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MILLIONS have been shocked and distressed by the latest round of genoci-
dal war unleashed on the defenceless peoples of Srebrnica, Zepa and
Gorazde.

These were so-called ‘safe havens’ that were supposedly protected by the United

Nations.

The role of this body is now
s clear as daylight. It is the
UN that has created a situa-
ion where tens of thousands

1ave been slaughtered.
Tens of thousands of inno-
ent Bosnians have been

tilled, many more driven
rom their homes, with thou-
ands of girls and women
aped and tortured.

Many young boys have
)een mutilated.

Many, in sheer desperation,
lave committed suicide.

Large numbers have sim-
1y disappeared, their fate un-
JTIOWTL.

In all these attrocities it is
ne Muslims of Bosnia that are
acing the brunt of the on-
laught.

This is the meaning of
hetnik ‘ethnic cleansing’.

This is fascism in action.

B The Tory government is
p to its neck in the mass
laughter now taking place in
osnia. In the name of ‘neu-
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trality’ they have allowed the
Chetnik forces of Radovan
Karadzic to prosecute their
bloody war of extermination.

The government has con-
spired with the other Great
Powers to starve the Bosnian
people of the arms they des-
perately need to fight against
the Chetnik forces.

Force

It has sent a so-called
‘peace-keeping’ force to Bos-
nia only to stop the Bosnia-
Herzegovina army from de-
feating the Chetniks.

B To their eternal shame
the Labour Party and trade
union leaders have slavishly
followed the Tory govern-
ment’s policy.

They have refused to fight
to lift the arms embargo and
to halt the movement of Brit-
ish troops into the Balkans.

SPECIAL ISSUE OF WORKERS PRESS

WORKERS PRESS will next week produce a special issue to commemorate
the demonstration and meeting in defence of Bosnia being held today
(Satruday 22 July). It will contain photos, interviews with participants, and a
record of the speeches made to the meeting.

Don't miss this issue!

® Single issues 50p per copy, including postage.
® Bulk orders: contact our subscription department, PO Box 735, London

SW8 1YB or ring 0171-387 0564

® We are now taking a summer break. Our next normal issue will appear

on 12 August.

Neither the Tory govern-
ment nor the opposition speak
for millions of ordinary work-
ers and people in this country.

A movement must be built
up — amongst workers, trade
unionists, young people, stu-
dents, the Muslim community,
Bosnian refugees and all oth-
ers who stand for the defence
of Bosnia — that will force the
Labour and trade union lead-
ers to break their bi-partisan
policy with the Tories.

Every possible means must
be used to develop this move-
ment: pickets, marches, dem-
onstrations, lobbies.

The Bosnian people have
the right to arms to defend
themselves. The trade union
and labour leaders must fight
for that right.

But time is running out.

If Milosevic and Karadzic
succeed in their ethnic cleans-
ing operations, where will it
end? Racism and fascism are
like a cancer: unless cut out
they will inevitably spread.

We know the consequences
of the victory of Franco in
Spain in the 1930s. That vic-
tory helped plunge humanity
into World War IL

The hour has now struck.

We appeal to everybody to
ra]J‘r to the defence of Bosnia.

Halt the rape of Bosnia!

B Break the arms em-

bargo!

'STOP THE RAPE OF BOSNIA

. Speakers include: Michael Foot, The Bosnian Ambassador, Ed Vulliamy (the ‘Guardian’), Faruk
.. Ibrahimovic, Branka Magas, Malcolm Wicks, MP. Adrian Hastings, Indijana Harper, Charlie Pottins

. Sponsors include: Ken Loach, Steve Plant (editor 'New Statesman’) and Melanie McDonagh.

. movement including the Scottish TUC, the National Union of Journalists and the general union GMB.
. Hundreds of trade unionists, workers and young people have raised the money for the aid. But more
. money is urgently needed. Rush your last-minute donations to:

_ Leicester Trades Union Council (T
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Alliance to Defend Bosnia-Herzegovina
Muslim Solidarity Committee
Workers Aid for Bosnia | :

S

DEMONSTRATE: Saturday, 22 July, Assemble, 1pm, Embankment (Temple Tube)
MEETING: Central Hall, Westminster, 4pm

A conwvoy is leaving for the mining town of Tuzla on Tusday 24 July. It is taking much-needed aid tothe -
multi-ethnic community in that town. The convoy is supported by many organisations in the labour
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The principles of
Dennis Skinner MP

LABOUR MP for Bolsover Dennis Skinner
says, despite his appearance on the list of
those signing the statement of the newly-
formed Committee for Peace in the Balkans,
he does not join ‘all-party’ bodies. _

Readers of Workers Press wil, be familiar wit
the position of this Committee, whose signatories
include Tony Benn and Sir Alfred Sherman, ad-
mirer of Baroness Thatcher and adviser to the
Chetnik butcher Radovan Karadzic.

It declares the war in the former Yugoslvia to be
a ‘civil war’; it blames ‘all sides’ for the atrocities
that have taken place in the course of the war.

While making a correct call for the withdrawal of
all foreign troops from the Balkans, this committee
at the same time insists on maintaining the arms
embargo. In other words it helps perpetuate a
situation where Chetnik forces armed to the teeth
are confronted by the army of Bosnia-Herzegov-
ina which has been kept desperately short of
arms.

Mixed in with this line — which is almost indis-
tinguishable from that of the British foreign office
— is a good dose of foul anti-Germanism. ‘The
Germans are behind all the trouble in the Balkans’
s the sinister message from Benn and company.

Now Skinner shares these views, as Ed Vul-
liamy made clear in his recent piece in the ‘Guar-
dian’ of 15 July (‘For whom does the bell toll
now?’). The ‘Beast of Bolsover’ imagines that ‘the
German high command’ is scheming in the
Balkans to establish ‘the new German empire'.
Understandably he says nothing about what ‘the
British high command’ is up to in that region.

But, Skinner insists that ‘on principle’ he never
joins all-party groups on any issue, and so,
presumably, has not joined the Committee for
Peace in the Balkans.

But what sort of principle is this? This rather ig-
nores the fact that on this issue of Bosnia Skinner
has crossed not party lines but class lines. *

For his chauvinism, his pathological anti-Ger-
manism, his Little Englander outlook, are charac-
teristics he shares with a decisive section of the
ruling class.

A servile disgusting
press

AN 84-year-old man from Banstead has been
accused of murdering Jews in Byelorussia in
1941.

For many of the papers last week this was front-

page news. It was another opportunity to whip up |

anti-German feelings.

As lan Aitken pointed out in the ‘Guardian’ last
weekend, while a paper like the ‘Daily Telegraph’
could splash this story, it found room for only two
front-page paragraphs on the attrocities taking
place in Bosnia.

‘The Times' — a paper that was notorious for its
sucking up to Hitler at the time of Munich — was
hardly any better. On the day the Chetniks
opened up their latest round of murderous attacks
on largely defenceless Bosnians, it found space
for a whole seven paragraphs on Bosnia and
chose to lead on the Prime Minister's plans for
sport.

The Tory media prefer not to reveal that British
intelligence brought ex-SS personnel and Nazi
collaborators out after World War I, in preparation
for World War lll against the Soviet Union. The
same sinister right-wing forces have made sure
that Serbia has the upper hand in the Balkans.

Nothing better illustrates the servility and cor-
ruption of the British press. It is more interested in
alleged crimes of 54 years ago than in the vile,
fascist activities of the Chetniks taking place now
— every hour, every minute of the day. Indeed, it
treats top war criminals like Karadzic and their
apologists with respect.

What better reason could there be for helping

Workers Press expand its circulation and its cover-
age of the events in Bosnia-Herzegovina?

Workers Press Letter S

Update on
appeal
against
execution

THIS is a short note to update
you on the status of Mumia Abu-
Jamal'’s legal case and our projec-
tions. The Pennsylvania Court of
Common Pleas has scheduled 12
July at 10am in courtroom 653 in
city hall for legal argument on
Jamal’s motion to have Judge
Sabo recused and for the stay of
execution. Mumia will be in court
for this hearing,

Judge Sabo has been assigned
to hear Mumia’s petition. The ini-
tial ‘calendar date’ assigned for
this hearing was 24 July. The le-
gal team’s demands for a court
hearing date earlier than 12 July
were denied by the court.

The District Attorney’s office
has filed 80-plus pages in re-
sponse to our motions for recusal
and stay of execution. As ex-
pected the DA’s position is that
there is no basis for the recusal of
Judge Sabo, that the petition for a
new trial should be denied, and
that the stay of execution should
also be denied.

Among the numerous outra-
geous positions put in print by
the DA is that the stay of execu-
tion for Mumia should not be
granted on the grounds that he
will not be ‘irreparably injured’
because ‘the carrying out of a
valid death sentence cannot con-
stitute irreparable injury’.

At the conclusion of the legal
argument we anticipate that
Judge Sabo will rule that he is
qualified to be the judge in this
case and to deny a stay of execu-
tion and make numerous find-
ings of fact’ in opposition to Mu-
mia’s legal claims.

We will be prepared to imme-
diately file a notice of appeal to
the next court level — the Penn-
sylvania Supreme Court. We also
plan on filing another legal ac-
tion — a writ of habeas corpus in
the US federal district court in
Philadelphia with an application
for a stay of execution within the
next week or so.

We will be pushing in both the
Pennsylvania Supreme Court
and the federal court for the stay
of execution. But it is our estima-
tion that neither court will de-
cide on the stay of execution until
the last minute.

The hearing on the motion for
a preliminary injunction in the
federal civil rights lawsuit in
Pittsburgh is now scheduled for
21 July.

Len Weinglass
Rachel Wolkenstein
Mumia Abu-Jamal’s legal
team
M See centre pages.

Correction

on Clegg

One point needs correcting in the
Workers Press article (8 July) on
the release from prison of Lee
Clegg, the British soldier who
murdered Belfast teenager Karen
Reilly.

The article states that the car
in which Reilly was a passenger
when she was shot in the back
‘had passed the check point that
Clegg was manning’,

There was, of course, no army
or police check point at the time.
The story that the car had been
driven at speed through a check
point injuring one of the soldiers
was concocted by the paratroop-
ers in an attempt to excuse their
brutal slaying,

This was reported by Workers
Press at the time of the incident
and in subsequent articles.

At the trial, civilian witnesses
testified that the soldiers were
never in any danger from the car
and an RUC policeman who was
on patrol with the paratroopers
described how, after the shooting,
he saw one soldier being stamped
on the leg by another to produce
the injury they were to claim was
inflicted by thecar. -

At their barracks the para-
troop regiment involved glori-
fied the butchery by openly dis-
playing an enlarged photograph
of the car in which Karen Reilly
and the driver were killed along-
side the slogan, ‘Built by Robots,
Driven by Morons, Stopped by
the Paras’.

Clegg’s release is a continua-
tion of British government policy

WE WELCOME LETTERS
SEND THEM TO: WORKERS PRESS,

PO BOX 735, LONDON SW8 1YB
— OR FAX 0171-387 0569

to condone and support those

who carry out imperialism’s
dirty work in Ireland. It is in
sharp contrast to the internment,
torture, frame-up and murder in-
flicted on the Irish people.

There are over 500 political
prisoners still in jail in the north
of Ireland. In Britain, where
eleven people are now serving
their 20th year in prison, the
prisoners are used as political
hostages.

The  British government
refuses to hold the prisoners in a
prison close to their families who
have to pay all expenses to visit
them. The prisoners are con-
stantly subjected to ‘ghosting’ —
the practice of moving them sud-
denly and without notice which
causes great hardship to visiting
families.

One disturbing aspect of the
campaign to release the prisoners
is the Republican leadership’s
willingness to equate their situa-
tion with that of Lee Clegg. Gerry
Adams, the Sinn Fein president,
was not opposed to Clegg’s release
as long as Republican prisoners
were also released.

Adams says, ‘they are all vic-
tims of the conflict’. He equates
those who, with the knowledge
they would be looked after by the
British state, callously butchered
to maintain imperialist rule, and
those who, however wrong their
methods, fought against imperi-
alism.

Karen Reilly’'s parents were
devastated by Clegg’s release and
have demanded justice. Her fa-
ther is quoted in the ‘Irish News'’
(12 June), It would be totally
wrong to let him out, even as part
of a deal over other prisoners’.

Adams’s policy on this issue is
a preparation for him taking his
place in a six-county administra-
tion defended by the same armed
forces as now.

John Steele
London SW2

Treatment
of mental
patients

A REPLY to the ‘manic depres-
sive’ from Walton on Thames (1

July) who was critical of my arti-
cle on ‘State controls on mentally
ill’ (17 June).

Firstly, the point about Vir-
ginia Bottomley releasing pa-
tients from mental hospitals pre-
maturely is totally valid. But this
has been going on for many years.

In the past mental patients
have been more or less left to
their own devices, with or
without medication. Hence about
a third of all homeless people are
said to be ex-patients from men-
tal hospitals.

The point I was trying to make
was that the centralised control
of minorities — not just mental
patients — and other people who
are seen as enemies of the state,
are being pursued with the ut-
most determination and are in
fact being outlawed by the Tories.

The scare stories in the gutter
press about ‘schizos’ murdering
people are just that — scare sto-
ries.

Although mental patients
have been known to murder peo-
ple, this is a minority of sufferers
from mental illness.

Mental patients, like others
who are seen as somewhat abnor-
mal, are being discriminated
against.

‘Meanwhile, as community
care is being introduced, and
schemes are to be run by the so-
cial work departments of local
authorities, their budget is being
dramatically reduced.

Hence, the totally inadequate
provision of places in the commu-
nity for sufferers of mental ill-
ness.

This is like other aspects of
state policy such as the inad-
equate provision of housing for
the general population.

The only way the treatment of
minorities will be resolved is to
overthrow the present state sys-
tem which represents the capital-
ist class and to replace it by a
workers’ government, with the
state beginning at this point to
die away. Only then will a more
representative way of treating
mental patients be found.

As for the adequate state of
current mental hospitals as treat-
ment centres, I would call being
kept in pyjamas for a week in a
locked ward and never seeing the
light of day for about three weeks
as being very backward indeed.

Ken Singer
Dundee

Revolutionary History

Latest issue just out

Trotskyism and Left
Communism in Italy in
the 1930s and 1940s

256 pages, £4.75 (UK), £5.50 elsewhere,
including p+p
Cheques in Pounds Sterling payable to
Socialist Platform Ltd, BCM 7646,
London WCIN 3XX

by Ngo Van

1-871518-07-5
0171-636 3532

Revolutionaries They
Could Not Break

The Fight for the Fourth International in Indochina 1930-1945

The Trotskyists played a decisive part in the Viethamese workers’
movement in the face of poverty, police dictatorship and war. The
Vietnamese Communist Party enforced its power in 1945 by a
brutal slaugher of its Trotskyist opponents. Ngo Van was a
worker, a Trotskyist and a participant in the events he describes.
He was imprisoned in the 1930s by the French colonial regime,
and in the 1940s by the Vietminh. His book sets straight the
historical record after generations of falsification.

£11.99

Index Books, 28 Charlotte Street, London W1P 1HJ

Please add 50p for postage. Major credit cards accepted.

® The Significance of 1945

® The Crisis of Socialist Theory

New Interventions

A Journal of Socialist Opinion and Discussion
Latest issue includes

® The Rise of Social Patriotism in the Communist Party of Great Britain
® Perspectives for Labour After Clause Four

Single copy: £2.50; four issues: £9.50; eight issues: £18.00; overseas: £12.65 for
four issues. Students and unwaged, half price. Cheques in Pounds Sterling
payable to Marken Press, PO Box 707, Worthing, West Sussex BN11 5ZP

THEY KNEW
WHY THEY
FOUGHT

by Bill Hunter
Index Books, £7.95

Available by post from Index
Books, 28 Charlotte Street,
London W1P 1HJ.

Add 65p for mail orders

Send off
social for Tuzla
Trade Union

Convoy

Camden Workers

Social Club

Friday 21 July, 6pm
(near Kentish Town tube)
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Advertise in Workers Press

Make sure everyone knows about the events you and your
organisation have planned, or your publications, your meetings,
or something you want to sell. Send money with two typed

copies of what you want to say, by first post on Monday.

[1£25 for one-eighth page display

Send to Advertising Dept, Workers Press, PO Box 735, London SW8 1YB.
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Trade unionists for
a socialist party

BY CLIFF SLAUGHTER
Secretary
WRP (Workers Press)

THE working class needs a new
party, a party of its own.

The existing parties in parlia-
ment, in office, and in ‘opposition’,
are political representatives of
the interests of the ruling class,
the employers.

Individual members of these
parties in parliament may from
time to time speak in defence of
the interests of a group of work-
ers, or of a particular union, on a
particular issue.

They may take a principled
stand on some issue of democratic
rights, of the oppression of
minorities or of other nations, or
on some question of importance
to workers. But the working class
hasno party to represent it.

EVERYTHING written in this
prior section was said in 1900,

and was absolutely true. It

should make us pull up sharp
when we have to say that every
word of it is just as alive today
in 1995!

In the period 1900 to 1906 the
trade unions had to confess that,
in order to beat back the attacks
of the ruling class, carried out by
the courts as part of the state
machine, and endorsed by parlia-
ment and its parties, they must
have a political party. The
Labour Party was formed.

In the last 14 years with the
Conservative Party in office, the
right to strike has been abolished,
by the threat — carried out in
practice in the miners’ 1984-85
strike — of seizing union funds.

Workers have been .brutally
attacked and some killed by
police action against strikers.
Picketing and solidarity strikes
are virtually outlawed.

Yet the Labour Party has not
fought these new laws, It did not
support the miners on strike. It
has made it clear that it will not
repeal the anti-union laws, which
means it will use these laws
against workers.

In abolishing Clause Four, it
has finally openly renounced all
talk of socialism. Its leader, Blair,
proposes to break the link with
the unions through which the
Party was founded, and to legis-
late state funding of Labour and
the other parliamentary parties.

Why then should the trade
unions continue to pay money
from their political funds to the
Labour Party which attacks
them?

Is there not an equal need now
— as there was in 1900-06 — for a
political arm of the working class
to defend and carry forward its
interests, a party?

Labo

THE selection of an anti-poll-tax
campaigner as the prospective
Labour parliamentary candidate
for Leeds North East is to be in-
quired into by the Labour Party.

Councillor Liz Davies is cur-
rently chair of Islington council’s
women’s committee.

‘There is no valid reason to
question my selection or my fit-
ness as a Labour candidate,’ says
Davies.

False reports have been made
that Davies has a ‘criminal con-
viction’. Davies did refuse to pay

back

BUT changes like this turning
upside down of the relations
between the working class, its
unions, and the Labour Party,
do not happen by chance. They
are not insignificant events.

They happen because the
needs of millions of people are at
stake, and because weapons they
had forged in struggle — unions
and parties — need to be
defended and advanced if their
needs are to be met.

The ruling class, in its own
profit-seeking interests, knows
that it must beat down the stand-
ards of the working class, and
take back all those gains —
embodied in the welfare state,
but above all in the possession of
independent defence organisa-
tions, trade unions, and in past
struggles.

That is why in Britain and
other capitalist countries, laws
against strikes and the independ-
ence of unions from the state
have been passed. That is why
Labour and other social demo-
cratic parties in Western Europe
have over the years ceased to be

ur candidat

at pr

the poll tax but, as Davies points
out, the resulting sentence was a
purely civil proceeding. There
was no conviction of any kind.
Davies’s debt has long since been
discharged.

Further suggestions that
Davies concealed her poll-tax
record are squashed by her initial
statement that: T played a key
role in the local anti-poll-tax
campaign, refused to pay the tax
and defended people threatened
with imprisonment for non-pay-
ment.

Workr h n rutli attd nd some

parties which helped to adapt the
working class .to capitalism’s
needs by getting reforms.

Now these parties are openly
putting themselves forward as
the most efficient instruments to
attack the working class and its
unions.

And this is why trade union-
ists need urgently to discuss the
setting up of a political party to
resist these attacks and prepare
to deal with the system that car-
ries them out. In Britain it will
very soon mean dealing with a
Labour government.

IT IS only natural that millions
of people, knowing that they
must get rid of the Tories, will
go into the election voting
Labour, and will hope that a
Labour government will do
something about unemploy-
ment, about their debts and liv-
ing standards, about housing
and the homeless, about the
appalling decline of the health
service and education, about
democratic rights and so on.

The seletion was conducted in
strict accordance with Labour
Party rules and was closely su-
pervised by its regional office.
Davies was selected on 1 July.

Procedures

Yorkshire TV’s °‘Edit Five’
documentary showed the whole
procedure to be a model of
Labour Party procedures.

‘It was also a vindication for
the policy of all-women
shortlists, says Davies,

e hits
SS smears

And many will be reluctant to

criticise or attack Blair and his

team because they fear that it
could do damage to Labour’s elec-
tion chances. _

There is no doubt that these
millions will be cruelly disa-
pointed and disillusioned in a
short space of time, because the

Labour Party will cruelly betray

their hopes.

Those of us in the working-
class movement who have con-
cluded that Blair and his Labour
leadership are nothing but the
agents of capitalism in the work-
ing class movement have a duty
and a responsiblity to these mil-
lions and not only to ourselves.

It would be criminally irre-
sponsible to wait for the election
of a Labour Government, wait for
the disillusionment, wait for the
attacks, without preparing
politically for this situation.

If all we were to do was wait
and then say ‘I told you so’ that
would be worse than useless.

What we must do is organise
the widest discussion throughout
the working-class movement —

The local press in Leeds has
printed story after story distort-
ing Davies’s political record and
commitments. The ‘Yorkshire
Evening Post’ has tried to play on
prejudice in citing her support —
in line with Labour Party policy
— for equal rights for lesbians
and gay men.

Davies is taking legal advice
on action against all those papers
that have printed false allega-
tions that she has concealed any-
thing from Leeds Labour Party
members.
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in every part of the country — on
how the working class will get
for itself a workers’ party.

This is not a question only for
trade unionists, but for trade
unionists who are for a socialist
party. We must take on our own
responsibility.

This question of ‘what kind of
party’ must be raised up and

down the country, in every trades

council/local TUC, every union
branch and shop stewards’ comit-
tee, every unemploymed organi-
sation, every part of the Labour
Party. Labour Party members
who want a socialist party must
be part of this discussion.

If these Labour members
think the way to get a truly
socialist working class party is to
follow Blair inside the Labour
Party and change that party then
we should discuss and work with
them.

We don’t agree that this is the
best way forward but we will dis-
cuss and fight together against
the Labour leaders.

We will bring together in
every union and every town all
trade unionists for a socialist
party. We are putting together
the names of all those who under
this common heading will carry
out the fight to all parts of the
country and build up the move-
ment for a truly working-class
party — now, before the right
wing completes its plan-to launch

lled by police action against strikers; picketing and solidarity strikes are virtually outlawed

the attack under the next Labour
government.

The following statement was
moved and signed by a number of
leading trade unionist who have
been working in the Inter-
national Trade Union Solidarity
Campaign:

TRADE

UNIONISTS

FOR A
SOCIALIST
PARTY!

We call on all trade unionists to
work together to defeat the anti-
union laws, to denounce and
defeat those who removed
Clause Four, and to organise the
discussion everywhere in the
working class movement for the
building of the working class
and its movement.

Workers Press is starting this dis-
cussion but we hope that many
others will see its necessity and
take part. Future issues of Work-
ers Press will carry a series of
articles on the question, and in
particular, on the programme on
which a new party of the work-
ing class should be based.

Name
Address

Trade union (if any)

WORKERS PRESS IS THE PAPER OF THE
WORKERS REVOLUTIONARY PARTY

British section of the Workers International (to Rebuild the Fourth International)
Please send me information about the WRP

wonimnasnsass g€ (F under ‘21)
Send to: PO Box 735, London SW8 1YB
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=3 lURGENT CAMPA

lgam on
,pam

RROWING scenes on television, of
nians being driven from their
1es in Srebrnica, shocked millions
»>eople. Such human feeling was
evident from Socialist Workers’
ty hacks at their ‘Marxism ‘95’
mer school on 12 July. Duncan
’kie said what had happened at
brnica could be ‘a disaster for the
t’ (my emphasis).
laiming ‘all sides’ were guilty of
cities in Bosnia, the SWP’s
tesperson assured us the Bosnia
Hercegovina Army was as well-
ed as the Serb forces; and said
wing it more arms would only
. to more killings. The gospel
rding to Messrs. Rifkind and
d.
‘here is much talk on the left of
)easement” and parallels made
veen the Bosnian war and the
nish Civil War of the 1930s’
kie writes in ‘Socialist Review’
y-August). ‘They say that the pro-
tination of Western governments
kin to the “non-intervention” of
ain and France in Spain which
wed fascist Germany and Italy to
rvene unhampered on the side of
ascist forces.
he SWP’s ‘expert’ is an ignoramus
a liar. We attack the imperialists,
icularly the Tories, not for ‘pro-
tination’, but for their arms
argo denying Bosnians the right
2fend themselves against fascism,
as they did to the Spanish people.
ut, Blackie protested, the Spanish
iblic united communists, social-
and anarchists. Citing George
ell on working-class life in Cat-
la (ignorant, it seems, that this

destroyed by the Stalinists and .

bourgeois republic), he claimed
by contrast, anyone travelling
| Serb nationalist-held territory
josnian government-held terri-
would notice no difference.
hile he was talking, thousands of
en, children and old people from
rnica were struggling to reach
y in Tuzla. Perhaps Mr Blackie
Ild have been on the road to per-
e them to stay (and be slaugh-
1) under the Chetniks? But
gh he promised ‘we will stand by
vorkers of former Yugoslavia’, I
. suppose he meant this literally.
alist Worker’ preaches from afar
t ‘workers’ unity’, but it ignored
A trade unionists when they vis-
Britain, and has not sent anyone
et workers in Bosnia.
fecting to despise the SWP’s ‘al-
pacifist position’, Eddie Ford,
ng in ‘Weekly Worker’ (22 June)
's little from it. ‘There are no
” or “bad” sides in Bosnia’, says
SWP; ‘Communists condemn
servedly all sides’, intones Ford.
)posing our support for Bosnia’s
fo arms, and our ‘apocalyptic
gy with Spain’ (Is Srebrnica
alyptic’ enough?), he lectures us
e different origins of the wars, as
th this was the issue. He adds:
Trotsky did not advocate
ce of the bourgeois republican
le, unlike some of his followers.
fact, replying to American com-
who’d questioned defence of the
sh Republic in September 1937,
Ky explained that where revo-
lary workers were not yet in
on to overthrow the bourgeois
e, ‘they defend even rotten
e0ls democracy, but by their
methods’. Spanish workers
| defend their own rights and
isations while taking part in
litary struggle.
ang the example of two ships
i with arms heading for Spam,
k¥ said revolutionaries should
| stop the one heading for the
5 but not the one headed for
public “We are not neutral’, he
—wl
Cxarie Pottins

This Saturday (22 July),

), there is a national demonstration

(12noon, Whltehall Place London SW1) to free Mumia
Abu-Jamal, currently on death row. What follows is taken
from a much Ionger article by Jim Henle and Joseph Ryan in
‘Socialist Action’ (July 1995) — 3425 Cesar Chavez St.
(Army St.), San Franmsco CA 94110, USA

THE DEATH warrant for Mumia
Abu-Jamal was signed by Pennsyl-
vania Governor Thomas Ridge on 1
June 1995. His execution is scheduled
for 17 August.

Mumia, aged 41, has been on Penn-
sylvania’s death row for 13 years. In
1982 he was convicted and sentenced
to death for allegedly killing
Philadelphia police officer Daniel
Faulkner on a cold December night
in 1981. He has always maintained
his innocence and says it was he who
was the target of an assassination at-
tempt by the Philadelphia police and
that somebody else shot Faulkner.

The night of the shooting, Mumia
was driving a cab when he came
upon a Philadelphia police officer
(Faulkner) beating his brother with
a flashlight after pulling him over
for a minor traffic violation. Mumia
rushed to the scene to stop the beat-
ing and was then shot in the ab-
domen by Faulkner. What happened
next remains unclear, but according
to eyewitnesses someone else shot
Faulkner and then fled.

When the police backup arrived,
the cops proceeded to beat the
wounded and profusely bleeding
Mumia, delaying over 45 minutes be-
fore taking him to the hospital,
where, according to staff, he was
beaten again. Philadelphia police
and the District Attorney’s office
seized on the opportunity to frame
up Mumia and charge him with
Faulkner’s murder.

Mumia was no stranger to the lo-
cal authorities. A founding member
of the Philadelphia chapter of the
Black Panther Party, a supporter of
MOVE (a Philadelphia-based black-
nationalist group), and an outspoken
public critic of the Philadelphia po-
lice and city administration, Mumia
had been a thorn in the side of the lo-
cal ruling puwers for years

commentator and political activist,
Mumia had used his local radio show
to be ‘the voice of the voiceless’, docu-
menting in his daily broadcasts the
misery and anger of Philadelphia’s
black community.

Mumia’s trial, which took place
over the 4 July weekend in 1982, was
a Star Chamber designed to railroad
this fighter for social justice to death
row:

B The trial took place only six
months after the incident. This effec-
tively denied Mumia the time neces-
sary to organise his defence because
it took months for him to recover
from his near-fatal wound.

B Mumia was allocated a grand

total of $150 for pre-trial investiga-

tion and expert witness costs, virtu-
ally ensuring that he would not be
able to match the prosecution’s abil-
ity to spend limitless amounts of
money to get a conviction.

B Mumia’s appointed lawyer, who
was-foisted on him by the court half-
way through the jury selection proc-
ess, had never appeared in a capital
case before and begged to be taken
off the cse. This same lawyer has sub-
sequently been chsbarred

. Mumla was demed 1’115 rlght to
defend himself and for large por-
tions of the trial was banished from
the courtroom, rendering him un-
able to examine and challenge the
state’s evidence or cross-examine
prosecution witnesses.

B Even before the trial started,
during the jury selection process, the
racist and political character of the
prosecution’s case became obvious.
The prosecution used peremptory
challenges to exclude 11 of 16 poten-
tial black jurors without cause. The
court then allowed the prosecution
to exclude ‘for cause’ a black juror
who questioned whether she could
vote for the death penalty.

Meanwhile, Mumia’s challenge to
a white juror who stated he was al-
ready biased was denied. In a city
where over 40 per cent of the popu-
lation is black, Mumia was tried by a
jury of 10 whites and two blacks.

B The chief prosecution witnesses
were two prostitutes who contra-

= dicted other prosecutiun witnesses.
_ Both of these ‘witnesses’ had prior

“E convictions and charges pending.
Asa promment journalist, social

One of them, Cynthia White, was told

police that she could ply her trade
free of harassment if she testified for
the state.

M To buttress their case, the pros-
ecution paraded a number of police
witnesses who testified that Mumia
confessed to the murder at the hospi-
tal. But the report of the arrestlng
officer mentioned no such ‘confes-
sion. However, no testimony was

heard from this officer because he

was conveniently on vacation and
the judge refused Mumia’s request
for an adjournment until he re-
turned. _
B No physical evidence was found
linking Mumia to Faulkner’s death.
Ballistics tests of Mumia’s gun,
which he had a legal permit to carry
while driving a cab at night, were in-

- conclcusive and therefore specula-

tive. No tests were even made to see

_ if his gun had been fired and no tests

for gun-powder residue were ever

.. made on Mumia’s hands, all of which

are standard procedures in a homi-
cide case.

B During the police investigation,
four eyewitnesses, with views from
different angles, stated that they saw
a man 50 pounds heavier than Mu-
mia flee immediately after the shoot-
ing. One of these eyewitnesses later
changed his testimony at the trial to
implicate Mumia. The judge then re-
fused to allow into testimony the fact
that this witness was on parole and
susceptible to police coercion.

B Both the police and the District
Attorney withheld from the defence
the addresses and statements of po-
tential witnesses who could clear
Mumia.

B During the sentencing phase of
the trial, the District Attorney was
allowed to cross-examine Mumia af-
ter he made a statement to the jury,
and then proceeded to use Mumia’s
past affiliation with the Black Pan-
ther Party to prove that he was ‘just
waiting to kill a cop’. This in itself
was a violation of Mumia’s First
Amendment right to freedom of
speech and association, and his Fifth
Amendment right not to be forced to
incriminate himself.

B The prosecution then deliber-
ately misled the jury by telling them
that if they returned the death pen-
alty they were still not being ‘asked

to kill anyone’, because Mumia
would ‘have appeal after appeal’. The
trial was nothing more than a kan-

TO S/
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garoo court with gross procedural
misconduct by the police, the pros-

ecutor and the judge. On 5 June, Mu-
mia’s attorneys filed a petition for a
post-conviction review of his trial in
an effort to force a new trial.

Support for Mumia has poured in
from aruund the world, particularly
from trade unions.

From the International Long-
shoremen’s and Warehousemen’s
Union in the United States, to the
French Confédération General du
Travail (CGT), to South Africa’s
Congress of South African Trade
Unions (COSATU), the labour move-
ment has rallied to his defence.
Among many other international
endorsers, the African National
Congress (ANC) has supported his
defence.

In the next weeks, this kind of
support and visible protest actions
will be critical to stop Mumia’s ex-
ecution.

SAVE MUMIA
ABU-JAMAL!

Send protests to: Governor Tom
Ridge, Main Capitol Building, Rm.
225, Harrisburg, PA 17120. Fax: (717)
783-1398. Tel: (800) 932-0784.

Write to express your solidarity: Mu-
mia Abu-Jamal, AM8335, SCI Greene,
1040 E. Roy Furman Highway, Way-
nesburg, PA 15370-8090.

Contributions for legal defence:
Committee to Save Mumia Abu-Ja-
mal, 163 Amsterdam Avenue, No. 115,

- New York, NY 10023-5001. [Cheques
payable to: ‘Bill of Rights Foundation

“Mumia Abu-Jamal Legal Defence”]

Copies of Mumia Abu-Jamal’s ‘Peti-
tion for Post-Conviction Relief’ from:
Equal Justice, USA, PO Box 5206, Hy-
attsvillee, MD 20782. Tel: (301)
699-0042. Fax: (301) 864-2182. E-mail:
quixote@igcapc.org.

‘Live from death row — this is
Mumia Abu-Jamal’
When Mumia Abu-Jamal was arrest-
ed on 9 December 1981 on charges of

murdering a Philadelphia police
officer, he was already a well-known
Philadelphia-based journalist, com-
mentator, and activist.

He was certainly well-known by
the Philadelphia police and the
Frank Risso mayoral administration.

Besides run-ins with the police in
the late 1960s, when he was an active
member of the Black Panther Party,
Mumia again came to their attention
while he was working as a journalist
and commentator for WUHY Radio
(now WHYY).

He published and broadcast a se-
ries of hard-hitting exposures of the
brutal police attack against MOVE
headquarters in 1978, which left one
police officer dead. (An autopsy later
suggested that the unfortunate cop

was accidentally shot by his own
men.)

During the subsequent trial of
nine MOVE leaders, who received
sentences ranging from 30 to 100
years, Mumia questioned the Rizzo-
police version of events and charac-
terised the trial as a frame-up. As
Mumia caught Mayor Rizzo and the
cops in lies and contradictions, Rizzo
became so incensed that he singled
him out at a press conference, blam-
ing him for practising ‘a new breed
of advocacy journalism’.

Killed

(On 13 May 1985, Philadelphia po-
lice used plastic explosives while at-
tacking a MOVE houshold. They
killed 11 MOVE members, 1nc1ud1ng
five children, and left the surround-
ing black worklng-—class neighbour-
hood in ashes.)

Mumia’s commentaries have been
aired on National Public Radio
(NPR), and his articles were featured
in dozens of newspapers coast to
coast. In 1980, at the age of 26, he was
elected to the presidency of the
Philadelphia Association of Black
Journalists.

By 1981, Mumia was recognized as
one of the most talented journalists
in the misnamed ‘City of Brotherly
Love'. The ‘Phﬂadel hia Inquirer’
desribed him as ‘an eloquent activist
not afraid to use his voice’. The
‘Philadelphia Magazine’ named him
one of the ‘81 people to watch in 1981’.

But Mumia was forced to quit his
job at WUHY after he had been told
to tone down his commentaries on
the war being waged against black
people in Philadelphia by politicians
and cops.

Taking the advice of ‘Philadelphia
Magazine', the police were obviously

watching Mumia, too. In his book,
‘Live From Death Row’, Mumia de-
scribes how while he was walking to
work one day a cop in an idling po-
lice car made the unmistakable ges-
ture of pointing his finger like a gun
at him and pulling the trigger.

Throughout his 13 years on death
row, Mumia has never ceased to do
what he says he always loved: find-
ing a story and covering it. Last year,
his scheduled commentaries for Na-
tional Public Radio’s ‘All Things
Considered’ caused a national con-
troversy.

After tremendous pressure was
brought to bear on NPR by politi-

cians and police, especially the Fra-
ternal Order of Police (FOP), the se-
ries was cancelled.

The Philadelphia police are wag-
ing a campaign of intimidation
against Mumia Abu-Jamal, his right
to defence and his right to expres-
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lumia Abu-Jamal
on. They tried to intimidate Addi-
n-Wesley from publishing TLive
rom Death Row’, calling for a
yycott of the book, and using such
ctics as flying banners from aer-
)lanes on the publication date de-
yuncing Mumia.

Charge

Maureen Faulkner, the widow of

e slain officer, is also leading the
large against Mumia'’s writings and
as invited to the FOP national con-
mtion to share the podium with
1l Clinton. This police thought-
ntrol and intimidation campaign
a threat not only to Mumia Abu-
mal but to the basic right of free
pression for all of us.

‘Live From Death Row’, the book
at the FOP finds so dangerous, is a
llection of eloquent essays and bit-
g vignettes.

P

N
ttttt
"5 RE e
- --

[ Rl | - a®
-------
AL LA L L e L e

-
- ® [
-

- -

- .i ::::
.........
.......

"""""
.......
- -

5 ut
-ty ' [

o .t'.‘.a--- L]
- an’

= .
J L] [

L L]

L] ‘i -

- - . - i ¥ ] - -
" *” eh LA . 3 - ® - - - -
] ] - ¥ . ] o ol g L] L]
L R S R A R R ] LR LY |
a® e’ _g® o0 LF" o

L] [ ] - Ll
et et R T L

L LS A e

[ | B
. -

''''''
*-l'l‘..‘ LA LA R L LAY

)
] ]
ot

*
[ L
""""

.................

[
# = .
- [] -
a® [

lllll
'''''

.....
et e len® et
......
."

- [}
by ] CE

-’

-----
LY R e
LA LA

......
,,,,,,,,,,

L]
III
AR A T AT R 1 e st Lt R L e T

- [ T A
........
''''
.‘nl"..l*'.t*
e r i - ¥ v |"|"-l.|n."I
ehartLes it e A A L T )

L L
'''''''

.
tttttt

. ™ -
.
4444
-
[ ]
----

‘‘‘‘‘‘
a ¥ -

.-l-'._-'_ .........
_______
.........

L] L]
.........

L b
-
................
...........
...........

'''''
AL

"
------
- .

T

Included are a perceptive analysis
of the two-faced hypocrisy of Bill
Clinton, a tribute to Malcolm X and
Huey Newton, observations on the
Rodney King trial, the tragedy of the
massacre of the Branch Davidians in
Waco — which Mumia likens to
what happened to MOVE in 1985 —
and the crisis of the black commu-
nity, in both spirit and leadership.

But the greater part of the book is
devoted to the numbing and brutal-
ising effects of life on death row and
the skewed racial composition of the
condemned. ‘You will find a blacker
world on death row than anywhere
else, Mumia states.

He describes not only the in-
grained racism of the white guards,
but also the US Supreme Court’s in-
stitutionalised racism, which
through recent decisions has sanc-
tioned a disproportionate use of the
death penalty against black people.

Mumia Abu-Jamal knows the life
of those he calls ‘we the caged, the

clients of America’s number-one
growth industry: prisons. He knows
the ‘mind-numbing, soul-killing sav-
age sameness’ and the brutality of
prison life. He knows the battles of
the law for justice, of the spirit for
survival, and of the oppressed for
liberation. And he knows how to tell
about it in direct and powerful lan-
guage. He hasn't forgotten us — the
‘not yet caged’, as he says — and has
given us this work.

Encourage bookshops to carry the
book and buy a copy! Royalties sup-
port Mumia’s defence efforts. And
youll get something valuable for
your money {00!

JH. (reprinted from °‘Socialist
Action’ Vol. 13, No. 7 July 1995). ‘Live
From Death Row’ can be obtained
from Index Books, 10-12 Atlantic
Road, Brixton, price £15.50.

Workers Press Saturday 22 July 1995 PAGE S

Derivatives are back,
older but little wiser

THE derivatives boys are back in
town. Business is booming on the Sin-
gapore International Monetary Ex-
change (Simex), the derivatives mar-
ket from which Nick Leeson operated
and whose activities bust Barings
Bank in February of this year. Simex
always prided itself on being one of
the world’s most regulated exchanges.

‘Derivatives’ are one of the latest
things to be traded on the exchanges.
They don’t actually represent any
wealth but are based on esti-
mates/guesses about things like
Frankfurt’s interest rate in three
month’s time. Nobody knows the
value of these activities, except that it
runs into many trillions.

Trading volume in derivatives has
risen so high in the last weeks that
Simex has been forced to provide 50
extra trading seats at a monthly cost
of £1,350. This may come as a surprise
after all the bad publicity surround-
ing the Leeson affair. But as a promi-
nent member of Simex said last week:
‘After a post-Barings period of self-
examination, the clients have decided
they need derivatives products and
are back in the marketplace.

In an attempt to prevent another
Barings-style crash, some firms oper-
ating in the derivatives market have
consolidated their activities with one
or other of the large clearing banks.
Such is the case with BZW Futures,
whose operations are now backed by
the resources of Barclays Bank.

Far from bringing greater stabil-
ity, this will only make any future
crash that much bigger in depth and
scope. The shock of Barings is actually
leading to the emergence of a small
number of derivatives super-powers
and the disappearance of many small
and medium-sized players.

The need for a large capital base to
absorb what can often be wild market
fluctuations partly explains this
trend. But to try and track the move-
ment of what are millions and mil-
lions of prices and to try and reassure
nervous clients, the derivative houses
are being forced to install massively
expensive computer systems. Only
the really big boys, most of them
American, can afford such systems.
Hence the trend towards concentra-
tion.

The potential instability inherent
in such a situation is recognised by
the financiers themselves. Writing in
the ‘Evening Standard’s’ business
pages recently, Michael Neill said: ‘So
a Baring’s style crisis was, and is not,
within the bounds of possibility at
Barclays’ derivatives operation.’

But then, more realistically, he
adds:

‘This assumes, of course, that any
such crisis does not become systemic
and bring the whole derivatives
house of cards, valued in trillions of
dollars, crashing down.’ Yes indeed.

New South African

labour code -

AGREEMENT has been reached be-
tween South Africa’s employers and
the leadership of the trade unions on
a new labour relations bill which has
been hailed by big business as the
most important piece of legislation
since the inauguration of President
Nelson Mandela as leader of the gov-
ernment.

Although full and final details are
expected this week, the agreement
puts limits on the right to strike,
deals with the conditions under
which closed shops can exist and with
the rights of employers to use alter-
native labour during strikes. The
bosses have successfully resisted
union attempts to impose compulsory
centralised bargaining.

David Brink, chairman of Business
SA, said it was a watershed agree-
ment. ‘On all key issues of principle,
business can be happy with the out-

come, he declared. Brink added that

“he believed the positive attitude by

business towards the new legislation
would have a beneficial impact on
foreign companies considering in-
vesting in South Africa.

Tito Mboweni, the minister of
labour, welcoming the agreement,
said, ‘The deal is done, there is no go-
ing back’

The union leaders had threatened
a series of ‘rolling strikes’ to resist
some of the clauses in the agreement.
Brink responded by saying that the
employers would rather sit out a six
month’s strike rather than bow to
some of the unions’ demands.

Where's the investment?

The ANC-dominated government of
South Africa yearns for foreign in-
vestment, and this was no doubt one
of the principal reasons for the intro-
duction of such a labour code. The
world’s financial capitals have been
host to a procession of South African
ministers with the same message: the
world has witnessed the greatest
miracle in the transition to black ma-
jority rule; political harmony
abounds, the prospects for economic

» growth are good. Please, please, invest

with us.

But the investment stubbornly
refuses to materialise. Hard-nosed
capitalists are turning down the
chance to make what seems to be the
biggest of killings.

It is true that there has been some
inflow of capital since Mandela came
into office. But this has been almost
entirely equity investment, that is
money sunk into existing stocks and
shares. This has created a froth of
stock exchange liquidity and rich
pickings for the stockbrokers.

But such investments have the
volatility of mercury and could re-
turn from where they came as fast as
they arrived. What has so far failed to
materialise is direct investment, that
is funds sunk into productive facili-
ties.

No doubt one reason is the fear
amongst big business of the deep in-
stability that underlies class relations
in South Africa. The ANC-dominated
government has not been able to de-
liver on its promises to the millions
who voted it into office. The future
after 1999, when the next elections
are due to be held and Nelson Man-
dela — the person who has managed
thus far to hold things together —
looks particularly uncertain.

Apart from these political consid-
erations, one other factor inhibiting
foreign investment is the strangle-
hold over South African businesses
held by a small group of management
cliques. No less than 85 per cent of the
market capitalisation of the Johan-
nesburg Stock Exchange is under the
control of fewer than 10 boards of di-
rectors, many with directors in com-
mon.

These boards have usually been
able to ignore hostile takeover bids
because of a complex network of
cross-ownership. Potential takeover
targets are usually either more than
50 per cent owned by a holding com-
pany, which often has another such
structure-on top of it.

The upshot is that managements
are able to block takeovers, even
though a majority of shareholders
might be in favour of a bid. A foreign
investor must therefore decide
whether to invest in a company, with
little prospect of securing control, or
of even having a say in important
management decisions. In an effort to
boost inward investment, the Man-
dela government has recently intro-
duced legislation which prevents a
company taking more than 29 per
cent stake in another enterprise un-
less it makes a bid for the whole. But,
no doubt not wishing to alienate
powerful capitalist interests the gov-
ernment has decreed that this will
only affect stakes taken after the
change in the law.

Threadneedle
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Infallible
apology

FOR His Holiness the Pope to
apologise to the female sex, as he
did the other day, is rather like
the spider apologising to the flies:
it's ridiculous; it’s disgusting; and
it’s far too little, far too late.

The suffering inflicted on
women by the Roman Catholic
Church over the centuries is too
monstrous to be atoned for by a
few pious pontifical words.

Much of this suffering has
sprung from the deeply misan-
thropic view that the sole pur-
pose of the union of the sexes is
procreation — regardless of the
woman's age or state of health,
regardless of whether she already
has 20 children or none, regard-
less of whether or not the chil-
dren she conceives and bears can
be adequately fed.

Hence the Church’s rigid dog-
matic opposition to all effective
methods of birth control —
though countless couples have
been advised by ostensibly celi-
bate parish priests to use the no-
toriously unsafe ‘safe period’.

No hint of this gpposition is to
be found in the teachings of the
founder of the Christian religion
or in those of his immediate suc-
cessors. Not until Christianity
was 13 centuries old, in fact, did a
Church dignitary stigmatise con-
traceptive practices as a vice
~ against nature.

This view was first expressed
by St Thomas Aquinas (1225-74),
even though his teacher St Albert
the Great (1193-1280) was said to
have advised eating bees as a
means of preventing conception.

Though Aquinas himself op-
posed contraception in a rather
vague fashion, deep hostility to-
wards it soon became the official
doctrine of the Catholic Church,
and when the modern birth-con-
trol movement arose in the 19th
century this hostility was ex-
pressed with redoubled venom.
Contraception was a sin, and that
was that.

As early as 1868 the Roman
Catholic Bishop of Liverpool, Dr
Alexander Goss, accused birth-
control campaigners of fostering
a project for ‘stifling children in
their birth’.

In 1887 the British Catholic
doctor Thomas Michael Dolan, an
authority on -hydrophobia, told
the Ninth International Medical
Congress in Washington: ‘We are
offered for the philosophy of the
Scriptures and the Gospels the
newer philosophy of the sponge,
the tampon and the vaginal
douche. . . . The choice is before

|

you.

During World War I the
American birth-control cam-
paigner Margaret Sanger paid in
advance for the use of a St Louis
theatre only to find that a high
Catholic official had persuaded
the manager to keep the doors
locked, threatening him with a
boycott by Catholics if ¥ did not
comply.

Catholic pressure elsewhere in
the US led many cities to refuse
permission for her meetings to be
held, or to such meetings being
closed by the police, as was one
attended by 2,000 people at the
newly opened New York town
hall in 1921.

Police operations, including
the arrest of Mrs Sanger, were di-
rected from the back of the hall
by Cardinal Patrick J. Hayes’s
secretary, Monsignor Joseph P.
Dineen., :

High authorities of the
Church also suggested to the po-
lice their 1929 raid on Mrs
Sanger’s Clinical Research Bu-
reau, a pioneering birth-control
clinic, which entailed the seizure
of patients’ confidential records
and anonymous telephone calls,
threatening newspaper publicity,
to those patients who were
Catholics.

The Catholic Church mounted
a similar campaign against the
British campaigner Marie Stopes.

In 1923 the Catholic doctor
Halliday Sutherland accused
Stopes of instructing working
women ‘in a method of contracep-
tion described by Professor

PERSONAL
COLUMN

[Anne] Mcllroy as “the most
harmful method of which I have
had experience”.

Stopes sued Sutherland for li-
bel, and Professor Mcllroy, after
insisting that rubber check pes-
saries could cause occlusion of the
womb, at length admitted in
cross-examination that she had
never actually examined a
women who had worn one of
these pessaries.

By 1925 the Labour women's
conference was calling for doc-
tors employed in any medical
service for which public funds
were provided to be allowed to
give contraceptive information
to married people who wanted it.

The only delegate in opposi-
tion, an unmarried Catholic
woman from Leeds, said working
mothers did not want instruction
in impure and unchaste matters,
birth control was a device against
God and humanity, and they were
not going to allow such filth.

The gynaecologist Frederick J.
McCann, president of the Catho-
lic-sponsored League of National
Life (formed in 1926), ‘discovered’
a syndrome he called ‘Malthusian
uterus’, caused by contraception.

It could be recognised by a
slight uniform enlargement of
the womb, uniform softening of
the cervix and body, increased
loss of blood in menstruation, in-
creased mucoid discharge be-
tween menstrual periods,
backache, pelvic discomfort, and
an anxious, drawn appearance in
the woman's face.

BEARING in mind the wvast
number of unwanted children
that he and his predecessors and
their priesthood have caused
their flocks to bring into the
world, His Holiness has much to
apologise for.

Whatever else it shows, his
apology suggests that people are
less and less willing to swallow
fairy-tales, even when they come
with the imprimatur ar nihil
obstat of Holy Church herself.

There was another clear sign
of this only a couple of weeks ago,
when an Italian scientist exposed
as a fake the only weeping ma-
donna officially accepted by the
Roman Catholic Church.

This is the statue of the Virgin
Mary in the Sicilian town of Sira-
cusa, which has been weeping on
and off for 42 years.

Dr Luigi Garlaschelli, a chem-
ist at Padua University, has not
only explained how it’s done but
has actually constructed his own
weeping madonna, using a hollow
statue made of thin plaster. The
statue is coated with imperme-
able glazing and water is poured
into the hollow centre through a
tiny hole in the head.

The glazing prevents the
liquid from pouring out. But if
barely perceptible scratches are
made in the glazing over the eyes,
lo and behold! droplets of water
appear as if by divine interven-
tion.

There are dozens of these
weeping madonnas in Italy, some
of which are now shedding tears
of ‘blood’.

‘In my opinion this is because
we now have colour TV’, says the
cynical Dr Garlaschelli.

These weeping madonnas are
the modern equivalents of those
nails and splinters from the true
cross, of which there were enough
scattered through  Europe’s
churches in the middle ages to
build a fleet of ships (as my col-
league Charlie Pottins remarked
to me the other day).

They recall also those authen-
tic foreskins of Jesus Christ, of
which there were at least six kept
on display in various medieval
churches.

Will the Sovereign Pontiff
now apologise for these decep-
tions? Over to you, Karol Wojtyla,
alias John Paul II!

peter Fry&

Working with Japanese-Brazilian workérs '

This article was written by
a Japanese worker for
‘Liberation’ published by
the JRCL-RMF (Japan
Revolutionary Communist
League — Revolutionary
Marxist Faction). It
describes the conditions
of Japanese—Brazilian
workers in Japan. The
term ‘Japanese-—
Brazilian’ refers to
descendents of Japanese
emigrants to Brazil before
World War Il. Many of
these descendents have
now gone to Japan to
work in industry.
Translation by SHIN
TANUMA

Foreign workers in
Japan under affliction
caused by recession

Several companies in the car-
parts industry have made redun-
dant more than 150 foreign work-
ers each at one time. These com-
panies are middle-size subsidiar-
ies of the industrial giants like
Toyota and Nissan.

This is only the tip of the ice-
berg. Many foreign workers in
Japan have not taken out em-
ployment insurance or even
health insurance. [Japanese
workers are expected to make
their provisions for unemploy-
ment or illness, there is no Wel-
fare State!]

They are therefore left
without any means of support
from the day they are dismissed.
Thus, they are forced to work in
worse conditions than that of the
previous workplace. Otherwise,
they have to go back to the coun-
tries they came from.

In fact, many of the workers of
Japanese-Brazilian descent at 'J
company’, where I work, have
also been made redundant. Those
remaining have had wage cuts
during both 1993 and 1994.

Further, their contracts have
been reduced from a period of six
months to two months. What I
write here expresses what I have
felt, thought and understood
whilst working and talking with
the Japanese-Brazilian workers.

Management pushes
the workers: "‘Hurry
up! Hurry up!’

LIKE many others, J company or-
ganizes its labour force in what is
known as the system of ‘staff and
line’, The assembly line which is
engaged in production consists of
field overseers and field workers.
Of the field workers, the majority
are Japanese-Brazilian.

Robots have been introduced
into the production-line such as
welding and pressing. These are
the objective conditions of labour
of the field workers. Therefore,
the Japanese-Brazilian workers
are forced to work at a certain
fixed speed corresponding to the
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robots’ speed. They have to sup-
ply the materials to the robots
and also to examine and mend the
completed products that come
out of the machines at a fixed
rate. The labour is unvarying and
monotonous. This work keeps
workersin a state of extreme ten-
sion.

Moreover, the lower manage-
rial staff keep their eyes on the
Japanese-Brazilian workers to
ensure that there is no ‘unrea-
sonableness, unevenness and
waste’ in their work and also to
ensure that they do not skimp or
neglect their work.

Therefore, the first Japanese
word that Japanese-Brazilian
workers learn is ‘hayaku, hayaku’
[hurry up, hurry up]

Managerial staff at J company
say to us Japanese workers: ‘The
monotonous, dirty and heavy
work should be done by the
Brazilians! Japanese workers
should do the work which re-
quires a good deal of brain work!

Thus the capitalist implantsin
the consciousness of Japanese
workers notions of superiority
such as ‘Japanese workers are
permanent staff’.

Using this speeial arrange-
ment of the labour force — that
is, with the majority of the field
workers being Japanese-Brazil-
ian — the capitalists try to get
Japanese workers to voluntarily
acquire the skills and knowledge
involving computers in order to
increase productivity. Unfortu-
nately, some workers have been
deceived by these ‘honeyed’
words.

According to the newspapers,
many of the capitalists in the in-
dustry I work in praise the Japa-
nese-Brazilian workers by saying
‘they work more diligently than
the Japanese’.

In fact, in my workplace, they
work extremely hard because of
being pushed by management.
Some of them even enjoy contrib-
uting to a high level of produc-
tion, although they are forced to
do unvarying and monotonous
work.

However, what is decisive
here is that they are the workers
who are amongst the first to be
dismissed whenever the capital-
ist feels he does not need them.
Therefore, they work hard
without any complaint.

Plight of foreign

workers in Japan

1 feel outraged at what the
capitalists and managerial staff
are doing and saying.

Organise the foreign
workers to be class
conscious

The number of Japanese-South
Americans from Brazil, Peru, etc,
living in Japan was 150,000 in
1993. This was about 18 times the
number living here before 1990
when the immigration law was
revised.

Needless to say, they have
come to Japan because their lives
in Brazil had been extremely dif-
ficult due to the crisis of the Bra-
zilian economy. This included an
inflation rate of more than 40 per
cent a month in 1994. However,
this was not the only reason.

They have also come here be-
cause they intended to earn
money in the ‘economic power’
Japan, and to go back and start
their own businesses in Brazil.
However, with the collapse of the
‘bubble’ economy, these dreams
have collapsed.

What with being attacked by
dismissals, deduction of wages
and shortened officially paid
overtime, they are barely able to
make a liveing.

Some of them lack even the
money to buy a ticket to return to
Brazil because they have to re-
pay their loans for electrical
goods or cars which are consid-
ered necessary tolive in Japan.

Their  grandfathers and
grandmothers had gone to fara-
way Brazil with their hopes hav-
ing been deceived by the Bona-
partist imperial systems of South
America of the early 20th cen-
tury.

In Brazil, they could only set-
tle on the wild land with no roads
that the Brazilian government
offered them. Many of them are
said to have died because no
medical supplies could reach
them.

 Their descendants are now be-
ing used as a cheap labour force
in Japan by the capitalists who
have decided to recruit foreign
workers in order to cover the
shortage of younger workers in
Japan. And they are going to be
treated as an expendable labour
force with the collapse of the
‘bubble’ economy in Japan.

In order to put an end to this
tragedy and to liberate them-
selves they have to organise
themselves in a class-conscious
manner.

I, the worker working to-
gether with them, have been
strengthened in my determina-
tion to persevere and to continue
my activities to enable them to
develop their class consciousness.

Needless to say, this is linked
with my activities in trying to
also get Japanese workers to de-
velop their class-consciousness,
who are deceived and induced to
have a ‘sense of superiority’ in re-
lation to foreign workers by the
capitalists and the labour aristoc-
racy of the union and who en-
deavour together to raise produc-
tivity.

Mainland car delivery drivers

sacked for defending jobs

THIRTY-SEVEN Transport and
General Workers’ Union mem-
bers — drivers at Mainland Car
Deliveries depot in Didcot —
went out on official strike on 22
May to defend nine workers the
management had just sacked. The
company responded to this by
immediately sacking all 37. Some

of these have worked in the car
transportation industry for more
than 20 years.

The drivers held an official
ballot, 35 voting for strike action
and only two against. They gave
the seven days’ notice required by
law. Management used these
seven days to move all operations

to Ely in Cambridgeshire. How-

ever, 2,500 cars are still in the dis-

tribution depot.

The owner MCD is millionaire
Geoffrey Fielding. He has broken
every agreement he ever signed
with the Didcot drivers. Manag-
ing director Alex Perkins has re-
fused to negotiate with the driv-

ers and ignored all existing pro-
cedures.

All 37 Didcot drivers could
win their jobs back but they need
your support and solidarity.

B Messages can be sent to
TGWU, Palace Street, London
SWI1E 5JD. Fax: 0171-630 5861.
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The Pacific, French

colonialism and

French plans to resume nu-
clear testing have caused
outrage around the world,
not least among the peoples
affected. STEVE DRURY
comments

THE peoples of the Pacific are de-
cended from navigators with the
most astounding skills and cour-
age, who sailed in open craft to-
wards the rising sun and into the
vastness of earth’s greatest ocean.

They knew nothing of what
lay before them. Their first de-
parture was from southern Asia,
where the human population had
spread from the rice-cultivating
cultures of the Yangste basin in
eastern China.

Why they took to the sea we do
not know, but it became their ele-
ment more than that of any other
human group. Island settlement
is first known from the Phillip-
ines around 5,000 years ago, with
a steady spread to the Marianas,
Gilbert Isles;, New Hebrides,
Samoa Fiji and Tonga by 1000BC.

These seafarers reached the
great ocean wastes of Polynesia
and Hawaii by 300AD, with the
last major settlements on Easter
Island and New Zealand from 400
to 800AD. Virtually the whole
population of the Pacific can be
related by both linguistic roots
and genes to these sturdy men
and women.

Aside from their boats, skills,
ingenuity and rich culture the
people of the ocean had nothing
except the wealth they held in
common. Not surprisingly, given
their apparently idyllic homes
and their own beauty, a common
theme in Pacific culture is a
light-hearted celebration of
physical union.

Beneath that celebration,
however, always lurked the
threat of exhaustion of the lim-
ited resources of small-island en-
vironments. Its emergence
overlay a grim veneer of bizarre
castes and sects, cannibalism and
a sort of millenarian aspect to re-
ligion in many communities.

This probably also drove the
best elements among the youth to
seek relief in new island homes,
and so to discover even the tiniest
coral atolls.

Long after the exploits of the
great navigators and explorers,
imperial Europe blundered into
the Pacific seeking profit and do-
minion in global competition. Al-
though they are the ‘heroes’ of
schoolboy tales, Magellan, Ralegh,
De Quiros, Cook and Tasman had
it easy: they were watered, victu-
alled and entertained!

In wave after wave, imperial-
ism brought corruption in all its
forms: prostitution and syphilis,
po-faced missionaries exploiting
the millenarian undertone to Pa-
cific cultures and devastating
them, profit-seekers of all kinds,
war and, finally, genetic maiming
through nuclear tests. And there
imperialism and colonialism stay,

Hiroshima, 6 August 1945

as ‘protectorates’ and ‘trusts,
mainly with US, British and
French military and administra-
tive dominion.

The Pacific is a militarised
trench with hundreds ofbases of
all kinds, from ‘hidey-holes’ for
nuclear submarines to R&R
havens for testosterone-laden
troops. Worst by far are the nu-
clear test sites and their radio-
active legacy.

Enough TNT equivalent in nu-
clear weapons has been involved
in Pacific ‘experiments’ to wipe
out every major city in Westem
Europe and North America. Fall-
out and leakage have already
reaped a grim harvest of de-
formed Pacific kids and cancer-
ravaged fisherfolk. Little can be
done to prevent such insidious
pollution from acting for hun-
dreds, perhaps thousands, of
years into the future. -

With little else to sustain it
the new right-wing Chirac gov-
ernment in France has leapt to
recapture ‘La Gloire’ of Great
French chauvinism with a new
round of tests on Mururoa atoll in
Polynesia.

What loathsome yet ridiculous
pomposity and arrogance it all is
— De Gaulle’s squirming for a
seat at the ‘superpowers” table:
his force de frappe (‘smack-
your-legs’ force in my school
French!) whose use or threat in
the Cold War would have rained
the sun’s surface on Paris and
Toulouse: the testing on Mururoa
for M-5 ballistic missiles de-
ployed on ‘Le Triomphant’-class
submarines.

What maritime ‘triumph’, or
any other, can French imperial-
ism claim, except, perhaps, the
confiscation of current Green-
peace president David McTag-
gart’s yacht off Mururoa in 1972,
the cowardly bombing of ‘Rain-
bow Warrior’ and the murder of
Greenpeace’s Photographer Fer-
nando Pereira in 19857

French nuclear ambitions
were driven from the ‘Place of
Thirst and Hunger” (the Tiblisi
mountains of Algeria) by Algeri-
an independence in the 1950s.
What better to restore La Gloire
than to follow the US and Britain
to the Pacific?

After all, there flew the Tri-
colore over cosy colons lured by
Gauginesque pleasures of the
flesh. There too were the great
nickel deposits of New Caledonia,

Nagasaki, 9 August 1945: enough TNT equ

i

ivalent in nuclear weapons have been tested to
wipe out every major West European and North American city

essential for the French arms in-
dustry. Fisheries abounded, glob-
al maritime influence would be
assured, and there too was untold
metal wealth in ore nodules car-
peting the ocean floor.

Were it not for the horrors of
radiation, the French Pacific test-
ing programme would be a farce.
An impatient and no doubt busy
observer aboard a cruiser, De
Gaulle, in 1966 ordered one test to
proceed despite unfavourable
winds.

Radioactivity showered on
Samoa, New Zealand and Aus-
tralia, thousands of miles down-
wind. The coral reef beneath the
underground test site at Mururoa
is so fractured that radiation is
undoubtedly leaking out: few
technicians bathe in Mururoa’s
tempting blue waters.

One accident resulted from a
bomb, hundreds of times more
powerful than that of Hiroshima,
being jammed in its shaft. It was
detonated, blasting holes in the
atoll. Mururoa has sunk almost
two metres since tests began.

Irradiated

In 1985, as well as evacuating
irradiated islanders from near a
US test site, one of Rainbow War-
rior’'s missions was to monitor
possible radioactive leaks from
Mururoa. This followed the
French government’s whitewash
of a highly publicised scientific
report by geologists and physi-
cists from New Zealand, Papua

" New Guinea and Australia, that

warned of great dangers there.

The events surrounding the
bombing of Rainbow Warrior
and the murder of Femando
Pereira by agents of the French
secret service (DGSE Action
Service) are well known, thanks
to the courage of Pereira’s daugh-
ter. She was determined to un-
mask all the culprits, and unearth
the evidence.

But the culprits were never
brought to court, because the two
captured by New Zealand police
pleaded guilty to manslaughter
charges. All this blazed from our
TV screens during Channel 4's
documentary ‘Beyond the Rain-
bow’ (11 July).

The smug Crystal Kens and
Barbies of DGSE fled whining
from this tough 18-year-old.
Auckland detectives opened all
the Rainbow Warrior files. New
Zealand ex-premier Lange de-

nuclear tests

tailed the economic pressures
placed by the French govemment
on the New Zealand authorities
to release the two convicts. Today
they are minor celebrities in
French right-wing circles.

Now Greenpeace have a new
Rainbow Warrior, already sub-
ject to French terror methods off
Mururoa, but planning to dis-
rupt, if not thwart, the tests.
There can be no doubt that the
men and women crew members
are brave and resourceful.

However, their individual acts
of courage in single-issue causes,
such as sailing under the har-
poons of whalers, occupying the
Brent Spar rig and ‘invading’ Mu-
ruroa, are no substitute for the
only force capable of bringing
nuclear tests, imperialism and
obscene chauvinism to a final
end: the international working
class.

Wherever a working class
springs up, it spells trouble for
capitalism. The French dominion
of New Caledonia hosts some of
the world'’s richest nickel depos-
its. To mine these demanded
workers, As in Bougainville (the
site of one of the world’s biggest
copper and gold mines), con-
sciousness in the new working
class leapt from that of naive, al-
most Stone Age levels to the or-
ganised occupation of mines and
demands for self-determination.

The Kanak Socialist Libera-
tion Front of New Caledonia, led
by Elios Machoro, held the min-
ing town of Thio under arms for
three weeks in 1985, against
French troops and rabid colons.
Machoro was hunted down and
shot, and the racist backlash left
one dead and 70 injured in the
capital.

Workers in Bougainville have
defied police harassment, scabs
and provocation for years, and
still the great mines are at a
standstill. Now the workers of
Papeete, the capital of French
Polynesia, have taken to the
streets in tens of thousands to de-
mand an end to the tests and for
self-determination. It is to them
that socialists must turn. These
workers instill by far the greatest
fears in the Elysée Palace.

Les Grands Chauvins know
nothing of humanity, which can
rise from Stone Age to Internet,
from animism to socialism in a
mere two generations to threaten
the whole obscene edifice.

Workers Press

For many years the
people of Eritrea fought
against the Moscow-

‘backed Ethiopian-na-

tionalist forces until
1991 when the Ethiopi-
an regime collapsed.
STEVE DRURY, who
made several trips to

Eritrea, here draws par-

allels between that
struggle and what is
happening in Bosnia to-

day

LAST WEEKEND was the tenth
anniversary of the Live Aid ben-
efit concert to raise money to re-
lieve the victims of famine in the
Horn of Africa, particularly in
Ethiopia.

Despite the concern of mil-
lions worldwide, particularly the
youth, and their unprecedented
generosity, it did not remove
famine from the agenda. Nor did
it relieve the suffering of the mil-
lion at whom the aid was aimed.

Many are still in refugee
camps under terrible conditions,
entirely dependent on the inad-
equate food aid grudgingly doled
out by United Nations bureau-
crats on behalf of imperialism.

That famine was prevented
from recurring on the same or
worse scale is down to the even-
tual victory of the fighters of the
Eritrean and Ethiopian libera-
tion movements in 1991, and of
the less organised Somali forces a
year earlier.

The agents of imperialism, the
Dergue regime of Mengistu Haile
Mariam in Ethiopia and the Siad
Barre regime in Somalia, were
destroyed.

The source of the famine that
Live Aid was a response fo was
not some purely natural calamity.
It was rooted in the conscious
policy of imperialism and the be-
trayals of Stalinism.

In Ethiopia it took the form of
‘Great Amhara’ chauvinism.
Mengistu’s aim was to bring the
multi-ethnic communities of
Ethiopia and Eritrea under the
rule of Addis Ababa by military
force and brutalisation.

The parallels between the
struggle for Eritrean independ-
ence up to 1991 and what has been
happening in Bosnia from 1992
are plain for all to see.

As with the Ethiopian Dergue
regime, we see the transforma-
tion from Belgrade-style Stalin-
ism to fascism and Greater Ser-
bian chauvinism aiming to swal-
low up a defiant multi-ethnic
community.

It is occuring under the same
economic pressures from the
death rattle of world capitalism.

The same rape, murder, loot-
ing and ‘ethnic cleansing’, the
same forced consciption, the same
source of arms and the same easy
manipulation of a willing UN bu-
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reacuracy, were seen in Eritrea as
they are seen today in Bosnia.

This is the barbarism that all
workers in all communities even-
tually face.

Equally, we see the determina-
tion of the mixed communities to
defend themselves by force of
arms. The morals and the ethics
of the defending fighters are
poles apart from those of the
leaderships of the forces opposed
to them. They are our morals and
our ethics — an end to barbarism
and war!

Aid in the form of food to the
beleaguered is of course essential.
It is an expression in material
form of international proletarian
solidarity. But it is not enough.

The events in Srebrnica — and
those impending in other so-
called UN ‘safe havens’ — de-
mand the arming of the Bosnian
working class. Kalashnikovs are
insufficient.

Bosnian forces require heavy
artillery, armoured personnel
carriers, tanks and anti-tank
weapons, and anti-aircraft cover.
And this is all needed without
any political strings. :

Bosnians are quite able by
themselves to liberate’ weaponry
from the UN Protection Force
troops ordered to stand idly by as
‘observers’.

Equally, they are quite able to
equip themselves by raids on the
Serb-nationalist Chetnik forces,
as the Eritreans did against the
Dergue regime.

Solidarity

However, unlike the Eritreans
— whose calls for unconditional
assistance fell on deaf ears — Bos-
nian workers have a world of
solidarity and ingenuity from
their comrades in easy contact.

Arming the Bosnian workers
— by air, sea or land — will be no
easy task in the face of the block-
ade and sophisticated air-defence
systems and the sharing of intel-
ligence between UN forces and
the Chetniks.

Workers everywhere must
therefore demand of their na-
tional governments the immedi-
ate and unconditional arming of
the Bosnian workers to halt fas-
cism in its tracks.

At the same time they must
discuss means of circumventing
the inevitable prevarication and
opposition by the bourgeoisies of
their various countries to ensure
that what is needed does get
through to the front lines.

Workers’ organisations in Ser-
bia must be barraged with the
message:

‘Your enemy is in Belgrade
and Pale. Down with Milosevic
and Karadzic! An end to the
Chetniks and their forced con-
scription of your sons and
brothers! No more war!

And in Europe and the rest of
the world workers must raise the
demand loud and clear:

» ‘Lift the arms embargo!



A WorkersPress

-------------------------------------
b ln"i: s :o :l-:vl: . :'l :r:-:q : -r: -:-:i: t: " :-:4 :o :ll:l: . :I :I:I:'I :- :-:-: r: " :-:1 :- :-:-: a : - -:-: l: . :-:-: ll: I-:-:i :l :-:l': vln: M :I:I: i: I:l: |: " : |:||: . : " :-:- g -: - '-:- a*s"s"n"s"s"s"n"s"s"a"s"s"s"2"4"s" -t:i : o: -:-:-: 4:; :I-:I: » :.. :..:- : |: " .-:q: e
----------
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------
....................................................................................................................................................................................
''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''
-‘I.I .l.I.I.l...|-.-|'.'.‘...T'T'T'-_q -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

AS thousands of people driven from
their homes in Srebrnica by Serb
nationalist ‘ethnic cleansing’ told of
murders, torture and rapes, and the
blood-thirsty Serb Chetniks turned
to attack Zepa, Western imperialist
governments put on a cynical per-
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formance for the media last week.

Major, Rifkind, Clinton and
Chirac performed a pantomine
whose ending any child could
foresee. Having surrendered the
‘safe areas’, their next aim is a
deal with the major war criminal,
Serbian President Milosevic. In
Zepa, 150 poorly-armed Bosnian
soldiers standing against the at-
tacking Chetniks seized weapons
and equipment from Ukrainian
UN troops, who had no intention
of fighting, and had orders to
render their weapons unusable.
In Gorazde, the BiH forces seized
armoured vehicles from the
Ukrainians, and stopped British
troops from going to their UN
colleagues’ aid.

At Tuzla, Bosnians welcomed a
column of their people who had
come over the mountains from
Srebrnica, moving by night and
fighting their way through en-
emy lines. Bosnian soldiers car-
ried toddlers, young lads march-
ing proudly at their side. They
were ragged, hungry, footsore
and bleeding — but defiant.

In London’s plush Lancaster
House, British chief of staff Field
Marshall Peter Inge, France’s Ad-
miral Lanxade and America’s
General Shalikashvili talked for
five hours about Bosnia, before
deciding nothing could be done.
Meanwhile, off camera, European
Union negotiator Carl Bildt was
offering Milosevic, a deal reward-
ing aggression.

There are now over 238,000
refugees in the Tuzla region, out-
numbering the 223,000 local citi-
zens. Some 20,000 people re-
mained unaccounted for at Sre-
brnica. At least 4,000 men and
boys were taken away by the
Chetniks and many are known to
have been butchered. Women and
young girls were raped. Among
the Chetniks coming over the
border from Serbia was the noto-
rious criminal Arkan, accompa-
nied by Greek mercenaries.

Thousands

If Zepa and Gorazde fall, thou-
sands more people face death and
torture. Sarajevo would be over-
whelmed by refugees, and Serbia
would have a clean sweep to the
Bosnian capital.

President Izetbegovic said he
would try to negotiate with Serb

commanders for the safe evacua-

tion of civilians from Zepa. For-
eign Minister Muhamed Sacirbey
said on a visit to Washington that

BY CHARLIE POTTINS

UNPROFOR'’s mission in Bosnia
was at an end. ‘The UN mission
will either withdraw voluntarily
or at the latest by November we
will look for it to be terminated.’

Evoking the spectre of pre-
war appeasement of Hitler,
France’s President Chirac had
asked for British and US support
to reinforce the remaining UN
‘safe haven’ at Goradze, and to
open the aid route over Mount Ig-
man to Sarajevo. These proposals
fell well within the UN Protec-
tion Force’s original mandate.
But it suited both Chirac, posing
as a strong-man, and British For-
eign Secretary Malcolm Rifkind,
opposing any action, to hype up
the issue.

~ French forces attacked Bosnia

and Herzegovina (BiH) defensive
positions on Mount Igman last
year, and withdrew &om the Bi-
hac ‘safe haven’ before the Chet-
niks attacked. It was French
UNPROFOR commander General
Cot in Zagreb who refused to
open the northern route to Tuzla
for Workers' Aid convoys. His
successor, General Janvier, ad-
vised the British commander in
Sarajevo against taking any ac-
tion to open a road to Sarajevo
(advice that Whitehall made a
firm order).

French General Morillon went
to Srebrnica in April 1993, prom-
ising to protect the people there,
while disarming the Bosnian
forces, thus initiating the UN
‘safe areas’ policy. But Chirac'’s
Prime Minister Alain Juppé,
when he was Foreign Minister
last year, offered the Serbian
government the right to take
over eastern Bosnia.

Claiming both Croats and
Serbs had ‘the right to confeder-
ate with a neighbouring state’,
Juppé told ‘Le Figaro’ last Au-
tumn: ‘We know that the Bel-
grade government advised the
Bosnian Serbs to give up all
claims upon Sarajevo In ex-
change for the enclaves in eastern
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Bosnia. A number of Muslim offi-
cials themselves doubt whether
these enclaves are viable in the
long term and would also enter-
tain that hypothesis, though with
regret’ (Le Figaro’, 17 October
1994).

Juppé’s diplomacy — and that
of Britain’s Douglas Hurd — was
backed by the weapon of hunger,
as food convoys were halted.
Médecins Sans Frontieres said
Gorazde, Zepa and Srebrnica had
been turned into ‘prisons without
bars’, and that the UN had ‘played
the Serbian game, by reducing
the Bosnians to nothing but vic-
tims awaiting the executioner’
(‘Libération’, 20 October).

Summit

Only last month at the G7
summit of Western leaders
Chirac warned the Bosnian gov-
ernment against attempting to
lift the siege of Sarajevo. Mean-
while the Serb Chetnik leaders
were assured during the hostage
crisis that UN air strikes and ‘safe
havens’ like Srebrnica would be
abandoned.

US personnel to UN command,

There are now over 238,000 refugees in the Tuzla region
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With scandals at home, and
growing international anger
over French nuclear test plans,
Chirac has bid for international
stature by calling loudly for ‘the
great democracies . . . to impose
respect for human rights and in-
ternational law’ over Bosnia’.

Sotto voce, he said that other-
wise France would have to with-
draw. The British government —
and Belgrade — knew he wasn’t
serious, and Chirac knew the
British government would hold
him back.

British Foreign Secretary

Malcolm Rifkind insisted US air

support and helicopters would be
needed to lift troops into Go-
razde. ‘American involvment
would be crucial’, he said. General
Shalikashvili suggested French
or British crews could pilot the
helicopters (as though this was as
easy as driving a hired van!) but
said there would have to be ap-
proval from Congress for US in-
volvment.

Rifkind knew this, and knew
that the Republican-dominated
Congress was unlikely to entrust

especially with Serbian SAM
missile batteries trained on them.
US pilots would have to wait for
NATO and UN ‘dual key’ permis-
sion before they could fire back!
Congress was discussing raising
the arms embargo on Bosnia, al-
though President Clintgn said he
would veto this. |

Thus Messrs. Rifkind, Clinton,
and Chirac hoped to save face,
and the UN, while not having the
slightest intention of saving Bos-
nians.

Russian Foreign Minister
Kozyrev warned against the dan-
gers of ‘all out war’. Clearly 25,000
Chechens have neither stopped
Russia receiving Western loans
nor disqualified its government
as a peace advocate, any more
than its supply of military equip-
ment to Serbia.

Emissary

Meanwhile European Union
emissary Carl Bildt was having
talks with Milosevic in Belgrade,
on the plan agreed last year by
the US, British, French, German
and Russian governments to
carve up Bosnia between a Bosni-
an-Croat federation and the
Chetnik Republika Srpska’. This
would effectively end Bosnia and
Hercegovina as an independent
multi-cultural state, and divide
former Yugoslavia between US-
German and French-British
fields of influence.

General Mladic, who personal-
ly supervised the barbaric ‘ethnic
cleansing’ at Srebrnica, remains
on Milosevic’s general staff. The
trucks used to take Muslim civil-
ians out of Srebrnica were sent
from Serbia. So was the jeep cap-
tured by Bosnian fighters and
driven through Medjedja, still
with its Yugoslav National Army
registration plates. UN officials
admit Yugoslav army M-84 tanks
took part in the invasion of Sre-
brnica. But still the imperialists,
particularly the British govern-
ment, regard Milosevic as some-
one to do business with — just as
when they supplied him with
arms.

BOSNIA: Tories aim
for deal with
“war criminals

FROM OLIVIA MEERSON
IN PARIS

ON 14 July, 1,000 people gather:
in the famous cemetry of tl
Pere-Lachaise in Paris in front
the memorial of the victims of t!
Paris Commune.

Among the speakers were pr
fessor Schwarzenberg, —wl
headed the ‘L'Europe commence
Sarajevo’ list for the Europe:
parliament elections last ye:
and the writer Alain Finkelkrat
They and other speakers call
for support for the Bosnian r
sistance and clearly condemn
the policies of successive Fren
governments.

The organisers of the Par
Collective Against Ethnic Clean
ing explained the choice of tl
place of the demonstration. Tl
Bosnians in their besieged cou
try remind us of the Paris Cor
mune. Calls from the citizens
Tuzla were read and a minuts
silence was kept.

Among committee represent
tives were MRAP (Moveme
Against Racism and A
tisemitism and for Peace), know
to be inspired by Communis
and Bosnian associations (G
razde), and a representative
Mr Jarovic, (director for Aid
the Bosnia-Herzegovina gover
ment).

Previous demonstrations
June did not gather more than
few dozen people, but in t
course of 48 hours, we succeeds
in mobilising a thousand peop
in spite of the 14 July Bastille D
celebrations and the long wee
end.

Ay WorkersPress
SUBSCRIBE

to the socialist weekly that tells the truth

Please send me
(110 issues for £5.60

[150 issues for £27.60

INTERNATIONAL RATES: Europe and Near East, £7.70 for 10 issues, 50 for
£38.50; Americas and India £12.70 for 10 issues, 50 for £63.50; Australia,
Japan and E Asia 10 issues for £13.70, 50 for £68.50.

Name
Address

I e R P R R Y PSR AR R R RS R LA A R Ll
T R R N R R RN TN RN R AT NRRNSNL NS RN E R A R R

T R L R R N R R R gl

| enclose £......... for my subscription, and

an extra donation of £........
Make cheques, POs payable to Workers Press, PO Box 735, London SW8 1YB.

Children injured
in Nazi attack

FOUR children were among 20 peo-
ple injured in a racist arson attack
on a house in Remscheid, western
Germany, on Sunday night, 16 July.
Most of the victims were Turkish
people.

Earlier in the day a woman was
taken to hospital with first-degree
burns after a gang of neo-Nazis
firebombed a boat on a lake near
the Polish border. Police went to a
nearby campsite and clashed with
the neo-Nazis there, making 43 ar-
rests.

Racists and fascists throughout
Europe have been encouraged by
the example of ‘ethnic cleansing’
and atrocities in ex-Yugoslavia.

Some joined the Croat Ustashe
early in the war, but Russian fas-
cists and the British Nazi C18 group
are supporting the Serb Chetniks.

Tamil refugees’ journey to deatt

EIGHTEEN Tamil refugees, trying to reach a new
life in Germany, were found dead in a lorry trailer
in Gyor, western Hungary, last week. They are
thought to have died from heat — weekend tem-
peratures had reached 100°F — and poor ventila-
tion.

Police and an ambulance went to the lorry park
after passers by reported the smell from the Bul-
garian-registered lorry. Another 19 Tamils found
nearby said the driver had let them out on Friday,
telling them they were in Germany.

When they realised they had been tricked they
returned to the car park but the driver had gone.
They had each payed £500 to be smuggled to the
West, and had been locked in the lorry to leave Ro-
mania the previous day. '

In Sri Lanka tens of thousands of Tamils were
reported to be fleeing from their homes on the
Jaffna peninsula as Sri Lanka government troops,
with tanks and artillery, advanced on the port of
Jaffna.

Jaffna is the stronghold of the Liberation
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Tigers of Tamil Elam, under Velupillai Pra
hakaran. They have been fighting a guerril
struggle for a separate state for more than a de
ade.

Tamil Tiger guerrillas said their losses we
low compared to civilians. Thirteen children we
among the 65 killed and another 150 people injur
when an airforce plane bombed St Peter’s Churc
about two miles from the front-line.

On 16 July, while Sea Tiger boats skirmish
with Navy ships outside Kankesanturai harbot
frogmen staged a daring underwater attack on tl
Navy's radar-equipped command ship Editha
berthed at the Kankesanturai pier. After two u
derwater explosions the ship partly sank in she
low water.

A navy officer said it appeared to have been
suicide attack. In April the Sea Tigers' frogms
blew up and sank two naval gunboats in the port
Trincomalee. The government claims its latest ¢
fensive is aimed at ‘liberating’ Tamils from t!
guerrillas.



