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SATURDAY 27 AUGUST 1994

Class struggle in South Africa

is the text of a leaflet issued by South African
kyists in preparation for last Tuesday’s stayaway
tion, called after the murder of a striker

ING WORKERS!

b Workers International condemns
ibrutal murder of striker A. Kilane by
ity guard hired by Cape Gas. We
that the death of the comrade has
drawn any reaction from the ANC-
Government of National Unity.

e voted in a new government, but
are still suffering under the same

mTHE KILLING OF

anti-worker practices. Workers still get
starvation wages and labour under
terrible conditions., Workers still face
police and other repression.

This is not what we have fought for!
The struggle of the workers continues!

We fully support the call for a STAY-
AWAY by the Chemical Workers Indust-
rial Union, and we support the union’s
demand for the firing of Cape Gas man-
aging directors, the prosecution of the

response security guards and financial
compensation for the Kilane family.

In addition we demand:

B The immediate scrapping of the
lock-out clause!

B Scrapping of disciplinary proce-
dures against strikers!

B Cape Gas must pay its workers a
living wage!

AN INJURY TO ONE IS AN
INJURY TO ALL!!

We call on all workers to discuss the
stayaway and to work out how best to
support it. On Tuesday 23 August, workers
will leave their workplaces to go to Com-

munity House (Salt River Rd) and will
march from there to Cape Gas at 9am.

In addition we call on all workers to
continue the struggle for a society in
which the working class and its fellow
poor will control the government and the
economy in the interest of society and
not in the interest of profit.

Lastly, we wish to call on all workers
to support the struggles of Kohler, Xac-
tics and Golden Arrow Bus workers, who
were dismissed a few years ago under
apartheid, for strike action.

They must get their jobs back!

Nb ‘Workers International News’ (no
2) is now on sale at R1.00!
B See back page.

murdered, closure of Sea Point armed

I-IAS been revealed that Labour MP Barry Sheer-
h, frontbench spokesperson on disabled rights,

a director of a company lobbying for big
ness.

s of Parliament . .

other issues or matters
ant to manufacturing
v trades unionists and

used to think that an
isation already existed for
purpose — the Labour

t was a party set up by
worganised working class to
parliament and oppose
which oppressed them.
times it was also intended
mote progressive legisla-
which improved health,
tion, safety at work and
other aspects of life.
grew out of the struggle
sacrifice of countless
kers over many
tions.

Opposing

thus developed deep roots
once, a thriving organisa-

in industrial areas like
's seat in Huddersfield.

But to participate in the pro-
: promoting or opposing

of
today a membership card
Labour Party is not

Fh have to wave a cheque
£5 000 pounds at ‘Made in

hm to get a look in.
Gas, Ford, Hanson,
MFI, Marks & Spencer and
UK are among 13 com-
\:b'ho have thought it

€.

and Rover have lent

company, called Made in the UK, which was formed
in August this year, says its aim is ‘to promote or
bills in parliament and to inform members of both
. on legislation (whether proposed
tual), policy initiatives, proposed policy initiatives and

BY BOB ARCHER

cars to the company and the
now private Yorkshire Electric-
ity has donated office space.

Sheerman’s assistant, Peter
Breen, denied that ‘Made in
Britain’ clashed with Labour
Party policies and added:
‘Barry Sheerman’s view is that
not talking to people does not
improve matters.’

Privilege

It certainly improves the
bank balance to talk to people
who are prepared to pay you
generously for the privilege.

But remember the old
adage: ‘He who pays the piper
calls the tune.’

Sheerman’s effrontery is
stupendous. Does he not even
worry that by parading around
as a Labour candidate he has
attracted the votes of workers,
the unemployed and their fami-
lies who hoped he would repre-
sent their interests?

Infactheis closer to the likes
of Hanson, a firm which special-
ises in buying up productive
businesses and ‘unbundling’
them.

This is a process which invol-
ves ruthless asset-stripping.
Profitable parts of the business
are sold off for a quick profit.
Others are closed down and the
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bour MP lobbies for big business

HO WILL SPEAK
FOR WORKERS?

The national march for RMT signal workers in London on 30 July: a support group is being built in east London. See p3

climate of fear thus engendered
is used to discipline the
remaining labour force to
accept speed-up and redundan-
cies.

Sheerman’s neighbour as a
Yorkshire MP is Graham
Riddick. He has co-signed with
Sheerman a letter touting for
‘Made in Britain’. Riddick
attracted a lot of adverse
comment recently when he was
accused of offering to ask par-
liamentary questions on behalf
of clients with £1,000 to spare.

Riddick is an open Tory.
Sheerman is merely the front
runner among today’s
‘electable’ Labour MPs.

It is time the working class
had a party worthy to represent
it, not just inside parliament,
but in every aspect of its life and
struggles.

The latest Bulletin (no 6) of Workers Aid for Bosnia contains
the following obituary, which it printed not just for one person,
but in memory of all the people of the former Yugoslavia who in
one way or another have resisted the descent into barbarism
and who have been destroyed by the war

In Memoriam
Mirjana Dizdarevic (1955-94)

In a Yugoslavia torn apart by fascist
barbarity | have only just learned of
the death of my friend Mirjana sev-
eral months ago. She was the
founder and cornerstone of the
Sarajevo Association in Paris.
Another victim of this horrible war.

Behind the youthful appearance
of this petite, modest young woman,
kindness itself, well educated and
yet self-effacing to the point of si-
lence, was hidden the strong nature

of an indomitable fighter. In Paris
she almost collapsed from fatigue
after days and nights of ceaseless
work which she took on quietly as
her duty to Sarajevo, the city of her
childhood, her youth, her loves.

Very sensitive, she had always
loved classical music, which she
had studied at the Academy of
Sarajevo, and for a period pre-
sented Radio Sarajevo before the
war. The cruel times demanded that
she abandon all this to become a
journalist and nurse, raising the

morale of her people in distress.
Finally, two years after leaving
Sarajevo, she had been able to
return for a week. The shock was
terrifying, she had a heart attack,
and on her return to Paris she fell
into a coma and never recovered
consciousness. Twenty-four hours
later she died.
| salute the memory of this
valiant fighter for a united, multi-
ethnic and democratic Bosnia in this
war against the vile chauvinists. A
war where Karadzic's fascists have
surpassed all the horrors of modern
times. The Bosnian working class
will forever remember the names ~*
its children — these ¢~ """
and honest intellectuals @ _ .......
their country’s struggle foi f‘( ""'8
Radoslav P,
B Copies of Bulletin No 6 are
(price 10p) from Workers Aid for
PO Box 9, Eccles SO, Salford M
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Backward step on
right to silence

‘THE complete abolition of the right to silence’ is how
the human rights organisation ‘Liberty’ describes the
proposed new caution that police would have to read
to suspects. :

The changed version, which warns suspects that they
‘do not have to say anything’ but that it may be that silence
‘strengthens the case against you', is in line with legal
changes proposed in the Criminal Justice and Public Order
Bill now back in front of the House of Commons.

A ‘Liberty’ spokesperson pointed out that ‘the new
caution will make it clear to anyone under interrogation that
there is a powerful onus to speak’.

In other words the new ‘caution’ is designed to intimidate
the ‘suspect’ and strengthen the hand of the police.

To smooth a path for the new Bill, a press campaign is
being whipped up highlighting notorious assault cases.
Police chiefs are quoted on how difficult it is to secure
convictions.

(In fact overweaning police confidence that the person
they have ‘nicked’ is the guilty party, and the frequently
dubious measures they take to get a guilty verdict, are
major reasons why defendants need all the protection they
can get.)

The Criminal Justice and Public Order Bill aims to give
the state unfettered and dictatorial powers against the very
substantial group of people who know from experience that
the law and the police operate not for them but against
them.

It will strengthen the already considerable legal powers
to break up strikes by dispersing pickets, interfering with
their right to travel round the country and show solidarity
with other workers’ struggles.

It is therefore above all a class measure inspired by
ruling-class hatred of the working class and all those in the
‘lower orders’ who have got out of the habit of tugging their
forelocks to authority.

It gives police new powers to terrorise travellers who
have either opted out or been driven out of a settled
existence.

It makes it easier for the police to crush the activities of
hunt saboteurs, making trespass a much more severe
offence. This will also affect squatters.

It enables the police to harry organisers of rave parties
and obstruct their right to passage along the highway.

It weakens the rights of environmental and other protest
groups, enabling the police to disrupt their work and bring
pressure on activists.

It adds to the already enormous pressure on refugees,
migrants, black people and other ethnic minority groups.

The new ‘caution’ gives the police great scope to ‘go
fishing’, pulling people in on suspicion and putting the onus
on them to account for their movements and activities.

The home secretary’s attempts to paint a picture of
society on the verge of being ovewhelmed by lawless
elements raises two questions.

First, if it is at all accurate, we must ask whether the kind
of society in which we live today can last long at all, if
extraordinary measures need to be taken to protect the
population against itself.

Secondly, what is the cause of all this alleged lawless-
ness? Does it not lie in the domination of capital over
society? Are not the real criminals those who stop at nothing
to sustain that domination?

The struggle against the Criminal Justice and Public
Order Bill must unite all those people it is seeking to
intimidate.

At the centre of the campaign must be the working class,
the only force that can lead the way to a new, socialist,
society.

Royal rumbles

‘¥YOU cannot be serious. | don’t even know how to use
a parking meter, let alone a phone box.’ This is how the

Letters

THE journalistic summary (‘No
compromise possible in
Serbian-Bosnian war’, 30 July)
of the long discussion on the
Serbian situation that I had with
the editorial comrades of Work-
ers Press is certainly the least
satisfactory way of handling the
matter.

For, in addition to problems
of oral translation, such inevit-
ably brief and meagre notes
about intricate problems —
where every shade of meaning
carries some weight — give the
impression of a string of cate-
gorical assertions, unexplained
and without the elaboration that
would enable Workers Press
readers to understand the real
situation.

I myself am partly responsi-
ble. An interview, or an article
by me, would have been much
better. Pending an opportunity
to return to the question in more
detail, I should like to correct
two points.

As regards the Balkan situa-
tion as a whole — for long the
chief international problem, in
which all the factors within the
Balkans (Bosnia, Serbia,
Croatia, Kosovo, Macedonia,
Albania, Greece, Turkey, Bul-
garia . . .) are, like those outside
the Balkans (European Union,
US, Russia, United Nations . . .),
closely interwoven in a contra-
dictory and conflicting way —
the article gave the impression
that I was making forecastsina
simplistic manner.

Now, in the Balkans today,
as everywhere else, prophecy is
tantamount to charlatanry. I
am even less skilled at political
speculation. That I live in Ser-
bia gives me still less right to
claim to see the whole picture,
for those in the midst of turmoil
or war, while fitting together a
host of daily facts that fall with-
in their sight and hearing, are
less able to analyse the whole
picture than those outside.

Thus it is amazing to see how
many participants in World War
11, on different sides, have still
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Two clarifications on
former Yugoslavia

not grasped the essential char-
acter of that war half a century
later, though they can tell you
their recollections of it for days
on end.

There are too many unknown
factors involved in the former
Yugoslavia for anyone, Marxist
or not, to be able to declare with
certainty that this or that will
happen. Quite simply, as Marx-
ists, we can and must try to see
further, to analyse the trends in
the class struggle as it exists
now, so as to prepare, organise
and equip the working class
politically for the future.

Qur role is not to speculate on
what the imperialists, small and
large, will or will not agree on
for the former Yugoslavia. We
start from the interests of the
entire working class as the only
valid criterion for diplomatic
agreements, military tactics,
and social reforms.

THUS, as regards Macedonia
being ‘now a US military base’,
a totally false conclusion could
be drawn as to our position.

Macedonia has been dis-
armed by Serbia, which has re-
covered the military arsenal of
the old federal army, while ren-
dering the non-mobile elements
(airports, radar, etc.) unusable.

Macedonia woke up to find
itself, like Bosnia, stripped
absolutely bare on all its bor-
ders: without an army, without
equipment, without anything.
At the same time it had to en-
dure strong diplomatic press-
ure, military provocations, and
economic embargoes from its
neighbours, the Serb and Greek
petty imperialists, who in the
collective nationalist hysteria,
deny the Macedonian people the
right even to their name.

So the weak authority of

‘Third Period’
revisited

RAYMOND Challinor’s reply
(30 July) to my letter of 16 July
brings back memories of a
period earlier than World War
11, the so-called ‘Third Period’.

In the late 1920s and early
1930s, Communists said that
there was no point in defending
‘bourgeois democracy’ against
fascism.

Indeed, fascism had already
arrived in Germany years
before Hitler took power, so why
all the fuss about taking special
measures to prevent a Nazi
victory?

Didn’t the governments of
Briining and Schleicher rule by
emergency decree? What could
Hitler do worse than that?

They learnt.

In the Far East the Burmese
nationalists, having learnt the

hard way that, as between the
Allies and the Japanese impe-
rialists, it was not even a matter
of ‘six of one and half-a-dozen of
the other’, switched their
alliance to our camp.

True, having won independ-
ence for their country that way,
they eventually installed the
oppressive regime which now
rules Burma — but that’s
another story, like the conflicts
post-war in Indonesia and Indo-
China mentioned by Challinor.

In my letter I pointed out
that, without D-Day, western
Europe would have either
remained under Hitler’s boot or
fallen under Stalin’s.

Challinor does not comment
on the latter possibility which
existed in 1944.

After all, I suppose, Stalin,
while exterminating French
Trotskyists, would have nation-
alised the means of production
in France.

Brian Pearce
New Barnet, Herts

[Macedonian President] Gligor-
ov, like that of [Bosnian Presi-
dent] Izetbegovic, falls little by
little into dependence on the US.
Can you blame someone who is
the prey of two bandits for seek-
ing the help of a third?

Washington, for its part, has
every interest in putting down
roots in Macedonia, the junc-
tion-point of intense conflicts
threaten US interests in the re-
gion. So it has sent officers, ex-
perts, advisers, observers.

Therefore the shorthand ex-
pression ‘US military base’,
which was used in the Workers
Press article, is wrong, because
exaggerated.

In these few lines I am not
seeking to explain the intricate
Macedonian problem, but to eri-
ticise this simplistic phrase in
reference fo it.

MY OTHER clarification con-
cerns the anti-war group in Bel-
grade. While it is a politically
diverse mixture with a common
programme, this group con-
tains those who are at present
the most honest and bravest
among the Serbian people.

We Trotskyists support them
unconditionally in their fight
against this dirty war in Bosnia.
I have many criticisms of them,
but I also have respect for them.

So I am neither the origina-
tor of, nor do I subscribe to, that
scornful description ‘collective
psychotherapy group’ flung in
their direction by one of their
own supporters, rather dis-
appointed by their having mark-
ed time for the past two years.

Still less do I suggest that
this group should become the
Serbian ‘Petofi Circle’. That
would amount to sticking bits of
history together in the manner
of a cubist collage.

The upsurge of the Hunga-
rian working class in 1956
caused the intellectuals boldly
to call in question the whole
Rakosi regime from a socialist
standpoint, discarding all
taboos, carrying with them the
student youth, and thus creating

the political ferment of the Octo-
ber revolution.

In spite of that élan and intel-
lectual daring, they did not
attain a party capable of lead-
ing the revolution.

Serbia, 40 years later, is dis-
appointed in socialism through
the barbaric abuse that the Ser-
bian bureaucracy has made of it.
Without any big idea about the
future, the Belgrade group clings
to fashionable ideological formu-
las (human rights, a state based
on law, pluralism, tolerance . . .)
in order to keep going, but does
not really believe in them.

This internal impotence,
together with strict surveillance
by the authorities — who do not
hesitate to burgle, threaten, and
intimidate with fascist gangs —
means their isolation has be-
come a way of life.

They say nothing about the
big problems — socialism, pri-
vatisation, Church attempts to
muscle in on the schools, Koso-
vo, the situation of the working
class — since there is a danger
of internal cleavages and exter-
nal repression.

The Saturday midday meet-
ings are deliberately closed to
any discussion. The students do
not turn up. The group’s leaders
often go abroad, to Vienna and
Paris, but they are never seen in
the Serbian provinces.

The group confines itself to
individual statements. There is
no question of any political re-
solution whatever, however li-
mited, drawing the whole of the
group into a common and co-
ordinated field of activity.

As to consistent organisa-
tional work, it is better for me to
say nothing about it. Separated
from the working class, as
many parties flourish as there
are individual intellectuals.

So our objective, or wish, is
not to manufacture an artificial
‘Petofi Circle’ — as the report
might suggest — but to re-estab-
lish the independent strength
and consciousness of the Ser-
bian working class, so that all
the intellectuals’ energy, talent,
culture and boldness shall find
their true expression, and not to
summon up this disgraceful

image of ‘group
psychotherapy’.

R. Pavlovic

Serbia

New Trotsky
journal

THAT the readings of Trotsky
are still relevant to today's
struggles is born out by the
appearance of the ‘Journal of
Trotskyist Studies’, published
by the Institute of East
European Studies at Glasgow
University.

Number two is bigger and
better than number one and
includes a translation by Brian
Pearce of a lengthy piece
written in 1907 and called ‘In
Defence of the Party’.

I was particularly impressed

by Trotsky’s attacks on those
who sought the way forward by
a split.

On page 88 he asks the
question: ‘Does the way out
really lie through a split, and not
through a system of tireless
compromises, each of which is a
step towards unity in the class
struggle?’

On page 89 he adds: ‘. . . but
seeking the way out through a
split is like cutting off one’s head
in order not to comb one’s hair’.

And on page 90 he talks about
‘this erime against the Russian
Revolution and the internation-
al proletariat’.

When will we ever learn?

John P. Mathieson
Glenrothes, Fife
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Monthly Fund

Make a push for the August fund!

Following a Summer break we are really just starting to collect our
August fund, and there is a lot of ground to catch up.

Workers Press editor Mike Cooke has been with a convoy to
Bosnia. Our South African comrades are active in the big strike
movement. Our suppliers dont seem to understand it's a ‘holiday
season’. Bills keep rolling in as usual So please make sure regular

Princess of Wales attempted to counter the accusation
that she had wandered around Kensington making
nuisance telephone calls to a millionaire art-dealer
friend of her estranged husband.

Many of us wish all the royal family would elect to
exercise the right of silence on a permanent basis. In a
world still reeling from the massacres in former Yugoslavia

Bookcentres

Central London

28 Charlotte St ||| BOOKCELLAR

Secondhand basement

»

and Rwanda, who on earth wanis 0 see a single drop of
printing ink wasted on a woman who is actually proud of
being totally incompetent and aloof from cay-io-Gcay exist-
ence (not to mention her ineffable husband)?

But the dysfunctional shenanigans of the Windsor clan
nevertheless have a message for those of us who do have
to master pay-phones, bootlaces and other such drab
sActicalities.

Profound crisis of imperialism isn’t just something
. -wle ‘over there’, in Africa and south-eastern Europe. It
is connected with a deep degeneration in the ruling class
here

The royals are worthy representatives of a sick class.

are paid in promptly, then have another careful look to see

what extra heip you can give or

Bob Archer

get
Send money %o: Workers Press, PO Box 735, London SW8 1YB.

YORK WAY

Coming soon

SATURDAY-SUNDAY 24-25 SEP-
TEMBER: 'Towards a Working
Class Politics'. Coventry conference
of the Revolutionary Socialist Net-
work. Addresses major issues for
socialists attempting to analyse the
political situation in Britain and adv-
ance the workers’ movement. The
final session is intended to produce

practical results — both political and
organisational. Contact for booking
form: Dave Spencer, 17 Winifred
Avenue, Earlsdon, Coventry CUS
6JT (tel: 0203 676614). Starts on
the Saturday at 10.30am, Barras
Green social club, Coventry Street,
Coventry CV2 4NA. Cost £4/£1
unwaged.

London W1P 1HJ
071-636 3532

Brixton
10-12 Atlantic Rd
London SW9 8HY

071-274 8342

Trotskyist bookshops
Fast order service

bookstore

POLITICS FICTION ARTS MEDIA

OPEN T1AM - 6FM MON_ TO SAT
BELOW HOUSMANE BOOKSHDF
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BY PETER GIBSON

THE effect of the deregulation of bus
rvices on safety standards on the
is now a major problem.

The Yellow Bus Company in Hull was
an extension of its operator’s
ce from three buses to four at a
t hearing in front of the local traffic
issioner.

In the last 19 months, three of Yellow
's vehicles had been given prohibi-
tion notices because of faults that made
them unsafe.

. One of its 12-seater buses was taxed
a2s a private vehicle rather than as a
Hackney Carriage. It displayed no tax

Midland Choice Travel has had its
us operator’s licence reduced.

In Manchester, the traffic commis-
er reduced the length of another

company s licence because its buses had

-had nine prohibition notices in two

years.

TAJ Coaches of Walsall was called to
appear before the Birmingham traffic
commissioner because of a complaint
about its insurance. The firm did not
show up.

The same traffic commissioner has
suspended Banga Travel’s operator’s li-
cence. Of the firm’s five buses, one blew
up its engine on the way to be tested;
others had defective tyres and loose
batteries.

Charges

Three drivers for A. Wray and Sons,
and the company, appeared before the
Harrogate magistrates to face charges
of not keeping proper records of driving
hours.

All 12 of the firm's drivers face simi-
lar allegations, and the company is ac-

cused of permitting 27 of the alleged
offences. However, the magistrates
ruled there was no case to answer.

This picture of unsafe vehicles and
tired drivers has even reached the South
East Region of the TUC (SERTUCQC),
whose transport committee has wel-
comed the House of Lords amendments
to the Deregulation Bill which would
mean more bus companies losing their
operator’s licence for breaches of driv-
ers’ hours regulations.

The committee said it had had re-
ports of 236 coaches checked by Depart-
ment of Transport officials on the M5
motorway. Fifty per cent of them were
found to have defects.

It also had a report on the crash of a
coach on the M2 motorway in Kent
where nine passengers and the driver
were killed.

In that case it was reported that the
speed limiter had been disconnected, the
brakes were defective, and the driver
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Bus deregulation means profit before safety

had breached the drivers’ hours regula-
tions.

SERTUC has made a call for the
enforcement of the regulations to pro-
tect both passengers and drivers.

Standards

Mick Connolly, SERTUC secretary,
said: ‘Safety standards were laid down
to protect the lives of drivers and pas-
sengers. If they are not enforced, the
lives of all will be put in jeopardy.’

The result of ‘market forces’ is to do
just that. No sentiment in business
means no one's safety may be allowed to
get in the way of making a profit.

If the law gets in the way of making
a profit, then the law must be changed,
say the employers.

The effects of this are now clear for
all to see.

But our lives are more important
than their profits.

E. London
supports
signal
workers

BY MARTIN WESTWOOD

WE hold our nerve we
grasp a complete vic-
ry. We have a choice —
er we stand firm or we
ow the bosses to smash
ective trade unionism,’
id signalworkers’ union
der Peter Skelly, at a
ting called by activists
trade unionists in east
don last Wednesday to
port the signal workers.
Skelly, who is a national
ecutive member of the
ational Union of Rail,
aritime and Transport
orkers (RMT), detailed the
roductivity sacrifices
ready made by signal
rkers:

“There used to be 121 sig-
boxes between King's
ss and Edinburgh, there
now three. There has
n a 47 per cent increase
productivity since 1984.
ce 1986 we have suffered
30 per cent loss of signal-
rkers’ jobs.’

Contrasting the sacrifices
ade by his members with ers,

assistance be given to strik-
and trades unionists

Tower Hamlets trades council and Newham council workers
from east London joined the recent RMT march in London

Parkside

pit camp
closes

THE women’s camp fighting
against the closure of Parkside
colliery in Lancashire closed
down last weekend.

A small group of very deter-
mined women and their suppor-
ters had sustained the camp for
20 months.

They fought to stop the con-
tractors from closing the plt
down and they faced legal in-
junctions, eviction by bailiffs
and the award of legal costs
against them.

Now the stone that will be
poured down the mineshaft to
block it for ever is on site, de-
spite their long struggle, and the
conveyors that are to deliver it
in a 48-hour continuous process
are in position.

Masses of electrical, electro-
nic and mechanical equipment
has simply been abandoned
underground.

Last

‘We know the pit is beyond
redemption now’, Berni Cava-
nagh told Workers Press last
week. ‘This was the last coal
mine in Lancashire.

‘Nobody in Lancashire will
ever go down a mineshaft
again.’

The camp wound up last
Saturday night with a rally.
Some of the speeches will be
printed in future issues of Work-
ers Press.

The campaign still continues
its appeal fund to cover legal
costs faced by Sylvia Pye, sing-
led out by the courts as one of
the main organisers of the
camp. :

So far donations have come
not only from Britain but also
abread, including US minewor-
kers.

Cheques payable to the Syl-
via Pye National Appeal Fund
should be sent to Berni Cava-
nagh, Common Road Nurseries,
Newton-le-Willows, Merseyside
WAI12 9JJ.

From last yea's coal campaign

AVAILABLE SOON

greed of the Railtrack
ses, he explained that it
d cost £66 million to set up
iltrack and £7 million to
up their new offices.

‘It would cost £9 million to
e this claim,’ he said.
Bitterly critical of the
bour Party’s failure to
port the signalworkers,
lly warned that if the
bour Party abandoned
working class it would
ver be elected again.
Calling for support from
Labour movement, he
anded that resolutions
sent to the TUC in support
the strike, financial

should join the march of sig-
nal workers and Arrows-
mith strikers at the opening
of this year’s TUC.

The meeting planned
activities in east London for
the next two weeks.

These include public col-
lections at a number of tube
stations and the production
and distribution of leaflets.

B A commitment was
also given to build for the
next meeting of the support
group, which is to take place
on Monday 5 September at
7.30pm at the British Rail
Staff Club, Angel Street,
Stratford, east London.

An essential pamphlet:
‘Defend Workers Aid for

Bosnia’

A Workers International pamphlet

Plus postage: UK 20p

Orders to ‘Workers International’, PO Box 735, London SW8 1YB.

WOREKERS PRESS reports
‘with deep regret the death at 41
of John Young, a former mem-
ber of the Workers Revolution-
ary Party in south-west
. John became a subscriber
%0 Workers Press in the early
1570 following a door-to-door
gamvassing campaign on the
Boehampton council estate
were he lived.

The paper at that time was
pubiished daily by the Socialist
fabour League (SLL). In 1974,

John Young

when many workers, intellec-
tuals and young people turned
to Trotskyism during the strug-
gle against the Heath govern-
ment and especially the anti-
trade union Industrial Rela-
tions Act, the SLL founded a
new organisation, the Workers
Revolutionary Party (WRP).

John joined the new party at
its founding conference and be-
came very active in the Putney
branch.

People who worked with
him closely at the time

emphasise that his interest in
politics was very strong indeed
and that he was always keen to
confront profounder political
questions.

Like many other's, John
found it impossible to stay in
the WRP in the late 1970s and
he dropped out of activity.

In 1985 he learned of the
expulsion of WRP leader Gerry
Healy on charges of violence
and slander against and sexual
abuse of party members. John
rejoined the WRP and worked

enthusiastically for it.

He attended the conference
in Budapest in 1990 which
founded the Workers Interna-
tional to Rebuild the Fourth
International.

John later developed dis-
agreements with the direction
the WRP and the Workers In-
ternational were taking, and
again dropped out of the party.

We deeply regret his death
and sympathise with his family
and his partner, Derek, for
their loss.

Price 50p

Europe 50p
Air mail zone 1 £1.00
Air mail zone 2 £1.20

WORKERS PRESS IS THE PAPER OF THE
WORKERS REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
Please send me information about the WRP

Send to: PO Box 735, London SW8 1YB
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Skirting the
fruth

[HAT woman in Tuzla has turned
p again! Not one of the many
efugees from Serb fascists’ ‘ethnic
deansing’, nor the district trades
mions’ secretary I met there, nor
he young women serving with
al Bosnian forces. A ‘Guardian’
rt last year quoted a woman in
town complaining that Muslim
gees had sworn at her when she
pent out in a mini-skirt.
.~ The ‘Guardian’s’ Yigal Chazan
aid Tuzla people feared that
bittered refugees from the coun-
side might alter their town’s
::lle[:‘rn, secular culture. Tuzla is a
ining and industrial area with a
rking-class political tradition.
the last elections people voted
the Social Democrats and their

B.
When the Spartacist League's
orkers Hammer’ (September
tober 1993) cited the woman

'd been sworn at by refugees, I
arked on its ability to overlook
ands of horrific rapes and tor-
s committed by Serb fascists
its focusing on this case (‘De-
perate Liars’, Inside Left, 9 Octo-
1993). I said the Sparts weren’t
ied about what made people
refugees, or drove them to-
religious extremes.
Almost a year later, the unfor-

te woman who can’t go out in -

mini-skirt has turned up again,
the US Spartacist League’s
m ‘Workers Vanguard’, which
laims Workers Aid for Bosnia is
ing supplies for the bourgeois-
ionalist Bosnian Muslim reg-
e, with British and French
rialist troops riding shotgun’
t’s Behind “Workers Aid for
_Lsnja”‘, ‘Workers Vanguard' 5
jmgust).
| This time, Muslim refugees
't mentioned. Instead, alleging
: villages around Tuzla ‘have
gen razed to the ground’ and Serbs
Elen out of the town, ‘Workers
guard’ asserts that ‘the pre-
inant political force there is
the Muslim nationalist Party
Democratic Action’. (And to
ink Tuzla citizens are awaiting
outcome of elections!) ‘Pointing
the growing presence of Islamic
remists’, ‘Workers Vanguard’
on, ‘one Tuzla woman com-
ined: ‘I can’t wear a mini-skirt
the street without them swearing
me”. . .’ Yes, it’s her again.
ly, the Sparts are hard up for
facts about Bosnia, let alone
arguments for their cowardly,
filled smears against the Bos-
jan working class.

ORKERS Vanguard’ refers to a
voy report-back ‘conference in
on’ (it was in Manchester, but
erhaps they’re as ignorant of
ern England as of northern
Egila); it says Workers Press
arly runs banner headlines
lading “‘Timex to Tuzla' seeking
link a defeated Timex strike in
potland to the Bosnian mining
pnmunity which is the recipient
 their campaign’.
' That was last year. The locked-
it Timex workers did support the
pst convoy, which was launched
pm Dundee. And since the Sparts,
ke ‘International Workers Bulle-
8", have accused Workers Aid of
enning supplies’ for the Bosnian
wernment, it’s nice of them to
fmit that the supplies went to
gners in Tuzla!
‘The more aid the international
prking class gets to embattled
psnian workers, the more we help
em resist reactionary political
essures within Bosnia, as well as
rb Chetnik and Croat Ustashi fas-
gt aggression. The more the
rking-class movement takes on
ch international tasks, the more
} muscle will grow to finish off
scism everywhere.
Charlie Pottins

At the end of July, Lambeth council in south London

consequences

WP: What was CALA and why was
it set up?

MR: We set up CALA in 1985. The
idea was to bring together refugees
and migrants, whether they were
from Africa or Latin America. We
brought people together who had a
common history of exploitation and
oppression in an effort to provide
them with technical skills in order
to get decent jobs or further their
education.

We brought people together to
talk about their problems. But also
we needed to get people to work
together on a day-to-day basis,
learning together and sharing ex-
periences. So we set up this train-
ing centre.

People remained* within their
given structures. We had to go
through all of this until people’s
life-experiences showed them that
it was necessary to come together.

It was at the end of 1989 that we
moved to our present premises. We
then launched the training aspect
of our work, setting up a computer
training centre.

In fact CALA has three projects.
Apart from the computer training
project, it has a legal advice unit
and a research arm that tries to
generate funds to subsidise our
other activities. For example, we
have just completed a major sur-
vey on HIV-AIDS awareness
among Latin Americans in south-
west London.

Our members and supporters
give us donations and many volun-
teers come in here to assist us.

The idea was to be able to offer
free training to refugees and mig-
rants and other sections of the
ethnic minority population in Lam-
beth and the surrounding area who
would not otherwise have had a
chance of gaining access to such
training. This involved training in
word processing and use of data

Local Labour MP Kate Hoey at the launch of the computer training project

withdrew its grant from the Caribbean, African and Latin
American Centre (CALA), a leading refugee community
organisation in the borough. This was the culmination of
along history of indifference and hostility on the part of
Lambeth council to the needs of black people in the
borough. Workers Press spoke to CALA’s administrator,
MIKE RAHMAN, about this withdrawal of grant and its

bases and spreadsheets. Our aim
was to provide a level of training
that took into account a person’s
cultural, linguistic and other back-
ground.

We have a centre that functions
on a day-to-day basis with very
little funding from the council. The
council does not recognise the ex-
tent to which people are forced to
organise themselves to provide ser-
vices that ought properly to be pro-
vided by the state. There is no
justice, no basic rights. People
have to come here with their num-
erous problems — claims that peo-
ple have not paid their poll tax,
people threatened with deporta-
tion, etc. These people depend on
this centre because other bodies
such as the Citizens Advice
Bureaux are being closed down.

We are trying to get away from
a situation where, after six months
being unemployed, people are sent
away on ‘training courses’ that
take no account of whether they
like what they are doing or whether
they will get a job. People are sim-
ply taken off the dole so that the
figures will look better.

There is great pressure in the
community to create conditions
where people can take care of each
other. We come from countries
where there is a great sense of
community. All this talk by the
government about taking care of
the community is a load of rubbish.
The first thing the Conservatives
and Liberals did in this borough
was to cut the grant to community
organisations that were already
under- funded. [The council has
been ruled by an alliance of Liber-
als and Tories since the recent elec-
tions.]

People are making a tremen-
dous contribution to the delivery of
services, ones that should have
been provided by the local author-

the cc

ity. The time is coming when peo-
ple are going to take action. Black
people are not going to sit back and
let the political parties take them
for granted. They are going to
organise among themselves to take
political power in the borough.

Councillors were elected to
carry out the wishes of the people
but, along with the council officers,
they have shown themselves to be
inhuman,

WP: What have your relations
with the council been like?

MR: We tried to get a grant from
Lambeth council, the first time in
1990. It refused to grant one, claim-
ing that the British Refugee Coun-
cil in Brixton was offering training.

We asked that a feasibility study
be carried out to find out what other
needs were not being catered for, in
order to expand our existing pro-
jects. We went to an open council
meeting in 1990, when Labour was
then in office. Anna Tapsell, now
leader of the Labour group, was
chair of the committee where we
argued our case.

She accepted the officers’ posi-
tion. You.can see how far back the
Labour councillors were collobor-
ating with the officer. They took the
position of the officers lock, stock
and barrel. We soon recognised
that there was no point trying to
convince the councillors. The peo-
ple we needed to win over were the
officers. We finally brought them
down here and when they saw what
we were actually doing they were
convinced. They accepted that
there was no need for a feasibility
study.

They came up with the idea of
a much wider survey over the
whole borough — taking into
account unemployment and other
problems. At the time I was chair
of the Lambeth Refugee Working
Party. Although it was set up by the
council, it refused to provide any
funds. It was a ‘quango’ that tried
to fool people into thinking that the
council was really interested in the
problems of refugees.

We had already decided in the
working party that we should carry
out out a study to find out what was
happening in the world of refugees,
so that we could then force changes
in council policies. So I offered to do
a free pilot study

We have had a long-running bat-
tle with the council over such things
as the ‘Premises Forum’. This
aimed to put all the buildings in the
borough in a register, including de-
tails such as location and what they
could be used for. This would have
provided information to anybody

to

The computer training project set up b

who wanted to buy or rent such
premises for their use. This was
unilaterally closed down by the
then Labour council.

Our present struggle is a politic-
al struggle. As community activ-
ists we are finding ourselves forced
to challenge people who are sup-
posed to be our allies; that is what
Labour is supposed to be. This is
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funding to refugee centre

f CALA gives free training to refugees,migrants and others. The council used a technicality to stop the project’s grant

why Labour lost the last election in
the borough — they lost the support
of people like us and our suppor-
ters.

WP: What happened to the study
on refugees?

MR: We started to complain that it
was our idea and that we had car-
ried out the pilot study, but that the

council was not allowing us to get
involved in it. Even now, after
more. than three years, we know
nothing about what happened to it.
We have written to the director and
other junior officers and past coun-
cillors. We have not had a re-
sponse: when you phone you get the
ansaphone. When you write letters
or faxes to them you get no reply.

The same with the councillors. This
is a symptom of what is happening
throughout the borough.

WP: What happened about CALA
and what has led to the withdrawal
of its grant?

MR: We finally got a grant for
CALA, although we missed the first
year’s grant because of maladmi-

Trainees at the CALA centre

nistration by the council. It took 15
months to give us our first payment
and so we lost approximately
£15,000. None of this has been taken
into account by council officers or
councillors. "

The present issue arose over the
ordering of computer equipment. I
should point out that we were given
three weeks to place this order,
whereas the council had taken
some 15 months to decide on the
grant.

We commissioned someone to
order the equipment. Since no one
on CALA’s management commit-
tee had the necessary expertise or
time to supply the relevant invoices
and purchase the equipment in
such a short time.

We believe that council officers
and councillors had simply decided
to withdraw our grant. We believe

* that they have not acted fairly or

‘The council does not
recognise the extent
to which people are

forced to organise
themselves to provide
services that ought
properly to be
provided by the state.’

justly and have not takei the over-
all situation into account.

At no time did the person com-
missioned to purchase the equip-
ment inform CALA’s management
committee that he was connected
with a company and that his name
appeared on one of the three in-
voices supplied to the council.

As soon as the management
committee was officially informed
by the council it immediately co-
operated fully with the investiga-
tion.

The council also complained
that not everything on the original
invoice was actually purchased.
This may have been true for a few
small items of software because
there were improvements there be-
tween asking for the equipment and
actually making the purchases.
But again there was no question of

corruption. The council officers
complained that the grant liaison
officer concerned had not been in-
formed about these changes, which
were in any case minor ones.

WP: Have you had a chance to
answer these charges?
MR: In no way. CALA has been
denied any right to see the report
from the auditor that led to the
withdrawal of the grant. Nor did we
have the chance to see the officers’
report that was placed before the
council’s environmental services
committee, which took the decision
to withdraw our grant. We were not
even told that the report was com-
ing to the committee. Nor have any
of the relevant council officers dis-
cussed these matters with CALA.
In other words, all principles of
natural justice have been broken.
There was great pressure to stop
me from even speaking to the com-
mittee meeting. The chair of that
meeting, Councillor Cathy Ashley,
granted me three minutes — a lot
of which was lost because of inter-
ruptions by Conservative council-
lors.

WP: How do you see the future of
this fight?

MR: The Conservatives and the
Liberals have made clear that they
will use their term of office to cut
services even more drastically.
The Liberals are trying to carry out
the same sort of racist policies as
they have in Tower Hamlets. But
there is a lot of ferment in the
borough and we are not going to
tolerate it. d

Black people are in a majority in
this borough. We will force the
council to commit itself to its equal
opportunities policy and fight
against any disciminatory legisla-
tion or policies that affect the black
and ethnic minority communities
at large.

A number of organisations have
already expressed their support
and have appealed on our behalf.
We don’t want to personalise this
fight or to focus it just on CALA. We
want to widen it. There will inevit-
ably be further drastic cuts that

~will hit community organisations

and that is why we want to widen
the campaign.

There are serious battles to be
fought; ours happened to be the
first.

5
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Standing up for
what’s right

THE central feature of the wel-
come second issue of the ‘Jour-
nal of Trotsky Studies', just
published, is the first English
translation of Trotsky's ‘In De-
fence of the Party' (1906-07).

Translated and edited by
Brian Pearce, this early and
hitherto little-known work runs
to about 60,000 words.

A sort of pendant to Trots-
ky’s ‘Results and Prospects’, it
contains a number of letters and
polemical pieces besides the
article that gives it its name.
One section quotes almost the
whole of Karl Kautsky’'s 1906
article in ‘Neue Zeit' on ‘The
Driving Forces of the Russian
Revolution’

From the remarkable vigour
and passion of the writing —
which I assume are reflected in
and not embellished by Pear-
ce's elegant translation — it is
easy to see how Trotsky came to
be nicknamed ‘The Pen’ by his
readers. Just one example,
which casts a vivid anticipatory
light on Trotsky’'s later stand
against Stalinism:

‘My thinking is based on our
Party as it actually exists. . . .
I have in mind this Party, with
all the tendencies and trends
within it, with its internal differ-
ences and factional frictions, its
mistakes and extremisms in the
process of development, with all
the maladies of its political
growth.

‘I have in mind . . . that real
common cause which transforms
all these trends and factions in
the complex process of the fusion
of socialism with the mass move-
ment of the proletariat.

‘Inside this Party I take up a
definite position at each given
moment. [ stand up for what 1
think right and fight and fight
against what I think mistaken.

‘But in my inner-Party strug-
gle I always feel beneath my
feet the ground of common
Party experience, based on the
achievements and traditions of
our Party.’

The sentence I have emphas-
ised, written when he was 27,
seems to me not only to sum up
Trotsky’'s entire life and career
— hence, I suppose, those refer-
ences to his ‘arrogance’ and ‘con-
ceit’ by individuals not worthy ‘to
unloose his shoe's latchet’ — but
also to describe rather well the
sort of recruits that a revolution-
ary working-class party should
strive to win to its ranks.

THERE is much else of interest
in this second issue of the ‘Jour-
nal of Trotsky Studies’.

Ienjoyed Alan Wald’s article
on Trotsky’s ‘Literature and Re-
volution’, sub-titled ‘Leon Trots-
ky’'s contributions to Marxist
cultural theory and literary
criticism’.

Trotsky's work, according to
Wald, shows both the authentic
character of the liberating
potential that was crushed by
Stalinism, ‘as well as the heroic
legacy of an effort to defend
artistic integrity on Marxist
principles’.

Wald reminds us that what
we know as ‘Literature and Re-
volution’ is only the first part of
a longer work, whose second
part consists of essays written
between 1908 and 1914 which
have not yet been translated
into English.

Wald pays a generous tribute
to Cliff Slaughter’s ‘Marxism,
Ideology and Literature’ (1980),
which he calls ‘a fine study of
Trotsky's views on the relation
between art and ideology’.

Andy Durgan’s ‘Trotsky, the
POUM and the Spanish revolu-
tion’, is a useful and extremely
well-referenced summary,
which concludes that, despite
his lack of information (‘or even
the possession of ‘“misinforma-
tion™"), *‘much of Trotsky’'s gen-
eral writings on Spain are high-
Iy perceptive’.

The book reviews include a
short notice by Gerd Placke of
Pierre Broué's ‘Léon Sedov, fils
de Trotsky’ (1993), and a severe
— over-severe, some may feel —
appraisal of “The Trotsky Rean-
praisal’, edited by Terry Brothe -
stone and Paul Dukes (1992).

PERSONAL

COLUMN

Annual subscriptions (£5 for’

individuals) should be sent to:
The Editors, ‘Journal of Trotsky
Studies’, Institute of Russian &
East European Studies, Glasgow
University, 29 Bute Gardens,
Glasgow G12 8RS, Scotland.

Clutching at
a straw

A FEW weeks ago (16 July) I
wrote that ‘any sort of nonsense
is repeated . . . in order to avoid
acknowledging the Arab and
African contributions’ to the de-
velopment of musie, including
European music.

Here’s another example. Mar-
garet Anne Doody, professor of
English at Vanderbilt University,
writes in the ‘London Review of
Books’ (18 August) that ‘The play-
ing of the guitar so necessary to
pop music comes from Spain,
while the sliding string techni-
que, universal now, comes from
Hawaii’'.

Well, yes, the guitar ‘comes
from Spain’ in the immediate
sense, but even so elementary a
reference work as ‘Pears Cyclo-
paedia’ has, to its eredit, caught
up with the fact that this instru-
ment ‘was originally brought to
Spain by the Moors’.

By ‘the sliding string techni-
que’ Doody evidently means the
trick of sliding a knife blade, or
the broken-off and annealed top
of a whisky bottle, along a guitar
string to make a characteristic
whining or ringing sound.

It's now some 25 years since
the ethnomusicologist David
Evans proved that this techni-
que, among black musicians in
the southern states of the US,
derives from a children’s instru-
ment known in some areas as
the ‘bo diddley’.

Children would stretech a
length of wire along a fence and
fix it so that they could play
tunes on it with a Kknife or a
glass. Similar children’s instru-
ments have been reported from,
and recorded in, various parts
of Africa.

Many of the older generation
of blues players have told how
they constructed an instrument
of this kind before graduating to
a home-made ‘banjo’ or ‘guitar’
by cobbling together various dis-
carded domestic implements,

One of these veterans, the
great Gus Cannon, played haunt-
ingly beautiful ‘slide banjo’ in one
1927 solo recording before mak-
ing that astonishing series of 78s
with Cannon’s Jug Stompers,
perhaps the greatest of the Mem-
phis-based jug bands.

Now, it's just possible that
Gus Cannon visited Hawaii in
his childhood or youth, and the
same can be said of Blind Willie
McTell, Tampa Red, and all
those other early exponents of
slide guitar, including that un-
named slide guitarist heard by
W.C. Handy on a Mississippi
railway station around the year
1900.

Possible, but extremely
unlikely.

How strange that learned
professors still clutch at any
fragile straw to avoid having to
acknowledge the African contri-
butions to music, language, and
much else.

A blow to
scholarship

I'VE just seen the appalling
news that the British Library,
under government pressure,
will in future be selective about
what it keeps on its shelves in-
stead of collecting, so far as
possible, every book and journal
printed in this country.

Just why this is bad news,
and a threat to both present-day
and future scholarship, I shall
try and explain next week.

Poter Fryer

Edinburgh Festival

Ireland, Bosnia and Ed

BY TERRY BROTHERSTONE

IN BRENDAN BEHAN's ‘The
Hostage’ Pat, the Dublin
brothel-keeper who was ‘out’ in
the 1916 Easter rising pro-
claims: ‘This is 1960. . . the days
of heroes is past!’ To which the
ebullient Meg responds: ‘The
old cause is never dead!’

When Behan’s politically
ambiguous, wonderfully raghag
romp of a show was first staged
in the late 1950s, Meg's com-
ment could have been mistaken
for nostalgia. Today it seems
prophetic.

In a fine revival by the
Arches Theatre Company from
Glasgow — at the Edinburgh
Fringe festival until 3 Septem-
ber — director Andy Arnold
wisely avoids any extensive up-
dating of a script which always
allowed for improvisation.

At one point, however, when
the republican officer (Andrew
Curry) has just come on stage,
Pat (Eamonn Hunt) steps for-
ward to confide in the audience:
‘I should make it clear that, in
accordance with government
restrictions, the IRA man’s
words are spoken by an actor.’
Even Behan could not have en-
visaged a moment quite so

zany.
Seedy

Behan’s seedy mock-roman-
ticism, counterbalanced by
tragedy which hits below the
belt just when the party’s in full
swing, is well captured by the
Arches players, led by Terry
Neason in fine voice as Meg.
This year's Edinburgh Fringe is
rich in Irish theatre. Across
town a centrepiece of the Trave-
rse Theatre’'s international
programme is Communicado’s
rumbustious version of John
Millington Synge’s ‘The Play-
boy of the Western World’ —
arguably the best play from the
golden age of Irish drama. And
the ‘official’ Festival has a pre-
stigious Abbey Theatre produc-
tion of Synge’s ‘The Well of the
Saints’.

When ‘The Playboy’ was
first staged in Dublin in 1907,
riots ensued. Synge’s de-roman-
ticising of the Irish peasantry
gave offence to an Irish
bourgeoisie tutored politically
in the 19th century by O'Connell
and Parnell. It preferred to
think of its rural fellow-nation-
als as having their failings of
course, but at heart good Catho-
lic folk with staunch, mothering
women at the centre of their
communities.

Andrew Curry and Muirerann Kelly in ‘The Hostage’

Synge, from a well-off Pro-
testant background, planned to
make his way as a writer in
Paris, but found his enduring
inspiration in long stays
amongst the people of Mayo,
Galway and the Aran Islands.
His genius lay in listening to
their ways of speaking, to their
stories and the beliefs which
underlay them, and in allowing
this apparently chaotic mate-
rial to emerge in a play which
seems to ramble crazily but is
actually tightly constructed.

And because ‘The Playboy’ is
such a good play it transcends
charges of cultural arrogance.
The original Dublin audiences
were apparently uneasy from the
start, but unsure what specifical-
ly to be angry about. It was a
reference to women in their shifts
that finally got them going!

Communicado’s ‘Playboy’
had a near-ecstatic reception.
The problems with Gerry Mul-
grew's production are secondary
ones. There is some unsatisfac-
tory doubling in minor — but
important — roles, and the use of
anachronism jars. The intention
is presumably to suggest that
Synge’'s ‘Western world’ of rural
lust and superstition, male blus-
ter and doomed female aspira-
tion has not changed much by the
1950s — about the time when
Behan’s ‘hostage’ was being
taken in Dublin.

It is heavy-handed however
to make this point with a post-
war electric fire, particularly
when there are references in the
text to putting peat soda on it,
and the ‘heroine’ Pegeen (Cara
Kelly) spends quite a while
ludicrously stoking it with
bellows.

The richness of Irish theatre
lies, at least in part, in its critic-
al questioning relationship with
the national movement. The ‘li-
terary renaissance’ from the
end of the 19th century on was

rooted in growing middle-class
self-confidence, married to
ambiguity about relations with
Britain. Creative writers were
inspired to explore questions of
history and tradition and how
they influence people’s sense of
their human and social identity.

The struggle for national
self-determination has had a
more direct impact on the Fes-
tival in the form of a bitter
argument related to the Bosnian
war. Last year, at his newly-
established European Arts
Foundation, the indefatigable
Richard Demarco was a lone
voice among major artistie fi-
gures calling for attention to be
paid to Bosnia, and the plight of
Sarajevo in particular.

This year there is still little
acknowledgement of what is
actually happening to European
culture in Bosnia from a Festiv-
al hierarchy basking in glowing
notices for performances of
Beethoven's ‘Fidelio’, Shake-
speare’s ‘Anthony and Cleopat-
ra’ and other highlights from
Europe’s cultural past. But De-
marco has brought ‘Witnesses
of Existence’ — an unmissable
exhibition of work by Sarajevan
artists — to his Albany Street
arts centre. And the Edinburgh
Film Festival responded to
approaches from the ‘war cine-
ma’, at Sarajevo’s Obala Gal-
lery, leading to its inclusion of a
three-day ‘Sarajevo and Edin-
burgh’ theme, and an agree-
ment to screen selected features
from Edinburgh (including Ken
Loach's ‘Ladybird, Ladybird’,
reviewed last week) in the Bos-
nian capital in October.

This well-intentioned exer-
cise nearly foundered on the
political naivety of the Film
Festival organisers. They viti-
ated their Bosnian initiative by
programming two Serbian films
back-to-back with Bosnian ones,
all under the ‘Sarajevo and

inburgh

Edinburgh’ heading.

Srdan Vuletie, the
23-year-old Sarajevan director
of ‘I burnt My Legs’ and :
documentary on the ‘Witness of
Existence’ artists, said:

‘We come from a city com
pletely destroyed by the Serbiar
army. It is incredible that a filmr
festival should think it right tc
group our work with that of Ser
bian film-makers.’

It showed that people ‘are
still not taking our war serious-
ly,” he added.

.A‘compromise was reached
and the Serbian films were
shown separately in an unsche-
duled slot with no admission
charge. Thus the organisers
sought to apologise to the Bos-
nian delegation and to avoid
charges of censorship.

But some supporters of the
Bosnian cause complained bit-
terly that a cultural boycott had
not been operated against the
Serbian films.

All friends of Bosnia, howev-
er, will admire Bernard-Henri
Lévy’'’s and Alain Ferrari's
documentary ‘Bosna’, marred
only by an excessively obtrusive
and self-indulgent commentary.
‘Bosna’ is admirably made and
should be widely shown.

‘Will historians look back to
the years 1992-94 and say
‘““Europe died at Sarajevo™’, asks
Lévy. It is a question no festival,
of itself, can answer. Edinburgh
has Richard Demarco and Bos-
nian aid workers to thank that at
Europe’s largest arts festival it
was at least asked.

B ‘The Hostage’ is at the
Assembly Rooms; ‘The Play-
boy of the Western World’ is at
the Traverse Theatre; ‘Witnes-
ses of Existence’ is at the
Richard Demarco European
Arts Foundation — all until the
end of the Festival next
weekend. The Film Festival
ends on 27 August.

Television

The spirit of television

SOCIETY is in pretty bad
shape, says Kathleen Raine, the
85-year-old author and poet,
who was subject of a rather
sketchy and all too brief profile
(Channel 4, 12 August). Noted
for her writings on William
Blake and a three-volume auto-
biography of great candour and
self-examination, Raine de-
spairs of seeing what she calls
‘educated people’ going to
psychiatrists and counsellors to
have their lives put together.

Life is becoming increasing-
ly meaningless for more and

. more people, she says. As for

‘the simpler people, the young’,
they are turning to violence and
despair. ‘And it’s no use calling
the police in.’

Capacity

For Raine, what is necessary
is ‘a revitalisation of spiritual-
ity’ to give people a centre to
their lives. But this direction
won't come from the bishops,
she says. “They're not going to
save the world . . . they really

Review by Jeff Jackson

have nothing to do with any-
thing of our deep capacity for
life at various levels.’

Raine, who considers her

life’s work to be the regathering
of the threads of wisdom, be-

Kathleen Raine

lieves profoundly in our posses-
sing an ‘inner light’, ‘a divine
spark’. A view not shared by
zoologist Richard Dawkins as
expressed in his conversation
with Sheena MacDonald on

THE VISION THING (Channel
4, 15 August).

This self-styled ‘scientific
zealot’ campaigns for a religion-
free world. The universe is an
extremely beautiful place, he
says, and it is an immensely
exciting experience to be born
and to realise you have the
opportunity of understanding.

Dawkins believes the most
useful way we can spend our
time is by getting inside our
heads before we die as complete
a picture of the world/universe
as possible.

‘Understand, understand,
understand’, is, Dawkins said,
‘a pretty good commandment’
although he didn’t suggest what
we might do with all this ‘under-
standing’, or by what route it
might be acquired.

Starvation on a world-scale,
mass unemployment, poverty,
class interests, and political
oppression do not appear to get
a look in in this elitist scheme of
things. A godless society might

provide a truer view of the
world, marginally.

Charles Manson doesn’t
understand what ‘sorry’ means.
An interview he gave from Cor-
coran Prison last September, 25
years after his role in the grue-
some mass murders, formed
the basis of WITNESS: ‘Manson
— The Man Who Killed the Six-
ties’ (Channel 4 10 August).

Honest

‘Let’s say this: am I honest?
I can say anything . . . I've been
“sorry’’ all my life. I was sorry
I was born, is what my mother
told me. I've been at the bottom
of this pile as long as I can
remember.

‘Everybody’s had permission
to bite any part of me they wanna
chew up. I don't really, honestly
know what a lot of those words
mean that you guys use. What
does “sorry” mean? . . . I'm
asking all these “whys™ to my-
self as you ask these “whys™ of
me. I don’t know how to deal with
this ““sorry™ thing, guy . . . I dem



THE British Library’s summer ex-
hibition gives us a glimpse of the rise
and fall of the Russian avant garde
through changes in book design (and
some posters) during the revolution-
ary period and its aftermath.

The exhibition begins with post-
ers produced by Malevich (text by
Mayakovsky) at the beginning of
World War I. Unashamed Great Rus-
sian chauvinism is the prevailing
sentiment.

In stark contrast, midway
through the exhibition, we see some
optimistic agitprop posters from the
civil war period. Here the emphasis
is on the cultural as well as the
physical emancipation of the mas-
ses, as a first step towards socialist
construction.

But towards the end of the exhibi-
tion we are informed of the suppres-
sion of the avant garde by the Stalin-
ist regime. In 1934 Socialist Realism
was imposed as the official, ‘social-
ist’ art of the Soviet Union.

At around this time the first
Samizdat books were produced and
circulated unofficially. They tried to
keep alive the avant garde tradition.
The exhibition ends with examples of
1990s Samizdat, based on a return to
Futuristic designs.

Russian modernist art was forged
from the contending and overlap-
ping movements of Futurism, Supre-
matism and Constructivism, all of
which were transformed by the Octo-
ber Revolution.

The exhibition follows ‘radical
changes in the art of the book’ which
‘were made by Russian artists be-
fore and after the 1917 Revolution’.

The first books we see are ‘illus-
trated booklets, lithographed by
Futurists from handwritten texts, as
well as innovative printed designs by
Constructivists, the pioneers of
photomontage and typographic
covers.’

Some of these are displayed in a
reproduction of Rodchenko’s design
for a Workers’ Club Reading Room
and originally presented at the ‘In-
ternational Exhibition of Modern
Decorative Arts’ in 1925.

The fate of the Russian avant
garde also determined the fate of the
avant garde as a whole in the history
of modernist art. After that, argu-
ably, for art as a whole, it has been
mostly downbhill.

Russian Futurist books. ‘Pomade’ (‘Pomada’) A Kruchenykh, 1913. Lithograph by M.

Larionov

The exhibition provides an oppor-
tunity to re-examine the major de-
bates at the heart of modernist art.
With hindsight these debates reveal
that the Russian avant garde was
cursed with an Achilles heel.

One contemporary, spare-time
critic understood this weakness, that
it tried to run before it could walk. In
his ‘Literature and Revolution’ (1924)
Trotsky criticised ‘utopian secta-
rianism’ in these movements. The
Russian avant garde proved to be an
important factor in its own nemesis.

The background to this weakness
of the post-1917 avant garde was the
historical achievement of bourgeois
art, which was to distance art from
life, as a ‘separate’ sphere of
activity.

Movements such as Cubism and
Futurism which started before 1917
did not challenge this achievement.
They distinguished themselves as
avant gardists because they sought
to revolutionise art itself rather than
overthrow the bourgeois institution
of art.

The attitude of the Constructivists
typifies the utopian character of
Russian art at this time. They ‘envis-
aged a world in which art was no

‘The assault upon art-for-
art’s-sake and the espousal of
‘art-into-life’ was exploited for its
own purposes by the Stalinist
bureaucracy in the form of
Socialist Realism.’

longer a dreamworld to which the
working man retired for relaxation
and to regain his balance, but be-
came the very stuff of his life’
(Camilla Gray).

But although this remained a uto-
pian dream, these artists did revolu-
tionise the fields of typographical
and poster design and their work
was then deployed by modern indust-
rial mass-production processes.

In principle this was in the in-
terests of the proletariat, but work-
ers themselves were not able to par-
ticipate in the new aesthetic. They
faced the country’s extreme cultural
backwardness inherited from
Tsarism.

As Marx said, under capitalism,
‘if you want to enjoy art, you have to
be an artistically cultivated person’,

REX DUNN reviews the British Library exhibition: Russian avant garde books,
1912-34, in the King's Library, British Museum, until 25 September

and the very producers of commod-
ities themselves are excluded from
that activity. Only in a very limited
sense could the avant garde claim
that their slogan ‘art into life’ had
been realised.

It was the increasingly doctri-
naire and therefore sectarian
approach to art which constituted
the most dangerous weakness in the
Russian avant garde.

The Constructivists in particular
inherited from the 19th century Wan-
derers movement a disdain for ‘art-
for-art’s-sake’.

The Wanderers had close connec-
tions with peasant artisans and con-
demned bourgeois art (easel paint-
ing, etc.) as a ‘dishonest occupation
not worthy of a thinking man’.

The Constructivists called it ‘a
speculative [that is, useless] activ-
ity’ which needed to be replaced by
‘socially directed work’. They hoped
to build a socialist reality ‘a hundred
times more beautiful than art’.

This attitude is epitomised in
Alexei Gan’s Constructivist Manifes-
to of 1922: Any notion of art as being
even partly a spiritual or reflective
activity was condemned as akin to
religion or philosophy. Thus Gan
concluded: ‘We declare uncom-
promising war on art!’

This assault upon ‘art-for-art’s-
sake’ and the espousal of ‘art-into-
life’ was later shared by the Stalinist
bureaucracy, who exploited it for
their own purposes in the equally
prescriptive form of ‘Socialist
Realism’.

Later still, the postmodernists
have appropriated the avant garde’'s
utopian slogan ‘art-into-life’ for their
own cynical, dystopian purposes.

For them, ‘art-into-life’ has been
achieved under capitalism in the
triumph of the market and the birth
of the mass-media, mass-consumer
society. The packaging and proces-
sing of commodities is as much part
of the new aesthetic as is their eclec-
tic reflection by artists themselves.

Thus the theory and practice of
the postmodernists is itself an in-
direct product of the poisonous lega-
cy of Stalinism, for the latter has not
only betrayed and strangled the
struggles of the proletariat over the
decades; it has also extinguished,
for the present at least, the hopes
and aspirations of artists and intel-
lectuals, as well as of the masses.

Constructivist art ranged from
painting to architecture. The paint-
ing was only a stage on the way to
something practical and socially-
useful, such as buildings, book de-
signs, clothing and so on.

In the field of book design, Rod-
chenko was a pioneer, using the tech-
nique of photomontage as well as
new graphic designs. He used photo-
montage to produce Mayakovsky's
poem ‘About This’. There are many
examples of their collaboration in
this exhibition.

History was not on the side of the
avant garde. After an exhausting
civil war and in the face of the grow-
ing isolation of the October Revolu-
tion, the Bolshevik regime was for-
ced to retreat into the New Econo-
mic Policy (NEP).

This retreat also struck a fatal
blow at the avant garde and its hopes
of ‘laboratory art’ in the hands of
artists who saw themselves as work-
ers, engineers, useful members of
society: the hope that the new art
itself might provide an independent
basis to ‘change life’.

The NEP was reflected culturally
in a new emphasis on the need for
pictorial art such as mass poster
displays. There was also partly be-
lated recognition of the problems of
mass illiteracy.

The new orientation towards the
needs of the masses proved to be a
setback to the avant garde, the non-
objective art movement in parti-
cular.

More importantly, the NEP was
a setback for all those who defended
the notion of an ‘art free from all
social constraint’. :

In their haste to sacrifice the
autonomy of art — before the
achievement of socialism — the
avant garde and their ‘art-into-life’
ethos, now in the form of Proletcult
public art, played into the hands of a
totalitarian regime, a regime which

Cover for ‘rchilaktura Vhutemas'. Lissitsky,

was poised to defend the gains of
October in its own interests.

Unnecessarily polarised debates
about the autonomy of art, as an end
in itself, or ‘bourgeois’ art, as
opposed to the reduction of art, as
merely a means to an end, socially-
useful or ‘socialist’ art, were at first
exploited and then brutally suppres-
sed by the Stalinist bureaucracy in
the early 1930s.

Sensing the growing power of the
Stalinist faction, opportunist critics
became increasingly critical of
‘bourgeois formalism’. A dangerous-
ly prescriptive view of art also suited
the bureaucracy’s purpose.

These critics sided with the Pro-
letcult movement’s attack on
‘bourgeois’ art, an attack which had
thousands of misguided supporters
and opened the door to Stalinist So-
cialist Realism and its oppressive
consequences.

The Stalinist regime also insisted
on non-autonomous art, that is, the
artist must continue to function as

‘The theory and practice of the
postmodernists is an indirect
product of the poisonous legacy of
Stalinism, for the latter has not only
betrayed and strangled the
struggles of the proletariat; it has
also extinguished, for the present
atleast, the hopes and aspirations
of artists and intellectuals as well
as of the masses.’

‘an engineer of human souls’, albeit
under the direction of an increasing-
ly degenerated, increasingly
bureaucratised, workers’ state.

Later these same opportunists
attacked, and paved the way for the
regime’s suppression of all artistic
movements, just as it suppressed the
working class.

In 1934 Socialist Realism was im-
posed as the official art of the Soviet
Union. It was neither socialist nor
realist. Its function was to idealise
‘reality’ in order to glorify the
bureaucracy’s policies and to mask
their actual negative effects from
the standpoint of the proletariat.

The avant garde failed to under-
stand that a counter-revolutionary
bureaucracy was now in charge.
They preferred to believe that the
Stalinist faction was committed to
building socialism in its own per-
verse way; that it was possible to
build socialism in a single country.

Consciousness, including the hope

1928.

for a socialist future, always lags
behind events.

This may explain the U-turn in the
work of Lissitsky. The exhibition
illustrates the point well: prior to
1934 he was one of the leading pro-

-ducers of radical, imaginative, utili-

tarian art. By 1934 he was producing
conservative, utilitarian works such
as illustrated books on industrialisa-
tion during the First Five Year Plan.

He produced propaganda for the
regime, but it is conceivable that he
exercised self-censorship, expung-
ing avant garde forms from his
work, on the one hand because he
wanted to remain loyal to the Party,
ostensibly the Party of Lenin and the
Bolsheviks, and on the other because
both avant garde and Stalinist aes-
thetics shared the same utilitarian
approach to art.

Although this exhibition focuses
on book design it raises questions
which go right to the heart of the
debate about modernist art, which
involve the dialectical relationship
between aesthetics and the class
struggle.

The age of the mass reproducibil-
ity of the image, as of commodities
themselves, opened the door to the
possibility for art to be reunited with
life. The historic separation of the
two also excluded the proletariat
from both the production and the
reception of art.

The October Revolution transfor-
med the subjective, utopian outlook
of the Russian avant garde. Hence-
forth they believed it was possible to
proceed directly to the implementa-
tion of the goal of ‘art-into-life’ in
order to change life.

They failed to appreciate that the
separation of the artistic sphere
from everyday life was the objective
consequence of the development of
capitalism in its universal commodi-
ty form in which labour itself becom-
es a commodity.

Paradoxically, as Marx says, art
is now constituted as a ‘distinct and
superior form of labour’. The goal of
reuniting art with life and the labour
process must await the emergence
of a new socialist society which has
rid itself of every last vestige of the
old and established the basis for pro-
duction by freely associated labour.

The prerequisite for this, howev-
er, is the ceaseless struggle in the
political sphere for revolutionary
leadership of the proletariat, which
of course does not exclude the latter.

The tragedy of the Russian avant
garde is a lesson to us all.
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Cape workers march

THOUSANDS of workers were
came out of their plants and mar-
ched through Cape Town last
Tuesday, reacting to the murder
of a striking Cape Gas worker by

company security guards.

The angry walkout was
the latest in a chain of explo-
sions rocking South Africa’s
‘Government of National
Unity’, led by the African
National Congress.

The Chemical Workers In-
dustrial Union called the mass
walkout, demanding compensa-
tion for the family of murdered
union member A. Kilane, pro-
secution of the security guard,
closure of the security firm
involved, Sea Point Armed
Response Security Guards, and
dismissal of Cape Gas
managing directors.

While liberals, Stalinists and
trade union bureaucrats in
Britain and other countries
continue to worship Nelson
Mandela and the ANC, South
African workers’ discontent
over low pay, poor housing and
police brutality has erupted in a
massive strike movement
which shows no sign of abating.

Right

“We are being asked by our
members if democracy will
ever mean anything more than
the right to vote every five
years,” Sam Shilowa, general
secretary of the Congress of
South African Trade Unions
(COSATU), admitted recently,
having difficulty justifying the
unions’ continued political
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alliance with the government.
The South African Commun-
ist Party (SACP), trying to face
both ways, has expressed sym-
pathy with struggling workers
while clinging to its seats in the
bourgeois government.

Accused

Last month police used rub-
ber bullets, tear gas and savage
dogs against striking Pick 'n’
Pay shopworkers. ANC and
SACP ministers accused work-
ers of violence!

The Communist Party criti-
cised police brutality, but as a
Workers International state-
ment pointed out, the police
minister is a former COSATU
assistant general secretary and
current SACP leader.

In Natal, where trade union-
ists and young people resent the
imposition of Inkatha rule by
terror, ballot-rigging and ANC
compromise, the SACP suspen-
ded leading ‘hardliner’ Harry
Gwala, amid inspired press
stories accusing him of plotting
to kill other SACP and ANC
leaders.

Gwala dismissed such alle-
gations as far-fetched, accusing
the party leadership of playing

Newsdesk 071-582 8882

into the hands of reactionaries.
He linked the SACP’s crisis with
the working-class offensive. But
stuck with a Stalinist perspec-
tive, Gwala says the Communist
Party must maintain its
alliance with the bourgeois
ANC, and stay in the govern-
ment (interview in ‘Weekly
Worker’, 11 August).

Nelson Mandela’s promised
‘commission of truth and recon-
ciliation’ is due to open in Octo-
ber, ostensibly to probe political
murders and other crimes
under the old apartheid regime.

It is suspected that white
South African generals still run-
ning the armed forces have
enough hold on ANC defence
minister Joe Modise to stop the
truth coming out, by threaten-
ing to name prominent ANC
members, including cabinet
ministers, who were secret
police informers.

The ANC leadership and the
SACP Stalinists also fear the
facts coming out about torture
and murders within ANC-run
camps outside South Africa, and
some assassinations of mili-
tants which may not have been
carried out by the apartheid
state itself.

ANC member Iain Edwards,
a historian at Natal University,
doubts whether much will result
from the commission, pointing
out that it is neither a judicial
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inquiry nor a normal govern-
ment investigation. ‘It’s com-
pletely farcical,’ he says ‘The
shadowy secret services on both
sides (ANC and previous white
racist regime) have got together
and made an alliance’ (‘Sceptics
dismiss ANC “‘truth” forum’,
‘Sunday Times’, 21 August).

The Workers International
opposes talk of ‘reconciliation’.
‘The oppressed cannot reconcile
with apartheid murderers’,
says the South African Trots-
kyist paper ‘Workers Interna-
tional News’ in an editorial. It
rejects attempts by white ra-
cists like General van der
Merwe ‘to equate apartheid
crimes with acts perpetrated as
part of the struggle against
apartheid’.

Victims

‘Workers International
News’ demands a commission
composed only of victims of
apartheid, to investigate all
those responsible for murders,
kidnappings and assaults car-
ried out for the apartheid reg-
ime. It says presidents, minis-
ters, civil servants, judges,
newspaper owners, and apar-
theid regime spies in top ANC
positions must all be investi-
gated.

The South African Trotskyist
paper also demands that ‘Win-

against murder

nie Mandela must appear be-
fore the Commission over the
death of Stompie, and the Com-
mission must investigate the
allegations of murder in the
ANC camps in exile’ (‘Truth
Commission or Omission’,
‘Workers International News’,
No. 2, August 1994).

(The ANC president’s ex-
wife recently said she was
‘sorry’ that she had ‘failed to
protect’ black youth Stompie
Moeketsi from her own security
guards.)

It is plain to see in South
Africa that the political inde-
pendence of the working class is
championed only by the Trots-
kyists. Though desperately
short of resources, the small,
persecuted South African sec-
tion of the Workers Internation-
al is winning a big audience for
its ideas in the current working-
class upsurge.

Following a meeting with
Cape Gas shop stewards a team
of trades unionists was formed
to help distribute a Workers In-
ternational leaflet (see this page
and front page). ‘All workers in
the Western Cape now Know
that we really stand by their
struggles’, says a leading Work-
ers International comrade.

An earlier public meeting
addressed by trades unionists
from Cape Gas and victimised
Golden Arrow bus workers

adopted a resolution saying on
a working class-led revoluti
could bring about the fundam
ntal change needed for the me
ses to attain their rights. It al
launched a campaign to bre:
apartheid-created local gover
ment and replace it with dem
cratic, accountable ma
bodies.

W Issue 2 of ‘Workers Interr
tional News’ features an inte
view with Pick 'n’ Pay striker
reports on strikes, and analys
Mandela’s budget, and the ¢
sis in the South African Cos
munist Party.

Jabu Makathini makes t
case for nationalisation wi
workers’ control, and thereis:
item examining the °‘sociall
conference’ organised by t
SACP and COSATU.

Obstacles

Our comrades in South Af
ca face big obstacles, as well
huge opportunities.

If you would like to follc
and assist the struggle for pe
manent revolution and worke:
freedom in South Africa, su
scribe to ‘Workers Internation
News’ now! Send £5.50 (for
issues) or £10 for ten, to Sou
Africa Fund, c¢/o Worke
Press, PO Box 735, London S¥
1YB.

Briefly . . .

Into the red

in China

CHINA will have 268 million un-
employed people by the end of
the century, according to a gov-
ernment report. The official
‘Economic Information Daily
News’ has also announced bank-
ruptcies coming soon in 18 big
cities. It said action would be
taken against ‘those firms
whose debts are larger than
their assets, who have no hope
of getting out of the red, and
whose goods have no future’.

Lesotho’s royal

rumpus

LESOTHO, in southern Africa,
was hit by a general strike

against King Letsie III's
dismissal of elected prime
minister Ntsu Mokhehle. A
week earlier security forces
killed five people taking part in
demonstrations against the
monarchy.

On Monday, as Archbishop
Desmond Tutu met the king,
tens of thousands of workers
struck, bringing the capital,
Maseru, to a standstill.

Nigerian strikers

arrested

NIGERIA’S military rulers
arrested striking oil workers’
leader Frank Kokori and other
opponents of their regime. Uni-
versity lecturers joined the
ongoing strike movement
against the dictatorship.
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France backs Sud

BY CHARLIE POTTINS

BEHIND the hypocritical guff
blown up in the capitalist press
about the capture of alleged
master-terrorist ‘Carlos the
Jackal’, Ilich Ramirez Sanchez,
the French state has been en-
gaged in some dirty deals to
assist Sudanese state terror.

The Paris daily ‘Liberation’
has revealed that:

B The French secret service
provided the Sudanese regime
with satellite photographs
showing camps of the rebel
Popular Front for the Libera-
tion of South Sudan.

B Because of French
influence, Sudanese govern-
ment troops have been allowed
to operate from bases in the
Central African Republic (a
former French colony) to attack
the rebels in southern Sudan.

M High-ranking Sudanese
secret police officers have
visited their French counter-
parts several times, most
recently eight weeks ago.

‘Liberation’ says Jean-
Claude Mantion, a French agent
based in the Central African
Republic, maintained friendly
links with El Fatih Irwa, the
Sudanese president’s security
adviser.

The Sudanese government,
trying to hold down the working
class as well as fight rebels in
the mainly-Christian south, is
hoping it can have its name
removed from the US list of
‘states sponsoring terrorism’,
so as to qualify for some sorely
needed Western imperialist
capital to boost the economy.

French imperialism, whose
secret services have their own
record of international terror-

ism (remember ‘Rainbow War-
rior’?) is after a much bigger
catch than a clapped-out free-
lance terrorist like ‘Carlos’.
Already economically and poli-
tically dominant in much of
Africa, French interests want to
consolidate and expand their in-
fluence, in rivalry with what
they consider an ‘Anglo- Saxon
axis' — British and US in-
terests.

The French government,
having accused Germany and
Britain of harbouring Islamic
militants who threaten its in-
terests in north Africa, may
have taken a counter-move by
establishing ties with the Isla-
mic regime in Sudan, a strate-
gic move towards east Africa.

France's military interven-
tion in Rwanda was presented to
the world as a bold humanita-
rian act while the UN dithered,
and the people were butchered.

Few fell for it, least of all
Rwandans, who knew the
French government’s record of
backing their killers. ‘France
the arsonist is not qualified to be
a firefighter’, protested Rwan-
dans in Brussels.

In 1975 President Giscard
D’Estang signed a secret milit-
ary pact with Rwanda’s presi-
dent Juvenal Habymara. On 3
October 1990, President Mitter-
rand sent French troops to
Kigali to back Habymara
against the Rwandan Patriotic
Front (RPF). These troops
stayed to train and arm the reg-
ime’s army, which swelled from
5,000 to 40,000 troops.

A peace agreement signed
last year in Tanzania, providing
for a transition to demoeratic
government and the withdrawal
of French troops, was shot down
with the presidential plane on 6
April. Within half an hour of

an terror

Habyrama’s death, the killer
squads were out in Kigali start-
ing the massacres.

French weapons were ship-
ped out to the Rwandan regime,
and according to Sam Kiley
(‘The Times’, 22 August) the
French secret service recruited
white mercenaries to fight the
RPF forces. Kiley says Opera-
tion Turquoise — the French
military intervention in June to
set up a ‘safe zone’ — wasn'’t to
end massacres, or protect
humanitarian aid workers.
‘France intervened in Rwanda
for France,’ he says.

Although the French forces
failed to stop the RPF, Rwan-
da’s troubles are far from over,
and could spread to neighbour-
ing Burundi.

Colonel Didier Thibaut, who
led the French force, told Kiley
that the RPF forces were Brit-
ish-trained. French strategists
suspect British and American
collusion with Uganda’'s Presi-
dent Musaveni to penetrate cen-
tral Africa. France's chief of
staff, General Jacques Lanx-
ade, according to Kiley, talks
about an ‘Anglo-Saxon conspira-
¢y’ to undermine Francophone
(French-speaking) Africa by the
spread of the English language.

Language means business.
This is what is setting imperial-
ist powers like Britain and
France against each other. Be-
hind the new ‘scramble for Afri-
ca’ is the scramble for mineral
wealth and people to exploit, in
a frantic search for profit which

threatens to turn the entire con- ~

tinent into a killing ground.

Even if ‘Carlos’ was respon-
sible for all the Kkillings the
media have attributed to him,
he is an amateur compared with
the jackals in Paris, Washing-
ton, and London.

Nigeria:
Tory MEP
puts blam¢
on Bonn

THE German governme
blocked European Union su
port for democracy in Niger:
because it feared harm mig
come to German business lin
with the military regime, a To
member of the European parl;
ment has claimed.

Edward McMillan-Sco
MEP for North Yorkshire, 1z
month urged that Europe:
ambassadors in Nigeria shou
visit opposition leader Chi
Moshood Abiola in priso
Abiola, regarded as the winn
of last year’s cancelled electic
was jailed last month aft
proclaiming himself preside:
He has been charged wi
treason.

McMillan-Scott’s idea w
turned down, and he says he w
told ‘important national |
terests’ precluded it. Germa
holds the EU presidency tl

year.
Build

The British MEP says a Ge
man company is involved
building Nigeria’s new capit:
Abuja. German firms are al
helping to build an aluminu
smelter on the coast, and t
Nigerian navy is purchasi
equipment from Dornier.

Thousands of Nigerian wor
ers and students have been ta
ing part in strikes and demo
strations against the milita:
regime. Hardest hit has bes
the oil industry, which brings
80 per cent of Nigeria's foreig
earnings. The biggest compaz
is Shell.



