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PRICE 30,

ORIES TO HIT
AT JOBLESS

E UNEMPLOYED face another benefit crack-
wn by the Tories. Those refusing starvation-
age jobs will lose all rights to benefit, says a

ument leaked from the Employment Service

ency.

Unemployed people are to be pressed to take hard-to-fill

job vacancies as a means of
testing how seriously they
'want to work.

Moving spirit behind this
latest scheme is Lord Astor,
Tory social security minis-
ter in the House of Lords. It
is to be implemented im-
mediately by all job centres

BY PETER JEFFRIES

and reviewed in three
months when statistics will
be collected.

The jobs that people will
be obliged to take are low-

paid, involve unsocial hours,
and are in areas with poor
public transport. Jobs such
as hairdressers, child-care
assistants and debt collec-
tors top the list, followed by
chefs and cooks and sales
representatives.

Refuse

‘Claimants who refuse to
or fail to apply for jobs, or
refuse such jobs, may be dis-
qualified from receiving un-
employment benefit for a
maximum of 26 weeks,’ says

the document. It was written
by Rosemary Thew, head of
the agency’s benefit man-
agement branch in Shef-
field.

This latest measure is
part of a new three-pronged
attack on the unemployed
and young people:

B Nine areas are to have
‘short, sharp, shock’ ran-
dom interviews to check
whether benefit claimants
had sought work;

B The Treasury has call-
ed for the slashing of income-

support benefits to 16- and
17-year-olds evicted by pa-
rents from their homes or
who have left home after
being abused; and

B Major has demanded
that Britain’s growing num-
ber of beggars be driven off
the streets.

Ashamed

Donald Dewar, shadow
social security secretary,
said Tory ministers ought to
be ashamed of themselves.

But what about Labour?

Last week the Labour
Party refused to guarantee
that benefits will be paid to
all 16- and 17-year-olds.

It plans to set up a
Citizens’ Service to ‘encour-
age' unemployed young peo-
ple to carry out ‘Community
Service’ for three months in
return for the princely sum
of £50 a week.

No unemployed person,
young or old, can expect any
relief from a Labour govern-
ment.

memory was honoured
t week of Tom Kemp, a fear-
ss fighter for the working
ss and for the reconstruction
the Fourth International. He
ied last December.
Nearly 150 people gathered
London on 3 June, at a meet-
chaired by Dave Temple, a
ding member of the WRP,
had known Tom for some 30
ears. The meeting brought
ether friends and comrades
m all parts of Britain, as well
from abroad.
Tom’'s son Michael and
ughter Renee read moving
acts from the diary that
om as a young seaman had
t during World War I1. These
ages showed a young com-
unist growing up and trying to
derstand the problems
d him.
Tom's younger brother Alan
ke about early memories of
is brother and the experiences
growing up with him in a
rking-class family in south
on, and the abiding influ-
Tom had had on him.

Broken

Speaking for the Workers In-
rnational to Rebuild the
ourth International, Geoff Pill-
recollected memories of
over the time he had known
since the end of the 1950s
in particular recalled that it
2s Tom who had first
troduced him to Marx’'s
pital’.
Tom'’s greatest contribution
the fight for the rebuilding of
Fourth International had
e in the 1956-57 period when
Be had broken from the Com-

ist Party (CP).
Unlike many intellectuals in
CP at that time who equated

Btzlinism and communism,
\

TOM KEMP MEMORIAL MEETING

Trotskyist fighter
remembered

Tom had fought for the continui-
ty:of the fight for Marxism and
for the future of the working-
class movement through his
turn to Trotskyism.

For this he had certainly
paid a heavy price in terms of
his academic career and it was
a disgrace that he had never
been awarded a professorship
despite his outstanding
publications record, said
Pilling.

Decisive

Bill Hunter, a member of the
Workers International League
(LIT), stressed that Tom’s
greatest contribution as an in-
tellectual was his unswerving
fight for Marxism against all its
open and hidden opponents.

He fought against the retreat
from Marxism by a whole
generation of intellectuals. He
had been actively involved in
the decisive turning-points in
the class struggle in Europe —
in the Belgian general strike
and in the May-June 1968 events
in France.

Terry Brotherstone said it
had been an honour to speak on
behalf of the WRP at Tom’'s
funeral. He announced that a
memeorial volume to Tom was
being prepared and would be
published next year.

He passed on apologies
from some of Tom’s colleagues
from the University of Hull
who had been unable to be pre-
sent, and he read from the obi-
tuary that had appeared in
‘The Times’.

Among other speakers Alan
Clark recalled Tom’s contribu-
tion to the south-east London
branch of the WRP, of which
they were both members. He
said he had felt privileged to
have worked alongside Tom.

Workers Aid for Bosnia is one year old. Despite starting with few resources, the campaign has buiit tremendous support
in the working class, and has sent several convoys to Bosnia — one is now on the road — showing what ‘ordinary’ people
can do. Above, a Workers Aid lorry is unloaded at a refugee camp in Croatia last year; the aim was then, as now, to open
the northern, direct, route to Tuzla, north-east Bosnia. See pages 4&5 for D-Day, fascism and ethnic cleansing; and the
back page for Charlie Pottins’s look at the past year, and Sue Morrison’s reflections on getting through to Tuzla

WE'RE continuing our appeal for funds,
started before the elections on 26-28 April
in South Africa. As reported before, our
comrades of the Workers International
to Rebuild the Fourth International
(South Africa) gained more than 5,000
votes in provincial elections in the
Western Cape and Natal. These

S. African election appeal — funds still needed

comrades need the money to get a good
start for its plans to build a revolutionary
workers’ party in South Africa.

Send money, payable to the ‘Workers

International’,
SW8 1YB.

B See letter and reply on our stand
during the South African elections, page 7.

to PO Box 735, London
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D-Day lies

FOR days on end, TV has been awash with program-
mes marking the 50th anniversary of the bloody
invasion of the Normandy beaches.

Such propaganda has an important aim: to allow
Britain's capitalist rulers to remind us of former ‘glories’
and divert attention from their chronic decline.

Presidents, politicians and the royal beggars were
wheeled out to remind us of the great victory of ‘good’
over ‘evil’, of ‘democracy’ over ‘dictatorship’ in June
1944,

Of course the ruling class, aided and abetted by the
Stalinist and labour leaders, could not have got the
masses to suffer and die if it had not developed a lying
propaganda machine to convince millions of workers
that they were suffering and dying not for the profit and
plunder of a handful of capitalist parasites, but for
‘freedom’.

The troops who went into the hell of Normandy were
told that they were fighting fascism. Yet when in 1943
the workers of Turin and Milan took strike action in a
situation where their towns were in the grip of the
Gestapo, British planes flew saturation bombing mis-
sions to these cities. When a minority of Labour MPs
protested Churchill sneered: ‘Let them stew in their own
juice.’

The workers of Turin, Milan and Genoa threw out
Mussolini in 1943. The imperialist governments put in
office the government of Badoglio, a reactionary general
who had served Mussolini and declared his pride in
having done so. Stalin recognised Badoglio's govern-
ment.

In the following year the British government imposed
the old hated, tyrannical ruling class and the king on a
hostile Greek population. The Greek army in Egypt had
been placed in a concentration camp for opposing the
return of the old regime, while the British government
started disarming the Greek anti- fascist resistance while
leaving the Greek fascist thugs with arms in hand.

The leader of US imperialism, Franklin D. Roosevelt,
said the war was one for the ‘four freedoms’, one of
which was ‘freedom from want. What a sick joke.
Millions in today’s world are ground down by hunger and
poverty. In sub-Saharan Africa alone, out of a total of 500
million people, 300 million live in pitiable poverty and the
situation gets worse by the day.

While the imperialists lyingly told the soldiers who
assaulted the Normandy beaches that they were fighting
for a world that would secure ‘freedom from fear’, they
were hatching plans to hold millions of people in the
colonial and semi-colonial world in continuing slavery. In
countries such as Britain they only granted the conces-
sions involved in the so-called ‘welfare state’ to some
workers because they feared the consequences of not
doing so.

* % * % %

THE ‘Guardian’ tells us (6 June) that last week’s
celebrations of D-Day ‘were miniature re-enact-
ments in honour of the living and the dead of a day
which has proved worth a capital letter by helping
to yield half a century without a world war’.

And in the ‘Independent’ (7 June): ‘Total war has
been forgotten for two generations now . . .’

Shameful lies! The truth is that the imperialists were
preparing and even launching World War Il before
World War Il had ended.

That is why they dropped the atom bomb on Hiroshi-
ma and Nagasaki, cities with a combined population of
600,000 — a brutal war crime that sent a shock wave
of horror and revulsion throughout the world.

Before the bombs were dropped the Japanese were
suing for peace, as the Trotskyists exposed at the time
and is now accepted as common fact. Hiroshima and
Nagasaki were meant as a ‘laboratory experiment’ to
test the effectiveness of this new weapon, and also as
a warning to the Soviet leaders as well as the revolution-
ary movement erupting in the East.

And then came Korea, Cambodia and Vietnam. The
last of these became notorious for imperialist barbarism
against a colonial people: Napalm flame-throwers des-
troying people and villages; Chemical war using Agent
Orange to defoliate trees and resulting in thousands of
deformed and still-born children.

World War Il was not a ‘war against fascism’. It was
awar fought amongst the imperialists for the division and
re-division of the world. While capitalism is allowed to
continue, the real and sinister danger of world war
remains.

The former Yugoslavia alone demonstrates that fasc-
ism has not been defeated. That defeat will only come
when capitalism is overthrown and the working class has
taken power in its own hands.

Letters

Spit and
lish

THE ‘Guardian’ on 1 June pub-
lished a letter calling on readers
to lobby the United Nations and
NATO to ‘rebuff’ the Serbian
forces in Bosnia by ‘effective
military action’. The letter was
signed by a group that included
right- and ‘left’-wing acade-
mics, a bishop, and former MP
Michael Foot.

‘Rebuff’ is a polite word for
‘polishing off’. It echoes the tone
of the letter which was, on the
whole, violent. One target was
anyone who might be critical of
the Bosnian government. Any-
one who disagrees with or
doubts the wisdom of this gov-
ernment’s attempts to persuade
the UN/NATO to lead the war
against the Serbs will be ‘held
accountable’, said the letter, for
mass genocide in Bosnia.

However effective this lobby
might be in swinging right-wing
opinion behind pushing Western
governments into an intensified
war against the Serbs, I doubt
whether it will be successful on
the left.

I doubt it because, for exam-
ple, many readers of Workers
Press are active in solidarity
not only with the working class
in Bosnia but avorldwide. And a
UN/NATO-led war serves to
fuel the Serbian regime's prop-
aganda. It strengthens its con-
trol over the minds of Serbian
workers.

The information I have is
that the Serbian working class
is sick of war, which has
brought nothing but misery.
Presently it is powerless to act
to overthrow the regime. The
leadership it needs is killed, in
prison, or, if alive and free, like-
ly to be underground.

Lobbying for an intensified
UN/NATO war effort makes the
position of organising mass
anti-war sentiment with the
potential of toppling the regime
in Serbia even more difficult
than it is right now.

The UN/NATQ’s sanctions
and military action against Iraq
is a good example of the way in
which the ruling class helps to
keep oppressive nationalist reg-
imes in power through con-
tinued intervention. Sanctions
against the Serbian regime and
air-strikes against its genocidal
supporters in Bosnia reflect
similar short-term goals.

The international ruling
class is more concerned with
creating conditions for the con-
tinued accumulation of capital
than with the lives of oppressed
Bosnian and Serbian workers.
The nationalist elites of the for-
mer Yugoslavia, including the
Bosnian elite, share this
concern.

The war in Bosnia is an un-
welcome alternative to the con-
quest of economic, political and
social power by a united work-
ing class. National division and
perpetual war is the only solu-
tion that the ruling class can
offer Bosnia.

I hope Workers Press read-
ers will agree with me that it is
not the job of socialists to advise
the ruling class on how to rule
and on whether or not to fight
wars, nor to lobby on behalf of a
government that continues to
collaborate with the UN and
Serbian war criminals in nego-
tiations over the division of the
Bosnian working class.

I was encouraged to read in
Workers Aid for Bosnia's litera-
ture of a letter written by Bos-
nian refugees that rejected
every form of nationalism. I
think this is likely to lead to
criticism of all the ruling elites
in the former Yugoslavia, in-
cluding the Bosnian. -

I look forward to reading the
voice of this tendency more
often in the pages of Workers
Press.

Paul B. Smith
Govan, Glasgow

NOTE FROM THE EDITOR: The
day after the ‘Guardian’ letter
referred to in this letter, there
appeared a disclaimer written by
two of the people who were sup-
posed to have signed it — Branka
Magas and Quintin Hoare — dis-
sociating themselves from its
contents.

Innocence
in Algeria

I WAS born on 19 October 1966 in
Bordj Bouariridj in Algeria. I
joined the Islamic Salvation
Front (FIS) at its formation and
have been involved in some of
its political activities.

I have participated in FIS
local election campaigns and in
the political strike it launched,
which took place when I was a
university student. I also parti-
cipated in the FIS’s prepara-
tions for the parliamentary
elections and was a member of
the FIS’s information com-
mittee.

We used to distribute leaf-
lets, newsletters, videos, etc. I
participated in the strike organ-
ised at Sétif university, where I
was studying. All of these activi-
ties took place in the open.

On 2 March 1993 the military
police came to my home, where
I lived with my parents and six
brothers. During their search of
the house, the police found my
FIS membership card as well as
my polling station controller’s
card for the parliamentary elec-
tions. For the military police,
this was proof that I was an
outlaw. They left a summons for
me to go the police station with-
in 24 hours, knowing that at that
time I was studying at the uni-
versity about 90 kilometres
from my home.

The day after, the Sétif
police came to the university
and left a second summons for
me. Two days later they came
back to my home and left a final
summons. They told my father
that I was accused of distribut-
ing leaflets and newsletters
which affected the security of

Another letter

WE WELCOME LETTERS

on page 7

SEND THEM TO: WORKERS PRESS,
PO BOX 735, LONDON SW8 1YB

— OR PHONE 071-582 8882

the state. This accusation was
according to Algerian law,
under which every FIS activist is
guilty until proven innocent. In-
nocence is proved by savage
torture, then prison if not execu-
tion. .

Over an eight-month period,
I moved between relatives' and
friends’ homes, until I got a visa
allowing me to travel to France,
where I stayed for about three
months. I did not ask for refugee
status because I knew that I
would be deported to Algeria,
which had happened to some of
my colleagues.

After this period I was able to
find a French passport and I
came to Britain, where I was
arrested at Dover on 30 March;
I then applied for refugee sta-
tus. After five days'I was trans-
ferred to Canterbury jail, and
up to now I have stayed in this
jail and there have been no new
developments in my case.

Hassan Benia, LV2991
HMP Canterbury

Many Chinese enterprises are
joint ventures with British firms

Chinese
Interests

TOM BATTERSBY's article
‘US capitalists back China's
sweatshops’ (28 May) is good as
far as it goes. What it fails to do
is mention the role of the British
government in this grisly
business.

A lot of the enterprises, par-
ticularly in China’s six new eco-
nomic zones, are joint ventures
with British and Hong Kong
capitalists. We can be certain
that their consciences will be
none too troubled if prison
labour is used or factory regula-
tions broken. Their preoccupa-
tion will be the fat profits
accumulating in their bank
accounts and not whether the
workers they employ toil in un-
safe or barbaric conditions.

. Last autumn, I spent almost
seven weeks in China and Hong
Kong. I saw women in Zian
working in a silk mill, repeated-
ly plunging their hands into ex-
ceedingly hot water, for the
equivalent of less than £20 a
month. In Chongging, I talked to

a 13-year-old girl, working on
the night shift.

Industrial laws are honoured
in the breach. The consequence
is wholesale carnage. A stag-
gering 65,000 Chinese workers
died in industrial accidents in
1990 — the last year for which
figures are available.

While I was in Hong Kong, 1
had the honour of being the only
British worker on a protest de-
monstration. It was being held
because in Shenzhen, a Chinese
city just over the border, a total
of 281 workers had died in fac-
tory fires in only four months.
The last of these was in the Zhili
toy factory, which manufac-
tures Barbie dolls for the British
market.

The factory’s owner, a Hong
Kong businessman, desired to
protect his property more than
the lives of his workers. So when
an electrical fault caused a
blaze that burnt the place down,
the hapless victims tried in vain
to prise apart the iron bars on
the windows.

Far from condemning this
infringement of human rights —
surely the most basic human
right is life itself — Hong Kong
governor-general Chris Pat-
ten’s minions displayed hostil-
ity to the demonstrators.

Though the Hong Kong busi-
nessman responsible for these
needless deaths remains
acceptable in the high society of
the colony, this is not true of the
protesters. The police took down
the names of the leading demon-
strators, telling them they had
broken the law on five counts
and may subsequently be
prosecuted.

Despite British politicians’
prattle about Chinese infringe-
ments of human rights, succes-
sive Labour and Tory govern-
ments have not made Hong
Kong a beacon for freedom, a
shining example to its Chinese
neighbour that has introduced
democracy and repealed re-
pressive colonial legislation.

When I left Hong Kong, a
Chinese trade unionist was on
the run. Having been thrown out
of China, he had to go into hiding
from the Hong Kong authorities.
Likewise with the demonstra-
tion I took part in: its leader,
Lau Shau Ching, had spent 11
years in Chinese jails for a poli-
tical offence. From the manner
in which he was treated by the
police, it would appear that
Hong Kong's governor-general
will, before very long, provide
him with free board and lodging
for the same reason.

In my opinion, the British
left has shown insufficient in-
terest in China. When we repeat
the concluding sentence of the
‘Communist Manifesto’ we need
to remember that every fifth
worker in the world we are call-
ing upon to unite is Chinese.
Much closer links need to be
built. Problems will only be sol-
ved when, through our joint ac-
tion, we combine to fight our
joint enemies — the exploiters
— be they British, Chinese or
American.

Raymond Challinor
Whitley Bay

Workers Press £3,000
Monthly Fighting Fund

MAY FUND CLOSE:
£4,344.22

WE’VE finished £1,344.22 up on
May's target but regular readers
will know that I've been pushing
a ‘let's get on top of the debt’
figure (calculated only since
January) that is less rosy. That
debt stands at £3,557.33, which
comes out of the pockets of the
many volunteers who work at the
centre. Some of these have to live
on low incomes already, so Iif
you're In work think about them!

A report In ‘The Times' from
last Monday (6 June) show that
the ruling class and its suppor-
ters are abandoning its Tory
party financially. When the ruling

class starts to show its divisions
in ways such as this there are
some big opportunities for the
working class.

We need to make Workers
Press the paper that leads and
takes advantage of these oppor-
tunities for the working class to
ask in its own interests, against
the centrists and reformists who
want to control them for them-
selves and effectively capitalism.

Let's make a flying start to-
wards our aim by repeating the
May Fund performance and more
this coming month.

Mike Cooke

Please rush money to: ‘Work-
ers Press’, PO Box 735, London
SWs 1YB.

TUESDAY 14 JUNE St Pancras
coroner's court, Camley Street, Lon-
don NW1 (tel. 071-387 4884),
9.30am. Inquest into death of John
McLaughlin (45), killed when roof
collapsed in January. Christopher
Nelson (48) was severely injured.
They were working on extension to
car showroom in Finchley Road.

WEDNESDAY 15 JUNE St Pancras
coroner's court, Camley Street, Lon-
don NW1 (tel. 071-387 4884), 9am.
Inquest into death of Tony Fishen-
don (27), killed in August 1992 while
carrying a scaffold pole near a rail-
way line; a passing train caused the
electric current to arc to the pole.
Family’s solicitor requested that BR
director for safety be'put in the dock,
but coroner refused. Judicial review
has returned case to coroner. DPP
turned down manslaughter investi-
gation. Inquest may be interrupted
by challenges from family solicitor.

QORCUP’”€

BoOKCELLAR

Secondhand basement
bookstore

POLITICS FICTION ARTS MEDIA
WOMEN'S STUDIES FILM
ARCHITECTURE EDUCATION

EUSTON ROAD

OPEN 11AM - 6PM MON. TO SAT.
BELOW HOUSMANS BOOKSHOP
5 CALEDONIAN ROAD KINGS CROSS

LONDON NI ?DX



Handsworth college, Birmingham, October 1993: among the first strikes against ‘new contracts’

Lecturers ask: ‘Are
we winning?’

BY OUR EDUCATION
CORRESPONDENT

THE recent strike of 900 college
lecturers in Sheffield against
the employers’ ‘new contracts’
has given heart to thousands of
NATFHE union members
throughout England and Wales.
The College Employers’
Forum (CEF) wants to impose
the slave contracts nationally.
NATFHE’s special further
education conference — held
during the annual national con-
ference in Southport at the end
of May — heard reports from
these struggles. But the NAT-
FHE leadership claims the dis-
pute can be won by negotiations
with ‘reasonable’ employers.
Bath College has finished up
with an ACAS deal; Manchester
College of Arts and Technology
(MANCAT) signed its own deal
with NATFHE during the con-
ference; Sheffield has suspen-
ded strike action following the
management’s request to enter
negotiations.
Strikes have taken place in

several colleges, including West
Cumbria and Peterborough.
More than 100 college branches
will be taking action between 7
and 17 June, probably including
all 13 Inner London Region col-
leges, which will be holding a
lobby of parliament on 14 June.

MANCAT branch said that
management thought they had
won a productivity deal, while
lecturers saw it as a retreat. ‘It
buys us.a year,’ their speaker
said. ‘Otherwise it's not worth
the paper it’s written on.’

Hailed

Naturally the NATFHE lead-
ership hailed it a great victory.

The problem is the ‘twin
track’ approach adopted at the
last conference: all action and
negotiations are really taking
place locally while a notional
offer to negotiate nationally is
constantly rejected by the CEF,

One result of the policy is
that four branches in Manches-
ter and at least two in Yorkshire
have ceased all resistance to the
employers’ offensive and have
accepted the ‘new confracts’.

A defeated motion at the
NATFHE conference called for
national negotiations with the
CEF to be reopened. ‘There is
no such thing as an equal initia-
tive,’ one delegate said. ‘My col-
lege signed. The members just
wanted to get on with teaching.
They couldn’t see national in-
itiatives coming on.’

Will Sheffield and a few other
branches be left to fight alone?
Or will the movement for strike
action defeat the employers’
and the Tory government’s
plans? This is not a small,
parochial dispute. It is about
what sort of unions the working
class needs.

NATFHE must allow the ex-
perience of industrial action to
get through to the branches and
members.

The only way of resolving the
issue is through strike action,
under the control of the bran-
ches, for proper collective
agreements.

NATFHE members want in-
formation about what is happen-
ing. Please send any informa-
tion you have to Workers Press,
PO Box 735, London SW8 1YB.
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Campsfield

break out

SIX political asylum-seekers escaped from the
hated Group 4-run Campsfield detention centre,
Oxfordshire, on Monday 6 June.

The escapes followed a protest by inmates in which damage

has been estimated at £20,000.

Dr Mohamed Sekkoum of the
Algerian community in London
claimed the centre was effec-
tively destroyed.

The detainees’ protest was
sparked by the removal for de-
portation of Algerian Ali
Tamarat. He had recently been
released after being on hunger
strike for 12 days at Pentonville
jail, London. He was rearrested
about a month later from the
demonstration outside the
Campsfield detention centre.

Tamarat’s solicitor, Sue Con-
lan, said he feared removal be-

BY MIKE COOKE

cause he had escaped from
Algeria to avoid the attentions
of Islamic fundamentalists.

The protest started with nine
detainees causing some dam-
age before going onto the roof.
More than 50 police were then
called in.

Then another group smashed
telephones and broke windows
of the centre.

Home Office minister Char-

les Wardle blamed ‘the regular
series of protesters, a motley
coalition of left-wing suppor-
ters’ who paraded outside the
centre and stirred up trouble
inside.

He claimed the perimeter

fence had been raised to keep
the protesters out rather than
the detainees in!
W Allegations that a Nigerian
woman, Elizabeth Blanchard,
was gagged and handcuffed
while being transferred from
Campsfield to Banbury police
station, Oxfordshire, are to be
investigated by the Home
Office.

The use of gags was sup-
posed to be banned after the
death in July 1993 of 40-year-old
Joy Gardner from Jamaica.

Britain looks to US
for penal regime

THE British government wants
to put many young people, and
a fair few of the rest of us,
‘inside’, or so it would seem by
Home Secretary Michael Ho-
ward’s visit to investigate US
military-style ‘boot camps’ for
‘young offenders’.

US criminologists consider
the record of the camps in oper-
ation there as ‘unproven’ at
best. But British Tories are
trying one-upmanship on
Labour’s prince uncharming
Tony Blair, who has been going
for ‘law and order’ in a big way
recently. Howard no doubt also
has an eye on the ‘hang 'em and
flog ’em’ brigade who come out
in full regalia every year at the
Tories’ annual conference.

But it would be well to look
more closely at the US record.
The only expertise the US state
can boast of is the highest jail-
ing rate in world. It now has
nearly a million people in its
prisons. At the end of last year
the figure stood at 948,881, and

IT IS with a sense of shock that
we report the death of Phil
Martin at the age of only 44.
Phil joined the WRP in 1977
during a by-election campaign
in Moss Side, Manchester.
He brought with him all the
fighting qualities which had
previously sustained a suc-
cessful boxing career and
within a short period became
the secretary of the lively and
growing Moss Side branch.
Phil devoted himself tire-
lessly to every aspect of party
work, encouraging those
around him with a mixture of
socialist conviction and a
street-wise sense of humour.
It was the Young Socialists
and the development of young
recruits which received his
particular attention. His anger
at the return of mass unem-
ployment led him to join the

Fighter for socialism

OBITUARY

People’s March for Jobs
from Liverpool to London in
1981.

Phil’s success in building
the WRP in Manchester came
increasingly into conflict with
the destructive methods of the
Healy regime and in 1982 he
left the party, effectively
driven out by WRP leader
Gerry Healy and his coterie.

In recent years, Phil won
national recognition as a box-
ing promoter and founded
Champs Camp, his gym in
Moss Side which has produced
one Commonwealth and four
British title holders in the past
18 months. We extend our
deepest sympathy to his wife
Audrey and his three children.

Performance
related pay?

HAVING paid £30 million for a
chain of supermarkets in Spain
in 1988, the Ashley Group sold it
last year for only £20 million as
it was a bit of a failure. Last
week the group had to set aside
£20 million against the possibil-
ity that it may not receive the
money.

This would produce a pre-tax
loss of £22 million for the 1993
tax year, on top of a £65 million
loss in 1992. The Ashley Group
may need to make a rights issue
to strengthen its balance sheet.

Now two former directors of
the group have shared £621,000
compensation for their loss of
office. Is that what is meant by
performance-related pay?

And perks?

IN JUNE 1993, Sir Archie

Hamilton resigned as armed
forces minister and returned to
the back benches. Earlier, in
July 1991, he had taken the deci-
sion to close the Royal Navy
depot at Trecwn near Fishguard
in west Wales by 1996 with the
loss of 500 jobs.

Soon after he left office he set
up a company, Crown Ridge,
which submitted proposals to
redevelop the site. A fellow
shareholding director is Rhodri
Phillips, son of a government
whip in the House of Lords, Vis-
count St David.

The proposal is to build a
leisure complex and industrial
units at Trecwn when the navy
move out.

Crown Ridge is not Sir
Archie’s only business interest.

Companies House records
show he has also joined the
board of Saladin, a security
firm headed by Major David
Walker, the ex-SAS officer who
assisted Colonel Oliver North
during the Iran-Contra affair.

that total is rising by an average
of 1,250 each week.

The US locks up a greater
proportion of its population than
any other country. The figure
currently stands at 455 people in
every 100,000. This represents a
quadrupling of the rate of incar-
ceration over the last 20 years,
as the figure had stood at rough-
ly 110 per 100,000 from the 1920s
until the early 1970s.

The next biggest jailer of its
population was the old South
African regime, which impris-
oned 311 in every 100,000. The
rate of imprisonment in the US
is highest amongst black men.
The figure for them stands at
2,678 per 100,000.

Jailings

A report from the Bureau of
Justice Statistics claims that
almost half the increase is due
to the government’'s war on
drugs. The report also cited in-
creased jailings for sexual
assault, mugging and robbery.

However the crime rate has
not dropped as quickly as con-
servatives would have liked.
New York City last week repor-
ted an 11 per cent decrease in
major crime, although in some
quarters it is being suggested
that this was due to particularly
adverse weather conditions.

What is certain, though, is
that conditions within the jails
are worsening. On average pris-
ons hold 25 per cent more pris-
oners than they were designed
for, and at the present rate of
incarceration the overcrowding
will get worse.

One result has been that pris-
oners have not been taken to
state prisons, but have been
kept in local sheriffs’ jails.
Texas reported that almost 60
per cent of its prisoners were
kept this way. One sheriff de-
scribed this as a ‘disaster wait-
ing to happen’.

Congress’s only response to
the overcrowding has been to
earmark money to build new
jails.

Trades council
delegates slam
Monks

OVER 100 delegates from
trades councils meeting in
Gateshead heard John Monks,
TUC general secretary, defend
the decision to invite Tory em-
ployment minister David Hunt
and Confederation of British In-
dustry director Howard Davies
tospeak at the 5 July meeting on
‘Full Employment’, to be held
at the TUC's HQ, Congress
House, in London.

Peter Gibson, from Croydon
trades council, called for the
invitations to these two expo-
nents of unemployment to be
withdrawn, and for the organ-
isation of a conference of activ-
ists to organise the battle
against low wages and longer
hours created by unemploy-
ment.

The delegate from Camden
announced from the rostrum
their intention to organise an
alternative conference on the
steps of Congress House on 5
July.

A string of delegates spoke
out against the new TUC cam-
paign organised by the ex-Li-
beral Democrat chair Des Wil-
son who, delegates heard, was
being paid £50,000 for his part-
time work for the TUC.

No honours?

OXFORD university has en-
tered a row surrounding the US
president’s meeting with Italian
neo-fascist Gianfranco Fini —
who is said to have called Mus-
solini ‘the greatest statesman
this century’ — by being urged
to stop plans to give Bill Clinton
an honorary degree. Among
those putting pressure on -the
university are two concentra-
tion-camp survivors.

Correction

IN last week’s centrespread dis-
cussion article, ‘The ‘‘new”
South Africa cannot fully des-
troy apartheid’, De Klerk, Kriel
and Buthelezi were inadvertent-
ly described as ‘henchmen of
the working class’. The descrip-
tion should, of course, have read
‘hangmen of the working class’.
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farxist milestones

RAVELLING across Germany
st week to visit a comrade who
ad driven on a Workers Aid con-
py to Bosnia, we noticed signs for
rier, where Karl Marx was born,
pd Jena and Erfurt, where Ger-
san Social-Democracy fought out

s programmatic battles. We went

p through Thuringia, centre of the

jth-century peasant wars, and

, where in 1923 the German
unist Party made its last

i pt at revolution.

' That evening over a meal, in a
ge baker’s large, old house
have converted into their cen-

, young people brought up under

German Stalinism spoke to us
freedom, unity, unemploy-
and racialism. One of them

the need to restore the
ism of Marx.

We were in Silesia, where 150
rs ago weavers protesting
inst poverty and unemploy-
t defied armed troops. The

theatre is named after Gert

uptmann, who wrote a play
them. Their heroic struggle
lso inspired the young Karl Marx.

That summer of 1844, he met

ick Engels, who was writing

book ‘The Condition of the
ing Class in England’. Though
of bourgeois philosophy, sci-
ific socialism was brought forth
the struggles of working people,

Marx and Engels’s human re-

for them.

the box

HAVE to make our people
, freedom is not about hav-
24 TV channels to choose from,’

ys Slovenian miners’ leader

¢ Drucs, whom I met last

. He was just back from a

ing with Italian trades union-

, who are facing a new right-

g government that includes

‘[Prime minister] Berlusconiis a
of capital, and his cabinet will
profit first. The rich will get
r, while the number of those

ering hardship will increase. It

not just wages that are

tened, but safety, conditions,

rything. Overnight the workers

lose gains which it took many
to achieve.”

Putting much of the blame on

usconi’s ownership and control

the media, Drucs sees this as
of a wider problem. ‘Watching
vision in my hotel room in

e one night, I analysed what

available. Out of 24 program-

, three were official, five were

, five were entertainment and

ertisements, and the rest were
itical — that is, presenting the
government’s policies.

‘Not one programme could I

to from the trades unions, not
programme about workers’
ems. The official news pro-
me mentioned a demonstra-
pn in Rome, and we saw people
ath placards, but it just recorded
had happened, there was no ex-
janation of the reasons for the
onstration.

“Trades unionists are kept down

t the lowest level, we are not rep-
in the media. There is not
trade union television channel

} Europe. Is it surprising you get
election result like we have seen
Italy, or elsewhere?’

- Franc Drucs wants trades un-
i to unite, and make them-
es felt politically. His union is

psting a conference this month
ith miners’ representatives from
aly, Germany, Hungary, and Po-
ind. ‘The governments meet
pgether in Brussels to decide com-
on strategy. We must do the
ame,’ says Drucs.

He is anxious to overcome inter-
pion divisions and rivalry. ‘To
ave independent consciousness
seans trades unions must co-oper-
e among themselves, and unite
gernationally.’ Charlie Pottins

Young supners of Bosnia on the Workers Aid demonstration in Londo lastyear

Come out against the UN!

The following is the text of an open
letter issued by the French section of
the Workers International to Re-
build the Fourth International to
the signatories of the document
‘Europe begins in Sarajevo’.

No to the partition of Bosnia!

No negotiations with criminals!
Support the Bosnian resistance!
Lift the arms embargo!
Karadzic, Milosevic — murderers!
Mitterrand, Balladur — accom-
plices!

UNPROFOR out! Lift the blockade
on Bosnia!

Dear friends,

In drawing up the ‘Europe be-
gins in Sarajevo’ list you took the
auspicious step of putting Bosnia at
the heart of the debate on the elec-
tions to the European parliament.

Yes, the future of the peoples of
Europe does begin in Sarajevo.

Since the beginning of this war in
the former Yugoslavia we have de-

nounced the intervention of the
French government and of the
great powers that have taken the
side of Milosevic and his Greater
Serbia policy.

We have condemned their plans
for partition — the Vance-Owen
plan was only the first of these — as
the objective of the United Nations’
policies. That is why we have come
out for the withdrawal of UNPRO-
FOR, and for the right of Bosnia-
Herzegovina to obtain arms for its
own defence.

On this basis we have played an
active part in building Workers Aid
for Bosnia in France. We think that
the European governments are de-
fending interests quite opposed to
those of the workers and the
masses.

We say that there is no future for
the defence of workers’ rights and
liberties in a Europe which accepts

the ethnic division of Bosnia. That"

is why we support no list of candi-
dates in the European elections,

even if it claims to speak for the
workers’ movement, which refuses
to put itself on the side of the Bos-
nian resistance.

But amid all your talk of support
for Bosnian resistance you demand
‘the enforcement of all the UN re-
solutions’.

Do we have to remind you that
the UN does not recognise the right
of the Bosnians to defend them-
selves, and that all its resolutions
are inspired by the idea that there
are ‘belligerents’, and not aggres-
sors and their vietims?

So we must leave no ambiguity.
Nor must we encourage any illu-
sions in government policies,
whether in Washington or Moscow,
Paris, London or Berlin.

At the same time we must warn
those who call for air strikes by
NATO against the occupied zones
or Serbia that that will do nothing
to settle the problem of greater-
Serbian nationalism.

On the contrary, it would in fact

seriously endanger the possibility
of organising the workers’ and
democratic forces needed for the
overthrow of the Milosevic govern-
ment.

Yes, the future of the peoples of
Europe does begin in Sarajevo.

Now more than ever it is neces-
sary and possible to draw into ac-
tive solidarity with the Bosnian re-
sistance — the highest point of the
struggle against fascism in Europe
—the masses of workers and young
people sickened by the future of
unemployment and hardship that
the profit system offers them.

Only under the impact of such a
mass mobilisation will the friends
of Milosevic relinquish that forcing
through of ethnic partition which
they call a negotiated peace.

But this entails a clear, indepen-
dent, unfaltering policy.

If you come out openly against
the UN and their accomplices in the
French government, we shall unre-
servedly back you up!

Celebration at a hou:

TOM OWEN comments on
the cultural contradictions
revealed at the new
Glyndebourne opera house

CHANNEL 4’s production of

Mozart’s comic masterpiece, ‘The

Marriage of Figaro’, on Saturday

28 May was billed as being a list of

firsts: the first performance in-.
Glyndebourne’s new opera house,

of the opera staged when the festiv-

al first opened 60 years ago to the

day, the first live broadcast from

the festival in 30 years . . .

The broadcast — indeed, ‘celeb-
ration’ — of such a big occasion
promised a deluge of pretentious
celebrities with their vacuous and
either self-congratulatory or
sycophantic whining, and these
there were in abundance.

Later I steeled myself to watch
‘The House that George Built’, the
one-hour documentary screened
during the long interval. This told
the story of the construction of the
new opera house during the long
interval when the nation’s cultural
— and not so cultured — elite were
sitting on the wet Sussex grass with
their hampers and champers.

I am sure much more could be
written about this programme, but
what struck me was the extraordi-
narily transparent way in which it

revealed the cultural contradic-
tions of contemporary capitalism.

The new opera house received no
direct state funding and its £30 mil-
lion budget was raised from the
‘private sector’. But if the Glynde-
bourne entrepreneurs did not re-

labour and skills came into play,
those of set designers, orchestral
musicians, singers and — for the
likes of me and thee — a vast and
complex broadcasting network.
When the clients and patrons file
back, settle into their pine seats

Gerald Finley played garo at the
Glyndebourne festival

quire the state to build their house,
they certainly needed the cultural
capital of an army of highly skilled
workers: bricklayers, carpenters,
electricians, acoustic engineers,
designers, etc.

And once the house was built and
prepared for the ‘clients/patrons’ a
whole different range of productive

Alison Hagley played the clever and
resourceful Susanna

and the lights dim and the music
starts, a magic other than Mozart’s
comes into play. The consumers
become an audience and the pro-
ducers become performers and
players.

If the material product of the
labour of the builders and crafts-
workers has become a spectral

‘thing’, ‘the house’, because their
labour could only be expressed as
‘labour-power’, a product of aliena-
tion, is there a parallel process at
work in relation to the ‘spiritual
production’ of the collectivity of
artists and musicians?

At one level, especially in the
case of Glyndebourne, the experi-
ence and meaning of the opera art
form, like the opera house itself, is
seen as the ‘exclusive’ property
and cultural currency of a privi-
leged elite.

Some °‘Marxists’ — especially
contemporary academic Stalinists
— have argued that at the level of
‘spiritual production’ and creative
performance the labours of the
artists have also become ‘spectral’,
their individual and collective
struggle to achieve harmony out of
dischord, for human realisation,
can only be realised as a closed
moment of fiction or, in the case of
“The Marriage of Figaro’, as the
moment of comic resolution.

Certainly much that has gone
under the name of art, and in this
century much of what comes under
‘popular culture’, could be de-
scribed as limited in the above
way. But as an overall theoretical
approach to the problems of artis-
tic production, this way of looking
at things is fixed and ‘idealist’.

The clearest way to demonstrate
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BOSNIA

AMIDST all the furore about D-
Day, the press ignored a militant
demonstration held in Caen, Nor-
mandy, on 4 June. Some 4,000 peo-
ple marched through the rain
against faseism.

In many statements, demonstra-
tors showed that the policy of
ethnic cleansing in Bosnia marks
the sharpest point of the re-emerg-
ence of fascism in Europe.

The European Forum for Bos-

nia-Herzegovina issued a joint
statement with the Society for En-
dangered Peoples in which they
said:
‘Every version of right-wing
radicalism, neo-Fascism and neo-
Nazism reappearing now, 50 years
after the defeat of Hitler and Mus-
solini, is solidly established in the
“Greater Serbia’” of Milosevie,
Seselj, Arkan, Karadzic and
Mladic.

‘A regime guided by a master-
race ideology wages or intends to
wage a war of aggression against

‘But the memory of Europeans

‘Milosevic has prepared a kind of “‘final solution” for the Muslims in Bosnia’

‘Belgrade is pushing ahead with

neighbouring states. For the first
time since the 1940s, genocide is
being carried out again in Europe,
and concentration camps have
been set up in which tens of
thousands of Bosnians have been
murdered.

‘With systematic mass rapes,
sieges, bombardments and starv-
ing of towns, mass deportations,
expulsions and massacres, Milose-
vic had prepared a kind of ‘“‘final
solution’’ for the Muslims in
Bosnia.’

is very short. Who, watching more
than 1,000 Bosnian mosques going
up in flames, seeing all the historic
monuments of half a millennium of
central-European Islam destroyed
for ever, recalls the night of the
Nazi pogrom against the Jews in
November 19387 As in the 1930s,
Europe tolerates the martyrdom of
a non-Christian minority.

‘Day after day, the Serbian au-
thorities in Kosovo are intensifying
an apartheid solution based on the
South African model.

the expulsion of Muslims from
Sandzak and Hungarians from Voj-
vodina.’

Former resistance fighter Jean-
René Chauvin, who was held in the
Nazi concentration camps at Au-
schwitz and Buchenwald, also
stated that ‘The ethnic cleansing
carried out by Milosevic’'s govern-
ment — first in Kosovo, then in
Croatia, and now in Bosnia-Herze-
govina — repeats the crimes of
Hitler and his followers.’

The demonstration issued many

ye of spirit

this perhaps is to look at forms of
property ownership, or modes of
production. These have changed,
are changing, and will change
according to historical laws and
circumstances, and so necessarily
will the relationship between artist
and audience and what was once
called patronage.

But the historical explanation is
only a partial one. Does not history
also limit or even capture a work of
art in its own realm of language,

‘If the Glyndebourne
entrepreneurs did not require
the state to build their house,

they certainly needed the
cultural capital of an army of
highly skilled workers.’

style, and what is now constantly
put to the fore, ideology. These are
the questions which Marx asked
about the enduring appeal of Greek
art or Trotsky asked about the
meaning of the work of the mediev-
al Italian poet, Dante.

Our abiding fascination and ex-
citement with the art of the past
reveals more than an antiquarian
interest, as indeed does the appeal
of contemporary work which lies

outside our own personal, social or
political experience.

This is a complex issue but it
seems to me that some art is cap-
able of penetrating those barriers
thrown up by an alienated human
historical condition and, in Trots-
ky’s words, building a ‘bridge from
soul to soul’. Just how this bridge is
built is not just a question for liter-
ary and art criticism or history, but
has to do with how art is politicised,
albeit in a most refined way.

If we take the example of
Mozart’s ‘Marriage of Figaro’ —
and I apologise to opera buffs for
seeming to neglect the composer
and his work — we can begin to see
the ‘alchemy’ of a great artist at
work. Certainly you could experi-
ence this if you were lucky enough
to see the Channel 4 production.

Mozart took his source from the
French dramatist Beaumarchais
(1732-99), whose play was banned by
the absolutist Louis XVI’s censor.
The play was politically sensitive
because of two issues.

First, because the count in the
play, having forsworn the feudal
‘droit de seigneur’ — the right of
the landowner to sleep with a vas-
sal bride on her wedding-night —
does everything he can by hypo-
crisy and subterfuge to achieve it.

Secondly, he is thwarted and
humiliated by the wily Figaro and

his even cleverer fiancée, the ser-
vant girl Susanna, who is in league
with the rejected countess.

Formally the play observes all
the conventions of French neo-
classical and enlightenment com-
edy and draws on a tradition that
goes back to Moliére (1622-73) and
Roman comedy.

It uses all the stock devices of a
resourceful female servant, mis-
taken identities, and the final
comic resolution in which a sem-
blance of social order is
reconstituted.

D-Day, fascism and
ethnic cleansing

calls for the unity of Bosnia and the
lifting of the arms embargo. Calls
were also made for the linking of
the Bosnian and Rwandan masses.

However, many of the state-
ments saw the way forward for
Bosnia as residing with the United
Nations, disregarding the fact that
it is the UN itself which is prevent-
ing the Bosnian people from de-
fending themselves.

Thus Chauvin called on the peo-
ple of Europe to ‘act to compel their
political leaders to apply the United
Nations resolutions and demand
the delivery of arms to Bosnia in
order to allow the people to fight’,
whilst the European Forum for
Bosnia-Herzegovina claimed that
‘political action in accordance with
the principles of our democracies
can put a stop to fascism’.

If the latter were truly the case
then the situation would not have
arisen in the first place!

Liberation

Chauvin’s contribution, howev-
er, indicated that the politicians of
the UN and the European govern-
ments will not be able to meet the
demands for the safety of Bosnia.

Referring movingly to the inter-
nees of Buchenwald swearing at
their liberation ‘Never again’, he
warned that a failure to support the
Bosnian people would be a ‘failure
to assist people under threat of
death’.

He warned of the treachery of

Some of the cultural elite sit on the grass as they enjoy their champers and hampers outside the new opera house

Mozart lifts this story-line with
all its conventions virtually intact
and reshapes it as a sexual-political
drama of great range and depth.
He achieves this both dramatically
and musically by extending the
genre through from the tragic to
the comic to the farcical.

It is this range of human emo-
tion, love lust, resentment,
jealousy, despair, and joy which
provide the score for the dazzling
variation of musical styles and
forms. He seems to move effort-
lessly from the almost unbearably

those who called for an end to the
negotiations before the Bosnian
people could be armed.

‘Coming from them’, he said,
‘this is hypocrisy aimed at support-
ing the aggressors more effective-
ly. The SS and former Vichy mili-
tias didn’t negotiate: they killed.’

We would agree with this failure
of governments, and say that there
are certain preconditions to our
support for any major pro-Bosnian
list of candidates in the European
election (see the Open Letter to the
‘Europe Begins in Sarajevo’ list,
issued by the French section of the
Workers International, printed on
this page).

The meeting after the demon-
stration heard many discussions on
the lists for the European elections.

There was a heavy Bosnian pre-
sence on the march. Members of
the Workers International spent
time with them after the demon-
stration.

The Bosnians were very positive
about organising convoys, and clar-
ification was reached on the aims
of the struggle.

The most pressing task for the
European working class is, as
Jean-René Chauvin said, to ‘take
up these two slogans of the Yugos-
lav partisans who fought united
against the Hitler invaders:

Bratsvo, jedinsvo! (Fraternity
and unity!)

Smert fasismus — Sloboda
narod! (Death to fascism! Freedom
to the people!)

lyrical solo to the soaring witty
duets to the robust ensemble
singing.

The finale is pure comic conven-
tion; a kind of order is restored, the
leading roles sing triumphantly
that they are ‘content’ and leave to
celebrate the various marriages
with fireworks and feasting. But
the darkness and the confusion are
still there with the joy. Only the
most pedantic and purblind Althus-
serian could claim that Mozart re-
mains trapped in the ideologies of
an ancien régime.



Hell in
Amazonia

BEFORE leaving the subject of
Brazil for'the time being, I can’t
avoid writing about the most
horrifying and distressing
aspect of that vast country.

Just how horrifying and dis-
tressing wasn’t clear to me until
I came back to Britain and read
the recently published ‘Slavery
in Brazil: A Link in the Chain of
Modernisation: The Case of
Amazonia’' by Alison Sutton
(Anti-Slavery International,
Human Rights Series no. 7,
£5.95).

My two previous columns on
Brazil have been in part light-
hearted; but there can be no-
thing light-hearted about this
one, for it is written from a
heart heavy with pity and anger
after reading Sutton’s thorough-
ly researched and well-written

It is a book that scalds the
conscience. It takes the reader
thousands of miles away from
the bright lights and facile
hedonism of Rio de Janeiro and
Salvador to a place of medieval
darkness and degradation; a
place where profit is made, not
by ‘normal’ capitalist exploita-
tion, but by the wholesale en-
slavement and intimidation of
human beings; a place where
men, women and children in tor-
ment might well say with Mar-
lowe’s Mephistopheles:

Why this is hell, nor am I out
of it.

The enslavement of black
people in Brazil was ended in
1888,

Today, in the words of the
Pastoral Land Commission,
many of whose members have
been attacked and several of
whom have been murdered,
there is in Brazil ‘a form of
slavery in which the victims are
chosen by virtue of their pover-
ty rather than their colour’.

One of the great strengths of
Sutton’s book is that she shows
with the utmost clarity how
modern-day Brazilian slavery
— debt bondage and forced
labour — is an integral part of
the world capitalist system,
directly benefiting gigantic
multinational corporations like
Volkswagen, Nixdorf, and Li-
quigd as well such powerful
Brazilian banking groups as
Bradesco, Banco Real, and
Banco Bamerindus.

These were the concerns that
in the 1960s and 1970s took
advantage of tax concessions of
up to 50 per cent of entire tax
liability if over two-thirds of the
rebate was invested in indust-
rial or agricultural projects in
the ‘modernisation’ of
Amazonia.

The pickings were too rich
and too easy to be spurned.
Thousands of workers were and
still are trapped in a cycle of
debt and kept in slavery by
threats, force, and torture.

In Brazil the richest tenth of
the population owns nearly 50
per cent of the revenue, while
the poorest tenth owns less than
1 per cent. Close on 100 million
people live in dire poverty.

Just over a year ago 58 per
cent of the population of Piaui,
47 per cent of that of Cear4, and
36 per cent of that of Bahia — all
north-east states — were living
on the equivalent of £10 a week
or less.

From areas such as this
comes a steady stream of hun-
gry, desperate workers who are
recruited by seductive promises
of fat pay packets. They enter
into verbal contracts and are
taken thousands of miles by
truck to toil in dangerous condi-
tions: clearing land, tapping
rubber, panning for gold.

Few are ever paid more than
a fraction of what they have
been promised. Their pay is
confiscated to pay for transport
costs, food, working clothes,
and tools. These debts, often
fraudulently inflated, mount up.

Often these migrant work-
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ers’ identity cards are taken
from them to prevent their
escape. Both threats and force
are used. These are the words of
one contractor on an estate in
Para:

“You'll never leave here until
you pay your debts. I have
orders to kill you if you don’t go
back to work.’

Those who do try to escape
are punished sadistically. On an
estate in Pard owned by the
Bradesco bank, there was a
punishment in the 1980s called
the ‘trunk’:

‘It’s a hollowed-out trunk in
which they put bits of left-over
food attracting ants and other
insects. They put the person to
be punished inside. The guy
spends three days tied up.’

Elsewhere three men who
had tried to run away were
caught, stripped naked, and for-
ced to stand near a stream,
where they were bitten by in-
sects while under armed guard
and forbidden to brush mos-
quitoes away or scratch bites.

Workers are forced to beat
each other, chained up at night,
subjected to various forms of
sexual humiliation, forced at
gunpoint to climb into the top
branches of trees which are
then cut down.

In Brazil there are officially
estimated to be half a million
child prostitutes. In 1987 the
Para state deputy started to
campaign on the use of children

aged 11 to 15 as prostitutes in
mining camps. In the following
year he was shot dead.

Girls and young women are
promised high wages as cooks
and waitresses. When they
reach the mining camps they
learn that they must work as
prostitutes and must pay off
debts incurred for transport and
medicine — including medicine
to treat malaria. The chance of
escape from these remote areas
is slender.

Girls and women are often
starved into submission, beaten
and locked up, and the local
police arrest and ill-treat those
who try to escape. They are
beaten with electric wire folded
over four times, or with the pal-
matéria, a kind of wooden pad-
dle with weal-raising holes in it
invented by the Portuguese col-
onisers of Angola and Brazil.

Sutton denounces ‘the near-
total impunity enjoyed by those
who over recent years have
killed — or ordered the killing of
— many social rights activists,
including trade union leaders,
lawyers, priests and nuns’.

In Rio Maria, Para’, seven
leaders of the local rural work-
ers’ union have been murdered
in the past nine years. Others
have received repeated death
threats.

Last year the Brazilian gov-
ernment at last admitted to the
world that there is slavery in
their country. But with a totally
inadequate labour inspectorate,
the hope of effective govern-
ment action — even if the will
existed — is meagre.

As one leader of the agricul-
tural workers’ union put it: ‘To
get an inspector to go into the
countryside is the same thing as
dreaming that inflation will
fall.’

Aside from a piece in the
‘Independent’ contributed by
the author herself, the British
press has virtually ignored Sut-
ton’s book. And, more than a
month after publication, there
seems precious little chance
that this silence will be broken.

Yet acres of forest are being
used to titillate the British pub-
lic with the scabrous details of
yvet another top people’s sex
scandal.

peter Fry®

Television

JUST before Christmas 1985,
two Nevada teenagers, Ray
Belknap and James Vance,
attempted to carry out a suicide
pact they had apparently en-
tered into by shooting themsel-
ves with a 12-gauge shotgun.

Belknap died instantly but
his best friend, Vance, who tried
to follow suit by placing the now
blood-stained weapon under his
own chin, astonishingly sur-
vived although horribly dis-
figured as a result of the self-
inflicted blast.

The young men were ardent
fans of the heavy metal band
Judas Priest. In a letter Vance
afterwards wrote to his dead
friend’s mother, he claimed that
‘alcohol and heavy-metal music
such as Judas Priest led us or
even mesmerised us into believ-
ing that the answer to life was
death’.

FINE CUT: ‘Dream Deceiv-
ers’ (BBC2, 4 June) documented
the background to this case and
followed the legal battle when it
finally came to be heard in Reno
district court some five years

later.
Weak

Both sets of parents claimed
a recorded subliminal com-
mand, ‘Do It’, had mesmerised
their sons. Judas Priest fans,
filmed picketing the court
house, had other ideas. One pla-
card read: ‘Judas Priest
Doesn't Kill. Weak Minds Do’,
and another, ‘Suicide is a Tragic
Aspect of American Culture
However Rock-n-Roll Is Not At
Fault Here’.

Interviewed sitting on a chil-
dren’'s roundabout in the yard
where he had tried to kill him-
self, the tragic Vance stated: ‘I
would like to call certain people
murderers.” Members of the

Review by Jeff Jackson

band he and Belknap had once
idolised elsewhere protested
that the image of Judas Priest
being drug-crazed Satan-wor-
shippers couldn’t be further
from the truth.

‘We don’t all sing about
“love’”’, lead singer Rob Hal-
ford pointed out. ‘We feel we're
a bit more intellectual than that.

father, and disputes within both
families invariably arose over
the preferred choice of musie.

Vance had moved out five
times because of such argu-
ments. His parents were active
church-goers. Scenes from local
gospel meetings with them in
attendance were juxtaposed
with shots from Judas Priest

There’s no love and no devil in the songs of Judas Priest

A lot of people can understand
the feeling of isolation and the
frustration that living in the
modern world can give you.’
Although Belknap and Vance
had similar histories of rebell-
ing against authority, there had
been no major incidents. Neith-
er was living with his natural

concerts. Mrs Vance said her
son would quote song lyrics as if
they were the Scriptures. In
court, a doctor who was a wit-
ness for the families stated:
‘The lyric line has religious im-
plications that would arouse in
anyone in our culture religious
associations and feelings.

Defenders of the faith

‘For example: ‘““Thy king-
dom come electric ecstasy™ . . .
Ithink you have embodied in the
phrase itself the very conflict
that both these young men were
struggling with.’

As lawyers wheeled into
court computers and hi-tech
equipment in an attempt to pin
down the alleged hidden mes-
sages in the recordings, so too
were the various skeletons in
both families’ closets exposed.

Ray’s elder natural sister
had attempted suicide on two
separate occasions (she was not
a heavy-metal fan); James's
step-father once gambled and
drank heavily. His past also
contained episodes of physical
abuse and drug-taking.

Subliminal

The band were cleared. The
judge found the subliminal
‘commands’ attributable to ‘the
accidental combination of
sounds’. Three years after the
shooting James Vance hospital-
ised himself for depression.
While under treatment, he died
of a medication overdose, cause
unknown.

‘People don’t know what it's
like to have to open your whole
life after you've had a horrible
experience like this,’ he'd said.
‘We weren’t looking for an easy
way out. We obviously thought
there was something better.’

As well as being deeply

affronted at the humiliating
spectacle of musicians having
to ‘defend’ their artistic reputa-
tions in such an absurd and
reactionary legal wrangle,
David Van Taylor’'s directior
agonisingly captured the sick
ness and the pain endured by th
other hapless victims o
vengeance-taking bourgeoi
society.

Saturday 11 June FINE CUT;

Kapuscinski’s book ‘The
Emperor’ about Haile Selassie
provides a rationale for a jour-
ney by Polish intellectual and
African film-maker Haile Geri-
ma to look at life in Ethiopia at
a critical time (8pm, BBC2).

TERS: ‘Shark Wars’. Investi-
gates the conservationists’
battle to save one of the ocean’s
oldest species (Tpm, Channel 4).

cy’. Stella Rimington, new
head of MI5, sheds light on the
workings of one of the most

partments (10.15pm, BBC1).

Monday 13 June ‘Human
Rights, Human Wrongs’. The
actress Helen Mirren follows
the lives of a family of young

‘Imperfect Journey’. Ryszard

Sunday 12 June ENCOUN-

‘The Richard Dimbleby Lec-
ture: Security and Democra-

secretive governmental de-

girls in Pakistan who are just
some of the 150 million children
working in the world today
(12.30pm, BBC2). PANORAMA.
A report on PLO chairman
Yasser Arafat’s actions since
last year’'s ‘peace deal’ be-
tween Israel and Palestine
(9.30pm, BBC1). GLOBAL
IMAGE: ‘In a Time of Bet-
rayal’. Film-maker Carmen
Castillo returns to Chile to
confront Alexandra, a former
revolutionary who was subse-
quently tortured into service
with the secret police and later
became chief prosecution wit-
ness against the excesses of the
Pinochet regime (10.55pm,
Channel 4). ‘A Different Coun-
try’. Michael Ignatieff charts
the rise of Scottish nationalism
(11.15pm, BBC2).

Friday 17 June WORLD CUP
GRANDSTAND: Here at last!
The opening of the 15th World

Cup finals. Live coverage from
Chicago of the first half of the
match between reigning cham-
pions Germany and Bolivia
(T7pm, BBC1 — then switch to
BBC?2 for the second half).

Selected films

SHANGHAI EXPRESS (1932).
Directed by Josef von Stern-
berg, Marlene Dietrich as the
notorious Shanghai Lily on a
train journey through civil-
war-torn China. Also on board:
former lover Clive Brook, and
evil war-lord Warner Oland.
Marvellous! (Saturday,
12.15pm, BBC2). DAYS OF
HEAVEN (1978). Writer/direc-
tor Terence Malinck’s powerful
drama of love, jealousy and
death among a group of mig-
rant workers in 1916 in the
Texas panhandle (Sunday,
9pm, Channel 4). DIARY FOR
MY FATHER AND MY

Programme guide

_ L
Brooke Adams and Richard

Gere in ‘Days of Heaven’,
Channel 4 on Sunday

MOTHER (1990). The final part
of Marta Meszaros’s trilogy
about recent events in Hunga-
rian history deals with the anti-
Soviet uprising of 1956 (Sunday,
12.15am, Channel 4).

JJ

basis for this education cut

THE basis was laid by a 1981 act
for the systematic closure of
special schools for physically
and mentally handicapped chil-
dren and the transfer of their
pupils to ‘mainstream’ schools.
A whole theory was evolved to
explain how this would mean an
integrated, more natural life-
style for disabled children,
while benefiting their unim-
paired counterparts by height-
ening their awareness of disa-
bility.

In 1990, there were still 2,000
special schools in Britain — 80
per cent local authority and 20
per cent private — catering for

200,000 handicapped children.

The transferring of school pupils with ‘special needs’ or
‘learning difficulties’ from special schools catering for
children with physical or mental disability has denied
them desperately needed help. BERNARD FRANKS
looks at the stark reality behind the theories that laid the

These institutions often supply
ultra-specialist care and
teaching facilities, along with
one-to-one support by extreme-
ly dedicated professional staff.

Shut

Naturally, equivalent spe-
cial provision was promised in
the mainstream schools: one in
five children estimated to have
some learning difficulties were
to have ‘their needs considered’,
while the one in 50 (134,000) be-
tween the ages of two and 16 (19
if still at school) with severe
problems would be ‘state-

mented’, that is, assessed for
special provision.

Many parents were fooled
that here was a major advance,
and not, as it proved, a purely
politically motivated plan to shut
expensive specialist provision.

The changeover soon faced
huge problems, while main-
stream placement in a period of
severe education cuts is totally
unworkable for many of the indi-
viduals involved. For example,
with the best will in the world,
ordinary school language units
could not match the speech ther-
apy expertise of the threatened
special schools, nor could they
take on pupils early enough — at
two years, instead of five — or on
a residential basis.

Councils have delayed ‘state-
menting’ by educationalists,
psychologists, doctors, etc.,
fearing the funding commit-
ment. And many children ‘with
some learning difficulties’ have

The fraud of special schools closures

been neglected, owing t
‘priority’.

The new terminology ha
proved a trick, replacing refe
ences to physical and ment:
handicap with ‘learning difficu
ties’ so as to downgrade the prol
lems, to the level where a fe
extra teaching aids will suffice

Many parents have realise
the extent of the fraud, and hay
begun campaigns to save tk
special schools, now hit by loe:
authorities’ spending cuts.

Meanwhile, the national cu
riculum, with its plan fc
league-tabling examination r
sults, has meant it’s to the di
advantage of ordinary schoo
to take pupils with severe lear:
ing problems.

Schools adopting the ‘mai
streaming’ ideal may well E
classed as bad schools becaus
of their examination result
And no doubt their extra prov
sion will be the first to be cuf



east London

YOUNG people have been on
the receiving end of racist and
fascist violence for some con-
siderable time now. Only last
week a young Asian man, Shah
Mohomad Ruhul, was the vie-
tim of a violent stabbing inci-
dent in the Poplar area of
Tower Hamlets, east London.
He was attacked by ten adult
white racists and is now uncon-
scious in the London hospital.

Quddus Ali, a victim of a
wiolent assault in Tower Ham-
Jets last year, having regained
consciousness, is being interro-
gated by police seeking to
‘prove’ that he provoked the
racist attack on him.

In Sheffield, a number of
Pakistani young men are being
tried in court for daring to de-
fend themselves against racist
and fascist gangs. The local
trades council joined up with
them, local trades unionists,
and young anti-fascists to hold
2 successful demonstration of
300 people which succeeded in
forcing the police to drop
charges in most of the cases.

Nevertheless, police in
‘Tower Hamlets have continued
to victimise young Asians on
the streets. Those taken into
the police stations have been
the victims of racist abuse. The
local trades council has suc-
ceeded in convincing the local
authority to call for a publig
inquiry into police racism.

‘Brick Lane 1978: The
Events and Their Signifi-
cance’, by Kenneth Leech has
now been re-published, with
some updating. It is a useful
addition to Tower Hamlets
trades council’s ‘No More
Blood on the Streets: How to
fight Racism and Fascism’, re-
cently published.

PHIL EDWARDS reviews two publications now
available which deal with some important
guestions relating to the fight against fascismin

Ken Leech, a local Anglican
anti-racist campaigner, makes
several references to ‘Blood on
the Streets’, which was pro-
duced by Tower Hamlets
trades council’s predecessor,
the Bethnal Green and Stepney
trades council.

Both pamphlets look at the
growth of racial violence in the
Spitalfields area of east London
in the 1970s and at the 1978
events that led up to the elect-
oral collapse of the National
Front and the later formation
of the British National Party
out of its fragments. Leech also
looks at the history of immigra-
tion in the area and at the
growth of resistance by young
Asians to growing racist and
fascist attacks.

A revealing section, the
‘Ghetto Controversy’, is about
the Greater London Council’s
role in attempting to create a
housing policy that segregated
Bengalis. This was successful-
ly resisted by local Bengalis
and their allies in the white
working class.

It attacks the Commission
for Racial Equality’s 1979 ill-
informed and grossly distorted
report about the situation in
east London and the role of
local organisations. There are
big lessons to be learnt about
the 1978 experience, when the
Anti-Nazi League organised a
carnival in south London at the
very moment the fascists were
threatening to march through
the Brick Lane area.

FIFTEEN years on from the
battles waged by the Bengali
working-class youth and others
against fascism in east London,
fascism rears its head. Not that
it ever disappeared. It simply

Fighting racism and fascism

regrouped and changed its tac-
tics. Electoral adventures and
thuggish racist attacks are the
twin arms of its strategy.

In Tower Hamlets and New-
ham, in the recent elections,
they were stronger than they
had been for well over a de-
cade. In the postscript to ‘Brick
Lane '78’ reference is made to
the inadequacy of youth organ-
isation since 1978.

The Ocean Estate is one of
the largest working-class
estates in the Stepney neigh-
bourhood of Tower Hamlets,
controlled until this year by the
Liberal Democrats — 25 per
cent of its population are young
people. Ocean Youth, a group
of local young people, estab-
lished itself in response to cuts
in local facilities such as those
in 1991. The background to
these cuts was growing drug
abuse and criminalisation of
young people.

Ocean Youth 1992-93 report,
which has now been published,
shows us the whole climate of
racism forming the backdrop
to this fascist activity and the
role of the local authority in
implementing racist policies.

Stepney neighbourhood
changed the name of Altab Ali
park, where young Altab Ali
was murdered, back to its ori-
ginal ‘St Mary’s’. It refused the
use of its local park for a rally
against unemployment organ-
ised locally by Tower Hamlets
and Newham trades councils
two years ago.

Funny that the local Liber-
als didn't seem to put up the
same barriers to the fascists’
‘right of assembly’.

Ocean Youth’s report sug-
gests a direct link between lack
of drug-abuse centres and
youth and community centres,
and the growth of school truan-
cy. And since the report local
Intermediate Education Cen-
tres (IECs) for truants have
been drastically cut, as have

section 11 staff — who give
language support to children
whose first language is not En-
glish — who have been sacked
or redeployed.

We have yet to see if the new
Labour council in Tower Ham-
lets will carry out its promise to
reverse this cut in section 11
funding. The response of the
Liberals to truancy was, like
the Tories, the big stick: finan-
cial penalties for schools with
high ‘non-attendance’ or take
the parents to court.

Unfortunately, whilst the re-
port looks at ‘institutionalised’
racism amongst staff at institu-
tions including schools and the
local sixth-form college (which
has seen many fascist and ra-
cist attacks on its Asian stu-
dents), it fails to look at the
constraints placed on these in-
stitutions by budgetary
attacks. Schools adopting anti-
discriminatory policies will not
automatically mean Asian
pupils achieve.

Three hundred students
from Tower Hamlets college
demonstrated to challenge ra-
cial discrimination by staff.
Local young people have been
the vietims of police racial
abuse and violence, particular-
ly by the Territorial Support
Group.

Clearly young people are at
the very centre of the attacks
on the working class politically
and economically. They are be-
ginning to organise indepen-
dently. But the organised
trade-union movement must
lend its support and experience
to this movement so that the
next generation of young fight-
ers can be properly equipped to
take their proper place in the
struggles which lie ahead.

‘Brick Lane 1978: The Events
and Their significance’, by Ken-
neth Leech, is available from
Eastside bookshop, Mile End
Road, London E1.

rushing
upport

RLIE POTTINS criticises
ialist Outlook’s’ position on
th Africa in his ‘Inside left’

lumn, and concludes: °‘Its
ditionally Pabloite recipe:
ss”’ pressure on bourgeois:-
tionalist and Stalinist leaders
implement their programme’
May).
If I remember correctly, the
P during the Gulf war gave
rt to the bourgeois-nation-
leaders of Iraq, in the name
anti-imperialism. In other
, it is not only the ‘Social-
t Outlook’ tendency that
iders that bourgeois nation-
can play a progressive

— in fact, all Trotskyist
encies that I know of con-
r that bourgeois national-

has a progressive role to
¥. In my opinion, such sup-

strengthens this reaction-

class, covers up its real

and thereby enables it to

and intensify the exploita-

of its workers and peasants.

Also, in the 1930s, Trotsky

1f supported the tactic of

ing upon the Socialists and

inists in France, to break

their bourgeoisie and to

their own government; a

tactic designed to expose the

pankruptcy of these forces and

ppen the gates to the forces of
pevolution.

. How different is this tactic

that pursued by ‘Socialist

k’ today in South Africa?

: v, they are more loyal to

ky's ideals than the WRP.

And as for Pablo, he only

Trotsky's ideas of critical
pport to their logical
usion.

| A. Thomas
i London SE26
Phariie Pottins replies:

N HIS enthusiasm to attack

rather missed the point of my
criticism of ‘Socialist Outlook’s’
turnabout over South Africa. He
also displays remarkable ignor-
ance about Marxist attitudes to
the colonial and national ques-
tions.

Thomas recalls that the
Workers Revolutionary Party
and Workers Press sided with
Iraq in the Gulf war, against US
and British imperialism. We
must plead ‘guilty’, and ask for
several other ‘offences’ to be
taken into consideration, includ-
ing support for Argentina over
the Malvinas, for the Irish
struggle against British rule,
and for the Bosnian people
against Serb aggression and UN
partition schemes.

It also seems relevant to
point out that we participated in
campaigns against apartheid,
sometimes with people we are
now opposing. We make no apo-
logies for that, or for numbering
former South West African Peo-
ple’s Organisation and African
National Congress fighters
among our Workers Interna-
tional comrades in Namibia and
South Africa.

We Marxists are for the max-
imum possible unity of the
working class around the world
to overthrow capitalism.
Among the biggest obstacles to
this are the national and ‘racial’
inequalities fostered by impe-
rialism, expressed in extreme
form by apartheid. To ignore
such real divisions, contenting
ourselves with pious phrases
about workers’ ‘unity’, would be
to serve as accomplices of rac-
ism and oppression.

In animperialist country like
Britain, whose ruling class has
its fingers in everything from
Arab oil and Argentine beef to
African gold and diamonds, we
support those fighting imperial-
ism, both to assist workers in
these other countries and to
undermine our own capitalist
masters, above all by breaking

Marx and Engels supported
the Irish struggle, and the Com-
munist International (Comin-
tern), under the leadership of
Lenin and Trotsky, urged the
Communist Party of Great Bri-
tain to support the struggles of
the Irish, Indian and Egyptian
peoples for national independ-
ence. Trotsky likewise backed
the Chinese struggle against
Japanese colonialism (in which
Chinese Trotskyists formed
armed units), declaring that
‘only conscious or unconscious
agents of Japanese imperialism
can put the two countries on the
same plane’.

Trotsky added, however:
‘This does not at all suppose a
blind confidence in the Chinese
government and in Chiang Kai-
shek. In the past, above all in
1925-27, the general was already
dependent upon working class
organizations in his military
struggle against the Chinese
generals of the North, agents of
foreign imperialism.

‘In the end, he crushed the
working class prganizations by
armed force in 1927-28. We must
learn the lessons from this ex-
perience which resulted from the
fatal policies of the Comintern.
In participating in the legitimate
and progressive national war
against Japanese invasion, the
working class organizations
must preserve their entire poli-
tical independence from the
Chiang Kai-shek government’
(‘Pacifism and China’, 25 Sep-
tember 1937, ‘Writings of Leon
Trotsky’, Pathfinder Press). -

Already, after the 1905 Rus-
sian Revolution, Trotsky in his
‘Results and Prospects’ had
concluded — much in the spirit
of Marx after 1848 — that the
workers could not wait for the
bourgeoisie to complete the
democratic revolution, but
must move on to the dictator-
ship of the proletariat — as they
did in November 1917. This was
the theory of permanent (i.e.
uninterrupted) revolution. In
taking up the struggle against
Stalinism, Trotsky was resum-
ing this fight.

This is where_we Siéf.f_er fro_m

insist on entrusting national
liberation, and even the attain-
ment of socialism, to the
bourgeoisie.

That is why, contrary to A.
Thomas’s suggestion, in defend-
ing Iraq against imperialism,
Workers Press never defended
Saddam Hussein’s regime
against the rights of the Kurdish
people or Iragi workers. (We ex-
pelled former leader Gerry
Healy, who took the latter reac-
tionary position, in 1985.)

It is also why we welcomed
our South African comrades’ de-
cision to raise the red banner of
socialist internationalism in the
recent elections, against the
bourgeois ANC and its Stalinist
allies (whom Thomas forgets to
mention), and for permanent re-
volution. They did so, not from
outside the struggle, but as
working-class vanguard
fighters.

Of course, at times it has
been necessary tactically to
make demands on existing
workers’ leaders, Labour or
Stalinist (perhaps reader Tho-
mas would prefer we left them
alone to do as they please?).

That is entirely different
from adopting the strategic
perspective, as Pablo did in the
1950s, that Stalinist or national-
ist leaders would be trans-
formed by objective circum-
stances into leaders of the
socialist revolution. That is why
we say Pablo revised the theory
of permanent revolution into its
opposite, a recipe for passive
adaptation.

‘Socialist Outlook’ failed to
mention the Workers Interna-
tional’s intervention in the
South African elections, and
ended up dropping mention of
any independent working-class
opposition there. Instead, hark-
ing back to its Pabloite origins,
it wondered whether the ANC-
Nationalist-Stalinist coalition
could meet black workers’
aspirations!

Only someone blinded by
sectarianism could compare
this with what Workers Press
said, or claim that Pabloism is
other than the opposite of
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Bronwen Handyside reports

Two

nations

Cultured —
like a bacteria

PERIPATETIC music teaching
in England and Wales is dis-
appearing, as schools through-
out the country are forced to
prioritise national curriculum
requirements.

Many councils have cut
music services completely, and
others are barely able to keep
theirs going.

Children have to begin to
learn before their teens in order
to be a serious strings player or
pianist.

As schools begin to charge
for music lessons, ‘instrumental
lessons will effectively only be-
come available to those who can
pay for them as a private les-
son’, says Jonathan Willcocks,
director of the Junior Academy
at the Royal Academy of Music.

Claire Wilkins, in her first
year as a music student at East
Anglia University, said: ‘I would
never have taken up the violin if
it wasn’'t for the peripatetic
teacher, for the simple reason
that we are not very rich’.

‘We couldn’t have afforded
them without the subsidised les-
sons. If it wasn't for them, I
don’t think I would ever have
started playing.’

Lauretta Young, 18, has been
leader of Coventry Youth
Orchestra for three years. She
plans to study at the Royal Col-
lege of Music and combine pro-
fessional violin playing with
teaching. ‘If I hadn’t been
taught by a peripatetic teacher
I wouldn’t have learnt to play
the violin,” she says.

Geoffrey Dolton is an opera
singer. ‘My parents weren’t
musical at all really, and my
father wasn’t very keen on me
doing music,” he says. ‘If it
wasn’'t for the peripatetic
teacher, I wouldn't have done
music at all. Lessons mean
money and I didn't come from a
family that could afford extra
activities. I saw other kids hav-
ing piano lessons, but I knew
there was no point asking my
parents because we just didn't
have the money for it.’

On 1 April this year, as part
of an enforced Welsh Office cut,
South Glamorgan’s music ser-
vice, together with junior,
senior and county orchestras,
was given six months to make
itself self- financing under a
new ‘business plan’. Children
are now customers and the
teachers have to sell their ser-
vices to them.

Barnsley council got rid of
all its peripatetic staff when its
poll tax was capped three years
ago.

The destruction of these ser-
vices means that the vast unex-
plored musical potential of
millions of working-class chil-
dren will be thrown away.

Only the rich, and the chil-
dren of the rich are to be
allowed the enjoyment of this
huge area of culture.

At the same time as the
teaching of music is being des-
troyed by the introduction of
‘market forces’, former defence
minister Alan Clark and his pals
continue to demonstrate for us
the dizzy cultural heights the
super-rich can reach, after tens
of thousands of pounds have
been spent on educating them.

God and
Mammon

OTHER areas of education are
not exempt from this govern-
ment’s idea of what constitutes
true culture.

Last week education minis-
ter John Patten rebuked head
teachers who said that enfore-
ing a daily act of Christian wor-
ship was difficult for many
schools whose pupils and
teachers may or may not be

| R R

Patten said he was dis-
appointed by the survey by the
notoriously conservative Na-
tional Association of Head
Teachers (NAHT) showing that
eight out of ten heads thought
the government’s expectations
concerning the law were un-
acceptable.

Addressing the NAHT in
Eastbourne, Patten said the
50-year-old law was ‘a good
law’, giving pupils timé to focus
on religious responses to moral
issues.

Funnily enough he said no-
thing about compelling Alan
Clark to sit through a daily act
of Christian worship to sharpen
up his notions about the accep-
tability of child abuse.

Nor did Patten explain why
he wasn’t insisting that school-
children worship the same god
as he and Alan Clark do —
money.

Labour’s
crumbs for
the young

THE new modern, re-vamped
Labour Party is no better when
it comes to dealing with the
young (nor to anything else, but
that’s another story).

After the brou-ha-ha last
week over Major's contemp-
tuous attack on beggars, the
Labourites hastily backed off
what might have seemed a
guarantee to reintroduce be-
nefits for 16- and 17-year- olds
(too close to a possibly winnable
election folks).

So do they propose appren-
ticeships? Or jobs? Don’t be
silly. These public-spirited peo-
ple propose a youth ‘Citizens
Service’ — ‘designed to encour-
age greater civic responsibility
and meet social needs’.

Labour's crown prince, Tony
Blair, hailed the proposal which
would provide 250,000 voluntary
places for three months. For
this young people will be paid
the grand total of £50 a week. So
after three months you can go
back to your abusive family —
that is if you have not starved to
death while paying the average
room rent (in London) of £50 a
week.

Treasury cuts
to vulnerable
young

HOW far away is Mr Blair and
his starry-eyed notions from
those of Treasury officials, who
are calling for the cutting of
benefits paid to 16- and
17-year-olds who qualify for in-
come support because they
have been evicted by their pa-
rents or have left home after
being abused.

The bill for these hardship
cases has apparently gone up
too rapidly, and may soon reach
£40 million a year. The Treasury
is demanding they be slashed.

In a cold-blooded letter
shown to the ‘Guardian’ last
week, a senior official at the
social security department war-
ned the Treasury: ‘I am sure
you will be sensitive to the cri-
ticisms that could be levelled
against the department and
ministers if just one case could
be proved that the department
forced an abused child back into
the clutches of an abuser.’

The officials are proposing
that the DSS interrogate pa-
rents when a 16- or 17-year-old
says they have been thrown out,
and that social workers should
be used to check up on
claimants who say they are
being abused.

If you have any material for this
column, please send it to me at
Workers Press, PO Box 733,

PR - Oty
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Miners’ action

in Kazakhstan

A MINERS' conference will be
held in Kazakhstan this week to
decide the next steps of a cam-
paign over pay and working
conditions.

Miners were on strike in the
Karaganda area until Friday 3
June, when an order requested
by management, declaring the
strike illegal, was granted by a
judge.

The strike had begun on 18
May. On 20 May, four miners at
the ‘50 years of the October Re-
volution’ mine began a hunger
strike; on 28 May, 21 more min-
ers began an underground sit-
in. The strike was organised by
the Independent Miners Union
of Kazakhstan.

Miners in this former Soviet
republic earn about £30 a
month. Living standards are
even below those in the Russian
coalfields, and strike leaders
say the action began as condi-
tions have ‘become intolerable’.

An appeal was circulated
last week. Immediately, mes-
sages were sent by fax from the
Aberdeen trades council and the
Transport and General Work-
ers’ Union branch at Stamford
Hill bus garage, north London.

The issue has been raised in
other trade-union organisations
and Workers Press hopes to
give a fuller report next week.

The strike is suspended but
the dispute in Karaganda is not
resolved. All workers’ organisa-
tions are asked to continue send-
ing messages of support.

Those received so far have
been an important boost for the
miners in the front line.

Messages can be sent by fax
to the sirike headquarters on
010-7-3212 57-72-93.

Please notify Workers Press
if you send a message and we
will continue to report on the
miners’ struggle there.

A WorkersP
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Workers Aid
one year on

e

res

AN IMPORTANT anniversary was marked on 6
June. On that date, assembling forces from several
countries had, with careful planning, embarked for
the struggle against fascism in Europe — Workers
Aid for Bosnia is one year old!

A Serb comrade of the Workers Internatwnal had urged

us to do something about
Bosnia, and it was his idea
that we should launch an aid
convoy to the mining area of
Tuzla, north-east Bosnia.

The campaign was founded
at a meeting in Lambeth town
hall, south London, on 6 June
1993, attended by members of
the Workers Revolutionary
Party (British section of the
Workers International to Re-
build the Fourth International)
and other labour-movement
organisations.

Join

We had taken part in demon-
strations, picketed the embassy
of the former Yugeslavia in
London, and held public meet-
ings, when we had decided to
join anti-fascist activists to
start a group called ‘Red Aid for
Bosnian Refugees’. Workers
Aid for Bosnia was the eventual
result.

None of us had expert know-
ledge of the former Yugoslavia,
nor experience of practical

By WorlersPross
SUBSCRIBE

BY CHARLIE POTTINS

problems like getting a convoy
on the road. But from the start,
the campaign showed what
‘ordinary’ people could do — the
school student painting our lor-
ries, the old-age pensioner
bringing in tins of food, the
trades unionists moving resolu-
tions for funds and fixing fan
belts to keep trucks moving.

Bosnian refugees have play-
ed a vital part in every aspect of
the campaign — speaking at
meetings, giving advice, raising
funds with us on the streets.

And then there’s the drivers,
who have braved mountain
tracksin sun, hail and snow; the
seasoned revolutionary putting
principles into practice; the stu-
dent down from Oxford; the un-
employed ex-soldier; and the
lorry driver from Lancashire
who ‘just thought it seemed the
right thing to do’.

When the first Workers Aid
convoy (which travelled during
last September and October)
ran into an obstacle — the Un-
ited Nations’ refusal to open the
northern route (which is by far
the quickest) to Tuzla — mem-
bers showed their mettle by
blockading the UN headquar-
ters in Zagreb, the Croatian
capital, while supporters raised

e
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the maximum protest abroad.

Such experiences were too
rich for some political groups.
Supporters of the United Secre-
tariat of the Fourth Internation-
al (USec), some of whom hadn’t
been keen on the campaign
from the start, decided to split
away from Workers Aid, calling
themselves ‘International
Workers Aid’. Since then they
have slandered Workers Aid for
Bosnia, and tried to undermine
support for it.

But Workers Aid for Bosnia
is international! There are
thriving committees in France
and Spain, and supporters in
Germany and Sweden. On the
March convoy there was a truck
driver from Normandy, miners
from Slovenia, firefighters from
the Basque country, comrades
from New Zealand and Greece,
as well as Bosnian workers re-
turning home.

The campaign has reached
into major trades unions like the
GPMU print union, and helped
link Tuzla miners with the Scot-
tish TUC, which has decided to
send aid.

Example

On the first anniversary of
Workers Aid for Bosnia we
heard that, following the exam-
ple of Brighton Workers Aid,
there’s to be a benefit concert in
London with top classical musi-
cians from Bosnia; and that
academics and students at
Cambridge are collecting text-
books and materials for Tuzla
University.

Another convoy is on the
road. And we’'ve only just
begun!

Workers Aid is building workers’ internationalism in the fight
against racism and fascism — against racist attacks in Ger-
many (above) and fascism in Bosnia (see pages 4&5)
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aid from Sweden to Tuzla's hospital.

TRYING todescribe a convoy to
Tuzla is a near impossibility in
such a short space because so
much happens. In May, we took
six trucks to Tuzla filled with
medicine for the hospital.

We got there on a shoestring
— literally! The fan-belt broke
on one of the 1950s Swedish
army trucks, so the shoestrings
came in handy and we became
the floppy-boot convoy.

We were stuck on the Croa-
tian/Bosnian border for a day at
Kamensko. It was hard to tell
why — all our papers were in
order. Perhaps it was because
we were with a Bosnian, or be-
cause we didn't offer a roasted
pig — a someone else did — or
beer or Deutschmarks.

Finally one convoy mem-
ber’s threat to block the border
if we weren’'t over that day
seemed to cause a ripple. Block-
ing roads is an effective way of
being heard: we had to wait six
hours on a pontoon bridge be-
cause three trucks refused to be
turned back for lack of papers.

The road itself is at times
like a series of ocean waves. On
the road to Milankovici we
would gasp as the front end dis-
appeared into another huge

pothole and the back end would
lurch at such an angle that we
were convinced it would surely
this time tip straight over the
edge of the mountain.

And later, driving up Milan-
kovici in the dark, we had to
drive with one truck towing
another without lights because
the battery was dead. I flashed
my hazard lights so the driver
could at least see a little.

A United Nations truck back-
ed into one of our Bedford’s,
breaking the windscreen. From
that time the driver would drive
with his legs out the window or
he would mime the cleaning the
non-existent windscreen for the
entertainment of those around.
So many people stand at the side
of the convoy routes, mainly
children asking for food.

Tuzla had changed from
when I was there the previous
month. It was spring. Bosnia is
very beautiful — wild herbs
grow all over the landscape. On
the way we drove through a
township. A house was com-
pletely destroyed by shelling,
but the front garden was in full
bloom — reds, lilacs and golds.

The people of Tuzla have
used every available piece of

land for gardens. What used to
be pavements and verges are
now covered in vegetables. Peo-
ple work on these plots from
early morning until last light.
When shelling broke out
while .1 was there I told the
people I was staying with that I

-wanted to hide. They said that

that was how everyone used to
be but now people are deter-
mined not to live in fear.

Pleased

The hospital was pleased
with what we had brought. We
had their address on our cus-
toms paper so avoided the
bureaucracy in Tuzla, which
would have meant a day’s delay.

Atthe hospital we were given
a shower and food. Having spent
the previous night sleeping up-
right in the cab of my truck at a
checkpoint, this was much
appreciated.

But to be there, surrounded
by many men of my age in
wheelchairs or with missing
limbs, was hard. The hospital is
also a favourite target of the
Serb forces, along with the
marketplace.

The woman of the family I

stayed with was from India. She
had had to elope because her
parents were arranging a mar-
riage for her. They thought that
my home country of New Zea-
land must be a nirvana.

They talked of music. But
eventually all conversations led
to the situation in the former
Yugoslavia. Every night they
revealed some facts more
shocking than the night before.
How some of these things could

_ be true they didn’t even try to

explain to themselves anymore.
It was very painful. So much is
happening to try and create
ethnic division there and des-
troy the community.

It is nearly a month since we
got back. I miss the people on
the convoy. So much happened
between us. Walking into a su-
permarket here is a shock — so
much food, so much choice.

Last weekend I collected for
Workers Aid in Bath. A young
Bosnian woman of only 16 was
with us. Old beyond her years,
she could gently and firmly go
up to people and ask for their
support for Bosnia. She had
seen her home destroyed and
her brother and father taken to
a concentration camp.



