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‘Law & order

Safety
glass

sack
threat

BY A WORKERS PRESS
CORRESPONDENT

FRESH SUPPORT for
Pilkington’s St  Helens
glassworkers frei other
sections of the trade
union movement is again
urgently needed.

Company threats of possible
34 per cent redundancy at the

key Triplex safety-glass plant
—on 4 ‘last in, first out’ basis

—is an almost breathtakingly [

arrogant attempt to make
Pilkington workers pay for
the seven-week-long strike
which ended last Friday.

It is little better than a
public reward for strike-
breaking.

Challenge

Like the government, com-
pany, union, mass-media and
clerical attempts to end the
strike this is a challenge
to working-class solidarity
throughout the Merseyside
and S Lancashire area.

Caughey, Triplex
works’ convenor and chair-
man of the glassworkers’
rank-and-file committee, said
after Tuesday’s breakdown in
talks with the management ‘if
this is not victimization, I
don’t know what is’.

Gerry

Pilkington’s own intentions
were spelt out, at the govern-
ment’s court of inquiry into
the dispute in Liverpool last
week, by Triplex managing
director Mr Geoffrey Iley.

350 to go
Loss of orders could mean
350 of the plant’s 1,200

workers would have to go, he
said.

Production targets have
already taken a 33} per cent
cut-back — from 240,000 to
160,000 pieces of glass — and
changes in shift-patterns will
mean a £5 wage-cut for most
Triplex workers.

Triplex is being sorted out,
of course, for one very good
capitalist reason; it 1is the
plant linked most intimately
with motor industry require-
ments.

Glass companies in Europe
and elsewhere who met Ford's
and others’ need during the

strike will, of course, have
demanded longer-term con-
tracts in order to ensure

economic production runs.

Burden
This being the case, the
Triplex workers are being

asked to take the burden not
only of Pilkington’s own prob-
lems, but of the expensive
strike-breaking arrangements
of the big car bosses.

"If the Trades Union Con-
gress were serious about its
‘no victimization’ agreement
with the rank-and-file St
Helens’ committee last Friday
night, it would force the
General and Municipal
Workers' leadership to back
official strike action immedi-
ately the first glassworker is
put outside the factory gate.

THE TORY PARTY and its press are desper-
ately trying to get a so-called ‘law and order’
campaign off the ground in order to stampede
voters into endorsing their anti-working-class
policies on June 18. |

Like Richard Nixon in the United
States, they aim to generate agitation
and create an entirely phoney picture
of a monster crime wave engulfing the

nation.

The purpose of this campaign has
nothing to do with crime. Its main
target is the trade unions, which the
Tories and the employers want at all
costs to bring under the control of the

judiciary.

Deprived of the opportunity to make
capital out of the white S African cricket

tour, the press has now
a new tack.

Yesterday's ‘Times’, for example, carried
an article ‘The Fears of women in Clapham’,

by Christopher Warman,

results of a ‘survey’ by the Clapham Tories.
The survey concluded that ‘women living

in Clapham, S London, are

Clapham Common at night for fear of attack’.

This, on the face of it,

prising since the Common is a large unlit
open field, but it hardly amounts to evidence
of the crime wave the Tories profess to

see in it.

Indeed, Jean Lucas,

election agent, told Workers Press yester-
day that the survey was not evidence of
women being attacked on the Commeon,

In fact, she said, the Tories
have no such evidence.

This is not surprising either,

QOur reporter was unable to
find reports in local news-
paper files of night-time
attacks on women on the
Common over the past two
months.

Clearly ‘The Times’ article
is based on nothing more than
the opinions of 300 people
picked off the electoral
register by the local ‘law-
and-order’ brigade.

Platform

Yet it provides the local
Tory candidate, Mr William
Shelton, with a platform for
his right-wing, pro-police
views: -

‘It is disgraceful if people
are afraid to walk across
the Common [in fact the
survey showed that three-
quarters of the women
interviewed would be afraid
to walk over the Common
alone and at night]. Some-
thing has to be done.

‘I believe an increased
police force is the answer.

@ PAGE FOUR COL. 7

campaign a
Tory fraud

BY JOHN SPENCER
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PRESS REPORTS of the
night telephonists’ strike
at London’s Wren House
international exchange
were condemned by strike
committee members yes-
terday as they moved for
supporting action by day
staff.

“The central point that trig-
gered off the strike,” commit-
tee member Dick Evans told
the Workers Press, ‘was a so-
called strike by membeérs of
the National Guild of Tele-
phonists — involving a with-
drawal from switchboard
duties of up to two hours.

‘In our opinion local man-

Israeli attacks deepen

A SMALL force of Israeli
tanks and half-tracks crossed
the Lebanon border again
yesterday morning and occu-
pied positions on command-
.ing heights.

This continues the an-
nounced Israeli -policy to
‘police’ both sides of the
border area against Arab
guerrilla attacks.

The aim is to force the

Lebanese government to
take action against the
guerrillas.

Israeli action has also
blocked the movement of
refugees from the area,
which began after the

Israeli bombardment of their
villages at the week-end.

Beirut was paralysed on
Tuesday by a general strike,
called to protest at the
government’s inaction in re-
plying to the attacks.

Some 30,000 refugees have
now fled from the border
area, many of them of the
Shiite Moslem sect.

Lebanese
Crisis
By a foreign correspondent

Sect Ieader Imam Moussa
el Sadr, addressing a meet-
ing in Beirut on Tuesday,
said :

‘If nothing is done in the
next 15 days, the people of
the South will move into
the homes and palaces of
the rich.”

The Lebanese Premier,
Rashid Karami, announced
earlier this week that the
government were consider-
ing asking for Tunisian and
Moroccan troops to help
defend the country.

This is to avoid the ques-
tion of Syrian or Egyptian
forces taking on this job.

The Lebanese ruling class
is scared of such defenders
as much as of the guerrillas.

s

Union ‘inaction’
 -telephonists

claim

agement was in collusion with
this.

“What’s really at issue is a
long history of complete in-
difference of the Union of
Post Office Workers’ execu-
tive  towards telephonists’
problems — particularly over-
seas telephonists’ problems.

Reports wrong

‘Contrary to many of the
reports that have appeared in
the Fleet Street press, the
total UPW membership on
the night staff at the inter-
national exchange are out on
strike, and this may now be
extended to the day staff —
which is 98 per cent UPW.,

‘The strike was extended to |

what’s called Section. 2A, in
Faraday Buildings, last night.’

The telephonists say that
they have had strong support
for their action from Con-
tinental exchanges.

LENIN
CENTENARY

SWINDON

Sunday, May 31, 7.30 p.m.
‘Theory and practice and the
revolutionary party’

Sunday, June 7, 7.30 p.m.
‘Lenin and the coming English
revolution’

OXFORD HOTEL
Corner of Groundwell Rd

Speaker: Gerry Healy,
national secretary, Socialist

Labour League
Admission 2s

Kremlin
keeps

Cam
link

FOREIGN CORRESPONDENT

e

AS SAIGON officials negotiated the re-
opening of diplomatic relations with
Cambodia—severed in 1963—the Soviet
bureaucracy continues to uphold its
policy of diplomatic collaboration with
the pro-Nixon regime in Phnom Penh.

‘Moscow Radio’ has broad-
cast the text-of the statement
made to the Lon Nol regime
by the Soviet Ambassador in
Phnom Penh, Sergey Kud-
ryavtsev earlier this week.

It reflects the Kremlin
bureaucracy’s anxiety to avoid
a break with the US-puppet
regime:

‘The Soviet Union has
always had high esteem of the
peaceful neutralist policy that
was earlier conducted by
Cambodia, and its struggle for
peace, against imperialist
aggression.

‘It is convinced that this
policy is in keeping with Cam-
bodia’s genuine long-term
interests . . .’

Diplomatic

No direct threat is made to
break off diplomatic relations
with this creature of the CIA.

Instead there is a vague
reference to the ‘Soviet Union

. following the develop-
ment of the situation in Cam-
bodia . ..’ ’

China, N Vietnam and N
Korea broke off diplomatic
relations with Phnom Penh
three weeks ago, extending
full diplomatic recognition to
Sihanouk’s government-in-
exile, which the Kremlin, des-
pite an appeal from Sihanouk
himself, has refused to do.

This is how Stalinist diplo-
macy aids imperialism in SE
Asia. It is the logical outcome
of ‘peaceful co-existence’.

Bernadett
Deviin Sued
for fibel

BERNADETTE DEVLIN, In-
dependent MP for Mid-Ulster,
is to be sued for libel by
an Eire policeman, Patrick
Moriarty,

The case arises from her
allegation on Dublin television
that she had been assaulted
during a demonstration in
Dublin against the Springboks’
rugby tour in January.

The television company,
RTE, is also being sued, the
writs being answerable in the
Dublin High Court within
the next three weeks.

odia

London Stock Exchange had

its worst week since the
November 1967 devaluation
crisis.

BY PETER JEFFRIES

MR PAUL W. McCRAKEN’S
statement of yesterday, as
President of Nixon’s Council
of Economic Advisers, that he
anticipated a ‘brighter year’s
end for the economy’ was
made to look decidedly like
whistling in the dark in the
light of Wall Street’s con-
tinuing decline,

So far this week 30 points
have been slashed from the
Dow Jones Index and the
growing confidence crisis in
Nixon’s ability to halt the
slide has infected world
markets.

The slide on the Tokyo
exchanges continued yesterday
when the index fell 17 points
to bring a three day loss
totalling around 80 points.

London has had its worst
week since the November
1967 sterling devaluation with
millions being wiped off all
the leading industrials. '

Behind the drop in Wall St
share prices is the continuing
inflation and the slump in
corporate profits. Until both
these are tackled by Nixon,
there will be no upturn for
stocks or a restoration of
confidence.

Related

Ultimately share prices are
related to dividend Ilevels
which, in turn, depend upon
the rate of surplus value
extracted from the working
class.

An enormous quantity of
paper shares have been
created on the world’s stock
exchanges throughout the
boom which is now competing

for a shrinking quantity of

surplus value as profits are
hit from rising wages on the
one hand and tightening
credit on the other.

It is on this crucial profits
front that the US ruling class
faces its most serious crisis.

They are now involved  in

a desperate attempt to re-

verse the tendency of the
profit rate to fall, which Marx
showed to be the real source
of capitalist crisis.

So far this year American
unit labour costs have been
accelerating at an annual

® PAGE FOUR COL. 4

‘Lack of
confidence...
on where
we’re going’

-US BANKER

i

May £1,000 Appeal Fund
is now £8013s ad

SLOWLY BUT STEADILY we are drawing closer to the

target.

We pulled in £62 in yesterday’s post, which leaves us
with £198 16s 7d to find, approximately £50 a day.

We should complete the target by next Sunday—May
31—if all our kind readers do whatever they possibly
can to let us have their donations at once.

Post them to: Workers Press Appeal Fund, 186A
Clapham High Street, London, SW4.

CZECHOSLOVAKIA

Purge
runs into
difficulties

BY ROBERT BLACK

THE so-called ‘card exchange’ in the Czech Communist
Party—in reality a nationwide Stalinist purge—has run

into serious difficulties.
T L
I

UNOFFICIAL estimates of
those so far purged from the
Party with the ‘card ex-
change’ campaign still two
months to run vary from

250,000 to as high as 600,000.

This is out of a total Party
membership in 1969  of
1,500,000.

IR

DUCK
- STRIKE
OVER ‘NONS’

MORE than 2,000 dockers at
London’s Royal Group voted
overwhelmingly yesterday for
a national omne-day strike in
protest against the alleged
continual use of non-
registered labour by employers
in the Port of London.

B-Leyland profits down

Where’s the
anarchy now?

8Y A WORKERS PRESS REPORTER

BRITISH - LEYLAND
reported yesterday that
after-tax profits for the

last financial half-year
dropped ‘to £600,000.

This is compared to
£10 million for the
same period last year.
These latest figures are
not likely to restore con-
fidence in the combine,
which over the past week
has announced ‘totally un-
acceptable financial losses’
in one of its main factories
and a huge plunge in its
stock exchange value.

Last Saturday, Mr Raymond
Smart, director and general
manager of British-Leyland’s
truck and tractor factory at
Bathgate, W Lothian, informed
all employees that the com-
pany have suspended all fur-
ther investment in this
division, a statement that now
puts in question the jobs of
5,000 workers.

‘Grim’

‘Very grim’ was Smart's
comment on the situation.

Grimmer events were to
follow. On Tuesday, as stock
markets continued to fall, no
less than £22 million was
slashed from the company's
market value in one day.

Predictably Lord Stokes
blamed industrial disputes for
the poor results.

He said: ‘The biggest cur-
rént impact on our efforts is
being made by disputes in
companies which supply us
with vital components and
services.’ -

The economic recession is
now compounding BLMC's
prolonged crisis as it struggles

unsuccessfully to compete in
shrinking world markets.

Its antiquated structure and
total lack of product-planning
result in cars which are ex-
pensive to produce and yield
little profit.

Lord Stokes has also
attempted to cover over the
gross inefficiency of the BLMC
managément by jumping on
the ‘law-and-order’ bandwagon
and howling for anti-union
legislation to deal with ‘in-
dustrial anarchy’.

_ Speech after speech has
issued from the noble lord’s
lips along these lines.

Figures

Every British-Leyland wor-
ker can now see that the only
anarchy is the capitalist an-
archy which threatens to
plunge the system into de-
pression and mass unemploy-
ment,

Lord Stokes is very fond of
quoting figures on production
losses.
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Saturday May 30
Speaker
DAVID MERCER
(Playwright)
on
‘Theatre, socialism and
culture’

THIS WEEKEND

Young Socialists School

‘Significance of Lenin today’

Also discotheque on Saturday evening and films

WINTER GARDENS PAVILION,
EASTBOURNE

Cost.£2 10s, including bed and breakfast, fares and school.
Details from: Young Socialists, 186a, Clapham High Street,
London, S.W.4.

Launched with an official
announcement in ‘Rude Pravo’
on February 3, the Party
Central Committee (already
purged of all anti-Husak ele-
ments) admitted:

“You know only too well
that complex developments
and crisis situations, above all
during the past two years,
strongly affected the activity,
attitude and views of many
communists and whole Party
organizations.

‘For all the measures adop-
ted by the Party’s Central
Committee  w date and the
partial results achieved, the
main task has yet to be ful-
filled.’

After nearly four months of
the . ‘card exchange’ campaign,
the class nature of the resis-
tance to the Husak regime has
become quite clear.

Before the purge began,
workers made up 32 per cent
of the Czech Communist
Party’s membership. Now it
stands at 22.8 per cent, while
in Prague itself, the pro-
portion has fallen to 16.5.

So despite the Czech Stalin-
ists’ shrill claims that the
opposition to Husak is based
on the middle -class—the
intellectuals, students etc.—
the figures tell a different
story. .

Thousands of worker-Party
members have simply turned
their backs on the bureau-
cracy.

CONTEMPT

Their contempt for Stalin-
ism is admitted by a Party
functionary at the Vitkovice
Steel Works in Ostrava:

‘Technicians come to the
interviews sufficiently well
prepared, their replies to ques-
tions well founded, giving the
impression that they have
never been mistaken.

‘On the other hand, the
workers speak openly and do
not conceal things and I am
personally afraid that this
frankness might cause some of
these comrades to be expelled
from the Party.’

Other Party workers have
simply handed in their cards,
refusing to attend these
Stalinist inquisitions so remi-
niscent of the post-war Party
purges under Gottwald and
Novotny.

TYPICAL

Earlier this week, Prague
Radio broadcast an account by
a Stalinist teacher of a typical
‘interview’ organized at his
school:

‘I took part in several inter-
views and I was not satisfied
. . . They welcomed January
[1968], they were influenced
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Sunday May 31

Speaker
CLIFF SLAUGHTER
(SLL Central Committee)
on




Safety
glass
sack

threat

BY A WORKERS PRESS
CORRESPONDENT

FRESH SUPPORT for
Pilkington’s St  Helens
glassworkers from other
sections of the trade
union movement is again
urgently needed.

Company threats of possible
34 per cent redundancy at the
key Triplex safety-glass plant
—on a ‘last in, first out’ basis
—is an almost breathtakingly
arrogant attempt to make
Pilkington workers pay for
the seven-week-long strike
which ended last Friday.

It is little better than a
public reward for strike-
breaking.

Challenge

Like the government, com-
pany, union, mass-media and
clerical attempts to end the
strike this is a challenge
to working-class solidarity
throughout the Merseyside
and S Lancashire area.

Caughey, Triplex
works’ convenor and chair-
man of the glassworkers’
rank-and-file committee, said
after Tuesday’s breakdown in
talks with the management ‘if
this is not victimization, I
don’t know what is’.

Gerry

Pilkington’s own intentions
were spelt out, at the govern-
ment’s court of inquiry into
the dispute in Liverpool last
week, by Triplex managing
director Mr Geoffrey Iley.

350 to go
Loss of orders could mean
350 of the plant’s 1,200

workers would have to go, he
said.

Production targets have
already taken a 334 per cent
cut-back — from 240,000 to
160,000 pieces of glass — and
changes in shift-patterns will
mean a £5 wage-cut for most
Triplex workers.

Triplex is being sorted out,
of course, for one very good
capitalist reason; it is the
plant linked most intimately
with motor industry require-
ments.

Glass companies in Europe
and elsewhere who met Ford's
and others’ need during the

strike will, of course, have
demanded longer-term con-
tracts in order to ensure

economic production runs.

Burden
This being the case, the
Triplex workers are being

asked to take the burden not
only of Pilkington’s own prob-
lems, but of the expensive
strike-breaking arrangements
of the big car bosses.

‘If the Trades Union Con-
gress were serious about its
‘no victimization’ agreement
with the rank-and-file St
Helens’ committee last Friday
night, it would force the
General and Municipal
Workers’ leadership to back
official strike action immedi-
ately the first glassworker is
put outside the factory gate.

THE TORY PARTY and its press are desper-
ately trying to get a so-called ‘law and order’
campaign off the ground in order to stampede
voters into endorsing their anti-working-class

policies on June 18.

Like Richard Nixon in the United
States, they aim to generate agitation
and create an entirely phoney picture
of a monster crime wave engulfing the
nation.

The purpose of this campaign has
nothing to do with crime. Its main
target is the trade unions, which the
Tories and the employers want at all
costs to bring under the control of the
judiciary. '

Deprived of the opportunity to make
capital out of the white S African cricket
tour, the press has now embarked on
a new tack.

Yesterday’s ‘Times’, for example, carried
an article ‘The Fears of women in Clapham’,
by Christopher Warman, describing the
results of a ‘survey’ by the Clapham Tories.

The survey concluded that ‘women living
in Clapham, S London, are afraid to cross
Clapham Common at night for fear of attack’.

This, on the face of it, is hardly sur-
prising since the Common is a large unlit
open field, but it hardly amounts to evidence
of the crime wave the Tories profess to
see in it.

Indeed, Jean Lucas, Clapham Tory
election agent, told Workers Press yester-
day that the survey was not evidence of
women being attacked on the Commeon.

‘Law & order

ampaign a
Tory fraud

BY JOHN SPENCER

OTOs
stand by
secretary

MEMBERS of the Union of
Post Office Workers’ branch
committee at London’s Electra
House overseas telegraph
headquarters have rebuffed
appeals from the " union’s
executive to elect a replace-
ment for their suspended
branch secretary Ron Beak.

‘We’ve no intention of
letting things rest here’, com-
mented committee member
Bob Eccles outside UPW
headquarters yesterday after-
noon.

‘Support has been rolling
in—particularly from other
minority grades in the union
—for the stand we’ve taken.’

Beak’s appeal against a
two-year  suspension from
office for circulating a secret
Department of Employment
and Productivity report on
Electra House amongst mem-
bers of his branch was
rejected by the union’s con-
ference last week.

In fact, she said, the Tories
have no such evidence.

This is not surprising either.

Our reporter was unable to
find reports in local news-
paper files of night-time
attacks on women on the
Common over the past two
months.

Clearly ‘The Times' article
is based on nothing more than
the opinions of 300 people
picked off the electoral
register by the local ‘law-
and-order’ brigade.

Platform

Yet it provides the local
Tory candidate, Mr William
Shelton, with a platform for
his right-wing, pro-police
views:

‘It is disgraceful if people
are afraid to walk across
the Common [in fact the
survey showed that three-
quarters of the women
interviewed would be afraid
to walk over the Common
alone and at night]. Some-
thing has to be done.

‘I believe an increased
police force is the answér.
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PRESS REPORTS of the
night telephonists’ strike
at London’s Wren House
international exchange
were condemned by strike
committee members yes-
terday as they moved for
supporting action by day
staff.

‘The central point that trig-
gered off the strike,” commit-
tee member Dick Evans told
the Workers Press, ‘was a so-
called strike by membeérs of
the National Guild of Tele-
phonists — involving a with-

drawal from switchboard
duties of up to two hours.

‘In our opinion local man-

Israeli attacks deepen

A SMALL force of Israeli
tanks and half-tracks crossed
the Lebanon border again
yesterday morning and occu-
pied positions on command-
.ing heights.

This continues the an-
nounced Israeli policy to
‘police’ both sides of the
border area against Arab
guerrilla attacks.

The aim is to force the

Lebanese government to
take action against the
guerrillas.

Israeli action has also

blocked the movement of
refugees from the area,
which began after the
Israeli bombardment of their
villages at the week-end.

Beirut was paralysed on
Tuesday by a general strike,
called to protest at the
government’s inaction in re
plying to the attacks.

Some 30,000 refugees have
now fled from the border
area, many of them of the
Shiite Moslem sect.

Lebanese
crisis
By a foreign correspondent

Sect leader Imam Moussa
el Sadr, addressing a meet-
ing in Beirut on Tuesday,
said :

‘If nothing is done in the
next 15 days, the people of
the South will move into
the homes and palaces of
the rich.’

The Lebanese Premier,
Rashid Karami, announced
earlier this week that the
government were consider-
ing asking for Tunisian and
Moroccan troops to help
defend the country.,

This is to avoid the ques-
tion of Syrian or Egyptian
forces taking on this job.

The Lebanese ruling class
is scared of such defenders
as much as of the guerrillas.

.

Union ‘inaction’
-telephonists

claim

agement was in collusion with
this.

‘What’s really at issue is a
long history of complete in-
difference of the Union of
Post Office Workeérs’ execu-
tive  towards telephonists’
problems — particularly over-
seas telephonists’ problems.

Reports wrong

‘Contrary to many of the
reports that have appearéd in
the Fleet Street press, the
total UPW membership on
the night staff at the inter-
national exchange are out on
strike, and this may now be
extended to the day staff —
which is 98 per cent UPW.

‘The strike was extended to .

what’s called Section. 2A, in
Faraday Buildings, last night.’

The telephonists say that
they have had strong support
for their action from Con-
tinental exchanges.

LENIN
CENTENARY

SWINDON

Sunday, May 31, 7.30 p.m.
‘Theory and practice and the
revolutionary party’

Sunday, June 7, 7.30 p.m.
‘Lenin and the coming English
revolution’

OXFORD HOTEL
Corner of Groundwell Rd

Speaker: Gerry Healy,
national secretary, Socialist

Labour League
Admission 2s

Kremlin
keeps
'Cambodia
link

FOREIGN CORRESPONDENT

AS SAIGON officials negotiated the re-
opening of diplomatic relations with
Cambodia—severed in 1963—the Soviet
bureaucracy continues to uphold its
policy of diplomatic collaboration with
the pro-Nixon regime in Phnom Penh.

‘Moscow Radio’ has broad-
cast the text-of the statement
made to the Lon Nol regime
by the Soviet Ambassador in
Phnom Penh, Sergey Kud-
ryavtsev earlier this week.

It reflects the Kremlin
bureaucracy’s anxiety to avoid
a break with the US-puppet
regime:

‘The Soviet Union has
always had high esteem of the
peaceful neutralist policy that
was earlier conducted by
Cambodia, and its struggle for
peace, against imperialist
aggression.

‘It is convinced that this
policy is in keeping with Cam-
bodia’s genuine long-term
interests . . .’

Diplomatic

No direct threat is made to
break off diplomatic relations
with this creature of the CIA.

Instead there is a vague
reference to the ‘Soviet Union

. following the develop-
ment of the situation in Cam-
bodia . ..’ ’

China, N Vietnam and N
Korea broke off diplomatic
relations with Phnom Penh
three weeks ago, extending
full diplomatic recognition to
Sihanouk’s government-in-
exile, which the Kremlin, des-
pite an appeal from Sihanouk
himself, has refused to do.

This is how Stalinist diplo-
macy aids imperialism in SE
Asia. It is the logical outcome
of ‘peaceful co-existence’.

Bermadette
Deviin Sued
for libel

BERNADETTE DEVLIN, In-
dependent MP for Mid-Ulster,
is to be sued for libel by
an Eire policeman, Patrick
Moriarty.

The case arises from her
allegation on Dublin television
that she had been assaulted
during a demonstration in
Dublin against the Springboks’
rugby tour in January.

The television company,
RTE, is also being sued, the
writs being answerable in the
Dublin High Court within
the next three weeks.
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London Stock Exchange had

its worst week since the
November 1967 devaluation
crisis.

BY PETER JEFFRIES

MR PAUL W. McCRAKEN’S
statement of yesterday, as
President of Nixon’s Council
of Economic Adyvisers, that he
anticipated a ‘brighter year’s
end for the economy’ was
made to look decidedly like
whistling in the dark in the
light of Wall Street’s con-
tinuing decline.

So far this week 30 points
have been slashed from the
Dow Jones Index and the
growing confidence crisis in
Nixon’s ability to halt the
slide has infected world
markets.

The slide on the Tokyo
exchanges continued yesterday
when the index fell 17 points
to bring a three day loss
totalling around 80 points.

London has had its worst
week since the November
1967 sterling devaluation with
millions being wiped off all
the leading industrials. ' -

Behind the drop in Wall St
share prices is the continuing
inflation and the slump in
corporate profits. Until both
these are tackled by Nixon,
there will be no upturn for
stocks or a restoration of
confidence.

Related

Ultimately share prices are
related to dividend levels
which, in turn, depend upon
the rate of surplus value
extracted from the working
class.

An enormous quantity of
paper shares have been
created on the world’s stock
exchanges throughout the
boom which is now competing
for a shrinking quantity of
surplus value as profits are
hit from rising wages on the
one hand and tightening
credit on the other.

It is on this crucial profits
front that the US ruling class
faces its most serious crisis.

They are now involved in

a desperate attempt to re-’

verse the tendency of the
profit rate to fall, which Marx
showed to be the real source
of capitalist crisis. .
So far this year American
unit labour costs have been
accelerating at an annmal
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‘Lack of
confidence...
on where
we’re going’

-US BANKER

The dally organ of the

Central Committee of the

PRICE 6d.

May £1.000 Appeal Fund
iS now £8013s ad

SLOWLY BUT STEADILY we are drawing closer to the

target.

We pulled in £62 in yesterday’s post, which leaves us
with £198 16s 7d to find, approximately £50 a day.

We should complete the target by next Sunday—May
31—if all our kind readers do whatever they possibly
can to let us have their donations at once.

Post them to: Workers Press Appeal Fund, 186A
Clapham High Street, London, SW4.

CZECHOSLOVAKIA

Purge
runs into
difficulties

BY ROBERT BLACK

THE so-called ‘card exchange’ in the Czech Communist
Party—in reality a nationwide Stalinist purge—has run

into serious difficulties.
AN
f

UNOFFICIAL estimates of
those so far purged from the
Party with the ‘card ex-
change’ campaign still two
months to rum vary from

.250,000 to as high as 600,000.

This is out of a total Party
membership in 1969 of
1,500,000.

T T

DOCK
STRIKE
OVER ‘NONS’

MORE than 2,000 dockers at
London’s Royal Group voted
overwhelmingly yesterday for
a national one-day strike in
protest against the alleged
continual use of non-
registered labour by employers
in the Port of London.

B-Leyland profits down

Where’s the
anarchy now?

BY A WORKERS PRESS REPORTER

BRITISH - LEYLAND
reported yesterday that
after-tax profits for the

last financial half-year

dropped ‘to £600,000.
This is compared to
£10 million for the
same period last year.
These latest thigures are
not likely to restore con-
fidence in the combine,
which over the past week
has announced ‘totally un-
acceptable financial losses’
in one of its main factories
and a huge plunge in its
stock exchange value.

Last Saturday, Mr Raymond
Smart, director and general
manager of British-Leyland’s
truck and tractor factory at
Bathgate, W Lothian, informed
all employees that the com-
pany have suspended all fur-
ther investment in this
division, a statement that now
puts in question the jobs of
5,000 workers.

‘Grim’

‘Very grim’ was Smart’s
comment on the situation.

Grimmer events were to
follow. On Tuesday, as stock
markets continued to fall, no
less than £22 million was
slashed from the company’s
market value in one day.

Predictably Lord Stokes
blamed industrial disputes for
the poor results.

He said: ‘The biggest cur-
rént impact on our efforts is
being made by disputes in
companies which supply us
with vital components and
services.’ .

The economic recession is
now compounding BLMC's
prolonged crisis as it struggles

unsuccessfully to compete in
shrinking world markets.

Its antiquated structure and
total lack of product-planning
result in cars which are ex-
pensive to produce and yield
little profit.

Lord Stokes has also
attempted to cover over the
gross inefficiency of the BLMC
managément by jumping on
the ‘law-and-order’ bandwagon
and howling for anti-union
legislation to deal with ‘in-
dustrial anarchy’.

. Speech after speech has
issued from the noble lord’s
lips along these lines.

Figures

Every British-Leyland wor-
ker can now see that the only
anarchy is the capitalist an-
archy which threatens to
plunge the system into de-
pression and mass unemploy-
ment.

Lord Stokes is very fond of
quoting figures on production
losses.
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Saturday May 30
Speaker
DAVID MERCER
(Playwright)
on
‘Theatre, soclalism and
culture’

: THIS WEEKEND

Young Socialists School

‘Significance of Lenin today’
Also discotheque on Saturday evening and films

WINTER GARDENS PAVILION,
EASTBOURNE

Cost £2 10s, including bed and breakfast, fares and school.
Details from: Young Socialists, 186a, Clapham High Street,
London, S.W.4.

Launched with an official
announcement in ‘Rude Pravo’
on February 3, the Party
Central Committee (already
purged of all anti-Husak ele-
ments) admitted:

‘You know only too well
that complex developments
and crisis situations, above all
during the past two years,
strongly affected the activity,
attitude and views of many
communists and whole Party
organizations.

‘For all the measures adop-
ted by the Party’s Central
Committee' 3 date and the
partial results achieved, the
main task has yet to be ful-
filled.’

After nearly four months of
the . ‘card exchange’ campaign,
the class nature of the resis-
tance to the Husak regime has
become quite clear.

Before the purge began,
workers made up 32 per cent
of the Czech Communist
Party’s membership. Now it
stands at 22.8 per cent, while
in Prague itself, the pro-
portion has fallen to 16.5.

So despite the Czech Stalin-
ists’ shrill claims that the
opposition to Husak is based
on the middle class—the
intellectuals, students etc.—
the figures tell a different
story. °

Thousands of worker-Party
members have simply turned
their backs on the bureau-

cracy.
CONTEMPT

Their contempt for Stalin-
ism is admitted by a Party
functionary at the Vitkovice
Steel Works in Ostrava:

‘Technicians come to the
interviews sufficiently well
prepared, their replies to ques-
tions well founded, giving the
impression that they have
never been mistaken.

‘On the other hand, the
workers speak openly and do
not conceal things and I am
personally afraid that this
frankness might cause some of
these comrades to be expelled
from the Party.’

Other Party workers have
simply handed in their cards,
refusing to attend these
Stalinist inquisitions so remi-
niscent of the post-war Party
purges under Gottwald and
Novotny.

TYPICAL

Earlier this week, Prague
Radio broadcast an account by
a Stalinist teacher of a typical
‘interview’ organized at his
school:

‘I took part in several inter-
views and I was not satisfied
. . . They welcomed January
[1968], they were influenced
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Sunday May 31

Speaker

CLIFF SLAUGHTER
(SLL Central Committee)
on
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AS CORRECTLY fore-
cast in Workers Press
last December, the
National Economic
Development Council
report on large industrial
sites aims another blow
at construction workers.

Measures which lay the
basis for use of ‘predeterm-
ined’ work-study systems, for
Measured-Day Work and for
a giant reduction in the over-
all labour force of the
industry are proposed.

Planned shift work, a
‘rationalized’ pay system,
increased output using work-
study systems based on
information from a ‘data
bank’, decasualization based
on registration of workers
and increased control of
workers by employers and
unions through a national
agreement  and a national
joint council, are some of the
proposals put forward in the
final report published this
month. (‘Large Industrial
Sites’. HMSO £2 2s.)

Working
party

Drawn up by a working party
made up of employers, govern-
ment officials and union leaders,
the report covers work done by
50,000 workers, spread over some
40 to 50 major sites throughout
Britain.

These are mainly involved in
power station, steel works,
chemical plant or oil refinery
construction.

Significantly, the  working
party estimated that at any one
time, 12 per cent of the total
labour force is without work.

Another fact discovered was
that by far the major cause of
delays in construction are 'not due
to labour disputes, but to Ilate
changes in design, with late
delivery of materials and plant
running a close second.

One of the chief worries of
employers has been the increas-
ing size of building operations
which has led to work forces of
2,500 to 3,000 workers being
gathered together on a single
site.

The cost of hold-ups of work
on projects of this size is
enormous. The report puts the
capital cost alone of one week’s
delay in the oompletion of a
2,000 megawatt power station at
about £100,000 and the cost of
a month’s delay in the comple-
tion of a £15 million ‘refinery
‘might amount to £24 million’.

Shift
work

NNy

ON SHIFT WORK, the working
party notes that this is already
in operation on many sites, but
only as a method of reducing
immediate delays.

It advocates the planning of
shift work from the outset of
a project, using double and pos-
sibly treble shifts.

The working party commis-
sioned a special study by mem-
bers of the Cranfield School of
Management which estimated
that a net saving of £10 million
on a power station costing an
initial £100 million would be
possible with this type of work-
ing.

There is no doubt that the
employers have an eye on sub-
stantial reduotions ‘in hiring
costs of equipment by reducing
the building time with round-the-
clock operations.

Decasual-
ization

ON DECASUALIZATION, the
report concludes that ‘the pro-
vision of more stable employ-
ment would be the most import-
ant single step that the indus-
try could take to improve
employer/employee relations and
productivity’.

This outlook is similar to that
put forward under the Devlin
Scheme on the docks, where
‘decentralization’ has led to a
continuous run-down of the work
force in London since its original
implementation.

On the docks, permanency is
seen as applying to a small,
mobile labour force, moving
from job to job, working shifts
and being paid on the principle
of Measured-Day Work.

In this report, it is quite clear
that the working party is aiming
to prepare the way for the same
situation on the large sites; in
particular by leaving a large sec-
tion of workers outsidé the per-
manency arrangement:

Because of the uncertainty
of demand on individual contrac-
tors . . . and the fluctuation in
total demand on the industry, we
consider it impossible to provide
permanent employment for all,
but we suggest that by mid-1970
the industry as a whole (through
a register and through the
employment policies of individual
contractors) could offer perman-
ent employment to between
20,000 and 25,000 craftsmen, or
about three-quarters of crafts-
men at that time employed on
mechanical and electrical con-
struction} it would look to casual
men to provide only a quarter
of its skilled force.’

No mention is made of the
position of mates and labourers,
who at present number 15,000.

Presumably it is expected that
these will have been almost com-
pletely eliminated from the
industry on the basis of the
government’s policy of ending
pair working and of mechaniza-
tion reducing heavy labouring to
a minimum.

The only ‘permanency’ that is
being proposed here is perman-
ent unemployment for a large
section of the workers at present
in industry.

For those remaining, the work-
ing party makes it clear what
sort of registration it is advo-
cating when it speaks of the
‘promising example of the Elec-
trical Contracting Joint Indus-
try Board’s labour pool’."

X

Police clash
with strikers
outside the
giant BP
refinery site
at Grange-
mouth last
‘November.

The JIB is the body which
combines employers and union
leaders in the drive for ‘greater
productivity’ and ‘profitability’ in
electrical contracting and which
can withdraw welfare benefits,
and impose fines on workers up
to £100 for various so-called
misdemeanours.

Another advantage seen for
permanency is the breaking down
of demarcation practices, which,
it is claimed, are mainly a pro-
duct of insecurity of employ-
ment.

A fight against this break-up
of demarcation was one of the
features of the violent Grange-
mouth dispute in Scotland.

Five hundred boilermakers
were on strike for nine weeks,
but were sold out by their
executive, which had agreed to
the new working system.

Only 253 boilermakers were
taken back afterwards, the rest
being pronounced ‘surplus to
requirements’.

Work
study

ORI

ON WORK STUDY, the work-
ing party wants to see such
methods spread  throughout
industry and says:

‘We recommend the greater
use of work study to improve
working methods and to assist
in establishing planning and
control.’

This is based on the claim
that on the sites: ‘men are
actively working for about half
of their working day’ and is just

another way of saying that work

study is expected to make opera-
tives work twice as fast as at
present.

The proposal to set up a
‘data bank’ of work-study infor-
mation is no more a proposal
to introduce a system of pre-
determined times for all opera-
tions.

Workers on any one site would
be presented with times for jobs
which had been obtained ‘else-
where’ and which are claimed as
national averages for any par-
ticular task.

This is to link up with the
proposals on pay.

The working party considers
the existing pay situation as
‘chaotic’ with ‘absence of con-
trol’ on many sites:

‘. . . the real bargaining in
earnings is a constant conforma-
tion between shop stewards and
managers. This incessant bicker-
ing over targets is at the root
of many labour disputes and
contribute to the anomalies and
disorder we deplore.’

Of course, what is really
‘deplored’ here is the system by
which workers continually fight
for, and win increases in pay, or
what the 1968 PIB reports on
the building industry referred to
as ‘wage drift’.

The employers want an end
to this, and to introduce instead,
controlled payments.

The report sets out a system
which prepares the way for new
methods of payment.

It advises, as a first step, the
fixing of

‘(a) a national time rate, and
(b) either:

(i) incentive payment
earnings derived from
a bonus scheme agreed
formally at site level;
or

(ii) where incentive
schemes do not apply,
a ‘productivity allow-
ance’ agreed at site
level, containing speci-

more effective use of
labour.’

The control over. bonus would
be based on the ‘gearing’ of
bonus payments to the informa-
tion of the ‘data bank’.

This section adds that:

‘Provision should be made
under either arrangement for the
control of unnecessary overtime.’

' With regulation of bonuses

and cuts in overtime, the employ-
er could bring about substan-
tial cuts in take-home pay for
all workers.

Bonus
earnings

TR

Generally, a large amount of
overtime is worked on these
sites (between 10 and 15 hours
a week) while bonus earnings
can make up a large part of
pay. (£8.5 average for erector/
riggers, £8.2 for welders).

The long-term aim is put at:

‘A “high” consolidated rate
applicable without variation on
all sites and precluding further
incentive payments.’

In the short term, then, tradi-
tional bonus schemes are to be
converted to ‘controlled’ work-
studied ‘productivity’ incentive
schemes.

In the long-term this is to
become Measured-Day Work
based on a pre-determined
motion-time system. But the
NEDC working party is not
happy about the prospects of
bringing about these changes
without a change in the ‘indus-
trial relations’ position on the
sites.

Here, the main recommenda-

- tion is that cilents (those com-

missioning the construction),
should take a major share of the
control of operations:

‘In our view the client should
no longer stand aloof from the
way the site is managed.’

The recommendation made is
that a special employers’ oouncil
should be set up to intervene in
industrial relations, to fix the
terms of incentive schemes and
productivity deals, and also to
discipline any ‘rogue’ employers.

These might include a contrac-
tor who attempts to ‘buy his way
out of trouble when faced with
a militant work force and the
collapse of his management con-
trols’.

Also advised is the basing of
all .site bargaining on the terms
of a national agreement drawn
up between employers and
unions.

This would fix wage levels,
encourage mobility between sites

fic provisions for the’

and it would also mean that ‘the
authority of the official leader-
ship of the unions would be
strengthened’.

The national agreement would
lay down guidelines where
bonus systems were in operation
covering

‘The method of “gearing” the
system of work measurement,
and the total earnings to be
expected for standard perform-
ance.’

The report also suggests the
setting up of a mnational joint
council made up of employers
and union officials to regulate the
working of the national agree-
ment. et

This would have the backing
of the Department of Employ-
ment and Productivity (DEP)
and the TUC and the clients’ .
council previously mentioned. It
is quite clear that major attempts
to control and discipline the
industry’s labour force are being

prepared here and the working
party is thinking very much in
terms of the JIB’s brand of class
collaboration.

The report forecasts that the
total manpower requirements in
ten years time wil be some

10,000 fewer men than now, i.e.,

will be 40,000 workers if pro-
ductivity continues to rise.

However, no analysis is made
of the level of development of
modernization and automation
on existing work, and yet it is
entirely on the basis of such
developments that huge reduc-
tions in the number of jobs is
taking place in several indus-
tries.

Also no mention of the crisis
state of capitalism is made or
the effect this must have on
the ‘expansion’ of industry.

Rising
costs

THITRTN e

For example only last month
ICI announced that expansion
plans might have to be severely
cut due to rising costs, while
some leading fertilizer producers
are saying that they would never
have undertaken the present con-
tracts for new plant if they had
foreseen the sharp drop in sales
now taking place.

Workers in construction must
oppose all attempts to make
them pay for the crisis.

They should fight all attempts
to destroy existing payment sys-

tems and to institute modern
work-study methods in prepara-
tion for cuts in wages and jobs.

They should reject entirely
the NEDC report and take up
a fight in the unions against the
‘leaders’ "who have collaborated
in its production.

E. Marsden general secretary
of the Constructional Engineering
Union, H. Weaver general secre-
tary of the National Federation
of Building Trade Operatives,
and E. Patterson, former CEU
general secretary, were all mem-
bers of the NEDC working party.

It was Patterson who wrote
to Workers Press earlier this
year objecting to an examination
of what would be in the NEDC
report on the grounds that ‘it is
not yet finalized’. ,

Of course, anyone who has
kept close track of government
policy over the past six years
knows exactly what is going to
be served up in terms of wage
and working arrangements by
‘impartial’ government backed
bodies like the NEDC.

In fact the Workers Press pre-
view proved to be completely
correct. .

In the face of a concerted
political attack on jobs, wages
and conditions it is essential for
all construction workers to take
up a fight for nationalization of
the industry under wdrkers’ con-
trol, for total opposition to pro-
ductivity deals and their asso-
ciated systems of exploitation,
and for the building of the All
Trades Unions Alliance, to fight
for a revolutionary alternative
leadership in the wunions which
will not sell out to the bosses.

| MARX'SM and the
TRADE UNIONS
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AVAILABLE FROM:
NEW PARK PUBLICATIONS,

186A CLAPHAM HIGH STREET,
LONDON, S.W.4,

BBC 1

5.50 News and weather.

Stadium.

REGIONAL

All regions as BBC 1 except:

Midlands:  6.00-6.45 Midlands today.
Look East, weather. Nationwide.
11.47 News, weather.

North of England: 6.00-6.45 Look
North, weather. Nationwide. 11.47
News, weather.

Wales: 6.00-6.45 Wales today, weather.
Nationwide.  6.45-7.10 The _Welsh
League of Youth National Eistedd-
fod. 10.00-10.34 Heddiw.

Scotland: 6.00-6.45 Reporting Scotland.

BBC2
11.00-11.20 a.m. PLAY SCHOOL.

weather.

1TV

Flipper. 5.20 Magpie. 5.50 News.

build a railroad.
9.30 THIS WEEK. 10.00 NEWS.

CHANNEL: 4.02 Puffin’s _birthday
nd me. 4.55 Seaspray. 5.20 London.
2.00 News, weather. 6.10 Police file.
6.15 Sports roundup. 6.35 Crossroads.

7.00 Film: ‘No Questions Asked’. with

This is your life. 9.00 Nearest and
dearest. 9.30 London.
martial. 11.50 News,
French, weather.

weather in

Headlines. 4.02_ Gus Honeybun. 6.00
D‘iezi\ry.l 11.55 Faith for life. 12.01
Weather.

SOUTHERN: 4.00 Houseparty., 4.15
don. 6.00 Day by day. 6.35 film. ‘The

Gates, Milburn Stone, Lydia Clarke

greetings. 4.11 Origami. 4.25 Wendy

Barry Sullivan and Arlene Dahl. 8.30
11.00 Court

WESTWARD: As Channel except: 4.00

London, 4.55 Forest rangers. 5.20 Lon-

Atomic City’ with Gene Barry, Nancy

12,55 p.m. Y gwyliwr. 1.30 Watch with mother. 1.45-1.53 News and
weather. 4.20 Play school. 4.40 Jackanory. 4.55 Blue Peter. 5.20
Ballet class with Dame Ninette de Valois. 5.44 Adventures of Parsley.

6.00 LONDON-NATIONWIDE. 6.45 THE DOCTORS. 7.10 TOM AND
JERRY. 7.15 TOP OF THE POPS. 8.00 THE EXPERT. ‘Lethal
Weapon’'. 8.50 NEWS and weather.

9.10 ELECTION FORUM. Harold Wilson answers viewers’ questions.

9.45 WORLD CUP GRANDSTAND from Mexico. Review by satellite
of the 1970 World Cup which begins on Sunday in the Aztec

10.35 24 HOURS. 11.20 Weather. 11.22 Something to say.

Nationwide. 10.00-10.30 First person
singular. 11.47 News, weather.

Northern Ireland: 6.00-6.45 Scene
around six, weather. Nationwide.
8.00-8.50 The mad mechanic: story
of Harry Ferguson. 10.00-10.30 The
conservation business. 11.47 News,
weather.

South and West: 6.00-6.45 Points
West. South today. Spotlight South-
West, weather. Nationwide. 11.47
News, weather.

7.05 p.m. USING BROADCASTS IN SCHOOLS. 7.30 NEWS and

8.00 CALL MY BLUFF. 8.30 THE MONEY PROGRAMME.
9.10 W. SOMERSET MAUGHAM: ‘Olive’. With Eileen Atkins. Olive
Hardy and her brother run a small rubber plantation in Malaya.
They lead an isolated existence and then the new assistant
District Officer falls in love with Olive.
10.00 JAZZ SCENE. Ronnie Scott club guest Miles Davis.
10.50 NEWS and weather. 10.55 LINE-UP.

3.30 p.m. Mad movies. 3.45 Skippy. 4.17 Origami. 4.30 Crossroads. 4.55

6.03 TODAY. 6.40 PEYTON PLACE.

7.10 NEAREST AND DEAREST: ‘When You've Got To Go’.

7.40 ACTION FILM: ‘Scalplock’.
Smith, Todd Armstrong and Diana Hyland. Western about a
man who wins thousands in a poker game and decides to

With Dale Robertson, Sandra

10.30 CINEMA: Michael Parkin chooses the films.
11.00 TALES OF EDGAR WALLACE: ‘On The Run’. With Emrys
Jones, Frank Stewart and Sarah Lawson.

REGIONAL ITV

and Lee Aaker. A kidnapping drama
set against the background of the
Los Alamos testing centre in New
Mexico where the first atomic_bombs
were made. 8.00 Nearest and Dearest.
9.00 Strange Report. 9.30 London,
10.30 Untouchables. 11.30 News. 11.40
Weather. ‘Knights of St Columba’.

ANGLIA: 4.30 Newsroom. 4.40 Plupp.
4.50 Flipper. 5.20 London. 6.00 About
Anglia, 6.20 Arena. 6.35 Crossroads
7.00 “Sitting Bull’ with Dale Robert-
son, Mary Murphy and Carrol
Naish. A young army officer risks
court martial when he decides not
to attack an Indian raiding party who
he realizes only loot because they are
starving. 9.00 Nearest and dearest.
9.30 London. 10.30 Festival in Mexico.
11.30 Cinema. 12 midnight Reflection.

‘HARLECH: 4.10 Sara and Hoppity.

ATV MIDLANDS: 4.02 Women today.
4.10 Peyton Place. 4.40 Enchanted
house. 4.55 Stingray. 5.20 London,
6.00 ATV today. 6.35 Crossroads. 7.00
Movie. “Trial’ with Glen Ford,
Dorothy McGuire and Arthur Kennedy.
A suspense thriller about an in-
experienced lawyer who undertakes
to defend a girl charged with mur-
der. 9.00 Nearest and dearest. 9.00 Lon-
don, 11.00 Prisoner. 11.56 - Pulse,
weather.

4.25 Mad movies. 4.55 Forest rangers.
5.20 London. 6.01 Report. 6.10 Hogan's
heroes. 6.35 Crossroads. 7.00 Movie:
‘The Master of Ballantrae’ with Errol
Flynn and Roger Livesey. One of the
Scottish Durisdeer brothers joins the
Scottish rebellion to restore the
crown to the Stuarts and the other
remains in the village of Ballantrae
as master of the estate. 8.30 Dr in the
house. 9.00 Nearest and dearest. 9.30
London. 11.00 Seaway. 12 midnight
Weather.

HTV (Wales) colour channel 41 as
above except:

4.25-4.55 Tins a lei. 11.00 Y dydd.
11.30 Dan sylw. 12.15 Weather.

HTV (Cymru/Wales) black and white
service as above except:
4.25-4.55 Tins a lei. 6.01 Y dydd.
6.30-6.35 Report-Wales.

ULSTER: 4.30 Romper room. 4.50
Headlines. 4.55 Arthur. 5.20 London.
6.00 UTV reports. 6.35 Crossroads.
7.00 Cartoon., 7.05 film: ‘Goal! World
Cup 1966°. 9.00 Nearest and dearest.
9.30 London. 11.00 Avengers.

YORKSHIRE: 3.00 Arthur. 3.25 Forest
rangers. 3.55 Houseparty. 4.10 Origami.
4.25 Matinee. 4.50 Phoenix five. 5.20
London. 6.00. Calendar, weather. 6.30
Champions. 7.30 Dr in the house. 8.00
Mannix. 9.00 Nearest and dearest.
9.30 London. 11.00 This is . . . Tom
Jones. 12 midnight Weather.

GRANADA: 4.15 News. 4.17 London.
4.25 Short story. 4.55 Forest rangers.
5.15 London. 6.00 Newsview, éam-
paign. 6.30 Champions. 7.25 Laughter-
makers: ‘Village of Daughters’ with
Eric Sykes and Scilla Gabel. All' the
young men have left the village but
one of them has made his fortune and
writes to the village asking for a
wife, 9.00 Nearest and dearest. 9.30
London. 11.00 Thriller: ‘Freedom To
Die’ with Paul Maxwell, Felicity
Young, Brude Seton and Kay Callard.
A vicious criminal who escapes from
jail is determined to get his own
back on a man who swindled him.

BORDER: 4.00 Headlines. 4.02 House-
party. 4.15 Nanny and the Professor.
4.40 Enchanted house. 4.55 Forest
rangers. 5.20 London. 6.00 News.
Lookaround. 6.35 Crossroads. 7.00
Wheel of fortune. 7.30 Dr in the
house. 8.00 Strange report. 9.00 Near-
est and dearest. 9.30 London. 11.00
Seaway. 11.55 News, weather.

SCOTTISH: 4.20 Scotland early. 4.30
London. 4.55 Forest rangers. 5.20 Lon-
don. 6.00 Scotland now. 6.30 High
living. 7.00 film: ‘No Time for Ser-
geants’ with Andy Griffith, Myron
McCormick and Nick Adams. 9.00
Nearest and dearest. 9.30 London.
11.00 Seaway. 11.55 Late call.

GRAMPIAN: 4.25 Freud on food. 4.55
Mad movies. 5.20 London. 6.00 News.
6.10 Beverly Hillbillies. 6.35 Cross-
roads. 6.55 Movie: ‘Cry For Happy’.
9.00 Nearest and dearest. 9.30 Lond‘:m.
11.00 Inside
Epilogue.

George Webley., 11.30
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ON JUNE 18—the date of the general election—thousands of young
people from all over the country from the age of 18 upwards
will have the opportunlty to vote for the first time In what Is going to
be a most vital electoral battle for the working class.

In its five-and-a-half years of government the Labour leadership
has opened the door to the dangerous possiblilty of a Tory return.

Wilson's polléles of wage-freezing, unemployment and Immigra-
tion control have betrayed the Interests of the working class.

No one must doubt that the Torles present a great danger to
the working class. They are the traditional and hated enemy with
their policles of antitrade unionism, retention of hanging, attacks
against soclal services, raclal superlority, Increased taxation and

law and order.

\
That Is why the Young Soclalists, since the beginning of the
year have prepared for this General Election with thousands of leaf-
fets calling on all young people especlally those voting for the first

time, to keep the Torles out.

Next week the Young Soclialists will be sending out teams Into
the provinces to work during the election campaign to bulld the
Young Soclalists and the Workers Press In the fight to bulld a mass
revolutionary youth movement as the only means of defeating

Toryism for good.

The Young Soclalists have no lilusions about the Wilson leader-
ship; they say that If the working class Is to ensure the safety of
Its future then Toryism can only be defeated by bullding a soclalist

alternative to Wilson.

This is the baslis of their appeal for a fight for socialist policles
of nationalization of the basic industries without compensation under
workers’ control, for the defence of the trade unions, for the defence
of Immigrant workers against raciallsm, for the victory of the SE
Aslan workers and peasants agalnst US Imperialism, and the with-

drawal of all troops from N Ireland.

Throughout the summer the Young Soclalists will be working
for a massive antl-Tory rally at Alexander Palace on October 16 with
a programme of working to bulld the YS for an International confer-
ence of revolutionary youth, which will be united behind the slogan
for a United Soclallst States of Europe.

Below are the comments of six members of the Young Soclalists
who will be voting for the first time on the reasons why they will be
voting Labour at the General Election and why they will be working
to persuade other youth to do the same.

GARMENT worker
FLORENCE ERSK-
INE from Sunderland:

1 WILL vote Labour with the
majority of the working class in
the NE to keep the Tories out.
The workers in the NE know
what the Tories will do if
returned to power.

They will start off by trying
to smash the trade unions and
bring in massive unemployment
and poverty.

In the NE there are already
68,000 unemployed. In Sunder-
land there is 15 per cent unem-
ployment as a result of pit
closures and the rationalization
of the shipyards.

Having been through the 1930s
the NE working class know that
the Tories will discipline the
workers, and really cut the
wages. They won’'t be driven

back to these conditions, and
this is why they will vote
Labour.

There is no future for youth
in the NE. As soon as you leave
school you go on to the dole.
There are practically no appren-
ticeships for young people, and
the jobs they can get are very
badly paid.

There is massive unemploy-
ment and dead-end jobs; there
are no social activities for youth
apart from one or two picture
houses which will probably
close down to become bingo
or dance halls. They are too
expensive for youth earning
low wages to go to.
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FLORENCE
ERSKINE

The only thing youth can do
is walk around the streets and
then the police come and move

on.

The only way youth can have
better jobs and higher and better
social activities is by joining the
YS and helping to build it into
a massive youth movement for
the overthrow of the capitalist
system.,

HAMISH KENNEDY,
young engineering
worker, Swindon, and
member of YS
National Committee:

I WOULD normally vote Labour
because the Labour Party is the
political face of the mass of the
working class organized in the
trade unions, and revolutionaries
must take the worker through
the experience of the betrayal
of the traditional reformist
organizations.

It is most important to fight
in the working class to vote
against the Tories, even after a
whole series- of betrayals by the
Wilson government.

The bosses’ crisis forces them
to carry out whole attacks on
the organizations of the working
class.

Under these conditions the
bosses need a Tory government
to keep the power of government
decisions firmly in their hands.

The returning of a Labour
government would be a great
victory for the workers in these
conditions, for Labourites would
be forced by the bosses to try
to carry out their policies, but
it would be impossible for the
Labourites to use all the power
of the state against the working
class in the same way as the
Tories.

In trying to do so it would
create conditions where whole
sections of workers would be
won from reformism to revolu-
tionary politics.

This is why I am voting
Labour and why I shall be fight-
ing in my factory to get all the
young workers voting for the

first time this year to do like-

wise,

GARY GURMEET.
Apprentice aircraft
designer from Southall,
London:
I WILL be voting for Labour
because I think that to keep the
Tories out is the main task

before all working youth in this
General Election.

The growing support inside
the Tory Party for Enoch Powell
is the real mood of the Con-
servatives. They want to put an
end to all immigration and
repatriate many of the people
from other countries.

GARY
GURMEET

Commonwealth
just mot

The 1968
Immigration Act is
enough for them.

This was an Act passed by the
Labour government and it has
created tremendous hardship for
thousands of Kenyan Asians with
British passports.

Racialism is being developed
consciously by the Tories through
the daily papers.

The Labour government has
not done much better, but we
have to vote for them because
the Tories will be a thousand
times worse. )

It is absolutely necessary to
fight against the attacks of the

Tories and for a socialist system.

For us in the YS this means
above all building the youth
international.

JOHN BURKE. North
London engineering
worker:

THE GENERAL Election is one
of the most important issues
facing the working class at the
present period.

A vote for Labour is a vote
to keep the Tories out. This is
not a tactical question for the
YS, but a principled one.

Unlike such groups as the
IMG, we feel that the return of
the Tories would not mean that
things will continue as before,
but that the Tories would try
to bring in massive attacks on
the working class.

This would first and foremost
mean laws against the trade
unions, with the Labourites
taking on a ‘left’ cover of
criticism of these laws.

By waging this campaign to
keep the Tories out, the YS
is not glossing over the lies and
treachery of the Wilson govern-
ment and ‘lefts’ in the Labour

Party, but is using this campaign
to show that the immediate
danger to the working class is
the return of a Tory govern-
ment.

The Young Socialists urge all
young voters who are voting per-
haps for the first time in the
forthcoming election to vote
Labour, as part of keeping the
Tories out, and of building a
new leadership for the working
class.

SIMON CALDWELL.
Works in Cold Mill at
Port Talbot Steel
Works and is a mem-
ber of YS National
Committee for South
Wales.

I THINK we must have a really .

big turn-out in the coming
election for a Labour vote.

This would be an important
measure to defeat the Tories and
prevent them carrying out their
plans to attack the working class.

Everything which has been
won by workers over recent
years; wages, strong trade union
organization etc, could be lost
if the Tories were to succeed in
smashing the unions, creating
big unemployment and cutting
wages.

Despite Wilson’s anti-working-

class policies, the Labour govern-
ment has not been able to do

these things.

Wilson bears. responsibility
for the abstentions by workers in
recent elections which have

helped the Conservatives.

The campaign for a Labour
victory must proceed alongside
a fight to replace Wilson by a
socialist leadership in the Labour
Party, because this would be a
big blow against the Tories and
the employers.

Workers, especially in the
industrial areas and in the S
Wales valleys remember how the
Tories used unemployment in the
1930s to cut wages, break wup
trade union organization, sack
militants and reduce working-
class families to the bread line.

They are determined not to
return to those oconditions and
most support the Labour Party
as the party of their class.

We are working for a big anti-
Tory youth rally in S Wales and
a committee will be set up to
organize the campaign with
spécial leaflets, posters and ban-
ners, and to expand the sales of
the ‘Keep Left’ and the Workers
Press in the main industrial
centres.

JACK CROMPTON.
Birmingham university
student:

AS A STUDENT 1 shall be vot-
ing Labour at the General Elec-
tion.

I believe that students have a
useful role to play in support-
ing the working class through a

study and understanding of their
movement.

After five and a half years of
Wilson in this country we see
the working class in this country
more united than ever in the
face of the betrayals of the
Labour government, which has
contimiously tried to carry out
Tory policies.

Returning a Labour govern-
ment will see this process con-
tinue and gather momentum.
Students can play a big part in
returning this ILabour govern-
ment.

In my ward, which has a
students’ hall and a number of
students’ flats, the turn-out at
the municipal elections was 40
per cent resulting in a massive
swing to Labour.

A number of students will be
eager to use their right to vote
for the first time.

The ranks are closing. It is
impossible to claim to be non-
political—as most students in
the arts faculty at Birmingham

o.
Those who are not for the
working class must be against it.

Students must strive to over-
come the many years of brain-
washing they have undergone in
the educational institutions: of
the ruling class.

A vote for Labour is a vote
to keep the Tories out, a belief
in the working class as the only
force capable of overcoming a
decaying society. My job in the
.coming weeks will be to per-
suade my fellow students to vote
Labour on this basis.

nuclear explosion is radio-
active fall out — the release
into the
materials such as strontium
90 which harms living tissue.

hazard to human life.

This -element falls

therefore have
chemical properties.

Properties

living cells.

Mendeleev’s table was an
important step forward.

must lie between those of its
two neighbours in the same
period and so on.

appears to

mental footing.

In other words, certain

developments then raised other
questions which could not be
answered until the nature of the

movement began to emerge.

their structure.

- Atom

In 1907, Rutherford and his
colleagues were working on
experiments with the high-energy
particles (known as alpha par-
ticles) which are produced spon-
taneously by radium as it under-
goes radioactive decay.

In an experiment in which a
stream of these ‘missiles’ were
aimed at a thin sheet of gold
foil, it was discovered that some
of the particles were deflect
through large angles. :

Rutherford commented: ‘It was
almost as incredible as if you

Group 2
Group 2.
Beryllium
4

Magnesium
12
Calcium

Strontium
38
Barium
56
Radium

in each atom.

ONE OF the dangers from a

atmosphere of

Although the Russian scientist
Mendeleev first elaborated his
periodic table of elements nearly
80 years before the explosion of
the first atomic weapon, the
table indicates why strontium in
its radioactive form is such a

directly
below calcium in the table, i.e. in
the same group and the two
very similar

Indeed, the properties are so
similar that living organisms can-
not distinguish between them.
Thus the human body will use
strontium in the same way as
calcium—in particular for bone
formation — and allows serious
damage to take place to the

From the standpoint of bring-
ing order into the chaos of ele-
ments and providing a means
of predicting their properties,

The properties of the ele-
ments, such as density, change
smoothly as we move along a
row (period). We know that the
atomic weight of an element

The set of elements therefore
have an order, a
structure, but it was very difficult
for further progress to be made
without placing Dalton’s atomic
hypothesis on a firmer experi-

important steps had been made
in chemical theory by assuming
that the atom existed but these

atom and the laws governing its

It was the disintegration of
atoms that provided the key to

BY MARTIN
ZARROP

fired a 15-inch shell at a piece
of tissue paper and it came back
and hit you. )

‘It was then that I had the
idea of an atom with a minute
massive centre carrying a
charge.’

By 1932, the year in which
the existence of the neutron
was discovered experimentally,
the chemists’ current view of the
?gt%md was substantially estab-
ished.

By this we mean that, although
new fundamental particles are
still being created (the number
is now around 100), for the
chemist to understand the forma-
tion of chemical compounds
through chemical reactions he
needs only to deal with three

(PART THREE TranSmutatiOn
SCENTIRC WoRtD )
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matter

atomic number is the number of
planets.

Because the electrons are rela-
tively light and a proton is
almost the same mass as a neu-
tron, we can measure atomic
weight simply by adding up the
total number of particles in a
nucleus.

Isotopes

For example, oxygen has
atomic number 8 and atomic
weight 16. This means that there
are eight ‘planets’ orbiting a
‘sun’, containing eight protons
and eight neutrons.

During the development of
chemistry the concept of atomic
weight was the subject of a

Highly complicated apparatus needed

for dating labelled atoms.

particles — the proton, neutron
and electron.

An atom consists of a
nucleus (Rutherford’s ‘massive
centre’) and one or more elec-
trons, each of which has a nega-
tive charge. The sum of these
charges is balanced by an equal
positive charge on the nucleus
so that the atom as a whole is
electrically neutral, .

Ths nucleus itself gontains the
protons and mneutrons, both of
which are nearly 2,000 times as
massive as an electron. It is the
protons that carry the positive
charge which balances out that
of the electrons while the neu-
trons are uncharged and simply
add weight.

The terms ‘atomic number’ and
‘atomic  weight’ are easily
explained.

If, for a moment, we consider
the atom like a miniature solar
system with  planet-electrons
orbiting a sun-nucleus, then

Part of the periodic table of elements, known as

The group elements are chemically similar. In parti-
cular, the body cannot differentiate between calcium
20 and radioactive strontium which
nuclear explosions.

is produced in

The atomic numbers are the number of electrons

great deal of controversy,
because it was found that there
were variations in weight, which
are now known to be due to the
presence of isotopes.

Ordinary hydrogen has one
proton, one electron and mno
neutrons and therefore its atomic
number and weight are both one.

Experimental-

Heavy hydrogen, produced in
an atomic pile, contains a neu-
tron so that, although the atomic
number remains one, the atomic
weight increases to two.

The creation of isotopes of
every element is possible and
some occur maturally in nature.
The additional neutrons may
cause the nucleus to become
unstable and to give off high-
energy particles.

We then speak of a radio-
active isotope. Strontium has an
atomic weight of 88 and is not
radioactive, but strontium 90 is
a radioactive isotope which can
be extremely dangerous.

However, these isotopes are
also an important experimental
weapon.

They enter into chemical pro-
cesses in exactly the same way
as the parent element with the
advantage that they are easily
detectable at any time by using
a Geiger counter or a similar
detector.

A tiny amount of radioactive
calcium can be used to follow
the process by which this ele-
ment is incorporated into bone
and an accurate measurement
can be made of the rate at
which this takes place.

‘Labelled’

The use of isotopes in this
way—to provide ‘labelled’ atoms
—is a great boon to medical
science and is being extended
to many other fields, such as
engineering to locate minute
leaks, to follow impurities in fuel
and so on.

Because an element and its
isotopes are chemically similar
we can draw an important con-
clusion about how chemical
reactions take place.

An isotope differs from the
parent element in the ocomposi-
tion of its nucleus, while having
the same number of electrons.
This indicates that chemical
reactions take place away from
the nucleus and concern the
electrons of the reacting atoms
alone.

How are the °‘planets’ distri-
buted? How does this produce
elements some of which easily
form compounds whereas others
—like the gases helium, neom,
argon and krypton—could only
be made to do so in 1962 after
decades of work?

Continued next week.
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ONE OF the many
colour bars introduced
into Rhodesia by Britain,
long before Smith, was
the system of school fees.

By 1960 not only was
Britain spending £103 a year
on each ‘white’ educand

(compared with £8 per
African educand in South
Rhodesia, £9 in North

Rhodesia and £3 in Nyasa-
land), but fees constituted
an almost insuperable barrier.

‘British hypocrisy’

This barrier affected only the
African since the ‘white’ parents’
income was invariably subsidized
by the super-profits made by
cheap African labour. The fees
system was a colour bar in all
but name—an absolutely typical
example of ‘British hypocrisy’.

Like the S African government,
the British government claimed
that African education was a
burden on the British tax-payer.
This was the old story of ‘white

GLASS STRUGGLES
IN m m[m By N. Makanda

school colour bar

man’s burden’—the burden of the
packhorse on the rider.

The fact is that the British tax-
payer in S esia and in
Britain contributed not a penny
to African education, but had his
own education and much more
besides subsidized by super-
profits sweated out of cheap
colonial labour, including that in
S Rhodesia.

Nor did the situation change
after ‘independence’ for Malawi,
Zambia and other semi-colonies
of British imperialism.

Myth

The myth of the British tax-
payer was and remains one of
‘the deceptions of the people’.

In reality the children of the
African workers and peasants
were starved of education by
Britain.

Part of this starvation con-
sisted of the system of missionary
schools and of segregated educa-
tion. .

Another part consisted of the
colour discrimination in educa-
tional expenditure between white
and non-white educands.

Yet another part was the fees
system. These fees ranged from
£3 to £60 a year for Africans—

sidy out of the super-profits
created by cheap African labour
toiling for British companies in
S Rhodesia.

Difficulty

Whereas white children had no
difficulty in entering high schools,
at one college alone there were
16 applicants for one African
place.

-The colour discriminmation of
the British state was well illus-
trated in 1962 when the British
government gave its S Rhodesian

A typical class room for Africans in
South Africa.

and this, in turn, was the equiva-
lent of from one month’s to
several years’ income for 99 per
cent of the African people.

Not only were such fees of
little consequence to  white
parents, because of their earnings,
which are subsidized by African
labour, but, in addition, no fees

‘at all had to be paid by whites,

who received a subsidy for their
education from Britain.

Britain, in turn, got this sub-

regime a loan of £3.5 million, of
which £200,000 (about 6 per
cent) was earmarked for African
education.

Repay

This ‘gesture’ was worth
exactly 2s per African child of
schoolgoing age. To repay this
loan the African worker had to
refund to Britain 30 times what
he ‘received’.

The ‘civilizing influence’ of
British rule in Rhodesia was no
different from that of Smith’s
dictatorship.

The British claimed that by
1953 there were 263,223 in school
and that by 1962 this figure had
risen to 600,000, including
60,000 European children.

All European children‘ were
educated, compared with a third
of the African children.

But while the European child-
ren spent a full span at school,
African children who did go to
school spent a short period in
school before being ‘spewed onto
the labour market’ by British
rule. (This phrase was commonly
used by the anti-apartheid
Teachers’ League of S Africa, a
non-racial teachers’ union.)

While the European child was
taught in modern, over-staffed
institutions, the 16,243 African
teachers (1963 figures) taught in
overcrowded, inferior, segregated
schools, including 662 ‘farm
schools’ (child labour camps).

School career

Out of a total of some 3,300
schools, 58 were secondary
schools\, holding 6,000 pupils.

In 1964 75 per cent of all
European children reached form
IV, compared with 5 per cent of
all African children in S
Rhodesia, Zambia and Malawi.

The average length of a school
career for those Africans who
entered schools at all was less
than two years.

Out of 80,000 African children
entering the British mission
schools in S Rhodesia only 15
reached form IV. (In Zambia the
figure was 28 out of 28,000 i.e.,
one in a thousand.)

In the British semi-colony of
Malawi, the British ‘civilizing
influence’ was such that by 1960
only 80 Africans emerged out of
the secondary schools. (The
Malawi Minister of Education,
Chiume, set a target of 1,000 for
1965, to overcome the backward-
ness introduced by British rule in
Nyasaland.)

For all practical purposes the
British state and churches intro-
duced almost no educational
system for the African children
in S Rhodesia and what they did
introduce was starved and segre-
gated. Smith could not con-
ceivably have done ‘worse’.

‘Protested’

His regime thus has a long-
standing common denominator
with the Roman Catholic and
other missions who recently ‘pro-
tested’ against the effects of the
latest Land Bill and then entered
into ‘talks’ with Smith.

What they were protesting
against was not the effects of this
or any other law on the Africans,
but on themselves—that is, on
their ‘freedom’ to continue to
administer and control the sys-
tem of educational and ‘health’
starvation and segregation which
these missionaries have intro-
duced and operated ever since
they came to S Rhodesia.

As the Mau Mau general,
Dedan Kimathi, was to say before
he was executed by the British
in Kenya:

‘Before the coming of the
missionaries, we had the land and
they had the bible—now we have
the bible and they have the land.’

It is for this reason that in S
Rhodesia, as elsewhere in British
Africa, the struggle against the
biblebearers necessarily plays
such a vital part in the anti-
imperialist movement.
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Despite election ‘truce’

ITALIAN STRI
STILL GROWI

Nasser
jails
Egyptian
CP
members

BY A~
FOREIGN CORRESPONDENT

A NUMBER of Egyptian

Communist Party mem-

bers have recently been

arrested, according to

reports from Cairo.

Their detention follows the
arrests of three journalists
close to Mohammed Heykal,
Minister of Planning and
editor of the government
newspaper ‘Al Ahram’.

The journalists are said to
be held for ‘activities contrary
to the interests of the state’.

These arrests point up the
Bonapartist character of the
Nasser regime, existing in the
area of political ‘stability’
produced between the inter-
locked forces of Israel and
world imperialism on the one
hand and the Arab revolution
on the other.

Balancing act
To maintain his position
Nasser is engaged in a per-
petual balancing act, moving
sometimes against the labour
movement and in other areas
against imperialism.

So, at the beginning of this
week, the Sudan regime of
General Nimiery, heavily
dependent on Nasser, nationa-
lized foreign banks and
trading and chemical firms.

This is not the first time
that Nasser has moved against
Egyptian Communists.

Many Party members have
in the past been interned for
months in desert camps, des-
pite, the readiness of the Party
leadership to adapt policy to
the  twists and turns of
Nasser’s policy.

Needless to say, the Soviet
leadership has never taken
any' effective steps in defence
of the political freedom of
Egyptian Communists.

Defence

The defence of the Arab
revolution cannot be entrusted
to the nationalist policies of
Nasser and Hussein, com-
bining military posturing with
readiness to retreat.

The defence of all sections
of the labour movement in the
Middle East and a fight for
socialist policies are the only
answer to Zionism and the
imperialists.

‘tors

DESPITE THE ‘truce’ on strike action accepted
by official union leaders in the period until the
regional elections on June 7, sharp struggles

continue in Italy

On Tuesday all petrol station workers held a one-
day strike, and hospital workers started a three-day
strike, except for emergency services, and were joined
by health insurance employees.

On Monday agricultural
workers in several regions
struck as part of their
national  campaign for
parity  with  industrial
workers in social security
benefits.

In Palermo, managément
have shut down the navy ship-
yards, locking out 2,500
workers, in reprisal for an un-
official strike by administrative
workers.

Space

The employers and their
politicians require all the
breathing space they can get.

Bearing down on the re-
gional elections and the fate
of Prime Minister Rumor’s
centre-left government is the
full pressure of the working
class behind the unsettled
trade-union demands for re-
forms in housing, health,
transport and taxation, as well
as controls on the cost of
living. )

Above all, the employers
hope to split and demoralize
the unions in the most im-
portant factories.

Sacked

On Monday the management
of Fiat in Turin sacked three
trade unionists, including a
shop delegate, Marinello, in
the giant Mirafiore plant, for
alleged violence towards wor-
kers who would not support
stoppagés.

The sacked militants have
been leaders in the series of
‘staggered’ strikes, which con-
tinue tomorrow, for an increase
in the production bonus.

In addition to the strikes in
the main Fiat plants, workers
of Lancia (recently taken over
by Fiat) are striking for parity
with Fiat.

Provocations

Provocations in the factories
are accompanied by the
growth of political reaction.

In Milan and Parma last
weekend police attacked left-
wing students who demon-
strated against election meet-
ings held by the MSI (Italy’s
main fascist organization) and
on Tuesday, when demonstra-
marched against the
NATO foreign ministers’ meet-
ing in Rome, riot police drove
them into the suburb of
Garbatella and fired tear gas.

Demonstrations against the
NATO meeting were called
yesterday by the Communist
Party and left-wing Socialist
Party (PSIUP) in many cities,
with a mass meeting in San
Giovanni, Italy.

'NO

election weeks.
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inclusive to :

We are absolutely convinced that our circulation
can be considerably Increased over the next three

You have the opportunity to introduce new readers
by using our speclal election offer of 18 issués by post
‘commencing June 1 for 15s.

Get your new reader to fill In the form below and pos!
with 15s to:

Special Election Offer, Workers Press
186A Clapham High Street
London, SW4.

Please send Workers Press from June 1

to June 20

Postal order/cheque for 15s enclosed.

BY A WORKERS PRESS
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B-Leyland

@ FROM PAGE ONE

According to his esti-
mates, £70 million was lost
last year through unofficial

strikes. On the generous
assumption that 1,000
‘wreckers’ were at work,

this works out at £200 per
day per man, a mere pit-
_tance compared to the
£2,200,000 lost on Tuesday
for each of British-Leyland’s
ten directors!

This is the background to
the threat of redundancy and
management attempts to in-
troduce Measured-Day Work
to recoup their losses.

Having tasted redundancy
in 1966, workers are in no
mood to tolerate it again to
pay for the company’s ‘ration-
alization’.

A sharp conflict is now in-
evitable within the combine.

Motor workers must de-
mand the nationalization of
British-Leyland without com-
pensation and under the con-
trol of workers’ and tech-
nicians’ committées.

New work-
study system
prepared

WORKERS throughout indus~
try already facing all manner
of attempts by the employers
to speed up their working
operations may soon be up
against yet another variation
on the time-and-motion
theme.

A third version of Methods
Time Measurement (MTM)
the system which breaks all
work actions down into basic
movements (reach, hold,

grasp, eye action, etc.)) and

attaches a predetermined time
value to each of these ele-
ments, is now in preparation
according to the current issue
of the journal of the Institute
of Work-Study Practitioners.

The ‘second generation’
system MTM-2 was devised to
simplify the application of
MTM and to make it
especially suitable for use in
engineering.

Now, according to a letter
in the journal from the presi-
dent of the United Kingdom
MTM Association, a more
general system is being de-
vised in Sweden and could be
ratified as an ‘official’ MTM-3
next month.

MTM is considered by em-
ployers to be the most ad-
vanced of the work-study
methods, its advahtages being
@ The stopwatch is not

directly used on the job
@® It is claimed to be com-

pletely scientific so leaving
very little that can be
queried by the worker, and
@ It looks at the operative as

a machine that can be com-
pletely rationalized into the
working process or totally
eliminated from it, which
ever proves to be most
economical.

Because of workers’ hos-
tility in many industries to
this system, it is usually put
forward at a late stage in the
introduction of a productivity

deal — during phase two or
three.

In many cases however
managements have been
forced to withdraw it alto-
gether.

Military regime
closes campuses

ALL THREE universities in the city of Cordoba
have been closed down indefinitely following clashes
between left-wing students and police in which six
students were seriously wounded.

Cordoba, and in particu-
lar the Renault car plant
there, were the scene of
bitter and violent struggles
in May and June last year
which developed into a
general strike throughout
Argentina.

At the end of June the
government imposed mili-
tary rule to quell the anger
which erupted following the
assassination of trade union
leader Augusto Vandor.

Clashes

Then earlier this year
there were further clashes
in Cordoba when police
attacked workers during the
one-day general strike
called by the trade unions
against the government’s
incomes policy.

The trade union leaders—
including both left-wing and
right-wing Peronists—were
forced to call the strike
despite the fact that they
had already endorsed the
policy.

Dictatorship -

It is on them that General
Ongania’s military regime
relies to hold back the

labour movement as it
moves towards full dictator-
ship.

It has already started to
attack the press, closing
down the daily paper

‘Cronica’ last Saturday.

Students and workers seen

right during April demon-

strations against the police in
Cordoba.

Cunard
ship order
for Franco's

Spain

A £20-MILLION order has
been placed in Spain by the
Cunard group because, the
company claimed yesterday,
no British yard was able to
compete on price and delivery.

Eight bulk carriers, each
of 27,000 tons deadweight,
have been ordered from the
Madrid-based Astilleros
Espanoles for delivery in
1972 and 1973.

ACTT
men

black
out the
‘Street’

BY A WORKERS PRESS
CORRESPONDENT

TELEVISION screens in
the Manchester area
were blacked out again
yesterday by the Gran-
ada technicians’ strike.

Labour Party millionaire
Sir Sidney Bernstein’s com-
pany was still refusing to
grant the strikers’ demand
for a 12-per-cent pay in-
crease for new 625-line and
colour working methods.

Network

Besides the seven million
viewers affected in Gran-
ada’s own area, the net-
worked ‘Coronation Street’
and ‘Anything You Can Do’
programmes were off the
air nationally as a result.

The 300 strikers have the
backing of their union, the
Association of Cinemato-
graph and Television Tech-
nicians.

old voter.
He gives great credibility
to the efforts of ex-

president of the Cambridge
Union Hugh Anderson to
re-vitalize a rump Labour
Party youth organization
through the formation of

Students for a Labour
Victory, which has the
support of the party’s

National Executive.

The group’s aim will be to
provide election-campaign
fodder with the promise that
when the election is over
there will be talks about a
new, democratically consti-
tuted organization.

(The Labour Party leader-
ship cut off grants to the
National Association of
Labour Student Organizations
in 1967 following a decision
by the students to wage a
campaign for the February 21

Purge

@® FROM PAGE ONE

by the information media.
August [1968] had an emo-
tional impact on them and
until April 1969 [the removal
of Dubcek] they fumbled . . .
I have met only one homour-
able exception.’

The conclusion drawd by
this Stalinist informer is in-
deed drastic:

‘Perhaps there is something
we have disregarded. What is
essential is not merely to ex-
change the Party’s cards, but
also to reconstruct the Party
. . . One cannot be simply
satisfied with what individual
members say.

‘It is not essential to show
distrust in advance but it is

‘Lack of confidence’

® FROM PAGE ONE

8 per cent rate, representing
a 7 per cent rise in earnings
per hour, combined with a
fall in labour productivity as
the scale of operations has
been cut back in many
industries.

With prices also continuing
to rise at a 7 per cent rate
and many crucial wage con-
tracts to be settled in the

autumn, there is little pros-

LATE NEWS

THAI TROOPS MOVE
Thai troops have been ordered
to positions along the border
with Cambodia in support of
General Lon Nol's govern-
ment.

A Thai source said yester-
day that ‘other moves’ might
also be taken.

ANTI-WAR EJECTION
Twenty-five anti-Vietnam war
demonstrators entered the
United States embassy in
Grosvenor Square yesterday.
They were ejected by police
an dembassy staff. No_arrests
were made.

EQUAL PENSION LAW
Legislation for equal pension
rights for men and women
will be introduced before the
Equal Pay Bill comes into
force at the end of 1975, Mrs

Barbara Castle announced in
the Commons. :

The Secretary for Employ-
ment and Productivity, who
had indicated at the report
stage that sheé would consider
bringing these rights within
the scope of the Bill, said she
now felt it was too late to do
this.
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pect of any favourable change
from the point of view of
business leaders.

© The $18,000 million in-
creased borrowing powers
now sanctioned by Congress
will only further push wup
interest rates and feed the
inflation as government de-
partments enter into com-
petition with private industry
for credit.

Disclosure

AND ANXIOUS eyes are still
turned to the affairs of In-
vestment Overseas Services in
New York, Tokyo and London.

The disclosure yesterday
that I0S banks have lent 12
10S directors a total of nearly
four million dollars for use
in financing their own ven-
tures, most of which is still
outstanding, has done noth-
ing to calm already frayed
nerves.

Mr David Rockefeller,
Chase Manhattan chairman,
was much nearer the real
mood dominating the key
sectors of financial opinion
when he said on Tuesday that
there was “a lack of confidence
and concern in the country
on where we’re going and how
we’re getting there’.

Only through a huge de-
struction of capital, which will
mean the wiping out of all
the fictitious capital created
during the last 30 years, can
there be any restoration in
the rate of profit.

This is the magnitude of
the task facing Nixon and

the American ruling class.

essential for everyone to
grasp fully the depth of the
crisis which we all have gone
through over the past two
years.’ .

- CRISIS

All the screening and spy-
ing in the world cannot over-
come ‘this crisis.

This Stalinist goes so far as
to call for ‘a concrete analy-
sis of everything that has
happened in the past few
years, how people have com-
mitted themselves, what they
have been preaching and what
they have really been doing.’

These frantic calls for more
and bigger purges, the Husak
regime’s panicky reaction to
the Garaudy affair, the im-
pending expulsion of Dubcek
and the threatened trial of
three prominent ‘liberals’ all
point to a deepening crisis in
Czech Stalinism.

The tensions are at the
moment concentrated in
Prague, but they embody the
crisis of the world Stalinist
movement,

WEATHER

London area, SE and central
southern England, E and W
Midlands: Dry and mainly
sunny. Mist patches at first.
Wind light, westerly. Very
warm. Max. 22C (72F).

Channel Islands: Dry and
mainly sunny. Wind light and
variable. Normal. Max. 17C
(63F).

SW England: Dry and mainly
sunny. Mist or fog patches at
first. Wind light. Very warm
inland. Max. 20C (70F) but
16C (61F) on coasts.

NW England: Cloudy with hill
and coastal fog patches. Wind
light SW. Warm inland. Max.
19C (66F) but cooler on the
coast.

N Ireland: Cloudy with occa-
sional slight rain or drizzle

becoming  brighter. Wind
moderate, westerly. Normal.
Max. 16C (61F).

Central northern England:

Cloudy but dry. Wind light,
SW. Warm. Max. 18C (64F).

Glasgow area: Occasional
showers, but also bright or
sunny intervals. Wind SW,

moderate. Normal. Max. 15C
(59F).

Edinburgh: Occasional
showers, but also sunny
periods. Wind SW, moderate
or fresh. Very warm. 18C
(64F).

Outlook for Friday and Satur-
day: Cloudy in the N with
occasional showers. Warm in
the S with sunny spells.

‘Law &
order’

@® FROM PAGE ONE
I am sure the police are do-
ing the best they can, but in
London they are 20 per cent
under strength.’

Asked whethéer she
thought more police should
be allocated to the job of
keeping the Common safe
at night for women to walk
across, Mrs Lucas claimed
this was ‘a matter of detail’.

Neither she nor Shelton,
she said, would be pre-
pared to tell the local police
where to put their depleted
forces:

More police

‘Mr Shelton is not spéci-
fically saying that there
should be more police on
Clapham Common,” she
added.

No, only that people
are afraid to cross the
Common because there
aren’t enough police.

In fact, though Mr Shel-
ton may not know it, pulice
in patrol cars drive around
Clapham Common more or
less continuously well into
the small hours every night.

It is hard to see what
more they could do to pre-
vent the non-éxistent noc-
turnal attacks on women
there.

This Tory campaign is
a patent and rather ob-
vious fraud.

But it is extremely signi-
ficant that ‘The Times’
should boast this crude
electoral stunt.

Phoney scare

‘The Tory agitation is
directed at the trade
unions.

It provides additional evi-
dence of their desperate
need to work up a scare
around the question of ‘law
and order’ and the com-
pletely phoney character of
this issue.

Doctors’ pay

ABOUT 200 junior doctors
from the London Teaching
Hospitals and other hospitals
in the London area are to
hand a petition calling for
quick government action on
salaries to Mr Marcus Lipton
(Lab. Brixton) at the House of
Commons today.

‘Guardian’ dismisses past in
boost for rump organization

Y.S. proud o

IN THE first of a series in ‘The Guardian’
explaining the relationship of the three major
parties to the new electorate, Peter Fiddick
wrote on Monday on the Labour Party’s obvious
isolation from the interests of the 18 to 21 year-

hist

BY A WORKERS

lobby of parliament called by
Liverpool’s Lucas-CAV shop
stewards to force the left MPs
to fight Wilson.)

In an attempt to explain
away what he calls the
‘lamentable’ record wof the
Labour youth movement and
the present state of affairs
Fiddick refers to a period of
‘creation, subversion and sup-
pression’,

‘The last cycle,” he says,
‘was in the mid-1960s when
the Trotskyist SLL and the
neo-Trotskyist  International
Socialists were—as the party’s
youth officer, Neil Vann,
wryly puts it—*“helping us”.

‘The outcome of that was a
cleanout of the Young Social-
ists, the constituency level
movement, and in 1967 the
disbanding of the National
Association of Labour Student
Organizations, which is why
Labour arrives in an election
campaign with merely ad hoc
student back-up and a much
depleted YS movement . . . °’

In the true tradition of the
Tory press this description of
events in the early 1960s in
the Labour Party Young Socia-
the Labour Party Young
Socialists is a complete distor-
tion, as Mr Palmer, co-mem-
ber of ‘The Guardian’ staff,
could verify if he wanted to,
as he was in the YS at that
time,

‘Freedom’

The Young Socialists was
launched in 1960 by Transport
House with promises of
greater freedom to discuss
socialist policies and in run-
ning its own organization.

In reality right from the
start the right wing sought to
suppress YS activities, particu-
larly the fight for socialist
policies.

In May 1962 ‘Keep Left’
was proscribed by  the
National Executive, on which
sat then ‘Tribune’-ites, Barbara
Castle, Tony  Greenwood,
Anthony Wedgewood Benn
and Ian Mikardo.

However, in spite of these
actions prompted by a Gait-
skellite right wing, which was
itself trying to remove Clause

4 — the nationalization prin-
ciple — from the Labour
Party’s programme, ‘Keep

Left’ was able to continue and
to grow in strength as a result
of its increasing support
amongst working-class and
unemployed youth in the YS
branches.

So much so that in 1963
and 1964 the national con-
ference of the Young Sociali-
ists passed socialist policies
advocated by ‘Keep Left’.

In a Private and Confiden-
tial report to the National
Executive on April 22, 1964,
on the national YS conference,
the Chief Officer expressed
concern at the developments
in the YS and recommended
serious consideration to the
‘structure and activities of the
Young Socialists’.

Only one month later
Streatham (London) Young
Socialists’ branch was sus-

pended and when, at its first
meeting, the YS National
Committee protested against
‘this action, it was closed
down.

Expulsions

There followed a whole
series of expulsions and
“branch closures by Labour
Party officials up and down
the country.

In such a situation of open
decimation of the youth
movement by the Labour right
wing, the majority of
Young Socialists’ National
Committee made its own call
for a massive rally to fight the
Tories with socialist policies
in September 1964 on the eve
of the General Election. The
response came from 4,000
youth.

In 1965 the Young Social-
ists proceeded with its
own independent conference
pledged to fight within the
labour movement on the basis
that ' -only socialist policies
would solve the economic
crisis which faced the newly-
elected Labour government.

From that time on the
Young Socialists with ‘Kee
Left’ has gone from strengtl
to strength gaining consider-
able support in the trade
union movement in its cam-
paigns against anti-trade union
legislation, the Vietnam war,
the wage freeze and for a
socialist alternative to Wilson.

In the coming general elec-
tion the YS will be out in
front for a class vote for
Labour against the Tories
from the youth, Leaflets in
preparation for this have been
out since the beginning of the
year.

If the Labour leadership
today bemoans the fact that
it has no youth movement,
then the record shows that it
has only itself to blame.

its
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Britain
emerging
from her
difficulties
-Labour
students

STUDENTS FOR a Labour
Victory—the ad hoc organiza-
tion hurriedly scraped to-
geth(;r under Transport House
auspices and personally spon-
sored by ‘left’ NUS president
Jack Straw—launched its elec-
tion campaign at a 60-strong
London méeting on Tuesday
night.

Chaired by Cambridge Union
ex-presidq.nt Hugh Anderson,
the meeting brought together
right-wing student Labourites
and members of the revision-
ist ‘Militant’ group under the
benevolent eye of the party’s
youth officer Neil Vann.

With its eye on the 480,000
newly enfranchised students
Transport House is making
desperate attempts to regain
1967 losses.

That year it cut off grants
to the National Association of
Labour Student Organizations
for fighting for socialist poli-
ciés.

Tuesday’s meeting dispensed
with ‘formal democracy’ in its
efforts to patch together a
hasty manifesto in support of
Wilson.

The final draft of this docu-
ment is to be prepared by a
committee consisting of two
right wingers and a repre-
sentative of the ‘Militant’
group.

To~e

The tone of the manifesto
is already clear from the draft
submitted to the meéting.

As one speaker put it—
acknowledging his debt to Ian
Mikardo’s speech to his con-
stituency dinner:

‘Our task is to get the
Labour government  back.
After that we can turn on
them like tigers. But now to
the hustings.’

Tigers or tomcats, the meet-
ing found it hard to agree
even on the deliberately vague
phrases of the draft manifesto,
which posed a ‘crucial choice’:

‘Is Britain, under a Labour
government, to reduce the in-
equalities of our society and
strengthen civil rights and
liberties? Or is it under the
Tories, to foresake these aims,
and even uproot achievements
for which we have successfully
struggled ?

Obscuréd

‘For many the clarity of this
choice is obscured by much of
the record of the Labour
government, which sacrificed
several of its egalitarian aims
to the deflationary economic
policy it adopted to meet the
economic crisis which was the
legacy of long years of Con-
sérvative rule.

‘But now, as Britain emerges
from these difficulties, the
choice becomes clearer . . .
(Emphasis added.)

Despite the economic opti-
mism shared alike by the
tame tigers of the ‘Militant’
group and the right wing, the
meeting agreed to delete any
reference to student grants
because, as one speaker said:
‘We have to accept that the
economy is not yet sound’.

A monumental understate-
ment, belied only by the
organization’s own campaign
literature:

‘We have seen a vast ime
provement in the economic
situation. The nightmare of
recurrent trade crises is be-
hind us. They can no longer
provide an excuse for in-
action.’

Absurd

With only 15 speculating
days on the stock exchange to
go before the polling booths
open, the SLV organizers ob-
viously hope the City and
Wall St will rally long enough
to maintain their absurd opti-
mism—at least until June 18,

The SLV programme is not
a programme for fighting the
Tories.

The paper tigers of the
Labour Party youth move-
ment, licensed by Transport
House, can mobilize no real
anti-Tory struggle. ;

The way forward for stud-
ents who want the Toriés de-
feated for good is to join the
Young Socialists, vote Labour
to keep the Tories out and
fight for socialist policies
against the betrayals of the
Wilson leadership.
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