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No challenge from Labour leaders

THE GREAT TORY
RAIL RIP-OFF

South
African

comrade
attacked

COMRADE NM, a
member of the Workers
International in Durban,
South Africa, was
seriously ill in hospital
as we went to press.

He was shot on Friday
2 August at about 9pm.
He was hit by bullets in
the stomach and in
both hands.

NM, in his mid-30s, is
married with five
children. His wife and
children are shocked
and very frightened.

NM did not recognise
his attackers since they
were wearing balaclava
helmets.

Our comrade was a
victimised trade
unionist and his family
are currently in great
financial need. They
also need our moral
support. Please send
money made payable
to ‘Workers
International’, PO Box
735, London SW8.

from rail privatisation.

include:

over £368,000 to Tory cotfers;

B Hanson Trust, which
gave £100,000 over the same
period;

B The Royal Bank of
Scotland, who happen to be
the Tories’ bankers.

Hambros has got more
than its money back. It was
adviser of the sell-off of Bri-
tish Rail rolling-stock and
was also responsible for cal-
culating the rent for those
who won the leases. The
Department of Transport
has refused to discuss the
sums involved because of
‘commercial confidentiality’.

In addition, Hambros is a
member of the consortium
that acquired Eversholt
Leasing Company, the most

BIG DONORS to the Tory
party will make millions

Tory benefactors who have made
a killing from the sell-off of BR

B Merchant banker Hambros,
who between 1979 and 1980 handed

BY THE EDITOR

profitable of the former BR
companies. Eversholt
reported pre-tax profits of
£110 million in the period
1994-95.

The Royal Bank of Scot-
land was part of the group
that bought Eversholt. The
RBS provided the Tory
party with a £19 million
overdraft after the last elec-
tions.

The sale of one former BR
company, Porterbrook Leas-
ing, to the bus company
Stagecoach will bring its

Demonstration in support of Turkish prisoers on hu

gr strikre, report centre pages
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owners an £80 million profit
only seven months after it
was bought from the nation-
alised industry. Several
Porterbrook managers have
become millionaires
overnight.

B Obscenely high profits
are again being made on the
gross undervaluation of
public assets.

WA good slice of these
profits are going into the
pockets of companies bank-
rolling the Tories.

While this happens, this
same Tory party hounds the
unemployed by asking all
‘good citizens' to

report

'Liverpool dockers

Monday 12 August: Mass picket, Seaforth
gate, 6am. March and rally, 11.30am
Quadrant Park, Derby Road, opposite EIm
House pub, near Strand, Bootle, Liverpool.

Monday 19 August: Community march,
Quadrant Park to Seaforth dock, 12noon.

Saturday 28 September: First year
anniversary march and rally, Myrtle Parade to

Pier Head, 1pm.

DOCKERS

LATEST ISSUE

Available from the Liverpool Docks Shop
Stewards’ Committee, c/o 19 Scorton Street,
Liverpool L6 4AS. Money to ‘Merseyside
Dockers Shop Stewards’ Appeal’. Price 50p
(20p unwaged). Add postage. Also send
donations. Bulk orders tel: 0151-207 3388.

CHARTER

OoUT NOW!

NO.511

those who they suspect are
doing jobs to eke out their
miserly unemployment ben-
efit!

But in the face of this
scandal the Labour leaders
do nothing — apart from
issuing their usual bleats.

M Labour
refuses to

adamantly
pledge to

LIVERPOOL dockers and
the Mersey Docks and Har-
bour Company (MDHC)
remain locked in battle after
ten months.

B The dockers demand
reinstatement of all sacked
men with their union organ-
isation and the removal of
scabs from the port.

B MDHC refuse reinstate-
ment. They want cheap
casual labour with no trade
union rights.

The government-backed
MDHC were convinced that
these dockers would accept
£25,000 to sell their jobs: £8
million was a small price to
pay to rid the port of trade
unionism.

WHAT is the current situa-
tion?

B MDHC is trying to keep
the giant North American
shipping companies ACL
and Cast using their scab
port.

B ACL removed their ves-

" sels for a month because
. dockers’
_ around the world were cost-
_ing millions,
. returned to Liverpool when
. Cast started taking their
¢ trade.

. M Dockers’ delegations are
_in FEuropean and North

boycott actions

but they

American ports discussing
with dockers there the boy-
cott of ACL and Cast vessels
to ensure the complete
blockade of the port of Liv-
erpool.

B Without any consultation

PRICE 30p

renationalise the railway
transport service. But in the
light of these latest facts
what better case could there
be for this measure?

Even the tame Clare Short
was sacked as opposition
transport spokesperson
when she simply called for
tighter regulations over the
privatised rail system.

with the Liverpool dockers,
the Transport and General
Workers’ Union general sec-
retary Bill Morris wrote to
MDHC asking for negotia-
tions to be reopened with no
pre-conditions and then he
went on holiday for three
weeks.

This is causing great unease
among the sacked dockers.
Every decision in their
struggle is taken at their
own mass meetings, and now
the union goes behind their
backs to the directors who
sacked them. What does
Morris have in mind?

There can be no limits to
our support for the dockers
who are placing such confi-
dence in international soli-
darity.

Everything must be
done to give them the time
and the resources to carry
out their fight for reins-
tatement.

WORKERS PRESS is sad to
have to report the sudden
death of Michael (‘Mickie’)
Fenn, dockers’ leader and
fighter for socialism. We
send our condolences to his
wife Denise, his five children
and to his many friends and
comrades in the movement
An appreciation of Mickie's
life appears on page 7.
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Capitalism at
the millennium

FEWER than 400 people on this planet are
own more than almost half the world earns.

This is one of the findings of a recent investi-
gation by the United Nations, hardly one of the
staunchest opponents of the capitalist system.

The computer tycoon Bill Gates, founder of
US software company Microsoft, King Fahd of
Saudi Arabia and 383 other members of the
super-rich have more assets than the entire
GDP of countries containing 45 per cent of the
world’s population.

And while the rich get richer the poor get
poorer.

One of the report’s authors, James Speth,
says: ;

‘If present trends continue economic dispari-
ties between the industrial and developing
nations will move from the inequitable to the
inhuman.’

* % % %k *

OF COURSE the very thing about the so-
called ‘developing countries’ is that far from
developing they are being driven by imperi-
alism deeper and deeper into the mire of
poverty, disease and starvation.

B Almost 90 countries have a lower level of
income per head than ten years ago and in 19
countries, including Liberia, Rwanda, Sudan,
Venezuela and Haiti, the incomes per head are
lower then they were in 1960.

B Between 1990 and 1993 the income per
head in eastern Europe and the countries of the
former Soviet Union plunged by an eighth.

The same trends at work within world capital-
ism are now bringing an ever-greater polarisa-
tion in the big capitalist countries between a
small number of rich people at the top of the pile
and a growing number of poor at the bottom.

The same UN report finds that the richest 20
per cent of the population in Britain earns ten
times more than the poorest 20 per cent. The
same ratio applies in Australia and the growing
gap between rich and poor is only slightly less
pronounced in the United States.

In that country the disparity between rich and
poor is certain to widen dramatically as a result
of the the latest assault on welfare benefits (see

page 8).

THIS is the capitalist system that the
reformist leaders of the working class accept
hook, line and sinker. As the UN report con-
firms, it is a system that has already created
barbaric conditions for millions throughout
the world and one that is now reducing
countless others, even in the richest coun-
tries of the world, to desperate penury.

So deep is this worldwide crisis that the
Labour leaders cannot even promise to make
minor adjustments to the system in favour of the
working class.

For Blair, all talk of ‘income redistribution’, or
a taxation policy to even modify slightly the dis-
tribution of income, is thrown out of the window.
Any Labour representative, even the most timid
Clare Short, who makes even the meekest
noises in this direction, is sacked or demoted.

This is not a reflection of Blair’'s personal qual-
ities but an expression of the depth and scope
of capital’s intensifying crisis. It is a crisis that
has brought the working class, in Britain and
internationally, to the crossroads.

This is the basis for the need for a new party,
an international and an internationalist party, to
represent the real interests of the working class.

We urge all our readers and supporters to
make full use of our pages to discuss these vital
matters.

Letters

Keeping
contact

ON 28 JULY nine members of
Brighton Workers Aid for Bosnia
and two comrades from east Lon-
don left Dover for Tuzla with aid
requested by the trade union
movement.

When in Bosnia it is hoped the
comrades will have talks with the

WE WELCOME LETTERS

bus workers and the miners, to be

arranged by Fikret Suljic, presi-

dent of the autonomous trade

union of mine workers of Bosnia-

Herzegovina, who spoke at a

meeting of 15 trade unionists

from eight trade union branches

in Brighton, just before the con-
voy left for Tuzla.

B.R. Avey, P. Jeeferys

TGWU, Brighton

J. O’Sullivan

AEEU, Brighton

SEND THEM TO: WORKERS PRESS,
PO BOX 735, LONDON SW8 1YB
— OR FAX 0171-387 0569

An apology

I AM grateful to Brian Pearce
(Letters, 20 July) for his ‘clarifica-
tion' of an ill-written passage in a
rather breathless footnote to my
piece 1956: Tom Kemp and others’
in History, Economic History
and the Future of Marxism
(Porcupine, 1996).

It was not my intention to sug-
gest that he took sides in the dis-
pute in the Times Literary

Letters
longer than
500 words
WILL be cut

Supplement in 1991, over the sug
gestion that Engels had adve
cated genocide. But what °
actually wrote suggested that he
did. As Pearce indicated in you
columns, his concern was simpls
to quote what Engels wrote.

I apologise for this mistake
and will not repeat it in angy
future version of the article ir
question.

Terry Brotherstone
Aberdeer

===

50th Edinburgh
international
Festival

The 50 annual Edinburgh International Festival (EIF)
begins this weekend and Workers Press will as usual be

covering this event.

Qur interest began in 1987, when the EIF director, Frank
Dunlop, made the 70th anniversary of the Russian
Revolution a central theme. But we have kept reporting
on many events and shows with no explicit political
connections because we believe that artistic and cultural
issues are of great concern for the workers’ movement.

Current EIF director, Brian McMaster, for some reason
now excludes the fine arts from the official Festival

programme. Nonetheless a main attraction in Edinburgh
this year will be the first major exhibition in Britain for
thirty years of the work of Alberto Giacometti (1901-68). It
is at the Scottish National Gallery of Modern Art until 22
September.

The Italian-Swiss sculptor and painter produced some of
the most characteristic images in 20th-century European
art — his huge, elongated figures of the late 1940s and
1950s often being taken as emblematic of a world which
had experienced Dachau and Auschwitz, Hiroshima and
Nagasaki.

Yet Giacometti, who had worked with artists influenced by

the Stalinist: movement in the 1930s, by then denied
political inspiration. We shall examine this enigma in a

future issue of Workers Press.

Right: ‘'L’Homme au Doigt (‘Pointing Man') by Alberto

Giacometti

International Trade
Unionist Bulletin

Only 50p from ITUSC, PO Box 18,
Epsom KT18 7YB. Tel: 01372 817 778.

Bosnia Solidarity Campaign
Who are we?

Statement of aims. Only 50p from Bosnia Solidarity
Campaign, 26 Framlingham Close, London E5 9PR.
Tel: 0181-806 0249. (Add 26p postage.)

Cable Street commemoration
Demonstration, Sunday 6 October

Called by Cable Street '96 Commemoration Committee, Cable
Street Group and Tower Hamlets Trade Union Council

ON 4 OCTOBER 1936, Oswald
Mosley attempted to lead his fas-
cist Blackshirts through the
heart of the East End’s Jewish
community in Cable Street.

Tens of thousands of local
workers and their families —
including Jewish workers and
large numbers of Irish workers
— tore up paving stones, erected
barricades, attacked busloads of
fascists and did battle with the
police to prevent their passage.
They succeeded.

This year will be the 60th
anniversary of that event and
will coincide with an anti-racist
festival that will be part of the
commemoration.

But fascism still rears its ugly
head internationally. In France,

Germany, Austria and Italy, rac-
ists and fascists have used elec-
tions to propagate their
anti-union, anti-worker, racist
programme.

Ethnic partition, concentra-
tion camps, genocide and rape
have been inflicted on the people
of Bosnia, creating barbarism in
former Yugoslavia.

In east London itself, the fas-
cist British National Party con-
tinues to stand in elections on a
racist platform seeking to divide
one section of workers from
another.

So the Cable Street anniver-
sary is not just commemoration
of the past. It is a celebration of
workers' unity in common strug-
gle, here and now.

Assemble 10am for rally at Altab Ali Park, near Gardiner’s Corner,

March 11am to St George's Town Hall, Cable Street. Speakers and
festival, 12 noon. Bring your banners! Bring your friends!

B Tower Hamlets Trade Union Council: 0181-555 7045.

An Cumann Cabhrach

Irish Republican Prisoners Welfare Group
(Breataine), PO Box 4739, Birmingham, B11 1IG.

IRISH POLITICAL PRISONERS IN BRITAIN

Please send birthday cards to all POWs. Cards are welcome at

any time.

Name Prison = Number Birthday
Martina Anderson ~ Maghaberry D25134 16 April
Eddie Butler Full Sutton 338637 17 April
Derek Doherty Full Sutton EN3887 31 December
Hugh Doherty Durham 338636 7 December
Vincent Donnelly Whitemoor 274064 25 September
Harry Duggan Whitemoor 338638 31 October
Pat Hayes Whitemoor EN1978 27 February
Thomas Jack Maghaberry EN3177 10 September
Paul Kavanagh Maghaberry 131888 12 August
Denis Kinsella Whitemoor EN1944 12 April

Pat McGlynn Full Sutton EN1946 25 March
Sean McNulty Whitemoor ~ CL3440 13 October
Liam McCotter Belmarsh LBB3693 2 January
Gerard McDonnell Maghaberry B75882 19 December
Joe McKenny Frankland L46486 7 February
Patrick McLaughlin  Maghaberry LB83694 2 May
Patrick Magee Maghaberry B75881 29 May

Paul (Dingus) Magee Belmarsh BT3783 30 January
Nicholas Mullen Whitemoor MRO639 2 February
Michael O'Brien Full Sutton BT3782 11 June

Joe O’Connell Full Sutton 338635 15 May

Ella O'Dwyer Maghaberry  D25135 3 March
Liam O'Dwyer Belmarsh MT2485 14 December
Thomas Quigley Maghaberry B69204 23 July

Liam Quinn Full Sutton 49930 6 February
Peter Sherry Belmarsh B75880 30 June

Jan Taylor Whitemoor EN1977 18 January
Vincent Wood Full Sutton EN1049 7 August
Framed prisoner:

Danny McNamee Belmarsh L481616

Prison addresses:

HMP Frankland, Finchdale Avenue, Brasside, Durham DH1 5YD.
HMP Full Sutton, York YD4 1PS.

HMP Whitemoor, Longhill Road, March, Cambridge PE15 OPR.
HMP Belmarsh, Western Way, Thamesmead, London SE28 DEB,
HMP Durham, Old Elvet, Durham DH1 3HU.

HMP Maghaberry, Old Road, Upper Ballinderry, Lisburn BT28
2PT, Ireland. (All Maghaberry prisoners are on temporary transfer)

Workers Press also calls for the release of
supporters of the Irish Republican
Socialist Party in addition to the Sinn Fein
supporters listed above.
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IMF demands plunge
Jordan into crisis

BY ROSS COOPER

JORDAN faces serious publie
unrest because its government
has decided to remove food subsi-
dies, at the behest of the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund (IMF).

Trouble in the strategic Arab
kingdom could upset imperialist
aims for neighbouring Iraq and
Palestine.

The government wants to
reduce its $211 million budget

deficit by stopping the bread sub-
sidy, which has been costing more
since world wheat prices soared,
from $175 to $280 per tonne, since
1995. That could raise the price of
bread in Jordan from 85 fils (12
cents) to 250 fils a kilo.

About 30,000 people signed a
petition last month against a
bread price increase. On 21 July
demonstrators broke through a
police cordon guarding the par-
liament in Amman.

Mindful that fuel-price riots

brought down his predecessor
Zaid Rifai in 1989, Prime Minister
Abd-al Karim Kabariti spoke to
some of the demonstrators.

But the opposition Jordanian
People’s Democratic Party and
the Islamic Action Front say
many of their members were
arrested after the demonstration.

More serious trouble seems
inevitable if the government goes
ahead with its plans, and the poor
have to pay. After bread, it would
be rice, sugar and powdered milk

prices that rise. Carved out by
British imperialism after World
War I, the Hashemite kingdom
gained the Palestinian West
Bank, and masses of Palestinian
refugees, when the Zionist State
of Israel was set up in 1948.

Palestinians boosted commer-
cial and political development,
and notwithstanding King Hus-
sein’'s ‘Black September’ 1970
onslaught, became a significant
part of Jordanian society.

US and British economic and

Arafat

PALESTINIANS in the West
Bank town of Nablus, long a cen-
tre of national pride and struggle,
are blaming ‘President’ Yasser
Arafat for the horrific death of
one of the town’s best sons, at the
hands of Palestinian security
police.

Mahmoud Jumayal, 26, spent
eight years in Israeli prisons. An
activist in the Fatah Hawks,
respected by the poor and feared

blamed for murder

by drug pushers, pimps and col-
laborators, he was arrested by
Arafat’s security forces on 5
December last year, and held
without charges.

On 27 July, Jumayal was
brought to Jneid prison for ‘in-
terrogation’. The following night
he was admitted to hospital with
extensive burns, a fractured
skull, and bleeding in the brain.

Human-rights workers who

went to the hospital with a doctor
and a local Palestinian colonel
were barred from entering by
guards. But it was evident that
the young militant had been tor-
tured to death.

“This is Abu Amar’s democra-
cy, said former Nablus mayor
Bassam al-Shaka bitterly, calling
Arafat by his old nom-de-guerre.
Arafat said the young man’s
death was a ‘mistake’, and was

being investigated. The security
officers were arrested ‘What
kind of mistake was it? They
burned him all over his body,
said Mahmoud's brother, Amir,

The family spurned an offer
from the Palestinian authority of
a military escort and flag-draped
coffin. In place of the Palestinian
flag over Nablus last week, only a
black flag flew in mourning over
the family’s house.

Iran, Iraq and Turkey carry out an almost continuous war
against the Kurds, crossing borders at will. Here Turkish
artillery is aimed at Kurdish PKK fighters in 1995

IRANIAN forces were finally
forced to withdraw from Iraqi
Kurdistan, on 30 July, after
strong resistance by Kurdish
forces and pressure from interna-
tional humanitarian organisa-
tions was brought to bear.

The invasion began oy Friday
26 July when Iranian armed
forces consisting of serveral
thousand men and 200 military
vehicles, including tanks
equipped with artillery and
Katyusha rocket launchers,
crossed the border.

Two days later, on 28 July at
about 630am local time, the
invading forces began to bom-
bard Kurdistan Democratic
Party of Iran bases in the region.
At 10am a ground assault was
launched. Heavy fighting ensued
between KDPI fighters and the
invasion force in the outskirts of
Koy-Sinjak (Iragi-Kurdistan).

As a result of the attack, 350
homes in the camp of the Kurdish
refugees from Iran were
destroyed and 1,500 inhabitants
were forced to evacuate the area.

Azadi hospital, created by
French medical organisations to
cater for the refugees’ needs, was
hit by shells and was also
destroyed.

Shells

Fortunately there were no
casualties since the sick had been
removed before the shells started
falling.

Many Kurdish, Iranian and
Iraqgi refugee groups protested
against this action by demon-
strating outside the Iranian
embassy in London. They were
joined by International Trade
Union Solidarity Campaign
members and their banner.

Many interested in new party but
fail to be convinced by SLP

SOME 250 people attended a
Socialist Labour Party meeting
in south-east London — but only
six of them were convinced by
the arguments to join. Among the
speakers was Arthur Scargill.
The purpose of the meeting —
held in the Rivoli Ballroom in the
Brockley district — had been to
Jaunch the Socialist Labour
Party in Lewisham’ Publicity
leaflets told the public they
would hear ‘why you too need to
support Socialist Labour’.

Bridget Bell, of Women Against
Pit Closures, described how in the
1980s the women'’s pit camp were
set up and occupations of threat-
ened pits organised. She said this
had begun a movement in the
working class which now
included the dockers, railway
workers, postal workers, fire-
fighters, etc.

Bell said that even in 1985
when she and other women
became involved in struggle they
found that they had no voice in
the Labour Parfy and that the
working class had to have a
political party to be its voice.

Tawisham councillor Tonv

Link recently left Labour for the
SLP. He  described how
Lewisham’s Labour council was
attacking the community and the
working class.

Former Southwark Labour
councillor Tony Gess told of how
the Labour group expelled him
and two other councillors in the
late 1980s for voting for the par-
ty’s programme of no cuts and no
rent rises, on which they had
been elected.

Goss also showed how South-
wark and Lewisham Labour
councils are now trying to deny
workers their trade union rights.

Arthur Scargill spoke on the SLP
programme. He promised rena-
tionalised of the privatised
industries as the first step an SLP
government would carry out.

Withdrawal

After would come further
nationalisations, withdrawal

from the European Union, a four-

day working week and voluntary
retirement at 55.

Scargill's speech made several
references to ‘thie nation’ and

how socialism would benefit
Britain. The tone was reminis-
cent of the old Communist Party
of Great Britain's 1968 version of
its programme, ‘The British Road
to Socialism', with its opening
sentence: ‘Britain needs social-
ism.’

Scargill showed the limits of
his nationalist politics when he
came to address the issue of the
European Union. He referred to
the mass strikes in France and
Germany as proof the welfare
rights’ provisions in the Maas-
tricht treaty were worthless, but
said nothing about solidarity
with the French and German
workers. Scargill argued if Brit-
ain ‘left Europe’ it would trade
instead with ‘Cuba, South Africa,
New Zealand and Australia’.

Scargill’s fondness for project-
ing his own personality showed
in his appeal to the memory of
‘great’” predecessors. He also
showed ignorance of working-
class history.

The party was named Socialist
Labour  Party, maintained
Scargill, because that had been

3.

the name used by the ‘legendary”

John Macl.eann for hic nartv (In

fact, MacLean was a member of
the long-established party of that
name for less than a year.)
Scargill added that the SLP
membership card quoted the
words ‘We only want the earth’,
from another ‘legendary’ social-
ist, James Connolly. Scargill
seemed unaware that Connolly
was once a member of the Social-
ist Labour Party in the US. This
was the party whose policies
inspired those of the British SLP.

Leader

Scargill said it was a miners
leader, Keir Hardie, who first
proposed a National Health Serv-
ice, and another, Aneurin Bevan,
who implemented it. The message
was clear: in the line of great
working class leaders we have
MacLean, Connolly, Hardie,
Bevan — and now Scargill.

(]

The high attendance at the meet-
ing is evidence that many work-
ers believe a new socialist party
is necessary but Scargill’s dema-
gogy and nationalism convinces
few that the SLP is that new
nartv

military intervention in 1957 and
1958 kept Hussein on his throne.

During the Irag-Iran war and
after, Jordan was a backdoor for
arms shipments to Saddam Hus-
sein, and Iraqi oil exports. War in
Lebanon drove some Arab bank-
ing and commerce to Amman.

Since the Gulf War, however,
Jordan has had to fall back on
foreign aid. At an IMF meeting in
Paris on 10 July, donor govern-
ments agreed $1 billion aid but
demanded cuts.

Resentment

Economic and social unrest
could interact with national
resentment against the new
Israeli government's arrogance,
and Jordan's subordination to
imperialism.

Attacking official privileges,
and relations with Israel, the
newspaper al Quds al-Arabi went
on to protest that US planes were
flying from Azraq airbase on free
fuel which Iraq supplied to Jor-
dan,

m
)

Mostar
talks

ELEVENTH-hour agreement was
reported in talks to end Croat
nationalist obstruction of an
elected local authority to reunify
the Bosnian city of Mostar.

The European Union pressed
Croatia’s President Tudjman to
restrain his supporters, responsi-
ble for ‘ethnic cleansing’ and
renewed terror against Muslims
to maintain their racketeer

‘Herceg-Bosna' regime.

Workers Press next week will
report this and other important
developments in Bosnia, includ-
ing the Tuzla arts festival and
politics, and goings-on in the ‘Re-
publika Srpska’,

President Tudjman

BSE crisis

escalates

BY DANIEL ROBERTSON

THE BSE crisis continues to pose
a number of unanswered ques-
tions, Developments in the last
few weeks have brought some of
these to public attention.

The government has been
forced to admit that there is a
risk of BSE spreading to sheep.
Sheep in Britain have long car-
ried a prion disease called
scrapie, related to BSE, but
known not to infect humans.

It was the hope that BSE may
have originated from sheep mate-
rial fed to cattle that allowed
them to originally claim that
humans were not at risk from
BSE.

However it soon became clear
that cattle BSE was a completely
new condition, not related to
sheep scrapie, and displaying
much greater virulence.

Now there is an admission
that BSE may spread to sheep
causing a ‘super-scrapie’ that
could kill human consumers. This
is because of the failure, long
after the appearance of BSE, to

effectively ban feeding -cattle
material to sheep.
Experimental infection of

sheep with the BSE agent from
cattle brain was achieved some

years ago — what is new is the -

discovery that animal feed con-
tains enough of the agent to
infect sheep. Infected British ani-
mal feed was exported all over
Europe with unpredictable long
term effects.

The most frightening admis-
sion is that BSE can spread from
cows to their calves. The persist-

ence of BSE for years after the
banning of infected feed was a
clear indication that transmis-
sion to calves was occurring, but
until recently the official line
was that this claim was ‘rubbish’.

Now scientific trials have con-
clusively proven that calves born
to mothers suffering from BSE
have a 10 per cent chance of being
infected. Another disturbing
aspect of the trial was a number
of calves found to harbour BSE
born of BSE-free mothers and
allegedly having no access to
infected feed.

Government claims that the
true occurrence under farming
conditions would be only 1 per
cent have been described as non-
sense. Remember all those live
calf exports to Europe?

Blood

The possible mode of trans-
mission from cow to calf raises
the possibility that the BSE agent
is present either in the blood
passing across the placenta, or in
milk. If it is present in blood then
it must be present in cattle meat.
If it is present in milk then virtu-
ally every British consumer, even
many vegetarians, will have been
repeatedly exposed to BSE.

The Tories continue to try to
bluff their way out of responsi-
bility by blaming the crisis on
European plots — but the con-
tinuing development of the BSE
saga will eventually explode in
their faces. The labour movement
must ensure that Blair’s response
of playing down Tory blame is
defeated and that those responsi-
ble for this disaster are punished.

-

Name
Address

Trade union (if any)

WORKERS PRESS IS THE PAPER OF THE
WORKERS REVOLUTIONARY PARTY

British section of the Workers International (to Rebuild the Fourth International)
Please send me information about the WRP

i G Gfunder 21 e

Send to: PO Box 735, London SW8 1YB
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Ordinary’
yeople,
imes
iE first question you're asked in
son is always: “What are you in
" says Andrea Needham, one of the
ir women who wrecked a Hawk
pund-attack aircraft destined for
nesia. ‘The second question is
- “How did you get caught?”
ey phoned a press agency from
hangar, and asked it to notify Brit-
| Aerospace!
From Risley remand prison, where
sy were held for six months, she
Et; to Squall (Summer 96): ‘Actually
ng hammers to disarm the plane
sensible enough to most of the
en in here — it was going to kill
le, so we stopped it — but the logic
ying around to face the conse-
ces needs a little more explaining’
Andrea says British aid backs deals
E-_reby Indonesia buys British arms,
8 British companies exploit Indone-
B resources. She believes many peo-
have seen through the
rnment’s lies about protecting
but massive opposition hadn’t
ped the Hawk deal going through.
e women decided to do something
ical, and take full responsibility
their action, so as to make their
tin public.

ortunately, a Liverpool jury

rstood and freed them. But at the

she was writing, Andrea thought

‘d be facing jail. Nevertheless, she

free behind bars, because she no
fer feared what might happen.

t's easy to be overwhelmed by the
wer of the state: what can I, as an
Bvidual, do to resist? Taking this

of action, and being prepared to
e the consequences, is a very liberat-
fexperience.
We're sometimes asked why we
to be martyrs for this cause.
response is that we're not mar-
we're just ordinary women who
able to carry out a small act of
tance to a great injustice.’

hadn’t come across Squall before

£ (I've probably been mixing in the
g circles, and let’s face it, getting
1) What drew my eye was an item
‘Raving in Bosnia. Glasgow-
sound system Desert Storm
at the Criminal Justice rally in
F‘;’ark:
Amid all the mayhem we’d broken
¥n but we were still playing.
were riot cops everywhere and
crazy Glaswegian called Paddy
his head through the van win-
and said “I've got to have your
pne number”.
A week later we were home in
isgow and I got a phone call from
tsame guy asking if we wanted to
to Bosnia in three weeks. I mean
at could we say? It was definitely
ed. we just had to go.’

Joining a Workers Aid convoy to
gz they had the ‘most exciting New
i of their lives), playing at ten
pw zero to enthusiastic crowds,
b the frontline not far away. People
gd “When are you coming back?.
&y ve made three trips.

Writing on poverty in Britain, the
r-worsening housing deficit, and
¢ efforts at self-help are being crim-
ised — ‘They’ve even set the Anti-
rorist Squad on us now! — Jim
pn evokes the big squatting move-
Bt of 1946, and the Diggers who
Epied land in 1649, to back the Land
jurs Occupation in Wandsworth.

B stormy times, ‘ordinary’ people
| take ‘extra-ordinary’ actions.
pil's motto is ‘necessity breeds

2 new party, maybe we should get
m-!-fa-
Charlie Pottins
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Turkey

The following report from the Liverpool
Docks Shop Stewards’ Committee
delegation to Turkey has already had a major
impact on a Europe-wide scale. Every
member of the European parliament was
faxed with the report, whose publication
coincided with the crisis point of the political
prisoners’ hunger strike. The report was also
circulated by the dockers to their trade union
and labour movement contacts worldwide.
Turkish and Kurdish organisations in Europe

have also publicised it.

The report was used as part of the evidence
presented by Labour and Socialist Group
MEPs to the European parliament in backing
their demand on the Turkish government to
concede the political prisoners’ demands

and prevent further deaths.

The gathering momentum of protest in
Europe (with the notable absence of any
protest from the British government), as well
as in Turkey, along with threat of real
economic and political sanctions, forced the
Turkish regime to back down at the eleventh
hour (after 12 hunger strikers had already

died).

THE delegation, along with delega-
tions from Germany and France,
went to Turkey at the invitation of
Turkish trade unionists and the
Emek (Labour) Party:

BMto gain support for the
10-month-old dispute of the 500
sacked Liverpool dockers; and

M to show solidarity with the
fight for trade union and democratic
rights in Turkey and to see for them-
selves the situation there,

On 13 July, the delegation wit-
nessed in the centre of Istanbul a
peaceful protest by families at the
disappearance of their relatives in
police custody.

The 50 or so demonstrations were
surrounded by armoured cars, police
marksmen on rooftops, and hun-
dreds of riot police, and after five
minutes were violently driven off
the street. The demonstrators had
been on the pavement and had not
even obstructed the traffic in any
way.

On 14 July, the delegation
attended and spoke at the conference
of the Istanbul trade union platform,
a gathering of about 1,000 trade
union delegates representing the
four major trade union confedera-
tions, meeting to discuss the issue of
basic social security and welfare pro-
vision for Turkish workers. Striking
oilworkers were present.

Delegates spoke of the employers’
and state’s onslaught on workers’
rights, pay and conditions.

being launched by the dockers’ delegation.

Next week a delegation of MPs, MEPSs, trade
unionists, journalists and lawyers will visit
the Turkish ambassador in London, with the
aim of helping to ensure that the Turkish
government does not renege on its
commitments to the political prisoners.

All individuals, trade unions, labour

movement and other organisations
concerned with the defence of human rights
are invited to become signatories of the
campaign launch statement (see this page).
We also publish an edited version of their
report on the struggle of textile workers in
south-east Turkey/Kurdistan, a model

resolution and some useful phone numbers.

On 15 July, the delegation partici-
pated in the press conference at the
court hearing for the case of Metin
Goktepe, who was the journalist
from the daily paper Ewrensel who
was seen being beaten to death by
police in January this year. The state
has since attempted to ban the paper
and prosecute its editor.

The delegation pledged support
for the campaign to bring Goktepe’s
killers to justice and to publicise
internationally the state’s continued
judicial murders of those who speak
out for democracy.

Witnessed

On the same day — 15 July — the
delegation witnessed police making
a brutal attack on demonstrators
protesting at the disappearance of
hundreds in police custody. The dem-
onstration was made up of about 30
children and women (families of the
disappeared).

While peacefully walking down
the street they were assaulted,
kicked and beaten by riot police and
non-uniformed police. = Women,
including the very young and the
elderly, were batoned repeatedly
and pulled along the street by the
hair. Dozens of arrests were made,
including many journalists and pho-
tographers.

On 16 July, Billy Jenkins, along
with a trade union member of the
German delegation, Edgar Wiegler,

THE hunger strike in Turkey’s pris-
ons came to an end on its 69th day.
Twelve people died during the strike
before the government backed down,
among them:

Aygun Ugur, TKP (ML); Altan
Berdan Kerimgiller, DHKP-C,
Ilginc Ozkeskin, DHKP-C; Huseyin
Demircioglu, MLKP; Ali Ayata,
TKP (ML); Mujdat Yanat, DHKP-C;
Tahsin Yilmaz, TIKB; Ayse Idil
Erkmen, DHKP-C; Hicabi Kucuk,
TIKB; Yemliha Kaya, DHKP-C;
Osman Akgun, TIKB.

Thousands and tens of thousands
took to the streets to protest in the
prisoners’ support. Families of pris-
oners were savagely beaten when

they protested outside the prisons.
The hunger strike was joined by peo-
ple outside the prisons: 60-year-old
mothers and fathers, trade unionists,
some not in Turkey, etc.

Throughout the resistance a dem-
agogical campaign was carried out
by the state authorities, the media
and propaganda apparatus. They
lied, used threats, carried out brutal
physical attacks and used every
means to attack the movement. But
they did not succeed.

B Information from DHKC
(Revolutionary People’s Liberation
Front), London Information
Bureau, BM Box 8253, London
WCIN 3XX.Tel/fax: 0171-272 2621.

went to Gazi Antep in south-east
Turkey, where 20,000 textile workers
were on strike for trade union recog-
nition and basic social rights (see
story this page).

As Billy addressed a rally of 6,000
workers, riot police attacked. More

than 60 were arrested. Dozens were

injured, some seriously.

Police broke their batons over the
heads of workers, then used bricks to
continue their assault. Workers were
blocked in by police so that there
was no escape from the attack....

Police also attacked the strike
committee office and assaulted
workers there, surrounded the
Antep Emek Party office, and simul-
taneously raided the Istanbul office
of Evrensel (witnessed by members
of the European delegation).

On his return journey to Istanbul,
Billy Jenkins was subjected to har-
assment and attempted intimidation
by police. For several days the whole
delegation was under security police
surveillance.

On Friday 19 July, the delegation
met with lawyers (the Istanbul Asso-
ciation of Contemporary Lawyers)
campaigning on issues of human
rights, and in particular against tor-
ture and abuses of political prison-
ers.

Over two months ago, more than
2,000 political prisoners in 30 prisons
across Turkey started hunger strikes
in protest at the inhuman conditions
under which they are held. Their
demands included:

M access to medical treatment;

M prisoners to be located within
reach of their families and families
allowed to visit without fear of
arrest;

B an end to torture and solitary
confinement.

More than 207 prisoners were on
strike until death. The first hunger
strikers to die were Aygun Ugur (21
July) and Altan Berdan Kerimgiller
(23 July)...

Billy Jenkins, Tony Gardiner,
Liverpool Docks Shop Stewards’
Committee; Liz Knight, London

Dockers Support Group
23 July

athering moment
orced governme

Alex Smith, Roger Barton, Stan Newens,
Peter Truscott, Wayne David (European
Parliamentary Labour Party leader), Pauline
Green (Socialist leader, European
parliament) and Tony Robinson (Socialist
spokesperson, European parliament) are
among the many MEPs, as well as British
MPs and many other organisations and
individuals, who have given their
endorsement to the report and the
Campaign for Human Rights in Turkey now

London demonstration in supp

The following report of the recent
strike movement among textile
workers in south-east Turkey is
based on material from the Liver-
pool Docks Shop Stewards’ delega-
tion to Turkey

AN EXTRAORDINARY victory by
20,000 textile workers in south-east
Turkey has just been won. The work-
ers in Unaldi in Gaziantep were on
strike for a month during which they
were subjected to sustained attacks
on every level by employers, the gov-
ernment and the state.

Every demand has been won,
including wunion recognition, an
eight-hour day, national insurance
benefits, wage increases in line with
inflation and no vietimisations.

Most of the workers are very
young (16-20 years old). They were
working in a huge complex of textile
factories, in filthy conditions
without proper ventilation or air
conditioning for 12 hours or more a
day, seven days a week, for £20 or less
a week.

Accidents were frequent, with
many workers losing fingers in
primitive machines without safety
provision.

Ten thousand came out on strike
on 30 June. A few days later another
10,000 workers joined them. Around
100,000 people were involved in the
dispute, including the families of the
workers.

The employers set to work with
state support to try to break the




um of protest

t back-down’

rt of the 2,000 hunger strikers in Turkey, 12 of whom died in the 69 days it lasted

workers’ historic win

action. They used every available
form of media to spread lies and
oropaganda.

They said that national insurance
sontributions were already being
paid; that many of the strikers were
already taking other jobs; that they
were influenced by terrorists, and
that the strike leader, Huseyin
Dzdemir, was a terrorist; that they
1ad no popular support; that the
strike could not last more than three
jays; that they would get no finan-
sial support and would soon be
starved back to work.

The entire national media, with
he exception of the daily newspaper
Furensel (now in the process of
seing banned by the government),
zept silent on the strike,

A local TV station invited the
mployers to discuss the strike on
-amera with Ozdemir. However,
when the time came the employers
lidn't turn up but instead phoned
hrough individually to Huseyin to
ell him that they were prepared to
nake deals with the workers in their

ywn workplaces.
These crude efforts to divide the
strikers backfired.
Help
The Unaldi workers received

inancial help from workers all over
[urkey, as well as from Turkish and
{urdish workers in Europe — in
sermany, France, England, Switzer-
and, etc.

In mid July a European delegation
went to Turkey at the invitation of
trade unionists and the Emek
(Labour) Party (also in the process of
being banned by the government).

Two members of the delegation,
Billy Jenkins, from the Liverpool
Docks Shop Stewards' Committee
representing 500 sacked dockers, and
Edgar Wiegler, from the engineering
union in Germany, went to Antep to
speak to a rally of 6,000 of the strik-
ing textile workers.

The police launched a savage
attack on all those present, injuring
hundreds and arresting all the
speakers except the European del-
egation, along with at least 60 work-
ers.

Among those arrested were:
Levent Tuzel (chair of the Emek
Party), Sabri Topcu (chair of
TUMTIS, the motorised-vehicle
workers’ union), Ozdemir, two mem-
bers of the Emek Party executive
committee, Evrensel journalists and
a Human Rights Association repre-
sentative from Antep.

Ozdemir, chair of the Textile
Workers’ Support and Solidarity
Association, had already been
threatened by the police with
imprisonment and even death.

However, the courage and solidar-
ity of the workers, along with the
support they received from fellow
workers in Turkey and internation-
ally, overcame every obstacle and
every onslaught.

Even the 500 scabs recruited early

on by the employers were soon per-
suaded to stop work and join the
strike.

The strength and unity of the
workers stopped virtually the whole
city. Shopkeepers supported the
workers, calling on the bosses to
accept their demands.

Critical

The struggle coincided with the
critical point of the hunger strikes
and never gained the publicity
which the hunger strikers (at the
cost of 12 lives) eventually did.

But just as the hunger strikers
threw into sharp relief on an inter-
national scale the brutality of the
Turkish regime, so too should the
strike of the Antep workers.

Simultaneously their strike and
its speedy success indicated some-
thing more, something of enormous
significance for the future.

The Antep action marks the big-
gest strike in south-east Turkey
(Turkish-occupied Kurdistan) since
the military coup in 1980.

Workers all over Turkey are tak-
ing up the demands so magnificently
won by the textile workers of Antep.

Repression has succeeded only in
fuelling the fire. The working class
of Turkey is on the move.

M Liverpool Docks Shop Stew-
ards’ Committee delegation to Tur-
key. Tel: 0151-207 3388. Fax:
0151-207 0696.

Statement to launch
‘Campaign for Human Rights
in Turkey’ by the Liverpool
Docks Shop Stewards’
delegation to Turkey, July
1996

FOLLOWING the deaths of many
hunger strikers in Turkish prisons,
and in view of the concession belat-
edly announced by the Turkish gov-
ernment, we are launching this
campaign to ensure that these com-
mitments are honoured.

We call on all governments and
organisations which respect human
rights, particularly within Europe,
to insist on the suspension of the
European Union’s = co-operation
agreement with Turkey until the
prisoners and their supporters in
Turkey are satisfied the threat of
further human rights violations has
been removed.

Evidence of the government's
good intentions must include:

B An end to the practice of
imprisoning and torturing people
for membership of political or trade
union organisations.

M An end to the attempts to ter-
rorise and ban all genuine opposi-
tion, whether in the form of political
parties, workers’ organisations, and

other democratic organisations or
the media.

M An end to the terrorising of
workers exercising their legal right
to strike.

B An end to the barbaric police
and army attacks on peaceful dem-
onstrators, including children and
WOmen.

B An end to the war against the
Kurdish people and the violent
repression of other ethnic minori-
ties.

Signed: Jimmy Nolan, chair, Liv-
erpool Docks Shop Stewards' Com-
mittee; Billy Jenkins and Tony
Gardiner, Liverpool Docks Shop
Stewards’ Committee delegation to
Turkey; Defend Emek (Labour)
Party in Turkey Campaign; Tony
Benn MP; Harry Barnes MP; Harry
Cohen MP; Jeremy Corbyn MP;
Hugh Kerr MEP; Alf Lomas MEP,
Wayne David MEP, European par-
liament Labour leader, Stan
Newens MEP; Alex Smith MEP;
Lord Hylton; Keith Standring, gen-
eral secretary International Trade
Union Solidarity Campaign, Tony

Santamera, national secretary
(shipping), RMT union

28 July
M Contact 0171-275 8440 or

0171-275 7245 (Fax) to add your
support.

Emergency resolution on Turkey for unions and labour

movement organisations

o We condemn absolutely the Turkish state’s violations of the
most elementary human rights. -

In particular we condemn:

Bl their treatment of political prisoners;

M their use of terror and barbaric cruelty against peaceful
demonstrators, including women and children;

M their violent repression of the Kurdish people and of trade
unionists and working people; and,

B their attempts to terrorise and ban all genuine opposition,
whether in the form of political parties, workers’ organisa-
tions, any other democratic organisations or the media.

We condemn the moves to ban the Emek (Labour) Party and
the newspaper Evrensel, and defend their right and the right
of all other opposition parties, organisations and newspapers to

organise and to publish.

9 We pledge solidarity and active support to the workersand
oppressed people of Turkey. We ask workers not to take holi-
daysin Turkey until the regime has changed.

6 We call on the British government and the European par-

liament to condemn the gross violations of democratic rightsin
Turkey, to defend the elementary right to demonstrate and
express opposition, and to ensure that the Turkish government
honours its recent commitments to political prisoners. To this
end we call for the suspension of the European Union’s co-op-

eration agreement with Turkey.

Resolution originally proposed to the British labour and trade
union movement by the Liverpool Docks Shop Stewards
Committee delegation to Turkey. Liverpool Docks Shop
Stewards Committee, 19 Scorton Street, Liverpool L6 4AS.
Tel: 0151-207 3388. Fax: 0151-207 0696.

Messages of
support

Emek (Labour) Party: Levent Tuzel,
Hatay 2 Sakak No.20/18, Kizilay,
Turkey. Tel: 00 90 312 425 1712.
Fax: 00 90 312 425 8556.

Protest faxes

Ankara

Prime Minister N. Erbakan: 00 90
312 417 0476. Interior Minister M.
Agar: 00 90 312 418 1795. Justice
Minister S. Kazan: 00 90 312 417
3954. Labour Minister N. Celik: 00
90 312 212 0781. President S.
Demirel: 00 90 312 427 1330.
British Embassy, Political Section:
00 90 312 468 0113.

Britain

Foreign Secretary Malcolm Rifkind.
Tel: 0171-270 1500. Fax: 0171-

839 2417.

Miss Judi Leon, Foreign and
Commonwealth Office, Turkish
Bureau: 0171-270 3275.

European
parliament

Marlena Lenz, president, Human
Rights Committee. Tel: 00 10 322
284 5220. Fax: 00 10 322 284
9220.

M. Piquet, chair, delegation to
European Union/Turkey joint
parliamentary committee. Tel: 00 10
322 284 5986. Fax: 00 10 322 284
9986.



Off the
streets

SOME 20 years ago a woman of
my acquaintance started work as
a prostitute, partly on the street
but mainly in one of the swankier
Mayfair hotels.

Like many other prostitute
women, she had no intention of
staying in the profession for life,
but saw it as a way of escaping
from poverty by accumulating a
serious sum of money fairly
guickly.

She asked me one day what I
thought of her choice of occupa-
tion. I answered that I had no
moral objection but couldn’t help
being concerned for her physical
safety.

In fact, she replied, the job was
no more hazardous than many
and much safer than some. She
prided herself on her ability to
spot a nutter well before he
pulled a knife on her or otherwise
put her life in danger.

The real drawback, she added,
was the need to pay swingeing
unofficial taxes both to the hotel
staff, who would otherwise bar
her from the premises, and to the
police, who would otherwise take
her to court far more often than
they did. And these unavoidable
regular payments, plus the occa-
sional fines, consumed something
like 50 per cent of her consider-
able earnings.

I thought of this woman when
I read recently that two chief
constables have declared in
favour of licensed brothels, to
keep prostitute women and their
clients off the streets.

Keith Hellawell, chief consta-
ble of West Yorkshire, thinks the
present law on prostitution is
‘absurd’. His colleague Pauline
Clare, chief constable of Lan-
cashire, and the first woman in
charge of a police force, agrees.

‘Prostitutes have been around
for many, many years and there’s
obviously a need for the services
they provide’, she says. ‘T would
like to see them regulated in a
way that they would be much
safer’. Arresting prostitutes was
‘not a priority for the Lancashire
force’.

The call for licensed brothels,
though not new, has aroused pre-
dictable cries of outrage. Sir Ivan
Lawrence, MP, chairman of the
home affairs select committee,
says the proposal would encour-
age moral decline and weaken the
fabric of society.

This doesn’t seem to have been
the experience of Germany and
Sweden, where legalised brothels
are permitted — nor that of Vic-
toria, Australia, where brothels,
legalised under the Prostitution
Control Act of 1994, are adver-
tised in the yellow pages and sub-
ject to health inspections and
taxes, and where street-walking
and kerb-crawling are outlawed
and, it is reported, ‘the sleaze sur-
rounding prostitution has been
all but eliminated’.

The proposal of Hellawell and
Clare has several obvious merits.
It would end at a stroke the daily
and nightly nuisance caused to
residents in what are known as
‘unofficial red-light distriets’. It
would allow regular compulsory
health checks. It would probably
make the trade somewhat safer
for the women engaged in it.

Above all, it would probably
make it harder for children to
engage in it — and, as a writer
asked in last Sunday’s Observer,
“What kind of society do we live
in where 14-year-old girls have to
sell their bodies?

But these advantages, substan-
tial though they are, do not mean
that socialists should automati-
cally support the Hellawell-Clare
proposal just as it stands.

Legalised brothels would have
to be owned and run by someone.
If they were owned by pimps or
by the state, there would be room
for almost limitless exploitation
of the women who choose to work
in them. Many women would pre-
fer the independence of the
streets, however hazardous, to the
certainty of such exploitation.

Whatever necessary regula-
tions were made for health and
safety, legalised brothels should
be owned and run co-operatively

PERSONAL
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by the women concerned. And sex
workers, like workers in every
other industry, should have
clearly defined rights, including
the right to organise.

Marx and
Wagner

‘FOR Marx, the whole Wagner
phenomenon was an inexplicable
manifestation of bourgeois deca-
dence’. Thus wrote Michael Tan-
ner — or maybe the sub-editor
who embellished Tanner’s article
with a cursory list of ‘Wagner-
philes and phobes’ — in the
Guardian of 26 July.

Having spent several hours of
my holiday looking up what
Marx really did write about the
composer  Richard  Wagner
(1813-83), I can report that the
Guardian’s summary appears to
be sheer invention, disgracefully
but unsurprisingly sucked out of
alazy hack’s thumb.

Not that Marx cared for Wag-
ner very much. There’s no evi-
dence that his dislike was based
on his ever listening to a single
note of the man's music; he simply
wrote him off as a ‘state musi-
cian’, a ‘latter-day Prusso-Ger-
man imperial court musician’
whose Festival Theatre in
Bayreuth was a ‘Festival of Fools’.

Marx also poked gentle fun a
couple of times at Wagner's ‘mu-
sic of the future’, the composer’s
own description of his work in
his Das Kunstwerk der Zukunft
(1850) and Zukunftmusik (1861).
According to Marx, there were
‘more important things in the
world’ than this ‘music of the
future’.

The only other Marxian refer-
ence to Wagner that I've been
able to find comes in a footnote to
chapter 2 (‘The Family’) of
Friedrich Engels’s The Origin of
the Family, Private Property
and the State (1884).

Engels quotes there a letter
written by Marx in 1882 and
apparently lost, where he ‘ex-
presses himself in the strongest
possible terms about the utter
falsification of primeval times
appearing in Wagner's Nibelung
text’ (ie. the text of the four-
evening drama Der Ring des
Nibelungen), which includes the
question: ‘Whoever heard of a
brother embracing his sister as
his bride? According to Marx in
this letter, incest between
brother and sister was in fact
regarded as moral in the earliest
stage of human society.

In the fourth edition of The
Origin of the Family (1891),
Engels adds to this note by quot-
ing and answering a comment on
it by a French friend and
admirer of Wagner',

And that, it seems, is all there
is on the subject of Richard Wag-
ner in the entire massive literary
output of Marx and Engels. Not a
word, not a syllable, about ‘an
inexplicable manifestation of
bourgeois decadence’,

Of course, if any reader knows
of a reference to Wagner by Marx
that I've missed, I'd appreciate
being told about it. Meanwhile it
looks very much as if Michael
Tanner, opera critic of the Spec-
tator, or whoever else invented
that spurious quotation from
Marx, is just one more in the long
line of pretentious idiots who
think they can palm off on Marx
any nonsense that comes into
their heads, and get away with it.

Not this time, though.

Correction

APOLOGIES for a misprint in
this column on 20 July. In line 7 of
the tenth paragraph, ‘unpaid
conditions should have read ‘im-
proved conditions’.

peeer Fry®

The need for a new socialist party

Ensuring a transition

The conference called
last March by Workers
Press under the title
‘Crisis in the labour
movement — the need for
a new socialist party’
decided to set up a
steering committee to
continue its work. Here
we report on the highly
successful meeting of the
committee held in London
on 30 July.

Below are three
responses to the initiative
taken by the Workers
Revolutionary Party
towards the building of a
new socialist party. Each
week we aim to print a
selection of views on this
matter.

Anybody interested in
taking part in this
discussion should mail,
fax or e-mail (see back
page) your contributions
which should be 300 to
400 words in length.

to a new party

WHATEVER name is finally
chosen for the new organisation,
the steering committee meeting
agreed that the foundation for
the new political organisation to
work for a new party had to be
Marxism and its development.

The proposition for such a
new Marxist political organisa-
tion was put forward by Cliff
Slaughter on behalf of the WRP,
whose recent congress had
decided to call for this.

The congress resolved that if
such an organisation was agreed
upon then the WRP would cease
to exist as a separate organisation
and that Workers Press and all
other resources would become
the resources of the new organi-
sation.

The 26 comrades at the meet-
ing came from a wide variety of
backgrounds: Labour Party, Com-
munist Party, Socialist Workers
Party, Militant, WRP, United Sec-
retariat, Iranian Refugee Work-
ers’ Association, Kashmiri
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Liverpool dockers’ fight is at the heart of the discussion

International Front and the Afri-
can Liberation Support Cam-
paign.

All were convinced that the
starting point was the need for
the unification of the working
classitself.

At the centre of the discussion
were the views of comrades who
are living in London not out of
choice but out of necessity
because of the brutal nature of
the regimes in their own coun-
tries.

‘What has happened to all
those who came here as fighters
— forced out of their own coun-
tries? The “left” has not made any
connections with them, said a
comrade from the Ivory Coast.

In Europe the people now
have a chance to make an alliance
with workers from the “Third
World” and London can play a
major role in the international
affairs of the workers’ said a
Kashmiri comrade.

Hassan, from Iran told the
meeting: ‘The “left” always have
more important things to do than
take part in the workers’ strug-
gles.

Tt is very bad that they are not
doing enough for the Hillingdon
strikers who are under attack
and face racism.

‘Then there are the Under-
ground workers. The “left” was
absent in front of the tube sta-
tions during the strikes. We are
not the vanguard, we are part of
the struggle because the workers
have got a vanguard’

The fight of the Liverpool
dockers was at the heart of the
discussion.

One comrade said that Cliff

Slaughter was ‘spot on’ when he
had said, ‘We are not saying “join
us” we are saying we want to join
you — we want to join workers in
struggle.

This comrade and others
insisted that it is necessary to
study the way the Liverpool
dockers organise themselves and
others.

‘The dockers have organised
the greatest support for interna-
tionalism. Now they can add to
this their campaign for human
rights in Turkey, he added.

Another comrade said ‘We
should not be prepared to create
a new party in isolation from the
vanguard of our class and then
present the class with this party
beautifully prepared and gift-
wrapped.

Summing up the discussion
Cliff Slaughter said: ‘It’s not just
that the organisation is transi-
tional, but there are struggles
now and big struggles in the
period ahead. We must fight to
bring together all those who will
ensure that it is a transition to a
new party.

NEXT MEETING:
7.30pm, Tuesday 3
September, Room 301
Gray’s Inn Centre,
Sidmouth Street,
London WC1 8JB.
(Nearest tubes King’s
Cross/Russell Square).
Information from the
coordinator, Steve
Ballard, 0181-889 7255.

An urgent
issue

I BELIEVE two recent events
have made the building of a new
socialist party an urgent issue.

The first is the complete and
abject abandonment by New
Labour of the interests of work-
ing people against big business.

Along with Clause Four, Blair
and his henchpersons have
dropped even the pretence of
improving wages, education,
health or welfare. Instead they
concentrate solely on manoeu-
vring ignominiously to convince
banks and financial institutions
that they can keep capitalism
going better than the Tories.

The second event is the col-
lapse of the Soviet political sys-
tem. After decades of bankrupt
policies for developing socialism
within the Soviet Union and
internationally, leading to mas-
sive mismanagement and repres-
sion, the system collapsed as the
bureaucrats fell out, unable to
meet workers' demands for
improved living conditions.

* The role of old Labour was to
force a compromise between the
British working class and capi-
talism by separating the indus-
trial strength of the unions from
the political struggle for social-
ism by falsely equating parlia-
mentary power with improving
living conditions.

Whenever  capitalism is
threatened, Labour leaders (and
their social-democrat equivalents
abroad) come to its rescue by
organising the cutting of wages
and benefits ‘in the national
interest’.

The role of the Soviet Union
wherever it had influence was to
force a compromise between the
international working class and
imperialism by falsely separat-
ing the development of socialism
in the Soviet Union from the
building of revolutionary social-
ist movements in other countries.

But these two events did not

take place randomly — they stem
from the weakness of capitalism,
which can no longer tolerate the
old compromises.

All around the world, people
are facing destitution and starva-
tion as this outmoded system
thrashes around laying waste to
communities and their environ-
ments. Capital is increasingly
being moved out of the produc-
tion of useful things into world-
wide speculation to extract
profit.

After all the false dawns of
working-class  history, how
should this new socialist party
distinguish itself?

In many ways — boldness,
clarity, openness, etc. — and it
will require much thought and
discussion. However I think two
principles are fundamental to its
success: internationalism and
Marxism.

Internationalism because we
must challenge the reactionary
nationalistic outlook of Labour,
and forge a new practical unity
with workers in struggle in other
countries (following the magnifi-
cent example of the Liverpool
dockers).

Marxism because the new
party must establish itself on the
understanding that capitalism is
incapable of providing any
improvement in most people’s
standard of life. In fact the con-
tinued existence of capitalism
poses the gravest threat to our
current existence — it cannot be
reformed, it must be overthrown.

Steve Ballard
Steering committee coordinator

Deepenin
crisig .
THE strategy of Marxists for a
Socialist Party’ recognises that
the deepening crisis of world
capitalism poses the alternatives
of ‘socialism or barbarism’ far

more starkly than ever before.
It recognises that social

democracy is no longer a viable
tradition, and that a Blair gov-
ernment in Britain will move
rapidly against the working class
and the poor.

But most important of all, it
recognises that these changes are
of such magnitude that the old
belief in the expansion of the
existing left groups — ‘here we
are, come and join us’, a line still
epitomised by the SWP — is com-~
pletely inadequate for the new
struggles which lie ahead.

The statement by Cliff
Slaughter in Workers Press (20
July) recognises the importance
of new social groups — women,
youth, ethnic minorities — in the
struggles which lie ahead. It also
recognises that profoundly new
issues are being put on the
agenda alongside old ones
because the global crisis of capi-
talism penetrates every aspect of
human existence.

Family and sexual relations,
science and culture, the environ-
ment, the collapse of the city and
the crisis of modern living: issues
which don't immediately trans-
late into class struggle. The task
of a new party is to show how
they can only be solved by over-
coming capitalism and therefore
that links must be built between
the working class and new social
movements until there is a united
front against capitalism which
truly unites masses of people
across the world.

Such a new party cannot be
old wine in new bottles — a ‘new’
WRP to match Secargill’s ‘new’
Labour Party. We have to recog-
nise that the deep cynicism —
particularly among young people
— about politics applies not just
to the bourgeois parties but also
to the traditional far left groups.
We must therefore be open
minded about what form a new
party and its methods of work
and organisation will take.

Putting the resources of the
Workers Press and the WRP at
the service of such a new party
without preconditions is a coura-
geous and adequate response to

the challenges that lie ahead, in

many ways a small beginning

but, in my opinion, an absolutely
correct one.

Nick Lee

Workers Press contributor

Please
amplify

I WOULD like to amplify some
remarks I made to the 30 July
meeting of the steering commit-
tee (see main report, this page).

In the question of the name of
the new party, the proposal is
that this is a transitional organi-
sation and I think that the name
should indicate this.

If the new party is composed
entirely of Marxists then the
whole project will fail before it
has started. We have to turn out-
wards and transform ourselves
from a Marxist sect into a social-
ist party.

On the issue of dissent. The
legitimate concerns of those com-
rades who have had bad experi-
ences in organisations like the
CPGB and the WRP must be dis-
cussed and adequately met.

This question cannot be sepa-
rated from democratic central-
ism, so I think we should have a
discussion on this too.

The latter part of point 2 of
Cliff Slaughter’s article in the 20
July issue of Workers Press reads:
Tt [the new party] will aim in all
its work at the building of a
world party of socialism of which
it will be part.

This proposal needs to be
amplified and explained, particu-
larly on the question ‘What will
be the relation between the new
party “International” and our
new party?

An early clarification on this
point would be appreciated so
that it can be discussed before
our conference in November.

Don Cuckson
Workers Press reader
East London
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Dockers’ leader and courageous
fighter for socialism

MICHAEL (MICKIE) ARTHUR
FENN, London docker, died sud-
denly of a heart attack, aged 58,
on 28 July.

Well over 200 people attended
his funeral held in London last
Monday. His coffin arrived
draped in the 1972 dockers’ ban-
ner famous for its call ‘Arise Ye
Workers,” and led by the London
and Liverpool dockworkers’ ban-
ner carried and accompanied by
some of his best friends and com-
rades.

It was a fitting tribute to the
life of this socialist, anti-racist
fighter and staunch trade union-
ist who stood in the finest tradi-
tions of the British and
international working class.

Mickie died just four days
before 1 August — the seventh
anniversary of the infamous
meeting of the general executive
council of the Transport and
General Workers Union that
voted to end the 1989 dock strike.

Mickie was contemptuous of
this left leadership that was run-
ning scared in front of the anti-
trade-union laws and the threat
of sequestration of the union’s
assets.

He said that leaders who con-
sidered the union's assets to be its
money, buildings and cars and
not its members and their fami-
lies were not worthy to be called
trade unionists.

Mickie, along with 136 other
Tilbury men, was victimised and
sacked — never to return to the
docks. It was a stab in his very
heart.

Like so many of his peers, his
father, grandfather and great-
grandfather were dockers. It was
a way of life, a way of struggle.

And a struggler, a fighter, he
was. He and other stewards had
warned that the union must pre-
pare for a fight to defend the
National Dock Labour Scheme.

Finally, after two national
ballots and high court hearings,
the union called an official strike,
but only as the Scheme was being
abolished by the government.

During the 28 days of that
fateful strike Mickie fought like a
tiger, organising delegations to
win support from dockers in the
rest of Europe, mounting flying
pickets to encourage the dockers
in the smaller ports, and setting
up meetings everywhere. His
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response to the anti-union laws
was to break them!

Mickie had started on the
Royal Group of docks in 1965 and
joined the National Amalga-
mated Steverdores and Dockers
(NASD, the ‘Blue’ union).

The dockers’ elected shop
stewards were not recognised but
they had established an unofficial
Liaison Committee and Mickie
soon joined dockers such as Jack
Dash and Vic Turner on this
Committee.

In 1969, when the ban was
lifted, he became a shop steward
and was instrumental in setting
up the Unofficial National Port
Shop Stewards’ Committee. Later
he became its secretary.

In 1972 registered dockwork-
ers were being sacked and their
work was being transferred to
inland container bases with
cheaper labour.

The dockworkers’ rank-and-
file leadership, including Mickie
Fenn, started picketing Midland
Cold Storage amid cries that the
greedy dockers were trying to
take the food out of the mouths of
the workers and their families.

But the conspiracy was
exposed. The giant shipping and
dock company owned by the
Vestey family also owned Mid-
land Cold Storage.

Five dockers were arrested
and imprisoned in Pentonville.
Mickie was tireless in the strug-
gle for their release.

United

A united mass movement was
built throughout the country
involving in its leadership the
NASD, the TGWU and the Unof-
ficial Port Shops Stewards Com-
mittee, with the banner ‘Arise ye
Workers'.

Mickie would go out fly-post-
ing all over docklands: ‘No locks
on the docks’

The government backed down

Mickie (centre) chalred the London support group for the Liverpool dockers’ launch

and the men were released. But
the break-up of the docks contin-
ued.

The Royals closed down, the
Surrey closed down, the West
India closed down and soon what
was left of the docks’ workforce
was assembled in Tilbury, where
the big battle was to take place in
1989.

Mickie was never a Labour
Party man. In about 1966 he
joined the Communist Party but
he left in 1972.

He was deeply affected by the
CIA’s bloody intervention in
Chile, the bringing down of the
legitimate government, the assas-
sination of President Allende,
and the murder of thousands of
workers and students.

He could no longer stomach a

policy of a parliamentary road to
socialism, He remained politi-
cally active, now a supporter of
Trotskyism who later joined the
International Socialists (forerun-
ner of the Socialist Workers
Party) and the Anti-Nazi League.
He later left and concentrated on
being a dockers’ shop steward.

Mickie was ‘at home’ as secre-
tary of the Unofficial Port Shop
Stewards Committee. He never
looked for a union officer’s job
and could not stand those on the
official committees who always
thought they must tell the others
what they should be thinking. He
was contemptuous of elements in
the union’s ‘broad left' who used
it to promote their own ambi-
tions.

He was always an internation-

Interview from the archives

The following interview with
MICKIE FENN by Dot
Gibson appeared in
Workers Press on 16
September 1989

SACKED Tilbury docks shop
stewards will be lobbying the
Labour Party conference on Mon-
day 2 October [1989]‘to try to get a
commitment that a Labour gov-
ernment will repeal the Tory
anti-union laws and introduce
legislation similar to  the
National Dock Labour Scheme’,
Mick Fenn told Workers Press.

Fenn is one of the 16 Transport
and General Workers' Union
{TGWU) shop stewards and 132
other Tilbury dockers sacked for
their part in. the recent dock
sirike. He is also secretary of the
{unofficial) National Port Shop
Stewards’ Committee.

“We are asking dockers from
other ports to come with us. In
fact all trade unionists will be

welcome to join our lobby and
come to the meetlng, because
every trade unionist is in danger
'of getting the same treatment as
us’, said Fenn. And he explained:

’ “The truth of the matter is that
iwe were sold down the river by
ithe general executive council of
‘o:; union with the compliance of
Bon Todd [TGWU general secre-
fiary] and the couardlce of the

‘Now dockers working in Til-
bury are being threatened with
the sack for the slightest mis-
demeanour.

‘We've got good trade union-

ists working inside the Tilbury
dock who cannot put forward the
views of the union because they
would be victimised and eventu-
ally sacked.

‘We have to say to the Labour
Party: “That's what this legisla-
tion means, and you want to
maintain it!". It's not a difficult
message to put across, and if we
put out leaflets that’s what we
will be saying,

‘People just do not believe that
trade unionists have to operate in
secret in the larget port in the
country or get dismissed.

‘My grandfather was a mem-
ber of the TGWU, So was my
father. Now the so-called left-
wing general executive council
considers the union’s £76 million
to be more important than the
members.

‘If that situation goes on then
we can expect the TGWU to do
the same thing again. But the
defence of trade unionism is a
basic principle, and it is still our
job to reorganise the union in Til-
bury, because dockers working in
there are prisoners.

Fenn said the Tilbury stew-
ards are anxious to avoid some of
the polmca, groups they met on

All out on Monday 2 October
DOCKERS TO LOBBY LABOUR

concerned to listen to their own
voices.

‘They misrepresent our strike
and never listen to what we have
to say, he told Workers Press.

‘The .question of anti-trade-
union laws is a serious matter for
all workers and it is serious
workers we went to encourage. A
number of us on the National
Port Shop Stewards' Committee
were prepared to give up every-
thing for the strike.

‘We had discussed matters
with our wives and we definitely
would not have given in if the
state had sequestrated our assets
[homes] and imprisoned us for
contempt, whatever that meant
for our kids.

Contempt

If I had been dccused of con-
tempt of court, I would have told
them: “Yes, I have seen the courts
at work over the past weeks [the
legal actions of the port employ-
ers against the union] I hold them
in nothing but contempt”. I would
have said: “T am a political pris-
oner.” Jimmy Nolan [Liverpool
docker and chair of the unofficial
committee] and other stewards
would have said the same.

“You hve to be prepared to put
our money where your mouth is
in a fight. The state is bugging the
telephone. They knew this was

[1989]!

the employers that the strike
would escalate if they took action
against us, and instead they used
state funds to buy the strike.

‘They sacked us and gave us
redundancy money paid by the
government, We don't want the
money. We want our jobs, but we
would not go back to work in a
dock that doesn’t recognise a
trade union.

‘That’s why we are lobbying
the Labour Party to ask for our
commitment to repeal all the
laws!

The Workers Revolutionary
Party welcomes the sacked Til-
bury shop stewards’ decision to
lobby the Labour Party. We have
consistently warned that Kin-
nock has no intention of repeal-
ing all the anti-trade-union
legislation.

In fact the decisions carried at
the TUC at the beginning of Sep-
tember make it clear that they
intend to keeip laws which exc-
pose the so-called unofficial lead-
ers to legal sanctions.

The dockers' stand makes it
possible to fight this out with the
Labour leaders in front of impor-
tant sections of the working class.

The fight against the anti-
trade-union laws is central.to the
defence of the basic democratic
rights of all sections of the com-
munity. We call upon all our
members and supports to rallv

alist. He knew dockers all over
the world, kept in touch with and
organised support for their
struggles.

He always put more into the
movement than he got out of it.

In the 1984-85 miners’ strike
Mickie was in the leadership of
the two-week unofficial dock
strike in support of the miners.
He was always going around,
bucket in hand, making solidar-
ity collections.

Later he became active in
Women Against Pit Closures.

After the 1989 sacking, a
number of shop stewards and
other activists, including Mickie,
took their case for unlawful dis-
missal through the Industrial
Tribunal. It took four years!

Their case was proved, but
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they were not reinstated With
the money he received in com-
pensation he took his whole fam-
ily on a world tour. They visted
his dockworker comrades in
many countries, including Aus-
tralia.

Recently in the last nine
months of the Liverpool dockers’
dispute Mickie became active in

the London Support Group. He
chaired two public meetings, took
part in pickets, and went with a
delegation of Liverpool dockers
to France.

He was proud to see that
Jimmy Nolan, chair of the Unof-
ficial Port Shop Stewards Com-
mittee, and the other stewards
were leading a fight against casu-
alisation and anti-trade-union
laws.

Liverpool

It was fitting that Mickie’s
family requested that there be no
flowers at his funeral and that
tributes should be made by way
of contributions to the L1verpool
dockers.

Mickie was a cultured man,
who fought for standards of
behaviour and relations between
people of equality and trust. He
fearlessly marched in front of a
demonstration in opposition to
those London dockers who struck
in support of the racist propa-
ganda of right-wing Tory Enoch
Powell.

He not only knew and loved
London’s East End, where he was
born and lived throughout his
life: he knew it intimately. He was
able to take a recent ANC delega-
tion on a tour, showing them
where Lenin held his meetings,
got his paper printed and where
Marx had lived and worked.

He was somewhat dour, not
one to tell a joke. But there was
always that wry grin. He was
known and respected by one and
all as ‘straight as a die’ and com-
pletely honest. He was compas-
sionate but not sentimental.

He loved deeply, and was pro-
foundly proud of, his wife Denise
and his five children. He was a
good friend and a good comrade.

We are proud to have known
him.

Kevin Hussey, Frankie Shilling,
Colin Coughlin, Dot Gibson
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US scraps welfare

US PRESIDENT Bill Clinton has agreed to the most
dramatic changes to the US welfare aid programme

since the 1930s.

Critics have warned that the Clinton-backed steps will plunge an

additional 5 million people into
poverty. More than 1 million of
them will be children.

The heart of the new measures
involve:

M Restriction of welfare pay-
ments to two years after which
no benefits at all will be avail-
able.

M Imposition of a life-time
limit of five years on welfare
payments to any family.

Right-wing Republican
speaker of the House of Repre-
sentatives, Newt Gingrich, is the
driving force behind this dra-
matic change in social policy.

Clinton was immediately con-
demned even by elements in his
own party, including Senator
Daniel Patrick Moynihan of New

BY GEOFF PILLING

York, who called the measures
‘the most brutal act of social
policy since Reconstruction’.

The bill shifts responsibility
for welfare from federal to state
governments. At the moment
states administer welfare pro-
grammes but their funds are
topped up by the Federal govern-
ment if the numbers they have to
deal with rise and they therefore
run out of money.

The new bill means that once a
state’s money is exhausted it will
either have to raise extra taxes or
to cut back on provision.

If states choose, they can slash

spending to the bone and thereby
force the poor into other areas of
the country in a manner reminis-
cent of John Steinbeck’s classic
novel of 1930s depression
America, Grapes of Wrath.

From now on there will be far
less money to play with, with
states getting £35billion less over
the next six years. Most of the cut
back is in money for food stamps
on which millions of the poorest
people in the US depend for sur-

vival
Rust

Areas which would be hardest
hit are those of the great rust
belts in Michigan, where indus-
try has closed down as US firms
have lost out in the fierce com-
petitive battle with industries in
Japan and the Pacific Rim.

Immigrants would come
under the hammer for the new

measures withdraw benefits for
all legal immigrants yet to
become citizens.

The representatives of big
business not surprisingly wel-
come the Clinton-backed bill. An
editorial in the Wall Street Jour-
nal (2-3 August), significantly
titled ‘It’s over’, said:

‘With the repeal of an auto-
matic federal entitlement, wel-
fare as America has known it for
30 years is over.

‘The 60-year Democratic phi-
losophy of social welfare as a fed-
eral responsibility has been
broken.’

And this organ of the banks
and big business added:

‘The important thing this
week is to recognise that some-
thing happened that transcends
the daily, often numbing, grind-
ing mill of Washington politics.

‘It may be only coincidence
that a half-century of welfare

policy is being changed pro-
foundly on the eve of the 21st cen-
tury. But the significance is
impossible to miss. This is a big
deal indeed.

Elections

Clinton’s acceptance of this
Republican-sponsored bill is no
doubt motivated by the coming
November presidential elections.

But the scrapping of the New
Deal welfare system goes far
deeper than that. For it shows
that not even the most powerful
capitalist state can afford the sort
of welfare system that it allowed
even in the slump of the 1930s.

All the leading capitalist
countries, including the United
States, are now suffering from
such severe structural imbal-
ances in their state finances that
they are unable to maintain the
sort of welfare benefits, inad-

equate though they were, that
they have been paying out since
the end of World War IL

Clinton’s brutal measures
throw down a challenge to the
whole American labour move-
ment.

The working class interna-
tionally is now at a decisive
turning point in its development,
and the working class of the
United States is no exception.

The Democratic Party has in
the past pretended to be ‘the
friend of labour’ and the most dis-
advantaged sections of society,
and it has traditionally received
backing from decisive sections of
the trade union bureaucracy.

Clinton has now brutally
exposed the party for what it
really is, a party of the ruling
class which is now driven to
destroy the benefits of millions of
workers as well as significant
sections of the middle class.

Dare the Indonesian
dictators dismount?

BY CHARLIE POTTINS

AFTER ruling Indonesia with a
rod of iron for over 30 years, Gen-
eral Suharto’s military clique
confront a dilemna.

It is riding one of south-east
Asia’s biggest ‘tigers’ — a popula-
tion approaching 200 million,
whose Gross Domestic Product
has soared from $100 to $900 per
head in 25 years.

But foreign capitalists who
have invested billions in Indone-
sia's cheap labour and expensive,
corrupt military regime are anx-
iously asking whether the dicta-
torship can safely dismount.

After removing Megawati
Sukarnoputri, daughter of the
country’s first president, as
leader of the main legal opposi-
tion Indonesian Democratic
Party (PDI), and evicting her sup-
porters from the PDI headquar-

ters, the regime was hit by riots
in Jakarta, the capital, at the end
of last month.

As government buildings and
banks blazed, the Suharto regime
sent in troops, with British-made
Tactica armoured vehicles, and
some reports say, Scorpion tanks.

Over 250 arrests were made,
including union leader Mukhtar
Pakpahan, charged with ‘subver-
sion’. Pakpahan was a guest of the
British TUC last year after
release from a previous sentence.

Protested

The International Confedera-
tion of Free Trade Unions has
protested, and US human rights
groups have demanded an arms
embargo on Indonesia.

The regime has blamed the
opposition People’s Democratic
Party and banned ‘communists’
for the riots.

Around 500,000 people were

killed in military-organised
pogroms against communists,
trade unionists and peasant
activists 30 years ago.

Many  people remained
incarcerated in camps for dec-
ades, and Marxist literature is
banned.

In recent years the regime has
massacred opponents in East
Timor, which it seized in 1975, but
as well as resistance there, it has
faced increasingly defiant trade
union opposition in the factories
(many contracted to Western
firms), and students demanding
democratic rights.

Bright-lit shops and signs of
wealth exacerbate the anger of
Indonesia’s poor. But army offic-
ers enriched by bribes fear that
relaxing their methods of rule
would expose them to retribution
from those they have oppressed,
as well as loss of their ill-gotten
gains.

Timor thanks ‘Seeds of Hope’ women:
‘You did it without firing a single shot’

WHILE they were in Risley
prison awaiting trial, the four
women who took their hammers
to a Hawk jet fighter destined for
Indonesia received an important
message.

Jose Ramos-Horta, a leading
spokesperson for the resistance
movement against Indonesian
occupation in East Timor, was

paying a lecture visit to London
when he heard about the ‘Seeds of
Hope' women who wrecked
Hawk number ZH 955 at British
Aerospace’s Warton test site.

BAe gained a £500 million con-
tract to supply Hawks to Indone-
sia in 1993, backed by the British
government. Indonesian Air Mar-
shall Sibun said the planes would
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be used not just for training but
for ‘emergency air-to-ground
attacks’.

Inspired by the Biblical vision
of ‘beating swords into
ploughshares’, Lotta Kronlid,
Andrea Needham, Joanna Wilson
and Angie Zelter wrecked the
Hawk’s nose cone, radar, and
bomb attachments. It was the
third such action in Britain, and
the 56th around the world.

Ramos-Horta wrote: ‘Dear
Lotta, Andrea, Jo and Angie,

‘There are no words, lan-
guage, rich enough to enable me
to express my emotions and
gratitude for your generosity
and courage in standing up to
the mighty British arms indus-
try.

Missions

‘The people of East Timor
will always remember the four
women who disabled a British
fighter plane on the ground,
before it took off for its bomb-
ing missions.

‘In 20 years of resistance, we
were never able to shoot down
an aircraft. You did it without
even firing a single shot and
without hurting the pilot.

‘I will be ready and more
than happy to appear in court to
testify. In the meantime, keep
up your courage. Justice will
prevail! A big hug to you all”

&

Demonstration in J

akarta, 1 August

Labour, the FO, and Indonesia

THE British Foreign Office
backed right-wing army officers
who seized control of Indonesia
in 1965 and massacred up to half a
million people.

It happened during Harold
Wilson’s Labour government.

It has long been known that
America’s Central Intelligence
Agency (CIA) was involved in the
30 September 1965 coup.

In a book published two years
before the coup, former CIA
officer William Kintner warned
that ‘Indonesia may be the first
south-east Asia country to be
taken over by a popularly-based,
legally-elected communist gov-
ernment.

The CIA’s answer was that the
military must be encouraged to
Tliquidate’ communist move-
ments. General Suharto, Indone-
sia’s dictator since 1965, trained in
‘Civic Mission’ — political mobili-
sation — at the Indonesian Army
Staff and Command School
(SESKOAD) under a US military
aid programme.

British forces were engaged in
the ‘confrontation’ with Indone-
sian-backed rebels in Brunei, and
on the Malaysian border.

In March 1965 a letter said to
be from British ambassador Sir
Andrew Gilchrist * appeared,
referring to a US and British con-
spiracy, ‘together with local army

friends’, to topple President
Sukarno. The letter was damned
asa forgery.

But Foreign Office documents
quoted recently by writer Mark
Curtis (‘British role in slaughter
of 500,000°, Observer, 28 July) sug-
gest that if the Gilchrist letter
was not genuine, it was remark-
ably close.

In a letter to London the
ambassador remarked: ‘I have
never concealed from you my
belief that a little shooting in
Indonesia would be an essential
preliminary to effective
change.’

Arrangements

General Suharto had con-
tacted Malaysian, and hence Brit-
ish, officials. The political adviser
to the British commander in Sin-
gapore recommended ‘arrange-
ments for distribution of certain
unattributable material’ through
the media.

From Malaysia to New York,
stories appeared in the papers
about China smuggling arms to
the Indonesian Communist Party
(PKI).

The Foreign Office advised
Gilehrist: ‘While the present con-
fusion continues, we can hardly
go wrong by tacitly backing the
generals’
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Referring to the border ‘con-
frontation’, Gilchrist suggested
‘We should get word to the gener-
als that we shall not attack them
while they are chasing the PK
[Indonesian Communist Partyl’

The Indonesian army with:
drew reliable crack units from
the border to Java that summer.

According to Edward Lutt
wak, (Coup d’etat: A practica
handbook, Allan Lane), ‘thougt
Communist-infiltrated arms;
units were very powerful thes
were in the wrong place; while
they sat in the Borneo jungles the
anti-Communist paratroops anc
marines took over Jakarta, anc
the country.’

Although the ‘confrontation
began under the Tories, Labous
was in office at the time of ths
Indonesian coup.

The Foreign Secretary fron
January 1965 to 1970 was Michae
Stewart, who had been Attlee’
under-secretary for War during
the Malayan ‘Emergency’ (the
suppression of Communist Party
led guerrillas).

Labour’s responsibility didn’
end then and there. When back
bench MP Alice Mahon tried
challenge the Hawks deal in par
liament, Labour whips smoth
ered the issue, arguing the part;
mustn’t prejudice jobs at Britisl
Aerospace.



