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Iin Brazil:

UNIONISTS

TWO leading Brazilian trades unionists, both
members of the Trotskyist movement, have
been murdered in their home in Sao Paulo by
what are believed to be professional

assassins.

Rosa Hernandes, a leader of poor agricultural
workers in the area, and her companion Jose Luis

Sandeman, vice-presi-
dent of the university
workers’ union FASUB-
RA, were found dead by
their 19-year-old son,
Carlos Eduardo, when he
returned home in the
parly hours of last Sun-
day, 12 June.

Jose Luis, whose union
had recently been involved
n a national strike, had been
shot twice in the head. Rosa
was killed with one bullet.

Joined

Workers Press and the Work-
Ts Revolutionary Party have
pined with the murdered cou-
le’s comrades in the Interna-
jonal Workers League (LIT) in
ondemning the murder and in
rotesting to the Brazilian au-
horities. The International So-
1alist League, British section of
he LIT, in a press statement
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from its secretary Martin Ralph
says: ‘We ask all Trotskyists,
socialists, Labour Party mem-
bers, trade unionists and indi-
viduals concerned with fighting
for human rights to move their
organisations to condemn the
assassinations and demand of
the Brazilian embassy and the
governor of the state of Sao
Paulo that the guilty be found
and punished.’

Coming as Brazil heads for
presidential elections later this
year, in which Luis Ignacio
‘Lula’ da Silva of the Workers
Party is expected to do well, the
murder of Rosa Hernandes and
Jose Luis Sandeman is part of a
war of the rich against the work-
ing class and the poor.

Capitalist Brazil, with its
valuable resources, has some of
the richest people in the world,
and many of the poorest. Over
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Capitalist
democracy

30 million Brazilians live in
absolute poverty. A documen-
tary shown recently on British
television revealed that in the
poverty-stricken north-east of
Brazil starving children are re-
duced to scavenging in hospital
refuse bins containing ampu-
tated human limbs and organs.

In big cities, police and pri-
vate security guards form death
squads, going out at night to
murder homeless children. The
Institute for Social and Econo-
mic Analysis estimates that
close to 100 children a month are
slaughtered in this way.

In the countryside, where 1
per cent of landowners hold 50
per cent of the land, terror and
murder are used against poor
peasants and agricultural work-
ers. A Catholic Pastoral Land
Commission recorded 1,730 kill-
ings of peasants, farmworkers,
union leaders, lawyers, and
priests between 1964 and 1992.

President Collor had to res-
ign after massive street demon-
strations against corruption last
October. People know that sew-
ers, roads and water conduits
that were paid for from their
taxes haven’t been built. Senior
police officers, politicians and
Judges have been caught on the
make, and the corruption con-
tinues. News broke earlier this
year of huge sums from crimin-
al rackets being laundered
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through the national lottery,
with the racketeers being
assured winning tickets.
Workers’ militancy and
strikes have been growing in the
industrialised Sao Paulo area,
and the Landless Peasants
Movement (MST), affiliated to
the main trade union federation
CUT, has been organising occu-

Ppations of unused land.

Elections

With elections due in Octo-
ber, Lula’s Workers Party is
leading in the polls. To the Left
of Lula, Convergéncia Socialis-
ta, the party to which Jose Luis
Sandeman and Rosa Hernandes
belonged, recently joined with
others to form the United Work-
ers Socialist Party (PSTU),
which has 3,000 members, sev-

~eral of them leading trades un-

lonists and peasant activists.

The murder of Jose and Rosa
was the second in less than a
month suffered by the LIT, to
which Convergéncia is affili-
ated. Esteban Balbuena, a
peasant leader in Paraguay and
member of the LIT-affiliated
Workers Party there, was killed
last month after threats from a
government minister against
peasants’ leaders.

The stage may have been set
for the murders in Sao Paulo by
a report the Brazilian military
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Farmworkers face terror, murder

intelligence service put out the
previous week. The ‘Guardian’
(7 June) reported: ‘The Brazi-
lian intelligence service has ac-
cused a peasant organisation
expected to support the left-
wing presidential candidate
Luis Ignacio Lula da Silva of
smuggling arms and running
guerrilla training camps.’

The military-run Secretariat
for Strategic Affairs claimed
members of ‘paramilitary’
peasant organisations were
being trained in Cuba, Nicar-
agua and the former Soviet
Union and were ‘heavily
armed’. The ‘Guardian’ quoted
MST national co-ordinator Joa
Pedro Stedile, who said: ‘This is
psychological warfare against
Lula. They want to create a
climate of danger so that people
will fear Lula’s victory.’

Typical of the ‘strategy of
tension’ adopted by military in-
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telligence chiefs in many coun-
tries, usually in collusion with
America’s CIA, the talk about
‘gun-running ' and ‘armed
peasants’ clearly had another
aspect — to prepare the way for
terrorism against the workers
and peasants, and threaten a
military coup.

Brazil’s cruel poverty shows
what capitalist ‘free enterprise’
means for millions throughout
the world unfortunate enough
not to be among the capitalist
super-rich.

The murder of trades union-

ists like Rosa Hernandes and
Jose Luis Sandeman, with its
evident political ramifications,
shows also what lurks behind
the facade of bourgeocis demo-
cracy, whenever the ruling
class and their corrupt minions
feel threatened.
B Send resolutions of protest to
the Governor of the State of Sao
Paulo, Sr Luis Antonio Flery,
Palacio des Bandeirantes,
Morumbi, S. Paulo, Brazil. Fax
number +5511 843 8271. The Bra-
zilian embassy is at 32 Green
Street, Mayfair, London. Fax
number 071-493 5105.

Resolutions of solidarity to
the PSTU, Fax Sao Paulo,
5756093.

A lobby of the Brazillan
embassy is planned — call or fax
Martin Ralph, 061-707 1584, or
Workers Press.

A dirty provocation against Workers Aid for Bosnia|

—

WORKERS PRESS STATEMENT

WORKERS Aid for Bosnia, which has
won widespread support from trades
unionists and young people for deliv-
ering food and medical supplies to the
besieged working-class stronghold of
Tuzla in north-east Bosnia, has been
viciously attacked in the ‘Internation-
al Workers Bulletin’, a paper pub-
lished by David North’s Workers
League in the United States.

In a six-page feature accusing the
Workers Revolutionary Party, which
supports Workers Aid, of aiding
‘imperialism in the Balkans’, it
plaims:

‘It is well-known that the WRP’s
tonvoys are involved not just in sup-

plying token shipments of food and
medicine. Workers Aid has been
involved in bringing satellite com-
munications and other strategic milit-
ary equipment into Bosnia for use by
the Izetbegovic regime and its impe-
rialist backers.

‘Its trucks are being operated on
the basis of commercial contraects
paid for by European arms dealers
and others’ (‘How CIliff Slaughter’s
WRP aids imperialism in the Bal-
kans’, 23 May),

Arduous

Who it is ‘well-known’ to, we are
not told. Why should the imperialists,
whose UN trucks and armour trundle
wherever they please in Bosnia, use

Workers Aid to bring in ‘si_:rategic

military equipment’, over the most
arduous route? Why, if they’re back-
ing Bosnia, do they maintain an arms
embargo against it?!

Workers Aid convoys have to pass
rigorous border checks when entering
Bosnia, and are often blocked. Any
suggestion of smuggling could endan-
ger the convoy, and the drivers’ lives.
Is that North’s idea? His ‘gun-running’
allegation echoes that used when
French aid workers were kidnapped
near Sarajevo in April, and that used
in propaganda from the Serb govern-
ment.

In a letter to the US House of Rep-
resentatives’ Republican ‘Task Force
on Terrorism’, on 8 June, the so-called
“Yugoslav’ foreign ministry in Bel-
grade claimed that ‘Muslim’ forces —
i.e. the Bosnian army — had been the

aggressors at Gorazde, by firing on
Serbian tanks that were besieging the
town!

‘Indeed,’ said the letter, ‘there is
evidence that humanitarian aid con-
voys, sanctioned by the UN, assisted
in the transfer of equipment and goods
to Gorazde.

Attempt

For example, on 14 March, Bosnian
Serb inspection teams in the Sokolac
heliport discovered an attempt to
smuggle electronic equipment, hard
currency and Bosnian government
documents into Gorazde.’

Defending the bombardment of
Gorazde’s hospital, the statement
claimed ‘Muslim’ (i.e. Bosnian) forces
had placed guns on the hospital roof.

‘International Workers Bulletin’,
finds acres of newsprint (one of many
of the items Tuzla needs!) for lies
about Workers Aid for Bosnia and the
Workers Revolutionary Party, but not
a word of sympathy for the people of
Gorazde.

Consumed by pathological hatred,
David North doesn’t give a damn for
the workers of Bosnia or anywhere
else.

We’ll be dealing with North’s lies
(and political record) in detail later.
One thing is clear. His ‘Bulletin’ arti-
cle is presented as ‘a statement from
the International Committee of the
Fourth International’; this is the big-
gest lie of all. It has nothing to do with
Trotsky’s Fourth International, and
everything in common with the
Stalinists’ murderous lies.

)n other pages: Lecturers’

dispute, p3; Disabled people fiht

, P4&35; Kazakh miners’ appeal, p8
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European
dangers

THERE has been much shouting from the lead-
ers of the British Labour Party about their ‘great
victory’ in the Euro-elections. The results are
certainly a measure of the deep hostility to the
Conservative Party, even among its traditional
supporters in the middle class.

But this was not so much a victory for Labour as
a massive abstention by Tory voters. The fact is
that Labour, with policies almost identical to those
of the Tories, has no attraction for millions of
working people, not to speak of sections of the
middle class.

But there was another factor in the elections
about which none of the contenders for the Labour
leadership has so much as mentioned: the advance
made by parties of the extreme right in several
European countries.

In Italy neo-fascist parties secured one in eight
of the votes, with Forza ltalia winning 33 per cent.
In France the National Front took 10 per cent of the
vote.

At the same time, the so-called Socialist Party in
France saw its share of the vote drop from 24 per
cent at the last Euro-elections to 15 per cent. This
was the lowest percentage poll won by the Socialist
Party since its reformation in the early 1970s.

In Germany the vote for the Social Democrats fell
to 33 per cent of the vote, down 4 per cent since
the last elections. In Spain the ‘Socialist’ party saw
its vote slump by a quarter.

The other notable feature of the Euro-elections
was the low turnout. Only about a third of those
eligible to vote bothered to do so. This itself is a
clear sign of the apathy that millions of people feel
towards the European Union and its corrupt
bureaucracy.

Under its present leaderships, the working class,
for good reason, feels unable to deal with the
pressing problems it faces: rising unemployment, a
mounting social crisis, the growth of racism and
fascism. 3

One thing is clear from these elections: the
danger of racism and fascism is not simply one
that arises in the former Yugoslavia. It is an
issue for the whole of Europe.

An open letter to
the head of MIS

Dear Stella Rimington,

You said in your Dimbleby Lecture on BBC1 last
Sunday: ‘Those people who wish to damage the
state will naturally organise themselves and make
plans in secret. So we have to use secret means
to investigate them. With the proper legal authority,
we may need to tap their telephones, open their
letters or eavesdrop on their conversations to find
out their intentions. We may have to observe their
movements secretly, or recruit members of those
organisations as agents.’

We who are Trotskyists don’t simply ‘wish to
damage’ your capitalist state; we aim to destroy it
lock, stock and barrel — which, among other happy
results, will make your 2,300 staff, selected for their
‘judgment, impartiality and integrity’, available for
useful productive labour in the service of the
community as.a whole.

We have never disdained to conceal our aims.
We have no secret organisation, no intentions that
we have not been proclaiming publicly, year in and
year out, since the world communist movement
arose some 150 years ago.

The whole working-class movement is quite
used to having its telephones tapped — generally
without ‘proper legal authority’ — its letters read, its
conversations eavesdropped on, its movements
covertly observed, its organisations infiltrated by
your minions.

So by all means carry on with your expensive
dirty work, Mrs Rimington. But don’t for a moment
suppose that it will save the class you serve from
the working-class revolution that history has in
store for them.

Workers Press

Letters

Some critical remarks on ‘support
and the permanent revolution

A. THOMAS (Workers Press, 11
June) says that Pablo ‘only took
Trotsky’s ideas of critical sup-
port to their logical conclusion.’

Nonsense. Central to Trot-
sky’s struggle against Stalinism
was his insistence on the work-
ing class fighting for its own
political programme, building
its own revolutionary party, in-
dependent of bourgeois nation-
alism and of the ‘bourgeois
workers’ parties’ (social demo-
cracy and, later, Stalinism).
This was the basis on which he
formed the Fourth Interna-
tional.

In contrast to this, the idea of
‘eritical support’ was advanced
by Pablo, and various other
false claimants to ‘Trotskyism’,
as a cover for ditching that
struggle for the revolutionary
working-class party and its
programme. The content of this
‘eritical support’ (first for Tito
and Mao, then for a string of
bourgeois nationalists) was to
silence Trotskyist criticism of
bourgeois-nationalist and
Stalinist leaderships and to junk
the fight for the party.

This was the purpose for
which Pablo brought the idea of
‘eritical support’ to centre stage
— in his document ‘Where Are
We Going’, I think (although I
can’'t lay my hand on it just
now). For all I know Trotsky
may have used these words in
some of his writings, but to
claim that they occupied a cen-
tral place in his thinking as they
did in that of Pablo and other
falsifiers of Trotskyism is ridi-
culous.

What about Trotsky’s call on
the Socialists and Stalinists in
France to break from the Popu-
lar Front with bourgeois par-
ties, to which A. Thomas refers?
This tactic was put forward as
part of Trotsky’s struggle to de-
velop a working-class program-
me and party. This struggle was
always the main thing in his
activity. Tactics flowed from it.

It is laughable for A. Thomas
to claim that ‘all Trotskyist ten-
dencies’ he knows ‘consider that
bourgeois nationalism has a
progressive role to play’.
Bourgeois nationalism cannot
play any progressive role. The

WE WELCOME LETTERS

SEND THEM TO: WORKERS PRESS,
PO BOX 735, LONDON SW8 1YB

— OR PHONE 071-582 8882

whole struggle of the Workers
International in Ireland, Nami-
bia, South Africa, ete., has been
on the necessity to build parties
of the Fourth International
against bourgeois nationalism
(while not denying the defence
of national rights).

In building such parties we
fight against the political legacy
of Pabloism. We should throw
into the dustbin of history the
slogan of ‘critical support’,
along with ‘anti-imperialist un-
ited front’, ‘Labour to power on
a socialist programme’ and
other formulations behind
which Pabloism crept into our
party in the 1960s and 1970s.

On a point of theoretical
accuracy. Charlie Pottins,
answering A. Thomas, talks
about Trotsky’s ‘theory of per-
manent (i.e. uninterrupted) re-
volution’.

The Stalinists often carica-
tured Trotsky’s theory of per-
manent revolution by saying
that he believed the revolution
was an ‘uninterrupted’ process.
He always repudiated this falsi-
fication, insisting that the 'word

‘permanent’ meant not ‘uninter-
rupted’, but that the struggle for
democratic tasks could not be
contained in the bourgeois re-
volution or by the workers tak-
ing power in one country, but
had to ‘grow over’ to the inter-
national socialist revolution.

He specifically separated his
theory from the idea of ‘uninter-
rupted’ revolution put forward
by Nikolai Bukharin in 1920-21.
For example he wrote in his
critique of the draft programme
of the sixth Comintern con-
gress: ‘Naturally I never
shared the Bukharinist version
of the theory of ‘“permanent”
revolution, according to which
no interruptions, periods of
stagnation, retreats, transition-
al demands, or the like, are at
all conceivable in the revolu-
tionary process.

‘On the contrary, from the
first days of October, I fought
against this caricature of the
permanent revolution.’ (“Third
International After Lenin’, page
67).

Simon Pirani
London SE18
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As in the Workers Aid for Bosnia campaign, our readers are
involved in the battles the working class is fighting every day

Dear Reader,

YOU will remember that
two weeks ago we asked you
to make every effort to con-
vert Workers Press readers
into Workers Press sellers.
We know that this is already
beginning to happen. So
keep up the drive for new
sellers, let’s give it a hard
push.

We also need more news
items from your work-
places, trades unions, indus-
tries and community
groups, and the campaigns
you are involved in.

It is not just that others
active in the same union or
struggle will need to know
about it; the successes you
have or the lessons you learn
may be vital to others en-
gaged In similar struggles.
They need to know what is
happening to you and your
comrades.

The editor of Workers
Press has no staff of repor-
ters or photographers to
send out to cover your story.
As you can read in the

WORKERS PRESS £3,000

MONTHLY FUND

In so far for June: £928.93

LAST week Workers Press received a fax from
the Slovenian energy workers’ union inviting
us to send a reporter to a central European
conference of energy workers. This invitation
is a direct result of the stand we’ve taken in
defence of Bosnia, supporting the taking of
aid through Workers Aid for Bosnia to the

miners of Tuzla.

The Workers International to Rebuild the
Fourth International, of which the WRP is the
British section, has been invited to take part
in the International Workers League (LIT/CI)
world congress in Brazil. It is a movement that
has been through some big changes and has
been actively trying to understand the
changes that have taken place since the col-

lapse of Stalinism.

Our comrades in South Africa have begun

meantime they need money through our
South Africa election fund.

Our work in Britain has this international
struggle as its bedrock. We strive through our
involvement in campaigns like the Community
and Union Action Campaign and the Interna-
tional Trade Union Solidarity Campaign to

raise consciousness of the international na-

ture of the struggles In Britain — against
racism and fascism, against the privatisation
of public, health and transport services,
against the attack on education, etc.

And in the Workers Press office the bills
keep coming in!

This requires a constant balancing act and
when money doesn’t come in we often feel

we're about to fall into the abyss. Throw us a

lifeline!

to bring out a paper every two weeks. As soon

as we get

information we will be appealing for
postal subscriptions to their paper and dona-
tions to help our comrades directly. But in the

Mike Cooke

Please rush your money, payable to ‘Work-
ers Press’, to: PO Box 735, London SW8 1YB.

Workers Press monthly fund
appeal each week, we do not
have those kinds of
resources.

What we do have is even
more valuable. Workers
Press has readers who are
involved in the battles the
working class is fighting
every day. You are one of
those readers! .

So write up any story of
what is happening in the
struggle you are involved in.
Send Workers Press photo-
graphs and reports from de-
monstrations, strikes, pro-
tests or other events that the
paper could cover.

Increase

By reporting or taking
pictures for Workers Press
you can make a difference:
you can help increase the
paper’s circulation.

By increasing the num-
ber of those who buy and
read Workers Press, we in-
crease its income. That
then helps us toimprove the
quality of Workers Press,
and greatly extends our
news coverage.

The Circulation
Department

?oRCUPl”€

BoOKCELLAR

Secondhand basement
bookstore

POLITICS FICTION ARTS MEDIA
WOMEN'S STUDIES FILM
ARCHITECTURE EDUCATION

EUSTON ROAD

PENTONVILLE RD

OPEN 11AM - 6PM MON. TO SAT.
BELOW HOUSMANS BOOKSHOP
S CALEDONIAN ROAD KINGS CROSS
LONDON NI 9DX.

« TEL: 071 837 4473 »
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Hackney council
WOrKers oppose
new racist [aws

MEMBERS of the local govern-
ment union, UNISON, in Hack-
ney council’s housing benefits
department voted at a mass
meeting on 27 May to boycott
racist new government legisla-
tion on ‘persons from abroad’.
The new laws force council
workers to check the immigra-
tion status of all benefit
claimants not already on in-
come support. In practice this
means checking passports and
liaising with the Home Office.
Black migrant workers are
inevitably targeted by this rul-
ing, and it marks an end to
confidentiality. A statement
from UNISON number 1 branch
at Hackney, north London, said
that the ‘effect of the policy will
be to strike fear into the hearts
of all black people in Hackney
who apply for their legitimate
entitlement to benefits’.

Branch publicity officer
Tony Whelan pointed out that
the legislation had come into
force with only minimal opposi-
tion from the Labour Party.
Describing it as ‘thoroughly
racist’, he said it was ‘just
another stage in the present
government’s ongoing attacks
on migrants, especially those
with black skins.

‘At a time of mass slaughter
in Bosnia, in Rwanda and in
other parts of the world, yet
more restrictions on the rights
of refugees are totally
indefensible.’

Whelan added that all mig-
rant workers, ‘not just the
“illegals’’ they claim to be
targeting’, would suffer from
fear, uncertainty and delays in
the system caused by imple-
mentation of the legislation.

He said that the action of
Hackney’'s UNISON members
provides an example for action
by benefits workers in other
councils.

of contracts dispute

LECTURERS are on strike all over England and
Wales, whilst an increasing number of union chap-
ters (branches) seek a mandate from their mem-
bers as a prelude to action.

One of the institutions affected is Sheffield college,
the largest college in Europe. There, union members

have forced the principal
back to the negotiating
table after several days
of successful strike
action.

‘I have to stay at head
office every night until
seven to sign authorisations
for branches to take action,’
said Doreen Cameron, presi-
dent of the university and
college lecturers’ union,
NATFHE.

Owing to the government’s
employment laws it is very hard
for any union to organise a na-
tional strike, so NATFHE is
fighting with one hand behind
its back.

Thuggery

In a particularly outstanding
example of legal thuggery, a
college branch was given an
ultimatum. It was threatened
with union derecognition and in-
dividual contracts unless the
lecturers submitted.

They were unable to take any
strike action in protest, the
union members were told, be-
cause management contracts
were deemed insufficiently well
drawn up.

The argument ran that the
union could not despute a
contract that might itself be
illegal.

BY JOHN PETERS

Despite such obstacles, bal-
lots have been synchronised,
suggesting that action at nation-
al or at least regional level may
be possible to organise.

Attracting

Many branches report that
membership is up. Even in the
one new college in the country,
at Truro in Cornwall, where
staff began their jobs under the
new contracts, a branch has
been set up. It has succeeded in
attracting most of the teaching
staff.

All over the country lectur-
ers are simply returning their
new, unsigned contracts to
NATFHE, which then passes
them on en bloc to the manage-
ment.

At the moment the College
Employers’ Forum is refusing
to offer national negotiations.
But this tame government
quango is showing signs of
nerves.

Apparently some college
heads are jittery about picket
lines and unfavourable media
coverage blighting the image of
their institutions. NATFHE is
not, though, banking on a
speedy resolution.
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Lecturers raise tempg

NUM president Arthur Scar-
gill speaking, in front of a
WAPC banner, at a rally at
Parkside pit last summer. The
pit camp is determined to
keep the mine shafts clear

BY JOHN STEELE

ABOUT 2,000 workers walked
out of the Harland & Wolff ship-
yard in Belfast in protest at the
killing of a Catholic worker on
Friday 10 June.

Maurice O’Kane, 50, a wel-
der, was shot in the back in the
hold of a tanker where he had
been working.

The murder was claimed by
one of the loyalist killer gangs,
the Ulster Volunteer Force,
and is a continuation of the
barbaric campaign against
Catholics and supporters of
Irish republicanism.

Over the past few months
workers have been killed in
their homes and at their work-
places and there was the
attempted mass murder of 400
people at a fund-raising func-
tion for republican prisoners in
a Dublin public house.

Married with four sons and
two grandchildren, O’Kane had
left the shipyard after 15 years’
employment but had returned
on a contract basis.

Two of his sons are also em-
ployed there — one is a plum-
ber and the other is an appren-
tice.

The loyalist assassination
squads are attempting to instil
fear into nationalists and to
deepen the divisions amongst
the working class.

These divisions are streng-
thened by the system of
separate schools and the
almost total separation of Pro-
testant and Catholic workers in
different housing estates.

This imperialist policy of
‘divide and rule’, which sets
Protestants and Catholics
against each other, is being
continued at a different level
by the killer squads.

Blow

It would be a major blow
against the drive for working-
class unity if the Harland &
Wolff workforce was to become
wholly Protestant.

According to the 1972 Fair
Employment Commission sta-
tistics only 148 of the yard’s
workers were Catholiecs.

This followed events in 1970,
during the first wave of re-
ligious hatred that accompa-
nied this phase of the Irish
revolt against imperialism,
when about 500 Catholic work-
ers were driven from the
shipyard.

At that time, many shop
stewards, acting on an indi-
vidual basis, visited these
workers in their homes attemp-
ting to persuade them to re-
turn, but without being able to
guarantee them their safety.

And this, again, is the most
important question. How does
the trade union movement de-
fend the lives of its members?

Class-conscious workers
know that if the killer gangs are
successful in forcing all Catho-
lics from the shipyard, then
every militant trade unionist
who fights for workers’ unity is
also threatened.

The revulsion at the killing
of Maurice O’ Kane, which
prompted the walk-out by his
fellow workers, is repeated
every time there is a workplace
Killing.

The vast majority of the

Form workers’ defence squads

working class in the north of

Ireland has shown many times
that its wants an end to the
killings and the religious secta-
rianism.

When the trade union lead-
ers organised protests against
the sectarian killings last
November, 100,000 demons-
trated that they wanted to be
involved to stop the barbaric
acts.

Dissipated

But the trade union leaders
dissipated this movement in
pleas for ‘peace’ and prayers
with the church leaders, reac-
tionary Unionist politicians
and, even, Tory ministers.

The IRA and the republican
movement have shown that
they cannot defend the Catholic
working class.

Only workers’ defence mili-
tias, based on the trade union
movement and housing estates,
and organised around a series
of demands that include a fight
against unemployment and
state repression, can effective-
ly stop the loyalist killer gangs.

Bengali in

BY JILL OXLEY

A LEADING Bengali feminist
writer, Taslima Nasreen, has
had to go into hiding in Bang-
ladesh following demonstra-
tions calling for her hanging by
Islamic fundamentalists.

She is supposed to have said
in an interview in a Calcutta
daily, the ‘Statesman’, that the
Koran should be revised thor-
oughly and that it was discrimi-
natory against women. But,

when speaking to the Indian
media, Taslima claimed that
she had been misquoted.

‘I hold the Koran, Vedas,
Bible and all such texts out of
place and out of time,’ she is
purported to have said. ‘They
should be kept in a museum.’

This remark incensed cler-
ics more than the first mis-
quotation. Her supporters say
that she has adequately clar-
ified her comments on the need
for reform of Islamic ‘Shariat’
law in a changing society.

Bangladesh came into exist-

ence in a fight by men and
women for a secular state when
it seceded from Pakistan. The
state’s law has been formally
tolerant towards minority tra-
ditions but now has a clause
banning the expression of senti-
ments offensive to Muslims.
An order for Taslima’s
arrest has been issued and, if
found guilty, she faces impris-
onment for up to two yvears.
This takes place against a
background of increasing ten-
sion over free speech in Bang-
ladesh. Three journalists have

hiding after calls for her hanging

been arrested on charges of
condemning Islamice
fundamentalism.

The ‘Defend Taslima Nas-
reen’ campaign is calling for
support from women's groups,
community organisations and
the trade union movement.
They are asking for letters to
be written to the Bangladeshi
government demanding that
the charges be dropped and
that steps are taken to ensure
Taslima’s safety.

B For details of the campaign

please contact Workers Press.

PARKSIDE pit camp hasn’t
takenlying down its recent evic-
tion by 30 court bailiffs and
about 120 police officers.

Though a steel-and-wire
fence was put up across the en-
trance to Lancashire’s last deep
coal-mine, supporters have re-
established the pit camp across
the road opposite the entrance,
and are now keeping up a
24-hour rota system there.

And on 22 May, 200 suppor-
ters opened the gates and held a
rally, addressed by National
Union of Mineworkers president
Arthur Scargill and Sylvia Pye,
for Lancashire Women Against
Pit Closures (WAPC), which
showed that neither the eviction
order obtained by British Coal
nor the new fence will stop them
fighting against the pit closure.

‘We are determined to phy-

‘They san’t fill in our pit!

sically resist the closure,’ says a
Lancashire WAPC leaflet.

‘British Coal now intends to
continue with the closure pro-
cess, which will involve trans-
porting thousands of tons of
limestone to the pit to be used to
fill in the shaft.

‘When British Coal attempts
to get the stone on site we will
set up a picket line with the
objective of preventing the
stone from entering the pit. We
are asking people to be ready to
come and join us in what we
hope will be a mass picket.’

Lancashire WAPC will give
at least a week’s notice of the
picket to supporters. Anyone
whe can help in any way should
contact Parkside Pit Camp,
Winwick Road, Newton-le-Wil-
lows, WA12 8EA. Tel: 0925
291799.

A concert for Bosnia
at the Royal Academy of Music

14 July at 7.30pm
Marylebone Road,.London NW1

From Bosnia: Vedran Smailovic, cellist;
Zoran Jancic, pianist; Aida Gavrilova,
pianist; Lejla Ibrahimovic, pianist.

Admission: £12: £5 conc.

WORKERS PRESS IS THE PAPER OF THE
WORKERS REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
Please send me information about the WRP

------------------------------------------------

Send to: PO Box 735, London SW8 1YB I
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Vhite eagle in
)etroit

ACK in April, Workers Press ex-
wsed how certain Stalinists and
hers were trying to sabotage
orkers Aid for Bosnia, blocking
pon funds by spreading a fantas-
t story that Workers Aid convoys
dd smuggled ‘tons of arms’ into
psnia (‘A reactionary slander’,
orkers Press editorial, 23 April).
While upholding the Bosnian
ople’s right to defend themsel-
s, Workers Aid has not carried
eapons. Its convoys of food and
edicines have to pass numerous
me-too-friendly checkpoints. Car-
ing anything not on the goods
icuments could endanger a whole
mvoy, and risk comrades’ lives.
Last month the Serb Chetnik
gime in Pale captured seven aid
arkers from the French charity
remier Urgence, falsely accusing
em of smuggling arms. Then
rance’s UN ambassador proposed
mbing ‘any party’ which laun-
ed an offensive near Brcko — a
reat aimed against Bosnian for-
s fighting to eject Serb national-
s, who massacred Muslims
ere. The United Nations High
ymmission for Refugees
NHCR) threatened to withdraw
bm ‘enclaves’ like Tuzla, the
arking-class town that shelters
pusands of refugees from Brcko.
Despite capitalist and Stalinist
stortions and lies, working people
n see what’s happening in Bos-
2, and solidarise with its people
ainst fascist ‘ethnic cleansing’,
@ the UN use of aid control to
Ipose an imperialist carve-up.
Workers Aid for Bosnia has won
pport from many unions, and
iped establish links between
izla miners and the Scottish TUC.
e ‘Morning Star’ has had to print
ters from long-standing suppor-
's rejecting its anti-Bosnian line.
the Transport and General
arkers’ Union (TGWU), the ‘arms
luggling’ story angered convoy
ivers. Officials suspected of pur-
ying the tale withdrew, saying
ey ‘just wanted to separate
manitarian aid from politics’.
There’s something rotten in the
ite of Michigan. It’s D. North’s
ternational Workers Bulletin’,
ich asserted (23 May): ‘Workers
§ has been involved in bringing
ellite communications and other
ategic military equipment into
snia for use by the Izetbegovic
gme and its imperialist backers.
trucks are being operated on the
2s of commercial contracts paid
by European arms dealers and
ers. This is the first time in his-
¥ that a movement claiming to be
iskyist has organised gun-run-
g for the capitalist powers.’
Why the imperialists, whose
l-equipped UN forces dominate
inia’s roads and airports, need
rkers Aid’s second-hand lorries,
sn't explained! Nor why, if
¥ Te backing Bosnia, they main-
3 an arms embargo. Bitterly
acking our call to open the north-
. route to Tuzla, North even
ats the town denied satellite tele-
Eunjcations with the outside
sondemning Cliff Slaughter of
Workers Revolutionary Party
having raised ‘revolutionary
rality’ and human rights, North
sn’'t mention that this was
inst the activities of former
P leader Gerry Healy, expelled
1985 for physical and sexual
s¢ of comrades. Denouncing
Namibian comrades for oppos-
torture, North supports war cri-
als responsible for massacres,
ure and rape camps in Bosnia.
pian cellist Vedran Smailovie,
| played under Chetnik gunfire
arajevo, and has agreed to play
Workers Aid, was warmly re-
ed in Detroit in April. Detroit’s
kers will sweep away North’s
Inik white eagle-droppings.
Charlie Pottins
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A bill calling for minimal
civil rights for disabled
people was wrecked by the
Tory government’s
minister for the disabled,
Nicholas Scott, last month.
BERNARD FRANKS
described in last week’s
Workers Press how
government legislation on
special schools had
wrecked education
opportunities for children
with ‘learning difficulties’.
This week he puts this in
the broader context of the
struggle for disabled rights
as awhole

THE Conservatives’ dirty par-
liamentary tricks campaign to pre-
vent disabled people winning basic
civil rights is central to the Tory
ethos of striking at the poorest and
weakest in society. The Tories do so
to defend the wealth and privileges
of the richest and strongest.

For disabled people today, it is
not so much a question of impro-
ving their lot as one of preventing
a further rapid decline into misery
and want, as their rights to hous-
ing, health care, education, in-
come, mobility and jobs come
actively under siege.

Nearly half of the 6.5 million
people with some form of disability
live in perpetual poverty, deprived
and humiliated by the system
which imposes severe cash limits,
degrading medical tests, a lack of
access and a lack of support
services.

It is the sector where people are
most likely to be low paid or out of
work, having no savings or sup-
plementary pension, and having
benefits as their sole source of in-
come. Families with disabled chil-
dren are on avefage 22 per cent
poorer than average households,
and only 19,000 disabled children

‘Acting for their friends and
associates in industry,
trade and finance, the

Tories reacted against the

“horrifying cost” of a few
ramps and other fixtures, to
be provided in an
unspecified time’

living at home — that is, 5 per cent
of the 380,000 total — have access to
respite services, the temporary
support to give them and their pa-
rents a recuperative break.

In all, 1.6 million people in Bri-
tain — or one in 40 — are classed as
having a severe, permanent phy-
sical and/or mental disability of
some kind. Of these, more than
360,000 are wheelchair users. Many
have more than one disability, and
further complications may arise
from the side-effects of the power-
ful drugs necessary to control a
condition. There is also the added
stress of coping with a disability in
extremely difficult housing cir-
cumstances, and where uncertain-
ty about the future plays a major
part.

Some people have actually been
severely impaired by a ‘cure’: for
example, the thousands of victims
of Thalidomide, the drug given to
pregnant mothers as an ultra-safe
sleeping pill and tranquilliser; and
the 61 people in Britain who died
and the 4,000 seriously damaged as
a result of the anti-arthritis drug,
Opren.

On the other hand, many dis-
abling diseases can be limited,
cured or prevented, and indeed
often are, in the advanced indust-
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The Campaign against Patronage demonstrates at London Weekend Television against the Telethon charity event

rial countries. Polio, TB, peptic
ulcers, malaria and cataracts can
all be contained, and it is eriminal
that eradication programmes have
been slowed or stopped world-wide.

Many other conditions could

- probably be conquered, if research

into them was extended — rheuma-
toid arthritis, strokes, multiple
sclerosis, Parkinson’s disease, and
motor-neuron disease are all cur-
rently left to depend heavily on
charity for funds.

In practice, disability research
is chronically under-funded in
Britain, where just £56 million goes
to this sector, or 77p each a year for
the 6.5 million people afflicted. In
particular, spending on epilepsy
research works out at just 90p a
year for each of the 350,000
sufferers.

Of course many people are born
with severe problems or are irreve-
rsibly injured at work, in the home,
or in sporting and road accidents.
In addition, many infirmities
appear with age, so that 60 per cent
of retired people have a difficulty of
some kind.

This means that in a health dis-
trict of, say, 250,000 people, there

are 1,800 wheelchair users, 11,000
with severe incontinence problems,
2,500 deaf people, 500 with Parkin-
son’s disease, 200 with multiple
sclerosis, 6,000 with rheumatoid
arthritis, and 1,300 who are visually
impaired or totally blind.

Far from finding their rights and
conditions improved in the alleged
era of citizens’ charters and com-
munity care, they find themselves
under increasing attack, particu-
larly in the areas below.

Housing

The sale of council housing has hit
disabled people especially hard,
forcing them increasingly into the
private sector. And where specially
built or adapted dwellings are sold
off, it is one less in the council’s
stock.

Benefits

Income support and the social fund
have badly affected the lives of
disabled claimants. One in three is
unable to afford sufficient food, or
else does so only by going without
heating. True, their condition may

give them priority status, and also
ensure that they receive grants
rather than loans when it comes to
payments. But the social-security
cash limits mean that all suffer
when the money runs out. Also,
disabled people are no exception to
the requirement to track down and
apply for entitlements, rather than
have thern“*:aut::ma::ltic.atll:,r applied.

Jobs

The quota system, which in theory
requires employers of over 20 peo-
ple to ensure that at least 3 per cent
of their workforce are from the
disabled register, is massively
flouted. The ruling was set by par-
liament in 1944, in keeping with the
reforming zeal of the time and in
expectation that vast numbers of
disabled ex-service personnel
would be seeking and expecting
jobs after the war.

The Act was reaffirmed in 1958
but still proved to have serious
loopholes and escape clauses to the
extent that 80 per cent of employers
have avoided compliance. Yet no-
body is prosecuted for breaking the
law.
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Disablement groups say it a dis-
grace that the situation is even
worse in regard to public bodies,
the law having been circumvented
by 73 per cent of government de-
partments, most county councils,
and 336 out of 368 district councils.
As a result, an estimated 100,000
disabled people miss out on public-
sector jobs that they allegedly have
the right to hold. Consequently
many see no point in registering for
work, and others who do so try and
hide their disability, fearing discri-
mination in terms of job prospects,
promotion and pay.

The language of
disablement

Continued use of stigmatising and
patronising language is being chal-
lenged by disabled people. The
terms ‘crippled’, ‘deformed’ and
‘defective’, with their demeaning
and insulting overtones, have been
mainly eliminated. But modern
equivalents such as ‘impaired’,
‘handicapped’, ‘disabled’ and ‘suf-
ferer’ are being closely examined
with a view to finding alternatives
that do not stereotype people as
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victims. Until they actually cease
to be victims, this will be a hard
task.

Special schools

The 1981 Education Act laid the
basis for the systematic closure of
special schools for physically and
mentally handicapped children and
the transfer of their pupils to ‘main-
stream’ schools. The theory behind
this — of an integrated, more natu-
ral life-style for disabled children,
and the benefiting of their unim-

paired counterparts by heightening

their awareness of disability in
society — was used to further
smash up services for the disabled.

The carers’ crisis

The problem for the 6 million car-
ers in Britain, who look after in-
firm, sick and disabled people, both
young and old, is that social ser-
vices strapped for funds give
support only to those who have no
such ‘informal’ support. So com-
munity care is in reality commun-
ity non-care.

The self-perpetuating eroblem

with this is that failure to give help
to carers increases the likelihood
that they in turn will need help all
the sooner with facing their own
health problems — yet owing to
their previously restricted life-
styles they will have no relatives to
care for them.

Defeating the
euthanasia lobby

People with disabilities are some of
the most forthright in opposing the
concept of ‘the right to die’, being
far more concerned with the right
to live decently. Obnoxious
phrases, such as ‘imprisoned in
their bodies’ and reference to death

" as ‘welcome relief’ or a ‘merciful

release’, are condemned as re-
marks out of the pages of the Nazi
justification for mass murder of
disabled people.

In conditions in which judges
and Law Lords can decide on the
switching off of life-support sys-
tems, it needs emphasising that the
dividing line between the right to
die and the right to kill is an ex-
tremely fine one, particularly in a
society where market forces are
the main criterion.

Mobility and
accessibility

In many regions, barely token con-
sideration has been given to the
needs of the disabled to travel and
to enter public buildings, shops,
restaurants, sports stadiums, edu-
cation establishments and work-
places. Even where such premises
have a ramped entry, they make
little internal provision for the
movement of disabled people.

Civil rights

Disabled people need revolutionary
changes, not token reforms, if they
are to improve the quality of their
lives. A vital ingredient is the
direct input of disabled people
themselves, who are rarely repre-
sented, never mind make a major-
ity, on the bodies dealing with
disablement affairs.

Disabled people are increasing-
ly realising that their rights have to
be directly fought for. In the United
States, the 1990 Disability Act made
discrimination on the grounds of
disability a civil rights issue,
matching similar considerations in
regard torace, religion and sex. US
law now requires that all new buses
and trains be modified for wheel-
chair use, that public buildings
have wheelchair access, and that
telephone companies make special
provision for people with speech
and hearing difficulties.

In Australia, meanwhile, a new
law has made discrimination
against disabled people illegal in
any aspect of work, accommoda-
tion, education, club membership,
sport, leisure and public services.
Laws are nothing without enforce-
ment, but in many countries even
basic legislation cannot be
achieved.

In Britain, a severely watered-
down disabled people’s Civil Rights
Bill was talked out and wrecked on
6 and 20 May by Tory MPs such as

Lady Olga Maitland and the minis-
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afalgar Square in 1990. Of disabled

benefit claimants, one in three is unable to afford sufficient food or heating

ter for disabled people himself,
Nicholas Scott.

Acting for their friends and asso-
ciates in industry, trade and fi-
nance, the Tories reacted against
the ‘horrifying cost’ of a few ramps
and other fixtures, to be provided in
an unspecified time — all that was
left of the Bill once Labour had
accepted all the bowdlerising
amendments.

Action now

Increasingly, people with disabili-

ties are making it clear that they do

not want charity or discretionary
handouts — they want rights as
human beings. They are seeking an
end to ‘show-us-your-stumps’ fund-
raising, and in its place some ex-
tremely large doses of positive
diserimination, not to give them
more than others, but to end their
situation as second-class citizens.

The Tories have reacted fearful-
ly to this movement, threatening to
strike blows at the status and funds
of any charity or representative
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body which speaks out and cam-
paigns politically on the plight of
those they act for.

But a new fighting spirit has
arisen among disabled people. In
September 1990, disabled protes-
ters held up traffic in London’s
Oxford Street, causing chaos in the
centre of the capital in protest at
the lack of access to buses and
trains. Large rallies were also held
in Glasgow and London to demand
proper incomes in place of disabil-
ity benefits. The Telethon — a tele-
vision charity-raising junket — was
picketed and invaded by ‘Rights
not Charity’ activists, determined
to present their point of view.

More recently, demonstrations,
pickets and lobbies have been held
in support of the Civil Rights (Dis-
abled Persons) Bill. The battle is
not over. By forging strong links
with the trades unions, pensioner
activists and other community
groups, disabled people can
achieve their rights irrespective of
parliamentary chicanery.
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In many regions barely token consideration has been given to the needs of
the disabled to travel and to enter public buildings and shops
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The
staying
power of
‘Staying
Power’

IT'S just over ten years since
my book ‘Staying Power: The
history of black people in Bri-
tain’ was published. Recently it
was reissued as a ‘Pluto clas-
sic’, but I wasn’t consulted
about the decision to give it that
accolade.

Had I been asked my opinion
I would have demurred. To call
any book less than a generation
old — i.e. less than 30 years old
— a ‘classic’ seems to me a
classic example of publisher’s
hype.

But I gather that in some
feminist publishing circles any
book that has been on sale for
more than a twelvemonth is now
cheerfully boosted as a ‘classic’.
Thus does language deliquesce.

TEN years on, I'’ve been amus-
ing myself by rereading some of
the notices that greeted ‘Staying
Power’ on its first appearance.

There is — or rather, there
used to be — a golden rule that
an author should in no circum-
stances answer hostile reviews.
This rule I scrupulously obser-
ved in 1984; but no doubt that
particular statute of limitation
may be considered to have ex-
pired after ten years.

So readers can now share my
merriment: at the sour forecast
of ‘race relations’ expert
Michael Banton that ‘The influ-
ence of Staying Power will be
greater than might be expected
from its historical contribution’
(‘Times Literary Supplement’,
20 July 1984); at the peevish
misprision of Trevor Phillips,
for whom ‘Regrettably, Mr
Fryer seems to believe that
black lives are only significant
when they are the object of, or
battling against, racism’ (‘The
Times’, 12 May 1984).

But the wooden spoon has to
go to John Vincent, a deservedly
forgotten academic who had
been a bit of a trendy lefty in his
youth but later became notor-
ious for his highly paid and high-
ly reactionary contributions to
the ‘Sun’ newspaper.

Mr Vincent called me ‘a
Marxist of integrity’ — a poison
label within a floral border if
ever there was one — said my
work had to be ‘taken with a
pinch of salt politically’, and
wrote:

‘Mr Fryer’s blacks are
stereotyped. All are paragons.
They live moving and courage-
ous lives, write noble prose, and
sacrifice themselves for their
fellow men. They bear their suf-
ferings without bitterness, im-
prove their minds, and write
autobiographies which are natu-
rally not self-condemnatory.
There are, it appears, no bad
blacks’ (‘Sunday Times’, 16 May
1984).

This sneering paragraph has
to be taken with a whole ton of
salt, politically and otherwise.
There is in fact a black slave-
dealer and pimp on page 20 of
‘Staying Power’; a black mur-
derer and a black burglar on
page 87; a black rapist on page
73: and a black plagiarist on
page 288.

‘Bad blacks’ were clearly
what Mr Vincent was chiefly
interested in, as are others of his
kidney; perhaps these five were
not guite ‘bad’ enough to seize
his attention?

But in fact does ‘Staying
Power’ have a marked political
or ideological bias? A good case
might be made out for saying
that it doesn’t, or at any rate
much less than it ought to have
had.

A writer in ‘New Commun-
ity’ (XII/1, winter 1984-85) called
it only ‘vaguely Marxist in
orientation’ and ‘intrinsically a
radical populist history’, what-
ever that means.

James Walvin, who at first

PERSONAL
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praised ‘Staying Power’ to the
skies, though finding the title
‘hard to understand’ and object-
ing to my use of ‘black’ as a
political term covering Asians
as well as people of African des-
cent (‘Immigrants and Minor-
ities’, IV/1, March 1985), has
lately revived the poison label,
cunningly sandwiching it be-
tween two slabs of praise.

In ‘From the fringes: the
emergence of British black his-
torical studies’, in ‘Essays on
the History of Blacks in Britain:
From Roman Times to the Mid-
Twentieth Century’, edited by
J.S. Gundara and I. Duffield
(Aldershot, Avebury, 1992), Wal-
vin writes:

‘As a compendium of detail
and information on the history
of the Black community, it re-
mains a major achievement; a
source book for any future stu-
dent of the history of the British
Black community. Its ideologic-
al bent and emphasis will not
appeal to everyone. But there is
no doubt that it is now the book
one would recommend to a new-
comer to the field as the place
from which to start a plan of
reading’ (emphasis added).

You have been warned.

Of the favourable comments
made about ‘Staying Power’
over these ten years, none has
given me greater satisfaction
and pride than that of the great
Kenyan novelist, thinker, and
freedom fighter Ngugi wa
Thiong’o, in his book ‘Moving
the Centre: The Struggle for
Cultural Freedoms’ (James
Currey, 1993): |

‘Not least of the significance
of the testimony in Staying
Poweris the fact that the book is
written by a white person; and,
according to him, it was a
chance remark during the 1981
riots which finally led him to
start this massive compilation
of data which finally grew into
such a gripping storjgeof black
people’s presence and their con-
tribution in Britain over so
many years.

‘In other words, it was an act
of resistance to racism by its
bruised recipients which
prompted him to attempt a gen-
eral re-evaluation of the black
presence in Britain.

‘The book itself is, in part, a
record of that resistance and of
the staying power of black peo-
ple. . . . Many brilliant minds
jump out of its pages to illumin-
ate our perception of the history
of Britain and its dialectical link
to that of an Empire now reborn
as neo-colonies. . . .

‘But the real staying power is
that of the struggles of labour,
black labour and other people’s
labour, ordinary men and
women whose names will never
appear in history text-books.’

THE study of British black his-
tory hasn’t stood still in these
past ten years. Much work has
been done, notably by the late
Paul Edwards, on the pre-capit-
alist period, between the third
and 15th centuries AD, when
military and trading activities
brought a trickle of Africans to
end their days in the British
Isles.

But perhaps the most notable
growth area in this field is local
history. This is not an easy area
to work in, for the records of
blacklives often lie buried deep-
er than deep in the archives,
needing laborious research to
bring them to light.

All credit therefore to the
latest of these local historians,
Jim Layton, whose ‘Black Peo-
ple in Warwickshire’'s Past:
part one, 1600-1914’ (Leaming-
ton Spa, Educational Develop-
ment Service, 1994) is in all
respects a model of how such
work should be undertaken and
presented.

Pettr

Television

A poet of the medium

‘THE TRUTH is that we need to
be mortal, we need to die.’ A
startlingly relaxed conclusion
for someone who has recently
been told that his illness is ter-
minal, and that he has only a
matter of weeks to live.

Dennis Potter, the television
playwright who died of cancer
on Tuesday 7 June, said in a last
interview he gave (recorded in
early April and re-transmitted
by Channel 4 two days after his
death) that he would be satisfied
if he managed to finish the plays
he was working on before it was,
as he put it, ‘Goodnight Vienna’.

Potter’s last interview —
astonishingly optimistic, given
his situation — provided him
with the opportunity to say ev-
erything hitherto unsaid. Ideas
and anecdotes fumbled out one
after the other, scarcely allow-
ing interviewer Melvyn Bragg
to get a word in edgeways,
which was no bad thing.

Vivid

It was a vivid contrast to the
rather diffident Potter speaking
about his work in interviews
during the 1970s, clips from
which were shown in a fascinat-
ing tribute to the playwright on
BBC2 on the evening of his
death.

Potter was passionately
committed to television right
from the start. ‘I saw it as a
medium that could help emanci-
pate us from a class-ridden cul-
ture.” It was democratic, he
thought, in the sense that it was
widely available: and it was re-
volutionary because it allowed
much more sophisticated
technical effects than any other
art form. ‘Switchon . . . Tune in
... And grow’ is how Potter saw
the potential of television in its
early decades.

Review by Hilary Horrocks

There must be thousands
who remember the impact in
the 1960s of the new television
playwrights, of whom Potter
was one. Here were people giv-
ing articulate voice to your con-
fused intuitions about what was
wrong with our society. They
must surely have played a large
part in the politicisation of
many young people at the time.

‘The 1960s and 1970s were
probably the most democratic
period of writing for TV’, com-
mented Alan Plater, himself
one of the young playwrights
who were given their head dur-
ing this period — with more
confidence, perhaps, than the
BBC has ever mustered since.

Potter’s early work for TV
was documentary — about the
mining community in the Forest
of Dean where he grew up— and
then fictional, but very much
based on his own experiences.
The Nigel Barton plays, acted in
a way that now seems terribly
overdone, drew on Potter’s feel-
ings of estrangement both from
his working-class background
and from the privileged en-
vironment at Oxford university,
to which he won a scholarship.

Soon Potter began to realise
how suited the medium of TV
was for portraying the inner-
most thoughts and fantasies of
his characters. He wanted, he
said, to portray their ‘darkest
secrets’. This new direction
coincided with the onset of the
disease psoriatic arthropathy,
which was to dog the writer for
the rest of his life, often render-
ing him house-bound and even
bed-bound. (‘You’'d think it
would lay off now, wouldn’t
you?’ Potter joked during his
last interview.)

The ‘darkest secrets’ were of
course also the darkest secrets
of society, and their exposure in
a popular medium evoked a ter-
rified response from the BBC
bosses and the predictable
hypocritical outrage from the
tabloids, who dubbed Potter
‘Dirty Den’ (‘The Sun’) and
“TV’s Mr Filth’ (‘News of the
World’).

In 1976 BBC director-general

Potter: darkest secrets

Alastair Milne banned Potter’s
drama °‘Brimstone and Trea-
cle’, about the rape of a disabled
girl by a mysterious stranger
who has charmed his way into
her parents’ house. In contrast,
fellow writer Trevor Griffith’'s
reaction to the play was: ‘He
was so offensive, you just wan-
ted to cheer.’

Throughout his life, Potter
was utterly scathing about the
management of the British
media. For him television was

about discovering something
you didn’t know, and maximis-
ing an audience was the anti-
thesis of that.

In his last interview Potter
confided that he had christened
the malignant growth in his pan-
creas ‘Rupert’ as a fitting way
of expressing his contempt for
media tycoon Rupert Murdoch.
He fantasised to Bragg about
the deeds his imminent death
might give him the freedom to
perform, saying of Murdoch ‘I'd
shoot the bugger if I could’.

- Indulged

I suspect, though, that the
‘democratic medium’ probably
had its revenge on the ‘out-
rageous’ Potter towards the end
of his career. Germaine Greer
in the BBC tribute correctly
identified Potter’s 1989 series
‘Blackeyes’ as the point when
things began to go wrong, the
point at which he began to be too
much indulged by the medium
he hitherto challenged.

‘He was a poet of the
medium, and not a strategist’,
said Greer. And Potter himself
conceded to Bragg that, in seek-
ing with ‘Blackeyes’ to accu-
rately portray the alienation of
women in a male-dominated
society, he had created a piece
which was itself alienating.

That is why it will be
tremendously interesting to see
his posthumous works, the two
plays ‘Karaoke’ and ‘Cold
Lazarus’. Potter, with opportu-
nistic flair, took advantage of
his last interview to appeal to
TV bosses Michael Grade
(Channel 4) and Alan Yentob
(BBC2) to collaborate on a joint
transmission.

Even they, in the circum-
stances, could hardly do
otherwise.

Thursday 23 June TRUE
STORIES: ‘Silverlake Life —
The View From Here’. A repeat
opportunity to see Tom Joslin’s
award-winning study of what
life with AIDS means. Joslin’s
powerful video diary records
the slow death from AIDS of
both himself and his lover of 22
years, Mark Massi. By prior
agreement the work was com-
pleted after their deaths by
friend and former student
Peter Friedman (9.30pm, Chan-
nel 4). FOURMATIONS. ‘Love
in the Cold’. One of the two
films being shown tonight in
this season of animation is
‘George and Rosemary’; Ali-
son Snowden and David Fine’s
whimsical and hilarious ro-
mantic comedy about two
senior citizens who sit behind
suburban net curtains fantasis-
ing about each other and trying
to pluck up courage to make the
first move (11.30pm, Channel
4).

Programme guide

T
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Friday 24 June ‘4 Goes to Glas-
tonbury’. The start of an eight-
programme schedule over the
three days of this annual music
festival (3.50pm, Channel 4).

Selected films

THE BEST YEARS OF OUR
LIVES (1946). William Wyler’s

Great thinkers . . . Paul Newman hustles, Sunday on

classic about three returning
World War II veterans trying
to re-adjust to civilian life.
With Frederick March, Dana
Andrews and Myrna Loy (Sun-
day, 1.15pm, Channel 4). THE
HUSTLER (1961). Young pool
shark Paul Newman chal-
lenges champion Jackie
Gleason (aka Minnesota

C4; and George fantasises, Thursday on C4

Fats). Written and directed by
Robert Rossen (Sunday,
11.30pm, Channel 4). BROAD-
WAY DANNY ROSE (1984).
Woody Allen as a theatrical
agent with a collection of some
of the most bizarre clients in
New York (Friday, 12.15am,
BBC2).

JJ

US army sprayed Minnesota

THE US army sprayed toxic
chemicals throughout Minne-
sota during the winter and sum-
mer of 1953 as part of its
biological warfare-testing
programme.

On a local TV station, ‘News-
night Minnesota’ reporter
Melody Gilbert last week un-
covered the story about the US
army’s experimental testing of
toxic chemicals on unknowing
citizens of the Twin Cities, in-
cluding school children, from
January to March 1953.

Gilbert discovered that be-
tween 21 August and 18 Septem-
ber of that year the army
sprayed zinc cadmium sulphide
a total of 39 times: 12 times in

downtown Minneapolis, 13
times near Clinton School in
south Minneapolis, and eight
times over the city as a whole.

In Rosemount, Minnesota,
during September and October
1953 an army plane sprayed 850
pounds of zinc cadmium sul-
phide mixture in the area of
Jensen Field.

Reports

The army sprayed 21 times
during that time over a four-
mile area, according to official
reports.

Gilbert reports that the army
carried out similar activities at
the Chippewa National Forest

with toxic war-chemicals

from January to August 1964,
although no details are as yet
available about these tests.

Senator Paul Wellstone said
he feared that these incidents
were ‘just the tip of the iceberg’
and demanded that the US de-
fence department turn over all
documents detailing where it
sprayed and what it knows
about the environmental effects
of -zinc cadmium sulphide on
people, the soil and the air.

Wellstone said that since the
initial report exposing the US
army’s’ activities he had re-
ceived a large number of calls
from outraged residents, includ-
ing some who may themselves
have been victims.

US toxic spraying in Vietna
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WOrkers Aid for Bosnia

Humty not enough

Humanitarian aid has
been used throughout
the war against
multi-ethnic Bosnia.
TOMBATTERSBY, who
has been to Tuzla on
two Workers Aid for
Bosnia convoys,
reports

GUNS and bombs are not the
only weapons being used in the
attempt to destroy the multi-
cultural community in Bosnia.
In a starving, desperate country
the distribution or non-distribu-
tion of aid is an equally powerful
tool.

In the Tuzla region, three
large agencies pursue policies
which serve to increase the divi-
sions which are fuelling the war.

The United Nations is the
grandest of the group. Only re-
fugees, via the UN High Com-
mission for Refugees, receive
food from their supposed pro-
tectors. Those not fortunate
enough to have suffered milit-
ary defeat and ethnic cleansing
get nothing.

The logic of starvation dic-
tates that people are better off
cleansing themselves and head-
ing for the nearest camp. Local
people are penalised for defend-
ing their homes.

Two religious organisations,
Caritas and Merhamet, pursue
similar ends, though more
covertly. In theory both work
closely with the Logistic Centre
in Tuzla, a local government
department.

Again in theory, this means
equitable distribution to all
citizens regardless of race or
creed and using all available
collection points and vehicles.
This amicable pooling of resour-
ces sounded excellent.

We became a ftrifle suspi-
cious of all this friendship,
however, when I and several
other convoy members wit-
nessed an argument between
the chief of the Logistic Centre
and a local leader of Merhamet,
the Muslim relief agency.

It concerned the ownership
of a truck load of aid. Merhamet
threatened legal action as deliv-
ery had been to the centre and

Humanitarian aid from the UNHCR and religious groups can reinforce division in Bosnia

not to the agency’s warehouse.

It seemed odd that such good
friends would fight so. After all,
they would’ve given the aid to the
same people anyway. After
asking around, a less rosy picture
of the activities of Merhamet and
its Catholic equivalent, Caritas,
emerged. These agencies give
aid preferentially to Catholics
and Muslims respectively.

For example, a Croatian
family living on the outskirts of

Tuzla told me that their house
had never been blessed by a
priest. They were not on the
Caritas register and they were
rejected when they went to
‘their’ church for aid.

Having witnessed the de-
sperate situation it is not diffi-
cult to imagine a long queue for
the priest’s services.

Merhamet is not to be out-
done and Tuzla’s first
fundamentalist school has been

opened. This comes against a
background of an increased Ira-
nian presence in Bosnia. Both
the Croatian regime and the
Bosnian regime sanction it and
seek growing ({tripartite
relations.

This rapprochement culmin-
ated in what Bosnian President
Izetbegovic called ‘certain
deals’ of a military and econo-
mic nature being signed in
Tehran.

Lessons on anti-fascism and east London

This is an edited version of an article by PHIL
EDWARDS, originally in ‘Chalkface’, journal of
rank—and-flle teachers in the NUT

MANY teachers were active in
different ways during the run-
up to the May local elections in
various parts of east London.

The Isle of Dogs in particular
was the focus of much activity
following British National
Party (BNP) member Derek
Beackon’s election in Tower
Hamlets’ Millwall ward last
October, by the narrow margin
of seven votes over Labour.

Although media attention
has recently been focused on the
- European elections, which fas-
cists throughout the continent
have contested, it is important
- to look at the implications of the
May results, particularly on the
Isle of Dogs.

National Front and BNP can-
didatures in the recent Newham
and Barking by-elections are
also worth noting. In all the
target areas for the fascists,
working-class voters are deeply
disillusioned with the incum-
bent administrations.

The direct anti-Nazi cam-

paign suffered from a lack of
clarity. Neither the Newham
Monitoring Project nor the public
services union Unison, which
published a leaflet attacking the
fascists, called for a Labour vote.
Whilst establishing a clear
critique of the Labour Party is
important, in the absence of in-
dependent working-class candi-
dates they are the people to sup-
port against Beackon and Co.

Premature

The Labour party did regain
the ground it lost in previous
elections — ousting both Beack-
on and the Liberal Democrats.
The celebrations are, however,
premature.

In one ward the BNP came in
only 64 votes behind the Tory
candidate. Meanwhile the
Tories’ platform on housing was

openly rascist — claiming as
they did that illegal refugees
were being housed before good
British whites.

Whilst the most anti-racist
groups celebrated victory, Shah
Mohammed Ruhul Alam was
lying seriously injured in hospit-
al after being attacked, stabbed
and almost killed by a ten-
strong gang of fascists.

The BNP’s vote on the Isle of
Dogs stands at around 5,000 in
all wards contested. Although
defeated, Beackon’s vote rose
significantly from 1,480 to 2,041.

The Anti-Nazi League’s re-
sponse is to declare the threat
dead and concentrate on ousting
the Tories at national level.

" They fail to address the still
very real fascist threat. They
also fail to notice that the last
Labour administration in the
area was ousted because of a

failure to deal with the housing
problem. Labour is back, in-
heriting an even bigger problem
that it is even less able to cope

with. The incoming councillors

have promised to overturn Lib-
Dem imposed cuts, which
threaten to reduce essential
council support staff.

Promised

They have promised not to
pay for this through redundan-
cies. They are committed to
1,000 new homes over four years
(a start, but only a start).

There will be a TUC-organ-
ised meeting on 4 July on the
Isle of Dogs. This will be
addressed by the new head of
the housing committee.

This opportunity to discover |

how Labour intends to turn
vague campaign promises into

reality should be the beginning
of a discussion on how to elimin-
ate the fascists properly. This is
no time to celebrate.

Performance-
related pay
needed for
accountants?

IF YOU cast your mind back
you will recall that Asil Nadir
did a bunk when investigated

for fraud over the failure of the
pl"ﬂ—l"li.' TJME fsd o o b Eal

| 8 Jrapeenpeape N

the famous watch to Nadir from
Tory minister Michael Mates?
Remember how he ended up in
Turkish North Cyprus?

So far, from the £1.5 billion
which Polly Peck was worth on
the Stock Exchange, only £1.7
million has been recovered.
However the recovery of that
money has cost £33 million.

The administrators, Coopers
&: Lyhrand and Touche Ress

estimates that they would only
recover between 3.7 and 12.5
pence per pound of debt. How-
ever, whether there will be any-
thing left after the accountants
have had their slice of the cake
is questionable.

Is this a case for perform-
ance-related pay?

Smelling a rat?
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job as chief executive of Laura |

Ashley after a boardroom row. |

He was paid £399,000 up to 29
January, under a two-year roll-
ing contract.

He is now expected to get
about £800,000 compensation for
loss of job, plus £400,000 later
this year as a pension. Human
resources director of the same
company since 1992, Denise Lin-

coln is also to leave and will be ||
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Inflation
and
wages

WHILE Tony Blair and the
other would-be leaders of the
Labour Party blather on about
the need for a ‘hi-tech, high
wage economy’, the employers
are singing a quite different
tune. They are calling for wage
cuts to combat the renewed
threat of inflation.

The sharp collapse in bond
prices across Europe immedi-
ately following the declaration
of the European election results
underlined the growing fear of
inflation on the part of the bank-
ers and big business chiefs
throughout the European
Union.

Big institutional investors
are specifically worried that in
those countries where the gov-
ernment suffered big losses —
such as Britain or France —
there could be the temptation to
pursue expansionary policies to
court electoral popularity.

The German bond market
was particularly badly hit last
week after news of rising pro-
ducer prices for the second
month running.

In Britain a sharp accelera-
tion in the money supply last
month has ruled out hopes of
interest rate cuts and made
more likely a tightening of the
money supply to try and check
a new inflationary surge.

Banknotes and coins circu-
lating in the economy (the so-
called M0) rose by over 7 per
cent during the past year,
against the government target
of 0-4 per cent. Over the last six
months the supply has risen by
9.2 per cent. The Bank of Eng-
land said it was disturbed by
these trends.

Inflation fears have been
further fuelled by the results of
the latest survey from the Char-
tered Institute of Purchasing
and Supply showing that raw
material shortages and capac-
ity constraints are again driving
up prices in the manufacturing
sector.

The leaders of the Confeder-
ation of British Industry last
week warned that greater pro-
ductivity gains in rival Euro-
pean economies had wiped out
the advantage for British expor-
ters gained from the devalua-
tion of sterling two years ago.

Devaluation, by lowering ex-
port prices and simultaneously
raising import prices, normally
gives an advantage to expor-
ters.

It is clear that that the enfor-
ced exit from the European
Monetary System and the de-
valuation of the pound brought
only a short respite for Britain.

A survey by Trade Indemni-
ty last week revealed that over
eight out of ten exporters are
struggling to compete in world
markets.

CBI chief Howard Davies, a
man much favoured in TUC cir-
cles, last week said:

‘In spite of our sizeable de-
valuation in 1992, we can no
longer say that across the board
we have a significant cost
advantage.

‘Our low wage costs are
offset by — in Germany — high-
er labour productivity arising
from greater investment.’

The bosses’ answer was pre-
dictable. Sir Bryan Nicholson,
CBI president, said in a speech
to businessmen in the west
Midlands:

‘It is critical that we hold the
line on labour costs. This is our
clear responsibility as em-
ployers.’

More City

'scandal

SEVERAL of the City’'s top
firms have come under fire in
the long overdue report from
the trade department (DTI) into

N e

monwealth (BC), a financial-
services group once rated by the
market as worth £2 billion.

Among the firms heavily cri-
ticised for their role in BC’s
collapse are the merchant bank
MN Rothschild; BZW, the in-
vestment arm of Barclays
bank; and, Spicer and Pegler,
the accountants now owned by
Touche Ross.

The collapse of BC followed
its purchase of Atlantic Compu-
ters in the 1980s.

Two of BC’s directors are
criticised for not warning the
board about the parlous state of
Atlantic’s finances, which made
BC’s published accounts for 1988
and 1989 highly misleading.

When the black hole at the
centre of Atlantic’s finances
was discovered, confidence in
BC evaporated and it was put
into administration along with
Atlantic.

The DTI report says that
from the start Atlantic’s finan-
cial arrangements were highly
suspect. The company, first
floated in 1983 with the backing
of Rothschild and Spicer, was in
effect a scam from day one.

It seems that throughout its
life, its accounts were highly
suspect and that it may never
have made a penny profit in its
entire existence, even though it
claimed profits of nearly £40
million in 1987 alone.

As usual the lawyers are
having a highly profitable field
day out of the writs now flying
around. There is hardly a lead-
ing law firm in London not invol-
ved in a plethora of legal actions
following BC’s collapse.

The administrator, Ernst &
Young, itself has issued a £1
billion writ against BZW alleg-
ing it gave negligent advice.
Writs to the tune of a further £1
billion are out against six of
BC’s former directors.

World
Cup

FROM the financial point of
view the World Cup, which has
just kicked off, bids fair to be
the biggest turkey in sporting
history. Despite huge sums
spent on publicity most Amer-
icans appear to be unaware that
the event is taking place.

According to pollsters of
those that do know about the
Cup, very few intend to watch
the matches. Most Americans
find football boring and ‘slow
scoring’. More important adver-
tisers don’t like it because, un-
like basketball, baseball and
American football, it has few
‘natural breaks’ where firms
can plug their wares.

Despite this, leading com-
panies such as Coca-Cola and
McDonald’s have paid up to
$19m each for the privilege of
having their logos displayed on
boards at all nine stadiums
where the games are being
staged. A further 300 companies
have paid up to $3 million each
for the right to stamp the World
Cup logo on their products.

Itis these smaller companies
that face big losses if the World
Cup*fails to take off.

‘Recovery’
hiccup

WHILE the government is de-
sperately seeking to hype news
of the feeble economic ‘recov-
ery’, the CBI has come in with a
report which shows that sales
volumes in the year up to May
were less than retailers
expected.

A month ago the CBI repor-
ted that there were 22 per cent
more retailers reporting in-
creases than decreases. Now
this figure has dropped to 12 per
cent. One other thing looming is
that it may be some time before
the full impact of April’s tax
increase will be felt.

Despite this, the CBI de-
clared in its report that the ‘re-
covery’ in the high street was
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KAZAKH MINERS FIGHT

FOR RIGHT TO STRIKE

TWO THOUSAND miners in Kazakhstan, struggling
for the right to strike, have appealed to trade union
organisations throughout the world for financial

help.

‘From the history of the international working-class
movement we know that trade union solidarity is an appre-
ciable force’, says the appeal signed by Gennady Ozorovs-
ky, chair of the Independent Miners’ Union of Kazakhstan.

‘We trust in the victory of the
struggle we have begun, a vic-
tory which your support will
help to bring nearer.’

As reported in Workers
Press last week, the strike that
started on 18 May for better pay
and working conditions was on 3
June declared illegal by a court
— even though the union, unlike
the administration of the Kara-
gandacoal industrial associa-
tion, had followed the labour
disputes procedure to the letter.

Even before the judges’ deci-
sion, mine managers began to
take illegal measures against
miners who had gone on strike.

Dismissed

At the Malkudukskaya mine
15 members of the IMU were
dismissed: these dismissals
were in breach of legislation
and were carried out before the
judges’ ruling that the strike
was illegal. At the Karagandins-
kaya mine four IMU members
were dismissed.

At many other mines, man-
agement verbally threatened to

sack strikers. So it is quite likely
that there will be further dis-

BY FRED POTTER

missals. Making it clear that the
IMU has not accepted the
judges’ decision that the strike
is illegal, Gennady Ozorovsky’s
letter adds: ‘We are preparing
an appeal in the Kazakhstan
Supreme Court. We are taking
court action to demand the rein-
statement of the dismissed
members of the IMU.

‘In defiance of the republic’s
laws, the area administration
has denied leaders of the IMU
the opportunity to use the mass
media to address the public, and
members of the IMU itself,
about the judges’ decision and
our response to it.’

The strikers are already in
serious difficulty. Miners’ earn-
ings are on average $30-40 per
month — but they are not paid in
full or on time.

Moreover the strikers will
not be paid for the days they
were on strike, between 18 May
and 6 June. They have also lost
bonuses totalling about half of
their pay, and other additional
benefits. Their family budgets
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are seriously affected.

The IMU is asking trade
union organisations for finan-
cial help for these men, and also
for financial support for those
whom the administration has
illegally sacked for taking part
in the strike.

The IMU asks to be informed
about any decisions taken to
give material support.

Donations should be sent to:
Settlement Account 695960 at
Kredsocbank of Karaganda,
MFQO 191801513, Index 470055,
Kazakhstan.

Any document authorising
the transfer of money should
indicate that it is a ‘Charitable
Contribution for Authorised
Activity’ (in Russian Blagotvor-
itel’niy vznos na ustavnuyu
deyatel’nost), otherwise half the
money will be removed for
taxes.

Expressions of support iIn
telegrams and faxes were very
much appreciated by the strik-
ers. You may directly send mes-

sages to the Kazakhstan IMU
(fax number 7-3212-577293), and
also, to urge a settlement of
strikers demands and reinstate-
ment of dismissed workers, to
the president of Kazakhstan,
Nursultan Nazarbayev (fax
numbers 7-3272-626544 and
7-3272-637633) and the general
director of Karagandacoal, Gri-
gori Present (fax numbers
7-3212-580795 and 7-3212-592466).

Pressure

To bring pressure to bear on
the government of Kazakhstan,
for infringing the international
laws covering the rights of
trades unions and hired work-
ers, the Kazakhstan IMU also
suggests protests to the Admi-
nistrative Council of the Inter-
national Labour Office (CH-
1211, Geneva 22, Switzerland).

Workers Press would also
appreciate being informed of
any expressions of solidarity at
fax number 071-582 8834.

Dave Temple writes:

letter reported on this page.

comrades’ appeal.

An appeal we

must support

Leading WRP member and former north-east miner

MINERS in Kazakhstan, in the former USSR, are in a bitter
dispute over wages and conditions.

Several British trade union organisations sent messages of
support to the Kazakh miners and in response we received the

This correspondence has come to me because | travelled to
the mining town of Paviograd, Ukraine, in 1991, as a representa-
tive of the National Union of Mineworkers (North East Area), to
express support for the Soviet miners.

| ask all workers’ organisations to respond to our Kazakh

Please contact me (c/o Trade Union Printing Services, 30
Lime Street, Newcastle) if you need more information.

Hi-tech boost
to BiH army

A SURPRISE addition to the
Bosnia Third Army Corps has
come with the apparent defec-
tion of two Russian officers pilot-
ing a Russian Mil7 helicopter.

The helicopter, which landed
in Zenica in Bosnian-controlled
territory, is the most advanced
piece of military hardware the
Bosnian army now has.

The defection from Serb
lines has raised a number of
questions. The helicopter came
in painted in civilian colours
with the Serb red, blue and
white emblem painted near the
tail rotor.

‘The Times’' (14 June) repor-
ted: ‘A Bosnian military police-
man who had seen the pilots
afterwards said that at first the
Mil7 had Russian markings, but
they had since been sprayed

out.’
Role

So what was the role of the
Russian pilots in the Serb
forces?

While the Third Corps com-
mand denied all knowledge of
the arrival of the helicopter and
the Russian pilots, one officer
remarked: ‘They are honour-
able men, the pilots, and have
been accepted as friends. We

need more like them. They will
not stay with us as mercenaries
and it does not matter what they
did before. It is the technology
we need.’

The helicopter has been
flown round Zenica on a number
of occasions since Wednesday 8
June. It has two bullet impacts
on its fuselage.

Weapons

Local sources suggest the
helicopter may have been car-
rying more people than the
pilots. Some refer to spare parts
for other Bosnian Mi8 helicop-
ters and other weapons.

Insiders say the helicopter
left Serb Chetnik-held Mount
Vlasic, west of Travnik. It spent
a considerable amount of time
circling Zenica before landing,
possibly negotiating terms. The
Bosnian government has re-
mained silent on the defection.

“The Times’ reports one Bos-
nian officer as saying, after the
defection: ‘If someone attacks
you with a hammer, then who is
your aggressor, the man or the
hammer? The Serbs are a ham-
mer for us. Maybe we don’t
have such a problem with the
Russians. Maybe it is the West
who is our real enemy.’

The great powers refuse to allow refugees to return home

Boshia ceasefire broken

THE one-month ceasefire in
Bosnia, agreed at Geneva on 8
June, was broken when Serb
Chetnik guns fired on Brcko.

Serb Chetnik leaders had
called for a six-month ceasefire
in order to consolidate their con-
trol over 70 per cent of Bosnia.
With such terms it is no surprise
it was rejected by the Bosnian
leadership.

The so-called ‘contact
group’, of US, Russian and
European Union foreign minis-
ters, met in Istanbul to draw up
a map carving up Bosnia — 51
per cent for the Bosnia/Croa-
tian federation and 49 per cent
for the Chetniks. Moscow press-
ed for the lifting of sanctions on
Serbia at the meeting.

The US was considering
‘punitive action against the war-
ring factions’ if the deal was
rejected. This included lifting
sanctions on Serbia if the Bos-
nian leadership refused to sign.

Bosnian calls for ‘grey zones’

— areas currently ethnically
cleansed where expelled Bos-
nian and Croats could return to
their homes — were rejected by
the ‘contact group’.

The United Nations was to
step up its ‘monitoring’ with the
intention of establishing ‘better
liaison with Bosnian Serb forces
in particular’.

The ‘contact group’ wanted
military observers to get into
hitherto inaccessible areas —
especially in northern central
Bosnia (Brcko) where the UN
has none.

At Bihac, not covered by the
ceasefire, the Bosnian army
had recaptured Krakace and
other villages from the forces of
the black-marketeer Fikret
Abdic who broke away from
Bosnia to establish his own rela-
tions with the Serb forces.

Abdic became a millionaire
with the help of French UN
{roops who ferried in his goods
in UN trucks.

From Namibia to South Africa

FIFTY people in Cape Town
came to hear about the situation
in Namibia following the elec-
tions that led to that country’s
so-called independence but
which have not resulted in bet-
ter conditions for working-class
people and rural workers.

The meeting, organised by
the Workers International to
Rebuild the Fourth Internation-
al (South Africa), was addressed
by Hewat Beukes, Namibian
member of the Workers Inter-
national’s executive committee.

Beukes drew the lessons of
the experience of Namibian ‘in-
dependence’ for the working
people of South Africa and

spoke of the pressing need to
build a revolutionary party of
the working class in southern
Africa. The audience came
from a wide range of ages and
social background.

South Africa
election fund

AS REPORTED in the last few
weeks we have been asked to
continue the fund started when
our comrades in the Workers
International to Rebuild the
Fourth International (South
Africa) stood in provincial elec-
tions in Natal and the Western

Cape. In all they received more
than 5,000 votes.

One letter we have received
from a comrade in Durban
says:

‘Thanks for your generous
and moral support during and
after the elections.

‘Without your support we
couldn’t get where we are now
in Durban. Several active new
comrades have come forward to
join our organisation. That is
very challenging to us. We need
to meet these challenges. :

‘In order to meet this crucial
task we still appeal to you to
give us more support until we
become self-sufficient mate-

rially. More specifically we
need to obtain some equipment
and operating material for the
office. In particular, we require
desks, chairs, filing cabinets, a
computer and printer and/or a
word-processor, a fax machine
and a photocopier.

‘We have conducted a survey
of what it would cost to furnish
the office with used equipment
— we need at least R2,000 to get
the office operational!’

With an appeal like that, do
we need to say more?

Please rush your money to us
payable to the ‘Workers Inter-
national’, PO Box 735, London
SWS8 1YB.
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