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movement. They were warmly received when they peformed under the Royal County

Bosnian musicians and wOrkers Aid for Bosnia supporters marched on the annual Durham Miners Gala along with other
hotel balcony where guests of the North East area National Union of Mineworkers listen to the bands — see page 3.
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Water rats

WE ALL need water: to quench our thirst, to
boil an egg, to clean our teeth, to wash our
bodies and our clothes, and for 101 other
purposes. Water, like air, is one of life’'s basic
necessities.

At the end of 1989 the water industry in England
and Wales was privatised. Ten new water com-
panies and their operating subsidiaries — water
service companies — replaced the nine regional
water authorities in England and the Welsh Water
Authority. Of the 99 per cent of the population of
England and Wales who are connected to a public
water supply, 75 per cent are supplied by the new
companies (the rest are supplied by companies
which were already in the private sector).

Since privatisation, reported the National Con-
sumer Council this week, household water bills
have soared by an average of 67 per cent.
Customers have paid £2 billion more than they
would have paid had charges kept in line with
inflation.

The increases have hit low-income households
most savagely of all. A household on income
support, it is calculated, will spend 3.2 per cent of
its disposable income on water this year, as against
2.5 per cent in 1989.

Take the area where charges are highest, south-
west England. Here the average water bill grabs 4.9
per cent of the income of a household of two adults
and two children; 7.6 per cent of the income of a
single parent and child; and a swingeing 9.1 per
cent of a single pensioner’'s income.

Says the report: ‘These figures represent a
substantial financial strain on households that are
least able to afford price increases for essential
services.’

St e SR G

WHERE have these colossal amounts of money
gone? On much-needed investment, perfiaps,
‘to clean up our far from wholesome water
supply and meet European standards of water
quality?

Not a bit of it. The National Consumer Council
says that the customers have paid for most of such
investment as there has been.

Privatisation was supposed to free the com-
panies to raise money for investment on the finan-
cial markets, but it turns out that comparatively little
has been raised in that way.

The companies have simply enjoyed a huge
profits bonanza. Their aggregate operating profits
have soared from £1,088.3 million in 1989-90 to
£1,869.5 million in 1992-93. This was a rise of 20
per cent a year between those dates, and a rise
in profit margins from 28.7 per cent to 35.6 per
cent.

The industry’s share value is now around £13
billion, as against £5.2 billion in 1989. And, over the
five-year period, gross dividend payments to share-
holders shot up by about 63 per cent a year.

R TR TR

THIS is a major public scandal. There is only
one word to describe people who are in a
position to corner a basic necessity of life, and
who choose to profiteer from it with such
cynicism. They are rats.

Two other things need emphasis. By refusing to
make the renationalisation of the water industry a
basic plank in their programme, the leaders of the
Labour Party are turning their backs, once again,
on fundamental socialist principles.

What contempt the pioneers of socialism would
have had for these gentry, who won't lift a finger to
ease the plight of the old age pensioner who dreads
the coming of the water bill that he or she knows
will eat up nearly 10p of every £1 of his or her
pension.

Lastly, the workers of eastern Europe should
note this example of privatisation in practice. There
is a serious lesson here for them, and they would
do well to take heed of it.

Letters

The feeling
behind the
Durham gala

LAST week’s 110th miners’ gala
in Durham — the Big Meeting —
will certainly not be the last if
the strength, feeling and deter-
mination of everyone there was
anything to go by.

Miners, ex-miners, their
children, their families, and the
trade union movement came out
in their thousands to support
one of the great rallies of the
North East. No way were they
going to let the Tories defeat
this great tradition.

The miners, with backs stiff
and heads held high, carried
their banners with pride as they
marched through the city centre
to the racecourse ground, each
banner accompanied by a brass
or pipe band.

The usual array of dignator-
ies — the mayor, trade union
leaders and Labour MPs —
were on the Royal County
Hotel’s balcony to greet them as
they passed, while each band
played at least two tunes, to the
enjoyment of the waiting
crowds. John Prescott was
there, no doubt seeking support
in his fight for the Labour Party
leadership contest.

If ever there was a political
message in last week's event, it
was that the miners and the
working class are not defeated.
As the saying goes: ‘There’s life
in the old dog yet.’

This gala must not be
allowed to die.

Alan Clark
London SE18

Anguish of
a human
tragedy

FURTHER to your article
‘Drunks in the boardroom?’
(Workers Press, 25 June), I
would like to tell you about my
35-year-old son, Robert, who
was sacked in May after 12
years’ service.

He was taken on as a bus
driver in 1981 by the company
which owns all the buses, trams
and underground trains in Brus-
sels. Two years ago he had an
accident at home. He fell
through an aquarium, cutting
his leg down to the bone. After a
month he returned to work, but
he could not drive again.

Instead he was transferred
to the underground. Confined to
a cage, he sold tickets and gave
advice to passengers. After six
months he hated this job so
much he began to drink, think-
ing it would make him feel a
little better.

In May he had a problem
with a passenger, and suddenly
had a nervous breakdown. Con-
sidering my son’s behaviour
scandalous, the company sack-
ed him immediately.

They sent him a letter

terminating his contract, and
sent the dole a letter stamped
‘Found drunk at work’. That en-
sured he would receive no dole
for months, if ever.

This is a catastrophe for him
and his family, knowing the dif-
ficulties in finding other work.
There are around 1 million
unemployed workers 1in
Belgium!

Yet I remember the mana-
gers of the company where I
worked always had bottles of
alcohol in their office, ‘to offer a
glass to visitors, agents, pur-
chasers and so on’.

It is allowed for them! Yet
they say to workers: ‘Do not
drink at work, however bad
your conditions, or you will be
punished! Your rights will be
cut and your family plunged
into poverty!’

It is easy to understand that
the terrible conditions faced by
workers can drive some of
them to drink, but they should
know the dangers of drinking
at work.

Seeing my son without work
makes me sick and anguished.
It is a human disaster.

Marie-Jeanne Guermant
Brussels

Jobs occupy
workers’
minds

CONGRATULATIONS to David
Eyre for his article on the ‘Scot-
tish road’ (Workers Press, 9
July).

I too was not supportive of
‘Scotland United’, and wrote to
the local press that what was
needed was neither Labour nor
Home Rule but Workers’ Rule.
My former colleagues in the
Communist Party were joining,
asusual, anything that smacked
of popular support.

SU is now dead as the dodo.
In reality it is jobs that occupy
the minds of the workers.

I go along with his critique of
the Labour Party and the Scot-
tish TUC, but what the Scottish
working class did or did not do
during the poll tax era needs

" more careful examination.

It is difficult to find evidence
to substantiate Eyre’s claim
that ‘The working class itself
organised new community-
based forms outside the Labour
movement’. It would be truer to
say that some sections, along-
side some sections of the
middle-class, did just that.

With the poll tax Thatcher
attacked the better-off section
of the working class and the
middle class — her own suppor-
ters, who forced the Tories to
change their minds.

David is 100 per cent correct
when he reminds us that inter-
nationalism is the way forward
against today’s monopoly capit-
alism, which seeks to transcend
all national borders.

I would like to elaborate
further, but am mindful of your
caution to ‘keep it short’.

John P. Mathieson
Glenrothes, Fife

WE WELCOME LETTERS

SEND THEM TO: WORKERS PRESS,
PO BOX 735, LONDON SW8 1YB

— OR PHONE 071-582 8882

Not just fine
words

ANYONE who loftily dismisses
the imperialist mass bombing of
Iraqg as merely ‘the master’
whipping the ‘lackey into obedi-
ence’, as A. Thomas does (Let-
ters, 9 July), clearly writes from
some Olympian height, de-
tached from the struggles of us
mere mortals.

Perhaps this explains why he
airily assumes that those of us
who sided with Iraq against our
own imperialist masters,
‘obviously’ did not support the
struggle of the Kurdish people
and Iraqi workers against Sad-
dam Hussein’s regime.

Unlike most of the British
media, Workers Press did not
wait till British oil interests were
threatened before discovering
that Saddam Hussein had gassed
Kurdish villagers. When Kurdish
militants organised demonstra-
tions, we were there. And when
the Kurdish workers set up shur-
as (revolutionary councils) in the
aftermath of the war, it was
Workers Press that publicised
them and their programme.

The struggle against impe-
rialism is not a matter of indiffer-
ence for socialists. We place no
confidence in the national
bourgeoisie to head that struggle.

Todraw a rough analogy, the
Bolsheviks attacked bourgeois
vacillation before Tsarism, not
to affect neutrality, but to assert
working-class hegemony in the
struggle. ‘Using Kerensky as a
gun-rest to destroy Kornilov’
was just one step in overthrow-
ing Kerensky, so putting Trot-
sky’s theory of permanent
revolution into practice.

Anyone who has followed
Workers Press as long as A.
Thomas has should know that
the Workers International, of
which the WRP forms part, is in
contact with Kurdish, Iraqi, Ira-
nian and, of course, Argentinian

workers. Only the other week

we joined Iranian refugee work-
ers in a demonstration in Lon-
don. We listen carefully to the
experiences and views of such
militants, as we do to our com-
rades in Namibia and South
Africa.

For them, ‘political inde-
pendence of the working class’
means a life-and-death strug-
gle, not just fine words designed
to excuse accommodation to so-
cial chauvinism in imperialist
Britain. Rebuilding Trotsky’s
Fourth International means
establishing real sections in the
course of the struggle, not just
magic formulas at the end of
letters from afar.

Charlie Pottins
London SW1

Sneers and
jeers

RAYMOND CHALLINOR's
article on D-Day and after
(Workers Press, 2 July) was
illustrated with a photo of an
ex-serviceman collecting his
‘demob suit’. The caption read:

Workers Press £3,000
Monthly Fighting Fund

In so far: £1,233.75

SOME ‘personal’ columns in this
describe the experiences
of the Durham miners’ galas, past
and present. | don’t intend to
buck this trend — although it
might be considered presump-
tuous to consider the weekly
fund report as my ‘personal’
column!
| stood for a time in the market
square where the brass bands
line up and get ready to set off on
their way through Durham, past
the Royal County hotel and

on to the racecourse where the
‘Big Meeting’ takes place.

| was moved by the pride and
serlousness of these colliery
bands and the fantastic music
that each played — no off notes
and all different and distinctive.

The members of these mar-
ching bands are former miners
and their wives and children from
local schools. | heard of one case
where a father became a player
after his children became
involved.

With the practising required —
with reheasals three times a week

and extensive touring — it's not
particularly surprising that most
of the children stop when they
want to go out with their friends
in their late teens. Some go back
in later life.

The bands often represent
collieries that have been closed
some time and they struggle for
funds for the instruments and
uniforms, which aren’t cheap.
They play in supermarkets and
other public areas and make col-
lections. Mike Cooke
Send money to ‘Workers Press’,
PO Box 735, London SW8 1YB.

‘In 1944 the problem was demo-
bilisation — not recruitment.’

But ‘in 1944’ the war was still
very much in progress, and
there could be no question of
demobilisation until it was over,
well into 1945, as Challinor men-
tions. Even then, as I recall,
much ill-feeling was expressed
by British soldiers in the Far
East, as late as Christmas 1945,
at the slowness of the demob
process (which in our case, of
course, involved repatriation
over a long distance) — partly
because of the shortage of avail-
able shipping.

Challinor writes with approv-
al of activities that were con-
sciously aimed at hindering the
Anglo-American war effort. (Hit-
ler might well have remarked
about these doubtless sincere
‘anti-fascists’: With enemies like
these, who needs friends?) Yet,
quite apart from any other con-
siderations, Trotskyists ought to
be grateful for D-Day.

Had the Western allies not
launched their invasion when
they did, all western Europe
would either have remained
under Hitler’'s boot or fallen
under Stalin’s. In either case the
region’s Trotskyists would have
faced eventual extermination.

As things actually worked
out, the restoration of
‘bourgeois democracy’ in
France, west Germany, etc., by
the armies of Eisenhower and
Montgomery meant that quite a
few of them survived to form
and re-form their Internation-
als, publish their journals — and
commemorate D-Day with
sneers and jeers.

Brian Pearce
Barnet

lllusion trick

FOLLOWING Charlie Pottins’s
article (‘All bull and business
babble’, 2 July) on buzz-words
used by business organisations
to disguise their true meaning, I
can add two that I find really
irritating.

Have you noticed how finan-
cial companies like to be refer-
red to as part of an insurance
industry or a pensions industry,
as though they were actually
manufacturing something tan-
gible, something produced by a
manufacturing process?

Have you also noticed that —
following their own crazy logic
— these same ‘industries’ pro-
duce products instead of poli-
cies. Even the Post Office Na-
tional Savings invited savers to
choose from one of their many
‘products’ on offer.

All this sums up the state of
true manufacturing in Britain
today, where a load of highly
paid executives can sit round all
day on their shiny fat arses,
dreaming up ways to justify
their existence and delude
themselves that they are actual-
ly producing something worth-
while.

David Maccini
London SW18
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THE LONG-RUNNING dispute between the lectur-
ers’ union NATFHE and Sheffield College took

another dramatic turn this week when the union’s
further education industrial relations committee
instructed local officials to break off an agreement
made between local negotiators and the college
directorate. The deal, they said, broke national

policy and guidelines.

On Tuesday 5 July, Shef-
field’s co-ordinating committee
secretary, Seb Smoller, failed to
convince the national union’s in-
dustrial relations committee
that the deal was constitutional.

The nub of the issue was
whether or not the agreed
framework constituted a bona
fide contractual agreement that
recognised a guaranteed pro-
cess of collective bargaining.

The agreed framework,
which was zealously sold to the
membership, was ratified in a
ballot open for only five hours on
the main sites by a majority of
three to two among the 1,800
members.

The ‘framework’ repre-
sented a considerable deteriora-
tion in the conditions of service
of the membership, including
loss of holidays, potentially in-
tolerable teaching loads and a
surrendering of any profession-
al autonomy to the new manage-
ment elites.

Threat

It also represented a threat
to the national struggle because
of Sheffield College’s strategic
importance as the largest furth-
er education institution in the
country. -

Despite the potential for con-
fusion in this situation where the
local unpaid leadership and — it
must be said — regional and
national full-time officials had

BY TOM OWEN

been party to a deal which went
against national policy, the
Sheffield membership over-
whelmingly refused to sign the
new contracts and lodged them
with their branch committees
unsigned.

Inquiry
Resolutions from the bran-
ches called for an inquiry into
the thwarted sell-out and called
for a programme of action in
September when the majority of

teaching staff resume their
duties after the summer break.

An inquiry is to be wel-

comed, of course, but the poli-
tical lessons of this struggle lie
much deeper.

Those local and regional
officers who wished to accept
the contracts were expressing
their political conviction that
nothing else could be gained and
that the membership was not
prepared for further action.

This was not a tactical
assessment of the situation but
flowed from the politics of ‘post-

modern Stalinism’ and
Labourite ‘modernising
realism’.

The issues raised by the
Sheffield dispute are those
faced by the working class and

the trades unions as they move

against the Tory onslaught.

BY PETER GIBSON

NURSES from London’s Mid-
dlesex and University College
hospitals camped in cardboard
boxes outside the office of their
chief executive, Charles Mar-
shall, to protest at a 22 per cent
increase in their rents.
Student nurses, who earn
only £5,000 per year and who
have not had an increase for
over 12 months, have been told
their rent will go up 16 per cent,

from £96 per month to £112.

Rents are calculated as a
proportion of their pay, so a
£12,000 per year staff nurse
faces a rent increase of £32 per
month. An ancillary worker on
£9,000 faces the highest in-
crease, from £172 per month to
£211.

Penny Fletcher, aged 21 and
a third-year nurse, said her
accommodation is the size of
small boxroom, with room only
for a wardrobe, sink, bed and
desk. After paying her rent, she
ends up with just £323 per month

Index Bookcentres

Central London
28 Charlotte Street
London W1P 1HJ

071-636 3532

Brixton
10-12 Atlantic Road
London SW9 8HY

071-274 8342

Trotskyist bookshops
Fast order service
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Sheffield college strike

sell-out thwarted

Durham applauds Workers

Aid for Bosnia musicians

BY MIKE COOKE

ABOUT 40 Workers Aid for Bosnia suppor-
ters, including 20 Bosnian people, mar-
ched proudly through Durham with the
miners’ and other workers’ movement

banners and bands.

Led by its own banner and an accor-
dion player and a guitarist, the contingent
collected money along the way from the
generous people of the area and about £700

was raised during the day.

The musicians played Bosnian and in-
ternationally popular songs and the con-
tingent waited its turn to perform under
the balcony of the Royal County hotel,
where the guests of the North East area of
the National Union of Mineworkers tradi-
tionally listen to the miners’ bands.

The contingent then carried on to the
Durham racecourse where the ‘Big Meet-
ing’ takes place. There Workers Aid set up
a stall and continued handing out leaflets
and collecting money. The warm response
to Workers Aid was a reflection of a deep
desire in the working class to express its

international nature.

Despite fears earlier in the year that
this would be the last Durham gala, if it
happened at all, it turned out to be the

biggest for some years.

Speeches at the ‘Big Meeting’ were
typified by former National Union of Pub-
lic Employees leader Rodney Bickerstaf-
fe who appealed for a return to the ‘basics
of socialism’. These speakers have talked
of ‘socialism’ for many years but have
done nothing to build the working-class
movement that is necessary to achieve it. Workers Aid for Bosnia stall at this year's Durham Miners Gala ‘Big Meeting’

No one left at the pier
— a day in Brighton

to pay for food, travel, clothes,
and other necessaries.

‘If the hospital management
was able to give us a good
reason why they were putting
up the rents we could under-
stand it, but all we are told is
that it is to make the hospital
cost-effective,” said Penny, re-
vealing the real issue.

Other nurses said that the
position in some nurses’ halls of
residence is even worse, ‘We
have carpets and curtains at
John Astor at the Middlesex,’
said one nurse, ‘but at Rockefel-
ler at UCH it’s just bare floor-
boards.’

On their pay the nurses say
they cannot afford to live any-

ardboard city protest
at nurses’ rentrises

where else — except cardbard
boxes. -

A spokesperson for the hos-
pital trust which runs the two
hospitals said it was not the
intention to raise anyone’s rent
by more than 10 per cent. This
makes even more angry those
nursing staff whose wage ‘in-
crease’ this year is 0 per cent.

This is yet another example
of the need for those who work
in the health service and those
who need and use it to have
control over how it is run.

It is clear that, in spite of the
protests, the NHS is on the road
to privatisation — so private
industry can make a profit from
the needs of the sick and infirm.

Hospital scandal in Croydon

MAYDAY University Hospital
in Croydon, south London, is
under investigation following
the death from a brain tumour
of a 49-year-old woman.

She had twice been sent to
the hospital by her GP with a
request for an immediate X-
ray. She was sent home twice
after being told there was no-
thing wrong with her.

Two weeks later she was sent
to Mayday Hospital again by the
local health centre. At 2.30 am
she was admitted after a six and
a half hour wait in the casualty
department.

Although the people of
Croydon raised tens of
thousands of pounds to buy a
scanner only two years ago, she
was told there was no scanner!

After much protest by her doc-
tor and family she was scanned
two days later, and then trans-
ferred to the Atkinson Morley
Hospital for an emergency oper-
ation to remove a brain tumour.
She died a month later.

Another patient died of a

heart-attack in the casualty de-
partment whilst waiting to see a
doctor.

The local Labour MP, Mal-
colm Wicks, says he has had a
number of complaints about the
hospital.

What is clear is that hospit-
als need far fewer accountants
and management consultants
and more nurses and doctors.
But then hospital trusts would
not become profitable and
ready for full privatisation.
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BY JIM SMITH

WHEN one man asked me if he
was at the comedy stage be-
cause he was meeting a friend
there, I thought he wasn’t far
wrong.

We'd been treated to TUC
general secretary John Monks,
Labour shadow treasury spoke-
sman Gordon Brown, and public
service union UNISON general
secretary Alan Jinkinson at the
last Saturday’s TUC public ser-
vices day, in Brighton, called
‘Left at the pier’.

Some wit, no doubt, had
spent hours thinking that one
up. Most people at Brighton
were there for the day out and
did not even know the great
event was on.

But there was no signal
worker or representative of
their union, the RMT. No call
was made to support the signal
workers in their strike action.

At its peak, no more than 200
were gathered around the plat-
form. Monks seemed lost with-
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out his friends Tory employ-
ment secretary David Hunt and
CBI chief Howard Davies.
Brown asserted Labour’s com-
mitment to a minimum wage
when challenged by general
union GMB vice-president Mary
Turner, who is also a school
canteen worker in Brent.

Brown also maintained
Labour would restore union
rights to workers at the GCHQ
electronic spying centre. But
there were no further pledges on
union rights forthcoming from
him.

Brown was obviously consi-
dered to be the ‘star’, because
when Jinkinson got up to speak
the audience was reduced to 50.

When I tried to sell the
‘Unite’ paper of the Community
and Union Action Campaign,
one drunken spectator wrongly
associated me with the TUC
organisers of the rally. He re-
fused to buy a copy because ‘you
lot have ruined my fucking day
already’.

B ‘Unite’, 40p, available from
CUAC, c/o Lambeth TURC, 12-14
Thornton Street, London SW9.
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eritage for
e future

IWE the North-East coalfields
ds Durham, with its castle,
edral, and university. And in
entre of Durham is an eques-
) statue of the third marquess
pndonderry, whose family for
y yvears owned much of the
thereabouts, and most of the
ith beneath it.

is 150 years since the miners of
thumberland and Durham peti-
ed parliament about safety,
ging conditions and payment,
fought a bitter five-month
e against the coalowners. Col-
ons were held among workers
nd the country, but the union
dn’t sustain people for long.
ers’ families suffered hunger,
struggled on.

2 July 1844, remembering they
ed the miners’ cottages too, the
ers evicted 40,000 people. ‘The
, the feeble, old men and little
iren, even women in childbirth,
2 mercilessly turned from their
3, and cast into the roadside
hes. One agent dragged by the
' from her bed, and into the
et, a woman in the pangs of
ibirth.

joldiers and police in crowds
g present, ready to fire at the

. symptom of resistance, on the

aitest hint of the Justices of the
ce, who had brought about the
le brutal procedure’ (from
drick Engels, ‘The Condition of
Working Class in England’).
leither cowed nor provoked, the
ing communities carried on.
e slept in ditches, others cam-
on private land and were prose-
i, fined a pound they could not
. and sent to the treadmill. For
it weeks families remained out,
 little, improvised shelter, and
e food. Lord Londonderry
iatened the small shopkeepers
his’ town of Seaham with his
deasure if they gave credit to
" disloyal workfolk.

Fhen this too failed, he drafted
yme of his famine-starved Irish
ints to replace the miners, and
ak the union. The miners were
jen — for the time being. But
r would fight again.

¥e've heard a lot in recent years
ut ‘our heritage’, meaning
eiy piles our ancestors built for
pnal ‘heroes’ like the marquess
sondonderry. Last weekend, I
wed a bit of our real heritage,
ham’s ‘Big Meeting’, when the
ers, their families, and friends
s pver the town for their gala.
fany thought it wouldn’t take
e this year, or said it would
mitely be the last. The miners
e supposed to be defeated. Most
pe pits have closed. I was told it
| the biggest turnout in years,
it looks like continuing. Watch-
the youngsters dancing down
street beside the Murton col-
y band should inspire anyone
8 joy and confidence in the
re.

jars’
afreat

SNIAN refugees received a
m welcome at the gala. When
kers Aid for Bosnia, helped by
eworkers, started to set up its
| three gentlemen from the so-
ed International Communist
ty (ICP) had to pack up and
pe. They went quietly.
i's just as well, since they were
yeying a pamphlet slandering
kers Aid as ‘gun-runners’ for
erialism. In Leeds an ICP
mber was asked if her party had
gence for their allegations.
§!" she affirmed confidently.
@t is it?" ‘I don’t know,’ she
pitted.

Charlie Pottins

Karl Marx (top) angd Frederick Engels: founders of the Marxist
world outlook that put bourgeois achievements in real unity

___W""— -_-_--_;._ .

Call for an Internatio
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AS THE 20th century nears its end,
the ruling class more and more
turns away from reason and scien-
ce as the basis for its outlook and
ideology.

No longer believing in the huma-
nising and liberatory role of educa-
tion and science, or in the idea of a
society founded on reason, the rul-
ing class is increasingly driven to
repudiate the cultural and ideolo-
gical conquests of the past.

In the name of the rejection of all
ideology, the bourgeoisie gives up
any pretence of trying to grasp the
laws of development of modern

society as a whole. 1t even cele-

brates the ‘end of history’ as the
end of a single, coherent process.
Instead of trying to grasp ‘the
historical process as a whole’,
bourgeois thought — in philosophy,
sociology and other branches of the
‘social sciences’ — focuses increas-
ingly on the supposed problems of
the individual, sundered from his
or her living social connections.
The progress of the natural sci-
ences is increasingly threatened by
the fact that their development is
ever more subordinated to the
needs of capital and its production
for profit rather than production to
satisfy human needs. At the same
time, the absence of any coherent
world outlook on the part of the
ruling class also serves to impede
the development of the natural

Indeed, throughout the present
century we have seen the periodic
and garish revival of mysticism, as
astrology remains popular, re-
ligious cults mushroom, and sean-
ces and witchcraft are fashionable
pastimes — obsessions even — in
‘educated’ circles, as well as pro-
viding research materials for the
‘social sciences’.

And yet the growth of scientific
thinking that marked the rise of the
bourgeoisie in the modern world
was a great human achievement.
This achievement found its highest
expression in the sphere of social
thought, with the conviction that
science could provide the basis for
the control of society in the in-
terests of human beings.

The Marxist world outlook took
the principal achievements of
bourgeois thought — English clas-
sical political economy (Smith,
Ricardo), French theories of social-
ism, and classical German philoso-
phy — and overcame the contradic-
tions within them.

Marx and Engels did this by
placing these achievements in their
real context or unity, from which
unity came the force which alone
could really overcome these contra-
dictions — the working class.

The task of the working class in
emancipating itself from capital-
ism was to lay the basis for a truly
human, classless society which
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would carry forward the entire cul-

Russia — a capitalism of
bandits and mobsters

Hardly a day passes without further news of the growing power
of organised crime in eastern Europe and the former USSR.
Last week’s Workers Press reported on an article in the
‘Observer’ (3 July) that revealed networks of former east
German Stasi secret police linking up with the Russian mafia to
supply stolen luxury cars and launder drugs money through
new business ventures. NICK LEE shows how deeply the mafia
has penetrated Russian society

THE POWER of the Russian mafia
is now acknowledged to be as great
— if not greater — than that of the
state apparatus itself. It is no long-
er seen as parasitic on the newly
emerging Russian bourgeoisie, it s
the bourgeoisie. Hence the Rus-
sians have coined the word ‘biznez’
— a direct borrowing of the English
word ‘business’ — to signify organ-
ised crime. A Western business-
man in Moscow was recently
quoted (the ‘Guardian’, 27 May) as
saying: ‘It is the mafia that makes
business possible.’

The power of the Russian mafia
was consolidated in two stages.

First, following the collapse of the

Stalinist regime an alliance
emerged between traditional
organised crime — racketeers,
drug smugglers, etc. — and sec-
tions of the corrupt state bureau-
cracy itself.

The racketeers acted as pipe-
lines for the channelling of the pro-
fits of corruption under the old
regime as well as the profits from
the growing trade in hard drugs.
Aided by Western crime groups the

Russian mafia engaged in money
laundering and illegal currency ex-
port. Bureaucrats, seeing the writ-
ing on the wall and wanting their
wealth safe in a Swiss bank account
or invested in luxury property
abroad turned to the mafia.

Then, in 1992, came the second
stage — privatisation. The overrid-
ing aim of the Yeltsin regime was
to transfer Russian state enter-
prises as rapidly as possible to pri-
vate investors, so as to create a
politically irreversible shift to
capitalism. Since few Western in-
vestors would risk buying near-
bankrupt enterprises, the privat-
isation process became something
of a parody of the Thatcherite sell-
ing off of British Gas and BT.

Russians were given vouchers,
corresponding to their share of the
‘people’s wealth’, that could be
traded as shares and exchanged for
actual shares in state enterprises.

The buying and selling of these
vouchers created a field day for
both the mafia and the bureaucra-
cy. At public auctions of state prop-
erty, investors were threatened by

gangsters who wanted to buy up the
property cheaply. Citizens were
persuaded to sell their vouchers to
‘investment funds’ that promptly
vanished.

In November last year traffic in
central Moscow was blocked by
angry investors demanding com-
pensation for their losses from the
Technical Progress voucher fund,
which had vanished, together with
its directors.

In other cases leading officials
spirited away thousands of shares,
so that the old bureaucratic mana-
gers became the majority share-
holders in the newly °‘privatised’
enterprises.

The result has been massive
gains by organised crime — and
their friends in the bureaucracy —
in the control of the new private
sector. In Moscow alone it is esti-
mated that between 50 and 80 per
cent of all new commercial enter-
prises, including nearly all hotels
and shops, are under the control of
criminal groups.

Moscow police estimate that 40
out of 260 private banks are in the
hands of the mafia — one explana-
tion of the relatively low rate of
bank robberies in a city where law
and order has virtually collapsed.

What the mafia doesn’t control
outright it forces into submission
through protection rackets backed
up by an army of contract killers.
The Russian murder rate has risen
40 per cent over the last four years.

At 19.9 deaths per 100,000 of the
population, it is double the Amer-
ican rate, which previously had
been the highest in the industrial-
ised world.

Western commentators are
reacting in a number of ways to
these developments.

Security agencies stress the col-
lapse of any effective police and
legal control, making the former
USSR a haven for the world’s
mafias. Luciano Violante, chair of
the Italian parliamentary anti-
mafia commission, claimed last
October that Russia is becoming ‘a
kind of strategic capital of organ-
ised crime from where all the
major operations are launched’.

He claimed that the Russian and
Italian mafias had held two or
three ‘summits’ since 1991 to ‘dis-
cuss money laundering, the drugs
trade and selling nuclear
material’.

Concern

There is also concern about the
increased operation of Russian and
former USSR criminals in western
Europe and the US. The shooting of
Karen Reid in Surrey last April by
skilled contract killers was seen as
mafia revenge for the alleged
involvement of her Armenian
brother-in-law in the murder of two
officials of the Russian republic of
Chechenia in London last year. The
American FBI is so worried that at
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al Conference:

URE OF MARXISM
20-22 January 1995

achievements of the past.
t is why, in calling this inter-
al conference in defence of
hievements of reason and
e, we do so from the stand-
hat in the last resort they can
ended only through the de-
nent of Marxism.
the past many of the best
ctuals, who wanted genuine-
vestigate present-day socie-
its crises, were turned away
Marxism because, in their
, it was equated with its
que perversion: Stalinism.
e Stalinist regimes in eastern
e and the former Soviet
have collapsed, along with
deology of the Stalinist
cracy that for decades was
) pass itself off as Marxism.
herefore see this conference
forum for discussing the
s aspects of the social and
Zical crisis engulfing society,
us providing an opportunity
tinue the renewal and de-
nent of Marxism.
invite papers for considera-
the conference. The deadline
» receipt of papers is 1 De-
r 1994. We hope to publish the
ence proceedings and in turn
he conference the basis for
ch of a new journal to carry
d its work.
further details, please write to
’llling, Conference Organiser,
X 735, London SW8 1YB.

e end of May it opened a Moscow
ffice to ‘help the Russian police
ombat the mafia’.

The police focus tends to see
ussian organised crime as simply

product of the chaos and
acuum’ created by the collapse of
ommunism’ and a rapid transi-
on to capitalism. The assumption
 that once a well-equipped and
ell-trained police apparatus is in
lace then the fight back against

e mafia can gain the upper hand.

More thoughtful bourgeois com-
entators are confronted by a
eeper question. If the collapse of
ommunism’ leads not to a transi-
on to capitalism but to chaos,
hat does this say for the idea of
e capitalist system as the natural
nd inevitable destination at which

modern societies must arrive
yoner or later?

One way round this conundrum

to see the mafia as playing a
storically progressive role, tak-
g Russia rapidly through a stage
in to the primitive accumulation
capital en route to modern capit-

sm.

Thus John Anderson, a US au-
ority on banking and finance be-
aves that the mafia, by reinvest-
g its money in Russia itself,
ssists the development of modern
apitalism.

“‘They (the Russian mafiosi) are
ybber barons like the Rockefellers
nd the Morgans. Today's mafioso

tomorrow’s banker and indust-
alist’ (‘Guardian’, 27 May).

But this is definitely a minority
ew that cuts little ice even with
er right-wing commentators.
Claire Sterling, in her recently
blished book ‘Crime Without
rontiers’, documents how firms
der mafia control ‘contributed
othing, produced nothing, risked
thing, created no wealth save for
e country’s 100,000 new mil-
onaires, who simply robbed what

as there’.

g
o

One can only agree. But this is
not a moral question, it is rather a
reflection of the fact that in a
deepening crisis of world imperial-
ism the conditions for a healthy
young capitalism to grow up in the
former USSR are entirely absent.

The main aim of organised
crime is the export of capital and
speculation on the international
money markets. In 1993 transfers
of currency out of Russia, legal and
illegal, are believed to have been
$12 to $15 billion. This is far greater
than all foreign aid and investment.

The mafiosi running large sec-
tions of the banking system are
interested in anything but ‘laying
the foundations for tomorrow’s
capitalism’.

Bribed

The Western press recently car-
ried the tale of some ‘honest’ Rus-
sian capitalists who had tried to
wire some money from Chely-
abinsk to Moscow. The money took
nine months to arrive and the bank
had to be bribed to cough up. The
account had been spirited away for
use in currency speculation (the
‘Guardian’, 10 May).

The result is that the small
bourgeoisie remain small. They
are forced into business using only
ready cash and trading in rapid
turnover goods, such as imported
Western luxury items for the con-
sumption of Russia’s new rich, a
consumption hardly likely to boost
the home market for new capitalist
enterprise.

While privatisation was the
main priority, the Yeltsin regime,
despite its occasional rhetoric, did
nothing to stop the mafia.

With the Russian economy on
the verge of collapse, Yeltsin
issued, on 14 June, a decree entitled
‘Urgent Measures to Defend the
Population from Banditry and
other Manifestations of Organised

T

Crime’. This enables the author-
ities to detain suspected members
of criminal organisations for up to
30 days without a judicial hearing.
This violates the Russian constitu-
tion, which specifies a maximum of
48 hours.

The investigators are also empo-
wered to examine the financial
affairs and property of suspected
members of criminal organisa-
tions, of their relatives, and of peo-
ple who have lived with them in the
past five years. They can also get
access to confidential commercial
and banking information on indi-
viduals or companies suspected of
illegal activity.

These measures, reminiscent of
the Stalinist period, quite apart
from the general threat to civil
liberties, will do little to combat
organised crime because there is
no efficient police apparatus to
carry them out.

While the mafia can offer bribes
many times the salary of ordinary
police officers and has better
weapons and faster cars, the only
effect of such measures will be to
further concentrate the power of
the crime bosses by enabling cor-
rupt state investigators to force
legitimate firms to reveal business
secrets to their mafia competitors!

The defeat of organised crime in
Russia can only be conducted by
the working class and its allies. The
working class has no interest in
pillaging the national wealth and
exporting it to Western bank
accounts or squandering it in im-
ported luxuries, nor in the pollution
of its youth through the dissemina-
tion of heroin and cocaine addic-
tion.

The working class in Russia and
throughout the former USSR de-
sperately needs a leadership pre-
pared to fight for its independence
as a social force against both the
crime bosses and Yeltsin’s
bureaucracy.
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lapse of Stalinism has led

The absence of any coherent world outlook on the part of the ruling class also serves to impede the development of the natural sciences

to chaos, not capitalism
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On with
the dance!

THAT supremely cheerful pic-
ture on page 5 of last week'’s
Workers Press, showing people
holding hands and dancing in a
ring at a Durham miners’ ‘Big
Meeting’ in the 1970s, gave me
great pleasure.

But there were some readers
who didn’t approve of it at all.
They thought it a flagrant waste
of space.

The ring dance may be as old
as humanity. It is depicted on
ancient Greek vases, and pre-
sent-day visitors to Perpignan
or Barcelona have a reasonably
good chance of seeing it in the
shape of the sardana, the nation-
al dance of Catalonia.

It exists in Portugal and Bra-
zil as the ciranda; in Brazil this
dance was long supposed to
have survived only among chil-
dren, but I'm assured that in
rural areas in the states of
Goidas, Minas Gerais, and Sao
Paulo it is still danced by adults
too. I hope that, in whatever
shape or form, the ring dance is
still alive in Durham.

Now, can we expect sternly
worded protest letters to Work-
ers Press from those readers for
whom the 30 column inches or so
which that photograph occupied
were scandalously wasted and
ought to have been devoted to
politics?

Probably not. Those who
hold the view that music and
dancing have nothing whatever
to do with politics, and that writ-
ing and pictures on such topics
are. out of place in Workers
Press, are strangely reluctant
to put that view on paper and
have it argued out in discussion.

Which is a great pity, for if
such a discussion took place all
of us could learn something, and

some of us might learn a great
deal.

I write with some feeling, for
there were sharp but unwritten
criticisms when I devoted a
mere six column inches to Bra-
zilian music and dance in the
series of three columns I wrote
recently on Brazil (in one of
which, incidentally, published
on 4 June, I made two spelling
mistakes: ‘trio-electrico’ should
have been ‘trio-elétrico’ and
‘Olodun’ should have been
‘Olodum’).

THERE are many arguments
for music and dance having a
place in a workers’ paper. For
the time being I limit myself to
two, the first historical, the
second pragmatic.

A serious attempt, master-
minded by the Tory govern-
ment, is being made to teach the
history of music in a way that is
overtly Eurocentric and covert-
ly racist.

This leads to the suppression
of uncomfortable facts about
major influences from other
continents and other cultures on
the music of Europe ever since
peoples from north Africa con-
quered and civilised the Iberian
peninsula in the ninth century.

A recent example of such
suppression comes from Radio
3. In the second half of the 18th
century a type of song known as
the modinha was extremely
popular in Portugal and Brazil.

The modinha in fact origin-
ated in Brazil. It was taken to
Portugal in 1770 by the gifted
Brazilian poet, priest and musi-
cian Domingos Caldas Barbosa
(1738-1800), whose mother was
an African, born in Angola. Bar-
bosa’s songs took Lisbon by
storm, and for years the Brazi-
lian modinha was all the rage
there.

The other evening Radio 3
broadcast a rare recital of mod-
inhas from the Portuguese
embassy in London. The
announcer quoted the English
traveller William Beckford (‘I
am a slave to modinhas . . . the
most bewitching melodies that
ever existed since the days of
the Sybarites’) without a word to
indicate that it was the Brazi-
lian original, not the rather
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pallid Portuguese imitation,
that Beckford had in mind.

Only in passing, and only
after they were sung, did she
say that the first two songs
listeners heard were both by
Brazilian composers.

And she claimed that
18th-century ‘Italian incomers’
to Portugal had been largely
responsible for this type of song
— whereas in fact the influence
of Italian operatic arias on the
Portuguese modinha didn't be-
come apparent until well into
the 19th century.

Are these details important?
Yes, very. Radio 3 isn’t the only
place where any sort of non-
sense is repeated in order to
show that the ‘classical’ Euro-
pean musical tradition is self-
contained — sealed off from and
superior to any other sort of
music from anywhere else In
the world — and in order to
avoid acknowledging the Arab
and African contributions.

Exposing the Eurocentric
rubbish that stands in the way of
a truthful history of world music
1s part of the struggle against
racism. It is a political task, and
an important one.

Now the pragmatic argu-
ment. Workers Press wrote edi-
torially on 7 May that a large
number of young protesters ‘are
repelled by the labour move-
ment as it is presently led and
organised’.

Do revolutionary socialists
suppose that this doesn’t also
apply to them? If so, they in-
habit a fool’s paradise.

The real world is full of
young people who love to listen
to music and to make it, who
love to dance, who have a lively
interest in those activities. If
our paper is to win them as
readers, it has got to take their
enthusiasms into account.

I hope I've provokegdthe neo-
puritans to defend their stance.
If not, let them heed Sir Toby
Belch: ‘Dost thou think, be-
cause thou are virtuous, there
shall be no more cakes and ale?’

A mistake, and
a mystery

MANY thanks to the sharp-eyed
reader who pointed out that I
was wrong to call the French
socialist leader Jules Guesde a
son-in-law of Karl Marx (25
June).

Marx had three daughters
who survived infancy. The
eldest, Jenny (1844-1883), mar-
ried the French socialist leader
Charles Longuet (1839-1903) in
1872.

The second daughter, Laura
(1845-1911), married the French
socialist leader Paul Lafargue
(1842-1911) in 1868. The youngest
daughter, Eleanor (1855-1898),
married the British socialist

leader Edward Aveling
(1851-1898) in 1884,
Now, Jules Guesde

(1845-1922), whose real name
was Mathieu Jules Bazile, does
appear to have married into the
Marx family, for Eleanor wrote
to Laura on 25 September 1891
that he was ‘my cousin-in-law,
now, I suppose’ (‘The Daughters
of Karl Marx: Family Corres-
pondence 1866-1898’, trans.
Faith Evans, Deutsch, 1982,
p.233).

But I haven’t yet found out
which of her cousins he mar-
ried. French encylopedias are
all silent on the matter, though
they do summarise Guesde’s
political career; and even the
otherwise omniscient Marx
Memorial Library has been un-
able to throw any light.

Perhaps one of our French
readers will be able to solve this
small mystery?
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Nothing new under the moon

THE four programmes shown
on BBC2 recently, marking the
anniversary of the first setting
foot on the moon’s surface 25
years ago, inevitably trod some
familiar ground.

The two-part ‘One Small Step
— Man on the Moon’ (28-29 June)
began by recounting fairly light-
heartedly the early days of the
so-called space race. Film clips
showing President John F. Ken-
nedy informing the world-at-
large about his country’s great
new scientific undertaking was,
it was pointed out, so much win-
dow-dressing. The Soviet Union
had already put men (and later
a woman) into orbit while NASA
was still debating whether to
launch a potato!

Over the next six or seven
years the paranoia created by
this latest threat from ‘Com-
munist’ domination ensured
that, in the US at least, space-
travel-related enterprises for-
med a major growth industry.
For example, swamp-land
around Cape Canaveral, Flor-
ida, became a vast industrial
complex.

Colossal

‘They worked hard and play-
ed hard,’ offered one commen-
tator euphemistically. Well in
advance of any official announ-
cement, local druggists were
able to tell, from their increased
sales of tranquillisers, when the
next launch would be.

The US government went to
colossal lengths, both in terms
of financial investment and risk
to human life, in order to be the
first nation to get an astronaut
on the moon.

This was put into sharp per-
spective when, on the day of the
historic launch of Apollo 11, a
civil rights demonstration
headed by a symbolic mule-
train, confronted NASA officials
to protest that, for a fraction of

Review by Jeff Jackson

the billions of dollars US impe-
rialism was spending on its vast
space programme, that coun-
try’s poor could be fed.

It was difficult not to agree
with the last contributor to the
programme, who summed up
this spectacular achievement
by likening the role the US play-
ed to that of a dog lifting its leg
against a lamp-post, marking it
territorially, and walking away.

Spanish director Pedro

fail to outrage the establish-
ment, they have enjoved great
commercial success.

They are very often hugely
comic extravaganzas hurtling
their way into hitherto taboo
territory and peopled with the
most weird and wonderful
characters.

Central to ‘Kika’ is the exten-
ded rape sequence which is pre-
sented in typically hilarious
fashion. This treatment has dis-

R

Human capital? The US government’s investment in the space
programme and the moon walk was huge

Almodovar, whose latest film,
‘Kika’, has received a some-
what mixed critical reception,
was the subject of THE LATE
SHOW: ‘The Indiscreet Charm
of Pedro Almodovar’ (BBC2, 30
June).

Almodovar’s relatively short
career has been very much
associated with the freedom of
expression which Spain redis-
covered following the death of
Franco. While his films never

turbed even former admirers of
Almodovar’s work, But he uses
the episode to make a serious
social comment: the crime is
video-recorded by a Peeping
Tom and is later screened by a
ruthless commercial television
channel, causing the victim still
greater humiliation.

While some critics seem to
be asking if the fresh and origin-
al talent Almodovar displayed
throughout the 1980s has run its

course, others are pointing to a
darker side of his emerging
coincident with Spain’s econo-
mic crisis, record unemploy-
ment figures, and disillusion
with a 12-year-old ‘Socialist’
government.

THE LATE SHOW:
‘Rudolph Cartier — A Televi-
sion Pioneer’ (BBC2, 1 July)
paid tribute to a seminal figure
of TV’s ‘golden age’, who died
last month.

Born in Vienna in 1904, Car-
tier arrived in England in the
late 1930s. His career in British
television began in 1952. He
came from a cinema back-
ground which included working
with such people as Billy
Wilder.

Emotions

He didn’t like what he saw in
British television and immedi-
ately set about changing it. He
regarded TV as ‘a subject for
emotions, for thought’.

He introduced a cultural ex-
cellence to the small screen
never witnessed before. Adapta-
tions of works by Tolstoy,
Brecht, Dostoevsky and many
more. But Cartier will probably
be best remembered for the sci-
ence-fiction serial ‘The Quater-
mass Experiment’. It was
thought to be so disturbing that
each episode was preceded with
a warning to those of a nervous
disposition.

Nigel Kneale, who wrote the
script, also adapted Cartier’s
‘1984’ from Orwell’s novel. This
1954 production caused an even
bigger furore than did ‘Quater-
mass’. The BBC felt obliged to
provide him with two body-
guards, accused as he was with
promoting pro-communist, anti-
fascist ideas. And questions
were asked in parliament. ‘The
BBC needed me like a desert
needs water,” he once told an
interviewer.

Lords react to groundswell concern
over driver hours, safety

BY ROY THOMAS

YOU MIGHT think that some
members in the House of
Lords had been reading Work-
ers Press reports of govern-
ment and employers’ propos-
als to relax the control of the
hours lorry, van and bus driv-
ers can drive without a break
or a day off.

A combination of Labour
and Liberal Lords amended a
government deregulation bill
to ensure that any employer

. who flouted the control of driv-

ers’ hours would not get their
operating licence renewed.

The Lords also imposed a
control on the licencing where
a company would impose an
‘adverse effect’ on the local
environment. A Labour peer
said the bill did not do enough
to protect coach and bus pas-
sengers from the dangers of
driver fatigue.

In the latest issue of the
‘Record’, monthly journal of
the Transport and General
Workers’ Union (TGWU),
Martin Mayer, a member of
the TGWU Executive, is
quoted as saying:

‘Drivers are picking up
that the public are increasing-
ly concerned over safety be-
cause of highly-publicised
accidents.

Tightening

‘Parents are especially
concerned about school trips,
and there is a groundswell of
support for tightening up reg-
ulations.’

Mayer went on to say: ‘In
practice drivers are breaking
regulations regularly for fear
of losing their jobs.” Low hour-

ly rates of pay mean the
necessity to work longer hours
to earn a living.

Graham Stevenson, TGWU
national passenger services
secretary, gave the example
of a Yorkshire coach company
which revealed 79 per cent of
drivers suffered from exhaus-
tion. Yet deregulation and in-
creasing competitive press-
ure on companies has led to
costs being cut and safety me-
asures being eroded.

The government’s reaction
to employers breaking health
and safety rules and regula-
tions has been to do away with
those regulations.

Profit

Clearly for the government
and the employers profit is far
more important than passen-
gers’ or drivers’ lives. Com-
petition is more important
than safety.

Now even some members
of the House of Lords are con-
cerned at the level of the
media exposure of the dan-
gers of driver fatigue and the
likely popular reaction to
these dangers.

The task of every activist
in the trade union and labour
movement is to expose at each
and every opportunity the
dangers and the employment
practices which cause them.

For example, in Scotland,
three bus drivers wrote letters
of complaint about the
maintenance of the buses they
drove for ‘Clydeside 2000’.
Spot checks were carried out
by the Department of Trans-
port vehicle examiners. Of the

39 buses examined, seven
were subject to immediate
prohibitions, nine to delayed
prohibitions.

At a Scottish traffic com-
mission hearing recently it
was reported that since the
company was granted a li-
cence in September 1991, vehi-
cle examiners from the De-
partment of Transport had
issued 46 immediate and 27
delayed prohibitions on its
buses.

In one case a bus driver
took his bus to a police station
claiming the company had not
done anything about a defec-
tive exhaust. The police them-
selves put an immediate pro-
hibition notice on the bus.

Most revealing of all is that
‘Clydeside 2000’ has 680 em-
ployees, most of whom are
shareholders in the company.

They may have shares, but
they clearly do not have
control!

US socialist collects for
Workers Aid for Bosnia

EIGHTY -year-old US socialist Herb Lewin collected $330 (£510) for
the Workers Aid for Bosnia campaign on 25 June, at a celebration
in Philadelphia of his life and activisim. During a period of 60 years
Herb has been active in the labour, environmental, civil and human
rights, and socialist movements. He will be 80 on 22 July.

Before the celebration Herb said that those wishing to bring gifts
should instead bring donations ‘to aid the families of the multi-
ethnic miners and other workers of Tuzla, Bosnia’.

1994 Pentonville S Commemoration

TGWU Gold Badge Award

to Vic Turner

Presentation, Friday 29 July
7pm, Dockers Club, Boulcott St,
London E1

Vic Turner was a prominent leader during the
1972 dockworkers’ strike who was imprisoned
by the Heath government for his activism.
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The truth about Germa
resistance to the Nazi

Using hitherto unpublished archive material he has
discovered, the historian JAMES D. YOUNG
defends the honour of the German anti-fascist
socialists who risked torture and death to join in
the unsuccessful plot to kill Hitler 50 years ago this

month

SOCIALIST anti-fascists in
post-war Germany left impor-
tant evidence in a hitherto neg-
lected archive that, among
other things, documents their
role in the plot to kill Hitler on
20 July 1944.

The archive records the
work and correspondence of the
American socialists’ Interna-
tional Solidarity Committee
(ISC).

The influential right-wing
German historian Joachim C.
Fest asserted in his monumen-
tal biography of Hitler that in
1944 the German left ‘was still
suffering from the effects of the
persecution, but . . . with char-
acteristic ideological rigidity,
feared any alliance with army
officers as a ‘‘pact with the
devil’”.

And he went on to argue in
his still best-selling paperback
biography of Hitler that ‘Among
the many participants in the

opposition there was, signifi-

cantly, not a single representa-
tive of the Weimar Republic;
that republic did not survive
even in the Resistance.’

But the precious historical
evidence in the ISC archive con-
tradicts both of Fest’s dogmatic
right-wing assertions.

Liberation

During the years immediate-
ly after the liberation of Europe,
Paul Loebe, for many years
president of the Reichstag
under the Weimar republic, was
still agitating for democratic so-
cialism. So was the former
labour minister, Dr Rudolf
Wissell.

Moreover in 1949 William
Sollman, a socialist living and
active in Germany, asked the
ISC to send food parcels to the
72-year-old Lore Agnes:

‘L.A. has been one of the
most outstanding women in the
German Social Democratic
movement, a friend of Clara
Zetkin in the earlier days, of
Hugo Haase and Kautsky too.

‘She is one of the founders of
the Unabhaengige Sozialdemok-
ratische Partei [Independent
Social-Democratic Party], had
been in prison during the First
World War and was a member
first of the National-Versam-
mlung [National Assembly] and
then of the Reichstag until 1933.

‘In the Hitler days people
looked upon her with confi-

dence. She lost her husband,
several children and her home.
She is still very active; working
for the movement is the essence
of her life.

‘She has never asked any-
thing for herself, although she is
living on an old-age benefit of 32
Marks a month!’

Clearly Hitler’s fascism was
sometimes forced to tolerate the
unrepentant democratic social-
ists in its midst as well as actual
representatives of the hated
Weimar republic.

Moreover other anti-fascist
socialists in post-1945 Germany
left valuable evidence in the
archive to document their role.
In 1949 Jane Corey wrote to Phil
Heller, the ISC’s full-time ex-
ecutive director in New York, to
request food parcels for Frau
Rosemarie Reichwein in Berlin.

Plot

Corey pointed out that ‘Mrs
Reichwein is the widow of Pro-
fessor Reichwein, former mem-
ber of the Social Democratic
Party, who was one of the main
participants in the plot against
Hitler from 20 July 1944.
Together with comrade Leber,
he immediately was arrested
and hanged without a trial.’

One of the German socialists
involved in the 20 July plot,
Franz Josef FurtwaefiBler, not
only survived to tell his own
story, he became the first post-
war director of the reconstruc-
ted SDP’s Labour Academy in
Frankfurt in 1947,

In a letter he sent to the ISC,
he wrote: ‘At the outbreak of the
war I joined the labour wing of
that underground movement
which finally led to the July
action in 1944. After that revolt
I escaped and was sheltered in
the Black Forest.’

In occasional articles in the
American and British labour
and socialist press between 1933
and 1945, the German socialists’
resistance to Hitlerism was por-
trayed with pride and eloqu-
ence.

But the Anglo-American
world as a whole did not know
very much about the extent of
either Nazi terrorism or the con-
centration camps, particularly
during the years immediately
after Hitler came to power in
1933.

In 1946 the American jour-
nalist Gabriel A. Almond
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As fascism again rises, the democratic left must defend the honour of the German socialist anti-fascists who fought Hitler

published in New York his
pamphlet ‘How Many Anti-Nazi
Germans?’ In that neglected
pamphlet he wrote:

‘Gestapo records report the
distribution of some 20 separate
leaflets emanating mainly from
left-wing groups in the Dussel-
dorf Gestapo region from June
1940 until June 1943. There is
similar evidence that leaflets
were distributed at Leipzig,
Hamburg, Halle and many
other areas.’

He added: ‘The Gestapo
found this in a telephone booth
in Essen in June 1943: “In a
short time we shall hang 200,000
Nazis on 200,000 gallows. Com-
rades, prepare yourselves for
the hour of freedom. Social
Democratic Party of
Germany.’”’

In his editorial on ‘Totalita-
rianism and Democracy’ in the
May 1945 issue of the ‘Plebs’
magazine, J.P.M. Millar poin-
ted out that from 1933 until 1939,
‘vast numbers of Germans were
flogged, tortured and murdered

in Nazi concentration camps,
but it was extremely difficult to
find any publicity given in the
British press to these savage
cruelties.

“Those who were not readers
of newspapers like the ‘“‘Daily
Herald’’ or the ‘‘“Manchester
Guardian’’ were deliberately
kept in almost complete ignor-
ance of what was going on in
Nazi Germany.’

A large and ever-growing
number of what Goebbels called
the ‘anti-social’ elements in the
camps in 1933-34 were socialists,
anarchists and communists,
though some of them were also
Jewish.

Survivors

Indeed, in a letter in the ISC
archive, Jeanette Wolfe, one of
the anti-fascist socialist survi-
vors of the holocaust, declared:
‘On 12 March 1933 I was the first
woman in Germany to be arres-
ted for her political work. . .. We
were not only Social Democrats

but Jews and star-wearers,
which was doubly bad.’
Arguing against the domi-
nant war propaganda of the
Allies, giving the impression
that the Germans were almost
without exception supporters of
concentration camps, torture,
and beastliness, J.P.M. Millar
stressed in ‘Plebs’ (August 1945)
that German anti-fascists had
been Hitlerism’s first victims.
For, alongside the Nazis’ ter-
ror, there was also unceasing
workers’ and socialists’ resist-
ance right through to the mo-
ment of the ‘Liberation’ in 1945.
Notwithstanding the Nazis’
savage murder of socialists,
communists and anarchists
throughout Europe following
the 20 July attempt on Hitler’s
life, important fragments of evi-
dence in the ISC archive suggest
at the very least that the Nazi
terror machine during World
War Il was less totalitarian than
the Allies’ propaganda made
out. i
In this archive, where ‘au-

thenticated’ biographies of Ger-
man anti-fascists can be found,
there is an entry for Theo
Thiele, an SDP secretary in
Berlin until 1933.

Active

It simply states: ‘Three
years’ underground work, three
years in prison, again active in
underground work.’

Then there is an entry for
Rita Sprengel: ‘Concentration
camp in 1933-34, underground
work, 1941 arrested because she

helped Jews to flee to Switzer-

land, four years’ concentration
camp.’

As the siren call of fascism is
once again being heard in
various parts of Europe, the
democratic left has a sacred
duty to defend the honour of the
known and unknown German
anti-fascist socialists who suf-
fered from fascist terrorism
and are now victims of ‘the
assassins of memory’.

A proper stitch-up in criminal justice

BY MIKE COOKE

PARENTAL advice to children about
never going out with dirty underwear
has taken on a new meaning under the
Criminal Justice Act 1994!

The Act, under section 32, brings in
the infamous effective abolition of the
right to silence. But section 34 also
states that from a defendant’s failure
to explain ‘objects, substances or
marks’ on their body, clothing, or the
place where they are, the court can
draw ‘such inferences from the failure
as appear proper’.

The latter phrase appears in sec-
tions 32 to 35 of the Act. Section 32
states that it applies to a failure to
mention any fact which might reason-
ably be mentioned at the time of police
guestioning or when charged. Section

33 deals, in the same way, with failure
to give evidence in court. Section 35
gives the same treatment to a defen-
dant’s failure to explain their presence
at the scene of a crime.

But the bill does not explicitly abol-
ish the right to silence or the obligation
of a police officer to caution on arrest.
In other words, the police still have to
tell people they arrest that they have
the ‘right to remain silent’, when in
effect they don’t!

‘Reading the Bill, I felt much as I
imagine a racing cyclist might feel
when reading a sudden bulletin from
the International Federation of Racing
Cyclists, decreeing that all bicycles
should have three wheels. In such cir-
cumstances the Federation might be
expected to indicate in a little detail
how this is to be achieved,”’ commented
west London solicitor John Mackenzie
in the ‘New Law Journal’ (13 May).

As a solicitor, Mackenzie is per-
plexed by the legislation: ‘The Bill
says nothing about the role of the soli-
citor. Is the advice to remain silent to
be an acceptable reason for not men-

‘The police still have to tell
people they arrest that they
have the “right to remain
silent”, when in effect they
don't!

tioning an otherwise mentionable fact
under ss 32(1), 34 and 357

‘Section 32 talks about facts that
might reasonably be mentioned. Sec-
tions 34 and 35 do not use the words
‘““reasonably be mentioned'’ and

appear to make it an obligation for
these facts to be given in interview
subject to the sanction of the court
drawing such inferences as appear
proper.

“When the case gets to court, who
will draw the inferences? Presumably,
the jury. The Bill says nothing about
how the possible failure to mention
facts, or marks or presence is to be
handled during the trial.

‘Will the prosecutor be able to
cross-examine on such failures? Will
the judge be expected to sum up on
them? How much of an otherwise in-
admissable interview now becomes
admissable? The Bill says nothing.
Who decides these facts under s 32
might reasonably have been men-
tioned, judge or jury? Every prosecu-
tor and judge will have a different
view. All will end up in the Court of

Appeal.’

That honourable court is where all
logical cock-ups in legislation are sor-
ted out, and ‘precedents’ set that guide
future use of British law. It’s staffed by
the Lord Chief Justice of England, the
Master of the Rolls, the Lords Justices
of Appeal and the Judges of the High
Court of Justice.

The Lord Chief Justice of England,
the Right Honourable the Lord Taylor
of Gosforth, earns £108,940. Master of
the Rolls Right Honourable Sir Tho-
mas Bingham rakes in £100,800. The 26
‘Right Honourable' Lords Justices
earn £96,720 apiece. And, the 14 merely
‘Honourable' High Court judges get a
paltry £87,620 each.

Between the one ‘Right Honourable
Dame’ and the other ‘Sirs’ and ‘Lords’,
‘Right’ and merely ‘Honourable’, they
net £3,951,140. These salaries guaran-
tee the final stitches in the perfect
cloth of bourgeois law.
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AT THE heart of the LIT con-
gress was a new situation for
both the working class and those
fighting to rebuild the Fourth
International. This new situa-
tion arises from the collapse of
Stalinism and an upsurge of
struggles involving sections of
the working class and the
peasantry throughout much of
Latin America and other parts
of the world.

Delegates from Brazil, Vene-
zuela, Peru and other countries
spoke of this spontaneous move-
ment of the working class and
peasantry and discussed their
response to and participation in
it.

Many referred to Workers
Aid for Bosnia, a campaign 1n
which there is collaboration be-
tween the Workers Internation-
al and the LIT, as an example of
~ the possibilities for rebuilding
working-class internationalism
and the Fourth International.

Newsdesk 071-582 8882

Send your letters and photos — Deadline -‘-.' vV
Workers Press, PO Box 735, London SW8 1YB
Telephone: 071-582 8882 Fax: 071-582 8834

A liaison committee has been formed between the Workers International to
Rebuild the Fourth International and the International Workers League (Fourth

International), LIT-CI.

DOT GIBSON was the official representative o

f the Workers International at the

LIT’s fifth congress in Sao Paulo, Brazil, from 26 June to 3 July. She reports on

the congress and the significan
rebuilding of the Fourth Internationa

ce for the workers’ movement and the
| of this decision to form the committee.

Also on this page below is the LIT congress resolution on the liaison

committee

At the same time nobody
tried to hide the problems of
leadership in the LIT. For inst-
ance, it was not possible for the
out-going executive committee
to give a united report or a
document on the world econo-
mic and political situation and
the tasks of their seetions.

The congress was therefore
opened by speakers from each
of the four tendencies introduc-
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ing their own reports. The two
largest tendencies were the TR
(Reconstruction Tendency),
with its main leaders in Brazil,
and the TCN (New Course Ten-
dency), whose main leaders are
from Argentina. There were two
smaller and opposed tenden-
cies: the TT (Trotskyist Tenden-
cy), led by Bill Hunter in Bri-
tain, and the TBI (Bolshevik In-
ternationalist Tendency), based
in Columbia.

It would be an injustice to all
comrades in the LIT if I tried, in
this short report, to elaborate
the differences expressed at the
congress. Members of the TCN
and the TT warned of the danger
of liquidating the party when
the TR spoke of ‘unconscious
revolutions’ and of being in
favour of a more flexible
approach to blocs and fusions
with other groups and parties.

On the other hand TR mem-
bers, who had just led the fight
to break from the Workers
Party of Brazil and launch the
United Workers Socialist Party,
were fearful that the TCN would
miss opportunities in the rising
mass movement.

Here was a reflection of the
fact that we must learn to swim
with the new tide, but not get
drowned in it.

Dissolved

At the end of the congress the
two principal tendencies and the
TT dissolved. It was agreed that
discussion would continue on
South Africa, there was a joint
response to the situation in the
ex-USSR and eastern Europe,
and the problems of party build-
ing in the concrete conditions of
a number of countries. _

The TBI representatives, de-
claring that the LIT and all ten-
dencies in it had reneged on

Trotskyism, announced that
they would report back to the
Colombian section with a prop-
osal to split with the LIT-CI, and
agreed that if this was accepted
they would recommend amic-
able but not politically collabor-
ative relations.

A meeting in London of the
international secretariat of the
Workers International, on 10
July, agreed to translate the
documents of all the LIT tenden-
cies and have an open discus-
sion throughout the Workers In-
ternational’s membership. That
is the significance of the liaison
committee.

Linked

This development has arisen
now because there is the begin-
ning of a common understand-
ing that the rebuilding of the
workers’ movement at the
world level is intimately linked
to the reconstruction of the
Fourth International, and that
the collapse of Stalinism has
created new possibilities for this
reconstruction.

A letter to the LIT from the
Workers International in De-
cember 1993 said: ‘Our primary
concern is this: the aim which
we share, of overcoming the
long crisis of the Fourth Inter-
national, can and must now be
fought for under entirely new
conditions, and it is urgently
necessary to arrive at an under-
standing of these conditions
which will guide our revolution-
ary practice. . . .

‘We approach the discussion
only from this point of view:
through an open and frank dis-
cussion on perspectives, to all
take our responsibility as Marx-
ists for arriving at a common
understanding of the most cru-
cial struggles facing the work-

ing class, and in the very first
place, the key to all the strug-
gles, the fight to resolve the
crisis of revolutionary working-
class leadership. This is surely
the only basis for any regroup-
ment internationally.’ |

For over six decades work-
ers’ internationalism was se-
verely damaged by the counter-
revolutionary Stalinist bureauc-
racy in the former USSR and its
lieutenants throughout the
world.

After a long struggle by the
workers and some intellectuals
of the former USSR and eastern
Europe against this bureaucra-
cy (east Germany in 1953, Hun-
gary in 1956, Czechoslovakia in
1968), it finally collapsed in 1989.

Stalinism’s ‘socialism in one
country’ was exposed as a reac-
tionary theory that in practice
murdered, imprisoned and tor-
tured thousands of communists
and led to the defeats of the
workers in Spain, Germany and
China in the 1920s and 1930s.

New opportunities now open

- up for reconstruction of work-

ing-class revolutionary leader-
ship, but this can only be
achieved by clearing out of the
workers’ movement the trade
union and labour bureaucra-

~ cies, and the building of work-

ers’ independence from impe-
rialism, organisationally, poli-
tically and theoretically.

That is where the Fourth In-
ternational comes in — only a
party guided by the Marxist

Brazilian slum: Latin America has seen an upsurge of struggle

world outlook can analyse this
new situation and lead the work-
ing class in the struggle for
power.

~ Marxism is continued only in
the Fourth International, found-
ed in 1938 [led by Leon Trotsky!
out of the struggle of the Left
Opposition against Stalin and the
Stalinist bureaucracy.

But, like the working class
itself, the Fourth International
has suffered under the blows of
Stalinism. Weakened by the
murder of Leon Trotsky and
thousands of Left Opposition-
ists, the Fourth International
was relatively isolated from the
working class.

The explosions and splits ir
the Fourth International arising
from fundamental difference:
of principle could not be under
stood by most leading workers
who saw these splits as secta
rian divisions of the movement

In the new situation that wa
so clearly reflected at the LI”
congress, it will now be possibl
to explain the significance of th
history of those who have fough
for the rebuilding of the Fourt
International. This fight ha
been, and is, principally agains
those, such as the United Secre
tariat of Ernest Mandel and th
forces led by Pierre Lamber
who have had a long record ¢
capitulation to Stalinism and r¢
formism.

In this sense, the formatio
of the liaison committee ma:
ked a significant step forwarc
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Resolution of the LIT congress on the liaison committes

Considering:

1. That the International Workers
League — Fourth International (LIT) and
the Workers International to Rebuild the
Fourth International (WI) have developed a
joint intervention in the Workers Aid for
Bosnia campaign, and also a broader col-
laboration in various European countries;

2 That in the course of this political
collaboration the existence was demons-
trated of important agreements of principle
and programme summarised in the com-
mon understanding that the struggle to re-
solve the crisis of leadership of the world
proletariat, by rebuilding the Fourth Inter-

ruthless struggle against all the counter-
revolutionary apparatus and the liquida-
tionist revisionist currents which capitulate
to them. That the rebuilding of the Fourth
International is a struggle intimately linked
to the process of the reconstruction of the
workers’ movement at the world level;

3. That the Workers International has
sent a letter to the LIT proposing the forma-
tion of a liaison committee;

This fifth world congress of the LIT
resolves:

1. To salute the proposal of the WI as
very positive and to accept it.

2. To mandate the international execu-
tive committee to propose to the WI a

founding declaration of the said internatio
al liaison committee. This declaratic
should set out the programmatic and pol
tical agreements that exist now, indical
the need for deepening joint interventio:
and establish the way in which the continu
ty of the programmatic and political discu
sion between the two currents should |
developed. |

The central point of the said declar
tion should be to affirm that the goal of th
process is to explore the possibility
unifying our forces in a new internation
organisation so developing the fight
rebuild the Fourth International at a hig
er level.



