. |

Others were massacred as

they tried to escape from the

killing zone. No attempt was
made to capture the volun-
teers alive. ‘

As the SAS lay in wait for
them no thought was given to
the civilian population who
might stray into the zone.

As a result two civilians
were hit by the SAS, and one
of them dled
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The funeral of Jim L ynagh

The question is: did the
Gauleiter get his wish?

On my return to Britain
after attending the funerals I
read an article in the ‘Guar-
dian’ with the headline
‘Loughgall deaths undercut
IRA morale’.

The substance of the artl-
cle was how the author
hoped members of the IRA
would be feeling.

I think the feelings of the

IRA can be judged from the

response of the nationalist
community — from which,
after all, the IRA draws its
forces and support.

The people I spoke to and
the scenes 1 witnessed at
Volunteer Jim Lynagh’s
funeral in Monaghan last
week expressed many emo-
tions:

Grief, at the loss of so many

brave young men;

Anger,at the British forces
who occupy the six coun-
ties and the Gardai who
pursue the IRA in the
south;

Pride, that the nationalist
community has produced
such courageous and in-
transigent fighters.

But among all of those I
spoke to — and among the
5,000 who attended this
funeral — I saw no sign

END IMPERIALIST VIOLENCE
AGAINST WOMEN
National Demonstration

DURHAM

Saturday 13 June, 2p.m.
Coaches meet Student Union, Denelm
House, New Elvet ‘

~STOP STRIP SEARCHES: IN:
MAGHABERRY & DURHAM
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whatever of demoralisation.

On the contrary the Gar-
dai, who were supposed to be
preventing the IRA salute
taking place, received only
derision.

When Jim’s body was
brought across the border an
IRA unit fired a volley over
the coffin. -

The Gardai Special
Branch tried to prevent their
departure by blocking the
lane with a car.

The Gardai then lost con-
trol of the whole area for

over an hour as the Special

Branch men, car and all,

stream.
One Special Branch man

people with his Uzl sub-
machine gun Wthh he fired
into the air. ~

This was met with laughs
jeers, and a few stones. He
then found himself back in
the stream with his friends.

During a graveside speech |

Gerry Adams said that Jim,
who had an acute sense of
humour, would have enjoyed
the occasion.

On the morning of the

,funeral the Gardai again

stood helplessly by as an

- IRA unit led the 5,000 mour-

ners in a silent salute in the

LONG LARTIN -
HM Prison Long Lartin, South

Littleton, Evesham, Worcs,

- WR11 5TZ |
LIAM BAKER, 20-year sentence,
464984
JAMES BENNETT, 20-year sent-
ence, 464989.

EDDIE BUTLER, Life sentence,
338637. |

ROBERT CUNNINGHAM, 20-year
sentence, 131877.
GERRY CUNNINGHAM,
sentence, 132016.
JOHN McCOMB,
ence, B51715.
ANDY MULRYAN, 20-year sent-
ence, 461576.

20-year

PATRICK MULRYAN, 20- year

sentence, 461575.

NOEL GIBSON, Life sentence "

879225.

- PARKHURST
HM Prison Parkhurst, Newport,
Isle of Wight, PO30 5NX ~
PATRICK HACKETT,  20-year
sentence, 342603.
GERRY McDONNELL, Life sent-
ence, B75882.

PAUL NORNEY, Life sentence,

863532.

TOMMY QUIGLEY Lufe sentence
69204.

PETER SHEHRY Life sentence
875880

- WAKEFIELD
HM Prison Love Lane, Wake-

.......
- P

17-year sent-

........
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middle of the town. They
were then further humiliated
as a section of the mourners
linked arms to keep them
away from the cortege.

They looked a sorry sight
as they shuffled along, even-
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- 5,000 mourn the Loughgall volunteers
with grief, anger — and pride
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tually hiding their shame
among the gravestones.

Now there is a morale
problem! -

Jim Lynagh was falrl
typical of the men who dled
at Loughgall. His mem-

Republican supporters tip the Garda car into the river

REPUBLICAN PRISONERS OF WAR

field, W Yorks. WF2 9AG
HUGH DOHERTY, Life sentence,
338636.

NATALINO VELLA, 15-year sent-

~ence, B71644.

ALBANY
HM Prison Albany, Newport, Isle
of Wight, PO30 5RS
MARTIN BRADY, Life sentence,
119087.
HARRY DUGGAN, Llfe sentence
338638.
BILLY GRIMES, :
SEAN HAYES, 20-year sentence,
341418. |

WANDSWORTH

SEAN KINSELLA, Life sentence,
758661.

GARTREE
HM Prison Gartree, Leicester Rd,
MRa'I;ket Harborough, Leics, LE16
7
RONNIE McCARTNEY, Life sent-
ence, 463799,
STEPHEN NORDONE, Life sent-
ence 758663.
JOE O'CONNELL, Life sentence,
338635

ROY WALSH, Life sentence,

119083.

FRANKLAND
HM Prison Finchale Ave, Bras-
side, Durham
WILLIAM ARMSTRONG, Life sent-
ence, . 119085 . . ...

BRENDAN DOWD. Life sentence.

- 758662.

PAUL HOLMES, Life sentence,
119034.

CON McFADDEN, 20-year sent-
ence, 130662.

EDDIE O'NEILL, 20-year sent-

~ ence, 135722.

LEICESTER -
HM Prison Weiford Rd, Leices-
ter, LE2 7AJ |
:;ggL KAVANAGH Life sentence
BRIAN KEENAN, 21 -year sent-
ence, B26380. :
PATHICK McGEE, Life sentence __

- B75881.

WORMWOOD SCRUBS
HM Prison, PO Box 757, Du Cane
Road, London W12 0AE |
DONAL CRAIG, 4 years.

VINCE DONNELLY, Lute Sent-
ence, 274064. |

DURHAM
HM Prison Durham, Oid Eivert
Street, Durham.
MAFITINA ANDERSON, Life sent-
ence, D25134.
ELLA O'DWYER, Life sentence,
D25135. |

REMAND PRISONERS:
BRIXTON
HM Prison, Jebb Avenue, Brix- -
ton, London SW2 SXF.
MICHAEL J McKENNEY, L46486
(has now got 16 year sentence)

G. (DANNY). McCNAMEE; .L48616 « .

LIAM McCOTTER, LB83693
PATRICK McLAUGHLIN, LB83694

bershlp of the IRA was a
result of past repression of
the nationalist community.

A strong factor in the

‘membership of that particu-

lar active service unit was
the death on hunger strike of
Martin Hurson, who came
fror: the area. Many of the
members spent periods in
prison both in the north and
south. .

Jim was sentenced to ten
years in Long Kesh in the
north. He came out and went
<traight back into service.
. He was then sentenced to
five years in Portlaoise in
the south. When released
from Portlaoise he again re-
turned to active service.

His brother Colm is still

serving a ten-year sentence -

there today. His family were
a target for constant
persecution from the Gar-

-dai, which resulted in his

brother Michael taking his
own life 1n Mountjoy jail in
Dublin.

It was Gerry Adams who

best expressed the mour-

ners’ feelings. He received
thunderous applause when
he c~clared:

‘The British Government
understands Charles

Haughey and Brian Lene-
“han, as it understood Fitz-

gerald and his gang. It has
always understood their

‘class and bought them off.

‘But it does not understand
the plain people of Ireland, it
does not understand Ji im

Lynagh.

‘It will never defeat them.

Loughgall will become a
tombstone for British policy
in the north of Ireland.’

INNOCENT MEN AND

WOMEN FRAMED BY THE

BRITISH POLICE:
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- HM Prison Styal,

CAROLE RICHARDSON, 290719,
Wilmslow,
Cheshire

- PATRICK ARMSTRONG, HM Pris-

on Gartree.

PAUL HILL, 462778. HM Prison

Wormwood Scrubs. | ~
GERARD CONLON, 462779, HM

Prison Long Lartin.

JUDITH WARD, HM Pruson
Durham.

HUGH CALLAGHAN, 509499, HM
Prison Gartree.

JOHN WALKER, 509494, HM PI'IS-
on, Long Lartin.

BILLY POWER, 509498, HM Prls- |

on Wormwood Scrubs.

GERARD HUNTER, 509495, HM

- Prison Frankiand.

RICHARD MciLKENNY, 509497,
HM Prison Wormwood Scrubs.
PADDY HILL, 509496, HM Prison
Gartree. |

PATRICK McLOUGHLIN, HM Pris-
on Wormwood Scrubs.

They are all serving life and in the
case of Carole Richardson, indefi-
nite detention.

We thank An Cumann Cabhrach, British

section. for and th
. mﬂstwﬁtg updahng 18
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Uusa

- BigApple’srottencore |  Reagan’s terrorists
. | murder US engineer

expect to deal with.

‘The cases are going on,’
says Giuliani, ‘and they are

INFLUENCE sold, payrolls padded; more and
more worms are crawling out from the Big

~ wrist.
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Apple, New York city, as corruption investiga-

tions proceed.

“The practice of politics in New York is a pretty
sleazy business’, says Federal Prosecutor Rudolph
Giuliani, ‘and even when it doesn’t amount to viola-

tions of the law there don’t seem to be any ethical rules _‘

that prevail.’ S

- The city’s senior congress-
man, Mario Biaggi, has been

indicted. Bronx political

boss Stanley Friedman has

been sentenced to 12 years -

for selling contracts, and the
head of the city’s Bureau of
Franchises has resigned
over a $25,000 Cadillac
bought from a used car deal-
er who got it from a bus

company regulated by the

bureau.

For'mer Brooklyn party

leader Meade Esposito has

been charged with paying
for a Florida vacation for

Biaggi in return for help get- -
ting Federal contracts for an

ailing shipyard company.

Both men deny wrongdoing. -

Scandals began to come
out on 10 January 1986, when
police stopped a weaving car
and found Queensborough
president Donald Manes in-
side bleeding from a slashed

" Manes said he’d. been

B attacked, but later admitted

he’d inflicted the wound him-

- self. He wouldn’t say why.

~ MODERN technology can be

put to more than one use,.as
‘New. York’s finest’ have
found with video surveill-
ance, in a recent case.

Cops arresting Alberto
Flores, who’d been in a
scrap in East Harlem dis-
trict, threw him across the
bonnet of a car. One cop
belted Flores across the

back with his club, while

other cops gave him a good
going over with their fists.

Flores was booked on
- charges of assault and re-

sisting arrest, then taken to
hospital. The cops said he’d
violently resisted arrest,
punched police officers, and
SO on.

When neighbours who’d
witnessed the incident ac-
cused the police of brutality,

the precinct captain looked

-into it, and reported that his -
officers ‘were forced to use
unnecessary force against a -

violent, intoxicated subject’.
Unfortunately for the cops,

‘Giveusa
- prison!

RED fire engines, sirens wall-

ing, the Flora High School
band in black-and-white pris-
on-striped outfits, and the loc-
al chapter of the Veterans of
Foreign-Wars turned out in a
4,000-strong
through the southern illinois
town of Flora (population

5400

‘Is We is, Aor Is We Isn't

- Gonna Get Ourselves A Pris-

on?’ demanded the slogan on
hundreds of tee-shirts worn

- by local folk.

The march coincided with
the release of a video and a
single of the ‘Is We Is’ song,
performed by local officials
dubbed the ‘Barbed Wire
Choir’. -

‘Ballyhoo

Behind the ballyhoo, is the

belief that crime — or at least |

its punishment — can be

- made to pay. Flora is one of 30
. towns offering themselves as

gite for a new $41 million
medium security prison.

They’re hoping it could
boost business, bringing up
to 400 jobs and a $10 miilion
pay:;oll. Times are not too
good in southern lilinois.

procession

Tales began to come out of

“crime in the Parking Viola-

tions Bureau. A Manes pro-
tege was arrested on extor-
tion charges. A lawyer from
a collection agency said

Manes had demanded bribes

for a Bureau contract. -
On 13 March 1986, while on

the telephone to his psychiat-
- rist, Manes took a kitchen
- knife and stabbed himself in
the chest, fatally. Two weeks

later, he was named jn an

‘indictment, along with
-Friedman and two Bureau

officials, accused of running

the Bureau as a racket.
Since then, investigators

ranging through New York’s

‘boroughs have uncovered

one case after another, and
say 1ts not a single corrupt

- scheme but more a systema-
tic infection. |

Former ‘Miss America’
Bess Myerson resigned as

‘Cultural Affairs Commis-
sioner last month after
allegations of misconduct in

office. The investigators say

- she is far from the last or
most powerful of those they

"~ Police violence

taped

they hadn’t reckoned with
Rafael Escano.

. Seeing what was" happen-
ing beneath his fourth floor

- window, Rafael grabbed his
video camera and recorded

the whole incident, complete
with sound. -

. His film shows the cop us-
ing his nightstick, and re-
cords the voices of local pas-
sers-by calling to the cops to

- stop beating the man, and
cops shouting back to the

people to ‘mind your own
f. . . business’, etc.

When they heard about the |

tape, the police wanted

Escano to hand it over to

them. He refused, but
agreed to a copy being made

1n his presence,
We’d guess the New York

police department will be

having second thoughts ab-
out the advantages of video
surveillance on the streets.

Race
murder

ASIAN-AMERICANS have

been shocked and angered
by a Cincinnati court’s ac-
quittal of two whites who

. admitted beating a young
Chinese-American to death

In a racist attack.
- After starting a fight with

- racist abuse in a bar where

Vincent Chin was celebrat-
ing his forthcoming wed-
ding, Ronald Eber and

‘Michael Nitz followed him

down the road. Nitz grabbed
him in a bear hug, while
Eber battered his head with
a baseball bat.

The two were placed on

‘probation after pleading

guilty to manslaughter in
1983. Now both have been
acquitted. Although an ac-

the Chin family will try a
civil suit. -

‘Today marks one of the
darkest days in the history of

-Asian Americans’, Kim

Bridges of American
Citizens for Justice said af-

ter the acquittal.

fJustice has not been
served in this case. That was
a racially motivated murder
and nothing will change that

. | fact. We have only begun the
.} -fight for justice.” ' .- o

|

. quittal cannot be appealed,

growing rather than dimi-
nishing. It extends beyond a

few people, and it extends to |

a lot of institutions.’

Back in the last century,
under William Marcy ‘Boss’
Tweed, New York’s Demo-
crat headquarters Tam-

many Hall became an inter-

nationally-known byword for
political corruption. -

City University prOfessor

-Richard Wade argues the

shock is greater now, be-

cause in ‘Boss’ Tweed’s day 1 - o .
= - Besides his help to Nicar-

‘everybody.knew that every-
body else was on the take.’

‘That was the normal way
of doing things in the
nineteenth century. In the

twentieth century, we

thought we were through
with this kind of thing.’

Ex-Brooklyn leader Espo-

sito’s lawyer blames over-
zealous investigators and

prosecutors for his client’s

difficulties. Mayor Ed Koch
claims New York is no worse

than other cities, and that

the private sector is even
more corrupt.

‘Ethical conduct has fallen

in the country at large,’

Koch said. ‘There is a grea-
ter laxity because of the pur-
suit of money. It’s unaccept-
able and it’s deplorable, but

1t’s a sign of the times.’ True,
no doubt. But what a de- |
fence! -

 late
 pardon

MILITANT trade unionists
Morrie Preston and Joseph
Smith have finally been par-

doned by the State of Neva- |-

da. Members of the famous
Industrial Workers of the

World (IWW), they were |

framed 80 years ago on a
murder charge.

They were supposed to

~have killed the owner of a
- restaurant which the IWW
-was picketing. Witnesses

against them were one Gun-

- play Maxwell, a former

member of the Butch Cas-
sidy gang, and Diamondfield
Jack Davis. L

The Nevada Pardons
Board has accepted evi-
dence In a book ‘The Ignoble
Conspiracy’, that the witnes-
ses committed perjury. They
were on the payroll of Neva-
da politician George Wing-
field, who was in cahoots
with mineowners against the
workers. -

After the 1907 trial, Feder-
al troops were brought into
Nevada to smash the IWW
(or ‘Wobblies’ as they used to
be called).

Morrie Preston served

seven years of a 25 year
sentence, Joseph Smith did
- five years of a ten year sent-
ence. Both died in California.

| Colombians strike against|
squads

members and supporters were

~ death

OUTRAGE is turning to hard anger among Colombian
workers at a continuing campaign of murders carried out

by right-wing death squads

- AMERICAN engineer
‘Benjamin Linder was
shot in the head at point- -
blank range by US-

backed Contra terrorists murder’

in Nicaragua. |

He was already lying sev-
erely wounded in the arms
and legs when they Kkilled
him. The young American

‘may have been deliberately
targetted by the CIA-trained

Contras.

agua’s development, he had
put his name to a lawsuit

against the Reagan adminis- . |
- wounded in both arms and

tration’s backing for the
Contras. -

The engineer"s' fathér,

'David' Linder; blames the
Reagan administration.

‘This is murder. For each

- crime there is a criminal,
and in this case the criminal
-Is the United States govern-

ment, which has organised
the Contras, which has given
them $100 million just this

year.

‘a siream, .
- attacked, throwing grenades

‘It is the US government

that provides them arms and’
wrote the manual that

taught the Contras how to

Benjamin, 27, from Port-
land, Oregon, was working
as a volunteer in northern
Nicaragua, directing a hyd-
ro-electric project to bring
badly-needed electricity to

- poor villages in the area.

On 28 April, while he was
measuring the water flow of
the Contras

and killing two of his fellow
workers. Benjamin was

legs.

~ David .Linder, who is a
pathologist, told a Managua

press conference: ‘The ex-
amining physician and I
agree that Benjamin was

first immobilised by injuries

to his legs and. arms.

‘He was then killed by a
gunshot wound to the head.

The powder burns suggest

that he was shot at very

close range, possibly two=

feet or less away.

‘What I am telling 'you is
that they blew his brains out

~ at point-blank range as he
lay wounded.” o

Linder said later his son
might have been tortured
first. There were signs he
had been bound. Nicaraguan

~worker Pablo’ Rosales, also

wounded ‘by the grenade -

~attack, had been killed by

being stabbed in the chest.

More than a thousand peo-
ple attended Linder’s funer-

al in Matagalpa, - northern
- Nicaragua, on 30 April. Pres-
-ident Daniel Ortega walked

with the Linder family.
‘Mothers

A group of Nicaraguan
mothers who. had also lost
sons or daughters to Contra
attacks carried a placard
reading: ‘The US ?eople are
not .the people of Reagan.
They are the people of Ben-
jamin Linder.*

-~ News of the attack
- sparked demonstrations

across the USA against
Reagan’s policy of backing

- the Contras. In the Linders’

home town of Portland, over

- 1,500 people attended a rally

- the night after the murder.
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Ben Linder working on a hydroelectric p(oject in Nicaragua

“‘“The Contras that killed

Benjamin are just' merce-

naries,’ said brother John

i Linder. ‘The truly guilty are

in Washington, enjoying
themselves, eating a nice
meal or maybe playing golf,
while my brother lies dead at
the age of 27. They don’t say
it was murder. They simply
send more arms and bullets
to replace the ones that kil-
led my brother.’

Mother Elisebeth Linder
sald the US government had
murdered her son ‘for bring-

- . Ing electricity to a few, poor

people in northern Nicar-

- agua. He was murdered be-

cause he had a dream and

because he had the courage

to make that dream come

true.’

Mrs. Linder added bitter-
ly: ‘My tax dollars bought
the bullet that killed my son.’

Bit

EVERY year about 10,000
workers, mostly from
Jamaica, are brought in to
harvest the sugar cane in
southern Florida. They are
housed in barracks, and the

~work is hard. Every year

about 30 per cent of the work-
force get injured. |

That’s too much for Re-
publican Representative
Marian Lewis, from North
Palm Beach. Not that this

Latest victims included a 14-year old girl, Sandra
Rondon, shot dead on the steps of a church as she came
out of Sunday morning mass. The entire town of Barran-
cabermeja stopped work for two days on 6-7 May in

protest.

Around 300 people, mostly

ters of left-wing
have been Kkille

trade unionists and suppor-

arties such as the Union Patriotica (UP)
in the past two years, and the party

believes the killers are linked with military intelligence.

Local people in Barrancabermeja believe Sandra was
killed because she was witness to an earlier attack. On 22
April, Sandra was in an ice cream parlour with her
11-year-old brother, Luis, when she saw a young man
enter and .throw a grenade at a table where eight. UP.

ter sugar

capitalist politician is press-
ing for better working.condi-
tions and safety.

What worries her is the
cost for the state’s $563 mil-
lion sugar industry of paying
industrial injury compensa-
tion based on the workers’
$200 average weekly pay.

Lewis has introduced a bill
in the Florida State legisla-
ture proposing to cut injury

were seriously injured.

~ they

compensation for migrant
workers by basing it on an
average of Florida wages
and those they’d earn back

“home. It would mean a 25 per

cent cut for Jamaican -

- workers.

- ‘They work here for a few
weeks, but if they get hurt,
get compensated as if
they’ve been working here
for years,” says Lewis — a

- worthy representative for

the rich owners, who don’tdo

~a day’s honest work fro‘m | |

one year to the next.

watching television. Four

The day after Sandra Rondon was killed, two gunmen

shot dea

the UP mayor of the small town of San Jose del .

Guaviare, in eastern Colombia. Jose Migel Rojas, killed in
his home, had escaped unhurt an earlier assassmatlon'

attempt.

@® Trade Uniimists and members of London’s Latin Amer-

- ican community have been campaigning for an investiga-

tion into the murder of Everth Marin, found lying in a

ditch near the city of Cali last year. His body showed signs

of torture.

Before returning to visit rela

tives in Colombia, Everth

had been a T&GWU steward in London, organising
low-paid workers in the cleaning and catering trades,
many. of tlgem' 'Spanish'-speaking. o T



Queen’s
pawn in
I

play

THE RIGHT-WING Army
coup in Fiji appears to

have ended in the Queen’s

representative on the is-

lands effectively ' taking |

political control.

As workers demonstrated

and prepared general strike
action against the military

take-over, and soldiers used

rifle butts on protesting
MPs, Governor-General
Ratu Sir Penaia Ganilau
negotiated secretly with Col-
onel Rabuku’s junta.

The colonel had sent
troops into parliament on
May 14, arrested members
of the elected government,

and proclaimed that never

again. would the islands’
majority Indian population
be allowed to determine the
government.

Press censorship were im-
posed, and the army took
over strategic workplaces
such as the Shell oil refinery.
On Tuesday, a state radio
broadcast from the Gov-
ernor-General announced he
was taking control. Troops
were still on the streets of
- Suva, the capital, and fired
on demonstrators deman-
ding the release of political
leaders.

The coup was widely seen

as having international

ramifications. Fiji’s elected
Labour government was
committed to a nuclear-free
Pacific. It was noticed that
while Australia and New
Zealand condemned the
military’s action, the US
government stayed silent.

Classic British colonial di-
vide-and-rule policies ap-
plied to Fiji meant that an
Indian proletariat was im-
ported to work the plantation
economy while Fijian lead-
ers became landowners and

privileged officers iIn thel

state machine.

This was what Colonel
Rabuku was protecting and
reasserting, probably with
CIA backing for US strategic
reasons.

The judges and the British
monarch opposed the pros-
pect of out-and-out military
dictatorship on constitution-
al and legal grounds. It
would have been dangerous
to drop the parliamentary
facade in the face of mass
opposition from an aroused
populace.

- But despite denials from
Governor-General Ganilau
and former Prime Minister
Ratu Sir Kamisese Mara,
there have been reports that
both knew in advance of the
military plan, and ac-
quiesced 1n it.

Ganilau, a wealthy planta-
tion owner, has personal ties
to the opposition leader and
the army commanders, and
commands the loyalty of
coup leader Colonel Rabuka.
In the 1960s, Ganilau made
his political career as a

champion of native Fijian

privilege.

By appearing as the ‘hon-
est’ broker in a constitution-
al compromise, appearing to
order the Army back to bar-
racks and re-establishing
‘order’, the British Queen’s
official representative may
. 1n effect be able to restore
both a suitably tamed, or
right-wing, government, and
a respectably ‘constitution-
al’ facade. '

@® In a further move in the
Pacific power game, AU-
STRALIA’s Labour Prime
Minister Bob Hawke
Iz:pnounced on Tuesday that

is
ing diplomatic relations with
Libya, which he accuses. of
interfering in Pacific is-
lands’ affairs.

¢ e e T
444444444 D6 & 4 & & 4 & & A& @& s

overnment was break-.

. al ~

........ - - 3 - « - . A~ - L3 - - .

A SUNNY day in southern
France, and these children

seem happy enough in the

garden. But they were not to
see another summer.

The trucks arrived from
Lyons at 9am on 6 April, 1944.
The Nazis rushed into the
house at Izieu, and beat up
Red Cross nurse Sabina Zla-
tin. The children were thrown
in the back of the lorries.

‘This morning the Jewish
children’s home at Izieu was

|  BY JOHN CRAWFORD

TAKE A look at the busi-
ness section of any Amer-
ican newspaper, and
you're pretty certain to
find a story about yet
another ‘highly leveraged
transaction’. For example,
it might be about some-
thing called a ‘leveraged
buyout’. |

What that would meanisa

frenzied multibillion-dollar
pursuit of a company’s
assets. The hunters would be
armed with money raised by
selling ‘junk bonds’ — bits of
paper inscribed with a prom-
ise that they would be re-
deemed by liquidating the
assets of the company after
the takeover. Paper gunslin-
gers like this now terrorise
America’s very largest and
oldest firms, from US Steel
to Mobil O1l.

Perhaps: the news story

you read will be about the

‘futures market’. This is a
highly computerised gamb-
ling activity, where you bet
on the future direction of the
entire stock market, or on
the price of a commodity
which won’t be produced for
years.

Millions can be made in an

‘afternoon by playing a good
hunch, without -owning' a*.- '
single share. With a margin . . seemingly .unlimited, - pyra-- - -
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cleared out’, said the official

" report. -

‘in all we arrested 44 chil-

dren aged from three to 13

ears. . . The transport to
rancy will take place 7
April. . . .

It was signed ‘Barbie, SS

' Obersturmfuhrer’. | |

On 13 April, 1944, the chil-
dren were taken from Drancy
to Auschwitz. They were gas-
sed the same day. -

tin the de

deposit of $3,000, you can
control a contract worth
$100,000. Then, using a secur-
ity bought on margin as col-
lateral for another loan, debt
can be piled on debt. Money
seems to be liberated from
all constraint.

The uncontrolled jugger-
naut power of such opera-
tions brought on some of the
worst shakedowns the US
stock market has ever
known. One September
morning last year, a thun-

derbolt suddenly struck
from a clear blue sky, when

$100 billion vanished from

the equity value of corporate

America.

futures market. Today, Chi-
cago, the ‘futures’ capital of

the world, sets the pace for

Wall Street. Tokyo and Lon-
don humbly follow in their
wake. |

It is ironic to recall that
this device was .invented to
cushion the effect of price
fluctuation on the American

farmer. Today, the farmers’
owe their plight to the fu--

tures switchback.

What lies hidden in the
jungle of Wall Street’s exotic
financial innovations, each
with its fancy brand name,

and so. at the. heart of the

Reagan ‘boom’? It is.a vast,

Sentenced to death in

~absentia br a French court,
e

Klaus Barbie was able to car
on his trade unhindered,

thanks to the protection of the

US military intelligence, for
whom he worked after the war
as a police spy reporting on

German trade unionists and

communists. Later, British
counterparts helped him on
his way to South America.

In Bolivia Klaus Barbie,

alias Aitman, was a respected

mid of IOUs. And it is found-
ed on absolutely nothing. In
1985, the total outstanding
debt in the US was twice as
large as total US production.

. Recently, the usually cau-
tious chairman of the Feder-
al Reserve Board, Paul Volc-
ker, issued a note of alarm.
The ‘disturbing rate’ at
which the US economy is
accumulating debt, he
warned, has no historical

precedent, ‘except in highly

disturbed economic cir-
cumstances — depression,
war or major inflation’.

It is Washington itself
which leads this dance. The

| all-ti ~ ;L
Only a week before, Wall. all-time high budget deficit

Street had hit an all-time
high, powered by the volatile

now exceeds $200 billion, and
the trade deficit regularly

tops $120 billion. The con-
sumer boom is also a debt
boom. According to the Fed,

. household debt rose at the

end of 1985 to 84 percent of

‘income after tax, while

‘plastic credit’ — instalment

~ debt — has risen 73 percent:
since 1982. o

~ Furious borrowing, lend-
Ing and restructuring over
the past few years has now
placed a debt burden of ab-

~out $1.5 trillion on the backs
of US non-financial corpora-

tions. According to Felix

Rohatyn .of Lazard  Freres, -
the .investmend. ‘banking -~

---------------
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member of the local business
community.

Again, his Gestapo skills
were put to work, organising
fascist death squads for the
right-wing military rulers.

Now, Barbie has flnally

been brought to trial in Lyons

for crimes against humanity.
Much of the credit for tracking
him down belongs to unoffi-
cial ‘Nazi-hunters’ who perse-
vered when governments

tjun

net worth by about 12 per-
cent. -

The cost of servicing
corporate debt now makes

up 50 percent of total cash

flow. Some c¢ompanies now
carry debt-to-assets ratios
as high as 80 percent. Take
the supermarket chain Safe-
way Stores. Their balance
sheet is weighed down with
$5.6 billion in long term debt,
as against only $130 million
In equity.

- 'The names of executive
sultes and at factory gates

are changing faster than you

can phone Carl Icahn‘, said
Business Week. (Icahn is a
leading financial evangel-

ist.) American corporations -

no longer compete on the

basis of quality and price of

products, but on the price
commanded by their shares
on the financial market.

They sell like any other
commodity — apples or cars
or hats. Auction and hostile
takeover today allocate
America’s physical and hu-
man resources. Instead of
worrying about returns on
investment, managers are

- obsessed with quarterly pro-

fits, which will push share
prices up or down.

The most dangerous tfling

for a firm to have is long-

term investment. To raiders

- this - smells ' like ‘under-
valued assets’, and_they

were ‘either uninterested or
actively shielding the Nazi
butcher.

In 1983, the US Ryan com-

- mission established that Bar-
bie had been employed by US

intelligence after the war.

But the British Foreign
Office continues to hide

something. Tory minister

Baronness Young has re-
fused to release documents
pertaining to Barbie. .

_ e

would be unable to resist the
temptation of quick profits
from selling them. The only
way to repel these pests is to
make your balance sheet
smell as bad as possible.

It is a good idea to orga-
nise a ‘management buyout’

~— buy your own shares, get
into debt, and sell off your
- profitable assets as fast as

you can. .

In 1986, some 400 of Amer-
1ca’s largest companies

spent nearly $200 billion —

not in buying plant or
machinery, or on research,
but in asset-shuffling. A re-

‘cord $3 billion in junk bonds
defaulted last year. But even

blue-chip companies, like
Prudential of America
joined the still-growi-ng

- scramble for junk. |
Debt is habit-forming.

Like other forms of addic-

tion, the dose has to .con-

tinually increase. It might

‘make some people feel good -
for a short time, but it is
inherently unstable. And it
drives you mad.

~ The steadily intensi?ing
insanity resulting from debt-
addiction is symptomatic of
every aspect of American
life today. 1t is the price paid
by the centre of world capi-
talism for its prolonged ac-
tive life. .

”

*The ‘queistion’ is: for how .
long?
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on th e c a II t or th e IN 1937 Trotsky was asked by the Dewey Commission,

charges brought against him in the Moscow Trials, to
associates who had participated in the 1932 Copenhagen

Who was Hippe? More to the point, who is he? For O
and Workers Press recently went to visit him. Oskar Hi
modest flat in West Berlin. Only last month he celebr

In 1979, Hippe published a book, ‘And OQur Banner is R
Workers’ Movement’, a vivid and unforgettable account
Hippe was imprisoned by both the Nazis and the Stalin
years; the Stalinists jailed him for 25!

names Trotsky provided, including those of Pierre Fra
Rosenthal was that of ‘Hippe, a German worker’.

é QUR flrst responsrbrhty 1S to work for an 1nterna-

tional revolutionary party. A way has to be found to

bring about the unity of all the forces that are
genumely willing to work for it, not just talk about |

it. That is the decisive dlfference
- Small groups are looking after their internal

circles and not following scientific Marxism, which

.1s the only method for changing the world.

Small groups don’t bother the Stalinist
bureaucracy or the CIA because they don’t change
anything. They let them talk, because talk in itself
doesn’t endanger the ex13t1ng social order.

There are about ten groups in Germany, all small
sects: mainly movements led by intellectuals who
want to keep the party pure. They have lost sight of

; | the essence, which is to find unity In a new
revolutlonary socialist party, the pre-condition for
: all political work.

Political differences have to be fought out -in
factions, but a united cadre has to emerge so that

the workers in struggle can hear anew: ‘Thereisno
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........

S e

.......

RN .

Mass demonstrat:on m front of the Re:chstaﬁ;';January 1920. Army and pohce f:red mto the crowd k:mng 42‘and woundmg 105

solutlon under the present trade umon and socxal-
democratic leadership.’

The British miners waged a flght for 12 months
and, to their great disappointment, were left iso-
lated by the trade union and labour leaders. So were
the prmters and other sections of the British
working class in struggle.

Kinnock’s policies are essentlally the same as
Thatcher’s. Workers know at some level that only
socialism will create bread and work. If they could
become conscious of that, capitalism would be
removed.

We have to take up the struggle against Stahmsm
in the workers’ movement. We are not against
violence. A strike is also violence against the
domination of capitalism.

It’s our duty to wage the struggle W1th all the

means at our disposal. A -new revolutionary lead-
ership on an international level is what is needed,
otherwise there will be no change. Our fundamental

guide to the building of a world revolutionary party

1S Trotskylsm the Marx1sm of our time. ,
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AS WE talk, the memories
come flooding back as if it had
only happened yesterday.
Oskar Hippe is as sharp today
as he must have been when
confronting the questions for
the first time. |
Gertrud, his life-long comrade,
sits on the arm of his chair while he

is speaking. She is bert forward —
permanently crippled from the tor-

ture she received at the hands of

the Nazis.

‘I was born in 1900, Oskar tells
us, ‘the youngest in a family of 12
children. Most of the time we were
hungry. -

‘My father supported the monar-
chy. He saw in my mother only an
object of his desires. He never
gave her any money.

‘One of my brothers was 18 years
older than me and he became an
active leader in the Social Demo-
cratic Party, which was still re-

volutionary socialist at the time.

There were many turbulent discus-
sions in the family. I always had to
go to bed when it became most
interesting.

‘The protection my brother gave

Africa to my mother when my father
America attacked her attracted me to the
& India (air) arguments of social democracy.
- £272 ‘Whenever my father caught me
£12 56 reading socialist literature he took
£1 6.88 it away amd threatened to burn it.’

Hippe became apprenticed to a

*For bulk orders in UK, contact WRP at above address or phone 01-274 7271.
8 For subscriptions, multiply cost of single issue.
i Cheques/postal orders payable to WRP/Communist League as appropriate.

local carpenter. In July 1914, he

went to a massive anti-war demon-
stration: a crowd of 150,000, 1n
Leipzig.

It left a great 1mpressmn on him.

" OSKAR and GERTRUD HIPPE

..........
R )

INTERVIEW BY
TRUDI JACKSON

The following day the newspapers
reported similar demonstrations in
all the blg cities and industrial
areas.

But seven days later the same
leaders who called the masses to
demonstrate against war were de-
claring: ‘In its hour of danger we
do not abandon the Fatherland.’

For Hippe this was the greatest
disappointment he had ever ex-
perienced.

In 1916 he got a job In a Berlin
weapons factory, as a pistol-
maker. He joined the metalwor-
kers’ union and became active 1n
its youth section. -

‘The factory toilets served as
meeting-places.’

Hippe heard Karl Liebknecht

speak at an illegal antil-war rally
10,000 people. On May Day of th
year Liebknecht was arrested.

He used his trial to speak o
against the betrayals of the socli
democrats and trade union lea
ers. Liebknecht finished- with
words: ‘Down with the gove
ment! Down with the war!’

Hippe never forgot this.

‘It became clear to me that o
by changing sociliety fro
bourgeois capitalist to social
could we put an end to all forms
exploitation and class antagon:
This could only be achievet
revolutionary means. It was
sary to build a revolutio
party.’

On 2 August 1914, social
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the body set up to examine the
ame his comrades and political
onference. Among the long list of
, Raymond Molinier and Gerard

ar Hippe is still very much alive,
e and his wife Gertrud live in a |
ted his 87th birthday.

d — Memories of 60 Years in the
struggle for socialist principles.
ts. The Nazis jailed him for two

..........

cracy had ceased to represent the
interests of the working class.

Hippe joined’the illegal Sparta-
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~kusbund but continued with his

trade union work.

In 1917/1918 details of national
and International developments
appeared in the Spartakus newslet-
ters. |

Both Karl Liebknecht and Rosa
Luxemburg were In prison but,
with the help of their visitors and
sympathetic guards, were able to
exchange materials.

‘The repercussions of the Octo-
ber Revolution were to be felt in
the whole working class. It was
discussed everywhere.’

In the autumn of 1918 Hippe was

forced to join the army. Along with

rotskyist,

30,000 others from Berlin alone, he
deserted. Thousands did the same
elsewhere in Germany.

Luxemburg and Liebknecht
were murdered. Hippe and  his
comrades began to build a Com-

munist Youth League amongst the

workers. They recruited many
strong groups, some of more than
100 members. |

‘We had lectures on the fun-
damentals of scientific socialism.
A favourite theme was the Russian
revolutions of 1905 and 1917. All

-members could participate in the

discussion.’

In 1920 there were battles every
day between workers and putsch-
ists. The social-democratic gov-
ernment had failed to remove the
former monarchy’s bureaucrats
and judges. It was their intention
t(l) use them against the working
class. : | ‘

Workers’ councils demanded
that workers should take the deci-
sions about wages and conditions

and the soclalisation of. key indus-

tries.

This was promised by the social
democrats in return for an end to
strikes. The promise, however,
was not kept and more than 100,000
workers demonstrated against the
government.

The army and police fired into

the crowd, killing 42 and injuring

| .hundreds.

It was only after the government
was toppled by the putchists that
the social democrats called for a
general strike. Millions of workers
came out, determined to finish off
the putchists.

‘Anyone who says that that
wasn’t a revolutionary situation is
wrong.

‘We discussed thoroughly why
this had ended unvictorious. We
thought Luxemburg and Liebk-
necht hadn’t drawn. early enough a
clear distinction with social demo-
cracy as had been done by the left
wing of the Russian Social Demo-
cratic Workers Party in 1903.

‘It would not have prevented the
war but the outcome of the Novem-
ber revolution would have been
different.’

Hippe was imprisoned but
escaped. The discussion continued.

Splits occurred on whether to
form an independent trade union,
as the Communist Workers Party

- did, or to work within the existing

organisations.

A United Communist Party was
formed with 500,000 members. La-
ter this figure fell to about 375,000

but it still accounted for more: |

votes than all the other parties put
together.

There were continuous strikes
and battles.

‘Our main field of work was in
the trade unions.’ ~

By 1_923 the government and
capitalists, even with the help of

the social democrats, had not man-

aged to smash the revolutionary

- movement.

On the contrary, the influence of

‘the Communist Party had grown.

Inflation was at its peak. The bos-
ses would not increase wages fast
enough and there were strikes
everywhere.

.. ‘'We did not need much to con-
vince them in the factories that a
fight was the only way out. It was a
decisive year for the German
working class and posed “more
clearly than ever before the ques-
tion of power.’

Capitalism had been shaken to
its foundations by war and crisis.
The working class was able to go
through many experiences and
struggles. Inflation rose so rapidly
it didn’t make sense to go to work
any more. Political activity went
on around the clock.

There were many provocations

by the state as well as right-wing

organisations.

The July 1923 issue of the Com-
munist Party’s paper ‘Die Rote
Fahne’ (‘The Red Flag’) called on
the proletariat to unite under the
red banner, and to oppose the fas-
cist white terror by the red terror
to bring about the liberation of the
working class.

‘In the decisive August days
Heinrich Brandler of the KPD

(German Communist Party) went.

to Moscow. Nobody found out what
was decided there.

‘When he came back on 8 QOcto-
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ber, workers wanted more than
wages strikes and were prepared
to fight it out to the bitter end.

‘There was a conference to talk
about the situation. The KPD anti-
cipated the demand for a general
strike. Everybody knew such a
decision would mean an insurrec-

tion.

‘The demand never came,
however. It was called off. KPD

couriers were sent out to cancel the

original call. They managed to get
everywhere in time with the excep-

tion of the one sent to Hamburg.

‘Here several hundred workers
fought alone for three days against
the police.’

For the members of the KPD and
the sympathising workers this
breaking-up of the preparations for
a general strike was a huge blow.

‘Afterwards we found that a let-

ter from Stalin in the late summer

of 1923 had warned: ‘“To call a
general strike in Germany would
have led to insurrection. Until the
revolutionary situation was over
the German comrades had to be

held back.” |

‘We knew that Brandler had
bowed down before Stalin’s wishes.
He lost all credit in the Party.’

- On 23 November the KPD was
made illegal. -

‘We continued almost as if no-
thing had happened!’ |

Hippe was blacklisted by the 'bos-
ses and was unable to find work
anywhere except for brief periods.

In 1924 there was a lot of unrest
and opposition in the Party against

the Brandler-Thalheimer Central

Committee.

A secret Party congress conde-
mned the leadership’s policies and
Brancler and Thalheimer were re-
placed by Ruth Fischer, Arkadi
Maslow and Ernst Thaelmann.

Such was the workers’ confi-
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dence in the Communist Party’s
revolutionary policy that it gained
3,700,000 votes in May 1924.

One of its demands was for the
arming of the working class. This
was given first priority. |

‘We reorganised the Party, built

factory groups, and had regular

weekly meetings.

‘I built up a newspaper pitch for
‘Die Rote Fahne’ at the railway
station. The first time I sold three
copies. A couple of months later it
went beyond a hundred.

‘Gertrud took over from me
when I had to move. She was an

~active trade unionist and was sym-

pathetic to the KPD.

‘She came to Party meetings
when invited. If we had to discuss
an important problem, I always
moved that she should be excluded
although she was my companion
and colleague. When the other
comrades opposed this, I said:
“Either she goes or I go.”

“This did no harm to our rela-

tionship. Quite the opposite: some

months later Gertrud applied to
join the Party.’

On 12 October 1926 Oskar and
Gertrud got married. She told her
boss, and was sacked within a few
days because of ‘lack of work’.

‘The Party put a lot of emphasis
on education, and the books com-
rades showed most interest in were
Lenin’s ‘‘State and Revolution”

‘and “Left-wing Communism, an

- International

Infantile Disorder’’.’

After the defeat of 1923 the Sta-
limist faction and the Group of
Communists were
formed.

~ ‘Our discussions were on a very
high level. I was political leader of
the opposition against Stalin’s poli-
cies. These inner contradictions
made the Party very weak.

In 1925 the Fischer/Maslow Cen-
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tral Committee was elected by an
overwhelming majority. But it
couldn’t defend this majority
against the manipulations of the
Stalinist faction, which had mas-
sive support from Moscow. That
was how they seized control of the
Central Committee.

At the Party Congress Ruth Fis-
cher and Ernst Thaelmann spoke
increasingly about the Bolshevisa-
tion of the Communist Party but in

reality it was that Congress which

marked the turn to Stalinism.

There was a group out of which
the Group of International Com-
munists arose, the Trotskyist fac-
tion. There was also an ultra-left
group who were not prepared to
submit to the majority on the ques-

~ tion of the united front tactic and

trade union work. | -
There was also a small Trots-

kyist faction in Berlin, which the

party leaders called a deviation to

the right.

'TO BE CONTINUED

The various groups which
appeared at the party congress
were all different from one
another. | .

"We Marxist internationalists
knew already — and history has
since proved us right — who the

disorganisers were who did not

mobilise the strength of the Ger-
nrllan and international working
class.

- ‘We were united, as Leninists, on
the trade union question. Every-
body was convinced that our readi-
ness to work in the trade unions
had to be the same as our readi-
ness to take up arms.’

But the very same people, only a
few years later, submitted to the
Stalinist position of separate com-
munist trade unions. The CC
answered with expulsions those
members who demanded freedom
of discussion.
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THE Workers Révolutio‘n‘ary -Party waé Aalmost deStroyed by
the anti-communist methods of G.Healy and the small clique
who were expelled with him in October 1985.

Over a period of many years, these methods cut off the
WRP members from the living struggle for Marxist theory and
from the living struggles of the working class internationally
and in Britain. |

Outside of these struggles, theory, politics, programme
and principles cannot develop, and they must degenerate.

- That is what happened. B

-On a number of vital political questions the WRP under
Healy’s more and more one-man leadership, took up
positions which were wrong and which intrinsically were the
opposite of what Marxists, Trotskyists, should have been
doing. These actions in some cases helped the class enemy.

An outstanding case was policy towards the struggle for
the national independence of Ireland, which is a struggle to
end British rule in the north of Ireland and abolish the border..

The responsibility of Marxists is to support that national
struggle through work in the British working class movement.
Especially in the 1970s and 1980s the WRP’s organ, News
Line, took-the line of denouncing the IRA for bombings and
other actions. There is little doubt that Healy's principal

motive in taking this line was to protect his own apparatus

from the British state machine.

This fitted in with the false conception which dominated the
national and international work of the WRP: that the building
of the Party in Britain took precedence, that the taking of
power could come first in Britain and then the International
could be built in other countries.

Whatever was said to the contrary by the international
Committee representatives (like the present writér) in Con-
gresses of other sections of the IC or in resolutions and
discussions, was of little account and indeed served to cover
up the real path taken by the WRP.

Only the expulsion of Healy and his clique could open the

way to a renewal of truly international work.

The article here reprinted appeared in Workers Press in
1969. It has incorrect things in it. It must be read against the

background of the movement in Ireland at the time. It could
be contrasted with other articles and reports which took
wrong positions, but it is reprinted to correct that point of
view, in recent discussions, which writes off the whole work
of the Workers Revolutionary Party (and its predecessor, the
Socialist Labour League) on lIreland as always having

-amounted to a pro-imperialist stance.

That is untrue.

In some articles in Newsletter (the SLL’s paper) and Keep
Left (the Young Socialists’ paper) in 1968-69 appears the
demand (among others) for ‘A workers’ and farmers’ govern-
ment in N.Ireland, breaking from constitution, posing unity of
action immediately with the workers of the South and Britain.

In the present situation such a fight would have the
support of workers throughout Britain, who would make

impossible intervention by the hated Wilson.’ (Newsletter 14

Decemember and 26 April 1969)
There is no doubt that to pose a ‘workers’ and farmers’

government’ in the north of ireland in this way is not correct. It

is necessary to put right at the front the rejection and abolition

of the border imposed by partition which perpetuates

imperialist rule in the North and strengthens imperialism’s
ally, the Irish national bourgeoisie centred in Dublin, against
the workers of Ireland. | | ~

But it is not true to say that this was a capitulation to

imperialism by the Socialist Labour League. For example the

same Political Committee statement of 26 April is entitled -

‘Withdraw troops from Ulster at once! and it says:
‘Every working class organisation throughout the length

~ and breadth of Britain must act now to force the immediate

withdrawal of all troops and all support for O’Neill's govern-
ment.’

Again o |
‘What the Ulster workers face today, the British workers

face tomorrow. We must organise immediate support and .

above all demand withdrawal of all troops.

‘All transport of troops and military supplies to the Ulster
government from ports and airports must be blacked by the

- workers and unions concerned.’

point:
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Reprinted from

BY CLIFF SLAUGHTER

IN THE first part
of this article, the

present situation in

northern Ireland

was traced to the

Unionist (Tory)
conspiracy, begin-
ning in 1912, to pre-
vent national inde-

pendence by
armed force and
terrorism.

Sir Edward Carson
and the northern Ire-
land capitalists, sup-
ported by the Tories,
succeeded in preserv-
ing their own interests
by partitioning the six
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‘Ulster’ counties from

the South and North-

West. |
Now, in 1969, the ‘old’

questions have come up

in violent forms. History
cannot be cheated. In the

20th century, the age of

imperialism, - only the
working class and the

socialist revolution can

solve the problems of

national independence,

democratic demands and
the land in baekward
countries.

In northern Ireland. only a
working class. socialist
programme. with the work-
Ing class organised for inde-
pendent action behind a
Marxist party, can finish the
historic task of ending the
rule of the Unionists, capital-
1st representatives of im-
perialism. Reformists and
middle-class tendencies can-

" not do it.

In the Republic, the South,
an aborted form of national
independence, with various
constitutional modifications

“since 1920, was established.

Since then the Irish native
bourgeoisie has ruled the
country in defence of its own
and foreign capital. The
working class of the Irish
Republic, leading the small
farmers, is breaking from
the capitalist parties and

moving into action in its own

interests. . |

Prime Minister Lynch and
the government party make
a few speeches about the
North and the need for unity
of the nation ‘in the long
run’!

But this trick, of seeming
to represent Irish independ-
ence as a way of keeping the
people’s allegiance, will not
work any longer.

The more the struggle
against the government in
the South grows alongside
the violent clashes in the
North, the more the working
class sees that its traditional
‘nationalist’ representatives
use their nationalism only as
a cloak for their class in-
terests.

It is in the interests of the
workers of northern and
southern Ireland to unite
against their own bosses,
Unionist and ‘nationalist’,
and against British imperial-
ism which they defend: that

SR NPT R S G S G Y

means to aim at a united
workers’ and small farmers’
republic, a Socialist United
Ireland.

For the capitalists, Ndrth

“and South, this is the_ great

threat.
They want the present con-

-nection with Britain, be-

cause they have no real eco-

- nomie independence from
-British capital and no

strength of their own to keep
down the working class.

This is what has just been

- proved in the North. The Un-
- 1onists’ police and ‘Special’

forces in the North, even
when backed by the
thousands of armed Orange
‘irregulars’ could not keep
‘law and order’, and 7,000
British troops have been cal-
led In. |

The British Labour gov-
ernment used its troops to

‘defend capitalist property

and to defend the Conserva-
tive caretakers of British im-
perialism in Ulster.

These Unionists are part of |

the ruling class and the Tory
establishment in Britain.

By supporting them the
Labour government was pro-
viding strength to the British
ruling class for its economic
and political battles with the
working class.

All those who do not
oppose the sending of troops
are collaborating in this im-

perialist war of intervention.

R N N N N T

Also, it was surely correct to say, in the same statement:

‘The real threat to the Unionist government is, of course,
not the sporadic bomb attacks, which they want to use as a

pretext for armed interventions but the mighty upsurge of the

workers’ moverrlent.’ N |
When ‘Keep Left’ carried the same demand, it included in

- the same article (February 1969) the call for the building of a

revolutionary leadership, adding: |
‘Only such a leadership can cut right across the confusion

of the religious bigots and unite the working class behind a

programme for a socialist Ireland.”

Another Keep Left article (July/August 1969) included the
‘workers and farmers’ government’ slogan. The article ended
with the demands:

~ ‘Unity of the working class North and South in a revolution-
ary movement to smash British imperialism and Irish capi-
talism,

‘Forward to a United Socialist Republic of Ireland within the
United Socialist States of Europe.’ |
- Capitulation to British imperialism? No. In these state-
ments and articles, as in the one reproduced below, there are
wrong formulations, confusions which no doubt helped to
prepare for later profound errors, but not service to im-
penalism. | o -
‘In a later issue we should reprint the statement of the
international Committee of December 1971 entitled ‘With-

draw Troops! No Compromise! Build the Revolutionary

Marxist Party!

This statement concentrated on the building of a Trotskyist

party, and attacks the revisionists who set.about liquidating

Into the civil rights and Republican movement. It says at one

‘Only the working class united behind revolutionary Marxist
leadership will abolish the border in Ireland, establish a

united Irish Republic, and settle the problem of the democra-

tic rights of religious minorities.
Right or wrong? | -
| | Cliff Slaughter

POBLACHT NA H EIREANN.
* TEE PROVISIONAL GOVERNMENT
IRISH REPUBLIC |
70 TEE PEOPLE OF IRELANY

IRISHNEN AND IRISHWOMEN : in the name of God and of the dead generstions
from which she recsives her ojd tradition of natiomhoed, Ireland. through us, summons
her children to her flag and strikes for her freedom,

:Having erganised and trained her manhood h her secret revolutionary
organisation, the Irish Republican Brotherhood, and through her open military
- organisations, the Irish Volunteers and the Irish Citizen Army, having patiently
perfected her discipline, having resolutely waited for the right moment to reveal
Hself, she now seizes that moment. and, supported by ber exiled children in America
- and by gallant allies in Europe, but relying in the first oo her own sirength, she |
- strikes in full confidence of victory. - | S
We declare the right of the people of Ireland to the ownership of Ireland. and to
the unfettered control of Irish destinies, to be sovereign and indeleasible.  Th: long
wurpation of that right by u foreign people and government nas noi exiinguished the
right, nor can u ever be extinguished vxcept by the destruction of the Irish people. In
cvery generation the Irish people have asserted their right to national freedom and
sovereignty . six times during the past three hundred ycars they have asscrted it in
arms. Standing on that fundamenta! right and again asserting it in arms in the face
of the world, we hcrcby proclaim the Irish Republic as a Sovercign Indegendent State,
and we pledge our lives and the livis of our comrades-in-arms to the cause of its freedom,
of its welfare, and of its exaltation among the nations. |
The Irish Republic is entitled to, and hereby claims. the allegiance of every
Irishman and Irishwoman. The Republic guarantees religious and civil liberty, equal
rights and equal epportunities to all its citizens, and declares its resolve to pursue
the happiness and prosperity of the whole nation and of all its parts. cherishing ali
the cbiidren of the nation equally, and oblivious of the differences carefully fostered
by an alien government, which have divided a minority from the majority in the past. -
Until our arms have brought the opportune moment for the establishment of a
permanent Nalional Government. representative of the whole peopie of Ireland and
¢lected by the suffrages of all her men and women, the Provisional Government, hereby
constituted, will administer the civil and military affsirs of the Republie in trust for
the people. _ C .
We place the cause of the Irish Republic under the protection of the Most High God,
Whose blessing we invoke upon our arms, hnd we pray that po one who serves that
cause will dishodour it by cowardice, inhumanity, or rapise. I this supreme hour
the Irish nation must, by its valour and discipline and by the readiness of its children
to sacrifice thamselves for the common geod, prove itself worthyof the august destiny
to which it is called. ~ _ . |
. Nigned en Behalf of the Previsienal tierermment,
) THOMAS J. CLARKE,
SEAN Mac DIARNADA,
P, B. PEARSE,
~ JAMES CORNOLLY.

THONAS MacDONAGH,
- . EABONN CEANNT,
JOSEPH PLUNKETT.
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This raises the other side
of the story which is neces-
sary for working out a prog-
ramme and strategy for the
Irish working class: the con-
nection between the struggle
in Ireland and the class
struggle in Britain. We shall
return to this point.

In the first of these articles
we showed how the crisis
prospects facing the Protes-
tant majority of Belfast
- workers (in shipbuilding and

-engineering) were like a

time-bomb underneath the.

present situation, in which
the Catholic workers have
been the first to move.

In the South, the situation

iIs coming to a head with
inexorable force. This year,
despite frantic government
appeals for wage-restraint,

despite threats of legislation .

with the Criminal Justice

Bill which could jail strikers, -
the maintenance electri-

cilans of the Electricty Supp-
ly Board fought a bitter
struggle through to the end

~and won an increase of 25 per

cent!

. Within a few weeks, fol-
lowing their example, build-
ing workers won an approxi-
mate increase of 20 per cent,

phased over nine months.

Other sections are now mov-
ing into the fray.

In the west, the Tynagh

mining company, having got -

1its hands on very rich silver

and other deposits wuth the

prosgects of gigantic profits,
has been crippled by a two-
month strike.

Already the men have re-
fused a f£4-a-week Increase
and the prospects grow of a
long and: bitter struggle.

“In conditions where work-

“ers in the west of Ireland
have in recent months

- gained confidence from a
temporary spring and sum-
mer improvement in em-
ployment, these strikes are
bound to increase the mili-
tance of other sections.

Under the impact of this

revival 1n the labour move-
ment, and the recent Gener-
al Election campaign, the
government party withdrew
its proposed anti-union leg-
1slation this yvear. It will cer-
tainly try to re-introduce it,
and this will bring a polltlcal
ftruggle against the leglsla-
ion ,

Campaigns

In the last three years, the
small farmers have mounted
considerable campaigns
against the government.

After the partition of Ire-
land, definitively settled in
1923, the division of the land,
desplte the indemnity condi-
- tions attached to it, success-
fully took the heat out of the
century-old agitation in the
countryside.

~ But the pressure of finance
capital and the big banks has
put an intolerable squeeze on
the small farmers. Like the
small traders of the town,

driven out by the supermar- |

ket investors, they are made

bankrupt in their thousands

every year.

'On top of these basic prob-
‘lems in the class struggle
sits the powerful Catholic
church. Its economic
strength and its political in-

fluence in high places con-

tinue, but the ruling class is
fearful of the daily growing
rejection of the religious au-
thority by the proletarian
youth.

In the recent elections, the
Labour Party of the Irish
- republic was compelled to
- put on a ‘left’ face, talking
about ‘socialism’ bemg res-
tored to their programme.

- Although their program-

me turned oGt not to be
socialist at all, what they are
doing is mod1fy1ng their
statements to comply with
the pressure from the work-
' lng class.

Recent recruits to their
parliamentary party, like
Conor Cruise O’Brien and
other liberals, help them iIn
this deception. |

What they hope is this: the
old nationalism, helped by
Catholicism, will not be able
to contain the struggle much
longer; in these days of mod-

ern capltahsm we should
drop the old nationalist
myths, and form a truly
modern reformist, social-
democratic party for the
workers. (See Conor Cruise
O’Brien In ‘New Left Re-
view’, 37, May-June 1966.)
In this way, they are very

like ‘the ‘lefts’ who formed

People’s Democracy In the

- North, with their perspective

of a ‘rationalised’ capitalism
in the North and an opening
for reforms in the shape of

civil rights.

- Now there is certalnly
plenty for reformists to get

their teeth into (if they had -
~any teeth) in the Repubhc of

Eire.

The standard -of living is,
on official figures, less than
60 per cent of that in Britain
and 20 per cent lower than

- that of the North.

Even if we consider only
the town workers, who are
better off than the small far-
mers and agricultural work-

ers, we find average earn-

1ngs about £3 10s per week
lower than in Britain.

As for the countryside, be-
cause of differences in state
sub31d1es and pricing poli-
cies, added of course to the
poor quality of land 1n the

west, production per acre

annually is £19 on grass and

-~ milk output, compared with

£59 in the North.
At 1s worth gwmg a few
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Labour sent in the troops in

other examples, because one

- big question comes up

among northern Irish work-
ers, which will more and
more be asked in the South
also: what price a united
Ireland under Lynch and the
‘Green Tories’ of the South?

When the Protestant work-

er in the North asks that

question, he is not referrmg
at all only (or even primari-

ly) to the future of religious

freedom or discrimination,
but to the basic living and
welfare standards of the
workers.

The Catholic worker in the
North asks the same ques-
tion.

But when they both ‘ask’
this question politically, and
fight for an alternative,
jointly with the workers of
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the South — on that day the
prospect of a united soc1ahst
Ireland opens up. '

Unemployment benefit,
like all welfare benefits, is
the same in northern Ireland
as in Britain. In the South, an

unemployed man with a wife
and two children gets £7 18s.

6d.; in the North £9 4s.
In the South, old-age pen-
sion is not due until 70, and is
only two-thirds of the pen-
sion in Britain and the North

The Health Service hardly
exists at all in the South. In
1965 the maternity grant was
£4 (and contraception was

banned). A widow with two

children in the South gets £5

- 6s. a week, 1n the North £10.

New houses built in the

“South in 1965 reached the
record figure of 8,146. The
North, with less than haif the

population, and still with a

- dlsgraceful housing situa-
tion, built 9,516 houses in the |

same year.

Northern Ireland’s educa-
tion budget last year was £51
million. The South, with dou-

ble the population, spent £49
- million. |

These social benefits in the
North are supported. by

subsidy from the British Ex- |
cheque,r of about £130 million
~.annually. This is always pre-

sented in government public-
ity as some sort of a gift
from Britain.

It is of course a great deali

...........

smaller than the annual
amounts extracted in profits

by British and international
capital each year, not to
mention the advantages

gained by British capitalists
from the flow of Irish emig-

- rants suffering a 7.5 per cent

unemployment rate iIn
Northern Ireland.

We saw in the first part of
this article that, with the
growing world economic cri-
s1s, the reform programme

- of ‘ecivil rights’ could not

solve in any way the jobs and
housing problems for the
workers in the North, which
must get worse for the Pro-

testant workers as well as
the Catholic.

What is the prospect for

any such reform in the
South"

As already outlined, the

Fianna Fail government 1s
already preparm anti-union
laws let alone ‘democratis-
ing’ and ‘reforming’. Behind
these measures are two fac-
tors.

In the fll'St lace the low
level of capital investment in
southern Ireland, compared
with any advanced country,
cannot provide the basis for

any advance in the economy.

Heritage

The heritage of British im-

perialism, involving genera-

tions of literally wholesale
destruction of people and. of

productive forces, ruled out

any possibility of a capitalist

.solution.

And yet the Irish capital-

ists face a working class
whose historical traditions of -

struggle link up with the in-
ternational offensive now
being mounted by the work-
ing class.

Secondly,
strength of the working
class, at the centre of a pro-

found international crisis of
capitalism, compels the Ir-

ish, like all other capitalists,
to seek to increase the rate of
explmtatlon and cripple the
trade unions, in order to

compete 1nternat10nally in.
more competitive conditions

— but this must be done in

the teeth of a rising tide of

working-class struggle.

In other words, we have

‘the same basic ingredients

for revolutionary struggle,
though with all sorts of his-
torical factors which aggra-
vate the situation still furth-
er, as we find in Britain, as

reformism proves its bank-

ruptcy and its' reactionary
nature under the Labour
government!

One reason why the

nationalist demagogy of the

Southern capitalist politi-
cians has been wearing thin
in recent years is that they
have begun to look for a way
out of their economic pronb-
lems by moving, first
through cleser relations
(Free Tarde Agreements,

etc) with the North and Bl‘l-. .

the international |
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tain, into the European Com-

-mon Market. | |
In any case, of course the

Common Market represents
a forlorn attempt by the
European capitalists to over-

come. the contradictions be-

tween modern production
and the nation-state.

If that contradiction be-

- comes stifling for the adv-

anced countries, what a
hopeless situation now exists
for the bourgeoisie of a back-

- ward country ,l.ike Ireland.

Since 1958, the Irish
bourgeoisie has encouraged
an in-flow of foreign invest-
ment, and until 1965, as part

. of the last stages of the world

capitalist boom, this brought
a reduction of unemploy-

ment and the workers were

able to increase real wages.

For Ireland, however, this
could not be enough.

In every country, the ex-
pectations and the strength
of the working class built up
during these years has inten-

sified capitalism’s crisis,

and in Ireland that coincides
with historical problems.

More people left the land
(even with agriculture doing
moderately well) betwegn
1958 and 1965 than the num-
ber of new jobs provided by
the industrial expansion.

If this was the situation
during the boom, what are

the prospects for workers

and small farmers in a re-

- cession?

Already the downturn in
the economy in 1965 had a
great radicalising effect on
the workers, strengthened
by the boom, and the recent
wave of strikes flows from
that perlod

Every section of capitalist

opinion in the Irish Republic,

including the government
through official reports, is
hitting out at the working
class as ‘responsible’ for the
growing crisis and advocat-
ing wage-freezing. This is
the purpose of the proposed
Criminal Justice Bill.

This wages question in Ire-

land is political dynamite,

,]ust as. .lt 1s throughout

44444444

- V ( !‘

Europe. The Irish
bourgeome has no chance of

“‘getting into Europe’ in time

to rejuvenate itself, even if

- that were possible..

-Since the 1967 Free Trade
Agreement in Britain, Eire’s

balance of payments and -

trade have rapidly deterio-
rated. The editorial of the
Dublin newspaper ‘Irish In-
dependent’ puts elearly the

- dilemma of the capitalists:

‘Imports have exceeded
exports by more than £20
million in each month of this
year — a very considerable
worsening since 1968.

‘It does not seem that a

trade deficit of the present

* size can be tolerated for very

much longer. Thé deficit will

be given added impetus by
‘the income increases which
are beginning to work their -
- way through the economy.

Consumer buying and im-
ports will both be stimulated

considerably. The economy

1s not In a position to with-

stand this added pressure
- which looks like developing.’

(‘Irish Independent’, 8
September 1969.)

Entry

The fact is that 70 per cent

- of the exports of Eire are to

the United Kingdom. Like
the capitalists of Britain,
those of Ireland know very
well that entry into the Com-

mon Market is not'just to get

some dream of ‘economic in-
tegration’ and expansion,
but to strengthen them
against the working class.

In the North, the future for
the embattled Catholic work-
ers is in unity with the Pro-
testant majority of workers
against their employers,
against the Unionist govern-
ment, and imperialism
which sustains them. |

The developing world eri-
s1s will create such problems
for the Northern industries

that this unity will be posed
in the very near future.

In Britain,® the working

class is faced with a struggle V

for socialist policies and re-
volutionary leadership, the
Labour leaders having been

~ exposed with the ending of
the boom.

In their struggle against
the Tories and their agents

in the labour movement, the
British workers will need un-

ity with the workers of Ire-

-land against the Unionists.

They will thus need to fight
for the ending of 1mper1allst
control of Ireland, in order to

‘weaken their own enemy.
‘These struggles will make

the Irish workers in Eng-

land, Scotland and Wales a
'strong force in the Br1t1sh

working class.

In the South of Ireland, the
working class is being forced

to recognise the illusory na-

ture of the ‘national inde-

- pendence’ maintained under

bourgeols leadership.

It is brought into battle

against a government of

- capitalists who openly turn
to their bourgeois allies Iin

Westminster and the City of
London for common policies
against the. working class.

That same government

. tolerates' the British pre-

sence in the North for the
same reasons.

Never was it more clear
“that the liberation of Ireland
is only to be achieved by the

working class struggle for
socialism.

It is the international turn
to that struggle, the great

steps being taken by the
European socialist revolu-
tion, which have opened up a
new phase in the heroic his-
tory of the Irish workers and
small farmers.

This time there will be no
reliance on bourgeois
nationalist leaders.
time the struggle in Ireland
merges with the historic
situation in which the work-
ers of Britain must break
from reformism, from im-
?enahsm and all it stands
or

The workers of Ireland,

North and South, and of Bri-

tain are going to strike a

- mighty blow for the United

Soelahst States- of Europe’

. < ~»

This
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Objective
~ truth and
Marxism

KEITH SCOTCHER is cor-

- rect In seeing Dave Pel-
man’s rejection of objective -
~ truth as alien to Marxism.
-If Pelman’s arror is car- °

ried to is logical conclusion it
would lead to a rejection of
the whole of the Marxist
method. For as Lenin

writes: “...to hold our sensa-

tions as images of the exter-
nal world, to recognise
objective truth, to hold the

materialist theory of know-

ledge, these are one and the
same thing.’

This is because in the
words of Feuerbach: ‘the ob-
ject is not merely the thing
sensed but is also the basis,

the indispensible condition
'for my sensation.’

Ths 1s the basis of of the

famous aphorism that it is

man’s being that determines
his consciousness or again in
the words of Feuerbach,
‘thinking 1s not the cause of
being, but the property of it.’

This for Marx, along with
Hegal’s dialectic, was the
philosophical base of histor-
1cal materialism. Plekanhov
summed this up in ‘Fun-
damental Problems of Marx-
ism’ with regard to the base
and superstructure as fol-
lows: |

‘1. the state of the producti;e

forces

2. the economic relations

these forces condition;

3. the socio-political system
that has developed on the
given economic ‘‘basis’’;

4. the mentality of social
man, which is determined in
part directly by economic

‘conditions obtaining, and in

part by the entire socio-
political system that has
arisen on that foundation;
5. the various ideologies that
reflect the properties of that
mentality.’

This is the basis of histor-
ical materialism’s objectiv-

ity. This in no way resembles

the ‘value-free’ so-called ob-
jectivity of bourgoise social

impartial. |
Marxism is objective in
the sense that it sees ideas

and knowledge as class ideas
and class knowledge.

~Historical materialism is
not contemplative or a quest

for truth for truth’s sake but

arises from the objective
task of the Socialist Revolu-

tion as a conscious act on the
part of the working class. An
act in which the objective
understanding on the part of
that class is necessary.

How does the philosophical
understanding relate to the
world of politics?

What is communist action
based on? Is Stalinism coun-
ter revolutionary because
we think it is? Can" social
democracy not deliver
socialism only in our opin-
1on? Is the system we live
under called capitalism be-
cause we say it is, or can we
make this assertion because
of our objective knowledge
that it is being that deter-
mines consciousness?

This was recognised. by
Marx in the ‘Communist
Manifesto’ when he said:
‘...the theoretical conclu-
sions of the communists are
in no way based on ideas or
principles that have been in-
vented, or discovered by this

or that would be universal

reformer. They merely ex-
press, in general terms,

actual relations springing

from an existing class strug-
gle, from an historical move-
ment going on under our
very eyes.’

How do we approach an
analysis of the Stalinist
bureaucracy from this
method? We do not criticise
the Stalinists because they

have the wrong ideas or be-

cause Stalin also spoke of
objective reality. No, Stalin-
i1sm is objectively counter
revolutionary because it
transforms Marxism from
an instrument for the libera-
tion of mankind ‘the con-
scious head of an uncon-
scious process’ into an in-

- strument for the control of

the working class by the
bureaucracy. (In Trotsky’s
phrase Border Guards for
the bureaucracy).

This 1s also relevent to the
bureaucracy’s” policy on
‘openess’. For the bureacra-
cy, bureaucratic practice is
seen as being a bad idea,
something to be overcome
by a different practice.

For a Trotskyist,
bureaucracy and its lack of

‘openess’ stem from the so- -

cial being of the bureaucra-
cy. Or, as Trotsky wrote: ‘In

science, in the sense that itis =~ >°Viet political literature

you often meet with accusa-
tions of ‘“‘bureaucratism’ as

~ a bad custom of thought or

method of work... But what
you cannot meet is an inves-
tigation of the bureaucracy
as a ruling stratum — its

numbers and structure, its

flesh- and blood, its pri-

vileges and appetites, and

the share of the national in-

The British
crisis and

the crisis

left

A joint day school organised by the

~ Revolutionary Communist Party and
the Workers Revolutionary
Party/Workers Press

Sunday 31 May
'9.30a.m. — 5p.m.

Red Rose Club, Seven Sisters
Road (Finsbury Park tube)

(Creche available)
£2 employed, 1 unemployed .. |.
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come which 1t swallows up.’

The ideas and habits of the
bureaucracy can only be
destroyed by the overthrow
of the bureaucracy itself.
This is because the
bureaucracy is not a system
of bad ideas that exists in the
minds of bureaucrats but an
objective stratum. That is

- why, in the words of one East

German poet: ‘the only thing
that really happened in the
Soviet Union is Gorbachev’s
mouth’!

“In conclusion, four ques-
tions for Dave Pelman.

1. If Marxism is not objec-
tive what differetiates it
- from ideology e.g. religion?

2. Is he denying the fact that
objective truth exists?.

3. Is he suggesting that ob-
jectivity is unknowable?

4. Is he merely complaining
that that the word objective
has been mis-used by Stalin
and others?

Pelman’s answers to these
questions will e¢nable us to
ascertain 1f his method is
Marxist. That Stalin and
others have utilised the lan-
guage of Marxism while
emasculating it from its re-
volutionary content 1is
beyond dispute. The way

they have used objectivity is

a case in point. However,
there i1s a danger that Pel-
man could be throwing away

the objective baby with the
“bath water. |

Roger McGuinn

Sinister side

of the spooks

WHILE I generally agree
with the tenor of your edito-
rial (‘Dirty Deeds’, Workers
Press 9 May 1987), 1 think
there is a sinister aspect of
the intelligence services that
has so far gone undiscussed.

Concerned with their own

self-protection, MI5 and the
rest want to defuse public

criticism when their out--
rageous conduct sometimes

gets known. -

In such circumstances, it
1s helpful to have someone in
authority, giving the appear-
ance of ‘independence’ and
‘impartiality’, who can help
to allay people’s misgivings.

A politician like James

~Callaghan has, in the past,

played this role admirably.

- Who better could be a home

secretary? He has already
acted as a'paid servant of the
Police Federation, raising
any complaints the police
might have with govern-

‘ment. He has always main-
tained a close association

with — this might well be a
euphemism for membership

of — MI5 that continues right
- down to the present day.

~ Complaints about shoot-to-
kill, illegal use of powers and
dirty tricks can easly be
brushed aside. Let the in-
telligence services investi-
gate themselves, produce a
report that never sees the
light of day, and then receive
the home secretary’s seal of
approval. -

It’s as easy as eating cake
— rather like getting com-

plaints against the Artful
Dodger sent to Fagin for his

impartial judgement.

When 1t has now become
quite clear, Callaghan failed
to see a proper investigation
took place into allegations of
intelligence service miscon-
duct in 1974, which con-
cerned Harold Wilson, a fel-

low Labour cabinet minister,

with whom he had a lot in
common, what chance is

there that he saw a full and
fair investigation took place

into misconduct against his
political opponents, such as
Irish republicans or trade
unionists?

In the present circumst-
ances, I think we should con-
sider re-opening the case of
Kenneth Lennon. He was a
Vauxhall shop steward from
Luton who got Involved in

- the Irish civil rights cam-

paign. In an understandable
state of anxiety, he told the

- singer George Melly and an
~ officer of the National Coun-
~cll for Civil Liberties that the

their agents. The
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Special Branch intended to
murder him. Shortly after-
wards, his crumpled corpse
was found.

Was he one of the earlier

victims of a shoot-to-kill
policy? |
| Ray Challinor

‘Critical
support’ is
not
principled

WHILST apparently accept-
ing that the Vietmanese
Trotskyists did give critical
support to the Stalinists be-

fore 1947, Cde. Pirani in

Workers Press April 25th,
considers that such support,
even to counter revolution-

ary Stalimists who in 1945
were prepared to welcome

back the Allied Imperialist
forces, was justifiable on
condition of course it was
accompanied ‘by a call to the
working class’. -
This ‘call’ consisted of de-
mands for ‘. . . action com-

- mittees, an Indo- Chinese

Congress, the arming of the
people, a workers and
peasants government and a
popular army’.

And if by any chance the
masses of revolutionary
workers who look to Trotsky-
ism through its revolution-
ary slogans and calls happen
to be slightly confused by the
demand to support the Sta-
linigts — against whom
apparently, the workers sup-
port the Trotskyists!! —
then all we have to do
apparently 1s to declare
‘We. . . have no illusion-
S. . . ’In the Vietming being
able to fight imperialism,
and hey presto the contradic-
tion is solved. It’s like a Pap-
al dispensation purging ‘cri-

-t1cal support’ of its inherent

evil.

More to the point of course
1s that it is centrism to the
core, the likes of which was

also pursued in.Bolivia by
POR (Lora) which led to the

massacre of Trotskyists and

revolutionary workers by

the military reaction, who
were shielded by the ‘lefts’
whom the Trotskyists again
‘eritically supported’.

Reformist action of sup-

port- for the Stalinists or
bourgoise left, who betray
the workers to the capitalist
reaction, is not condoned, ex-
cused or made revolutionary
by high sounding revolution-

ary words, ‘calls’ or prog-
- rammes. One has only to

read Lenin on Kautsky to
learn this. |

Pirani states that ‘for him
(Conlon) this tactic (support-

ing the bourgoisie) is"always

impermissible. What chil-

dish ultraleftism.”

I would go further Cde,
Pirani and say, not only is it
never permissible, but sup-
port for the bourgoisie left,
right or centre is UNPRINC-
PLED. | '

In this era of imperialism
there is no such thing as a
progressive bourgoisie be it
in the advanced or backward
countries; imperialism
permeates and corrupts all
the national bourgoisie' and
_ greatest
fear of all the wealthy clas-
ses 1s the proletarian revolu-
tion.

To stave off the day of

reckoning, the bourgeoisie
will lie, cheat, bribe and
even espouse the cause of
‘soclalism’; they will at
times Introduce popularist
measures and thump the
drum of anti-imperialism.

It is precisely under these
circumstances Cde, Pirani
where we as Marxists must
place the workers on their
guard and prevent the in-
fringement of the working
class independance in both
ideology and organisation,
by refusing to bow to mass
pressure and submit to giv-
Ing support to such popular
movements. Accepting the
Kerensky case raised by
Cde, Pirani as an excellent

Letters over 500 words will normally be cut. Letters should arrive by
first post Monday at: Workers Press, PO
and should include sender’s address.

KERENSKY

example Pirani declares

the Bolsheviks
. . . prepared the Novem-
ber 1917 revolution by sup-
porting the bourgeois gov-
ernment of Kerensky. . .’

(My emphasis P.C.)
Let us now quote a partici-

that

- pant in that very same re-

volution:- ‘. . . those who

become unprincipled are

people who slide. ... into
supporting the

government’.
And again: ‘Even now’ —

during the Kornilov revolt —

‘we must must not support
the Kerensky government.
That is unprincipled.’

And once more: ‘We shall
fight, we are fighting against
Kornilov, just as Kerensky’s
troops do, but we do not sup-
port Kerensky.’

The witness? V.I.' Lenin
(Works Vol25 p.285) To

‘March separately and

strike together’ is the ess-
ence of this Leninist tactic
whereby we can fight Korni-
lov as Kerensky does — but
this by no means even sug-
gests that we support
Kerensky.

One strikes with a tempor-

~ary ally against a common

threat through independent
class action which will des-
troy both forces.

‘Critical support’ streng-
thens the ally of today — who

1S our enemy of tommorrow.

- P. Conlon

Bourgeois
terms and
the party

I HAVE had recent discus-
sions with female comrades

in the WRP concerning the

use of bourgeois (sexist) ter-
minology.

Does it matter if the April
conference of the WRP sends
its message of solidarity to
Comrade Phil Penn signed
‘vours fraternally’? |

Why do we have a chair-
man of the WRP?

What are the responsibili-
ties of the revolutionary par-
ty on these questions?

In my opinion the WRP

should stop using bourgeocis

terminology when describ-
Ing or referring to women.

Box 735, London SW9 7QS,

provisional

This 1s' not a question of
principle. Nor will it do any-
thing fundamental about ex-
isting conditions of double
oppression of women under
capitalism.

Only changing the mate-

- rial conditions of human life,

by abolishing private prop-
erty, will free women from-
double oppression and allow
humankind truly human re-
lationships. To achieve this
it is necessary to build an
international Trotskyist.
organisation to smash and

~ dispossess Imperialism.

In Britain we are strug-
gling to build the WRP as the
revolutionary leadership in

the working class, to smash

capital and establish the dic-
tatorship of the proletariat.

When women broke
through capital’s fetters dur-
Iing the miners’ strike, Healy
and his fraternal gang were
catapulted out of the Trots-
kyist movement.

‘Healyism reflects and in-
corporates the historical

- process of the violent sexual

abuse and oppression of

- women in class society.

~In 1985 this outmoded

- tendency came into collision

with the forces of humank-
ind’s potential liberation.

This shows clearly the vit-
al  importance for Trotsky-
ism of paying attention to the
question of women in the
movement and in the inter-
national working class.
Without these female forces
we won’t do the job.

As Trotskyists we don’t

“‘jump over’ questions: e.g.
“religion cannot be abolished,

it will go when the material

- conditions that nourish it no

longer prevail.

Precisely because the
question of bourgeois termi-
nology and women is not a
matter of principle we c¢an
impose a change of practice.
. In doing this we will be
frequently reminded of the
present relations between
men and women, the future,
communist, relations for
which we strive, and the
need to develop methods to
achieve communist rela-
tions. |

This is not a question of a
semantic tinkering that then
absolves us from the strug-
gle to achieve truly human
relations, it is a tactic to

further that struggle. . .

Adrian Blakelock,”
- SE London Branch WRP
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PERSONAL COLUMN

In defence
of
Saklatvala

THAT toothless watchdog the Press Coun-

cil has ticked off the ‘Sun’ for wrongly

implying that Shapurji Saklatvala was a

‘black terrorist’, and for refusing to apolo-

gise. .-

. Of course this won't deter the ‘Sun’ and '
' its fellow-purveyors of ordure from con-
| tinuing o malign the living and the dead.

Saklatvala was an Indian; he was a
communist; he had a funny torelgn name,
he died 51 years ago; and now Lambeth
want to name a local landmark after him.
Good story there, old boy — and so long as
it furnishes a stick to beat the loony left with,

who cares about accuracy or fairness or

common decency?

As it happens, Saklatvala’s daughter

cared enough to complain to the Press
Council, for what that's worth.

The people of Battersea in the south
London ought to care, too, and | know that
some of them do. For Saklatvala served
them well in the 1920s as one of the
borough’'s MPs, and it's high time his
contribution was rescued from undeserved
obscurity.

Saklatvala was born in Bombay in 1874
came to Britain for medical treatment when
he was 31, and stayed for the rest of his life.

In 1910 .he joined the Independent

Labour Party, and in 1916 founded the
Workers’ Welfare League of India, which at

first worked among Indian seafarers but .

soon extended its scope to cover the
working conditions of all Indians in Britain.

After the 1917 Russian Revolution Sak-
latvala became an active member of the
ILP's Marxist wing. This group, which in-

cluded R. Palme Dutt, Emile Burns, and -
Helen Crawfurd, strongly supported the’

iLP’s aftlllatton to the Communist lnterna-
tlonal

 But their affiliation motion was turned
down at the party’s March 1921 conference,

“whereupon about 200 of them, mcludmg

Saklatvala, left the ILP to join the Commun-
of Great Britain, which had been
formed in the previous year.

in 1922, when it was still possible to be a.

member of both the CP and the Labour

published

- being excluded from Labour Party

ter too, are

ford Four. Wednesday 27 May,

Party, Saklatvala stood as Labour Party
candidate in North Battersea. He was
- elected with a 2,000 majority but lost the
seat in the fotlowing year.

He thus became the third Indian to sit'in

the House of Commons (not the first, as

Noreen Branson asserts in her lamentable
‘History of the Communist Party of Great
Britain 1927-1941°), his predecessors being
Dadabhai Naoroji, Liberal MP for Central

Finsbury from 1892 to 1895, and Sir Man-

cherjee Bhownaggree, Tory MP for Bethnal
Green North-East from 1895 to 1906.

In 1924 communists were barred from
standing as Labour candidates, as well as
mem-
bership, and in that year's general election
Saklatvala contested North Battersea as a
communist. He won back the seat — with
the local Labour Panty’s support — and held
it until 1929.

Saklatvala was the ftrst person in Britain
to be arrested during the 1926 General
Strike. Charged with sedition for a May Day

speech in Hyde Park urging soldiers not to

fire on workers, he refused to be bound
over.

He toid the court: ‘In circumstances such
as those existing today ! shall refuse to be
silenced except by force majeure.” This
defiance earned him two months in Worm-
wood Scrubs.

The fact that Saklatvala, outwardiy at an
rate, sided with Stalinism against the Le
Opposmon does not diminish the contribu-
tion he made to the British working-class
movement in the second and third decades
of this century.

" A spellbinding orator, he spoke up

fearlessly in parliament against British im-

perialism and exposed its blood-stained
record. And the Tories — as mindiessly
arrogant a bunch then as they are now —
hated it.

He told them in 1926: ‘Your doings in
India, which are of hideous character in
many respects, and a very hideous charac-
going to be continued
. gathering hold of citizens and keeping

.them‘ in prison without trial and without

charge, holding them in bondage, ruling
people under the name of civilisation and
exploiting them industrially on miserable
wages, which produces an infantile death
rate of 600 and 800 for every 1,000 infants
born if these conditions are perpetrated,
and you are ashamed of announcing it

publicly, but want the world to forget that

India exusts today.’

It is a measure of the Labour Party's

decay since the early 1920s that Sakiatvala

could sit as a Labour MP — and that, even

government. Outside South Afri-

when Labour disowned him natidnally his
own local Labour Party continued to sup--
port him for many years.

How scathing he would have been about
Kinnock’s attitude to black sections! But in
the Labour Party of 1987 there is clearly no
room for the passion, principle, or political
awareness of a Saklatvala.

Naming a landmark after him in Lambeth
— or even Battersea, for that matter — is
worthy but tangentaal For serious revolu-
tionaries the main thing surely is to iearn
from his contribution and emulate his close
ties with the Indian workers in Britain, and
with the workers of his constituency.

The best, indeed almost the only, recent
account of Saklatvala’s life will be found in
Rozina Visram's history of the Asian pre-
sence in Britain up to 1947: ‘Ayahs, Lascars
and Princes’ (Pluto Press, 1986).

He is mentioned also in her ‘Indians in ;

Britain’, which is due to be published by
Batsford at the end of the month,; this richly
illustrated book in the ‘Peoples on the

Move’ series is designed for people aged

12 to 16. |
Correction

| HASTEN to correct a silly mistake in this
column last week. The long-‘missing’
volume of the ‘Collected Works’ of Marx
and Engels, and the one in which their
published comments on the Indian uprising

of 1857-1858 are to be found is vol. 15, not
vol. 14.

Vol. 40 of this series, by the way, contain- |
ing their correspondence between 1856 |

and 1859, includes their letters to each
other on India, as well as a letter from
Marx’'s wife to Engels reporting that the
Chartist leader Ernest Jones had come out
publicly in support of the Indian patriots.

In -the ‘People’s Paper,
British workers: ‘Their cause is yours —
their success is, indirectly, yours as well.’

He thus upheld the banner of interna-
tionalism in the British press when almost
every other paper was clamouring hyster-
ically for revenge upon the Indians.

Peter Fryer

munity activist from Derry)

Jones told the

- Mick
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WORKERS
REVOLUTIONARY
PARTY

Please send me information about the Workers

Revolutionary Party.

SEND TO:

Secretary to the Central Committee

PO Box 735
London SW9 7QS

IWORKERS PRESS MAY FUND

We have so far received £2083.43

The monthly fund has been coming in regularly, but
i we need to increase the sales income too.

WORKERS PRESS editorial board appeals to all our
members and supporters:

# Organise special sales to take the Workers Press
into the working class |

B Increase the number of regular deliveries

B Expand our monthly fighting fund

Please keep the monthly fund coming in — we need it

to pay outstanding bills. pjease send donations to:
Workers Press, PO Box 735, London SW9 7QS

£5,000 Special m

IN SO FAR: £1,703.15

This fund is hardly moving, in spite of the important work
that is currently being undertaken in relation to the Confer-
ence to reorganise the Fourth International taking place later

this year.

Contributions to the WRP Special Fund provide the money
vital to the Workers Revolutionary Party’s contribution to the
work of the Prep arator:F Committee to organise the interna-
tional Conference of Trotskyists.

® Please URGENTLY send donations, large or small, to:
WRP Special Fund, PO Box 735, London SW9 708

LOWTRY LTD (T,U-_)
We can do your tvnsetting, print your Ieatlets, elc.
Example: Typesetting; £15 per 1,000 words

free by WORKERS PRESS

each week for organisa-

tions in the labour move-
ment. Please send details
to arrive by mid-day Mon-
day for publication the fol-
lowing Thursday.

FREE THE FRAMED IRISH
- PRISONERS Picket of Downing

Street: For a Public Inquiry into
the beating and framing of the
Birmingham Six and the Guild-

6p.m.-7p.m
GREENHAM COMMON

- WOMEN'S CAMP To all w'onten

— We are still here; we still need
Eour support! Near Newbury —

Exit 13 on M4, .or BR Newbury,

Berkshire.

NON-STOP PICKET OF
SOUTH AFRICA HOUSE For
the release of Nelson Mandela
and all political prisoners in

- South Africa. For sanctions

against the racist South African

NOW AVAILABLE IN ENGLISH TRANSLATION

Selected documents of the
Internatronal Workers League (Fourth International) - LIT

t. Ar
2.A

entina, Bolivia: Two Lessons - By various authors
ndaious Document - By Nahuel Moreno

3. Declaration and Platform of the Boishevik Faction

4. Our Ex
and Mercedes Petit

perience with the t.ambertists By Nahuel Moreno

5. The Founding Theses of the IWL(FI) - Theses on the
Necessity of an International and a revolutionary

- leadership
6. On the United Front

7. Manifesto of the 1984 World Congress of the IWL(FI)
Ail these documents can be obtamed ONLY as a set. The prices

are per set:

pecual offer for Members of the WRP................ £2.50
Non-members........... ereeeneaaanen ...£6.00
These documents comprise a selection of the Balance-sheet,

tasks and Pers

pectives and political positions of the IWL (FI) and

its forerunner organizastions while they were part of the USec..
More documents will be made available to British readers as .

— e o —

soon as translation work permits.

Send all cheques and orders to: Leon Perez Box 735 L.ondon

SW9 7QS

SPECIAL OFFER FOR BHITISI'I READERS

Subscribe to WORKING CLASS OPPOSITION
American Monthly Newspaper of the internationalist

Workers Pa

rty, official Americqga. section of the LIT

(International Workers League)

.............................................

..............................................

Phone 01-636 3532
~ Enclosed is a cheque/money order for £10 for 6 issues of

Working Class Opposition (sent by airmail)

Enclosed is a cheque/money order for £15.00 for 12 issues of

Working Class Opposition (sent by airmail)

Please make cheques/money orders to October Publications -
Fill in this coupon and send to Leon Perez,. Box 735, London

SW9 7QS

'''''
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ca House, Trafalgar Square.
Organised by City of London
Anti-Apartheid.

SOCIALIST PLATFORM Pubilic
Meeting: 50 Years Since the
Barcelona Events of 1937.
Speakers: Staff Cotman (ex
POUM) and John Suilivan.
Saturday 23 May, 7.30p.m.

-Duke of York, York Way, Kings

Cross.

BOBBY SANDS COM-
MEMORATION COMMITTEE
Fortnightly meetings to organise
a march in London at the end of
June commemorating the
deaths of the 10 Insh Republi-
can Hunger Strikers in 1981,

Next meetln% 7.30p.m. 13 May.
203 Seven rsters Road, N4.

CAMPAIGN AGAINST POLICE
REPRESSION (CAPR) Weekly
planning meetings every Tues-
day at 7.30p.m. Stoke Newing-
ton Community Centre, Leswin
Road, N16. All welcome. Con-
tact: Box CAPR, 83 Blackstock
Road, N4 (01-991 2938).

BRING BACK VICTORIA WIL-

LIAMS! Campaign meetings,
7.30p.m., second and fourth
Wednesdays of every month.
UCA, Acton Technical College,
Mill Hii Road, Wa3.

TALK POLITICS WITH THE

RCG Weeki g discussion meet-
u

nday 7p.m. Con-
Red Llon Square,

ings every
way Hall,
WC1.

20 YEARS OF THE OCCUPA-

TION OF WEST BANK AND
GAZA Conference, Saturday 6
June, 10.a.m.-5p.m. Royal
Commonwealth Society, 18

‘Northumberland Avenue, WC2

(nearest tube Charing Cross)
Followed by Social in the
evening.

PICKET THE MSC Campaign

against Community Projects
calls a picket of MSC HQ, Cat-

-~ ford Job Centre, Rushey Green

Catford SE6. Friday 29 May
12.-2p.m.

IRISH FREEDOM MOVEMENT
Make the Irish War an Election
Issue. Public Meeting, Tuesday

26 May 7.30p.m. islington Cen-

tral Libray, 2 Fieldway Crescent,
N5 (nearest tube: Highbury and
Islington). Speakers: Terry Rob-

son {supergrass victim and com-

------

Hume (author of The Irish War).

FARIDA BiB! CAMPAIGN

March, Saturday 23 May.
Assemble 2.30 p.m., Tenant
Street (opposite council estate).
Meeting: 4p.m. Pear Tree Junior
School. Speakers include Mar-

%aret Becket (MP Derby South).

rganised by Derby Councu for
Racial Equality.

NUJ SAYS SOM RAJ MUST
STAY Stop the Deportations!
National March Saturday 6
June. Assemble 12 noon West
Park, Wolverhampton. March to
Civic Centre for Rally. (Further
details from Ray George 0902
735295.)

REMEMBER BOBBY SANDS
MP! March and Rally, Saturday
27 June. Assemble 12.30p.m.
Finsbury Park. Speakers include
representatives from Sinn Fein,
Black Liberation, Irish PoW Re-
patriation Committee. -

GUILDFORD 4 AND MAGUIRE

FAMILY CAMPAIGN S&eakmg

Tour. Speakers. Anne Maguire
— served 11 years; Patrick
Maguire Jr — served 4 years;
Theresa Smalley — Paul Hill's
aunt; Lisa Asten — chief de-
fence witness for Carole
Richardson. Friday 29 May
7.45p.m., The Trades Club, Pe-
ter Street, Blackburn (plus
speaker from IBRG). Saturday
30 May 2.30p.m., Liverpool

Polytechnic Students Union,

Maryland Street, Liverpool (plus
speaker from Connolly Associa-
tion). Saturday 30 May 8.30p.m.
Social evening. Bolton Institute
for Higher Education, Students
Union, College Way, Bolton.
Sunday 31 May 2p.m., Commit-
tee Room 5, Town Hall, Albert
Square, Manchester (plus
speaker from Cheshire NCCL).
Sunday 31 May 7.30p.m.,
Trades Club, Savil Mount,
Leeds (plus speaker from Leeds

Council). The tour is actively

supported by the following orga-
nisations: Connolly Association;
IBRG; Labour Committee on Ire-
land (Leeds); Manchester Irish
Sotlidarity Committee; Liverpool
Poly Students Union; Boiton
IHE, Students Union; NCCL
Cheshire; Leeds Troops Out

Movement; Leeds Trades Coun-

cil:” Blackburn Trades Council.

’ ] 4 1 . + » » T T 3 1

Printing

1,000 A4 for £25.00

Quotations also avaiiable for Web offset
“printing; tabloid and broadsheet newspapers,
according to size and run.

Lowtry Ltd., 21-25 Beehive Place, Brixton,
London SW9

‘A newly-translated

AN English translatron Is

now being made of.
| g - Chinese revolution.

‘National Movements and

Class Struggle in Vietham’

by Anh-Van and Jac-
queline Roussel, originaily
published in Paris, in
French, by the Fourth In-
ternational in 1947. (En-
glish translation copyright
New Park Publications).

"~ This work consists of a Mar-

xist historical analysis of Viet-

nam before and during the
French conquest, the class
structure of Vietnam, an out-
line of the development of
nationalist movements from
their origins in the 1890s, and
of the Stalinist and Trotskyist
movements in Vietnam.

It concludes with an estima-
tion by the author, a Viet-
namese Trotskyist who work-

_H—_——q——mﬂ——-——.—-_—__-_—.—-

document from the
Vretnamese Trotskyists|

ed in Paris after World War I,
of the nature of the Indo-

We are not able at present
to print this material. Howev-
er, this work is invaluable for
the study of .he Vietnamese
revolution, and of importance
for the study of revolution in
colonial and semi-colonial

countries in general.

We are therefore offering
Xeroxed copies of this docu-
ment (approximately 100 A4
pages) for £5 plus postage
(Special offer for WRP mem-
bers £2.50).

Please return the form be-
low within a month if you want
ei?y of this document. We
n finance in order to com-
plete the work on this pro;ect

‘——_—‘W—‘!—_“*—_—-‘“-'—“-*

To: WHP Education Department, PO Box 735, London SW9 1QS.

Please send me a copy/.

. copies of ‘National Movements

and Class Struggle in Vietnam'.

Name & Address ..o,

.................................................

.................................................

.................................................

.................................................

..................................................

Please enclose £5 per copy (£2. 50 for WRP members) plus postage:
50p — Britain and Ireland; 60p Europe; £1.56 — Middle East and
north Africa; £2.12 — Arnenca southern Afnca lndsa £2. 40 —_

Australta Far East“ ‘7
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THE DREAM of liberty and social justice
attracted five and a half million immigrants to

For many of them it
started when contractors
were sent by the em-

ployers to recruit in all
~the major cities of
Europe. They painted a

rosy picture of full em-
- ployment, big wages and
opportunity. i

Millions believed them.
They sold up what meagre
possessions they had and
sighed contracts of employ-
ment — contracts they were

later to discover virtually
- enslaved them.

They started their Journey
herded like cattle on the
ships. With sickness and dis-
ease rife many died on the
journey.

The vast proportlon of
those who did arrive found
themselves starting life as
industrial serfs earning little
_.or nothing until they had
paid for the cost of their

~transport and food.

Thousands of Hungarlan
immigrants were imported
to Pennsylvania to work in

the coke region of Connell-,

sville.

Using the employers’ most

treasured commodity, cheap
labour, the young Mr FI‘ICk
was makmg millions.

The workers, men and
women, were forced to live
in shacks where 17 or 18

workers shared a space 12 -

feet long and 8 feet wide.

They worked long hours
and were paid a pittance that
left many worse off than
they had been back home.

The operators pitted one
immigrant group against
another — Irish against En-
glish. Germans against them
both. west Europeans
against east Europeans —
hoping that this would keep
up a constant war and pro-
vide what theyv hoped w ould
be a source of scab labour.

Since the 1877 railroad
strike the employers had
prepared themselves with
company armouries.

The National Guard and
the state militia were pro-
vided with new weaponry.

But most of the violence

and murders were to be car-

ried out by the Pinkerton
Agency, now big business.

The Pinkerton Agency

offered a strike-breaking

service of scabs, spies and
agents provocateurs.

The latter were often used
to good advantage by the

- employers to frame workers

and their leaders.

Pinkerton provided a pri-
vate army divided into de-
tachments of infantry,

cavalry and artillery — and

all for hire.

Employers were prepared
to spend far more to break
strikes than it would have
cost to meet the demands of
the strikers.

- The Knights of Labor had
“grown from 28,000 in 1880 to
700,000 1n 1886.

On the other hand the
bankers and industrialists

had never been more aggres-

sive. Their influence ex-

tended from the government

and the two major parties to
the pulpit.

Protestant America had a

great respect for big busi-
ness and donated princely
sums of money to the chur-
ches and their colleges.

In return they produced

preachers who proved that
big profits and the vast for-
.tunes of the ‘trusts fulfilled

God’s law, as did the vio-
lence used to keep those who
created the wealth from get-
- fing even .a .small.share,

.'The - preachers - never did- . |

America in the ten years 1880-1890.

PART V OF A
- FEATURE SERIES
BY NORMAN HARDING

-explain. what had happened

to the rich man, the camel,

“the eye of the needle and
“heaven.

John D Rockefeller, father
of the modern trusts, firmly
believed he had been put on

| earth for the sole purpose of

making money.

Anyone who got in his way
was. ‘obstructing God’s will’.
The big banker in the sky
must have been proud of

Rocky I as he proceeded to

smash his opponents, con-

solidate and increase his

power and wealth. He was a
fan of those preachers who
proclaimed wealthiness was
next to godliness.

-To the worker. money is

the means of purchasing the

necessities of life. To the rich
it meant power and corrup-
tion.

Money poured into ‘their
banks and it was really pen-
nies from heaven’. They

amused themselves b com-
peting to find the most exotic

way of spending a few
thousand dollars.

At elaborate parties danc-
ing girls jumped from giant
cakes; their favourite horses
drank champagne. If that

seemed a waste of good bub-

bly, they bathed in it. )
One industrialist bought

his daughter a $600,000 neck-

lace, a dressing table costing
$65, 000 — and a pair of opera

lasses costing a mere -

75,000.
Cigarettes were wrapped

in hundred dollar bills. Black '

pearls were served with the
oysters.

Pet monkeys, suitably
attired, sat between the din-
ner guests — and no doubt
showed better table man-
ners.

A pet dog wore a $1.5,000
diamond collar, and private

carriages and valets were

provided for pet monkeys.

The parade of vulgarlty
was never-ending.

It made no difference
which of the two main par-
ties was in power; they own-
ed both.

They made no secret of the
fact that they
smash the Knights of Labour
and the demand for the eight
hour day.

The average working 'day
in industry was 16 hours.

In Minnesota a law stop-
ped railroads from forcing

firemen and engineers from
Zworklng more than.18 hours

aaaaaaaaaaaaaaa

a day

planned to

Children protesting against child labour

John Swinton. chief edito-
rial writer on-the ‘New York
Times’ from 1860 to 1870. was
brought to the labour move-
ment after he had seen the
police brutally break up a

-mass meetmg of unem-

ployed in Tompkin Square <
New York. in 1874.

He gave up his job and
started his own paper. de-
voted to the campaign for
the eight hour day and ex-
posing the Pinkerton thugs.

Swinton. an admirer of
Karl Marx. had once been
lsﬂent to England to interview

im.

After a walk on the beach
at Ramsgate. Swinton asked

Marx what he thought the
future had to offer.

The answer was simple

RN}

Albert & Lucy Parsons

and uncompllcated:
Struggle. .

Albert Parsons

AT THE age of 13 -Albert

Parsons joined the Confeder-
ate army as a scout, but
after four years of war he
came home convinced he
had fought on the wrong
side. He was only 19, but he
started his own newspaper,
the ‘Spectator’.

It was to take up the cause

of the liberated slaves.

Before he launched 'the'

paper he was warned by the

- white supremacnsts that he
would. be killed. He did not -.

let this deter him.

In spite of further threats,.

he kept going a whole year

~until his money ran out.

Parsons continued his

campaign for the rights of

the liberated slaves but
eventually was forced to
leave Waco and make his
way to north west Texas.

There, in Johnson county,
he met Lucy Gonzales, a

Mexican Indian girl who be-

came his wife and comrade
to the end.

Albert and Lucy arrived in
Chicago just before the big
depression and were to wit-
ness a different world.

Families, evicted and
homeless, stood in the bitter

cold. Children cried as the.

wind tore through their thin

‘clothlng

----------
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The unemployed demons-
trated through the streets
demanding bread, work,
shelter.

Albert and Lucy went to
the lake front to listen to
speeches until the speakers

were hauled down and club-
.bed by the police.

They read newspapers de-
nouncing the speakers as
anarchists, socialists and
communists. Knowing little
about these subjects they be-

gan to read socialist litera-

ture and were introduced for

the first time to the writings
of Karl Marx.

After seeing working men
shot down for demanding a
living wage they both joined

. - the Social Democratlc Party

in -1876.

The SDP advocated the
abolition of capitalism and
replacing it with socialism.

The Parsons were active

in the 1877 railroad strike.
The Chief of Police advised
them to leave town. They
refused to be mtlmldated
and stayed.

Albert Parsons became
known not only in Chicago
but nationally as a trade un-
ion organiser speaking to
thousands of workers from
Nebraska in the west to New
York in the east.

-Parsons, who was now in-
fluenced. by anarchism,
organised the International
Working Peoples Associa-

_tion with August Spies and

others.

The IWPA had prev1ously
ignored the eight-hour-day
movement, saying it did not
matter how many hours
were worked as the only way
was to end capitalist ex-
ploitation.

~ However, the eight-hour
demand became so popular
that the IWPA was thrown
into the fight and the anarch-
ists became the foremost
leaders of the eight-hour
movement.

This and the growth of the
Knights ¢f Labor (in spite of
its opportunist leadership)
scared the living dayhghts
out of the bosses.

They saw it as a threat to'
their god sent right to rule

over the workers.

Terence V. Powderly, the
Grand Master of the Knights
of Labor, tried desperately
to halt this ‘novement for
strike action.

He wanted to go no further

than demanding negotiation.
He was just as scared as the

bosses.

He was chef in a kitchen

that was getting too hot for
him.

The 'movement had other
leaders too. Frank Farrell,

New York negro leader,.

brought 60,000 into the ranks.

.Leonora Barry was re-
cruiting thousands of woman
workers.

And to put a little more
heat into the kitchen there
was an organisation develop-
ing that was to become the

American Federation of

Labor, destined to outlive
the Knights of Labor.

It was founded in 1881 as
the Federation of Organised
Trades and Labor Unions

.. At Its -convention- a call

-was -made: for the ‘Nation’s -

workers to rally on 1 May
1886 for the eight hour day’.

The financial barons con-
demed the 1 May plans as a_
communist plot for insurrec-
tion. The Paris Commune of
1871 was fresh in their

-~ minds.

As the day drew close the
bosses tightened up their
organisations. |

Their guards were tramed
in the use of breech-loading
rifles and the Pinkerton
army was hired.

"In the face of this Powder- -
ly tried even harder to sabot-
age the 1 May call.

But ‘his attempts failed.

All over America confer-
ences, meetings and rallies
were giving their support.
The movement grew and
grew.

Some employers. had
already agreed to the shor-
ter working day and workers
were wearing eight-hour
shoes and smoking eight-
hour cigarettes.

In Chicago on Sunda 25
April Albert Parsons and Au-
gust Spies addressed a meet-
ing of 25,000.

The ‘Tribune’ and the Thi-

.Cago newspapers concen-

trated their fire on these two.

‘A communist carcase for
every lamp post’ was the
demand of the ruling class.

The ‘Alarm’ and the
‘Arbeiter-Zeitung’ called on
the workers of Chicago to
prepare to defend them-

- selves.

The ‘Alarm’ in its last
issue before 1 May issued the
following call:

6WORKING MEN TO
ARMS!

WAR TO THE PALACE,

PEACE TO THE COTTAGE

AND DEATH TO LUXU-
RIOUS IDLENESS.

The wage system is the only
cause of the world’s misery.
It is supported by the rich
classes, and to destroy it, -
they must be either made to

work or DIE.

One pound of DYNAMITE is
better than a bushel of BAL-
LOTS!

MAKE YOUR DEMAND
FOR EIGHT HOURS with
weapons -in your hands to

-meet the capitalistic

bloodhounds — police and |
militia — in proper
manner.§

Next week: The First May
Day, Chicago 1886 & The

- Haymarket Martyrs




Iit’s the same old story. B
Steve Cohen. Manchester
Councll Public Relations
Office, £1.00

BUILDING WORKER |

George Roucou has won his
battle against deportation.
Viraj Mendis is still fighting.

Inspired by these and
others — such as Anwar Dit-
ta from Rochdale, Nasira
Begum from Manchester —
immigrants’ grandson and
Mancunian Steve Cohen has
written a timely booklet, as
he says ‘to retrieve the hid-

~den history of immigration

control . . . more impor-

tantly in terms of resistance

to control.’

Tory media hysteria
against immigrants, racist
slurs? It’s the same old
story.

‘“The Unwanted, the Unfed
and the Unemployed’ was
the ‘Manchester Evening
Chronicle’ editori‘al on 19
A{pml 1905, supporting the

Aliens Act ‘because it would
exclude ‘the dirty, destitute,

diseased, verminous and cri-
“minal foreigner.’

Talking about Jewish im-

migrant workers in Man-

chester, ‘Spy’ magazine
1892: . . . these filthy, mis-

“erly vermin, these rats who

are content to abide in their
dirt and rags in the cesspool
of humanity known as the
slums and to exist at making
trousers at 4s 12d a pair to
the exclusion of the British
workmen.

‘These creatures, these
loathsome things, are not
few. They swarm like rats in
the sewers . . .

That the 1mmigrant work-

ers were far from ‘content’,

but fought for better condi-

unsettled’,

tions,
worse.

‘It 1s from the competition
of these pauper aliens that
the British labourer IS re-
duced to want and it is by

their anarchical and,

socialistic opinions that his
lot in life becomes further
, asserted the
‘Stockport Advertiser’ in
1891.

Cohen draws telling com-
parisons between immigra-
tion cases then and now.

- In 1905, a couple and their
son were refused entry from
Russia to join another son

already in Manchester, even

though relatives assured the
authorities they would see
the old coup le did not be-
come a ‘burden’ on the rates.
In 1985, a Bangladeshi was
refused permission to join
his wife.

A tailor who had worked in

Manchester for four years
returned to Russia to bury

" his father. He stayed there

another four years, until he
had saved the money to re-
turn. He was refused re-
entry, on the grounds that he
had been away too long.

That was in 1907. Under
today’s immigration laws,
non-British citizens, even if
permanently resident here,
can be refused re-entry if
away more than two years.

A Bolshevik wanted by the
Tsarist police was sent back
to Russia, just as Viraj Men-
dis 1s threatened with de-
portation to Sri Lanka.

Cohen says immigration
controls are racist. The 1905
law was preceded by agita-
tion from the -antisemitic
British Brothers League and
Tory MPs.

only made things

Fascists and r1ght-w1ng
Tories campaigned, particu-
larly in London and the Mid-
lands, to bring about the 1962
Commonwealth Immigrants
Act — and haven’t stopped
since.

While pointing out that
Tory governments passed
both laws, Steve doesn’t
leave any room for illusions

.- about Labour governments,

or attitudes in the labour

migration of coloured people

from the British Colonial
Territories.’

Although Labour in opposi-
tion attacked the 1962 Act,
three years later a Labour

government was introducing

tighter controls.:

In 1892, the Trades Unlon
Congress demanded im-
migration controls against

fellow-workers. -

In 1958, TUC officials

RIGHT OF ENTRY.
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ALIEN CABIN PASSENGER : “ | am grimingl, dithessed, and lunatic, but | haf my passpert—Ha, ha!™
abh.n pascenger might he & labatic, he nl: bave heeg snnteared for onme offence for which he wald do esiraditad,

h’t‘hh-d ultnhv ¢ madep sbl tbe
ﬂ‘lmhlll

siong of ths Bi)l did sot apply to bim. —Mr Wiaston Cuurchili, Inet

Manchester Evemng Chronicle, 29th June, 1905

movement.

In 1950, Tory MP Cyril
Osborne was demanding
‘separate figures for col-
oured immigration’. But it
was the Labour Cabinet
which set up a' Committee to
review ‘means which might
be adopted to check the im-

ROBSON'S CHOICE

ELECTION fever, which
invariably grips televi-
sion channels long before
it touches the electorate
at large, is with us again
in all its numblng unreal-
ity.

Robin Day, master of the
phoney war, will have a

work-out with the Alliance’s

Tweedle Dum and Tweedle
Dee on Tuesday. On Thurs-
day, one-time-‘left’,
Jonathan Dimbleby, will
waltz with one of the last
men to give physical support
to the miners and their fami-
lies during the year-long
strike, the one and only Neil
Kinnock.

Starting on Tuesday, party
political broadcasts, that
most institutionalised form
of dissembling, will get to
work on yesterday’s broken

- promises and replace them

with new ones better suited
for today. Cynics from War-
dour Street are rumouring
that John Cleese may be
issued with-three different
paper hats this time, and

- invited to represent the three

main parties by rote.
However, what is no

rumour, is that last-minute

plans by the Moscow wing of
the Communist Party to
stand T.G. Healy 1n the safe
Tory constituency of
Beaconsfield, Berkshire,
have been abandoned with-
out any official explanation.
(People in the know think it
may have something to do
with the non-payment of
subs for over 50 years.)

On Saturday, at 2.30p.m.
on Radio 4, you can listen to
Luigil Pirandello’s play The
Rules of the Game and,
Saturday Night Theatre at
Tp.m., Henrlk Ibsen’s An

Enemy of the People, both of
them in stereo sound.

Still with Radio 4, the
Saturday Night Feature at
10.15p.m. could be of in-

terest. It is entitled The Day

London Lost Its Nerve and it
deals with an incident in 1886
when a. meeting called to
protest against the plight of

- the destitute and the home-

less led to mayvhem and
charges of sedition.

On television, the first of a
13 part film series from Po-
land, called Nights and Days
(9p.m., C4), and the Austra-
lian film Gallipoli, by Peter
Weir (10.50p.m., ITV). If you
have already seen i1t watch
The Drowning Pool at
11.15p.m. on BBC2.

On Sunday, at 2.30p.m. on
Channel Four, Ibsen’s Uncle
Vanya with a splendid cast.
Survival Special presents
Perspectives of Paradise on
ITV at 5.30p.m., a close look
at the unique wildlife on the
Galapagos Islands. Joe
Orton’s What the Butler Saw
is on BBC2 at 7.30p.m.

On Monday, on Radio 4 at
3p.m., Arthur Miller’'s All
My Sons. On television, with
stereo radio support, Puccx-
ni’s opera Turandot can be
seen in a live broadcast from
Covent Garden, starting at
7.25p.m. (BBC2).

Eleventh Hour Cinema
(10.20p.m., C4) presents A
Kind of English, the story of
a nine-year-old Bengali boy
living 1n the East End of
London.

Tuesday reminds me of a
remark made to me many
years ago by an elderly lady
who had agreed to contribute
to a programme I was mak-
ing about the BBC. I asked
her what: she thought of the

programmes, generally, and

she replied, specifically:
‘Pap, pap and more pap.’

approached the Tory Minis-
ter of Labour proposing
work vouchers. In Notting
Hill, Labour MP George Ro-

ers blamed black ople for
the race riots of which they
were vicetims.

Cohen reminds us also that

- among anti-immigrant and

The interview ended there.

But if you are a glutton for
punishment, watch Panor-
ama’s treatment of the
Owen-Steel soft-shoe shuffle

at 8p.m. on BBCI.

On Wednesday, at
8.25p.m. on BBC2, the next
programme in the fascinat-
Ing series, Painting with
Light which on this occasion
features the Australian pain-
ter Sydney Nolan.

On Thursday, at 8p.m.
(ITV) This Week interviews
Neil Kinnock — bound to be a
show-stopper. At 9.10p.m. on
Radio 3, What Books 1

Jadwiga Baranska plays Barbara in Nights and Days on
Channel Four Saturday

Please examines the exten-

sive changes Solzhenitsyn
has made to his justly
famous novel, The First Cir-

cle, since he ]omed us in the
‘free world’.

At 10.50p.m. (C4), Soldier
Girls, a documentary about
the training of women re-

cruits in the -US army.

On Friday, at 10.55p.m.
(BBC1), Omnibus presents
Mnchelangelo Revealed, a
documentary- about the res-
toration of Italian master’s
fresco paintings on the ceil-
ing of the Sistine Chapel in
the Vatican, one of the high-
est achievements of the Re-
naissance.

TOM SCOTT ROBSON

viciously antisemitic writers
at the turn of the century
were such ‘socialists’ as
H.M. Hyndman of the Social
Democratic Federation, and
Robert Blatchford of the
‘Clarion’.

Labour historians have
tended to omit mention of
such things. It is a fitting
reproach that in 1980 it was

the National Front’s ‘Spear-
head’ that was able to evoke
‘the obvious patriotism and
candid racialism of these
early socialists’.

There was a fightback. In
1904, a mass rally in
Stevenson
ter, heard Salford councillor
Thompson declare that
‘being a socialist, he recog-

* nised no natlonahty

In Manchester, the J eWish

| Tailors’ Union, the Trades

Council and the Independent
Labour Party were particu-
larly active against controls.

Margaret Bondfield of the

- Shop Assistants and Frank

Brlen nf the Dockers’ Union
were among speakers at a
3,000-strong meeting called
by the Jewish Tailors’ Union
in London in 1902.

Much of the credit for tear-
ing down the racist argu-
ment among trade unionists
may rest with a pamphlet,
‘The Voice of the Aliens’,
written by immigrant trade
unionist Joseph Finn, attack-

ing the TUC antmmmlgrant ..

resolutions.

~ Endorsed by several un-
1ons, the pamphlet was laun-
ched at simultaneous mass
rallies in Leeds and Mile

End, London. A star speaker
at the London rally was

Eleanor Marx.

While acknowledging dif-

ferences between yester-

Square, Manches-

day’s struggles and today’s, h

and between different forms
of racism, Steve Cohen’s

main purpose is to stress the
way immigrant workers are
countinuing a fight for their
rights, and the importance of
such struggles as that of
Viraj Mendis.

Although he has been re-
searching his subject for
some time, (alongside his
practical work as a lawyer
.. immigration cases), Steve
has clearly rushed to pro-
duce this particular little

book as a contribution to the
fight now going on in his

home city.

So I'll excuse him some
faults in style and errors
such as calhng the Bntlsh
Brothers’ League ‘neo-
fascist’ (proto-fasc1st would
be more correct), as I’'m sure
he’ll forgive me for mention-
ing them.

There is also a need for
more analysis than Steve
Cohen provides. Maybe
some more professional
historians around the Left
will -2el stimulated enough
to tackle it, and we Marxists
will deve10p the necessary
revolutionary perspective.

Meanwhile, Steve has

made a contribution to cur-
rent struggles, and as one
who frequently disagrees
with him, I'll give credit
where due

Reproduced at the end .of
the book in its entirety, ‘The
Voice of the Allens still
rings out today, telling in
argument, proud in spirit,
class-conscious, ably expos-
Ing and 1nd1ct1ng the links

between racism and oppor-
“tunism in the labour move-

ment.* The book would be
worth getting for that alone.

Charlie Pottins
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BY ACENTRAL
LONDON BUSWORKER

IN THE Central London bus garage where I
work we carry out maintenance work on about 80
buses. Some of them are very old — 20 years old

in some cases.

Some have been through six engines in their life on
the road. They need constant attention. The newer
ones, the Titans and the Metros, are eight or nine

years old.

Eight of us work a normal
working week (middle shift)

- Monday to Friday, and a

further eight men are on
what we call running shift.

‘Three of them are on duty at

any one time.

We are responsible for
changing engines, gear
boxes, tyres and brake
shoes, and seeing that every
vehicle is tested once every
four weeks by rote, four
buses per day.

Passenger platforms,

handrails and seats are

tested for safety, in addition
to the ysual tests you would
expect with an MOT.

Over years of struggle

with the bosses we have

achieved better working con-
ditions and rates of pay. We
won a 38-hour week with no

‘compulsory overtime.

Four years ago we estab-

lished our right to be paid
London Weighting. We also
- won a claim for extra pay for

unscheduled work — collec-

tive overtime worked at the

garage which is assessed as
a lump sum and shared
equally -among all the en-
gineering staff. .

But today, as Thatcher im-

plements her plan to estab-
lish colonial conditions in the

BY ROY THOMAS

TRANSPORT union leaders
served injunctions on Lon-
don Buses last Monday even-
ing, seeking to prevent Lon-
don Buses from forcing low-
er wages and longer hours on
the drivers at Norbiton
garage.

This legal move taken by
the T&GWU follows the ac-

tion of its London Bus Com-

mittee, who went over the

heads of their regional and

national full-time officers
and visited Ron Todd, the
union’s general secretary, in
his office last week.

At a long and heated ses-
sion of the Central District
Committee on Friday, it was
agreed to suspend the indust-
rial action planned for the

week until the legal action

had begun.

In garage after garage the:

drivers and engineers are
pressing for the industrial

T&G takes London Buses

10 coun

They are also urging light-
ning guerrilla action aimed
at London’s main shopping
centres, which have already
lost millions of pounds as a
result of the London bus
crews’ strike action.

Bus workers must be
warned of the dangers of
suspending industrial action

while they wait for the

judges to come to their aid.

The only weapon they can
rely on 1s the organised
strength of the busworkers
themselves and of those mil-
lions of other workers in Lon-
don who rely on effective and

‘safe public transport.

- Alongside those fighting to
defend the health service,
education, welfare and local
government{ services, Lon-
don bus workers must forge
a united front to face the
common enemy. |

b

action to be stepped up.
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old heartland of empire, all
our hard-won rights are
threatened.

We are being blackmailed
with privatisation unless we
agree to:

1. Return to a 45-hour work-
ing week (including compul- .

sory overtime) which in real
terms means a wage cut of
£7 per week.

2. Loss of London Weight-
ing.

.3..Compullsory shift work
irrespective of how old one
is. ~

4. Actively subsidise our
‘competitors’ in the private
sector. -

The first three points
speak for themselves, but

the last one deserves a fuller

explanation.

Nine months ago we were
ordered to recondition an
eight-year-old Metro. We fit-
ted a new engine,.a new

gear-box, new brake shoes,

new tyres. The coachmakers
resurfaced the interior floor-
ing, the seats were re-
covered, and the bus was

hand-painted inside and out.

The original idea was to
make it available to private
operators for approximately
£10,000, but after they had
judged the mood of the men
in the garage, they cancelled

the plan.

But the im_plications. of
such a plan are extremely
revealing. Consider the

arithmetic: } .

The new engine we fitted
cost £4,000, the gear-box
almost £2,000. Each seat cost
£120 (42 seats to a bus). Each
tyre cost over 100. Shoes and
drums cost not less than
£800. To paint the bus must
have cost as much as paint-
ing the front of a three-

floored terrace house.

This means that our bosses
were prepared to spend at
least £13,240 to prepare a bus
for sale to private operators -
who, having paid only £10,000
for it, would then have put it

on the road to compete
against us! |

- Three years ago most gar--

ages sold off many recon-
ditioned Routemasters to the
private sector on a similar
basis. Has the capitalist

Office of Fair Trading no-
thing to say about this? A
brand new bus would have
cost the private sector cow-
boys at least £90,000!

The truth is that we are
being robbed blind. There is
as yet no record of who is
receiving backhanders for-
these underhand deals, but it
1s Inconceivable that the pri-
vate operators are the only
beneficiaries.) |

For these reasons Lon-
don’s bus workers fully sup- .
port the campaign against -

wage cuts, longer hours and ==

compulsory overtime.

Everyone knows this is‘ -a
fight to the finish. That’s

- why we voted nine to one for

industrial action.

~ Pub
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- SHORTLY after one year’s non-stop
eting, the police have moved the
off the pavement outside the South Afri-

can Embassy under the ‘Public Order

Act’.

The pickets are defying the bah which

............
-----

.....
‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘

ick-
picket

is resulting in multiple arrests. As we go
to press, Tunde Forrest, a black anti-
apartheid activist has been in prison for
over a week for allegedly defying a ban
on his presence outside the embassy.
Every trade unionist and those who
oppose apartheid must defend the right
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61‘ the historic Non-StOp-Picket to demon-
strate outside the embassy.

- Where does the Anti-Apartheid Move-
- ment and the London region ANC stand?

For further information telephone 837- .

ASTMS members support

A LARGE attendance at a fringe meeting during last
weekend’s annual conference of the Association of
Scientific, Technical and Managerial Staffs (ASTMS)
condemned the leadership of TASS (Technical and

Supervisory Staffs) for victimising South African

liberation fighter David Kitson.

Kitson spent 20 years in
apartheid jails for his role in
the armed wing of the Afri-
can National Congress,

| UmKkhonto We Sizwe.

Kitson’s trade union,
TASS, promised that he
would be funded for the rest
of his days through a scho-

larship at Ruskin College.

Kitson told the 80-strong
meeting: ‘I was asked at a
London ANC meeting to de-
nounce the activities of City
Group (Non Stop Picket) but
I wouldn'’t.

‘The machinery was soon
put into operation and I was
suspended from the ANC.’

'Kitson described those
who suspended him as ‘pri-
vileged white South African
exiles’.

He said that an ideological
conflict existed inside the
ANC.

He was right.
The ANC in London, with

BY CHRIS McBRIDE

their fellow bureaucrats in
the leadership of the official
Anti-Apartheid Movement,

"~ are on the side of this conflict

which strives to liquidate in-
dependent working class ac-
tion against apartheid.

Ugly examples of this -
clude opposition to the Non-
Stop Picket of the South Afri-
can Embassy which 1s at
present confronting the state
and its ‘Public Order Act’
after being moved off the

pavement outside the

embassy. -
They show hostility to the
Trade Union Sanctions Cam-
palign because they are
opposed to independent
working class leadership
and anything which they
cannot keep under their
bureaucratic control.

Doing the dirty work
against Kitson for the ANC
and the Anti-Apartheid

David

Movement are various Brit-
ish Stalinist organisations,
chiefly the ‘Morning Star’
supporters In the ‘Commun-
ist Campaign Group’.

The anti-Kitson campaign
1s headed by a ‘Morning
Star’ supporter — the gener-
?;l_'llsecretary ot TASS, Ken

ill. -

Behind a 'barrage of lies

‘and slanders against the Kit-
son family, Gill and his sup-
. porters have. ditched all

trade union principles by let-
ting supposed differences be-
ftween the ANC and Kitson
determine whether Kitson’s
livelihood 1s maintained as
promised.

Kitson told last week’s

.meeting: ‘Ken Gill told my

union organiser that he
opposed my funding because
of my support for City
Group.’ |

He said there is no univer-

sal support for the actions of
the L.ondon ANC and in South

~Africa members were un-
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- satisfied about it but at pre-

sent are toeing the line.
The forthcoming merger

- between TASS and ASTMS

poses a threat to Gill and
company’s decision against
Kitson. This was clearly de-
monstrated by the anger of
participants in the fringe
meeting at the actions of the
Stalinist leaders in TASS.

Although ASTMS leader
Clive Jenkins is united with
Gill on the Kitson issue,
members of ASTMS will
have a better chance of
opposing the actions of TASS
leaders, unlike members of
TASS, whose 1987 annual

‘conference housed only 165 _

delegates.

Kitson finished off his
speech by saying: ‘What we
need is a democratic union
and I hope that ASTMS will
see to iImplementing justice.
This 1s a violation of union

policy by TASS and it must

be opposed.” |




