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- Infant
~ Mortality
Increases

INFANT MORTALITY has risen in Bri-
tain for the first time in 16 years, it was

revealed last week

This statistic measures not just the
decline in treatment for pregnant
women and children under 12 months,
but is universally used as an indication
of the standard of a country’s overall
medical services. The figure has fallen

in every European country, with the
exception of Britain.

Thatcher last week pretended that the figures
were some sort of arithmetical error.

This is small consola-
tion to the desperate pa-
rents who are forced to
the courts, to the media,
to raising money through
- charity to save their
heart-damaged children.

Janice Haycox, mother
of Thomas who can’t be
fitted in for an operation
until 1989, nailed the
Thatcher lie that every-
body has a choice of
treatment in Britain:

‘Mrs Thatcher says
we’ve all got a choice.
There’s no choice for Tho-
mas in private health in-
surance. They won’t take
him. We can join, but he
can’t and if they don’t
want to take him, they
can’t have us’.

Further indications of the
mounting NHS erisis
have appeared every day
over the last week.

@® A report released by
the British Cardiac Socie-
ty on Tuesday last week
says that there are 75,000
preventable deaths
occuring in England and
Wales because modern
treatment for heart dis-
ease 1S not available. It

BY BRONWEN

HANDYSIDE

recommends the provi-
sion of another 100 to 150
cardiac specialists to en-
sure adequate care.

Dr Douglas Chamber-
lain, who led the team

making the report said -

‘Some 10 million people in
Britain are not getting
adequate cardiac care.
Cardiology in Britain has
not kept pace with other
countries. Most Euro-
pean countries have 10
times as many heart spe-
cialists as Britain, and
the United States has 0
times as many.’

@® The development of a '

revolutionary new drug
was announced last week
that dissolves bloodclots

and reduces the chance of

a recurrence of a heart
attack. If administered in
time, it could prevent pa-
tients from ever having
another one. It 1s so ex-
pensive that the chroni-
cally underfunded NHS
could never afford to pay
for it. (See page 5)

NUPE workers leaving rook hospital in south-est- London last Wednesday after discussing threats to jobs from private

tendering for these clinic-

]

G R R A P O TR I SN
I S b L SRR

) - _ -y = o

5 . . : : o T o g T T B i e
e n iz Y i L T L e T e, e L LA T o ey g o A Py ' o s e e rg 1= A
i g Ty " f A =R £ - L . L ST Sl T o R e i o z B iy B T e

o A, o S i e T = e g Rt ] Ny e gk S i L R B e Pty R s BT LA S T 3 T P

s s s - o e e A R - 3 i - = .-‘:_‘I:-‘ " = - PR S e s hal o e e e e Gy S R

- .
; v £ * J_,q\- KT,
& L =

WE are shocked to hear of the death, at 39, of Sri Lankan Trotskyist Keer!ﬁhi Balasuriya. Keerthi,
leader of the Revolutionary Communist League, section of the International Committee of the
Fourth International died after a heart attack while working at his desk.

Joining the Trotskyist movement at 17, Keerthi was a dedicated fighter for the iqtemational
working class, and made several contributions to Marxist writing on the problems of Sri Lanka and
similar countries. His defence of Tamil rights and his struggle for Marxism took place against the
repressive, chauvinist Jayawardene regime, the legacy of betrayal by the LSSP, and the

degeneration of the Healy-Banda leadership in the International Committee.

It was a great regret to us that the split engineered by US Workers League secretary David North
stopped the discussion we would have had with comrade Balasuriya, and the contribution he could
have made to rebuilding the Fourth International. Notwithstanding our recent differences, we
extend our condolences to Keerthi’s family, friends, and comrades in the RCL. -
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contractors. NUPE district secretary Peter Back told Workers Press that he expected private contractors to be in the hospital by the
year end. At the meeting he promised backing for any members taking a stand against management cut backs.

Thatcher’s aggressive
privatisation drive within
the NHS.

® In Birmingham 119
consultants from the five
health districts stated
that cancer patients’
lives were being put at
risk, pregnant women
‘were getting dangerously
low levels of care, and old
people were being thrown
out of hospital beds be-

cause of the government
created crisis. They have
formed an action group
for the rescue of the
health service and are en-
couraging other consul-
tants to do the same.

® The Iron Lady re-
solutely refuses to rule
out proposals to privatise
pathology services.
These are not ancillary
services such as cleaning
or catering which have
already been sabotaged
by privatisation,  but X-
ray, kidney dialysis and
pharmaceutical services.
The last will make the
drug companies happy,
and ensure that they con-
tinue to be one of the few

rising shares on the stock
exchange.

John Moore, Secretary
of State for Social Ser-
vices, has risen like a
giant refreshed from his
private hospital bed to
shoot off a request to
pathologists to advise on
which part of the services
it would be inadvisable to
privatise. Competitive

Dr Bernard Hayes of
Dudley Road Hospital
said ‘One of the corner-
stones of the NHS was to
give correct treatment at
'the time it was needed.
This we are now signally
failing to do for sections
of the population who
have no other choice.”

® Continuedonp.2

al services is widely seen

in the health service as
the next step in the
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‘'was trying to contain the blaze. -

THE hypocrisy of the British Tory knows no
bounds. The expressions of ‘shock’ by Foreign
Office minister David Mellor, on seeing the condi-
tions and repression in Israeli-occupied Gaza, are
no exception. It has been admitted at the Foreign

Office that Mellor’s performance was agreed in

advance. S |

- From Amritsar, in 1919, to Derry in 1972, the
bloody record of British armed repression is well
known. We may add Tonypandy, to remember that
bullets have also been the Tory answer to protest by
British workers. From the end of the First World

. War to the establishment of Israel in 1948, Palestine

was urder British rule. It was a chapter of brutality
and duplicity. It was Britain’s Balfour Declaration,
of November 1917, which promoted Zionism into

world politics and endorsed its claims on Palestine. |

British statesmen had various aims, from counter-
ing Bolshevism, to providing a camouflage for their

. sordid imperialist designs in the Middle East.

It was certainly not done out of any love for Jews. '
‘Balfour had brought in the 1903 Aliens Act specifi-
cally to stop Jewish refugees from Czarist Russia

coming to Britain. |

As for the Palestinian Arabs, the Declaration
referred to them merely as ‘existing non-Jewish

communities in Palestine’. They were the over-

whelming majority.

In a memorandum to the British government in
1919, Balfour acknowledged frankly: ¢ .. . In
Palestine we do not propose even to go through the
form of consulting the wishes of the present inhabi-

tants of the country . . . the four Great Powers are

committed to Zionism.’

" In 1936, the Arabs of Palestine began a general -

strike and resistance struggle against British rule
and Zionist colonisation. The British authorities
replied with bayonets, bullets, bombing .and the
hangman’s noose. )

After the Second World War, when the Zionists
launched their own struggle, the British Mandate

‘used similar brutality, though not to“the same

extent, against the Jewish population. There were

curfews, mass arrests, hangings, and that peculiar -

proclivity of the English public school-produced
officer class, floggings. |

An Israeli Labour Party leader has commente

-~ on Mellor’s performance in Gaza that ‘the British
‘mandate in Palestine is over’. But the Israeli
practice of demolishing homes and collective

punishment continues methods introduced by the
British. - |

The Zionist state retained intact the British
Defence (Emergency) Regulations of 1945, provid-

ing for military commanders to restrict move--
ments, close areas, ban meetings and publications,

and order detention. These powers are used against
the Palestinians. : o o

"We commented last week on the terrible condi-
tions in the Gaza refugee camps, and said they

might even have ‘shocked’ a Tory minister. We

must also observe that in London, the only reason

‘Tories are spared the upset of seeing people living
‘under cardboard boxes within a short walk of

Westminster, is that the Tory Westminster council
has evicted them. | ..

What is behind current Tory hypocrisy over

Palestine, or for that matter, the rare event of the
US government witholding its normal backing from

- the Zionists in the UN? Certainly not concern for

the Palestinians, any more than for other oppressed
people. | o

Martin Westwood (see page 12) suggests one
reason — the Thatcher government’s current in-
terest in attracting Arab capital. The bourgeoisie is
as full of anti-Arab racism as of antisemitism, but it

harbours no prejudice against large sums of

money, from whatever source!
While Thatcher was setting off to call on her loyal

Black houseboy Arap Moi in Kenya, and explain

why her government continues helping the racists
in South Africa. Douglas Hurd paid a trip to

Tanisia, to discuss ‘security matters’.

Like the neo-colonial stooges in Africa, the reac-
tionary Arab regimes have a part 1o play In
imperialist strategy. Jordan’s King Hussein has

" been arresting Palestinians. Egypt’s Mubarak, who

can neither liberate Gaza nor feed his people, has
promised troops for the Gult. |

The Tories fear that the flames lit in Gaza and the
West Bank could ignite dangerous social material

throughout the Middle East that would blow all

their plans sky high. Mellor, the visiting fireman,

_We intend to spread it to Britain. Real solidarity
with the Palestin@ans_i‘s_inseparable from the fight
to smash the Tories. T | I
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NEGOTIATIONS for the Ford pay claim finally
broke down on Friday 8 January with the Ford
management refusing to budge on their ‘final

offer’ of a six and a half per cent pay increase
tied to a three year deal and extensive job-.

cutting ‘strings’.

Mass meetings will be
held on 20 January after
which balloting will take
place with separate ballot
boxes for each union..

The EEPTU will hold a

postal ballot of its Ford
members. : |

Moves for an immediate
overtime ban were defeated

by right-wing union dele-

gates on the Ford National
Joint Negotiating Com-
mittee. ]

At the negotiations, Jim-
my Airlie (AEU) told man-
agement that the proposed
deal ‘sucks’ and that the
AEU would not sign a three

-year deal.

Since the be'gin‘ning of

negotiations Ford, the most

profitable car company in
the world, has taken a hard

line while union ieaders Air-

lie and Mick Murphy
(TGWU) have repeated that
they wanted a negotiated
settlement to avoid a strike..

" This conciliatory position

has only encouraged Fords

By a Ford
worker

to -hold out for their
punishing conditions.

The management team of
negotiators of previous
years has been replaced by
Hougham, who has a repre-
sentative of the American

arent company sitting at

is elbow obviously deter-
mined to repeat the three

year agreement signed with

the United Auto Workers _in

| the US last year.

At the talks on 8 January
Mick Murphy was reduced to
suggesting that on the
second and third year of a
three year deal Increases
should be three per cent

above the retail price index
i.e. acceptance of a three
-year agreement. |

Airlie, the target of much

derision because of his sign-

ing of the single union agree-
ment at Dundee, has sensed

that a strike may be un-
avoidable and has subse-
quently adopted a more mili-

tant posture.
Ford workers must be

warned that this is in order

for him to be in a better
position to sell out at a later
stage.

The more right wing union -

leaders in the plants, who

have up until now opposed
any action at all, including
the one-day - strikes, have
now been calling for a ‘war
of attrition’ of one day
strikes, rolling strikes and
‘chequer board’ tactics of
pulling out different plants

for short periods on different

dates — all in order to try to
head off an all out strike.

Uppermost in the minds of

these leaders, as well as the
- ghalf a million a week strike

pay they will have to pay out,
are the Tory government’s
anti-union laws gnd the fear

of legal action that will hit

the union’s funds.

Ford workers can expect
-their leaders to try to res-
‘trict pickets to six per gate

and to rule out ‘secondary’
picketing completely.

This is an important issue
for Fora workers. Ford’s
already import 40 per cent of
their cars sold in Britain, so
the question of picketing
ports bringing in Ford cars
will be a real one that-will
direct!y affect the impact of
a strike.

'Solidai*ity action by dock-
ers and drivers (also in the
TGW&U) will be vital.

Ford workers face the
same state attacks as did the
miners and the printers at
Wapping, a struggle that
their leaders are unprepared
for and unwilling to carry
through. . o '

Mobilise

New leaders must come
forward in the struggle and
the shopfloor workers must
mobilise to bring the union

organisation under their con-

trol.

Regular mass- meetings
and a democratically elected
strike committee must con-
trol the strike. Pickets must-
be volunteers irom  the
shopfloor, not limited and
controlled by convenors and -
officials. - -

The leaders’ fear of legal
attacks should not be
allowed to paralyse Ford

workers. In 1978 they played

a prominent role 1in
smashing Callaghan’s five

per cent pay limit. Ford

workers who have seen their
standard of living eroded

‘now join millions,including

the nurses who say: enough
is enough! -

® From Page 1 B
- Hayes went on to say ‘We

are talking about basi¢ work

for the general run of pa-
tients whom we increasingly
have to neglect.” Dr Elwyn
Elias a consultant at Queen
Elizabeth Hospital, where
146 beds are closed, said
‘Lack of money is preventing
doctors doing their job. Con-
sultants have been told to do
ten per cent less clinical
work than last year.”

~ Dr Elias said that one of
his fellow doctors had seen a
- 21-year-old man with cancer,

who would have had a 90 per

“cent chance of a cure if he
had been treated within 24

hours. ‘By the time he got
him into hospital, the pa-
tient’s chance of a cure was
less than 50 per cent. That
kind of thing is going on
routinely.’

Thatcher and her ghoulish
ministers have tried to side-
step the anger of the middle
class and the working class
over the deliberate destruc-

‘tion of the NHS, first by dol-
ing out a derisory amount of

money into a crumbling sys-
tem, and last week by
appearing to back down over
the nurses’ pay cut.

~ The ‘Morning Star’, under
the headline ‘Climbdown’,

hailed the government’s

~apparent backdown as a de-

cisive victory and a change
of heart by the Tories. This 1S
not the case. The deepening
economic crisis for Thatch-
er’s government drives them._

‘to destroy hard-won. condl-

tions of the working class.

- These attacks will not go-

away and it is a criminal
deception to say otherwise.

The NHS must be defended
by the whole of the working
class — doctors, nurses,
ancillary workers and work-
ers outside the health sevice
must unite to stop the cuts.
Such a movement will be oné
against the Tory govern-

‘ment and all those in the
working class movement

who cover up for it.

The drugs industry must
be nationalised without com-
pensation in order to provide
a cheap and plentiful supply
of  medicines to the health
service. |

EMLYN WILLIAMS, former. president of the
South Wales miners has come out and backed
Arthur Scargill in the election for the presidency
of the National Union of Mineworkers. |

" Many miners in South

‘Wales see this as a conde-

mnation of the actions of
the present South Wales
leaders who opposed
Scargill. |

The support from Williams
and from Owen Driscoll, the
former general secretary of
the Yorkshire area NUM,
was the first thing raised by
Scargill in a speech to over
300 miners at an election ral-

ly in Pontllanfraith Ist

Tuesday.

In an NUM election special
leaflet the two retired lead-
ers state: ‘We have known
and worked with Arthur
Scargill for over 20 years. At
all times he has shown un-
swerving loyalty and dedica-
tion to both Britian’s miners
and the working class 1n
general.

‘In the fo'rthcorni.ng, vital

election we urge all miners |
to support Arthur Scargill.’

Scargill came down firmly

~against nuclear power, six-
- day working, the scab UDM,

and the need for a strong
united fighting union to com-
bat British Coal’s attacks,
not a compliant union.

He threw down a challenge

- to the media to checkout In-

side information he has re-
ceived regarding pit clo-
sures and job losses of
approximately 32,000 miners
directly related to the intro-

- duction of six-day working.

~However there was no cri-
ticism in his speech of the
South Wales leaders’ stand

on these issues and his atti-

tude was less than forthright
as regards to industrial ac-
tion against the disciplinary
code, ~-commenting that he

and the national executive

outh Wales leader
acks Scargill

committe'e would abide by
the decision of the delegate

- conference in February.

It would appear, after the
attack Scargill made on new
realism at the S.0.Davies
memorial lecture in Merthyr
Tydfil just prior to the start

~ of his campaign, that for

perhaps tactical reasons, he
is now drawing back the
blade when the best thing
mmight be to give it a twist.

After the decision by a de-
legate conference on 11 De-
cember in which delegates
had no mandate, and which
opposed escalation of the

‘national overtime ban, the

leaders in South Wales have
called : ballot on Friday 15

‘January recommending a

‘no’ vote for escalation 1n ~t};e
hope it will discredit Scargill

prior to the ballot for pres-
1dency. -

Whatever the result the
ballot in the overtime ban
produces, miners in South
Wales will return a majority
for the leadership of Arthur

- 12,000 PROTEST GA
_REPRESSION_

LAST Saturday 12,000 people marched through Lonon
to protest against Clause 27 of the proposed Local
Government Bill. This clause, which attacks the
positive developments mounted by Labour councils on
lesbian and gay rights, is part of an offensive by the
ruling class emerging out of a period of unemploy-

ment and recession.

The introduction of clause
27, fully welcomed by
Labour frontbenchers, co-

incides with the church’s de-

nunciation of gays, and with
the introduction of the Alton
Bill on abortion.

" Labour’s ready collusion *

with Thatcher and the
bishops in attacking
homosexuality is identical
with the situation in Camden

where right. wing Labour
councillors are deporting Ir-
ish families. It is part of the
declared intention of many
Labour councils to reverse
all of their policies overnight
on equal opportunities for
blacks, women, gays. Irish
and the disabled. |

On Saturday the police
were obviously taken aback
by the size and determina-

Scargill. | -

tion of the demonstration. On
reaching Downing Street a
section broke through police
cordons and tried to take the
march to Thatcher's door-
step. For twenty minutes or

“so it seemed as if they would

succeed. When the police
eventually gained control
they used heavy-handed and
aggressive policing. Black
people in particular were
targetted. As people left the
rally the police picked off

-~ another 20 on top of the 20

already arrested. Other
arrests included at least two
men for Kkissing 'in pubiic,
and some for having offen-
sive weapons, ( banner
poles!). I
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NHS

FIRST THE good news. A new drug developed in
America is estimated to reduce deaths from
heart attacks by 40 per cent. It could save up to
10 per cent of the 160,000 people who die from
coronaries every year in Britain.

The drug, tissue plasminogen activator (TPA) works

by dissolving blood clots blocking the arteries to the
heart and lungs. A doctor involved with medical trials

being set up in Britain said ‘It is a drug which appears

not only to save lives, but to improve the quality of life
of those who survive an acute attack. The quality is
affected by how much functioning heart musecle is left
after an attack and this drug helps to maximise that.’
TPA is the first commercially successful drug pro-
duced through the revolutionary process of genetic

engineering. |

The bad news is that the
private company that makes

the drug is charging so much
“that the National Health Ser-

vice will not be able to afford
it. It was licensed in the USA
last November, and has
already made £28 million
profit for its manufacturers.
In America it cost £1,300 to
treat each patient.

If it is used to the same
extent in the UK it would

.cost the NHS £40 million a

year — a sum that the health
authorities will find it im-
possible to meet. A simple
equation exists now which
says that the onlv way
minimal pay increases for
the nurses and other health
service employees c¢an be
met 1s by closing beds. The
biggest item of expenditure

in the NHS is the bill from

the private drug manufac-
turers.

Dr. Michael Humphreys,
the company’s scientific
director, agreed that it was
expensive but said that de-

velopment costs of new

drugs were enormous and
that the company had had to
build a plant in West Ger-
many to make it.

Presumably private pa-
tients with unlimited funds.
will be able to take advan-
tage of this life-saver_ but for
the rest of us, life, or death.
will go on much the same.

It is an abomination that
12,000 people who could be
saved will be allowed to die
this year and every year
thereafter that the NHS is
deliberately underfunded.

soon run out.

It 1s equally abominable

“To all intents and purposes we are bankrupt’ he
said, warning that 150 jopbs would have to go.

“WORKERS

that in both Britain and

America private drug com-
pantes have been allowed to
assume a monopoly of
medical research, and re-
search naturally only on the

basis of what is most profit-
able. |

One such company was

only recently persuaded to
reluctantly release a drug
which prevents river blird-
ness, a disease which strikes
only in certain parts of Afri-
ca. They agreed to give it
away after hanging on to it
for years because they real-
ised eventually that the only
market was amongst people
who couldn’t possibly pay for
it.
The research into a compre-
hensive vaccine for mening-
1tis, the cause of many re-
cent deaths amongst chil-
dren, has been held up for
lack of state funding.

The private monopoly of

‘research has been acheived

vy the simple process of
starving universities and re-
search departments of cash
for decades.

The news from the stock
exchange 1s that while most
share prices are taking a
dive, the drug companies are
doing nicely tQank you very

much.

The creation of this heart
drug gives us a glimpse of
the immense possibilities for
medical research. This
potential is being deliberate-

~ ly suffocated at birth every

single day that the system of
private property is main-
tained.

MANCHESTER Reyal infirmary faces bankcrupt- |
cy and its worst ever crisis, the hospital’s general
manager Stewart Clapperton said last Wednesday.

Clapperton sent a letter to the hospital’s 2,500
staff warning that money to pay their wages may

.
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cut their wages.

They picketed the gate
of North Manchester
General Hospital
throughout the night and
held a demonstration
which was joined by
nurses from other hospit-
als and other unions.

Messages of support were
phoned in from nurses all
over the country, from Scot-
land to the South West.

The Striking nurses were
members of NUPE. A secret
ballot of all the 109 NUPE
night nurses at the hospital
resulted in a unanimous vote
for strike action.

leave the intensive care and
accident and emergency un-
its fully manned. Thirty
eight nurses went on strike.

Intact

NUPE area officer Dave

nurses throughout the coun-
try will follow suit if  the
government do not change
their minds and leave spe-
cial duty payments intact.

At the moment nurses re-
cieve 30% extra for working
Saturday and nights and 60

NIGHT NURSES in Manchester captured the
national headlines when they went on strike last
Thursday night over government proposals to

By a Manchester
- NUPE member

The nurses aranged to

Saunders warned that

per cent extra for Sundays
and bank holidays. They re-
cieve 60 per cent extra for
night hours on a Saturday
and 90 per cent extra for
night hours on a Sunday or
bank holiday

The government originally
proposed to replace these ex-
tra payments by an extra

£1.20 an hour. Under these

proposals a charge nurse or
sister who works nights
would lose £40 to £50 a week.
Under a mounting wave of
protest the Tories have for
the time being withdrawn
this proposal but it will un-
doubtedly be re-introduced
in another form. -

A newly qualified staff
nurse on the lower pay scale
of £3.73 an hour would lose 9p
for every hour worked on a
Saturday or weekday night
and £1.02 for every hour
worked on a Sunday, bank
holiday or Saturday night.
They would lose £2.13 an
hour for night hours worked

~ on a Sunday or bank holiday.

The government proposals

" to cut these payments are

being presented to the Pay

Review Body which meets
every summer to decide on
nurses pay rises. The gov-
ernment’s claim that the
money saved will be used to
give extra pay to nurses who

‘have completed special

training courses to work in
such areas as intensive care
and operating theatres.

" Agencies -

If these cuts were to go

‘through they will force

thousands more nursrs out of

the NHS — resulting in more
ward closures and an in-
creased use of nurses from
private nursing agencies.

Not only are the govern-
ment privatising hospital
catering, cleaning and laun-
dry services but thev would
probably like to privatise
nursing by giving nursing

agencies contracts to staff

whole wards or hospitals.

Blind to the reality that
these attacks in payments
are by a government intent
on destroying the NHS, the
Royal College of Nursing

"lcl al siri k_e hy i
nurses against
pay cuts

t

leaders criticised the strike
saying that the negotiations
over the special payments:

had still to take place and the
strike could have hindered

- them. However RCN mem-

bers who were not on duty
showed their support by join-
ing the pickets.

One of the strikers, State
Enrolled Nurse Karen
Brown told local papers;

‘I never thought I would do
this — and I wouldn’t have
done so for more money. But
what the government is
trying to do is cut our wages.
We are frightened what the
next step could be and are

tired of being trodden on. If
we 1l?s.e this battle some of us
wi

leave the

altogether.’

job

There is no doubt that
nurses thoughout the coun-
try would strike over this

“issue and defeat the govern-
-ment, so giving them the
- confidence to fight govern-

ment attacks on the Health
Service. Nurses should de-
mand strike ballots in their
own union branches over this
issue.

furniture store.

The site is well served by
motorways and roads and so
from TESCO's point of view
1t 1s ideal.

A publie inquiry into the
sell-off of the site has begun.

| Normally it would be up to
the council planning com- -

mittee whether planning
permission for such a de-
velopment is granted. But in
this case the Department of
the Environment has step-
ped in to override the council
and is holding the public in-
quiry to placate local opposi-
tion. o

The DoE has appointed the
chair of the inquiry who will
make a recommendation to
the minister Nicholas Rid-
ley, after listening to the ob-

(TESCOs and Clayform
Properties). Seven out of the
ten local authorities in Grea-
ter Manchester are object-
‘Ing to the development as
well as Prestwich Residents
Association, Bury South

Labour Party and Prestwich
Hospital NUPE.

Most of the objections are

effect the development will
have on local shopping cen-
tres. However Prestwich
NUPE object because it is
another case of the govern-

§  ment selling off public
b - assets.

A delegation of 20

at Pre

PRESTWICH HOSPITAL is a large psychiatric
hospital on the edge of Manchester. Government
policy is to close all large mental hospitals under
the guise of ‘community care’. No extra funds
. are being allocated to provide community men-
tal health services. As a result health authorities
are selling off hospital sites to raise cash.
Salford Health Authority want to sell the Prestwich

hospital site to TESCO and a property developer who
intend to set up a hypermarket, petrol station and DIY

jectors and the appellants

based on the detrimental

by a Manchester

NUPE member.

hospital workers from
NUPE went to the opening of
the inquiry to hand in their
letter of protest.

They say ‘The proposed
sell-off is entirely due to the
government’s policy of de-
liberately underfunding the
health service, thereby forc-
ing local health authorities
into desperate and danger-
ous acts to make money.

What the health authority is-

planning is ill-advised and
certainly not 1n the best in-
terests of patients and staff’.

‘I¥ this goes ahead we be-
lieve that some patients and
people who would have been
patients will end up on the
streets or 1In prison as
documented many times on
TV and 1n the newspapers.
Jobs will definitely be at
risk.’

The health authority say
that patients will have a bet-
ter quality of life once they
are resettled outside of the
hospital, which they de-

- scribe as a Vietorian Institu-

tion. With the £25 million
they will raise from the sell-
off they claim they will be
able to resettle all the long-
term patients. This soynds

humane on the surface.

However one study showed

that approximately 50 ‘per
cent of long term patients
want to stay in the hospital

— some have been there as

long as 40 years.

‘The buildings may be
Victorian but the patients
have a social life and friends
there and feel safer. Would
their quality of lfe be better
outside where they might ex-
perience loneliness, ridicule,
exploitation and poverty?

Many hospital staff are
sceptical how far £25 million
will go when the health au-
thority is already millions of
pounds in debt. To satisfy
TESCOs and Clayform the
site must be handed over
within three years which is a
short timetable for the reset-
tlement of 600 patients.

The hospital has been run-
ning a programme of rehabi-
litation and resettlement for
long-term patients for the
last 25 years and experience
has shown that it is a time-
consuming process which
cannot be rushed through.

However it is clear that the
government is not really
concerned with the welfare
of mentally-ill people. At one
time 1t suited the needs of
capitalism to confine the
mentally i1ll 1n 1solated in-
stitutions with a purely
custodial function.

But since the Second
World War there have been
changes. Staff in mentral
hospitals have won better
condifions and wages. Scan-
dals about conditions and ill
treatment in mental hospit-
als have tforced governments

~ Asset-strippers
stwich
hospital

to improve the facilities and
staffing levels. Hospitals are
no longer seen as purely
custodial, but as having a
therapeutic role. All this has
made such hospitals more
expensive {o run.

At the same time since the
war there has been a system
of welfare benefits providing
a subsistence level of income
for the surplus population
who are unemployed or un-
able to work. Before this ex-
1sted most families could not
support a mentally or physi-
cally disabled relative with-
out themselves being drag-
ged into destitution.

" Now that benefits exist it
has become a cheaper option
for the state to close mental .
hospitals and place the bur-
den of looking after the men-
tally ill back on families and
relatives. |

If they have no families
then there is a boom industry
In private rest homes and
hoarding homes where the
owners can eclaim £130 a
week from the DHSS for
each resident. The provision
of mental health services is
being privatised in this way.
Private mental hospitals are
being set up for those able to
pay for treatment. Mean-
while all large mental hos-
pitals in the country are
being closed as DHSS policy.
Community care is a sick

"~ Joke at the moment. health

authorities, already under-
funded, are being told to sell
off what they can to raise
{noney for community facili-
ies.
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Kilroy-Silk

attacks VMDC

VIRAJ MENDIS has now been in sanctuary in a

church for over a year.

His case was recently
‘the subject of a ‘Kilroy’
TV discussion prog-
ramme.

The only people presenter
Robert Kilroy-Silk could find
to oppose the Viraj Mendis
Defence Campaign were a
motley collection of racists
~and fanatics.

Their arguments were so
clearly based on pure pre-

judice that they discredited

themselives.

Following the programme,
Kilroy-Silk, the supposedly

impartial presenter, made
his own attack on the cam-
paign in an article In the
‘Times’.

Viraj’s fight against de-
portation has become even

more significant now that

the new Immigration Bill
comes into force this year.

The Bill effectively re-

moves the right of appeal
from people threatened with

deportation. -

They will not be able to.

appeal in Britain but only
after they have been de-
ported.

It is not explained how peo-
ple will be able to appeal
from countries they have
been forced to flee because

BY STUART CARTER

of persecution by the author-

ities. - -

People have used the right
of appeal in Britain to delay
their deportation orders, giv-
ing them time to build up a

‘defence campaign. Many
campaigns have been suc-

cessful. | |
We were always told tha

under British law you are
‘innocent until proven guilty,.
in theory anyway. But the
Immigration Bill completely

reverses this assumption.

Black people will be illegal
immigrants until they can

prove themselves innocent.

Former Labour MP Kil-
roy-Silk states his support
for racist Immigration
MP for
Knowsley North and proved
to be a right-wing careerist
who did nothing for the work-
ing class in his constituency.

When the constituency
Labour Party campaigned
" for his re-selection, he res-
~ igned, claiming that he had
been hounded out by ‘Mili-
tant’ supporters. He is still a

Laws. He was

Labour P_arty' member.

Ridley

runs amok

IF YOU have been thinking that when it all gets
too much for you living in the big city you will up
‘and build yourself a nice tee-pee in a nature
reserve, think again. Nicholas Ridley has got
there before you. His latest ‘scam’ is to privatise

the lot.

He began his career
by privatising the buses
as Transport Secretary,
and thereby succeeded 1n
increasing traffic on the
overloaded and failing
underground system Dby
50 per cent. This will add
immeasurably to the
death tolls in future tube
disasters, and also puts a
lot of people out of a job.

He is now happily engaged
in selling off the Water
Board, which must engender

some apprehension amongst
the wealer drinking poor.
This tizie he has surpassed
himself. iiix iatest good idea
is to sell off Britain’s 240
National Nature Reserves.

This cunning plan is a re-
sult of Ridley’s personal en-
thusiasm for flogging the na-
tion’s assets. Before he be-

came Secretary of State 18

" months ago officials had
asked the Nature Conservan-

BY BRONWEN HANDYSIDE

cy Council, which adminis-
ters the reserves, to carry

out a routine evaluation to .

ensure their list of what they
owned was up to date. Ridley
has turned this low key up-
dating into a drive for priva-
tisation. o

Wild life sanctuaries in
private ownership have been

extensively ravaged. More
than 200 areas designated

‘Sites ot Special Interest
were destroyed in 1987, 74

- more than in 1986.

If the present 240 sites are
sold off it could lead to Bri-
tain breaking several inter-
national treaties for the pro-
tection of wiidlife.

Conservationists feel sure
that the government wants
volountary bodies to take
over sites. Bodies such as the
Royal Society for the Protec-
tion of Birds could only
afford to buy and maintain
the reserves with the alloca-

~ tion of central government

VMDC'’s letter to

This is the text of a letter sent to ‘The Times’ by
the Viraj Mendis Defence Campaign in response
to an article by Robert Kilroy-Silk

ROBERT Kilroy-Silk’s
article in ‘The Times’ (9
December 1987) takes us
through a phoney logic
which concludes that the
police should take Vira]
Mendis out of his sanctu-
ary in Manchester,
thence to be deported to
Sri Lanka. The Vira]
Mendis Defence Cam-

_paign, described by him

as ‘spurious’ is writing 1o

refute his argument. We

believe that Mr Kilroy-

Silk has substituted poli-

tical prejudice for facts in

a dangerous and dishon-

est manner.

It is his arguments which
are spurious. Nothing better
illustrates this than the con-

trast between his introduc-

tion which accurately -de-
scribes Viraj Mendis as hav-
ing lived in a tiny sacristy in
a church for twelve months,
and his conclusion which de-
seribes this as a ‘privilege’.
Viraj Mendis has endured
the hardship of his year in
sanctuary — during which
time there have been numer-
ous fascist attacks on the
church — because it 1s recog-
nised that he will face
persecution if deported and
because he has lived all his

~ adult life in Britain.

Mr Kilroy-Silk describes
the argument concerning

| Viraj’s safety in Sri Lanka

as ‘irrelevant’, yet he de-
votes one quarter of his arti-
cle to arguing that there is no

threat to Viraj's life. He

states that ‘I don’t believe
that many if any Sri Lankans
have ever even heard of
him.” What are the facts?
Viraj’'s case has featured
widely in both the British

and international press, In-

cuding the mass media in Sri
Lanka (‘The Daily News’ and

“The Sun’). These articles

have frequently reported
Viraj’s support for the Tamil
struggle for self-
determination. He has
spoken at Tamil marches
and shared platforms with
Tamil organisations, includ-
ing the Tamil Tigers over a
period of five years. The
Home Office has never con-
tested this. Representatives
of the Foreign Ottfice
attended his initial hearing

before an adjudicator. Rep-

resentatives of the Sri Lank-

grants. ‘This would cost the

government more in the end

‘than if the status quo was
maintained.

Nigel Ajax Lewis Glamor-
ganshire Naturalists Trust

conservation officer said
‘With private or volountary
ownership, the public would

have to pay to see wildlife
and ‘if they will not pay

enough conservation will
suffer.” He added that con-

servancy council wardens
are of the opinion that the

review of reserves 1s a man-
oeuvre to channel more
funds t-, rich landowners fac-
ing agricultural cutbacks.

Breathe very deeply while
you’'re waiting for Ridley to

figure out how to privatise
the air.

four r th
reasons that organisations

- Tailor of taste

 goes for a Burton

AFTER more than 80 years, Burtons — the
~ ‘tailor of taste’ has stopped making suits.

The Burton Group’s
announcement reflects
‘the collapse of a large
part of the British clo-
thing industry and the
flight of capital out ot
manufacturing into the
City of London. |

Burton’s decision spot-
lights the severe decline of

union membership in the clo-
thing trades.

Norman Harding

In the post-war years un-
ion membership in the Leeds
clothing industry was more
than thirty thousand, orga-
nised in three branches —

with the Burtons mem-

bership playing a prominent
role in one of the branches.

Cutting rooms and the
rooms where the various

types of sewing machines

were used were as large, and

in some cases larger, than
football fields and were
sometimes on more than one
level.

This concéntration of
workers produced a large
layer of militants who were

not only active in their trade.

union, but also on a wider

- political arena. Many joined

the Communist Party in the
pre-war and postwar period.
From Burtons and the other
clothing

national brigade in Spain In
1936.

factories workers |
went to fight with the inter-

an High Commision attended
his judicial review. The so-

‘assurances’ of =g
Viraj’s safety from the High

called

Commission were received

unsolicited by the Home
Office in 1985. These ‘assur-

ances’ are in fact a state-
ment ‘that Viraj Mendis 1S

not wanted in Sri Lanka for

any criminal offence, some-
thing which is not in dispute.

" The Home Office readily

admits that the President

-~ and Security Minister in Sri

Lanka are familiar with
Viraj’s case. Finally, Viraj
was visited by two Sinhalese
men in August who

threatened the well-being of
his family in Sri Lanka if he

failed to publicly voice sup-
port for the Indo-Sri Lankan
‘Peace Accord’.

Heard

Many Sri Lankans have

heard of him, inciluding un-
doubtedly many of those re-
sonsible for the deaths of

15,000 civilians in the last
years. It is for these

such as Amnesty Interna-

tional, which have much bet-
ter information about Sri

Lanka than Mr Kilroy-Silk,

have stated the danger Viraj

Mendis faces if deported. Dr
Robert Bradnock, Chair ot
the Liberal Party Foreign
Affairs Commission, who v1-
sited Sri Lanka after the
Indo-Sri Lanka agreement
said: ‘In August I had the
opportunity to talk with a
man who has been very close
to President Jayewardene
over the last two years and

‘who has played a part in

negotiations with the Tamil
Tigers this year on the Presi-
dent’s behalf. He
approached me directly on
the queston of Viraj Mendis,
about whom he had heard,
and said that in his view it
would be highly dangerous

for Mt Mendis.to be returned

to Sri Lanka, particularly in
view of the publicity that his
case has now had in Britain
as well as Sri Lanka.’

Resting on these facts and

others, the Campaign has
won substantial broad sup-
port. There has been no ‘dup-
ing’ on our part since the
truth is on our side. Rather,
it is Kilroy-Silk whose poli-
tical prejudice against ‘the

; U nited campaig
torchlight proce

THE TREVOR MONERVILLE Campaign and
Justice for Tunay Campaign recently led a
torchlit procession in London. The March was
organised in alliance with the Police Committee
Support Units of Hackney and Haringey.

Focal points of the mili-
tant 700-strong demon-
stration were the noto-
rious East End police sta-
tions of Hackney, Stoke
Newington and Dalston,
designed to draw particu-

lar attention to the rac-

ism and thuggery of
Stoke Newington police.

The demonstration was

called to remember Trevor
Monerville’s ordeal one year
ago, Tunay Hassan’s death
on 25 June 1987, Colin
Roach’s death five years ago
and the deaths of Aseta
Simms (1971) and Michael
Ferreira (1978) whilst 1in
police custody.

A wide-range of organisa-
tions took part, including the
Union of Turkish Workers,
the Union of Turkish
Women, Campaign against

- Police Repression, the Union

of Medical Practitioners,
City Group AA and other
political organisations. Par-
ticularly noticeable was the
extraordinary amount of
media atiention, doubtless

PO Ly ———
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Viraj Mendis

Left’ is well known, who has
been duped by the Home
Office. This is particularly
disturbing when you consid-
er that the National Confer-
ence of the Labour Party, of
which, to our knowledge, he
is still a member, this year
carried an emergency re-
solution unanimously recog-
nising the danger Viraj faces
if deported and therefore
supported his right to stay.

Finally, Mr Kilroy-Silk
argues that Father John’s
stand will encourage every
‘eriminal and malcontent’ to
defy the law. In a Trecent
conference on sanctuary In
the Church of the Ascension
on 12th December 1987, Rev.
Kenneth Leach, Director of
the Runnymede Trust, drew
paraileis between the sanc-
tuary movement and reli-
gious opposition to the Nazis
in Germany. Hitler, like
Jayewardene, was, of course
‘democratically elected’ and
many church leaders were
prominent in the resistance
against fascism. Would Kil-
roy-Silk describe their stand
for human rights as en-
couraging ‘eriminals and
malconients’? We think that
Mr Kilroy-Silk’s article, with
its adviee to the police to
enter the sanctuary, will also
provide encouragement to
the real eriminals and mal-
contents’ in our society, 1.e..
the fascists who have consis-
tently responded to articles
such as this by physically
attacking the sanctuary.

\;f‘,::q n o n

especially over the inquest
“inte Colin’s death.
This theme was taken up
by Trevor Monerville’s
father. He said that the
police not only acted as if
{hey were the law, but acted
above it. But the police were
a minority and the people a
majority who had to marshal
all their forces against these
thugs. ;

Angela Lennox , speaking
on behalf of the anti-
deportation campaign, ex-
pressed her sympathies and
solidarity with the bereaved
families and urged people to
fight for maximum com-
munity participation in these -

- campailgns.

Called at short notice, the
very successful demonstra-
tion and rally ended with a
message of support from Pat
Wall,Bradford MP saying
that the Tories had created a
nightmare situation for
black workers which would

" not end until capitalism was
smashed.

Accuses

Mr Kilroy-Silk accuses the
Rector of the Church of the
Ascension, Father John
Methuen, of being ‘elitist’
and acting on his own.
Father John’s stand is sup-
ported by the Hulme and
Moss Side Christian Fel-
lowship, the Bishop of Man-
chester and thousands of
Christians - throughout Bri-
tain. Mr Kilroy-Silk’s stand
on the other hand is com-
pletely contradictory to that
of his entire party. Who 1is

e
Y

hoping for conflict between
the heavy police presence
and the demonstrators.

At the end of the demon-
stration a rally was held in
the pouring rain. Peter
Chalk, chairman of the Har-
ringey Police Committee
Support Unit demanded a
public inquiry and a ‘fair and
just’ inquest into the death of
Colin Roach. The support
unit was also demanding an
independent complaints
committee and a democrati-
cally elected police author-
ity, said Chalk. ~

Pauline Roach said that-

since the death of her
brother, no one had forgotten
and would continue to fight,

- Medieval Judges

ANOTHER SAVAGE old
Tory judge spoke out of the
Dark Ages last week. Of a 12
year old who had been raped
‘In other days yocu would
have said she was asking for.
trouble.” He said she was

foolish to go to the rapist’s
bedsit for a coffee. and that
the rape was not serious be-
cause the youth had not used
violence, ‘only’ his greater
strength.




continues

OVER two hundred ACTT members at TV-am have
been locked out since 23rd November 1987. This
followed a one day strike by Union members In
defence of their terms of employment. *

The’ management have
now outlined a number of
conditions which they re-
“quire the union to cencede as
a precondition for ending the
lock-out. These non-

negotiable points call for the

union to accept roster
changes across the board;
the unlimited use of contract

staff and facilities; the aban-

doning of involvement in TV-
am news coverage gverseas;
unmanned studios; a redue-
tion in TV-am produced
programmes and a fifteen
percent reduction in annual
leave. s

Relinquish

Management also demand
that the union relinquish
rights to negotiate the
allocation of work or staff
and renounce indusirial ac-

tion on these i1ssues. In re-
turn the company will re-
duce staff hy means of volun-
tary redundancy to an un-
specified level.

This ten point uitimatum
so outraged Union members
that the entire document was
rejected by a 97 per cent vote
at a Decmber shop meeting.

- The members remain de-
fiant and are currently on

the picket line 24 hours a
day. o

TV-am’s television output
has been reduced to reruns
of old ‘Batman’ and ‘Happy

-Days’ programmes and the

company is clearly violating
its charter which demands a

- particular level of news

coverage. What news there
is has to come from Austra-
lia and the USA.
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work

BUS workers’ representative, Steve Warwick, Aged
32, was sacked by Devon General in December be-
cause he was an active member of the NUR.

On 8 January his case went

to an industrial tribunal. At
the tribunal the emplovers
made it clear that they threw
him out because he had been
an active trade. unionist in
Liverpool where he worked
for the city council.

While working as a pest
~control officer in Liverpool,
Warwick held a2 number of
important posts in the
General Municipal and
Bollermakers’ Union.

The tribunal heard that no-
body could find any evidence

of him acting improperly. it

also heard that he lett Liver-
pool with a good reference
from his employer.

The chairman and manag-
ing director of Devon Gener-
al, Mr Harry Blundred, was
forced to admit that War-
wick’s work was satisfac-
tory. Blundred even admit-
ted . to the tribunal that he

- had ‘an almeost irrational

BY GEORGE SMITH

prejudice’ concerning Liver-
pool workers. -

- The tribunal hold that
Warwick was wrongfully dis-
missed and that he should be
reinstated by a majority of
three to nil. It rejected Blun-
dred’s argument that he was
solely concerned with War-
wick’s past activity.

Blundred was forced to
admit that he wanted to stop
Warwick’s future trade un-
ion activity. Such is the em-
ployer’s determination to
break trade union organisa-
tion 1n Devon General that
Blundred greeted the deci-

sion by saying that Warwick

must stay sacked.

The 1ssue before Exeter
busworkers is to fight for
Steve Warwick’s job, not to
reduce the i1ssue to one of
compensation.

Fourtl

1 attempt

ttiexpel

AT ITS generai committee meeting on Friday 8

January Exeter Labour Party decided to en-

dorse an executive committee recommendation
that persons he appointed to ‘investigate the
alleged unconstitutional behaviour of comrade P

Bowing’.,

The proposal came
from the NUR tirade un-
ion branch of which city
counclil leader {(hester
Long is a prominent
member. The alleged ‘un-
constituiional behaviour’
concerns a leiter which
Bowing wrote in the
‘Flying Post’, D=cember
1987, which was eriiieal of
the leadership ©f Exeler
Labour Party.

This is the third ticas in

four years that the executive
committee has attempted to
expel Bowing. T
attempt in 1985 led to the

The last

Labour Party having to pay
several thousand pounds in

legal costs when a successful

injunction was taken out
against the party.

Long has been involved in
all three expulsion attempts.
At a general committee over
the summer he said publicly
that he would sell his house

to get him (Bowing) out of the
party. .

~and motion

Huge r
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THE Inner London Education Authority (ILEA)
has distributed a document to all the unions

involved in education proposing compulsory re-
dundancies for 9,000 of its staff, amongst them

2,500 teachers.

With an estimated 1n-
crease of 50,000 in pupil
rolls for the 1990s, and
extra teachers required
to implement the Tory

~‘national curriculum’. the

educational system 1s
approaching a point of
complete breakdown.

The Labour leadership -

in ILEA under Neil
Fletcher had previously
proposed a repeat of the
redeployment exercise ot
last year which created

such bitterness among -

ILEA teachers. Thev now
propose compulsory re-
dundancies as part of a 15
per cent cut i1n thelr
budget.

In some schools NUPLE
members responsible for
cleaning schools are
already engaged in time
studies 1n
order to compete with
private contractors. They
face a 50 per cent cut in
wages and are ex-
pected to complete the
work in half the time.

ILEA have also given
heads in schools the pow-

er to suspend teachers

without pay should they
be found in breach of con-
tract. They have already
deducted pay from
teachers in some schools
for refusing to cover for

“absent colleagues, for re-

fusing to attend certain

meetings outside of
| teaching time, or even for

leaving a meeting 10 mi-
nutes before the end.
Some teachers have lost
pay for failing to com-
plete pupil reports on
time because of pressure

of work.
ILEA and other

Labour-controlled au-
thorities have shown no
interest In any mass
mobilisation to defend
education and other ser-
vices in the face of the
Tory drive for privatisa-
tion. Instead they are
turning on their own
workforce and on the
community to implement
massive cuts on behalf of
the Torv government.

In the London Borough
of Haringev a cuts budget
was eventually debated
bv ILEA in a locked room
in the face of lobbying by
the community and em-

~plovees against such

proposals.
After agreeing to cover

for absent colleagues the

NUT faced a cut 1n 30
supply statt who had pre-
viously carried out cover
duties. Existing vacan-
cies are not being filled in
schools in the borough.
Secondary school staff
are cut bv 10 posts. and
primary school staff by
one. \urseryv provision
may disappear
altogether.

In Manchester-a £20
million cut has been prop-
osed which includes 1.000
teachers and lecturers.
As part of a turther £11.3
million cut in Manches-

“ter's education budget,

the school meals provi-
sion 1s not merely
threatened with priva-
tisation but with aboli-
tion. -

The same situation is
being repeated in other
parts of the country in the
absence of any fightback
by these labour author-
it1es.

‘ciation (ELTA)

Anv campalgns orga-
nised either against the
cuts in education or on
the opting out proposals
have emerzed despite the
capitulation oI tne
treacherous .eaders :rn
the Labour part.. 'ne

education unions enc "ne
TUC. |

The campalzn i3t o€
developed and widerea o
include all those in “rne
community. in their trade
unions and among wWoIr.en
and youth to take on tne

attacks by the state and

“to throw out all those
leaders who refuse 10

fight.

A lobby of Tower Ham-
lets borough council has
been proposed for the 27

January at 6pm, to pro-

test the proposals by the

'Liberal majority to opt

out of ILEA control and to
set up seven ‘neighbour-
hood committees’ instead
to run schools in the area.

The call was made by
the Parents Action Group

in Education (PAGE) 1n

Tower Hamlets, which
was set up by a number of
parent governors in ILEA
schools. At a meeting
attended by 50 trade un-
ionists, Tower Hamlets
trades council agreed tc
back the call to defend
state education and East
London Teachers Asso-

agreed to campaign o
make the lobby a success.

One hundred of those

governors who have met
have opposed the propos-
al and parents have ob-
jected to the refusal of the
Liberal controlled council
to consult them. Baker
says that if eight

million over the first two
vears to Tower Hamlets
councl: should thev agree
to opt out. After that runs
out thev “will be on their

COWITL

~Parents will then be
forced to contribute to the
cost of books and other
resources previously co-
vered hv the richer
borouzns. The govern-
ment 13 paving £2.500 for
1» davs work to its own
advisor to convince the
Libera.s to opt out. Under
government legislation
which comes into force
this- vear. boroughs will
be ziven untul February
163% to decide.

Onlv afterthat will
objections be noted. Pa-
rents have only one
month March 1929 In
which to object — after
which the councillors are
under no obligation to
take anv notice of them at
all. |

(£)

sponsibilities are due to
be transtferred to those

boroughs who agree to.

opt out and individual
governing bodies are

‘empowered to make

have

boroughs agree to opt out

of ILEA the remaining
five will be forced to tol-
low. He has ofiered £100

budgets for schools 1n
their area. Individual tax
pavers will pay £639 a
vear each after register-
ing for the poll tax. This is
the third highest figure in
the country. exceeded
only by Hackney and
Camden. Part of this will
go towards the cost of
maintaining schools In
the area.

Not only is the working
class faced with huge
cuts 1n education, but it 1s
also being forced to pay
every last penny it has
towards an educational
system in which ‘parental
choice’ will be a privilege
enjoved onlv by the
wealthy. |
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A homeless woman was found dead in an alley
“behind Chicago police headquarters. In Detroit,
a young man froze to death in the car park
behind a church, where he had wandered after
being turned out of his lodgings.

Nearly 30 people died
as sub-zero temperatures
took their toll of Amer-
ica’s homeless in the first
week of January.
Thousands suffered frost-
bite and hypothermia.

In Chicago, homeless peo-
ple demanded the city’s
housing authority open its
vacant apartments. Seven
- people who had entered an
empty flat on the Henry
Homer project "vere evicted
by security guards.

‘People are dying on the
streets. I'd rather be in jail
than freezing to death on the
street,’ said Otis Thomas, of
the Chicago-Gary Area Un-
ion of the Homeless.

In Oakland, California, 17
people were arrested when
police waded into a group of
200 homeless who were tak-
ing over emnpty homes In

the city’'s Preservation
Park.

Organisations helping
homeless people in the Un-

ited States say there are now

~ three million of them, a 25

per cent increase within a
year, and ten times the
Reagan administration’s
official figures.

At least a third of these are
families with young chil-
dren. In New York citv,
there are 20,000 homeless
children. Nearly a quarter of
the homeless are working,
but so low paid they cannot
afford a roof over their head.

As the cold spell drove
both homeless and people
from unheated sub-standaid
apartments to seek

emergency shelter, hostels

were finding 1t dlfflcult to
cope..

At Detroit’s Salvation
Army shelter, an official
said two thirds of the beds
were occupied by children.

‘In my 32 years in the
Salvation Army I've seen the
type of people change who
are seeking shelter,” said
Major Londa Bord. ‘It used
to be the transient, a hobo-

type, who would go from
city-to-city. Now it is an en-
tirely different picture.

‘We have families, young,
30 and under. We have small
children, children under 12,
and teenagers. We have
complete families, single
women with children, and
this year we had four men
with chlldren

Jobs,

I’ve seen it happen in all
the states where I've work-
ed: Michigan, Illinois, Iowa,

- 1980,°

&
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HOMELESS FREE.
TO DEATH IN U.S.

 and Missouri. It’s the loss of

jobs and other factors that
does it.’

In Chicago, until about ten
years ago the majority of

homeless were male alcoho-

lics over 50. Now nearly 45

per cent of the homeless are

workers classified as ‘econo-
mically disabled’ — that is,
they've lost their jobs.

‘I was making good money
until the layoffs came in
sald ex-steelworker
Henry" Raymond.
never been able to find a job
that paid that well, and from
then on it was downhill. To

‘I have

" homeless.

‘This system does everything to demean and
i demoralise you. They want us to think it’s us who
have failed, but it’s the system that has failed.
America is supposed to be the richest country in
the world, but I think the old saying is true — the
rich get richer and the poor get poorer.

‘It doesn’t make a damn bit of difference if it’s
Democrats or Republicans running things. What
kind of system is this that puts thousands on the
street to freeze to death?’

Henry Raymond, laid off from Chicago’s South
Works USX steel mill, and now one of the city’s

make a long story short, I
went from having a famlly,
nice house and plans for the
future, to living in shelters
for the homeless.’

Elsie Armstrong stays at a
women’s hostel in a con-
verted fire-station. ‘I have
arthritis in my right leg and
I’'m unable to work. I'm from
Detroit where I used to pack
brake shoes, then 1 worked
in a laundry for 20 years.

Live

‘You can’t find a place to
live on $151 a month General
Assistance. I know people
who have to sell their food
stamps just to pay the rent.

- People need jobs. And there

should be more places like
this. You can’t hang around
public places without bus or
train tickets.” =

There are about 20,000
homeless in Chicago, but the
various homeless shelters
only have about 2,400 beds.

And in 1983, the city council

passed a law forbidding
overnight shelters to stay
open more than 12 hours a
day. So even those fortunate
enough to have a bed are put
out on the streets in freezing
weather in the morning.
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SOVIET troops could
begin withdrawing
from Afghanistan on 1
May this year, accord-
ing to ‘Pravda’.

The Soviet paper said
an Afghan-Pakistani an
agreement by 1 March
would aliow Pakistan two

months to close guerrilla
bases on 1its territory.

| Withdrawal as a May Day

present for the Soviet people
would »nhoost Gorbachev’s
popularity at home and
abroad. |
Receni fierce fighting in
large-scale operations can
be seen as -a last attempt by

~each side to gain vital

ground bpefore any settle-

ment.

US urdersecretary of state
Michae! Armacost, visiting
Pakistan a week ago assured
guerriiia leaders he met that
the US would not abandon
them.

Soviet Foreign Minister
Shevardnaze said in Kabul
the same day that the Soviet
Unton i'mped to withdraw its
troops this year. According
to ‘Pravda’, they are opti-

-mistic the US will guarantee

an Afghan-Pakistan agree-
ment.

Pennsylvania

oil slick

disaster -

A HUGE vil slick heading down Pennsylvania’s

Monongahela river could leave three-quarters of

a million people without drinking water, and
may take a month to clear up.

Over a million gallons
of diesel oil were spilt into
the river when an 80-foot
storage tank belonging to
the Ashland Oil Company
burst, on Saturday, 2

‘January, as it was .being
filled.

By the Tuesday, more than
16, 000 residents of Robinson
and North Fayette Districts
were without water. The
West Penn Water Company,
which serves 750,000 resi-
dents in communities west
and south of Pittsburgh had
to close its pumps.

Thousands of people had to
be evacuated from their
homes near the Ashland
Company’s plant when the
spillage ocecurred, as petrol
from a damaged pipeline
‘was also leaking into the riv-
er, and there were fears of
an explosion.

The slick spread a six-inch
layer of diesel o1l stretching
over 30 miles downstream.
Officials of the Environmen-
tal Protection Agtncy said it

had spread so rapidly it was
difficult to catch up. They
had no idea how long it would

take to clear up.

Pittsburgh was not
affected by the water con-
tamination, as it gets its wa-
ter from the Allegheny,
which joins the Monongahela
to form the Ohio river.
However, there is a danger
that Wheelmg West Virgi-
nia, and Cincinnati, Ohio
could be affected.

The USX Cilairton steel
works had to lay off some
workers because barge traf-
fic was halted, and other
firms laid oft staff because
of the water shortage. Hos-
pitals and schools were

affected too.

- Fire department officials
for the Jefferson Township
area said they had no record
of the Ashland Oil Company

having received permission
to locate its oil tanks there

two months ago.

Nearly 80 per cent of
-the haemophiliacs in Rio
De Janeiro, where he
lived, are believed to
have the aids virus as a
result of blood transfu-
slons.

Rio health secretary Ser-
gio Arouca has blamed the
unregulated private blood
trade. ‘It 1s carried out by
human vampires collecting
blood from people without
the minimum conditions of
hygiene, without tests, and
often in exchange for
money.’ |

Henfil, as the 43-year old
cartoonist was known, was
highly-regarded for his sa-
tires on the former military
regime, and on social 1injus-
tice. Political leaders, trade
unionists, and artists
attended the funeral.

‘Henfll was murdered, just
as I and other haemophiliacs
who have contracted aids

SIX thousand Porsche
car workers in West Ger-
many have gone on short-
time, and Daimler-Benz
have reported a 9 per cent
drop in 1987 US sales,
their main export mar-
ket. The falling dollar and
US stocks crash could hit
- both firms further.

Workers at Krupp’'s

Rheinhausen steel works
are continuing “to fight
closure. Economics
Minister Martin Bange-
mann said last week that
30,000 jobs must be shed
in the steel industry.

News Briefs

J

The Tory government has
offered to train and equip
Tunisian security forces.
During a three-day visit
to Tunis. Home Secretary
Douglas Hurd discussed
joint aection against ‘ter-
rorism’ with President
Abidine Ben Al.

Although details were
kept secret, it is under-
stood that Libya’s inter-
national policies were
discussed, and that Tuni-
sian leaders asked Hurd
to act against Tunisian
political dissidents in Bri-
tam

during blood transfusions
- will be Kkilled, ' said his
- brother. a musician. also
suffering from the diseacse.
who was brouzght from hos-
pital 1n a wheeicha:r

‘ampire
victim?

THE death from AIDS of 'popular Brazilian
cartoonist Henrique de Souza Filho, a haemophi-
liac, has sparked off a camapaign for state

control of the country’s blood banks.
‘It was the government

that killed him,” said his
other brother, sociologist
Herbert de Souza. ‘If the
olitical will existed, the
lood banks could be control-

led. A government that

builds nuclear power sta-
tions but leaves its people to
die has something wrong
with it and has to be radical-
ly changed.’

Health officials in Rio say
there are about 160 private
blood banks registered in the
city, but many clandestine
ones. Chagas disease, which
1s spread by mosquitos In
rural areas, and causes
neart degeneration, has been
transmitted to 20,000 people
via blood transfusions.

Many bloodbanks get their
blood from beggars throng-
ing the streets, in exchange
for a bowl of soup. They use

~dirty syringes and have poor |

storage facilities.

‘Near Henfil’s grave a
group of hospital workers
held up a banner saying:
‘Henfil cannot die in vain.
Blood must be state-
controlled. The blood trade

kills. Blood is not merchan-

dise.’

US court has heard from a
- former maintenance worker

-emploved by the American

Tobacco Co. that toxic
DDVP pesticides were
routinelv spraved on raw

‘tobacco and finished

- cigarettes during production
. of Pall Mall brand.

The jury. hearing a law-

' suit by a woman whose hus-

band died of lung cancer.

was also shown company

memos saying the level of
DDVP in Pall Mall was over
four times the legal max-

- Imum
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‘This will sound awful,
but you have to under-
stand that a million peo-
ple isn’t a market that’s
exciting. Sure it’s grow-
ing, but it’s not an asthma
or a
arthritis.’

® A vice-president of

Hoffman-LaRoche, ex-
plaining why the phar-
maceutical giant was not
making a priority of re-
searching an AIDS drug.

rheumatoid
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FOR HAITI

THREE Canadian warships and a battalion of
infantry are in the Caribbean, ready to intervene
in Haiti, where elections which many people see
as llkely to be rigged are due on Sunday, 17

January.

The warships — two
helicopter-carrying des-
troyers and a supply ship

ostensibly to take part in
an exercise of Puerto
Rico with the US Navy.

Secrecy about the mission

- was broken when sailors told

reporters they had suddenly
been recalled from New
Year leave, told they were

going to Haitl, and ordered

to load the supply shlp Pre-
server. -

Canadian official sources
then said there was a plan to

rescue Canadians and other

foreigners if Haiti’s elections

this Sunday turned ipnto a

bloodbath again.
It was also reported that

140 soldiers from a crack

French-speaking infantry
regiment. the Royal 22nd.,
were belng sent to the US

- Navy base on Puerto Rico.

[Last November, right-
wing thugs seen as a con-
tinuation of dictator ‘Baby:
Doc¢’ Duvalier’s hated Ton-
ton Macoutes caused havoc
in the lead up to the election,
and massacred voters in

- polling stations on the day.

People In the working
class slums who had fought
back against the Tontons
were 1n no doubt that the
Haitian army was complicit
in'the right-wing terror. Sus-
pecting Reagan’s CIA of
being implicated. people
were cynical about US ex-

| pressions of concern.

arrived last week,

T’hls weekend’s election,
organised by a milltary-

- pickea electoral commis-

sion, are being boycotted by
four major candidates be-

- cause the ballot will not be
- secret, observers are barred

from polling stations, and
parties must distribute their
own ballot papers.

General Namphy's regime
has threatened to jail anyone
wno advecates a boycott. In

a late attempt to make its
election icok more credible it
hhas barned known Duvalier
associates from standing.

A meeting of Caribbean
governments earlier this
monti - was persuaded by
Washington to drop a call to
Genera! Namphy to post-
pone the elect:ons Leaders
like Jamaica’s Edward Sea-
ga fear that if the military

fails i1c establish stability,

Haiti’s masses could revolt
and produce a left-wing
regune

Jonn Usborne, Governor of
the Brdish colony of Mont-
serrat, mm the Leeward Is-
lands. said on 10 January
that the United States should
interveize in Haiti as it had in
Grenz:da, He said a US
‘pesce-keeping’ force was
necessary to ensure ‘demo-
cracy’.

H.ﬁhmﬂ opposxtlon leaders
have siressed they do not -
wani 15 intervention. Brit-
1ISh and West German ships
are pamifzipating in the two-
weel NATO manoeuvres in
the &..ﬁ;hbean along with
th" US Navy and the Cana-

- dians,
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EGYPT’S President Hos .A
ised military aid to Gulf Arab states in a
confrontation with Iran.
talks last week with US
Riyadh, the Saudi capital.

‘Mubarak’s tour of Gulf
- states marks their res-
toration of relations with
-Egypt after a nine-year
break because of his pre-
decessor Sadat’s treaty
with Israel,

Iran’s successes in the

Gulf war with Iraq have

been a major factor in per-
suading Arab states to
accept Egypt back in the
fold. The Kgyptian govern-
ment already sells an esti-
mated $1 hillion worth of
arms a year to the Iraqi

~regime, once amang its fier-

cest critices,

Mubarak’'s first stop was
for talks with US Defence
Secretary Frank Carlueci
and Saudi Arabia’'s King
Fahd. They discussed the US
Naval presence in the Gulf,
and Mubarak told Fahd his
regime was prepared to im-
plement a 1950 joint Arab
defence pact. |

Egypt has one of the

largest armies in the Arab

world, with an experienced

officer cadre, and a growing
arms Industry. |

Mubarak
have raised with Carlucci a
proposal that US-designed
weapons could be assembled
In Egypt for marketing to
pro-US regimes in the Mid-

dle East. They also discus-

As Tories arm Indonesian di

INDONESI
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Thatcher and Suharto
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INDONESIA’S armed fo
Murdani, who admitted last week that his forces

is believed to

ni Mubarak has prom-

He made the pledge in
and Saudi officials in

sed US use of military facili-
ties In Egypt as a staging
post, in the event of war with
Iran.

The Egyptian leader
would not say afterwards
whether Egypt was already
involved in installing a mis-
sile defence system in
Kuwait. He dismissed press
reports that in return for
military assistance, Gulf
states might help pay
Egbypt‘s $4.5 billion military
debt to the United States.

Unrest

Nevertheless, it has been

estimated that the Gulf il
states  might have already

" provided up to $1,000 million
1n aid to Egypt last year, and

Mubarak badly needs more.
The threat of Iranian attack

to the Gulf states is far less

real than the threat of social
unrest in Egypt.

Big US aid since 1979, part

of the deal for the treaty with

Israel, has benefitted Amer-

ican and Egyptian capital-

1sts rather than the masses.
Egdyptla‘n government is
under pressure from the In-
ternational Monetary Fund

(IMF) to curb inflation by
cutting subsidies, a commit-

rces commander Benny

have still not subdued the guerrillas in East
Timeor, has alse been caught interfering in the
politics of neighbouring Papua-New Guinea.

Papua-New Guinea’s
former army commander
Ted Diro, who quit the
military to enter politics
and became Foreign
Minister, has admitted to
receiving a secret
$139,400 contribution
from Murdani for his
election expenses.

The former commander

has also warned that Papua-
New Guinea could face a

- military -coup like that in

Fiji. o |

-Diro, appearing before a
commission of inquiry in
Port Moresby on corruption
charges dating from when he
was minister for forestry,

said the Indonesian money

had been intended to ensure
Papua-New Guinea re-
mained ‘a capitalist and pro-
western couniry.’ .

'The evidence of Indone-

sian interference in a Com-
monwealth country comes at

a time when the British Tory
government has been streng-

thening trade and arms links
“with the Indonesian dicta-
torship..

Margaret Thatcher, visit-
ing Jakarta twé¢ years ago,
remarked ‘Britain has not
paid enough attention to In-
donesia.” Under thé Aid and
Trade Provision, over §£22
milhion of British taxpayers’
money was poured in from
1985-6, to persuade the In-

ment it had to make to have
its foreign debts resche-
duled.

The result is a huge in-
crease in the cost of living.
Millions are already on the

breadline, and now the mid-

dle class is also starting to

feel the pinch. |

In January, 1977, when
IMF-imposed policies
brought big food price rises,
thousands of Egyptian work-
ers went on strike, and there
were mass riots in which the

-Eoor fought police and

urned the clubs of the rich,
In 1986,

forces mutinied over low
pay. Recently, the rumour of

a fresh round of price in-
C_retases brought talk of more
riots,

The eruption of mass re-

“volt in occupied Palestine

has put a fresh spark to un-
rest in Egypt. In recent
weeks, police arrested about
30 people and broke up de-

monstrations by students

and Islamic activists pro-
testing Israeli repression of
Palestinians, and Egypt’s
ties with Israel.

Mubarak has had to criti-
cise the Israeli repression,
but resisted PLO demands
that he sever rclations.
Fears that his regime could

be discredited, just when it
faces explosive unrest from

the Egyptian masses, may
have motivated the hypocri-
tical attempts by his US and
British imperialist friends to

take their distance from the
“Israeli repression., »

5

_donesian diectators to ‘buy

British’.

® Tory Under-Secretary of
State for Defence procare-
ment Timothy Raison and
Qverseas Development
Minisier Christopher Patten

. visited Indonesia 11 Q¢tober

last year. Patten announced

. there would be regular meet-

ings between senior British
and Indonesian otficials to
idgntify projects for British
aid. -

Two weeks later, Rolls

Royce executive director
Ralph Robins signed a tech-

‘nical co-operation agree-
-ment with the Indonesian
military aviation company

IPTN. |

@® British Aerospace has
been supplying Rapier mis-
siles to the Indonesian

forces, and announced a con-

tract last year for a military
control system. It is hoping
the Rolls agreement will
help it win a deal to sell its
Hawk 200 sub-sonic fighter,
which has a Rolls engine.

® Both Vickers and Alvis
are bidding to su%ply light
tanks to the Indonesian
army. Two Indonesian rear-
admirals were at Port-
smouth for the Royal Navy
Equipment Exhibition in
September, and another
high-powered delegation is
expected for the British
Army Equipment Exhibition

at Aldershot in June.

When Thatcher visited dic-

tator Suharto her only excur-

sion from Jakarta was to see
the IPTN plant. British
Aerospace had already got

‘tions.

986, poverty-stricken
- conseripts in the security '
-solution.

INTERNATIONAL NEWS

Palestinia

i hR 2 .

Worker

As more Israeli troops were sent into the occu-
pied Gaza Strip last week, and the death toll
from their repression mounted, Palestinian lead-
ers were considering whether to proclaim the

formation of a government in exile.

The Palestine Libera-

tion Organisation (PLO)
has -urged Arab states,

including Egypt, to take
action over the Israeli
repression and deporta-
PLO chairman
Yasser Arafat reiterated
that only the creation of
an independant Palesti-
nian state could bring a

.Israeli troops opened fire
on people coming from Fri-
day prayers in Bureij re-
fugee camp, in Gaza, killing
one man and wounding
others. Curfews were im-
posed on five refugee camps
over the weekend. |

A curfew was imposed in
Ramallah, on the West
Bank, after troops used tear
gas and rubber bhullets to
break up demonstrations.
Police also attacked demon-
strators in East Jerusalem,
arresting twenty people, and
beating some of them.

Although tlic yeuth in Qaza
and the West Bank have only
had stones and burning-tyre
barricades against the
Israeli army, Yasser Arafat
has warned that the PLO
command may reverse a
previous decision not to use
firearms in the civil insur-
rection. |

7

its missile deal. As one paper
commented:

‘With commercial prizes

like these, there will be little

likelihood that Mrs.Thatcher
will be making strong repre-
sentations over Indonesia’s
invasion of East Timor or

tnc hitter resistance struggle

that has beéii Waged since

then.’ (Guardian 10 April

1985).

Besides East Timor, the
Indonesian military has had
a struggle to control West

Papua, or Irian Jaya as they -

call it, where the OPM has
waged a guerrilla struggle
for indeperdence. By 1984,
more than 12,000 refugees

had fled Indonesian repris-

als, into Papua-New Guinea.
Pursuit

Indonesian troops and
‘planes crossed the border in
anti-guerrilla pursuit, and
pressure was put on the Pa-
puan government to hand re-
fugees back.

In March last year, Ted
Diro went as Papuan Fore-
1gn Minister to Jakarta to

'sign a Treaty of Friendship
and Co-operation with In-

donesia. He has told the com-
mission in Port Moresby that
this was when he
approached General Murda-
ni for help. The general
agreed to provide money

’from a construction firm in
- which he has interests.

The money was sent in a

diplomatic bag. via the In-
donesian military attache in

-~
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PLO an -_.atii fa’t

Y.

At a rally in Kuwait. Ara-
fat said the PLO must carr
on the struggle. ‘The chil-

~dren hurling stones in the
Jecupied Territories and the

RPG kids in the Lebanon
camps are the generation
that will achieve victory.’

Although at present it was
only stones, ‘each time has
its weapons and we are
ready to use them at the time
and place of our choosing.’

Referring to an agreement
which Israeli Foreign Minis-
ter Peres said he received in
London, drawn up by the
United States and endorsed

by Jordan’'s King Hussein.

Arafat said neither Israel,
the United Siates, or Arab
regimes would succeed in

‘ignoring Palestinian rights.

‘We will foil the London

paper’, the Palestinian lead-

er said. The only solution
was an independent Palesti-

“hian state, with Jerusalem
Its capital. An international

p
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conference, under UN au-

‘spices, must include the PLO

as sole legitimate repre-

‘sentative of the Palestinian

people. | - |
‘We know there are Arabhs

- with Arabie tengues and

Israeli hearts’, Arafat said,

‘and we know also know the

will fail te set up a condemi-

aium in the West Bank and
aza,’

This was clearly a refer-
ence to the Peres plan to
establish joint Israeli-
Jordanian rule over the
occupled territonies, enlist-
ing the imperialist-backed
Jordanian monarchy to help
f,rush Palestinian aspira-
ions. |

. In an interview with Ita-
lan television, Arafat said
this was a form of joint con-
trol ‘in which the Palestinian
people would be put under
colonial rule. They want to
transform these territories
into South African-style Ban-
tustans.” -

- He emphasised that the
PLO ‘had never taken part
and could never take part in
any negotiations of this
kind.”

The PLO leader has also
urged Israeli ‘democratic
iorces’ to make themselves
heard as they did during the
1982 Lebanon war in oppos-
ing their government.

He told the Kuwait rally
the PLO ‘co-operates with all
Israeli demaocratic forces
that recognise our people’s

rights to self-determinatian

and the creation of an inde-
pendent state’. -

...........

Port Moresby. Diro, who -

was being investigated over
forestry contracts, has now

been sacked as Acting Fore-.
~i1gn Minister, for saying it
- was ‘quite normal for politic-

al leaders to receive money

from abroad.’ |

A few days later, the sack-

ed minister warned parlia--

ment that New Guinea was
heading for a military coup.
He said the country was in a

crisis, with an economy over

67 per cent owned by Austra-
lian capital. On Murdani’s
payments, he claimed ‘every

penny received by the gener-

al was legitimately spent.’

DA
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- With the backing of the
Tory imperialists;, Indone-
sia’s military rulers are
building their strength to

dominate the entire area and =

guard the most ruthless
capitalist exploitation of its
resources and peoples.

The hired stooge Diro has
blown the gaff on this con-
spiracy. Just as the Tories
are allied with the murder-
ous dictator Suharto, we
must regard those fighting
the Indonesian dictator as
our comrades in arms. in the
struggle to destroy
Thatcher.
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Kohl and Reagan

AS 1988 OPENS, world capitalism faces a crisis
worse than anything it has known since the 1930s,
the dimensions of which are impossible to guage.

At the cé&ntre of the vor-
tex is the United States,
the debilitated nominal

leader of the capitalist
- world whose government,
like that of other coun-

tries, is, significantly, un-
able to propose any new
policies likely to solve the
Crisis. r

The one-time purveyor of
capital to the rast of the

world has, within the space
of two or three years, be-

come the largest debtor. A

large part of the rapidly
Erowing national debt is held

y foreigners who have built
up huge surpluses in their
trade with the USA.

The bicentennary of the
US Constitution, with its
famous ‘separation of pow-
ers’, sees Congress and
administration working at
cross purposes with the re-
snlt that no decisive policy
can emerge or be applied.

Since the Wall Street crash
of 19 October,
Reagan administration has
been chiefly notable for its

inarticulate impotence. It

has been hoping that the cri-
sis would somehow sort itself

-out without any strong mea-

sures likely to alienate Re-

publican electors during an

election year.

While the White House
calls on foreign govern-
ments, especially those of
Federal Germany and Japan
(now the world trade giants)
to do something to avert
catastrophe, foreigners
somehow hope that by some
brilliant stroke Washington
can save the day. .

Until the day of the Wal
Street crash, the Reagan
administration was boasting
that it had brought 59 con-
secutive months of expan-
sion. What it did not explain
was al what cost this ‘expan-
sion’ had been sustained.
Nor was any balance sheet

presented of so-called
‘Reaganomics’. |

Reagan came 16 power
with tne slogan that govern-
ment was not the solution but
the problem. Less govern-
ment activity, de-regulation
and a hefty tax handout to
the rich, while social expend-

iture was cut back, was ex-

pected to put US capitalism

back on its feet.

The theory of Reagaho-
mics was brilliantly simple

and quite simply wrong. It

was assumed that if the rich
were allowed to keep more of
their ihcome they would in-
vest more. This would make
US industry more competi-
tive and enable 1t to compete
more effectively with its
foreign rivals.

Not so in practice. The rich
took their tax handbacks and
rolled over into more luxury
comsumption, at the same
time multiplying their paper
wealth by joining in the bull
market on Wall Street. Share
prices soared but industrial
investment remained at its
prevailing low level. The
surge of foreign imports con-
tinued unabated.

1987, the

Another crucial part of
Reaganism was increased
military spending to give the
Pentagon, and the giant cor-
porations which held the
grime contracts for military

ardware, everything they
wanted, and more. The milit-
ary-industrial complex had
never waxed so fat; sections
of it, as the Iran arms scan-
dal showed, had become a
law unto itself.

The 59 months of expan¥
sion was made possible not

by balancing the budget —
as Reagan had promised —

but by deficit financing,
mainly for military pur-
poses, on an unprecedented

scale in peacetime. Govern-

ment borrowing soared,
fuelling a credit boom, creat-
ing millions of ngw jobs in
the wildly ballooning ser-
vices sector. |

While fast food outlets and

similar activities sprang up
like mushrooms after the in-
frastructure deteriorated,
industrial investment and
research were deprived of
funds and the poor got poor-

~er. But for the wealthy these
were good times; pragmat-

ists by nature they just col-
ected their money without
asking whether their good
fortune was due to Regan’s

declared intentions, or the
“actual policies — which were

quite different.

The legacy of 59 months of
the Reagan expansion was
thus a huge budget deficit
and a rapidly deteriorating
foreign, trade position. And
that was not all. Over the
same period the huge lend-
ing spree of US banks in the

developing countries had

gone sour. They now held

massive amounts of virtual-

ly worthiess paper repre-
senting these loans

‘Meznwhile, the world out-

‘side was changing distinctly

to the disadvantage of the
US. Investment in other in-
dustrial countries continued
at a much higher level, espe-
cially in Germany and
Japan. The low-wage coun-
tries undergoing export in-
dustrialisation were flooding

the market with cheap

machine-made goods. The
trade deficit grew corres-
pondingly.

There were gther contra-
dictions involved In this
situation. Many US 1ndust-

~ After several attempts by
international agreement to

stabilise the dollar rate it

“began to fall and before the

end of 1987 it had fallen to
below its historic low and
was still going down. Howev-
er, there ws little sign that
the lower dollar was stimu-
lating exports or making im-

ports dear .enough to bring

down ‘the trade defieit-—

. The twin deficits which

hang like the accursed albat-
ross around the neck of
Reagan and his co-stars In
the sordid scenario being
played out in Washington
have a functional role, not
only in sustaining US capi-
talism, but in postponing the

slide into depression of the

whole capitalist world
system._ ..

Without the ‘military
Keynesianism’ of the budget
deficit the expansion of the

US economy could not have

been sustained during the

- Reagan era. A deficit arising

from civilian spending on
welfare or public works
would not have been accept-

‘able to business. So the

Reaganite ‘supply-siders’
allowed Keynes in again
through the back door, link-
ed to the military budget
dear to the economically
illiterate President himselt.

Continued public deficit
spending, blamed by the
administration on Congress,
has enabled a precarious,
debt-ridden expansion to
continue. But it has been
helped along by a huge 1m-
port of goods supplied on
credit by the manufacturers
of other capitalist countries.

Why have they been will-
ing to help the United States
to live beyond its means,
accepting dolars or other
paper assets for their ex-
ports? Simply because the

- US market has provided a

means of realising the sur-
plus value embodied in these
products; to some extent

some European countries,

including Britain (with 1its
own sizeable trade deficit)
have also played this role.

For example, the
Japanese motor 1ndustry
produces 40 per cent more

vehicles than can be
absorbed by the home mar-

ket. Without foreign sales,

- therefore, there would be an

overproduction crisis 1n
Japan. Federal Germany,
though not so dependent

upon the United States, also

requires a foreign outlet to

keep its industry going and

avold a slump.

While foreigners are call-
ing for a reduction in the
budget deficit which they
would believe would streng-

“then the dollar, they over-

look the fact that without the
deficit the US economy

-would be in deep slump. In

that case they would have to
say goodbye to much of their
export trade. Already the

petitive and closed down.
The big multinational cor-
porations had already taken
the lead in shifting their
manufacturing facilities to
low-wage countries. |

As the trade deficit grew
so it became increasingly
apparent that the exchange
value of the dollar was artifi-
cally high. World markets
were awash with dollars 1n
surplus supply. Moreover,

‘the high exchange value of
‘the dollar kept import prices

low while making US exports

- costly to foreigners.

Thatcher |
stock market collapse and

the weakening dollar had be-

gun to cut into the sales of

luxury German cars in the

United States.

In a sense, then, the US
deficits have become r1unc-.

tional for other capitalist
countries. Without them they
would face serious problems
of overproduction and unem-
ployment which, for the pre-
sent, they have avoided. The
result is now becoming
clear: the US has almost

overnight become the major

debtor country, the deficit
piles up. the interest burden
of the national debt grows
and the dollar falls.

In the present balance of
forces between a Democra-
tic Congress and the lame
duck Presidency, decisive
policies are not to be ex-
pected. The budget cuts so
far agreed have little more
than token value. Reagan is
still not willing to sanction
increases in taxation falling
upon the rich. Soher obser-

vers hoping to find a ‘solu-

tion’ agree that living stan-
dards (1.e. wages and salar-
ies) will have to come down
in real terms. The ‘Amer-

Friedman
ican dream’ 1s coming to a

- chilling end.

When the Great Depress-
ion of the 1930s struck the
United States it was still a
young and vigorous nation
with untapped sources of
accumulation and profit-

making. The Keynesians say

that the slump could at least
have been alleviated by bold

government expenditure and
big budget deficits.

Their arch rivals, the
monetarists, say that injec-

tions of fresh money at the

right time and in the right
amounts could have pre-
vented a recession, brought
on by the Wall Street crash
of 1929, from becoming the
worst and longest slump In
history. In fact it was not
overcome until the US en-
tered World War Two. |

What the various defen-
ders of capitalism are saying

is that the 1930s  crisis was

not an organic crisis of capi-
talism. They maintain that
the means to overcome the
crisis were there but there
was lack of will to use them.
They weave a web of sophis-
try to evade the Marxist con-

~clusion that the crisis of the

-
T
BEOA .
._.w.:.. . oo e
B 'ar . e el et e e m e el e emm et
B Ao st e e e T

Marx

1930s, like that of the 1980s
which is its contihuation,
was organic; even the lack
of will was not accidental.

Significantly, today neith-
er the Keynesians nor the
monetarists of the Friedman
ilk have any credible answer
to the crisis. Increasing the

- money suply will only fuel

inflation; reducing it will

precipitate a slump. Even

Reagan’'s (and Thatcher’s)
claims to have controlled in-
flation are phoney. Commod-
ity prices have fallen (furth-
er impoverishing producer
countries and driving them
into debt) and the current
rate of inflation would have
been regarded as dangerous-
ly high 20 or so years ago.

-

- Powers

It is obvious tc all that the
Federal Reserve Bank has
no miracle-working powers.
It is subject to objective
forces more powertul than
Mr Greenspan and his col-
leagues can cope with. Conf1-
dence in the dollar has been
shattered and the world
monetary system is ii a

Production of instruments for US space shuttle by Dornier (66 per cent owned by Daimler-Benz)




state of flux and uncertainty.

At a time when the budget
deficit is already dangerous-
ly high by any standard a
tendency to slump cannot be
‘dealt with by the orthodox
Keynesian remedy of deficit
spending. Indeed. in fairness
to Keynes he would not have
expected that it could. It is
probable that he would have
called tfor measures like
those he put forward, with
success, during the Second
World War.

That 1s to say stringent

likely
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medicine, shock treatment,
to bring down the patient’s
fever before any recovery
could be expected. Higher
taxes, a reduction in real
incomes, bringing down the
volume of credit, import con-
trols and similar deflation-
ary measures would seem to
be in line with the Keynesian
canon in dealing with the
present crisis.

Needless to say such poli-
cies do not win elections and,
In any case, would be as
likely to Kkill the patient as to
cure him. They would not
commend themselves either
to the Reagan administra-
tion or to any likely succes-
sor. Not only is there no easy-
way out of the crisis, there is
no ‘hard’ way out either,
short of some kind of dicta-
torship.

No US administration is
to be able to lead the
capitalist world out of its
crisis, especially because
the US is suffering from its
own crisis of leadership. One
has only .to look at the Re-
publican succession and the
Democratic challengers to
realise that this is not just an
economic crisis, but that it
has w1despread social and
political ramifications.

Political corruption aad

‘Wall Street in the middle of the 1930s

jobbery extends from for-
mer members of the Repub-
lican administration and
personal friends of the

Reagans, through New York

City to every major town in

the United States. To keep up

with the cases actually going
through the courts would be
virtually a full-time job.

The past year saw the
Iran-Contra affair which, in
its political implications
(notably the challenge to
Congress and the role of the
President), had deeper im-
plications than Watergate It
1s not yet over.

One of the famous televi-
sion evangelists who keep
millions of gullible people
spellbound and rake in mil-
lions of dollars to finance
their activities was shown to
be a philanderer, a spend-
thrift and a swindler. He is
still free, living in luxury and
honoured by many of his for-
mer followers.

Before the Wall Street bub-

'ble burst a series of revela-

tions had shown how smart
operators had used inside in-
formation not available to
the ordinary Iinvestor to
make millions for them-
selves, enabling them to live
the lives of the ultra-rich.
Whlle a number of the cul-

L -

Japanese Industry
prits have spent not too un-
comfortable spells in prison
it seems likely that they will
be able to get away with at

least part of their ill-gotten
gains. |

The get-rich-quick-by-
whatever-means mentality
was never more widespread
in the US than it is today. It
played a big role in the boost-
ing of stock market prices in
the pas! few years out of all
relation to the value of the
enteiprises rcpresented hv
the stock bemg traded. Vast
paper fortunes were thus
created and young men fresh
out of business school were
aiming at making a million
before they were 30.

Decline

No wonder Reagan 1s (or
was) (
ple and with the US rich in
general. They have never
had it so good. For some 1t is
already the end of the road:
for the first time for many
years rich people have lost
large sums of money — thdt

part blown into a bubble, &nd
collapsm as fast, thanks to
the bull market and its sub-
sequent demise.

Puttlng it all together.
isn’t one obliged to speak of
the crisis of a civilisation, of
a country which has passed
its peak and i1s on the down-
side of a perhaps irr_emedi-
able decline?

It will perhaps be said of
US capitalism that despite a
prolonged post-war boom
owing to very special cir-
cumstances 1t never gener-
ated subsequently those
long-term forces of expan-
sion able to drive it forward
into a durable upward phase.
Wars, military spending and
credit creation on a large
scale fuelled the boom more
than innovation and tech-
nological change. Nothing
came along like the railway
in the 19th century or the
automobile in the present
one to open up new profitable
investment fields.

Nuclear power proved In-
capable of providing an
alternative {o the irreplace-
able fossil fuels. The market

for cars and consumer dur-

ables eventually became
saturated. Without con-
tinued growth in these tields
much of the capacity built up
in the old-style and capital
goods industries became su-
perfluous. Thus the rust-belt
and de-industrialisation of
whole areas in the US and
the other older industrial
countries. :

The new technologies,
symbolised by the silicon
Chlp did not require the vast
investments of the older
types of industry. They lent
themselves to mass produc-
tion in low-wage. low-skill
countries like South Korea or

"Taiwan even when develop--

ment had first taken place in
the United States.

popular with such peo-

Workers Press Saturday'J‘anuary 16 1988 Page 9

The typical US multi-

national corporation carries

.on a large part of its manu-

facturing operations outside
the USA. The trend con-
tinues. A successful US ex-

porter is likely to follow the

same course as has hap-
pened recently with the sup-
plier of turbo-chargers for
Japanese cars. So to see ex-
port growth as a solution to
the balance of payments
problem may also turn out to
be illusory. /

I.oss of leadership in

‘manufacturing is one of the

sure signs of economic de-
cline. In the case of the US it
goes alongside a reduction in
the proportion of national

product provided by manu-
facturlng and the growth of
the service (or tertiary) sec-
tor. The latter includes ev-
erything outside manufac-
turing and agriculture and
related activities, from  the
surgeon or engineer to the
fast-food server or dancing
girl — most of which Marx-
ists would describe as ‘un-
productive labour’, in the

sense that it does not pro-

duce surplus value.

In the USA the tertiary
sector now occupies about 67
per cent of the labour force.

against 31 per cent in ifianu-

tacturing industry. Some
apologists see in this a sign
that the US 1s becoming, or
has become, a ‘'postl
industrial society’. It i1s un-
deniable that as income per
head rises, a higher propor-
tion will be spent on services
and this will be represented
by the occupational distribu-
tion of the population.

But there are lim:ts to this
process, and it has to be seen

in a global context. A large

service seciwor has to be sus-
tained by a highly produc-
tive industrial base: it can-
not itself form the basis for a
capitalist, or any other kind
of, economy. There are signs

'that in the United States, the

process has gone too far and

“has become a serious source

of weakness

Importer

It has been compounded
by the activities of the multi-
national corporations in
shifting manufacturing plant
to low-wage countries. To an
increasing extent. then, the

USA has become an impor-.

ter of manufactured goods
(and an e¢xporter of agri-
cultural products) with a

negative balance of trade.

Hence vulnerability (o out-
side shocks and the instabil-
i1{y of the dollar.

West Germany. the most
powertful Europe¢an eco-
nomy,
cent of 1ts working popula-
tion ‘in manufacturing and
only 56 per cent In services.
Together with other factors
this helps to account for the
industrial successes of Ger-

gers,

retains over 42 per

many and its strong place in
world markets.

- German cars such as
BMW and Mercedes-Benz
are widely sold in the US.
Ford imports models from
its German factories when it
aims at the high quality mar-
ket. US products, outside a
few special categories, do

less well in export markets.

Even a cheaper dollar is not
ltkely to boost sales, espe-
cially in those industries like
steel which suffer from over-
capacity.

Their passion for quick re-
turns has drawn US capital-
1sts and capital into mer-
take-overs and spe-
culative financial activities

to the neglect of technologic-

al development and new in-
vestment. They have only
themselves to blame if their
rivals have crept up on them
and overtaken them i in many
vital held

Problems

Yet. as has been seen. the
US’s challengers, ingivaing

Japan and (;ermany, stili de-

pend upon the US market tor
the realisation of surplus
value. There 1s no such thiny
as a separate national capi-
talist economy able to solve
its problenis. in 1solation. In
herent rivalries between the
ruling classes of the national
states nevertheless prevent
more than nominal coopera-
tion 1n dealing with the eco-
nomic problems { 1 the con
temporary crisis.

The prospects for world
capttalism in 1988 will very
much depends on the reper-
cussion which the Wall
Street crash will have upon
the weakened US as outlined
above. The development of
the crisis 1n other parts ot
the world will, in turn. play
back upon the United States.
Debt defaults by. the former
cclonial and semi-colonial
countries could shake the
hanking and tlnanmal struc
ture. -

The collapse or financial
difficulties of some of the
Japanese business ;_,ianl
built up during the latest ex
pansion in the US could have
worldwide repercussions.

~Attempts to solve the prob-
lems of the crisis at the ex-
pense of the working class
could ignite bl;., class strug-
gles even in countries whct{
the working class at present
scems 1o be dormant. such
as Germany. Japan or the
United States.

The present state of world
capitalisim presents so nianiy
possibilities tor things go.
wrong and cetting out of (m.
trol makes crystal ball ¢
ing even more unrelm!;!p
than usual. The watchword
should be: prepare for the
unexpected but expect sharp
and sudden changes. |




IN a week that saw the announcement of plans to
privatise the country’s nature reserves and
warnings that the government intends to priva-
tise a large chunk of the pathology service,

. Arthur Scargill warned that the Thatcher gov-
~ernment wants six day working along with
greater flexihility in the pits as a preparation to
return the mining industry to private ownership.

Scargill is undoubtedly
right., The Tory govern-

_BY GEOFF PILLING

ol

ment is aiming to slash
the industry to around 70
pits, employing some
70,000 miners on six-day
shift systems, Such an in-
dustry would be highly
attractive to the sharksin
the City who have been to

the fore in gobbling up the

state industries already
sold at knock-down prices
by the Tories since 1979,

Thatcher’s policy over the
last eight years has been in
marked contrast to the the
?olicy of Tory governments

rom 1951-1964. Apart from
the partial denationalisation

of long-distance road haul-

-age and the steel industry

these governments left
largely intact the industries
nationalised by the postwar
Attlee dgovernment after
1945. Indeed the Heath gov-
ernment of 1970-1974 was
forced to take over the ailing
Rolls Royce company.

Why this change in policy?

It represents in part the
attempt by the Tory govern--
ment to preserve some de-
gree of budgetary stability in
a period of rising unemploy-
ment — entailing increased
expenditure on unemploy-

ment benefit that Thatcher

has not yet felt strong

enough to cut to any signifi-
cant degree. .

Big cuts have been made

in important areas of gov-

ernment spending but the
fact is that despite all the
propaganda, the proportion
of national income absorbed
by fpvernment expenditure
1§ little changed since

- Thatcher came to office in

1979,

The sale of state assets has
been one way in which gov-
ernment revenues have been
boosted. Such assets, as well
as those from North Sea oil,
have been vital components
of Thatcher's economic poli-
cies. |

But the privatisation of the
former nationalised indus-
tries has a deeper signifi-
- The nationalisation prog-
ramme of the post World
War II Labour government

— including the mines, the

railways, gas and electricity

supply, transport and the
‘major axrlu_les — Was un-

indu stry

____BY OUR INDUSTRIAL CORRESPONDENT

‘MRS THATCHER

opened 1988 with a series of

hollow claims about the achievements of the
Tory goveriiment. She boasted that she had put an

end to the ‘British disease’; that is, that she had

rolled back the working class. No sogiier had she
made the claim than a strike engulfed the whole
- of the south Yorkshire coalfield as miners took up

battle against British Coal’s imposition of draco-
nian disciplinary measures in the pits. This

incident alone again underscores the fact that
Tory boasts and Labour leaders’ hopes that the

‘miners were definitively defeated in their 1983-84

strike are without foundation.

‘Thatcher’s claims that
her policies have re-
vitalised the British eco-
nomy are just as holiow
when the fate of manfac-
turing industry is consi-
dered. The fact is that the
decline of what was at
- one period the heart of
British capitalism — its
manufacturing industries
— has accelerated during

the period of the Thateher

governments.

This has been the resuit
not of deliberate government
policy, as many on the left
imagine. Nor is it the result

of too much government

spending, as many right
wing economists contend.
In the last resort it is the
product of the long drawn
out historical decline and in-
creasing paratisism of Brit-
1sh capitalism. ._
The facts are clear. As
recently as 1960, Britain took
almost 17 per cent of world
manufacturing exports: that
figure has now dropped to
. well below 10 per cent and is

still falling sharply. Over the -

same period-the share taken
by Japan grew rapidly while
France, Germany and Italy
more than held their share.

Britain’s share of world

manufactured goods pro-
duced has declined just as
drastically: from 25 per cent
in 1950 to well under 10 per

cent today.

Meanwhile there has been
a great structural change in
British imports. Before 1950,
they consisted mainly of
foodstuffs, and raw mate-
with manufactured
oods consisting of under a

rials,

ifth.

This pattern reflected an
‘international division of
labour that Britain had been
able to establish and impose
on the rest of the world in the
last century. Britain ex-
ported her manufactured
- goods — coal, cotton goods,
engineering products — and
imported cheap food and

raw materials.

‘The last three decades has
brought a decisive change in
this pattern. By 1985 import
penetration of manufactured
place to
such an extent that manufac-
semti-
manufactured goods made
up some two thirds of total

goods had taken

tured and

imports.

The proportion of im-
ported manufactured goods

to those domestically pro-
duced rose from some 7 per

cent in the mid-1950s to its
present 30 per cent level. The
problem for British capital
In the 1950s and 1960 was how
to win back lost export mar-

kets. Its problem now is how

to hang on to its domestic

market.

Reflected in these figures
is the chronic decline of Brit-
ish capitalism. As the first
industrial nation in the

- world, British capital gained

considerable advantages.

In the well-known phrase,
Britain became the work-
shop of the world, supplier of
the means of industrialisa-
tion to other countries.

But these advantages
turned into their opposite. As
rival capitalist countries be-
gan to build up their indus-
tries they did so at a higher
technical and organisational
level — often learning from
the negative aspects of Brit-
ish experience. In some inst-

ances — the United States is

the classic case — these
countries were able to take
advantage of large internal
markets and considerable

‘natural resources not pre-

sent in Britain.
The decline of British in-

dustry can be traced back to -

the last quarter of the
nineteenth century. But the
consequences of this decline
were avolded by the emerg-

. ence of the City of London as

the world’s leading financial
centre. able to earn vast

sums through its banking,

insurance, broking and com-
modity dealing activities.
Sterling became the world's
leading currency which
agailn gave consliderable

advantages to British
- capital. |
These activities hid the

mounting problems of an in-
creasingly uncompetitive in -
dustry, and even made those
problems worse. While easy
money was toe be had in the
city there was little incentive

-of the economy.

doubtedly a reflection of
pressure from the working
class. This was clearly the
case with coal mining where

there had been ‘a long and -
bitter struggle against the
old private owners. -

Capitalist

These measures at the
same time reflected the
needs of the capitalist class.
Much British basic industry
had declined sharply during
the inter-war slump, bring-
ing to a head a longer pro-
cess that can be traced back
to the last quarter of the
nineteenth century. The rail-

way system and the coal

mines were on the very edge
of collapse at the end of the
war. Private capital could
not have restored them to
the level required by the rest
he state
had to assume responsibility
for their reorganisation.

The same was true of the
expansion of the welfare
state In the years after 1945.

On the one hand this expan-
sion was a product of the
widespread determination in
the working class that there
would be- no return to the
Inter-war years of poverty

“and destitution. At the same

time it also indicated that
the capitalist class needed a

“healthier, better educated

working class if it was to
make profits.

From the poirit of view of

~ capitalism, all state expendi-

ture is unproductive, That is,

‘1t does not produce surplus
‘value but on the contrary is a
- drain on such surplus value.

Only under conditions where
capitalism was able to ex-
and, in however distorted a
orm, was the maintenance
of such expdnditures
possible. o

The drive to retum the

former nationalised indus-

tries to private ownership

marks a new stage in the

crisis of capitalism. It is an
indication of the weakness of
the ruling class and not its
strength that it is forced to
such measures.

~ Talking
whispers.

THE US Presidental task force report on the
October stock market crash is a damning indict-
ment of the parasitism at the heart of world
imperialism and reveals the fragile state of the -
international financial system. |

‘The report, headed by
§ Nicholas F. Brady, a Re-
publican senator and.

chairman of Dillon Read
and Company, a Wall
Street securities firm,
landed on Reagan’s desk
last Friday afternoon.

1t reveals that a handful of
big institutions dominated
the massive US securities
market crash which began
on 19 October.

Like rats abandoning a

I sinking ship they trampled

over the small private inves-

tor in an attempt to mini-

mise their losses.

‘Although the report does
not name any sellers, two of

the largest are understood to

have been Wells Fargo of
San Fransico and Fidelity
Investments, in Boston, the
largest US mutual fund com-
plex.

‘Much of the selling press-
ure was concentrated in the
hands of surprisingly few in-
stitutions’ ‘the report said.
The top four 19 October sel-
lers accounted for $2.85 bil-
lion, or 14 per cent of total

to undertake the risks of in-
dustrial investment. The
British banks, unlike their
European counterparts,
were unwilling to invest in

industry, preferring to lend

their mony abroad.

This division between the
financial and industrial sec-
tors should not be over stres-
sed. The city and those in
indnstry had and still have
much in common. It was cer-
tainly never the case that
those Involved in finance
constituted the ‘reactionary’
wing of the ruling class while
the industrials were some-
how progressive, as Stalin-
1sm has for long claimed.

The decline of British
manufacturing has had se-

“rious implications for the

pattern of employment. The
share of manufacturing in
total employment has fallen
from its 1960 level of 36 per
cent (some 9 million jobs) to

BY KEITH GIBBARD

sales.

At mid-morning on Black
Monday after the initial
crash; just as the situation

.seemed to be stabilising,

Wells Fargo launched a de-
vastating sell programme,
identified by the task force
as 13 waves of almost $100
million each that continued

‘until 2p.m.
‘Monday 19 October was

perhaps the worst day in the
history of US equity
kets’ the report concludes,
but for the world financial
system Tuesday was even
worse. -

It was at mid-day, Tues-

day 20 October ‘that the:

securities markets and the
financial system approached

- Everything must now be
subjected to the unmediated
laws of the market, to the
laws of commodity produe-
tion. No room is left for any
modification in the ruthless
struggle for profit.

~ Election

That is why the election in
the miners’ union is so cru-
cial. Whoever wins the elec-
tion will be faced with a
crisis in the industry which
goes far beyond the indus-
try’s bounds. For: reflected -
in the drive to return the coal
industry to private own-

-ership some forty years af-

.

ler it was nationalised is ex-
pressed a profound social
crisis that engulfs the whole
of capitalist society.

- Only a revolutionary prog-
ramme and a revolutionary
leadership in the working
class will be able to answer
this new situation facing
miners and the working

class as a whole.

v

B
The main recommenda-

tion of the report, a system
of ‘circuit breakers’ where-

- by markets would cease

trading if prices fell below a
certain limit, was not being

‘taken seriously by Wall

Street dealers.

If Wall Street closed,
stocks would simply be

- dumped in Tokyo or London

mar- .

breakdown’ according to the

report.

Leaks from the Brady Re-
port prior to its official re-
lease, coupled with news of a
$30 billion dollar leap in the
US budget deficit, led to the
140 point fall in share prices
last Friday 8 January, the

third bi%gest fall in Wall

Street’s history.

around 25 per cent in the mid-
- 1980s (something over 5 mil-

lion jobs). The share of
manufacturjng in total out-
put declined over the same

and traders have not forgot-
ten the experience of the
Hong Kong exchange which
was closed in October only to
lose one third of its total
value upon re-opening.

Reagan is reported to be
unhappy with the findings of
the task force. He had ex-
pected that the blame for the
crash would fall on Walii
Street, but in fact the report
suggests that the adminis-
tration’s budget policies
were a major factor. = |

‘However, according to the
‘Times’ Washington corres-
pondent, administration offi-
cials are saying privately |
that the White House was
anxious to avoid any re-
marks or negative impress-
ions which might further
destabilise the dollar or
share prices.

_It seems that the capitalist
financial system is now so
sickly that Reagan and com-

pany have to talk in whispers

period from 37 per cent to 24

per cent.

The principal factor pre-
venting the complete col-

lapse of employment was the
rapid growth of the ‘public
sector’ (education, health,
government adminstration)

which brought an extra mil-

lion jobs in the 1360s and

1970s. But the expansion of
this sector could not compen-
sate for the enormous job
losses in manufacturing.

In turn the rising unem-
ployment bill has been fi-
nanced out of North Sea oil

for fear of a further co-llapse.

long period a relative de-
cline: Britain’s relative
share of world manufactur-
Ing was dropping but the
absolute volume of world
‘manufacturing was growing .-

But over the last decade or
so this decline has become
absolute. Since 1973 the fall
In output in the manufactur-
Ing sector has averaged
some Z per ¢eént per vear.

This is the measure of the

depth of the crisis.

The question can be
asked: from the point of
view of capitalism does this
near-collapse of industrial
production matter? Does it

- matter whether workers are

revenues which alone have

allowed the Tories to avoid

slashing unemployment and

- other state benefits.

The decline of British-
~manufacturing was for a

employed in making steel or
making hamburgers? As
long as capitalism can make

~profit from such activities

does the erosion of the in-
dl_lStI‘ial- base  matter? We
will look at these questions
next week.




A Soviet Oppositionist

If a Soviet military victory is out of the question

now, what future do you see for Afghanistan?

I don’t think that the
genuine left factions of
the Afghan resistance are
strong. Maybe Astan
Amalil has a following in

the minority national re-

gions. But the liberal and
progressive factions of
the Islamic parties are
strong. And what is more
important is that the
Afghan emigration (in
Pakistan) does not repre-
sent the real equilibrium
of forces 1n51de Afghanis-
tan.

Insxde the country, (and
Soviet military personnel
coming back from Afghanis-
tan support this view), there
is a process of change going
on.

The victory of the rebels

would not mean a return to
the pre revolutionary status
quo. On the contrary, there
1s an important process of
change taking place at the
grass roots level. Otherwise,
without this, the resistance
would be incapable of of
fighting the Soviet army effi-
- ciently.

The most exciting experi-
ence i1s that of Commander
Massoud of the Panshir re-
gion with whom the official
Soviet authorities 1n Afgha-
nistan are forced to negoci-
ate.

The resistance that 1is
-~ operating inside the country
is therefore a very good pos-
sibility as a political force to
inherit power from the Kar-
mal regime. The problem is
that now the resistance de-
pends on western aid more
than it did some years ago.
This means that outside in-
fluence in Afghanistan 1s
growing.

Ties

So when speaking of the
western left, I think it 1s very
important to have ties with
the Afghan resistance, and
to help strengthen the prog-
resive tendencies inside the
resistance against the reac-
tionary tendencies as much
as possible. Well, it depends
on the western left to act —
that is, the western left as a
comoined force. It is able to
influence the situation.

Why give the Afghan re-
sistance up to Reagan and
other reactionaries? Why
give them the possibility of

. being influential without
- attempting to conquer a poli-

tical space, to contest that
influence? It seems that the
western lett has lost a lot of
~ opportunities in this way —
but not all pOSSlbllltléS Be-
cause there still 1s a chance.

Here in the Soviet Union,
the problem is to mobilise
popular pressure against the
war. It's very difficult — the
situation here is not like the

- United States during the

Vietnam war period but
there have been some de-
monstrations and revolts —
even if these were not effi-
cient.

Nevertheless,
that pressure exists and 1s
-very real. It should be men-
tioned here that at least one
article by a Soviet observer,
writing under a
pseudonymrn, has appeared
in, I believe, the Washington
Post — which gives specific
details of the demonstrations
against the war.

- The second point 1s the

need to lobby the official re-
formist circles. This 1s some-
thing which we do and will
continue to do . . . Maybe

this kind of activity is not the

most traditional for leftists,
but it is a necessary activity
in the current, specific situa-
tion. That is, trymg to influ-
ence the reformers and
trying to give them concrete
ideas on how to get out of
Afghanistian, because it will
be more difficult to get out
later.
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Do you hold the position that
the measure of social prog-

ress being introduced by the
Soviet Union into Afghams-
tan justifies the invasion?

Well, I think Marx had
some Interesting things to
say about the role of the
British in India . . . that ob-
jectively the Brltlsh pre-
sence assisted in the mod-
ernisation of India. But, at
the same time, from the
moral standpomt there is no

- reason to say that the Brmsh

were in the end right to in-

vade and colonise India.

The process, it must be
said, initiated by the British
invasion of India finally
helped the process of social
transformation, but the inva-
sion itself, as a moral act,
cannot by justified by the
final outcome.

~ A final outcome (here I
‘interpret’ Marx) is not only
produced by an invasion — 1t
is produced by the invasion
and the resistance to the in-
vasion. This is my view of
Afghanistan. The final result
in Afghanistan is something
that will be produced by the
invasion and by the re51st-
ance to it.

Do you mean that the Soviet
forces play a counter revolu-
tionary role, but that a re-
volutionary resistance could
develop by way in response
to it?

Yes. I should say that the
Taraki regime was not re-
volutionary or socialist in
any way. It was a technocra-
tic, modernising regime
along the lines of the Shah's
regime In Iran. The Shah’s
regime was more. organic
and technically pro-western,
though it had good relations
with the Soviet Union.

- Taraki’s regime, like the
-Shah’s, had almost no social
base except in a limited stra-
ta of the bureaucracy. It was
from the very beginning de-
pendent on Soviet aid, poli-
tlcal and military. You <an-
not speak of that regime in
.terms of social progress. It
was anti-social because it
tried to impose a model of
development on a soclety
against its will.

The society revolted, as in
Iran, and also as in Iran it
was a combined revolt of
progressive and reactionary
forces — all of whom had one
common aim: to get rid ot

- the regime which was des-
troying the society as a
whole That is why 1t 1s a

kind of national liberation

struggle. It is also true that

within it there are also coun-
‘ter-revolutionary fun-

damentalist elements.

It is a combined revolt of a
soclety against elements
which were introduced by
foreign influence — and
when those elements were
almost smashed by the re-
sistance — there appeared
an open foreign invasion,
which is also destroying the
social fabric, the_social life
of society. You cannot intro-
duce real social progress by
destroying the entire struc-
ture of a somety by military
force.

they show

Progress

We don { know anything
about real social progress in
Afghanistan. The Soviet
Army’s principal role 1is
military. They don’t even
attempt to give the people a
say In how the country i1s run

. simply because the peo-

ple are against them. So 1t’s
a very strange kind of social
progress which is against the
wi.ll of the people. It’s not
progress, of course, it’s reac-
tion. It i1s anti popular.

At the same time, howev-

er, the resistance itselt pro-
duces the momentum of a
social movement. The peo-

ple begin to solve their own
problems by themselves,
without any outside agency.
They have the power of
weapons in their own hands.

speaks

SINCE the demise of the huhjan-rights move-
ment in the Soviet Union in the 1970s there has
been a marked increase in groups opposing the

Stalinist bureaucracy.

Between 1977 and 1982

underground bulletins such as ‘Variations’ and
‘Left Turn’ were published in Leningrad and
Moscow. An attempt was even made to form a
federation of ‘Democratic forces of a socialist
orientation’, but this was broken up by the state
before it could be properly established.

The fol'owing interview with Soviet opposi-

" tionist Alexander Severukhin (a pseudonym)

reflects the deepening political crisis in the

USSR. The first two parts of the interview were
printed in the last two issues of ‘Workers Press’.

This is the final part.

Workers Press is printing this interview de-
spite the fact that we do not consider the views

expressed to be those of a Trotskyist;

we

consider the use of the term ‘left oppositionist’
to be misleading. The Left Opposition, (the
precursor of the Fourth International estab-
lished in 1938) was led by Leon Trotsky. 1t

rejected the theory of Socialism in One Coun-

try, advanced by Stalin and Bukharin. At the
same time it stood for the unconditional defence
of the nationalised property relations of the
USSR against imperialism and rejected all

notions that the Sovnet Union was in any way
~ capitalist. -

While we think that much of what Severukhin

says is confused, such confusion is only to be -

expected as the working class and sections of
the intelligentsia enter a new stage in the
struggle against the Stalinist bureaucracy.

They organise their own so-

- ctal structure.

It is interesting that in the
beginning the idea was to
destroy the Mushim clergy,
the traditional aristocracy,
the landlords and so on. They
were expelled from the coun-
try — but the state merely
took their place, without any
basic change in the social
relation between oppressor
and oppressed — one oppres-
sor simply took the place of
the other.

Then, when the system
failed to suppress the popu-
lar resistance, the Karmal
regime tried (and now the
Najib regime {ries) an oppo-
site tack. Now they are
trying to find some form of
reconciliation . but with
whom? Not with the people

. . but with tribal chiet-
tains, some elements of the
clergy, as we read in the
Soviet press, with the so-
called ‘progressive land-
lords’, and also with ele-
ments of the bourgeoisie col-
laborating and trading with
the Soviet Union.

In the Soviet press you can

read about an illiterate land-

lord who started out in
- opposition to the regime, but

then realised that the gov-
ernment was not a threat to
him. He now supports the
revolution — and why? Be-
cause now, for some -tradi-
tional elements of the
Afghan military class, it is
better to support the current
regime than the social move-

ment. Because the regime 1s -

no longer perceived as a dan-
ger to them while peasants
who have weapons and know
how to defend themselves
are more dangerous in that
situation.

What do you estimate will be
the outcome of the war?

- What might be the best sqlu-

tion, and the worst?

I'm afraid there are a lot
of ‘worst’ possibilities, but 1
also see two or three better
ones. To be truthful, I fear an
‘Afghan Kampuchea Coe
One cannot avoid thinking of
the possibility of fun-

. damentalists gaining the up-

per hand and destroying the

soclety using Khomeini-type
methods with Pol Pot’s effi-
ciency. A possible combina-
tion of Pol Potism and
Khomeinism is not to be ex-
cluded, especially of the left
wing and liberal public fails
to support the most progres-
sive e ements of the resist-
ance.

- Second, there 1s the possi-
bility of a ‘reactionary re-
conciliation” — the most
reactionary elements of the
Babrak regime, such as
‘progressive landlords’, unit-
ing with some reactlonary

~elements of the resistance
forces and of the soctety in

general — and such a reac-
tionary reconciliation is
possible, although 1 don’t
think this would give the
Soviet government a way out

- — to Afghanise the struggle
-~ — to leave Afghans fighting

among themselves and with-
draw. That would be very
dangerous.

On the other hand there
are positive aspects. There
is the possibiiity for real dia-
logue. But for this to happen
the Soviet government will
have to say that the so-ralled
‘bandits’ are not bandits at

all but armad peasants, and

weé must zieak to them first

of all.

There is also ‘the possibil-
ity of a withdrawal without
pre eonditions 1f the situation
in:;ide the Soviet Union de-
teriorates . . . in that case |
cannot say what would hap-
pen in Afghanistan, except

that the civil war would
‘probably continue. |

Of course, there are other
possibilities of civilized com-
promise between the fac-

~ tions also. There are many

possible roads still open, but

we must recognise that there
are many dangers.

The only thing 1 exclude
absolutely i1s the possibility
of a military victory by the
Soviet Union. I don’t exclude
the possibility of a military
defeat now., because the
army 1s in a very bad way. |
have learned a lot from peo-
ple coming back. But I can-
not even imagine the possi-

hility of a military success -
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by an army which 1s so
seriously demoralised by
this colonial war.

You have often refered to

Marxism in the course of
these discussion. What Kkind
of ‘Marxists’ exist in the
Soviet Union today?

As you know, we have an

official ideology called

Marxism-Leninism which is,
I think, not Marxist nor par-
ticularly Leninist. 1 cannot
say that official ideology has
nothing in common with
Marxism and Leninism, but
the Stalinist idea — the idea
of the Stalinist ‘ethocracy’ —
was clear.

They
they used Leninist ideas for
their own purposes, creating
a new ideology using Marx-
ism merely as raw material
from which the new,
opposed, in some senses anti
Marxist, 1deology was made.

It is very difficult to be a
Marxist in a society where
the official, oppressive ideol-
ogy is called Marxism (even
when it isn’t ‘Marxism’ it 1s

still very difficult). One of
the main requirements of
official idealogy is to make
people believe that it is Mear-
xist and Socialist: ‘If we are
Marxists and socialists’ they
say, ‘we can take care of
everything. Just be patient
and wait for the promise of
Marxism to be realised by
us, by the party’.

- There is much sentiment
which is critical of Marxism.

Even among people genuine-

ly on the side of the left,

- rnany still prefer not to call

themselves Marxists simply
to avoid misunderstanding,
to avoid any comparison
with the otficiai camp.

Dogmatism

Nevertheless, there used

to be another kind of ideolo-

gical dogmatism which was
that of the dissidents. I don’t
see a lot of difference be-
tween the dogmatism of offi-
- cial propaganda and the dog-
matism ‘reproduced’ by dlS-
-sent.

A lot of dissidents and
emigres — especially
emigres — managed to work
out their own brand of dog-
matism which looks like a
twin of official Marxism-

-Leninism, though it is in-

verted, like a mirror image
of the official ideology.
When younger intellec-
tuals came to understand
this there was, once again, a
movement toward Marxism.
So, ironically, it was dissi-

used Marxism and

dents and dissident anti-
Marxists-who helped us to
get back in touch with Karl
Marx and develop an In-
terest in his original work.

In this sense some of our
sources are in traditional

- Marxism — Kar! Marx him-

self — people are once again
reading Marx. There 1s also
the Marxism of Gramseci,
who is fairly ‘traditional’ in
terms of the western left.

Some people have man-
aged to acquire and read
original texts by Marcuse
and the Frankfurt School;
others have studied Sartre ot
the Marxist period, ‘Critique
de la raison dialectique’, for
example. -

Aside from an Interest In
western neo-Marxism, peo-
ple have studied Kandel and
Yugoslav, self-management
theorists and theorists of
market socialism — Vladi-
mir Brus, Otto Sik and the
Czechoslovak revisionists.

There are also some parti-

‘cularly Russian sources of

intellectual influence: the
first 1s Herzen. Herzen was a
Russian philosopher who
had the same intellectual
origin as Marx himself —
that 1s, Left Hegelian. There
are many parallels between
them (though Marx was by
far the greater of the two).
Herzen was a Left Hegelian
socialist but one who knew
Russia very well.

He had one trait which was
quite unsympathetic to
Marx: he was concerned
with the ‘mission of Russia’
to the world. But he was not
a Slavophile in the tradition-

-al sense — not even any kind

of ‘left wing Slavophile’. He
had some interesting

- thoughts on the position of

Russia in Europe. Russian
views of the west, and the
west’s view of Russia. In
that sense Herzen is quite
‘actual’ for us as a thinker.
I’'m afraid Marx was not just
in his criticism — calling
Herzen an ‘aggressive
Muscovite’ and so on —
though Herzen himself made
a lot of mistakes.

Another important current -
is what we call ‘Legal Marx-
ism’: liberal, official
1deolog1;>ts who seek to inte-
grate some elements of real
Marxism into the official
pseudo-Marxism. They are
trying, perhaps, to ‘remake’
the ideology — reintroduce
the original sense into 1t. 1
don’t think they can suc-
ceed; the official ideology 1s
incurable. But this 1s still an
important step: to move
from the official ideology to
Marxjsm itself. .
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~ LETTERS

Healy history

WHILST Charlie Van Gel-

deren is correct to complain
in Workers Press (2 January)
about Vanessa Redgrave's
hagiaphic sketch of Gerry
Healy’s political history 1
suspect that his dating of
Healy's joining the Trots-
kyist movement 1s incorrect.

Van Gelderen states that
‘Healy joined the Trotskyist
movement in 1935. At the
time of the first Moscow trial
(1936). he was a leading
member of the WIL".

The above account 1s con-

tradicted by Mary and John
Archer’'s statement that
Healy joined the Militant
Group in August 1937 ¢ Notes
on Healy's Role in Early
Days of the British Trots-
kyist Movement' in 'Healy's
Big Lie’. New York. Decem-
ber 1976. page 30.

The WIL did not exist 1
1936.

1t was formed at the end ot
1937 or early 1938 uibid page
31: Sam Bornstein and Al
Richardson ‘War and The In-
ternational’. London 1986.
page 5).

- Has anyone more informa-
tion on Healy's early days In
the Trotskyist movement?

Barry Buitekant

On
nationalism-:

SIMON PIRANI in ‘Trotsky-
ism and Nationalism’ (Work-
ers Press 2 January) misses
the whole point of the critic-

‘ism levelled against Trots-
~ ky's attitude toward national

liberation struggles.

The issue is not one of
whether Trotsky supported
national liberation strug-

gles, which he undoubtedly

did: the question is, did he

- appreciate the ‘significance’

of such struggles; did he rec-

ognise the role and mecha- -

nics of the national libera-
tion struggles relative to the
perspective of socialist re-
volution? | |

The genius of Lenin that

made him a master tactician

able to build a vanguard par-
ty and lead a socialist re-
volution was that hewrecog-
nised and took into strategic-
al consideration all the so-
cial forces that contributed
however little, toward the
destabilisation of capitalism
and the development of the
process toward the socialist
revolution.

This is fully exemplified in
Pirani’s quote from Lenin:

‘Socialist ‘revolution iIn
Europe cannot be anything
other than an outburst of
mass struggle on the part of
all and sundry oppressed
and discontented elements.’

Just as Lenin recognised

~and took into strategic con-

sideration the role of the
peasantry in Russia,. and

thereby formulated prog-

ramme and policy accor-
dingly — Peace, Bread and
Land — so he recognised and
strategically considered the
role of national liberation
movements — rights of na-
tions to self-determination —
and thereby harnessed the
revolutionary potential of
nop-socialist forces to the
struggle for socialist revolu-
tion.

Lenin viewed events as a
dialectical process: the
momentary coincidence of
interests of basically contra-
dictory forces which could
be galvanised to add
momentum and added force
to the objective forces of re-
volutionary socialism under
the hegemony of the working
class and vanguard party.

To realise this temporary
fusion of contradictory
forces toward socialist re-
volution. that 1s. to ensure

the leadership of the working -

class and vanguard party in-
volved the question of how to
utilise the contributary so-
cial forces such as the dis-
contented petty bourgems

nationalists and peasantry.

“This was not realised by
conceding policy or prog-
ramme to these non-soclalist
forces or by supporting their
leadership and organisations
critically or otherwise 1n

~order to appease them or win
‘their acquiescence to the

struggle: such an approach
would be self defeating and
would relinquish leadership
to backward elements. who
travel the anti-capitahst
road only so far. but not to 1s
final socialist conclusion.
The strategy of Lemn was
to sirike with these torces
against capitalism under the
banner of independent work-
ing class struggle and at all
times asserting the lead-
ership of the vanguard par-

tv. and in the course of strug-

gle through practical experi-
ence. to either win the
backward elements for the
socialist struggle or to ex-
pose ‘and discard those that
placed restraints upon the
revolutionary struggle for
soclalism.

The revolutionary poten-
tial of these -non-soctalist
forces was utilised until
events and developments eXx-
hausted the revolutionary
nature of their fight.

Lenin like other Marxists
recognised the objective
counter-revolutionary role of
nationalists and peasantry,
but unlike other Marxists he
both recognised and was
able to utilise in practical
revolutionary politics the
transient revolutionary na-

ture of these forces, and so

was able both to build a van-
guard party and lead a suc-

cessful socialist revolution.

Tom Cowan

iogy

More on

nationalism

I WRITE to raise the issue of
Scottish nationalism be-
cause I do not think it is
being properly dealt with in
Workers Press.

An important issue 1S
being side-stepped by the
blind opposition. of interna-
tionalism to what, in this
case. is a progressive repub-
lican movement.
Internationalism is a prin-
ciple that should be fought
for and upheld within the
working class against the
vulgar nationalism of the
Scottish National Party but
to underplay or ignore —- as

Workers Press does — the

deep rooted national aspira-
tions of the working class
itself is not the position of
internationalism but of adhe-

rents of ‘little England’ con- -

ceptions.

Is the WRP opposed to us
Scots for having the temerity.
to call for the right to have a
more direct say in the man-
agement of our own afairs.
and for the restoration of our-
own identity and integrity as
a nation?

It would be better advised
to turn its guns upon the
‘little England’ chauvinism
that has seeped like a poison
into the fibres of the British
labour movement.

Britain is a multi-national
state made up of three recog-
nised nations. the most
powerful of which domin-
ates. by whatever means,
the other two.

To ignore Scottish aspira-
tions 1s to defend English
chauvinism and makes a
mockery of your support for
the Irish Republicans.

The problem does not lie in

any particular statement |

which has appeared in Work-

ers Press but rather in the

lack of one.

The subject is broached
only through hint and allu-
sion, giving the impression

that it is not regarded as all

Please send your letters td Workers' Press. PO Box 745, London

SW9 7QS. Letters do not necessari

ly reflact the views of the Editorial

Board. Letters may be cut for reasons of space.

| thal important.

At a time when the Labour
Party and the SNP are usimg
discontent in Scotland to
further their own opportun-
ist aims. it is important that
a Trotskvist party put the
issue upon a sound Marxist-
Internationalist footing.

Instead the WRP. while
supporting nationalist move-
ments across the

of that infamous English
arrosance and views what 1s
happening here with an -
difference bordering on con-
tempt. .

To us the determined re-
sistance of our Irish compat-
riots to colonial rule has long
been a source of political
inspiration because n that
struggle we $fee a concrete
expression of our hopes and
aspirations.

The antagonisms born mnto
the British capitalist state
are at last beginning to boil
over.

Is the WRP going to get

scalded?’

" Rab MacDonald

. .

Pot black

I READ with some concern
the controversy in your pap-
“er regarding the use of can-
nabis. ' .

I find it hard to believe
that Peter Fryer can be so
naive as to maintain that
cannabis is less harmiul
than alcohol or tobacco.

For some vears 1 have
been forced to watch the
effects of cannabis on some

of the adolescents at the

comprehensive school at
which 1 teach.

I have had to witness the

sudden deterioration in the

school performance of many
who have taken to smoking
cpote’ .

I am led to believe that a
number of vicious and un-
provoked attacks on others
—— on sume occasions with
knives and other dangerous
weapons — were preceded
by the smoking of cannabis.

I do not state this lightly.
For some considerable time
I, together with other col-
leagues, have tried to pin-
point the precise nature of

the troubles that we encoun-

tered. ‘Although harder
drugs have not been un-
known at the school these
are not the main problem.
Neither are amphetamines.
Nor is glue-sniffing. It cer-
tainly is not alcohol.
We are now almost unani-
mously agreed that the prin-
cipal culprit is cannabis.

~We intend to publish our
findings in due course.

It is intleresting and en-
couraging to note that, when
we have persuaded youngs-
ters to give up cannabis,
there is usually a marked
improvement both in school
performance and in be-
haviour generaily.

My colleagues and I have
noticed that a frequent fea-
ture of cannabis abuse is the
loss of the ability to accept
reasonable criticism from
others or to be self-eritical.

Since this may lead to all
sorts of awkward social
situations, inciuding the tak-
ing of harder drugs, I would
suggest that this fact alone,
which appears to remain
ignored by the medical pro-
fession, should classify can-
nabis as a dangerous drug.

Jonathan Byart

.

'Hopping pot

I HAD intended to writé a
lengthy reply to Peter
Frver’s views (2 January) on

my attitude towards canna-

is. (12 ‘December)  but- the"

world.,
turns to Scotland with a hant

letter from London reader
W January) now makes this
hardly necessary.

‘L.ondon reader” makes an
exceptionally vahid point ab-
out the questionable nature
of much allegedly “objective’
medical evidence.

His letter also really high-

lichts the dangers of canna-
bis. He desceribes celearly
what harmful effeets the
drug has had on him. Over
the vears [ have encountered
dozens of similar cases
which mental disturbance
and distress has been caused
by the smoking of cannabis.

I have heard of many
more.

The fact that some people
can smoke the drug without
any immediately apparent.
adverse effeets is irrelevant.

In anyv case. as ‘London
reader’ points out, the
adverse effects of cannabis
can be very subtle.

I find it hard to undei'stand

"how Peter Fryer can main-

tain (> December) that can-
nabis is less harmful than
tobacco.

John Robins_on |

I
Cross pot

PETER FRYER’S articles
‘Police pot boiler’ (5 Decem-
ber) and ‘The dangers of
crying wolf’ (2 January)
were welcome contributions
on an issue which the WRP
has remained profoundly
ignorant, a fact reflected in
John Robinson’s letter ‘the
dangers of cannabis’ (12 De-
cember) which was pre-
judiced, misinformed and

- downright offensive.

As Peter showed in his
articles the vast bulk of re-
search into cannabis sup-
ports the conclusion of the
Wooten Report (1969) in that
the ‘long term consumption
of cannabis in moderate
doses has no harmful effects’
(paragraph 29). |

Estimates of the number
of people in the UK who have
smoked cannabis at least
once are as high as 4 million.

However it would be safe
to talk of several hundred
thousand who smoke/use
dope regularly to a greater
or lesser extent. |

The vast majority will nev-

~er show up on police/Home

Office files (or in JR’'s con-
sulting room), are not, never
have been and never will be
psychotic, and, as far as
capitalism in decay allows,
have jobs. -

JR’s method: ‘A’ smokes

dope, ‘A’ is psychotic; there-

fore dope causes psychosis,
is one which would be re-
jected by even bourgeois
sociologists let alone Marx-
1sts. B |

John’s rejection of Marxist

theory on this question leads
him to ignore the main point
that Peter was making — the

power and role of the state.

Along with the Prevention

of Terrorism Act, the Misuse

of Drugs Act has for years
given the police virtually un-
limited powers to stop and
search. enter houses, confis-
cate documents and intimi-
date and criminalise indi-
viduals and groups it
chooses. especially the
young and particularly
blacks (witness the police
raids on the Peace Convoy
and Brixton).

I was for years searched
and often stripped for no bet-
ter reason than ‘Your per-
fume smells suspicious’ or,

crime of erimes, ‘You sound-

ed happy’!

To describe dope smokers

as ‘brain damaged, unkempt
and deluded’. apart from
being ridiculous 1s also ra-
cist.

Cannabis came from the
colonies of British imperial-
ism and has been used in the
cultures of these countries
for centuries.

For groups of Rastata-

‘rians it is an important part-

RSN

of their culture.
Are these groups meap-
able “of holding down a job’

or having ideas which are -

‘trivial and not worthy of
consideration’? I
1 think not.

1f anvone ‘lacks adequate

knowledge™ on this subject. i
is surely John Robmson.
A Workers Press reader

Drugs and
Society

AS WAS indicated by Peter

~ Fryer in his reply to John

Robinson’s letter on canna-
bis, there are serious ques-

‘tions of methodeclogy In-

volved in how we interpret
behavoiuor supposedly re-
sulting. from the abuse of
cannabis (or any other drug).

Whether or not the be-
haviour John Robinson
claims to have observed In

“cannabis users is indeed con-

nected with the drug, empiri-
cist methods cannot resolve
this question. ‘. , . many us-
ers find it difficult to hold
down jobs (if indeed they can
get one in the f{first
place). . . ’ writes John
Robinson. Does he then be-
lieve that cannabis causes
unemployment? Surely not
—- yet that is the logic of his
argument. Does he believe
that a tendency ‘to blame
others. . . ’(namely society’
‘rather than themselves-
“namely the individual) is an
evasion, an expression of a
‘lack of self criticism’? Sure-
ly not — yet that is the logic
of his argument.

To make the point clearer:
the black youth of Brixton
make wide use of cannabis,
suffer around 80 per cent

~unemployment, are con-

vinced that they arethe vic-
tims of systematic police
harrassment — as opposed
to ‘imaginary police raids’,
are certainly netinclined to
blame themselves for their
predicament, nor do they
accept ‘professional’ critic-
ism of their behaviour and

lifestyle. All of this would fit

John Robinson’s observa-
tions of the severe effects of
cannabis abuse. If. this 1s
indeed so then perhaps this
socially enlightening drug is
worthy of recommendation!

The fact is that policing
policies towards black com-
munities are often rational-
ised as anti-drug campaigns
— and the victims are fre-
quently accused of paranoia
(there are also cases of In-

| carceration on this pretext).

How do we explain that

there is a massive drug prob-
lem affecting millions of the
socially deprived world-
wide? Are we to blame the
victims or seek to under-
stand the social conditions

responsible — which means

attempting to understand in
addition to physiological
effects of drugs the complex
social and psychological
aspects of drug dependance
and abuse. (Naturally these

are denied by many

bourgeois commentators or
reserved for excusing the
current indulgences of the
more privileged)

The comments of ‘A Lon-

don reader’ on bourgeois law -

and the implications for re-
volutionaries are also pohti-
cally questionable.
Bourgeois law is entirely
hypocritical in its attitude to
drugs: vast profits are made
out of saturation pill-pushing
by the pharmaceutical iIn-
dustry via legal medically
sanctioned outlets — many

of thesedrugs have serious

long-term effects and are
actually better described as
administered for the pur-
poses of social control rather
than therapeutic ones: proven
dangerous drugs which have
become unacceptable or
illegal in western markets
are dumped in the third
world: a blind-eye is turned
to the involvement of indi-
viduals from the ruling class
and the security forces in the
illegal trade in drugs whilst
hourgeois politicians and the

- media indulge in sickening

moralism-towards the plight

of milhions of addicts.

This reader says ‘breaking
the law can be politically
justified butl only when it
serves the purposce of world
socialist revolution’. Are we
then to condemn those ml- -
lions of women who resort to
illegal abortions? Or. mil-
lions of claimants who break
the law by undeclared work
‘on the side’? Or Hiegal m-
migranis? Are we todemand
that homosexual comrades
under 21 abide by the law?
This list could be very long.
For many millions to hve
within the law is a luxury
they cannotl afford and the
only political conclusion that
can drawn from moralistic
prescriptions for members
of a revolutionary party 1s
that we should recruit only
from the privileged and se-
cure sections of society, and
certainly not from outside
the ranks of the labour aris-
toeracy. Herein lies the poli-
tical connection with Healy-
ite moralism on such ques-
tions.

If we don’t understand that
the use of drugs by, for inst-
ance, unemployed working
class youth, is an expression
of desperation, alienation
and atomisation among
those who feel no hope for
the future, but instead join in
the reactionary moralistic
condemnation of Thatcher

‘and Company then our

capacity to recruit unem-
ployed youth and build the
party could be greatly 1m-
paired. The self hatred, an-
ger and frustration which
sometimes finds vivid ex-
g;essmn in drug abuse can

overcome and this anger
re-directed to the under-
laying cause of the problem.
In some estates plagued by
drug pushers the working
class have, on their own Iin-
itiative, organised to drive
out pushers and to give com-
munity support to addicts.
Clearly this response can
build self confidence, class
consciousness and class
organisation.

Borrowing from the
methodology and conciu- -
sions of bourgeois psychiat-
ry, the individualism and
moralism of bourgeois atti-
tudes to drug abuse and
other social problems, can
only serve to mis-educate
and mis-direct the party.
This represents a far greater
danger to the party than
either cannabis or alcohol
abuse. -

Louise Cerovecki

| - Sue Wilson
North London WRP

® This co?*respond_ence‘ 18
now closed — Editor

— |
‘What moves
aflory?

I GAINED the imprec: on
from Charlie Pottins’ front
page article on the Palesti-
nians last week that he was
floundering for a reason why
David Mellor had spoken out
about the conditions in the
camps. |

It has been reported (since

 denied by the Foreign Office)

that Mellor had a meeting
with the Kuwaiti govern-
ment’s representative on 4
December, apparently to en-
courage the Kuwaiti Invest-
ment Office to bail out the
Thatcher government over
the B.P. share collapse.

We can’t know for certain,
but I suggest that some sort
of deal was probably done
between Mellor and the

. Kuwaiti government, along

the lines of ‘Help us out with
BP and we will shout about
the Palestinians for a couple

of days.’ '

What we do know for cer-
tain is that Tory ministers
are not ‘moved’ by the plight

. of the Palestinians. British

imperialism is moved to pro-
tect its own strategic in-
terests in the region, and if
that includes a deal with
Kuwait which also saves
their greedy necks in this
country, so much the better.

.. Martin Westwood
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1968

Y most vivid and painful recollec-
tion of 1968 is of being picked up
bodily by two policemen and slung
over a low hedge on to the unyielding turf
of Grosvenor Square. |

Then, as I lay spread-eagled getting my
breath back, another policeman stepped
forward and kicked me, deliberately, dis-
passionately, and very hard, in the balls.

It’s a measure of the credulous inno-
cence of those days that I wrote a letter to
the ‘New Statesman’ about so common-
place an incident. The only results were a
farcical and fruitless inquiry, and an
anonymous postcard expressing the hope
that the kick was still painful and that it
had occasioned me permanent impotence
and infertility. |

- This memory was brought to mind by
Ronald Fraser’s just-published ‘1968:. A
Student Generation in Revolt’ (Chatto &
Windus, 14.95). | |

- Here is a collaborative effort by nine
oral historians in six countries — the
USA, West Germany, France, Italy, Bri-
tain, and Northern Ireland — who be-
tween them interviewed ‘more than 230
participants’ or ‘175 participants’ or ‘over
three hundred people who took part in the
student movements’.

All three figures are cited In various
places, though in fact only 172 people,
including such faded celebrities as Ber-
nadette Devlin McAliskey, Tariq Alj,
Daniel Cohn-Bendit, Robin Blackburn,
and Jack Straw, are named in the ‘List of
Contributors’ at the back. ‘1968’ claims

R AR

vt

al Column

“~

to be the first large-scale international
oral history of its kind and the first
comparative study of the student move-
ments in the six countries concerned.

Though some 350 pages long, 1t uses
only 5 per cent of the interview material

that was gathered. It is greatly to be

hoped therefore that the other 95 per cent
will in the fullness of time be placed on
public deposit at some convenient library,
so that historians and other students can
have access to 1t.

[t has to be said that ‘1968’ is sloppily
written and sloppily edited. The English
verb ‘to militate’ has not yet, thank
heaven, acquired the meaning of ‘to be
politically active’, and I hope never again
to see the ugly and unnecessary coinage
‘artisanal’. -

Such barbarisms result from hasty and
careless translation, and any half-way
competent editor would have spotted them
and stopped them getting into print.

It must also be said that this book is
short on what many readers of Workers
Press would recognise as serious political
analysis. What it’s long on, as one would
expect, is eyewitness accounts of particu-
lar struggles, before and after 1968 as well
as during that pivotal year.

So we revisit Berkeley in 1964, Madi-
son, Washington, Milan, Turin, and the
London School of Economics in 1967,

Grosvenor Square and Nanterre in March
1968, Paris in May 1968, the Long March
from Belfast to Derry in January 1969,
and many other scenes of occupation,
anger, rebellion, confrontation, repres-
sion, and, in the end, defeat.

These eyewitness accounts are {ire-
quently exhilarating and sometimes mov-
ing, though in the case of the May 1968
events in Paris a rather clearer picture of
what was going on can often be gained
from contemporary accounts: Solidarity’s
‘Paris: May 1968’, for instance (repub-
lished by Dark Star Press and Rebel Press,
1986), or even the somewhat breathless
reports from Paris by Paul Johnson in the

“New Statesman’, which its author would

probably prefer to remain buried in the

archives.
gy

| . Workers Press Saturday January 16

. It’s noteworthy how ‘1968’ really be-
gins to come alive when the working class
enters the scene: in Paris, when young
workers from the suburbs swarm in to join
the students on their barricades; in France

as a whole, when 9,000,000 workers come

out on strike against de Gaulle and hun-
dreds of thousands of demonstrators surge
through the streets; at Billancourt, where
Renault workers fraternise with students;
at Gennevilliers, where workers have a
dozen lorries loaded with stones ready to
plunge down on the police and, at a tar
plant, the tar is kept constantly boiling
and the hoses ready to spray it. . .

. In Turin, the Student-Worker League,
formed in the spring of 1968, argued —
against considerable student opposition —
for the need to link up with the working
class and called for a general assembly of
workers, at the university. .

Hundreds turned up, many of them
migrants, and poured out their feelings
about their miserable working conditions.
This led to an extraordinary grassroots
solidarity movement, with students pick-
eting the enormous Fiat Mirafiori plant,
students helping workers to write leaflets,
a massive strike movement, bloody
clashes with the police, and the election of
rank-and-file committees or workers’
councils throughout Italy’s industria
north. | .

In Naples, medical and engineering stu-
dents formed a safety and health commis-
sion to investigate conditions in a local
Olivetti factory. Eight hundred workers
left the factory to open a passage through
security guards to let them 1n.

. On a smaller scale, solidarity between
students and workers was expressed In
London, too, when siudents eccupyving the
LSE joined the picket lines of a building
workers’ strike nearby.

One British student at least drew two
important lessons from his 1968 experi-
ences. First, ‘students by themselves
would never get anywhere’. Second, ‘the
contribution of student activism, intelli-
gence, humour and organisational ability
had to go into the workers’ movement n

some way .

-

 Peter Fryev

. It’'s a great pity that, despite this
occasional flash of insight, ‘1968’ never
really gets to analytical grips with what
eventually emerges as its central theme:
the role of intellectuals in the revolution-
ary movement. There is plenty of raw
material here from which valuable lessons
could be drawn; but somehow they rarely
are. | '

A German ‘independent socialist’ contri-

" butor comes closest to the heart of the

matter when he speaks of the temptation
he felt as a student to let himself be

‘persuaded — by others, or by vanity — of

his own importance. | |
-~ ‘It’s not a coincidence that it was intel-

lectuals in revolt who so grossly over-

estimated themselves’, he says. This has
led him, he adds, to react strongly against
the kind of jargon whioch emerged at the
time. And indeed, some at least of the then
fashionable r-r-revolutionary rhetoric
does seem downright silly 20 years or so
later. | |

. On the other hand, students as well as

“workers were willing to fight and, in many

cases, to die for what they believed in. And
many of them learnt in a short time some
useful, if elementary, political lessons:
about tke sinister role of Stalinism, for
example, which did all it could by fair
means or foul to ‘contain’ the movement,
to prevent any serious threat to the
bourgeois state.

. ‘Now tell them to go home’ was more
than once the message from French CGT
bureaucrats to workers’ and students’
leaders.

Provided it’s read critically, ‘1968’ is a

useful contribution to our knowledge of

the not-too-distant past.
And, provided it’s read self-critically

from the movements it describes, and 1

1988 Page 13

 (some Marxists in the 1960s held aloof §

think they made a big mistake), this book |
can help arm and prepare us for the next §

round of major struggles.
It can do so above all, I think, by

sharpening our readiness to recognise new -
~ forms of struggle, however small or local-

ised, as the seeds of what can swiftly
become movements of major significance.
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LAST MONDAY'’S
Panorama demons-
trated, once again,
why the ruling class
loves secret ballots: it
gives television and
the press the opportun-
ity to distort issues,
sow confusion if it can,
‘and 1ndulge in crude
character assassina-
tion, as it did in Arthur
Scargill Evermore?, in
the hope of affecting
- the outcome of an elec-
- tion. | |
But on this occasion the
Job was so Ineptly hand-
led that, even from
‘Thatcher and the Coal
Board’s point of view, it
lost all plausability.

What miner in Britian
could believe that the four
fellow workers from Hatfield
Main in Yorkshire who

‘appeared in the programme -~

were a representative cross
section of the workforce?

Panorama tried to reduce
one of the most militant, left-
wing pits in the country to a
sorry quartet of thoroughly

contused men. The first
hero-worshiped Scargiil but
planned to vote for Walsh:
the second loathed Scargill’s
ideas and would definitely
vote for Walsh:; the third
reckoned there would never
again be an all-out strike in
the British coalfields but
would vote for Scargill; and
the fourth saw the future as
hopeless but would neverthe-
less vote for Scargill ‘out of
loyalty’. |

When the Hatfield Main
vote i1s known (I doubt it will
be less than 75 per cent for
Scargill) workers will be
able to draw their own con-
clustions regarding the
BB(C’s class-determined
sense of ‘balance’.

The main drift of the prog-
ramme was to give the im-
pression that pit closures
and the hardships endured
by miners and their families
during the year-long strike
were the fault of Arthur
Scargill. Unprecedented
attacks by the government

and the NCB did not enter
mto the equation.

Scargill’s methods of de-
fending his members in-
terests — I continue to para-
phrase — were now out of
date (according to Jimmy
Reid, who looked more out of
date and out of condition
than anything in the prog-
ramme), and miners had lost
faith in him.

In an attempt tQ prove this
point Panorama singled out
Wooley Colliery, where Scar-
gill had worked for 20 years
as a young man, and tried to
show how — despite Scar-
gill’s call to resist closure —
the men voted to shut the pit.
What the programme failed
to mention, of course, was
the enormous pressure the
men had been subjected to
by the Coal Board, with
promises of good jobs near-
by if they moved immediate-
ly. Given that they could
place no faith in the Coal
Board’s review procedure,
what other options were
open to them? Could this
really be construed as loss of
faith in Arthur Scargill?

The only line of dialogue
worthy of a wry smile in this
otherwise appalling prog-
ramme came from the lips of
Bert Ramelson, former in-
dustrial organiser of the
Communist Party, when he

said that Arthur Scargill had

‘always been Marxist

enough . . . ’. For those of
us who did not already know,

this is precisely what Marx-
1Ism means to leading Stalin-
ists: something you can have
‘more or less of’, rather like
cough mixture or an aphro-
disiac.

3 - On Saturday, at
2p.m. (BBC2), Luis Bunuel’s
unique film The Adventures
of Robinson CTrusoe. At
6.35p.m. (Radio 3), piano
Music for Four Hands, fea-

tures music by Debussy, .

Mozart and Mendelssohn. At
71.30p.m. (Radio 3), a musical
farce with music by Haydn,
L’infedelta delusa (infidelity
outwitted). At 10.10p.m.
(BBC1), Carrott Confiden-
tial. At 10.10p.m. (Radio 3),
Camden Jazz Festival pays
homage to Thelonious Monk.
At 10.15p.m. (Radio 4), The
Saturday Feature traces the
impact of tobacco on 17th

century English society. At

Electoral nter

11.55p.m. (BBC2), Josef von
Sternberg’s film, The Saga
of Anatahan.

. On Sunday, at 7.35a.m.
(Radio 3), Schnabel’s Beeth-
oven Concertos, the first of
five programmes in which
the incomparable Artur

Schnabel plays all five con-

certos. At 12.35p.m. (BBC1),
Farming looks at a feudal
relic:
1.30p.m. (C4), Opera on Four
presents Domenico Cimar-

osa’s The Secret Marriage.

At 7.15p.m. (BBC2), part two
of the series on the civil
rights movement in the US,
Eyes on the Prize. At
8.45p.m. (C4), The Modern
World: Ten Great Writers;

focusses on Joseph Conrad.
At 10p.m. (BBC2), Screen
Two presents Dead Lucky,
by Barbara Rennie. At
10.30p.m. (ITV), The South
Bank Show.

On Monday, at 12.25p.m.
(Radio 4), final part of
Raymond Chandler’s The
Big Sleep. At 6p.m. (BBC2),
Tay Garnett’s film The Joy
of Living. At 7.40p.m.
(BBC2), Barry Douglas plays
Beethoven. At 8.10p.m.
(BBC2), Horizon looks at the
crippling emotional illness,
manic depression. At 11p.m.
(C4), Radio Bikini, a power-
ful documentary shown at
the Edinburgh and London

film festivals last year. Us- -

ing previously unseen and
recently declassified archive
footage, Radio Bikini.tells of
the first, utteriy cynical,

- *American peacetime nuc-

lear weapon tests on the
Pacific atoll of Bikini in 1946.

On Tuesday, at 12.25p.m.
(Radio 4), part-two of John le
Carre’s The Spy Who Came
In from the Cold. At 9p.m.
(BBC2), an update of the 1948
film of the same name, John-
ny Belinda. At 9.30p.m.
(BBBC1), Peter McDougall’s
play, Down Where the Buffa-
o Go. At 10.35p.m. (ITV),
Viewpoint Special: The Last
Dream, with the loquacious
John Pilger. At 11.30p.m.
(C4), Off The Page, features
writer, Roger McGough.

On Wednesday, at 11a.m.
(Radio 4),
Dreams, a six-part review of
the turbulent year of 1968. At
9.30p.m. (BBC1), Q.E.D. in-
vestigates children’s nutri-

the tied cottage. At

The Year of

tion in Your Child’s Diet on
Trial. At 10p.m. (C4), McMil-
lan’s Mayerling, a ballet re-
corded for television at the
Royal Opera House in Co-
vent Garden.

On Thursday, at 2p.m.
(Radio 3), Verdi’s opera I
due Foscari. At 7.40p.m.
(BBC2), The Education Prog-
ramme looks at how the
Education Reform Bill will
affect vital research prog-
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Scargill dun'ng’ the miner’s strike

'REPUBLICAN PRISONERS OF WAR

ALBANY

HM Prison Albany, Newport, Isle of

Wight, PO30 5RS -

MARTIN BRADY, Life sentcnce, {1 19087.
HARRY DUGGAN, Life sentence,
338638. ~

BILLY  GRIMES,
78647.

SEAN KINSELLA, Life sentence,
758661. |

10-year sentence,

WORKERS REVOLUTIONARY PARTY

Basic Principles of Marxism

Six Lectures at GOnway Hall, Red Lion Square, WC 1. B

Friday, February 5, 1988, at 7.30.

The Crash of ’88.
WHAT are the implications of the financial and economic
- crisis for the working class?

Thursday, February 11, 1988, at 7.30.

| What is Revolution?
MARX understood the revolutionary transformation of
society as expressing the conflict between the advance
of the forces of production developed by human beings
and the sociai relations between them. |

Thursday, February 18, 1988, at 7.30.

| ‘What is Capitalism? o
WHY does the social system under which the working
class is exploited appear to some people to be in line
with ‘human nature’? How does this system operate, and

how will it be destroyed?

Friday, February 26, 1988, at 7.30.

The State and Revolution
HOW does the state exercise power over the working
class? Can that power be broken? What will take its
place? ' |

Friday, March 4, 1988, at 7.30.
The Russian Revolution, Stalinism and Trots- -

kyism.

SEVENTY years ago, the Russian workers, led by the
Boisheviks, overthrew Tsarism and capitalism, and the
world socialist revolution began. The rise of a bureacra-
cy within the Soviet state led to the betrayal of the

~revolution, but not its destruction.

Thursday, March 10, 1988, at 7.30..

The Fourth International Today.
FIFTY years ago, Trotsky led those who fought to
continue the work to prepare the world revolution in the
foundation of the Fourth International, World Party of
Socialist Revolution. After decades of crisis, the time has
come for the re-founding of the FI.

READING:

Cliff Slaughter, Marx and Marxism

Marx and Engels, The Communist Manifesto

Marx, Wage Labour and Capital

Lenin, The State and Revolution

Trotsky, The Death Agony of Capitalism and the Tasks

of the Fourth International

~ ROBSON'S CHOICE

erence by BB

rammes such as those at
Hull University. At 8p.m.

(C4), The New Enlighten-

ment, which purports to
chart the history of social-
ism and explain why govern-
ments ‘are now turning
away from planning and
back to market forces'. At
8.10p.m. (BBC2), another
shice of Max Hastings’ The
War in Korea.

- On Friday, at 7.30p.m.
(Radio 3), Lord Byron’s

MICHAEL J McKENNEY, 16-year sent-
ence, L46486. |

EDDIE O’'NEILL, 20-year sentence,
135722. -

PARKHURST
HM Prison Parkhurst, Newport, Isle of
Wight, PO30 5NX
PATRICK HACKETT, 20-year sentence,
342603.
PAUL NORNEY, Life sentence, 863532

. SEAN McSHANE, B75898.

TOMMY QUIGLEY, Life sentence

69204. |
PETER SHERRY, Life sentence,

. B875880.

LONG LARTIN |
HM Prison Long Lartin, South Little-
ton, Evesham, Worcs, WR11 5TZ
LIAM BAKER, 20-year sentence,
464984,
JAMES BENNETT, 20-year sentence,
464989.
PETER JORDAN, 15-year sentence,
H22338. S -
eDDIE BUTLER, Life sentence, 338637.
ROBERT CUNNINGHAM, 20-year sent-
ence, 131877.
GERRY CUNNINGHAM, 20-year sent-
ence, 132016.
JOHN McCOMB, 17-year sentence,
B51715.
HUGH DOHERTY, Life sentence,
338636.
VINCE DONNELLY, Life sentence,
274064.

- INNOCENT MEN AND
WOMEN FRAMED BY THE
BRITISH POLICE:

CAROLE RICHARDSON, 290719, HM
Prison Styal, Wiimsliow, Cheshire
PATRICK ARMSTRONG, HM Prison
Gartree.

G.(DANNY) McNAMEE, 25-year sent-
ence, HM Prison, Parkhurst

PATRICK McLAUGHLIN, 30-year sent-
ence, HM Prison, Gartree

GERARD CONLON, 462779, HM Prison
Long Lartin. .
PAUL HiLL, 462778, HM Prison .Long

- Lartin.

JUDITH WARD, HM Prison Durham.
HUGH CALLAGHAN, 509499, HM Pris-
on, Wormwood Scrubs.

JOHN WALKER, 509484, HM Prison,
“Wormwood Scrubs.

BILLY POWER, 509498, HM Prison,
Wormwood Scrubs.

GERARD HUNTER, 509495, HM Prison,

- Wormwood Scrubs. .
RICHARD McILKENNY. 509497. HM
Prison, Wormwood Scrubs.

PADDY HILL, 509496, HM Prison,
Wormwood Scrubs.

They are all serving life and in the case of
Carole Richard_son, indetinite detention.

dramatic poem Manfred. At
11.10p.m. (BBC2), Luchino
Visconti’s haunting film,
Death in Venice, based on
the novel by Thomas Mann.
At 11.30p.m. (C4), first in a
new series, Ghosts in the
Machine, a new video-art
production which ‘catapults
a party of modern American
tourists into the world of
Sergel Eisenstein’s classic
’1€926 film Battleship Potem-
mn.

MAIDSTONE = -
HM Prison County Road, Maidstione,
Kent | | S
DONAL CRAIG, 4-year sentence,
L40579.

GARTRE:=
HM Prison Gartree, Leicester Rd, Mar-
ket Harborough, Leics, LE16 7RP

" RONNIE MCCARTNEY, Life sentence,

463799.
STEPHEN NORDONE. Life sentence

- 758663. ~

JOE O'CONNELL, Life sentence,
338635 |
PATRICK McLAUGHLIN, 30-year sent-
ence.

ROY WALSH, Life sentence, 119083.

LEICESTER -
HM Prison Welford Rd, Leicester, LE2

7AJ

PAUL KAVANAGH, Life sentence, 1888.
GERARD McDONNELL, Life sentence,
B75882.

BRIAN KEENAN, 21-year sentence,

- B26380.

PATRICK McGEE, Life sentence,
B75881.

DURHAM
HM Prison Durham, Oid Elvert Street,
Durham.
MARTINA ANDERSON, Life sentence,
D25134. -
ELLA ODWYER, Life sentence,
D25135. ' g

FRANKLAND -
HM Prison Finchale Ave, Brasside,
Durham

- WILLIAM ARMSTRONG, Life sentence,

119085
BRENDAN DOWD, Life senterce,
758662
PAUL HOLMES, Life sentence, 115034,
CON McFADDEN, 20-year serence,
130662.

WAKEFIELD -
HM Prison Love Lane, Wakefield, W
Yorks. WF2 9AG |
NATALINO VELLA, 15-year sentence,

B71644.
NOEL GIBSON, Life sentence, 879225.

REMAND PRISONERS:
BRIXTON
HM Prison, Jebb Avenue, Brixton, |
London SW2 5XF. . |
LIAM McCOTTER, LB83693
PATRICK McLAUGHLIN, LB83694.

LIAM QUINN, 49930

We thank An Cumann Cathrach, Britisﬁ section, fdr

supplying and updating this informaticn.

L .
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EXHIBITION . m

Edinburgh International: Reason and Emotion
in Contemporary Art: Exhibition at Royal Scot-

tish Academy, Princes Street, Edinburgh uniil 14
February

) . . e .
L] : .

AT THE physical and metaphorical centre of
this surprising but serious exhibition is a huge
‘double room containing six wall-sized paintings
by Sol Le Witt, collectively entitled ‘Form and
Colour 1987’; and a towering, blunted column of
‘basalt blocks by James Lee Byars. The Jatter is

called ‘Figure of Death’.

Reading something ab-
out the authors of these
ambitious creations in
the exhibition catalogue
(edited by Douglas Hall)

- — a book which strives

hard to be helpful without

being patronising, but

some of which is so allu-
sive as to be, in my opin-
ion, inaccessible to all but
a limited circle of people
— provides one possible
key to the sort of discus-
sion ‘Edinburgh Interna-
tional’ should, and is

perhaps intended to, pro-

voke.

Byars, we are mformed by
a coniributing critic, sees art
as ‘a unity capable of gather-

‘Ing into itself the Cosmic All,

as one page among the pages
of the Great Book, in which
each page contams all the
others.’

For him, art is ‘an esoteric
message, a probable indica-
tor of possible paths, of con-

 verging routes that bring the
out-there and the in-there,

East and West, closer
together. . . a journey of in-
itiation into consciousness
and knowledge. .
strument ot Individual and
collective liberation., an
ethical system that aims. at
recomposing the fragments
within one smgle body.’
(p.68)

But, just. when you are
thinking that that doesn’t
leave much for the rest of
life to be about, you are
assured that most of us do
not need to worry since ‘a
work of art, an exhibition, as

too a thought that affirms

. an iIn-

the potential inherent within
an object, are for him by all
means manifestations of the
power of being, but they are

first and foremost deliber-

ately ephemeral signals, for
those few who would in any
case have happened upon

them more or less by accl-

dent.’

Le Witt's work one of the

exhibition selectors Martin
Kunz, tells us in his version
of its rationale (the other
selectors, Hall and Michael

Compton also have their

say), is ‘classical’ in the pla-

tonic sense of the ‘embodi-

ment of the pure idea’ (p.27).

It has been chosen as the
single example of this form

of classicism, since the
selectors came.to see ‘how
rare such a pure realisagion

of this concept is today. So

Le Witt forms as it were the
backone of the exhibition.’

- Yet the contemporaneity
of this form of pure idealism,

another critic remarks (pp.
104-105), lies In 1ts repeata-
bility.

- Le Witt formulates his
grand designs his ‘wall
drawings’, as concepts
which can, in principle, be

‘executed by anyone In vari-

able circumstances without
loss of authenticity.

If you happen to have a

certain technical ability, and

access to a large enough
space, you can presumably
bring into being, not a repro-
duction Le Witt, but the thing

itself.

Now, what do these two
ideas — that of art as all

embracing philosophy

which, however, only the

- already 1nitiated happen

upon, and that of art as the

- ‘Wall Drawing No. 260', Sol Le Witt (not in exhibition)

“‘value’

- ‘Figure of Death’, 1986 James Lee Byafs

infinitely repreducible con-
cept — do for the great 2ultu-
ral questions of today?

Does art — which has its
cwn laws to be sure and must
be permitted to explore their
evolution 1n its own way —
have no responsibility even
to ask questions about how
its search for pure forms and

new content relates to the

struggles and consciousness
of the masses?

Is everything to be recon-
ciled in the continuing appro-
xImations to ultimate
perfection which a few peo-
ple may chance to see — and
notice — in a private collec-
tion, an art gallery or even a

| publlc building?

And how can the concept of
imposed by a de-
generate capitalist economy
seeking objects in which to
secure private wealth (for
example a painting by Van
Gogh which the artist could
not sell for a sou a hundred

- years ago now sells for mil-

lions) stand up in the light of
the infinitely. repeatable con-
cept?

If an exhibition llke this

."_were, able to generate wide

‘repellent ‘Black Bath’,

ranging discussion on such

matters perhaps it might ful-

fil the subversive purpose to
which some of the allusions

in the catalogue — 1f I under-.

stood them — seem to be
aspiring.

It could be a contribution

to the defeat of the philistin-

ism of the ‘gilded youth’ of
Thatcher’s entourage the
Mamon-worshipping City

- set, and their international

equlvalents, whose control
over the resources neces-
sary for a real flourishing of
art is satirically mourned in
‘Edinburgh International’ by

the Scots poet and sculp tor. '

Ian Hamilton Flnla
beautifully simple, hlStOI‘-
ically articulate ‘Aphrodite
of the Terror’.

Important quastions .afe
addressed in this exhibition,
and

Witt, the compulsive attrac-
tion of Rebecca Horn’s Oiltil’lly

e
tactile wit of Hamilton Fin-
lay, to name but three out of
the 19 American, British,
Italian, French and West

nature of

sensuous experiences
are to be had by visiting it:
the grand simplicity of Le

‘Aphrodite of the Terror:’, 1987 lan Hamih‘on Finlay

‘German artists represented.

Yet there 1s an uneasy air
to the show as a whole. This
permeates right through
from the lack of an 1m-
mediately apparent, all-

encompassing unity in the-

exhibits themselves, to the
well-meaning but often

‘obscure tone of the cata-
logue’s attempt tentatively
ex-

to supply a theme by
plaining the multi- facetted
‘post-Modernist’
classicism in contemporary
art, and even to the way the
exhibition 1s promoted.

Much is made of the idea
that Edinburgh, as a centre
of the 18th century Enlight-
enment and the hame of the

British Establishment’s ma-

jor post World War 1l arts

festival, should be bringing

its citizens — and all who
will come here in winter —
coherently into contact with
international developmeiits
in contemporary art.

The imposing eclassicism-

of the Royal Scottish
Academy itself is highlight-

ed in the explanation af the .

principles underlying the ex-
hibition and in some of the

| exhibits themselves

But the incongruous bill-
board al the periphery of the
Academy’s mid-19th century
portico promising a cafe
within, and the makeshift
nature of this welcome facil-
ity, suggest a degree of un-

~certainty about which

citizens are expected to

~attend and just how angry

about capitalism’s hostility
to genuine creativity in art
they are supposed to be when
they leave.

Are we, in other words.
being 1nv1ted to participate
in an exercise in justifying
art galleries to the gov-
ernmental philistines by get-
ting the ordinary punters in?

Or are we partncnpatlng in
a genuine statement agamst
phlhstmlsm ?

It 1s difficult to say. But
Byars monumental ‘Figure
of Death’ 1s perhaps a sym-
bol not only of our ineluct-
able mortality, but also of an
aggressive creativity which
will not be suppressed.

TERRY BROTHERSTONE




~scribing

~don on 12 January.

mmers

to support

majority for Arthur Scargill in the ballot for the

National Union of Mineworkers presidency, to |

the deep embarrassment of the Communist Par-

Chairing the recently
publicised Scottish Com-
mittee to Re-elect Arthur

Scargill (SCRAS) is victi-

" mised miner Michael

McGahey junior, son of

the now retired area pres-
ldent Mick McGahey.

McGahey senior’s fellow-
Communist Party member, -
George Bolton, has foisted a
policy of ‘no nomination’ on

the Scottish leadership, in

- what can only be seen as a

shamefaced attempt to boost
the chances of right-wing
challenger John Walsh.

A dispute over use of the |

union rule book at one Fyfe
branch will come to a head
this weekend as pro-Scargill
miners seek to overturn
what they are convinced was
an unconstitutional -vote to
back the area executive line.

Should this result in a shift
to a pro-Scargill recom-
mendation a majority of

- branches in the area will
- have come out against the

executive policy, in what
would amount to a vote of no
confidence in Bolton and his

‘Labourite area secretary,

Eric Clarke.

Clarke has already faced
resignation calls when
addressing a meeting of
Lothian miners in an
attempt to justify the execu-
tive’s position. Both Lothian
branches, Monktonhall and
his own Bilston Glen snub-

~ bed him by commg out for.
Scarglll ’

- Ayrshire- has taken the

same position leaving the

Belton-Clarke line with
branch suppert only in the
official Communist Party’s
last remaining serious
sphere of influence in Fyfe.

Bolton’s conception of
leadership was further ex-
posed with Rritish Coal’s de-
cision to close..the Seafield
colliery at Kirkcaldy with
the loss of 670 jobs.

With one .economist de-
‘this as
‘Armageddon’ for the Scot-

tish coalfield, Bolton was at

pains to downplay this warn-
ing and to place the burden
of dec1d1ng whether to resist

ty-dommated Scottish leadershlp of the union.

BY A SCOTTISH

|
CORRESPONDENT |

-closiure entirely on the shoul-
ders of the Seafield men
themselves.

He welcomed the tentative
possibility of the re-opening
of nearby Frances colliery,
floated by British Coal’s
Scottish area director
George McAlpine as a
sweetener to encourage pas-
sive acceptance of the Sea-
field decision.

McAlpine made it clear
that any consideration given
to this project would not be a
concession to public concern

~about the Sottish economy,

but would be tied to boosting
profits through flexible
working and a six-day week.

Scargill’s ofposition to
capitulation on these issues
is praised by SCRAS which

— 1n its paper ‘M1ner Elec-

tion Special’ — endorses his
claim that it would lead to
the closure of 32 more pits
and the loss of up to 40,000

- Jobs in the BI‘ltISh coalfields

as production i1s increased at
the larger pits.

The SCRAS election state-
ment particularly endorses
Scargill’s call for all miners
to rejoin the NUM and his
rejection of the conciliatory
attitude, pioneered before
his retlrement by Mick
McGahey senior, towards
the breakaway so-called Un-
1on of Democratic Minewor-

- kers.

SCRAS points out that

Scargili has honoured his

1981 pledge ‘to fight relen-

tlessly for pits, JObS and a.
- decent basic wage.” He has
- still stayed loyal to the mem-
| bershlp ‘desplte the most vi-

cious attacks from the Tory
government, British Coal
and the media made against

~any trade union leader since
- A.J. Cooke,’

it says.

‘The Tories are in-
creasmgly desperate to
privatise our industry,’
warns the election state-
ment{, ‘opening the door to

the multi-national com-
panies that make huge pro- -

fits by exploztmg our Black

| colleagues in South Africa.

THE closure of my chlldren S school St Andrews_ |

High in East Kilbride, was first proposed three

months ago.

My reaction at the tlme
was disbelief, because

the school was only built :
~ eight years ago.

At the Parent-Teacher

|- Association meeting, there

was standing room only.
There are 696 pupils at the
school, and most of their pa-
rents were there. Subse-
quent meetings on the clo-
sure threat have all been as
large.

The main speakers were

two members of the local
Review Group set up by

1 Strathclyde Region for
- schools in the area: the local

Regional councillor, Pat

- | -Watters, and Norman Blssell
-1 from the teachers
1 The roposal was that St
| Andrew’s should merge with
. St Bride’s, which is two-and-
f “a-half miles away.

SCOTTISH MINERS are orgamsmg for a large

union

It was

pointed out that St Andrew’s
~was not just a school, that
~after it closes at 4:00 1t is

used for adult education
classes, parent- toddler

groups, old ‘age pensioners’
groups and youth activities.

Lobby against

r_ BY IAN McCORMICK _

It also has a very good
academic record: it ‘is the

“right -size to ensure a good

relationship between staff,
and pupils.

It is obvrous that 1f the
closure is allowed, pupils’

education will suffer. A

school of 700 pupils will be
added to one that already
has over 800 of its own. This
is going to happen all over
Strathclyde — and although
the council denies that there
will be redundancies among
teachers and other staff, it
‘will inevitably come to that_

.In the end,

As a result, children due to
take exams are thinking of
leaving school early. The
proposed . closure 1s proving
extremely disruptive, espe-
ctally for those pupils who

like my daughter are prepar- .

ing to sit exams this
summer. |

Local review group meet-

ings were held in East Kil-
bride.

The publlc were .
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admitted but on condltlon

‘that they were completely

sllent. The meetings were at
1:00 pm in the afternoon, so

“many parents had to leave

early In order to collect

S younger children. -

for the retention of all

- schools. Other members of
this group came up with

some hair-raising proposals:
at one point, one of them
suggested merging primary

‘and secondary schools

" The review group ended its
deliberations at the begin- .

ning of December. There
was agreement that all East
Kilbride schools should re-
main open, except for Jack-
ton, the smallest primary
school. But the chairman,
Mr Andrew McGowan,
Labour Regional councillor

for Cambuslang, would give

no commitments.

These decisions went to
the central Regional Review

“Group — and last week we
were told that five schools in

East Kilbride would go: St
Andrews’ High, Hurber
High, and three prlmary
schools.

The Review Group meet-

ings were a complete sham

'because this central Rev1ew
Group had obviously made
up its mind already. The
Tories’ general strategyisto

- pauperise the working class

with cuts in health, educa-

tion and social services. On .

Pat Watters and Norman = the issue of school closures,

" Bissell fought consistently -

working class people are
identifying Stratheclyde’'s
Labour-controlled regional
council with the Tories — a-
Labour council who were

given a massive mandate at

the last election to fight the
Tory cuts.

Don’t they care what v;nll
happen to their votes in the

~ coming regional elections?

Or are they so out of touch
with people who voted for
them and who pay their

‘wages?

Those coum:tllors who
voted for the cuts should be
identified, and made to face

‘the parents and the whole

working class, at local level.

» Ihave voted Labour all my

life, and advocated that
other peopie should vote for
- them, critically.

‘These councillors should
be replaced by those willing
to flght for socialist policies
beginning with the fight
against the cuts.

Strathclyde t reat

HUNDREDS OF parents and teachers will lobby
Strathclyde Regional Council’s ruling Labour

group on Monday, when it meets to discuss

proposals to close 69 schools.

Council leader Charles Gray and hls right-
wing allies will recommend acceptance of prop-

secondary schools,

| -osals from a Review Group which would close 22
44 primaries, two nursery
schools and a spec:al school — and cut Strath-_

clyde’s educaticn spending by£12 million.

The threatened school
cuts have provoked a fu-
rious reaction in Strath-
clyde’s huge housing
schemes and new towns,
where 1t will mean a dras-

~ tic lowering of education-

al standards and loss of

community facilities.

In Easterhouse, a series of
protest meetings have been

held in the threatened West-

wood School, and last Tues-

~day parents there invited

anti-closure groups from

throughout Strathclyde —

Britain’s largest local au-
thority with a population of
2.4 million — to a joint

- meeting.

‘The Easterhouse parents
leaders have warned that
they will campaign against
Labour at the coming Dis-
trict council elections if clo-

sures go ahead. .
- There have been public

meetings in nearby Cranbhill,

Spririghbhurn and Royston,

and in East Kilbride new
town ‘There have also heen

~ splitting

- BY SIMON PIRANI

protests In Paisley: right-
wingers and Tories have

‘used the threatened closure

plan as an opportunity to
dernand privatisation of the
local grammar school.

The school closure issue is
the labour move-
ment locally into two camps.

In East Kilbride, the

Trades Council, Dlstrlct

" Council and local Labour Re-

gional councillor have all de-
clared full support for the
fight against cuts. Many

teachers in the closure-hit

areas have vowed backing
for the campaign.

" But now a ‘middle-of-the-
road’ position — that the Re-
, gional Review Group’s plan
is an ‘unacceptable scale of
closures, and if a few schools
were knocked off the list it
would be OK — is being put
about by the Stalinists of the
and
‘lefts’, to try and find a way
of makmg people swallow

Commumst Party

the cuts.

to schools

" Advertiser Charges Heduced

THE FOUR arrested on
the picket line at the
North London Advertiser

 dispute had the charges

against them reduced
‘when they appeared be-
fore magistrates at Hen-

News editor Howard

Hannah, reporter Susan

Doyle, vice-chair of Brent
Trades Council, Tom
Durkin, and a bystander,

Ivor Segal pleaded not

guilty to obstruction.
They were originally

charged with wilfully ob-
structing .the police. -

After solicitor Mark
- Stephens, for Hannah, Doyle
- and Durkin, said the defence
‘planned to call between

twelve and fourteen witnes-
ses and expected the hearing
to last for two days, the case

was adjourned until Friday 6 -

May with the followmg Mon-

day set aside for the hearing
to continue.

- Before the hearmg the four
attended a mass picket out-

- side the free sheet’s Ballards

Lane, Finchley office, just

up the road from Margaret
Thatcher’s constituency

office. More than 70 suppor-
ters heard NUJ president
Lionel Morrison, and vice-
president Barbara Gunnell,
reaffirm the union’s hardlme

support for the strlke When
the four arrived at the court
they were cheered by a
second picket of NUJ and
Brent’s council members.

The dispute arises out of|
the compulsory redundancy;
of six journalists, including|
the sports editor, who had
worked there for seven|.
- years, and the subsequent
sacking of eight others who
came to the support of the

- SIX.

Given the overall level of
Tory attacks on the Labour
movement, no cuts, closures
or job losses are ‘accept-

able The closure program-

me must be rejected out-
right, not because it is going
a bit too far.

When the Regional Council

| workmg party report ‘Adapt-

ng to Change’ — which
advocated closures on the
grounds of falling numbers

~

~of pupils — was first pub-
lished, the regional lead-

ership of the Educational In-

‘stitute of Scotland (EIS)
teachers’ union rejected it,

and warned of strike action
against closures. They were
supported by the Strathclyde
Joint Trades Union Commit-
tee (SJTUC) which brings
together all unions repre-
senting the Region’s 90,000
employees.

Then began a series of.
manoeuvres to soften this
outright opposition.

@® — The most shameful role
was played by the Glasgow
Trades Council, which is
dominated politically by the
Communist Party. Last
Wednesday night, an
emergency resolution from
the EIS’s Glasgow Associa-
tion, calling for the council to
back the anti-closure cam-
paign, was defeated by 33
votes to 24.

The decision — Wthh
breaks the most basic rules
of trade union solidarity —
was supported on the
grounds that the EIS motion
was ‘badly-worded’ and ‘in-
sufficiently debated’. -
® — National leaders of the
EIS met at the Presidents’

- Council last Frlda and de-
- cided that Monday'’s lobby of

Strathclyde should be sup-
ported only by 400 EIS dele-
gates, cufting across calls
from Strathclyde associa-
tions for a one- -day all—out

- strike.

This decision not only
helped take the heat off the
Regional councillors, who
should be getting ‘roasted
alive’ on the issue, but also

-sought to put future EIS ac-

tion firmly under the nation-

\al leadership’s control.

® — At last Monday’s
Strathclyde Region EIS ex-
ecutive, calls for all-out

strlke action this Monday,
from Lanarkshire and Dun-
bartonshire associations,
were put aside: instead the
llmlted lobby and a cam-
paign of area-by—area
strikes, strictly under the
control of the EIS national
leadership, was agreed.

Members of the-Scottish
Federation of Socialist
Teachers, who argued for
all-out strike on Monday,
fear that the campalgn will
be centred on the ‘unaccept-

- able level’ of closures —

openmg the door for a future
‘compromise’.

The danger is that if the

- Regional Council agrees to

reduce the list of school clo-
sures, EIS national leaders

' may agree to them over loc-

al teachers’ heads.

This is the same EIS lead-
ership which signed the rot-
ten sell-out deal on teachers’
salaries, hours and condi-
tions a year ago — a miser-
able capitulation, which it-
self gave the Tories and

right-wing councillors the

green light for their propos-
als on school boards,
nationally-dictated curricula
. and school closures.

® — EIS members must
fight for a strike campaign,
under the control of regional
and local bodies, on the pOll-
cy of ‘NO closures NO cuts’.

® — Other trades umomsts

in education must join In

such actions and the closest
links built with working-
class parents who are fight-
ing to defend local . educa-
tion.

® Trade unionists must

back the anti-closure cam-
paign; branches affiliated to

- Glasgow Trades Council

should fight for its pos1t10n fo
be reversed. |

@ — Labour Party members
must fight for these council-
lors that voted for, and re-
commended, cuts ‘and clo-
sures, to be 'de-selected and
thrown out of their positions.

A storm should be raised
in every Labour Party
branch and constituency
against those who have bet-
rayed the countless man-
dates given them by the
working class to re51st the
Tory cuts.
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