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The "Star
i
Jack Jones

AFTER a lot of humming and
hawing (and no doubt stung

by the criticismt of the
Workers Press and the
prodding of Communist

Party members) the ‘Morn-
ing Star’ has at last decided
to criticize Jack Jones’ con-
duct in the dockers’ pay
negotiations.

The critique comes as an edi-
torial in yesterday’s ‘Star’.

This incredibly pathetic busi-
ness, conducted more in a
spirit of sorrow than in
anger, provides no clarifica-
tion of the real issues
involved.

It nevertheless serves to point
out the sericus problems
and tensions building up in
the CP.

The resignation of Dave Bow-
man, National Union of
Railwaymen CP leader, the
articles of Lindsay, the con-
troversy with the Greek CP
and the reaction to the elec-
toral defeats in the party
are a few of the problems.

Predictably, editor Mr
Matthews treads very
gingerly on the bureaucratic
corns of the Transport and
General Workers’ Union.

Having defended the Jones
leadership in an unprin-
cipled manner for so long,
Matthews is obviously
worried that if he proves
too much against Jones
there is a strong possibility
that he might injure him-
self grievously.

So he starts off with a pat on
the back.

‘Mr Jones and his colleagues
have rightly stressed the
vital importance of demo-
cracy in the wunion and,
indeed, have not confined
themselves to words.

‘Tt is a far cry from the days
of Arthur Deakin, and the
handing down of decisions
from on high to be accepted
without question.’

A far cry Mr Matthews?

If there is so much democracy
in the T&GWU, how does
Matthews explain the ano-
maly that every major dock
dispute recently, as under
Deakin, has never been
made official despite the
appeals and demands of the
strikers?

In 1967 we had the ridiculous
situation of T&GWU leaders
negotiating on behalf of
thousands of dockers who
were on an unofficial strikel

This prevalent tendency
proves the correctness of
the accusation brought by
Mr Henry Battie, chairman
of Tilbury docks division
on Tuesday:

‘Tack Jones was out of order
in postponing the strike
without prior reference to
the conference. Frank
Cousins did the same thing
in 1968 and there was
trouble and confusion then.’

Matthews groans:

‘It is all the more regrettable
that fully democratic pro-
cedures were not operated
in this particular case, and
and that the original strike
decision was not adhered to.

‘It would also have been better
to say openly and fully on
Monday night what the em-
ployers' offer was, so that
dock workers could make
their views known to the
delegates representing them
today.

‘The  delegates themselves
would also have had more
time to consider the details,
instead of speculating about
the various leaks.’

This might satisfy Matthews,
but it will not allay the
doubts of the T&GWU
dockers who want to know,
in the first place, what
right Jones had to drop the
demand for an increase in
the basic rate and agree
to take back an offer on
the modernization bonus
without the sanction of the
national  delegates  con-
ference.

This retreat only strengthened
the hand of the employers.

Mr Matthews is not unaware
of this .manoeuvre but he
cannot deal with it because
the Communist Party sup-
ports the Devlin plan (many
CP members actually sit on
the modernization commit-
tee in the Liverpool docks}
and a resolute struggle on
the basic rate would affect
piecework earnings, over-
time and holiday payments
and thus knock the stuffing
out of the Devlin plan.
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First national dock strike since 1926

OFFICIAL-

it’s on!
3-32

BY DAVID MAUDE

CHEERS AND APPLAUSE from placard-waving
dockers greeted delegates leaving yesterday S

national docks
delegate confer-
ence at the
Transport and

| General Work-

erss London

headquarters.

The strike, already an
unofficial fact for two days
at Glasgow, Hull, South-
ampton, Tilbury and in
London’s Royal, West
India and Millwall docks,
is now officially on.

We can now expect the
Tory government to push
through parliament immedi-
ately emergency powers—al-
lowing the use of troops on
the docks—in an effort to
break the strike.

But there can be no doubt-
ing the dockers’ determina-
tion to fight.

‘Jack Jones has had to eat
his words’, commented a

U A

THE POUND was immediately

hit after news of the decision
to stage a mnational dock
strike.

Sterling dropped back to its
nine-month low, touched on
Tuesday for a time after the
disappointing trade figures.

Dealers marked the pound
down 14.5 points to .$2.38975.

Shares also turned lower.

UL UL

group of jubilant T&GWU
cardholders from the Royals.

‘Let’s see how he makes out
with the first official national
strike since 1926 on his
plate.’

‘This is the end of Devlin
Phase Two', thought another
Royals’ striker.

As more of the 80 con-
ference delegates hurried out
to report their 48-32 vote to
reject the employers’ pay
offer and proceed with the
strike to rank-and-filers wait-
ing outside, another group of
dockers shouted: ‘Right, now
Iet’s go Tory-bashing!’

Critical

The day began with a meet-
ing of the T&GWU’s national
docks committee which proved,
accordmg to one member,
to be ‘very critical’ of the
employers’ three-point offer.

T&GWU oﬂ“lc1als—1nclud1ng
@® PAGE FOUR COL. 5

LU T

ALL TRADES UNIONS
ALLIANCE

National Docks
conference

LIVERPQOL: Saturday July 18,
2 p.m. Central Hall, Renshaw St.
*Scrap Devlin Phase Fwol Fight the
Tories| For a £20 basic wage and
nat}om.lization under workers’ con-
tro|

Credentials and further details
can be obtained from L.
Cavanagh, 5, Gamlin St,
Birkenhead.

Above: Jubilant Royal dockers cheer delegates after yesterday’s strike vote.

BROTHER
“JACK

YOUR
N OT

yesterday

Top: A placard carried outside Transport House.

DEP talks on
oil sites strike

NEGOTIATIONS between

management and unions

over the strike of 2,000 Kellogg International workers
at three NW construction sites broke down yesterday
after talks at the Department of Employment and

Productivity’s London offices.

Mass meetings will be held
at the Stanlow and Burmah
Qil Ellesmere Port sites this
morning to decide on the
strikers’ next move.

Sites
All the engineering building

BY A WORKERS PRESS
REPORTER

and plumbers, the construc-
tion engineers, the boiler-
makers and the NSSMH&D.

workers from the Shell UK
and Burmah OQil sites at
Ellesmere Port and the Car-
rington Shell Chémicals site
near Manchester have joined
forces behind demands for:

@ A 15s-an-hour minimum
with no strings.

@ Prior consultation with
stewards on all employment of
labour. Ending of the ‘black-
list’,

@ Holiday pay related to
gross earnings.

@® Improved travelling and
expense allowances.

® 80 hours severance pay
to be paid after four weeks
instead of 13 weeks.

Before  yésterday’s talks
there had already been two
meetings at local level and
one at national, involving
management and the unions—
the engineers, the electricians

Austrian CP revolt —
over Dubcek

TWENTY ONE former mem-
bers of the Austrian Com-
munist Party Central Com-
mittee * removed from the
leadership for their opposition
to the Soviet invasion of
Czechoslovakia, and 15 for-
mer organizers, have issued a
public statement against the
Party’s refusal to protest
against Dubcek’s expulsion
from the Czechoslovak Party.

‘We feel compelled,” they
say, ‘as Austrian Communists,
to express our deep regret at
the decision.’

The Austrian Party was
whipped into line behind Mos-

Mass purges in
Czech councils

MORE THAN 15,000 elected municipal and district
councillors have been purged or forced to resign from
their posts in Czechoslovakia since the Soviet invasion

in August 1968.

Over 12,000 have been
forced out by special purge
commissions operating since
the beginning of this year,
according to the official paper
‘Rude Pravo’.

No elections have been held
since 1968. The purge com-
mittees can remove councillors
from their posts and co-opt

cow at its Congress at the
beginning of June, reversing
its previous position against
the invasion.

Central Committee members
who dissented were removed,
though a number of party
officers who opposed the new
line still hold posts in the
trade unions.

The purge last month fol-
lowed the expulsion at the
end of last year of the veteran
Communist Ernst Fischer, who
was subsequently accused of
‘Trotskyism’ and slandered
together with Roger Garaudy,
recently expelled from the
French Party.

BY A
FOREIGN CORRESPONDENT

others in their place without
elections.

Before doing so, they con-
sult with the National Front
organizations in the area,
which have, of course, been
purged themselves.

Already, about 6 per cent
of all Czech councillors have
been replaced by ‘reliable’
Husak supporters. But the
purge is to continue, at least

‘until early 1971.

‘Too liberal’

The purge committees them-
selves are under fire for show-
ing ‘politically  dangerous
liberalism’ in their work.

‘Rude Pravo’ also reports
that the purge inside the
Communist Party is nearing
completion ‘and many péople
are leaving the Czechoslovak
Communist Party’.

Once this stage of the purge
is over, there are widespread
fears that the authorities—who
are being closely advised by
Soviet ‘experts’ — will begin
the preparation of legal amal-
gams to start a series of
show trials.

As delegates meet

Dockers
Stay
pul

THOUSANDS of
voted to continue their strike

portworkers

morning, anticipating

the decision taken by the docks
delegate conference tv reject the
employers’ latest offer.

Cardiff dockers voted to
join the strike and 345
men came out as ports at
Hull, Southampton, Glas-

gow, Tilbury and London

Feelings were high among
dockers over the last-minute
deferment of the
strike by Transport and
General Workers® secretary,
Jack Jones.

At TILBURY, T&GWU
divisional chairman Hadrry
Battie complained of the ‘com-
plete chaos’ caused by the
nature of the decision but
explained to a meeting of over
1,000 dockers that Jones was
not breaking any rules.

Although only 500 turned
up to Tuesday's meeting, he
said, every gate was picketed
despite the weather.

‘Every delegate to the con-
ference today will have some-
thing to say to the platform,’

he told his audience of
T&GWU and ‘Blue’ union
members.

Dockers on the floor of the
meeting expressed themselves
in stronger terms.

‘Jones should be hanged,
said one angtily. ‘He’s turned
an official dispute into an un-
official dispute.’

A T&GWU member told
Workers Press: ‘He shouldn’t
have called it off. The decision
was originally taken by the
lay delegate conference. If
they accept an offer of 7 per
cent there’ll be trouble.’

A proposal to stay out was
overwhelmingly carried by the
meeting and was supported by
a separate meetmg of clerks.

‘Blue’ union members re-
affirmed their decision not to
cross the picket lines.

A further meeting is taking
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July £1000
Appeal Fund
reaches
£124 1s 2d

OUR POSTBAG fetched in
£41 19s 9d, which is the
highest daily quota this
month, It looks as if our
readers are getting down to
the job.

There is certainly no
shortage of news these days.
Britain's dockers occupy a
similar relation to the work-
ing class today as the miners
did in 1926. Their fight is
our fight.

The Workers Press will
work day and night helping
them to win. Every dona-
tion, large or small, sent to
the Workers Press will help
us realize this worthy goal.

Post your donations to:
Workers Press Appeal Fund,
186A Clapham High Street,

London, SW4,

Woodcock
and Feather
find Tories
‘impartial’

THE FIRST ,four weeks of

the Tory government are
already revealing the role of
the reformist trade union

leadership of both the ‘left’
and ‘right’ varieties.

For Heath and his hench-
men the collaboration of the
labour bureaucracy is essen-
tial if the offensive of the
working class is to be checked
and its organization shackled.

Mr Vic Feather, TUC
general secretary, has already
made it plain that all his
electoral talk about the
Tories’ plans meaning ‘a writ
in every pay packet’ is now
to be forgotten.

In fact, he feels, in many
ways the employers’ parlia-
mentary representatives are
better than the Labourites!

v -Referring--to- Secretasy ~of
State,

Robert Carr, Feather
informs us that ‘he is much
more of an impartial chair-
man [than Barbara Castle]
and was not so obviously
pushing. I think he com-
manded the respect of the
unions concerned’.

Obviously a fellow believer
in the Tories’ impartiality is
his predecessor, George
Woodcock, head of the Com-
mission for : Industrial Rela-
tions, on which sits Will
gaynter, leading ex-CP mem-

er.

According to yesterday's
‘Daily Express’, Woodcock
‘could again become a key
figure in the government'’s
dealings with the unions . . .
there have been complaints
that it has not been given
enough to do (1) .

‘Under the Tories the com-
mission could become the
place where unions would
register their rules under a
new Industrial Relations Bill
.+ . Mr Woodcock could be
the first Registrar of Trade
Unions and Employers’ Asso-
ciations with power to ensure
that the rules of both sides
are just and democratic.’

Commenting on the CIR’s
role, he said:

‘It might be extended. I
think there is a place for it
under this government.’

Workers should take note
of the development of these
reformists and keep a close
watch on their proteges who
still function inside the trade
union movement.

-sacre

MY LAI
Inquiry
attacks

army
brass

BY A
FOREIGN CORRESPONDENT

THE US army deliberately
covered up news of the
massacre at My Lai, South
Vietnam, in which more
than 100 civilians were
murdered by US troops.

This is the conclusion of a
four-man Congressional sub-
committee which reported on
its  investigation of the
massacre earlier this week.

Senior officers in both the
army and the State Depart-
ment tried to cast ‘a blanket
of silence’ over the massacre,
the report says.

There was a deliberate
attempt within the army to
prevent word of the slaughter
reaching higher authorities.

Senior officers made no
reports and left no written
records. They ordered enlisted
men not to discuss the ques-
tion.

The one written report that

‘was found by Americal Divi-

sion colonel Oren Henderson,
had been hidden in an intelli-
gence officers’ drawer.

The report maintained that
‘about 20’ civilians had been
killed — all by helicopter and
artillery fire.

It added that Capt Ernest
Medina’s shooting of a woman
had been under combat con-
ditions which required no
further action.

But despite its sharp con-
clusions, which reveal the deep
implication of top US brass

in the massacre, the com-

mission's, tenort s itself a

éover-up job. -
‘Wrong’

It described the actions of
the soldiers at My Lai as ‘so
wrong and so foreign to the
normal character and actions
of the American military as
to raise a question about the
legal sanity of the men in-
volved’

Regardless of whose fingers
pulled the triggers at My Lai,
the responsibility for the mas-
belongs fairly and
squarely to the US  govern-
ment.

No Congressional enquiry
can bring the real criminals to
book. That is the task of the
world working class.

W. Germau:l

bank rate cut

WEST GERMANY yesterday
lowered its bank rate from
7.5 to 7 per cent. This easing
of the credit squeeze co-
incided with the approval by
parliament of the tax increases
and other deflationary
measures outlined last week.

High interest rates had been
attracting large  quantities of
foreign  capital, especiailly
dollars. The contradiction be-
tween the anti-inflationary
measures and the reduction of
interest rates expresses the
crisis now raging in the world
financial system.

JULY 25- AUGUST 8

Situated in
pleasant
surroundings on
the Essex coast.

143 At the camp, there will

W be lectures and discus-
sion on phllosophy, his-
tory and other subjects
which have featured in
Workers Press.
If you are interested and
would like to attend the
Summer Camp, please
complete form below :

Complele form and send io‘
Summer Camp, 186a Clapham High St. SW4.

SOCIALIST LABOUR LEAGUE AND YOUNG SOCIALISTS

Please send me details of Summer Camp.
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The 'Sta
all
Jack Jones

AFTER a lot of humming and
hawing (and no doubt stung
by the criticisnt of the
Workers Press and the
prodding of Communist
Party members) the ‘Morn-
ing Star’ has at last decided
to criticize Jack Jones’ con-
duct in the dockers’ pay
negotiations.

The critique comes as an edi-
torial in yesterday’'s ‘Star’.

This incredibly pathetic busi-
ness, conducted more in a
spirit of sorrow than in
anger, provides no clarifica-
tion of the real issues
involved.

It nevertheless serves to point
out the serious problems
and tensions building up in
the CP.

The resignation of Dave Bow-
man, National Union of
Railwaymen CP leader, the
articles of Lindsay, the con-
troversy with the Greek CP
and the reaction to the elec-
toral defeats in the party
are a few of the problems.

Predictably, editor Mr
Matthews treads very
gingerly on the bureaucratic
corns of the Transport and
General Workers’ Union.

Having defended the Jones
leadership * in an unprin-
cipled manner for so long,
Matthews is obviously
worried that if he proves
too much against Jones
there is a strong possibility
that he might injure him-
self grievously.

So he starts off with a pat on
the back.

‘Mr Jones and his colleagues
have rightly stressed the
vital importance of demo-
cracy in the union and,
indeed, have not confined
themselves to words.

‘It is a far cry from the days
of Arthur Deakin, and the
handing down of decisions
from on high to be accepted
without question.’

A far cry Mr Matthews?

If there is so much democracy
in the T&GWU, how does
Matthews explain the ano-
maly that every major dock
dispute recently, as under
Deakin, has never been
made official despite the
appeals and demands of the
strikers?

In 1967 we had the ridiculous
situation of T&GWU leaders
negotiating on behalf of
thousands of dockers who
were on an unofficial strike!

This prevalent tendency
proves the correctness of
the accusation brought by
Mr Henry Battie, chairman
of Tilbury docks division
on Tuesday:

‘Jack Jones was out of order
in postponing the strike
without prior reference to
the conference. Frank
Cousins did the same thing
in 1968 and there was
trouble and confusion then.’

Matthews groans:

‘It is all the more regrettable
that fully democratic pro-
cedures were not operated
in this particular case, and
and that the original strike
decision was not adhered to.

‘It would also have been better
to say openly and fully on
Monday night what the em-
ployers’ offer was, so that
dock workers could make
their views known to the
delegates representing them
today.

‘The  delegates themselves
would also have had more
time to consider the details,
instead of speculating about
the various leaks.’

This might satisfy Matthews,
but it will not allay the
doubts of the T&GWU
dockers who want to know,
in the first place, what
right Jones had to drop the
demand for an increase in
the basic rate and agree
to take back an offer on
the modernization bonus
without the sanction of the
national  delegates con-
ference.

This retreat only strengthened

' the hand of the employers.

Mr Matthews is not unaware
of this manoeuvre but he
cannot deal with it because
the Communist Party sup-
ports the Devlin plan (many
CP members actually sit on
the modernization commit-
tee in the Liverpool docks)
and a resolute struggle on
the basic rate would affect
piecework earnings, over-
time and holiday payments
and thus knock the stuffing
out of the Devlin plan.

@ PAGE FOUR COL. 8

First national dock strike since 1926

1t’s on!
3-32

BY DAVID MAUDE

CHEERS AND APPLAUSE from placard-waving

dockers greeted delegates leaving yesterday’s

national docks
delegate confer-
ence at the
Transport and

| General Work-

erss London

headquartérs.

The strike, already an
unofficial fact for two days
at Glasgow, Hull, South-
ampton, Tilbury and in
London’s Royal, West
India and Millwall docks,
is now officially on.

We can now expect the
Tory government to push
through parliament immedi-
ately emergency powers—al-
lowing the use of troops on
the docks—in an effort to
break the strike.

But there can be no doubt-
ing the dockers’ determina-
tion to fight,

‘Jack Jones has had to eat
his words’, commented a

B

THE POUND was immediately
hit after news of the decision
to stage a national dock
strike.

Sterling dropped back to its
nine-month low, touched on
Tuesday for a time after the
disappointing trade figures.

Dealers marked the pound
down 14.5 points to -$2.38975.

Shares also turned lower.

HEHIIT e

group of jubilant T&GWU
cardholders from the Royals.

‘Let’s see how he makes out
with the first official national
strike since 1926 on his
plate.’

‘This is the end of Devlin
Phase Two’, thought another
Royals’ striker.

As more of the 80 con-
ference delegates hurried out
to report their 48-32 vote to
reject the employers’ pay
offer and proceed with the
strike to rank-and-filers wait-
ing outside, another group of
dockers shouted: ‘Right, now
Iet’s go Tory-bashing!’

Critical

The day began with a meet-
ing of the T&GWU'’s national
docks committee which proved,
according to one member,
to be ‘very critical’ of the
employers’ three-point offer.

T&GWU officials—including
@ PAGE FOUR COL. 5

ALL TRADES UNIONS
ALLIANCE

National Docks
conference

LIVERPOOL: s.mi July 18,
2 p.m. Central Hall, Renshaw St.
‘Scrap Devlin Phase Twol Fight the
Tories! For a £20 basic wage and
nat1l9mllzatlon under workers’ con-
trol’.

Credentials and further details
can be obtained from L.
Cavanagh, 5, Gamlin St,
Birkenhead.
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yesterday

Above: Jubilant Royal dockers cheer delegates after yesterday’s strike vote. Top: A placard carried outside Transport House.

DEP talks on
oil sites strike

NEGOTIATIONS between management and unions
over the strike of 2,000 Kellogg International workers
at three NW construction sites broke down yesterday
after talks at the Department of Employment and

Productivity’s London offices.

Mass meetings will be held
at the Stanlow and Burmah
Qil Ellesmere Port sites this
morning to decide on the
strikers’ next move.

Sites

All the engineering building
workers from the Shell UK
and Burmah Oil sites at
Ellesmere Port and the Car-
rington Shell Chémicals site
near Manchester have joined
forces behind demands for:

@® A 15s-an-hour minimum
with no strings.

@ Prior consultation with
stewards on all employment of
labour. Ending of the ‘black-
list’.

@ Holiday pay related to
gross earnings.

@ Improved travelling and
expense allowances.

@ 80 hours severance pay
to be paid after four weeks
instead of 13 weeks.

Before yésterday’s talks
there had already been two
meetings at local level and
one at national, involving
management and the unions—
the engineeérs, the electricians

BY A WORKERS PRESS
REPORTER

and plumbers, the construc-
tion engineers, the boiler-
makers and the NSSMH&D.

- Austrian CP revolt —
over Dubcek

TWENTY ONE former mem-
bers of the Austrian Com-
munist Party Central Com-
mittee * removed from the
leadership for their opposition
to the Soviet invasion of
Czechoslovakia, and 15 for-
mer organizers, have issued a
public statement against the
Party’s refusal to protest
against Dubcek’s expulsion
from the Czechoslovak Party.

‘We feel compelled,’ they
say, ‘as Austrian Communists,
to express our deep regret at
the decision.’

The Austrian Party was
whipped into line behind Mos-

Mass purges in
Czech councils

MORE THAN 15,000 elected municipal and district
councillors have been purged or forced to resign from
their posts in Czechoslovakia since the Soviet invasion

in August 1968.

Over 12,000 have been
forced out by special purge
commissions operating since
the beginning of this year,
according to the official paper
‘Rude Pravo’.

No elections have been held
since 1968. The purge com-
mittees can remove councillors
from their posts and co-opt

cow at its Congress at the
beginning of June, reversing
its previous position against
the invasion.

Central Committee members
who dissented were removed,
though a number. of party
officers who opposed the new
line still hold posts in the
trade unions.

The purge last month fol-
lowed the expulsion at the
end of last year of the veteran
Communist Ernst Fischer, who
was subsequently accused of
‘Trotskyism’ and slandered
together with Roger Garaudy,
recently expelled from the
French Party.

BY A
FOREIGN CORRESPONDENT

others in their place without
elections.

Before doing so, théy con-
sult with the National Front
organizations in the area,
which have, of course, been
purged themselves.

Already, about 6 per cent
of all Czech councillors have
been replaced by ‘reliable’
Husak supporters. But the
purge is to continue, at least
until early 1971.

‘Too liberal’

The purge committees them-
selves are under fire for show-
ing ‘politically dangerous
liberalism’ in their work.

‘Rude Pravo’ also reports
that the purge inside ' the
Communist Party is nearing
completion ‘and many péople
are leaving the Czechoslovak
Communist Party’.

Once this stage of the purge
is over, there are widespread
fears that the authorities—who
are being closely advised by
Soviet ‘experts’ — will begin
the preparation of legal amal-
gams to start a series of
show trials.

As delegates meet

‘Dockers
Slay

Ut

THOUSANDS
voted to continue their strike

of portworkers

morning, anticipating

the decision taken by the docks
delegate conference to reject the
employers’ latest offer.

Cardiff dockers voted to
join the strike and 345
men came out as ports at
Hull, Southampton, Glas-
gow, Tilbury and London

Feelings were high among
dockers over the last-minute
deferment of the nationn],
strike by Transport and
General Workers’ secretary,
Jack Jones.

At TILBURY, T&GWU
divisional chairman Hdrry
Battie complained of the ‘com-
plete chaos’ caused by the
nature of the decision but
explained to a meeting of over
1,000 dockers that Jones was
not breaking any rules.

Although only 500 turned
up to Tuesday’s meeting, he
said, every gate was picketed
despite the weather.

‘Every delegate to the con-
ference today will have some-
thing to say to the platform,’

he told his audience of
T&GWU and ‘Blue’ union
members.

Dockers on the floor of the
meeting expressed themselves
in stronger terms.

‘Jones should be hanged,’
said one angrily. ‘He’s turned
an official dispute into an un-
official dispute.’

A T&GWU member told
Workers Press: ‘He shouldn’t
have called it off. The decision
was originally taken by the
lay delegate conference. If
they accept an offer of 7 per
cent there’ll be trouble.’

A proposal to stay out was
overwhelmingly carried by the
meetihg and was supported by
a separate meeting of clerks.

‘Blue’ union members re-
affirmed their decision not to
cross the picket lines.

A further meeting is taking
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- Woodcock, head of the Com-

July £1000
Appeal Fund
reaches
£124 15 2d

OUR POSTBAG fetched in
£41 19s 9d, which is the
highest daily quota this
month, It looks as if our
readers are getting down to
the job.

There is certainly no
shortage of news these days.
Britain’s dockers occupy a
similar relation to the work-
ing class today as the miners
did in 1926. Their fight is
our fight.

The Workers Press will
work day and night helping
them to win. Every dona-
tion, large or small, sent to
the Workers Press will help
us realize this worthy goal.

Post your donations to:
Workers Press Appeal Fund,
186A Clapham High Street,

London, SW4,

Woodcock
and Feather
find Tories
‘impartial’

THE FIRST .four weeks of
the Tory government are
already revealing the role of
the reformist trade union
leadership of both the ‘left’
and ‘right’ varieties.

For Heath and his hench-
men the collaboration of the
labour bureaucracy is essen-
tial if the offensive of the
working class is to be checked
and its organization shackled.

Mr Vic Feather, TUC
general secretary, has already
made it plain that all his
electoral talk about the
Tories’ plans meaning ‘a writ
in every pay packet’ .is now
to be forgotten.

In fact, he feels, in many
ways the employers’ parlia-
mentary representatives are
better than the Labourites!

Referring o Secretary -of
State, Robert Carr, Feather
informs us that ‘he is much
more of an impartial chair-
man [than Barbara Castle]
and was not so obviously
pushing. I think he com-
manded the respect of the
unions concerned’.

Obviously a fellow believer
in the Tories’ impartiality is
his predecessor, George

mission for . Industrial Rela-
tions, on which sits Will
l;aynter, leading ex-CP mem-
er.

According to yesterday’s
‘Daily Express’, Woodcock
‘could again become a key
figure in the government’s
dealings with the unions . . .
there have been complaints
that it has not been given
enough to do (1) . . .

‘Under the Tories the com-
mission could become the
place where unions would
register their rules under a
new Industrial Relations Bill
.« . Mr Woodcock could be
the first Registrar of Trade
Unions and Employers’ Asso-
ciations with power to ensure
that the rules of both sides
are just and democratic.’

Commenting on the CIR’s
role, he said:

‘It might be extended. I
think there is a place for it
under this government.’

Workers should take note
of the development of these
reformists and keep a close
watch on their proteges who
still function inside the trade
union movement.

‘Gover-up job.

MY LAI
Inquiry
attacks

army
brass

BY A
FOREIGN CORRESPONDENT

THE US army deliberately
covered up news of the
massacre at My Lai, South
Vietnam, in which more
than 100 civilians were
murdered by US troops.

This is the conclusion of a
four-man Congressional sub-
committee which reported on
its  investigation of the
massacre earlier this week.

Senior officers in both the
army and the State Depart-
ment tried to cast ‘a blanket
of silence’ over the massacre,
the report says.

There was a deliberate
attempt within the army to
prevent word of the slaughter
reaching higher authorities.

Senior officers made no
reports and left no written
records. They ordered enlisted
men not to discuss the ques-
tion.

The one written report that

‘was found by Americal Divi-

sion colonel Oren Henderson,
had been hidden in an intelli-
gence officers’ drawer.

The report maintained that
‘about 20’ civilians had been
killed — all by helicopter and
artillery fire.

It added that Capt Ernest
Medina’s shooting of a woman
had been under combat con-
ditions which required no
further action.

But despite its sharp con-
clusions, which reveal the deep
implication of top US brass
in the massacre, the com-
mission's  -enort s itself a

‘Wrong’

It described the actions of
the soldiers at My Lai as ‘so
wrong and so foreign to the
normal character and actions
of the American military as
to raise a question about the
legal sanity of the men in-
volved’.

Regardless of whose fingers
pulled the triggers at My Lai,
the responsibility for the mas-
sacre belongs fairly and
squarely to the US.govern-
ment.

No Congressional enquiry
can bring the real criminals to
book. That is the task of the
world working class.

W. Germaﬁ

bank rate cut

WEST GERMANY yesterday
lowered its bank rate from
7.5 to 7 per cent. This easing
of the credit squeeze co-
incided with the approval by
parliament of the tax increases
and other deflationary
measures outlined last week.

High interest rates had been
attracting large quantities of
foreign  capital, especially
dollars. The contradiction be-
tween the anti-inflationary
measures and the reduction of
interest rates expresses the
crisis now raging in the world
financial system.

JULY 25- AUGUST 8

Situated in
pleasant
surroundings on
the Essex coast.
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? At the camp, there will
A% be lectures and discus-
sion on phllosophy, his-
tory and other subjects
which have featured In
Workers Press.

If you are interested and
would like to attend the
Summer Camp, please
complete form below :

-~
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Complete form and send to!

SSOCIALIST LABOUR LEAGUE AND YOUNG SOCIALISTS

VRS IR IR DI LRI N
R NG A el

Summer Camp, 186a Clapham High St. SW4.

Please send me details of Summer Camp.
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YS National Secretary John Sim-
mance addresses the London
Region YS rally.

YOUNG SOCIALISTS’
activities over the past
two weeks have _seen
three of the most suc-
cessful rallies held by the
youth movement.

Held in the Middlesex,
London and Southern
regions the rallies brought
into activity for the first time
many young people com-
pletely new to politics.

In all three areas federa-
tions found that the response,
particularly from immigrant
youth, stemmed from a
growing political awareness
amongst  young  workers
which had developed during
the election campaign and
was now reinforced with a

LAY

recognition of the wurgent
necessity to fight against
Tory policy.

Combining sporting activi-
ties — football, netball and
cricket—with films and a dis-
cotheque in the evening, which
was preceded by a short meet-
ing, the rallies provided a good
basis both for recruitment to
the YS and for persuading
members to sign up for the
summer camp in July and
August.

Dk ‘

THREE HUNDRED youth
attended the London Region
rally—this was double the
size of any such previous
event.

With 24 teams taking part in
the five-aside football tourna-
ment, the winners, Becontree
Bombers and Erith 1 teams,
were hard put to establish
victory.

The final result when these
teams played each other was a
goal-less draw after seven and
a half minutes so it was agreed

that they should share the
prize.

For those not interested in
football there was a game of
cricket.

Following a  full-length
feature film, National Secre-
tary of the Young Socialists
John Simmance spoke briefly
on the most recent political
events.

*

He pointed out that this
was the first rally held by
the Young Socialists under a
Tory government.

The response showed that
even bigger rallies could be
expected in the future with
the growth of working-class
struggles under the Tories.

Encouraging everyone to
come to the Young Socialists’
summer camp, he explained
that it was vital in the theo-
retical preparation of all YS
members.

The camp and the YS sum-
mer programme were part of
the preparation for the anti-
Tory rally of youth, now to be
held in Alexandra Palace
early in 1971.

WITH an attendance of 150
youth the Middlesex Region
Rally was a big success too.

Twelve teams participated
in an exciting five-a-side foot-
ball tournament which was
won by Hampstead YS. Girls
played a game of netball.

At the meeting there was
a very interested response
from the audience to Regional
Secretary Rick Crust’s speech
on the tasks ahead for the
Young Socialists and the work-
ing class following the elec-
tion of the Tory government.

Many of the new members
signed up and paid deposits
for the YS summeér camp.

The two winning five-a-side football teams at the London Region YS rally: The Becontree Bombers (top), and Erith |.

Scottish asbestos workers'

strike N 12th vweek

AN UNOFFICIAL strike
by 120 workers at Turner’s
Asbestos and Cement

Company, Clydebank,
Scotland, is now in its 12th
week.

The strikers have rejected
the company’s 3d reply to
their 3s-an-hour wage claim,

In February this year a pro-
ductivity deal, complete with
job evaluation and a new
bonus scheme was introduced.
At the same time the basic
wage was increased from £12
2s 6d a week to £14.

This scheme was devised by

Name ... .o, .

the Genéral and Municipal

Workers’ Union leadership
and the employers in the
National Joint Industrial
Council.

The men soon realized they
were losing rather than gain-
ing from the new bonus
scheme and made their
demand for a straight increase
to raise their basic rate to
10s 3d an hour.

Long struggle

The factory, noted for its
low wages and difficult work-
ing conditions, has witnessed
a long struggle for 100 per
cent trade unionism.

e m———— —— — — — =

| would like information about

THE SOCIALIST
LABOUR LEAGUE ;

Fill in the form below and send to NATIONAL
SECRETARY, SOCIALIST LABOUR LEAGUE,
186A CLAPHAM HIGH ST, LONDON, SW4.

Address ...

Workers feel there is a con-
stant health hazard from
abestiosis, a Kkiller disease,
but the management does not
think this warrants extra pay.

The factory is part of the
giant Turner and Newall com-
bine which produces substan-
tial profits every year.

At a recent meeting with
the stewards, the management
claimed they could not pay
more because of the ‘eco-
nomic crisis’.

Commeénted one steward.
‘We have an economic crisis
every week when we take our
pay packets home to our
wives.’

National and local GMWU
officials have refused to recog-
nize the strike.

Learned lesson

But the workers have
learned some of the lessons
from the Pilkington strike and
have sought aid independently.

They have travelled as far
as Widnés in Lancashire,
where Turner’s have a bigger
plant, to appeal for money.
Widnes stewards have prom-
ised an overtime ban from
July 15 and a levy on their
members.

More than this is requiréd.
The strikers’ position is now
very serious. They have been
out 11 weeks without a penny
from the union leadership.

Local union officials have

suggested that they send in
some men to clean the
machines during the present
holiday period. This has been
rejected with contempt.

There aré 30 maintainance
workers in the factory who
must be called out by the
Amalgamated Union of En-
gineering and Foundryworkers
and the Association of Super-
visory, Technical and Mana-
gerial Staffs.

Solidarity

There must be immeédiate
financial support and solidar-
ity action by all Clydeside
workers, some of whom at
Singers have already donated
a £118 collection.

Action must also come from
other factories in the combine
at Tamworth, Erith, Trafford
Park, Mancheéster, as well as
Widnes. There is also a plant
at Ballyclair in Eire.

Branch secretary Jim Sheeran
pointed out that the Irish
cement workers’ strike had
threatened Turner’s, bécause
cement is a necessary in-
gredient of asbestos.

The scabbing by the Polish
government in supplying
cement to the Irish employers
only helped to strengthen the
Turner-Newall combine,

Immediate support for the
Clydebank strikers can be
sent to:

J. Sheeran, 66 Invercanny
Drive, Drumchapel, Glasgow.

B Successful . _
YS rallies attract
new Yyouth to politics

AT THE Southern Region
rally Assistant Secretary of
the Socialist Labour League
Sheila Torrance spoke on the
significance for the British
working class of the develop-
ments in N Ireland.

She explained the develop-
ments in the struggle against
the Tory government by the

~ '

IT USED to be said that
cleanliness was akin to

‘godliness.
Perhaps that was in the
old days when getting

spruced up was quite a

chore and cleaning clothes -

was a matter of bashing the
garments continuously in
. water or—if you could afford
it — dowsing them in per-
fume.

‘Nowadays, of course, god
works in more mysterious

" (and lucrative) ways.

Workers are called upon to
buy the Ilatest toilet soap,
which will give them a skin
like Elizabeth Taylor (rather
unfortunate if you happen to
work on the docks) or to pur-
chase the newest detergent
washing powder, guaranteed to
contain the most up-to-date
and scientifically-tested miracle
whitener without which your
child’s clothes will look posi-
tively filthy and condemn the
offspring to universal scorn
and derision.

Needless to say, there is
very little difference between
most of these chemical prepa-
rations, not least because the
101 gaudily labelled boxes con-
taining their red, white and
blue miracles are almost all
manufactured by just two giant
corporations — Unilever, and
Proctor and Gamble—battling
to clean-up the market.

In 1968, the course of the
struggle took a slightly differ-
ent turn.

Biological
Proctor & Gamble hit the
market with a new product,
Ariel, the first of the so-called
biological detergents to appear
in Britain.

According to the blurb, ‘it
actually digests the really
tough dirt and stains like
blood, egg, blackberry, grass—
makes light work of nappy
stains, collar and cuff lines,
milky tea and coffee spills’.

Not to be outdone, Unilever
rapidly appeared on the scene
with its biological miracle,
Radiant, explaining briefly that
the secret was ‘biological
enzymes — natural substances
with a remarkable power to
lift out stains’.

In biology, enzymes appear
in most life processes as chem-
ical substances which act as
‘triggers’ and without which
many essential processes would
not take place. -

Nerve gases, for example,
can produce paralysis and
death by destroying vital
enzymes dnd pesticides operate
in the same way.

In biological washing powd-
ers, certain enzymes are intro-
duced to help chemical changes

- tions

English working class and the
necessity to fight to force the
Tories to resign.

A central point to the dis-
cussion which followed was
the development of the Work-
ers Press.

In the afternoon teams had
taken part in a five-aside foot-
ball contest. The winners, New
Addington Celtic, beat St
Chad’s in the final.

> /

Top: East London Federation out recruiting;

R

SRS

Above: The discotheque at the Southern Region Rally.

to take place and to break

down the protein material of

which stubborn stains, such as

blood, egg, etc., are made up.
So far so good.

Unfortunately, within a
short time of their appearance,
the powders raised problems
which were of a more serious
nature than the glow of
father’s underpants.

In June of last year, the .

then Minister of State, Board
of Trade, Lord Brown,
announced that all organiza-
concerned with the
manufacture of enzyme wash-
ing powders had been invited
to urgent discussions by the
chief inspector of factories.

Answering a question in the
House of Lords, he said that
the risk to workers was that
the material could cause skin
reaction and illness and that
inhalation might lead to lung
damage.

Assured

Unilever quickly assured the
public that they had little

_trouble with the health of their

employees and that all workers
engaged on producing the
powder wore face masks and
protective clothing and were
protected by special ventila-
tion systems.

Proctor & Gamble reportedly

spent the ‘massive’. sum of
£50,000 on such protective
measures.

By December the United
States Federal Trade Commis-
sion had ordered a study of
possible health hazards from
biological washing powders,
stating that indications were
that workers could contact
dermatitis and flu-like symp-
toms.

At this point the Depart-
ment of Employment and Pro-
ductivity’s industrial health
section stated that there was
no cause for concern and that
there was no question of con-
sumers being affected.

However, it soon became
clear how unaffected consum-
ers i.e. housewives, for the
most part, had been.

A report in the ‘British
Medical Journal’ in February
revealed the results of a sur-
vey on the affeots of enzyme
powders on Nottingham home-
helps in July 1969.

The survey was carried out
by the senior medical officer
and the registrar in derma-
tology at Nottingham General
and City Hospitals, who
found that 5 per cent of 238
home-helps who had wused
detergents with impunity for
many years, suffered from
intense irritation, blistering
and swelling of the hands
since using the new powders.

Ariel and Radiant were
the powders named in the
report.

The symptoms appeared so
soon after the exposure to the

.
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BY MARTIN ZARROP

detergent that they were far
more likely to have been the
direct result of using the
powders than indirectly
through some allergic effect.

The , doctors reported that
12 home-helps went sick with
dermatitis and eight were off
work for a total of 45 weeks.

Sunlight

A ‘British Medical Journal’
editorial commented that
exposure to sunlight may have
played some part in producing
the symptoms.

However, it should be noted
that, whatever the combina-
tion of factors, the leading
manufacturers had already
stated earlier in February that
enzyme products were
regarded as no more hazard-
ous than other detergents!

Obviously there were others
who thought otherwise and at
the end of February the
Swedish national co-operative
movement (known as KF), who
hold 27 per cent of the deter-
gent market in
decided that their own enzyme
powder Tend should no

- longer contain the offending

substance.

The reasons given were
familiar — dermatitis of the
hands among consumers and
lung disorders among workers
manufacturing the product.

Dermatitis had occurred
even when the temperature of
the water was above that

calculated to inactivate the’

enzyme — about 150 degrees
Fahrenheit.

A spokesman for Unilever
said:

Sweden, -

‘Since the introduction of
enzyme detergents, relatively
few complaints have been
received’.

However, Unilever’s profits
for the first nine months of
the 1969-1970 financial year
were down because the com-
pany was ‘caught on the hop
with enzyme detergents and
forced to hit back with a
costly promotional campaign’
(‘The Guardian’, February 25,
1970).

After all this, we can, of
course, still buy biological
detergents in the shops and
supermarkets.

- Anyway, we might argue, if

the stuff’s so good, it might
be worthwhile disregarding
the possibilities of any ill
effects.

Report

It might therefore be worth-
while to see what ‘Which’, the
consumer magazine, said about
the two main enzyme powders
iln 61:9heir report in September,

969.

Apart from costing 11d a
pound more than the cheapest
ordinary detergents at that
time, ‘our tests showed that,
in general, ordinary washing
powders removed stains we
looked at just as well as
enzyme detergents . . .

‘Perhaps the most useful
thing to emerge from our test
is that, whatever detergent
you use, the best way of get-
ting out difficult stains is to
soak.’

The only exception seems to

be what are politely referred to
as ‘understains’!

Truly, the almighty moves
in mysterious ways.
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6.10
6.45
7.05
7.15
8.00
8.50
9.10

THE DOCTORS.
TOM AND JERRY.
TOP OF THE POPS.

NEWS and weather.

All regions as BBC 1 except:

Midlands and E Anglia: 6.20-6.45 Mid-
lands today. Look East, weather.
11.47 News, weather.

North of England: 6.20-6.45 Look
North, weather. 11.47 News, weather.

Wales: 12 noon-1.30 Cricket. 6.20
Wales today, weather. 6.45-7.05
Heddiw.

11.00-11.20 a.m. PLAY SCHOOL.
7.30
8.00
9.10
10.05

p-m. NEWS and weather.

6.02
6.30
6.55
7.25

APPLAUSE! APPLAUSE!
PEYTON PLACE.

father a bride.
9.30 THIS WEEK. 10.00 NEWS.
10.30 CINEMA. 11.00 MUSIC HALL.
12 midnight NOT SO ENCLOSED.

CHANNEL: 4.27 Puffin’s birthday greet-
ings. 4.40 Enchanted house. 4.55 Two
D’s and a dog. 5.20 London. 6.00
News, wecather. 6.10 Cheaters. 6.35
Crossroads.  7.00 Film: ‘Command
Decision’. With Clark Gable and Wal-
ter Pidgeon. 9.00 Never mind the
quality, feel the width. 9.30 London.
11.00 Hadleigh. 11.50 Weather.

WESTWARD. As Channel except: 4.25
News. 4.27 Gus Honeybun. 6.00 Diary.
11.55 Faith  for life. Midnight
weather.

SOUTHERN: 2.00 London. 4.00 House-
party. 4.15 London. 6.00 Day by day.
6.35 Never mind the quality, feel
the width. 7.05 Film. ‘Murder at the
Gallop’. With Margaret Rutherford,
Robert Morley and Flora Robson.

Agatha Christie murder mystery. 8.35
Saint. 9.30 London. 11.00 News. 11.10

!
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ANTHOLOGY

12.55-1.25 p.m. Bric-a-brac. 1.30 Watch with mother. 1.45-1.53 News
and weather. 3.55 Play school. 4.15 Jackanory. 4.25 Adventure weekly.
4.50 Abbott and Costello. 4.55 The British Commonwealth games from
Edinburgh. Opening ceremony. 5.50 News headlines.

NEWS and weather. 6.20 LONDON.

THE EXPERT. ‘No Home In the CHy’.

COMMONWEALTH CARNIVAL. International folk music to cele-
brate the opening of the Commonwealth Games.

10.00 BRITISH COMMONWEALTH GAMES,
10.30 24 HOURS. 11.15 Weather.

11.17 DECIMAL SHOP.
RIEGEION AL B3BBG

Scotland: 6.20-6.45 Reporting Scotland.
11.47 News, weather.

N Ireland: 6.20-6.45 Scene around six,
weather. 11.47 News, weather. Road
works report.

South
West. South today. Spotlight South-
West, weather. 11.47 News, weather.

and West: 6.20-6.45 Points

NOT A WORD. 8.30 THE MONEY PROGRAMME.

W. SOMERSET MAUGHAM. ‘Flotsam and Jetsam’.

JAZZ SCENE AT THE RONNIE SCOTT CLUB. With Buddy Rich
and His Orchestra, the Charlie Shavers Quartet, the Grant
Green Trio and Champion Jack Dupree.

10.50 NEWS and weather. “0.55 LINE-UP.

F};\w

2.00-4.10 p.m, Great Yorkshire Show. The William Hanson Stakes and
the Midland Bank Cock o’ the North Championship. 4.17 Origami. 4.30
Crossroads. 4.55 Flipper. 5.20 How. 5.50 News.

NEVER IMIND THE QUALITY, FEEL THE WIDTH.

THURSDAY FILM. ‘The Courtship of Eddie’s Father’. With
Glenn Ford, Shirley Jones, Stella Stevens and Dina Merrill.
The son of an eligible widower decides to help choose his

l%’ltouchables. 12.05 Weather. Action

HARLECH: 3.00-4.23 London. 4.25
l!unkin. 4.40 Hubble bubble. 4.55
orest rangers. 5,20 London. 6.01

Report. 6.10 Hogan’s heroes. 6.35
Crossroads. 7.00 Movie. ‘The Ambassa-
dor’s Daughter’. With Olivia de
Havilland, John Forsythe and Myrna
Loy. The US ambassador’s daughter in
Paris sets out to prove that GIs abroad
are well behaved. 9.00 Never mind the
quality, feel the width. 9.30 London.
Midnight weather.

HTV  (West)
above except:
4.23-4.25, 6.01-6.35 Scene West.

colour channel 61 as

HTV (Wales) colour channel 41 as

above except:
5.20-5.50 Tins a lei. 11.00 Y dydd.

11.30 Hyd a lled.

HTV (Cymru/Wales) black and white
service as above except:

5.20-5.50 Tins a lei. 6.01 Y dydd. 6.30-
6.35 Report-Wales.

ANGLIA: 2.00 London. 4.30 News-
room. 4.40 Plupp. 4.50 Flipper. 5.15
London. 6.00 About Anglia. 6.20

Arena. 6.35 Crossroads. 7.00 ‘Ferry to
Hong Kong’. With Curt Jurgens, Orson
Welles and Sylvia Syms. 9.00 Never
mind the quality, feel the width. 9.30
London. 11.00 Man in a suitcase. 11.55
Reflection.

ATV MIDLANDS: 2.00 London. 4.02
Women today. 4.10 Peyton Place. 4.40
Enchanted house. 4.55 Stingray. 5.15
London. 6.00 ATV today. 6.35 Cross-
roads. 7.00 Movie: ‘The Private War of
Major Benson’. With Charlton Heston.
An officer who is posted to a special
kind of military academy. 9.00 Never
mind the quality, feel the width. 9.30
London. 11.00 Man of the world. 11.56
Pulse, weather.

ULSTER: 4.30 Romper room. 4.50
News. 4.55 Floris. 5.00 London. 6.00
News. 6.05 Family affair. 6.35 Cross-
roads, 7.00 Cartoon treat. 7.10 Branded.
7.40 Name of the game. 9.00 Never
mind the quality, feel the width.
9.30 London. 11.00 Avengers.

YORKSHIRE: 2.00 London. 4.10
Origami. 4.25 Matinee. 4.50 Skippy.
5.20 London. 6.00 Calendar, weather.
6.30 Champions. 7.30 Hark at Barker.
8.00 Mannix. 9.00 Never mind the
quality, feel the width. 9.30 London.
11.00 Avengers. 11.55 Weather.

GRANADA: 2.00 London. 4.10 News.
Short story. 4.40 Enchanted house,
Newsview. 6.05 Take me to your
4.55 Forest ranéers. 5.15 London. 6.00
leaders. 6.30 Champions. 7.25 Film:
‘The Happy Thieves’. With Rex Harri-
son and Rita Hayworth, A gentleman
thief steals a painting and then it is
stolen from him. 9.00 Never mind the
quality, feel the width. 9.30 London.
11.00 Invaders.

TYNE TEES: 2.00 London. 4.05 News-
room. 4.10 Please sir! 4.40 Hatty town.
4.55 Floris. 5.20 London. 6.00 Today
at six. 6.30 Police call. 6.35 Sky's the
limit. 7.05 Love American style. 8.00
Invaders. 9.00 Never mind the quality,
feel the width. 9.30 London. 11.00
University challenge. 11.30 News. 11.45
Lyn and Graham McCarthy sing.

BORDER: 4.13 News. 4.15 Nanny and
the professor. 4.40 Enchanted house.
4.55 Mr Piper. 5.15 London. 6.00
News. Lookaround. 6.35 Crossroads.
7.00 ‘Portrait of Clare’. With Margaret
Johnston, Richard Todd, Bruce Seton
and Anne Gunning. An old woman
reminisces on the eve of her grand
daughter’s engagement party. 8.30 Hark
at Barker. 9.00 Never mind the quality,
feel the width. 9.30 London. 11.00
Homicide. 11.55 News, weather.

SCOTTISH: 4.15 London. 4.55 Forest
rangers. 5.15 London. 6.00 Summer
scene. 6.30 High living. 7.00 Film.
‘Easter Parade’. With Judy Garland
and Fred Astaire. 9.00 Never mind
the quality, feel the width. 9.30 Lon-
don. 11.00 Late call. 11.05 Danger man.

GRAMPIAN: 4.20 Freud on food. 4.50
Win a word. 5.15 London., 6.00 News,
weather., 6.10 Beverly hillbillies. 6.35
Crossroads. 6.55 Movie: ‘The Seventh
Dawn’. 9.00 Never mind the quality,
feel the width. 9.30 London. 11.00 Man
in a suitcase.

Available from New Park Publications, 186A Clapham High St., London, SW4.
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CAN THE teachers and the Tories live happily
ever after? Recent statements by National Union
of Teachers (NUT) secretary Edward Britton and
Victor Feather of the TUC must surely qualify them
for the title left vacant by the brothers Grimm and
the celebrated Hans Christian Anderson.

First listen to the spell-
binding magic of Mr Feather,
as reported in ‘The Teacher’
July 10, addressing the NUT
executive.

‘He forecast a period of
economic expansion which
would have important con-
sequences for education.

‘We think that the present
government will do very many
of the things we were wanting
the previous government to do.
We think in fact that they
will go for expansion and will
not place as much emphasis
on ‘the balance of payments
. . . The TUC was concerned
about economic growth,
because they believed that

there should be more invest-
ment and improvements in

living standards. We
regard education as being an
important part of living stand-
ards.’

The moral of this story is
that a Tory government is good
for education.

Mr _ Britton told a Boston
meeting recently:

‘I very much hope that the
new government will keep its
promise to increase substan-
tially the level of education
expenditure.’

*

One of the first acts of the
Tory government was to
appoint as Education Minister,
Mrs Margaret Thatcher, well
known in the 1960s as an
advocate of caning and birch-
ing for certain crimes.

G,
You

Left: Delegates vote for affiliation to
the TUC at the Easter conference of

the NUT at Eastbourne.

| SITTING COMFORTABLY

- By an Education Correspondent

Mrs Thatcher then imme-
diately scrapped circular 10/65
—the Labour government’s
comprehensive  school  re-
organization schedule.

The NUT, which has been in
the forefront of the campaign
for comprehensive re-organiza-
tion, was not even consulted.
The union complained bitterly
and hoped she would not con-
tinue to ignore the ‘custom’
of consultation.

Let us say one thing clearly
to Messrs Britton and Feather
but, far more important, to
the teachers themselves—this
Tory government is at war
with  education and the
teachers.

The Tories are determined
to cut spending, introduce pro-
ductivity payment schemes
and roll back comprehensive
education.

ON JUNE 23 1970, the
Chairman of the Chamber of
Mines addressed the 80th
annual meeting of this body
at Johannesburg.

This report gives more of
the real reasons for the re-
armament by British imperial-
ism of its S African fortress
than a thousand other articles.

For the gold and uranium

mines on which the chairman

reported are almost exclusively
owned by British capitalists.

The B.A.D.

The main section of the S
African state is the Bantu
Affairs Department (BAD),
formerly the Native Affairs
Department (NAD).

The NAD was originally
founded by Britain when S
Africa was a formal colony of
Britain. The BAD is simply
the Nationalist Party’s renam-
ing of the NAD.

This BAD is the main appar-
atus for controlling the cheap
African labour working for
the British-owned gold, ura-
nium, diamond and coal mines
in S Africa.

Through the BAD there is
the closest possible political-
economic bond between the S
African state and British
Capital. It is largely through
this link that British monopoly
capital continues to be the
dominant real influence be-
hind and upon the ‘Boer’-run
S African government.

The combination of the
Chamber of Mines and the
BAD is responsible for the
continued production of super-
profits by the African miners
sweating for British capitalism
in S Africa.

These profits were stated
by the Chamber of Mines
Chairman to amount to nearly
£200 million for the year 1969.
These profits were solely for
gold and uranium production
and excluded the vast profits
made by British capitalists out
of diamonds, coal and other
minerals in S Africa.

Profits

These profits accrued, after
taxation, to no fewer than
seven mining groups, mainly
British-owned.

Some 300,000 African wor-
kers from S Africa itself,
Lesotho, Botswana, Swaziland,
Mozambique, Malawi, Rhode-
sia, and beyond, produced
these massive profits.

They themselves earn about

a sixth, all told (food, quarters,
money-wages) of the value they
add in production and about
a fifth of the profits their

labour creates. This is ‘the
typical basis of capitalist-
imperialism.

In the production of this
wealth for British capitalists,
in the main, the African gold
and uranium workers produced
over 30 million fine ounces of
gold, worth about £450 million
and some 4 million kilograms
(8.8 million pounds or 4,000
tons) of uranium oxide, ithe
basic raw material of the im-
perialist war economy.

Gold essential

The gold-mining industry of
S Africa, which produces some
60 per cent of all the gold in
the capitalist sector of the
world, is of absolute impor-
tance to capitalism.

There is no possible alter-
native to gold as a measure 4f
value, a standard of price, a
means of exchange and as
bullion.

And the Chamber of Mines
Chairman made a special point
of stressing this fact in his
annual report.

Arms and gold shipments

This, in itself, is sufficient
reason for the regular and
systematic arming and re-
arming of the S African apar-
theid state by its imperialist
senior partners and masters—
Britain and the United States.

To isolate the question of
arms supplies from the flow of
gold from S Africa to Britain
and the United States is there-
fore to hide the basic motive
for the arming of S Africa by
imperialism.

Arms and uranium

Just as gold from S Africa
is vital to the world-capitalist
system economically, so ura-
nium from S Africa is vital to

The uranium from S Africa
its vast armament industry.
is used by American imperial-
ism to make atomic bombs and
to prepare for another world
war—this time against the
workers states and colonial
liberatory movements. '

From a by-product:of gold
production and extraction it
has become a world-commodity
in its own right.

In that party is a growing
minority of Neanderthal educa-
tionalists around the ‘Black
Paper’.

Theirs is the programme of
‘intelligence’ testing, selection,
fee-paying in the state sector
and ‘law and order’ over child-

ren. In such a system the
teachers’ future is one of a
camp overseer or glorified
policeman.

*

And why? Not because the ,

Tories are intrinsically ‘evil-
minded’, but because the
‘expansion’ of which Mr

Feather dreams is not pos-
sible.

Wall St says it is not pos-
sible. So does Threadneedle
Street.

7

The Labour government dis-
covered it was not possible.

And here we come to the
crux of the matter. The
teachers voted for affiliation
to the Trades Union Congress
at their conference at Easter
this year because they have
begun to realize that their
struggle for a decent salary
was part and parcel of the
struggle of the working class
against the attempts of the
employers ito ‘solve’ the crisis
of capitalism at the expense
of their living standards.

The teachers are preparing
to do battle with the Tory
government for a new pay
scale in the autumn.

The NUT is supposed to be
committed to aotion to secure
the reduction of class sizes.
The NUT (and the TUC) is
committed to a policy of com-
prehensive education.

For years the affiliation
resolution had been defeated.

*

The moment the teachers
begin to move, Feather hastens
to assure the waning minority
of pro-Tory teachers that the
TUC was not political.

In an article in the
‘Teacher’ “entitled ‘This history
is bunk to Vic’, he is alleged to
have said that the aims and
abjects of the TUC ‘taken
from a 1919 workers’ charter,
which included the call for
nationalization of the means
of production, had not been
‘brought up to date’ because
‘Mr Feather didn’t think any-
one took any notice of them’.

There are, however, millions
of people who do not say
very much, but notice quite a
IO't. ~

In particular they are
observing the quality of trade
union ‘leadership’ that praises
and tries to co-exist with the
sworn enemy of trade union-
ism.

The teachers used to be a
thoroughly middle class and
comfortably-off layer.

There are now many young

teachers from the working
class.
The living standards of

teachers have fallen sharply
since the war. They are not
worried about a ‘professional
image’ when they can’t afford
their fare to work.

Unless they are won over to
the struggle of the working
class for socialism, they can
move sharply to the right.

That is why Feather’s state-
ment must be condemned by
the trade union movement.

‘The reasons why
the Tories will
send arms to Africa

"
,‘ P

Accepted job applicants await railroad transportation to the mines. The identity
tags on their wrists show to which shipment of labour the men belong.
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to talk to
Liberals

THE SCOTTISH National Party is willing to discuss self-government
for Scotland with the Liberals ‘anywhere, anytime’, according to
Mr Donald Stewart, SNP MP for the Western Isles.

WEATHER

London area, central southern
England, E and W "Midlands,
Channel Islands: Dry with
sunny periods. Wind NW,
fresh decreasing moderate.
Warm. Max. 23C (73F).

SE England: Sunny intérvals,
some showers at first then
dying out. Winds NW fresh,
perhaps strong at first near
coasts. Near normal inland but
lower near eastern coasts.
Max. 20C (68F).

SW England: Dry with sunny
periods. Becoming cloudy near
western coasts with perhaps a
little drizzle. Winds NW, light
or moderate. Warm inland,
cooler near western coasts.
Max. 22C (72F).

NW and central northern
England: Mostly dry but
rather cloudy. Some sunny
intervals. Winds NW, moder-
ate, backing SW. Near normal.
Max. 19C (66F).

Edinburgh: Sunny periods.
Beécoming more cloudy later,
perhaps with a little rain in
places. Wind West to moder-

ate. Near normal. Max. 18C
(64F).
Glasgow area, N Ireland:

Rather cloudy but mainly dry.
Wind SW, moderate or fresh.
Near normal. Max. 18C (64F).
Outlook for Friday and Satur-
day: Cloudy in the North with
rain at times, and near normal
températures.. Dry and rather
warm in the South with sunny
periods. .

Criticizing the action of some Scottish Liberals in
‘pouring cold water’ over their attempts to discuss this,

he said:

‘On this issue Mr Grimond, the President of the

Scottish Liberal Party, appears to be very close to the

Scottish National Party.’

He added that there were
similarities in the position of
the Liberals and the SNP on
industry, electoral reform,
civil liberties and many other
subjects.

Such overtures indicate the
reactionary nature of the SNP
and the developments that ‘are
now taking place following
their poor performance in the
General Election, in which—
as Stewart must know — the
Liberals triéd desperately to
capture the middle-class vote
by jumping on the union-
bashing bandwagon.

Although the malignant
growth of the SNP between
1967 and 1969 has been
checked at the polls' during
the local and parliamentary
elections of this year, this
group of petty bourgeois,
clinging desperately to the
illusion that the crisis of
capital can be resolved with-
out a fight between employer
and worker, are still a danger-
ous force in Scottish politics.

‘MIDDLE WAY’

The petty bourgeoisie,
frightened of both the two
major classes, cling desperately
to the idea that a ‘middle way’
is possible.

But because they turn their
back on the struggle for power
of the working class, they
inevitably wind up subservient
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‘NO TALKS’—SAY DOCK
BOSSES

Port employers’ chairman
George Tonge yesterday said
there would be no continua-
tion of negotiations because
a national dock strike had
now been declared.

He withdrew his offer to
let the dispute go to arbitra-
tion.

The government’s emer-
gency committee later met
on the strike at the Home
Office.

‘SUN’ STRIKE THREAT

Journalists on the Rupert
Murdoch-owned  ‘Sun’ are
calling for strike action over
a break-down of negotiations
for a house agreement on pay
and conditions.

At a meeting of the ‘Sun’
National Union of Journalists
chapel yesterday members

passed a resolution stating
there now was no alternative
but to request the NUJ
executive to issue strike

* notice.

KOSYGIN, PQDGORNY
RE-ELECTED
Premier Alexei Kosygin and
President Nikolai Podgorny
were both unanimously re-
elected by the Soviet parlia-

ment yesterday.

Foreign Minister Andrei
Gromyko and Defence Min-
ister Marshall Andre Grechko
both kept their posts.
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to the needs of the ruling
class.

This is rapidly taking place
in a period of sharp class
polarization and here the
SNP finds common ground
with the Liberals.

On the surface the SNP
boasts opposition to Labour’s
right wing politics.

But the following quotation
taken from an SNP internal
bulletin (Research bulletin No
4, May 21, 1970) should dispel
any illusion that they wil
fight against low wages and
high unemployment in Scot-
land in a principled way.

‘The idea behind this
leaflet,” the bulletin states,

‘is that it can depress

Labour morale by driving

home the failures of the

Wilson government, while

avoiding linking the SNP

with too negative an appeal.

‘Do not festoon this
leaflet with SNP symbols or
appeals to vote for the seif-
government—the whole pur-
pose is to offer an assess-
ment (which Labour sup-
porters may read) as
opposed to a statement

(which they will throw in

the bucket without reading).

‘To comply with the elec-
tion law you must include
the election agent’s and the
printers names, but there is
no onus on you to mention
the political party.’

The opportunism and utterly
anti-working-class nature of
the SNP leadership could not
be more clearly indicated.

There is to be no explana-
tion of self-government. Gains
are simply to be made on the
basis of depressing Labour
morale in the big working-

class area of Scotland, the
target, according to the
bulletin, of this kind of
propaganda.

The nationalists, in prxvate,
are realistic enough to see
that few workers will fall. for
the irrelevance of self-rule in
Scotland.

Lacking the courage to fight
for their policies they sub-
stitute this cheap and reaction-
ary strategy of demoralizing
the working-class voters and
keeping them away from the
polls—so trying to complete
the job Wilson began.

The nationalists’ claims to

" be a radical party are exposed

as false by this remarkable
document.

Here is a rare moment of
truth—the SNP characterizes
itself as a middle-class alter-
native to the Tories, attempt-
ing to make political gain on

the back of working-class
abstention.
REACTIONARY

Conscious workers should
béware when they face the
big struggles against this Tory
government, because around
the fringes of the nationalist
movement, the most reaction-
ary group develops, seeking to
mobilize the most backward
sections of the working class
behind their middle-class
fantasies.

The large number of
extreme right-wing elements
inside and on the fringes of
the SNP confirms this.

In the document quoted in
this article, the Tartan Tories
reveal themselves and stand
naked but for their kilts.

It would be a mistake for

Scottish workers to dismiss |

this reactionary middle-class
group as a vanishing sect,
despite its General Election
gain of minus one, any more
than the Liberals.

FLIGHTS
HALTED

A WORK-to-rule by engineers
and maintenance men em-
ployed by BOAC and BEA
held up flights yesterday at
Heathrow Airport. The men
are demanding that their holi-
days be raised from three to
four weeks a year.

ALL TRADES
UNIONS ALLIANCE
MEETINGS

CROYDON: Thursday_ Jul l‘.
rm Ruskin House, Coom!

‘Fight back now! Force the 'l‘orlu

to resign!’.

LEICESTER: Tuesday July 21, 8
p.m. Queens Hotel, Rutland St.

"I‘he workmg class can defeat the

Tories!”

Withdraw
Dister
troops

say Glasgow
ockers and
trade unionists

LARGE numbers of
dockers, engineering and
other trade unionists, as
well as housewives and
youth have been signing
the petitions organized
by the Glasgow Young
Socialists for the with-
drawal of British troops .
from N Ireland and the
release of Bernadette
Devlin.

Dockers at Princes and
King George V docks in

Glasgow, members of the
Scottish  Transport and
General Workers’ Union,

eagerly signed the YS peti-
tions on July 13, being com-
pletely hostile to the use of
the British army, whether
against Irish workers,
dockers or other workers
throughout the world.

All were solidly for the
July 14 strike and against
any retreat by the wunion
leaders from the £20 mini-
mum claim.

This firmness contrasted
with the attitude of the East
Kilbride Trades Council at
their monthly meeting.

When lobbied by East
Kilbride Young Socialists,
ten of the delegates signed
the petition including the
Trades Council secretary
and delegates from the
Draughtsmen’s and Allied
Technicians’ Association,
the Amalgamated Union of
Engineering and Foundry-
workers, the electricians’
and plumbers’ union, the
Amalgamated Union of
Building Trade Workers and
the Society of Graphical and
Allied Trades, some of them
Communist Party members.

But the emergency resolu-
tion passed by the Trades
Council omitted any call for
the withdrawal of British
troops and simply called for
the release of Devlin.

MDW.
in the
washroom

JOHNSON WAX have made
a 15-minute colour film to
be used for training wash-
room cleaning workers.

The film, ¢‘Closed For
Cleaning’, looks at all oper-
ations from the time of
entering the washroom to
the time of leaving, the idea
being to reach a maximum
speed for the job, and to
cut costs.

At present, productivity
associations and manage-
ments are putting a lot of
emphasis on rationalizing
the work of so-called ‘non-
productive workers’ and on
finding ways of giving
workers on any type of job
whatsoever a ‘production-
line mentality’.

HOME IN
PARIS TALKS

TORY Foreign Secretary Sir
Alec Douglas Home flew to
Paris yesterday for talks
with his French counterpart

Maurice Schumann and
premier  Jacques  Chaban-
Delmas.

The chief topic of the talks
is believed to have been
Britain’s application to enter
the Common Market. Talks
on the application open in
Brussels next week.

IN HIS annual report,
J. Edgar Hoover, direc-
tor of the US Federal
Bureau of Investigation,
says that ‘foreign in-
fluences’ have made
inroads into ‘black ex-
tremist groups, especially
the Black Panthers.

He notes particularly that
this group had frequently
praised the government of
N Korea and criticized US
imperialism.

He also reveals the ‘dis-
covery’ of a Communist
Party drive for young mem-
bers. ‘Communist leaders
see this new group as the
hope of the future,” he re-
ports with amazement.

The report drawn up by
this life-long, fanatical anti-
communist and enemy of the
working class is almost en-
tiréely devoted to the dangers
of ‘subversion’ in the US.

The Mafia hardly get a
mention.

Faction

He singles out the Weather-
men, a faction of the Stud-
ents for a Democratic
Society, as ‘a principal forcé
guiding the country’s vio-
lence-prone militants’,

This group, he says, ‘con-
tinues to openly support the
enemies of our country’.

FBI chief ‘does

BY
FOREIGN CORRESPONDENT

The report estimates that
there wére 1,785 university
demonstrations in the past
school year.

It also refers to eight
deaths, but refrains from
explaining that they were
caused by the action of the
state forces, not the demon-

strators.

For a government servant
résponsible for massacres of
thousands in Vietnam,

Hoover’s alarm at the vio-
lence of student demonstra-
tions might appear sur-
prising.

Police attacks on Black Panthers have followed FBI reports.

thing’

However, he has an even
more sinister developmént
to report.

Student committees had
been formed, says Hoover,
to support candidates op-
posed to the Nixon adminis-
stration.

These ravings, however,
must be taken seriously,
since they represent the
preparation for a major
witch-hunt.

Significant

References to the Black
Panthérs are particularly
significant, for they are in
line with the nation-wide
series of police killings of
Black Panther leaders in
the past few months.

Hoover's report does not
claim credit for these
murders. But the attacks
launched by state police
on Panther premises in a
number of cities were all
prompted by FBI réports.

TS ON!

® FROM PAGE ONE
general secretary Jack Jones
—then met representatives of
the other three unions in-
volved before reporting to the
two-and-a-half-hour  delegate
conference.

But Jones’s reported re-
commendation to the confer-
ence—that the employers’
offer be accepted as a basis
for further talks—was re-
jected by 43 votes to 39.

It had ajso been proposed
that negotiations should have
powers to call localized indus-
trial action where they thought
it necessary.

‘The conference rejected the
interim offer of the employers
and decided on an official
strike until the claim for a
justified higher basic rate is
achieved,’” Jones told reporters
afterwards.

‘. . . the strike starts
from now.’

He confirmed that the
terms of the ,oﬁer had
been to increase the fall-
back rate to £20 nationally,
push up holiday pay from
£16 15s to £20 and raise
the present £2 moderniza-
tion payment by either £1
or by 6d an hour where
it is already taken into
basic rates.

One aspect that had not
been reported, he said, was
Employment and Productivity
Minister Robert Carr’s pro-
posal for a court of inquiry
into the definition of dock
work and the effect of con-
tainerization and new work-
ing methods in the ports.

This now fell with the offer.

But leaving his options open
for new talks—a loophole
quickly taken advantage of
by Carr—]ones insisted, in
opposition to the feeling of
most dockers:

‘Our claim is still not a

-

matter of pro rata increases
in piecework or bonus rates.
It is simply a demand for
increases in the basic time
rate only.

‘All round, we believe that
this would lead to 7-10 per
cent increases in dock wages.
In some ports it would mean
a lot and in others it wouldn’t
mean anything.’

No doubt hopeful of finding
some chink in the strike on
this basis, Carr saw Jones

- and officials of the Scottish
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T&GWU, the lightermen’s
union and the General and
Municipal Workers later in
the afternoon.

He then saw representatives
of the employers, the Trades
Union Congress and the Con-
federation of British Industry.

But dockers, as yesterday’s
lobby and their defiance of

.his televised appeal on Mon-

day night to defer the strike
have already made clear, have
their eyes glued firmly and

critically on every move of
Jones and his colleagues.
A final settlement even
on these terms would in no
way interfere with the em-
ployers’ plans to push
through hire-and-fire dis-
cipline, shift working and
redundancies under Devlin
Phase Two ‘modernization’.
Bonus and piece-work must
be linked to the basic rate.

‘Dockers are also pre-
pared to meet the witch-hunt
that will now inevitably be
called up against them blow
for blow.

‘They’ll be -screaming
about the trade gap and the
balance of payments deficit
everyday now’, predicted
one lobbyer yesterday. ‘But
let them scream.’

More serious, however, will
be the attempts of the em-
ployers, the union leaders, the
Tory government and their
friends in Fleet St to isolate
the dockers from the rest of
the labour movement.

This is why every trade
unionist must now swing into
action in support of the
dockers’ fight and to force the
Tory government to resign.

Docker

@ FROM PAGE ONE

place this morning at 8 a.m.

‘GLASGOW dockers will go
on strike no matter what Jack
Jones said,” stated Mr John
Gentles, T&GWU  district
branch secretary and over

1,300 dockers proved him
right. :
Although some union

officials have been saying that
the strike on the Glasgow
docks is due to ‘a technical
hitch’—that is, lack of com-
munication with London—the

i
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Tilbury dockers at their meeting yesterday.

Computer control at
- Standard Telephones

A COMPUTERIZED manage-
ment information system
which monitors and controls
production of the Standard
Telephone and Cables Tele-
phone Switching Group is
described in this week’s issue
of the trade magazine, ‘Elec-
trical Review’, as one of the
first of such systems to be-
come operational anywhere in
the world.

The system links the oper-
ations of 11,500 workers em-
ployed by the group at New
Southgate and Chase Side in
London, Monkstown and Larne
in N Ireland, and E Kilbride
in Scotland.

Linked

The computer is housed at
New Southgate and linked to
terminals in the other plants
through the ordinary telephone
network.

Its main functions are said
to be to:

BY BERNARD FRANKS

MONITOR, record and report
on labour control.

PRODUCE a breakdown sche-
dule of all components, sub-
assemblies and material re-
quirements.

MONITOR, control and report
on orders in progress, deliv-
eries and shipments.

PRINT out confirmation and
reminder letters to suppliers
at pre-determined point in the
order cycle.

PRODUCE all internal paper-
work associated with material
movement including stock re-
quisitions and dispatch docu-
ments.

It also records shipments,
work in progress and ‘all other
management control data asso-
ciated with work moving
through a factory’.

All accounting information
is fed to a computer-controlled
general ledger.

It is inevitable that with the
increasing use of computers
throughout industry, manage-
ments will be seeking more
and more to extend these
systems directly into the con-
trol of all shop-floor and office
operations.

This can only lead to at-
tempts by the employers to
install the tele-control system
which actually links each
machine directly to the com-
puter.

Adapted

Many of the computer sys-
tems being installed in fac-
tories and offices are capable
of being adapted for this
purpose, and workers like
those of the STC’s cable fac-
tories, who are at present
fighting against redundancies
may find that another function
of these devices is to sack any
employees who are calculated
to be ‘surplus to requirements’.

dockers’ branch committee
had taken the view that only
the delegate conference had
the power to reverse the strike
decision.

The officials have boasted
that it is 23 years since there
has been an official strike on
Glasgow docks, but dockers
pointed out that these were
23 years of growing anger and
frustration.

Mr W. Patterson, a docker
at Princes Dock, told Workers
Press:

‘This strike has not blown

i
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up overnight. It is about
grievances over wages and
conditions that have - been
lying dormant for years. The
election of the Tory govern-
ment and the fact that there
is no hope of nationalization
was a blow below the belt for
Glasgow dockers.’

HULL dockers were out

again yesterday morning after
a mass meeting and will hear
a report-back this evening
from delegates at yesterday’s
conference.

Walt Cunningham, chair-
man of the combined docks
shop stewards’ committee, said
that all dockers were dis-
turbed at the way Jack Jones
deferred the strike.

At SOUTHAMPTON, a
mass meeting took the
decision to stay out until the
results of négotiations are
known.

They are to have a further
meeting this morning.

However, MERSEYSIDE
dockers were back at work
yesterday to await the out-
come of the London con-
ference.

Delegates met the rest of
the shop stewards’ committee
last night to report the
decision to proceed with
official strike action.

CAR WAGES
BATILE
OPENS IN
DETROIT

CRITICAL talks on United States car workers’ pay

opened

in Detroit yesterday,

when United Auto

Workers’” (UAW) officials met management represent-
atives from the big three motor companies to start
negotiations for a new three-year contract.

New Zealand
fears Market
Bntry crisis

BRITAIN’S entry into the
Common Market to further
extend the exploitation of the
European working class would
immediately make itself felt
on the other side of the
world.

A recent report by the New
Zealand Monetary and Econo-
mic Council has forecast
severe damage to that
country’s economy if Britain
joins the EEC.

At present, 90 per cent of
New Zealand’s butter, 80 per
cent of its cheese, and 90 per
cent of its mutton and lamb
are sold on the British market.

This would end if the heads
of the EEC got their way.

They have insisted that
operation of Common Market
tariff barriers must apply to
all members, and first choice
of the internal markets must
go to European produce in
order to reduce current sur-
pluses.

In particular, most of the
200,000 tons of ‘unwanted’
butter in the Common Market
would be sold in Britain in
place of the 189,000 tons at
present supplied by New
Zealand.

This would be a crisis situa-
tion for the New Zealand
economy, the mainstay of
which is its farm exports.

Talks are likely to extend
throughout the summer, and
the final agreement will
directly affect 65,000 workers
at General Motors, Ford and
Chrysler.

The other 1.5 million UAW
members will also get rises as
a result of the claim.

Hundreds of thousands of
other workers will be affected
less directly.

The very rapid rise in the
US cost ‘of living is forcing
the pace for a spate of big
wage claims.

Last week, the Teamsters’
Union (lorry drivers) won a
13 per cent a year pay rise.

SETTLEMENT"

The final settlement fol-
lowed a widespread revolt by
teamsters in Chicago and the
West coast against a previous
deal which sold out their
original claim.

Unofficial strike action
forced the employérs to dis-
gorge far more than union
officials had originally ac-
cepted.

Nixon's government, with a
deepening economic crisis on
its hands, will make every
effort to keep car workeérs’
wages down.

Unemployment and short-
time working in the industry
have grown with the slump
in car sales, and car workers
face a hard struggle to win
their claim. )

NO RELIANCE

No reliance can be placed
in the union leadership—now
headed by Woodcock follow-
ing the death of Walter
Reuther — despite their mili-
tant-sounding statements that
15 per cent will not be enough.

The ‘Star' and Jones

@ FROM PAGE ONE

Even that staid old bastion of
conservatism, ‘The Times’,
was able to point to a sig-
nificant feature of the dis-
pute which the ‘Star’ ‘has
never touched on at any
time—the basic rate:

‘Docks employers and dockers’
leaders recogmzed the prob-
lem, but left it on one side
because an adjustment .
would involve a recalcu-
lation of piecework struc-
tures for the five dockers
out of six who were ex-
pected to go into produc-
tivity schemes anyway.

‘They settled for a guaranteed
week of £16 in the prov-
inces and £17 in London,
and let wage drift take care
of take-home pay.’ (‘The
Times Business News’, July
10.)

Since wage-dnft’ is ~ caused
largely by increases in piece-
rates and since Devlin Phase
Two signifies the end of
piecework it was only a
matter of time before basic
rates became the main bone
of contention in the docks.

This was the last thing that
Jones wanted on the mod-
ernization agénda.

If he is now in full retreat
over the pay claim it is
because, as ‘The Financial
Times’ correctly pointed
out, Jones and company
tried ‘to walk carefully and

fudge the point really in-
volved in their pay claim’.
That is why, right up until
this Tuesday, the ‘Star’ con-
tinued to cover up for Jones
in a most disgusting manner.
When Jones called off the
strike the veil of dissimula-
tion and ambiguity was
finally stripped off the
‘Star’, it still found great
difficulty in reporting the
statéments of union leaders
for fear of antagonizing the
big Transport House brass.

According to reporter Mick
Costello, Lindley of the
lightermen is supposed to
have said: ‘I can’t switch
strikes on and off’. But
according to the ‘Daily Tele-
graph’ Mr Lindley said: ‘I
cannot switch strikes on
" and off like the Transport
Workers’. (Our emphasis.)

Did something strange hap-
pen on the way back from
the DEP, or was it a case
of professional courtesy?

Not a word of criticism nor a
note of caution was ever
sounded by the ‘Star’ during
this dispute.

If the strike is now definitely
on it is not because of Jones
and the ‘Morning Star’, but
in spite of them.

Dockworkers would be well
advised to watch them vigi-
lantly in the course of the
next few  weéks—and pre-
pare to build a new leader-
ship on the docks.
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