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Commemoration of Russian Revolution

TROTSKYISTS will commemo-
rate the 70th anniversary of the
Russian Revolution at an inter-
national public meeting on Sun-
day 8 November in London.

The struggle for international
socialist revolution, of which the
1917 victory of the Russian working
class was the first stage, is today
centred on the task of building the
Trotskyist Fourth International
against Stalinism.

The Stalinist bureaucracy, which after
Lenin’s death usurped power in the
Soviet workers’ state, is today shaken by
a profound crisis. What it fears above all
is the developing political revolution in
the Soviet Union and throughout eastern
Europe.

Gorbachev and the bureaucracy as a
whole is terrified by the striving of the
working class to re-establisy Soviet
democracy and get rid of the parasitic
caste which now more than ever
threatens the gains of 1917. Gorbachev’s
response is glasnost — ‘open-ness’ to-
wards Ronald Reagan and other imperial-
ist leaders, and economic reforms which
threaten to undermine the nationalised
economy.

He sees the so-called ‘openness’ in the
press, culture and education as a
valve for the hostility of Soviet workers,
youth and oppressed nationalities to the
bureaucracy. But reports from the USSR
indicate that an uncontroliable flood
threatens to bust the valve. Soviet work-
ers are protesting at the wage cuts and
unemployment caused by economic re-
forms; the struggles of oppressed
nationalities are being expressed in
street demonstrations and riots.

freedom to study the history of the USSR
and the Stalinist terror of the 1930s. For
in such a study lies the key to continuing
the struggle for international socialism
begun by Lenin and Trotsky’s Bolshevik
party, and cut off by Stalin with his
counter-revolutionary ‘theory’ of ‘social-
ism in one country’ and the subordina-
tion of the Communist International to
the counter-revolutionary requirements
of the Soviet bureaucracy.

The aim of the Stalinist terror and the
Moscow Trials — about which Soviet
workers and students are today deman-
ding the truth — was above all to destroy

those Bolsheviks who fought against

Stalin’s bureaucracy for the continuation
of the revolution internationally.

Stalinist terror failed! The Left Opposition
survived the show trials, death squads and
labour camps; it won to its ranks the best
communists, and went forward to form the
Fourth International in 1938.

The Bolshevik struggle was continued
in the struggles of Trotskyists, against
Stalinist repression and against revision-
ism inside the Fl itself. Today it goes
forward in the rebuilding of the Fourth
International as the leadership of the
rqlwolutlonary struggles of the working
class.

Speakers at our meeting will include
Trotskyists from western Europe, from
eastern Europe, from Latin America and
from the middle East; other comrades
struggling against imperialism and
against the bureaucracy will also be
invited on to our platform. (Full details in
future issues of Workers Press). The
Workers Revolutionary Party, being pri-
vileged to host this meeting, invites all
Workers Press readers and supporters to
attend, and extends a warm invitation to
all our international comrades to travel to
London for the meeting.

@® For further details write to WRP, PO
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THE BOLSHEVIK
FIGHT AGAINST
STALINISM LIVES IN
THE FOURTH
INTERNATIONAL

SUNDAY 8 NOVEMBER 1987

KINGSWAY COLLEGE
SIDMOUTH STREET
off GRAYS INN ROAD
LONDON WCI]

DOORS OPEN 12.30p.m.
MEETING STARTS 2p.m.

TICKETS £2 (UNWAGED £1)

Available from PAPERBACKS CENTRES:
28 Charlotte Street, London WC1 or

10-12 Atlantic Road, Brixton, London SW9
FILMS — PHOTOGRAFPHIC EXHIBITION — MEETING

Creche available

Organised by the Prepararory Committee for the
Internationai Confc rence of Trotskyists
Workers Revolutionary Party (Workers Press)
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Especially significant are the demands
by Soviet students and youth for the

Box 735, London SW9 705._

RUSSIAN REVOLUTION

KINNOCK’S message to last
week’s Labour Party Confer-

ence was clear and simple.

As far as he is concerned the Labour
Party will become an SDP look-alike —
this is what his ‘review’ of Party policy

means.
Kinnock will:

® Ditch any commit=

ment to unilateral nuc-
lear disarmament.

® Abandon any pledge to
repeal the battery of anti-
Tory legislation intro-
duced by the Thatcher
government since 1979.
Kinnock said not a word
about the unions in his
entire speech.

® Drop any further
nationalisation propos-
als.

Kinnock’s speech was a
hymn to capitalism. The in-
dustries privatised by
Thatcher will remain priva-
tised.

The policies of the right-
wing were responsible for
the last three election de-
feats. This same right wing

BY THE EDITOR

is using these defeats as the
excuse for a further lurch to

the right.

Kinnock’s plans were pas-
sively accepted by the
majority of the left delegates
present. As the ‘Guardian’
accurately commented last

- Thursday:

‘Few Labour Conferences
can have accepted such a tra-
ditzonally unpalatable ser-
mon with so little demur
. . . when Mr Kinnock told
them they must accept home
0}1{)_nershz'p they took i1t on the
chin.

‘When he told them they
must accept the spread of
share ownership they raised
no objection. When he signal-
led that he wants Labour to
extricate itself from the com-
mitment to unilateralism
they did not bat an eyelid.

‘Something has happened
to the Labour Party that

hardly seemed possible five
years ago.’

WHAT has happened to
the Labour Party? .

There can be no return to
the old ‘caring’ Labour Par-
ty, the Labour Party of the
Welfare State, the Party that
promised to look after the
old and the sick.

The savage decline of Brit-
ish capitalism, the collapse
of much of 1ts manufacturing
base, the loss of great slices
of the former empire makes
this impossible.

Kinnock’s headlong rush
down Thatcher’s ‘people’s
capitalism’ road has been
prepared by the Euro-
Stalinists and their monthly
paper ‘Marxism Today’.
This group has the dubious
distinction of providing the
intellectual baggage for Kin-
nock’s stampede to the right.

Before the last election
prominent Euro-Stalinist
Eric Hobsbawm led those
who called for.a Labour/
SDP alliance to oppose the
Tories.

With the collapse of the
SDP, Hobsbawm has taken
the next logical step and cal-
led for the Labour Party to
embrace openly the policies
of Owen, Jenkins, Williams

and company. Writing in the
October issue of ‘Marxism
Today’ Hobsbawn: says:

‘The third principle is that
modernisation requires a
combination of public control
and planning with markets.
Using markets and private
enterprise will be inevitable
for any post-Thatcherite gov-
ernment, given the privatised
economy in which it will have
to begin operating.’

In other words, adopt
Owen’s ‘social market’ eco-
nomy.

Along with this goes the
open abandonment of any
confidence in the ability of
the working class to fight
Thatcher.

‘If Thatcher wants to go
ahead with any project today,
however unpopular, hopeless
or absurd, imn the short run
there is mothing to stop it.
Thas is as true of the poll tax
as 1t was of the GLC, says
Hobsbawm.

1f the Euro-Stalinists pro-
vide Kinnock’s ideological
ammunition, the pro-Moscow

wing of Stalinism, based on
the ‘Morning Star’, provides
the cover for the Labour left.

Commenting on Kinnock’s
Brighton speech the ‘Morn-
ing Star’ said last week:

‘He poured out a torrent of
words which still left every-
one totally bemused and
without any inkling as to
what he means by a complete
review of the our Party’s
policies.’

Who is the ‘Morning Star’
® Contd. page 5

5,000 SPECIAL FUND

IN SO FAR: £2,740.10

THIS week the Workers Revolutionary Party
launches a campaign for the 8 November
meeting to celebrate the 70th anniversary of
the Russian revolution. This is part of the
work of the Preparatory Committee for the
International Conference of Trotskyists.

It is the most ambitious Party project since
our split with Healy two years ago. We intend ble.
to bring several speakers from overseas to
take part in this celebration and make the rally
a decisive step in building the Fourth Interna-
tional. But we will not realise this ambition
without money. For that we rely on our
members, supporters and readers.

Our Special Fund was established to spear-
head the task of building. the Fourth Interna-

SUcCcess.

® Send donations without delay
- Special Fund, PO Box 735, London SW9.7QS

tional. In the last few weeks the fund has
stagnated. This is a dangerous situation which
must be immediately reversed.

The Fund must be completed by 8 Novem-
ber. Unless Party
their urgent attention and organise special
money-raising events this will not be possi-
e call on every Pa
special sacrifice to give our Fund an immedi-
ate lift. Ask every Workers Press reader and
Party supporter to give as generously as
possible so that we can cover the consider-
able outlays needed to make the rally a real

branches give the matter

member for a

to: WRP
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THE latest 1ssue of ‘Sovyetskaya Rossiya’
official organ of the Soviet Communist Party
Central Commiftee, carries a long article on
Trotsky and Trotskyism. Written by Professor
Vladimir Ivanov, its particular form of
bureaucratic lymg helps us to understand
more precisely the nature of Gorbachev S
glasnost. |

The article is a response to the material pub-

‘lished .in ‘Der Spiegel’ recently, which suggested

that Trotsky would soon be ‘rehabilitated’ by Gor-
bachev. The Ivanov article shows this is im-
possible.

Its author, of course, is no longer able either to
spread the old lies about Trotsky as a ‘fascist
agent’, or merely to pretend that the founder of the
Red Army never existed. Instead he goes back to
the Stalinist distortions of, say, 1927 vintage. Trots-
ky 1s accused of ‘excessive ambition, selfishness

and egoism’. The writer wants his readers to

believe that ‘Trotskyism was 1deolog1cally crushed

- during Lenin’s lifetime’.

Of course this is hlstorlcal rubblsh Trotsky, after

‘many political battles with Lenin within the Party

before 1917, joined him in the leadership of the
October Revolution. He played a leading role both
in the taking of power by the Russian workers, and
in the civil war against the imperialist armies of
intervention.

- Lenin’s last years were devoted to a struggle
against the developing bureaucracy within the
Soviet state and the Communist Party leadership.
In this fight, he was closely allied with Trotsky, and
the enemy of Stalin. One of his last actions was to
add a postscript to the ‘Letter to the Congress’ —
known as ‘Lenin’s Testament’ — calling for Stalin’s
removal from office.

After Lenin’s death in 1924, Stalin, now the leader
of the bureaucratic force within the Party, took
control of the state and party apparatus, and over
the next decade or so smashed all remnants of
Marxism within the Party and the Communist
International. In place of Lenin’s conception that
the Russian Revolution was the first step in the
world overthrow of capitalism, the reactionary
nationalist formula of ‘socialism in one country’
became unquestionable within the Commumst Par-
ties of the world.

Those who contmued the fight for internation_al
communism were expelled, exiled and imprisoned.
In 1929, the shooting of Oppositionists began, rising
to the monstrous crescendo of the ‘blood purges’ of

the 1930s. In 1940, two years after he and his

followers had formed the Fourth International,
Trotsky was murdered by Stalin’s agent, Ramon_
Mercader.

In 1987, Gorbachev has to impress the Soviet
people with the distinction between his ‘openness’
and the rule of Stalin. He cannot any longer avoid
the issue of the historical role of Stalin’s chief
enemy, Trotsky. But to open up this question to
gubllc discussion must pose enormous dangers for

im

For Gorbachev is the leader of that same anti-
soclalist bureaucratic caste which was led in its
usurpation of power from the Soviet working class
by Josef Stalin. The enormous strengthening of the
Soviet industrial power and above all of the Soviet
working class, continually intensifies the crisis of
the bureaucracy

Trotsky fought until the day of hlS assassination
against the conception that the bureaucracy was a
class. This was not a matter of terminology, but
contained the essence of his analysis of the destiny
of the revolution. The bureaucracy was not an
integral part of Soviet society, but a cancerous
growth, a product of imperialist isolation. The
healthy development of the Soviet Union demands
both a political revolution to remove this parasitic
excrescence, and the victory of the socialist revolu-
tion in the 1mpenahst countries.

It 1s precisely because the bureaucracy is not a
viable class that the hlstory of its rise to power in
the 1920s and 1930s is so crucial for it today.
Gorbachev’s accommodation to the pressure of
world imperialism collides with his attempt to head
off the developing movement of the Soviet workers.

More and more, the working class and, above all,

the young people of the USSR will demand the truth

on all these matters. No hack historian will fob
them off with old Stalinist lies.

Trotsky’s writings, especially ‘The Revolution
Betrayed’ and ‘The History of the Russian Revolu-
tion’, will undoubtedly find their way to this genera-
tion of workers and intellectuals, by one means or
another. They will become a powerful weapon in
the movement to get rid of these new falsifiers of
history, and in the building of the Soviet section of
the _Fourth In.tematlonal , -
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Cmun sel defence . vital

BY LOUISE CEROVECKl

li youth by an organised gang of
September has caused outrage
within the Camden li community. Other attacks on
members of the community in recent months include the racist
murder of Abdus Sattar in May and the death of Mohammed

Parkit whiist in police custody.

Last Saturday’s demonstration was called by the Bengali
Workers Action Group (BWAG) and a newly-formed group,
Camden United Asian Youth. The community are alarmed at the
increases in racist attacks and very angry about the police
response. The youth in particular feel that the community is
forced to organise to itself because the police do not

THE STABBING of two
masked white racists on

take these attacks seriously and are not prepared to protect the
Bengali community.

~ AA, Left Out Lesbians and
Party/Workers Press, islington

- The wide suppo

those supporting the demonstration were: The Pakis-

Soent e I Xy o

s

tan Workers Association, Camden Black Workers Group, City

Gays, The Workers Revol
NALGO, Wages for Hom

and the local Labour Party branch.

Over 400 marchers

joined the demonstration whloh ended

with a rally outside the Camden centre.

indicates the strength of feelin
increase in racist attacks in
organise a defence.

- @ For further information contact BWAG or Camden United
Asian Youth (telephone numbers: 01-388 7313, 387 8731).

rt and determination shown by the marchers
within the community about the
mden and the urg_ent need to

Public Order Act used at Wappmg

DELANLEY family supporters and print work-
ers marched last Friday from Butcher Row to
Murdoch’s News International site to protest
at the attempt by Robert Higgins, the TNT
scab driver who killed Michael Delaney on10
January 1987, to overturn a coroner’s jury
verdict of unlawful killing.

Higgins, backed by TNT, the police and Attorney
General Sir Michael Havers, is confirming the role of
scabs in the working class movement. The state has
no intention of prosecuting Higgins, and the family
can't afford a private prosecution, yet Michael Delaney
is dead and East End workers call for justice. In a
revolutionary situation Higgins could be tried by a
workers’ court. That's what should happen, but it won't
wtzile people continue to have illusions in the role of the
state .

We have to break those illusions through the
development of demands which at one and the same
time encapsulate the working class’s feelings for
justice and expose the state’s role. That is why local
people called for the public prosecution of Higgins.
Only ultra-lefts fail to see this demand in its correct

The reality of the state’s attitiude to the campalgn
was revealed in the arrest of four young workers and
the charging of John Rees, a local resident, under
section 11 of the new Public Order Act for allegedly
organising a demonstration without giving the police
seven days' notice.

The significance of this Act is that if you tell the police
then they can ban a demonstration, re-route it, declare
it too large and prosecute organisers if there is any
'serious disorder’. If you don't tell them, they target
demonstrators and known local activists to try and pin
blame on them for having the temerity to participate in

~ Pipe- dreams at SNP con ference

THE CLOSURE of
the Ravenscraig
steel complex  will
be announced next
February and

Lawson said that if
- Ravenscraig were closed

tance from major mar-
kets, the same argument
would - apply to many
other Scottish businesses.

on the grounds of dis-

could be complete
within a year, a
Scottish National
Party executive

member claimed

last weekend.
Former Tory Iain

Lawson- told: the ~SNP -« »
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Scottish Nationalists must
‘prepare for the blggest
fight’ of their lives, he in-
sisted.

- They would get involved 1n
a campaign of civil disobedi-
ence against the Tory poll
tax — scheduled for imple-
mentation north of the bor-
der in 1989 — only if t.here
were a widesprea 3@

¢}

taneouis movenient,
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U mdependence. wadalastlt

party leader Gordon Wilson
m a statement typical of his
careful balancing act be-
tween pulist determina-
tion and legalistic inertia.

Spearheaded by Alex Sal-
mond, MP for Banff and
Buchan and newly-elected
senior vice chairman of the
SNP, the Nationalists be-

lieve that the intensification

of economic crisis, further
Tory cuts in public spending,
and the ineffectiveness of the
trade union and Labour lead-
ership in resisting the des-
truction of the welfare state,
will lead workers in Scotland
to join with sections of the

migidle  ciass empdemandmg
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Mlchaoloolaneys fat!nrholdsupthedeathoerﬂﬂmtewhlchcluﬂym
Michael was unlawtully killed

Salmond describes the

SNP as a moderate left of

centre, consensus’ party,;
and Wilson — a lawyer and
cautious political operator —
envxsages Scottish mde pend-
ence as possxble w1th1n flve

to 10 years’.

Of course this pipe-dream
is being puffed out of the
opiates of the Scottish mid-
dle-class rather than derived
from an analysis of the
forces at work in world capi-
talism or even of the history

of the wor class in ot—
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RENUKABEN LAKHANI,
the young Asian woman
who sought refuge in a
Leicester Hindu Tem-
ple, has won the right to

remain in Britain with

her husband and baby.

" Ina case which is claimed
to have made immigration

history, Home Office Minister
Timothy Renton announced
his decision to allow her to
stay but on ‘an entirely ex-
ceptional basis’.

On 7 August, after a removal

order was issued which meant
that she would be separated

from her 16-week-old daughter -

and her husband Vipin, who is a
British citizen, Renukaben took
sanctuary in the Shree Sanatan
Mandir Temple. Her case was

taken up by local MP, Keith Vaz
~and a community campaign

launched which won the support
of more than 100 organisations.

- On 11 September she left the
temple and placed herself in the
custody of Vaz following min-
isterial assurances that her case
would be reviewed. In his state-
ment, Keith Vaz said ‘The pre-
sent immigration rules need to
be looked at very carefully.’

A campaign spokesperson

added: ‘This is an historic deci-
sion not just for this family but for

other families facing. similar

ordeals. Renukaben, who was
overjoyed by the news, express-
ed her thanks to everyone who
assisted with the campaign.

@ SEE letter page 12
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West Glamorgan firemeninaction

WEST GLAMORGAN firemen
were due to strike from yester-
day against cut-backs in the
Fire Service agreed by the
Labour County Council in a 47
to 11 vote.

been called off because the council
proposed talks on the day before
the strike was due.

~A massive demonstration of 1,500
firemen (see below), supported by bri-
gade delegations from all over the
country lobbied the council as they met

This action has now

BY MARIAN BURROWS

last Friday, determined to resist prop-
osals which will mean the loss of 40
full-time jobs and the closure of three
fire stations in the county at West
Cross, Swansea Central and Neath.

Councils throughout the country have
drawn up reorganisation plans under
Home Office instructions but elsewhere
counter-representations by the FBU
have forced withdrawal of cut-backs.

In West Glamorgan, councillors have
decided on confrontation, apparently

‘Green Goddesses’, not seen since the
1977 strike, have been dusted down and
made ready for service as a work-to-
rule has failed to halt threatened imple-
mentation.

Chairman of the Public Protection
Committee, Frank Evans and Chief
Fire Officer, Jim Windsor claim the
changes which involve centralisation of
services will improve cover. But FBU
brigade secretary, Peter Snell, with the
backing of national officers as well as
the entire brigade, 1s adamant that
‘peoples lives and those of fire fighters

will be put at risk if the proposals go

Lambeth Council
~ votesforcuts

3 BY ED HALL

LAMBETH Council’s Policy and Re-
sources Committee, chaired by the
Labour Group leader Linda Bellos, has
approved a package of cuts to achieve
savings of £40 million next year.

A further £20 million of cuts is required by
government legislation. |

with full Home Office approval.
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Docklands development
can’t keep unions out

DESPITE efforts to keep the
unions out of the Docklands
Development in London
there was a majority in a
vote for union recognition by
the 110 staff at the Docklands
Light Railway Company.

Nevertheless the manage-
ment refuses to negotiate
saying that although there
was a majority of votes (47 to
11), it does not constitute

ever 50 per cent o f the work- ,

ferce.

The EETPU is campaign-
ing hard to encourage the
workers to vote in a second

ballot for that union to repre-

sent them.

It seems that the inai-
vidually selected workers
are not haligy with their lot.
Can it be that they are ex-
pected to work at great

speed .for low: wages, and -

much discipline? . -

Air traffic controllers may black city
' airport |

FIRST it was Murdoch set-

ting up his scab printing op-
eration at Wapping. Then the
Docklands Light Railway
bosses made.it clear they

don’t want trade ‘unionism.

Now air traffic control
assistants have been
angered to learn that Mow-
lem, operating the new Lon-

ing its own staff to do their
work. |

Assistants at air traffic
control centres in and
around London, who are
members of the Civil and
Public Servants’ Association
(CPSA), have refused to
handle flight plans or in-

 the néw Lon-  formation, connected. with -
don City airport, interids'hir- " th : ‘

€ new airport.

The details of mechan-
isms to achieve the £152
million for next year re-
quired by rate-capping
have not as yet been
tabled.

The committee was lob-
bied by some 200 trade un-
ionists, tenants, those in the
community and in the ward
parties.

The meeting was moved to

“the council chamber, but had

to move again to the council
chamber ante-room amid a
blast of whistle-blowing —
part of a demonstration
against the council decision
to break manifesto prom-
ises.

The meeting took 12 mi-
nutes to vote through papers
which approved: '

@® reductions in staff of
1,000: that is, to 9,400 by 31
March 1989, to be achieved
by ‘strict limitation on re-
cruitment’;

@® rent increases of £2.50
from 1 April 1988;

@ extensive reorganisations

and reviews of ‘non essential

expenditure’; and

® cuts to the grant funded
sector.

A method of accountancy

‘still open to the council, capi-
talisation (taking money

from house-building and us-
ing it in the revenue
account), will continue and
possibly increase.

The Lambeth fightback
campaign met following the
committee meeting, to hear
reports from those council-
lors in the meeting who
voted against.

The Labour group has de-

cided there is no possibility

of a fight, and to campaign
against cuts would men,
‘Jobs and services would go

in a disorganised and chaotic
way’.

Like Labour councils
throughout London, Lam-
beth council will now
attempt to organise the cuts.
It is extraordinary that it
still intends to campaign
against them, and has asked
the unions to join this cam-
paign. .

The council has taken th
view that even if the govern-
ment wanted, it could not put
more money into Lambeth,
as it is confined by its own
laws.

It must view the disqual-
ification of 31 Lambeth coun-
cillors only 18 months ago as
some Interesting historical
martyrdom, unconnected
with the principles of the
provision of jobs, services to.
those who must require them
and the right of the London
boroughs to assess their own
needs and be given the right
to provide for them.

In one evening Lambéth

“council has moved into isola-

tion. It will not find support
for its policies, they are not
those the people of Lambeth
voted for in May 1986, and
they do not represent the
clear demands of the unions.

The ‘new realism’ and the
‘sensibilism’ of Margaret
Hodge, chair of the Associa-
tion of London Authorities, is
only the currency of Labour
politicians who have now to
excuse their considerable
political shift.

Fightback campaigns in-
cluding councillors who will
not vote for cuts will show
the London councils that
they have turned their backs
on working people in error
and that they should reflect
how .willingly the media
acepts the renegade into the
establishment fold.
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[ BY BERNARD FRANKS

THE FLEXIBILITY prop-
osals drawn up jointly

by the engineering em--

ployers and unions pre-
pare the ground for a
huge new job-cutting
exercise to apply
throughout the industry.

It will rest on a total res-

tructuring of working
methods and hours to en-

able a vastly reduced work-

force to more than cover all
existing production levels
by working only when,
where and however

In the course of its introduc-

tion, rights conditions and.

trade union positions won in 100
years of struggle would simply

be thrown away. -

Since 1979, 2 million jobs have
disappeared from the industry in a
process primarily involving the un-
ion leaders’ collusion with Tory

- government policies. According to

the employers, 22,000 more will

disappear from engineering manu- |

facturing this year alone.
The implication is that even

more jobs will gc if their new plan

is rejected. In fact the aim of
flexibility is to raise work intensity
so that four workers can cover the
work of five, three of four and so
on.

On this basis the horrific job loss

| for 1987 will be no more than a

starter for ten times as many over
the three-year period the agree-

ment is to run.

If not thrown out, the ‘Final
Proposals’ of 27 July 1987. drawn
up between the Engineering Em-
ployers Federation (EE¥) and the
Confederation of Shipbuilding and
Engineering Unions (CSEU), wiil
apply to all manual workers em-
ployed in federated engineering
establishments whether employed
on daywork, nightwork, shiftwork,
or on other methods of working.

Joint consultation and problem
solving are proposed — but what
for?

- Certainly not to protect liveli-
hoods. The aim is, on the contrary,
to involve the workforce in the
process of increasing its own work-
load and eliminating its own jobs.

Under the heading ‘Employee

| Involvement — Joint Recom-

mendation’, the agreement states:
‘The purpose is to enlist the con-
structive participation of em-
ployees in promoting the produc-
tivity, competiveness and prosper-
ity of the undertaking in which
they work.’

True, an important role is re-
served for the unions. However, it
is not the traditional one of defend-
ing their members but one of im-
posing and policing the employers’
requirements.

Under the title ‘Efficient Use of
Human Resources’, it is the CSEU
itself which specifically recom-
mends that:

‘The unions will use their best

- endeavours to secure the elimina-

tion of job demarcations between
members of different umions se

~ that tasks are performed accord-

ing to a person’s capabilities and
not according to his/her union
membership.

‘The union will not object to the
use of tools and equipment associ-
ated with the job by supervisors or
technicians where necessary and
appropriate.

‘Though employees will normal-
ly be employed on their primary
tasks the unions agree that they
should be prepared to perform any
tasks commensurate with their
training and capabalities.’

In these respects the EEF in-
tends to supply the necessary multi

skill training and the unions will

urge their members to take advan-
tage of it. |

Clearly there is an unwritten
implication here of a movement
towards single union agreements
along the lines of that between the
EETPU and Murdoch of Wapping
at means for jobs and

.- - .
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'Engineering flexibility

Unions help
employers draw

up slave labour

Hours of work

THE plan to introduce flexible
working times is tied to a
promise to cut the working
- week from 39 to 37-and-a-half

hours. | .
This i1s to be achieved In two

stages of 45 minutes each. The first -

will occur sometime between 1
November 1988 and 1 May 1989 on a
date to be agreed by each com-
pany. The second will follow 12

months after.

Union leaders have claimed that
the shorter working week will lead
to more jobs to cover the previous
output. |

That story is blown apart by the
plan itself: ‘This domestic agree-
ment must be such as to ensure
that production levels will be main-
tained at least at existing 39-hour
levels and that costs are not in-
creased as a result of reducing the
working week.’ .

Then comes the real sting in the
tail: ‘The unions accept that the
fullest possible use must be made
of existing and new plant and
machinery and that the employer
shall- establish the production
hours of the plant and machinery
on a weekly, monthly, quarterly or
annual basis as appropriate in the
establishment up to 2a maximum of
168 hours per week [that’s the total
hours in a week].’

In this regard — ‘the hours may
be spread evenly or unevenly over
the week.” Also, any failure at
company level to agree start and
stop times will leave it as the
‘responsibility of management to
determine the times that shall
apply.’ -

So much for ‘joint consultation’!

As if this had not covered all
possible aspects of flexible times
the parties have also agreed that
weekly working hours may be
varied on an annual hours or other
basis to accommodate seasonal or
other fluctuations in the flow of
work to establishments.

Also, where production needs
cannot be accommodated within

.. the flexibility allowed by these
"/ clauses ‘thé employer may deter-":

.

.. limitation- by : R |
a)strictly enforcing amaximum of

shiftworking to suit the particular

- meeds of the establishment or part

of the establishment.’

Meanwhile, for many already on
shifts there will not even be a cut in
hours because those working at or
below 37-and-a-half hours will not
have their hours reduced further.

Nor need they expect the unions
to look for such a cut. The agree-
ment states: ‘No claim for a furth-
er reduction in working time to be
made before November 1991.°

Flexi-schemes |
FLEXITIME systems

appeared in the late 1960s and .

were said to benefit workers by
giving them some licence to
come and go as they pleased
around a central ‘core’ time.

In practice the schemes enabled
employers to grab back lateness —
it had to be worked off some other
time in the week — and cut over-
time by staggering the working
day or week to suit production
needs. |

Such flexibility proved wholly to
the employers’ benefit.

Since then the position in Japan
has come to light here. Already
with no fixed working week, the
deregulation of the work day cou-
pled with new flexi-schemes is
turning the combined working day
and overtime into regular hours
for extremely low paid Japanese
workers.

This procedure is about to be
legalised in a new ‘Labour Stan-
dards Law’ which the Tories may
well see as a model for Britain
should the system appear to be
gaining ground in several indus-
tries here.

With flexitime, production can
be covered in normal working time
because any time is normal time.

The company’s wage bill will be
cut and so will the earnings of
workers whose basic pay is so low

that they have to rely heavily on

overtime to live.

Measures are included in the
engineering deal to

MAGNANIMOUSLY
‘agreement promises to hold to

65 hours overtime 1n any 1s weeks,

b) requiring that the parties ‘com-
mit themselves to the most cost-
effective manning levels and the
elimination of unnecessary over-
time, including such practices as
‘“one in all in”.’

Pay
the

the national minimum wage
rate for 39 hours for the new
37-and-a-half hour week.

At least In the 1960s when em-
ployers wanted to introduce pro-
ductivity deals — to increase out-

put and take out jobs — they tried

to buy them in-with the offer of
J0-per-cent and even 60-per-cent
bonuses. Today, the promise is
that there will be ‘no loss of pay’ in
return for the huge increases in
productivity expected. |

Not, of course that there $hould
be any strings to pay increases or
any trade-off of jobs and conditions
for cash. But this does reflect the
confidence the employers have in
today’s trade union leadership to
get them all they want without
costing them a penny.

Decasualisation

IN FACT the unending trade
union struggle for rigid, reg-

ulated working times and for -

decasualisation has been an
Important one against systems
which wreck health, destroy

family life and drastically cut |

the hivelihood while turning the
worker into a living appendage
of the workplace. -

Now a bunch of right-wing union
leaders, who see their job as one of
running an employers’ enforece-
ment agency are hell-bent on
throwing away a century of gains

in favour of turning each work-

force into a pool of cheap and
casual labour.

It is an inherent aspect of capi-
talist production that it must re-
volutionise and rationalise itself
continuously to raise productivity
and lower unit prices of its pro-
ducts below the general level.

As Karl Marx long ago pointed
out, it finds no point in this process
unless the workforce is cut re-
latively (to output) or absolutely.
But as every other firm is doing the
same, it 1s a never-ending process.
even where near-monopolies and
price ‘agreements’ exist.

~Many firms ciosing plants and
applying mass sackings today are

- not going out of business but are

clearing the decks for a new round
of modernisation and intensifica-
tion of labour which they expect to
lead to record sales and record
profits. |

Time was when trade unions had

- a built-in commitment not only to

fight out the continued struggle to
defend workers’ pay, conditions
and jobs but also to battle for a
different social system, where pro-
duction for profit is replaced by
production for social need and the

accelerating rat race is brought to -

an end.

There 1s.clearly. an urgent need
to replace the current batch of
union leaders, whose sole motiva-

tion is collaboration with em-

ployers, with members pledged to
socialist ideals. - | .,

® Throw out the flexibility deal!
@® For a shorter working week
without strings!

@ Throw out the traitors who want
to give away hard-won rights and
conditions! -

® Commit the unions to the fight

for socialism, not the defence of

capitalism!

apply this

" Youth for Socialism

. SUNDAY 11 OCTOBER, 12 NOON-
Brixton Recreation Centre, Station Road, London SW9

Solidarity with the s

Britain young people face more unemp

truggles of young people
in South Africa and internationally!

Build Youth for Socialism!

YOUNG people, whether in South Africa, Ireland or in Britain, are in the forefront of the
struggles of the working class against unemployment, poverty and oppression. Here in
loyment, more racism, and an onslaught

~against their basic rights under the Tory govemment. |
The Manpower Services Commission (MSC) is being expanded to supply more

cheap youth {abour. This is the pu
school-leavers, and the ‘work for

rpose of the compulsory two-year
_ your dole’ Job Training
25-year-olds. At the same time, higher and further education is bei

S for
Scheme for 18- to
cut, and schools

are being brought more closely under Tory control. The Tories' efforts to divide the

working class — unemp

loyed teenagers

fromy adult frades unionists, black from white

— are being assisted by the Labour leaders and bureaucrats who refuse to fight this

government.

Youth for Socialism is fighting to build a .
against the Tories and the labour traitors. Central to
of young people interationally — like the

working-class youth in the fight

this is the building of solidarity with

youth movement which will mobilise

South African youth fighting apartheid and Irish youth opposing the occupation of their

by British

troops. At our meeting on Sunday October 11 in London, we hope to

country
- bring Youth for Socialism members together with young people who are fighting for

union rights and against MSC scabbing,
with intemational struggles.

fighting racism, and fighting to build solidarity

Come to our raeeting. Fill in the form below.  (Tickets £1) |
| wish to have more information about Youth For Socialism/come to the meeting

.....................................................................
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--------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------
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threat, another danger is
disease caused by con-
taminated drinking water.

About a million homes
have been destroyed. A
relief worker said around
2,000 people are sieeping
on Dhaka railway station.
People were showing
great resilience. He had
seen people on the roofs
of flooded homes in the

THESE LADS rescuing
their livestock are among
millions who have been
made homeless by the
floods in Bangiladesh.
Continuing heavy rains
mean worse flooding is to
come |

it is estimated the floods
have destroyed three mil-
lion tons of rice and wheat
crops. Besides the famine

2% A

delta, washing their
clothes.

For the Ershad regime,
the floods were not with-
out benefits. A hartal
(general strike) in August
had marked growing
opposition, which has
temporarily suspended
activity because of the dis-
aster. Conscious that the
regime is under threat, the

army is keen to be seen
directing relief operations.

Behind the ecological
disaster, one cause was
the greed of capitalist tim-
ber interests over years,
destroying forests to the
north of the country, caus-

ing soil erosion there and
silting up of the river delta’

which makes flooding
worse.
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Tamil leader, 23,

fasts to death

LEADING Tamil figure in Sri Lanka, Amarthilingam
Thileepan, died a martyr on 26 September in Jaffna,
after fasting twelve days to force attention on his
people’s disappointment and concern at what has
happened since the Indian government’s ‘peace’
accord with Sri Lanka. |

News of his death released
growing frustration and an-
ger. As black mourning flags
were raised around Jaffna
and surrounding villages,
Tamil women and children
gathered outside Indian
army camps to show their

| BY CHARLIE POTTINS

to state-aided Sinhalese set-
tlements in the North and
East of Sr1 Lanka, the tradi-
tional Tamil homeland.

They accused the
Jayawardene government of
failing to keep its obligations
under the accord with India,
and Rajiv Ghandi’s Indian
government of failing in its
assurances to them that
these would be kept.

On Sunday 27 September,
Indian troops opened fire on
Tamil demonstrators setting
fire to a bus near Batticaloa,
according to police reports,
wounding at least three peo-
ple. It was the second time
within days that troops of the
10,000-strong Indian
‘peacekeeping’ force had
opened fire on Tamils.

feelings.

Amarthilingam Thileepan
was 23 years old. A leading
political thinker with the Li-
beration Tigers of Tamil
Eelam, he had undertaken
his hunger strike although he
was seriously wounded in the
stomach in a clash with Sri
Lankan troops earlier this
year. |

Behind this fast until death
— SATHYAGRAHA, in Indi-
an nationalist tradition —
was the strong feeling
among the Tamil freedom
fighters that having been
persuaded to surrender their
-arms under Indian pressure,
they had been betrayed.

The Tamil Tigers deman-
ded removal of Sri Lankan
military garrisons from
their schools and villages,
disbanding of the Sinhala
Home Guards, whom they
accuse of murdering and ter- ment to agree to Tamil de-
rorising civijians, and a halt mands. "
m
® From page

trying to kid? There was no
ambiguity in any word Kin-
nock spoke.

- Indian High Commissioner
Mani Dixit had remarked on
hearing of Thileepan’s death
the previous day that it was
the Tamil Tiger’s responsi-
bility. He claimed the Indian
government was trying to
get the Sri Lankan govern-

able to deal with the low
wages, collapsing social ser-
vices, declining health provi-
sions and appalling housing

At Brighton Kinnock told that millions of le in this
the left: whatever you think, country face eﬂ’,ﬁ‘}g dav of
Humpty Dumpty can’t be their lives. "

put back together again.

The working class is faced
with the following situation:
® The only unions the capi-
talist class will tolerate are
those like Hammond’s: elec-

This is a situation :hat ev-
ery member of the Labour
Party who wants to fight for
socialism has to consider.

We ask all such workers to

-ty - and join the- Workers Re-

@® The Labour Party leaders volutionary Party.

no longer even pretend to be

~ break from the Laboui Par- |

After recent incidents in
the Tamil areas in which
more than a hundred young
people were killed, the Tamil
Tigers have denied trying to
crush other Tamil organisa-
tions. Many suspect the Indi-

an Intelligence services of
engineering clashes to break

up the Tamil movement.

Tamil Tiger commander
Velupillai Prabhakaran ac-
cused India’s Research and
Analysis Wing (RAW) of
bringing groups it had
armed and trained to fight
the Tigers. The Indian High
Commission said this was a
‘mischeivous’ allegation.

Following talks between
Indian High Commissioner
Dixit and Prabhakaran last
weekend, Dixit told Presi-
dent Jayawardene that the
Tigers had agreed to support
the accord, and would end

- their hunger strikes and

other opposition, once the in-
terim administrative council
for the North and East had
been ‘established.

As the main force that has
fought for an indepedent
Tamil Eelam, the Tigers and
their allies in the Eelam Re-
volutionary Organisation ex-
pect a majority in the coun-
cil, which is to run the re-
gions until elections.

However, if the Sri Lankan
government continues its
Sinhala colonisation prog-
ramme, reminiscent of Zion-
ist policies in the occupied

Palestinian territories (Sri

Lanka has employed Israeli
advisers, in fact), then a Ti-
ger-led council is bound to
clash with the government.

® Tamils in London held a
vigll outside the Indian High
Commission last Sunday in

honour of Amarthilingham

Thileepan, and to back de-
mands that the military rep-
ression, intimidation and

colonisation in Tamil areas

be halted.

WOMEN'’S organisations in In-
dia have called on federal In-
formation Minister Ajit Kumar to
ban shooting of a film based on
John Master’s ‘The Deceivers'’ in
northern Rajasthan state, be-
cause it depicts suttee, the prac-
tice of wives throwing them-

selves on the husband’s funeral

pyre. |

People were shocked recently
to hear that 18-year old Roop
Kanwar, a Rajasthan widow,
had committed suttee on 4
September, sitting cradiing her
husband’s head amid the
flames. The custom was thought
to have been eradicated a cen-
tury ago.

Women marched on the gov-

emment to show their outrage,
and demand action. Some forty
people from Roop Kanwar's
home village have been
arrested since then, on charges
that they connived at suttee.

A
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" Release jailed

-~ Korean trade
“unionists!

ENGINEERING and
metal workers around the
world have been urged to
take up the cases of fel-
low workers arrested in
South Korea in the strug-
gle for free triade unions.

In a message to 170 affili-
ated unions, the Internation-
al Metalworkers’ Federation
says:
~_ ‘Since the beginning of
September, there has been a
wave of arrests aimed at
removing elected leaders of
the newly-formed unions
representing workers in the
Daewoo car company (which
is 50 per cent-owned by the
American automobile multi-
national, General Motors)
and in Ulsan, the industrial
city dominated by Hyundai
Heavy Industries.’

. The Geneva-based federa-
fion says it is particularly
concerned over the fate of
Kwon Young Mok, union
leader at the Hyundai engine
plant, and Lee Hyung Gon,
president of the Federation
of Hyundai industrial unions.

‘The strike wave which

erupted in July, affecting

hundreds of companies, and
backed with factory occupa-
tions and mass demonstra-
tions, has brought a rapid

- growth in trade unionism.

Doubled.

A metalworkers’ federa-
tion mission which went
from Tokyo to see how South
Korean unions were getting
on reported that the metal-
workers’ union affiliated to

the Federation of Korean

Trade Unions had doubled
its membership in six weeks.

Union leader Jung Sik
Min, said recently that the
union had organised more
than 200 factories since the
strike wave broke out, and
an average of ten new plants
a day were being unionised.

In many places, workers
rejecting previously existing
tame unions have success-
fully organised new unions to
fight for their rights.

Until the repressive right-
wing regime was forced to
concede its ‘Democratisa-
tion Statement’ at the end of
June, repressive laws,
security police and military-
style management had let

capitalist monopolies estab-
lish huge modern industries,
with ‘Third World’ sweat-
shop pay and conditions, free
from union interference.

The economy so much
admired by Margaret
Thatcher rests on the backs
of super-exploited workers

- often having to a 70 or 80-

hour week, for low pay, mak-
ing huge profits for the
chaebols, as the industrial
combines are called. |

Study

A study carried out for the
International Metalworkers’
Federation earlier this year
found a shipbuilding worker
in South Korea had to work
three times as long as his
Taiwanese equivalent to
earn enough to buy a pound
of beef. |

He would have to work
three times as long as a
Japanese worker to bhuy a
car, and three times as long
as a shipyard worker in Sing-
?lpore to be able to rent a

at. -

Lee Byung Chull, chair-
man of the Samsung group,
said he wou'd sooner shut
down his entir= chaebol than
accept union organisation.
At Hyundai, the workers
held company founder
Chung Ju Yung captive in his
office till he agree to listen to
their demands. -

A shipyard worker and a
carworker were killed when
riot police attacked demon-
strations, and the govern-
ment has been arresting
trade union activists and
organisers. |

Calling on unions through-
out the world to ‘express sup-
port and solidarity for their
brothers and sisters in
Korea’, International Metal-
workers’ Federation general
secretary Herman Rebhan
says they are at a ‘historic
turning point’ in the struggle
for political democracy and
economic justice.

‘We demand the immedi-
ate release of all arrested
strikers, the opening of nego-
tiations for full union recog-
nition, wage increases and
reduction in working time
corresponding to world
norms and the profitability

of Korean industry, and the
lifting of censorship in the
Korean media on union

activity in Ulsan.’

F

by the military rulers.

Fi1ji’s capital Suva was

under strict curfew last
week, with soldiers manning
roadblocks, after reaction-

ary Colonel Sitiveni Rabuka

staged his second coup in
months, ‘effectively displac-
ing the Queen’s governor-
general, Ratu Ganilau, and
- saying he might proclaim a

republic.

Fiji’s prime minister

Timoci Bavadra, deposed
with his elected Labour gov-
ernment 1n May, is still
being held in jail, along with
several of his ministers. The
mayor of Suva and several
Journalists are also among

those being held.

O Iy the countryside, ,wark:
+ by, OFS have. 'ern

staying away
from the sugar fields in re-

Standing
b‘etmla%_ _
'‘Queen’s ‘'man Ghhilau, a pa-

ijicoup—
workers act

TRADE unionists in Au-
stralia and New Zealand
have blacked Fijian car-
go in solidarity with Fi-
jian workers, whose un-
ion leaders are being held

sistance to the military take-
over and racist attacks.

Second

British-trained Colonel
Rabuka staged his second
coup to prevent a constitu-
tronal compromise and
further his stated aim of de-

priving Fijian Indians of

political rights.
Behind his policy is a ra-

cist secret society, Taukei,

which is using terror tactics
against the Indian commun-
ity. At a youth conference
organised by the Army,
which is suspected of orches-
trating the anti-Indian
attacks, Captain Isikeli
Mataitoga said their aim
was ‘to restore Fiji to the

Fijians’.

The landowning Great
Council of Chiefs, a leftover
from colonial backwardness,
is also involved, notwith-

n’, thé éolonel and

issues of legitimacy

-ramount chief. Captain

Mataitoga is a member of
the Governor-General’s
staff, and Ratu Ganilau’s son
Captain Afreti Finau was a
speaker at the same youth
rally.

Labour

Brought to the islands as
cheap labour for the planta-
tions, the Indians have be-
come an established part of
the Fijian working class, and
also formed a shopkeeping
middle class. The over-
thrown elected government
reflected an alliance of the
labour movement and Indian
middle class.

Fij)i’s Labour government
was also an annoyance to US
imperialism, having adopted
a policy opposing nuclear
bases and fleet visits. This
has led many to suspect that
while Colonel Rabuka is pur-

| *suingc,his own . alnbiﬁon, he
.has-also had CIA encourage-

‘ment. -
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 British ki
~ Beirut carn

AMERICA’s Central Intelligence
Agency (CIA) hired an ex-SAS

“mercenary to carry out a car-

bombing that killed 73 innocent
people and wounded hundreds
more, it has been revealed.

The car-bombing in Beirut in Marc.h

1985 resulted from an order by Ronald

Reagan authorising the CIA to carry out
so-called ‘pre-emptive’ murders of peo-

ple considered a threat to US imperialist |

Interests.

According to a new
book by American in-
vestigative journalist
Bob Woodward, whose
Wate'gate exposures
helped bring down
President Nixon, it
was late CIA chief Wil-
liam Casey who per-
suaded Reagan to au-
thorise the operation,
then got the Saudi reg-

ime to arrange and pay

for it.

The target was Sup-
posed to be Sheikh Fad-
lallah, a Shi’ite Moslem

religious leader whom

the US intelligence agen-

ey was blaming for
~attacks on US targets In
the Middle East.

But he escaped injury, and
according to Woodward was
ater bribed wy tne Saudis
instead. -

Hundreds of ordinary
Lebanese citizens who hap-
pened to be passing in the
street at the time of the
bombing at Fadlallah’s
headquarters were not so
fortunate.

Woodward says the Beirut
bombing was arranged after
talks with Saudi Arabia’s
ambassador in Washington,
Prince Bandar bin Sultan.
Casey wanted to avoid a
direct US link being trace-

“able. | |

‘The Saudis came up with
an Englishman who had
served in the British Special
Alr Service. The man
travelled extensivelv in the
Middle East, and wentin and
out of Lebanon from another
Arab state. He would be an

ideal leader for a sophisti-.

cated operation.’

The English hired killer
set up ‘operational compart-
ments’ to carry out different
parts of the bombing opera-
tion, none of them linked
with each other except
through him, Woodward
says.

Lebanese intelligence
officers were hired by him to
carry out the actual
bombing.

ller’s

 Besides exposing the worl-
dwide terrorist activity of
US imperialism’s agents, in-
cluding CIA . operations in
Western Europe, Wood-
ward’s book, ‘Veil: The Sec-
ret Wars of the CIA’, has

* once again pointed up the

threat posed by British pro-
fsci‘fgional killers from the

Millionaire mercenary
boss Major David Walker,
whose KMS company was
used in ClA-backed contra
operations against Nicar-

“agua, and whose other firm,

Saladin, provides body-
guards to Saudi prince Ban-
dar, has let it be known
through his lawyers that
‘neither he nor anyone con-
nected with him" had any-
thing to do with the Beirut
bombing.

Labour MP George Foulkes
last week called for an ur-
gent inquiry into the facts
raised by Woodward, and
said the ex-SAS bomber
should be identified and pro-

“secuted.

WORKERS PRESS says
the labour movement must
investigate the intelligence
services, turf out the CIA
and its agents, and smash
the SAS and its private-hire
offshoots! |

THE warmongers

of the Islamic reg-
~ime in Iran are

now celebrating
seventh
anniversary of this
criminal war
which continues to
canse enormous
destruction of hu-
man aund material
assets in two coun-
tries much in need
of all the very
scarce resources
that they possess.

It is estimated that
there has been so far
over half a million
deaths and probably
more than a million

permanent injuries be-
cause of this war.
In Iran, 'vhere the hu-

man suffering has been
more widespread, there

“is hardly a neighbour-

Statement by the
Campaign Against Repression
in Iran (CARI)

hood in which some fami-

.1y has not suffered a loss.

The extent of the mate-
1'21 damage is said to be
at least $500 billion.

Both countries would have:

to export their oil at full
canacity for the next 20

years simply to recover the:

i 1terial losses. And there is
no end in sight.

Without for a moment
forgetting the reactionary
role of the Iragi government,
who are at least equally guil-

-ty of having started this war,
‘it is, however, the Iranarian

regime which shows no in-
tention of ending it.

Its very survival depends
on its ability te constantly
turn tens of thousands of Ira-
nian youth into cannon fod-
der for the war fronts.

The social and economic
crisis in Iran caused by the
reactionary policies of the
clerical regime can only be
justified by continuing with
this war. |

Furthermore, the very
political stability of the reg-
ime depends on its policy of
keeping its forces of repres-
sion such as the Pasdaran

Reds making the beds?_ '

SOUTH AFRICA’s white ladies
have been u to be alert in
case the Black houseservants
are really Red subversives
plotting the end of civilisa-
tion-as-we-know-it, that’'s to
say capitalism and apartheid.

‘You, as a passive madam
$slc), could unwittingly be a
eliow-traveller of the com-
munists-Marxists-radicals,’
warns an alarming 12-page
booklet put out by ‘Women for
South Africa’, a body prob-

ably not unconnected with.

state security organs.

- Accusing the African
" National Congress of wanting
» to- imposé . ‘a Marxist
cin> an - im

tyrariny
paverished: South
Africa’ where Christians “will

be persecuted,” the bookiet

urges the patriotic duty of
white women to interrogate
the servants on their political
attitudes. - |

Madam should explain to
the domestic staff that Com-
munists are ‘dishonest white

ple who live across the
sea,” and that under commun-
ism black people would be
‘mere slaves without posses-
sions’. Unlike their present
prosperity, of course.

Meanwhiie, white madams
already nervous enough ab-
out the growing threat to their
possessions have been tak-
ing it out on their black ser-
varits with ‘increasihg vio-

lence.' And the: latter have
- been organising into a anion.

Army and all the various
vigilante groups fully mobil-
ised and ready to strike

" against every section of the

population. . :
The best way of justifying
the enormous resources that
have to be spent for their
upkeep is to continue with
the war. It was not by acci-
dent that Khomeiny called
this war ‘a godsend’. |

BECAUSE of this crimin-
al war every conceivable
form of hardship is being

imposed on the already

poverty striken popula-
tion. ~

In an oil-rich country, all
the basic items of foodstuff
are rationed and every
housewife has to spend hours
in queues simply to obtain
the daily necessities.

The youth are forcibly
drafted inio the army anc
parents ‘induced’ througl
every possible means to senc
their children to the fronts

And when all else fails, the
repressive forces of the mul
lahs organise raids in buse:
and schools to search fo!
possible victims for their cri
minal war:.

Because of this many are
‘orced into seeking exile
abroad. Workers are forcec
to give part of their meagre
wages for the war effort:
and any protest against the
continuation of the war I
brutally suppressed.

RIGHT-WING govern
ments in the West such as
Thatcher’s or Reagan’s
are also not interested ir
bringing this war to ar
end. |

Despite all the recent rhe
toric they have constantly
supplied both sides with the
necessary armaments tc
continue this criminal war.

As long as no side wins anc

as long as their interests.are .
_not_threatened, ‘they wotlc".
“prefer them to bleed eaclh
other to death, .This weulc .

STOP IRAN-IRAQ WAR!

- humanit

simply place both regimes a:

their mercy and create enor
" mous financial opportunities

in future.

- Any intervention in the
war by the West has, there
fore, simply been geared tc
the task of removing any
imbalance which may comk
about because of successet
by either side or of contain
ing the conflict withir
‘acceptable’ limits.

In this way they not onl)
ensure . the continuation o}
the war but also help botk
regimes in the suppressior
of all internal protests.

The latest ‘peace keeping
efforts of the trigger-happy
Reagan and Thatcher gov-
ernments in the Gulf must
also be seen in the same
light. The loss of any credi-
bility by the Reagan admi-
nistration after the Irangate
affair and the revelations ab-
out the collusion of the
Thatcher government has
forced them. to try to show
that they really want an end
to this war.

But all the indications (in-
cluding the method of gun-
boat diplomacy) are proving
that this is not the case. The

Iranian regime continues to

operate freely in obtaining
arms with the approval of
Western governments and
still enjoys their material
and moral support.

The west may not find
Khomeiny’s regime the best
possible choice but it has
certainly supported-it in its
reactionary drive against
the progressive aspirations

of the Iranian population.
"~ The Labour Party confer-

ence must demand an end to
this war and condemn the
activities of those govern-
ments (including Thatcher’s)

~ which not only have made it

possible for both regimes to
continue with this war, but
also for their own cynical
interests have created furth-
er tensions in the entire re-
gion. |

® Break all links with

. Khomeiny’s regime!
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 INTERNATIONAL NEWS S
Solidarity with Turkish
and Kurdish political
prisners!

Interview witha

“hunger striker

IT IS as if death were approaching,’ says Pamuk Yildiz,
describing a hunger strike of 47 days in which she took part.
As Turkish and Kurdish Left-wing political prisoners continue
their campaign of hunger strikes and protests against torture

and ill-treatment, we print this

such struggle.

interview with a veteran of .

Workers Press is calling on trade unionists and socialists in.
this country and around the world to add their voices to those
of the Kurdish and Turkish workers in solidarity with the
prisoners, against the Ozal regime. |

Pamuk Yildiz was arrested in 1980 and sentenced to 15
years imprisonment. In 1984 she took part in the 47-day

‘hunger strike at Mamak military prison. After her release this

year, she spoke to Yeni Gundem of ‘Hatice Aydogdu

magazine.

WHAT was the fundamental
reason for the hunger strike by
the convicts and detainees in
the prisons? .

YILDIZ: WE faced inhuman
practices at the Mamak pris-
on. Our bodies and the soles
of our feet were constantly
beaten. Three people were
thrown naked into 1 metre by
1 metre celis. The counting of

prisoners would last until 4

o'clock in the muining.

The mer : - ‘.ava their
body hair rippea off and their

genitals crushed. When they

took us outside we would be
beaten unconscious. Even

when we were taken out for air

we were forbidden to look iIn

any direction but straight
ahead, to laugh or to speak.

The political prisoners were
forced to wear uniforms. The
began because
practices. Every in-

imaginable was
being inflicted on people.

WAS there any change in the

of these

attitude of the prison administra- -

tion towards you during the hun-
ger strike? a

THE physical and psycholo-
gical pressures were even
greater. Every half-hour the
cells would be searched and
the stuffing emptied out of the
beds. Everything would be
strewn about. And they

wanted the celis in order and -

the beds refilled by the next
search half an hour later.

In addition, they didn’t allow
any salt or sugar inside dur-
ing the hunger strike. In one

place the hunger strike turned
into a fast to the death.

They hadn’t allowed salt or
sugar during the ten-day hun-
ger strike at Mamak in 1981
either, whereupon the women
ate packaged syrups. But, as
the prison administration had
noticed this too, they re-
moved all the syrups from the
cells during the 1984 hunger
strike.

WHAT do you feel is the reason
for choosing the hunger strike as
a form of protest? |

TAKING part in a hunger
strike is truly a difficult deci-
sion. Going hungry is even
worse in unhygienic condi-

PAMUK YILDIZ
tions. But this is not a means

used for pleasure. Besides,
the hunger strike is the.only
weapon available. Other
methods can’t be resorted to
in these conditions. The hun-
ger strike is seen as the only
solution.

DID you ever think about death |
durning the hunger strike? |

YOU both think about it and
don't. it is as if those around
ou were approaching death.
veryone moves slowly, as
life disappears. |

'Recep Marasli!

RECEP MARASLI was the

owner of Komal Publications
which produced material on
the history, culture and opres-
.slon of the Kurdish people.

He had been sentenced to

eight months’ imprisonment
before the ,
coup d’etat because of his
publishing activity.

He was arrested again in

- January 1982 and in July sent-

enced to four years’ imprison-
ment on charges of pub-
Iiis?lng Kurdish-related mate-
rial.

/. ~ C
He was given a further 12-
year sentence in January
1983, as the resuit of another

trial held because oi_‘. the same

publications.

In May .
ceived another three-year
sentence because of two
books he had published pre-

“viously. |

Eight more years were

- added to this in May 1984 at a
trial held in Diyarbakir, on the

grounds of belonging to a

)

- further ¥ - “military officials. -
. ;‘ o :;‘ 1 L 3 }* .:','-,“,. . -,

''''' 1 b i -

" added 1o this Because of the

September 1980

1983, Recep re-

defence which he prepared
for his trial. |
Recep Marasli underwent
severe torture while taking
rt in a hunger strike which
an on 29 December 1983
t:- Diyarbakir prison. ,
When the hunger strike offi-
cially ended on 3 March, he
was urgently transferred to a
military hospital.

Recep was unable to walk
or speak when brought to
stand trial in mid-April 1984

‘and subsequently went into a

coma.

In early 1985, according to a
report by Amnesty Interna-
tional, he was suffering from
visual disorders and dizzi-
ness as a result of blows
received to the back of his
head.

Recep’s condltiori became
more serious after the sum-
mer of 1986. o

The same Amnesty Interna-
tionat report says that his loss
of sight and increasing para-
lysis made an immediate
brain operation necessary but

- efforts to -get’ this -operation
.- performed -were blocked by
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THE CAMPAIGN AGAINST APARTHEID

Sanctions conference
targets British companies

CONSOLIDATED Gold Fields and Brit-
ish Tyre and Rubber (BTR) have been
named as the targets for a ‘coordinated,
concentrated, non-stop- campaign’ be-
cause of their key umon-bustmg role in

South Africa.

The campaign aims to end all contracts held

by these companies with central and local gov-
ernment, end tax concessions on South African
profits and the mobilising of the trade union
movement in Britain and internationally against
BTR and Consolidated Gold Fields in solidarity
~with the South African National Union of Mine-
workers (SANUM) and the National Union of
Metalworkers of South Africa (NUMSA).

This decision was taken
by the second conference
of the Campaign for
Trade Union Sanctions
Against Apartheid
(CTUSAA).

Attended by over 40 dele-
gates from trade-union, anti-
apartheid and labour-
‘'movement organisations,
the conference was addres-
sed by Dave Douglas (Hat-
field Mam NUM) and a South
African trade unionist from
the Commercial, Catering
and Allied Workers Union of
South Africa (CCAWUSA),
third largest affiliate to the
trade union federation
COSATU.

Reports were taken on de-.

| velopments in the campaign
- over the past year and dele-
gates discussed the direction

[ BY WAYNE POULSON

needed now, particularly in
the light of the massive and
unprecedented upsurge in
activity of the South African
working-class movement.

The conference passed the
following resolution:

€ This eonference NOTES
that:

a) The recent strikes and
contmumg state repres-
sion demonstrate again
the need for int >rnational
working-class solidarity
action to hasten the down-
fall of apartheid and sup-
gorts the struggles of the

lack South African
working class;

b) The decision of the 1987
COSATU Congress to con-

' Moses Mayekiso must not hang!
PUBLIC MEETINGS

BROADWATER FARM

Tuesda
Stap

6 October 7.
Social Clu

Speakers from City Group AA and Broadwater Farm Defence
. Campaign

LAMBETH

Thursda
Room 119,

d

(@ 00

.'.:."-,v‘._':?:'."
"y

8 October 7.30p.m
Lambeth Town Hall

tinue support for sanc-
tions and its wish for the
trade union movement in

South Africa to be able to

give more direction to the
sanctions campaign;

¢) The election of a Thatcher

government for a third
term, further confirming

the need for the British |

working class to im
its own sanctions an not

wait for government ac-

tion;
and RESOLVES that the

tasks of CTUSAA 1n the next
period should be:

1. To continue to campaign
for trade union boycotts
of goods and services to

from South Africa .

and Namibia and to sup-
port and give publicity to
all such boycotts (on an
internationalist basis);

2. To build solidarity within
British trade unions for
specific workers’ strug-
gles 1n South Africa;

3. To campaign for the re-
lease of trade union and
pohtlcal prisoners and de-
tainees and specifically
for the release of Moses
Mayekiso;

4. To encourage the forma-
tion of trade union direct
links, following any gui-
dance from the South
African trade unions;

5. To organise a coordinated,
concentrated non-stop

THE TUC has warned Ox-
ford Trades Council that
action could be taken
against it if it continues its
campaign in defence of
David Kitson.

The TUC has received a com-
plaint from the TASS union

claiming that this campaign in- -

terferes in the mtemal affairs of
the union.

After warning the Trades
Council of this alleged interfer-
ence from TASS, the TUC letter
says: -

‘f your council does not rec-
cgnise this, or if it does but
chooses not to follow this
advice, and continues to involve
itself in the specific matter which
is internal to TASS, your Coun-
cil's interference in the internal
affairs of an affiliated union. will
be reterred to the TCJCC. | very
much hope that in future your
Council will confine its activities
to those areas for which it is
recognised by the TUC.

David Kitson was released

from prison in South Africa in

1964 after serving an 18-year
sentence arising from his mem-
bership of the ANC and his
struggle against the apartheid

regime.

| Trades council threatened
for Kitson support

For 20 years a TASS mem-
ber, he was promised financial

support from his union. Aged 65
pension, TASS.

and with no
funded a scholarship for Kitson
at Ruskin College, Oxford,

which Kitson would retain as

long as he wished.

But Kitson’s wife and family
had fallen foul of the leadership
of the Communist Party of Great
Britain — which included prom-
inent TASS members active in
the Anti Apartheid Movement.

These elements tried t0 use
Kitson's prestige to condemn
the Non-Stop Picket of the
South African embassy which
had been mounted as part of the
fight to get Kitson released.

- David Kitson m \;hye&e-
u he was su e
Lgonndon branch of the African
National ress. TASS then
used this Stalinist-inspired sus-
pension to withdraw their finan-

cial support.

Oxford trades council has
been amongst those bodies that
has taken up Kitson's case in
the labour movement.

it must refuse to bend under
this Stalinist pressure and widen
the fight in support of David
Kitson.
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campaign against Con-
solidated Gold Fields and
BTR as the two most im-
portant union-busting
companies in South Afri-
c?. IS campaign to aim
at:
a) the ending of all cen-
tral and local govern-
ment contracts to
these companies

b) the ending of tax
concessions on South
African profits;

¢) the mobilisation of
the trade union move-
ment in Britain and in-
- te ally for ac-
tion gainst these com-
panies, above all in
‘solidarity with
SANUM and NUMSA
and other unions in-

'Apartheid is open to

- volved;

6. To work within the Ant-
Apartheid Movement to
win support for the above
aims.§

-The conference also voted
to support the March for
Mayekiso on 10 October and
the Anti-Apartheid Move-
ment March on 24 October,
both in London.

@® The Campaign for Trade
Union Sanctions Against
trade
union, labour movement and
anti-apartheid organisations

® SEE details of Free
Moses Mayekiso March
on 10 October — page

| 16

"~ WORKERS REVOLUTIONARY PARTY

PUBLIC MEETING
Thursday 22 October 7.30p.m.

Conway Hall \.
Red Lion Square -

London WCt

(Holborn tube)

Entrance: 50p waged, 25p unwaged

Victory to the South African Revolution!
® Free Moses Mayekiso and all political detainees'
@ Trade union sanctions against the Apartheid state!
Speakers: Peter Gibson (WRP Central Committee)
‘Wayne Poulson (WRP Central Committee)
Paul Trewhela (City of London Anti-Apartheid; in

personal capacity)

Saturday; 24 October. .
AAM National Demonstration for Sanctions.
London. Assemble 12 noon EMBANKMENT.
March to Hyde Park for 3p.m. rally. Chief

speaker: Sam Nujoma, president of SWAPO
Details: 01-387 7966

Successful

Dunlop strike

[ BY PAUL HENDERSON

THE strike of BTR workers -
at Duniop in Leicester is

over, with management
stepping down over the
main issue in dispute —
their right to decide who

‘should work new machin-

ery at the plant.

The 500 transport union mem-
bers at the Leicester factory feit
that jobs on the new machinery:
should be offered on a ‘longest
service' basis, rather than on
management criteria which in-
cluded good records of be-
haviour, timekeeping and ‘atti-

tudes to work'.

Wanted

Senior steward Dave Richard-
son said that the workforce had
got what they wanted. ‘We've

cut out interviewing,” he. sald.

Managemem was'. trying. 1
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o | ,enfonce their. right 1o manage
- . . : . o . .
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like the coal board is doing, but
we thought long service should

be rewarded and we have won

our case.’

The Duniop workers had been
visited on their picket line by the
SARMCOL workers from BTR in
South Africa, who have been on
strike for two-and-a-half years in
support of union nights.

On Tour
The SARMCOL workers have

- been on tour in Britain, showingy

their play “The Long March’ and
a number of the Leicester work-
ers on strike went to see it.

Dave Richardson’s comment
on the play was that he was

. impressed by the connections
‘shown between his members’

situation in Leicester and that of
the South African workers. |

‘The play was very impress-
ive,” he said, '‘and these workers

‘need all our syp pport. They are

fightirig’ not “only  BTH, “like.'we

.are, butthe govemmentand the

- whole system of. abarthetd !
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INSIDE SOUTH AFRICA
| The strug le of tendencies W|th|

South African working class

cy within the COSA
socialist programr
This was the exf

busch Commissiol
towards state recq

. The whole force
classes is directe
leadership. It is

corpse, SACTU.

This is the reason for the concerted cam-
paign, spearheaded by the Communist Party
and the ANC against the developing interna-
tional campaign in defence of Moses
Mayekiso. | | |

- The nature of this campaign is to kill this
socialist current on behalf of the ANC leadership

of the formation of the new, unified, union after
Mayekiso’s arrest. This is an expression of the
leading role played by the metalworkers in the
unfolding struggle of the South Afncan working
class.

The contrast between the mineworkers’ resolu-
tion and that of the metalworkers is striking. The
NUMSA statement, while recognising as a fact

"BELOW we print two sngnmcant documents that
have recently appeared in the South African
- working class. First we reproduce the resolution
of the National Union of Metalworkers of South
Africa (NUMSA), the union of Moses Mayekiso.
Second we reprint a statement from the South
Afrcan National Union of Mineworkers adoptlng
the Freedom Charter.

ER A RERNS

The
Charter and the

It is clear from these two statements that a
serious struggle of tendencies already exists
within the trade union movement COSATU. The
NUMSA resolution was carried on the occasion

that the majority of members accept the Freedom
Chartrer, in reality goes far beyond the political
limits set by the South African Communist Party
and the ANC and their resurrected trade union

while acting in turn for the Oppenheimer empire.
The strategy of the Angio-American Corporation
during the miners’ strike was directed towards
facilitating the pro-imperialist stance of a tenden-

Freedom

struggle for

- Socialism

WHEN the Metal and
Allied Workers Union and

other affiliates of COSA-

TU merged to form a
140,000 strong National
Union of Metalworkers of
South Africa, they
adopted the following re-

~ solution

Noting:

1. that the vast majority of
the working masses of our
country recognise the Free-

dom Charter as containing

the basic minimum demands
for a free and democratic
South Africa. :

2. that the Freedom Charter
enjoys mass support
amongst organised metal-
worers nationally.

3. that the Freedom Charter
has majority support
amongst the natural, and

‘most reliable, allies of the

working class — the women,
the unemployed, the youth
and the students.

Believing:

1. that only the working class

masses, under the lead-
ership of organised indust-
rial workers, can truly liber-
ate our country from the

chains of capitalist exploita-

S

tion and apartheid oppres-
sion.

2. that organised workers
and their allies have a com-
mon interest in the creation
of a worker-controlled,
soclalist society where there
will be no expliotation,
oppression or discrimination
of any form.

3. that the national democra-
tic struggle against apar-
theid oppression and the
soclalist struggle against
capitalist exploitation are
complimentary parts of the
uninterrupted struggle of
organised workers for con-
trol over the industry and
government of a liberated
South Africa.

4. that only under the lead-

ership of organised workers
over the mass democratic
struggle of today and the
government of tomorrow,
will the demands of the Free-
dom Charter be fully and
completely exercised in the
lives of the working masses
of our country. -

We therefore resolve:

. to adopt the Freedom Char-
ter as containing the mini-
mum political demands that
reflect the view of the maJor-
ity of the metal workers’ vi-
sion of a free and democra-
tic, non-discriminatory

-South Africa.

2. to develop amongst metal
workers In particular, and
the organised working class
and its allies in general, a
coherent understanding that

the demands of the Freedom
Charter, and all other de-
mands of organised workers,
can only be realised in the
lives of the working class
masses through the practic:
al leadership of the indust-
rial working class in the

struggle for the establish-

ment of a socialist soclety
where workers’ control of
government and industry
will be enforced in the prac-
tice of a liberated South
Africa.

3. to struggle to uphold and
advance the leadership of
the working class 1n all
spheres of society.

Political Policy

Noting that:

1. we are committed to build-
ing socialism.

2. we are committed to the
leadership of the organised
working class in the
struggle.

3. the political policy resolu-
tion of COSATU calls for full
discussion at all levels of the
aims of the workers in the
struggle.

4. workers leaders are in-
creasingly playing a leading
role in the community. The

lack of initiatives and the
- confusion that exist within

the community itself on poli-
tical issues arises from the
lack of a working prog-
ramme.

5. the Freedom Charter is
also a good foundation stone
on which to start building
our working class prog-
ramme. |

Therefore resolves that:

1. the organised working
class can only take the lead
in the struggle if it has a
clear programme and aims,
which clarify exactly what is
wanted by the working class
and what is meant by their
demands.

2. the organised working
class can only make correct
alliances and lead these
alliances 1if it has a clear
programme and aims.

3. the working class and 1ts
allies can only build true
soclalism and democracy if
it has clear aims and a clear
programme of how to build
them. -

4. 1t should be a priority of
the new union and other
organisations of the working

~class to build a clear politic-

al programme.

5. the new union will dlscuss

the aims and programme of
the working class at all
levels: factory meetings.
shop steward councils.
RECs, CCs. and the National
Congress.

6. the new union will partici-
pate fully in all COSATU dis-
cussions on the political
programme of the workers.

7. the organised workers
should consult with their

Alexandra s Action Committee —

WHY was the Alexandra
Action Committee
formed? |

- PEOPLE were disorganised

in Alexandra and they
wanted to be united. There
were meetings — little meet-
ings — of residents discus-
‘sing how to organise Alex-
andra.

held meetings street by
street tryving to hear how
people wanted to organise

- Alexandra. People decided

that they should form yard,
block and street committees
leading up to the Alexandra
Action Committee.

WHERE did the major influ-
ence come from for those
democratic structures?

MOST of these people were
workers so the structures
were based along the lines of
trade union structures —
accountability, elections ev-
ery year and so on.

- WHAT is the function of

the AAC?

TO coordinate the affairs of
the township and to deal with

_the political and social prob-

lems ,
" For example, we have be-

HOSES MAYEKISO INTERVIEW (1986)

FOLLOWING the ‘six-day war’ in February 1986 during which at
least 27 people died and hundreds were injured, the township of
Alexandra has frequently been in the news.

In the middle of last year a group of about 200 people — thought to
be policemen because they were wearing blue shirts and blue
trousers — went on the rampage in Alexandra’'s seventh avenue.

Their target was the people's courts of the Alexandra Action

Committee (AAC).

At least two people were killed in this incident and six houses and
eight cars were gutted by fire. Three of the houses belonged to

members of the AAC executive.

The acting chairman of the AAC was Moses Mayekiso, then
general secretary of the Metal and Allied Workers Union (which has
now amaigamated with others to form NUMSA).

This is an interview with him about the AAC and its role in the

Alexandra community, first printed in the ‘South African Metal

Worker'.

gun to deal with th problem
_of unemployment. We are
planning to have unem-

ployed co-operatives in each
and every street, so that
everyone who is not working
will be doing something for
the community.

We are also looking at
child-care structures, trans-

port problems, cooperative
buying and a first-aid sys-

tem — maybe in each street

there will be one person who
will learn first aid.

WHAT role do the people’s
courts play in these struc-
tures?

THERE are litle courts and
central courts. Each yard
has a committee which deals
with 1ts own problems. If
that committee cannot solve
the problem it 1s taken to the
block committee.

If it cannot be solved there
it 1s taken to the street com-

mittee and then to the Actlon
Committee. BRI ARA

workers’ control in the commumty

All those committees are
acting as courts. People at
the central court are dele-
gated to receive complaints
and to mediate. We are not
really acting in the same

manner as the present
courts. We would like to get ‘
people to come together and

discuss their problems

WHAT are the sentences?

IN Alexandra this is prob-

lematic, because how do you

sentence‘ a person? We do
not believe in corporal

. punishment but we have

been lucky because people
listen to whatever decision is
made there.

If the person listens then
we don’t need to implement
any punishment. ‘We have
been discussing punishment
for the person that does not
listen, but we haven’t
reached a solution.

However the ‘necklace’
will never be used because
we believe that the courts
have an educational func-
tion. They are there to politi-

. v - cise the offender.

allies. especially the orga-
nised youth, in order to build

a programme which can

bring together as many

. groups in society as possible.

The struggle for

- democratic

socialist society

Noting that:
1.1 The unity of mine-

-workers in particular and

workers in general as

. part of the working class

is of paramount import-
ance and a threat to the
evil system of apartheid
and capitalism;

1.2 The workers in this

country are not only striving
for better working conditions
in the mines but for a demo-
cratic socialist society con-

trolled by the working class:

1.3 The present form of
government is based on ra-
cial oppression and the brut-
al exploitation of the demo-
cratic majority:

1.4 The workers’ struggle
in the mines cannot be sepa-

rated from the struggle in

the community:

1.5 There are other prog-
ressive organisations fight-
ing the same battle against
oppression and exploitation

el
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Most crime In the area is

caused by the capitalist and
apartheid systems, so we tell
the offender that he mustn’t
allow himself to be used by
them.

DO workers have an im-

portant role within the
- Alexandra Action Com-
- mittee?

(e.g. students’ struggle for
people’s education, com-
munity organisations fight-
ing against rent whlch peo-
ple canneot afford):

1.6 Apartheid and capltal-
ism are two inseparable
evils that must be smashed:

1.7 The Congress of the

People which was held in
Kliptown on 26 June 1955 was
representative of all the pat-
riotic forces in our country
when the Congress adopted a
programme of minimum de-
mands which came to be
known as the Freedom
Charter:

1.8 The the Political Policy
adopted by COSATU, that
COSATU should not affiliate
to any political organisation
but should co-operate with

‘other progressive organisa-

tions has caused confusion
as many organisations claim
to be progressive, resulting

in many elements exploiting

that situation.

1.9 Due to the confusnon
that has arisen within COSA-
TU and its affiliates regard-
ing the definition of progres-
sive organisations we should
co-operate with, it has be-
come imperative that such
organisations should be
clearly defined. -

We therefore resolve:

1. The Freedom Charter as
adopted by the Congress of
the People on 26 June 1955, is
hereby recognised as a guid-
ing document in our struggle

...........

A crowd of mourners runs through the streets of Alexa
Police attacks after a previous funeral started the ‘six-¢

ALEXANDRA is very diffe-
rent from other townships as
the majority of the people
living there are workers.

‘Unlike Soweto, we don’t
have rich businessmen.
Workers are directly in-

- volved In the various com-
mittees and they bring with .-
them their experience of un-.

- maximum support
Mayekiso March a
the working class ¥
opposed to thus
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U leadership opposed to the
of NUMSA/Mayekiso.

essed purpose of the Schle-
's recommendation of 1979
gnition of the unions.

of this.reactionary bloc of
d against NUMSA and its
his which makes vital the
or the 10 October Free Moses
d the exposure of all those in
ho are implicitly and explicitly
mpaign.

from national oppression
and economic exploitation;

- 2. All mineworkers should be
united under the constitution
and political policy of the
NUM and COSATU; |
3. The NUM and the orga-
nised working class in COSA-
TU must play their historic
leading role in the struggle

 for a non-racial and demo-

| cratic South Africa;

. 4. The NUM must co-operate
with demeocratic and prog-
ressive organisations that
have a proven record of
struggle and make sure that
mineworkers participate
. effectively in the struggle
- against oppression and ex-
- ploitation;:

5. The NUM must not hesi-
tate to take political action to
defend and advance the in-
terests of its members and
 the working class'in general;

. 6. The definition of progres-
. sive organisations should be
based on:-

6.1 whether the organisa-
tion has a proven record of
~ mass mobilisation and ac-
. tion in our struggle:

} 6.2 whether its principles
and pelicies are compatible
with those of the workmg
class:

6.3 whether it has a mass
based constituency it is
answerable to: and

6.4 whether it is a demo-
cratic organisation.

thirteen
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Ontrial for
treason:

Alexandra

MOSES MAYEKISO, commun-
ity leader of Johannesburg’s
second biggest ‘township’
Alexandra, and general
secretary of the 130,000-

‘strong National Union of

Metalworkers of South Africa,
is on trial for treason.

He is one of 13 Alexandra
activists facing treason
charges and will appear in the
dock with four of them: his
brother Mzwanele, 22, Obed
Bapela, 28, Paul Tshabalala,
38, and Richard Mdakane, 29.

According to the charge
sheet, the five are alleged to
have tried to ‘overthrow,
usurp or endanger the author-
ity of the state, with seditious
intent to defy or subvert the
authority of the state’.

They are accused of run-
ning people’s courts, street,
block and area committees,
and of forming an action com-
mittee. They are aiso accused
of plotting to seize control of
Alexandra or to render the
area ‘ungovernable’ by the
state.

In another treason trial,
eight young Alexandra men,

including a 17-year-old youth,

are also due to appear in the
Rand Supreme Court.

The eight are Ashwin

Zwane, 20, Vusi Ngwenya, 20, |

brothers Andrew and David
Mafutha, 19, Arthur Vilikazi,
24, Albert Sebola, 21, Piet
Mogano, 28 and the 17-year-
old youth who may not be
named.

- The eight originally faced
charges of sedition, but early

In May their charge sheet was

upgraded to treason.

The eight are alleged to
have conspired with the Afri-
can National Congress, the
United Democratic Front and
the trade union federation

COSATU to mltlate organs of
wer’ to take over |

people’s
the functions of the govern-

ment and township author-
ities in Alexandra.

Besides the 13 men, there
are also hundreds of Alexan-
dra activists who are detained
t:nder the Emergency regula-
tions.
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Wrecked cers block an Alexandra road, photographed weeks .before iast year's State of Emergency.

THE apartheid gov-
ernment has
announced that it will
spend millions on up-
grading Alexandra — a
slum that houses
200,000 people.

The residents are not
impressed. No one asked

our opinion, they say.

Operation ‘Alex Upgrade’

was officially announced by

the ‘township’s’ white admi-
nistrator Piet Genis in May

“who says that besides the

R95 million (about £30 mil-
lion) government donation,
hundreds of millions of rands
will be poured into the
township.

According to Genis, the up-
grading will involve the in-
stallation of western inter-
ceptor sewer connections.
‘We are doing away with the
ancient bucket system,’ he
said, ‘replacing 1t with a
modern sewerage system
connected to inside and out-
side toilets.’

Other major projects
would be the building of new
roads, installation of a storm
water drainage system
{many Alexandra roads are
lmpassable after heavy
rains) and the demolition of
all mud houses and shacks
(posmbly the majority of Ale-
xandra’s houses).

war’ in the ‘township’ in which at least 27 were killed and hundreds wounded.

Saturday, 10 October.

ions’ democratic structures.

We believe that our strug-
gle must be led by the work-
ing class and therefore work-
ers should play a greater
role in community organisa-
tions.

In Alexandra shop ste-
wards play a leading role in
the community.-by being
elected on to block commit-

i\

tees and so on. So there are
direct links with organised
workers.

‘Also, the Action Commit-
tee has sub-committees to
organise the factories be-
cause we believe that unless
those factories are organised

~our struggle in the townships

1S not going to be really suc-
cessful. S

Last year it was troops

— this year' builders

But townshlp reSIdents
argue the scheme is aimed

at undercutting government

opponents — specifically the
Alexandra Action Commit-
tee — under the guise of
social welfare.

There is a simmering of

- discontent in Alexandra be-
-cause demands for improve-

ments 1n housing, security
and comfort have not been
met and — more sinister —
there 1s a suspicion that the
major goal of the upgrade
project is to give the army a
key role in running Alex-
andra.

This belief is strengthened
by the role played by the
Joint Management Centre,
part of the ‘hearts and
minds’ strategy which
emphasises the need for
soclo-economic upgrading of
black townships.

“This strategy has arisen

out of the South African De-

fence Force’s view that the

‘cause of the unrest was part-

ly socio-economic,

and

after 2a mass funeral in May last vear. Only a few weeks later, the national State of Emergency was declared

National March for the release of Moses
Mayekiso. Assembling 12 noon Cierkenwell
Green, LONDON. March to South Africa
House. Bring banners! Organised by March

for Mayekiso Committee.

SEE MAIN ADVERT PAGE 16

BY LUCY BRENT

therefore the solution lies in
upgrading’, says Wits Uni-
versity political scientist
Mark Swilling.

The government refuses to

discuss political rights and

detained Alexandra leaders
under treason charges be-
fore proceeding with the up-
grading.

To replace the local adml-
nistration established by the
Alexandra Action Commlt-
tee before the Emergency
was declared last year, the
government-appointed Joint
Management Centre has
combined the military and

police forces, municipal
pohce and some civic bodies
to try
velopment’ a reality. The
JMCs are ultimately
answerable to the State
Security Council.

For more than a year, the
‘township’ has been sealed
off by military roadblock
from the Alexandra Clinic,
the white homes and the fac-
tories that surround it. Sol-
diers lean their rifles on half-
metre-high walls of sand-
bags.

Outbursts against the
security forces have become
a regular feature of Alexan-
dra. Elina Serote, mother of
the exiled author Wally Ser-

-ote, sees a township without

a sense of peace:
‘Life 1s not normal here.

| There is an underlying fear,’

she said, noting that young
children had been ‘trauma-
tised by detention’. |

Government strategists

“hope that the new image of

Alexandra will spread to
other riot-torn townships. It
1s elted as a model for ensur-
ing peace in volatile black
areas, a ‘prerequisite for
successful counter-
revolution’. ‘

ALEXANDRA is one of
the most highly-
politicised and democra-
tically-organised
‘townships’ in the country

"and has been a major

focus of government
attention.

Since the late 1950s —

when the Alexandra com-
munity mobilised for three

- months under the Alex Peo-

ple’s Transport committees
to fight bus fare rises — the
government has tried to
break the township.

In 1959 the authorities be-
. g€an moving families1 to -
an- .

Soweto and Tembisa
ning to flatten the townshlp

‘and replace it with a huge

to make the ‘rede-

‘among the township

attacked by

complex of single-sex works’

hostels.

Tens of thousands of peo-
ple were moved but the plan
never succeeded. And iIn
1982, Piet Koornhof, the
Minister of Cooperatlon and
Development (i.e. black

affairs), acknowledged Alex-

andra’s right to exist.

But by then new forces
were developing in the
dilapidated old houses. With
the black mayor committed
to following Koornhof’s poli-
cy of ‘independent’ town
councils and with residents

under increasing pressure

from a collapsing economy,
the people of Alexandra
looked elsewhere for lead-

ership in their struggle for a

better life.

They found it in the high
proportion of trade unionists

community leaders — like
Moses Mayekiso.

Alexandra Action Commit-
tee adopted the street com-
mittee structures started in
Cradock in the Cape in early
1984 by slain community
leader Matthew Goniwe.

As the AAC took increas-

ing control of the township,
police and troops flooded in.

On Saturday 14 February
1986, as some 13,000 mour-
ners were returning home
after burying 19-year-old
Michael Dirding, they were
police.
youths retaliated, police and
troops invaded in force —
starting the so-called ‘six-
day war’.

For the next five days, the
entire township stayed away

from work, with the death

toll rising every hour. There
were continuous street skir-
mishes involving securlty
forces.

By the end of the week, the

official death toll stood at
close to two dozen. At least
300 people had been 1njured
in the clashes and hundreds
more detained.

In a pre-dawn raid on 12

June last year — the day the
national State of Emergency

was declared — hundreds of
heavily armed police and
troops invaded Alexandra,
detalning hundreds of resi-
dents, among them almost
the entire leadership of the
Alexandra Action Commit-

- tee and the Alexandra Re31-

dents’ Association.

‘The township was sealed
off by a wall of troops and
soldiers were moved in to
occupy strategic sites.

Although the builders’

have now amved the troops

are stlll there

TR vepn i Ay - = S M. v oA ——r L “-ﬂ

and

When

IR AR RN
A RN RO A I

T p—
e Py

LETT ‘,‘{‘:i: [ QAT - Xyt
. 3 | b oo -y

B




14 8% UL T T R e T '
ﬁ 2 e s i e M it A i Gl ™ st WL ap iy [T LR NP

LR L R R s L . o

it.’ '

- And with this task in mind, the first o
the bureaucratic state since Stalin

IN 1986 a Soviet oppositionist wrote: ‘It was here that
Stalinism first arose. It was Russia that helped to discredit
socialism. For this reason it must also help to rehabilitate

Trotsky has been formed.

- The ‘Federation of Socialist Clubs’ was founded recently
in Moscow following an open and unsuppressed conference

of oppositionists from independent

groups.

socialist and peace

The Federation decl'arés its aim the achievement of a true
socialist classless society as proclaimed by the October Revolu-

tion in 1917.

The formation of the Federation
and the very fact that the confer-
ence took place is a major break-
through and achievement for the
new opposition.

- Among the participants were
socialist dissidents of the Lening-
rad Left-Opposition which grew up
under Brezhnev in the late 1970s,
like Boris Kagarlitsky.

‘Kagarlitsky was editor of the
left-wing samizdat journal, ‘Left
Turn’, which was published along-
side another journal, ‘Variations’,
until 1982. '

“‘Left Turn’ was aimed at the
working class or the ‘silent major-
ity’ as they called them, and
‘Variations’ sought reform from
above through pressure from be-
low. Both journals staunchly
argued at the time that there could

no ‘rapprochement with the

"BY PATRICK KANE

powers that be’.

 Crisis

. Seeing the impending major cri-
sis which is now happening in the
Soviet Union they hoped that a split
would occur in the ruling bloc, a
section of which could co-operate
with the opposition movement.

In such a situation they saw the
development of new semi-legal
organisations arise such as free
trade unions and socialist groups
alongside the more traditional dis-
sident movement.

In the summér.of“1‘98'2 Kagarlits-
ky and other oppositionists around
the two samizdat journals set ab-

-out establishing a larger socialist

opposition organisation.
- A Federation of Democratic

“Forces of Socialist Orientation was

planned. Before it could get off the
ground the authorities suppressed
this earlier initiative. Kagarlitsky
and six other of his comrades were
arrested and charged with ‘anti-
Soviet propaganda’ and ‘creating
an anti-Soviet organisation’.

Little is known about how many
groups joined the federation but it
1S known that a number of other
Left Opposition groups  existed
around this time meaning the
appeal would not have fallen on
fallow ground. At least eight such
groups are known:

Since the suppression of the ‘Left

Turn’-‘Variations’ initiative, one

socialist group after another has
maintained a tradition of left-wing
opposition in the USSR challenging

the bureaucracy in the name of

true socialist ideals.

A samizdat journal, ‘Socialist
82°, appeared for a period. In one
article it described the rise of Soli-
darnosc in Poland as a ‘revolution
which was socialist in its goals’
and posed the question: ‘What does
socialisation mean? The trans-
formation of the workers from a
hired labour force into owners of

the enterprises they work in.’

 TWO BOOKS BY F.F. RASKOLNIKOV

~+« KRONSTADJ!

Kronstadt and Petrograd in 1917

In 1917, the sailors of Kronstadt were at the
centre of the Russian Revolution. Raskoini-
kov, aged 25, was their leader. This is his
day-by-day account of the Bolsheviks' strug-
gle to seize power.

£5.50
0 86151 023 2

Please add 85p for orders by post. Availlable from.

New Park Publications Lid, 21-25 Beehive Place -
London SW9 7QS. Tet 01-274 6885 e
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Tales of Sub-Lieutenant ilyin

Stones from Raskolnikov's part in the civil
war which followed the revoiution. including
sculthing the Black Sea fleet in 1918 to
prevent the ships faling into the Kaiser's
hands. and Raskolnikov's capture by the
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pen soclalist opposition to challenge
suppressed the Left Opposition of

In December 1984 the authorities
arrested socialist dissident
Vyachesiav Demin for his activi-
ties. His capture brought to light
the existence of an underground
group, the Russian Social Demo-
cratic Party.

Demin himself turned traitor,
recanting and denouncing his for-
mer comrades to the KGB.

The RSDP formed during the
summer of 1982 described in its
programme the Communist Party
of the Soviet Union as a ‘group of
bourgeois exploiters’ and declared
a ‘decisive revolutionary struggle’
against the bureaucracy under the
slogan of ‘All power to the soviets
not the Party’.

Along with a wide range of socio-
economic demands, the RSDP
argued for a system based on trade
unions and producers’ councils
{Soviets) and an end to the national
oppression on the ‘basis of auton-
omy and self-determination’.

Liberal

A more liberal socialist opposi-
tion programme reached the west
and was published by the London-
based Guardian entitled ‘Appeal to
the Citizens of the Soviet Union’ by
the ‘Movement for Socialist Re-
newal’.

It argued reforms to bring about

- the ‘involvement of all Soviet

citizens in a genuine socialist self-
government’, but in the economic
sphere it offered no solutions
greatly different from Gor-
bachev’s proposals.

THE present period under Gor-

bachev, just like the period of -

- what was known as the ‘thaw’

under Krushchev, has seen a
resurgence in new opposition
groups particularly ameongst
the Soviet youth.

Reports now appear more fre-
quently in the official press on the
subject and indicate that the exist-
ence of independent youth orga-
nisations is more widespread than
in the past. | |

These organisations reflect the
discontent of working class youth
at the harsh reality of life as
opposed to the one portrayed by
the state. They refuse to be lec-
tured to by the bureaucratic state
Komsomol [the official Communist
Party youth movement] on ‘what
ttz ugderstand and how to under-
stand’.

The issue of ecology in the USSR
features very much in the politics
of the independent youth organisa-
tions. The catastrophe of the Cher-
noby! accident in Ukraine has fuel-
led discontent in this sphere.

Conscripts

Also these groups reflect an anti-
war feeling amongst youth.
Thousands have been killed or in-
jured in the Afghan war since 1979,
the mass of them young conscripts.

The largest and most active
peace group 1s the Moscow Trust

. - Group. It has organised numerous:
{~ demonstrations and open protests.

-‘R. ’F‘ ¥

Moscow 1917, Red
freight car.

- harassment from the authorities

. seclalism, de‘moér'aey,;ﬂu’manism

THE GROWTH OF
POLITICAL
REVOLUTION

). ?

and the imprisonment of some
members.

~Alongside the independent peace
and youth groups, the socialist
opposition to the present regime
has maintained its existence and is

seeing a new growth.

The Club of Social Initiatives
was formed near the end of last
year by oppositionists like Kagar-
litsky and Gleb Pavlovsky who
were activists of the Left Opposi-
tion which existed up to 1982.

Along with this organisation
there are a number o. sther groups
such as the ‘Young Internationalist
Communards’ and the ‘Che
Guevara Brigade’. The group cal-
led ‘Perestroika’ also has branches
in Leningrad and Moscow.

The new socialist opposition in-
cludes a variety of views from
those who advocate fighting for
reforms from above and those who
reject collaboration with the au-
thorities, like the RSDP’s prog-
ramme. |

The Club for Social Initiatives,
itself split into three, decided in
May to call a conference of opposi-
tion groups to prevent further
splits occurring. |

- Five years on since the last
attempt at a conference was sup-

pressed by the regime, the event
received official backing with the
Moscow Party allowing them the
use of a public hall and coverage
being given in a small official
Komsomol paper ‘Sobesednik’.

According to one report the Mos-
cow conference was attended by
600 Soviet oppositionists, the
largest such event since Stalin’s
suppressions of his opponents.

Discussions covered press cen-
sorship and concern at the extent
to which privatisation would go. It
was decided that a campaign

‘should begin for the erection of a

memorial to the millions killed
under Stalin — something prop-
osed under Krushchev but never
implemented. |

The historic conference resulted
in the founding of two new left
opposition organisations, the first
known as the ‘Circle for Social
Initiatives’. This group has a broad
programme aiming to ‘renovate
social practice in the spirit of

and progress’.. .-

those

Guards fire from an armoured vehicle converted from a
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® ‘No to violence and the prop-
aganda of violence. B

@® ‘No to ideas of national or racial
exclusiveness and hostlity to other
nationalities. -

@® ‘No to claims to a monopoly of
truth in opposition to other people's
rights to search for it independent-
ly themselves.’

The second organisation founded
is far more radical and known as
the ‘Federation of Socialist Clubs’.
With 16 groups as initial founders
they set their aim as a true class-
less society as proclaimed by the
October Revolution.

The Federation déclares that

- whilst it recognises the right of the
- Party as playing the leading role in

Rights

society in the Constitution, they
also point out their legal rights to
organise independently.

They point out that among the

membership of the CPSU are those

responsible for the ‘abuses and
miscalculations of the past’ and
who have cut themselves off from
the needs of the people.

Whilst they declare their support
for the progressive elements of the
CPSU, they argue the type of S-
trotka needed must be for a demo-
cratic socialist system based on
workers’ councils. They advocate
the rights of citizens to prosecute
corrupt officials — something
‘which was in the oriii;lal program-
me of the Bolsheviks. |

The programme of the socialist
federation lays out what is needed
for a true socialist state based on
workers’ self-management. De-
spite the fact that the Gorbachev-
ists allowed the reformation of a
major socialist opposition orga-
nisation, it is a major break-
through for those opposed to the
bureaucratic regime.

The new left opposition does not
stand in the tradition of one or
other section of élite as some have
argued. Whilst supporting some
policies of Gorbachev, they are
challenging his tradition in the
name of true socialism. <

At the end of their programme
they express their solidarity with

.- revolutionaries and the left in ge
. v west, It is now the duty of

-

non-Stalinist ‘workers’ _'{?rﬁa%ga-

- tidnis Lo'stetinn -the conl




- AMONG the betrayals of communist

‘principles by Stalinism, one of the most
- serious is the abandonment of a Lenin-
ist approach to the national question.

[ BY DAVID DORFMAN

BULGARIA’s Stalinist regime has claimed

recently that the country’s Turkish minor-
ity no longer exists. R

There has been criticism for some time of the

government’s Bulgarisation policy, under which
Turkish culture was repressed and people press- .

urised to adopt suitably Bulgarian names.
feeling. The press reported

- According to Ljubomir
-Shopov of the Bulgarian
Foreign Ministry’s Bal-
kan department, howev-
er, the Turkish minority
disappeared after 1978,
when an immigration
treaty between Bulgaria
and Turkey expired.

‘All Bulgarian citizens now
have Bulgarian as their

mother tongue,’ he
announced recently.

Bulgaria gained independ- |

ence from Ottoman Turkey
under the Treaty of San Ste-
fano 1n 1878. A sizeable Tur-

Turks had been killed by

Bulgarian security forces.

There were big demonstra-
tions 1n Turkey.

Turkey’s ambassador to
Sofia was temporarily recal-
led. Prime Minister Ozal
announced Turkey was
ready to take 500,000 re-
fugees or more. En route for
Washington, he promised to
raise the issue of Bulgarian
Turks in international
forums. The Islamic Confer-
ence Organisation de-
nounced Bulgaria’s treat-

ment of Turks. -

kish minority remained in

- the country, as well as
numerous Moslem Balgars,
or Pomaks.

From 1950-1952, about
120,000 Bulgarian Turks left
the country to settle in Tur-
key. The Bulgarian govern-
ment then closed the border.
A 1968 agreement between
Bulgaria and Tur ey for re-
“unification of families en-
abled a further 115,000 to
leave over the next ten
years.

Meanwhile, in the last
Bulgarian censu- t2 include
a question on nauonality, in

1965, the number of Bulga-

rian citizens who called
themselves Turks was
781,000.

Even the Bulgarian gov-
‘ernment’s own figures put
the number of Bulgarian
Turks at around 500,000 a
few years ago, while the Tur-
kish government suggested
the figures were nearer one
‘million. Emigration cannot
have removed all these
people! .

- A similar phenomenal de-
cline in population was com-
mented upon by the Yugos-

lav daily ‘Borba’ in 1967:
‘Where - have the Macedo-
nians disappeared to?’, it
~asked.

According to official
Bulgarian census figures for
- 1965, there were fewer than
9,000 Macedonians in Bul-
garia. But, the Belgrade
paper pointed out, nine years
earlier the census had refer-
red to 180,000 Macedonians
in the country. .

Foreign  diplomats were
shown mosques to prove that
Islam was not being suppres-
sed. But foreign reporters
were not allowed te visit Tur-
kish areas and investigate
conditions.

The Bulgarian govern-
ment insisted that there was
no coercion, that anyway
this was an internal matter,
and others had no right to
interfere.

It was also able to point out
that the Turkish rulers’ long-
standing repression of the
Kurdish people and other
minorities hardly qualified
them (o give lectures on hu-
man rights.

However, this comparison
could be looked at another
way. Whether or not repres-
sion of the Bulgarian Turks
1s as brutal as the treatment

- of Kurds in Turkey, it in-

Behind the Bulgarian Sta-

linists’ bizarre arithmetic is

a bit of typically bureaucra-

tic logic. We have decided
you ought not to exist —
therefore we will not recog-
nise that you do!

- Following the adoption of a
new Bulgarian constitution
in 1971, Turkish-language
teaching and radio broad-
casts for the Turkish minor-

ity were phased out. There
were allegations in later

years that Moslem religious
practice was being res-
tricted too, although the au-
 thorities denied this.

Allegations of a forced
assimilation policy were
brought to a head two years
ago, when reports appeared
in the foreign press of
- clashes between Bulgarian
~ security forces and Turks in
southern and eastern Bul-
garia. |

The Yugoslav paper
‘Danas’ claimed in March
1985 that the Bulgarian au-
thorities had uncovered a
plot ‘to create a special re-
public and its secession, as
in Cyprus’, and that ‘several
thousand Turks’ had been
arrested. The paper said
Turks were being coerced to
change their names and reli-
gion. -

In Turkey, the reactionary
Ozal regime saw the oppor-

tunity to boost anti-
. ‘communism with' patriotic

volves the same denial of

national existence.

Kurdish

The Turkish rulers ban
mention of Kurdish national-
ity, referring to Eeopl_e as

s’.

‘Mountain Tur The
Bulgarian Stalinists insist
Bulgarian Turks no ionger
exist, that those who remain
are simply Bulgarians who
were forcibly Turk-ised in
the past, and are now becom-
ing Bulgarians again. =

Dimitur Stanishev, a
secretary to the Bulgarian
Communist Party central
committee, declared in a
speech in 1985 that Bulgar-
isation of ‘Turko-Arabic
names’ was a ‘spontaneous
and voluntary’ movement
which had developed in re-
cent months throughout the
country.

Bulgarisation was not a
forced assimilation, he said,
‘but the return of what had
been torn out of the heart of
our people by bloody force
. . . Into the united Bulga-
rian family.” There was no
need for emigration, or talks
on the issue, since ‘there is
no part of the nation that
helongs to another nation’.

Stanko Todorov, chairman
of the Bulgarian National
Assembly, declared the Bul-
garisation process complete,
stating everyone must now
be aware that Bulgaria was

~a ‘one-nation state’.

)
>

The insistence that states
must have a homogeneous
‘national culture’, — with the
clear corollary that minor-
ities must ‘assimilate’ or be
repressed as disloyal — is a
bourgeois nationalist-
bureaucratic outlook, not a
communist one.

LENIN despised the
‘Russifying’ policy of
Tsarism as backward
and autocratic, an obsta-
cle to real unity between
workers, and stronmgly
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Processions, portraits, and patriotism: The |
who died during Soviet ‘medical treatment’
a more

.

honours, rl?ht) may ex

ence in the Soviet
bureaucracy. Early
Soviet nationalities policy
reflected his view.

For Stalin, national theory
was subordinate to
bureaucratic requirements,
but above all Great Russian
chauvinism was rehabili-
tated as the leader identified
increasingly with the Tsars.

In Poland, when official
ideologues began extolling
the virtues of a nationally
homogeneous state (the re-
sult actually of Nazi geno-
cide, post-war border
changes, and forced migra-
tions), they naturally ack-

nowledged kinship with the

pre-war right-wing capitalist
politician Roman Dmowski.

The working class does not
need national conformity of

this kind. Its historic class -

interests are enough to unite
it. National privilege divides
workers. -

It is the bourgoisie, and th
bureaucrats stepping into its
shoes, who try te conceal
sordid material interests

and social contradictions be-

nind slogans of ‘national uni-
ty’ and patriotism.

The Bulgarian Stalinist

bureaucracy, renowned for

its doggish loyalty to Mos-
cow — which can draw on
the tradition of 19th century
Bulgarian nationalism’s
attachment to Tsarist Rus-
sla as a patron — is now
stepping clumsily on to the
Gorbachev bandwagon.

Expression

Any beneficial by-products
of glasnost for the Bulgarian
working class, such as freer

‘political expression, have

et to be seen. What the
bureaucracy 1s talking about
1s a freer market economy.

Antonas Paparizov, direc-

tor general of the Ministry of
Trade, said on 1 September
that to respond to changing
conditions in the world eco-
nomy, Bulgarian enterprises
must adopt a more market-

oriented mentality to com-

pete for survival.

They would have to depend
less on the state to decide
production levels and output,
Paparizov said. Managers in
future would be able to set
their own productivity levels
as well as decide on wages,
salaries and company orga-
nisation. The criteria would
be competition and profit.

Looking at neighbouring
Yugoslavia, with over 1 mil-
lion unemployed and
thousands more being sack-
ed as firms are bankrupted,
or at the not unsimilar pat-
tern developing in Hungary,
Bulgarian workers must
have misgivings about the
proposed perestroika (res-
tructuring).

= —— Cl et E— e -

- September, when the
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peaceful end. The bureaucracy
leaders. But Stalinist nationality policy remains.
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ate Georgi Dimitrov, hero of the Reichstag trial and Bulgarian Communist Pa
in 1949 (centre); the more pliant present Stalinist leader Todor Zhivkov (getting equal
recently announced no more lavish May Day marches, and fewer

rty leader

Bulgaria’s

‘missing
minority’

polit-
bureau announced that por-
traits and busts of party
leader and president Todor
Zhivkov and other living
leaders would no longer be
displayed all over the place
as before. ‘It is especially
important to-cease the glor-
ification of leaders simply
because of the. posts they
occupy.’ |

Possibly this is to save ex-
pense when top bureaucrats
are replaced, rather than
spelling an dee'p change in
style of leadership. The polit-
bureau statement also
announced that ‘excessively
unjustified and expensive’
state-organised May Day pa-
rades were to cease.

Besides wasting money,

they had been ‘marked by
hypocrisy, vanity and for-

malism’, the statement said,

contributing to working peo-
ple becoming alicnated from
the Party. |

Hencefortn, ‘the pace and
style of celebration’ would
be decided by the workers.
Which sounds fine.

However, there could be
another side to this. While

May Day, the international

workers’ dag, i1s being down-
graded, the bureaucracy has
announced that 3 March will
be restored as a public holi-
day, National Liberation
Day, commemorating the

- establishment of the first
‘Bulgarian state in 1878.

- This has not been cele-
brated since 1945. Although
an extra public holiday may
seem innocent enough, this
commemorates not only a
bourgeois state but an ex-

pansionist one. -

The San Stefano Treaty

| had to be revised. It gave

Bulgaria the whole of Mace-
donia, a large chunk of
which is now the Macedo-
nian Republic in Yugoslavia.

Is the bureaucracy celeb-
rating victory over the Otto-
man Turks in the last cen-
tury, or proclaiming its
chauvinism towards
Macedonians and Bulgarian
Turks today?

It will take more than the

4 § t. ‘X .more wélcome 'sign of - -removal of portraits or eco-
condemned its emerg . pelitical change--came 6n.2 . .nomising on: processions to

convince us that the Bulga-
rian regime is not still Stalin-
ist. Its leaders may be re-
sorting to the proverbial last
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refuge of scoundrels — pat-
riotism — to confront com-
ing struggles with the work-
ing class.
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The Hungarian revolution of 1956 and its brutal suppression
by Russian tanks was a watershed in the history of

socialism.

In October 1956 Peter Fryer was sent to cover these events

“ for the Daily Worker. He reported what he saw — only to
have his despatches suppressed and to be suspended and
then expelled from the Communist Party.
He saw people in arms demolish a regime of fear and |
poverty and take power in their own hands. He saw securnty
police atrocities — and the people’s terrible revenge.
Then he watched appalled as a nation's new-born freedom

was relentlessly crushed.
ISBN: 0 86151 072 6

New Park Publications Ltd.
10-12 Atlantic. Road, London SW9 8HY

Price £2.95 .
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LETTERS

Education:
Thatcher can’t
be fought on
her own
grounds

CYRIL SMITH’S suggestion
(Workers Press, 26 Septem-
ber) that educational issues

should be discussed is

timely.

This letter is not a re-
sponse from one of those ‘in-
stant experts’ Peter Fryer so
tellingly castigates in the
same issue, more of a foot-

. note.

In 1981 the Thatcher reg-
ime launched its attack on
the universities, where a me-
asure of democratic oppor-
tunity for working class stu-
dents had been opened up in
the expansion of the 19605

Due, probably, to a series
of historical accidents, Aber-
deen University found itself
in the eye of the storm. A
principled resistence was
mounted which aroused con-
siderable interest from uni-
versity teachers nationwide
and even internationally.

Today Aberdeen is facing
even worse cuts resulting in
proposals for ‘restructuring’
which, if carried through,
would threaten its existence
as a university as well as
involving huge job losses and
much diminished student
opportunity.

There is a symbolic sym-
metry in this. An institution

with 1ts roots in the historical

soll from which the humane

- achievements of bourgeois

culture were to flourish .s to
be lopped off by the decadent
Tory capitalists on the eve of
its 500th anniversary!

- The situation at Aberdeen,
of course, i1s part of an
assault on the system of
higher education as a whole ,
and on the values which have
underpinned it.

No longer is there to be
even lip-service paid to indi-
vidual opportunity for intel-
lectual development; only
the subordination of all edu-
cational values to the needs
of finance capital and loyalty
to ‘vocational interests’ as it
is defined by the increasing-
ly authoritarian and narrow-
ly-based Thatcher-run state.

~ Defensive responses,
though necessary, are now

- Inadequate. In 1981 the seeds

of a more profound discus-
sion were sown; but since
then they have tended to be
forgotten amidst false hopes
of electoral defeat for the
Torles.

~ Many people involved in
the education system now
recognise that no humane
educational ideas and prac-
tices can survive the utterl
demoralised and reactmn-

Letters do not necessarily reflect the view of the Editorial Board.
Letters over 500 words will normally

first post Monday at: Workers Press, PO Box 735, London SW9 7QS,
and should include sender’s address.

be cut. Letters should arrive by

ary conception that youw have
to fight Thatcher and her
City backers on her own
ground and with her own
values.

The reason for recalling

the situation at Aberdeen

University is that in 1981 a
modest beginning was made
at placing an independent
discussion of educational
and scholarly values and
aims at the centre of an

organised fight to defend one

sector of the education sys-
tem — the universities.

Similar — indeed deeper
— issues were raised durmg
the Scotland teachers’ in-

dustrial action of 1985-1987.

They surfaced in the discus-

sion at the first annual John
Maclean Memorial lecture,
organised by the Lanark-
shire Educatlonal Institute
of Scotland (the teachers’ un-
ion) in 1986.

Teachers present there
might take up Cyril Smith’s

- suggestion. And the Aber- |

deen discussion — in which
some current Workers Press
supporters were amongst
many contributors — may

still have some relevance as

one small starting-point,
although things have moved
mightily since then. -

The record of it, ‘Universi-

ties Against the Cuts’ (pub-
lished by Aberdeen Associa-
tion of University Teachers)
1s available from me, De-
partment of History, Uni-
versity
£1.50 1nc. postage).

'l‘erry Brotherstone

On Sinn Fein

‘ARE WE argning that Sinn
Fein are ‘‘natural Marx-
i1sts’’?" asks Barry Forder
(Workers Press, 26 Septem-
ber). Certainly not.

Sinn Fein are a nationalist,
Republican movement.
Their leaders’ strategy
(clearly outlined in Gerry
Adams’ recent book ‘The
Politics of Irish Freedom’) is
one of ‘two stages’ — first
the unification of Ireland and
second a gradual transition
to socialism — which is
opposed to the Marxist
theory of Permanent Re-
volution.

In the military sphere, the

Republican movement’s
methods are close to the
guerrillaism of Mao and
Guevara, rather than the
Marxist positions on the role
of military struggle in work-
Ing class revolution which
Tirotsky developed during
the Russian Revolution and
civil war.

These basic strategical

- questions divide Trotskyists

from Republicans, but they
do not prevent us uniting
with them in the struggle
against the British imperial-
ist occupation, the defence of
political prisoners and the

‘organisation of solidarity ac-

tions for the Irish struggle in
Britain

Mr and Mrs F.Keenan

of Aberdeen (price

Comrade Forder asks if
there is ‘a danger of tail-

ending Sinn Fein’. For a
Trotskyist organisation in
imperialist Britain, this dan-
ger is dwarfed by the danger
of adapting to the rotten pro-
imperialist
bureaucracy, who help orga-
nise and perpetrate every
?ctdof violence against Ire-
an

My review of ‘Ten Men
Dead’ drew attention to one
central conclusion British
socialists can draw from
such a book: the need to
re-double our efforts to raise
the question of Irish political
prisoners in the Bl‘ltlsh
labour movement.

A half page book review
could not possibly deal with
the fundamental issues
which divide Marxism from
nationalism and Republican-
ism. I don’t apologlse for not
trying.

Neither could a book re-
view tackle the gigantic
moral, ideological and poli-
tical questlons posed when a
group of political prisoners
decide to go on strike. Take

- comrade Forder’s quotation

from Terence MacSwinney

~— that ‘it 1s not those who

inflict the most, but those
who suffer the most who will
conquer.’

Suffering does effect re-
volution. In certain historic-
al circumstances — the Viet-

namese struggle against the

US for example — the ability
of the. working class and
struggling masses to suffer
does play a role.

The suffering and heroism
of a few can inspire millions
— such was the case with the
Palestinians who defeated
Jordan at Karameh in 1968:

-and with the hunger strikers,

whose actions helped bring a
whole generation of youth
into political strug-
gle. . . they didn’t set out to
do so, but that is what hap-
pened

In my book review I wrote -

about the concrete circumst-
ances which gave rise to the
hunger strikes: the desper-
ate position facing the IRA,

the fact that virtually half

their forces were in jail, the
‘criminalisation’ policy of
British imperialism.

Another point for comrade

Forder to consider: it is not
only Republican prisoners
who have resorted to hunger

- striking. Trotskyists used it

in the Stalinist labour
camps.

Socialists and trade union-

i1sts are using it right now in
Turkey. Political tactics are
conditioned not only by diffe-
rent ideologies, but by the
immediate circumstances of
the struggle — like being
locked up for life.

Comrade Forder seems to
think I should have pub-
lished — six years after the
event — ‘criticisms of men
who were prepared to die for
their movement’ (i.e. the
hunger strikes).

labour

I have nothing to crmclse
them for. They were not poli-
tical leaders, spokesmen or
theoret1c1ans but ordinary
working class fighters: the
writings they have left be-
hind — those of Bobby Sands

— 1 would not criticise but

recommend to everyone to
read.

We do have a responsibil-
ity to fight out battles with
al] political tendencies, with
every degree of honesty.

If there has not been more
comment in Workers Press,
not only about Sinn Fein but
on all political tendencies in
Ireland, it is mainly due to
the lack of a strong Trots-
kyist movement there which
can produce the sort of ex-
cellent articles we have car-
ried on South Africa.

(Among the material we
have published from Ireland
was a cnthue of Sinn Fein’s
‘two stage’ theory . by
political prisoners in Long

- Kesh for whom the ‘blanket

protest’ and hunger strike
campaign formed a vital
part of their political experi-
ence.)

As a tendency In the Brit-
ish labour movement, we
can never publish enough
material attacking British
imperialism in Ireland, its
savage armed occupation,
the miserable cowardly
labour bureaucrats who sup-
port i, and defending to the
hilt the rights of polltlcal
prisoners.

Simon Plram

A letter from
Brussels to
Renuka

TO Mrs Renukaben Lakhama,

baby and husband
AS A READER of Workers

- Press, I wish to join with

those who are giving you and
your dear family support
against your deportation
from Britain.

Hoping this message will
reach you quickly and that 1t

will find you still living in
England (as you are married
to a British citizen you have
the right to remain there
with your husband).

Please accept my greet-
ings of solidarity.

Mane-Jeanne Guermant.

Brussels
@® See story on page 2!

ACCUSER of

CAPITAI.ISM

Speechﬁunthedod May9th 1908

Edited. with a new introduction by Terry Brotherstone
Price 75p
ISBN: 0 86151 073 9

New Park Publications Ltd, 10-12 Atlantic Road. London SW9 8HY.

Tel: 01-274 8342

- Also distributed by:
Hope Street Book Centre, 321 Hope Street, Glasgow G2 3PT. Tel:

041-332 8881

THE LONG MARCH — Tour of
Britain 1987

, Wales*.2, 3 Octo-
ber, antol 5 October, Leeds,
Trades Club. 6 October, Shef-
field, Memorial Hall. 7 October,
llnddersﬁeld. 8 October, Hull,
Trade Union Centre. 9 October.

York. 10 October, Barnsley. 12
October, Glasgow, Jordan Hill
College. 13, 14, 15 October, Edin-
burgh, Traverse Theatre. 16
October, p.m. Trade Union Hall;

late p.m. Glasgow, Tran
Theatre. 17 October, Glasgow,

Maryhill Community Central
Hall. 19, 20 October, Tyneside*.

22, 23 October, Lancashire*. 26-31

October, East Anglia including
Cambridge, Norwich, Colches-
ter*. 1 November, London
Brixton*.

*  exact details to be con-
firmed, contact 0533 712 041

Two important
pamphlets on lran

Cary

e NMatron
w.

the lranian

Workers Price: £1,
obtainable
movement from B.M. CARI,
. | LONDON WC1N 3XX
\ or through Paperback

TR A ] - Centres.
Price: 50p, obtainable — :
from Committee for T ——
Defence of Women'’s "
Rights in Iran,
c/o London Women’s
Centre, -
70 Great Queen St.
London
WC2b 5AX,
or through Paperback
Centres

The case of the Guildford Four

WE HAVE been asked by Mr and
Mrs Keenan to write to you again.
They are grateful to you that the

-correction was published in your

1ssue of the 13 June 1987 concerning
the original article in your issue of
the 24 May 1986 which reported the
recollections of Paul Hlll s Aunt
Theresa Smalley who described
herself as Theresa Cushnahan.

Unfortunately neither we nor Mr
and Mrs Keeran had an opportun-
ity of seeing this correction before
it went to pre.s. There are a num-
ber of pther matters which Mr and
Mrs Keenan wanted to deal with
and one or iwo matters which
needed to be {ully set out so that
there could b2 no misunderstand-
ing about thein.

1. in the correction that was pub-
lished in your Issue of the 13 June
1987 11 was stzed at the paragraph
mtimbered fc'. - that at no stage did
Mr Keenar --:nk he was going to
be killed Th:: sas mtended simp-
Iy 10 refer 16 "¢ mcident described

: iow. Mrs Smalies when allegedly a -

gun was plac- d to his head and the
trigger was rulled. That meident

‘never took place. However, there

- was an incident which occurred

during the time that Mr Keenan
was being driven from London to
Guildford when Mr Keenan did

~ think that he was going to be shot.

2. In the paragraph numbered
three it was stated in connection
with the i1ncident being described
by Mrs Smalley that Mr Keenan
was not told that he was an IRA

sympathiser. That is correct be-
cause that incident never took
place but there was another occa-

sion when Mr Keenan was in Guild-
ford Police Station when he was
accused of being an IRA sym-
pathiser. |

3. In your article which appeared
in your Issue of the 24 Ma 1986
Mrs Smalley stated a number of
matters which to the knowledge of
Mr and Mrs Keenan are not cor-
rect. The first of these is that after
the initial visit by Surrey Consta-
bulary to Mrs Smalley, Mrs Smal-
ley asserts that- Mrs Keenan rang

her and that as-a resiuit Mrs Smai--_

ley discovered that Mrs Keenan,
her brother. Paul Hill’s mother

and also Mrs Smalley S parents
had been visited by police Oﬁlcers
at the same time.

Mr and Mrs Keenan did not have

a telephone 1n 1974. Mrs Keenan

rang Mrs Smalley after the visit by

- the Police and it was Mrs Smalley

who told Mrs Keenan that these
raids had taken place. Mrs Smal-
ley had learned of them because
she had a telephone and the family
were therefore able to communi-
cate with her.

4. Later on in the same article Mrs
Smalley alleges that when she
opened the door of her flat she
found Mrs Keenan standing there

- surrounded by about 15 armed Spe-

cial Branch men and a woman
uniformed Police Officer and an
alsation dog. This 1s not correct.
Initially when Mrs Keenan was
brought to Mrs Smalley’s flat she
was escorted by two Officers only
and there was no dog.

She then stayed in the flat for a

_Short period of time and was then
taken from the flat by "the same’-
two Officers with the mtentlon of

taking her ‘0 Guildford. The pur-

- pose of the visit to the flat was for'
Mrs. Keenan to leave her small son

with Mrs Smalley. When Mrs
Keenan was leaving she saw a
large group of Police Officers
approaching Mrs Smalley’s flat.

She thereupon msnsted on return-
ing to Mrs Smalley’s flat because
she was fearful as to what would
happen to her son if the Officers
approaching Mrs. Smalley’s flat
intended to arrest Mrs Smalley
and take her to a Police Station.

- Having satisfied herself that the

Officers did not intend to arrest
Mrs Smalley she then left with the
same two Officers that she had
arrived with. On each occasion
Mrs Keenan was in Mrs Smalley’s

flat for about ten minutes.

9. In the same article, Mrs Smal-
ley alleges that Mrs Keenan has a
heart condition and has had a pace-
maker fitted. It is correct that Mrs
Keenan has a heart condition but

she did g()t then bhave, .and has, . %

.neven ha

a pacemaker.
6. Any implication in the article in

your Issue of the 24 May 1986 that
Mr and Mrs Keenan were aware

- that when the Police had called at

-
¥

the flat of Mrs Smalley they had
asked for Paul Hill it is em hatl-
cally denied by Mr and Mrs
Keenan. At no time on the 23
November 1974 was the name
‘Paul Hill’ mentioned to Mr and
Mrs Keenan by anyone.

It 1s correct that Mr Keenan is
not a Republican Sympathiser and
it 1s also correct that he is a Protes-
tant. However the description that
he holds very definite Protestant
views’ is open to a number of

- interpretations. Mr Keenan would

like to make it plain that he does
not hold any views which could
possibily be described as extrem-
ist, bigoted or loyalist.

Finally, Mr and Mrs Keenan
wish to make it absolutely clear
that they are not members of any
Committee or Campaign or any
group or organisation.

TEE TS WYY f“i;t  E Y5k ?fi S
Yours faithfully,
George. Baker & Co.
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Monstrous
reglment

HAT can any sane and decent per-
son find to say of an institution
where newcomers — boys in their
late teens — are initiated by being ‘bap-
tised’ in baths of urine ﬂoatmg with
faeces? -

Where one young man has his testicles
tied with wire which is then passed round
his arms and neck? Where another 1s
thrown out of a first-floor window 1n a
‘sleeping-bag, so that several bones are

broken?

Where others are pushed into a little
cupboard into which a CS gas grenade 1s
thrown? Where young men are forced to
bugger each other in front of their fellow-
recruits?

This is not some fictionalised account of
life in the Roman army under Nero, nor an
extract from the obsessional pages of the
marquis de Sade.

It is life in the 1980s in the King’s Own
Scottish Borderers, a British regiment
described by its officers as ‘the greatest
fighting machine in Germany’.

Life? Say rather that, for the victims, 1t
was a living hell.

The officers responsible for leadmg thlS
unit so disgustingly riddled with ‘disgrace-
ful conduct of a cruel and indecent kind’
either knew what was going on, and
turned a blind eye; or else they didn’t
know what was going on but should have
done. Either way, they bear a heavy share

of the responsibility, and some of them

have been punished.

The commanding officer of the regim-
ent’s 1st battalion has been relieved of his
-command. Two company commanders — a
major and a captain — have been sus-

pended.
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Two former privates in the regiment —
both had served in Northern Ireland —
have been sent to jail, one for 12 months,
the other for eight months. At least two

more courts martial, arising from the

same set of circumstances, are expected
between now and Christmas. |

And there is good reason to believe that
what has come out in public so far is just
the tip of the iceberg: that abominable
.bullymg of this kind is quite widespread
throughout the British army — so much
so that senior officers have demded that
something had better be done about it.
Hence the Borderers’ court martial.

Officers of this tainted regiment, en-
gaged in the usual damage limitation
exercise, have been telling Journahsts that
‘recruits only reflect the society they are
drawn from, and society itself has never
been so violent’.

This is a cop-out, from several points of
view. ‘Violent and depraved’ initiation
rites have always been a notorious feature
of the public schools in which the «fficer
class receive their early training in ‘lead-
ership’.

The essential purpose of an 1mper1allst
army is violence. Such an army 1s an
institution dedicated to training young
men to wound, maim, and kill other young
men. | |

4

The British army recruits young work-
ers and does its best to turn them, by fair
means or foul, into brutes and thugs. This
has been demonstrated again and again in
the blood-stained record of British im-

perialism’s dealings with subject peoples.

It is impossible to read an objective

account of the revenge taken by British

troops against the Indian insurgents of
1857 without a feeling of deep shame and
revulsion.

Similar emotions are aroused by the
details of the brutal revenge British troops
took in the Cyprus town of Famagusta 1n
1958. Angered by the murder of a British
woman, they frightened a child to death,
smothered a man in the back of a lorry,
and -beat up many others, one of whom

died from his injuries. And the British
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government refused to mount an inquiry

into those events.

Similar violence, cruelty, and ruthless-
ness have been displayed by the British
imperialist army of occupation in Ireland.

Indeed, if Britain’s recent undercover op-

erations there are included, as perforce
they must be, the pattern shows striking
parallels to what has been happening on a

small scale in the King’s Own Scottish
Borderers.

Young British workers are inherently
no more brutal than the young workers of
any other country. But when they join the
army they are brutalised, more or less
systematically.

The Borderers, like many other units,
has been a school for coarsening sensibili-
ties, expunging compassion, and teaching
that people of other ethnic backgrounds
are inferior, and fair game. British troops
in Germany are notorious, for instance, for

‘their attacks on Turkish immigran..

workers.
One other thing should be said. There is

-~ a sense In which the officers’ comments

are correct, though it is a sense they do not
themselves intend.

An army, in a class society, does reflect
the development of that society pretty

faithfully. In many ways it is a microcosm

of its society.

Our own society is in deep crisis. Inevit-
ably this crisis, with all the corruption and
moral decay to which it gives rise, will find
reflection in the enclosed, hate-filled,
artificial subculture of an army barracks.

And what a blistering indictment of
capitalist society it is that whiffs of CS gas,
buggery, and sadism turn out to be the
loathsome reality behind those glowing
advertisements promising young men a
life of adventure, service, and com-
radeship.

Looking at our past

London should not be missed by those
interested in adding an extra dimen-
sion to their grasp of history: how the past
actually looked. One picture is often worth

TWO exhibitions currently to be seen 1n

' hundreds of words.

‘Views of the Past’, a selection of the
British Library’s topographical drawings,
now on show at the British Museum, is
especially strong in English drawmgs of

‘the period 1760-1860.

Unfortunately this selection gives little
idea of the changes to the landscape
brought about by the industrial revolu-
tion; for that one must turn to chapter 7 of
‘The Making of the English Landscape’ by
W.G.Hoskins (published in 1970 as a
Pelican).

But it does give an excellent idea of how
Britain looked before ‘dark Satanic mills’
and slag-heaps and spoil-banks poisoned
the countryside, thanks to the activities of
those ‘grotesquely insensitive’ capitalists
of whom Hoskins writes: ‘No scruples

weakened their lust for money; they made
their money and left behind their muck.’

‘Thes Image of London’, at the Barbi-
can, 1s a fascinating assemblage of 262
drawings and paintings by visitors to
London between the years 1550 and 1920.

Many of these foreign artists had less
hesitation than their British contempor-
aries in depicting the extremes of poverty

and wealth. Gustave Dor, for instance,

who haunted Lambeth, Clerkenwell and
the docks, sketch-book and pencil in hand
can still evoke for us the nightmare of
poverty and degradation in which the
London poor lived 120 years ago.

At the other end of the social spectrum,
there’s nothing to beat James Tissot’s
‘Going to Business’, showing a self-
satisfied, top-hatted City mogul, absorbed
in his newspaper, being driven to his office

n his private carriage.

. Lookmg at our past, in these exhibi-
tions, helps us look at our present with
greater understanding and clarity.
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publication the following Thursday.

TRADE UNIONS AGAINST MSC Conference to co-ordinate opposition fo MSC schemes
and govemment policies on unemployment through the trade unions. Saturday 7
November, 9.30a.m.- 5p.m. Dr Jonson House, 40 Bull Street, Bymingham B4. Registration
£5. Contact: M.Arkwright 01-521 4130.

FREE MOSES MAYEKISO Free All South African Prisoners; Hands Off COSATU; End
British Collaboration With . March 1o South Africa House, Trafalgar Square.
gmmzoomw Assemblemd—day Clerkenwell Green, London EC2 (nearest tube:
NON-STOPP!CKETOFSOWHAFRICAHOUSEFaﬂmdeaseotNMMandeIaam
all political prisoners in South Africa. For sanctions against the racist South African

~ WORKERS |
REVOLUTIONARY |
PARTY

Please send me information about the Workers Re-
volutionary Party.

WORKERS PRESS leads the fight for Trotskyism
and Marxist principles in the labour and trade union
movement nationally and internationally.

The most reliable way to get your copy of WORKERS
PRESS is by post.

You can have WORKERS PRESS dellvered for 25p

govemmentOuBudeSoMAfncanse Trafagar Square. Organised by City of London per week.
:nAh.RCH FOH MAYEKISO COMMITTEE Open meelings every Wednesday 8p.m. | Trade Union
Preceding 10 October, to organise national demonstration in support of South African trade POSTAL SEND TO:

unionist Moses Mayekiso. Camden Town Hall (note change of venue!).

~ CAMPAIGN AGAINST POLICE REPRESSION (CAPR) Weekly planning meetings every
Tuesday 7.30p.m. Stoke Newington Community Centre, Leswin Road, N16. All weicome.
ContadBoxCAPﬂ838lad<stockRoadN4(019912938) -

BRING BACK VICTORIA WILLIAMS! ‘meetings second and fourth Wednes-
days of every month. 7.30p.m.. UCA, Acton Technical College, Mill Hill Road, W3.
 GREENHAM COMMON WOMEN'S CAMP To all women — we are still here; we slill need

your support! Near Newbury, Exit 13 on M4, or BR Newbury, Berkshire.

VIRAJ MENDIS LONDON SUPPORT GROUP Downing Street Protest every Monday.
6p.m.- 7p.m. (Westminster/Charing Cross tubes.) Weekly organisational meetings lake
place aitertheptdcet »

HOVEIENTFOHCIVILRIGHTSAIDJUSTIOEWeDean.PMeIWWImoupmmg

Secretary to the Central Committee

PO Box 735. London SW9
7QS

SUBSCRIPTION

WORKERS PRESS SEPTEMBER
In so far: £1,721.23
We are £278.77 short of our September fund!

Prompt, regular, reliable — anywhere in the world!
INLAND: 10 issues £4, 50 issues £19

Overseas SURFACE: 10 issues £5, 50 issues £24
EUROPE inc Eire: 10 issues £5.30, 50 issues £25.50

3 on 6 October 1985; immediate release of innocent framed and comwicted after the AIR: Near East: 10 issues £5.50, 50 issues £26.50
uprising; racism and oppression. March Broadwater Downing : . . " . . We must be in a position to announce its successful
' Gireet. Sigl:t 'df:tea Octobg‘d 10.00am. Meeting points: Seven Slsf:smtlg;% 30am. Americas, Asia, Africa: 10 issues £6.10, 50 issues £30 completion by the time next week’s paper is published, when

Far East, Australia: 10 issues £6 60, 50 issues £32 we can proceed with October’s target.

Therefore every outstanding penny for September will
have to be in by then.

Comrades must alert themselves to the fact that without
achlevlra every month’s £2,000 fund the production of a
orkers Press will remain in jeopardy.

‘Donations urgently, please, to: Workers Press, PO Box 735, o
London SW9 7QS

Manor House 11.00a.m., Finsbury Park, 11.10am., Camden Town tube 11.30am.,
Tratdgarsmaremﬁp.m. (ali times approximate). Rally in Hyde Park 3.00p.m. National
nd international Speakers. -

ELSALVADOR EBHTHANNIVERSARYOFFILNPicketUSEm Saturday, 10

Cctober, Mid-day-2p.m. Social in the evening 7p.m.-Midmight. Students Union, University
oi London, 20 Bedford Way, WC1 (tube: Russell Square).

BULLETIN OF THE IRISH HUNGER STRIKE COMMEMORATION COMMITTEE (BIRM-
Now available on £2 per year (3 issues incl. pp). From: Tiocfaidh Ar

- INGHAM) subscription: Send to: WORKERS PRESS,
| LadolHSCCPOBox5405paddiBlmuglwn,Bll4AU

PO Box 735, London SW9 7QS

¥

GET YOUR COPY IN!

ln the 78th Anniversary of the Russian Revelution
East London WRP
Discussions on Marxism

| | Workers Revolutionary Party
: § Tower Hamlets and Hackney Marxist
- ~ Discussion
St George’s Methodist Hall, Cable Street,
Stepney, E1 (nearest tube: Shadwell)
all at 7.30p.m
Friday 2 October: Stalinism and South Africa
Friday 6 November: Stalinism in Britain

| Friday 4 December: The Stalinist Theory of Socialism in a Single
i Country

WORKERS PRESS needs articles, lenere reports and photographs
| from YOU — whether you are someone taking up an issue in the
Sunday 11 October 7.30pm class struggle, a Workers Revolutionary Party member, someon¢

‘The Contribution of Marx and Engels’ readivg the paper for the firsttime . . . or just have stron¢: views &
t ' har - air!
. '2;]’,?%‘:% :}’et?ogisﬂ“‘éﬁ'mh | BUT — we need your material BY MONDAY EVENING (o- Tuesdar
ry _ , evening — ONLY if you are reporting something taking place ot !
West Ham Lane Monday or Tuesday).
Nearest Underground: Stratiord POST to WORKERS PRESS, PO Box 735, London SN9 708
Telephone 01-733 3058
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‘Science Column
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THIS is the first of a series of occasional columns dealing with

developments in Science and their implications for Marxism. T | ' d i

THE PAST two-and-a-half years has seen the =
noted astronomer and science fiction writer R
Professor Sir Fred Hoyle lead an assault against R i 4 . gl
that treasured bastion of Darwinian evolution:
the half-reptile, half-bird Archaeopteryx lithog- -

raphica. o |
- The specimens of the famed intermediate fossil are
Victorian fakes according to Hoyle and his co-authors.
- They were concocted to fit in with the just-announced

.......
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theory of evolution propounded by Charles Darwin in his

The first specimen of
Archaeopteryx to be described
appeared just two years after
the publication of the ‘Origin’
in 1861. |

- The meost amazing thing about
the Hoyle scam is that it has lasted
so long and been taken up avidly by
the so-called quality press. Hoyle
is after all noted for his outlandish
claims of ‘epidemics from outer

space’, ‘evolution from outer
space’ and ‘insects from outer
space’. :

This is at least a discipline he
claims to have qualifications in.
Vertebrate Palaeontology and
Evolutionary Theory are clearly
beyond his grasp.

Hoyle’s claims spring from an
idea propounded by the Orthodox
Jewish creationist Lee Spetner (a
rare beast this, most creationists
are evangelical protestants).

After a cursory inspection of the

London specimen of Archaeopteryx
Spetner claimed that the feather
impressions which surround the
skeleton had been carved in a layer
of cement which had been spread
around the skeleton of a pterodac-
tyl, an extinct flying reptile with an
elongated little finger which sup-
ports the wing membrane in the
manner of a bat.

Even a glance at the actual

specimen shows such fine micros-

copic detail of the feather impress-
lons that carving is out of the
question. One of the first investiga-
tors of Archaeotheryx Andreas
Wagner specifically looked for this
type of forgery in the 1860s and
dismissed it as impossible.

The skeleton is also almost iden-
tical to that of a small carnivorous
dinosaur and completely unlike the

- skeleton of a pterodactyl.

Not to be put off, Hoyle and
company came up with a different
line of attack. The feather impress-
ions were produced by laying mod-
ern ‘chicken’ feathers in a layer of
cement paste around the skeleton

of a Compsognathus , a small car-

nivorous dinosaur found in tne
same deposit as the famed
Archaeopteryxr , the Solenhofen
limestone of northern Bavaria in
Germany.

Scenario

When concocting this scenario

Hoyle had a certain advantage — .

he had never seen any of the speci-
mens. Incongruously the series of
articles which expounded the
‘fake’ idea appeared in the ‘British
Journal of Photography’ on the
spurious grounds that new photo-
graphic techniques were being em-
ployed. |

Hoyle must have known in adv-
ance that no reputable scientific
Journal would have touched his
articles. |

Just to give some idea of the
level of scholarship evinced by
Hoyle and his co-thinkers: they
describe the tail seen in the photo-
aph to have feather impressions

own either side of the of it as a
single huge feather.

They were also convinced that

the Natural History Museum speci-

men was the only one in existence.

g_rove the
o

“On the Origin of the Species’.

In fact there are five other speci-
- mens, including two other superb

examples (Berlin and Eichstatt).

When Hoyle finally bothered to
go and look at the specimen in the
Natural History Museum he proc-
laimed: ‘We haven’t come here to
see if it is a fake, we already know
that, we want to see how it was
done!’ |

The scientists at the museum
remained unconvinced, but never-
theless ran several tests. Photo-
graphs using ultra-violet light
failed to reveal any evidence of the
expected binding agent necessary
to fix the cement layer to the rock
surrounding the bones. -

‘Cracks

Minute cracks filled with the
mineral calcite and impossible to
fake in cement criss-cross the

, feather impressions, and fern-like

growths of manganese dioxide
match perfectly on both upper and
lower slabs of the specimen and
across the supposedly faked
feathers.

This evidence did not impress
Hoyle, he had a book to get out,
‘Archaeopteryx the primordial bird
— a case of tossil forgery’. This is
probably the worst book of pseudo-
science currently in print.

Despite all the patient explana-

tion of the museum scientists the
pig-headed Hoyle stuck to his guns

and constructed a conspiracy sce-

nario around the alleged faking,
involving the discoverers, Richard
Owen who described the specimen
and wanted to set a trap for the
Darwinists, and Thomas Henry
Huxley (Darwin’s bulldog).

This conspiracy to back up
evolution must have existed from
at least thr.e years prior to the
publication of the ‘Origin’ because
the first specimen of Archaeop-
teryx to be discovered (1855) was

- wrongly described as a pterodactyl

and sold as such to the museum in
Haarlem. = o

- The forgers obviously knew of
the theory of evolution already,
faked their feather impressions to
provide evolution with an excellent
evolutionary intermediate then
forgot all about it and sold the
specimen as a common-or-garden
pterodactyl.

The expertise in forging was
obviously passed on down the gen-
erations as two more specimens

‘turned up in the 1950s. Unfortu-

nately the new forgers were just as
forgetful as their forebears.

. One specimen was initially iden-
tified as the dinosaur Compsog-
nathus and was not recognised as

Archaeopteryx for over 20 years,

while the other lay unrecognised in
a workman’s cabin until a local
geology student picked it out of a
pile of discarded :slabs in the
corner. SE

In response to Hoyle and his
compatriots the Natural History
Museum has organised a new ex-
hibition, ‘The Feather Fly’, which
assembles all the Iatest informa-
tion gleaned in their research to
genuine nature of the

ssil.

" The highlight of the display is the

actual specimen, on display for the

The London specimen of Archaeopteryx lithographica now on display at the British Museum (Natural History),
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Cromwell Road, London SW7 5BD — definitely not a fake

first time In 20 years and freshly

cleaned up — it looks magnificent.

Unfortunately the display lays
too much emphasis on the minutae
of the debate with Hoyle (close-up
photographs of cracks loom large)
and pulls its punches by not going
on to the attack against the real
fraud — Sir Fred himself.

They treat the Hoyle argument
as almost worthy of serious consid-

eration with the appeal to the visi-

tor to choose between two compet-
ing hypotheses which are rather
tastelessly presented in political
guise.

-Archaeopteryx then you have to gb

If you favour the reality of the

for the blue rosette, only followers
of Hoyle plump for the red.

A much better job could have
been done if the museum had
arranged the exhibition as a full
blown defence of ‘Archie’ with a
blow-by-blow account of the
idiocies put forward by the Hoyle
camp.

One incongruity that mars the
presentation is the restoration of
the dinosaur Compsognathus
which follows Hoyle in giving the
animal three fingers, making it
appear a good candidate for the
basis of an Archaeopteryx forgery

L3
A
A >
R, . >
e, - v +
ey
Ly, s S
N 3 20 :, ?'! >
S 7 =y

~ Ny
X : ‘:“‘.Ei-'i?:} ﬂ:}@:ﬁb&\ il G R

v ate
e
'.'.:.l 4 Qb »
e (A
.

i

—_— Archie has three digits on 1t’s
hand.

In fact Compsognathus has only
two fingers, so the forger would
have had to have faked an extra
finger, as well as a furcula (wish-
bone) to complement the feathe

impressions. -

Anyone wanting to go and see the
exhibition should also remember
the new £2 charge for adults at the
museum and the less well adver-
tised fact that entry is still free
between 4.30 and 6p.m. — on week-
days only.

MIKE HOWGATE

REPUBLICAN PRISONERS OF WAR e

LONG LARTIN
HM Prison Long Lartin, South Littleton,
Evesham, Worcs,r WR11 5TZ
LIAM BAKER, 20-year sentence, 464984.
JAMES BENNETT, 20-year sentence, 464989.
PETER JORDAN, 15-year sentence, H22338.
EDDIE BUTLER, Life sentence, 338637.
ROBERT CUNNINGHAM, 20-year sentence,
131877. | |
GERRY CUNNINGHAM, 20-year sentence,
132016.
JOHN McCOMB, 17-year sentence, B51715.
ANDY MULRYAN, 20-year sentence, 461576.
PATRICK MULRYAN, 20-year sentence, 461575.

NOEL GIBSON, Life sentence, 879225.

PARKHURST
HM Prison Parkhurst, Newport, isle of Wight,
PO30 5NX
PATRICK HACKETT, 20-year sentence, 342603.
GERRY McDONNELL, Life sentence, B75882.

~ PAUL NORNEY, Life sentence, 863532,

SEAN McSHANE, B75898.
TOMMY QUIGLEY, Life sentence 69204,
PETER SHERRY, Life  sentence, B75880.

WAKEFIELD
HM Prison Love Lane, Wakefield, W Yorks.
WF2 9AG ‘ | .
HUGH DOHERTY, Life sentence, 338636. .
CON McFADDEN, 20-year sentence, 130662.

STRANGEWAYS |
HM Prison Southall Street, Manchester 3,
Lancs. .
NATALINO VELLA, 15-year sentence, B71644.

ALBANY :
HM Prison Aibany, Newport, Isle of Wight,
PO30 5RS : _
MARTIN BRADY, Life sentence, 119087.
HARRY DUGGAN, Life sentence, 338638.
BILLY GRIMES, 10-year sentence, 78647.
SEAN KINSELLA, Life sentence, 758661.

GARTREE
HM Prison Gartree, Leicester Rd, Market Har-
borough, Leics, LE16 7RP .
RONNIE McCARTNLEY, Life sentence, 463799.
STEPHEN NORDONE, Life sentence 758663.
JOE O'CONNELL, Life sentence, 338635
ROY WALSH, Life sentence, 119083.

FRANKLAND |
HM Prison Finchale Ave, Brasside, Durham

WILLIAM ARMSTRONG, Life sentence, 119085

BRENDAN DOWD, Life sentence, 758662.
PAUL HOLMES, Life sentence, 119034.
MICHAEL J McKENNEY, 16-year sentence,
L46486. - | |
EODIE O'NEILL, 20-year sentence, 135722.

LEICESTER

HM Prison Welford Rd, Leicester, LE2 7AJ
PAUL KAVANAGH, Life sentence, 1888. -
BRIAN KEENAN, 21-year sentence, B26380.
PATRICK McGEE, Life sentence, B75881.

WORMWOOD SCRUBS .
HM Prison, PO Box 757, Du Cane Road,
London W12 OAE . |
DONAL CRAIG, 4 years. -

VINCE DONNELLY, Life Sentence, 274064.

HM Prison Durham, Oid Elvert Street, Durham.
MARTINA ANDERSON, Life sentence, D25134.

ELLA O'DWYER, Lile~sentence, "D£5135.. * » ~ ‘supilying and updating” this information

REMAND PRISONERS:
. BRIXTON -
HM Prison, Jebb Avenue, Brixton, London
SW2 5XF.
G. (DANNY) McNAMEE, L48616
LIAM McCOTTER, LB83693

_PATRICK McLAUGHLIN, LB83694
LIAM QUINN, 49930

INNOCENT MEN AND
WOMEN FRAMED BY THE
BRITISHRPOLICE:

CARCOLE RICHARDSON, 290719, HM Prison
Styal, Wilmslow, Cheshire
PATRICK ARMSTRONG, HM Prison Gartree.
PAUL HILL, 462778. HM Prison Wormwood
Scrubs.
GERARD CONLON, 462779, HM Prison Long
Lartin. - :
JUDITH WARD, HM Prison Durham.
HUGH CALLAGHAN, 509499, HM Prison Gar-
tree.
JOHN WALKER, 509494, HM Prison, Long Lartin.
BILLY POWER, 509498, HM Prison Wormwood
Scrubs.

GERARD HUNTER, 509495, HM Prison Frank-

land.

Wormwood Scrubs. ]

PADDY HILL, 509496, HM Prison Gartree.
PATRICK McLOUGHLIN, HM Prison Wormwood
SCbeS'- ' \
They are ali serving life and in the case of Carole
Richardson, indefinite detention. -

We thank An Cumann Cabhrach, British section, for

ke & e » « ES

RICHARD McILKENNY, 509497, HM Prison




ROBSON’'S CHOICE
- Packaged to sell

razor blades

- Not gUunsS

IT was no surprise
to learn that many
viewers had been
deeply moved by
Mandela (25
September — C4).
‘How tragic and
unjust’ said one,
‘that these racists
can lock up a man
for life for fighting
for his people — it
shows what anim-
als they are!‘.

Many others, those

especially who through

no fault of their own
had scant knowledge of
the liberation struggle

In South Africa over

the past three decades,
or Nelson and Winnie
Mandela’s contribu-
tion to it, undoubtedly
shared this sense of
outrage.

A similar chord will be

- struck in every one of the

30 countries the film is
due to be transmitted, of
that I am quite sure.

Do we deduce from this
response that author Ronaid
Harwood and director Philip
Saville (‘Boys from the
Blackstuff’) were fully justi-
fied in hi-jacking a complex
and crucially important slice

- of modern history and turn-

ing a living struggle into
soap? -1 think not.

Had the authors not tri-
vialised and distorted his-
tory, had they not presented

an €x

‘that the Sha

Nelson Mandela as some
kind of remote, Olympian

god and Winnie Mandela as a

passive, coy, simpering,
wimp, a dolly bird in western
clothing whose lips quivered
for lack of lines, would audi-
ences around the world have
been less moved?

Had Winnie Mandela been

'shown to break new ground

when she became the first
black social worker in South

Africa; had her early in-

litical
upon

vovlement in the
struggle (force

thousands of women in South
Africa long before the 1970s)

been brought out, would this

have made her a less de-

voted wife and mother?

Had the Benny character
(Mandela’s ‘driver’) been
shown as he really was: as
rienced underground
member of the South African
Communist Party (from

which the nationalist leaders

learned everything about
clandestine organisation),
rather than a local version of

Woody Allen who could drive -

a straight line without hit-
ting a fire hydrant, would
this have dimished Mande-
la’s stature as a leader?

Had 1t been made clear
rpeville demon-
stration was called by the
Pan African Congress
(rather than by Mandela and
the ANC), implying in so
doing that there was more
than one political doctrine
competing for supremacy in
the South African revolution,
would this have bewildered
audiences around the world?

Had the Sharpeville mur-
ders been committed by
South African state forces
who went berserk when con-
fronted by a sea of deter-
mined black men, women
and children and com-

‘menced shooting indiscrimi-

nately into the crowd even

before their superiors had
given them the order to do
so, would this have mini-
mised the bestiality of their
actions? |

Had Bram Fisher (the
leading SACP lawyer) and
Nelson Mandela not had
their roles reversed by the
authors; had we seen the
Fisher character recom-
mend that the Rivonia trial
be fought politically rather
than legally, would we have
demanded that Mandela
Close, NW10, revert to its
original name?

Had Oliver Tambo and

Nelson Mandela’s office in

Johannesburg been less G-
Plan and more like the dingy
original it was — the best
that circumstances permit-
ted at the time — would audi-
enc;:s have recoiled in hor-
ror?

I could go on, but I won’t.

Suffice it to say that when

producer Graham Benson of
STV claimed in Right of Rep-
ly — in what must have been
the weakest defence of a
programme I have ever
heard — that Oliver Tambo’s
son assisted with the re-
search and advised the pro-
duction team and that South
African ANC members were

- on the set throughout the

filming, he was either hav-
ing us on or there are greater
divisions within the ANC
than we were aware of.

There i1s no doubt in my

mind that Mandela was not
packaged to arm the strug-
gle by mobilising support in-
ternationally, but -to sell
razor blades. But not only
that. When Winnie Mandela
publicly disowned the film,
insisting that it served ‘no
political purpose and was
made solely for commercial
reasons’, I believe she was
both right and wrong.

A key sequence showed

‘Mandela in court. The ex-

NELSON MANDELA

éerpt from his speech high-

lighted by the authors in-
cluded the following: ‘I have
never been a member of the
Communist Party. Commun-
ists regard the parliamen-
tary system of the west as
being undemocratic and
reactionary. But, on the con-
trary, I'm an admirer of

" such a system. I have great
respect for British pelitical

institutions. The British par-
liament is ‘the most demo-
cratic institution in the
world. The American con-

gress, that country’s doc-

trine of separation of power,
as well as the independence
of the judiciary, arouse in
me similar sentiments.’

.This must have sounded
like musie to the
bourgeoisie, especially since
the recent miners strike that
marked a new high point in
the class struggle in South
Africa.
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SATURDAY, at
8.05p.m.(BBC2), Dance from
America features the work
of American choreographer
Alvin Ailey. At
9.50p.m.(BBC2), Bob Rafel-
son’s Five Easy Pieces fol-

lowed by The Shooting at

11.30p.m.(BBC2).

On Sunday, at
2.30p.m.(Radio 4), Globe
Theatre presents Michael
Frayn’s Clouds. At
7.50p.m.(BBC2), The Great
Philosophers introduces De-
scartes. At 8.15p.m.(C4), the
first of
documentaries on the work
of architect Le Corbusier: At
9.15p.m.(C4), Alan Bennett’s
Fine Day. At
10.30p.m.(ITV), A South
Bank Show Special presents
Tony Palmer’s film on sin-
ger Maria Callas. At
10.40p.m.(BBC2), Louis Mal-
le’s moody Atlantic City.

On Monday, at
10.30p.m.(ITV), Vanessa

Redgrave in Fred Zinne-
mann’s Julia. At 11p.m.(C4),

9p.m.(ITV),

two French

package of special effects.
At 9p.m.(C4), The Politics of
Food. / - |

- On Wednesday, at
3p.m.(Radio 4), prize win-
ning The Old Ladies at the

Zoo, is the Afternoon Play.

At 6.30p.m.(C4), Working it
Out, lcoks at changing pat-
terns of work with the intro-

duction of neww teehnolegy.

At 8.30p.m.(Radio 3),
Mozart’s serenata in two
acts, Il re Pastore. At
the second
documentary on silent come-
dian Buster Keaton by Kevin
Brownlow and David Gill: A
Hard Act to Follow. At
9.40p.m.(BBC1), Please God,
Don’t Let Peace Break Out,
an impressionistic portrait
of the Paris Air Show and its
formidable display of
weapons. At 10p.m.(C4), Bus-
ter Keaton in The General.

On Thursday, 1 will go
fishing. Other viewers might
like to do the same.

On Friday, at
10.20p.m.(BBC1), Omnibus

! _, _
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COSATU!

End British
Collaboration
with
Apartheid!

SOUTH AFRICA HOUSE

Meet 12 noon Clerkenwell Green London E02

MINERS at one of the Lothian
coalfield’s two remam_mg pits
were on a 24-hour protest strike
last week. At the other, men

under a month was staged against
the employment by private contrac-
tors — who are cutting a new shaft
linking the pit to Bilston Glen colliery

— of miners who took redundancy.

The Monktonhall men are incensed

that miners who had left British Coal

are being given jobs, in preference
to local men victimised following the

1984/1985 strike, many of whom Brit-

For a trade union
iInquiry into MI5

THE FOLLOWING resolution has been passed by the
- Guildford branch of the National Union of Journalists.

@THIS branch views with great concern the revelations in
Peter Wright’s memoirs that MI5 plotted to bring down a
democratically elected Labour government.

We also deplore and can only view with susmcilon the acts
of censorship by the Tory government.

SCOTS MINERS STRIK
‘Resign’ call to lead

.BY TERRY BROTHERSTONE

ish Coal refused to reinstate despite
being told to do so by industrial

were sacked during the strike.
A packed meeting of Bilston Glen

NUM last weekend came out strong-

ly against the Scottish area lead-
ership’s position of sustaining only
a minimal overtime ban. Calls for the
resignation of Scottish president
George Bolton and general
Eric Clarke were voiced¥-
branch decided to send a telegram

me Scheme
Liverpool.

Workers Press:

Colin Ser]eant the project
publlc1ty supervisor,

‘They left it to the last

to the union s NEC meetmg
place at the Labour Party

ban to be made more effective.

opening talks with the breakaway
Union of Demcratic Mineworkers

| conference
in Brighton, calling for the overtime

Free all delivered a broadside ‘against tribunals. A recent article in the Communist
FR E E South Africa the Scottish area leadership of  The Lothian coalfield had the high-  Party’s ‘Seven Days’ newspaper by
| Political the NUM. . | est rate of sackings nationally. More  Boiton, spelling out his acceptance
MOSES prisoners! At Monktonhall pit near Edin- than 140 men, including virtually the of negotiating with British Coal on
| burgh, the second one-day ‘strike in Whole of Monktonhall S committee, flexible working and advocating

fuelled the men’s anger. It is most

unustial for a branch to approach the
-national executive direct, especially

when the current ‘softly softly poli-

cy of the Euro-Communist-led Scot-
tish executive was recently rail-
roaded through an area delegate
conferenoe

Schemes and schemes

THE MANPOWER Services
Commission last week chop-
ped a Community Program
in Toxteth.
The scheme,
which employed &7 people.
had the backmg of Thatcher
and the Prince of Wales.

were among those employed

on the scheme, in an area
which is one of the worst in
the city for unemploymerit.
It provides a range of com-
munity support services, in-
cluding support for victims
of violence and advice on
welfare rights.

The closure is part of the
attempt to get rid of decent-
ly-paid schemes, which

told

~actually . provide useful re-

(Farringdon tube) : We believe it is a question for the whole labour movement | m inute, hoping everyone sources for the community.
to find out the truth and to learn the political lessons. We | would leave quietly. But Instead. the government
, < therefore call on the NUJ leadership to intiate a campaign | everyone here is determined wants - Job Training
~ City of London Anti-Apartheid Group within the labour movement for a public inquiry which would to fight the decision.’ Schemes, geared to the .

March for Mayekiso Committee 0t 837 6050. BM City AA. LLondon WC1N 3XX

-

-include labour movement representatives. 9

A number of black people

needs of mdustry

“Dangers in engineers’ leaders decision

B E
I ! .
’

HE DEAL!

THE decision of the engineering un-
ion national committee to send the
union’s leaders back to re-negotiate
parts of a job flexibility deal and then
put it to a ballot greatly endangers
the conditions and jobs of over a
million engineers. | |

The proposed deal was the outcome of three
years of negotiations resulting in an agreement
in July by the leaders of the 17 unions of the

Confederation of Shipbuilding and Engineering
‘Unions to recommend acceptance.

A

Last Thursday at East-
bourne the AEU national
committee defeated out-
right rejection of the deal
and voted by 50-68 to re-
negotiate ‘contentious’
issues and then put it to a
ballot that will give the
alternative of acceptance
or an all-out strike for

35-hours.

AEU president Bill Jordan
said the national committee
decision was not a setback.

The proposed deal in-

cludes eradication of de-
marcation lines on the shopf-
loor, allowing white- collar
workers to do engineers’

jobs, multiskills, eliminating

Jobs, and variation of hours
- ‘t0 meet fluctuatlons in de-

mand’ — giving employers
the right to fix working hours
at any time in the seven-day
week.

All this and more (see page
4) 1s in return for a reduction
in hours to 37-and-a-half per
week (at 39-hour productlon
figures) phased over three
years.
already won the 37-and-a-
half- hour week will gain no-
thing, but will be tied to the
conditions.

- Enormous anger has
grown up against the deal
among engineers and mem-

bers of the other unions that
‘make up the CSEU.

On Thursday last week 200

Those who have

engineers demonstrated
their opposition outside the
Winter Gardens, East-
bourne, as the rlght wing-
dominated national commit-
fee met Inside.

At the beginning of the
meeting three elected dele-
gates from division 26 were
excluded on the grounds that
their division had been ‘re-
organised’ out of existence.

Official delegations out-
side represented 6,000 Brit-
ish Aerospace workers at
Preston, Hatfield and Hull,
GEC Preston Rolls Royce at
Barnoldswmk Leavensden
and Coventry, Weir Pumps
(Glasgow), Chiswick Bus
Garage, Acton railway
workshops, Trico, West Lon-
don, an others from Scot-

land Manchester, Sheffield

and the Midlands.

What is required in the

AEU 1is the organisation of
the membership to fight

back against the rlght-wmg ~

onslaught, its ‘re-

organisation’ of the union

aimed at turning it into

another EETPU, no-strike

deals, and ‘company union’
agreements as at Nissan,
Sunderland.

@® Reject the deal!

@ Fight for 35 hours with no

strings!

® Defend hard-won rxghts,
conditions and jobs!

® Defeat the right wing!

@® Lobby the CSEU on 5
November! - -
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Two hundred angry engineers lobbied the AE U national committee on Thursday 24 September in Eastboume demandmg complete
re;ecﬁon of a deal to sell hard-won righ ts and conditions in the CSEU

Published by Extrasearch Ltd, PO Box 735, London SW9 7QS.
Printed by Presslink International (UK) Ltd. Unit 4&5 Castle Industrial Estate, Eiephant Rd. London SE17

-

P ——— et




