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‘Bring down

Thatcher!

THE CRISIS engulfing the National Health Ser-
vice has revealed a deep social crisis that will
only be solved by the overthrow of capitalism
and the establishment of socialism.

The forces for this overthrow were present on the
100,000 strong 5 March TUC march i_n London, as well
as amongst the 10,000 who marched in Glasgow on the

same day.

All the anger against BY THE EDITOR .|
the Thatcher government - =

was plain to see amongst The working class is
the miners, teachers, hos-  gj.x and tired of Labour
pital workers, students, Party leaders who every
seafarers, printers, coun- waeek ask their ritual
cil workers, old age pen-  ,,estions to Thatcher in
sioners, Ford workers, (he House of Commons,

garment workers and ,owin what her
others whg took to.the _,..wers %vill be.

streets. They are sick and tired
One thing was not pre- ¢ trage union leaders

sent. A leadership willing w1, refyse to unite the
to take this movement (,.kine class for an all-
forward to victory. out struggle to bring this
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One h‘pndro;:l thousand turn ut for 5 March TUC march. for the NHS

hated government down.

Like millions of work-
ers, these leaders know
that all the scientific and
technical means to solve
the acute problems of dis-
ease and sickness are

available.

They remain unused
because they are control-
led by capitalist monopo-
lies who are interested
not in the health of ordin-
ary people but in the pro-
fits of their corporatiens.

Thatchers’s privatisa-
tion of the health service
means that only the rich
will be able to benefit
from these advances. The
poor, the unemployed,
the sick will suffer
second-rate freatment, or
none at all. They will be

left to live in pain or to

~die.

Why do the Labour
leaders refuse to take up
a fight against Thatcher?

They are reformists.
They use the working
class to win minor con-
cessions from capitalism,
but when those conces-
sions are no longer avail-
able they become police-
men, disciplining the
working class on behalf of
the capitalist state.

They desperately want
to confine the struggle of
the working class to futile
protests, knowing that
this must eventually de-
moralise the class and
lead to its defeat.

This was their strategy
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BUILD REVOLUTIONARY LEADERSHIP

throughout the miners’
strike and the year long
struggie of printers at Wap-
ping.

The presence of both
groups on the demonstration
underlines yet again the fai-
lure of the trade union and
labour leaders.

Tens of thousands of
nurses, doctors and other
health workers have for
years struggled to patch up a
crumbling health service.
But it can no longer be patch-
ed up.

Attempts to keep the ser-
vice going with inadequate
resources leads to lack of
attention for patients, grow-
ing waiting lists for those
desperately seeking treat-
ment and stress illnesses for
the hospital workers.

The responsibility for ‘this
pain and suffering lies with
those leaders in the move-
ment who set out to break up

the fight against Thatcher

A new leadership must be
built to replace these time-
servers now at the head of
the movement.

We must say loud and
clear throughout the move-
ment: ‘Enough is enough!
Either lead the fight against
the Tory government or you
will be removed.’

The 14 March strike must
not remain yet another pro-
test. One day actions must
be supported. But they will
not remove the Tory govern-
ment or save the NHS.

Jnly the mobilisation of
the full strength of the work-
ing class to bring down the
Tories can do that.

The building of a lead-
ership in the working class is
the most decisive question of
the hour. We urge you to join
us in this task.

Workers Press:
a statement

1. In last week’s Werkers Press we were compelied to
make clear that the cost of production of this paper
has far exceeded the income from sales and fund. We
have now decided to stop publication of the paper.

2. Our international work and the carrying of our
policies in the rapidly mounting class struggle in
Britain have made it imperative to develop new
publications and new forms of work. Together with the
Preparatory Committee for the International Confer-
ence of Trotskyists, we now intend to publish a
theoretical magazine directed at the decisive question
of reveolutionary leadership — the resolution of the
crisis of the Fourth International.

3. Our Party Congress on 20/21 February (see last
week’s Workers Press) brought a real advance in
clarification of the urgency of the task of building the
Fourth International, what kind of Party we are
building, and of the political questions facing the
working class. Rejecting this, a faction of some 10-12
people led by W. Hunter walked out.

4. The newly-elected Central Commitiee of the WRP
meets on Sunday to discuss all aspects of the Pariv’s
work, including in particular the form of our publica-
tions after this week.

5. The political statement of the Central Committee
will be published for all Party members, readers and
supporters.

The Political Commitiee

Workers Revolutionary Farty
8/3/88
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IN a recent speech Mikhail Gorbachev elabo-

rated on his conception on the projected Soviet

withdrawal from Afghanistan. The Soviet gov-

~ernment, he explained, was not going to insist

on a pro-Soviet regime in Kabul before the
army leaves, so long as the US doesn’t demand
a pro-American one.

This cynical move, with its complete disre-
gard of the rights and interests of the people of

Afghanistan, is as much in the long tradition oi
Stalinist treachery, as the Soviet invasion itself.

‘It was received with rapturous applause in the

western press. That was no surprise.

More interesting, however, was the response

in Pretoria. General Magnus Malan, Botha’s
defence minister, took the opportunity in a
speech last week of commenting on Gor-
bachev’s remarks: ‘We realise’, he said ‘that a

future government in Angola, seen against the
tension of East and West, must certainly follow

a non aligned and neutral political attitude.
South Africa is prepared to live with that’.

- Of course, it would be naive to tAke such a
statement at its face value. It is designed
primarily to put pressure on the Americans,
threatening to undermine Washington’s plans
in southern Africa, if the US does not give more
direct backing to the apartheid regime.

But what is more important is the role that

Botha’s government sees for Moscow in south-
ern Africa. South Africa’s. war against Angola
gets more and more costly. Angolan forces,
now with modern Soviet and Cuban equipment
and backing, are forcing greater South African
involvement behind the Unita guerrilas.

- Botha and his friends never cease to express
their hatred for communism. But Pretoria’s
signal to Moscow is clear: perhaps we can find
agreement — even ditching Unita if necessary
— in the face of the danger of revolution.

The support given by Moscow and Havanna
to the Angolan government since the defeat of
Portugese imperialism was, on the surface,
entirely progressive. But, like every other ac-
tion of the Soviet bureaucracy, it must be seen
in the context of the international character of
stalinism. Every such ‘progressive’ action car-
ries with it the opposite significance. All Mos-

- cow backing for anti-imperialist struggle be-

comes a bargaining counter in the deals of the
bureacuracy with imperialism.

The real subject of the General’s message is
therefore the South African revolution itself.
The fight to defeat and destroy the apartheid
regime is inseparable from the world socialist
revolution. As such, it must be threatened by
the foreign policy maneouvres of Moscow,

which are aimed at the defence of the interests

and priveleges of the anti-socialist
bureaucracy.

Every fighter for the liberation of southern

Africa must take careful note of Malan s friend-
ly wave ‘to Gorbachev.

Joe Gordon on far right of picture

SHOP STEWARDS at Ford’s PTA plant in
Dagenham have carried a resolution by 20 votes
to 19 that opposes any unconstltutlonal’ actior
and backs the management in re-staffing jobs in

dispute.

This resolution has now
become shop steward
policy and is being en-
forced in the plant.

At the moment the deci-

sion has been imposed on
one section who have
been put on six months’
probatlon and will apply
to the whole plant when
convenor Joe Gordon
signs the document with
the management.

Workers who now exer-
cise their right to with-
draw their labour 1iIn
order to resist manage-
ment attacks will not re-
ceive the stewards com-
mittees’ backing and
may be laid open to victi-
misation. Stewards who
support their members
taking such action are
disowned.

- This dangerous retreat

was proposed by con-
venor Joe Gordon and

- was supported by Steve

Riley, newly elected
‘Broad Left’ member of
the T&GWU executive,
and is a capitulation to
pressure from Ford’s
management.

Before and during the
two week pay strike at
Ford, Gordon had been
under attack both by the
company and union offi-
cials for giving a degree
of support to stoppages in
the plant.

This decision now
means that the PTA ste-
wards have the most col-
laborationist peolicy of

‘any Ford plant in the UK,

condoning scabbing if
any sections walk out.

The fact that the

apparently most ‘mili- )

i:g‘- 5,

tant’ plant leadership in
Ford’s can surrender the
rights of shop floor work-
ers is confirmation of the
dire crisis of leadership
in the working class and
the trade unions.

The developing *strug-
gles of the working class
do not result in the in-
creased determination of
these leaders to fight, but
in capitulation, turning
them into the ‘policemen’
of the working class, col-
laborating with em-
ployers and state antl-
union laws. |

The fight in the unions
is not just against the
right wing but also
against the ‘lefts’ who,
like Airlie, use militant
words to cover their bet-
rayal.

This present retreat

comes just after the sign-

ing of the two- year effi-
ciency deal by the union
leaders. The full details
of this agreement and the
‘undertakings’ given to

Ford management by the
‘union leaders have still
not been made known to
the shopfloor workers,
three weeks after the
- strike ended.

. The ‘no-strike’- policy

- fought for by Joe Gordon
is believed to be part of a
deal over 1mplementat10n
of the ‘efficiencies’, ie
that if the unions pohce
their members then
Fords will not ‘impose’
changes but will negoti-
ate them through these
-same plant leaders!

-~ Ford workers must
fight for the overturn of
the PTA stewards’ deci-
sion and the removal of
plant leaders who col-
laborate with manage-
ment. Out of this struggle
new leaders must come
forward in the fight for a
political leadership in the
working class, to fight
~both the offensive of em-
ployers like Fords and
‘the Tory state attacks on
the unions.

Currie’s hot
reception

LEICESTER HOSPITAL

workers joined a demon-
stration at Leicester uni-
versity on Friday in pro-
test at a talk being given
by Edwina Currie Tory

Minister for Health.
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David Ward, from
NUPE, told Workers
Press that four NUPE
members and four nurses
had come to represent the
hospital workers when
they heard of the demon-
Stration.

‘Currie is only a prop in
the Tory system,’ he said
‘we’re not just against
her but the whole Tory
system. The NHS is
changing dramatically
now. Most of the doctors
support our struggle, as
they see the need to de-
fend the NHS. |

Two nurses from the
Leicester Royal Infir-
mary, Rachel Bullen and
Mandy Graham said:
‘She never comes to the
hospitals, so we’re here to
make a fuss to make peo-
ple realise that we don’t
support her views. We
need more funds and we
- need them now. We'’re
- sick of low staffing levels,
. untrained staff, bed clo-

sures and privatisation.’
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b the poor |

give to the rich

STAFF employed by Scotland’s regional
councils start knocking on doors in April,

to register families for the Tories’ poll

tax.

" In every home, they will nominate a responsi-
ble person (the ‘man of the house’? the person
“who answers the door?) who has to give details of

“all residents and update them as time goes by.

If the family’s grown-up son leaves to live with
friends, it has to be reported. If he moves back In
because things don’t work out, or if elderly relatives
move in, it has to be reported.

And if a political re-
fugee arrives from
another country. . . it
has to be reported — and
the register, more de-

~ tailed than the census it- -
- self, will be publicly

available.

You can appeal against
being a ‘responsible per-
son’. But if your appeal is
turned down, and you

don’t keep the authorities

informed, £50 is slapped
. on your first poll tax pay-
ment. It’s not a fine, you
don’t go to court: it just
appears on the bill.

" There are ways of

- blocking the poll tax. You
can deny being the person
named, if asked. You can

. appeal against being the
‘responsible’ person

- which at least clogs up
‘the procedure. |

Or, like the most deter-
mined anti-poll tax activ-
ists, you can refuse to
register. This policy is
~ being advised by the Scot-
tish Tenants’ Organisa-
tion. The Edinburgh-
based Labour Movement
Campaign Against the
Poll Tax, set up in De
- cember, are campaign-
~ing for it actively.

" Refuse

In Govan, Glasgow,

four community councils -

have published a leaflet
saying: ‘Refuse to regis-
ter. Not everyone wants

fuse to prosecute indi-

viduals who won’t pay,
and for all local author-
ities to refuse to provide
information for the reg-

_1ster.

In addition, they insist
on a democratically-
organised ‘Stop It’ cam-
paign open to a broad
range of individuals. A
campaign of non-
payment, say these bran-
ches, should be prepared
now in the event of other
measures against the tax

~ being unsuccessful.

"~ The conference will be

lobbied on Saturday lun-
“chtime by the supporters

of the Labour Movement

Campaign Against the

Poll Tax.

A coalition of all opposi-

tion parties in Scotland —
not only Labour but the
capitalist Scottish

- Nationalist Party, what’s
 left of the SDP and Liber-

als, and churches — has
been brought together
under the chairmanship
of Scottish TUC secretary
Campbell Christie, {8 de-
cide what to do about the
Poll Tax. -

On a local level, the

- Labour Party and Com-

munist Party are divided.
While Brian Wilson, one
of the leading lights of

‘Stop .It’i has opposed any
illegal action from the
outset, the Edinburgh

group are demanding a

national conference to try
to overturn this policy.
They are concerned that

the official line will be
“used as an excuse by the
"Labour leadership to

stifle strong rank-and-file
action. | |

This issue hits at fun-
damental working class
rights and civil liberties
like nothing else that
Thatcher has done. No
wonder they are not intro-
ducing the tax in the
north of Ireland — a part

- of the ‘United Kingdom’

where traditions of civil
resistance runs deep.

- Workers Press says:

® Demand that Labour
councils refuse to co-
operate with the tax. In
areas like Strathclyde,
where Labour councils
command huge majori-

ties and have already

agreed to introduce com-
puters and employ staff

to operate the tax, these
- decisions must be re-

versed. -

® Build a campaign in
the labour movement.
Demand the Scottish TUC
and TUC liaise with coun-

cil and civil service un-

ions to find ways of non
co-operation with the tax.

@® Labour councils and
community organisations
must draw up plans for
local government funding
based on ability to pay, to

avoid job losses and cuts

in public spending, and
take control of how the
money is spent. =

® Committees must be

built in the community to
resist. Don’t pay the poll

tax.

-~ coal in
jeopardy

George Bolton, Euro
Communist Area Pres-
lident of the Scottish
National Union of
Minerworkers,
claimed to see ‘a chink
of light’ and a secure

R future for 4,000 mining

jobs in Scotland follow-
ing Wednesday'’s

announcement of

further talks between
the South of Scotland
Electricity Board
(SSEB) and British
Coal.

The announcement
coincided with a mass
lobby of parliament by
Scottish miners, protest-
ing against the electricity
board’s threat to end its
contract with British Coal
thus jeopardising the
whole future of the Scot-
tish coalfield. |

They feel that the govern-
ment and British Coal are
merely. using the soon-to-be
privatised .
ing horse for their plans to
end deep-mined coal produc-
tion in the area and sell off
the profitable open cast op-
erations.

And they are horrified that
Bolton and area secretary
Eric Clarke, an NEC mem-
ber of the Labour Party, are
refusing to warn of this pos-
sibility and to organise re-
| sistance. |

It is widely believed that
I Bolton — who recently

| announced acceptance of the
| closure of the Seafield Col-

R lier, Fife before the men had

even had a chance to vote —

has no policy other than

offering to capitulate over
six day working and flexible
shifts.

The prostration of the
Scottish area leadership was
further exposed last
weekend when it was re-
vealed that Scottish miners

f had voted — against the

national trend — to su;l)ﬁmrt
president Arthur Scargill by
glaintaining their over-time
‘ban.

EB as a stalk-.

Workers Press
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YOU can either serve with the South
African army shooting black people In
Soweto and Namibia, or you can serve in
the Israeli army shooting kids in Gaza.

That’'s the choice which three English
judges have given to Steven Miller, a young

white South African, w

asylum in Britain.

Miller came to this coun-

try because he does not
want to serve in the ra-

~ cists’ army fighting for

the Apartheid system
against the Black
masses.

But the three Appeal
Court judges in London
have ruled that Miller is
not eligible for political
asylum, because if he
does not wish to return to
South Africa and be con-
scripted, he can, as a
Jew, go to Israel under
the Zionist state’s ‘Law of
Return’. |

Mi’'luds accepted that
Miller has no wish to go to

- Israel either. (He has

been there, which 1is
doubtless reason enough).

- But this did not alter their
decision. -

The Steve Miller case is
part.of the ongoing strug-

gle for the right of South

African war resisters to
take refuge abroad.
The judges’ decision
typifies the worsening
treatment of refugees in
general under the
Thatcher government,
seen most graphically in

‘the brutal handling of

Tamil refugees from Sri
Lanka. - -

Those = fleeing
Khomeini’s regime 1n
Iran could be next.
Lawyers dealing with re-
fugee cases have heard
that the Tory government

-intends to tear up interna-

~ary ; .
theid regime and the Zionist

ho asked for political

tional and EEC conven-
tions if necessary to pur-
sue its racist immigra-
tion policies. -

If the Miller case 1s
allowed to become a prece-
dent, what you also have in
effect is legalised anti-
Jewish discrimination in
Britain, in the form of ‘com-
pulsory Zionism’. |

The immediate consequ-

‘ence of the case is that Steve

Miller is being told that if he
does not want to serve in the
South African racists’ army,
he must face conscription
into the Israeli army in-
stead, whose brutal repres-
sion of the Palestinian peo-
ple has shocked the world.

Last week, a reader wrote -

- to Labour’s shadow Foreign

Secretary and former sha-
dow Home Secretary Gerald
Kaufman MP, expressing
concern over the Miller case
and urging that it be raised.
The reply he got was that
Mr.Kaufman could not inter-.
vene as the case didmot in-
volve one of his constituents.

Just as incredible has been
the silence so far from the
national Anti-Apartheid

‘movement and similar

bodies. They are aware of
the Miller case, yet are not
giving it publicity nor orga-

. nising any campaign.

‘There are posters around
London from the Committee

- of South African War Resis- -

ters supporting Dr.Ivan

Thoms, who is on trial In

South Africa for refusing to
serve in the forces. They are
advertising tee shirts.

Fine. But what is being
done about the British state
and judiciary acting as milit-
liceman for the Apar-

‘Iron Fist’” occupiers?

to do this, but it is the
strongest immediate ex-
pression of opposition.
Don’t return the registra-
tion form you will be sent.
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response

_ _ UNION delegations from as far apart as Ross and ¥ sy
Tell the poll tax registra- | Cromarty and Ayr took part in last Saturday’s 10,000- i W
tion officer that you are | strong march through Stirling against privatisationin | L

 the Scottish health service. | L W »

" not in conscience willing
to collaborate with an un-

31 resolutions against the .
tax. All urge a campaign

against it, but none of the
trade union motions call
for a non-payment cam-
paign. Ome amendment

from UCATT even claims

‘illegal actions would-
. . . deny us the support
of the mass of people’.

But strong resolutions
from the Edinburgh
CLPs, and from Living-
ston, Linlithgow, East
Kilbride and Strathkelvin
and Bearsden CLPs, call
for industrial action and
mass demonstrations, for
regional councils to re-

also taken part in the Scot-
tish NHS day of action ten
days previously. ‘We must
keep up the momentum

now,’ said branch secretary
1 Cathy McCann. ‘We nead to

involve the public at large.
We are not just a single

group as the miners were —

everyone is involved in this

fight. I would go along with.

the call for a general strike.’

Cathy’s feelings were
echoed by many individuals
on the march. from sections
as diverse as firemen. bus-
men, printers. engineers,
seamen, dockers. builders,
tobacco workers and
teachers. The EIS teachers’
union in particular had mus-
tered a very large and im-

against ‘extremism’ — as
though a ‘reasonable’ Tory
government was both possi-

‘ble and acceptable!
He said in a time-honoured
formula, that this was ‘only

the start of a long campaign’
by the STUC. But to speak of
a long campaign in this con-

text 1s highly irresponsible,

- since the deadline for ten-

ders for ancillary services to
be submitted to the Scottish
health boards is less than a
month away. And some un-
ion branch officials, such as
one from Glasgow’s Western
Infirmary GMBATU branch,
have publicly admitted that
their unions are discussing
specifications for a tender —
presumably with STUC bles

sing.

..........
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: _ - WA The demonstration was greeted by a huge banner strung | h o ol
Just law or EIve informa- | across the windows proclaiming ‘Raploch supports the NHS - s |
tion on others. workers’, as it set off from a housing scheme on the outskirts Y R -
" The labour and trade | of the town. | | | . ¥ |
union bureaucracy is Patients and staff from a  pressive delegation which | ' . S
more unsure how to deal glmall thgerl.-.attrul:in hgspltgl_ tvl:lashrgtllfhh appreciated by o | o L
¥ ; ong the route lined up in the health workers. | W | i
with the poll tax issue, | the cold to applaud as the But the marchers found
which is bringing work- | marchers went by. Shoppers  precious little inspiration - | P
ing class communities, | also warmly welcomed the rom the speech by STUC ¥ IEF .. PR
and ‘non-political’ people, ggg;gg“:‘:;g’? ‘%ggmtlgle tﬁ;tg. sectlixetaryli canﬁ?b:u %hflisttlie' i A B A
into conflict with the To * . . - at the rally which ended the o 4
government on a m assi\l?é own reasons WhY they would demonstration. Offering no k
scale. ‘ like to See the back of the perspe?tlvp fqr .extendl.ng - P @r.:i‘ff'\"*
o .th tinal da of Tory government. | the antll-;pm{gisatmﬁ ‘actllori | i 3 E
n the final agenda o SR - ~ among hospital workers, let | ES W .
this weekend’s Scottish | Motherwell NUPE branch  alone among other trade un- & %g es e
Labour Party conference | ta;er;e | gn? of the many mili- ionists, Christie claimed that o, fv"‘m Ml
in Perth are no less than nt delegations who had the demonstration was one . > wy@@% %
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AS ‘M,UCH as we look around at all the ‘celebra-
tions’ taking place on 8 March, almost nothing
remains of the original pohtlcal content of Inter-

national Women’s Day.

To go back in history we find in 1907 the flrst
International Socialist Women’s Conference, in

Stuttgart

This came 1nto being through the struggle of
Clara Zetkin (the editor of ‘Die Gleichheit’
(‘Equality’) who became the international
secretary of the International Women’s Commit-
tee at the founding conference at whlch Lenin

took part.

Over a period of 25
years, from 1891, Clara

Zetkin wrote many

articles in which she
fought the bourgeois
women’s liberation

movement and argued

for an orientation to-
wards the proletarian
woman’s struggle to

become a total human |

being.

This struggle is
clearly not directed
against the privileges
of the male world but
against the power of

the capitalist class.

‘The proletarian

woman,’ she wrote, ‘can-

not attain her hlghest
ideas  through a move-

‘ment for equal rights for

the female sex but by

fighting for the eman-

cipation of labour.’
In 1892 the ‘Gleichheit’

sold 2,000 copies and in

1913 had 147, 000 subscri-
bers.

At the second confer-
ence of the Socialist
Women’s International,

in Copenhagen, Clara .

Zetkin’s proposal was
accepted to carry out de-
monstrations on 8 March
to fight on International
Women’s Day for the
rights and socialist h-
beration of women and to
lead the Tevolutionary
forces in the proletarian
women’s movement in

the struggle.

In 1911 one million
wormer 1ok to the streets
1£z-7s. “he impenalist
sz zrecarabons and for
TR ST

The imtermational char-
acter was emphasised
and the reason for the
war explained in the so-
cial antagonism in the
capitalist form of produc-
tion.

In March 1915 dele-
gates came from Ger-
many, England, France,

Holland, Italy, Poland,

Russia and Switzerland |

~ BY TRUDI
L ____ JACKSON

to a socialist women’s
congress In Berne.
Nadia Krupskaya repre-
sented the Bolsheviks and
a draft resolution by
Lenin condemned social
chauvinism as well as
centrism, and called for a
changing of the imperial-
ist war into a revolution-
ary civil war.

More than 100,000
copies of the mamfesto

were distributed in Ger-

many.

In 1917 the opportunist
and centrist leaders
closed down ‘Die Gleic-
hheit’ which had not
ceased to expose the
treacherous politics of

‘the Second International.

Clara Zetkin was
arrested for ‘attempted
high treason’ but re-
leased after three months
because of 1ll health.

Demonstrations of

many thousands were.

brutally dispersed by the
police. Often women with
their children in the fore-
front thought this would

stop the armed interven-

tion of the police.

The October Revolution
of 1917 brought about a
world historical turning
point. Clara Zetkin
greeted this triumph of
Bolshevism, full of ex-
citement. |

We can still read the

discussion Clara Zetkin
had with Lenin in 1920

and the Third Communist
International decided In
its first days of existence
how the question is to be

‘drawn into and become a

part of the revolutionary
struggle of the workmg
class.

After Lenin’s death

Clara Zetkin was robbed
of her influence and died
in 1933, at 76 years of age.

The foundations and
history of the internation-
al revolutionary com-

Tcxﬂb worker’s stdke 1903-1904

'-----------nm----‘
B Lenin, in conversation with Clara Zetkin:

1 ‘We must by all means set up a powerful B
= international women’s movement on a cIear-cut
B theoretical basis. »

B
| B
B It is clear that without Mamst theory we i
B cannot have proper practice. B

B ‘Here, too, we Communists need the greatest [

B clarity of pmcxple. We must draw a sharp line B
between us and all other parties.’

- (from ‘My Recollections of Lenin’ .by Clara B
B Zetkin) B
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CLARA ZETKIN

-munist women’s -move-
ment have t{o be recon-
quered.

In 1884 Engels wrote
‘The Origin of the Fami-
ly, Private Property and
the State.” The October

" Revolution was to secure
the rights of women, to
have access to all forms
of economic and cultural
work. The functions of the
family were to be com-
pletely absorbed by In-
stitutions of the socialist
society, -uniting all gen-
erations in solidarity and
mutual aid.

Private domestic work
became converted into
public production.

ing’, whlch was. pubhshed
in the literary magazine
‘October

She describes how peo-
ple are arrested when
they protest about the
abuse of power, how
women in the USSR have
to work double; in the

fields, on building sites
and factories as well as
"housewives and mothers.

In the countryside con-
ditions are especially dif-

With the emergence of
the Stalinist bureaucracy
‘the Revolution was bet-
rayed and women were
made to return to their

pots and pans — to the old
slavery.

The people were forced
by the bureaucracy to
glue together again the
"shell of the broken
family.

To come up-to-date, for
the first time a critical
article about the ‘new
men society’ was pub-
lished recently in the
USSR.

The Russian novelist,
Maya Ganina, wrote ‘As
long as I live, I am hop-

used for heating and wa-
ter is hand—pumped

~ Clothing and 'footwear
are of very poor quality.
The shops are frequently -
| | ‘empty and, as payment
*z« ~- | s b y 8o ods has dis-
L ~ appeared, money is un--
“able to buy anything.

’Women are workmg 12
to 14 hours a day in the
factories with no time off.
They complain of being
hungry and of feeling the
cold, wearing only torn
clothmg

Not a smgle woman is

in the Politbureau and .

there is only one on the
Central Committee: the

secretary for social work

‘and women’s questions .
Alexandra Biryukowa.

‘Let us be honest,” the
author says: ‘There are
no equal opportumtles for
boys and girls.’

With the rebuilding of
the Fourth International
along the lines fought for
by the Preparatory Com-
mittee, the programme
for the political revolu-
tion to overthrow the Sta-
linist bureaucracy in the
deformed and degenerate
workers states must be
advanced. In capitalist
countries we defend the
gains of October and go
forward to the victory of
world communist soclety
and the liberation of man-
kind.

ficult where wood is still
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-+ and in fact invelved some -
7 of the worst:cases of
- hardship. R
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Exploitati
of school-age
‘workers

on

|

 BY BERNARD FRANKS

EXPLOITATION of the labour of school

age children and young people exists in

Brtain on a massive scale across a wide
range of employments. |

Protective- legislation governing children at
work exists but ‘is a mess’ and ‘being broken

systematically every day’ according to
report from the Anti-Slavery Society:
Age Workers in Britain Today’.

Possibly two millioh

“young people, or 30 to 40

per cent of 10 to 15 year
olds, are in jobs ranging
from the ‘traditional’
paper rounds, baby-

sitting and milk rounds to
the long hours and sus- “needed the money to live
~won_equal terms with
- friends.. However, there. -

~ was evidence that many

tained exploitation of

...... .
! Pt

“markets, shops and- su-

permarkets, clothing
sweatshops, hotels, res-
taurants and cafes, petrol
stations and car washes,

building, hairdressing

and farming. |

The Society’s inter-
views of 449 young people
(238 boys, 211 girls) found

individual examples of
‘work on mini-cab switch-

boards, in fairgrounds,
mending roofs, loading

vans and picking up

litter.

~ Around 10 per cent had
more than one job and a

few had a combination of

several. |
Homeworking and

work in their parents’

business also featured

- Girls especially were

found spending most of
their leisure hours help-
ing their mothers on
piecework operations iIn
the garment trades.

occupations barre
by local bye-laws. -

a new

‘School

-aéC(i'r.d'in.g to the report

‘there is scarcely a corner of

Great Britain where the law
- is not being broken’. Rounds

beginning at 6a.m. and

6.30a.m are not unusual.

. Payments ranged from a
13 year old Glasgow boy
earning £20 from 5 separate

“rounds to two 14 year old

girls in Nottingham receiv-
ing 27p an hour for a 12 hour
week. Recent cases have In-
dicated real dangers of se-
rious assault and worse, of

. young people working alone

were contributing in-

~directly to the income of
- poor households by eas-.

ing the pressure of their
own needs, particularly

~ for clothing and food.

The report warns’ against
the assumption that young
people are not likely to be

- seriously exploited or en-

dangered. It quotes other
findings which show them to

be grossly overworked and

underpaid (Tynemouth
school survey) while nearly a
third of boys and 29 per cent
of girls reported $%me acci-
dent or injury received at

work (Low Pay Unit).

Its own conclusion is that
most children in Britain who
work do soillegally: they are
too young, their hours are
too long and they are in

" The paper-round

This is the most common
job to be found among chil-

dren. By-laws in all parts of

the country stipulate nc

~work before 7 a.m. ye’

'£1.25 an hour beginnin
~at5a.m. A 13 year old Cardiff

" Young girl selling shrimps on a Saturday

to them

o " outside daylight hours.
- Why do they work?

-Many interviewed said
~ that il gave them some-
~-thing to do or that they

Milk rounds

Boys of 12 to 14 years of
age were found earning £1 to
ing work

Markets, shops

and supermarkets

Many young people enjoy
market work and can earn £2
to £2.50 an hour.

90 of the young people
spoken to had jobs In the
retail trade. Mostly they are
on extremely low pay and
have hours of work that con-
travene the bye-laws.

Hotels,

‘restaurants

and cafes

Although totally prohi-
bited by all by-laws from
working in commercial
kitchens, young people were
found washing up, cleaning

~and preparing food as well

as ‘making beds, vacuum-

cleaning and waiting at
table. |

Hairdressing

Seven girls between the:
~ages of 13 and 15 worked for

hairdressers. Only one men-

L

’
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tioned any attention paid to
safety in what is a dangerous
environment.

Petrol stations and
“car washes

Eleven boys and seven girls
either helped in garages —
cleaning, sweeping, chang-
ing tyres — or in car wash
businesses which rely heavi-
ly on child labour. Wages
were around £1 per hour and
scant attention was paid to

safety, yet working in indoor

car-washes, children spend
‘several hours inhaling car-
bon monoxide fumes.

Farming

The most dangerous indus-
try after the building trade.

High technology leads to hor- -
- rific ‘deaths -and injuries.
- Some of these are children.

~ One fifteen year old from the
- fens cleaned out pigs for five

‘hours a day at weekends for
£1.50 per hour and he also

‘drove tractors.-which is

‘illegal.
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Van work

" This can be the heavy work

of loading and unloading and
can be dangerous in terms of
leaping on and off moving
vehicles. Just over £1 an
hour was a common wage.

Hours of work
The report states: ‘We found

between five and eight hours

was normal for a Saturday

| i']ob though a few worked 12-

our stints.’

Accidents

In 1985 the Low Pay Unit
found that 30.8 per cent of
1,712 children interviewed

had suffered some kind of
injury at work.

~ Appalling exploitation of
- children in factories, mines

-~ and mills in the 19th century
led to major battles for pro-
tective legislation. Furious
- industrialists fought a rear-
guard action to protect their

" right to employ six and nine

year olds for a 72 hour week

at a wage of three shillings

(15p) a week.

The report lists what it

terms a patchwork of laws

. which are supposed to pro-

vide protection today. In fact

the system is shot full of
holes - ‘the lack of uniformi-.
-ty of the multitude of by-laws

and provisions make for con-

- fusion and uncertainty’

while ‘anomalies are legion’.
In addition enforcement
appears to range from the

8  minimal to the non-existent.

The three bodies responsi-
ble — the environmental
health officers, the health

B and safety inspectors and
. the education welfare offic-
?  ers (EWOs) — give only the

" sﬂ.i ‘ ‘3‘;! :
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smallest fraction of their
time to child employment
‘and what little surveillance
is carried out is done mainly
by EWOs working in their
own timeé on voluntary pat-
rols.’ |

Prosecution rates are low

(12 London boroughs sur-

veyed had not prosecuted a

'single employer in the pre-

‘vious three years) and nc

national statistics are kept.

Meanwhile children work
in hairdressing salons where
there are strong chemical
fumes, in kitchens witl
powerful processing
machines and in garages
dodging among moving vehi

- cles. It has also come to ligh

that under-age young peoplk
have been exposed to higl
levels of radiation in factor:
work, for example in the dis

- mantling of obsolete trim

phones which have luminou:
dials utilising radioactiv«
tritium. - |

The Anti-Slavery Society’.
recommendations are far
cical in the extreme — join

- CBI-TUC guidelines, a ‘gov

“ernment-led’ poster cam

paign, a parliamentar;
select committee and th
‘appointment of loca
ombudsmen.

But exploitation is fun
damental to capitalism, no
incidental, and its agencie:
will do nothing willingly t
interfere with the processes
As long as private enterpris:
‘continues it is down to th
labour movement alone t:
force adherence of em
ployers and extension b;
government of existing law
while ensuring that youn

ople who come within th
egislation are fully orge -
nised and receive prope
pay, guaranteed condition
.and total safety protection &
work.

@® Colin, aged 15, lives on
a large housing estate near
Perth, Scotland. He works
every evening and Satur-
day morning in a local
cash-and-carry. His. job
consists of loading cus-
tomers’ cars, unloading
delivery vans and filling
shelves. For a seven and a
half- hour week he earns
£20. He gets home at 9.30
p.m. each evening, then
eats. Homework begins at
10 p.m. '

@® The lowest pay encoun-
tered was received by

Stuart, a 13 year old work-
ing in a garage. He spends
all his free time there tak-

Ing tyres off cars, making
tea, cleaning and runnin

errands. For a 9 a.m. to
p.m. day (at week-ends
and in school holidays) the

roprietor pays him £2
fzzp per hour).

'@ Martin, 14, from Leices-

ter works Friday and Satur-
day evenings 6 p.m. to
11.30 p.m. in a restaurant
washing up and helping to
clear away. He gets a meal
and £10 for each evening.
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el | FORWARD |

: ' THE INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE FOR
;3 RE-BUILDING THE FOURTH INTERNATIONAL
R . MANCHESTER  CARDIFF
. CLEAR THE NAMES OF Sunday ‘hursday i
| March 27th, 2 p.m. Apl‘il 7th, 7.30 pm,

STALIN’S VICTIMS!

Committee Room 10, hills Hotel | | ;
Manchester Town Hall, Brownsins Hote | |

©  sunday20March1988 = | StPefesdavare  grasaow

Hh 5 | i Sunday | -
i | | | March 20th, 11 a.m. =
e sy 2 2.30 D.M. 5 Blythswood Hotel, -
SIS & ' 3 : 320 Argyle Street.
S < .  BE o : LONDON
-. L = - ¢  Kingsway Princeton College, : | Sunﬁlav
o - ~d B2 April 17th, 2 p.m. - ' | -
Sidmouth Street Kingsway Princeton LEICESTER o
i (off Grays Inn Road) WCI " College " I:fvze?flr:ies;:l?{) -
----- 2 | g : S Sidmouth Street arch z3rd, /.50 p.m. ?
5 near Kings Cross) i - i -
= ( 8 | | = off Grays Inn Road Unemployed B
- | London WC] Workers' Centre o
_______ i | o Charles Street | -
WORKERS REVOLUTIONARY PARTY | B
-~ BASIC PRINCIPLES OF MARXISM
i Lectures at Room 301, Kingsway Princeton College, Grays Inn Road, Lonuon WC 1
" o | All lectures start at 7.30pm R
Thurgday 3 March Thursday 17 March | "
The :Russian Revolution, The Significance of
Stalinism and Trotskyism . the Preparatory Committee
SEVENTY years ago, the Russian workers, led by the THE Workers Revolutionary Party has issued a Ten Point Call
Bolsheviks, overthrew Tsarism and capitalism, and th world to revolutionary Trotskyists throughout the world to prepare a
socialist revoiution began. The rise of a bureaucracy within conference in 1988 for the re-organisation of the Fourth
" i the Soviet state led to the betrayal of the revolution, but not its International. The campaign for the Preparatory Committee
. : destruction. and its work in progress sheds new light on many fun-
o damental problems of revolutionary leadership. |
Thuredey 10 March READING: | | |
s ursday arch it -
B The Fourth International Today ﬂ'ﬁ S'a'égger’ ,Ma'x and Manasm
: FIFTY years ago, Trotsky led those who fought to continue vian and =nge’s, The Commy nist Manifest
the work to prepare the world revolution in the foundation of Marx, Wage Labour and Capital |
t::ngurthdlnterPatiopalt,hW?rld ﬁarty of S(;cialist Revolution. Lenin, The State and Revolution ;L
i | r decades ot crisis, the time has come for the re-founding Trotsky, The Death Agony of Capitalism and the T fthe |
f@ | of the Fourth International. o Fourth International itk g © Tasks of the
;:f N -
' £20,000 Special Fund
THE FUND STANDS AT:£1,973.92 Y
WE received £49 this week for our Special Fund | kylsts. - ' |
_ The Central Committee of the Workers Revolutionary We beileve that this Is the most fportant work e | N
Party Is meeting thi | must carry out in the period immediately ahead. Help
eeting this week-end and will be laying the in thi rk. E donation, | Il will be
plans for its future work and publications. Already we e ';| S W |' te\:’enlv,l e on,darge o:jsmaﬂ n to:
have agreed to collaborate with other member orga- greatly appreciated. Flease send your donafions for
| | nisations of the Preparatory Committee to publish a '
- : ~ theoretical journal as a major part of the development ~ Workers Revolutionary Party- Special Fun
a BN [ f the work for the International Conference.of Trots-. ."." .. ."* PO Box 735°LONdén, SW9'7QS" " " """
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CHARLIE POTTINS’ report of the remarks of
PLO spokesman Khalid el Hassan should surely
not have been printed by Workers Press without
comment.

The paper of the Workers Revolutionary Party

cannot be a publicity medium for the dominant
leadership of the PLO, which is anti-imperialist

and anti-Zionist but at the same time not social-

~ist. Its aim is an independent Palestine, but a
~ Palestine in which capitalist enterprise wil exist,

a capitalism with,its ‘normal’ relations with the

In Teality, signs

rest of the capitalist world

For all the sacrifice
and courage of the
PLO fighters, it has to
be said that the PLO
leadership restricts
them to the horizons of

this utopian illusion, in
‘reality tying them to

the policies of Arab

~ capitalist -state, and -
- through them to im-

perialism. That is one
of the main reasons

fered by the oppressed
and homeless people of

- Palestine.

We say one of the
reasons, because the

- main reason 1is that coun-

ter revolutionary Stalin-
ism still predominates in
the international working
class, standing in the way
of the unity of the world
soclalist revolution, cut-
ting off the struggles of
oppressed nations from

- the proletarian revolution
in the advanced capitalist

countries and from the
conquests of the October
Revolution.

- In the last few weeks
the Palestinian workers,
especially the young
ones, have come forward

in a totally
cedented wave-of strug-
gle against the Israeli
occupation. Is it just a

matter of a rising tide of
the same kind of resist-

ance that we have seen
before, a demonstration
of mass support for the

PLO, whom the masses
identify with the libera-
tion struggle and its lead-

ership?
- This i1s what the PLO

| - spokesman would have us |
why one defeat after

‘another has been suf-

believe. No one can deny
that the PLO fighters
have overwhelming popu-
lar support. At the same
time it must be remem-
bered that the dominant

‘Fatah leadership is one of
several political groups -
and tendencies in the Li-

beration Army. The
Fatah leadership does not
lead social movements of
the workers and landless

poor, but rather rests on

the mass of the people to

supply fighters, material

and moral support for the
military struggle.

In that struggle, Marxists

in the Workmg-class move-

ment internationally defend

them unconditionally.

- Khaled el Hassan, howev-

- er, spoke at the House of

Commons meeting in a way
that tried to hide what is new
in the recent struggles, even

unpre-

How not to report PLO

saying that the thrustm for-
ward of the youth and the
working class was just what
the PLO leadership wanted.
at these
forces are organisi (f In their
own committees and general
strikes are of great import-

- ance, going far beyond any-

thmg that a bourgeois-
nationalist leadership wants
or can create.

According to Khaled el
Hassan: ‘The youth were
doing what the PLO had

- advocated, without wa:tmg

to be told.’

If the PLO did not tell the
youth to do these things, just

where and when did the PLO =

leaders ‘advocate’ them?
The ‘spokesman also said:
‘In each camp now, there is a
committee. We get daily re-
ports. You all know that the
people support the PLO. Oul

duty now is to support these
peOple not thelrs to support -

us.’

The real questlon is to see o
behind the claims of blanket -
- support for the PLO to the
social, class character of the -
movement. Despite all the -
complications of political

pressures from the other
Arab states as well as from

~ Israel and imperialism and
from the diplomatic man- -
~ oeuvrings of the Stalinists (in -
the United Nations and at the

'summit’ meetings), the in- =
dependent strength- and.;’;ﬁi‘;’;ﬁaﬁ analysis, but-it. strengly-
orgah.lsatlon of ‘the worlnng-f-?‘iﬁ?*’-SuggeStS a striking- con-

‘class is emerging; the great

question which predomin-

ates is that of a Marxist,

independent workmg-class

leadership to express its in-

terests.

That is why we should
start from the problems of

how to build, internationally

and in each nation, sections
of the Fourth International

based on the programme of
 permanent revolution, able
to build the leadership neces-

sary for the working class to
win state power as the only
way to national liberation
and all the demands of the
democratic revolution. :

That working-class poWer

will go directly to socialist

solving
- as part of the fight for an
.Internatmal Conference on
Rebuilding the Fourth Inter-
- national, must deal with the

measures The Fatah lead-

ership’s concern, voiced by

- Khaled el Hassan, 1s to keep
any spontaneous striving to-

wards these objectives with-
in its own control. It is not
here a question of evil inten-
tions or even worked-out
strategy, but of a sure class
instinct. .

Even non-soclahst repor-
ters have given a glimpse ot
what is new in the recent
movements. In the French
newspaper 'Le Monde’ (Feb
19),their Middle East Corres-
pondent writes of ‘commit-
tees of young militants’, and
in general strikes, like that

of February 16, there were
signs of a umfled leadership

of the uprising’.

According to this corres-

pondent, it is the autonomy
of the committees’ which

- ‘gives suppleness to the ac-
tions’. These committees ex-
clude ‘notables’ and “old
. cadres’. This can only mean -
that a ‘new generation of'

organisers is testing itself in
struggle, and is finding new,

.' workmg-class forms of ac-
- -tion. Again in the words of
the ‘Le Monde’ correspon-
~dent, ‘many young militants .

been commented on crm- ”

cally.
This leads us to one last

point. Charlie Pottins drew

attention to the fact that
Labour Shadow Foreign

Secretary Kaufman, who

spoke from the same plat-
form had declared that ‘vio-
lence’ by the Palestlman

people was ‘inevitable, if it is

the only way they can ‘assert
their rlght to self-
determination’. Charlie Pot-
tins suggested Kaufman tell
this to Kinnock, who had en-
ded his nauseatmg perform-
ance in Palestine by urging
the Palestinians to be non-
violent. This is surely not the
right way to deal with Kauf-
man, who is no better and no
worse than Kinnock, as
Charlie Pottins knows better
than I do. If these ‘labour
lieutenants of capitalism’

ever do become Prime

Minister and Foreign Secret-
ary, they will order and de-
fend the shooting (in the back
“if necessary) of strikers and
demonstrators in Palestine,
in Ireland, and in Bntam
whenever that 1S necessary
to defend the capitalist order
on which the depend and
which depends on them.

seeking sup(port from public
opinion and using Labour
politicians where it is useful.
But our job is a different
one: to bulld a leadership
against these Labour
traitors, whose continued
-political existence is a threat
equally to the Palestinian
people and to the working
class in Britain and interna-
txonall Therefore our re-
ti should ruthlessly ex-

pose

CLiff Slaughter

RELEASE JAILED

SOUTH WALES

DEAN HANCOCK: . .. .
Oakdale - Eight year sent-| DURHAM

Harborough, Leicester.

ence. Gartree Prison, nr Mar- | MICHAEL STEPHENSON:

ket Harborough, Leicester.
RUSSELL SHANKLAND:

| Wearmouth - Three year sent-
ence from June 1986. RF8756

Taff Merthyr - Eight year sent- | HM Prison Acklington, Mor-
ence. Gartree Prison, Market | peth, Northumbria.

ons1der that they:(the ‘“‘not-

ables’’ and old cadres) would °
~not be able to adapt them-
selves to this new form of
‘resistance’. <

This is only a report not

firmation that the conditions

~are rapidly maturing for
reevolutzonary struggles in -

which the working class

- strives to take the lead, so

that the question of bulldmg

~independent revolutionary
- working-class leadership be- -

comes paramount. Precisely
for this reason, Workers
Press, flghtmg first and fore-
most to

at very question,

questlon of Palestine, like all

- questions, in a way consis- "
tent with that objective. That
is why the report on the

PLO’s meetmg should have

lay its part in re-
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On Saturday, at 1p.m.(C4), an'

animated version of George

‘Eliot’s Silas Marner. At 1.30p.m.

(Radio 3), the first of three prog-
rammes of Baroque ensemble
music, An Italian Sound. At 7p.m
(BBC2), Live from the Met:
Ariadne auf Naxos (simultaneous
broadcast with Radio 3). Among
the singers appearing in Richard
Strauss’ one-act opera are Jessye
Norman, Kathleen Battle and

Tatiana Troyanos. At 9.40p.m.
(BBC2), Max Ophul’s 1955 film
Lola Montes. At 10 20p.m. (Radio

3), The Rational Rabbit in the las*
of Saltykov’s World.

On Sunday, at 6.30p.m. (Radio
3), first of three programmes on
the origins of modern humans
And Then There Was Us. A
8.45p.m. (C4), last in the Te1

‘Great Writers series explore:

Franz Kafka’s The Trial. A

9.55p.m. (C4), Anthony Mann’:

excellent 1954 western, The Fai

Country. At 11.45p.m. (C4), Zeki

gktfln and Ytlmaz Guney’s The
er

On Monday, at 7.40p.m.
(BBC2), Open Space is given ovel
to Goldsmiths’ College Media Re

search Group. They set out ta

prove that right-wing attempts to
show Labour-controlled councils
gald-up members of the ‘loony

are based on lies and fab-.

rications designed to ‘justify’

government attacks on local

democracy. At 7.45p.m. (Radio 4),

Science Now. At 8.15p.m. (Radio
4), Sanctions, a play about a

South African political prisoner
and his family’s efforts to have

1 him released b) David Caute. At

9p.m. (C4), first of two
documentaries following a doctor
and a midwife who leave the UK
for a two year stint Into Nicar-

agua. At 9.30p.m. (BBC1), Panor-
ama looks at The Underclass of 88

) ROBSON S CHOICE

On Tuesday, at 2.05p.m.
(Radio 3),
Sound. At 7 30p.m. (Radio 3),

comedy of theatrical life in a
provincial town by Alexander
Ostrovsky, Artists and Admirers.
At 8.30p.m. (BBC1), Wildlife on
One. At 10p.m (C4) exquisite

Woody Allen fllm Zelig. At

10.45p.m. (ITV), a documentary

entltled Martin Luther ng The

Legacy.

On Weanesday, at 8.10p.m.

(BBC2), issues from science to-
~day in Antenna. At 9.20p.m.
~(Rad10 3), part-two of And Then

There Was Us. At 9. 40p.m
(BBC1), a curiosity on Q.E.‘D.,
The Snooker Machine. At
10.20p.m. (BBC2), another
documentary in the series Up
North. At 10.30p.m. (C4), a TV
version of August Strindberg’s
classic play, Creditors. At
12.45p.m. (C4) The Last of the
Blue Devﬂs, recounts the great
days of Kansas City jazz in the
1920s and 1930s (Count Basie,
Charlie Parker, Lester Young,
Dizzy Gi]lespie et al).

On Thursday, at 9.30p.m. (C4),
Charles Gormley’s film, Heaven-
ly Pursuits. At 12.25p.m. (Radio
4) Flying the Flag. At 12.30p.m.
(C4) Akira Kurosawa’s masterly
Throne of Blood, loosely based on
Shakespeare S Macbeth

On Friday, at 10.45a.m. (Radic
3), The Operatic Oboe. At 11a.m.
(Radio 4), Analysis looks and the

pohtxcal 1mphcat10ns of Argenti- §

na’s deepemnsz economic cCrisis.
At 2.35p.m. :Rzcio 3), final part of
An Itahan Sound. At 930pm
(BBC2), Arena looks at controver-
sial New York photographer
Robert Mapplethorpe.

Tom Scott Robson

part-two of An Itahan |
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| V."PAUI. HOLMES, Life sentence, 119034.
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JAMES BENNE‘I’I’ 20-year sentenoe
464989. @

PETER JORDAN, t15-year sentence
H22338.

EDDIE BUTLER, Life sentence, 338637.
ROBERT CUNNINGHAM, 20-year sent-
ence, 131877.

GERRY CUNNINGHAM, 20-year sent-
ence, 132016.

JOHN ‘McCOMB, 17- year sentence,
B51715.

HUGH DOHERTY, Life sentence, 338636:.
VINCE DONNELLY, Life sentence..

274064.

MAIDSTONE
HM Prison County Road, Maidstone
Kent
SHAUN McSHANE, B75898
DONAL CRAIG, 4-year sentence, L40579.

PARKHURST
HM Prison Parkhurst, Newport, isle of
Wight, PO30 5NX
PATRICK HACKETT, 20-year sentence
342603.
PAUL NORNEY, Life sentence, 863532.
TOMMY QUIGLEY, Life sentence 69204.
PETER SHERRY, Life sentence, B75880.

WAKEFIELD

HM Prison Love Lane, Wakefield, W

Yorks. WF2 9AG

NATALINO VELLA, 15-year sentence,
B71644.
NOEL GIBSON, Life sentence, 879225,
WILLIAM " ARMSTRONG, Life sentence
119085

ALBANY
HM Prison Albany, Newport, Isie or
Wight, PO30 5RS |
MARTIN BRADY, Life sentence, 119087.
HARRY DUGGAN, Life sentence, 338638.
BILLY GRIMES, 10-year sentence, 78647.
SEAN KINSELLA, Life sentence, 758661.

GARTREE

HM Prison Gartree, Leicester Rd, Market
Harborough, Leics, LE16 7RP
RONNIE McCARTNEY Life sentence,
463799.
STEPHEN NORDONE Life sentence
758663.
JOE O'CONNELL, Life sentence, 338635
PATRICK McLAUGHLIN, 30-year sent-
ence.
ROY WALSH, Life sentence, 119083.

FRANKLAND |
HM Priscn Finchale Ave, Brasside,
Durham

BRENDAN DOWD, Life sentence,
758662.

ence, L.46486.

EDDIE O’'NEILL, 20-year sentence,

135722.

I.EIOES'I'ER -
HM Prison Weiford Rd, Leicester, LE2
A

PAUL KAVANAGH, Life sentence 1888
GERARD McDONNELL Life sentence
B75882.

BRIAN KEENAN 21- year sentence

. B26380, . .
PATRICK McGEE, Life sentenoe 875881

DURMAM

HM Prison Durham, Oid Eivert Streot.'

Durham.
MARTINA ANDERSON, Life senténce,
D25134. |
ELLA O’'DWYER, Life sentence, D25135.
- REMAND PRISONERS:
- BRIXTON

HM Prison, Jebb Avenue, Brixton, Lon-.

don SW2 S5XF.

LIAM McCOTTER, LB83693
PATRICK McLAUGHLIN, LB83694.

LIAM QUINN, 49930

INNOCENT MEN AND
WOMEN FRAMED BY THE
" BRITISH POLICE:

CAROLE RICHARDSON, 290718, 'HM

Prison Styal, Wilmslow, Cheshnre
PATRICK ARMSTRONG, HM Prison Gar-
tree.

G.(DANNY) McNAMEE, 25-year sentence,
L48616, HM Prison, Parkhurst

PATRICK McLAUGHLIN, 30-year sent-

ence, HM Prison, Gartree

GERARD CONLON, 462779, HM Prison
Long Lartin. -

PAUL HILL, 462778, HM Prison Long
Lartin.

JUDITH WARD, HM Prison Durham.
HUGH CALLAGHAN, 509499, HM Prison,
Long Lartin.

JOHN WALKER, 509494, HM Prison, Long
Lartin,

BILLY POWER, 509498, HM Prison,

Wormwood Scrubs

GERARD HUNTER, 509495, HM Pnson
Gartree.

RICHARD McILKENNY, 509497, HM Pris-
on, Wormwood Scrubs.

PADDY HILL, 509496, HM Prison, Gartree.
Wormwood Scrubs, Ducane Rd, Lon-
don, W12 OAE.

They are all serving life and in the case of
Carole Richardson, indefinite detention.

We thank An Cumann Cabhrach, British section, for
supplying and updating this information.
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Invites you toa
KURDISH NEW YEAR

CELEBRATION
"Tobeheldat

Shoreditch Town Hall,
- 380 0ld Street EC1., ...

On Saturday 19th March 1988

GUESTS:

Demograt Taha

'Behzat

Muslum Erdogan

Kurdish Dance Group
Kurdish Music

KCC Music Band

£5

Buses14924367485562235'
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GEORGE LORMIN IN THE USA
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Capitol Hill, Washington DC

AS THE Reagan era draws to its
close there is a pervasive fear that
the United States has entered a
period of inevitable decline. At the

same time there is

fascination

with the apparently lrre51st1ble

~r1se of Japan.

Not only does Washington no longer

call the shots as it did during the -early

Cold War years, but there is a crisis of
leadership which produces an impress-
“ion of drift and failure. o

Even in his waking hours Reagan gives no
inkling that he recognises the problem. Whatev-
er the short-term gains made by the wealthy

during his administration, it has been disaster-
yus for the long-term health of American capl-

:alism.

Perhaps the least im-
portant indication of de-
cline is the fact that de-
spite Reagan’s promise
to balance the budget, the
‘national debt has in-
creased more under his
administration than dur-
ing the previous 39 pres-
idencies. Paradoxically,
an increasing proportion

of that debt is held by

foreigners.
More serious is the

"undermines

foreign trade deficit,

which results in cumula-

tive increase in the exter-

" nal debt. The capital pil-

ing up in foreign hands
the
sovereignty of the Amer-
ican ruling class. A coun-
try which is increasing its
indebtedness to the rest
of the world, notably to its
major competitors, is
clearly in a position of

decline.

- the falling

RO
.....
It

In an effort to counter-
act a situation brought
about by an over-valued
dollar in the early 1980s.
the administration en
couraged its deprecia
tion. -

‘But since the dollar is

- not only a key currencyir

international trade bul
still remains basic to the
world monetary and
financial system, the fall
in the dollar puts a ques-
tion mark over its con-
tinuation in this role. The
financial power of Wall
Street, undermined by
dollar, has
beep further battered by
the crash of 19 October,
1987 and its aftermath.

The once powerful dol-
lar is now under press-
ure. Major banks have
had to write off part of the
billions of bad debts with
the Latin American coun-
tries which form part of
America’ S informal
empire.

Although the weaker
dollar has given some en-
couragement to export in-
dustries, so many manu-
facturing facilities have
been transferred to low-
wage countries that there
iIS no way in which an
export drive can miracu-

investment.

Thus the depreclated
dollar has encouraged ex-
porters to reduce costs

and accept lower profit .

margms to mamtam their
position in the US
market.

The compulsion to real-
ise surplus value even if
that means accumulating

depreciating dollars is
the alternative to over-.

production crisis and
slump for these coun-
tries.

‘While the laws of capi-
talist development are
working themselves out

"uncontrollablys» the

Reagan administration,
and its supporters, ena-

moured of the free mar-
ket, practice a policy of

drift and do-nothing.
It looks increasingly

like the march of the som-
nambulist to the edge of

- the precipice.

.....

SR e, T b,

lously transform the ba-

lance of trade deficit mto "more o f the burden.

The mcrease in the
budget deficit since 1980
has been almost entlrely
a consequence of in- .

a credit.

Any further fall in the
dollar will mean higher
interest rates, a credit
crunch and a depression.

‘A weak dollar means a

loss of autonomy.

The US can no longer

impose its will on the rest
of the world; its economy

is at the mercy of foreign

investors. Their decision
to unload greenbacks
could bring about a major
financial upheaval

Obviously America’ S
Japanese, German or
Swiss creditors have no

~ intention of. bringing ab-
‘out a financial crash in
which they would suffer.

But in pursuing their
own interests they might
bring it about, just as
those who shouted sell,
sell, sell on 19 October

had no intention of pro-
- voking an historic stock

exchange collapse.

- Nevertheless, the very
size of the American eco-
nomy makes it an invalu-
able market not only for
Japan and the European

countries but also for the

newly industrialising

countries, most of which
are hosts to American

While the evidence of
economic decline is plain
enough, the other side of
this is the strategic role of
American .imperialism,
bearing the brunt of the
military ‘defence’ of

- world capitalism. |
This military strength,_

based on spending which
amounts to over six per
cent of ghe largest nation-

al product in the world,

has betome a colossal

- negative for the eco-
‘nomy. |

Its role in warding off
an overproduction crisis
through the employment
of 18 million civilian
workers and over 2 mil-
lion. servicemen and
women has been over-
taken by the adverse
effects it has upon federal

finances and the competi-

tiveness of industry.

- No wonder that for
years the administration
has been calling (in vain)
for its ‘allies’ to bear

creased military spend-

ing. Much of this has gone

to support a huge milit-
ary-bureaucratic appar-
atus linked with the
corporate giants which
receive the prime con-

tracts for military hard-

ware. Overcharging and
cost overruns swallowed
up tax dollars and churn
out expensive and largely
outmoded and ineffective
weapons systems.

- High tech weaponry be-
comes more and more ex-
pensive both in research
and devlopment and in
manufacture.

Increased costs of even
the more conventional

armaments means that it

is necessary to spend

~ more to stay in the race.

High quality research
and the best scientists are
employed in developing
new ways of killing peo-
ple, while industry falls

behind its foreign rivals

and watches while they
penetrate the home mar-
ket with impunity.

Resgan s itghtyears

- branch plants and capital

As ‘defence’ is a sacred

cow, even opponents of

the Reagan administra-
tion seldom criticise it,
preferring, instead, like

some Democratic pres-

idential candidates, to

call for protectionist me-
asures against forelgn
lmports |

Defenders of American
capitalism, or many of

them, now see that the

attempt to maintain

America’s former world
role may lead to econc-
mic disaster and are call-
ing for a change of policy

‘before it is too late.

Thus ‘Newsweek’ de-
voted most of its 22
February issue to the
question: is America in
Decline? All sorts of his-
torical analogies are
being mulled over and old
cyclical theories of his-
tory are being resur-
rected.

All this takes place In
an atmosphere of fin de
siecle decadence
appropriate for the times.

Not surpisingly the
usual end to such specula-
tion is that decline 1s not
inevitable — if. . . and
there then follows the
particular course of  ac-
tion which the writer sees
as the alternatlve to de-
cline.

‘Even a brief scrutiny
shows that as far as possi-
ble they want things to go
on as before plus some
desperate clutching at
straws.

Thus, Evan Thomas

‘Newsweek’s’ Washmg—' E ',

ton bureau chief, comes
up with a veritable hog’s

‘wash of recommenda- |
tions, if it is to avoid the

fate of the Austro-
Hungarian Empire
(which he omits to point
out, ended in revolution
at the end of the First
World War).

‘To wring out the exces-

- ses of consumerism and

debt’, he writes, Amer-

 jcans will have to stop

buying more than they
produce, and that may
hurt the standard of hv-
ing. But America’s abil-
ity to re-create itself is
the real secret of the na-
tion’s stability’.

It is the same old mum-
bo-jumbo, with the usual
appeal for belt-
tightening. And, as he
supports mlhtary spend-
ing, though he wants US
allies to contribute more
(another familiar . ploy),
he, and others like him,
are calling for guns be—

. fore butter.

He wants more foreign
investment and more im-
migration: ‘It is not too
far-fetched to say that.the
nation’s best defence
against Asian economic

competiton may be to
open the door wide to
Asian immigrants’.

Clutching at straws has
become a typical reflex
action of those supporters
of capitalism who have
considered the problem
of American decline iIn
the gathering twilight of
the Reagan era.
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ISRAELI troops moved in with clubs and
tear gas to brutally smash up women’s
marches in Ramallah, Nablus, Hebron,

Tulkarm and Jerusalem on 8 March |
International Women’s Day

‘Soldiers sprayed gas into women’s faces at

close range, as well as beating them during the

Ramallah attack.

Later two people were

killed when the troops
opened fire on protesting
Palestinians.

The military’s savagery
a ainst Women’s Da mar-

ers highlights the in-
creasmgly lmportant part
Palestinian women are play-
ing in their People s struggle
for national liberation.

Since 1979, some 3,000
women have been through
Israeli prisons and deten-
tion, even before the upris-

ing. These were, or were sus-
pected of being, the political

activists. But now with the

people as a whole nsm to

ront the occupiers’ bru-
tahty, any Palestinian
woman who can find herself
in the front-line.

‘Women have been shot or
are being exposed to brutal-
ity, like everyone else,’ says
Dima Milhem, an exiled
Palestinian woman who has
been closely monitoring re-

- cent events.

Dima notes that while peo-

ple are often being beaten at

‘No doubt’
about Mi6
conspiracy

AUSTRALIA’S ex-Prime Minister

ity, and

BY CHARLIE
POTTINS

L

random, women Included,
the troops frequently seem
to aim their blows and kicks
at the reproductive organs.
Women have been beaten on
the breasts, and pregnant
women kicked in the sto-
mach.

_ Israeli soldiers have
into homes and pulled

one
the

clothes of older women to

humiliate them. Sexual
attacks and harassment
have been used as a way of
deterring women from activ-
tting the people as
a whole.

‘The documented big in-
crease in miscarriages in the
Gaza camps and elsewhere
can be attributed to the brut-
al repression. As well as
beatings of pregnant women,
there is the fear and terror
Dima says. ‘In one case, a
heavily pregnant woman
was made to stand with her
arms spread facing a wall,

Gough Whitlam has said he did not doubt
for one minute that British intelligence
worked with the CIA against his govern-

ment.

- Whitlam, whose Labour government was dis-
missed by the Queen’s governor-general Sir John

- Kerr in the notorious 1975 ‘Canberra Coup’, told

an interviewer on Sydney’s Radio 2UE that he
knew MI6 was monitoring Australian govern:
ment communications at the time. |

‘And of course we knew
the CIA was interested ir
us, although it was onl:
later that we had precis¢
information on that.’

British intelligence’s part
in the ‘Canberra Coup’ came
as news to most Australians,
even those who had long sus-
pected the CIA’s involve:
ment because of US interests
in maintaining the Pine Gap
electronic spying base near
Alice Springs.

The role of MI5 and MIG
was exposed in John Pilger’s
TV documentary series The
Last Dream shown on Au-
stralian TV last month. He
says that in 1974, the CIA’s
Londori station chief Dr.John
Proctor asked MI6 for help
with ‘the Whitlam problem’.

The programme has cre-
ated a fresh stir in Australia
over the dramatic events of
1975, although the present
Labour leadership would
seemingly prefer they were
forgotten.

Thousands of trade union-
ists marched in angry de-
monstrations against Gov-
ernor-General Kerr's ‘con-
stitutional coup’, but the

BOB HAWKE

Labour leaders did not
mobilise this potential
strength fully, one reason
bemg that, as ‘was later re-
vealed, they feared the army
might intervene.

Malcolm Fraser’s Liber-
als — the Australian Tory
party — were able to take
over.

Australia’s present Labour
rime minister, former un-
ion leader Bob. Hawke, has
tried to pooh-pooh Pllger’*
programme, claiming the in
ternationally-known Austra
lian journalist was a ‘noto
rious inaccurate reporter’.

~ arrested  an

lNTERNA TIONAL NEWS

Palestme women
in the front line

and they shot bullets all
round her, till she mlscar-
ried on the spot.’

this

Women are defymg
terror. Besides trying to stop
their young sons bein
beaten, an
gettmg beaten themselves

r this, Palestinian women
have been increasingly en-

g eged in organised activity,

ying the curfews.

Often this is an extension
af)revlous commumty,
th and welfare activity.
Women have gone into cur-
few areas to tend the sick
and wounded, or smuggle in
food. ‘Women health work-
ers have travelled to remote
places to teach people first
aid, what to do when injured
by tear gas, ete.’

‘Women are taking more
part in public life, they are
represented in the commit-
tees, women are giving out
leaflets, they are going out

-during curfews, and risking

dangers,” Dima told a Jew-
ish Soclahsts’ Group Inter-
national Women’s Da meet-
ing in London. ‘The orga-
nisation of women’s commit-
tees has worked, so the
women’s work is respected
by the men.’

Dima Milhem sees a
change taking Place parallel
with the rise of a new, youn-
ger leadership in the Palesti-
nian struggle. ‘The role of

women has changed women -

have gained legltlmacy for
their autonomous participa-
tion. That’s a pomt of no

Capitalist press hacks —
anxious for their careers in
an industry that has become

tightly concentrated in

monopoly hands — weighed
in with sneers at ‘conspiracy
theory’.

However, former Whitlam
aide William Pinwill, who
was a consultant to the Pil-
ger documentaries, has re-
minded Hawke of state
ments he made in 1977, re-
gorted then by the 3 May 197',

dne Sun ‘Hawke sus-
pects CIA of sacking’.

He also points out that un-
masked spy Christopher
Boyce alleged the CIA had

interfered In Australian un-

ions, deceived the Austra-
lians about Pine Gap’s op-
erations, and destabilised
the Whitiam government in

a campalgn ‘worse than
Chile’.

A State Department offi-

cial who investigated the
allegations told Pinwill in
1978: ‘I cannot vouch for the
fact that nothing improper
was done by the CIA during
the Whltlam government. I
can’t be sure.’

President Jimmy Carter
sent a special envoy to see
Whitlam after the Boyce
allegations with the message
‘that he respected the demo-
cratic rights of America’s
allies, and that the US admi-
nistration would never again

-interfere in the domestic
pohtlcal processes of Au-

stralia.’

Until the ‘Canberra Coup’,
most Australians assumed
the Governor-General was
just a figurehead, for cere-
monial duties such as open-
ing parliament. Sir John
Kerr always denied any in-
telligence connections, but
there is evidence now that he
had ties with the CIA gomg
back to the 1940’s.

British intelligence has

 longstanding lmks with the

Australian Security Intelli-
gence Orgamsatlon (ASIO),

which may have given it a

special role. .
3 According to diaries kept

by former Labour minister

Clyde Cameron, made avail-
able to Pilger, Gough Whit-
lam told Labour MPs in
1975: ‘The Brits were actual-
ly decoding secret messages

return.

‘So long as the occupatlon
continues, the main contra-
diction will be with the
occupation. Not the struggle
within the family, and-tradi-
tional relations. The attain-
ment of Palestinian rights,
and our own state, will be the
foundation for women to
start to question their own
place, the family ,system,
their own oppression.’

Stressing that the uprising

‘was not just over economic

conditions, or civil rights,
but ‘for a state, and a state
under the PLO’, Dima con-
cluded: ’As the woman has a
double oppression, she has a
special reason to fight for a
Palestinian state.”

KIBBUTZ
CLUBBING

ISRAELI soldiers in the

occupied West Bank and
Gaza have been e ttiuipped
with new, solid plas
cheons, which officers praise
as unbreakable in normal
use (battering people).

The truncheons are made
at Kibbutz Neveh Eytan

settlement bel to the
Labour Party m United
Kibbutz movement

The movement’s secretar-

‘iat has condemned those

Israelis who are refusing
to serve in the occupation
forces. |

coming into the Foreig:
Affairs office . the
reason they make such ar
assault on me is that the)
hope I will crack.’
Whitlanr

'On 4 May 1977,
told parliament “There is in-
creasing and profoundly in-
creasing evidence that fore-

ign espionage and intelli-

gence activities are being
practised in Australia on a
wide scale . . . I believe the
evidence is so grave in its
detail and so alarming in its
implications that it demands

- the fullest explanation.

‘The deception over the
CIA and the activities of
foreign installations on ow
soil all affect Australia’s in-

dependence and sovereign

ty. There is a need for par

" liamentary scrutiny of fore-

ign intelligence activities in

my country. The need is ur-

gent.’

Whitlam had told Labour
MPs how the US government
misled him about Richard

Stallings, who set up Pine
Gap as a supposed joint com-

munications facility, not re-
vealing that he was a CIA
operative. He also urged
them to ask questions about

‘intelligence and military

aspects of his dismissal.

Accordmg to Clyde
Cameron’s diary, Wlntlam
particularly wanted them to
ask whether particular un-
its of the armed forces were
supplied with live ammuni-
tion at the time of the consti-

- tutional crisis.’

The ex-minister took this
as a ‘clear indication’ that
they were. He says when he
tabled a question to Fraser’s.
Defence Minister James Kil-
len, ‘He fudged it. I didn’t get
a yes or a no.’

On 22 May 1977, the Labour

Party’s National Executive
passed a resolution attack-
ing foreign intelligence
‘manipulation of political
events in 1975°, which they
delivered to the US embassy
They never got a reply.

The resolution was drafted
by Whitlam. The National

Executlve John Pilger

points out, ‘was presided
over by the then leader of the
ACTU (Australian Congress
of Trade Unions)Bob Hawke,
who gave 1t hlS full suDDort

‘public ‘has ari

, ——WORLDBR IEF—— -
"Women invade
consulate

ABOUT 30 women demanding

that Britain. sever

diplomatic and trade links with South Africa invaded
the British consulate in Johannesburg on Internation-

al Women’s Day.

Earlier, South African riot
police had moved to break
up a demonstration by 300

women defying the govern-

ment’s state of emergency.
With posters reading ‘Unban

Democracy’ and ‘Your si--

lence is consent’, the demoun-
strators had picketed the
Chamber of Mines, deman-
ding an end to restrlctlons on
the COSATU unions and
other anti-Apartheid orga-
nisations.

Turkish
Arrests

TURKISH police arrested 73
people - outs1de Izmir prison
on Tuesday 8 March. They
had been demonstratmg in
support of 25 political prison-
ers who were in the second
week of a hunger strike.

Panama _
agent

AS the Reagan adn'nmstra- ‘

tion stepped up its economic
sanctions against Panama’s
military strongman General
Noriega last week, blocking
banknotes and canal dues,
US politicians rowed over re-
spon51b1hty for Noriega.

Senator Bob Dole deman-
ded to know how long ‘the
biggest drug dealer in the
hemisphere’, as Noriega has
been called, had been on the
CIA’s pay roll. Aides said the
t to know

whether (ex-CIA boss and

residential rival) George

ush s1gned off on the pay-
ments.’

GOUGH WHITLAM

Angola call

ANGOLA has called on other
African states to rally to its
side in confronting South Afri-
can aggression.

Chlle, |
Britain,
against
Kurds

UNEXPLODED chemical
bombs with Chilean mark-
ings have been found by Kur-
dish fighters in Iraqi Kurdis-
tan, according to Horsash
Zibari of the KurdJsh Demo-
cratic Party.

Zibari says Iraqi forces
operating agamst his people
are using British com-
munication equipment such
as the Racal Transeeiver.
He says the British £175 mil-
lion loan to the Iraqi regime
for purchase of -phar-
maceutical and computer
equipment is helping thereg
ime wage war on the Kurds

‘The question is whether any duly elected refomzst govern-
ment will be allowed to govern in future. What is at stake is

whether the
to have con
parliamentary processes.’

ople who seek change and reform are ever again
e that tt can be achieved through the normal

Gough Whitlam,

sacked Labour prime minister of Australia, at Australian
N atlonal “niversity. 29 October 1975.

and called for an inquiry into
CIA interference in Austra-
lian domestic politics.’

Now, however, Hawke has
tried to dismiss the issue.
‘He gave no indication of
what had made him change
his mind,’ Pilger observes.
(‘Times on Sunday’, 21
February). The ournallst
comments that the full
story ever comes out, it ‘will
provide not only answers ab-

out the past but also an in--

sight into the nature of pre-

sent- day Federal Labour

politics.’

whnatever the reasons for

‘Hawke’s personal change of

mind, it is clear the Labour
leaders do not welcome re-
vival of interest in the 1975
events, any more than their
British counterparts were
wxllmg to press the issue of
MI5’s conspiracies under the
Wilson government. |

Australian Trotskyists
also pomt to a ‘deafening
silence’ from Stalinists in the
labour movement. For -
‘peaceful roaders’ as for re=-
formists, there are questions
about the capitalist state
they would prefer were not
answered.




l Personal Column

The words

and wisdom
of Sir
Thomas

Browne

'HAT the words I listed here last
week have in common is that
- they were all coined, and intro-

duced into the English language, by the

17th-century writer and physician Sir

Thomas Browne.

All nine appeared for the first time in
Browne’s extraordinary book ‘Pseudodox-
ia Epidemica: or, Enquiries into very
many received tenents, and commonly
presumed truths’, first published in 1646

and generally known as ‘Vulgar Errors’.

The Latin title means literally something
like ‘Prevalent False Opinions’.

Not all of Browne’s coinages had the

' same meaning then that they have now.
To him ‘electricity’ meany static electric- -

ity; ‘literary’ meant pertaining to the
letters of the alphabet; an ‘insecurity’

‘méant, more or less, uncertainty. His
‘retrogression’ was an astronomical term

that is, I think, still current, though
‘retrogradation’ is more common.

He also invented scores of sonorous
words that didn’t catch on, such as favagi-
nous’ for honeycombed and ‘digladiation’
for fighting with swords.

Browne is an interesting writer, not just
because of his rich and inventive vocabul-
ary, but for two other reasons as well.

~ In the first place, his prose style is a

‘strange mixture of elaborate Latinisms

AS | SEEIT..

and Anglo-Saxon plainness.

A century later Samuel Johnson would
sometimes say the same thing twice: the
first time in plain English, the second time
dressing up the identical thought in pom-
pous polysyllables of Latin derivation, as if
he wasn’t quite satisfied with his first
effort.

Browne made up similar doublets, but
he did it the other way round, the plain
following the pompous. The effect is gener-
ally humorous: a sly, ironic, whimsical
kind of humour.

But he’s far too elaborately baroque a
writer — Johnson, of all people, com-
plained of his over-fondness for recondite
words — to serve as a model for those
whose aim is to write lucid, direct, and
precise English. _.

In the second place, Browne is an in-
teresting writer because, living at a time
of great social and intellectual change —
he was 44 when the English people cut off
the head of King Charles I — he faced
both ways. He looked back to magic and
forward to science.

He had a firm religious faith that often
skirted the border of mysticism and some-
times crossed it. His first book, ‘Religio
Medici’ (‘A Doctor’s Religion’, 1642) is a
personal statement of Christian belief,
written ‘for my private exercise and satis-
faction’, circulated originally in manu-
script, and first published in a pirated

" edition.

From the mish-mash of medieval super-

stitions and popular delusions, Browne
retained a belief in the basilisk or cockat-

" rice, that fabulous reptile which killed
with a breath or even a glance (though he-

couldn’t bring himself to believe  that it
was hatched by a serpent from a cock’s
egg). -

He also believed in unicorns and witch-
es, and thought that disbelief in the latter
was spread by Satan..

To his shame, he gave evidence in a trial

at Bury St Edmunds in 1664, when Amy
Duny and Rose Cullender were accused of
witchcraft. Their victims had allegedly
vomited up 40 crooked pins and a

twopenny lath nail, and the two women
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were hanged protesting their innocence.

In fairness to Browne, it should be
added that he didn’t commit himself to
their guilt, but told the court that in
Denmark, two years before, similar evi-
dence had been given in a witch trial.

Yet, coexisting in Browne’s thinking
with the Christian who subscribed to this
medieval claptrap, there was also a scien-
tist — a primitive one, to be sure — who
subjected the everyday dubious beliefs of
his contemporaries to a severe examina-
tion in the spirit of his predecessor Francis
Bacon, the precursor of English empir-
icism. |

‘The mortallest enemy unto knowledge,’
wrote Browne, ‘and that which hath done
the greatest execution upon truth, hath
been a peremptory adhesion unto author-
ity; and more especially, the establishing
of our belief upon the dictates of anti-
quity.’

That badgers have legs on one side
shorter than the others; that crystal is ice
strongly congealed; that elephants have
no joints; that snails have no eyes; that
salamanders live in flames; that beavers,
to escape hunters, bite off their own
testicles; that a weasel’s left testicle wrap-

ped in a piece of she-mule hide makes an

effective contraceptive: he scrupulously
weighed these and many other ancient
popular beliefs in the balance and found
them wanting.

To this end, Browne didn’t merely
argue, and cite authorities of his own. As a
primitive biologist he closely observed
plants and animals and became an author-
ity on those of East Anglia; and, above all,
he conducted no end of expermments.

To prove that glass wasn’t poisonous he

fed finely pulverised glass to dogs, with no

ill effects. On scales registering one-tenth
of a grain, he weighed a snipe’s brain to
find the relationship between size of brain
and body, and he strangled a chicken on

the scales to find out whether it weighed
more dead than alive.

He counted more than 700 stones in a
turkey’s gizzard; drowned cats, mice, and
other animals to discover that their bodies
floated to the surface at different times;

Feter Fryev

and dissected every kind of animal from
an earthworm to a horse — though when
he tried to dissect a whale he soon gave up,
defeated by the ‘abominable scent’.

When a bee settled on his desk he put
his finger on its diaphragm to feel it hum.
He collected deathwatch beetles from the
wainscots of his house, counted and de-
scribed their ticking noises, and found out
how they produced them — and nobody in
his family died as a result.

He shot off various weapons to deter-
mine the strength of gunpowder, the prop-
er ingredients of noiseless gunpowder, and

what happened to bullets of different
substances in flight and on impact.

He had a lively but far from obsessive
interest in sex and was, so far as I know,
the first English writer to list systemati-
cally every physiologically possible coital
position. The story of a woman who got

~ pregnant from taking a bath he called ‘a

new and unseconded way in History to
fornicate at a distance’. )

In an England into which increasing
numbers of black people were being
brought as domestic slaves of the rich, two
explanations were current for what
Browne called ‘the Blacknesse of Negroes’.

One was that their complexion resulted
from God’s curse on Ham for looking on
the the nakedness of his father Noah as

the old man lay drunk in his tent. Browne

devoted a whole chapter of ‘Vulgar Errors’
to refuting this absurdity.

He also contemptuously dismissed the
other explanation: that Africans had black
skin because they had been scorched b
the tropical sun. | o

Here, fas. in many »Other’ ' respects,

Browne was far in advance of his time. His

‘Vulgar Errors’, though few perhaps

would nowadays want to read it from

cover to cover, is well worth dipping into. -

For all its ambiguities and contradic-

tions, Browne’s literary legacy is a small
but important part of that cultural herit- .

age which, as my colleague Tom Owen
reminded us last week, it is the responsi-

bility of Marxists to cherish, defend, and

carrv forward.

"BYTOM OWEN

RECENTLY MPs have voted to
introduce television cameras into
the House of Commons after 20
years of prevarication and a num-
ber of ‘conscience’ votes free from

- the control of the party whips. They

will have to be. ‘idiot’ cameras
placed discreetly and unobtrusive-
ly. The reason for this, we are told,
is that the debates take place in the

smallest room of all the world's

chambers of democracy.

BBC and ITV are falling over
themselves to assure their political
masters that there will be careful
editing along the lines of Canadian
television, with cameras concen-
trating on close up shots, so that
any unseemly scenes in the bear
garden will not distract us from the
‘serious’ behaviour of the House. |

hear that the ever alert gambling

front of the cameras. Will it be the
redoubtable Denis Skinner or
Dafydd Wigley the Plaid MP?

Odds on favourite at the moment
is that hapless wet Tory backben-
cher who reminded Thatcher that
she had opposed the introduction
of charges on eye testing some
years ago and then had to physi-
cally defend himself from some of
her more unbalanced zealots.

As is usually the case with ‘free’

votes the Labourites were split

between the camera shy and the
photogenic. Instead of demanding
for the working class complete free
access to information and an end
to bourgeois secrecy these
addicted parliamentarians were at
pains to ‘protect the dignity of the
house’. =

Kinnocchio insisted on the
Canadian model to make sure that

any protest, whether legitimate or

due to ‘buffoonery’, would be
screened out by close-angle shots.
So we won’t see the duty free
drunks and slumberers or even
see if our MPs are in attendance.

The response of the populist

backwoodsman, Joe Ashton, was
to predict an invasion of ‘lesbian
vikings'. . |

The danger that these proce-
dures might become pure ‘enter-
tainment’ baffles me. Only the
most perverse cynic of staggering
stamina could find the tedious

ritual of confirming executive deci-

sions as ‘entertainment’.

However, it is true that the com-
posite creature, the British ruling
class, has a mandarin obsession
with secrecy, and constantly draws
a veil over its operations. Secrecy
of power, secret diplomacy, secre-
cy of accountancy, secrecy of
wealth, secrecy of life style.

Secrecy seryes a number of
purposes, keeps the masses un-
prepared and allows the ruling
class and its agencies to prepare
its defences and launch its attacks
on ‘dangerous elements’.

- Secrecy also serves another im-
portant function — it allows for
mystification and the development
of powerful mythologies of the
‘world’s finest democracy’. The
cretinous and parasitic royals be-
come a ‘hardworking constitutional

monarchy’ and the modei of family

life we must all emulate.

Of course sometimes the secre-
cy breaks down, and we get a
glimpse behind the veil. Scandals,
causes celebres are difficult to hide
because the system is not a
‘monolithic’ machine manipulated

by the media as the moral right and

the moralist alike believe.

Capitalism is characterised by
the struggle of antagonistic social
forces, and the media are not free
of these antagonisms. The Thatch-

‘er administration has a long cata-

logue of personal and political

scandals; the tattered veil of secre-

cy is replaced constantly with the
seamless robe of respectability
and probity.

- The constant source of scandal

is the separation of public from
private life under capitalism as an
expression of the division of

. labour.

That the ruling circles should ve

split over ‘cameras in the house’ is

not surprising. It represents the
debate of how to present the state
to the public without too much
demystification.

The problems debated in the
media are not just ‘how much’
information is it safe for us to

| I | i
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- lobby has opened a book on who
—will be the first to be kicked out in

recieve, but through what kind of
prism are we to percieve it, and
how is the information to be
framed.

- Talking of sources of informa-
tion, one of the traditional sources
IS rumour. There is a malicious
calumny circulating amongst some
Sheffield ‘forward wits’. It is
claimed that Joe Ashton, Labour
MP and journalist for ‘The Star’ and
‘The Moming Star’, has bought a
tailor's dummy to sit in the front

room of his property in the leafy

suburbs of Ranmoor to frighten
away the villains who might wish to
burgle him whilst hegis involved in
the serious business of the House
and writing for ‘The Star’. May |

~ have license to fantasise on this

piece of gossip?
Perhaps the dummy comes

Aalo_ng as a perk from the world’s
- most exclusive club? They may all .
possess them. May | suggest that

they all stay at home to guard their
property and place their dummies
in front of the robot cameras. Well,
we have sleeping policemen and
dumb waiters don’t we? The MPs
can phone in their contributions
and we can watch yet another
talking heads show. |

| LISTINGS

Listings published free for
labour movement organisa-
gvom.' Send ’f‘letalls t&:rrl\g
mid-day Monday

lication the following Thp:rs.
CONFERENCE OF IMMIG-
RANT TURKISH WOMEN

Discussion, videos and music.
13 March. 2 Newington Green
Road, London N1. Telephone

01-226 8647.

PICKET DURHAM PRISON!
Stop strip searches! End Brit-

ish torture! On Intemational

women's d% Sun;l:! March
13, | pm. Organised by the
Irish Republican POW Cam-
paign Committee. Transport:
£10 (unwa?ed £5). Tickets
available from Green Ink
Books (263-4748).

NON-STOP . PICKET OF

-SOUTH AFRICA HOUSE For
the release of Nelson Mandela

and all political prisoners in
South Africa. For sanctions

againét the racist South Afri- -

can government. S Africa
ilguse, Trafalgar Sq — City

CAMPAIGN AGAINST
POLICE REPRESSION
(CAPR) Wkly planning [mgas

Tues 7.30p.m. Stoke

New;ngton Community Centre,
Leswin Rd, N16. All welcome.

Contact: Box CAPR, 83 Black-
stock Road, N4 (01-991 2938.)

VMDC London Support
Group Wkly Campaign Meset-

ings. Thursday eveninas

7.30p.m. Camden Town Hall.
All welcome. (Further details:
01-837 1688.)

GREENHAM COMMON

WOMEN’S CAMP To all
women — we are still here; we
still need your support! Near
Newbury, Exit 13 on M4, or BR
Newburv. Berkshire.

BULLETIN OF THE I[RISH
HUNGER STRIKE COM-

MEMORATION COMMITTEE

(BIRMINGHAM) Now avail-
able on subscription: £2 per
year (3 issues incl. pp). From:

Tiocfaidh Ar La c/o IHSCC, PO
Box 540, Sparkhill, Birming-
ham, Bll

CURRENT CON-
TROVERSIES IN EVOLU-
TION A series of 10 Thursday
evening lectures. (Started 14
Jan) 7pm. £1(includes light re-

- freshments). Lecturer: Mike
- Howgate. Venue Conway Hall,

Red Lion Sq, London.WC1.

DEMONSTRATION AND
RALLY. Unite to Defend
Education. Organised by the
fast Midlands Education

Alliance. Saturday 12 March

12.30pm. Assemble Victona

Park Gates, Leicester. Rally at
Town Hall Square. - |

DEFEND THE NHS Victory io
the health workers. Public
meetings to organise active
support in the community for

the health workers le
called by the nceg%
15 March 7.

town hall, P road, SES.
Wednesday 16 March
7.30pm. Camden black pa-
rents and teachers centre,
Kentish Town road, NWS.
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THE THATCHER government has decided on a
policy of summary execution of Irish republi-
cans who defy British imperialist rule — and the
Labour Party leadership fully supports it.

That is the meaning of the shooting of Mairead

last week end.

Three IRA volunteers
were shot in the back of their
heads, at almost point blank
range (four metres), by a
special air services (SAS) kil-
ler squad. They were un-
armed and had not planted
any bombs; according to eye
witnesses, no warning was
given.

The executions were de-
fended by Tory foreigno
secretary Sir Geoffrey Howe
on the grounds that there
was ‘strong suspicion’ the
three had prepared a car
bomb.

‘It is estimated that
casualties could have run
into three figures’, said the
man who helped Thatcher

Farrell, Sean Savage and Danny McCann in Gibraltar

oy

[ BYSIMON PIRANI

decide to sink ‘The Belgra-
no’. The shootings prevented
a ‘dreadful terrorist act’ he
said. On these grounds, any
unarmed ‘suspected terror-
ist’ could be executed with-
out trial.

The most disgusting sight
in the House of Commons
was not the Tory back ben-
chers baying for blood, but

the support for Howe from

the Labour leaders.

Labour foreign affairs
sokesman, George Robert-
son, congratulated the SAS,

The first woman Republican prisoner to lead the

 campaign against strip-searching in Armagh jail

from 1982 was gunned down in Gibraltar last

Sunday.

Mairead Farrell had spent 10 years of her life,
before she was released in 1986, as a prisoner who

refused all attempts by the Northern Ireland regime

to criminalise her and her fellow inmates.

It was as Officer Comman-
ding Republican women
prisoners in Armagh that
she conducted continued bat-
tles, firstly for political sta-
tus — she was the first
woman denied the rights of a
political prisoner; while still
only 19 she had been sent-
enced to 14 years for posses-
sion of a gun.

As the protest escalated in

- Armagh and in the H-blocks

of Long Kesh, the women
prisoners were denied per-
mission to leave their cells

even to ‘slop out’. So the|
~ dirty protest was joined.
It was Maread Farrell who|.

co-ordinated the struggle in-
side Armagh jail. As Mar-
?aretta D’Arcy recounted
see details of publication
below):

_ BY SARAH
l HANNIGAN

‘Mairead had developed
into a highly sophisticated
negotiator. She had been
there for four years, and In
that time to have built and
maitained unity among this
small group of women was
really remarkable. . .’

Along with Mary Doyle
and Mairead Nugent she
went on hunger strike with
Bobby Sands and other pris-
oners in Long Kesh to high-
Lifht the demands for politic-

status. It was called off
after 19 days.

" Following the hunger
strike of 1981 in which ten
prisoners died, demands

o T

ON Thursday and Friday
last week, seven Irish

people were arrested in
London under the Pre-

vention of Terrorism Act

(PTA). |

‘and said of the IRA: ‘These

people must be dealt with.’
Robertson was only con-
cerned that the murders be
followed up with more thor-
ough repression.

Could Howe be sure that
all those in ‘the conspiracy’
had been shot? Was ‘protec-
tion’ arranged for other
European targets? Were
there links between the IRA
and Libya, or the Basque
separatists? Was the special
branch in on the act?

At Prime Minister’s Ques-
tions last Tuesday, Kinnock
chose to ask Thatcher about
the sterling crisis and Ken
Livingstone asked her about
the Kincora Boys Home.

From Labour — both right

and ‘left’ MPs, including

supporters of the Militant
Tendency — not a voice was
raised 1n
slaughter. Eric Heffer asked
why three people had been
killed ‘when they didn’t have
guns and didn’t plant a
bomb’ — and then joined ir

were granted. But it was not

long before the Northern Ire-

land Office and Westminster
had decreed that crimina-
lisation of political prisoners

~ should be stepped up again.:

In November 1982, a new

Governor of Armagh

ordered that from then on all
women were to be strip-
searched before and aftel
every court appearance,
home or hospital visit or
even after inter-prison jour-
neys. It was remand prison-
ers who bore the brunt of the
brutal new regime.

protest at the

Ms Pamela Kane, an un-
successful Sinn Fein candi-
date in the last Irish general
election, Hugo Jude Reavy,
James Joseph Keegan and
Mrs Deirdre Whelan have

been issued with exclusion

the chorus against ‘terror-
ism of every kind’.

The Gibraltar affair high-
lighs again the SAS’s impun-
ity; it reminded us of the
state’s readiness to use bare-
faced lies in their propagan-
da: fairy tales about ‘500 lbs
of explosive in a car’, or ‘440
lbs’ were released by the

“army and repeated by the

press before Howe admitted
there was no bomb; a roll of
tape, some wire and an
alarm clock in another car
became ‘bomb making
equipment’. |
‘In the nationalist areas of
Belfast crowds of teenagers,
showing their readiness to do
battle hi-jacked and burned.

‘out buses after the news

came through, despite
appeals for calm by Sinn
Feln. -

The killings put the Tory
‘shoot-to-kill campaign’
against the IRA on a new
plane, with full Labour sup-
port. The working class
movement must not allow

From strip-searcin’gto sho-to-ill

One woman, Denise Whit-

la, who was charged with -

non-payment of a fine was
returned from hospital after
a miscarriage, only to be
subjected to the humiliation
of a strip search. Others suf-
fered the same indignity af:
ter giving birth.

. Routine'

As the practice became
routine, it was Mairead Far-
rell who acted as spokes-
woman for the Armagh

Following the closure of Armagh, women have been
moved to the newly-built top security prison that cost a

total of £35 million.

In September 1987, it housed a total of 15 prisoners and
180 staff! Yet str:;fl searching carried out is still carried

out extensively

egedly on ‘security’ grounds.

Psychiatrist, Dr. Ivor Browne of University College,
Dublin has described strip-searching as ‘a rather violent
rocedure and a tremendous intrusion on a human
ing. It’s a violent act and, I think. . . rapacious. . . IS

probably more traumatic than anything else. .

of extreme torture.’

. Short
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orders barring them from
entering Britain.

_This piece of anti-Irish, ra-
cist legislation made perma-
nent only a couple of weeks
ago, is being used to harass
and intimidate Irish people
whether resident in Britain
or merely visitors.

Pamela Kane, Hugo Jude
Reavy and James Joseph
Keegan were arrested on
Thursday, while Pamela’s
brother David Kane was

arrested late on Friday

night.

In a separate incident on
Friday evening, Patrick
Shanahan, Mrs Deirdre
Whelan, brother and sister of
Martina Shanahan, a Categ-
ory A remand prisoner at
Risley Remand Centre in
Cheshire, on a charge of
allegedly conspiring to Kkill
Northern Ireland Secretary
Mr Tom King, were arrested
along with Ms Tina Smith, a
family friend.

The arrests took place at a
Kentucky Fried Chicken res-
taurant in West London.
They had all been dropped
off there by Sister Sara, an

Trial
Irish welfare worker after
attending committal pro-

ceedings at Lambeth Magis-
trates’ Court.
Martina, John MecCann

and Finbar Cullen were com-
mitted to stand trial for

'Hands off Irish community! Smash the PTA!

allegedly conspiring to mur-
der King, at his home in
Wiltshire.

Gareth Pierce, Martina
Shanahan’s solicitor, said
that any of the three could
have been arrested as they
signed into court for the
committal proceedings.

Visit
‘It’s quite clear that the
moment they were free of a

friendly person they were
arrested.’

Over the week end officials
of the Irish embassy in Lon-
don made a separate visit to
each of the seven people

-arrested. The visits were

made at the request of the
[rish government.
Considering past Irish gov-
ernments’ indifference to the
light of other Irish people
eld under the PTA this is a
welcome 1improvement.

But the fact remains that

1last December the Irish gov-

ernment ratified the extradi-
tion treaty with Britain:
agreeing to extradite Irish

citizens to the British occu-

pied six counties and to Bri-

tain itself.

As socialists we must be in
the forefront of defending
the Irish.community against
the attacks jof the state. We
must reinforce our efforts
and launch a vigorous cam-
pmdgn throughout the labour
and trade union movement
to smash the PTA.

® Hands off the Irish com-
munity!
® End harassment of Irish

people travelling to and from
Britain!

@® Smash the PTA!

this new step towards dicta-
torship to be taken un-
opposed. .

The demand for an in-
quiry, sponsored by the
Labour movement, into the
activities of the MI5, Special

‘Branch, and other depart-

ments of the state, against
both Irish republicans and
the working class move-
ment, must be fought for.
k Such an inquiry must ex-
amine all the workings of the
capitalist state against those
who dare resist it.

At the same time, Georﬁe
Robertson’s support for the
executions cannot go unchal-
lenged. In mild terms
Robertson is not up to the
bootstraps of the murdered
volunteers: they were pre-
pared to fight and die for
their belief in Irish self-
determination, while he

egged on Thatcher’s terror-

ism — which is ultimately
directed at the working class
in both Ireland and Britain.

When British workers

women.
It was she who enunciated

the women’s views that

strip-searching was being
carried out with the deliber-

ate intention of humiliating

and degrading them and as a
means of demonstrating that
litical power lay in the
ands of the British establis-
ment in Ireland.

Today it is not only in the
north of Ireland but in Bri
tain that - strip-searching 1s
used against Republican —
and other — women who
pose a threat to establish-
ment views. |

Isolated

Martina Anderson and
Ella O’'Dwyer, although held:
in top security conditions in
Durham  jail, isolated from
other prisoners, are still reg-
ularly strip-searched and
their cells ripped apart.

Women anti-nuclear pro-

-testors at Greenham Com-
‘mon, women from mining

communities and blac

‘women at Tottenham in

come into open conflict with
this brutal state machine —
like the Irish nationalists
have already — traitors like

- Robertson will applaud the
state terror then, too. The

fight against this treacher-
ous leadership is crucial.

So, too, is the fight to win
sections of the trade union
and working class move-
ment to the principle of Irish
self-determination. |

@® Maireed Farrell, 31, of
Andersonstown, Belfast,
joined the IRA after leaving
school in 1975, and was 10
g:ars in jail. (see report

low) |
® Danny McCann, 30, a
butcher from the Lower Falls
area of Belfast. was two years
in jail. Last March loyalist
gunmen, one armed with a
sawn-off shotg;m, burst into
his home — he was out. -
® Sean Savage, 25, also
came from West Belfast, the
heartland of mationalist re-
sistance to the British
occupation.

north London have been sub-
jected to strip-searches.

No one who celebrates In-
ternational Women’s Day
should forget the way In
which Mairead Farrell and
her companions were mur-
dered by the British army
and ponder — from strip-
searching to shoot-to-kill is
but a short step for the state
forces of Thatcher’s Britain.

® ‘Tell Them Every-

- thing’, by Margaretta

D’Arcy (1981) Pluto
Press — £1.95.

The author spent
three months 1n
Armagh jail in 1980
during the dirty pro-
test rather than pay a
fine for demonstrating
on International
Women’s Day i1n 1979
outside the prison
against the inhuman
and squalid conditions
inside.




