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Defy UNISON ban on support to Sefton Two

FIGHT FOR
UNION

SUPPORT for two members of the
public sector union UNISON fined
breaking the anti-union laws

as poured in from branches
across the country despite opposi-
tion from the union’s general sec-

retary Alan Jinkinson.

A lobby is to take place outside

SON’s national executive meet-

'ing today (Saturday 24 September) in

support of the two.

. Sefton UNISON secretary Nigel Fla-
magan and chair Martin Murphy were
fined £1,250 by Manchester Crown Court

29 July after leading a strike — be-
gause they held their own ballot when the
mational union refused to let them vote

for action.

. Despite protests from UNISON lawyers

that the union had opposed the
action — and it had certainly
gdone that — it was fined as well.

The message is clear. The
anti-union laws mean that un-
jons are to be made into organ-
isations that police workers’
struggles on behalf of the em-
ployers and the state. This polic-
ing is to be paid out of the union
members’ own pockets.

In this case, the court de-
gided that UNISON had not done
iis job! Jinkinson sent around a
Jetter to UNISON branches
after the case saying:

- ‘Tt is essential for the protec-
tion of the union’s funds and to
allow it to continue to operate
and fight successfully for its
members’ interests, that all
members in all branches do no-
thing to support financially or in
any other way the acts of Mr
Flanagan or Mr Murphy that
were admitted by them to have
been in contempt of court. In
particular, no union funds, at
branch level or anywhere else,
must be used to pay their fines
gr costs.’

. The Labour Party and trade
pmion leaders will not fight the
anti-union laws — in fact they
support them. Instead of ‘fight-
ing for members’ interests’, by
issuing such diktats they are
going the exact opposite.

We must support the Sefton
Two because theirs is the fight
for unions that defend the pay,
ponditions and rights of the
working class.

Without such unions the

RIGHTS

BY THE EDITOR

working class cannot go on to
defend itself against the govern-
ment’'s attack on publice
services.

UNISON members and
others trades unionists should
fight to defy and protest against
Jinkinson's ban on financial
support for the Sefton Two as
part of the fight against the anti-
union laws that stop unions
being unions for the members.

Prepared

Trades unionists must be
prepared for similar battles in
their own unions as more and
more employers wield the anti-
union laws.

B Protests should be sent to
Alan Jinkinson, UNISON General
Secretary, Holborn Tower, 137
High Holborn, London WC1V
6PL. Tel 071-404 1884, fax
071-404 1694.

B Messages and money made
payable to the ‘Sefton 2 Defence
Fund’ should be sent to Sefton
No.1 UNISON, 38 Crosby Road
North, Waterloo, Liverpool L22
4QQ. Telephone 051-920 6140,
fax 051-928 0298.

B Comment on last Saturday’s
‘fightback’ conference called by
Sefton UNISON, see page 3.

B The lobby of the UNISON ex-
ecutive is outside the Blooms-
bury Crest Hotel, Coram Street,
London at 8.45am, 24 September.
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Real frauds ignored —p.2
Workers act on pay limit —
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Swedish ‘dreamland’
turns to nightmare —p.6
Remember Surinder Bassi
—p.7
Haiti hypocrisy —p.8
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for Jobs '94.For an appreciation of Surinder’s life see p.7

Narinder Bassi speaks at a memorial meeting in London last Tuesday for her mother
Surinder, a leader of the Burnsall strike, who died earlier this year. Among other speakers at
the meeting were NUM President Arthur Scargill and two marchers from the London March

Burnsall striker remembered
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News from

South Africa

Mass
sacking at
hospital

SOUTH AFRICA’s government
of national unity has sacked
more than 2,000 striking nurses
and other health workers at the
King Edward VIII hospital in
Natal.

The workers were striking
against racial imbalances, cor-
ruption at hospitals and other
demands, which even the re-
gional African National Con-
gress health minister, Zweli
Mkhize, acknowledged as legiti-
mate.

Depite this, the regional
health ministry issued an ulti-
matum to the workers to return
to work by 29 August — or be
fired!

The actual sackings were
strategically held off until after
the COSATU union federation
national congress on 7-10 Sep-
tember, where it was decided to
strengthen the alliance with the
ANC and the South African
Communist Party.

The Workers International to
Rebuild the Fourth Internation-
al (South Africa) demands the
immediate reinstatement of the
King Edward VIII hospital
workers and calls on all work-
ers, organised and unorganised,
to urgently discuss ways of
showing solidarity with them
and of forcing the government
of national unity to heed the
workers’ demands.

Who are
the real
racists?

A SOUTH Johannesburg town-
ship community that rose up for
the scrapping of electricity
arrears and a flat-rate rent/
rates charge of R45 in all work-
ing-class areas irrespective of
colour has accused the new gov-
ernment of perpetuating apart-
heid.

The demand for a flat-rate
and the scrapping of electricity
arrears in all areas is in re-
sponse to a deal reached be-
tween the National Party and
the ANC that covered only ‘Afri-
can’ townships like Soweto.

Protesters from the town-
ship styled themselves the ‘real
revolutionaries’.

Meanwhile, the regional pre-
mier Tokyo Sexwale has de-
nouced the protesters as ‘racist’
for making these demands.
Speaking at a memorial for
assassinated Communist Party
leader Chris Hani, Sexwale
threatened that while the gov-
ernment did not want to use
force, ‘if they [the protesters]
want to play games we will re-
spond and it won’t be nice’.

The Workers International
points out in a press statement
that while Sexwale attacks
workers trying to unite across
racial barriers around legiti-
mate demands like the scrap-
ping of arrears, he sits in a
government with members of
the racist National Party, the
former apartheid government.

B See 'Monthly Fund', page 2,
for details on how you can help
the Workers International to Re-
build the Fourth International
(South Africa).
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Real frauds
ighored

IT APPEARS the government is preparing to
crack down on fraud in the city of London. It
has 700 people in its sights — but it’s not the
billions made fraudulently by big business
they're after.

Instead, they're worried that the homeless
sellers of the paper ‘Big Issue’ might be claiming
a few paltry benefits that they might not be legally
entitled to!

The ‘Big Issue’ is sold by many homeless
people in London and they get 35p of the 60p
cover price.

‘Big Issue’ editor John Bird has been
threatened with prosecution unless he divulges
the names of the sellers to the employment
department.

The ‘Big Issue’ ‘names’ are then to be com-
pared with computer records of those signing on
for benefits and are therefore breaking restric-
tions on the number of hours spent in paid
employment and the restriction on earnings to a
measly £5 a week.

John Bird pointed out to Workers Press that
landlords, meanwhile, were making millions —
many with the connivance of local authorities.
They often charged £100 a week for a bed space
in hostels and seedy hotels.

In London, 40 per cent of the homeless were
previously in the armed forces, Bird said, many
having served in the north of Ireland. Such
people are often disoriented and in need of help.
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WHILE the government launches yet another
callous attack on the unemployed and the
homeless, at least 864,000 potential homes
are unused, according to a report from two
charities, the National Housing and Town
Planning Council and the Empty Homes
Agency.

The attack on the ‘Big Issue’ is part of the
government’s ‘crackdown’, in other words its
continuing attack, on the homeless and poverty-
stricken, which was expressed by Prime Minister
John Major's statement in May that it was ‘not
acceptable to be out on the streets’.

Major doesn’'t mean that it's ‘not acceptable’
that capitalism throws people out on the streets
when they have no money. What he means is
that it's ‘not acceptable’ to him that people who
have no homes make themselves a visible indict-
ment of the system he defends. His sheer hypoc-
risy is demonstrated by there being more than
enough homes to house the homeless — if they
had enough money.

But Major is under instructions from the real
fraudsters — the banks in the City — to cut the
Public Sector Borrowing Requirement, the pro-
jected government debt.

The attack on the ‘Big Issue’ is part of the
growing government attack on the poor which is
aiming to slash the housing benefit bill. Major's
comments earlier this year was in the spirit of
making homelessness illegal, like it is in parts of
the US, for example in San Francisco (see p.7).

Such criminalisation of the homeless opens
the way, first for their harassment and, ultimately,
for their physical ‘liquidation’ as in the death
squads that kill street children in South America.
This is the progression to barbarism of a modern
capitalism in decay.

The workers’ movement must protect its own
against these attacks on the homeless. The
consequences for the working class of not acting
against the attack are incalculable.

Workers’ organisations must back the ‘Big
Issue’s’ refusal to hand over the names of
sellers to the state. Messages of support can
be sent to the ‘Big Issue’, Fleet House, 57-61
Clerkenwell Road, London EC1M 5NP.

Letters

An appeal
from Tuzla

This letter originally appeared in the
‘Guardian’ (10 September).

WE APPEAL to the democratic
and anti-fascist world to put
pressure on governments and
international institutions to stop
the crimes against humanity
that have been taking place in
Bosnia-Herzegovina and recent-
ly in the Tuzla region.

Tuzla, which has managed to
preserve its multi-ethnic, cultu-
ral and confessional spirit in
spite of the war and national
tensions, has the moral right to
ask the international commun-
ity to fight more to protect uni-
versal human principles.

Since the end of July, Serbian
fascists have expelled more than
2,000 Bosnian Muslims from the
towns of Bijeljina and Janja.
Ethnic cleansing has also been
taking place in the area of Bos-
nian Krajina. From Bijeljina, 660
more refugees have been expel-
led to Tuzla. Unspeakable
methods were used against them.

We ask you to insist that the
UN High Commission for Re-
fugees and the Red Cross moni-
tor what is happening so as to
draw public attention to this ter-
rible tragedy. We also appeal for
help for the enclave of Srebrnica,
where more than 47,000 people
have lived for more than a year
surrounded by the Serbian army.
Despite the fact that Srebrniea is
a UN-protected area, there is a
shortage of food, medicines and
salt. Endemic diseases are begin-
ning to spread.

The only secure supply route
is through Tuzla airport, opened
for humanitarian flights in
March 1994. Not a single huma-
nitarian shipment yet been deli-
vered. The only effective huma-
nitarian solution for the area
was and is the opening of Tuzla
airport. This would help Tuzla,
and helicopters from Tuzla
could also reach Srebrnica.

Please ask the representa-
tives of your government to come
and see what is happening.

Seslim Beslagic
Mayor of Tuzla

Desperate
situation

This letter was sent to the ‘Guar-
dian’ but not published.

AS A resident of Tuzla, and a
journalist currently visiting Bri-
tain, I would like to add to the
mayor of Tuzla's letter (see
above), to assist in a better
understanding of the desperate
situation facing the town’s
800,000 inhabitants.

As revenge for the break-up
of his relationship with Serbia,
the Bosnian Serbs leader,
Karadzic, is strangling the Bos-
nian enclaves of Srebrnica,
Zepa, Gorazde and even Tuzla,
to force the easing of sanctions
against the rump Yugoslavia.

The gpening of Tuzla airport

is now decisive. Uncertainty
about a political solution to the
crisis and the possible lifting of
the arms embargo on Bosnia
has caused some humanitarian
bodies to withdraw, giving grea-
ter importance to Tuzla airport.

In April the United Nations
special envoy, Yasushi Akashi,
arrived at the airport with a
symbolic two tons of aid,
announcing that much more
would follow. Since then not a
single plane has landed.

The Bosnian government
agreed to place the airport
under the control of the UN Pro-
tection Force (UNPROFOR).
But Karadzic’s Serbs threat-
ened to shell the runway if
planes landed without their per-
mission. After they did so,
Danish UN troops arrived with
13 Leopard tanks, which have
yet to show their claws.

If this goes on, the people’s
fate is left in Karadzic’s Serbs’
hands. They insisted on inspect-
ing the aid deliveries at the air-
port. They would take some for
themselves and deliver the rest
to UNPROFOR, excluding the
UN High Commission for Re-
fugees and the Red Cross.

The Bosnian goverhment
suggested that the aid be inspec-
ted when the planes were first
loaded. Karadzic refused, pre-
ferring the presence of his in-
spectorate on the airport, six
kilometres from Tuzla.

Neither UNPROFOR nor
Akashi has a solution to this —
they are too busy flirting with
Karadzic’'s Serbs who openly
threaten to close all roads to
humanitarian convoys.

Croat extremists also oppose
the opening of the airport. With
Tuzla airport open the import-
ance of land corridors through
so-called Croatian Herceg-Bos-
nia would diminish. They pro-
tect their interests by controll-
ing convoys bound for Tuzla and
collecting taxes to finance Her-
ceg-Bosnia and its paramilitary
units (HVO).

For the same reason they
also oppose the opening of the
northern corridor — the shor-
test route to the Tuzla region.

Winter will soon be upon us,
and there is a real fear that aid
will not get through the snow-
and ice-bound roads. With this
stalemate there is only one solu-
tion: UNPROFOR must leave
the airport and hand it back to
the Bosnian army.

After May 1992, when the
Yugoslav National Army (JNA)
left Bosnia, the airport was con-
trolled and protected by the
Bosnian army, which repaired
the buildings and runways
blown up by the JNA before it
pulled out.

The risks involved in this
solution would be slight com-
pared with the starvation of
800,000 people. The airport has
become an instrument of politic-
al games behind the backs of
people who are so dependent on
the aid. These wrongs are deep-
1y felt. We appeal to your read-
ers for support.

Mirza Mukic
Tuzla

WE WELCOME LETTERS

SEND THEM TO: WORKERS PRESS,
PO BOX 735, LONDON SW8 1YB

— OR PHONE 071-582 8882

Optimism and
tenacity

IT IS consistent with his life as
a leftist that John P. Mathieson
(Letters, 10 September) now
identifies with the older Com-
munist Party of Great Britain
(CPGB).

Consider the implications of
that ‘Great Britain'! According
to him the CPGB was at its best
when it was committed to ‘the
British Road to Socialism’ and
‘the integrity of the United
Kingdom’.

Mathieson must explain why
a British road to socialism is
valid and a Scottish road not.
Furthermore, whether he used
polemical tricks or not, it is
significant that he did not con-
front the distinctiveness of Scot-
tish radicalism and socialism.
They were distinctive and no one
can alter historical facts.

But the saddest aspect of
Mathieson’s letter is his ‘optim-
ism’ after his picture of an allege-
dly spineless and apathetic Scot-
tish working class in 1994. This
reflects his miseducation in the
CPGB. It is a tribute to his tenac-
ity that he goes on and on without
being able to identify sources of
disaffection from the established
social order.

When the CPGB was ‘strong’
and ‘powerful’ members were
taught that the only yardsticks
for measuring militancy and so-
cialist consciousness were trade
unions’ and left-wing parties’
membership figures. (Does
Mathieson realise that reac-
tionaries think the past superior
to the present?)

In the good old days before
the World War I, non-trades
unionists and non-socialist
workers in Scotland expressed
disaffection by poaching, resist-
ing corporal punishment in
state schools, ete. If Mathieson
expanded his imagination and
sharpened his perception, he
would see Scotland is not what
he assumes!

There is more disaffection
with and antagonism to the
Tories than I ever remember.
Detestation for the parasitic
royal family did not exist when I
was a young socialist in the
1940s; the middle classes who
opposed the health service and
student grants now stoutly de-
fend such ‘collectivist’ provision.
Even Tom Nairn, who made his
name measuring class-con-
sciousness in the inherited. ‘left’
way, is now compelled by reality
to acknowledge the disaffection
in contemporary Scotland.
Nairn now speaks of a distinet
Scottish national inheritance
rooted in ‘the Calvinist Reforma-
tion and . . . the incorporation of
a Celtic sub-society’.

At a Labour Party meeting
in 1959 the fascist Colin Jordan's
thugs broke two of my ribs, so I
don’t need a lecture on faseism.
As Boris Souvarine pointed out,
Stalin deported ethnic groups
from the Volga to the Caucasus,
and wanted to liquidate the Jew-
ish minority d la Hitler's ‘Final

Solution’. Mathieson might con-
sider the French Communist
Party's encouragement of rac-
ism, opening the way for Le Pen.
I am no defender of the Scot-
tish National Party but, unlike
various Communist Parties, it
has not been responsible for ra-
cist attacks on black people or
minority groups.
James D. Young
Falkirk

Threatening
merger

THE reports from South Africa,
about the huge upsurge of
strikes, in last week's Workers
Press were great. An inspira-
tion to all of us in the workers’
movement here who have soli-
darised with the struggle by
that country’s unions and youth.

The empty promises that
were used to temporarily end
the anti- imperialist struggles in
the rest of Africa will not work
in the same way in South Africa.
People have not struggled for so
many years just for the right of
a few black politicians to drive
big cars and own ranches.

But it is not just the workers
who are mobilising. The ‘gov-
ernment of national unity’ has
appointed F.W. de Klerk to head
the new intelligence service. It
will be made up of the personnel
from the old BOSS state secur-
ity organisation, merged with
the ANC intelligence service.

This is not just a threat to
South African workers. A Gha-
naian refugee has told me how
worried workers were in other
African countries about the
threat to them from the South
African military machine.

BOSS agents were responsi-
ble for rooting out all opposition
to apartheid. They organised
the ‘Third Force’ killers. Now
joined by the ANC security,
which in its military camps beat
up, killed or jailed any young
fighter who questioned the au-
thority of the ANC leaders.

The Cape Town author of last
week’s article explained that
one man accused the strikers of
undermining the ANC govern-
ment. Millions of people voted
ANC. It is vital that the strikers
— still a small minority — do not
become separated from all
those who have fought for liber-
ation.

Why don’t militant workers
call for the real end of apart-
heid? Clear out all the old rub-
bish completely. Make the ANC
and South African Communist
Party break their alliance with
these people who are plotting to
suppress workers in South
Africa.

Down with the ‘government
of national unity’. ANC — you
won the election now use the
power the people gave you. Kick
out the apartheid bosses from
government. Kick out the mur-
derers. Disband the old reg-
ime’s organisation of terror.

Bob Myers
Manchester
ST

Workers Press £3,000 Monthly Fund

In so far: £1,422.04

WE'VE only been able to get about £600 in this
week. We're already behind for the month and the
problems this causes just keep piling up. A comrade
said at the weekend ‘Workers Press is far too good
for its circulation’. Such unsolicited testimonials are
‘most acceptable’, but they must be backed up with
a drive to get the paper out into the wider workers’
movement. That means getting your friends and
organisations you are involved in to buy it weekly.

But there is also the ‘South Africa Solidarity’

are in the centre of struggles there. They get sacked

(ten issues).

fund and ‘Workers International News’, paper of the

Workers International to Rebuild the Fourth Interna-
tional (South Africa). Our comrades in South Africa

from their jobs in the trades unions, receive death
threats and other harassment. They think that even-
tually they won’t need financial support except from
South Africa. But, in the meantime, they need our
help. Donations to Workers Press help our com-
rades in South Africa, because money to them often
comes from Workers Press funds. Otherwise make
cheques payable to ‘South Africa Fund'. Also, sub-
scribe to their paper for £5.50 (five issues) or £10

Mike Cooke

Send money to Workers Press, PO Box 735,
London SW8 1YB.

COMING SOON

TUESDAY 27 SEPTEMBER: Hack-
ney community care workers lobby
of Hackney Independent Living
Team's agm. Defend workers’
rights. 6pm, Anne Taylor Centre,
London Fieids (off Westigate Street),
London EB

WEDNESDAY 28 SEPTEMBER:
Aliance for Workers Liberty London
forum — ‘ireland afler the cease-
fire". John Sieele of Workers Press

debates with Sean Matgamna of
‘Socialist Organiser’/AWL. 7.30pm,
Lucas Arms, Gray's Inn Road
(King's Cross end), London WC1.
WEDNESDAY 28 SEPTEMBER:
Free Malcolm Kennedy: Justice for
Patrick Quinn campaign public
meeting. In May, Malcolm Kennedy
was convicted of manslaughter of
Patrick Quinn in a police cell. Ken-
niedy has always maintained that he
saw police officers assault Quinn,
who suffered terrible injuries and

was murdered, says the campaign.
Kennedy was originally convicted in
1991, but a 1992 ‘World in Action’
documentary showed that police
had lied. Two re-trials followed. The
Hackney Community Defence
Association and the Hammersmith
& Fulham Irish Community Forum
are heading the campaign for a
judicial inquiry into the case.
7.30pm, Halkevi Community Cen-
tre, 92-100 Stoke Newington Road,
London N16.

QORCUP’NG

BooKCELLAR

Secondhand basement
bookstore i

POLITICS FICTION ARTS MEDIA |
WOMEN'S STUDIES FILM
ARCHITECTURE EDUCATION

EUSTON ROAD

OPEN 11AM - 6PM MON. TO SAT.
BELOW HOUSMANS BOOKSHOF

5 CALEDONIAN ) 0s
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. Call for an international conference:

The future
of Marxism

Change of date:
London, Friday 21 April - Sunday 23 April 1995

P

AS THE 20th_century nears its
end, the ruling class more and
more turns away from reason
and science as the basis for its
outlook and ideology.

No longer believing in the
humanising and liberatory role
of education and science, or in
the idea of a society founded on
reason, the ruling class is in-
creasingly driven to repudiate
the cultural and ideological con-
quests of the past.

In the name of the rejection
of all ideology, the bourgeoisie
gives up any pretence of trying
to grasp the laws of develop-
ment of modern society as a
whole. It even celebrates the
‘end of history’ as the end of a
single, coherent process.

Instead of trying to grasp
‘the historical process as a
whole’, bourgeois thought — in
philosophy, sociology and other
branches of the ‘social sciences’
— focuses increasingly on the
supposed problems of the indi-
vidual, sundered from his or her
living social connections.

The progress of the natural
sciences is increasingly
threatened by the fact that their
development is ever more sub-
ordinated to the needs of capital
and its production for profit
rather than production to satis-
fy human needs. At the same
time, the absence of any cohe-
rent world outlook on the part of
the ruling class also serves to
impede the development of the
natural sciences.

Garish

Indeed, throughout the pre-
sent century we have seen the
periodic and garish revival of
mysticism, as astrology re-
mains popular, religious cults
mushroom, and seances and
witcheraft are fashionable pas-
times — obsessions even — in
‘educated’ circles, as well as
providing research materials
for the ‘social sciences’.

And yet the growth of scien-
tific thinking that marked the
rise of the bourgeoisie in the
modern world was a great
human achievement. This
achievement found its highest
expression in the sphere of so-
cial thought, with the conviction
that science could provide the
basis for the control of society in
the interests of human beings.

The Marxist world outlook
took the principal achievements
of bourgeois thought — English
classical political economy
(Smith, Ricardo), French
theories of socialism and clas-
sical German philosophy — and
overcame the contradictions

within them. Marx and Engels
did this by placing these
achievements in their real con-
text or unity, from which unity
came the force that alone could
really overcome these contra-
dictions — the working class.

The task of the working class
in emancipating itself from
capitalism was to lay the basis
for a truly human, classless
society which would carry for-
ward the entire cultural
achievements of the past. That
is why, in calling this interna-
tional conference in defence of
the achievements of reason and
science, we do so from the
standpoint that in the last resort
they can be defended only
through the development of
Marxism.

Grotesque

In the past many of the best
intellectuals, who wanted
genuinely to investigate pre-
sent-day society and its crises,
were turned away from Marx-
ism because, in their minds, it
was equated with its grotesque
perversion: Stalinism. But the
Stalinist regimes in eastern
Europe and the former Soviet
Union have collapsed, along
with the ideology of the Stalinist
bureaucracy that for decades
was able to pass itself off as
Marxism.

We therefore see this confer-
ence as a forum for discussing
the various aspects of the social
and ideological crisis engulfing
society, and thus providing an
opportunity to continue the re-
newal and development of
Marxism.

B We invite papers for con-
sideration at the conference. If
you intend to produce a paper
for consideration, could you
please send in your proposed
title and a brief abstract as soon
as possible. The final deadline
for the receipt of papers is 31
January 1995. We intend to pub-
lish the conference proceedings
and in turn make the conference
the basis for a new journal to
carry forward its work.

B The conference fee will be
£20 (£5 concessions) which will
include admission for the three
days, together with conference
materials.

B Admission for any one day
is £10 (£2.50 concessions)

B Arrangements for accom-
modation will be announced
shortly.

For further details, please
write to Geoff Pilling, Conference
Organiser, PO Box 735, London
SWs 1YB.

London signal workers
support groups public meeting
Thursday 29 September

7.30pm, Conway Hall, Red Lion Square,
London WC1 (Holborn tube) =
All welcome

Trotsky, Trotskyism and the
Transitional Epoch

Discussion meeting with David Gorman of ‘Radical Chains
and Helen Ticktin and Mick Cox of ‘Critique’

Friday 30 September

7pm-9pm, Conway Hall, Red Lion Square,
London WC1 (Holborn tube)

Tickets £1.50 (75p concs.)
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Workers act over

public pay limit

TUBE workers in the Rail Maritime and Transport union
have voted overwhelmingly to take strike action in
rejection of a derisory 2.5 per cent pay offer from
London Underground — 2,072 in favour and 809 against.

And nurses are coming in behind the offensive against the
government’s public-sector pay ceiling with a claim of more

than 8 per cent.
Pitiful
When you see that this would
only lift the pay of a nursing
auxiliary to a pitiful £150 a week
before stoppages, the need to
break the government pay limit

becomes crystal clear.
College lecturers in the

BY THE EDITOR

NATFHE union are set to go
back on the war-path against
the College Employers’ Forum,
which is trying to impose its new
‘slave contracts’ using a pay

increase of 2.9 per cent to those
who sign.

Teachers are claiming 4 per
cent and many other public-sec-
tor pay battles are in the offing.

Separate

The signal workers' strikes
continue, despite the move to-
wards further negotiations by
an RMT rank-and-file advisory
conference in Great Yarmouth
last weekend.

Their decision, to separate
the talks on payments for past
productivity and talks on ‘res-
tructuring’, was aimed at en-

couraging Railtrack back to the
table.

‘Restructuring’ is another
name for job losses and more
work for the same pay.

The need in the coming offen-
sive against the public-sector
pay ceiling is for co-ordination
of these actions, against the
anti-union laws, if necessary.

The support groups that have
begun to spring up in the wake
of the signal workers’ action
and the Community and Union
Action Campaign will be neces-
sary components in the forging
of this unity in action against the
government.

UNISON

UNISON, the public sector
union, has set an unwelcome
precedent. It has become the
first union to discipline its own
members for breaches of the
Tory anti-union laws.

Four social services shop
stewards are being charged
with ‘participating in and/or
supporting unlawful industrial
action’, following a strike
against racist practices at Fair-
field Day Centre in Liverpool.

The union’s national execu-
tive committee, which refused
to support the action by seven of
the 20 members at the centre,
said that it was ‘irrelevant’
whether racist practices took
place or not.

The members’ complaints

attacks its own members

were vindicated, ironically
enough, by a statement from the
city’s director of social services
acknowledging that these
practices had taken place. It
expressed regret that manage-
ment had not taken steps
against them.

Prides

As a UNISON Liverpool
branch bulletin comments: ‘It
comes to something when a
union like Unison, which prides
itself on its equal opportunities
policies is less progressive than
management.’

As in the case of the Sefton
Two (see article below), the
UNISON leadership has refused

Lack of direction at
Sefton Two meeting

BY JIM SMITH

UNISON members linked up
last Saturday to fight against
the complicity of their union
leadership in the anti-union
laws, by building solidarity with
the Sefton Two, union officers
fined for leading a successful
unofficial strike to save jobs and
stop privatisation.

But UNISON public sector
union delegates at the Liverpool
meeting, dominated by Socialist
Workers Party members,
avoided serious debate on the
implications of the Sefton Two
case for working-class leader-
ship. Few were able to connect
the fight for UNISON’s national
pay claim with the attack on
trade union rights illustrated by
the victimisation of the Sefton
Two.

Ballot

UNISON public sector union
Sefton branch secretary Nigel
Flanagan and chair Martin
Murphy were each fined £1,250
by Manchester Crown Court on
29 July (see Workers Press, 10
September). The union’s gener-
al secretary, Alan Jinkinson,
had refused to allow Sefton
branch to ballot for an official
strike. He later told UNISON
branches that they must not use
their funds to pay the fines, or to
give any other support to the
Sefton branch.

The ‘Fightback’ conference,
called by Sefton branch at the
Crosby Civic Hall, near Liver-

pool, was attended by 200 dele-
gates from 70 branches. Flana-
gan told the conference how at
the court he and Murphy had
been opposed not only by barris-
ters representing Sefton council
but also by barristers represent-
ing UNISON!

Flanagan and Murphy have
refused to pay the fines but,
despite Jinkinson's opposition,
financial support has been pour-
ing in from UNISON branches.
Flanagan told the delegates that
he felt it was particularly im-
portant that financial aid should
be paid from branch funds, thus
defying Jinkinson and the anti-
union laws by making ‘illegal’
payments.

A proposal at the conference
for a steering committee to be
setup to build a further delegate
conference in December
clashed with the conference
planned earlier by the Cam-
paign for a Fighting Democra-
tic UNISON (CFDU). An
attempt to link the two was
ruled out of order, and the prop-
osal for a December delegate
conference was lost.

But the conference unani-
mously passed a motion calling
for strike action against privat-
isation and urging branches to
call for an official special dele-
gate conference of UNISON. It
also called for continued sup-
port for the Sefton Two.

B There is a lobby of the UN-
ISON NEC in support of the Sef-
ton Two today (Saturday 24 Sep-
tember) at 8.30am outside the
Bloomsbury Great Hotel, Coram
Street (near Russell Square),
London WCH.

Workers Aid for Bosnia
Irish Night for Bosnia

Saturday 21 October

8pm-12 midnight, Camden Irish Centre,
Murray Street, London NW1
Irish bands 0 dancing O buffet. Tickets £3 (E1 conc.)

Lloyd’s high rollers on the slide

THAT great gaming house, Lloyd's, where many expected to make great
sums of money, has fallen on hard times. Lloyd’s is now over £2 billion in
debt. Some 3,000 of its ‘names’ owe £375m. They do not have the money.

The Lloyd's Hardship Scheme is to be wound up. The scheme was set
up, with Lady Archer as chair, to reach settiements to leave indebted names
with not less than £17,000 per year of income and a £150,000 house. Only
1,800 people applied to the committee. They obviously do not feel that
£17,000 a year is a liveable income. The total number of names at Lloyd's
has fallen from 28,000 to just 17,500 in the last four years.

to support its members when
they come into conflict with
management, and has bowed
before the anti-union laws.
However it has taken that capi-
tulation a step further in Liver-
pool, where it is now policing its
members on behalf of manage-
ment.

The case has highlighted how
the anti-union laws work in
practice. The UNISON Liver-
pool branch bulletin points out
that where working conditions
have become intolerable, as at
Fairfield Day Centre, delaying
to allow the union to organise
official action can mean defeat.

Not only does it give em-
ployers space to regroup but, as
the bulletin says, ‘it allows the

union leadership to string the
dispute out in the hope that
members will get demoralised
and give up’.

The bulletin continues: ‘A
union should be working for its
members, not against them.
Members don’t take industrial
action lightly: when they do act,
it is the duty of their elected
representatives . . . to support
them.’

The branch warns that the
leadership will discourage this
kind of action in order to keep
control of the membership. For
this reason it is imperative that
every support be given to the
four stewards, and they must be
defended against the UNISON
leadership.

Nigel Flanagan, of the Sefton Two, speaks to the conference
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Unite behind si

The signal workers’ dispute is sharply posing the
question of democracy in the workers’ movement
and the role of the labour bureaucracy,
write REX DUNN and MIKE HOWGATE

Delayed departure

ABOUR Party general secretary
arry Whitty is being put out to
rass. Some papers tip as possible
eplacements Tom Sawyer, of the
ublic service union UNISON, or
lack Dromey, of the Transport and
zeneral Workers’ Union. Sound
amiliar? Back on 25 April 1992,
orkers Press asked readers if
Fey fancied a career with Labour:
“Word is there may be a vacancy
n for Labour Party general sec-
, as they’re thinking of let-
:gli.yarry Whitty go, blaming him
losing the election.
‘Mind you, you’ll face some
gh competition. Current chair-
Tom Sawyer, well-liked by
il Kinnock, has fallen out with
guv’nor in the National Union of
blic Employees, Rodney Bicker-
, and is likely to be seeking a
after it merges with NALGO
COHSE. And another probable
trant is Jack Dromey . . .’
OK, our announcement was a
e early! Former GMB general
ion official Whitty had work to do
ore he could go. ‘Tribune’s’
ve Osler says (9 September):
itty it was who shouldered the
kless task of keeping the show
the road during last year’s bitter
fighting over one member one
pte. Some Christian socialists
bviously don’t subscribe to the
axim that blessed are the peace-
akers.’
Alongside this ‘Tribune’ adver-
ses its fourth annual fund-raising
mner — a £45-a-head beano on 27
tober at the Oval banqueting
nite, featuring ‘after-dinner
peaker Tony Blair MP’.
Condemning Labour leader
lair for usurping the national ex-
utive committee’s prerogative to
= or fire general secretaries,
sler says the right-wing Labour
-ordinating Committee pub-
shed a critical management con-
tant’s report last year. The
Guardian’ had a copy before the
abour Party conference, and has
nce carried unattributed quotes
ing Labour’s Walworth Road
eadquarters ‘a repository for
scond-rate union officials’.
The Oval banqueting suite is in
ambeth. Some Labour Party
embers blame the Labour Co-
dinating Committee and its
iends at the ‘Guardian’ for the
ch-hunt there, which brought ex-
misions, lost council seats, and
ckings. I hope there’ll be no un-
easantness on 27 October.

eathers ruffled

DOR ‘White Eagle’ David North,
tader of the US Workers League.
lies about Workers Aid for Bos-
a ‘gun-running for arms dealers’
pled nobody. His follower David
wland has fallen back on asserting
at a satellite telecommunications
sh, which Workers Aid was going
transport, constituted ‘military
ipment’.

To back this, Hyland cites a Un-

Nations officer reporting Serb

tnik objections! It's because
v speak for the imperialists and

tniks that I’ve dubbed North
ite Eagle’ (the Chetnik symbol).

~ Tim Wohlforth was ousted from
h Workers League in a phoney
gecurity’ row 20 years ago. His
irifriend, Nancy Fields, had been
Fought up by an uncle employed
§ the CIA.

At a2 launch for Wohlforth’s book
ke Prophet’s Children’, North
pmored the chair, to make a speech
cing \aEC\ Fw‘cL He was

53 -.u;:-: m his tracks o\ the
riter’s teenage daughter. What-
wer she said, the only thing ‘red’
bout “White Eagle’ North after
pas his face.

Charlie Pottins

A GENUINE united front of the left
is being built with the creation of
the North London Signal Workers’
Support Group, which held a public
meeting on 12 September to discuss
the way forward. Two key issues
were agreed: the raising of money
to sustain the strike; and that there
must be a political discussion with
the signal workers, and in the
labour movement generally, about
how the strike can be won.

The north London group has
been attempting to link up with the
Haringey and Enfield support
group, which is dominated by the
Socialist Workers Party. Proposals
have been put to this other group
for a united group based on demo-
cratic structures and for a national
network of support groups.

The strike cannot be won simply
by getting out on the street with a
bucket, or even by workplace col-
lections, the meeting was told by an
underground driver and local
branch secretary of the Rail Mari-
time and Transport union.

Workers who go on strike are
directly confronted by the capital-
ist state in the shape of the anti-
trade-union laws. Ways must be
found to break through them. A
victory for the signal workers is
vital to raise the morale and com-
bativity of all rail workers in their
struggle against job losses and
worsening conditions, in the run-up
to privatisation.

Settled

RMT is balloting its driver mem-
bers over strike action in support of
their pay claim. The ASLEF train
drivers’ union has just settled its
1994 claim — within the govern-
ment’s pay guidelines. This is one
reason why it is losing members to
the RMT. The best way RMT driv-
ers can show solidarity with the
signallers is to ensure that there is
a ‘yves’ vote for action.

After 15 weeks of determined
action by the signal workers, the
strike is at a crossroads. The RMT

leadership threatens to undermine
this action and to lose the initiative
for the signal workers.

Railtrack is being allowed to win
the propaganda war over the level
of service being operated on strike
days; and there is inaction over
health and safety. This issue could
be used to extend action to other
members of the union. But this
requires leadership from the top
and cannot be left to individual
members.

If the drivers’ ballot brings a
‘ves’ vote, the leadership could
bring the membership out by the
end of the month.

A north London signal worker
and RMT delegate expressed a
popular view among activists in
arguing that the next stage should
be all-out strike action. This policy
was to be proposed to an RMT
special conference of signal work-
ers. He said a five-pence-a-week
levy of every TUC member would
give £80 a week strike pay to every
striking signaller.

Condemnation

An issue repeatedly raised in the
meeting was the role of the Labour
Party, a millstone around the neck
of workers. There was general con-
demnation of the Labour leader-
ship for refusing to support the
striking signal workers. Many call-
ed for the levy to Labour to end and
the money to be paid to the strikers.

Workers are also faced with the
treachery of the TUC bureaucracy,
which speaks of the rights of the
individual worker as a consumer of
services, not of the collectivism of
the trade union movement. The
TUC leaders are also seeking to
build close relations with Tory
ministers, the Confederation of
British Industry, and the Liberal
Democrats. Meanwhile the Labour
leadership is saying a labour gov-
ernment would give equal treat-
ment to the unions and to the CBI.

At the beginning of last week,
the TUC leaders had persuaded the

Tube workers supporting the miners in 1992-93. A signallers’ victory would rais

RMT leadership to drop its precon-
dition to talks with Railtrack, that
a productivity payment be made,
and to go to arbitration through
ACAS.

Activists in the Labour Party
should fight to get their wards and
branches to support the signallers’
action. Outside the party, the left

on the RMT executive is calling for
the union to reassess its relation-
ship with Labour, a sign of the
politicisation of the trade union
rank and file.

But it is not enough to say that
the levy to Labour should be can-
celled and the money used to fi-
nance each new struggle. The

Little more than ¢

BY MARK METCALFE
of Hackney Trade Union Support Unit

PROBLEMS in building a united and demo-
cratic movement behind the signallers were
ably demonstrated at the meeting of the
‘Hackney Signal Workers Support Group’ on
16 August. Also the meeting was allowed no
real discussion on either the future work of
the group or on how the strike might be won.
Four members of the Hackney Trade
Union Support Unit (HTUSU) went to the
meeting. We were disappointed that no one
from the group had bothered to make contact
with us beforehand — the HTUSU had been
the base for local support groups for the
miners in *\4-9.:» Dm:'tvt orher~ in Q\o—h

The platform apeakers were both SWP
members and trades unionists, one being a
member of the RMT rail union but not a
signal worker. About 30 to 35 people were
there, most being workers. The chair refer-

red to the anger of the working class and the
public support that the signal workers are
enjoying. During the contributions that fol-
lowed, about six or seven SWP members got
up to say how much they had collected at
work, on street collections and on visits to
various workplaces. An impressive total of
£1,000 had been raised.

The only proposal on taking the strike
forward was a call for pressure on RMT
leader Jimmy Knapp to call for the TUC to
organise a demonstration. But the miners
marched with 250,000 in 1992 and still lost the
battle against pit closures, so what differ-
ence would this make?

Ignored

When an ex-railworker and former RMT

r:\ec.lme com'vuttee member got up and

7 had tried to organise in the

work for similar organisation

e chair -3:’ the meeting ;EIZHI‘E"

said the speech showed
an anger mthm the working class’.

The meeting began degenerating i
something akin to a church service
people getting up to say how much they had
collected and receiving applause. A HTUSU
member said that while collecting mones

was very important there was also the need
to ask how the strike could be won, as Rail-
track, backed by the government, seemed
determined to resist the signal workers’
modest demands.

The HTUSU member spoke of the need for
solidarity strike action by other groups of
workers, not least other RMT members. This
being the case the ‘Signal Workers Support
Group’ should, at least, put out propaganda
arguing for this. Reference was made to the
lack of rank-and-file organisations within the
unions and how no single left organisation
has a significant base within any section of
working people. It was a very modest contri-
bution and was greeted by stony silence.

The chair of the meeting told of the actions
planned for the next two weeks, giving de-
tails of two street collections. He was inter-
rupted by an HTT.'QL' member who told him
that we had ong to the meeting to

° k and not simply to be
ked who made the
puld become involved
intended becoming a

g with RMT mem-
no members of the

audienc
had pre

B Th
aimed a
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e the morale of all rail workers

working-class movement needs to
reconstruct itself; it cannot rely on
the spontaneous struggle alone.
The working class must develop its
independent ideology again. The
question of whether the working
class needs a new party should also
be raised. And of what kind of party
this should be.

. : t
j[;, outside of the HTUSU members,
Liously been picketing.

t the group should produce leaflets,
Fother groups, arguing for solidarity
tion.
1air tried to end the meeting without
he second proposal to the meeting,
tervened again and grudgingly the

agreed, but only if we wrote the
nd brought it to the next meeting.

Blatant

ictivities of the ‘Hackney Signal
3 Support Group’ are a blatant
by the SWP to boost its ailing mem-
through organising collections in
res and presenting itself as ‘radical’.
no democracy within the group; all
jons are held by SWP members and
ions made by them.

roup’s activities amount to little
n charity (many will remember that
he 1984-85 miners’ strike the SWP
led those collecting for the miners as
workers’) — although it is vitally
;harity.

s article is an edited version of a
sued by the Hackney Trade Union
Unit.

JOHN SPENCER reviews a
book on the life of the
WRP’s disgraced former -
leader, the late Gerry Healy

THE explosion in the Workers Re-
volutionary Party that expelled its
long-time leader Gerry Healy in
1985 was a watershed in the lives of
most of the people closely involved
in the movement. The chain reac-
tion of splits and recriminations
that followed is still in progress
nearly ten years later, and the pas-
sions the event aroused have not
died.

Even before I joined the WRP’s

- predecessor, the Socialist Labour

League, in 1963, the organisation
had acquired some of the features
of a cult with built-in mechanisms

- —,.excessive security, isolation
from other political currents,

hyper-activity and a network of in-
ternal spying — which inhibited
members from thinking for them-
selves. The study of materialist di-
alectics had already begun to turn
into a demonstration of the infalli-
bility of Healy’s personal mental
processes.

Cultish features may arise natu-
rally and are perhaps inevitable in
a party built on Leninist lines and
kept in being for decades waiting
for the objective situation to match
its revolutionary aspirations. The
search for the ‘correct’ political
line, and the need to defend past
party decisions, harden into a rigid
orthodoxy.

The accumulated weight of the
absolutely correct decisions of the
past — each building its own abso-
lutely inevitable quantum of error
— ultimately breaks the party’s
back.

Healy’s disgrace brought frag-

‘Of course MI5 has agents in
left-wing organisations, but it
was an act of bad faith for
Healy to find them always
among his political
adversaries.’

mentation. Everyone became his
or her own judge of the right line,
on which no two members could
agree.

With the exception of Bob Pitt’s
interesting and painstaking
attempt to piece together Healy’s
biography in ‘Workers News’, only
the Healyite diehards Corinna Lotz
and Paul Feldman have proved
capable of getting together a book-
length piece of writing about him,
‘Gerry Healy: a Revolutionary
Life’.

Beyond vaguely worded refer-
ences to the slanders of the
bourgeois press, Lotz and Feldman
choose to ignore the awkward fact
that Healy was a serial sex abuser.

In Lotz’s part of the book there
is no mention of sex at all. Feldman
has one throwaway reference to
Healy’s secretary, Aileen Jen-
nings, having made ‘poisonous
allegations about the 71-year-old
Healy's sexual behaviour’ in a
letter to the WRP’s political
committee.

Lotz tells Healy’s life story from
the events immediately before his
expulsion, ignoring the months of
ferment which went before, up to
his death. It is an affecting person-
al memoir, putting Healy in an
attractive light, which recalled for
me the days when I myself thought
him to be the greatest contempor-
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llers| Scurrilous charge
of MI5 conspiracy

LABOUR MP Ken Livingstone has returned to
his witch-hunting of the Workers Revolutionary
Party. In his review of ‘Gerry Healy: A
Revolutionary Life’ in the ‘Guardian’ (6
September), he again claims that MI5 was
responsible for the split in our party in 1985.

Neither the book under review — which also
makes the charge — nor Livingstone provides a
shred of evidence in support of this claim. Healy
was expelled from the WRP by the
overwhelming majority of members on quite
specific charges: that, using his authority, he
had sexually and physically abused party
members, many of them young women.

If Livingstone has evidence to back his

allegations that the real reasons for Healy’s
expulsion were quite different, why has he failed
to make it public to the labour movement? We
again challenge him: if you have the evidence,
present it to the movement.

One final point. Since Healy’s expulsion
Livingstone has lent his support to bodies such as
Workers Aid for Bosnia and the Kilburn Defence
Campaign in which, as Livingstone knows,

members of the WRP who fought for Healy’s

engaged.

expulsion have been actively and prominently

Why has Livingstone been prepared to
associate with people who at worst were agents
of the security services, or at best their dupes?

ary political figure. Feldman; in a
constipated plod through his hero’s
official biography, starts his
account with Healy’s birth and
takes us up to 1985.

By skating over the crucial issue
of sexual abuse, the authors create
a gaping narrative void into which
MI5 can be injected. Their essential
accusation, baldly put, is that five
named individuals in the party’s
finance department — Dot Gibson,
Clare Cowen, Robert Harris, David
Bruce and Aileen Jennings — were
agents of the security service.

The ‘proof’ for them is in Corin
Redgrave’s financial report pub-
lished in October 1985. ‘What had
almost certainly begun as a mis-
guided and behind-the-scenes
attempt to overcome party prob-
lems had been transformed into
full-blown sabotage, driven on by
state intervention,’ says Feldman.

Shorn of its final five malicious
words, Feldman’s description is
not a bad way of looking at what
happened to the party’s finances.
Since they actually had to balance
the books, those in the finance de-
partment became aware long be-
fore the rest of us that the show was
over. But no agent would have
poured money into the party as
Redgrave’s report shows Gibson
and Cowen did.

As to sabotage, Healy had long
exercised personal control over the
finances and neither the political
nor central committees were told
the sources and destination of
funds. As emerged from the welter
of litigation after the split, much of
what most members thought be-
longed to the party was in fact
owned either by the Redgrave duo,

Corin and Vanessa, or by Clare
Cowen.

Previous dissident groups in the
SLL/WRP had known of Healy’s
harem, but Robin Blick and Alan
Thornett, for example, rejected the
idea of exposing this aspect of the
Healy cult.

The new factor in 1985, alongside
Jennings’s letter to the political
committee, was the vocal cam-
paign of several young women
party workers, children of people
who had joined in the 1960s, who
accused Healy of forcing his sexual
attentions on them. It was the indif-

Vanessa Redgrave and Gerry Healy before the 1985 explosion in the WRP

ference of the Healy clique towards

.these vulnerable comrades that

made the final spark.

Attempts to justify Healy’s acti-
vities failed dismally. True believ-
ers fell back first on denial and then
on pretending that the sex abuse
charges were so unspeakable as to
be beneath discussion and capable
only of being an MI5 fabrication.

Of course MI5 has agents in left-
wing organisations, but it was an
act of bad faith for Healy to find
them always among his political
adversaries. In reality, agents are
as likely to be in one faction as
another.

In a glowing foreword to the
book, written in March 1994, Ken
Livingstone MP states: ‘MI5 clear-
ly felt that they had to stop the
growing influence of the WRP. I
have never changed my belief that
the split in the WRP during 1985
was the work of MI5 agents.’

Since the book effectively lays
the charge of MI5 involvement at
the door of named individuals,
Livingstone is here endorsing a
spiteful factional campaign.
Worse, he admitted to ‘Esquire’
magazine in November 1993 that he
has no evidence.

Of course, Healy started mutter-
ing about state intervention from
the very moment of the split, before
anything had appeared in the press
about its causes. He might even in
his paranoia have been convinced of
MI5 involvement — but he had pow-
erful reasons of his own to say that.

Lotz describes a meeting be-
tween Healy and a libel lawyer
brought in by Corin Redgrave to
discuss how to deal with the
‘charges against Gerry’ — which

she characteristically doesn’t
describe.

‘After listening to the arguments
which the lawyer said would form
the substance of the case, Gerry
rapidly decided that such a court
action could never succeed. The
real issues would be obscured by a
smokescreen of details about his
personal life.’

For the majority of his party, the
details of his ‘personal life’ were
the issue.

Significantly, a large section of
his own faction, headed by party
organiser Sheila Torrance, did not

believe Healy’s MI5 story, in her
case perhaps because she knew of
the sexual abuse and regarded it as
an adequate explanation for the
behaviour of the anti-Healy faction.
Healy’s response to his disgrace
and expulsion was to redouble his
efforts to reach the holy grail of
mental domination of the material
world. According to Lotz, he made
spectacular progress ‘advancing
far beyond his teaching and writing
of the late 1970s and early 1980s’.
‘The concentration now was on
how to train the mind directly and
immediately under any conditions
that presented themselves. It
would allow party members to
function in all political circum-
stances, quickly uncovering the
essence of all developments.’
Fortunately the results have not
been lost! The book contains a pull-
out diagram — ‘Relation between
the essences’ — concentrating this
wisdom into just 67 red words and
178 black ones, linked by 45 arrows.
As the years passed, Healy's
supporters drifted away: Torrance
pursued her own agenda and car-
ried on publishing the party’s for-
mer paper ‘News Line’; ‘News
Line’ editor Alex Mitchell returned
to Australia.

Loyal

By the time Healy died, only the
Redgraves and the Lotz-Feldman
group remained loyal. And they
split up within months of Healy's
death. The Redgraves accused
Lotz of being an ‘agent provocateur’
and claimed that Healy had been
done in by MI5, MI6, Special
Branch, the South African security
service BOSS, the Israeli security
service MOSSAD and the CIA. The
Redgraves set up an inquiry that
has yet to report!

Feldman and Livingstone had
nothing to say publicly about the
alleged international conspiracy to
murder Healy. They were ready to
denounce the charge against Lotz
as ‘a flagrant violation of the demo-
cratic traditions and procedures of
the labour movement having more
in common with the methods of a
military dictatorship’.

None of these three worthies has
any qualms when it comes to laying
a similar and equally baseless
charge against the 1985 ‘conspir-
ators’.

Though the book provides a good
deal of unintended entertainment
and is an antidote to anyone who
thinks Healy was all bad, its au-
thors really ought not to get away
unchallenged with their scurrilous
line about MI5.

‘Gerry Healy: a Revolutionary
Life’, by Corinna Lotz and Paul
Feldman, Lupus Books, London.
Price £15.

B John Spenser was acting-editor
of the ‘News Line’' at the time of
Healy’s expulsion from the WRP.
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A dirty
business

THE outcome of the Colin Stagg
case has left the police, the par-
tisans of ‘psychological profil-
ing’ (that brain-child of an FBI
agent), the stipendiary magis-
trate who committed Stagg, and
the Crown Prosecution Service
with enough egg on their faces
to make an omelette the size of
Wimbledon Common.

There is not one single re-
deeming feature of this case. It
was a fiasco, a monumental
piece of botchery, a complete
and utter mess.

No one involved emerges
well out of it, save only the
woman officer ‘Lizzie James’,
who, in a lengthy and fruitless
effort to trap Stagg into a con-
fession, volunteered both to
write him increasingly lurid
pornographic letters and to
meet him.

However misled, she was un-
deniably courageous. And she
was almost certainly several
degrees brighter than her hand-
lers. She could hardly have been
less bright than they showed
themselves to be.

From start to finish, the
police and those who advised
them — faceless CPS lawyers
and the forensic psychologist
Paul Britton — conducted them-
selves with a bungling amateur-
ish zeal that not only calls in
question their professional com-
petence but also raises grave
doubts about their grasp of
reality.

Read, if you haven't already
done so, the defence counsel’s
speech to the judge, as repro-
duced in last weekend's ‘Inde-
pendent of Sunday’, detailing
the ‘process of suggestion and
seduction drawn out over sever-
al months’ by which the hapless
policewoman ‘induced Stagg to
say things the police wanted
him to say, so that his psycholo-
gical profile would conform
with the psychological profile
they had prepared of the Nickell
murderer’.

The picture of police
methods and police mentality
this devastating speech pre-
sents almost defies belief. If it
came out of a novel, most read-
ers would dismiss it out of hand
as far-fetched rubbish.

Yet it did happen. Month
after month, the policewoman
was instructed to provoke this
wretched, sexually inexperi-
enced and desperately lonely
man to write increasingly sadis-
tic sexual fantasies, to admit to
a homosexual experience in his
teens, to ‘confess’ to an imagin-
ary murder committed when he
was 12 years old.

Again and again, she ups the
stakes. She offers to visit him at
his home. She offers to go on
holiday with him. She spins
yvarns about having taken part
in human sacrifice, about hav-
ing cut a woman's throat with a
knife. Again and again, she does
her best to shape his response.

Referring to the Wimbledon
Common murder, she tells him:
‘If only it had been you.’

With what result? None
whatever. There is no confes-
sion, The whole sordid operation
ends in failure.

And the upshot is that the
atrocious murder of Rachel
Nickell in front of her infant son
isunsolved, and likely to remain
S0.

FOR the British working-class
movement these clumsy efforts
to trap Stagg into confessing
that he murdered Rachel Nick-
ell have a special resonance
that goes far beyond the pros
and cons of ‘psychological pro-
filing’ and legal niceties about
admissible and inadmissible
evidence.

In her efforts to trap Stagg
‘Lizzie James’ was acting as an
agent provocateur.

The British workers’ move-
ment has been obliged to cope
with such vermin ever since it
came into existence. The use of
agents provocateurs — wretches
paid to incite strikers, rebels,
and pelitical activists to engage
in criminal activity for which
they were then jailed or ex-
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ecuted — has been a mainstay of
the British capitalist state for
the best part of 200 years.

The so-called Cato Street
conspiracy was one of the ear-
liest examples of the successful
use of this method.

Following the 1819 Peterloo
massacre, when Manchester
factory- owners, merchants and
shopkeepers slaughtered un-
armed demonstrators, and
radicals all over Britain were
thirsting for justice, the agent
provocateur George Edwards,
brother of a policeman, pro-
posed to a radical group that
they execute the Cabinet whom
they held guilty of this crime.
The execution would serve as
the signal for an insurrection.

It was Edwards who sugges-
ted every single detail of the
plan, including the purchase of
muskets, ammunition, pistols,
pikes, and other weapons.

The five conspirators were
arrested and tried for high
treason before the Lord Chief
Justice and a series of carefully
selected juries.

Edwards wasn’t called as a
witness. Instead he was packed
off to the Channel Islands to
protect his hide.

The accused were sentenced
to be hanged and then be-
headed, and the sentence was
carried out, before a crowd
shouting ‘Murder!’, early on the
morning of 1 May 1820.

Twenty-eight years later
William Cuffay, black leader of
London’s Chartists, and two of
his comrades were convicted of
‘levying war on Queen Victoria'.

Cuffay’s conviction — he was
transported for life to Australia
— was obtained through the evi-
dence of two police spies and
agents provocateurs.

The first, Thomas Powell,
generally known as ‘Lying
Tom’, admitted in cross-exami-
nation that he had told the Char-
tists how to make grenades:

‘T told them that gunpowder
must be put into an ink-bottle
with an explosive cap, and I
dare say I did say that it would
be a capital thing to throw
among the police if it had some
nails in it.’

The other spy, George Davis,
who sold second-hand books and
furniture in Greenwich, where he
was a member of the Chartists’
‘Wat Tyler brigade’, told how he
had attended its meetings and
‘reported within two hours all
that had occurred at each meet-
ing to the inspector of police’.

For the previous few weeks,
he added, the people of Green-
wich had suspected him of being
a spy, and he had lost his trade
as a result. Then as now, those
who practised his more furtive
trade were loathed by almost
everyone.

The Metropolitan Police had
been paying Powell a weekly
handout of £1. They paid Davis
a lump sum of £150.

As Cuffay pointed out in his
defiant speech from the dock:
‘The present Government is
now supported by a regular
organised system of espionage
which is a disgrace to this great
and boasted free country.’

A CENTURY and a half later
the same system is still in place,
though it has become much
more sophisticated. Everyone
in the working-class movement
knows that police spies and
agents provocateurs are still
used against us.

We don’t get paranoid about
it, but take obvious precautions.
Sometimes, though, we need a
reminder, and the Stagg case
surely provides one.

Not only is it a prime exam-
ple of police tunnel vision: an
idée fire carried to the absurdest
lengths. It also reminds us how
far the police are prepared to go
in their dirty business of entrap-
ment.
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Swedish ‘dreamland’

THE return to office of the So-
cial Democrats in Sweden in the
midst of a deepening economic
crisis can provide valuable les-
sons for workers in Britain and
the rest of Europe, especially
those who still hope that the
election of social-democratic or
Labour parties can answer their
problems.

The Social Democrats won
45.6 per cent of the popular vote,
an increase on their 37.7 per
cent in the general election of
September 1991.

Commenting on the results,
the ‘Financial Times’ (19 Sep-
tember) said:

‘The outcome is a nightmare
scenario for financial markets
concerned that a Social Demo-
cratic government dependent
on the left might be unable to
implement tough policies to
tackle Sweden’s deep budget de-
ficit and fast-rising public debt.’

Repudiated

But Social Democratic Party
leader Ingvar Carlsson immedi-
ately repudiated the idea that
there would be any coalition
with the Left party. This is the
former Communist Party. With
6 per cent of the vote it achieved
is its best result since 1945.

Carlsson had been hoping to
form a coalition with the Liberal
party — a member of the out-
going right-wing government.
But the Liberals made such a
poor showing that this plan has
been scotched.

The Social Democrats fought
the election on a programme of
public spending cuts designed to
reduce a budget deficit that is
expected to total the equivalent
of 11 per cent of the gross nation-
al product (GNP) this year.

turns to nightmare

Volvo production: unemployment in Sweden, currently 14 per cent, is set to soar even higher

Carlsson also promised to
stabilise the mounting public
debt — now running close to 100
per cent of the GNP.

Before being installed in
office the Social Democratic
leader promised ‘very strong
measures’ to tackle the coun-
try’s public finances.

‘Our main policy will be an
economic policy which gets
down the budget deficit, stabil-
ises the state debt and reduces
unemployment,” he said.

But the cutting back of gov-
ernment spending is bound to
increase sharply the level of un-
employment, already at 14 per
cent.

Right-wing leaders of the

Labour Party in Britain have
long looked to Sweden as their
‘dreamland’. An extensive prog-
ramme of welfare benefits, a
system of tri-partite relations
between the trade union lead-
ers, the employers and the state
seemed to have brought lasting
prosperity to that country.

Sweden'’s relative prosperity
was based entirely on its ability
to export valuable raw mate-
rials, such as wood, as well as
highly specialised commodities,
such as quality cars and en-
gineering products, to the world
market, especially to the Euro-
pean market.

It is the crisis in Europe and
the consequent stagnation of

markets for Swedish exports
that has plunged the country
into the biggest recession for
almost 50 years.

It is this that has brought a
sharp rise in unemployment and
the consequent strains on wel-
fare benefits.

In Sweden, a Social Demo-
cratic government is now called
upon to spearhead the struggle
by the employing class to take
back from the working class all
the gains it has been forced to
concede throughout the post-
war period.

It is a government that must
rapidly come into collision with
the working class, as Carlsson
has already indicated.

Slan

BY COLIN PENDLETON

DELEGATES at Barking and
Dagenham trades council gas-
ped as a letter was read out. ‘Is
there an address?’ asked one
trade unionist. ‘Does it say
which planet?’

The letter was from David
Hyland’s Rotherham-based In-
ternational Communist Party
(ICP), its latest attack on the
Workers Revolutionary Party
and Workers Aid for Bosnia.

Workers Aid has sent eight
relief convoys to Bosnian re-
fugee camps and the be-
leaguered mining town of Tuzla,
where Muslim, Serb and Croat
workers remain united against
aggression and ‘ethnic cleans-
ing’. Links have been made with
the Tuzla trades unions.

As part of the Workers Inter-
national to Rebuild the Fourth

International, the Workers Re-

volutionary Party is proud to
participate in this real interna-
tional solidarity, which was in-
itiated by a Serb comrade of the
Workers International.

But the Workers Aid convoys
have been made possible by
three things. First, the support
and generosity of trades union-
ists and ordinary people in sev-
eral countries, who have contri-
buted money, food, clothing and
whatever they could.

Second, the steadfastness of
Bosnian workers, artists and re-
fugees, and the welcome the
Workers Aid convoys have re-
ceived in Tuzla.

Third, the willingness of
young workers (and some not so
young!), unemployed people
and students from several coun-
tries to endure mountain tracks,
hardships, and bureaucratic de-
lays to drive into a war zone
with help for the Bosnian

erer

people. The horrors of war in
former Yugoslavia, the bom-
bardment of hospitals and
schools, the torching of villages,
the rape camps and ‘ethnic
cleansing’, evoking memories
of Hitler’s fascism, impel most
people to feel something must
be done. They arouse no such
passion from the International
Communist Party (ICP).

The ICP and its colleagues in
the US Workers League have
not demonstrated at the Foreign
Office or the United Nations
against imperialist partition
plans, or Serb Chetnik and
Croat Ustashi fascist atrocities
which these encouraged. They
haven't sent so much as a tin of
beans to Bosnia.

But when Workers Aid for
Bosnia held a fund-raising be-
nefit in London, featuring cellist
Vedran Smailovie (who had
played on the shell-torn streets
of Sarajevo to protest at the
slaughter of his people), the ICP
were outside accosting concert-
goers, accusing Workers Aid of
concealing its politics behind
humanitarian works. They im-
pressed nobody.

The ICP has sent every trade
union and Labour MP who sup-
ported Workers Aid for Bosnia
an expensive booklet denounc-
ing the WRP and Workers Aid
as ‘gun-runners’. It asked peo-
ple to believe that the imperial-
ists whose UN forces control
Bosnia’s roads and airports, en-
forcing their arms embargo, en-
trusted strategic arms supplies
to Workers Aid’s worn-out lor-
ries, travelling over mountain
tracks and through half a dozen
hostile checkpoints.

While Workers Aid suppor-
ters were out collecting funds
for diesel and new tyres, the ICP
assured anyone daft enough to
believe it that Workers Aid con-
voys operated under ‘commer-

slammed

cial contracts paid for by Euro-
pean arms dealers’.

It also declared the WRP an
‘appendage of the Labour and
trade union bureaucracy’, like-
ly to join a Tory coalition.
(However, David Hyland leaves
this out of his letters to MPs!)
No wonder a brother at
Dagenham wondered when Hy-
land would get around to men-
tioning little green men and
flying saucers.

Insulted

Many trades unionists and
other Workers Aid supporters
feel insulted by the Hylandites’
patronising suggestion that they
don’t know what they are sup-
porting. Bury, Radcliffe and
District trades council secret-
ary Brian Marsden replied to
the ICP’s letter:

‘Dear Mr Hyland,

‘I have just received your let-
ter in respect of Workers Aid for
Bosnia, and take exception to the
suggestion that I, or Bury, Rad-
cliffe & District Trades Council
are being “duped” or are naive in
our support for Workers Aid. The
Trades Council supported Work-
ers Aid politically, as well as on
humanitarian grounds. Who was
behind the initiative was not an
issue; however, the organisers de-
serve credit for developing Work-
ers Aid.

‘The accusations you make in
respect of WRP/Workers Aid are
very serious. Unfortunately you
do not back them up with any
hard fact. If you wish me to take
them seriously, you will have to
provide tangible evidence.

‘If you wish to engage in a
polemic or trade insults with
the WRP that is entirely your
affair, not one for the Trades
Council.’

Workers Press pointed out
that lies about ‘gun-running’

were used by Serb forces as a
pretext for attacking convoys.
and could endanger the lives of
Workers Aid volunteers. The
Hylandites said this was nothing
to do with them. They affect
surprise at being branded allies
of the Serb-nationalist Chetniks.

The only way people in Tuzla
and refugees abroad can keep in
touch is by satellite telephone
link. Workers Aid for Bosnia has
acknowledged that it was asked
to carry a satellite telecom-
munications dish for Tuzla Tele-
com, although as it happens this
was sent by other means.

“The charges are proven’, de-
clared Hyland's ‘International
Committee’ (statement, 5 Au-
gust). ‘WRP admits role in
transporting satellite dish to
Bosnia’! Once again, unions.
trades councils and MPs were
circulated. Somehow refer
ences to ‘gun-running’, ‘arms
dealers’ and coalition govern-
ments have been dropped, af
least from print.

But backing the claim thai
telecommunications equipment
constituted ‘strategic military
equipment’, the ‘International
Committee’ cites authority.

‘According to Ron Redmond.
spokesman for the UN High
Commission for Refugees head-
quartered in Geneva, telephone
equipment much less sophisti-
cated than a satellite dish has
been held up at the Sarajevc
airport for months because of
Serb objections to its transpor
into the Bosnian capital.’

Maybe the UN should let the
‘Hyland Light Infantry’, with its
sensitivity to ‘Serb objections”.
check all lorries heading for
Bosnia, and decide which aid
organisations are ‘genuine’, i.e
not likely to upset the Chetniks?
Liars like the ICP certainly
don't belong in the workers
movement.
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ﬁ Remember Surinder Bassi

SURINDER BASSI was on the
picket line for over a year out-
side the Burnsall’s factory in
Smethwick. She had gone on
strike for the right to join a
. trade union (the GMB general
workers’ union), for health and
safety, and against forced over-
time and the meagre wages for
dirty and gruelling work.
Surinder, together with Dar-
shan Kaur, became a spokes-
woman for this historic strike of
Asian workers. They travelled
the length and breadth of the
country — speaking to the
Timex strikers in Dundee; at
the benefit concert held for the
Burnsall strikers in London; to
standing ovations in Chester-
field and Sheffield and at the
Women Against Pit Closures
rally in Hyde Park where, with
Darshan holding the mic-
rophone for her, Surinder spoke

Surinder Bassi
simply and directly to
thousands of people about the
. reality of their experiences: the
industrial injuries, the daily
abuse, and the employers’ sheer
contempt for workers’ rights.
Surinder was always the first
to challenge the racist manage-
ment, the strikebreakers, and
the police who continually
harassed the strikers. Her de-
termination and enthusiasm
and her vibrant personality
gave the Burnsall strikers the
tenacity and strength which
ecarried them through the long
months on the picket line and
enabled them to resist the con-
tinual efforts by paid trade
union officials to make them

‘Itis very cold and very hard standing
on the picket line. But to be honest
with you, we are not tired. We are very
happy. Yesterday at the demo we saw
bosses going past with their heads
down — they have never done that
before... Ourkids are really pleased
with us... Even if what we have done
doesn’t help us, the kids will get

something out of it’

— Surinder Bassi (19 February 1950

11 July 1994).

A memorial meeting was held in

abandon the strike.

In December 1993, Surinder
and Darshan came to London
for what was to be their last trip
to the city together. They went
to receive the Martin Ennals
Award for Civil Liberties, in
recognition of their courageous
struggle for fundamental trade
union rights which are currently
denied to workers.

Earlier this year Surinder
used her industrial tribunal
award on equal pay to take her
daughter Narinder on a holiday
to India. Soon after her return

‘Always the first to challenge...’

London last Tuesday for Surinder
Bassi, a Burnsall’s striker. Among the
speakers were Narinder Bassi,
Darshan Kaur (Burnsall striker),
Arthur Scargill (National Union of
Mineworkers’ president), Avtar
Takhar (family member), Burnsall
Strikers Support Committee
(Birmingham), Crawley bin workers’

striker, Tower Hamlets trades council

and the South Asia Solidarity Group.

The following is text of the leaflet

she was taken ill. She died on 11
July in the Queen Elizabeth hos-
pital, Birmingham.

History

Surinder came to England
from India in 1968. After her two
children Narinder and Kamaljit
were born, she worked for many
yvears in the textile industry in
Bradford. Later she was self-
employed when the family ran a
mini-market, before moving to
Smethwick where Surinder took
her place in the history of the

advertising the memorial meeting.

trade union movement and the
ongoing struggle of Asian
women in Britain against ex-
ploitation and racism.

In the words of the song writ-
ten by Tej Purewal for the Burn-
sall strike:

I am tired of bowing down

The time has come to rise up

and stand tall

From today, I vow to have

no fear . . .

B For information contact the
Burnsall Strikers Support Com-
mittee (London) 071-713 7907.

The low-paid Burnsall strikers went on strike for the right to join a trade union —the GMB

BY PAUL HENDERSON

MOST readers of Workers Press
will be familiar with the ‘Big
Issue’, the newspaper sold by
homeless people, which prints
articles of general interest, not
necessarily related to homeless-
ness.

‘Street Sheet’ is a monthly
paper produced by the Coalition
on Homelessness in San Fran-
eisco, California. Less ‘up-mar-
ket’ than the ‘Big Issue’, it is
written by the homeless, and its
articles are about homelessness
and the homeless community.

Brutal

It describes its writers’
hopes and aspirations, and
gives tips to the homeless about
how to stay alive. Most of all, it
gives a monthly catalogue of the
brutal treatment, little removed
from barbarism, meted out to
the homeless.

California is probably one of
the richest areas in the world,
and San Francisco is one of its
richest cities. Yet in this city
homelessness is increasing
rapidly, fuelled by the collapse
of jobs in the so-called Silicone
Walley hi-tech industrial region.
‘The response of the city author-
ities has been to drive the home-
less off the streets, dressing up
their attacks in liberal phrases
about ‘help for the homeless’.

Hamalacenace in Qan EFran_

cisco is illegal. This may seem
strange, in that it cannot be easy
to find people who actually want
to be homeless; in fact, the
homeless don’t really have a
choice in the matter. What the
laws against homelessness do is
give the police a free hand in
harassing the homeless, who
usually end up with fines they
cannot pay or in jail. It also
gives a green light to thugs who
regularly assault and even kill
people living on the streets.

Just over a year ago, in Au-
gust 1993, the Matrix Program
came on stream, instigated by
the mayor of the city, Frank
Jordan. Matrix's stated aim
was to use the resources of the
city to find the homeless homes.
In reality, only a tiny minority
were helped in this way. For
example, according to ‘Street
Sheet’, social services depart-
ment figures show that out of
2,246 people contacted between
August 1993 and April 1994 by
Matrix, only 136 moved into per-
manent housing.

Failure

"The failure of Matrix left
those who could not be found
housing subject to the other
parts of the programme. ‘Street
Sheet’ describes these parts as
‘nothing more than a system
that justifies harassment and
violates civil rights’.

The paper adds that ‘though

the program was adapted to in-
nlnds o cami liharal cnanial cor

vice pretext, all it's really done
is levy fines on poverty-stricken
people, take their belongings,
pass out “‘information and re-
ferrals”’, cart homeless people
off to jail, and throw them back
onto the street where they were
in the first place’.

‘Street Sheet’ points out that
‘the true backbone of Matrix is
its law enforcement compo-
nent’. Between August 1993 and
February 199, the police cited
6,268 homeless individuals for

‘What the laws against
homelessness do is give the
police a free hand in
harassing the homeless, who
usually end up with fines they
cannot pay or in jail.’

violating police and park codes.
As most of the homeless also
have no money, most of the $78
fines become jail sentences. Ina
city that has closed 90 per cent
of its public toilets, the police
have issued 609 citations for
‘urinating in publie’.

‘Street Sheet’ describes a
scene as homeless people are
fed from a soup kitchen:

‘A woman of mild manner
was about to be served her lunch
when the Matrix police
approached her. Erica was hun-
gry, but they wanted her not to
accept the food that was being
offered. Why would the police

nandons hitnmoor? Cha urac arrac.

Homeless in the ‘Land of the Free’

ted for conspiracy to serve food
and resisting arrest.’

The San Francisco police
take the supermarket trolleys
into which are loaded the only
possessions of the homeless —
their blankets, sleeping bags
and other things — and throw
them into the garbage crusher.
They wake the homeless in the
morning with truncheons, boots
and obscenities, to drive them
out of the city squares.

Foremost

This is the situation in one of
the US’s foremost cities as the
social problems thrown up by
the crisis multiply. It is clear
that the homeless in San Fran-
cisco, as much as the travellers
in Britain, the mentally ill and
the street children in South
American cities, are rapidly
becoming ‘surplus to require-
ments’, a ‘luxury’ for a capital-
ist system that can no longer
contain its contradictions.

One problem for the author-
ities is the changing social com-
position of this surplus. In the
case of the homeless and the
unemployed, in all countries
they are being joined by in-
creasing numbers of people who
are literate and articulate, peo-
ple who will not sit down and
silently accept their situation.
In the US, sister papers to
‘Street Sheet’ are in Chicago
(‘Street Wise’) and New York
(‘Street Watch’), and there may

wall ha nthare
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City lights

Not a penny
more . ..

THE Lord Archer-Anglia Tele-
vision saga refuses to die.

The story so far. Lord
Archer, best-selling novelist
and Tory politician, is married
to Mary Archer (she prefers to
be called Dr Archer), one-time
Cambridge University lecturer
and since 1987 director of Anglia
Television, the commercial sta-
tion holding the franchise for
eastern England. She is also
chairwoman of the Lloyd’s
hardship fund and is variously
described by friends as ‘fra-
grant’ and ‘punctilious’.

Lord Archer, formerly Mr
Jeffrey Archer, was created a
life peer in 1992 and was deputy
chairman of the Tory party
from 1985 to 1986. He is a close
friend of the prime minister.
But for the Anglia franchise
affair, it was confidently predic-
ted that Archer would have been
given a ministerial job in the
latest reshuffle.

He has had what can only be
described as a volatile career.
He became Tory MP for Louth
in 1969. In 1974 he stood down
after a businessman started
proceedings against him to re-
cover funds that Archer had in-
vested in Aquablast, a Canadian
company that turned out to be
fraudulent. Archer was finan-
cially ruined but bounced back
with millions after he disco-
vered a talent for producing
popular fiction. ‘Not a Penny
more, not a Penny less’ was the
work that launched him back on
his way to fortune.

In April of this year, Lord
Archer started fund-raising
activities for the Kurds of north-
ern Iraq by organising a pop
concert. This brought him into
contact with Brooks Saib, a
London-based Kurdish busi-
nessman. Saib ran two com-
panies which were wound up in
1991 with unpaid debts of over
£70,000.

BACK to Anglia. In September
1992 the board laid down strict
rules for share dealing by direc-
tors and their spouses.

It also included dealings by
people having connections with
Anglia’s officers who could be
deemed ‘interested’ parties.
Specifically, dealings by Anglia
directors or their spouses were
prohibited in the period from
the end of the financial year, 31
December, to publication of the
company's accounts in mid-
March.

In May 1993 the government
changed the rules that had pre-
viously prevented any company
from holding more than one
major broadcasting franchise.
Under the new rules Anglia, as
a smaller broadcasting com-
pany, became a prime takeover
target by one of the larger fran-
chises.

This made its shares highly
attractive. In seven days in
January 1994 Anglia shares rose
by 13 per cent. Experts said that
in the absence of a possible
takeover the share price may
well have dropped.

A possible takeover of Anglia
by MAI — the company that
controlled Meridian Broadcast-
ing, the southern England ITV
company — was discussed by
the Anglia board for the second
time on 12 January 1994. The
very next day Lord Archer
phoned Simon Wharmby, who
worked for the stockbrokers
Charles Stanley.

Lord Archer eventually
placed orders to buy 50,000
Anglia shares. The broker
assumed that Archer was
buying the shares for himself
and was therefore surprised
when he was told that the trans-
action was to be recorded in the
name of Saib, who had no
account with Stanley. Saib was
to be contacted at the Archers’
London home on the Albert
Embankment.

Stanley’s finance director
Peter Hurst was concerned at
the size of the order in Saib’s
name. For, given that payment
need not be made until ‘account
dav’ Stanlev wasg in fact givine

the unknown Saib a loan of
£121,000.

What if on account day he
failed to come up with the
money? When challenged by
Hurst, Wharmby said that
Archer had in fact placed the
order. Stanley was convinced
that Archer would have been
liable in law for payment if Saib
had failed to come across with
the cash.

In fact, because of the clever
way in which Archer had
arranged the dates for purchase
no cash was needed for the
transaction.

On 18 January Anglia recom-
mended the offer made for the
company by MAI and the share
price soared. The same day
Archer instructed Wharmby to
sell all 50,000 shares.

Over £77,000 was made on the
deal, with not a penny being laid
out.

The directors of Stanley
themselves ordered an inquiry
into Lord Archer’s share purch-
ases, which as one director put
it were ‘well-timed’. It was then
that an employee of the com-
pany pointed out that Dr Archer
was a director of Anglia, at
which Stanley’s managing
director exclaimed: ‘My God,
this is front-page stuff.’

The Stock Exchange began
an investigation into Lord

Archer: placed the order

Archer's dealings, the results of
which were passed over to the
Department of Trade and Indus-
try. The DTI found that there
was no case to answer.

After seeking legal advice,
Stanley had sent a cheque for
£77,000 which was posted to
Lord Archer’s London home. On
10 February the cheque was
paid into Saib’s account at the
National Westminster bank in
Cromwell Road. The payment
had gone ahead so as not to alert
Archer to the investigation that
was under way.

There were three significant
withdrawals from Saib’s
account. There were payments
to two external accounts totall-
ing £22,000 concerned with indi-
vidual organisations unconnec-
ted with Lord Archer. There
was a cash withdrawal of
£10,000.

We shall see whether the fact
that the Anglia share transac-
tions in which Lord Archer was
involved were carried out in the
prohibited period will lead to
further actions.

Homeless
easy targets

THE Department of Employ-
ment is threatening to prosecute
the editor of the ‘Big Issue’, the
magazine sold by homeless peo-
ple, unless he discloses the
names of the 700 people who seli
it.

John Bird is liable to a series
of daily fines under the 1986
Social Security Act if he fails to
comply with the demand. The
department wants to check the
names of the sellers on their
computer to find out if any seller
is claiming social security but
working more than the permit-
ted number of hours.
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Death threats

to Brazil
journalists

JOURNALISTS who exposed
the activities of an ‘extermina-
tion group’ allegedly linked with
senior police officers and re-
sponsible for killings in the Bra-
zilian state of Sergipe, have
been threatened themselves.

Cesar Gomes Gama, Jose
Antonio Moura Bonfim, and
Marcos Cardoso, journalists
with the newspaper ‘Cinform’,
and commercial director Ele-
nalde dos Santos Santana and
other employees of the paper,
published in Aracaju in Sergipe,
have had death threats.

In the past few years 1,800
peasants have been killed in
Brazil, mostly by assassins
hired by the landlords. In June
the vice-president of the univer-
sity workers’ union FASUBRA,
Jose Luis Hernandes, and his
partner Rosa Hernandes Sun-
dermann, a farmworkers’ lead-
er, were murdered at their
home in Sao Paulo. Rosa and
Jose were members of the Un-
ited Workers’ Socialist Party.
Nobody has been named as a
suspect for their killing. Nobody
has been brought to trial for the
earlier murder of Amazon
peasants’ leader Chico Mendes.

Allegations

Since July 1994, the newspap-
er ‘Cinform’ (Clasificados e In-
formacoes) has published re-
ports about an extermination
group called A Missao (The Mis-
sion) and allegations that mem-
bers of the state military police
have been involved.

On 14 September, as two of
the journalists made a broadcast
about the extermination group
from their office, it was surroun-
ded by heavily armed men. Since
then armed men have repeatedly
passed the building.

Workers Press urges jour-
nalists and other trades union-
ists to send messages to the
Brazilian government deman-
ding that it guarantees the lives
and safety of the ‘Cinform’ jour-
nalists, and other workers and
their families.

Ask why the federal author-
ities have taken no action after
the serious allegations concern-
ing state police in Sergipe; and
what the government intends to
do to stop the death squads, and
bring the murderers to trial.

Send messages of protest to:

Sr Alexandre Dupreyrat,
Ministro da Justica, Ministerio
da Justica, Esplanado dos
Ministerios, Bloco 23, 70.064
Brasilia DF, BRAZIL. Faxes
to: +55 61 321 5145/224 2448;

H.E. Rubens Antonio Barbo-
sa, Embassy of Brazil, 32 Green
Street, London W1Y 4AT. Fax:
071-493 5105.

Messages of solidarity can
be sent to: ‘Cinform’ (Clasifica-
dos e Informacoes), Rua Laran-
jeiras 741, Aracaju, Sergipe,
BRAZIL.
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Clinton’s invasion
Is Haiti hypocrisy

PRESIDENT Clinton has sent US troops into Haiti
for the second time in a century, under a deal
negotiated by ex-president Jimmy Carter that will
leave the military — Haitian and US — in control.

On the night the US forces went in, Haitian police armed
with clubs and semi-automatic weapons attacked suppor-

ters of exiled president
Jean-Bertrand Aristide
gathered by Port-au-Prince
waterfront.

The agreement signed by
Carter and Haiti's military dic-
tator General Raoul Cedras did
not require the general to leave,
nor provide for president Aris-
tide's return.

Aristide, overthrown in a
bloody military coup after win-
ning the country’s first demo-
cratic elections four years ago,

BY PIERRE DUPONT

has rejected the agreement.
The former radical priest, who
won the hearts of Haiti's poor
with his sermons against the
rich exploiters, gained 67 per
cent of the votes in 1990. It is
thought that as a returning exile
he would gain more.

But the US administration
wants to treat Aristide’s years
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in exile as his term of office,
making him face fresh elec-
tions, while leaving the army,
which murdered over 3,000 Aris-
tide supporters after it took
power in 1991, a force to be
reckoned with. In the country-
side, where the majority of Hai-
tians live, this is reinforced by
private armies maintained by
local warlords.

Aristide’s popularity with
Haiti’s poor is the reason he is
thoroughly disliked by Haiti’s
rich super-power neighbour,
which for all its talk of freedom
has always preferred right-
wing gangsters who will guard
capitalist interests. The US
state department published a
book denouncing his short-lived
government, the CIA told con-

gressmen he was mad, and Re-
publican Senators like Jesse
Helms and Bob Dole claimed
the Catholic priest was really a
Marxist.

Just over a year ago, Gener-
al Cedras signed a ‘power-shar-
ing’ agreement providing for
Aristide’s eventual return. But
before it could be implemented
the justice minister was shot
dead, probably with the conni-
vance of police chief Michel
Francois. Some of Aristide’s
opponents are already boasting
they will do the same to Aris-
tide. Could they be counting on
CIA approval?

Some 25 countries — includ-
ing Britain, France, Jamaica,
Argentina, Jordan and Israel —
have been cajoled or leant on to

Telephone: 071-582 8882 Fax: 071-582 8834

provide units to reinforce ti
US. But Clinton’s political e:
culations, whether attemptis
to strike a pose on the domest
or international scene, are lik
ly to be subordinated to I
strategic interests, as perceivi
by the Pentagon and Ws
Street.

It could be that by the tin
Haiti is due for elections, |
interests expect to have ready
stooge they can trust. The la
time the US marines went in
Haiti was before the World W:
1. They stopped economic pens
ration by imperialist rivals, a
stayed around to give Haiti
constitution, and a president
Jean-Claude Duvalier, bett:
known as the infamous ‘Paj
Doc’.

British

BY CHARLIE POTTINS

SERB nationalist forces have
tightened their stranglehold on
the people of Sarajevo, Bosnia's
capital, and British United Na-
tions commander Lieutenant-
General Sir Michael Rose is
helping them do it.

People in Sarajevo are fac-
ing their third winter under
siege. Serb forces have cut off
water, electricity and gas sup-
plies. They have closed all roads
into the city. Last week, as Bos-
nian forces tried to weaken their
grip with a mortar attack on a
Serb-held road, General Rose
threatened to call in NATO bom-
bers — against the Bosnians!

Serb forces elsewhere in Bos-
nia have stepped up their racist
‘ethnic cleansing’, forcing more
than 3,000 Muslims from their
homes in the Bijeljina district,
beating and robbing them be-
fore herding them over the front
line. The UN protests, but does
nothing.

Instead, the brave British
general, knowing the Bosnians
have neither planes nor air de-
fence, threatens to bomb them
for defending their own people
and capital city! NATO head-
quarters in Brussels said it was
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eneral

ready for action, and ‘hear-
tened’ that the UN commander
felt the same.

Rose claimed the Bosnians
were trying to ‘provoke’ the
Serbs into retaliation so as to
invite UN intervention. The
NATO bombing threat is the cul-
mination of almost eight months
of treachery, lies and suffering
inflicted on the people of
Sarajevo.

In February, with great pub-
licity, NATO issued its ultima-
tum to the Serb forces, to stop
their shelling of Sarajevo and to
get them to withdraw heavy
weapons. As Workers Press
said at the time (26 February),
this merely enabled the Serbs to
regroup for action elsewhere. In
March they began their
onslaught against Gorazde in
the east.

Forgotten

General Rose announced
that Sarajevo was to become an
‘open city’, with safe access for
aid. But Serb forces continued
to surround the city. Even the
Pope couldn’t fly in. The UN
wants Sarajevans to feel the
world has forgotten them.

‘The feeling now is of being in
a room with all the windows
close_gi,‘ says Jasmin Spahovic,
a police officer. ‘When I think of
the coming winter, I think of
having to burn my furniture for
heat. We're broke, we're sur-
rounded and we feel like ani-
mals in the zoo.’

Doctors at the Kosovo hospit-
al say stress-related illnesses
have soared. In the first part of
the war there was shock, but
people found reserves of
strength, says psychologist Zelj-
ko Trogranric. ‘But this year,
since the shelling eased off, we

helps strangle Sarajevc

War victim in Sarajevo: a British UN general threatened to bomb Bosnians for defending themselve

have seen mounting suicide, de-
pression, apathy and alcohol-
ism. We estimate that stress
disorders are now at nine times
pre-war levels.’

Last month Serb forces
closed the one route left into

Keeping sport out of politics

DISABLED Chinese sportsman Fang Zheng has a good idea why,
despite hard training, he was kept out of this month’s Far East and
South Pacific Disabled Games. The 28-year-old chairbound discus
champion thinks it might have had something to do with the
circumstances in which he became disabled.

In 1989 his legs were crushed by an army tank sent to put down
the students and workers demonstrating in Tiananmen Square,
Beijing. Not the kind of thing Chinese leader Deng Xiaoping wants

people abroad reminded of.

But Deng’s son Deng Pufang, who heads China’s Handicap
Association, denies having anything to do with Fang being kept

home.

Sarajevo, over Mount Igman.
Their next move was to cut
water, electricity and gas
supplies.

On the far side of the UN-
controlled airport, the suburb of
Hrasnica remains cut off from
the rest of the city, and over-
looked by Serb Chetnik snipers.
Many youngsters have been kil-
led or wounded trying to cross
the airport at night to fetch food
for their families.

Release

Locals claim UN troops who
capture the bread-runners at
night release them during day-
time to try and get back under
fire from the snipers.

A few months ago, when Bos-
nian forces were regaining

ground north of Tuzla, Frane
UN spokesperson called for
strikes against ‘whichever si
was on the offensive.

General Rose’s threat, folle
ing European Union media
Lord Owen’s clear statems
that the purpose of UN forces
Bosnia was to enforce the ar
embargo, shows which side !
UN and NATO are on. They
the Bosnians’ hands, letting i
perialism’s local thugs — Cn
Ustashi and Serb Chetniks —
their dirty work.

This doesn’t just expose 1
bankruptey of liberals a
Labour leaders whe urge
liance on the UN. It expas
those who, behind “ami-Sem
rialist” smokescresns oppe
solidarity with the Bosm
workers.
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