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HE EXECUTION of Ken Saro-Wiwa and
'ight of his comrades by the Nigerian dicta-
orship on 10 November shocked and angered
nillions of people throughout the world.

Only hours before these millions were calling for clemency. But ten
lays after their sentence at a rigged trial, with no right to appeal, they

vere dead.

These executions were a barbaric act deliberately carried out to
trike fear into the hearts of all those who demand the most basic

juman rights — clean air, land
nd water.

It was an act of terror against
jolitical prisoners, trade union-
sts, and those in exile organising
gainst the dictatorship. It is
neant to be a warning to stu-
lents living abroad to keep out of
pcialist politics.

But General Sani Abacha, like
11 dictators, is surrounded by
veak, fauning and money-grab-
ing sycophants, with no per-
pnal strength and no support
rom the millions of poor people
yho are becoming more and
pore an organised threat to his
ule.

It is his own fear that he tries
p foist on others with this act of
uthless barbarism carried out
n behalf of the multi-national
il companies.

The Nigerian dictatorship
pay have put the rope round the
ecks pf these nine brave fight-
rs, but who gives him the confi-
ence to act? Who are the real
aurderers?

B The British government has
pntinued to supply arms to the
ligerian government despite its
nown brutality. British com-
jercial interests are at stake. In
he first seven months of 1995
ligeria sold £77 million worth of
pods to Britain, but British
xports to Nigeria were £250 mil-
on.

B With 24 per cent of the
hares, the British-Dutch petro-
*um multi-national, Shell, is the
econd largest shareholder in
ligerian Liquified Natural® Gas
amited. The Nigerian Govern-
jent holds the largest share, and
e French company Elf and the
jalian Agip are also share-

plders.
Profit

In the drive for profit, the
fater, the rich farmlands and the
ain-forests have been polluted
¥ the leakage of crude oil. The
aghtest protest by the poor peo-
le trying to eake out a living has
pen greeted with violence by the
ictatorship and the oil compa-
jes.

The people do not have the
lost ordinary amenities — clean
ater, roads, electricity. Yet
lowering over the dark, unlit
illages stand the oil refineries,
t by their own generators and
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KEN SARO-WIWA

VIURDERED

Protesting Ken Saro-Wiwa's execution. Ken campaigned against pollution of Nigerian oilfields by Shell for which he was murdered by the state last week

well supplied with clean water
and plenty of food for the manag-
ers.
M In 1990, when the Etche peo-
ple peacefully demonstrated
against Shell, the company called
for police protection. The infa-
mous Mobile Police Force (MPF)

was sent in — 80 people were
massacred and 496 homes were
destroyed.

B In 1992, the MPF was sent
into villages in the Gbarkan .oil-
field. They shot 30 people and
beat 150 others.

B The Movement for the Sur-
vival of the Ogoni People (Mosop)
issued a bill of rights. In addition
to compensation for the loss of oil
from Shell, Mosop called for self-
determination for Ogoniland.

people were Killed, 27 villages
were burnt down and 80,000 peo-
ple were forced to move away
altogether.

B In 1994-95, the Nigerian oil
workers’ union took strike action,
not only about inequalities at
work, but about the polution and
the poverty of their people. The
leaders are still in jail.

B Ken Saro-Wiwa had become
the most prominent spokesman
for Mosop. He was in prison when
four chiefs were killed during a
riot in the Ogoni community. But
he and his eight comrades were
charged with incitement to mur-
der. They were put on trial, sen-
tenced and put to death
Spontaneous protests are being
brutally put down by the Nige-
rian police.
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Despite all this, the British
government included Nigeria as
one of the countries to which it is
safe to return people applying for
asylum.

On 23 October, Abdul Onibiyo,
a member of Lambeth UNISON,
was deported to Nigeria, and so
far this year only one Nigerian
has won asylum rights.

Cynically

Now representatives of the
Commonwealth (what common
wealth?) meeting in Auckland
have cynically decided to ‘expel’
Nigeria. They are giving them
two years to repent!

They are not going to imple-
ment sanctions or prevent the
continuing rape of the country by

Shell. Last Tuesday, Shell
announced that it would press
ahead with fresh investments in
Nigeria.

One leader in Auckland
deserves special mention. Nelson
Mandela refused to appeal for the
lives of the condemned prisoners.
What do the millions of people
around the world who cam-
paigned - for his release from
Robben Island think about that?

It is only the working class
that can come to the aid of the
Nigerian workers and peasants.
It means a fight against ‘our own’
government and the building of
an independent international
socialist party.

Immediately a delegation of
trade unionists should go to Nige-
ria to visit the imprisoned trade
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unionists and political prisoners.
All possible links must be made
with the workers’ and human
rights movement.

There must be an interna-
tional campaign for:

B The release of all political
prisoners.

B The cessation of the export
of arms to the Nigerian govern-
ment.

B The right to asylum of all
economic and political refugees
from Nigeria.

B A boycott of Shell, and a
concerted effort to convince
those working for Shell to join
and fight for a trade union to
represent all workers in what-

Advance notice:

10th Anniversary
Workers Press Meeting

MORE history books are published than ever before, yet there is
probably less common understanding of why people do, or should,
study history — or of what history they ought to study. - "

Historians on the whole laughed at Francis Fukuyama’s response to
the collapse of the Berlin Wall: ‘the end of history’. Yet, beneath the
ever more sophisticated detail of much of their work, there often lurks
a very similar conception.

Studying history is a ‘luxury’, pronounced the now ennobled

THE FUTURE
OF MARXISM

A Series of 10 Lectures Margaret Thatcher. Yet her governments were uniquely | | Saturday 9 December, 10.30am—4.30pm
Conway Hall, Red Lion Square, London (Holborn Tube) éilltlzg:ntmmst in trying to prescribe how history should be studied in y p

University of Westminster, 35
Marylebone Road, London

Baker Street tube

Thursdays, 7.30 pm, 5 October — 7 December, 1995

Next lecture, 23 November: ‘The historian’s tale: the persistence of
history and the necessity of Marxism’ (Terry Brotherstone)

Admission: £1.50 (£1.00 concs.)

Some notion of Marxism lay behind the boom in social and labour
history in the 1960s, 1970s and 1980s. Marxism is now orthodoxly
pronounced ‘dead’, but nothing is put in its place.

What should we make of this mess?

Scargill and Labour, p3 »x Dockers, p2 x South Africa, p4&5 x Letters, p6 * Duke of Windsor and fascism, p7 x Bosnia, p8



ARTHUR SCARGILL'S call for
the formation of a Socialist
Labour Party to replace ‘New
Labour’ is one that deserves the
widest discussion within the
labour movement — in which the
miners’ leader occupies a unique
position.

For he was the only trade union
leader prepared to lead an uncom-
promising fight against the state and
its anti-trade union laws throughout
the 1984-85 miners’ strike.

And it was Scargill who rightly took
up the fight against the plans of Blair
and his circle of advisers to dump
Clause Four and to break the link
between the trade unions and the
Labour Party.

That is why his influence extends
far beyond the now severely dimin-
ished membership of the National
Union of Mineworkers.

* * % % *

BEFORE discussing the con-
tents of Scargill’s proposal it is
necessary to be clear about the
background against which he
has declared for a new working-
class party.

The Labour Party leaders make it
clearer every day that, if they form
the next government, they have no
intention of implementing any
reforms in the interests of the work-
INg class.

Quite the opposite: they are strain-
ing every sinew to prove to the
bosses that they will carry out every
attack against the working class that
the crisis of the capitalist system
demands.

Last week Gordon Brown commit-
ted Labour to what in effect is a US-
style work-fare programme for young
unemployed people. This week Tony
Blair says that the minimum wage will
be settled only with the agreement of
big business, and that even the
almost worthless ‘social chapter’ of
the European Union treaty will be
implemented only if the employers
agree.

The Labour leaders have stressed
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Scargill

and the

need for a new

repeatedly that for them the welfare
state as a system of benefits open to
all on the basis of need is a thing
dead and buried.

* * * % %

IN OTHER WORDS, we are
faced with a ‘reformist’ Labour
Party that no longer promises
any reforms! It no longer prom-
iIses them, because it can no

longer deliver them.

The crisis of the capitalist system,
internationally and in Britain, is so
severe that it can no longer afford to
grant any further concessions to the
working class and sections of the
middle class.

Capitalism must strive to take back
all the major concessions that it has
been forced to make in the past.

Last week, the French government
was discussing how the system of
welfare benefits in that country could
be slashed. The same attacks on the
‘postwar settlement’ are underway in
every major European country.
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IN THIS situation there can be no
return to ‘old Labour’ — to the
sort of party that took office at
the end of World War IlI.

In his call for a new party Scargill
makes many correct criticisms of the

Blair-led Labour Party: its dropping

of Clause Four, its refusal to promise
to restore the National Health Serv-

socialist party

ice, its sharp swing to the right on the
question of retirement pensions, etc.

But at the same time it is a call
deeply imbued with the notion that
the old Labour Party can be restored
to full health and vigour.

M Scargill suggests that once
upan a time the Labour Party was
socialist. It was, he says, a Parlia-
mentary Party set up ‘to give expres-
sion to a Socialist political agenda in
the House of Commons’.

This is not the case. The Labour
Party was established with one pur-
pose: to represent the interests of the
trade unions in parliament and in
particular to secure the repeal of the
anti-trade union laws and judge-
ments which had been imposed on
the movement at the end of the last
century.

Only later, in the aftermath of 1917,
was Clause Four inserted, in a cyni-
cal move to prevent the exodus from
the party of those who were attracted
by the October Revolution in Russia.

And as a quid pro quo individual
membership of the party was estab-
lished in a move designed to weaken
the influence of the socialist groups
within the party.

B Despite his sharp criticisms of
Blair and company, Scargill holds
what are clearly reformist views
about the capitalist crisis. He claims
that ‘a Labour Government could
solve unemployment — even within
a Capitalist society overnight, pro-
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vided it introduced a four-day work-
Ing week with no loss of pay, banned
all non-essential overtime, and intro-
duced voluntary retirement on full
pay at the age of 55.’

It i1s’, Scargill says ‘economic
insanity to pay out £10,000 per year
to keep a worker unemployed whilst
half that amount would eliminate
unemployment straightaway.’

But if this is so, if the ruling class
could save money, why don't the
Tories introduce precisely these
measures? The question answers
itself.

B Scargill’'s statement is cast in
exclusively nationalist terms. There is
not a mention of the collapse of Stal-
inism and its implications for the
working class and socialism.

The only point at which he strays

- beyond Dover is to launch a national-

ist and reactionary attack on the
European Union which comes from
the worst of Little Englander, if not
anti-German traditions in the British
working-class movement.

B Scargill seems to think that a
party shorn of Blair and company
with Clause Four restored meets the
needs of the working class today.
But there can be no going back to
that situation.

®* % * % %

THIS is only a first response to
Scargill’s conception of a new
socialist party for the working
class.

Workers Press has raised the need
for such a party for the last two years
and more and if Scargill's announce-
ment widens the audience for such a
discussion this can only entirely posi-
tive.

Workers Press is sponsoring a
conference in Manchester on 24
February 1996 at which this very
question of the need for a new
socialist party will be discussed (see
advert for ‘Crisis in the labour’
conference below).

‘We invite everyone in the Labour
movement interested in discussing
this issue not only to attend the con-
ference but to help in its preparation.

No Frontiers/The Rain Trust present a Bosnia fund-raiser

The Troggs

The Animals/The Yardbirds

Wednesday 6 December, doors open 6pm, London Astoria, 157
Charing X Road, London WC2. Tickets £9.50 advance/£11.50
(£9.50 concessions) door. Astoria box office (0171-434 0403,
credit cards 0171-434 0404). By post enclosing SAE from The
Rain Trust, c/o Janice Findlay, 52 Deptford Broadway, London
SE8 4PH. Cheques payable to ‘The Rain Trust’. Part of the
proceeds to go to AIDS/HIV support and rape counselling.

hospitals

A London-wide conference open to all
healthworkers and campaigners
Call by Guy’s Hospital SICK campaign,
Edgware Hands Off Our Hospitals, Hands Off
Greenwich NHS and London Health Emergency

Saturday 25 November

11lam-4pm, ULU, Malet Street, London WCH.
Send for credentials and send donations
(payable LHE) to Hands Off London’s Hospitals,
c/o Unit 6, Ivebury Court, 325 Latimer Road,

London W10 6RA.

STOP HOSPITAL
CLOSURES

Hands off London’s

Manchester
Town Hall

24 February
11.30am-5.30pm

Name

A conference sponsored by Workers Press

Crisis in the labour movement
The need for a new socialist party

Please send me further details of the ‘Crisis in
the labour movement’ conference.

llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

Photocopy and send to Workers Press, PO Box
735, London SW8 1YB.

Monday.
[1£2 per column inch

Advertise in Workers Press

Make sure everyone knows about the events you and your
organisation have planned, or your publications, your
meetings, or something you want to sell. Send money with
two typed copies of what you want to say, by first post on

[1£5 per 3 column inches

[1£25 for one-eighth page display

[1£60 for half page display

[1£120 for full page display

Workers Press, PO Box 735, London SW8 1YB.
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BoOKCELLAR

Secondhand basement
bookstore ;
POLITICS FICTION ARTS MEDIA
WOMEN'S STUDIES FILM
ARCHITECTURE EDUCATION

OPEN 11AM-6PM
MON.TO SAT.
BELOW
HOUSMANS
BOOKSHOP

5 CALEDONIAN
ROAD
KINGS CROSS
LONDON N1 9DX
TEL: 0171-837 4473




Transatlantic sol

BY DOT GIBSON

THE 500 sacked dockers got
a trendous boost last week
when the International
Longshoremen’s Union
(ILU) of America stopped
the 30,000-tonne ‘Atlantic
Conveyer’ from docking in
the port of Liverpool.

John Bowens, president of the
ILU’s East Coast sector, told ship-
ping company Atlantic Contain-
ers that his union would ‘“take a
dim view' if the vessel went to the
scab port.

Altantic Containers has given
Mersey Docks and Harbour Com-
pany two weeks to get the port in
a fit state to receive its ships oth-
erwise it will pull out of Liver-
pool altogether.

After receiving information
that ‘Atlantic Conveyer’ had been
turned away from Liverpool, the
captain of a cargo ship, owned by
ABC, a shipping company mainly
working the Australia line con-
tacted the dockers’ shop stewards
to find out the situation in the
port.

But only one week earlier the
Liverpool ‘Daily Post’ reported:

‘The port of Liverpool’s big-
gest vessel is to return next week
for the first time since the start of
the unofficial dockers’ strike.

“The arrival of the
36,000-tonne ‘Atlantic Conveyor’
will mark a milestone in efforts
to get back to normal working
since the 400 [500! dockers were
sacked in late September.

‘Port operators the Mersey
Docks and Harbour Company
have recruited replacement staff
who are being trained ready for
the return of prestige transatlan-
tic services.

Now the Mersey Docks and
Harbour Company admit that
even if ‘Atlantic Conveyer’ had
docked in Liverpool they didn’t
have the skilled labour to handle
the cargo!

The shop stewards are used to
the company’s disinformation
and will not allow it to knock
them off course or undermine the
principled stand taken by the 500
dockers they represent. Their lat-
est statement says:

In the six weeks of the dispute
the Mersey Docks and Harbour

Company have remained silent
— afraid to debate the issues.
They have been condemned by
the chairman of Radio City as act-
ing like 18th-century mill bosses.
They have been condemned by
church and political leaders
throughout Merseyside. But most
of all they stand condemned by
the people of Merseyside.

‘After six weeks the 500 dock-
ers stand more united than ever.
We have the support of our wives,
partners and families. Above all
we have YOUR support — the
support of the people.

‘We thank you for that. We
know our fight is your fight. We
know you want us to win. And we
have this to say to the Mersey
Docks and Harbour Company —
WE WILL WIN — 500 MEN
WILL BE REINSTATED!

- Shop steward Mike Carden
was in Ireland with a delegation
speaking to dockers, shop stew-

Kiev fares boycott

Transport workers, students and passengers unite

From Pavel Slutzky in Kiev

PASSENGERS and public trans-
port workers in Kiev, Ukraine,
have united in action to demand
improvements in the service and
better wages and conditions for
the workers.

Massive refusal to pay fares on
buses and trolleybuses was toler-
ated by the government. How-
ever there has been an attempt to
control this boycott. Now the
protest has hardened.

Passengers impede the inspec-
tors and actively help each other
to get past inspectors without
paying their fare.

Real mutinies have taken
place inside buses and trolley-
buses. Kiev university students
are giving out leaflets advising
people how to organise the con-
frontations with inspectors.

They also call for free student
travel passes financed by the city
and have called a meeting outside
the Kiev Soviet in support of this
demand.

The Free Public Transport
Union of Kiev (SPROT) supports
them and the union and students
have issued a joint declaration
about their struggle.

The drivers themselves have
made public their protests at the
terrible state of the vehicles that
impedes the service and about

problems concerning their wages
and working conditions.

New members are now joining
SPROT to take part in this fight
against the public transport
enterprises.

But they find themselves in a
fight with the ‘official’ union and
face intimidation, defamation
and repressive measures.

S0 far only 10 per cent of the
public  transport workers are
members of SPROT, but its
dynamic campaigning, and the
meetings it organises wespite
being forbidden, are a pole of
attraction for the most exploited
sector of public transport.

From the outset a financial
blockage has been in operation
by the bosses towards SPROT.
Either they do not pass on the
union dues deducted from wages,
or they simply do not make the
deductions. In some cases they
just continue to pay deductions to
the ‘official’ union.

Moreover the ‘legal’ require-
ment of a worker who applies for
membership of SPROT is that
he/she must personally present a
resignation letter to the official
union.

This tortuous procedure is
consuming the workers’ patience,
They are organising themselves
into groups and resign en bloc.

Growing tension points to the
real possibility of a strike.

SPROT has already started a
solidarity campaign among other
Ukranian unions — eg. the Min-
ers’ Federation — and among
some deputies for Kiev and
Ukraine,

But bus workers are not the
only ones in fighting mood. Since
October there has been a general
increase in resistance and popu-
lar discontent.

On 19 October 15,000 workers
from VPK industries marched
towards the centre of Kiev.

On 25 October there were
similar protests in the majority
of big cities. These were
organised by the Communist
Party of Ukraine, the Socialist
Party of Ukraine and other
groups.

Messages of support and repu-
diation of the arbitrary actions
and legal obstacles against mem-
bers of SPROT, and those wishing
to join SPROT, would be most
welcome, especially from public
transport workers and students
to:

Ukraina, Kiev, Ul, Narodnogo
Opolchenia 14, Trolleybus Depo
No. 3, Zosulia Vacilly P., Direk-
tor  Silchenko Vitaly A,
Nachainik (SPROT organiser:
Anatoly Riabov); and, Ukraina,
Kiev, Tramway Depo No. 5 im,
Kracina, Okolnichii Nikolay G.,
Direktor (SPROT organiser:
Baydo Bekaury).

ards and union officials in Dublin
and Belfast.

‘A donation of £1000 was
handed to us, and support groups
have been established in both cit-
ies/ he said. ‘The dock workers
gave us certain undertakings
which can be of great assistance
to us’

Jim Davies, secretary/treas-
urer of the shop stewards’ com-
mittee said that financial
donations and collections were
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pouring in and a further 5,000
copies of ‘Dockers Charter’ had
been ordered from the printer.

But the most important thing
was ‘the solidarity action of the
International Longshoremen of
America in stopping the “Atlan-
tic Conveyor™.

On 3 November, the ‘Liverpool
Echo’ announced: ‘Port bosses are
in line to scoop nearly £700,000
profit in a shares bonanza’, add-
ing fuel to the fire burning

idarity
boosts dockers

throughout angry Merseyside.

B ‘Dockers Charter’, 50p
(20p for unwaged) can be
obtained from  Jimmy
Davies, 19 Scorton Street,
Liverpool L6 4AS. CASH
WITH ORDER. P&P must be
included: 1 copy 20p; 5 copies
20p; 10 copies £1.

Orders above this must be

arranged — telephone: 0151-
207 3388 or 0191-222 0299.
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Supporters of Bosnia gathered at St Martin’s-in-the-fields to
fighting fascism in the past four years in the

remember those who have died
Balkans last Sunday, 12 November
Photo: Marg Nicol

'We all act together’

Freedom Network protests against executions

BY HELENA FOX

THOUSANDS of young people,
shocked and angry at the execu-
tion of Nigerian human rights
campaigner Ken Saro-Wiwa and
eight of his comrades, are carry-
Ing out protest actions through-
out the country.

Ian Freeman of ‘Reclaim the
Streets’ said that direct action at

Unemployment bad
for health — officiall

BY PETER GIBSON

—

ANY threat to your employment
srospects is bad for your health,
onfirms the Epidemology and
“ublic Health department at
Jniversity College in the British
Medical Journal.

The ongoing survey of 10,308
ivil servants started in 1986. It
overed a wide range of grades
rom office-support staff to per-
aanent secretaries,

One group of 666 professional
nd technical staff faced a long
eriod of uncertainty starting in
983

By 1994, 43 per cent of them
rere out of work. Of those in
ork, 52 per cent considered
2eir jobs unsafe or insecure.,

This BMJ report has been
iven much greater significance
=0 previous reports coming to
¥ same conclusions on the effect

| employment uncertainty on

health. This is because the data is
of high quality.
These findings are relevant to

the privatisation of public serv-
ices and other industries.

The report maintains that
women suffer more ‘psychologi-
cal’ symptoms than men, but that
men exhibit physical problems
related to psychological stress.

Even if the threat never mate-
rialises there is a detrimental
effect on your health and that of
your family.

And there was a recent report
that showed that if you work
more than 48 hours a week there
is double the danger of heart
attack,

But job insecurity and long
hours is just what this economic
system wants and needs to get the
working class into line.

So to improve our health pros-
pects needs us to end this eco-
nomic system.

London underground workers:
the fight remains ahead!

BY AN INDUSTRIAL
CORRESPONDENT

THREE weeks of talks and the
threat of strikes produced an
agreement between the three rail
unions — RMT, ASLEF, TSSA —
and London Underground Lim-
ited.

RMT press officer, Laurie
Harris said that the deal gave
some protection to workers
employed in sections of London
Underground about to be priva-
tised, and ‘tremendously
watered-down’ the proposals on
part-time labour.

None of the present employees
will be made part-timers as was
first proposed.

He said: London Underground
was desperate to avoid a strike.
They saw that the union was able
to recruit members, and the out-
come of [London Underground’s]
legal action was a judge’s ruling
that if people want to join a union
In a dispute that is their right —
they do so with their eyes open.

Whatever agreement has been
reached today, there should be no
illusions. The fight remains
ahead. Privatisation and massive
cuts threaten not only London
Underground workers, but the
travelling public.

Although ‘some protection’
has been agreed for present
employees, those coming into the
industry in the future can expect
to be taken on as part-time casual
labour.

The lives of the thousands of
people who travel on London’s
underground system every day
are in the hands of these workers.

Never has it been so vital for
joint committees of transport
workers and passengers to be set
up to fight for the right to a safe
and cheap public transport run
by workers with proper wages
and conditions.

The way forward for the pub-
lic transport unions is to build
such  solidarity committees
against privatisation and cuts in
services, safety standards and
workers’ jobs.

the Nigerian embassy had led to
30 arrests.

‘Those arrested have been
charged under Section 4a of the
Public Order Act 1977, one of the
amendments made by the Crimi-
nal Justice Act in 1994 — this is
its first use; he said.

1f the case comes to trial we
will be calling an expert on Nige-
rian politics and because of the
nature of the charge we will sub-
poena the Nigerian ambassador
and embassy staff’

Ian explained that the main
purpose of his group is to cam-
paign to clean up the streets and
rid them of the lethal fumes from
petrol engines. But this leads to
actions against inhumanity and
injustice, which means standing
up against the multi-national
companies in defence of human
beings — like the Ogoni people
against Shell.

‘We take part in “Critical
Mass” .in which thousands of
cyclists assemble on the last Fri-
day of every month at Waterloo
and ride together to a different
destination making  special
appeals on current issues.

Tt wouldn't surprise me if this
month our appeal isn’t the boy-

cott of Shell for its attacks on the

environment and its silence over
the executions,’ he said.
‘Earth First’ is another group

which is picketing Shell petrol

stations in Oxford, Leicester,
York, Cambridge and other
towns.

In Brighton and Eastbourne

Justice’ is organising the picket-

ing. This group has a newspaper

called ‘Schnews’,

At the Shell petrol station in
Evelyn Street, Deptford, south-

east London, young people from

Time and Space’ joined those

from the Freedom Network’, ‘Re-
claim the Streets’, and some (old)
members of Workers Interna-

tional. A significant number of

drivers were convinced of the

boycott and many a vehicle

sounded its horn as it went past.

Today ‘Greenpeace’ is organis-

ing national protest actions and
all the groups will join in.

‘That’s the good thing’ said

Nick from ‘Time and Space’. ‘We
are all concerned and we all act
together!

Name
Address

Trade union (if any)

WORKERS PRESS IS THE PAPER OF THE
WORKERS REVOLUTIONARY PARTY

British section of the Workers International (to Rebuild the Fourth International)
Please send me information about the WRP

e AGe (if under 21)
Send to: PO Box 735, London SWS8 1YB
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INL examined

| 10 November 1991, Anti-Fascist
tion (AFA) led a big demonstration
unst racist attacks in the East End
London. The same weekend, at the
nalist Workers’ Party (SWP) con-

ence, the central committee
orted on rising racism, and the
ergence ‘for the first time in over a
ade’ of a ‘specific fascist group’.
Criticising the way others fought
ism and fascism, the report made
proposal for the SWP to change
irse, But two months later, the
ti-Nazi League (ANL) was
aunched, with Labour MPs and
ds of publicity.

A recent pamphlet, Anti-Nazi
wgue, A Critical Examination®,
s SWP leaders were under pres-
e after fascist attacks on members,
i worried because AFA (led by
)jple the SWP had expelled) was
cessfully mobilising young people.
ne SWP members believed that
h the demise of the Communist
'ty their party should be asserting
dership.

SWP leader Tony Cliff discussed
- ANL'’s revival with close col-

gues, and announced it at a meet-
' in Stoke Newington, north

ndon, before his central committee
1decided anything.
T'here was a race against rivals in
' Anti-Racist Alliance. ANL public-
claimed other people’s victories,
invented its own. The stated broad
1 of fighting fascism — ‘Never
ain’ — concealed the narrow, com-
itive objectives of the SWP-
yointed leadership.
Jim Kelly, remembering the ANL's
lier incarnation in the 1970s says:
> anti-fascist struggle . .. became a
re membership recruitment cam-
gn. We were cynically used and
n conveniently dumped’
Mark Metcalfe suspects ‘ANL Mk2.
y be dropped as the SWP rediscov-
wages militancy. He says the SWP
. made no real assessment of rac-
land fascism.
Soth authors criticise the SWP for
ding young anti-fascists back
ind Labour. This pamphlet, and
struggle it deals with, deserve
re attention than I can give here.
[he authors write from experi-
e Their viewpoint isn’t necessar-
ours, but it is relevant to any
sussion on the working class’s need
a new party.
ll Published by Colin Roach Cen-
56 Clarence Rd. E58HB, £1.

eft’
hallenged

“ENTLY back from a Workers Aid
Yoy to Bosnia, James Tait of Edin-
g0 has challenged some people on
Beft™
Imagine a gang of Combat 18
mbers . . . had burned out the
e of one of your neighbours ‘cos
was Asian, what would your
ponse be?
Would vou ... turn your back on
| saying: “Well, look, I know it’s
@sty business and all that, but
Pe's no easy solution. Anyway,
guy's p-ohtlcs leave a lot to be
red — I mean, I think he might
2 Muslim and yvou know what
Mtdonaries they are. And listen,
| calling for the police to stop
m raping his daughter — doesn’t
walise the pohce are just agents
apatalism? .
f you want these people to
e socialists, then get yourself
joomyoy . . . show some real soli-
iy ... We must be fighting now
the UN to get out, for the
emdz o o > be lifted, and for
s of refugees to settle in
Saptheny less than that
P chamgpe the title of
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South Africa an

The ANC-dominated government of ‘national unity’ has
been in office in South Africa for the past 18 months. Millions
of workers had high hopes in the government, hopes that
have been cruelly dashed. Workers Press spoke to a worker
from the Durban area about these experiences and the
lessons to be drawn from them.

WP: Can you say something about
the present struggles of the South
African workers?

The Government of National Unity,
which came into office in February,
was trusted by most of the working
people of the country. This was
because it was dominated by the
ANC, It had promised many things,
like housing, jobs, education. So the
people expected that as soon as the
government came to power it would
deliver these promises.

That is why, when the election
came, most of the workers voted for
the ANC. Soon after this, the first
thing the new government did was
to award themselves big salaries.
They bought big houses and cars and
then forget about their promises to
the masses.

Since then people began to ask:
what is happening? Then the ANC
told them: it’s not possible for the
government to deliver its promises
because there is no money.

As far as education is concerned,
initially every child was to get a free
education from first year up to
standard age, that is from five
onwards.

To the surpris