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Crocodiles
in the Streets

By Peter Fryer

The British public knows little about Latin America, least of all about
recent working class struggles in that continent. This illuminating
book is a report on a visit lasting six-and-a-half weeks, during which
Peter Fryer met Brazilian gold miners, Argentinian meat workers,
Bolivian tin miners on strike, Peruvian metal workers and Colombian
trade unionists under threat of death from paramilitary fascist
squads.

In all five countries he also met activists and leaders of the Trotskyist
parties organised in the International Workers’ League (LIT). Fryer
lets the people he met speak for themselves.

This is a unique account of a continent seething with resistance to

capitalism.
Paperback, 84pp. £3.95.

NEW PARK PUBLICATIONS LTD

21-25 Beehive Place, London SW9 7QR
please add 75p for orders by post

ROOTS OF COMMUNIST

THE 40th Congress of the Com-
munist Party of Great Britain
meets in the midst of a chronic

Party crisis.

The facts of this crisis are well

known:

® Membership is slump-
ing. The Executive Com-
mittee admits that since
the 39th Special Congress
in May 1985 membership
has dropped from 12,711
to 10,350. These figures
are highly deceptive:
many members are pure-
ly nominal card holders,
taking little or no part in
the Party’s work. The
Party is now only half the
size it was after 1956-1957
Hungarian crisis.

@® A series of expulsions
has taken place through-
out the country with
several branches and dis-
tricts closed down or
‘reorganised’.

® The Young Communist
League has virtually
ceased to exist. The EC
admits that membership
is down to 50, organised in
just three branches.

® The main resolution
speaks of the ‘weakening’
of the Party’s influence in
the unions. The truth is
that the Party’s work in
the unions has to a large
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degree collapsed, hit in
part by defections to the
Communist Campaign
Group around the ‘Morn-
ing Star’.

® The link between the
Party and the ‘Morning
Star’ has now been offi-
cially severed. A special
EC resolution ‘The Com-
munist Party and the
PPS and ‘“Morning Star”’
says of the split: ‘In these
circumstances it is no
longer possible for the
Communist Party to re-
commend its members to
support the ‘‘Morning
Star’’.’ Almost 60 years
are brought to an end.
Ever since the formation
of the ‘Daily Worker’ in
1930 the Party has had a
daily paper.

Feature

The outstandink.feature of
the EC resolutions is that not
a single aspect of this crisis
is tackled. Every issue fac-
ing the Party is avoided.

To take one issue: the sing-
le-union deal agreed by the

PARTY GRISIS

AEU leadership for Ford’s
proposed new factory at
Dundee (see page 16). The
EC resolution says the ‘right
wing is capitulating with no-
tions of business unionism’.

But the architect of the
Dundee deal, which is a clas-
sic example of just such
state-controlled business un-
ionism, was James Airlie, a
member of the Communist
Party, who worked secretly
with AEU leader Gavin
Laird to secure the deal for
Fords.

Is any action to be taken
against Airlie? We can
?_nswer safely in the nega-
ive.

The main resolution ‘The
New Challenge facing Bri-
tain’s Labour and Democra-
tic Movements’ is identical
to the ‘new realism’ of Kin-
nock, Gould and the Labour
right wing.
® The working class hardly
gets a look in. The ‘working
people’ are mentioned but
everything is staked on
‘building alliances’. Such
gl]])ifa)nces are to be with the

‘Although much (!)
Alliance politics is opposed
to socialism there are also
strongly democratic and
anti-Thatcher elements
within it. It is important that
the left drops its present

sectarian attitude towards
these more progressive
trends. . . ways need to be
found to involve sections of
the Alliance in dialogue, de-
bate and joint campaigning
with the Labour movement.’

This is the old Popular
Front politics the Commun-
ist Party has peddled almost
unbrokenly for more than 50
years. It requires the sub-
ordination of the interests of
the working class to those of
the middle class and even
sections of the capitalist
class.

Blow

The leaders of the Party
clearly see the Thatcher vic-
tory as a decisive blow:

‘The general election re-
sulted in a major setback for
the British people and labour
movement, and for millions
throughout the world who
were looking for a progres-
sive change in Britain’s fore-
ign policy.” And in the same
vein:

‘The general election vie-
tory was a considerable
achievement for reaction,
though the Tories still com-
mand the support of only two
out of five voters.’

We reject this defeatist

talk. First, major questions
are never settled in the elec-
toral field, but only in the
struggle of classes which is
now taking place in the
midst of a rapidly deepening
economic crisis. Nothing of
any consequence is said ab-
out the crisis of British capi-
talism which has erupted so
violently In the present stock
exchange collapse. It is this
collpase which has wrecked
the Tory privatisation poli-
cy, the means by which even
more dramatic slashing of
government spending has
been avoided.

Second, the Tory victory
was the responsibility of the
right wing whose policies re-
pelled layers of the middle
class and failed to win the
support of sections of the
working class.

The Communist Party
does not agree. It speaks of
‘the positive features of
Labour’s general election
campaign’ and claims that
‘The Labour campaign
served to blunt the Thatcher-
ite aim of removing it as the
main opposition party. . .’

The miners’ strike has
been entirely forgotten, as
well as the Wapping
struggle.

And for good reason! It

was above all the miners’
strike that brought the work-

ing class face to face with
the organised violence of the
capitalist state. It knocked
on the head all notions of the
‘peaceful road to socialism’
so beloved by the Commun-
ist Party as well as the
‘Morning Star’.

What is the source of the
Party’s crisis? It is not the
‘mistakes’ on this or that
question. It arises from the
very ideological basis of the
Party: the peaceful road to
socialism. It was this policy
that was imposed on the
Communist Parties by Stalin
and his supporters from the
1930s onwards.

History

Only by studying the his-
tory of the struggle within
the Communist Internation-
al that developed from the
early 1920s, and especially
the struggle between the
Left Opposition, led by Leon
Trotsky, and Stalin can the
roots of the Party’s crisis be
understood.

We urge all those present-
ly in the Communist Party
who want to take part in the
struggle for socialism to
read Workers Press and con-
sider seriously joining the
Workers Revolutionary
Party.
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Stand firm against
anti-IRA witch-hunt

THE Thatcher government and its state forces are
considering a new and bloody offensive against Irish
nationalists, following the Enniskillen explosion.

@ The re-introduction of ‘preventive detention’ — intern-
ment without trial — was being kept ‘under review’, Tory
Northern Ireland Secretary Tom King told howling Ulster
Unionist reactionaries in parliament.

@ Unionist sources told British newspaper reporters that,
at a private meeting, premier Thatcher had hinted that
laws may be introduced abolishing the right of silence for
‘suspected terrorists’.

@ The Tories are also considering further legal restric-
tions against Sinn Fein.

@ Collaborating closely with British imperialism in this
new anti-Republican offensive is the 26-county govern-
ment. Sir John Hermon, head of the reactionary and
sectarian Royal Ulster Constabulary (RUC), is discussing
gle t(:ilampdown first of all with top officers of the 26-county
arda.

@ As the state clampdown began, so did a renewal of
violence by loyalist para-militaries — who are tacitly
encouraged, and sometimes armed by, British imperial-
ism. A 19-year-old Catholic landscapé gardener was killed
in west Belfast and five Catholics injured by machine-gun
fire in north Belfast.

Joining in the outburst of anti-Republican venom in
parliament this week were front-bench Labour spokes-
men, whose acquiescence and support will be essential in
the coming onslaught. The Labour Party’s Home Policy
Committee passed a resolution re-affirming ‘our opposi-
ton to the Sinn Fein strategy of ‘‘bullet and ballot’’ which
is no more than a cynical and dishonest attempt to
legitimise terrorist actions such as that at Enniskillen.’

Every socialist and trades unionist must stand firm

against this sickening outburst of hypocrisy, and redouble
our efforts in support of the Irish working class against
British imperialism.
FIRSTLY, the deliberate lie that Enniskillen was a ‘terror-
ist action’ by the IRA — repeated again and again by Tory
and Labour politicians alike — must be nailed. The full
IRA statement released through the Irish Republican
Publicity Bureau said:

6The IRA admits responsibility for planting the bomb in
Enniskillen yesterday which exploded with such catas-
trophic consequences. We deeply regret what occurred.
GHQ has now established that one of our units placed a
remote control bomb in St Mary’s, aimed at catching
crown forces personnel on patrol in connection with
Remembrance Day services, but not during it. The bomb
blew up without being triggered by our radio signal.

There has been an ongoing battle for supremacy be-
tween the IRA and British Army electronic engineers over
the use of remote-control bombs. In the past, some of our
landmines have been triggered by the British Army
scanning high frequencies, and other devices have been
jammed and neutralised. On each occasion we overcame
the problem and recently believed that we were in
advance of British counter-measures.

In the present climate nothing we can say in explanation
will be given the attention that the truth deserves, nor will
it compensate the feelings of the injured or bereaved.g

The truth of this statement can be judged by the recent
course of IRA military strategy, which has been directed
first of all against military and RUC personnel in the six
counties. A recent two-year bomb and rocket campaign,
against police stations, was supplemented by attacks on
ctvilians doing supply or building work for such installa-
tions. The policy of individual executions of informers,
and high-ranking state or government personnel, have
continued. .

At no time has the IRA had a policy of killing civilians at
Enniskillen or anywhere else. A recent IRA statement
pointed out they had cancelled more operations than they
had gone ahead with, in attempting to lessen civilian
casualties.

SECONDLY, we must condemn the miserable hypocrisy
expressed over Enniskillen by capitalist politicians, and
their aides in press and churches. This fitted in well with
the crocodile tears they shed every Remembrance Day
for the victims of two imperialist wars generated by the
system they represent. Just as they mourn the war dead
— remaining silent about the US-British holocaust against
Dresden, Hamburg, Hiroshima and Nagasaki — so they
condemn the IRA, while upholding the blood-soaked
occupation of Ireland’s six counties with its civilian
deaths and misery, not to mention the centuries of
previous colonial oppression.

Foremost among the anti-‘terrorist’ witch-hunters are
the pro-imperialist Labour leaders and Communist Party
Stalinists. The ‘Morning Star’ began its cowardly conde-
mnations of the IRA on Monday, without even waiting to
find out the truth about the Enniskillen bomb.

‘Whatever the cause, the ‘‘Morning Star’ expresses its
total condemnation of this murderous act of violence.’
said this organ of the pro-Moscow wing of British Sta-
linism.

First off the mark to denounce the IRA, before any of
the details were known, was the Soviet news agency,
TASS.

Following the Enniskillen bomb, socialists and trades
unionists must stand firm against the witch-hunt.

As Trotskyists, the Workers Revolutionary Party has
fundamental differences with the Republican movement,
particularly with their leaders’ ‘two-stage’ conception of
the struggle against imperialism. We shall discuss these
issues at length in Workers Press. But following Enniskil-
len, we underline that we stand shoulder-to-shoulder with
the Irish working class, the Irish community in Britain,
and the Republican movement itself, #which faces a
massive state witch-hunt. We condemn the sickening
hypocrisy of the Labour-ites and Stalinists, who go
whining about ‘terrorism’ to their Tory masters — who
are the only terrorists in Ireland.

Down with British imperialism’s witch-hunt and all
those who support it!

IMPRESSIONS FROM LEEDS

syndicalist and chauvinist

THE majority of the more
than 100 participants at
the Leeds Solidarity Con-
ference last Saturday pro-
ceeded in line with the
adopted statement: pers-
pectives which did not go
beyond trade unions and
national concerns and
were therefore syndicalist
and chauvinist.

Although it was widely recog-
nised that each strike was bet-
rayed there was little talk of
development of a new indepen-
dent leadership which would
not sink to the customary bet-
rayals and adapt to the de-
mands of the ruling class.

There was very little political
discussion all day; indeed, at the
workshop on ‘leadership’ it was
remarked with surprise that:

1) no one all day had made any refer-
ence to the stock market crash and the
internationalist crisis of capitalist lead-
ership;
2) if we wanted to defend and win our
struggles we are talking about chang-
ing our social system to socialism and
that this required a leadership which
was revolutionary.

This last point was made by an old
Salvadorean comrade who was not
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from any political party.

It seemed that the conference orga-
nisation militated against such discus-
sion.

Although the workshops which consti-
tued the main part of the day catered
for a wide range of concerns, the
attempt to bring them into focus by
addressing a common theme -— that of
leadership — was side-tracked into
making leadership yet another work-
shop topic. Internationalism was tre-
ated similarly.

There were Marxists there but they
couldn’t make an adequate impact for a
number of reasons, not least the abs-
ence from our political life of a revolu-
tionary party during the print and mine
workers’ strikes.

Marxists’ tasks were made even
more difficult by the so-called interven-
tion by the International Communist
Party (Hyland) who would not accept
that they had been organisationally
defeated in the months of preparing for
the conference. Instead they attempted
to confuse and sabotage the agreed
structure of the weekend conference.

If comrades wish to influence the
working class they have to be a leading
light in the struggles from day one —
:yhen people’s minds are most recep-
ive.

It is too late to tail-end and expect
people to be enthusiastic after the bet-
rayals by a leadership who was able to
use unions as a police force for the
workers — because ideological
weapons in the working class were not
available: they were held by Marxist
debating societies.

Thus the fact that Marxism is the

historic ideological weapon and guide
to action of the working class through-
out the world was lost to many at this
conference. Tendencies submerged
leadership questions into questions on
the development of the rank and file in
the unions.

How can the rank and file, with its
confusion of perspectives from com-
mon-sense empiricism to struggling
chauvinist Marxist sects, give a lead
against a capitalist class which is coor-
dinated and led politically from a world
perspective?

It was recognised that the rank and
file alone cannot lead, they would need
support from the support groups. I shall
not deal with this important develop-
ment in working-class struggles in Bri-
tain here. What we must address is the
role of these groups. Are they merely to
be brought out on strikes, disputes,
campaigns and operate on single
issues?

Or are they to become the site of the
political development of the working
class and take on the task of fighting for
transitional demands in the form of
workers’ defence committees?

® I went to the conference as a mem-
ber of the Tower Hamlets Workers’
Support Group. In addition, I wanted to
speak in a personal capacity to a resolu-
tion put forward by a minority in the
support group.

This resolution was Marxist from an
international perspective, calling for
the development of workers’ defence
groups so that the task of developing a
new 1ndependent working class lead-
ership could begin.

It was not spoken to ‘as I could not
attend on Sunday when resolutions
were put. I have given above some
impressions from Saturday.
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Few rights for

USDAW campaign
for youth

and high safety standards.

part-time workers

NEARLY 40 per cent of the
Common Market's 12 mil-
lion part-time workers who
are employed in Britain re-
ceive the lowest pay and
employment rights within
the EEC, according to a
Low Pay Unit study.

Nearly one in five British
workers are part-timers, the
highest proportion in Europe
apart from Denmark,
Sweden and Holland.

There are almost 5 million
part-time workers in the UK,
over 4 million of whom are
women, nearly 43 per cent of
the total female workforce.

Nearly 80 per cent of part-
timers earn less than £3.25
an hour.

In Britain a worker must
spend 16 hours a week in the

same job and normally be
employed for two years be-
fore he or she qualifies for
most employment rights.

Those outside this qual-
ification period are excluded
from unfair dismissal rights,
redundancy pay and the
right to return after materni-
ty leave.

An EEC directive aimed at
giving part-time workers
greater rights was vetoed by
the Thatcher government in
1982. -

USDAW, the shopwor-
kers’ union is concerned
that young trainees may
not realise they can join a
union — or that unions
can do anything for them.

USDAW is making a spe-
cial effort to recruit teena-
gers even though so many
young people working in
shops are YTS ‘irainees’
rather than employees.

They have produced a new
leaflet indicating the kind of
rights which young men and
women should enjoy at work,
but which they are often de-
nied — like proper breaks

WINE merchants Peter Dominic are trying to abolish
national pay negotiations and tear up union recognition

egreements.

Following its take-over of off licence chain Roberts and
Cooper earlier this year, Peter Dominic insisted that union
membership among the newly merged workforce was no

longer at representative level.

USDAW is also encourag-
ing its shop stewards to con-
tact all trainees and young
workers who are already in
membership to check their
:g'aining and working condi-
ions.

First

Union general secretary
Garfield Davies explained:
‘Shop work is very often the
first experience a school
leaver has of the world of
work and they are too often
exploited or treated unfairly
because they lack the experi-
ence to know what their
rights really are.

‘Also, when they do com-
lain they may be warned off
if an unscrupulous employer
hints that there are plenty of
unemployed who can do
their job.’

LONG LARTIN
ton, Evesham, Worcs, WR11 572

HM Prison Long Lartin, South Littie-

LIAM BAKER, 20-year sentence,
464984.

JAMES BENNETT, 20-year sentence,
464989.

PETER JORDAN, 15-year sentence,
H22338.

EDDIE BUTLER, Life sentence, 338637,
ROBERT CUNNINGHAM, 20-year sent-
ence, 131877.

GERRY CUNNINGHAM, 20-year sent-
ence, 132016.

JOHN McCOMB, 17-year sentence,
B51715.

HUGH DOHERTY, Life sentence,
33863

6.
VINCE DONNELLY, Life sentence,
274064.

MAIDSTONE
HM Prison County Road, Maidstone,

Kent
DONAL CRAIG, 4-year sentence,
L40579.

PARKHURST
HM Prison Parkhurst, Newport, isle of
Wight, PO30 5NX
PATRICK HACKETT, 20-year sentence,
342603.
PAUL NORNEY, Life sentence, 863532,
SEAN McSHANE, B75898.
TOMMY QUIGLEY, Life sentence
69204.

REPUBLICAN PRISONERS OF WAR

PETER SHERRY, Life sentence,
B75880.

WAKEFIELD
HM Prison Love Lane, Wakefield, W
Yorks. WF2 9AG
NATALINO VELLA, 15-year sentence,

B71644.

NOEL GIBSON, Life sentence, 879225.
ALBANY

HM Prison Albany, Newport, Isle of

Wight, PO30 5RS

MARTIN BRADY, Life sentence, 119087.

HARRY DUGGAN, Life sentence,

338638.

BILLY GRIMES, 10-year sentence,
78647.

SEAN KINSELLA, Life sentence,
758661.

GARTREE

HM Prison Gartree, Leicester Rd, Mar-
ket Harborough, Leics, LE16 7RP
RONNIE McCARTNEY, Life sentencs,

463799,
STEPHEN NORDONE, Life sentence
758663,
JOE O'CONNELL, Life sentence,
338635
ROY WALSH, Life sentence, 119083.
FRANKLAND
HM Prison Finchale Ave, Brasside,
Durham
WILLIAM ARMSTRONG, Life sentence,
119085

BREDAN DOWD, Life sentence,
758662.

PAUL HOLMES, Life sentence, 119034.
CON McFADDEN, 20-year sentence,
130662.

MICHAEL J McKENNEY, 16-year sent-
ence, L46486.

EDDIE O’NEILL, 20-year sentence,
135722,

LEICESTER
HM Prison Weiford Rd, Leicester, LE2
7.

PAUL KAVANAGH, Life sentence, 1888,
GERARD McDONNELL, Life sentence,

B75882.
BRIAN KEENAN, 21-year sentence,
B:

PATRICK McGEE, Life sentence,
B75881.

DURNHAM
HM Prison Durham, Old Elvert Street.
Durham.
MARTINA ANDERSON, Life sentence,
D25134.
ELLA O'DWYER, Life sentence,
D25135.

BRIXTON
HM Prison, Jebb Avenue, Brixton,
London SW2 5XF.
G. (DANNY) McNAMEE, 25 year sent-
ence, L48616

We thank An Cumann Cabhrach, British section, for
supplying and updating this information.

REMAND PRISONERS:
GARTREE

PATRICK McLAUGHLIN, LB83694.

BRIXTON
LIAM McCOTTER, LB83693
LIAM QUINN, 48930
INNOCENT MEN AND
WOMEN FRAMED BY THE
BRITISH POLICE:

CAROLE RICHARDSON, 290719, HM
Prison Styal, Wilmslow, Cheshire
PATRICK ARMSTRONG, HM Prison

Gartree.

GERARD CONLON, 462779, HM Prison
Long Lartin.

PAUL HILL, 462778, HM Prison Long
Lartin.

JUDITH WARD, HM Prison Durham.
HUGH CALLAGHAN, 509499, HM Pris-
on, Wormwood" Scrubs.

JOHN WALKER, 509494, HM Prison,
Wormwood Scrubs.

BILLY POWER, 509498, HM Prison,
Wormwood Scrubs.

GERARD HUNTER, 509495, HM Prison,
Wormwood Scrubs.

RICHARD McILKENNY, 509497, HM
Prison, Wormwood Scrubs.

PADDY HILL, 509496, HM Prison,
Wormwood Scrubs.

PATRICK McLOUGHLIN, HM Prison,
Wormwood Scrubs.

They are all serving life and in the case of
Carole Richardson, indefinite detention.
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Jordan defeated on engineers’ |
deal

UNION leaders on the Confederation of Ship-
building and Engineerng Unions (CSEU) have
been forced to abandon a widely opposed deal
with the Engineering Employers’ Federation.

For two years the engineering union (AEU) lead-
ership has been attempting to push through the deal
accepting w1despread attacks on engineers’ rights
andkcondltmns in return for a 37-and-a-half-hour
wee

The CSEU voted by 17 to 13 on November 5 to
abandon the deal as 1,000 engineers demonstrated
outside the meeting.

The vote was a blow for AEU president Bill
Jo~1an and the right wing who had hoped to put the
deal to a pestal ballot following the AEU National
Committee meeting last month.

The CSEU must now enter the negotiations with
the employers on 23 November with a demand for
shorter working hours without strings.

-

i

T

Furious englneers lobbied the talks In London on November §
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Action committee
will fight cuts

CREWE Town Action Committee has
been set up to campaign against the
health service cuts and the further 1,000

Trotsky collection
on view in Glasgow

redundancies proposed at British Rail
Engineering Workshops (BREL).

The South Cheshire Health Authority has
agreed the closure of three wards at Leighton
Hospital and one at Northwich hospital in Crewe
despite the 1,360 people who have been waiting
for over a year and 757 for over two years for

LEON TROTSKY’s first pamphlet, published
underground in Odessa in 1900; his conde-
mnations of the imperialist war re-printed by
‘Red Clydeside’ socialists; and editions of
Trotsky’s works which poured from official
Soviet presses in revolutionary Russia.

These are among the items from Glasgow Universi-
ty’s Trotsky Collection now in a display which is not to

operations.

The area is estimated to be
£5.2 million under-funded by
its own figures and is stiil
being cut.

This is what the Tories
mean when they say: ‘The
NHS is safe in our hands.’

Crewe was built around
the railways. Between 1979
and 1986, 4,000 jobs have
been lost in BR depots in
Crewe.

Unemployment in Crewe
for 18- to 25-year-olds is run-
ning at 35 per cent despite
cheap labour schemes.

BREL have already made
800 workers redundant this
year and now plan another
1,000 compulsory redundan-
cies. There are no more
‘volunteers’.

Health employees and rail-
way workers saw the ne-
cessity of linking their fight.
The attacks if unopposed
would decimate the Crewe
community.

Cuts

The campaign against the
cuts has met with significant
opposition from local union
and labour leaderships.

Any campaign linking
health workers with the in-
dustrial workforce and the
commumty spells danger for
any ‘socialist’ carrymg out
so-called ‘humane’ cuts on
behalf of Thatcher.

Crewe MP Gwyneth Dun-
woody spoke at the Labour
Party conference about the
attacks on BREL but would
not speak at a rally and de-
monstration called by the
Action Committee at the end
of October in her own consti-
tuency.

She is said to have tabled a
motion to the Labour Chief
Whip complaining about
Liverpool Broadgreen MP
Terry Fields coming to
speak in her area. Fields
was not deterred by her com-

. plaints. - -

( BY SUE GWYER |

The rally welcomed rank-
and-file trade unionists from
Leighton hospital and nurses
from North Staffordshire.
Chair of Leighton shop ste-
wards’ committee Dave Hy-
land spoke of the selling off
of NHS beds of which there
was an actual glut on the
market.

Margaret Parish of
Leighton hospital also spoke
in a personal capacity, as did
Bob Curzon of the NUR.

‘I am speaking here today
because of the total lack of
leadership given by the
trade unions in the fight
against the cuts,” he said.

‘The trade unions have in
fact campaigned against the
‘““Campaign Against the
Cuts”’ because it has linked
the attacks on the health ser-
vice with the demise of in-
dustry and attempted to
mobilise the commumty in
defence of Crewe.’

Curzon accused the gov-
ernment of Kkilling the town
slowly but surely and attack-
ed the trade union and
labour leadership for aiding
zt-mc}{ abetting them in the
as

Crewe Town Action Com-
mittee should be a warning
to the labour and trade union
leaders and so-called ‘social-
ist’ councils who are making
cuts on behalf of the Tories.

(I

be missed.

The display, in the Uni-
versity Library’s Special
Collections Department,
also includes documents of
the Left Opposition and the
Fourth International in Ara-
bic, Bengali, Sinhalese, Per-
sian, Serbo-Croat, Greek,
Armenian, Turkish and
Japanese.

The exhibited newspapers,
bulletins and books span
Trotsky’s entire political
career, affording a glimpse
of its scope in a few show-
cases.

The exhibition has been
mounted — and an informa-
tive 50p catalogue published
by the Special Collections
Department staff — to draw
attention to the library’s
Trotsky Collection which
was established in 1983 with
the donation of a large pri-
vate collection.

Editions

‘The original gift compris-
ed some 1,800 editions of
Trotsky’s work in 40 lan-
guages, together with
numerous secondary items
and several hundred
periodical and newspaper
issues contammg pieces by
Trotsky,” says the exhibition
programme.

‘Since then, the collection
has attracted further dona-
tions, notably, a small group
of papers and published

G

Shopworkers’ poll tax campaign

USDAW, the shopworkers’
union, has launched a cam-
paign against the poll tax —
a proposal which, if passed,
will have a serious effect on
the lives of low-paid
workers.

Feelings against the poll
tax are particularly strong

amongst Scottish shop-
workers who have already
worked out how much more
they will have to pay if the
scheme is introduced.

But 1,000 USDAW bran-
ches in every part of Britain
are fully expected to take
part in the campaign.

TR THTE TP M s s e e

material from Isaac Deuts-
cher (Trotsky’s biographer)
presented by his widow.

‘Other significant items

which have been acquired
are the first Russian edition
of ‘“Where is Britain
Going?”’ of 1925; copies of
two films of Trotsky in Mex-
ico, purchased from the
cameraman who shot them;
a recording of the speech
made on the occasion of the
founding of the Fourth Inter-
national; and numerous
copies of original Trotsky
correspondence held in lib-
raries in North America.’

The exhibition — and in-
deed the whole Trotsky Col-
lection — is accesible to the
public, who can gain admitt-
ance by applying for a visi-
tors’ ticket for the university
library.

Benefits cut for
low-paid patients

THE Tory government deci-
sion to slash benefits for
123,000 hospital patients on
low incomes and 15,000 long
term patients, saving £6.5
million per year has infuri-
ated members of the Nation-
al Union of Public Em-
ployees (NUPE).

NUPE, representing 61,000
low paid public service
workers in the West Mid-
lands, has written to MPs in
all parties in the region to
ask them to register a strong
protest in the House of Com-
mons at the cutting of Sup-
plementary Benefit from
eight weeks to six for pa-
tients forced to go into hos-
pital.

\LPE West Midlands Li-
visional Officer John De
mpsey expiained: ‘This is
another example of a mean
and <p1tefu1 rald on the

Educational Institute of Scotland
Lanarkshire Association

2nd Annual John Maclean
Memorial Lecture
JOHN MACLEAN AND THE RUSSIAN
REVOLUTION:
NATIONALISM AND INTERNATIONALISM

Thursday 3 December 7p.m.
McLellan Galleries

Sauchiehall Street, Glasgow

Lecture given by Terry Brotherstone (History Dept., Aberdeen
University), followed by discussion
Tickets from EIS Lanarkshire Association, 25 Gordon Street,
Glasgow 1

Speech from the dock, May 9th 1918

ACCUSER of
CAPITALISM

John Maclean’s

Availabie from: New Park Publicatiors .12 22
Place. London SW9 7GR [-.27¢ 5&&5 T
TarTee tic itioz:ozc TIooo
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IVAN BESHOFF

 Last
‘PotemKin’
survivor
ies

IVAN BESHOFF, the last survivor of the mutiny
on the battleship ‘Potemkin’ died in Dublin on 25

October, aged 103.

Beshoff witnessed - the famous scene depicted in
Eisenstein’s film about the mutiny where a tarpaulin
was thrown over the sailors.

He was present in June
1905 when the Bolshevik
leader Matsuchenko called
on the sailors to turn their
rifles on the officers at Odes-
sa on the Black Sea.

One of the surviving offic-
ers was put in command of
the ship. The Black Sea fleet
was sent after them. The
‘Potemkin’ left Odessa
(where a strike was taking

_blace) and did battle with the
fleet, suceeding in holding
them off.

When supplies ran out, the
crew sailed to Constanta and
surrendered to the Ruma-
nians.

The mutineers ended up
scattered around the world.
The 15-year-old Beshoff
found his way to London

where he met two men who-

‘looked so poor that you
wanted to give them a
penny’.

The two men were Lenin
and Irish union leader

[ BYNORMANHARDING |

nis political activity and took

James Larkin. On Larkin’s
invitation Beshoff went to
Dublin where he continued

part in the 1916 uprising.

He then opened a fish and
chip shop in Parkgate Street
where he used to befriend
British soldiers and buy
their guns. He was arrested
in 1932 and imprisoned as a
Russian spy.

When Hitler invaded the
Soviet Union in 1941 Beshoft
applied to the Soviet author-
ities for permision to return
and help defend the Soviet
Union.

He was told to remain in
lreland: ‘There are enough
voung men to fight for
Russia.’

He lived in Ireland until
his death, just weeks before
the 70th anniversary of the
1917 revolution.

AN English translation is
now being made of
‘National Movements and
Class Struggle in Vietnam’
by Anh-Van and Jac-
queline Roussel, originally
published in Paris, in
French, by the Fourth In-
ternational in 1947. (En-
glish translation copyright
New Park Pubiications).
This work consists of a Mar-
xist historical analysis of Viet-
nam before and during the
French conquest, the class
structure of Vietnam, an out-
line of the development of
nationalist movements from
their origins in the 1890s, and
of the Stalinist and Trotskyist
movements in Vietnam.

It concludes with an estima-
tion by the author, a Viet-
namese Trotskyist who work-

Please send me a copy . . .

Australia, Far East. .

A newly-translated
document from the

Viethamese Trotskyists

To: WRP Education Department. PO Box 735. London SW9 1QS.

copies of ‘National Movements
and Class Struggle in Vietnam'.

Please enclose £5 per copy (£2.50 for WRP members) plus postage:
50p — Britain and Ireland: 60p Europe: £1.56 — Middle East and
ynorth Africa: £2.12 — America. southern Africa. India: £2.40 —

ed in Paris after World War |,
of the nature of the Indo-
Chinese revolution.

We are not able at present
to print this material. Howev-
er, this work is invaluable for
the study of the Vietnamese
revolution, and of importance
for the study of revolution in
colonial and semi-colonial
countries in general.

We are therefore offering
Xeroxed copies of this docu-
ment (approximately 100 A4
pages) for £5 plus postage
(Special offer for WRP mem-
bers £2.50).

Please return the form be-
low within a month if you want
a copy of this document. We
need finance in order to com-
plete the work on this project.

politician Uwe

Chancellor Helmut
Kohl received the
lowest vote in his 14
years of office from his
Christian Democrat
party congress last
week — hours after
opening the congress
with a call for honesty,
decency, and responsi-
bility in politics, and
quoting St.Augustin on
‘the abyss inside us’
and the dangers from
too much power.

As he was digesting the
ten per cent drop in his
popularity with his own
party, more bad news
came from Kiel. Christ-

Joachim Knack, state
secretary in Schleswig-
Holstein’s Interior Minis-
try had been found dead
in his office.

Knack’s death, from a
heart-attack according to
officials, spared him from
having to testify before a
arliamentary commission
investigating the ‘dirty
tricks’ scandal.

Geneva

Uwe Barschel, former
state prime minister in
Schleswig-Holstein, was
found lying fully-clothed in a
bath of water in his Geneva
hotel room, last month. A
Swiss coroner gave the
cause of death as suicide,
after traces of various drugs
were found in his body.

His family did not accept
this verdict, and there were
curious features — no pill-
bottle or package was found
in the room.

Barschell had been forced
to resign when it was re-
vealed that he had autho-
rised a dirty tricks cam-
paign against the leader of
the Social Democrat opposi-
tion in the state.

FRENCH premier Jac-
ques Chirac has urged
supporters to be cautious
about using the arms
scandal that has broken
over his Socialist Party
opponents.

A leaked secret report by
armed forces comptroller-
general Jean-Francois Bar-
ba on illegal exports of arms
to Iran has said close friends
of former Defence minister
Charles Hernu received
more than a quarter of a
million pounds commijssion

o i ——

helped forge documents.

ian Democrat Hans-~

on the deal, and that Hernu :

Barschell in a

Geneva hotel, after the scandal
over electoral dirty-tricks,
another scandal over secret arms
sales to South Africa?

The well-informed West German news
magazine ‘Der Spiegel’ says there was.
And its allegations are pointing right to

the top of the governing Christian Demo-
crat-Christian Social Union parties.

and

| -BY TRUDI JACKSON |

This included instigating a
false tax evasion charge
against him, hiring private
detectives to spy on his pri-
vate life, and spreading a
rumour that the man had
been found HIV positive.
_A £17,000 contract was
signed for the attempt to
break the opponents nerve.

Officials

According to ‘Spiegel’,
such campaigning had been
going on for some time. Top
Christian-Democrat officials
were involved. The West
German Tories were parti-
cularly anxious to stop the
Social Democrats winning
Schleswig-Holstein for fear
they would uncover an arms
trade scandal.

In 1984, the magazine re-
ports, Franz-Josef Strauss,
leader of the right-wing
Christian Social Union in
Bavaria, notorious for his in-
ternational activity, under-
took to help South Africa’s
racist regime acquire up-to-
date submarines.

Chancellor Kohl was
brought in to help. The West
German leaders knew such a
deal would contravene the
UN Security Council’s 1977
arms embargo, Resolution
418, and therefore break
West German law.

They adopted the ‘Green
Light’ plan, assuring the out-
side world publicly that such
exports would be refused,
agreeing among themselves
that they could go ahead —
secretly.

A secret code was to be
used in transactions, with
West Germany called ‘Jello’,
South Africa — ‘Karate’, and
the submarine builders in
South Africa, ‘Decotor’.
‘Laokoon’ was to be the
state-owned HDW shipyard
at Kiel.

President Mitterand,
whom Chirac is due to chal-
lenge in next year’s pres-
idential election, has been
implicated. His party’s press
has accused the present gov-
ernment of timing the leaked
report.

Politicians

But Chirac told a televi-
sion interviewer on 6 Novem-
ber: ‘Politicians should be
careful not to add fuel to
these controversies which

diminish .everyone con- .,

cerned.’

STRAUSS

Several members of the
Schleswig-Holstein state
government sat on the board
of directors of the HDW
yard. According to ‘Spiegel’
it was Schleswig’s Christian
Democrat party chairman
Gerhard Stoltemberg who
acted as intermediary be-
tween Kiel and the govern-
ment in Bonn as the deal
went through. Not too diffi-
cult, as Stoltenberg doubles
as West Germany’s Finance
Minister.

Rather than export the
submarines themselves,
what West Germany did was
export the ‘know-how’, so
South Africa could build
them. Company employees
travelled between West Ger-
many and South Africa using
false passports.

Embassy

Between October 1984 and
June 1985, the South African
embassy in Bonn obtained
twelve containers with sub-
marine plans on microfilm.
These were sent out un-
checked, as diplomatic mail,
to Cape Town. A boss from
the Kiel yards went out to
supervise construction.

When the trade became
publicly known, the West
German government set up
a ministerial commission of
inquiry and fined the com-
panies involved. There was
no court case.

Chirac caution on arms row

Chirac has some difficul-
ties in using the French
‘Irangate’ scandal. The
Luchaire arms firm which
shipped 500,000 artillery
shells and quantities of high
explosive to Iran is headed
by the son of a former Gaul-
list minister, Dewavrin, and
the family has influence in
the party.

More serious, at least five
French generals reportedly
took sizeable rake-offs from
the Luchaire deal; and the
military-intelligence estab-
lishment probably did much
to initiate it. There are some

.toes prime ministers prefer

not to tread on.

manasnssnsmmy N TERNATIONAL NEWS s

West German Tories
teeper in trouble

WAS there a link between the mys-
tery death of West German Tory

It was remarked at the
time that it was as though
the police had got wind of a
bank robbery, let the rob-
bery go ahead, then gave the
robbers a ticket for parking
in front of the bank.

If ‘Spiegel’s’ allegations
are true, the so-called ‘in-
quiry’ was just a hypocritic-
al cover-up for the govern-
ment itself.

Intriguingly, the magazine
says Stoltenberg did not al-
ways keep Barschel in-
formed on what was going
on. It also suggests the dead
ex-state prime minister may
have been ‘getting in the
way’.

This raises speculation —
was Barschel really ‘thrown
to the wolves’ by his party
colleagues, as his family bit-
terly allege? Did he conceive
of a way of getting back at
them when he gave evidence
on the ‘dirty tricks’ scandal?
Who did he really go to meet
in Geneva? And, of course,
once again, was it really
suicide?

A recent opinion poll
showed 80 per cent of the
West German public do not
trust politicians.

Chancellor Kohl urged his
party to ‘learn lessons from
what has happened’, and
said they must regain the
public’s trust. He also de-
clared that the party wanted
the truth exposed about the
Barschel affair. What, the
whole truth . . . ?

South
Africa
recruiting

ISRAELI aircraft engineers
and technicians laid off from
the scrapped Lavi fighter-
bomber project are being
offered huge salaries and
fringe benefits to work in
South Africa.

The ‘Jerusalem Post’ says
salaries of £4,000 a month,
paid into European bank
accounts, plus housing help
was offered. Israeli law en-
ables the government to stop
carriers of military secrets
visiting hostile countries.
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Neo-Nazis’ Euro-
thug conspiracy

NEO-NAZI groups promoting soccer
ground mayhem as their way to recruit
violent youth gangs have started orga-
nising Europe-wide, according to a re-
port from Belgium.

The right-wing groups have even held training
camps on how to stir-up the aggro, and use it, the

report says.

Prompted by the Heisel
stadium tragedy last
year, the study compiled
by Professor Lodar Wal-
grave of the University of
Louvain backs allega-
tions the anti-fascist
magazine ‘Searchlight’
that British National
Front supporters are in-
volved in stirring the vio-
lence.

Last month the magazine
reprinted a letter received
by a 14-year-old Swedish soc-
cer fan and signed by ‘the
Nazis from the Shed’, which
boasted ‘as soon as we are
allowed to get back into
Europe we will kill the nig-
gers in Amsterdam, the
Jews in Prague, the Catho-
lics in Rome and the Turks in
Munich.’

The Chelsea gang also
claimed to have formed
alliances with Glasgow Ran-
gers and Bayern Munich
hooligans. To get round the
ban on English clubs in
Europe, Chelsea hooligans
have been saying they’ll fol-
low Rangers.

National Front supporters
are keen to use the Protes-
tant sectarian element
among the Scottish club’s
fans as a cover for their UDA
followers.

According to Professor
Waldgrave’s report, British
fascists travelling to camps
organised by the Belgian
neo-Nazi VMO each year
have used these boozy get-
togethers to plot joint activ-
ity including football thug-
gery.

The Belgian government
has reportedly been embar-
assed by publication of ex-
tracts from Waldgrave’s
study. They wanted to hold it
over until after next month’s
general election.

Belgian Tories may be
caught in a dilemna. They
wanted to pursue a ‘law and
order’ image after the Heisel
stadium shock and various
terrorist incidents. They
have also tried whipping up
racist hysteria against im-
migrant workers — one
minister spoke recently of a
‘barbarian invasion’.

Besides diverting atten-
tion from their responsibility

for unemployment, the anti-
immigrant attacks aimed at
papering over the bitter,
longstanding division be-
tween Flemish and Walloon
middle classes that has
erupted again.

But if the government
wants to stop some real
barbarians it would have to
do something about those
who have hosted them — the
fascist VMO, which is part of
a strong Flemish nationalist
tradition.

That English soccer hooli-
ganism was being exported,
and had organisation behind
it, was indicated in recent
years when racist groups
travelled as far as Turkey
and even Peru to display
their banners.

Weapons

Earlier this year, .police
raids on some Chelsea sup-
porters uncovered large
quantities of weapons, and
National Front material.
Two men were sent down for
ten years on conspiracy
charges.

The Front’s youth publica-
tion ‘Bulldog’ used to feature
a ‘League of Louts’ column
in which fans from Newcas-
tle United, Leeds United,
and other clubs boasted of
their exploits.

Now the Louvain Universi-
ty report indicates that fas-
cists are organising across
countries, and that the vio-
lence on the terraces is just a
preparation.

Tunis coup

frees

union

veteran

VETERAN trade union leader, 74-year-old
Habib Achour, jailed two years ago by the
Bourguiba regime, has been freed by the new
regime which took over in a dawn coup on 7
November.

Achour, chairman of the Union generale des travail-

leurs tunisiens (UGTT) had been serving a seven-year
sentence after working class unrest.

Prime Minister Zine el
Abdine Ben Ali, who said he
had taken over because 84-
year-old ‘President-for-life’
Habib Bourgiba was senile,
has also suspended trials of
Islamic Tendency militants.

An army man and former
intelligence service chief,
Ben Ali was trained at
France’s St.Cyr military
academy, and later attended
US intelligence and security
schools. .

French premier Jacques
Chirac was among the first
to congratulate Ben Ali, and
the US State department
said his coup would not
affect relations. Many peo-
ple in Tunis were saying the
coup was approved, if not
instigated, by the US admi-
nistration.

'BOURGUIBA .

In fact, it had been known
for some time that Washing-
ton wanted Bourguiba re-
placed by a more efficient
regime, and it was only a
question of how and when.

Ben Ali received greetings
on taking power from Moroc-
co’s King Hassan, President
Benjedid of Algeria, Presi-
dent Mubarak of Egypt, and
King Fahd. Colonel Gaddafi
of Libya was in touch by
telephone. ’

The Tunisian Communist
Party has welcomed Ben
Ali’s programme as ‘posi-
tive’, and expressed hope for
reforms. The party also
urged a general amnesty for
political prisoners.

Botha’s
hostage
game

)

P.W. BOTHA

SOUTH AFRICAN presi-
dent Botha said last week
that journalists were in-
dulging in ‘wild dreams’
about the possible release
of political prisoners.

The racist boss was
dashing speculation that the
recent release of 77-year-old
Govan Mbeki after 23 years
in jail might mean the re-
lease of his comrade Nelson
Mandela was nearer.

Justice Minister Kobie
Coetsee had said at the
weekend that any ‘increase
in violence’ after Mbeki’s re-
lease would influence the
question of Mandela’s re-
lease.

Some papers predicted
Botha would speak about the
issue at the Cape Town con-
gress of his ruling National
Party last week. But Botha,
playing to his racist gallery,
claimed there were ‘no poli-
tical prisoners’ in South Afri-
ca, only people ‘convicted of
a criminal offence or who
have threatened the security
of the state.’

The South African regime
has frequently played cat-
and-mouse with liberal
hopes on what conditions it
would set for the release of
Mandela and others. The
game is to use the prisoners
as hostages, and to keep
opponents confused with
false hopes periodically.
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General Strike
in Lebanon

MORE than 50,000 people demonstrating in
Beirut on Monday, 9 November, the sixth day of
Lebanon’s biggest and longest general strike,
backed the call to stay out until their demands

are met.

Antoin Bechara, president of the 300,000 member General
Federation of Workers, said the strike had united all
Lebanese, and that it should continue until measures were
taken to stop the collapse of Lebanese currency.

[ BY CHARLIE POTTINS |

The unions pledged
to continue action ‘un-
til those who are ex-
ploiting us begin to
hurt.’

‘Yes to an open-ended
strike’, the crowd
shouted. Many waved
handsful of now useless
Lebanese banknotes, de-
nouncing ‘dollarisation’
of the currency.

There were demonstra-
tions in other Lebanese cities
the same day, all of them
passing off peacefully. This
reflects workers’ growing
consciousness and collective
self-discipline, not any lack
of anger.

During the Beirut demon-
stration crowds tore down
barriers dividing the Mos-
lem and Christian zones, de-
manding unity.

After the years of civil
war, Israeli invasion and Sy-
rian intervention, Lebanese
workers have seen attempts
to recover further devas-
tated by capitalist profiteer-
ing and corruption.

Since the beginning of this
year, the value of the
Lebanese pound has fallen 80
per cent against other cur-
rencies. Inflation is running
at 250 per cent, and there is
45 per cent unemployment.

On 23 July, 4 million work-
ers and small shopkeepers
joined in a general strike to

demonstrate their concern
at inflation and the devalued
pound.

Between July and the end
of August, the Lebanese
pound fell from 200 to the
dollar to 300 to the dollar.
(Ten years ago, despite civil
war, it was 10 times this
value.)

A new; significant feature
prompted by the economic
crisis appeared that month,
Some 3,000 Moslem and
Christian Lebanese over-
came years of sectarian con-
flict to stage a demonstra-
tion of unity, forming a hu-
man chain along the ‘green
line’ dividing East and West
Beirut.

Attacking government
policies and corruption, de-
monstrators also hit Leba-
non’s religious-based poli-
tics, the legacy of colonial-
ism and imperialist intri-
gues.-‘The confessional sys-
tem will not feed our chil-
dren.’

Lebanese politicians have
been known to spend tens of
millions of dollars ‘buying’ a
presidency, and to make
similarly huge sums through
acquiring family monopoly
concessions and through va-
rious rackets.

The Bank of Lebanon
warned a month ago that
with foreign currency re-

where no more fuel could be
imported, the country’s
transport, electricity, factor-
ies, bakeries and hospitals
could all be halted before
long.

In other words, the kind of
conditions the right-wing
militias have imposed by
sieges on the Palestinian re-
fugee camps would through
economic collapse become
common to the whole
country.

The government decided
to ration fuel oil and electric-
ity. The International Monet-
ary Fund said subsidies on
petrol and wheat imports
should be ended as part of a
‘belt-tightening’ program-
me. Working people know
whose belt would be tight-
ened, and that it wouldn’t be
the rich.

The Gemayel government
has done little so far, apart
from promising a new tax on
foreign earnings and stricter
exchange controls. It has
also appealed for help to the
Arab leaders meeting in
Amman.

The Lebanese workers
have not only discovered
their strength in the general
strike. They have also shown
themselves the power to
transform their country if
they go forward to establish
their independent political
leadership.

serves falling to the point

Eichmann
aide: ‘no
regrets’

NAZI war criminal Alois
Brunner, close collaborator
of the mass murderer Adolf
Eichmann, has said he ‘re-
grets nothing, and would do
it again’, according to a re-
port in the ‘Chicago Sun-
Times’.

Brunner, sentenced to
death in his absence by a
French court in 1954, is liv-
ing in Syria, under the name
Georg Fischer, as director of
an arms company. A West
German extradition plea in
1983 was rejected by the
Assad regime, whose secur-
ity services are believed to
have enjoyed his assistance.

According to the ‘Sun-
Times’, Brunner told them in
a telephoned interview that
the Jews killed in Nazi
camps had ‘deserved to die
because they were agents of
the devil’.

Two important
pamphlets on Iran

\

carj

“Dlormation

the lranian
Workers~

Price: 50p, obtainable
from Committee for
Defence of Women’s
Rights in Iran,

c/o London Women’s
Centre,

70 Great Queen St.
London

WC2b 5AX,

or through Paperback
Centres

w?

movement

Price: £1,

obtainable

from B.M. CARI,

LONDON WC1N 3XX

or through Paperback
Centres.
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‘THE way in which the new tax will be
administered and enforced will pose se-
rious threats to the privacy of the entire
adult population and create the potential
for greater control by central and local
government over the individual.” —
National Council for Civil Liberties (NCCL)

As more evidence is revealed about the opposi-
tion of the proposed Tory poll tax — the so-called
‘community charge’ — sinister implications are
coming to light of a vast snooping and enforce-
ment system being created in its wake.

On the basis that ev-
ery adult person will
be reqired to pay the
fixed charges in a par-
ticular area, the most
detailed information
will be gathered relat-
ing to each person’s
movements and pri-
vate life.

Initially, a ‘responsible

[ BY BERNARD FRANKS |

person’ in each household
has to provide informa-
tion on all other adults on
the premises, with penal-
ties enforced through a
magistrates court for
failing to do so.

But NCCL believes that be-

hind the main register there
will be a secondary dossier

of notes, anecdotes, suspi-
cions and information to help
the authorities detect those
suspected of evading the tax.

It warns that a vast range
of agencies may be acquired
to supply information to this
end, including housing de-
partments and other local
authority departments
whose individuals may have
applied for services, for ex-
ample in public libraries.
This is not based on surmise
but on the minister’s own
comments during the com-
mittee stage of the Bill to
introduce Poll Tax in Scot-
land in 1989.

This list has been greatly
extended in a report com-
missioned by the Scottish
Office to advise local author-
ities on how to implement
the tax.

The final two-volume work
from the Chartered Institute
of Public Finance and
Accountancy (CIPFA) at
£4,000 a time, is clearly not
meant for wide public perus-
al. The possible sources for
information gathering that it
lists are:

POLLTAX
A sinister threat

® Rent rolls of housing

bodies

@ Housing waiting lists and

housing benefit records

@ the register of births,

deaths and marriages

©® Education authority re-

cords (including those of

grants awarded)

® Planning and building

control records

@ Health authority records

® Records of national utili-

ties such as gas, electricity

and telephone companies

@ Insurance claims

® The local press

® Local estate agents

® Private data services

such as trade associations

which circulate personal

data to their members.
Although they are not

mentioned, clearly the logic-

al extension to this list is the

DHSS, police records and the

right-wing organisation that

keeps tabs on and blacklists

left-wingers and active trade

unionists for its subscribing

companies, the Economic

League.

Initial information will be
collected from the local elec-
toral register and from a
door-to-door canvass.

Civil Liberties is con-
cerned that this will dissolve
into a general snooping cam-
paign:

‘prompted by allegations
from the public, will officials
make enquiries from neigh-
bours to find out who is living
with his father or if the cou-
ple upstairs really did only
move in last month?’

Another organisation, the
Rating and Valuation Asso-
ciation, believes that ‘an ex-
pansive and intrusive in-
spectorate’ will be created to
track down the ‘missing mil-
lions.’

It also sees the possibility
of a rise in the inner city
tension, as such an involve-
ment will be in a high profile
whose population turnover is
much higher than average.

Finally, it appears that
part of the plan is to issue
everyone with a ‘personal
identifier,” a code number to
make computer tracking
and plotting of movements
an easier process.

Nearly 4 million Scots will
be eligible for incorporation
into the system.

Incredibly, Civil Liberties
does not categorically
oppose the system but lists a
series of ‘safeguards’ it
would like to see enforced if
the Poll Tax proposals are
implemented.

. Yet the tact 1s the implica-
tions are enormous; from
reapplication of seventeenth
century settlement laws to
introduction of something on
the lines of South African
pass laws.

Certainly, apart from
being devastating to the in-
comes of vast sections of the
population in its own right,
the Poll Tax now also takes
on the aspect of a vehicle for
introducting all the trap-
pings of a police state.
‘The Privacy Implications of
the Poll Tax’. 75p from The
National Council of Civil
Liberties, 21 Tabard Street,
London SE1 4LA
‘Community Charge Poll
Tax: The Facts’. Send 50p to
the Rating and Valuation
Association, 115 Ebury
Street, London SWIW 9QT.

Stockport
NUR
opposes

MSC
scheme

BRITISH Rail NUR members are finding out for
themselves that government MSC schemes mean
that work their members should be doing is put up
for grabs in the local Job Centre.

Stockport NUR branch are already fighting the
‘face-lift’ scheme to ‘prettify’ Stockport viaduct which

is Britain’s largest brick structure. The viaduct car-
ries-the main Manchester to London train line.

The scheme will cost £3
million although just recent-
ly BR have announced the
closure of the ‘Ribble
viaduct’ line in Lancashire
and Cumbria. To keep the
Ribble viaduct open would
cost similarly £3 million —
its closure meaning the
isolation of whole communi-
ties and the subsequent loss
of local jobs throughout
those communities.

The NUR have written to
both UCATT — the building
union — and the T&GWU —
the transport union — asking
them to withdraw their
agreement to the scheme.

The NUR are not opposed
to the viaduct facelift as a
project in itself but it is be-
coming increasingly clear
that the MSC is trying to
break new ground in recruit-
ing scabs for bricklaying and
drainage work.

The MSC adverts in Stock-
port Job Centre give max-
imum rates of pay for brick-
layers as £80. Any ‘brickie’
who obtains werk will
ohviouslv net have his heart

BY PETER
WINDELER

in the job — which begs the
question: how will the 300-
odd MSC slave workers be
treated?

_ The youths will be climb-
ing continously several hun-
dred feet up and down scaf-
folding in a scene reminis-
cent of the building of the
pyramids.

The MSC schemes are sup-
posed to have the approval of
any trade union involved. In
spite of the NUR not
agreeing to the Stockport
viaduct scheme, the MSC
have gone ahead riding
‘rough-shod’ over the feeling
of local NUR members.

UCATT and the T&GWU
must withQraw their agree-
ment as the NUR have asked
them to. British Rail jobs
must not be put in peril by
these MSC schemes. All
youth trainees. should be
given genuine appren-
ticeships and not be used like
the pharaoh’s slaves.

Clampdown on
student rights

under the new Tory-enforced disciplinary codes now being introduced in colleges.

In line with the re-
quirements of Teory
‘freedom of speech’
legislation college and
university authorities
are currently trying to
apply codes of practice
which will give them
vast powers for limit-
ing students’ activity.

Tory ‘free speech’ is
the right of racists and
fascists to pedal their
filth against the wishes of
student unions and their
members while at the
same time blocking the
students’ own fight to de-
fend education or support
workers’ struggles in Bri-
tain or overseas.

Under the Education (2)
Act 1986, colleges had to
draw up codes of practice
ready for the 1987 academic
year (which began in
October).

College managements are
using the opportunity to
clamp down on sit-ins, pick-
ets and demonstrations, as
well as to give themselves
the right to decide who may
or may not speak at college
society meetings.

At Bristol university angry
students are opposing the in-
troduction of a five page dis-
ciplinary code. Every stu-
dent must have a copy which
they must approve by sign-
ing and which will contain
their photographs.

At the Polytechnic of Cen-
tral London and at Mid-
dlesex Polytechnic students
have registered opposition to

codes which threaten to dis-

cipline anyone claimed to be.

disrupting teaching, staging
occupations or attempting to
obstruct entrances to build-
ings.

At Queen Mary College
(QMC) London the code
states:

"The right to invite persons
who are not members, stu-
dents or employees of the
college on to college premis-
es rests exclusively with the
Governing Body..

It also stipulates that all
advertising for meetings
‘will be in the English lan-
guage’ yet a number of
ethnic societies are funded
by the union.

Last year at the London
School of Economics the for-
mer Bradford headmaster
Ray Honeyford was pre-
vented from speaking by stu-

Political activities of students — such as opposing known fascists at North London Polytechnic in. 1984 (above) — may be banned

dents opposing racist views.

At QMC Enoch Powell pul-
led out of a sgeaking appoint-
ment fixed by Conservative
Society when college stu-
dents, staff and a vast army
of East End community
organisations were seen to
be preparing a hot reception
for the Tory racist.

Clearly the Tory govern-
ment has a profound hatred
for anti-racists in general
and for the mass support
given by students to the
struggles of South African
workers in particular.

The National Union of Stu-
dents should be mounting a
concerted campaign to
oppose this threat to student
rights and should demand
that the TUC give full sup-
port to a fight against mea-
sures which may then be
extended to a wider range of
workplaces at some stage.
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Congratulations!
THE FUND CLOSED AT: £5,205.68

A BIG thanks to all our readers and supporters who
helped up to complete our Fund on good time. We know
that many made real sacrifices and they are much
appreciated. The WRP Political Committee has now
launched a £20,000 Fund which will enable us to
continue our work for the rebuilding of the Fourth

International. We ask you to start makin

plans for

special Christmas activities that will get the Fund offto a
flying start. Please send all donations to:

WRP Special Fund, PO Box 735, London SW9 7QS

1917: inspiration to millions

‘The single most im-
portant event in the
history of mankind-
. . . that inspired and
continues to inspire the
oppressed throughout
the world. . .’

With these words, Dave
Temple, chair of the
Workers Revolutionary
Party Central Commit-
tee, opened the London
meeting on the 70th
anniversary of the Rus-
sian Revolution, called by
the Preparatory Commit-
tee for the International
Conference of Trots-
kyists.

‘Despite its enforced isola-
tion and the bureaucratic de-
generation of its leadership
which aspired to destroy Bol-
shevism and murdered
Lenin’s Central Committee,
condemned millions to con-
centration camps and left
the Soviet Union defenceless
by the destruction of the
leadership of the Red Army,
capitalism has never been
able to re-take what it lost in
October 1917,” he said.

‘The gains of the revolu-

tion are intact today. The
Soviet working class has
shown its ability to defend
those gains by its determina-
tion and sacrifice.

‘The pressure of Stalinism
on our movement has
claimed many -casualties.
But it has not destroyed Bol-
shevism. Stalinism through-
out the world is in mortal
crisis. It is now, in these
new, fertile and exciting
days, that the Preparatory
Committee makes its call for
the rebuilding of the Fourth
International.’

Before introducing the
first speaker, Temple read
out a message from the H-
Blocks in Long Kesh (see
page 11).

‘There may be political
differences that divide us,’
he said, ‘but we are con-
vinced, that in grappling
with the historical truth to
confront the problems of to-
day, these comrades have an
enormous contribution to
make to the struggle. I prop-
ose we convey to them our
warmest comradely greet-
ings.’

-Jean-Phillipe Divas from
France, representing the In-
ternational Workers League
(Fourth International), be-

gan by saying that this first
public meeting organised by
the Peparatory Committee
was a great step forward;
that different Trotskyist
organisations and currents
were now joining together
with the objective of re-
organising the Fourth Inter-
national.

‘The best homage we could
possibly render to the old
Bolsheviks, who considered
their revolution as the begin-
ning of the task of the world
proletariat’, he said, ‘was to
analyse the situation and de-
fine the tasks to be carried
out to lead the masses in the
overthrow of imperialist
domination.

‘For the International
Workers League (Fourth In-
ternational) the characteris-
tic of the present situation is
defined as a world-wide re-
volutionary one, the inci-
pient process of the gather-
ing of all the conditions for
Trotskyism to resolve the
historic crisis of revolution-
ary leadership.

‘The post-war economic
boom, which could not have
survived for nearly 20 years
without the over-exploitation
of colonial and semi-colonial
countries,” Divas said, ‘is
now only a dim memory.’

‘The last decades have in
general been marked by a
dramatic qualitative in-
crease of exploitation and
misery of the masses.’

He went on: ‘In contrast to
the period from the 1940s to
the 1960s, which were

rF

JEAN-PHILIPPE DIVAS

marked overall by the
Chinese, Cuban and Indo-
Chinese revolutions in which
the principal mobilised so-
cial forces were the peasants
and the petty-bourgeoisie;
today, in the majority of
countries in revolutionary
and pre-revolutionary situa-
tions the central role is
assumed by the working
class.

‘And not only that, at the
same time as the working
class returns to occupy the
centre of the scene, it de-
velops its self-organisation,
renewing the tradition of the
soviets of the Russian Re-
volution.

‘In different ways, depend-
ing on the countries, in every
big struggle the working
class tends to build, in con-
tradiction with the policy of
the traditional treacherous
leaderships, new organisa-
tions through which it is able
to develop its mobilisation.

‘That is the content of Soli-
darnosc in Poland which,
much more than a union,
was the fighting organism of
the Polish working class.
That is the sense of the strike
committees and coordina-
tions wich appear in Spain,
France and in Italy.

‘As a result of this very
same process, there
appeared in Brazil the
gathering millions of work-
ers in oppositon to the old
beleagured bureaucracy and
similarly COSATU in South
Africa, the union of black
workers doubly exploited by
capitalism and the apartheid
racist system.

‘And it is this process
which expresses itself in the
emergence, as in Argentina,
of anti-capitalist and anti-
bureaucratic massive trade
union opposition inside the
big traditional trade unions.

‘Trotskyism is the interna-

tional programme and party
of the permanent mobilisa-
tion of the working class to
overthrow imperialism and
establish world-wide the reg-
ime of workers’ democracy.

‘Without independent
mobilisation and self-
organisation of the workers
it is impossible for our par-
ties to undo the counter-
revolutionary apparatus in-
side the workers movement.

Literature sales at the Rull came to £600

But it is pecisely his de-

velopment of self-
organisation and workers’
democracy which means
that we have today greater
possibilities of building
strong Trotskyist parties in
the heart of the working
class.

‘It is not accidental that,
for example, the huge stu-
dents’ and rail workers’
strikes in France marked by
the development of strike
committees had as leaders
members from organisa-
tions calling themselves as
Trotskyist.

‘And neither is it
accidental that those same
organisations, Trotskyist re-
visionists, refused to occupy
the immense political space
open for Trotskyism to build
the revolutionary party with
mass entrants opposed to
any type of popular fronts.

‘And some of them now
support a candidate in the
Presidential elections, Pier-
re Juquain who is precisely
trying to offer a life-saver to
the popular front policy.’

BOLSHEVISM LIVES IN THE

The platform at the Rally

LAST Sunday’s Rally to commemorate the 70th
anniversary of the Russian Revolution, called by
the Preparatory Committee for the Organisation
of an International Conference of Trotskyists,
marked an important step forward in the task of
rebuilding the Fourth International and a turn-
ing point in the growth of the Workers Revolu-

tionary Party.

The audience of nearly 500 responded warmly to the
contributions from international representatives in-
vited to speak about the contemporary relevance of
1917. Great interest was shown in the videos and
historical material dealing with the Revolution.

The response to the celebration of the Russian Revolution
and the impressive range of speakers was a blow against
those who thought that the WRP’s call for such an Interna-
tional Conference would be still-born.

It was the crisis which hit the WRP in 1985, bringing about
the expulsion of its old leadership, that gave the impetus for
the celebration 12 months ago of the 30th anniversary of the
Hungarian Revolution. Last Sunday’s Rally was called in the
profound conviction that the conditions for the buidling of the
Fourth International as the world party of socialist revolu-
tion are maturing rapidly. Many in the audience came in
response to the attack on Troskyism launched by Mikhail
Gorbachev when he spoke to the assembled Stalinist
bureaucracy in Moscow two weeks "ago.

Over the last year and more, the Workers Revolutionary
Party has engaged in a series of political struggles with other
organisations on the left in Britain and internationally who
were initially attracted to the position expressed by the Party
following the expulsion of the old Party leadership in 1985.
These struggles did much to clarify the politics of the groups
with whom we collaborated in callling the Hungary meeting.
Above all they established that the central question was the
nature of the Fourth International as the only organisation in
which the struggle for Bolshievism against Stalinism could

be continued and developed.

Workers Power is not a member of the Preparatory
Committee: it has declared the Fourth International dead
and in effect called for the construction of a new, presumably
Fifth, International. In so doing they have made clear their

position on the working class as a force unable historically to
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resolve its crisis of revolutioanry leadership. In their opposi-
tion to the Conference call, the International Group and the
Thornett group were actually moving closer to Pabloism,
that is closer to an open capitulation to Stalinism.

Sunday’s rally was successful because it was hased on a
conscious rejection of these revisionist politics.

Workers Power and the Thornett/International Group both
consider the miners’ strike ended in defeat, and the Thatcher
election victory earlier this year as little short of a disaster
for the working class. Here they are at one with the
Communist Party. It is against these forces — Thornett,
Socialist Organiser and others — who are readily being
brought into line by the movement formed around Tony Benn
at Chesterfield, that the struggles which the WRP took up
have proved to be correct.

The Stalinists as well as Benn and company now require a
‘Trotskyist’ face for a centrist movement that will attempt to
divert the working class from the revolutionary politics and
organisation it needs for victory in its coming struggles.

Since the splits the evolution of Gerry Healy and Mike
Banda — the two most prominent members of the old
Workers Revolutionary Party leadership — has been drama-
tic. Both have become crawling supporters of Stalinism.
While the London Rally was taking place, Healy, along with
Vanessa Redgrave, was being wined and dined by the
Stalinists in Moscow. These renegades joined hands with the
Stalinist bureaucracy as it prepares for its bloody counter-
revolution against the rising struggle of the working class
throughout the world.

The organisation of Sunday’s Rally was in the hands of a
new team of Workers Revolutionary Party members, several
of whom have joined the Party since Healy’s expulsion. This
itself was an important indication of the progress made by
the Party over the last two years.

Older generations of Trotskyists were well represented at
the meeting, many of whom were in attendance to take part
in the tribute to comrade Rae Hunter on the 50th anniversary
of her membership of the movement. The rally also attracted
a number of youth, many of them new to politics and inspired
by the example of 1917. This is important political capital for
the future and one which should give every Party member
great encouragement. Others present were comrades cong-
ing towards the movement as a result of the crisis in the
Communist Party. Here again was an important step for the
Preparatory Committee which will allow us to intervene
ore vigorously in that crisis.

A collection of £500 was taken and literature sales came to
£600, both indicating the growing support for the political
struggle carried out by the Preparatory Committee and the
WRP.

® Following the all-round success of the Rally and in
recognition of the opportunities and tasks ahead, the WRP
Political Committee last week decided to launch a new
£20,000 International Fund, to be completed by 1 May, 1988.

Better shape
than ever

THE October Revolu-
tion proved that the
overthrow of capital-
ism can only take
place when the work-
ing class is led by a
party of the Bolshevik
type, Cliff Slaughter,
Central Committee
member of the Work-
ers Revolutionary Par-
ty told the meeting.

The international stock
market collapse of the
past few weeks showed
that capitalism faced a
crisis far more profound
than that following the
Wall Steet crash of 1929.

So far our judgements of
these events had been neces-
sarily superficial, said
Slaughter, but behind the
appearance of what some
were calling a ‘melt down’
lay the fundamental nature
of the social system itself.

‘It depends on the extrac-
tion of profit from the work-
ing class,” Slaughter in-
sisted, ‘and too many capit-
als are making claims on the
surplus value available.’

Either mankind would
have to take control over the
means of production in a
corporate manner or the
cosequences will be far
worse than in the 1930s.

Only Marxist theory was
capable of apprehending
these contradictions as a
whole, Slaughter went on,
and Marxism ‘cannot just be
deduced from the everyday
struggles of the working
class.’

A major development of
Marxist theory was re-
g:lired, but ‘the steam to do

at work’ could only come
from the struggle to rebuild
the Fourth International
‘against the destroyers of
communism.’

‘We are all inspired by the
Russian Revolution. We are
all inspired by Trotsky’s
struggle against Stalinism,’
he said. But the serious task
now posed was to re-
establish continuity of the
Bolshevik method which
underlay these develop-
ments to make a sober
assessment of the Russian

Revolution and bring about
the long delayed rebirth of
Lenin’s Party.

This was the task involved
in the international confer-
ence of Trotskyists being
prepared for next year.

Two years after the min-
ers strike, the Labour lead-
ers and the leading theoreti-
cian of the Stalinist party in
Britain, Professor Eric
Hobsbawn, were talking ab-
out ‘share holder socialism’,
said Slaughter.

At the recent Chesterfield
conference everyone present
except the delegates from
the Workers Revolutionary
Party had wanted to forget
the miners strike as ‘an un-
pleasant memory.’

But the lessons of the min-
ers strike were the exact
opposite by that drawn by all
these tendencies who now
deny the class struggle. It
showed that the one thing
missing was a revolutionary
leadership based on Marx-
ism and challenging the
Labour bureaucracy for
leadership.

The miners strike had cre-
ated the conditions for ‘a

CLIFF SLAUGHTER

qualitative change within
this small party’, Slaughter
affirmed.

Cadres involved in the
strike had been forced to
fight within a strait-jacket of
dogmatism and opportunism
and this led to an explosion
which nearly shattered these
forces.

Within two years the for-
mer leadership had not only
deserted Trotskyism but was
now openly embracing Sta-
linism.

‘This has forced us to.
understand the necessity of
coming together with the
comrades internationally
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and in Britian who represent
the continuity of Bolshevism
ang?i Trotskyism,” Slaughter
said.

‘All of us have to examine
our own role and give some
accounting of how the degen-
eration could happen while
we were in the leadership.
But we are not going to do it
as some sort of soul-
searching. We are in better
fighting shape now than
we’ve ever been in.’

Slaughter concluded by
urging the youth and stu-
dents in particular inspired
by the October Revolution
not to oversimplify the tasks
in front. He called on the
meeting to stand in a mi-
nute’s silence for the mar-
tyrs of Bolshevism and the
Fourth International includ-
ing Nahuel Moreno, leader of
the LIT who died earlier this
year.

‘THE preparation of the
political revolution of the
working class in the
Soviet Union is the best
celebration of October,’
Michel Varga, from the
Group of Opposition and
Continuity of the Fourth
International, said.

‘A Bolshevik-type work-
ers’ party is still missing in
the Soviet Union and the
Eastern European coun-
tries. We must fight for

establishing this continuity
which Stalinism broke.’
Varga called for ‘glasnost
in history’ — the complete
rehabilitation of Bolsheviks

MICHEL VARGA

and the publication of all
their writings, especially
those of Leon Trotsky.

Workers in the Soviet Un-
ion will turn to the study of
Trotsky and the Bolsheviks,
he said. ‘The slogan must be
raised: A Complete Workers
Glasnost.

‘The reconstruction of the
Fourth International took a
decisive step forward in link-
ing the social revolution and
political revolution when the
group around the Interna-
tional Committee undertook
the fight against Pabloism.
We will develop and continue
this fight.

‘The unity and contact
with workers in Stalinist
countries and capitalist
countries has been restored.
We take the banner of the
Fourth International firmly
in our hands.’

A MESSAGE was read
out from a meeting which
was taking place in
Paris:

We, the participants at the
public meeting organised by
the GOCQI and the LST (LIT)
in Paris on 6 November, on
the occasion of the 70th
Anniversary cof the October
Revolution, greet the inter-
national meeting organised

in London by the Prepara-
tory Committee and the
Workers Revolutionary
Party.

We affirm our will to learn
the lessons of October and of
the fight against its degen-
eration. We will use these
lessons in the struggle for
socialism East and West.

We su&)gort the campaign
launched by the Preparatory
Committee to reinstate the
Bolsheviks, Leon Trotsky in

particular, assassinated by -

the Stalinists. We demand
that their work and their
place in history is acknow-
ledged; that the secret arc-
hives be opened; that the
whole truth be told about the
Moscow Trials and that
those who organised them
and their accomplices stand
trial for their crimes.

We also actively endorse
the Preparatory Commit-
tee’s campaign of support
for the South African revolu-
tion, for a workers’ boycott
of the imperialist apartheid
regime and for the freeing of
Moses Mayekiso and all poli-
tical prisoners whose lives
are threatened by this reac-
tionary regime.

VETERAN German
Trotskyist, 87-year-old
Oskar Hippe, who last
year was contacted by
the Workers Revolution-
ary Party and infer-
viewed by Workers
Press, had been invited to
address the meeting.

Unfortunately he was un-
able to come to London as he
had recently suffered a
stroke which hospitalised
him for several weeks. From
his home in West Berlin,
Oskar sent instead a brief
message.

Hippe’s political experi-
ences include being an
associate of Leon Trotsky.
He became a leading mem-
ber of the German section of
the Healy-led International
Committee (ICFI) and sup-
ported the fight against Pab-
lo in 1953.

When he heard about Hea-
ly’s expulsion from the
Workers Revolutionary Par-
ty for sexual abuse and vio-
lence against members in
October 1985, Hippe outright-
ly condemned him.

‘Such actions are incom-
patible with anyone claiming
to be part of the workers’
movement,” he stated. ‘In
doing what he did, Healy
crossed class lines and had
to be expelled.’

In the summer Hippe had
put his name to the Moscow

’

OSKAR HIPPE

Trials campaign initiated by
members of the WRP, and
had also endorsed the ten
points ;?11 forward by the
Preparatory Committee set
up to organise the confer-
ence for the rebuilding of the
Fourth International.

Oskar’s message to the
meeting stated: ‘We must
always be ready to defend
the October Revolution. The
ruling clique in the Soviet
Union lives in deadly fear of
the traditions of the October
Revolution on which we
stand, and which are aimed
against the privileged caste.

‘Their crimes have to be
exposed before humanity
and they must be buried in
the dung-heap of history.

‘The forces to rebuild and

re-organise the Fourth Inter-
national are growing and we
fight for the unsolved ques-
tions of the world revolution,
to overthrow imperialism
and the capitalist system.
The problems of the perma-
nent revolution must be clar-
ified.’
GREETINGS were also
read out from a group of
ex-members of the Greek
section of the ICFI. A
comprehensive state-
ment of their position is
printed on pages 14 & 15
of this issue.

THE Vietnamese Trots-
kyist Group, comrades
who are part of the Uni-
fied Secretariat of the
Fourth International,
sent the following mes-
sage:

We thank you for your in-
vitation to participate in
your meeting to commemo-
rate the 70th anniversary of

the Russian Revolution. As .

we are not able to join you,
we are sending this mes-
sage.

For the last year, the Viet-
namese Trotskyist Group in
Europe (part of the Ligue
Communiste Revolutionaire)
has published a quarterly re-
view, ‘Chroniques Vietna-
miennes’, addressed essen-
tially to the Vietnamese
community in France, and to
the veterans of various Viet-
namese Committees who are
disillusioned with the
bureaucratic evolution of the
regime to which they helped
give birth.

We also thank you for hav-
ing published extracts from
‘Chroniques’ in English.

From our first issue we
have pointed out the respon-
sibility of the Ho Chi Minh
and the Vietminh leadership
massacre, in 1945, of the
Trotskyist leaders Ta Thu
Thau, Tran Van Thach,
Phan Van Hum, Phan Van
Chanh and Nguyen Van So,
all of them survivors of the
French colonialists’ prison
camps.

We are accused of giving
too much imdportance to past
history. And certainly it is
necessary to study and de-
velop a critique of the con-
crete situation in Vietnam in
1987 — and we don’t forget
that. But the historical truth
about the past is the very
minimum that we demand
from a leadership which
claims, in Vietnam as in the
USSR, to be ‘revolutionising’
society — and which asks
people to believe in the
sincerity of their intentions.

We call, in the USSR, for
the innocence, and revolu-
tionary honour, of all the
accused in the Moscow
Trials to be recognised. In
the same way, we demand
that in Vietnam, Ta Thu
Thau and his comrades are
restored to their revolution-
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after the successful Rally.

ary dignity, and restored his-
torically to the not incon-
siderable place that they
occupied in the anti-
colonialist struggles of the
1930s and 1940s.

In Vietnam as in the
USSR, ‘open-ness’ in history
is an indispensible first step.

Ha Cuong Nghi

WHAT are the lessons
from the Russian revolu-
tion, 70 years later?
asked comrade Erol Re-
fik from the Turkish
Workers Front.

First, he said, revolution
was fought on the perspec-
tive of permanent revolution
— that the gains of the Soviet
working class could only be
guaranteed by the interna-
tional struggle.

Second, the communist
struggle was for internation-
al leadership — they worked
to build the Third Interna-
tional, with parties in every
country to lead the working
class to power.

‘Today, in Turkey and all
the countries of the Middle
East the working class de-
sperately needs such a lead-
ership. The problems of the

Paul Trewhela

Middle East will only be re-
solved by a struggle for in-
ternationalism.

‘The Middle East is torn
with many struggles: by the
ambitions of imperialism, by
the Palestinian and Kurdish
liberation struggles, by the
Turkish occupation of Cyp-
rus, by the endless war in the
Lebanon, by the Soviet
occupation of Afghanistan,
by the revolution and islamic
counter-revolution in Iran,
by the September 1980 milit-
ary coup in Turkey, by the
Arab-Israeli conflict, by so-
cial struggles in all coun-
tries.

‘Revolutionary Marxists
must reject every kind of
class conciliation. We must
unite the fighting forces of
the Arab, Persian, Turkish,
Israeli, Kurdish and other
proletariats of the Middle
East, along with their allies.

We must undertake the
historic task of destroying
all bourgeois states, so-
called progressive states in-
cluded, and establish a Fed-
eration of Workers’ Repub-
lics of the Middle East.

‘The Middle East has be-
come a complex tangle of
various liberation move-
ments, whose leaderships
are constantly changing
alliances and this overlaps

Lng-stading Party member Katrina Ainsworth, aged 82, chats with Rae Hunter

with conflicting relations be-
tween states and diplomatic
manoeuvres.

‘The present leaderships
in the area are bourgeois or
petty-bourgeois. Because
they rest on traditional pow-
er groups, because they are
guided by all kinds of reac-
tionary ideology, they often
become tools for the militar-
ist-Bonapartist regimes.

‘These leaderships often
present themselves as anti-
imperialists. But this defini-
tion completely ignores their
class character. The politic-
al lines of these leaderships
and these regimes influence
broad sections of the work-
ing population and also the
left. Because of Stalinist
ideology and the political
position of the Soviet
bureaucracy, neither the left
nor the working class has
achieved ideological inde-
pendence from the reaction-
ary leaderships.

‘The left assist the one-
sided and distorted way the
bourgeois media reports the
situation by representing the
struggle in terms of ‘oil in-
terests’ or referring to the
fight between ‘the people’
and imperialism, outside the
framework of the class
struggle.

‘Specifically we address
all groups and individuals
who uphold the necessity of
the class independence of the
proletariat, all those who up-
hold its leading role in the
world revolution.

‘We address all tendencies
who are against giving first
place to bourgeois and petty-
bourgeois nationalist move-
ments, to all those who
struggle for permanent re-
volution internationally, to
all those who are against all
theories of building ‘social-
ism in one country.’

‘We must fight for the
building of Trotskyist par-
ties all over the world. Long
live the Fourth Interna-
tional!’

MESSAGE from the
PORE (Revolutionary
Workers Party of Spain)

THE POLITICAL Commit-
tee of the Revolutionary
Workers Party of Spain, sec-
tion of the Fourth Interna-
tional, warmly greets all the
participants in this meeting
organised by the WRP on the
occasion of the 70th
Anniversary of the Bolshe-
vik Revolution.

We have unreservedly
joined in with your interna-
tional meeting and we shall
make this clear at the com-
memorative rallies called in
Madrid and Barcelona.

The official speeches of
Gorbachev and his people
have perfectly clarified
things. They are the heirs of
Stalin and the Trotskyists
are their enemies. The
Trotskyists are the enemies
of the bureaucratic ‘refor-
mers’, Because Trotskyism
is the name and the banner
of the party of the new pro-

letarian revolution in the
USSR

Your meeting constitutes a
maghnificent response to the
usurpers of the conquests of
October. It opens a path
along which the reconstruc-
tion of the Fourth Interna-
tional can advance
Political Bureau of the

PORE

PAUL TREWHELA, for-
mer South African poli-
tical prisoner and former
member of the South
African Communist Par-
ty, spoke about the rela-
tionship between the
crises of capitalism and
big struggles of the work-
ing class.

He said that the stockmar-
ket crash of 1929 led directly
to fascism in Europe, world
war, the systematic exter-
mination of the Jews and
horrific destruction of the
nuclear weapons dropped on
Hiroshima and Nagasaki.

He drew parallels with the
recent and still continuing
crash which has affected the
stockmarkets of the world,
and which manifests the rot-
tenness of the capitalist sys-
tem. He spoke of the catas-
trophic tendencies of capi-
talism.

The greater the develop-
ment of the productive
forces, the more they
threaten the working class —
the system is unreformable.

The crash of 1929 signalled
war between the classes.
The crash of 1987 means that
Trotskyists must prepare
themselves.

The Soviet system must be
protected internally, and for
that to happen, communism
must expand internationai-
ly. There is a crucial need
for a development in Marxist
theory. ’

There had been no proper
study of the 1929 crash. Man-
del published a book called
‘The Second Slump’.

It was, however, not the
second but the third since the
publication of the first
volume of Capital. There ha~
been no adequate study of
slumps since Marx pub-
lished the first volume of his
work.

South Africa was the pro-
duct of the first long wave of
recession which went up to
1896. The failure to study the
nature of that slump meant a
failure to understand the de-
velopment of South Africa.

There have been three
long wave slumps since 1873.
Marxism has 100 years in
theory to make up, Trewhela
said.

Rhodes arrived in South
Africa four months before
the establishment of the
Paris Commune. Through
each struggle in which the
world working class tried to
break its productive bonds,
the chains tightened on the
South African working class.




FOURTH INTERNATIONAL

Message from Long Kesh

Message to 70th anniversary meeting from Irish political prisoners at Long Kesh
prison in the north of Ireland.

FRATERNAL GREETINGS to you all from
the H-blocks. It is with profound apprecia-
tion that we respond to an offer to make a
contribution to your activity, and to extend
our feelings of solidarity to you.

A human lifespan has passed since the
Russian Revolution. It was a momentous
event which established a bastion of anti-
western imperialism on our globe. For
many it heralded a way forward. Man and
woman would find themselves reconciled

with their dignity and cease to be lifeless tion contained in the writings of (James) | FROMTHE BEGRWNNNGS TOFEBRURRY 1917 ___|
appendages of capital. Yet, that is not the  Connolly, (Liam) Mellowes, (Peadar) O‘Don- hml{yugwmm"l'm‘"m

way things turned out. It is not our intention
here to unravel the mysteries of 1917 and
subsequent developments. We are con-
cerned only for the future. However we
accept the view of Trotsky that ‘the party
should and must know the whole of the past.’

What we would like to say is that people
born in 1917, and who should this year be
celebrating their 70th birthdays are not here
to do so. Many others who should also be
here are not. That those countless millions
have been robbed of the ability to live is, in
our opinion, a direct consequence of im-
perialism and the system of dominance and
dependence which it has spawned and con-

of socialist thinkers and struggles. We are
under no illusions about the enormity of the
task that lies ahead.

Belfast of 1987 is not Moscow of 1917, and
the British state apparatus, in its repressive
and ideological dimensions, is a much more
formidable adversary than anything pro-
duced by Tsarism. We look at all socialist
theory and practice in terms of their appli-
cability to Ireland. For this reason we
constantly looked to our own socialist tradi-

nell etc.

Nevertheless, socialism is international-
ist, and our reading of Irish socialists is
complemented by a rigorous investigation
of such profound socialist theorists as Marx,
Engels, Lenin, Trotsky and Gramsci, and
study of the practical work in which they
engaged. In the world today there is a
pressing need to clarify socialist theory.
While we must not be unthinking dogmatists
trying to murder practicality in anachronis-
tic conceptual strait-jackets, we must, more
importantly, never dilute what is essential.

Where we can make allies we must not
alienate them through narrow political sec-
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70 ANNIVERSARY OF THE
RUSSIAN REVOLUTION:

Selected titles from New Park

w.

History of the Bolshevik
Party

Publications

TWO BOOKS BY F.F. RASKOLNIKOV

Kronstadt and Petrograd in 1917
In 1917, the sailors of Kronstadt were at the

ﬂ

Tales of Sub-Lieutepant lyin
Stories from Raskolnikov's part in the civil

GRIGORII ZINOVIEV

war which followed the revolution, including
scuttling the Black Sea fleet in 1918 to
prevent the ships falling into the Kaiser's
hands, and Raskolnikov's capture by the
British and imprisonment in Brixton jail.

centre of the Russian Revolution. Raskolni-
kov, aged 25, was their leader. This is his
day-by-day account of the Bolsheviks strug-
gle to seize power.

tinues to reproduce.
We in Ireland have consistently struggled

tarianism or meaningless rhetoric. Yet we
must never go up the road of the revolution’s
graveyard, by trading the same ground as

Zinoviev's lucid account of Bolshevism's
formative years up to the overthrow of

against imperialism. British jails are pack-
ed with anti-imperialist fighters and inno-
cent non-combatants. They keep our bodies
in concrete cells, but they fail miserably to
suppress our minds or prevent our spirits
embracing you in comradeship.

Regardless of what tactical differences
may exist between ourselves and you, we
remain united with you, we remain united
with you as anti-imperialists and socialists.
Only a socialist solution can end the global
problem of imperialism.

In our efforts to acquire a better under-
standing of socialism we have, within the
prison, undertaken a comprehensive study

Marchais and the French Communist Par-
ty. Their rejection of the fundamental con-
cept of working-class democracy, in favour
of its bourgeois ‘equivalent’, gives new form
to an old and dangerous trend.

As socialists we must be uncompromising
on this issue. To do otherwise is to concede
that we are no longer socialists. To those
who choose such a path, we rebuke them
with the immortal words of Trotsky: ‘You
are miserable bankcrupts, your role is play-
ed out. Go where you ought to be, into the
dustbin of history.

Solidarity from the H-Blocks.

Chair of the meeting Dave Temple and a Kurdish comrade who addressed the Rally.

Tsarism in 1917. it highlights the tena-

cious st le for Marxist principles that
built the Bolshevik party.
£4.95
0 90203 044 2

nolsi,i::vn(s
POWER

Reminiscences of the Year 1918

AF. ILYIN-ZHENEVSKY

of the Petrograd Military Commissariat

The Bolsheviks in Power:
Reminiscences of the Year
1918

A.F.ILYIN-ZHENEVSKY

Younger brother of Red Navy leader
Raskolnikov, llyin-Zhenevsky worked in
the Petrograd Military Commissariat; this
is his behind-the-scenes view of the
struggte to build the Red Army to defend
Soviet power in the first year of the
revolution.

£4.95
0 86151 011 9

£5.50
~ 86151 023 2

£5.50
0 86151 025 9

Heroes of the Russian Revolution

Lenin, Radek, Bukharin and others

pay tribute to eight Bolsheviks, eight

professional revoiutionaries, from the thousands who struggied and sacrificed in
the Bolshevik party which organised agd‘l’%d the Russian working class to power.
1

0 90203 050 7

Available from:

New Park Publications Ltd.
21-25 Beehive Place
London SW9 7QR
01-274 6885

or from Paperbacks Centres (addresses — see separate ad)

CUMENT.
OOFTHE ©

Opposition

Leading oppositionists, including Trots-
ky, Pyatakov and Preobrazhensky
speaking against the early growth of
bureaucracy in the Soviet Union
£1.95
0 90203 063 9

The History and Principles
ot the Left Opposition:
1923-1933 — the first ten
years

MAX SHACHTMAN

Contemporary account by an American
Trotskyist of the fight against Stalinism in
the Russian Communist Party and the
international

£1.25
0 80203 064 7

BOOKS ON THE
LEFT OPPOSITION

The Platform of the Joint
Opposition (1927)
Submitted to the Central Committee of
the Soviet Communist Party in 1927, this
document was suppressed by Stalin and
its signatories expelled from the Party

2

0 90203 041 8

Towards Socialism or
Capitalism?
LEON TROTSKY

Trotsky's writings between 1925 and
1932 began his analysis of the economic
problems of the isolated Soviet state and
Stalinist degeneration
£2.50
0 90203 085 X
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PART Il

New light on history of

TOM KEMP concludes his review of Alan M. Waud'’s
important new book: ‘The New York Intellectuals —
The Rise and Decline of the Anti-Stalinist Left from the
1930s to the 1980s’. The University of North Carolina
Press, Chapel Hill and London. pp440. 1987.

AMONG those who had left the
revolutionary party 20 years or so
before Max Shachtman were a
number of stalwarts of the Social-

ist Workers Party who had taken

Cannon’s side in the split of 1940.

They included Albert Goldman, de-
fence lawyer in the famous Minneapolis
trial, and Felix Morrow, best known for
his Trotskyist analysis of the Spanish
Civil War. Both had served time for
violating the Smith Act, and it was while
they were in jail that they began to
elaborate an oppositionist platform, cri-
tical of Cannon’s methods and going on
to attack the official policy of the SWP.

They reflected a wave of disillusionment in the
movement at the end of World War II.

The factional fight
which followed is less
well-known than that of
1939-1940 but, while con-
ducted at a lower level, it
perhaps deserves more
attention than it has
generally received.

Among those who joined
the Goldman-Morrow fac-
tion, or took up a similar
position, were Jean van Hei-
Jjenoort (once Trotsky’s
secretary), Yvan Craipeau
in France, Jock Haston and
Ted Grant in Britain and
most of the German group in
exile.

Although Goldman and
Morrow began by challeng-
ing Cannon’s organisational
methods, they soon went on
to question the prognosis
elaborated by Trotsky with
its anticipation that the
world war would be followed
by a revolutionary upsurge.

Basically, their argument
was that since the revolution
had not taken place accord-
ing to the prognosis, the
perspective derived from it
should be scrapped.

Undoubtedly the post-war
situation was more complex
than Trotsky had envisaged
and required fresh analysis
and not simply the repetition
of revolutionary rhetoric.

The point was that the
Goldman-Morrow group was
unable to work out a cohe-
rent Marxist perspective to
supplement or replace the
one they wanted to discard.

While Cannon’s attach-
ment to ‘orthodoxy’ had its
dangers and limitations, and
he may have been too ready
to see any criticism or ques-
tioning as the beginning of a
split, at least his. tenacious
fight for the party held
potential for the survival and
development of the SWP and
the Fourth International,
enabling it to take advantage
of significantly favourable
factors in the situation.

There was an upsurge of
the working class in the adv-
anced countries which was
held back from revolution by
the Stalinists and the Social
Democrats who enabled
capitalism to get back on to
its feet in Europe after 1945.

There was a crisis of im-

T T A R
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perialism, which lost China
and was challenged through-
out the colonial world.

Despite appearances, Sta-
linism too was passing
through a deep crisis soon to
come to the surface in the
Stalin-Tito split and the show
trials which followed in
Eastern Europe.

Instead of being able to
steer a course through the
treacherous waters of the
post-war world Goldman,
Morrow and others became
totally disoriented, drifting
steadily to the right and to a
romplete break with Marx-
ism.

After a period in which
they moved towards or
actually joined Shachtman’s
Workers’ Party, most of
them disappeared from the
political scene.

By mid-1948 Goldman was
calling for support for the
Marshall Plan!

Like many others before
and since, appalled by Sta-
linist brutality, he now saw
American imperialism as
the lesser evil in the Cold
War (it took Shachtman him-
self much longer, as we have
seen).

Considering the record of
Goldman, Morrow and other
ex-SWPers over many
years, the volte-face seemed
extraordinary and almost in-
explicable.

(It should have been noted
that among those intellec-
tuals who did remain stead-
fast in their posts in the SWP
were John G. Wright, the
much maligned George
Novak and Joseph Hansen.
They deserve some credit
for that.)

Similar gyrations were to
be found in the case of mem-
bers of the Communist Party
as well as the Lovestonites
(American supporters of the
Right Opposition).

Waud makes a detaied in-
vestigation of the subsequent
history of Goldman, Morrow
and other renegades from
the SWP.

Of Goldman he writes that
‘he embarked on a course
that veered between pathos
and tragedy, while Felix
Morrow’s was worthy of a
performance of the Theatre
of the Absurd’.

Lo O T

He depicts the physical as

well as political transforma-
tion of the SWP leader who
acted as defence lawyer in
the famous Minneapolis
trial. By the early 1950s he
was supplying the FBI with
information about his for-
mer comrades, while proc-
laiming his opposition to
Marxism and the class
struggle, saying that he re-
mained a socialist ‘on ethical
grounds’.

He announced that he was
ready to go and fight for the
US 1n Korea and devoted
much of his time and legal
talent to getting a pardon for
his Smith Act conviction.

Morrow, who had once
cried at an SWP congress:
‘You can’t expel me. I'll live
and die in the movement,’
was finally expelled and
moved away from the move-
ment as rapidly as did Gold-
man.

Soon he, too, had become a
small-time informer for the
CIA, though insisting that he
only informed on ‘commun-
ists’! In the meantime, he
became a successful pub-
lisher, specialising in the
occult and soft-porn. One of
his scoops was ‘Flying Sauc-
ers Have Landed’.

Subsequently he suffered a
severe mental breakdown —
which must have been pro-
voked by his apostasy — and
had to sell his business as a
loss. Later he became a dis-
ciple of a Russian mystic, G.
J. Gardjieff, only to break
with his guru and set himseif
up as a spiritual guide to
others. In the late 1970s he
joined one of the right-wing
socialist groups.

This record of betrayal has
more than anecdotal interest
since it reflected the experi-
ence of a whole generation
who had not, of course,
joined the revolutionary
movement by accident, and
did not leave it by chance.

Basically it can be said
that this turnabout reflected
the defeats suffered by the
working class and the post-
war betrayals of Social-
Democracy and especially
Stalinism.

Revulsion against Stalinist
crimes, the show trials and
the purges was a major fac-
tor in the change of front by

American Trots

$s0 many prominent and
often brilliant intellectuals.
Because hopes and expecta-
tions were not realised, they
lost confidence in the revolu-
tionary capacity of the work-
ing class.

‘In sum’, concludes Waud,
‘the primary determinants
in the deradicalisation pro-
cess were the political situa-
tion in the nation and the
world in addition to the
ascension of the intellectuals
in status.” By the latter he
means the new job opportu-
nities opened up by the war
and the post-war boom.

What Waud does not dis-
cuss fully are the lessons for
those striving to build a re-
volutionary party, in which
the recruitment of intellec-
tuals plays a necessary and
important role.

We cannot simply deplore
the turn of events and hope
that it will not happen again.
Something has to be said
about the theoretical com-
mittment of American intel-
lectuals to Marxism.

While a few, like Hook, had
made a serious study of Mar-
xist philosophy and Louis
Corey (a sympathiser of the
Lovestone group) had writ-
ten the only Marxist study of
American capitalism, the
average level seems to have
been low, derived at second
hand from various interpre-
ters or from a fairly superfi-
cial acquaintance with a few
of Marx and Lenin’s more
popular works.

These weaknesses were
sharply revealed in the SWP
in the 1939-1940 split. Of
course, some key works like
Lenin’s ‘Philosophical Note-
books’ or Marx’s ‘Grundris-
se’ were not available at this
time. All the same, not
enough use was made of

works which were available.

There was a lack of a fun-
damental study of ‘Capital’,
especially Vols. II and III.
This meant (despite Corey)
a failure to understand the
crisis of the 1930s or, despite
Corey, of the nature of
American capitalism. This
led in turn to an under-
estimation of capitalism’s
capacity to survive where it
was not challenged by a
powerful working class
under the leadership of a

- revolutionary party.

Without this central prin-
cipal, even serious theoreti-
cians like Corey became dis-
oriented, leading him, for ex-
ample, to renounce his mag-
num opus and to espouse
Keynesianism. He, like
others, had tacitly accepted
a breakdown theory, and
when the breakdown didn’t
come he wanted out.

The historical movement
of the class struggle was not
their starting point. Thus
Burnham could see a new
class of managers emerging
world-wide; Shachtman saw

Kyism

a new exploiting class in the
Soviet Union. This turned out
to be the beginning of accept-
ance of capitalism in the US
as eternal, the lesser evil in
the Cold War.

Waud tends to neglect the
importance of the subjective
factor. His book is a valuable
contribution, but it stops
short of a fundamental ex-
planation and does not,
therefore, draw all the les-
sons required by revolution-
ary intellectuals today.

CONCLUDED

STALINISM IN FRANCE

Vol. 1: The first twenty
years of the French Communist Party.
invaluable for understanding the roots of the crisis in
French CP today, this book shows how the working
class was betrayed by Popular Frontism in 1936.

191 pages illustrated. Price £5.25+ 75p p.+p.

Available from: New Park Publications Ltd. 21-25 Beehive
Place, London SW9 7QR. 01-274 6885.
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English
empiricism’s
guilty secret

TELEVISION has recently given us its
once-over-lightly accounts of John Locke
and David Hume without so much as a
whisper about the racist skeletons in
English philosophy’s cupboard.

Yet Locke was the pivotal figure in the -

early development of English racism,
while Hume was an out-and-out racist.

It’s hardly surprising that those talking
heads on our screens had nothing to say
on this aspect of their subjects’ careers.
Quite possibly they didn’t know about it;
few people do, and many people are quite
irrationally outraged when racism is men-
tioned in connection with such venerated
figures.

A few years ago we had the scandal of a
bailiff attending a history of philosophy
seminar in a London polytechnic, by order
of a judge, precisely in order to prevent the
word racism being used in reference to
Locke or Hume.

Anyone who dared to defy this mon-
strous piece of judicial censorship was
thrown out of the seminar on his ear.

This was to spare the feelings of a
student who was a national official of a
fascist organisation, and whose ‘education’
was deemed so important that he was
escorted to those stupidly emasculated
philosophy seminars by a posse of police.

But facts are stubborn things: more
stubborn, in the end, than judges’ fiats or
policemen’s truncheons or bailiffs’ bums.
And the facts about the racism of Locke
and Hume are beyond dispute.

John Locke (1632-1704) played a large
part in the creation of the Board of Trade,
the architect of the old colonial system.
And, as a senior administrator of slave-

owning colonies in the New World, Locke
helped to draft instructions to the gov-
ernor of Virginia in which black slavery
was regarded as justifiable.

While in one passage in his ‘Two Trea-
tises of Government’ (1690), Locke con-
cedes that slavery is ‘vile and miserable’,
elsewhere in the same work he defines
slavery as ‘nothing else but the state of
war continued between a lawful conqueror
and a captive’.

This enables the first systematic expo-
nent of liberalism in political theory to
Jjustify the enslavement of Africans, who
are assumed to be captives taken in a just
war.

Locke’s casuistry is less surprising when
one discovers that he had £600 invested in
the Royal African Company, which by the
beginning of the 18th century had trans-
ported 100,000 African slaves to the New
World plantations and had imported into
England 30,000 tons of slave-produced
sugar. £600 was a very large sum of
money in those days, and his investment
enabled the great liberal thinker to live
very comfortably indeed.

Locke’s contribution to emerging racism
was his provision of a model which allows
skin colour to be counted as an essential
property of human beings. This model
became the foundation of the racist theory
of intellectual gradation, according to
which black people were not, and could not
be, the mental equals of white people —
were not indeed, as some held, members of
the human species.

Locke wrote in his ‘Essay concerning
Human Understanding’ (1690):

‘A Child having framed the Idea of a
Man, it is probable, that his Idea is just
like that Picture, which the Painter makes
of the visible Appearances joyned
together; and such a Complication of Ideas
together in his Understanding, makes up
the single complex Idea which he calls
Man, wherof White or Flesh-colour in
England being one, the Child can demons-
trate to you, that a Negro is not a Man,
because White-colour was one of the con-
stant simple Ideas of the complex Idea he
calls Man: And therefore he can demons-
trate by the Principle, It is impossible for

the same Thing to be, and not to be, that a
Negro is not a Man.’

Locke’s successor David Hume (1711-
1776), described by Professor Basil Willey
in ‘The Eighteenth-Century Background’
(1940) as ‘the fine flower of the English (or
shall we say the Anglo-Scottish) eight-
eenth-century mind’, made no bones about
his racist views.

Hume added the following footnote to
the 1753 reprint of his essay ‘Of National
Characters’, first published in 1748:

‘I am apt to suspect the negroes, and in
general all the other species of men (for
there are four or five different kinds) to be
naturally inferior to the whites.

‘There never was a civilised nation of
any other complexion than white, nor
even any individual eminent either in
action or speculation. No ingenious manu-
facture amongst them, no arts, no sci-
ences. . .

‘Not to mention our colonies, there are
negroe slaves dispersed all over Europe, of
which none ever discovered any symptoms
of ingenuity; tho’ low people, without
ingenuity, will start up amongst us, and
distinguish themselves in every profes-
sion.

‘In Jamaica indeed they talk of one
negroe as a man of parts and learning; but
tis likely he is admired for very slender
accomplishments, like a parrot, who
speaks a few words plainly.’

Racism emerged in England in the
eighteenth century as an ideological justi-
fication of slavery. And it was this coun-
try’s leading philosophers of the day — our
great empiricists — who furnished the
conceptual building blocks used in its
construction.

By 1773 Samuel Estwick, son of a
Barbados planter, owner of immense
sugar plantations there, agent for Barba-
dos in London, and an MP for 16 years,
was quoting both Locke and Hume to back
up his argument that black people were
not human beings, and that a law to
prohibit their entering this country would
‘preserve the race of Britons from stain
and contamination’.

The part played by racist philosophers

in the origin and early development of
English racism — the fact that there are
poisonous blossoms among those ‘fine
flowers of the English mind’ — is, in our
racist society, a closely guarded secret.

The other
Victorian
values

THOUGH he’s often sentimental or
melodramatic, there are few English
novelists so consistently admirable as
Charles Dickens. He’s always readable,
generally enjoyable, and frequently a re-
bel against hypocrisy and injustice.

My admiration for Dickens shot up still
more when I read, in the current issue of
the ‘London Review of Books’, his version
of ‘The Fine Old English Gentleman’, ‘To
be said or sung at all Conservative Din-
ners’:

The bright old day now dawns
again; the cry runs through the
land,
In England there shall be dear bread
— in Ireland sword and brand;
And poverty, and ignorance, shall
swell the rich and grand,
So, rally round the rulers with the
gentle iron hand,
Of the fine old English Tory days;
Hail to the coming time!

This good old radical broadside, which
hits its target as fair and square in 1987 as
it did on the day it was written, is quoted
from ‘The New Oxford Book of Victorian
Verse’, edited by Christopher Ricks.

Judging by the reviews, Ricks’s recently
published anthology gives readers a fresh
and often unexpected slant on 19ch-
century English poetry and its preoccupa-
tions.

LISTINGS

LISTINGS are published free by
WORKERS PRESS each week for
organisations in the labour move-
ment. Please send details to arrive
by mid-day Monday for publica-
tion the following Thursday.

EDUCATION MEETING Opting Out
and the Implications for Tower Ham-
lets. Monday 23 November, 8p.m.
Oxford House, Derbyshire Street,

London E2. Organised by Tower
Hamlets Trades Council. All wel-
come.

THE THATCHER YEARS: BRITAIN
AND LATIN AMERICA A Confer-
ence for Activists. Saturday, 14
November 11a.m.-5.30p.m. London
School of Economics, Portugal
Street, London WC2. Organised by
the Latin American Bureau.
PRISON PICKETS Frankland and
Durham. Sunday 15 November
1.30p.m. Coaches leave Birmingham
1 at Sa.m.

rmanchester
IMAarCtyrRs
comirmermoration

MICHAEL O'BREN

MICHAEL LARKIM

EXHIBITIONS: Anne Frank in the
World; The Aliens Act; both at
Hackney Town Hall, Mare Street,
ES8.

CRIMINAL JUSTICE — TOWARDS
A SOCIALIST AGENDA Day Con-
ference, Saturday 14 November.
Red Rose Club, 129 Seven Sisters
Road, London N4. Organised by
Labour Campaign for Criminal Jus-
tice. For further details phone Ruth
Allan, Northwood (65) 24666; Bron
Roberts, 01-903 4921; Chris Naylor,
01-226 3396.

RACISM AND EDUCATION Are the
teachers doing their job? Will the
Tories let them? Does Anti-Racist
Education deal with anti-semitism? 2
London teachers give their views.
Jewish Socialists’ Group meeting.
Sunday, 22 November, 8pm
Friends International Centre, Byng
Place, London WC1

NON-STOP PICKET OF SOUTH
AFRICA HOUSE For the release of
Nelson Mandela and all political pris-
oners in South Africa. For sanctions
against the racist South African gov-

T AT

ernment. Outside South Africa
House, Trafalgar Square. Organised
by City of London Anti-Apartheid.

CAMPAIGN AGAINST POLICE
REPRESSION (CAPR) Weekly plan-
ning meetings every Tuesday
7.30p.m. Stoke Newington Commun-
ity Centre, Leswin Road, N16. Al
welcome. Contact: Box CAPR, 83
Blackstock Road, N4 (01-991 2938.)
FROM GRUNWICK TO WAPPING
AND BEYOND. . . WHAT LES-
SONS? Major Review Conference.
Saturday 14 November 10a.m.-

‘5p.m. Brent Town Hall, Forty Lane,

Wembley (near Wembley Park tube
and Wembley Stadium).

BRING BACK VICTORIA WIL-
LIAMS! Campaign meetings second

and fourth Wednesdays of every
month. 7.30p.m. UCA, Acton Tech-
nical College, Mill Hill Road, W3.
GREENHAM COMMON WOMEN'S
CAMP To all women — we are stiil
here; we still need your support! Near
Newbury, Exit 13 on M4, or BR
Newbury, Berkshire.

VIRAJ MENDIS LONDON SUP-
PORT GROUP Weekly organisa-
tional meetings: 7.30p.m. at Cam-
den Town Hall.

BULLETIN OF THE IRISH HUNGER
STRIKE COMMEMORATION COM-
MITTEE (BIRMINGHAM) Now avail-
able on subscription: £2 per year (3
issues incl. pp). From: Tiocfaidh Ar
La c/o IHSCC, PO Box 540, Spar-
khill, Birmingham, BIl 4AU

Country

Workers Revolutionary Party
Tower Hamlets and Hackney Marxist
Discussion
St George’s Methodist Hall, Cable Street,
Stepney, E1 (nearest tube: Shadwell)
all at 7.30p.m.

Friday 6 November: Stalinism in Britain
Friday 4 December: The Stalinist Theory of Socialism in a Single

BLOODY SUNDAY
COMMEMORATION MEETING

Sunday 22 November 11a.m.
Conway Hall
Red Lion Square
London WC1

Sunday
November 22nd 1987

MANCHESTER

Name
Address &
Donation/affiliation (£10 for organisations) £............coueeeeerrecrensenens

Do you want to receive regular bulletins in the run-up to the

Send to Manchester Martyrs Committee, c/o Grass Roots, 1 Newton Street,
Manchester 1. i ‘ S DI >

I the {Birmingham Six) wiry it wifl mean that the police
were guilty of perjury, that they were guilty of violence
and threats, that the confessions were involuniary and
were improperly admitted in evidence and that the
convictions were erroneous... This is such an appalling
vista that gvery sensibie person in the land would say; it
cannot be right, these actions should go no furth-
er. '(Lord Denning, denying the Blemingham Six the right
to proceed with an action agains! the pofive for injuries

b 10p
recelved while in custody). 1980

A new pamphlet outlining the cases of framed Irish prison-
ers, including the Birmingham Six and the Guildford Four.

Copies available from Free the Framed Irish Prisoners, c/o
BM 1320, London WC1 3XX.
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Emblem of Empire’
Slides

Main speaker: Rodney Mace, Author of ‘Trataigar Square —

Reading from William Morris

WORKERS PRESS
SEMINAR

Tutor: P. Fryer

Sunday 6 December
11a.m.-5p.m.

1. Writing
2. Writing a news story
3. Writing a feature article

of pencils and paper.

Writing for the revolutionary press

There will be three sessions:

Emphasis will be on practical work. Bring copious supplies

For WRP members. For details of venue (London) ring 01-733 3058.

< g T
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GREEK APPROACH TO THE PREPARATORY COMMITTEE

From a Group of ex-members of the EEK (formerly WIL), Greek
section of the International Committee of the Fourth International

(Healy).

1. Since the founding of
the International
Socialist movement in
the middle of the 19th
century, the working
class all over the world
has passed through
great historical strug-
gles, fighting to build
an international lead-
ership.

The decisive issue that
Leon Trotsky and his
comrades formulated in
the Transitional Prog-
ramme — i.e. that the
world political situation
as a whole is characte-
rised mainly by the crisis
of the leadership of the
working class — remains
unchanged today.

This constitutes the deci-
sive historical issue upon
which are tested the diffe-
rent varieties of revisionism
in the Fourth International
(which, from time to time,
discover ‘revolutionary ten-
dencies’, or various substi-
tutes in populist bourgeois
movements, nationalist
leaders, professors in east-
ern countries’ universities
ete).

The struggle for the reor-
ganisation of the Fourth In-
ternational means a struggle
for internationalism and
vice versa. ‘International-
ism is not an abstract princi-
ple, but a theoretical and
political reflection of the na-
ture of the world economy,
the world development of the
productive forces and the in-
ternational nature of the
class struggle‘ (Trotsky).

An Internationalist is he
who always refuses to put
the interests of his own
bourgeoisie, leading caste or
of his own organisation on a
national level above the in-
terests of the international
working class and the strug-
gle for the building of an
International revolutionary
leadership.

2. Trotsky was able to
establish the Fourth In-
ternational because, in
those years, on an inter-
national level, it was he
who had the richest poli-
tical experience from his
long participation in the
international workers’
movement and his rich
theoretical contribution.

(1903: Second conference
of Russian Social Democra-
tic Labour Party, 1905 re-
volution, theory of the
Permanent Revolution, mis-
takes in relation to party
organisation and their cor-
rection, struggle against
World War I, Zimmerwald,
1917, Red Army, bloec with
Lenin against the rising

bureaucracy and Stalin, Left

Opposition, banishment
from the USSR, struggle
against fascism, ‘Revolution
Betrayed’, founding of the
Fourth International in
1938).

The decisive issues that
Trotsky and the Fourth In-
ternational formulated, such
as:

a) The Permanent Revolu-
tion;

b) ‘The Revolution Betrayed’
and the struggle for the
political revolution for
crushing of the Stalinist
bureaucracy;

28 Charlotte Street, London W1P 1HP
Tel: 01-636 3532

10-12 Atlantic Road, Brixton, London.SW9
8HY
Tel: 01-274 8343, .

Hope Street Book Centre
321 Hope Street, Glasgow G2 3PT
Tel: 041-332 8881

¢) The struggle for the build-
ing of the Fourth Interna-
tional based on the nature
of the epoch and the Tran-
sitional Programme;

The struggle for the de-
velopment of Marxism,
are the foundations upon
which the Fourth Interna-
tional is based.

3. The WRP’s call (for an
International Conference
of Trotskyists) and the
principles it establishes
constitute a step towards
the political cleaning of
the Trotskyist movement
and the emancipation of
the Fourth International
from all those forces that
either from within its
ranks (revisionism) or
from outside (bourgeoisie
and Stalinism) have tried
and are {rying to destroy
it.

4. The reorganisation of
the Fourth International
can begin only from orga-
nisations and groups that,
despite their contradic-
tions, mistakes and weak-
nesses, have fought and
are fighting inside the
class struggle against the
bourgeoisie and its state,
against Stalinism, for the
continuation of Trotsky’s
International.

5. There can be no reorga-
nisation of the Fourth In-
ternational, as the call
correctly stresses, with-
out a principled founda-
tion.

These principles will be
able to acquire a revolution-
ary content if the forces pre-
sent at the conference be-
come capable of analysing
and explaining the contra-
dictory historical process of
the Trotskyist movement
and the history of the ICFI.

This is a basic condition to
obtaining a series of neces-

d

fer

i

Special studies on World War II, the new international developments it inaugurated and on the

ur participationin
the struggle for the
world conference

guerrilla movement during 1941-1949 are among the proposals from this Group of ex-EEK
members. Above: A Greek partisan column.

only occur in combination
with a conscious effort to
break its isolation from
the working class, having
a steady class orientation
towards it.

7. We are politically
opposed to those tenden-
cies within the Trotskyist
movement which tetally
reject the existence of
points (conditions) in the
struggle for the reorga-
nisation of the FI, but
also to those who object to
some of the ten points.

They usually reject point
eight, which stresses the ne-
cessity of building sections
of the Fourth International
in every country. Mainly
they come from or are influ-
enced by the United Secre-
tariat (USec), and this is
closely connected with its
own revisionism.

Even though Pablo aban-
doned the USec and Trotsky-
ism over 20 years ago, the
consequences of Pabloite re-
visionism are still present

participated in the ‘Simon
Bolivar’ Brigade. In this
case they had the same poli-
cy as G. Healy’s ICFI and
EEK in Greece.

In the US the SWP official-
ly renounced the Permanent
Revolution and in West Ger-
many the Pabloites merged
with the Greens and the Sta-
lino-Maoists without any
essential political resistance
to this day.

In Greece the Pabloite
QKDE split into two groups
without the appearance of
serious different political
platforms. Meanwhile, in the
confines of the USec there
also exists the movement
around the journal ‘Marxist
Gathering’.

Parallel degeneration phe-
nomenons can be observed
in Australia, England, South
America and elsewhere.

The USec’s revisionism

and its withdrawal from the

working class have led many
of its members and cadres to
become disillusioned and to
no longer believe in the re-
volutionary role of the work-
ing class and the revolution-

Savas Michael maintained (in the party as well as
publicly) that the split in the WRP and the IC in 1985
was a combined operation of agents of Stalinism

and imperialism.

sary lessons, since it will
have become clear what the
reasons were for the aban-
donment of basic principles
of communism in the past by
the ICFI, leading it to a huge
political degeneration, as
was proved by G. Healy’s
expulsion and the successive
fglits in the WRP and the
FI.

6. Today the necessary
theoretical revolutionisa-
tion of the Fourth Inter-
national movement can

today. Mandel’s theories of
‘Neocapitalism’ have led the
sections of the USec to mar-
ginalisation, to single-issue
politics, to the adventurist
support of various guerrilla
movements, to the uncon-
ditional support of various
bourgeois nationalist move-
ments and governments.

The USec gave uncon-
ditional support to the Sandi-
nista government in Nicar-
agua while it imprisoned,
tortured and banished hun-

- dreds  of Trotskyists “who

ism of Trotskyism.

Today, essentially, the
USec is a multi-factional
confederation and not a Bol-
shevik international Trots-
kyist organisation.

Especially in our days,
capitalism and Stalinism,
because of their historical
crisis and bankcruptcy, need
the assistance of people
speaking in the name of
Trotskyism, but who in ess-
ence are revising it (Posa-
das, Healy, Savas Michael in

‘Greece étc).-

The principles of the Trots-
kyist movement have been
developed and defended with
thousands murdered by Sta-
linism, Trotsky and his best
comrades murdered and the
combined murders of most
of the Trotskyists by the Sta-
linists, the fascists and the
liberal bourgeoisie during
World War II.

Only a handful of Fourth
Internationalists in the
whole world during the
World War II raised the ban-
ner of internationalism with
the slogan ‘Proletarians of
all countries unite!’.

8. Today the Fourth In-
ternational is in the most
crucial phase of its his-
tory. Basically two oppo-
site currents are indis-
tinguishable on an inter-
national scale:

One consists of those talk-
ing about the reorganisation
or rebirth of the Fourth In-
ternational;

The other consists of those
who renounce Trotskyism
and the struggle for the
building of the FI and are
liquidating into Stalinism,
the ‘Greens’, guerilla or
populist movements.

Every tendency towards
inertia, capitulation or re-
conciliation must be fought
now, immediately.

The danger of the liquida-
tion of the Trotskyist move-
ment today is greater than it
was-during the 1930s or dur-
ing Pablo’s period. Now the
Stalinist epigones, led by
Gorbachev, facing their his-
torical crisis and wanting to
get rid of the spectre of
Trotskyism, are thinking of
formally rehabilitating Sta-
lin’s victims, in order to in-
corporate, castrate and
finally liquidate the Trots-
kyist movement so that they
can continue their counter-
revolutionary polities. In
this task of his Gorbachev
has as ideological assistants
G. Healy, M. Banda and S.
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Michael in Greece.

The struggle for the suc-
cess of the Conference
means a strong blow against
Stalinism, which is the
greatest danger to the inde-
pendence of our movement
today (Gorbachev worship).
The bourgeoisie attempted
an analogous effort of incor-
porating Marxism by ‘lega-
lising’ it, trying to deprive it
of its revolutionary content.

Only the Trotskyists are

genuine anti-Stalinists. Anti-
Stalinism means the strug-
gle for the political revolu-
tion for the overthrow of the
bureaucracy. It means the
struggle for the victory of
the world socialist revolution
and for the building of the
Fourth International.
9. The ten points in the
WRP’s call are necessary
as a minimum basis for
the beginning of a princi-
pled discussion to clarify
the most important issues
occupying the Fourth In-
ternational and the work-
ing class, aiming to des-
troy capitalism and Sta-
linism, for the communist
future of humanity.

10. From this point of
view and for the success
of the conference we
propose:

(a) The writing of Interna-
tional Perspectives.

(b) The re-examination of the
history of the FI (the
course of the class strug-
gle internationally during
the whole imperialist
epoch must be understood
as the dialectical interac-
tion of these two factors:
the world economic crisis
of capitalism with the
wars and revolutions,
which is the motive force,

and the unsolved crisis of .

working-class lead-
ership).

(c) A special study on World
War II and the new inter-
national developments it
inaugurated.

(d) A re-examination of the
birth of Pabloite revision-
ism and the founding of
the International Com-
mittee of the Fourth In-
ternational in 1953.

(e) A re-examination of the
split in the ICFI of 1985
and of the events that fol-
lowed.

(f) Systematisation and de-
velopment of the discus-
sion on the developments
in the USSR, and the
general crisis of Stalin-
ism, in connection with
the further course of our
movement.

(g) Preparation, as soon as
possible, of a political
platform for the struggle
against militarism and
war.

(h) A conscious_effort must
be made to develop the
Transitional Programme
in the light of all the new
developments in the in-
ternational arena of the
class struggle.

(i) The call correctly stresses
that the Stalinist methods
brought into the Trots-
kyist movement of the
well-known slanders, vio-
lence and frame-ups de-
signed to strike political
opponents must be conde-
mned. But at the same
time any tendency of ‘leg-
al Trotskyism’, which is a
product of the long-
existing parliamentary
bourgeois democracy in
the main capitalist cen-
tres after World War Il on
the one hand and of the
activity of revisionism in
the Fourth International
on the other, must be
fought along the course
towards the conference.

The Trotskyist organisa-
tions must combine legal
and illegal work and train
their members against
penetration and provoca-
tion by capitalism and
Stalinism.

(j) Constant struggle for the
development of Marxism
as the revolutionary
theory for the overthrow
of capitalism and the
establishment of social-
ism world-wide. We be-

lieve that the political
clarification on these
points is a necessary pre-
condition for the accom-

plishment of the aim of
the conference, which is
the reorganisation of the
Fourth International.

e Who are we? sossssssss

OUR political formation as a group is directly con-
nected with the split iu the ICFI in 1985 and the stand
taken by the leading petty-bourgeois clique which
controls EEK (formerly WIL), the Greek section of the

ICFI.

Savas Michael organised an international secret faction
with G. Healy, A. Mitchell, S. Torrance (WRP) and E.
Romero (Spain) and played a decisive role in the first split in
the WRP and the ICFI (October 1985).

In Greece he misinformed the Central Committee and the
whole party, hiding the real issues which led to G. Healy’s
expulsion and consciously distorting the true facts. Not a
single document by the WRP or the IC of that period was
circulated in Greece. Instead, S.Michael maintained (in the
party as well as publicly) that the split was a combined
operation of agents of Stalinism and imperialism. In fact, he
openly accused before the party the then secretary of the
ICF1, C. Slaughter, of being an agent of Moscow, and D.
North, Secretary of the American Workers’ League, of being

a CIA agent.

Meanwhile, inside the party a situation of terror and
hysteria prevailed, aiming to suppress any probable protest
or dissension. Members were directly threatened with expul-

sion.

The situation' became unbearable for S. Michael and his
clique, especially after October 1986 and the struggle under-
taken mainly by members of our present group against the
clearly pro-Stalinist positions which G. Healy formulated at
an ‘International School’ during that period. The reaction of
the clique was violent and spasmodic, since in view of the
second regular Conference of EEK (March 1987), and using
Stalinist methods (lies, threats, ‘spontaneous confessions’,
slander ete.) it proceeded with suspensions and expulsions,
thus finding a ‘way out’ from the impasse of a difficult

situation.

From the moment of our formation as a group we realised
the necessity of an international orientation which today,
through a course of centradictions, difficulties and retrogres-
sions, has brought us close to the effort for the organising of
an International Conference aiming for the reorganisation of

the FI.

s Qur struggle in Greece m———

OUR immediate aims for our struggle in Greece are:

a) We are proceeding with
the publication of the most
important documents of the
1985 split in the ICF1I for the
first time in Greece.

b) We shall publish in Greek
the necessary documents
concerning the coming con-
ference.

¢) Based on these documents
we will begin an open discus-
sion with other tendencies of
Trotskyism, advanced work-
ers, trade unionists and
youth. We will struggle to
intervene in the crisis of Sta-
linism, to expose the Healy-
ite revisionism, while show-
ing interest in the important
centrist currents created by
Pasok’s crisis (already most
of its trade unionists have
deserted it).

d) We will try to make known
the long-standing history of
Trotskyism on a national
and an international level.
e) We will study the guerrilla
movement of the 1941-1949
period.

f) We shall study the history

of the Greek secion of the
ICFI which was founded in
1963. More concretely — the
founding, the 1966 split, dic-
tatorship, the 1976 split,
stand in the 1985 split — and
its further course.

g) We shall try to make a
Marxist analysis of the de-
velopment of capitalism and
of the workers’ movement in
Greece, and develop a prog-
ramme of transitional de-
mands.

h) Based on the international
directions and the necessary
struggle we must undertake
on a national level, we aim to
contribute to the building of
a new workers’ party, a sec-
tion of the Fourth Interna-
tional.

On this basis, we ask to
participate regularly in the
Preparatory Committee for
the international conference.
Awaiting your reply,

Comradely greetings

Group of ex-members of t

EEK, Greek section of the
ICFI (Healy)

Vladimir Klebanov
- do not let them

kiil him'

FREE
VLADIMIR

KLEBANOV

Free TradeUnionist

IR DEMONSTRATE I
At the
Soviet Embassy
Wed 25 November

18 Kensington Palace Gardens

1.30 t03.00
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ROBSON'S CHOICE

Politics of despair

LAST Tuesday
ITV’s Viewpoint 87
transmitted the
long awaited Mike
Grigsb>by
documentary,
made in collabora-
tion with John
Furse, Living in
the Edge.

The canvas was vast
— fundamental social
changes in post-war
Britain. It focussed on
a family in Birken-
head, two miners’
families in South
Wales, unemployed
youth in Glasgow and a
Devon farmer about to
loose his farm to the
banks after working it
for 40 years.

Grigsby has always
been a superb craftsman,
and Living on the Edge
was no exception. The old
lyricism was there in
abundance, enhanced on
this occasion by a newly-
acquired passion for dolly
and crane which, in the
hands of cameraman
Ivan Strasburg, produced
some spectacular moving
shots of graveyard, rail-
way and cityscape.

But the politics that in-
formed this rich tapestry of
sounds and images were un-
fortunately the middle-class
politics of despair. Mike
Grigsby appears not to have
advanced politically one
inch in the past fifteen years,
and this is his greatest weak-
ness as a filmmaker, in my
opinion.

He accepts that society is
devided into classes — one
exploiting and the other ex-
ploited. He accepts that Bri-
tain’s loss of empire shar-
pened the class struggle at
home. He accepts that the
post war dreams for a better
future have been shattered
for all time by the collapse of
the post-war boom. But his
conception of ‘socialism’ is
purely abstract and must
therefore remain merely a
dream.

The ruling class is equally
abstract, introduced symbo-
lically or in the form of dis-
sembodied voices from the
past. Not a class you can get
your hands on, so to speak.
His choice of interviews re-
flects his pessimism: ‘In the
thirties people had princi-
ples, but now there is no
solidarity anymore, no give
and take in our own class’.
Thousands of miners across
the country would take vio-
lent exception to such a
statement.

Grigsby is moved by what
is gone or going. He has
absolutely no inkling of the
profound molecular changes
taking place in British socie-
ty which heralds the coming
of the new. He sees the work-
ing class as an injured and
suffering class, and this one-
sidedness leaves no room for
even a modicum of revolu-
tionary optimism. On the
contrary, the film was
permeated with a yearning
for the days in which re-
forms were still possible.

‘You were saying that the
affairs of this country’, a
miner said in discussion with
his mates, ‘were not run
from Westminster but from
Whitehall, by civil servants.
I wonder now whether glo-
bally we are being run by
Brian's multinational. com-
panies. the finance houses,
who just shift the balance of
power by moving money
from one bank to another or

one country to another, and I
don’t know how socialism
can beat that sort of power,
and I mean power in it’s raw
sence, not authority’ (my
emphasis).

A very interesting con-
tribution was made by a man
discussing with his cronies in
a pub when he explained how
his expectations -of life, and
those of thousands of others,
had been raised by the war.

Not, as he stressed, by the
experience of the war itself,
but by contact with ‘enlight-
ened lecturers’ in the army
where he had received much
of his basic training.

It was a clear-cut example
of how theory must develop
from the whole of class soci-
ety and how, often quite
accidentally as in this case,
it is brought into the working
class, transforming it for
ever.

Grigsby has no theory,
that is why he presents the
following contribution uncri-
tically and without explana-
tion. A young man from
Birkenhead, one of
thousands of alienated youth
living today in Thatcher’s
Britain, had this to say:

‘The worst thing you can
do is be born with brains in a
non-working class society.
Were non-working class -
were not working. Were not
even part of the class struc-
ture because were not work-
ing. Were getting pushed
further and further toward
the edge, where you’ve
either got to stand up and
scream and do something to
better yourself, or go down.’

But what does ‘stand up
and scream and do some-
thing to better yourself’
mean in capitalist society to-
day, whether In Britain or
South Africa? When Mike
Grigsby begins to address
this burning question he will
begin to acquire real stature
as a filmmaker. Without it
he will merely ‘go down’ the
road of protest and despair.
As one who has worked
closely with him on more
than one occasion I would
hate for that to happen. He is
worthy of much more.

L I T

BBC2 seem to have gone all
out to monopolise the air-
waves this week. On Satur-
day, for instance, at
2.30p.m.(BBC2), they offer
the ebullient Busby Berkeley
musical, Golddiggers of
1935, followed at
3.40p.m.(BBC2) by Edward
Dmytryk’s film noire, Cor-
nered. At 7.35p.m.(BBC2), a
portrait of Lanca shire artist
L.S.Lowry, followed by a
performance of Shostako-
vich’s Fifth Symphony (a
simultaneous broadcast with
Radio 3). At 10.05(BBC2),
Luchino Visconti’s operatic
Senso, made in 1954.

On Sunday, at
1.40p.m.(Radio 3), Wagner’s
Lohengrin, in a 1987
Bayreuth Festival produc-
tion. At 2.20p.m.(C4), Vittorio
de Sica’s Miracle in Milan.
At 5.10p.m.(BBC2), Music in
C 1 ‘el n. At

5.50p.m.(BBC2), Review
looks at this year’s winner of
the Nobel Prize for litera-
ture, the Russian emigree,
Joseph Brodsky. At
7.50p.m.(BBC2), The Great
Philosophers concentrates
on Hegel and Marx. At
8.35p.m.(BBC2), The Natural
World takes a fascinating
look at wildlife in the volca-
nic island of Hawaii. At
10.25p.m.(Radio 3), Faure
Piano Music. At
10.30p.m.(ITV), The South
Bank Show looks at the work
o{ American write Gore Vid-
al.

On Monday, at
7.40p.m.(BBC2), Open Space
investigates the plight of
domestic servants working
in Britain for ‘wealthy visi-
tors’. At 9p.m.(BBC2),
Woody Allen runs wild in
Bananas. At
10.10p.m.(BBC1), part-two of
John Le Carre’s A Perfect
Spy. At 11p.m.(C4), part-four
of The People’s Flag.

On Tuesday, at
7.20p.m.(Radio 4), File on 4
broadcasts the final prog-
ramme in the series Revolu-
tion Without Shots. At
8.05p.m.(Radio 3), The Cun-
ning Peasant, a comic opera
in two acts with music by
Dvorak. At 9p.m.(C4), Hot
House People, a new series,
opens with Super Babies, a
look at the ‘Better Baby In-
stitute in Philadelphia, a
small private school dedi-
cated to the creation of
genius’ — sounds like
another instance of the cri-
sis-ridden bourgeoisie in
search of the master-race.
At 9.30p.m.(BBC2), Foot-
steps retraces the steps of
Karl Mauch (1837-1875) into
deepest Africa where he dis-
covered the remains of an
early civilization which
greatly strengthened the
cause of black nationalism.

On Wednesday, at
6.30p.m.(C4), first in a new
ser‘es called All In a Day’s
Life, which examines the
concept of work, leisure and
unemployment around the
clock. The first
documentary, directed by
Peter West, looks at the
dawn of a new day for those
in and out of work. At
9.30p.m.(BBC2), part-three
of A Pefect Spy. At
10.30p.m.(ITV), Robert Red-
ford’s directorial debut,
Ordinary People.

. On Thursday, at
3.50p.m.(C4), John Schlesin-
ger’s Sixties documentary,
Terminus. At 7p.m.(Radio 3),
A Left-Handed Legacy, a
survey of piano music for the
left-hand inspired largely by
two concert pianists whose
careers were ended by in-
juries sustained during the
First World War. At
J.20p.m.(Radio 3), Music for

Guitar: a programme of
flamenco music.
On Friday, at

9.50p.m.(BBC2), Arena pre-
sents Revolutionary with a
Paint Box, a portrait of Mex-
ican artist Diego Rivera. At
11.40p.m.(BBC1), Peter Sel-
lers in Prisoners of Zenda.

TOM SCOTT ROBSON

Who Runs the Country, fourth programme in the series The
People’'s Flag. spars the years 1964 to 1979 — from Wilson's
Labour Goverrment 0 the ~eturm of the Tories ofter the ‘Winter of
Discontent’. Wrtter 2y Stuant Hooc. cirected by Chris Reeves.
Above: Demonstration at Pentonviiie Priscr cemardirg the release

of five dockers in 1972
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FORD LOBBY

HUNDREDS of Ford workers lobbied their
pay negotiations in Bayswater last Wednes-
day in angry opposition to Fords’ proposed
three-year pay deal (right).

Union negotiators’ secretary James Airlie
was greeted by workers singing ‘Sell you
out, sell you out, 'm the famous Jimmie
Airlie and | want to sell you out‘, and general
derision over his signing of the single union
agreement at Dundee. Tens of thousands of
Ford workers, technical staff and foremen
have taken strike action around the country
in protest at the job-cutting, speed-up deal
and 4.25-per-cent pay offer.

Dundee deal splits
‘Morning Star’

'THE SINGLE UNION deal for the

proposed Ford plant at Dundee has
severely split the Stalinists and
other ‘lefts’ around the ‘Morning
Star’.

On 30 October a letter in the ‘Morning

Star’ signed by only nine AEU local
officials supported the deal. It claimed
that this anti-union deal ‘as being in the
best interests of British trade unions’
and ‘that it is to their long term advan-

b
tage ’ BY OUR INDUSTRIAL

The letter ended by CORRESPONDENT

calling ‘for an end to paign Group (‘Morning

public disagreement
on the deal which can
only help the enemies
of trade unonism’.

Prominent members of
the Communist Cam-

Star’) supporters are
amongst the signatories.

Despite this call for an end
to public disagreement, a re-
ply by 19 trade union offi-
cials was received the fol-
lowing week (4 November)

denouncing ‘these disting-
uished trade unionists’, to be
followed by a letter from
Ford shop steward Rod Fin-
layson (11 November).

Finlayson said:

‘The Dundee agreement
acts like a Trojan Horse
attacking Ford workers,
attacking the 100 per cent
closed shop, Ford workers’
national trade union struc-
ture and all the current
agreements — fought for
over many years.

‘It attacks our wage rates,
conditions, work-time, disci-
pline procedures, working
practices, shop-steward rep-
resentation and inter-union

cooperation.

‘There is mass indignation
and opposition to all this in
other Ford plants in Britain
— Liverpool, Wales, South-
ampton and London.’

The ‘enemies of trade un-
ionism’ are not those who
expose such deals but the
likes of James Airlie, Stalin-
ist member of the AEU
national committee and
right wing general secretary
of the Union, Gavin Laird,
who held secret meetings
with the Ford management
behind the backs of the
NJINC (joint union commit-
tee) in order to perpetrate
this most ‘chauvinistic’ anti-
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union deal.

Airlee claims the deal is
the best possible but has
admitted that new elements
of flexibility have been con-
ceded by the union which
worsen working conditions

in force at other Ford plants..

Despite a slump in union
membership the leadership
was even two weeks ago
pushing for a new flexible
agreement on hours. The
deal would have brought
further job losses but was
defeated at a full meeting of
the Confederation of Ship-
building and Engineering
Unions. .

Airlie is becoming some-
thing of a specialist in nego-
tiating such deals. When the
Caterpillar workers in Glas-
gow took the struggle into
their own hands and occu-
pied their factory for several

WORKERS PRESS
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weeks it was Airlie who
ordered a return to work.

It was Airlie who confused
the struggle when he told he
AEU national committee
that the Scottish Develop-
ment Agency was to take
over the Caterpillar plant
and that victory was in sight.
This brought an end to the
occupation and the loss of 800
jobs.

Airlie has lined up com-
pletely with the right wing
advocates of ‘new realism’
in the unions. The unions
were built as a result of gen-
erations of struggle. The
time has come to throw out
such leaders and replace
them with ones who will fight
for a trade union movement
independent of the capitalist
state.

@ See Jordan defeated on en-
gineers’ deal — page 3

In so far: £463.60

THE MONTHLY fund has reached £463.60. If we are to reach
our £2,000 target we will have to increase the tempo. The
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