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Join 24 February demonstration

SMASH RACIST

ASYLUM BILL!

HE Tories’ racist Asylum and Immigration
ill is the concern of the whole labour move-
ent. It is the latest attack on sections of

n their own.

Hundreds of thousands of
litical refugees and unregis-
red migrants are living in
itain. Thousands, including
men and children, have been
rcibly deported over the
rs using the most barbaric
d inhumane methods.

This has resulted in deaths
h as that of Joy Gardner who
suffocated by immigration
icials and Joseph Nnalue
ho fell from a third floor win-
w ftrying to escape police
ICETS.

The Asylum Bill is a continu-
ion of this onslaught. It is
igned to put asylum seekers
itute on the street.

It can be defeated if the

ngth of the workers’ move-
nt is united with the wave of
position from the refugee

1 immigrant organisations.

Already the Tories have

n forced to pull back. They
originally planned that

m 8 January all rights to

me support and other ben-

s would be withdrawn from
most asylum seekers.

. The Department of Social
fecurity estimates this will
fffect 13,000 immediately with
4o exemptions for families with
Sildren, pregnant women,
Bsabled or the elderly.

. But the depth and strength
¥ the opposition has forced
Bem to delay this aspect of the
1l Before implementation
Bev will now have a full par-
ementary debate in an
gtempt to buy off many of the
iberal opponents who are try-
B2 to restrict the militancy of
be sireet demonstrations.

. The Bill gives Home Secre-
gry Michael Howard the
pwer to designate countries
shere it is claimed there is no
grious risk of persecution’ —
Be socalled ‘white list’

Howard’s first list is India,
=iistan, Poland, Romania, Bul-
@ria Ghana and Cyprus. There
re serious allegations and evi-
ence of human rights abuses in
§l these countries yet asylum
pims will be deemed as
pithout foundation’,

Nigeria was due to be
peiuded in the ‘white list’ but
be world-wide revulsion at the
gecutions of Ken Saro-Wiwa
pd his comrades forced the
pries to withdraw it —
F."x:-ugh of course, they con-

orkers who must not be left to fight this bill

BY JACKIE VANCE

tinue to deport refugees as in
the case of Abdul Onibiyo. His
son Ade remains under threat
of deportation (see page 7).

Tory MPs have also been
promoting Turkey as ‘safe’
despite the persecution of the
Kurdish people. It was only the
massacres last year of political
prisoners in Buca and
Umraniye prisons and the mili-
tancy and organisation of the
Turkish refugee groups in Brit-
ain that has scared the Tories.

Another insidious aspect of
the Bill is forcing employers to
check for ‘illegal’ workers. Such
sanctions against employers
turn the bosses into agents of
immigration control on the
shop floor.

Immigration controls are an
extension of the ruling-class
policy of using racism to divide
and rule the working class.
Workers must have the right to
travel wherever they wish to
sell their labour or to seek ref-
uge.

Immigration laws are a class
issue. In Britain they were first
introduced in 1905 to keep out
Jewish refugees from eastern
Europe and since 1962 they
have targeted black and Asian
people.

The organised workers’
movement must not stand aside
from the campaign to smash
this Asylum and Immigration
Bill. Thousands of members of
immigrant groups in Britain,
many of whom had previously
concentrated on cultural and
social questions, are now being
forced to become involved in
political issues at the sharpest
point!

Trade unionists must fight
for repeal of all immigration
controls and work for a massive
turnout on the national demon-
stration against the Asylum
Bill in London on 24 February.

Trade union banners along-
side the banners of the refugee
groups will emphasise the
essential international nature
of workers’ struggles.

B Smash the Asylum Bill!

B No immigration controls!

B Amnesty for unregistered
migrants and refugees!

B Unity of British and
immigrant workers!

WOMEN of the Waterfront and
sacked Liverpool dockers,
accompanied by Liverpool
MPs Eddie Loyden and Bob
Parry (pictured right), took a
petition signed by over
100,000 people to 10 Downing
Street on 9 February.

This expresses disgust at the
Mersey Docks and Harbour
Company (MDHC) treatment
of the dockers, most of whom
have over 30 years’ service.
The petition also calls for the
dockers’ immediate
reinstatement.

The women’s support group
has become central to the
strike. Outraged at the
treatment of their husbands
and partners, the women have

become a decisive part of the
daily picket line.

The women have added a
‘spice of life’. They organised
Christmas parties for the
children and adults, and ‘carol
singing’ round the MDHC
dlrectors houses with Jimmy
Nail's ‘Big River’ as their
theme song.

After delivering the petition
the delegation of 18 had lunch
at TUC headquarters, and
spent the afternoon lobbying
MPs at the House of
Commons.

The dockers are fighting

" against the return of casual

labour. These women explain
that this is not just a dockers’
guestion.

Discussions between lobbies
of MPs revealed the extent of
their similar personal
experiences as nurses, home
helps, social workers, clerical
workers and their own staunch
trade unionism.

Frank Field, Birkenhead
Labour MP, got short shrift
when he told the women he
would ‘string up’ the leaders
of the strike who had ‘lost the
dockers’ their jobs by
breaking the anti-trade-union
laws!

“Yes, we know that Blair has
said he will keep the
anti-trade-union laws and has
even given that promise to the
bankers and bosses in Japan
and Singapore, said one of

the lobbyists. Another pointed
out: “That kind of thing will
lose Labour a great deal of
support. Who needs Tories,
when you've got the likes of
him and you in the Labour
Party leadership?’

Somehow a ‘Support the
Liverpool Dockers’ sticker got
onto the back of Field’s smart
suit jacket.

As he took his leave of the
women and walked jauntily
across the central lobby,
smiles could be seen all round
as many eyes caught sight of
the bright yellow circle.

Photo: Marg Nicol

B More news page 3.

Workers Press
Meeting

Saturday 10 February, 10.30am-4pm
University of Westminster, 309 Regent Street,
London (north side of Oxford Circus).

B This meeting will discuss what sort of newspaper
the working class will need in the coming struggle it
faces. We ask readers to make every effort to attend.

Crisis in the labour movement
The need for a new socialist party
CHANGE OF DATE & VENUE:

Conway Hall, Red Lion Square, London WC1
Saturday 16 March 11am-5pm

Millions of working people hape that after 17 years of Tory government mngs
can only get better. But the accelerating right-wing offensive of Blair and hig
team makes it clear that a Labour government will continue the Tory attacks.
How will the working-class respond? What preparations must we make?
Please note we have changed the original date for the conference
because of the important demonstration against the Tory Asylum Bill.

Deportation threat, p2 * Dockers, p3 x Nuremberg, p4&5 x Socialist invaders, p6 %« Nigeria and oil, p7 % Saudi Arabia, p8
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Workers Press
Lies about
jobs

NOT least of the many unsavoury aspects
of the Mohammed Al-Mas'ari scandal is
the lie being put about by Tory ministers
and MPs that the deportation order was
made to protect jobs, particularly jobs in
the North East.

Since when have Tory ministers been inter-
ested in the jobs of workers?

Kevin Flynn, co-ordinator of the Newcastle
Unemployed Workers Centre was right when he
said (the Guardian, 8 January) that it was
‘laughable for a government which had created
the highest unemployment levels ever in our
area to talk about a threat to jobs, when they
had every opportunity to prevent the destruction
of the shipbuilding and mining industries and
failed to intervene.’

In the case of the mining industry, Tory policy
was clear: the purpose of the brutal run-down
was the destruction of the National Union of
Mineworkers and its president, Arthur Scargill,
who had led the most significant strike in Britain
since the end of World War Il.

* Kk ok Kk K

CAPITALISM is a system that employs
workers on one basis: that their labour
makes a profit for the owners of capital. As
far as the employers are concerned, all
other considerations are quite secondary.

It is because the bosses are having ever-
greater difficulty in extracting such profit that
jobs are being systematically destroyed
throughout Europe by the capitalist system. The
number of unemployed in western Europe is
today conservatively estimated at around 25 mil-
lion, and rising. Even in the ‘strong man’ of
Europe, Germany, government figures admit
that the so-called ‘recovery’ is creating no extra
jobs and that unemployment, now at 4 million, is
continuing to grow.

More and more workers out of a job are per-
manently or semi-permanently unemployed,
with no hope of any work. Women and young
people are particularly badly hit by this intensify-
ing unemployment crisis.

* Kk Kk k *k

UNDER capitalism every development in
science and technology threatens ever-
greater numbers with unemployment and
destitution.

The right of everybody to a job can be
assured only when the means of production are
taken out of the hands of their capitalist owners
and placed under the control of the working
class. This is precisely the principle that Blair
and his fellow ‘one nation’ Labour leaders have
ditched in their service to big business.

No, the only reason for the intended deporta-
tion of Mas’ari is not that his activities threatened
workers’ jobs but jeaprdised the rich pickings
that will come to firms such as Vickers for the
supply of Challenger 2 battle tanks to the Saudi
regime — part of a £3 billion order that British
arms manufacturers are fighting for against
ntense international competition.

Entirely predictable is the reaction of the
Labour Party leaders, one describped by the
Guardian last week as ‘cautious’. The truth is
that they have said virtually nothing in defence
of Mas'ari.

The fact is that Blair and company undoubt-
share the position of the Tory government
the arms makers — that ‘British interests’
nterests of the City and the mer-
=ath) must take priority over the right
Joody fieeng persecution from a semi-feu-
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Letters

Euthanasia
corrections

I FEEL I must make a couple of
comments about your article on
Gill Sweeting, the Brighton coun-
cillor whose remarks about hos-

pices and euthanasia have
received a lot of media attention
(9 December).

Firstly, it is not true to say
that Gill is ‘unrepentant’. A state-
ment issued to local Labour Party
members opens with the words: ‘T
very much regret the distress
that has been caused to people
with cancer and their families by
the release of my letter on hos-
pices!

Note the operative word ‘re-
lease’, since Gill’s letter was not
intendeed to enter the public
domain; it was put there by a
combination of Tory malice (the
hospice appeal’s chairperson is
married to a Tory councillor) and
the local paper’s thirst for sensa-
tionalism.

Secondly, her comments
appear to have been interpreted
by some as advocating compul-
sory euthanasia.

And while her use of the term
‘put down’' is unfortunate to say
the least, she has made it clear in
the statement that ‘9f people
genuinely want to hang on to the
bitter end, then I believe it would
be better for advance directives
to be used for that purpose — to
say that on no account must
drugs be increased to a level
which hastens death.’

As secretary of the Labour
Party branch for which Gill is a
councillor, I have clashed with
her on innumerable occasions.

Indeed, once, when moving a
resolution at the general commit-
tee, she joked that since it had the
support of both the loony left’
(meaning me) and the ‘rabid
right’ (indicating herself) every-
one else must agree with it too!

However, I think it is impor-
tant that inaccuracies are put
right, and even Gill doesn’t
deserve to be mentioned in the
same sentence as ‘dizzy Sloane Di
Spencer’!

One other aspect of this issue
which Workers Press readers
ought to be interested in concerns
the local council Labour group’s
undue readiness to discipline
Gill.

Without waiting for reactions
from local party branches and
officials, the group called for —

and got — her resignation as
chair of the licensing committee,
basically because the Tories
demanded her head on a plate.

Her good comrades on the
group presumably thought a
macho image was more impor-
tant than solidarity — despite all
she has done for them — and she
has been with them on most
issues, notably Kinnock’s witch-
hunt.

The apparent immunity of
Labour groups from the demo-
cratic decisions of party members
is part of a process which main-
tains a powerful minority in con-
trol of what is notionally a
democratic party.

It should be challenged wher-
ever it manifests itself. And that,
of course will include parliament
when Labour has a majority.

Jim Grozier

Brighton
Important
Bosnia
experiences

I'VE just been reading a Workers
Press leaflet calling attention to
the conference on 16 March, ‘The
crisis in the Labour movement
and the need for a new socialist
party’.

It raises some valuable points,
and should help promote wider
discussion in the working-class
movement. As part of that discus-
sion, I want to criticise the sec-
tion of the statement on Bosnia.

Pointing to the Labour leader-
ship’s subservience to Tory for-
eign policy and its failure to
mobilise solidarity with the Bos-
nian people, you say:

‘It should surprise nobody that
the Labour leadership remained
totally unmoved by the fact that
in Bosnia there would be: either
the first of a series of fascist and
racist advances in Europe; or the
first advance by the interna-
tional working class in halting
the fascists.’

Then why do you appear sur-
prised by it? Labour rarely if
ever has broken from Tory for-
eign policy, and never, to my
knowledge, has it led the fight
against fascism.

Labour’s shadow foreign sec-
retary Robin Cooke did make
some remarks defending Bosnia’s
multi-cultured position, which
distinguished him from reac-
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tionaries
Owen,

As with Suez, when the
Labour leaders drew back from
endorsing Tory aggression, this
probably reflected disarray in
the ruling class as well as opposi-
tion from working-class and mid-
dle-class opinion, which we did
do something to mobilise.

The Workers Press leaflet goes
on to refer to ‘The failure of the
workers' movement to respond to
multi-ethnic Bosnia and through
that unite the workers... etc.

It rightly contrasts the way
roads and bridges can be opened
to supply the imperialist occupa-
tion forces, whereas they
remained closed when people
were starving and freezing in
Tuzla and other embattled cities.

It was Workers Aid for Bosnia
that raised the issue of opening
these roads, as best it could, yet
the leaflet doesn’t mention Work-
ers Aid till later, along with ‘the
many organisations which cam-
paign on ecological and racist
issues’.

Workers Aid, and the Bosnia
Solidarity Campaign, awakened
big support from ordinary work-
ing people, students and others,
and we should take this, rather
than ‘the failure of the workers’
movement ..., as showing the way
for anew party.

If we failed to do enough, it
was because we haven't yet
shifted those leaders in the work-
ers’ movement who opposed us;
like those union bureauerats who
dreamt up all kinds of reasons
not to read out a letter from trade
unionists in Tuzla, rather than
think of ways to help.

We shouldn't confuse them
with the working class, they're a
disgrace to it. The sooner mem-
bers see what they are really like
the sooner they’ll get the heave-
ho.

And we shouldn’t forget that
some of the biggest enemies of
solidarity with the Bosnian peo-
ple have been certain so-called
‘lefts’ and Stalinists, who purport
to offer an ‘alternative’ to the
Labour leaders, and claim to lead
the fight against fascism.

Neither the late Anti-Racist
Alliance nor the Anti-Nazi
League had a word to say about
‘ethnic cleansing’ in Bosnia.

In the name of phoney neu-
trality the Socialist Workers'
Party endorsed the Tory govern-
ment’s arms embargo. People like
Benn and Scargill more or less
supported the nationalist Serbs.

Hurd, Rifkind and

But then, in Russia we've seen old
Stalinists parade with Tsarists
and fascists.

These are important experi-
ences and should be remembered
when we're discussing what kind
of party the working class needs.

Workers Aid campaigner
London SW2
Editor’s note: The leaflet
referred to was distributed at
the Workers International/
African Liberation Support
Campaign meeting: ‘We say the
Nigerian dictatorship does not
act alone’.

As explained on the front
page the date of the meeting on
the ‘Crisis in the labour move-
ment’ has been changed because
of the crucial demonstration on
asylum.

We therefore issued a leaflet
based on the call published in
Workers Press on 7 October last
year. This could include only
some of the developments since
then.

We hope to produce a better
version in the near future, to be
printed in Workers Press, which
no doubt will take into account
some of the points made in the
letter above.

Tuzla greetings

SOME news of what's happening
here in Bosnia:

The recent Workers Aid stu-
dent convoy to Tuzla had prob-
lems with insurance in Mostar
yesterday. I hope I managed to
sort it out from here in Tuzla
without additional payment.

The Northern Route was
recently opened for two days for
journalists. [ was busy with the
convoy so I couldn't go.

The mayor of Tuzla in his new
year’s interview had said: ‘The
Americans will lift the blockade
of Tuzla’,

He presumably had in mind
the re-opening of this route from
the north that is by far the quick-
est way into Tuzla. It has been
kept firmly closed throughout
the war of aggression in Bosnia
by the Serb Chetniks, the Croat
authorities (both in Croatia and
Bosnia) and above all the UN.

But for the mayor's promise
on behalf of the Americans to
become a reality will need more
than a two-day media event.

Best regards and a happy new
year to all at Workers Press.

Faruk Ibrahimovie
Tuzla

Price £5 +
£1.50 p&p
from Ann
Elvin, PO
Box 199,
Sheffield,
S11FQ.
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Invisible
crime

THE TRUE LIFE STORY OF A
- MOTHER’S FIGHT AGAINST THE
GOVERNMENT'S COVER-UP OF
WORKPLACE MANSLAUGHTER.

AnnElvin

Critique conference 96
The crisis of capitalism and the
death of social democracy

3 February 1996, Conway Hall, Red Lion Square, London WCA.
Registration 9-9.30am. £10 waged £5 unwaged
Information/créche (before 30 January): phone Hillel Ticktin
0141-339 8855 ext. 4377

SE London
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Lecture series on
Marxist philosophy
Six: The dialectical
categories

Monday 15 January 1996,
Spm

141 Greenwich High Road
(near Greenwich Station)
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BY DOT GIBSON

TODAY Liverpool dockers hold
their eighth community march
and rally. Jack Heyman from the
International  Longshoremen’s
Association of the US is bringing
a solidarity message from US
dockers.

One of the main gains of the
Liverpool dockers' strike is that
they have opened up interna-
tional actions and exchange of
information about working con-
ditions, especially about the uni-
versal use of casual labour. This
will be a major discussion at the
International Conference of
Dockers to be held in Liverpool
from 17-22 February.

Successful picketing of US
ports by Liverpool dockers
forced Atlantic Containers (ACL)
to tell the Mersey Docks and Har-
bour Company (MDHC) to get the
port of Liverpool sorted out by 15
January or they will withdraw
their ships.

This came after major disrup-

tion at three US ports:
B Although some Baltimore
longshshoremen crossed the

picket and finally unloaded some
containers from the 36,000-tonne
Atlantic Concert they refused

ACL’s offer of four times their
normal hourly rate to unload
containers bound for Norfolk and
Newark.

B In Norfolk the longshore-
men operated a ‘go slow’ on the
vessel.

B The total workforce at
Newark respected the Liverpool
picket line and refused to work
the ship. ACL is not the only ship-
ping company exasperated by the
chaos created by the provocative
and callous action of MDHC when
they sacked 500 dockers on 28
September last year.

Ships owned by ABC, using
the port of Liverpool are boy-
cotted by Australian dockers.
Canadian dockers are also boy-
cotting vessels bound for Liver-
pool, and Dutch dockers at
Flushing (Vlissingen) have asked
for a Liverpool dockers' delega-
tion to go over to discuss their
handling of cargo to and from the
MDHC-owned Medway ports.

The strike, now in its 15th
week, is unofficial as far as the
Transport and General Workers
Union (TGWU) is concerned and
illegal according to government
anti-trade-union legislation. But,
so far the state has not moved
against the dockers, who are
organised in the most democratic,

Solidarity from
US dockers

centralised and disciplined man-
ner.

Last week Chief Inspector
McGarvie of Merseyside police
requested a meeting with the
shop stewards because of ‘major
developments in the dispute.
What this meant was not clear,
since from the outset peaceful
picket lines have been limited to
dockers and their families.

It could be that the police have
instructions to take a tougher
stance. Certainly some unwar-
ranted violence against women as
well as men by the police Opera-
tional Support Division (OSD)
over the past two weeks has
caused the shop stewards some
concern.

The dockers and their families
are not standing on picket lines to
have fights with the police. They
know that their cause is being
fought internationally. When the
0SD makes moves to ‘up the ante’
the pickets merely move away, or
have a ‘changing of the guard’ —
the pickets move to another gate
and are replaced by others.

Sometimes the pickets come
en masse and police HQ gather
together their forces, only to find
that by the time they arrive, the
picket has reduced to six. At one
point a women and children’s

only picket closed the Seaforth
Container Base gates for four
hours.

This type of action by the
dockers’ families reflects the true
feelings of workers all over

Merseyside. The strike has
become a focus.
Over 100,000 people have

signed a petition condemning the
MDHC as a bad employer, and
thousands have turned out on the
community and union marches
and rallies.

Talks between representa-
tives of MDHC and the TGWU
are in progress, but no decisions
can be taken without a vote at the
dockers’ mass meeting.

In the meantime the dockers
have started their own ‘talks’ —
two coachloads of pickets went to
Sheerness last Wednesday to
explain the common struggle of
all dockers wherever they hap-
pen to work.

The next community and
union march and rally will be on
Saturday 27 January in Liver-
pool. 3

B The Liverpool strike paper,
the Dockers Charter, is available
from the shop stewards’ commit-
tee. A new issue is in preparation.
Phone 0151-207 3388 for details.

This is the text of a fax sent to
the leaders of the South African
trade union federation COSATU
concerning the threat against
the life of a Workers Interna-
tional member in South Africa,
Bongani Mkhungo, at the 10th
anniversary celebrations on 2
December 1995 (see Workers
Press reports in December):

I AM writing to you to express
concern about the situation of
Bongani Mkhungo. Workers and
socialists in Britain have learned
with alarm of the threats made
against Bongani and the violence
performed against him.

I have met Bongani and some
of his comrades during their vis-
its to London. In the course of dis-
cussions with them I have
learned that they are serious

trade unionists and socialists who
pursue their ideas with courage
and dedication.

It is clear that at present in
South Africa their ideas are not
supported by a majority of work-
ers. However, Bongani is a work-
ers’ leader who has received
support from large numbers of
industrial workers in South Afri-
ca, and he is being victimised for
writing and saying things which
British workers think need to be
said — that the Transkei nurses
struggle should be supported, and
that the South African govern-
ment should be more resolute and
clear in taking the part of work-
ers in struggle.

I have been a member of the
UNISON trade union (and its
predecessor NALGO) for over 20

years,and I was a Labour council-
lor for 12 years in the course of
which I welcomed visitors from
the ANC to the London Borough
of Newham.

I received repeated murder
threats from fascists in this coun-
try when I withdrew my bor-
ough’s participation in the
Chelsea Flower Show in protest
against a display by the apart-
heid government of South Africa.

1 energetically supported the
campaigns to boycott South Afri-
can goods throughout the apart-
heid period. If T lived in South
Africa, I hope that I would have
the courage to have done and said
and written what Bongani has.
And T hope that it will not be nec-
essary for people like me to con-
clude that nothing has been

gained from the many years of
struggle against the apartheid
regime.

Please let me and my col-
leagues know as soon as possible
that COSATU disowns all threats
of violence against Bongani and
recognises his right to express
views that are at a particular
time in a minority but are a valid
part of the workers’ movement in
South Africa and in the world.

John Plant
London E7

M Send resoltutions and letters to
COSATU, fax: 00 27 11 339 6940.
Copies to Workers International,
0171-387 0569. Donations to South
Africa Solidarity Fund, Workers
International, PO Box 735, Lon-
don SW81YB.

A dubious ‘Prosit’ for 1996

BY BOB ARCHER

PEERING into an uncertain 1996,
political leaders in Germany had
sombre new year messages for
the electorate.

Federal President Roman Her-
zog called on Germany to aban-
don what they were accustomed
to and ‘show more willingness to
take risks’. He recommended Ger-

mans to be ‘more fearless’ because
“fear is paralysing’.

The president said Germans
were called upon to ‘face with
determination the new political,
economic, social and intellectual
challenges’ and to ‘have the cour-
age to take new roads’.

Herzog aimed his message
both at the state, the ‘social forces’
and individual citizens. He said
this was the only way Germany

Workers’ revolt in China

Four dead, Beijing authorities order investigation

THE Chinese authorities have
ordered an investigation after an
uprising of migrant workers in
the South China industrial centre
of Shenzhen early in December.

Four people were beaten to
death or shot by police weilding
automatic weapons. According to
the Hong Kong Eastern Express
about 100 workers were injured
during clashes with police and
local village watchmen.

Eye witnesses reported that
two wounded workers died
because a local hospital refused to
treat wounds unless the employ-
ers, a building firm, paid 60,000
yuan (about £4,000) up front.

About 500 workers had been
alved in violent clashes with

police and village watchmen,
Migrant workers from Hunan
province complained they were
‘treated like dirt just because we
are poor’.

Hong Kong television showed
pictures of one person with bullet
wounds who had been treated
and the body of a man who had
been beaten to death.

Shenzhen is a shop-window
for China’s economic reforms and
has experienced an enormous
boom. However, there have been
many reports of the exploitation
of workers from poor provinces.

Shenzhen’s factories also have
a record of ignoring safety regu-
lations and this leads to serious
work-related accidents.

could ‘keep up with changes on
the road to the information soci-
ety and the global economy, cre-
ate new jobs and ensure solid
security’.

He specifically warned that
‘we take too much for granted’,
and that more and more demands
were being placed on the ‘social
state’ (the German version of the
Welfare State).

Difficult decisions would have
to be made about what state serv-
ices were really necessary and
what ‘should be left to the indi-
vidual’s own responsibility’.

Rita Siissmuth, president of
the German federal parliament
and a member of the conservative
CDU, said Germany faced ‘one of
the most difficult situations of
economic and social change in the
last 100 years’.

Since this period includes the
crisis-ridden Weimar Republic
and the Nazi seizure of power,
one must assume that Sussmuth
has measured her words care-

fully.
She told the Neue
Osnabrucker Zeitung that

democracy was on trial and
would have to guarantee a non-
violent solution to the up-coming
conflicts.

The democratic system would
have to tackle vested interests
and at the same time work out

socially balanced solutions that
were viable for the future, she
added. She called for new and
unconventional thinking and an
unpredjudiced testing of propos-
als from all quarters in overcom-
ing unemployment.

This was a reference to the
proposal from the Social Demo-
cratic Party (SPD) and many
unions of an ‘Alliance for Jobs'.

A typical element in this alli-
ance was a proposal at Christmas
from Klaus Zwickel, the leader of
the engineering union (IG Met-
all), that workers should work
unpaid overtime as needed and
set this off against regular work-
ing hours.

While this sort of flexi-time
working would very much
cheapen production, there is no
clear reason why it would lead to
more jobs. And in any case, is this
sort of job worth having?

The employers have already
jumped in with counter-propos-
als that all wage increases should
be held back to pay for new jobs
for the unemployed.

British trade unionists must
be able to draw on experiences in
these areas’ which would help
warn and forearm their German
counterparts.

The year 1996 is certainly
going to be an interesting one in
Germany.

Workers Press

Getting the message across at Sheerness

Rail profiteers

&
c
Q
QA
[
[;
%)
!
41}
)
w
(
&
[}
m
[¥%]

scoop up state
sweeteners

BY GEOFF PILLING

MORE than three billion pounds
of state money will be paid by the
Tory government to big business
to build the long-delayed Lon-
don-Folkestone rail link with the
Channel tunnel.

Whoever wins the contract to
build the link will be handed
property and land worth billions
of pounds.

One property dealer said last
week: ‘This is the mother of all
sweetners.

The sweetners include not
only the present fleet of Eurostar
trains on which BR has spent
£500m of state money but such
items as Waterloo International
terminal which was financed by
£150m of taxpayers’ money.

The group that wins the con-
tract will in addition acquire
more than 120 acres of land north
of Kings Cross station, St Pancras
station and St Pancras Chambers,
the adjacent Grade I listed hotel.

But the bounty doesn’t stop
there. For the builders of the link
will also receive the 500 houses
that BR has already bought along
the proposed routes and a £1bn-
plus cash grant that the govern-
ment has promised.

Critics of the scheme say that
billions could have been saved if
BR had been given the contract
and the line built years ago.

One of the favoured groups to
be awarded this heavily-sub-
sidised contract is Eurorail. Lord
Parkinson, former transport sec-
retary under Lady Thatcher is
consultant to the group and was
until recently its chairman.

Eurorail is owned by some of
the most powerful financial and
industrial interests in Britain.

Its major shareholders include
BICC, Trafalgar House, National
Westminster as well as the
Hongkong and Shanghai Bank-
ing Corporation.

It was Parkinson who declared
as transport secretary in 1990
that: ‘It would be illegal for the
government to provide money
for the Channel tunnel rail link’

Parkinson was referring to
the clause written into the 1987
Channel Tunnel Act, which made

it illegal for the government to
subsidise the publicly-owned
British Rail, had the contract to
build the link been awarded to
BR.

The proposed 68-mile rail link
is expected to generate great
profits as the number of interna-
tional train passengers is forecast
to rise sharply.

Eurorail and the other
favoured group to win the con-
tract, London and Continental,
are desperately playing down the
sheer size of the state handouts
they are likely to recieve.

But one commercial property
adviser reported in the Observer
last weekend said:

In a decade’s time, with a bull-
ish- property market and a
vibrant international St Pancras,
the station and the land behind
Kings Cross could be worth bil-
lions. Whoever owns it would
stand to make a killing’

In addition considerable
money will come to the successful
bidders from the extra traffic
expected from Kent into London,
for the rail link will cut some 30
minutes off the typical commuter
journey.

Shadow transport spokes-
person Brian Wilson says on
behalf of the Labour leadership:

‘Not only are we horrified that
public assets are being given free
to the private sector after years
of the government saying that no
public money would be used.

‘But they are being given two
years before they have to start
construction, and seven years to
get the link open — and there is
no guarantee to that.

Fine words. But remember
that last year Labour's then
transport spokesperson Michael
Meacher was demoted when he
produced a paper — in line with
Labour Party conference deci-
sions — for the move towards an
integrated transport system.

In the face of the latest scan-
dal, where big business rips the
taxpayer off for billions of
pounds, the Labour leaders refuse
to pledge the renationalisation of
the rail system.

But such a pledge would, at a
stroke, halt the Tory government
plans dead in their tracks.
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!ed Emma’in

Whitechapel

EELZRE S a benefit in east London on
urday night to raise money to
sh anarchist Emma Goldman’s
iography, Living My Life, in
rkish. ;
The setting’s appropriate. After
wving Tsarist Russia for the United
tes, Goldman worked in the gar-
nt trade, like many immigrants to
East End, then and since. She
ke at the Jubilee Street anarchist
b in Stepney once.
‘Libertarian’ and anarcho-syndi-
list ideas had a following among
st End Jewish workers around the
rn of the century. Sweatshop condi-
ns fostered such militancy. So did
chauvinism of right-wing union
ders, Fabians, and the middle-class
e ‘Marxists’ heading the Social
mocratic Federation (SDF).
On 13 May 1910 the SDF paper Jus-
e carried a sensational allegation.
is not generally known that Emma
dman is in the pay of the police,
ugh the fact has leaked out
ntly. At one time she was
ployed by Mr. AE. Olarovsky, of
Russian Secret Police m San
ancisco, as an agent and spy.
Shop assistants’ union leader John
rner, who had anarchist sympa-
ies, protested ‘We naturally
cted some such protest, replied
tice editor Harry Quelch. ‘We
ve however nothing to retract’
elch claimed his accusations were
ade on reliable authority. But
ther than evidence, he offered gen-
ities,
“‘We do not say that there are no
men and women among anar-
ists, but we do say that every anar-
ist who has been betrayed has been
trayed by a fellow-anarchist, who
s been proved to be a police agent;
police agents have been the instiga-
s of almost every anarchist crime
d plot . .. the principles of anar-
ism lend themselves to Azeffism
=ff was Tsarist secret police chief
CP),... with few exceptions, Anar-
hists are either agents or dupes of
police.
Members of the SDF and the Inde-
Endent Labour Party backed Turn-

s protest. Justice retorted with a
tter claiming ‘the information con-
rning Emma Goldman’ came from a
atement ‘made in my hearing by
E Olarovsky himself’ Signed ‘fra-
rnally, Your Informant’, this was
rdly convincing.

Battersea SDF resolved: ‘the editor
Estice has failed to produce any

tification for the charge against

ma Goldman, and they desire that
e name of the informant be pub-
ished. or a complete withdrawal of
e statement, as the members of this
yranch desire the policy of the paper
P be the same as its name implies —

. Quelch neither withdrew nor sub-
g=ntiated his accusation. In 1919,
Elr_‘:nan was deported to Soviet Rus-
g2 Tory papers here called her a ‘Bol-
pevik’ — something she never
yecame. In 1924 ‘Red Emma’ published
I;. Disillusion in Russig, and
turned to the United States. During
Spanish Civil War she supported
anarchists, and persuaded Paul
fobeson to perform in a benefit for
b= CNT unions.
| Had anything been unearthed
yn Tsarist files to incriminate
f‘*“ Goldman as a police agent,
wiet authorities would have used it.
Lt Stalin they normally manu-
tured such ‘evidence’. The Justice
gesode anticipated Stalinist meth-
= and the ‘agent’ stories used by the
Bte Cerry Healy and his pupils.

} Saturday’s benefit, at the Dav-

ment Centre, promises Kurdish,
farish and Jewish folk groups, and

£ Nort= London Anarcho-Syndical-
i Choir (do they sing in tune

thout = conductor?). I don't suppose
benefit for

Charlie Pottins

> |

NUREMBERG: DEATH TO NAZI CRIM

TRIAL SERVED TO COVER

It is 50 years since the start of the Nuremberg War Crimes
Tribunal where the Nazi leaders were tried at the end of the
World War Il. Now, in the Hague, a War Crimes Tribunal has
been set up to investigate war crimes in Bosnia. We publish
an article by BILL HUNTER, first published when the
Nuremberg ‘Process’ had just been completed in 1946. The
article comes from the Trotskyist SOCIALIST APPEAL
Organ of the Revolutionary Communist Party (British
section of the Fourth International) (October 1946)

THE NUREMBERG TRIAL,
WHICH BEGAN ON 20 NOVEM-
BER 1945, HAS ENDED. GOER-
ING, RIBBENTROP, STREICHER
AND OTHERS — LEADERS OF
FASCIST GERMANY, SUP-
PORTED AND ENCOURAGED BY
ALLIED STATESMEN IN THEIR
DAY — HAVE BEEN SEN-
TENCED TO DEATH OR TO
LONG TERMS OF IMPRISON-
MENT.

BUT SHACHT, VON PAPEN
AND FRITSCHE HAVE BEEN
RELEASED. THEIR GUILT, LIKE
THAT OF THE BIG FINANCIERS
OF GERMANY, IS NO LESS
THAN THE GUILT OF THE
OTHER NAZI GANGSTERS.

BUT LIKE THEIR COUNTER-
PARTS IN OTHER COUNTRIES,
THE INDUSTRIALISTS AND BIG
FINANCIERS WHO PROFITED
FROM THE WAR, THEY ARE TO
ESCAPE THEIR JUST DESERTS.

{ Battle against

German workers

FASCISM systemises and accentu-
ates all the repressive brutalities
and horrors of capitalism in decay.
A harrassed and desperate ruling
class, utilising the sweepings of
human rubbish, reaches ghastly
lengths of bestiality.

That much was known by every
socialist worker, long before the
Nuremberg trial, but the catalogue
there of Nazi atrocities, of tortures,
of the systematic working to death
of slave labour, have served to
underline it.

The working class of the world,
and least of all, of Germany, have no
cause for tears over the fate of the
Nazi leaders. The statement of Gen-
eral Von Fritsch, quoted in evidence

at Nuremberg, made it clear that one
of the major Nazi aims was ‘to win
the battle against the working
class’.

The German workers experienced
to the full that aim, experienced it in
terms of tortures and executions,
police repression and concentration
camps.

They experienced it at a time
when members of the British and
American ruling class, now parad-
ing a new found love for democ-
racy and a profound disgust of the
Nazi atrocities, were to be found at
Hitler’s banquets, hailing the bul-
wark against Bolshevism.

The real purpose
of the trial

FOR over ten months the Nurem-
burg trial has run its course. It has
focused the attention of a mixed
array of international jurors, and the
gradually waning interest of the
working class.

The stated purpose of the display
of legal talent, the accumulation of
evidence, of accusation and counter-
accusation, of film, radio and press
publicity was the bringing to book of
the criminals responsible for the last
world slaughter.

However, it is clear, the real rea-
son for the trial lies, not in its
stated purpose. It is clear that the
events in the Nuremberg court-
room during the 300 days, were a
performance staged by those
equally guilty with the Nazis, but
attempting to hide their guilt by
hypocritical denunciations of their
fellow bandits.

The balance sheet of the six years
shows a tremendous expenditure.
Millions of lost and shattered lives, of
broken bodies and minds; and now
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NUREMBERG: DEATH TO NAZ

TRIAL SFRVE

amidst the devastation of economies,
rage the followers of war: pestilence
and famine.

Nuremberg was an effort, on the
part of the Allies, to convince the
world working class that once the
Nazi leaders pay their reckoning, the
account is closed. It is an attempt to
shift the blame they share com-
pletely on to the shoulders of the
Nazis.

It is this real reason for Nurem-
burg that justifies us in calling the
whole trial a farce, a hundred times
more farcical than Al Capone indict-
ing and trying Dillinger for gangs-
terism.

Hypocrisy of
Allies

DURING this ten months, while the
prosecutors of Britain, France,
America and the Soviet Union, listed
the sickening crimes of Nazism,
world events showed the hypocrisy
of the prosecuting Allies. Even while
the aggressions of the Nazis were
being recounted.

British imperialism was main-
taining a regime of terror and
oppression in Greece, suppressing
the colonial peoples struggling for
freedom, and strafing Indonesian
villages.

The British prosecutor prated
about justice. Meanwhile, Dr Kies-
selbach, according to Tribune 6

The 22 most important azi leaders at the Interntlonal Tribunal in Nuremberg

September a declared opponent of
de-Nazification — was placed by
British imperialism in charge of
the German ‘Central Office of Jus-
tice’.

While the courtroom resounded
with castigations of Nazi oppression
and racial discrimination, American
imperialist suppression was active |
in the Phllllpmes, and lynch law
was rampant in the Southern
States. |

The prosecutors denounced the ‘
occupation methods of the Nazis. Yet,
even while the French prosecutor |
mouthed phrases of indignation, the
agents of French imperialism were
torturing the natives of Indo-
China and burning their villages.

The miseries of slave labour under
the Nazis were related to the court at
the same time as 10 million Ger-
mans were uprooted and wandered
homeless as a result of the whole-
sale expulsion policy of the Soviet
bureaucracy.

In the face of world events during
the trial, who can deny that at
Nuremberg, the pot called the kettle
black, blackening itself still further
even while doing so?

Our rulers
assisted Nazis

AS THE trial dragged on, the crimes
of the Nazis since 1933 were cata-
logued by the prosecution. That the
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British, French and American ruling
class held up their hands in horror at
the war preparations of the Nazis
was a blatant hypocrisy which must

' have been evident to every politi-
cally conscious worker.

It is common knowledge in the

' labour movement — the facts have

been repeated from a thousand
platforms — that the British,
American and French rulers gave
political, financial and moral sup-
port to Hitler, regarding the Nazi
barbarians as the saviours of civili-
sation from the menace of Bolshe-

- vism.

' They  assisted Hitler to
strengthen himself by the seizure
of Austria and Czechoslovakia for
the purpose of making war on the
Soviet Union.

Goering taunted them for their
role during this period when he
declared that ‘all foreign govern-
ments had recognised the Hitler
regime and the entire diplomatic
corps came to the Nuremberg ral-
lies’.

Before the war, the chemical, plas-
tic, oil and rubber monopolists of
America aided their German coun-
terparts and divided the world up
between them. That was shown in a

' recent government anti-trust

inquiry in America.

Gunter Reiman, in his Patents
for Hitler, disclosing that Sir Henri

' Deterding of Royal Dutch Shell [oil

‘}company] was one of the earliest
financial backers of the Nazis, gives

his reasons that ‘he was interested
in discovering those forces which
would eliminate once and for all
the dangers of social or colonial
revolutions’.

This sums up the attitude of the
British ruling class. Part of the prof-
its of Royal Dutch Shell, together

- with a stream of political and finan-

cial aid, went to bolster Hitler as a

 barrier against revolution and for

war on the Soviet Union.

It was only when it became evi-
dent to the rulers-of Britain and
America that German imperialism
had decided to match its strength
against them first, that this policy
was ended. Hitler’s gravest crime in
their eyes was that he double-crossed
them.

Stalinists stand
guilty too

THE Soviet bureaucracy also stands
guilty of aiding the Nazis Stalin’s
cynical disregard for the world
working class, led him into the pact
with Hitler.

In violation of the Leninist prinei-
ple of self-determination for all
nations, and open diplomacy, he
made a secret agreement for the
division of eastern Europe.

It was revealed at the trial that,
in this pact, Hitler and Stalin
defined their spheres of influence
in Poland, Finland the Baltic coun-
tries and Bessarabia.

Stalin agreed not to permit an

active hostile position to be taken up
by Turkey, or to permit the passage
of British or French warships
through the Dardanelles.

We can comment, in passing,
that recently Soviet propaganda
against Turkey attacked her for
remaining neutral during the war
and taking up the very position
which Stalin in 1939 guaranteed
Hitler he would ensure.

During World War I, Lenin was a
consistent and bitter opponent of
secret diplomacy. When the Russian
workers and peasants made their
revolution, the Bolsheviks immedi-
ately opened the Tsarist archives
and published the secret interna-
tional agreements to the consterna-
tion of world imperialism.

That the Stalinist bureaucracy
felt the same consternation when
reminded of this pact with the
Nazis was shown in Nuremberg
when the Soviet prosecutor
objected to it being taken as evi-
dence as ‘the court was investigat-
ing the case of the major German
war criminals and not the foreign
policy of the Allies’.

The secret agreement divided out
Eastern Europe and the Soviet
bureaucracy thus covertly agreed to
the invasion of Poland by Nazi impe-
rialism.

At Nuremberg, the Nazis ironi-
cally introduced evidence to justify
this invasion by quoting the
approving telegram which Stalin
sent Ribbentrop when the pact was
signed.

‘The friendship of Germany and
the Soviet Union is based on blood
commonly shed and has all the
prospects of being enduring and
steadfast’.

Later in 1939, Molotov could talk
of the permanent friendship with
Germany and sharply attack the
British blockade for violating inter-
national law.

‘I shall shake
hands with Stalin’
— Hitler

TODAY, it is the Nazis whom the
Soviet bureaucracy accuse of violat-
ing international law. However, it
was with these same Nazis that the
counter revolutionaries of the
Kremlin negotiated their secret
agreement on 22 August 1939.

Hitler spoke to his commanders,
stating: ‘Our economic position is
such because of our restrictions that
we cannot hold out more than a few
years. Then he declared in triumph:
‘Within a few weeks I shall shake
hands with Stalin, and undertake
with him a new distribution of the
world’

Embarassing
evidence hidden

HAD all the war criminals been on
trial in Nuremberg, prosecuting and
prosecuted alike would have been in

the dock. In his concluding speech,
General Rudenko, with almost 1yri-
cal hypocrisy, declared that on the
battlefield the Allies ‘had deter-
mined the sublime and noble princi-
ple of international co-operation,
morality of mankind and the human
rules of social community’.

The mud-slinging, the recrimina-
tions at the new thieves’ kitchen of
the United Nations Organisation,
which were a continuous back-
ground to the trial, were giving the
lie to this statement even while it
was being uttered.

The tribunal at Nuremberg
steered a wary course, trying its
utmost to prevent any echo from the
squabbles at the UNO entering the
courtroom. At the same time it kepta
quick eye out for any revelations
embarassing to those in high places
in Britain, America and the Soviet
Union.

The contents of the German-So-
viet pact were refused as evidence.
At the same time a statement of
Rosenberg’s relations with the
Hearst press [empire] and his com-
munications with the ruling class
of Britain was ruled out as irrel-
evant.

Purpose of
Nuremberg: To
whitewash Allies

It is evident that, during the ten
months of Nuremberg, there was no
real attempt to sift out those guilty
of the monstrous crime against the
working class, which the past six
years of slaughter represent.

How could there be when those
responsible for the indictment were
as guilty as those indicted? The
Nuremberg trials were not meant to
create a basis for future peace, their
purpose was to whitewash the Allied
criminals.

Yet the workers can learn from
Nuremberg. From the recital of the
crimes and atrocities of fascism they

* can learn that there is no brutality or

horror to which capitalism will not
stoop in defending its decadent sys-
tem.

And let no worker believe those
burtalities could not happen here.
The thin veneer of capitalist eivilisa-
tion soon disappears in a capitalist
state rendered desperate and
endeavouring to find a way out by
crushing the working class.

We must learn also that the
genuine struggle against the war
criminals is a struggle against
imperialism the world over, and the
counter-revolutionary Soviet bur-
eaucracy.

As war criminals, responsible for
the suffering of millions of the
world’s workers, we must indict, not
only the Nazis and the ruling class of
Germany, but the landlords, finan-
ciers, monopolists and their politi-
cians, ruling the Allied capitalist
nations and with them the bureacu-
racy in control of the Soviet Union.

]
1

City Lights

What price
unification?

AS A new year opens, how goes the

German economy? This is a question,

increasingly exercising the minds of
ordinary German people as they find
the burdens of German economic
union mounting by the day.

It was in July 1990 that German
financial union was made effective
with the establishment of parity
between the eastern Mark — the
Ostmark — and the Deutschmark of
western Germany. The German
finance minister, Theo Waigel, inter-
viewed that month said, with an air
of confidence that is now largely a
thing of the past:

‘We are going to finance German
unity out of the higher economic
growth resulting from German uni-
fication’

This wasn't just Waigel's opinion.
As a recent report from the Frank-
furt’'s BHF Bank recalls of the heady
days of monetary union:

‘In those days there was confi-
dence that, with growth induced by
unification and the ending of costs
caused by division, German unity
could be financed automatically.’

Today’s figures reveal a quite dif-
ferent situation. In money terms,
between 1990 and 1994 German gross
domestic product (GDP) increased
by some DM780bn.

Over the same period around
DM600bn went in public transfers to
the five eastern Lénder (the former
German Democratic Republic). In
other words, some 80 per cent of all
newly-created wealth was trans-
ferred from west to east.

In retrospect the decision to move
to a rapid parity between the two
currencies has proved something of a
disaster. Yet if the country was to be
unified — or even if the first steps
towards unification were to be taken
— such parity was unavoidable.

The idea of the less far-sighted
bourgeois leaders was that such
monetary union would stimulate a
rapid flow of investment to the east,
where low wages would help gener-
ate big profits and this, coupled with
more efficient organisation of work,
would soon generate a second Ger-
man ‘economic miracle’ of the sort
that had supposedly taken place in
western Germany after 1945.

But in an economy that had been
almost completely shut off from
world economy for 40 years the real-
ity was somewhat different. Because
of the high conversion rate of the old
Ostmark, many products from the
east were almost unsaleable and this
situation was aggravated by the loss
of the traditional markets for east
German exports in the rest of east-
ern Europe.

Within a year of the monetary
union industrial production in east
Germany had shrunk by a third of
the 1989 level and on present trends
it will take a further 12 months for
that production to regain its 1989
level.

Today some 90 per cent of eastern
Germany's production facilities are
considered to be obsolete and it
would take an annual investment of
at least DM230bn every single year
for the next decade to reach the same
level of investment per head of the
population as in west Germany.

A recent investigation by econo-
mists at Frankfurt's BHF Bank cal-
culates that the annual volume of
public transfers from west to east is
not likely to drop below the
DM100bn level until at least the end
of the decade unless living standards
in the east are to be allowed to fall
dramatically.

The question is whether the Ger-
man economy can withstand costs on
this sort of scale. For those who
remain optimistic the latest predic-
tions from the Federal Labour Office
make disquieting reading. For the
FLO estimates that unemployment is
about to hit the 4 million mark, com-

pared with the figure of 3.6 million
as recently as November.

And this rise is occurring when
the economy is in a so-called ‘up-
swing’, with the economy expected t
grow by 2 per cent in the comin
vear. In other words the German
economy is undergoing what in th
United States is known as a ‘jobless
recovery. But even the 2 per cent
estimate for growth is considered by
many to be optimistic. The figures
for industrial production certainly
do not correspond to such an esti-
mate for they show a year-on-year
drop of 3.7 per cent to last November.

The country’s biggest companies,
such as Daimler-Benz, are continu-
ing to cut their workforces by thou-
sands while the middle-sized
companies, the so-called Mittlestand.
have still not recovered from the last
recession. Nor has it reverted to its
traditional role of absorbing the
country’s unemployed. In addtion
the decade-long expansion of the
building industry, artificially prop-
longed by the reconstruction in the
east, is running out of steam.

Pleading for more government
spending to raise the level of
employment, Hans Jacob, speaking
on behalf of Deutscher Gew-
erkschaftsbund (DGB), the German
trade union umbrella organisation,
said last week:

‘If there is no political initiative,
the labour market is bound to
remain weak and we will not have
reached the low-point for a while
yet. If you leave it to the self-healing
powers of the markets, this situation
is going to get a lot worse.

But whether the German govern-
ment can spend its way out of trou-
ble along traditional Keynesian lines
is extremely doubtful. The trade
union leaders offer wage restraint in
return for extra jobs, or at least no
further sackings. Thus last Novem-
ber Klaus Zwickel, head of the metal-
workers’ union IG Metall, suggested
his ‘contract for labour’, in which he
wanted a zero percent wage deal in
real terms in return for a contractual
commitment by the employers to
hire 330,000 workers over a three
year period.

Even this capitulation failed to
impress the employers. They now
demand an end to collective bargain-
ing over wages. Their leader, Klaus
Murman, wants collectively negoti-
ated wages scrapped and replaced
with a three-tier structure, made up
of a basic minimum wage, a volun-
tary contribution by the company.
and performance-related pay.

The German economy, the ‘strong
man of Europe’ enters 1996 in a far
from healthy state. Recently the
spotlight has been on the French
economy and whether it could meet
the terms of the Maastricht criteria
for monetary union which require
that the deficit on government
spending be reduced to 3 per cent of
GDP by 1997. Only last week Jacques
Delors expressed his disquiet about
the wisdom of continuing on such a
course.

Yet the question now is whether
even Germany can meet this target
without further cuts in government
spending and increases in taxation
which would threaten Europe with
an outright recession.

By their
friends. . .

TONY BLAIR’s New Labour is winn-
ing new friends in the City by the
day. The reason is not hard to seek
As that old reactionary Peregrine
Worsthorne noted in his column in
the Sunday Telegraph (7 January),
‘Why are bankers and businessmen
switching to Tony Blair? Not because
he is nice, but because, on balance.
new Labour today seems a more reli-
able weapon for cutting expenditurs

than do the Conservatives® Yes
indeed.

Threadneedle
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The underworld
of Mammon

SHE claims to serve God. That's
why, in a blaze of publicity not
long ago, she joined the Roman
Catholic church. But, when the
chips are down, it turns out that
she serves Mammon.

Was there ever a more nause-
ating sight than the Blessed Ann
Widdecombe justifying on televi-
sion the Tory government'’s deci-
sion to deport the Saudi dissident
Mohammed al-Mas'ari to the
Caribbean island of Dominica?

Hitherto this sanctimonious
Home Office minister has been
best known for her commitment
to the Christian religion and
Christian morality.

Last week she laid aside the
mask of Christian piety and char-
ity and admitted with icy frank-
nesss ‘We have close trade
relations with a friendly state
which has been the subject of
considerable ecriticism by Mr
Mas'ari’

The next day the Home Secre-
tary confirmed that Mag'ari was
being deported in order to pro-
tect ‘commercial links’ with
Saudi Arabia. Those links, of
course, involve the sale of arms
worth billions of pounds.

And on Sunday John Major
added his little puddle of poison.
Mas'ari was an ‘illegal immigrant’
— as many of those fleeing perse-
cution perforce are — who had
been frying to create an ‘unset-
tled relationship’ with Saudi
Arabia, relations with which
were critical to the stability of
the Gulf and British interests.

So at last we have it in blunt
terms: this government has given
in to blackmail in the most
craven and despicable fashion.

It has turned its back on the
tradition of granting asylum to
victims of political persecution;
and it has done so for fear of los-
ing lucrative business from the
sale of weapons to one of the most
repressive and corrupt regimes
in the world, a regime that is a
byword for medieval backward-
ness and cruelty.

When greed comes into con-
flict with democratic traditions,
greed wins hands down. For
greed is the highest Tory value of
all.

MOHAMMED AL-MASARI was
imprisoned and tortured in Saudi
Arabia for the crime of political
protest. One of his colleagues had
his head chopped off there last
August, after a trial in which he
had been permitted neither legal
representation nor legal advice.

Since coming to Britain in
1994, Mas'ari has done all he can
to expose a regime which has
jziled and ill-maltreated hun-
dreds of people for their political
or religious activities — a regime
under which public executions,
public flagellation of women, and
the public amputation of limhbs
are commonplace.

Last year alone, 192 prisoners
were beheaded with swords in
Saudi Arabia, including a mother
and daughter decapitated
together in the market-place of
Dammam. In the past three vears
at least 11 women have been pub-
licly beheaded. -

Both the feudal Saudi rulers
and a cohort of prominent arms
and aerospace companies, fore-
most among them British Aero-
space and Vickers (one of whose
non-executive directors is
Andrew Green, Britain’s ambas-
sador-designate to Saudi Arabia),
have been putting pressure on
Downing Street, the Home Office,
and the Foreign Office to get rid
of this ‘trouble-maker’.

Startling proof of this came
soon after the Widdecombe

tement, when the Guardian
blished a confidential memo-
ium from Sir Colin Chandler,
ef executive of Vickers and
formerly head of arms exports at
the Ministry of Defence.
ressed to David Hastie,
mt nal relations director
i rs (and another former
ry official), this
eveals that the
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But the most sinister aspect of
this astounding document is its
references to the possibility of
‘direct  Saudi  intervention’
against Masari (though such
intervention, it concedes, ‘could
be difficult’) and to a possible ‘at-
tempt to stifle him personally’ —
a very macabre phrase indeed.

The campaign against Mas'ari
in Britain is eagerly supported
by the usual gang of venal Tory
MPs, among them Archie Hamil-
ton, a former defence minister.

WHAT a disgusting underworld
is opened up to view by the
Mas'ari case and that leaked
memorandum!

It is an underworld where
human rights and freedom of
speech are bought and sold along
with death-dealing weapons;
where government ministers and
arms barons lick the backsides of
filthy-rich feudal rulers; where
the possibility of political mur-
der is calmly considered.

In this criminal underworld of
international capitalism, Chris-
tian and Muslim alike bow down
before Mammon.

Comic Telegraph

ON 19 December the Daily Tel-
egraph explained to its readers,
in an article on the Russian State
Duma elections, that the “policies
of Russian Communists differ
slightly from [those of] their
Soviet predecessors’,

And, under the heading of
‘Foreign Policy’, it offered this
thumbnail sketch of one such dif-
ference: ‘Soviet — world revolu-
tion. Russian — Rebuilding the
Soviet Union.

The Telegraph is woefully
behind the times. For it's pre-
cisely 60 years since Stalin and
his party not merely soft-
pedalled the idea of world revo-

lution but categorically
abandoned it.
This betrayal was already

indicated, though not yet fully
spelt out, at the 7th World
Congress of the Communist
International, held in Moscow in
the summer of 1935. In the follow-
ing year Stalin gave an interview
to Roy Howard of the Scripps-
Howard newspaper chain, in
which the following exchange
took place:

Howard: May there not be an
element of danger in the genuine
fear, existing in what you term
the capitalist countries, of an
intention on the part of the
Soviet Union to force its political
theories on other nations?

Stalin: There is no justifica-
tion for such fears...I fail to see
what dangers the surrounding
states can see in the ideas of the
Soviet people, if these states are
really firmly seated in their sad-
dles.

Howard: Does this statement
of yours mean that the Soviet
Union has to any degree aban-
doned its plans and intentions to
bring about a world revolution?

Stalin: We never had any such
plans or intentions.

Howard: You appreciate, no
doubt, Mr Stalin, that much of the
world has for long entertained a
different impression.

Stalin: This is the product of
misunderstanding.

Howard: A tragic misunder-
standing?

Stalin: No, comic. Or perhaps
tragi-comic.

Seven years later Stalin dis-
solved the Communist Interna-
tional which Lenin had founded.

Lenin had said at the Com-
intern's founding congress in
1919: TTThe world revolution is
beginning. . . . The victory of the
proletarian revolution on a
world scale isassured.

That the Daily Telegraph
equates Stalinism with Leninism,
counter-revolution with revolu-
tion, drags down a once serious
bourgeois newspaper to the level
of Comic Cuts.

Peter Fry®

-

A pessimist of the intellect but a stubborn, if sober, optimist of the will, the labour historian JAMES D. YOUNG considers the question:

s there an ‘Invading Socialist
Society’ in the

FROM the perspective of a criti-
cal and almost 65-year-old social-
ist internationalist living in the
small Scottish town of Falkirk,
where the industrial revolution
was cradled in the 1770s, it is hard
not to be pessimistic about the
human condition and about
socialist prospects.

As a pioneering historian of
Scottish, Irish, and other labour
movements, I know something of
the history of labour in this
interesting and history-conscious
town. But, far from socialists con-
stituting a noisy ‘invading soci-
ety’, labour is now silent and
invisible most of the time.

The Falkirk trades council,
founded in 1896, no longer exists.
Throughout Scotland, as in large
parts of western Europe and
America, huge constituencies of
organised labour have collapsed,
disappeared, or been wiped out.

With a decades-old cumulative
process of de-industrialisation,
large congregations of workers
have disappeared.

Labour and social-democratic
parties have moved to the right
to an extent unimaginable in the
1970s. In many parts of Scotland
the only members of the Labour
Party with principles of any sort
are the Catholic-hating members
of the Orange Order.

In contrast to 1988, when the
local Tories and barflies would
ask me in my local pub, ‘Whaur's
your Karl Marx noo?, they now
ignore me.

To get out of the subjective
prison of loss of confidence that
most socialists find themselves in
today, we need to persuade our
fellow human beings of the dif-
ference between Marxism as a
19th-century critique of the
existing world and ‘Marxism’ as a
20th-century ideology in the
Marxist sense of ‘necessarily false
consciousness’.

As a young socialist in Falkirk
in the 1940s I enjoyed debating
with Tories and other reac-
tionaries the relationship
between capitalist society and
‘the freedom of the individual’.

In 1996 the left has no diffi-
culty in exposing the nothingness
of the all-important individual of
bourgeois ‘wisdom’ as classless,
nationless, ageless and sexless.
This is one of the gains we should
build on.

In analysing the crisis of
world socialism in 1996, the sign-
posts offered by the Italian histo-
rian Ferruccio Gambino (‘Only
Connect’,in C.L.R. James: his Life
and Work, edited by Paul Buhle)
are helpful. ?

By focusing on the enormous
waste of socialist energy on
behalf of ‘socialism in one coun-
try, he acknowledges what is
often ignored. As he putsit:

‘That dedication burned out a
large part of a generation who
would more often identify with
foreign lands than with their
native grounds as potential cru-
cibles for deep social changes.

Incidentally, in looking at the
important national struggles in
Scotland, Ireland, and Israel-
occupied territory, it is crucial to
remember Frantz Fanon’s dis-
tinction between ‘national con-
sciousness’ and nationalism in
contemporary national and class
struggles.

I suggest that the new and
unique reasons for socialism’s
apparent irrelevance, for the
unprecedented multi-dimen-
sional crisis of socialist interna-
tionalism in the 1990s, are
basically subjective.

Hearts

Socialism no longer lives in
the hearts and minds of millions
of men and women so passion-
ately and intensely as it did in the
past. And this is a critical ques-
tion that the genuine left contin-
ues to ignore.

By rubbishing the idea of
socialism as human emancipation
from exploitation, racism, and
alienation, the ‘end of history’
propagandists have succeeded.

They have done so because
most thinkers, writers, and histo-
rians had assumed that the col-
lapse of Stalinism in Russia and
eastern Europe and the extirpa-
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tion of apartheid in South Africa
would result in socialist regimes
rather than ‘free market’ capital-
ism.

Moreover the capitalists’
international counter-revolution
and accompanying ideological
victories have occurred in a con-
text of de-industrialisation, of
the demobilisation and disband-
ment of labour organisations
almost everywhere,

For the time being capital
rules the roost in a way that not
even Jack London conceived of in
his ultra-pessimistic novel, The
Iron Heel.

After a lifetime of agitating
for socialist internationalism, it
strikes me that socialists should
ask the irreverent, relevant, and
important question: ‘Where did
Marxism itself come from?

According to Karl Kautsky,
modern socialism originated ‘out
of the heads of the bourgeois
intellectuals’, not out of the
‘primitive’ class struggles of
European workers.

Against Kautsky’s view, Anto-
nio Labriola argued that Marx-
ism came out of the workers’ class
struggles. Indeed, he described
‘the shoemaker Bauer, the tailors
Lesser and Eccarius, the mini-
ature-painter = Pfaender, the
watchmaker Moll, and others’ as
‘the first conscious initiators of
our movement’,

But, although Kautsky’s view-
point remains more popular than
Labriola’s, the Italian was a
deeper and more original thinker
whose relevance to the coming
21st century will become increas-
ingly obvious.

It seems to me that what
Labriola said is more relevant to
the role of the democratic, class-
struggle left in developing new
signposts for the future.

Even so, it needs to be
acknowledged that the most radi-
cal Marxists in this century have
usually been the most optimistic.

And sober optimism will be
needed to counter the ‘explosion’
of the world-wide, multi-dimen-
sional and continuing counter-
revolution of the ruling classes.
The collapse of the left's facile
optimism was born out of ruling-
class successes in and after 1989.

Here and there socialists are
beginning to analyse the material
and psychological reasons for the
apparent crisis of the socialist
idea, almost amounting to the
‘death agony’ of socialism.

The American socialist Peter
Wermuth, in a perceptive article,
ackowledges that ‘the 1989 East
European revolts brought down
Stalinism only to be instantly
sucked into the vortex of “free
market” capitalism and before
the downfall of apartheid in
South Africa’ and ‘a demobiliza-
tion of its mass movement’.

Since the good health of social-
ism has always depended upon an

accurate analysis of the specific
health problems facing capital-
ism, before the administration of
appropriate medicine, we need to
recognise the unprecedented
depth and scope of the multi-
dimensional crises of late-20th-
century socialism.

Before 1989 most advocates of
class-struggle socialism from
below, including Workers Press,
assumed that capitalism was suf-
fering from its imminent death
agony.

Libertarian

Most anti-Stalinist socialist
groups have assumed that liber-
tarian Marxism was born in 1917.
But to find a way out of our col-
lective prisons in 1996, socialists
— as I have already said — need
to study the origins of Marxism.

In his great book The Pil-
grim’s Progress, the 17th-century
English revolutionary thinker
John Bunyan suggested that we
possess the keys to unlock the
doors of our own prisons.

But it is not enough to say that
Marxism will do this for us here
and now. We must recognise the
possibility that we might be
imprisoned by a born-again capi-
talism for a long time to come,
and remember Trotsky’s com-
ment about developing a pro-
gramme to defend the slaves of a
new totalitarianism.

Most libertarian left-wing
papers assume that Stalinists
were a part of the left. Moreover,
in portraying the Holocaust and
‘ethnic cleansing’ in Bosnia and
Rwanda as irrefutable evidence
of ‘human evil, sections of the
American left in particular are
encouraging a doom-and-gloom
pessimism that helps to keep
socialism off the political agenda.

Repeating conventional wis-
dom about the alleged uniqueness
of ‘the Holocaust’, some American
socialists have helped to conceal
the genocide in Israel, Russia, and
elsewhere after World War II by
suggesting a time-gap in such
ruling-class behaviour between
1945 and the early 1990s.

Just as socialists need to insist
that it was counter-revolutions
that devoured the ‘children’ of
revolutions, so they need to
emphasise that ‘the Holocaust’
was only one such incident
throughout history.

Rather than let ruling classes
exploit genuine pessimism about
the world of the late 20th century,
we must recognise that some of
the fine ideas of the intellectuals
of the Second International
remain as valid now as they were
between 1889 and 1914.

For example, Labriola’s pic-
ture of most history as ‘the trag-
edy of Labour’, and as ‘an inferno’
that destroyed millions of work-
ers, could be used to inspire
countless men and women with

the libertarian socialist message:
the urgent need for a new society
to free people from exploitation,
genocide, racism, and militarism.

By turning fashionable bour-
geois pessimism into a weapon in
the struggle for socialism, we
should not forget the role of capi-
tal in creating ‘man’s inhumanity
to man’; nor should we forget that
capital creates its opposite,
labour.

To survive in the late 20th cen-
tury, labour will continue to
struggle for bread and dignity.
And within such struggles Marx-
ism must offer a vision of the pos-
sibility of a better world to come.

For, despite every real cause
for pessimism, I remain soberly
optimistic. Millions everywhere
are increasingly encountering
basic problems of survival, and
neither the people nor the prob-
lems will disappear.

Besides, employers once again
have the whip hand in a scarce
labour market, where workers
are often paid dirt-cheap wages,
and there is much more mass dis-
affection from the dominant
capitalist class than ever before.

Exploring and mapping out
the characteristics of this cul-
tural disaffection, as well as the
visible youth counter-culture,
ought to be an urgent task for all
socialists.

Perceptive

The disappearance of mass
Labour and Communist parties is
not automatically a negative
development; and Marxism as a
critique has always urged social-
ists to look for the seeds of revolt
in the lowest and most oppressed
layers of existing society. Besides,
it was the critical and perceptive
Trotsky who wrote:

‘For decades the oppositional
criticism is nothing more than a
safety valve for mass dissatisfac-
tion, a condition of the stability
of the social structure. Such in
principle, for example, was the
significance acquired [before
1917] by the social-democratic
criticism.

Once the fighting left cam
restore its shaken confidence and
vision, rebuild mass constituen-
cies of militant workers and
intellectuals, and ‘accentuate the
positive’, anything will become
possible.

In the meantime, millennial
dreams, pessimistic or optimistic,
of the advent of fascism or social
ism, should be discouraged bv all
socialists.

It is the role of socialists and
socialist newspapers t
vision of the better wo
in which an endless
replace the search for
the pleasures of
ture by rai
man Mailer put it, ‘man
to a higher level’.
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Nigerian dictatorship

does not act alone

The ‘Nigerian dictatorship does not act alone’ meeting

BY MIKE COOKE

MAKING international solidar-
ity real was the central concern
of those who attended the ‘We say
the Nigerian dictatorship does
not act alone’ meeting on Friday 5
January.

It was organised by the Afri-
can Liberation Support Cam-
paign and the Workers
International (to Rebuild the
Fourth International) after the
brutal execution of Ken Saro-
Wiwa and his eight comrades by
the Nigerian military regime.

Dot Gibson opened the meet-
ing as chair by explaining that its
purpose was to bring together
those in the fight for internation-
alism.

Workers International execu-
tive member Cliff Slaughter
asked a series of questions about
the British and Nigerian govern-
ments, the Shell oil company and
the right of asylum in Britain. He
pointed out that only one person

statement at his ‘trial’

E
iKen Saro-Wiwa’s closing

MY LORD,
We all stand before history. I
am a man of peace, of ideas.

Appalled by the denigrating
poverty of my people who live on
‘2 richly-endowed land, distressed
Sy their political marginalisation
and economic strangulation,
‘angered by the devastation of
their land, their ultimate herit-
‘age, anxious to preserve their
ight to life and to a decent living,
‘and determined to usher this
eountry as a whole a fair and just
w@emocratic system which .pro-
‘fects everyone and every ethnic
group and gives us all a valid
wlzim to human -civilisation, I
iha‘-‘e devoted my intellectual and
aterial resources, my very life,
,m cause in which I have total
Belief and from which I cannot be
L '{kmailedorintimidated
I have no doubt at all about
itb' ultimate success of my cause,
=0 matter the trials and tribula-
Sions which I and those who
E;-—xe with me may encounter
our journey. Neither impris-
emment nor death can stop our
Stimate victory.
. I repeat that we all stand
ES:E history. I and my col-
gues are not the only ones on
3zl Shell is here on trial and it is
well that it is represented by
hx;ael said to be holding a
: hing brief.
The company has, indeed,
cked this particular trial, but
fis day will surely come and the

L

well

Defend trade
freedomin N

RECERIA's military rulers:

e been in power since
eep postponiong hand-
1 elected govern-

lessons learnt here may prove
useful to it. For there is no doubt
in my mind that the ecological
war the company has waged in
the Delta will be called to ques-
tion sooner or later and the
crimes of that war be duly pun-
ished. The crime of the company’s
dirty wars against the Ogoni peo-
ple will also be punished.

On trial also is the Nigerian
nation, its present rulers and
those who assist them. Any
nation which can do to the weak
and disadvantaged what the
Nigerian nation has done to the
Ogoni, loses a claim to independ-
ence and to freedom from outside
influence.

I am not one of those who shy
away from protesting injustice
and oppression, arguing that they
are expected in a military regime.

The military do not act alone.
They are supported by a gaggle of
politicians, lawyers, judges, aca-
demics and businessmen, all of
them hiding under the claim that
they are only doing their duty,
men and women too afraid to
wash their pants of urine,

We all stand on trial, my lord,
for by our actions we have deni-
grated our country and jeop-
ardised the future of our
children.

As we subscribe to the sub-
normal and accept double stand-
ards, as we lie and cheat openly,
as we protect injustice and
oppression, we empty our class-

control so they can fight for the
interests of working people.

The oilworkers’
NUPENG general

union
secretary

Frank Kokori has been detained
since September
been

1994 and has

repi aced "\ government

rank Kokori! Reinstate
Agamene!

Wa No to
1elec sole administrators
(General A‘m l' 'sagents)!

ue of the military
L:_:J's denial of demo-

d Worgers nghnis has

rooms, denigrate our hospitals,
fill our stomachs with hunger
and elect to make ourselves the
slaves of those who ascribe to
higher standards, pursue the
truth and honour justice, freedom
and hard work.

I predict that the scene here
will be played and replayed by

generations yet unborn. Some

have already cast themselves in
the role of villains, tragic vietims,
some still have a chance to
redeem themselves. The choice is
for each individual.

I predict that the denouement
(climax, conclusion, culmination,
finale, outcome, resolution, solu-
tion, termination, upshot) of the
riddle of the Niger delta will soon
come. The agenda is being set at
this trial Whether the peaceful
ways I have favoured will prevail
depends on what the oppressor
decides, what signals it sends out
to the waiting public.

In my innocence of the false
charges T face here, in my utter
conviction, I call upon the Ogoni
people, the peoples of the Niger
delta, and the oppressed ethnic
minorities of Nigeria to stand up
NOW! and fight fearlessly and
peacefully for their rights.

History is one their side. God
is on their side. For the Holy
Quran says in Sura 42, verse 41:
‘All  those that fight when
oppressed. incur no guilt, but
Allah shall punish the oppressor.

COMETHEDAY.

union
igeria

In 1993 presidential elections
were annulled.

In 1994 workers protested
against the military dictatoship
which then retaliated with bru-

tality.
In

new :paper, magazme
DI‘EI}ILSQS and hundreds of work-
ers rendered jobless.

In Britain, supporters of CIU
arew working to build practical
support and solidarity for the
campaign in Nigeria. CIU can be
contacted c/o PO Box 256, London
S _Tel:-0181-202 6292

from Nigeria had been granted
political asylum in Britain in the
past year.

He talked about the meaning
of the so-called ‘white’ list of ‘safe’
countries to which people can be
deported without danger.

‘They are only safe in the sense
that they are safe for capital the
pursuit of profit at any expense,
Slaughter said.

He listed those who refused to
condemn Saro-Wiwa's execution,
including Tony Blair and Nelson
Mandela.

‘The only international allies
the Ogoni people have are work-
ers. All the politicians are tied to
capital and its needs. The only
way out of this is the overthrow
of capital’

‘This is not on the immediate
agenda and we need to build soli-
darity. Capital is not all powerful.
The force of the working class, if
it can be built, is much stronger
in revolutions, overturns and
emancipations.

Ronnie McDonald, leader of
the non-TUC-recognised oil-
workers’ union, the OILC, spoke

of how the fight to protect safety
on the North Sea has led to the
founding of his union.

He said that North Sea oil had
a similar composition to that
from the Niger delta. He had
come to the meeting because he
wanted to find ways of getting in
touch with oilworkers in Nigeria,
not just union bureaucrats.

McDonald also reported that
47 per cent of the gas flares of
member countries of the oil-pro-
ducers’ organisation OPEC came
from the Niger delta. This mas-
sive creation of greenhouse gases
came from a lack of infrastruc-
ture in Nigeria and lack of care
by Shell

Only now was Shell proposing
to install a £15bn gas-gathering
system. The purpose would be to
liquify and ship out gas to the
advanced capitalist countries.

Meanwhile, the World Bank
says that the electrification of
Africa is 60-70 years away! The
energy source would be gas. ‘Does
the World Bank want the mili-
tary dictatorship to carry out this
plan?, McDonald asked.

He described how the OILC
had close links with the OFS Nor-
wegian oilworkers’ union. They
had issued a joint statement on
the Nigerian oilworkers’ strike in
1994 calling democratic and
workers’ rights. They called for
the workers’ leaders to be
released from detention and rein-
stated to office.

They also demanded that ‘no
further investments should be
made in Nigeria until democracy
is established and secured’.

There hadn't been a response
from the oilworkers’ leaders —
because they were in prison. But
the Nigerian embassy in Norway
did: ‘It will please you to know
that the Nigerian government
did not arbitrarily set out to
arrest and detain trade union
leaders. Indeed, those arrested
committed criminal offences.

Later in the letter it becomes
apparent that these ‘criminal
offences’ were not taking part in
meetings with the Nigerian gov-
ernment or attending an Indus-
trial Arbitration Panel.

The oilworkers’ leader Frank
Kokori, according to them ‘went
underground to give the impres-
sion that he was arrested’!

The Nigerian embassy advised
the OFS and OILC to ‘cross-check
your facts in order to ensure you
are not supporting labour just for
labour’s sake’.

‘Supporting labour  for
labour’s sake is what I'm doing,’
declared McDonald.

Self-professed ‘outlaw’ Bob
Ritchie said that it was his privi-
lege as a Liverpool docker to have
taken part in international soli-
darity actions around the world:
Namibia, South Africa, Nica-
ragua, Chile. Ritchie described
the current situation where
sacked Liverpool dockers had
appealed for and got support
from dockers around the world.

Julie Southey of the African
Liberation Support Campaign
maintained that the one person
granted political asylum from
Nigeria last year must have been
from the political class.

The execution of Ken Saro-
Wiwa and his comrades was the
first. Now the detained trade
union leaders were under threat.

Nigeria’s military ruler Gen-
eral Abacha had waited for the
Commonwealth summit to carry
out these executions to test and
expose these leaders. It had given
him the confidence that he had
and continues to have.

Southey also pointed to the
way that Workers International
member in South Africa Bongani
Mkhungo had been physically
attacted and victimised by the
COSATU trade union federation.

But, Abacha was merely a
house servant for Downing
Street and Whitehall. ‘Why go to
the master to complain about the
servant?, she asked.

Southey said she wanted to

Support Ade

ON Thursday (11 January) there
was a judicial review at the High
Court on behalf of Ade Onibiyo
who is fighting deportation to
Nigeria.

The Onibiyo family has been
thrown into turmeil since the
deportation of Ade’s father Abdul
on 26 October 1995.

Nothing has been heard of
Abdul since he was placed in the
hands of the Nigerian military on
that date.

Ade has been detained by the
British state since August 1995.
He has been continually threat-
ened with deportation and at one

stage was taken to Gatwick air-
port ready for the Lagos flight.

Ade even had to complete his
A-levels in detention, and is cur-
rently ‘a student at the North
West college having previously
attended Lilian Baylis school.

The Onibiyo Family Anti-De-
portation Campaign has consist-
ently petitioned Home Secretary
Michael Howard to exercise his
right of discretion and allow Ade
to stay in Britain and for Abdul
to return.

The actions of the home secre-
tary have split the Onibiyo fam-
ily that has made Britain its

highlight the fact that Nigeria
wasn’t special. The same situation
was all over Africa, for example,
the Ashanti goldmines in Ghana
owned by Tiny Rowland.

It wasn't a question of exotic
ethnic groups under threat, as the
liberals would have us believe.
These types of attack on people
were typical and fundamental,
not exotic. At its core, the strug-
gle was for people to control their
own destiny.

When oil was discovered in
the 1950s, Nigeria was going
through the so-called ‘indepen-
dence’ process. The colonial gov-
ernment structures remained
intact with black faces replacing
white. The hanging of Ken Saro-
Wiwa was a continuation of what
happened under direct British
rule.

Southey criticised left groups
like the Socialist Workers' Party
and the Alliance for Workers
Liberty that said there was no
imperialism and that each coun-
try had its ‘own’ bourgeoisie that
workers had to fight against.
Imperialism needed military
regimes like in Nigeria to impose

the IMF/World Bank Structural
Adjustment Policies (SAPs) on
African people ‘to hold us down’.
‘There were even petrol
shortages in Nigeria as a result!

The SAPs were support by the
‘opposition’ politicians. They
were not in opposition, they were
in disagreement. They put them-
selves forward to imperialism as
better able to carry out the SAPs.

In the 1994 oil strike there was
no question of welfare or strike
pay. Strikers lasted for eight
weeks with no money coming in.
The army brought in hardware
and most probably military ‘con-
sultants’ from Britain.

The strike couldn’t be main-
tained. The situation today would
have been very different if it
could. The Campaign for Inde-
pendent Unions in Nigeria was
working towards being able to do
thisin future.

The oil strike leaders were put
in jail and replaced by govern-
ment administrators. It was like
TUC leader John Monks being
replaced by Michael Portillo!

In the discussion, a member of
Ken Saro-Wiwa'’s defence team
spoke. He said that Ken was
killed because he was the first to
mobilise the grass-roots against a
multinational. He criticised the
gas ligification  programme
designed to profit the oil compa-
nies and the West and not the
people of Nigeria.
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home for more than 20 years. The
British government is guilty of
an extraordinary injustice.

Public support for the Onibiyo
family has come in from across
the country.

There is solid and widespread
opposition to the brutality of
detaining entirely innocent peo-

ple and deporting them despite
genuine concerns for their safety.
Ade Onibiyo must stay!
Onibiyo Family Anti-Depor-
tation Campaign, 6a Acre Lane,
London SW2. Tel: 0171-737 2134.
Fax: 0171-501 9670.

Black Quest for Justice Campaign (BQJC)
invites ALL to the 1st Black Unity Convention in Quest of Justice
‘Building a principled unity of action in
carrying out a Black agenda for justice’

Saturday-Sunday 20-21 January 1096 1-6pm.

ABENG Community Youth Centre, 7 Gresham Bo=
More info: 0171-924 9033 or 0171733 :9:-7
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Nice friends they

WHEN Shadia el-Deen heard that her 10 year-old son
Alaa had suffered a brain haemmorrhage, she natu-
rally wanted to get home to care for him.

The rich family she worked for said she couldn'’t go.

‘They said that even if they cut me into pieces, no one would know
about it for years. I told them I did not want to work for them any-

more. So he got a stick and they
started hitting and beating me.

‘Blood was running down my
nose. They tried to stop me
screaming but the neighbours
came to the door. Then they left
me alone’ The next day Shadia
ran away.

This wasn't far away and long
ago. It happened a few weeks ago
in London. Mrs Eldeen, 38, turned
up at Paddington Green police
station on 30 December.

The Egyptian mother of two
had come to work abroad to try
and raise money for medical
treatment for Alaa, her eldest son.

‘Until then I had only worked
in the fields. I found the job
through an agency in Cairo. The
neighbours look after the chil-
dren’ (Guardian, 9 January).

The job involved cleaning,
cooking and washing for a Saudi
diplomat and his family in Lon-
don.

Since coming to this country
in September, she says, she only
recieved her monthly wage of £90
twice. T slept on the lounge floor.
The heating was off. Once I had to
cook for a dinner party of 36 peo-
ple’

In December, while in Jordan
with the family, Shadia heard
from her brother that Alaa had
had a haemorrhage. She asked if
she could fly to Cairo, but was
told she must carry on working.

Beating

When they returned to Lon-
don, Shadia came back with them,
believing she would be given her
passport back and allowed to go
home. The employers gave her a
beating instead.

Il-treatment of domestic
servants is a recurrent scandal in
London. Diplomats, oil princes
and other rich parasites exploit
poor people who don’t know their
rights, and may fear going to the
authorities, in a  strange,
unfriendly country, unwelcom-
ing unless you've got loads of
money.

BY CHARLIE POTTINS

Brutality towards the serv-
ants is what you expect from
representatives of a bastion of
the ‘free world’ like Saudi Arabia,
a barbaric kingdom with an all-
powerful monarchy and laws out
of the Middle Ages.

Foreign workers there have
been punished for holding reli-
gious services, and police raided
their children’s Christmas par-
ties.

Nearly 200 people were pub-
lically executed last year, and
others given public floggings.

Sarah Balabagan, a 16-year old
Filipina housemaid, was sen-
tenced to death for killing her
employer in self-defence when
she was 14, as he tried to rape her.
Following an appeal, the family
agreed to accept blood-money,
and she was flogged instead.

Any form of political or reli-
gious dissent is outlawed. One
woman was tortured to death last
year because police found a pic-
ture of Ayatollah Khomeini
among her belongings.

The Tory government has
decided to deport a Saudi dissi-
dent, Mohammed al-Masari, at
the behest of the Saudi rulers and
their British business friends. Al-
Masari, who was tortured in
Saudi Arabia, upset the regime
by exposing its corruption and
calling for basic freedoms like the
right to assembly.

The Saudis have bought much
of the Arab media in London and
elsewhere.

It was revealed last week that
Orbit Communications, owned by
a cousin of King Fahd, used its
satellite relay station in Rome to
black out BBC Arabic news
broadcasts on the al-Masari
deportation.

Saudi Arabia is a source of
huge wealth, from oil and big
arms contracts, for a few influen-
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tial people. Companies like Viek-
ers, GKN, GEC, Rolls Royce and
British Aerospace are supplying
the Saudis with Tornado fighters,
tanks and helicopters under the
£20 billion al-Yamanah deal
signed by Margaret Thatcher and
King Fahd in the 1980s.

Deputy prime minister
Michael Heseltine was at the cen-
tre of this deal, and one of Mal-
colm Rifkind’s chief jobs both as
Defence Minister and Foreign
Secretary has been to keep the
Saudi regime happy.

The Saudis were allowed to
pay in oil — 600,000 barrels a day
— but this may conceal more
curious aspects of the deal.

According to a classified docu-
ment sent to Labour MP Jeff
Rooker in 1989, the Saudis agreed
to pay 120 per cent over RAF
prices for aireraft, so the British
government and British Aero-
space could pay 45 per cent com-
missions to certain Saudi royals
and middlemen.

Cementation, a company with
which Baroness Thatcher’s son
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Mark was linked, received air-
port contracts. (It also benefitted
by the Pergau aid deal in
Malaysia.)

Mark Thatcher, who recently
acquired a luxury home in South
Africa, was allegedly responsible
for a Tory party ‘fund’ along with
Saudi businessman Wafic Said, a
business partner of Tory MP
Jonathan Aitken.

Rooker passed the document
on to the Commons public
accounts committee and sent a
copy on to (‘Mumsy’) Thatcher,
who said she would pass it to the
‘appropriate authorities"

In 1991 the National Audit
Office produced a critical report
on the al-Yamanah deal, which
was suppressed before the gen-
eral election.

The ‘classified’ 1989 document
referred to ‘constant phone calls
between Mrs T and King Fahd
and Sir Peter Levene and Prince
Sultan’.

Vickers chief executive Sir
Colin Chandler was head of
export services for the Ministry

of Defence when the al-Yamamah
deal was signed.

A memorandum from him,
dated 6 September 1995, and
obtained by the Guardian, says:

‘Bearing in mind the impor-
tance of Saudi Arabia to British
Aerospace I had a word with Dick
Evans [BAe chief executive — CP]
on the telephone about this dissi-
dent....

‘What Dick told me was rather
interesting . It appears that
King Fahd had for a time not
been altogether unhappy about
the activities of al-Misari.

‘Most of the dissidents’ attacks
have been directed at Prince Sul-
tan and, as you know the rela-
tionship between the two
brothers is not always a happy
one. ... But even the King recog-
nises that this cannot go on much
longer’ (Guardian, 6 January).

Chandler’s memorandum
went on to refer to the possibility
of ‘direct Saudi intervention’
aimed at ‘stifling” al-Masari. Vick-
ers have refused to comment on
what this might mean.

have, these Tories

SAUDI BRUTALITY
BRITISH BUSINESS

The memorandum Wz
addressed to David Hastie, Vick
ers director of internation:
affairs, who also spent time at th
MoD. The Scott inquiry into arm
for Iraq heard that the ministr
seconded him to British Aerc
space in 1989 so he could atten
the Baghdad air show.

While 50,000 British troop
were defending Saudi Arabi
against Saddam Hussein in th
Gulf War, the men in Whiteha
and the boardrooms who ha
supplied both sides knew tha
whoever lost, it wouldn't be then

If Labour wasn't intent o
joining them it would denounc
the Tories’ hypocrisy about ‘pre
tecting jobs', and expose the me:
chants of death conspirin
behind the rotten facade of West
minster ‘democracy’.

It's time for working people
Britain and the Middle East ¢
apply something like the trad:
tional Saudi way with thieves t
those with their hands in ou
pocket. Time we servants took
stick to our masters!

Bangladesh 500 women sacked 5 raped 3 kllled
‘No more labour slavery e

total leave on Friday a must’

FIVE hundred garment workers
in Bangladesh have been sacked,
five women raped and three
women killed because of their
campaign for the right to one
day’s holiday (Friday) each week.

Since 25 July 1995 the
National Garment Workers' Fed-
eration of Bangladesh has
mobilised a courageous campaign
under the heading:

‘No more labour slavery —
total leave on Friday is a must.’

They have won widespread
support in the teeth of vicious
anti-trade unionism by the bosses
and the government.

There are over one million
workers, mainly women and chil-
dren, in the garment industry.
They work long hours in small
factories in very bad and often
dangerous conditions, with low
pay, no holidays and no day off.

Although there is the legal
right to Friday as a holiday, this
is not observed and workers are
sacked for demanding it.

Addressing a rally in Dhaka,
observing World Human Rights
Day on 10 December 1995, Amiral
Haque Amin, general secretary of
the National Garment Workers’
Federation said:

‘More than 100 workers were
sacked from garment factories in
November for their involvement
in the trade union activities, and
more than 400 were given no rea-
son for their dismissal.

‘At the same time five women
workers were raped and three
were killed.

‘Ten factories were closed
without giving the workers due
wages and overtime payments.
More than 100 factories had not
paid the workers their due wages
and overtime payments for the
last three to four months’

Amin claimed that garment
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workers have to work 14-16 hour:
a day without a weekly holiday.

‘Sometimes workers have i
tolerate physical torture anc
women workers are frequentls
harrassed.

‘They do not have housing
medical or transport facilities’

Please send solidarity mes
sages and donations to:

Amirul Hague Amin, Genera
Secretary, National Garment:
Workers Federation, GPO Box
864, Dhaka, Bangladesh. Fax
Attn. Amin 880-2-867485



