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Port em

BY DAVID MAUDE
FULL DETAILS of how London’s

port employers propose to imple-
ment the second phase of Lord
Devlin’s docks re - organization
scheme have just been received by
the Workers Press.

Manchester
dustmen
return

THERE were again angry
clashes between dustmen and
union officials after a mass
meeting of striking Manches-
ter dustmen narrowly voted
to end their three-week-old

strike last Saturday -morning.
“thie -

“Union-6fficials” told~
strikers that the council
management was not prepared
to grant any concessions above
the national Edinburgh agree-
ment, however long the men
remained on strike.

They then called for a vote
for a return to work and
asked the men not to be
pressurized, but to vote
according to their conscience.

A show of hands was inde-
cisive, so the men were split
into two groups—those for a
return and those against.

The vote was then declared
in favour of a return.

As the men dispersed sharp
arguments broke out between
‘many of the dustmen and
their officials.

Nottingham dustmen also
voted at the weekend to re-
turn to work.

Australian
Tories
split

FOLLOWING its very nar-
row victory over Labour in
the recent Australian
General Election, the rul-
ing Liberal Party has split
over the question of its
future leadership.

Several leading members of
Prime Minister Gorton's out-

going Cabinet have now
either hinted or declared they

will not serve under him
again.
David Fairbairn, a senior

Liberal Minister, sent a tele-
gram to Gorton on Thursday.

During the election cam-
paign, Gorton was criticised
by the right wing of his party
for lack of vigour and of de-
parting from traditional Tory
principles.

The Socialist Labour
League has always cam-
paigned for principled op-
position to the recommen-
dations of the Devlin Re-

port.

In our view, ‘moderniza-
tion’ plans which do not
include socialist nationaliz-
ation of ‘the entire dock
industry under the control
of those who work in it can

only be a blueprint for far- |
reaching attagks on jobs and
“eonditions; T &

This view is completely
borne out by. the proposed
London agreement.

As one docker commented
at the weekend :

‘It’s almost a carbon-copy
of the Measured-Day Work
deals the car bosses want to
push through. If this is ac-
cepted they’ll have every-
thing they want—even a
strike-breaking clausel’

Although a postal ballot on
the proposals is due to take
place within the next few
weeks, few of London’s 12,500
dockers have yet had the
opportunity to study them
and union officials seem to be
particularly anxious that they
should not be ‘leaked’.

Object

We reproduce key sections
below which show why.

Its stated object is the
achievement of ‘a balanced
labour force’ which will
eventually become ‘an eco-
nomic and viable labour
force’.

Just so that there can be no
confusion on this point, the
employers want dockers to
‘recognize that the objective
of all agreements on manning
arrangements must be to
esthblish optimum efficiency

in the manpower required for

each particular operation.

‘Manning arrangements with-
in companies will therefore be
decided in the light of the
amount and nature of the
work to be done and the num-
ber of men available.

‘The observance of the “fol-
lowing work practices is a
condition of this agreement :

61 Complete acceptance of
overnight instructions and

orders.

62 Complete mobility and
flexibility of labour as
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Have you a tin of grocery? jumble?
Help us make this the best bazaar ever held !
Help us raise the money for our daily paper— -
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STEEL-
MEN FIGHT
‘GREEN
BOOK’

THE ‘GREEN BOOK’ pro-
ductivity deal has been

Soviet govt.
calls for
Mid-East talks

THE SOVIET government
said on Friday that it
favoured the resumption of
four-power talks on the
Middle East and blamed the
Israeli government for its
blocking of any settlement
there.

A spokesman for the Soviet
Foreign Ministry claimed

‘The intentions of the
Israeli leaders lie not in the
direction of peace, but of
further complications in the
area.’

The statement invited rep-
resentatives of the USA,
France and Britain to join
with the Soviet government
in making new moves to
‘speedily contribute to the
elimination of the conse-
quences of Israeli aggression’,

This extremely mild tone is
hardly likely to intimidate the
Israeli Zionists, who, if any-
thing, are thinking in terms
of new acts of aggression.

B-P. site
men demand
union chiefs

fight

SUPPORT is building up for
the 500 boilermakers sacked
from the £65 million B-P re-
finery site at Grangemouth on
the Clyde. .

The boilermakers have been
promised backing by their
union’s Clyde district com-
mittee, which decided at last
Saturday’s meeting to meet all
boilermen’s shop stewards on
Thursday.

Members in the Grange-
mouth area—at Simon Carves;
EJS, Boness; Motherwell
Bridge and Tarmac, Alloa—
have already begun to sup-
port the strike.

Last Thursday 200 of the
sacked men picketed the site
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By Robert Black

‘DOWN with Zionism!’ ‘Free
Palestine!” ‘Long live Al
Fatah!’ These weré the slogans
of Sunday’s demonstration
through London in support of
the Arab liberation struggle.

The 2,000-strong march—
supported by Arab families
and students from several
parts of Britain, and by the
rather sorry remnants of last
yvears’ October 27 demonstra-
tors—ended at the Israeli
Embassy in Kensington.

The gates were locked and
guarded by a large contingent
of police.

Marchers rejected an offer
to send a small delegation to
the embassy itself.

Along their route, they were
jeered and provoked by a
small crowd of Zionists-—some

of them  supporters of
Israel’'s extreme right-wing
Gahal party.

Scuffles took place as the
march broke up.

Police then moved in and
arrested five of the demon-
strators.

dealt another major blow
by workers at the giant
Port Talbot steelworks.

1,000 Amalgamated Union
of Engineering and Foundry-
workers have voted over-
whelmingly to submit 21 days’
notice of termination of the
Manpower Productivity Plan
(‘Green Book’).

They want their present
wages maintained with pre-
agreement working practices
until a new agreement is nego-
tiated, within six months.

They have also withdrawn
from the Joint Craft Negotia-
ting Committee, which is still
prepared to work the plan.

Electricians and boiler-
makers met on Friday to dis-
cuss their demand for an
immediate 6 per cent wage
increase and @ strike action
cannot be ruled out.

Want more

There has been growing dis-
satisfaction since the ‘Green
Book was stgned

""“””‘Altﬁoﬁgh tlie terms allow
speed-up, sackings, tighter dis-
cipline and the ending of de-
marcations, the management
wants more.

Last week the unions were
told by top managers that the
expected 6 per cent wage in-
| crease was not going to be
paid.

The management now wants
to rephrase the agreement.

They are offering a 4 per
cent increase in January 1970
backdated to May 1969, not
including holidays.

In return they want:

@® Complete work-study
and no obstruction.
@ Complete interlocking

with BISATKA.

@ Management’s interim
decisions to be binding on all
procedural disputes until they
are settled.

What they claim as a

Farmworkers
march for

£16 basic

By John Spencer

MORE THAN 2,000 farm-
workers — the largest demon-
stration of farmworkers seen
in London since the war—
marched to Trafalgar Square
(above) on Saturday in support
of their claim for a £16 mini-
mum wage and a 40-hour
week

The present minimum is
£12 8s. for a working week of
44 hours.

Contingents from all over
the country brought their
elaborate and brightly painted
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AT.UA.

meetings
NORTH KENT
‘Labour government and
the trade unions’
Thursday, November 6
8 p.m.

Duchess .of Wellington
General Gordon Place
Woolwich

WILLESDEN
‘The Common Market’
Thursday, Novembet 6
8 p.m.
Willesden Trades and Labour

Hall
High Road, N.W.10

LEYLAND
‘Crisis in Motors’
Friday, November 7
8 p.m.

Broadfield Arms
Leyland Lane

£155,000 deficit to be taken

from wage rises in future.
This proposal was rejected

by the negotiating committee.

Want action

For weeks the shop stew-
ards have been pushing for
action.

Jim Bevan, Margam AEF
branch chairman told me:

‘Our branch has been send-
ing resolutions to the district
committee for weeks. Now at
last they have called the
aggregate meeting and the
“Green Book” is out. The men
are .really fed up with being
messed about.

‘The management now want
to hold up our wages for 19
months and speed up redund-
ancies.

‘If they get their way 1,500
will be doing the work of
2,300 once the contractors
have gone.

‘I remember the six-week
strike in 1965 when we were
sold out by our union leaders.

‘We got 5d. an hour for
losing our mates. .

‘That was the beginning of
productivity and now we can
see what it has led to.

'

PRICE 6d.

From the Editor

A word wi
our readers

WE ARE now entering the sixth week of
Workers Press. All the main problems, normal
to the production of a newspaper such as ours,

have been overcome.
The time has come to

look ahead towards plans
for even more improve-
ments in -the paper.

Firstly, we are discussing
arrangements to improve
our news coverage with the
possibility of a late edition
for the London area in view.

The problem here has been
office accommodation — our
present quarters are comfort-
able but cramped. We will be
taking over a new block by
the end of the year, so there
will be facilities for more staff.

Secondly, plans for a week-
end magazine devoted to more
lengthy .articles and analyses
of the political situation are
going ahead.

This would be inserted into
the Saturday edition or sold
separately. Our readers would
be able to file the magazine
section for study and future
reference.

Network

On the editorial side we are
still a long way from utilizing
our network of reader-cor-
respondents in the way that is
required if our paper is to
reflect what is going on in the
areas.

We will shortly be making
direct contact with those con-
cerned in order to improve
this side of our service.

Every Workers Press reader
should consider themselves a

in May

“"Heinz
recognize
unions

EUROPE’'S largest food fac-
tory has at long last agreed
to recognize shop stewards
and trade unions.

The firm is H. J. Heinz Ltd.,
American-owned makers of
beans and other canned foods,
which has a giant plant at
Kitt Green, Wigan, and a
smaller one -at nearby Stan-
dish, employing around 4,000
workers.

The new status for the
unions and their officials is
part of an agreement on in-
dustrial disputes and respon-
sibilities of shop stewards
which has been drawn up
between Heinz management
and local trade union officials.

Mr W, Broxton, Wigan and
District AEF secretary, is
reported to have said:

‘It is along the lines of most
modern agreements, but I
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By Michael Banda

local correspondent and phone
us any news they think has
some importance.

The circulation is steadily
increasing, even before we
launch our campaign for new
readers.

The campaign will begin in
Scotland towards the end of
November and move south-
wards.

We plan iwo weeks of fac-
tory-gate meetings and can-
vassing for new readers to be
climaxed by an area meeting
at which the ‘new 22-minute
16 mm. sound film on the
first issue of Workers Press
will be shown.

Enthusiasm

The film has been completed
and those who have been for-
‘tunate enough to have seen
the preview are beside them-
selves with enthusiasm.

For the first time in the
history of working-class
newspapers, it will be possible
for readers to see how their
paper is prepared from the
editorial to the final stage of
coming off the press.

We are especially grateful
to the Plough Press's National
Graphical Association mem-
bers who appear in a profes-
sional capacity.

A special loudspeaker van
will be available for the cam-
paign.

Finally a word about costs
and finance. *

T EveryEre gt s that pro-

duction costs ai¢ almost cer-
tain to rise in the New Year.

Already the capitalist press
is talking about an 8d. daily.

We want to keep the cost
at 6d., but if we are to_do
it, we need to cover a deficit
of £1,000 a month or £250 a
week—approximately £50 an
issue.

We started with £5,000 in
our fund and our aim is to
keep this sum behind us, less,
of course, the £1,000 needed
for October.

What it boils down to is
that starting November 30, we
need £1,000 on that date and
thereafter £1,000 by the end
of each month.

This is not a large sum and
we have purposely kept it
this way because the circu-
lation of the paper is going
up all the time.

Those who said we would
run into insurmountable fin-
ancial difficulties will be dis-
appointed, because we know
we can rely on our readers to
provide us with what is
needed.

In the past we have said it
is up to you and you have
never disappointed us.

We are confident it will be
the same this time.

Holloway teachers for
national strike

By an education reporter

TEACHERS at Holloway
School, London, are calling
for a one-day national strike
early in December to support

"their claim for a £135-a-year

pay rise,

The NUT branch at the
‘school insists that the strike
should be agreed now so that
there will be no delay in
taking action should current
wage negotiations break down.

The strike proposal is the
teachers’ answer to the delay-
ing tactics of the  Burnham
Committee which is consider-
ing their demand for an ine
crease in the basic scale.

Their action programme,
which has been sent to the
union’s national executive, the
Education Minister, the Inner
London Education Authority
and Sir Eric Fletcher, MP for
East Islington, also calls for
more strikes in the Easter

term and for a national con-
ference next year to decide on
any wage offers.

The teachers say that if an
adequate offer were made and
put into operation immediately
tlg: strikes could be called
off.

Mr George Taylor, secre-
gﬁ of the Holloway branch,

‘An education service which
forces its teachers to take
such action is in a crisis
situation. The teaching pro-
fession is wholly, even dan-
gerously, dispirited.’

Mr Taylor is wrong.

The teachers have gained
tremerdous confidence from
those lower-paid sections of

workers,  particularly the
miners and dustmen, who have
now taken the offensive
against the employers and
the government.

They know that the Tories
plan to step up the attacks
on education as proposed in
their Black Papers.

An all-out strike for the
pay claim in unity with other
sections of workers could be
won rapidly.

That is why more and more
teachers are becoming aware
that those in the NUT lead-
ership who oppose such action
must be replaced in order to
defeat the Labour govern-
ment’s education cuts. and win
the claim.

ALL TRADES UNIONS ALLIRNCE

All car, car delivery and components
workers are invited to a motor
workers’ conference

Digbeth Civic Hall, Digbeth
BIRMINGHAM
Saturday, November 8 2 p.m. to 7 p.m.

Write for credentials to R. Parsons,
21 Strawberry Path, Blackbird Leys, Oxford
Conference fee 5s. a person
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DOCKS ATTACK

BY DAVID MAUDE
FULL DETAILS of how London’s

port employers propose to imple-
ment the second phase of Lord
Devlin’s docks re - organization
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scheme have just been received by

the Workers Press.

Manchester
dustmen
return

THERE were again angry
clashes between dustmen and
union officials after a mass
meeting of striking Manches-
ter dustmen narrowly voted
to end their three-week-old

strike last ‘Saturday .morning.

T
strikers that the council
management was not prepared
to grant any concessions above
the national Edinburgh agree-
ment, however long the men
remained on strike.

They then called for a vote
for a return to work and
asked the men not to be
pressurized, but to vote
according to their conscience.

A show of hands was inde-
cisive, so the men were split
into two groups—those for a
return and those against.

The vote was then declared
in favour of a return.

As the men dispersed sharp
arguments broke out between
many of the dustmen and
their officials.

Nottingham dustmen also
voted at the weekend to re-
turn to work.

Australian
Tories
split

FOLLOWING its very nar-
row victory over Labour in
the recent Australian
General Election, the rul-
ing Liberal Party has split
over the question of its
future leadership.

Several leading members of
Prime Minister Gorton's out-
going Cabinet have now
either hinted or declared they
will not serve under him
again.

David Fairbairn, a senior
Liberal Minister, sent a tele-
gram to Gorton on Thursday.

During the election cam-

ign, Gorton was criticised
g; the right wing of his party
for lack of vigour and of de-
parting from traditional Tory
principles.

The Socialist Labour
League has always cam-
paigned for principled op-
position to the recommen-
dations of the Devlin Re-

port.

In our view, ‘moderniza-
tion’ plans which do not
include socialist nationaliz-
ation of 'the entire dock
industry under the control
of those who work in it can
only be a blueprint for far-

reaching attacks on jobs and
~ eoartoe ey

This view is completely
borne out by. the proposed
London agreement.

As one docker commented
at the weekend :

‘It’s almost a carbon-copy
of the Measured-Day Work
deals the car bosses want to
push through. If this is ace
cepted they’ll have every-
thing they want—even a

strike-breaking clausel’

Although a postal ballot on
the proposals is due to take
place within the next few
weeks, few of London’s 12,500
dockers have yet had the
opportunity to study them
and union officials seem to be
particularly anxious that they
should not be ‘leaked’.

Object

We reproduce key sections
below which show why.

Its stated object is the
achievement of ‘a balanced
labour force’ which will
eventually become ‘an eco-
nomic and viable labour
force’,

Just so that there can be no
confusion on this point, the
employers want dockers to
‘recognize that the objective
of all agreements on manning
arrangements must be to
estdblish optimum efficiency
in the manpower required for |
each particular operation.

‘Manning arrangements with-
in companies will therefore be
decided in the light of the
amount and nature of the
work to be done and the num-
ber of men available. . . .

‘The observance of the fol-
lowing work practices is a
condition of this agreement :

61 Complete acceptance of
overnight instructions and
orders.

62 Complete mobility and
flexibility of labour as
@ PAGE 4 COL. 4 —
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GRAND XMAS
BAZAAR
Saturday, Nov. 29

Canning Town Public Hall
doors open 12 noon

Can you sew? knit? paint?
make something for our Bazaar?
give something towards our bazaar ?
Have you a tin of grocery? jumble?
Help us make this the best bazaar ever held !
Help us raise the money for our daily paper—

THE WORKERS’ PRESS

Soviet govt.
calls for

THE SOVIET government
said on Friday that it
favoured the resumption of
four-power talks on the
Middle East and blamed the
Israeli government for its
blocking of any settlement
there.

A spokesman for the Soviet
Foreign Ministry claimed :

‘The intentions of the
Israeli leaders lie not in the
direction of peace, but of
further complications in the
area.’

The statement invited rep-
resentatives of the USA,
France and Britain to join
with the Soviet government
in making new moves to
‘speedily contribute to the
elimination of the conse-
quences of Israeli aggression’.

This extremely mild tone is
hardly likely to intimidate the
Israeli Zionists, who, if any-
thing, are thinking in terms
of new acts of aggression.

B.-P site
men demand
union chiefs

fight

SUPPORT is building up for
the 500 boilermakers sacked
from the £65 million B-P re-
finery site at Grangemouth on
the Clyde. .

The boilermakers have been
promised backing by their
union’s Clyde district com-
mittee, which decided at last
Saturday’s meeting to meet all
boilermen’s shop stewards on
Thursday.

Members in the Grange-
mouth area~—at Simon Carves;
EJS, Boness; Motherwell
Bridge and Tarmac, Alloa—
have already begun to sup-
port the strike.

Last Thursday 200 of the

sacked men picketed the site
@ PAGE 4 COL. 4

Mid-East talks

By Robert Black

\

00 march against Israeli occ\§

‘DOWN with Zionism!’ ‘Free
Palestinel’ ‘Long live Al
Fatah!’ These were the slogans
of Sunday’s demonstration
through London ia support of
the Arab liberation struggle.

The 2,000-strong march—
supported by Arab families
and students from several
parts of Britain, and by the
rather sorry remnants of last
years’ October 27 demonstra-
tors—ended at the Israeli
Embassy in Kensington.

The gates were locked and |

guarded by a large contingent
of police.

of them supporters of
Israel’s extreme right-wing
Gahal party.

march broke up.

Marchers rejected an offer
to send a small delegation to
the embassy itself.

Along their route, they were
jeered and provoked by a
small crowd of Zionists—some

Scuffles took place as the

Police then moved in and
arrested five of the demon-
strators.
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Farmworkers

march for
£16 basic

By John Spencer

MORE THAN 2,000 farm-
workers — the largest demon-
stration of farmworkers seen
in London since the war—
marched to Trafalgar Square
(above) on Saturday in support
of their claim for a £16 mini-

mum wage and a 40-hour
week, :
The present minimum is

£12 8s. for a working week of
44 hours. *

Contingents from all over
the country brought their
elaborate and brightly painted
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A.T.UA.
meetings

NORTH KENT
‘Labour government and
the trade unions’
Thursday, November 6
8 p.m.

Duchess of Wellington
" General Gordon Place
Woolwich

WILLESDEN
‘The Common Market’
Thursday, November 6
8 pm.
Willesden Trades and Labour
Hall

High Road, N.W.1Q

LEYLAND
‘Crisis in Motors’
Friday, November 7
8 p.m.

Broadfield Arms
Leyland Lane

STEEL-
MEN FIGHT
‘GREEN

BOOK’

THE ‘GREEN BOOK’ pro-

ductivity deal has been
dealt another major blow
by workers at the giant
Port Talbot steelworks.

1,000 Amalgamated Union
of Engineering and Foundry-
workers have voted over-
whelmingly to submit 21 days’
notice of termination of the
Manpower Productivity Plan
(‘Green Book’).

They want their present
wages maintained with pre-
agreement working practices
until a new agreement is nego-
tiated, within six months.
They have also withdrawn
from the Joint Craft Negotia-
ting Committee, which is still
prepared to work the plan.

Electricians and Dboiler-
makers met on Friday to dis-
cuss their demand for an
immediate 6 per cent wage
increase and . strike action
cannot be ruled out.

Want more

There has been growing dis-
satisfaction since the ‘Green

\

From the Editor

A word with
our readers

WE ARE now entering the sixth week of
Workers Press. All the main problems, normal
to the production of a newspaper such as ours,

have heen overcome.
The time has come to

look ahead towards plans
for even more improve-
ments in the paper.

Firstly, we are discussing
arrangements to improve
our news coverage with the
possibility of a late edition
for the London area in view.

The problem here has been
office accommodation — our
present quarters are comfort-
able but cramped. We will be
taking over a new block by
the end of the year, so there
will be facilities for more staff.

Secondly, plans for a week-
end magazine devoted tq more
lengthy . articles and analyses
of the palitical situation are
going ahead.

This would be inserted into
the Saturday edition or sold
separately. Our readers would
be able to file the magazine
section for study and future
reference.

Network

On the editorial side we are
still a long way from utilizing
our network of reader-cor-
respondents in the way that is
required if our paper is to
reflect what is going on in the
areas.

We will shortly be making
direct contact with those con-
cerned in order to improve
this side of our service.

Every Workers Press reader
should consider themselves a

By Michael Banda

——

local correspondent and phone
us any news they think has
some importance.

The circulation is steadily
increasing, even before we
launch our campaign for new
readers.

The campaign will begin in
Scotland towards the end of
November and move south-
wards.

We plan two weeks of fac-
tory-gate meetings and can-
vassing for new readers to be
climaxed by an area meeting
at which the ‘new . 22-minute
16 mm. sound film on the
first issue of Workers Press
will be shown.

Enthusiasm

The film has been completed
and those who have been for-
-tunate enough to have seen
the preview are beside them-
selves with enthusiasm.

For the first time in the
history of working-class
newspapers, it will be possible
for readers to see how their
paper is prepared from the
editorial to the final stage of
coming off the press.

We are especially grateful
to the Plough Press’s National
Graphical Association mem-
bers who appear in a profes-
sional capacity.

A special loudspeaker van
will be available for the cam-
paign.

Finally a word about costs

Book’ was signed in May

1968. oLt
dagh the térms allow
speed-up, sackings, tighter dis-
cipline and the ending of de-
marcations, the management
wants more.
Last week the unions were
told by top managers that the
expected 6 per cent wage in-
crqﬁse was not going to be

The management now wants

to rephrase the agreement.
They are offering a 4 per

cent increase in January 1970

backdated to May 1969, not

including holidays.

In return they want :

@ Complete  work-study
and no obstruction.
@ Complete interlocking

with BISATKA.

@ Management’s interim
decisions to be binding on all
procedural disputes until they
are settled.

What they claim as a
£155,000 deficit to be taken
from wage rises in future.

This proposal was rejected
by the negotiating committee.

Want action

For weeks the shop stew-
ards have been pushing for
action.

Jim Bevan, Margam AEF
branch chairman told me:

recognize
unions

EUROPE'S largest food fac-
tory has at long last agreed
to recognize shop stewards
and trade unions.

The firm is H. J. Heinz Ltd,,
American-owned makers of
beans and other canned foods,
which has a giant plant at
Kitt Green, Wigan, and a
smaller one at nearby Stan-
dish, employing around 4,000
workers.

The new status for the
unions and their officials is
part of an agreement on in-
dustrial disputes and respon-
sibilities of shop stewards
which has been drawn up
between Heinz management
and local trade union officials.

Mr W. Broxton, Wigan and
District AEF secretary, is
reported to have said:

‘It is along the lines of most
modern agreements, but I
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and finance. -

- A Beryeve hor~s-ghat | pro-

duction costs ate almost cer-
tain to rise in the New Year.

Already the capitalist press
is talking about an 8d. daily.

We want to keep the cost
at 6d., but if we are to do
it, we need to cover a deficit
of £1,000 a month or £250 a
week—approximately £50 an
issue.

We started with £5,000 in
our fund and our aim is to
keep this sum behind us, less,
of course, the £1,000 needed
for October.

What it boils down to is
that starting November 30, we
need £1,000 on that date and
thereafter £1,000 by the end
of each month.

This is not a large sum and
we have purposely kept it
this way because the circu-
lation of the paper is going
up all the time.

Those who said we would
run into insurmountable fin-
ancial difficulties will be dis-
appointed, because we know
we can rely on our readers to
provide us with what is
needed. .

In the past we have said it
is up to you and you have
never disappointed us.

We are confident it will be

‘Our branch has been send-
ing resolutions to the district
committee for weeks. Now at
last they have called the
aggregate meeting and the
“Green Book” is out. The men
are .really fed up with being
messed about.

‘The management now want
to hold up our wages for 19
months and speed up redund-
ancies.

‘If they get their way 1,500
will be doing the work of
2,300 once the contractors
have gone.

‘1 remember the six-week
strike in 1965 when we were
sold out by our union leaders.

‘We got 5d. an hour for
losing our mates. .

‘That was the beginning of
productivity and now we can
see what it has led to.’

Holloway teachers for
national strike

By an education reporter

TEACHERS at
School, Londom, are calling
for a one-day national strike
early in December to support

"their claim for a £135-a-year

pay rise.

The NUT branch at the
school insists that the strike
should be agreed now so that
there will be no delay in
taking action should current
wage negotiations break down.

The strike proposal is the
teachers’ answer to the delay-
ing tactics of the Burnham
Committee which is consider-
ing their demand for an in-
crease in the basic scale.

Their action programme,
which has been sent to the
union’s national executive, the
Education Minister, the Inner
London 'Education Authority
and Sir Eric Fletcher, MP for
East Islington, also calls for
more strikes in the Easter

term and for a national con-
ference next year to decide on
any wage offers.

The teachers say that if an
adequate offer were made and
put into operation immediately
zl‘l!e' strikes could be called

Mr George Taylor, secre-
::ﬁ‘ of the Holloway branch,

‘An education service which
forces its teachers to take
such action is in a crisis
situation. The teaching
fession is wholly, even
gerously, dispirited.’

My Taylor is wrong.

The teachers have gained
tremendous dence from
those lower-paid sections of

T&x

workers,  particularly the
miners and dustmen, who have
now taken the offensive
against the employers and
the g vernment,

y know that the Torles
plan to step up the attacks
on education as proposed in
their Black Papers.

An all-out strike for the
pay claim in unity with other
sections of workers could be
won rapidly.

That is why more and more
teachers are becoming aware
ﬂulfi tho;e in the NUIT lead-
ership who oppose such action
must be replaced in order to
defeat the Labour govern-
ment’s education cuts and win
the claim.

ALL TRADES UNIONS ALLIANGE

MOTOR WORKERS
CONFERENCE

All car, car delivery and components
workers are invited to a motor
workers’ conference

Digbeth Civic

BIRMINGHAM

Saturday, November 8 2 p.m. to 7 p.m.

Write for credentials to R. Parsons,
21 Strawberry Path, Blackbird Leys, Oxford
Conference fee 5s. a person

Hall, Digbeth

e
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IN AUGUST 1969, the British Communist Party published a
60-page booklet by Betty Reid entitled ‘Ultra-Leftism in Britain’.
Though she touches on the activities of anarchist and ‘Maoist’
groups, Reid’s main concern is to discredit Trotskyism in general
and the Socialist Labour League in particular.

Starting today, the Workers Press will publish five extracts
from a larger work dealing with all the main principled differences
between Trotskyism and Stalinism. ’

The extracts we are publishing here will deal with five specific
issues raised by Reid’s attack on the Fourth International :

1. The Popular Front and the Transitional Pro-
grammie of the Fourth International.

2. The Second World War: The Stalin-Hitler Pact.
3. The Second World War: ‘The Big Three’.
4. British Trotskyism today: Stalinism and the Re-

visionists.

5. The fight for alternative leadership: The Stalin-

ist record—and ours.

THE OPPORTUNISM
of the ‘Popular Front’,
like the ultra-leftism of
the ‘Third Period’, can-
not be understood except
as a product of the crisis
of the Soviet hureau-
cracy.

Reid presents the twists
and turns of Stalinist policy
as a series of ‘mistakes’ -and
corrections. A policy which
condemned the largest sec-
tion of the International out-
side the Soviet Union to the
horrors of the Nazi terror
cannot simply be explained
away as a ‘far-reaching sec-
tarian error’ (p. 9).

On whose authority does
Reid judge the theory of
‘social fascism’ to be an error?

Like the earlier and later
phases of right-wing oppor-
tunism, ultra-left ‘social fas-
cism’ was a product of the
overall Stalinist policy of
‘socialism in one country’. In
one situation, it could take a
right-wing form, in another,
that of extreme adventurism
and ultra-leftism.

Stalin’s  entry
League of Nations in 1934
heralded the ‘popular front’
so beloved of Mrs Reid and
her Stalinist friends.

But what did the Leninist
Communist International have
to say about the body which
Stalin considered a ‘factor in
retarding the outbreak of
hostilities’?

Its founding. conference of
March 19%%.8poke of ‘those
bourgeois elements who want
to use the deceptive illusion
of the so-called League of
Nations to conjure away the
proletarian revolution’.

In its ‘Theses on the Inter-
national Situation’ the same
congress spelled out its hos-
tility to the League in a pro-
grammatic form :

‘ . . the League of Nations
. « » will only play the part of a
Holy alliance of the capitalists
to suppress the workers’ re-
volution. Propaganda for the
League of Nations is the best
way of introducing confusion
into the revolutionary con-
sciousness of the working
class. . ..

‘. . . The revolutionary pro-
letariat of all countries of all
the world must wage an ir-
reconcilable struggle . . .
against: entry into this League
of robbery, of exploitation,
and of imperialist counter-
revolution.’

into the

Condemn

These statements are quite
adequate to condemn the
counter-revolutionary diplom-
acy of Stalin.
. But the 1920 Congress re-

turned to this theme once
again, and we must quote
Lenin’s own estimation of the
League in his Theses on the
National and Colonial Ques-
tion adopted by the Congress:

‘The reunification of nations
artificially torn apart is also in
accordance with the interests
of the proletariat; but the pro-
letariat can attain genuine
national freedom and unity
only by means of revolution-
ary struggle and after the
downfall of the bourgeoisie.
The League of Nations and
the entire post-war policy of
the imperialist States disclose
this truth even more sharply
and clearly, everywhere inten-
sifying the revolutionary
struggle . . . accelerating the
destruction of petty-bourgeois
national illusions about the
possibility of peaceful co-
existence and the equality of
nations under capitalism.’
(Emphasis added.)

That is what Lenin thought
of the Stalinist theory of
‘peaceful co-existence’ — a
‘petty-bourgeojs illusion’.

And this is the theory that
has guided the activity of
what the Stalinists call the
‘World Communist movement’
since 1924!

The Popular Front, the de-

liberate restriction of the
working class to the level of
Reid’s minimum demands

(anything else was slandered
as ‘ultra-leftism’, as it is to-
day) led to the following
statements in the Young Com-
munist League discussion
magazine. ‘Our Youth’:

‘Can there be democratic
participation of youth in
“Keep Fit” schemes? . . . In
Sheffield a youth keep fit con-
ference has already been held,
attended by the Boy’s Brigade,
Scouts, Ramblers Association,
Bible class, Girl Guides,
Trade Union Youth Advisory
Committee, Young Commu-
nist League and many other
youth organizations.” (October
1938, p. 12.)

Unity with the Bible class
and Girl Guides—but not

Trotskyists.

Stalinists like Reid would
_argue that unlike the bulk of
“the organizations we have just
quoted, the Trotskyists repre-
sented an alien influence in
workers’ movement.

The article makes the fol-
lowing revealing admission:

‘A group of League mem-
bers visited the Rover Scouts.
They were very well received,
spent- an enjoyable evening
discussing matters with them,
being agreeably surprised to
find we had so much in com-
mon with them . . . one of the
League members declared that
she had learned more about
the YCL and its policy from
the discussion with the scouts
than she had learned during
the whole time she had been
a member of the League.’
(p. 13)

This is the’ real essence of
the Popular Front. The Com-
munist Party concentrated on
winning progressive  Tories
and leading churchmen, while
the YCL rounded wup the
Scouts, the Guides and Bible-
study groups.

No wonder Reid finds
Trotsky’s call for transitional
demands ‘ultra left’ — with
Lord Baden-Powell as your
ally, even a modest wage
claim becomes adventurist.

If Communist:, Barty mem-
bers want to know where
their Party’s present opportu-
nist policy of ‘broad unity’
comes from, they must go

A ‘Popular Front’ demonstration in France during 1936.
Both workers and middle-class were mobilized by the Stalinists
behind the tricolour—the symbol of French capitalism.

The Popular Front
and the Transitiona
Programme of the
Fourth Internationa

back to this period.
Here they .will find all the
rotten compromises with the

‘left’ and not so ‘left’ trade
union bureaucrats, the boost-
ing of ‘progressive’ clergymen,
the revolting practice of pub-
licising jingoist Tories when
they make anti-German re-
marks that tie in with CP
policy—it was all prepared in
the popular front, the period
when, Reid claims, ‘earlier
sectarian errors were correc-
ted’. (p. 9.)

This was the logic of Stal-
inism internationally.

The more it purged the

Leninist opposition in the So-
viet Union and smashed the
last relics of all working-class
class independence from the
bureaucracy, the more it had
to lean on forces totally hos-
tile to the working class.

The Moscow Trials and the
alliance with the Boy Scouts
where all of a piece.

They cannot be treated as
separate questions, as Reid
and Monty Johnstone . would
like to-do: " -+ H

In the section on the Trials
Reid rounds off with the fol-
lowing words:

‘The knowledge of these

crimes and the fate of many
innocent men [all once de-
nounced by Reid and com-
pany as guilty] should not
prevent us from examining
soberly Trotskyists’ policies’.
(. 17))

If these ‘innocent Trotsky-
ists’ were murdered by Stalin,
it was surely because of their
policies. Reid now says they
were innocent.

Is Reid arguing that though
the Trotskyists were innocent
of the charges brought against
them, and that Stalin was
therefore guilty of the world’s
greatest ever frame-up, Stalin
all the time (bar the ‘Third
Period’) fought for the cor-
rect political line and the
Trotskyists the wrong one?

According to this logic,
Marxism leads to the murder
of at least three-quarters of
the revolutionary leadership
of the working class.

A wonderful advertisement
for Communism, Mrs Reid.
The US State Department
could not do better!

The Popular Front was
grounded on the bones of the
old Bolsheviks. Stalin courted
and embraced the most reac-
tionary capitalist politicians
at the same time as his courts
sentenced and executed
Lenin’s comrades for the same
(fictitious) crime.

Even during his flirtation
with the ‘Western Democra-
cies’ (during the pact with
Hitler, Stalin was to use the
Nazi term ‘Western Plutocra-
cies’), Stalin never gave up
his quest for a deal with the
Nazis.

The Red Army purges, like
the Moscow Trials, had a
double edge.

Stalin not only feared the
Soviet General Staff as a pos-
sible source of opposition to
his rule.

The army leaders also op-
posed his pro-Hitler policies,
favouring instead closer rela-
tions with France. They
rightly saw the Nazis as the
main threat to the Soviet
Union.

Before the Hitler Pact could
be signed, all traces of opposi-
tion to Stalin’s pro-German
policy had to be removed.

Stalin, like Hitler, preferred
to deal with regimes that were
not subject to the hazards of
democratic elections and
workers’ revolutions.

Stalin, by ensuring that Hit-
ler swept away both, believed
he had built up a perfect foil
to play off against France and
Britain. ,

Even during the height of
fascism, Stalin was willing to
drop hints through the Inter-
national that Italiian fascism
was really not so bad as the
German variety. )

4

old Bolsheviks were being
shot as fascist agents:

‘Italian people; Fascists of
the old guard [not Bolsheviks
of the old guard—they were
being shot as . . . fascists!]
Young fascists! We commun-
ists adopt as our own the
fascist programme of 1919,
which is a programme of
peace, of freedom, of defence
of the interests of the work-
ers. ...

This incredible
went hand in hand with hys-
terical appeals to not only ex=-
‘social fascists’ and liberals,
but even Tories, to fight fas-
cism.

Harry Pollitt, the British
CP Secretary, went to ridicu-
lous lengths to boost ‘progres-
sive’ Tories as allies of the
working class in the fight
against fascism.

‘They [left-wing critics of
Stalinist policy] try to frighten
us with talk about Winston
Churchill, Eden and Duff
Cooper. Surely it is a matter
of political interest that inside
the rank of this great powerful
Tory Party cracks are appear-

ing; powerful leaders of con- -

servatism in this country
openly declare that Chamber-
lain is sacrificing the interests
of Britain.

‘This is not something to
cry about. It is something for
us to welcome, to encourage,
to stimulate, whatever their
motives may be . . . if now a
Conservative or a Liberal is
prepared to take a stand
against Hitler and Mussolini

. we believe our class is
strong enough to handle
them . . . (‘Defence of the
People’, CP pamphlet, Febru-
ary 1939, pp. 11-12.)

New allies

In the later stages of the
Popular Front it was not even
a question of a fight for
workers’ minimum demands.

If Churchill and company
were to be the new allies, all
struggle for  working-class
rights and conditions had to
be sacrificed to these ‘power-
ful leaders of Conservatism’.

Trotsky was completely
correct when he denounced
the Popular Front as a joint
attempt by Stalinism, social-
democracy and capitalism to
stifle the working class in the
name of ‘broad unity’ in the
fight against fascism.

The Stalinists themselves
were to admit the fatuous
nature of their ‘People’s

~ Fronts’ against fascism when

- The August 1936 - rumber:
of the Italian CP journal, ‘Lo -

Stato Operajo’ issued the fol-
lowing appeal, made in the
month that the first batch of

many of their most sought-
after capitalist allies became
once again politicians on the
road to fascism.

This was the fate not only
of Churchill, but of many

other would-be or actual
members of the “‘Peéople’s
Front’.

In its heyday, they ‘were
billed as leading ‘anti-fas-
cists’; during the Nazi-Soviet

document -
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“how'~ opposed 'Stalin’s

Pact they were relegated to
"the depths of reaction (they

new
ally, Hitler) and were pro-
moted just as suddenly to
anti-fascist status after the
invasion of the Soviet Union

by Hitler.

Like Churchill’s, Roosevelt’s
political relations with the
Stalinists went through the
cycle not once, but twice.

In the ‘Third Period’, the
US Communist Party des-

1]

THE TITLE of Chris
Menges’ film shown on
commercial television
last week, ‘Wild and
Free—Twice Daily’, ex-
actly expressed his un-
derstanding of the life of
the circus workers por-
trayed. :

It was a compassionate and
poetic account of some of
the realities which lie behind
the tinsel and sawdust.

Where Hollywood has shown
us the sad man behind the
clown’s grease paint, this film
unsentimentally revealed the
punishing dedication, skill and
hard work which is the truth.

We watched the clowns
warm-up and then staunchly
run into the ring. The next
shot showed them returning;
tired professional entertainers
after what is merely the public
side of their labour.

The tents and cages, seating
and far from plush trailers are
packed. A long drive to the
next field, muddy like the last.
Everything now has to be
rigged again.

Rehearsals, care of the ani-
mals, education of the children,

all has to be done too. Then’

the few exhausting hours of
performances.

. w
Expected divisions within
the circus ‘community’ also

emerged. The owner’s daughter
is forbidden (and has com-
pletely internalized the com-
n_land) to go out with the tent
riggers.

They are derided as dirty,
footloose and ignorant.

But the film shows them ta
be mostly young, highly-ex-
ploited and uneducated casual
labourers. :

-A midget, in his twenties,
talked of the choices he faced
after leaving school. Like all
other wage workers he had
only his labour power to sell,
his body.

In the circus there were
buyers for his shortness, so
that was what he sold.
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Clowns, culture
and killers

It seemed better than being

in a factory, he said, because -

at least he has a unique place
in this community.

Beautifully photographed, the
circus was seen moving through
the dismal industrial land-
scape. Playgrounds and factor-
ies hard next to each other,
old men, used up after a life-
time’s exploitations, hobbling
with their grandchildren to the
show.

Girls dressed in lace and
garlands prancing behind the
ponies into the lights; and- the
training of young children into
the routines and bodily accom-
plishments needed for them to
become the next generation of
performers.

A film of fine sensitivity it
touched its subject lightly, but
with great insight and warmth.
It was a rare event on tele-
vision where the norms are
banality and stridency.

A POET, a painter, a film-
maker and a Marxist who
appreciates the full richness
of theory, knows that he is
not simply faced with the
world. '

He is part of it—all of it.

What distinguishes a work
of -the creative imagination is
not its abstractness, but the
very way in which a complex,
uneven, difficult and unpredict-
able process has taken place
in the artist.

This is the process by which
the artist experiences his sub-
ject, allows it to invade him,
becomes full of it, is changed
and renders it sensible again.

This is not a passive pro-
cess; it often involves great
struggles between the experi-
ence and the artist, between

the artist’s attempt to under- °

stand arld to make sense of it
consciously, and the sense that
he is actually making of it un-
consciously—often against his

will or ‘better judgement’.

Picasso says that painting is
dangerous because the canvas
talks back.

That means the artist can
never be sure what it will say
—that he cannot be sure he
will want to hear what it is
saying about himself or that he

.- will want to be guided by it.

But if he doesn’t let it speak
he will never hear.

The artist chooses his sub-
ject to some extent; in another
sense he is chosen by it.

¥

The exercise of his conscious
understanding, his knowledge
of his wishes and desires, fan-
tasies and fears, will only take
him so far.

At some point he will have
to trust the experience on
which he is embarked, trust
his reaction to it, take part in
it with the best understanding
he has got.

Indeed if he does not, the
experience will elude him; he
will return with a half-formed
thing and present us with an
incomplete work.

Then he will have to recog-
nize that fact, recognize what
his work or practise reveals
about himself as well as about
the subject.

That is often painful and
can be indeed be experienced
as dangerous.

The struggle between con-
sciousness and unconscious-
ness is never over.

It ebbs and flows for sure,
but in order to progress or de-
velop one must give full (al-
though not necessarily free)
rein to all the great forces
flowing from areas of oneself
that are not readily amenable
to reason and caution, recti-
tude or reticence.

It has been said that a
neurotic is someone who has
found ways of cutting off from
his unconscious; ways that
mean more oOr less severe
losses of the person.

A psychotic, on the other
hand, is someone who feels in
constant danger of or is
actually experiencing an over-
whelming invasion by uncon-
scious forces.

A ‘normal’ person then
should be someone actually en-
gaged in the whole self, some-
one in whom conscious and
unconscious understandings
are constantly in motion, inter-
penetrating each other, con-
flicting as opposites, changing.

In fact, under conditions of

—

modern capitalist society, the.

‘normal’ person is quite the
reverse.

He or she is someone ‘patho-
logically normal’, rigidly in
control of themselves, deter-
mined that only what he or
she thinks or consciously wants
shall be acknowledged; deter-
mined above all to impose his
view.

The very opposite of a fully-
developed Marxist in other
‘words.

One does not become con-
scious merely by wishing to be
so, or by willing it.

These may be beginnings.

The full depth and breadth
of theory however, can only
be appreciated by those who
have sufficiently broad and
deep experience in the world
of which theory is. making
sense.

A system of self-imposed
narrowness of qxperience and
mere intellectual understand-
ing separated from existential
understanding can never be a
substitute.

Indeed it can be dangerous.

Works of art cannot be

By ‘Frank Cartwright

ordered; proletarian culture
cannot be demanded from
above.

Revolutionary consciousness
cannot be prescribed.

Nor can the art and culture
coming down to us from the
past be dismissed as merely
‘bourgeois’.

In the same way that Marx-
ism is the greatest philosophi-
cal distillation of human ex-
perience, so the best art and
culture are the finest distilla-
tions of human beings experi-
encing that experience called
life or history.

A narrow, neurotic, ‘normal’
life is the one prescribed for
the working class under capi-
talism and by the hideous dis-
tortions of the bureaucracy in
the Soviet Union.

Winning some freedom in
both situations is difficult and
full of danger.

None of us is immune to our

crippling system; progress to-.

wards a full revolutionary con-
sciousness will proceed in fits
and starts, contradictorily.

W

Often we will have to go
backwards to go forwards.

Any certainty we think we
have has been wrested from
the uncertainties, difficulties
and contradictions of the past.

Our task, armed with theory,
but not rendered immune by
it, is to take on the contem-
porary world in all the com-
plexity of its horror, exploit-
ation, greed and envy and of
its delicacy, warmth, bright-
ness and possibility.

In that sense we are all
artists.

After all, what do we want
to save from barbarism to de-
velop under socialism ?

It is the wvery glimpses we
have of human possibilities
now and the stultifying effects
of capitalism upon those pos-
sibilities that make us deter-
mined to become revolutionary
fighters.

History does not repeat it-
self mechanically; but without
understanding repetitions will
occur.

The first time round, as
Marx said, will be tragic and
the next time farcieal. Equally,
a man who does not under-
stand his own history is
doomed to wander in its re-
runs.

The task is indeed not
merely to understand history
but to change it.

Change, however, is as com-
plex as history itself.

Without making a fetish of
complexity, the least we can
demand is for that complexity
to be present in all our under-
standing.

‘WORLD IN ACTION’ on
October 27 contained some
excellent reporting on the
Green Berets, the group in-
volved in so many of the
most brutal murders in Viet-
nam.

Part of the US Army’s
Special Forces, this body of
soldiers is conditioned to be
rabid Kkillers and ruthless anti-
communists.

Their training ground is Fort
Bragg, in the_rugged country
of northern California.

The men are carefully picked,
but during the months of
ferocious conditioning which
follow, a further one in three
are rejected as either physically
unsuitable or because they do
not have the ‘proper mental

attitude’.

By the time this period is
completed the men remaining
are ready for their special
duties.

No one should under-esti-
mate their dedication or skill.

Acquainted with the works
of Mao, Tito, books on the
Cuban Revolution and prob-
ably more fundamental studies
too, they have been used in 112
imperialist operations around
the world since their forma-
tion.

- In 1961, after the events in
Cuba, President Kennedy saw
the possibilities of such a
force. :

Although ‘ counter - insur-
gency’ is seen as a mission of
the whole US Army, according
to the commander at Fort
Bragg, Colonel- Edward Flana-
gan, it is most especially the
task of the Green Berets.

The recent scandal surround-
ing the assassination of a
South Vietnamese double-
agent, where charges against
Robert Rheault, the officer
commanding the Green Berets
in Vietnam, and seven of his
men, were dropped, is ob-

viously only the tip of a very
dirty heap of carnage.

Lyman "Kirkpatrick, a for-
mer executive director of the
American Central Intelligence
Agency (CIA), explained on
the programme that the Green
Berets are under the control of
the CIA.

Although technically this is
so only in ‘non-combat areas’,
admissions that both forces are
involved out of uniform as
spies and soldiers in Laos and
that there is constant lending
of men between them made it
clear that US imperialism is
not inhibited in its actions by
any constitutional restraints.

An ex-sergeant in the Green
Berets who had seen active
service with them in Vietnam
gave a picture of their opera-
tions.

‘We took suspects. The
number of suspects seemed to
increase as the troops got
more tired.

w
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The ‘suspects’ were regularly'

tortured, sometimes murdered.
These troops thought nothing
of cutting off their victims’
ears and hanging them on their
belts.

The suspects, of course,
were usually peasants; old and
young, women or children.

This same witness reminded
us that these special forces
were the first US forces into
Vietnam. In 1965 they were
employed in the Dominican
Republic where they posed as
Spanish revolutionaries to take
over the national radio station.

In the late 1950s they were
used to overthrow the reform-
ist government in Guatemala.

In 1967 the 8th Special
Forces Group, normally based
in Panama, sent 12 men to
Bolivia.

They trained a force of 600
hand-picked peasants in three
months; three weeks after this
detachment took to the hills
it had captured and killed Che
Guevara and his companions.

Taught foreign languages
they are already in Ethiopia
and Pakistan. In January they
go to help the Shah in Persia.

Although they are not
supermen, we would do well
to take serious note .of the
extent, viciousness and deter-
mination of these Kkillers for
capitalism.
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crimes and the fate of many
innocent men [all once de-
nounced by Reid and com-
pany as guilty] should not
prevent us from examining
soberly Trotskyists’ policies’.
(p. 17.)

If these ‘innocent Trotsky-
ists’ were murdered by Stalin,
it was surely because of their
policies. Reid now says they
were innocent.

Is Reid arguing that though
the Trotskyists were innocent
of the charges brought against
them, and that Stalin was
therefore guilty of the world’s
greatest ever frame-up, Stalin
all the time (bar the ‘Third
Period’) fought for the cor-
rect political line and
Trotskyists the wrong one?

According to this logic,
Marxism leads to the murder
of at least three-quarters of
the revolutionary leadership
of the working class.

A wonderful advertisement
for Communism,

the

Mrs Reid. -

old Bolsheviks were
shot as fascist agents:

‘Italian people; Fascists of
the old guard [not Bolsheviks
of the old guard—they were
being shot as . . . fascists!]
Young fascists! We commun-
ists adopt as our own the
fascist programme of 1919,
which is a programme of
peace, of freedom, of defence
of the interests of the work-
ers. ...

This incredible
went hand in hand with hys-

being

terical appeals to not only ex- ~

‘social fascists’ and liberals,
but even Tories, to fight fas-
cism.

Harry Pollitt, the British
CP Secretary, went to ridicu-
lous lengths to boost ‘progres-
sive’ Tories as allies of the
working class in the fight
against fascism.

‘They [left-wing critics of
Stalinist policy] try to frighten
us with talk about Winston
Churchill, Eden and Duff
Cooper. Surely it is a matter

document -

It is significant that Reid can-
not!

Let Trotsky answer
slander:

‘Maxton and others opine
that the Italo-Ethiopian war
is a “conflict between two
rival dictators” . .. They thus
define the character of the
war by the political form of
the state. . . . If Mussolini
triumphs, it means the rein-
forcement of fascism, the
strengthening of imperialism
and the discouragement of the
colonial peoples in Africa and
elsewhere.

‘The victory of the Negus,
however, would mean a
mighty blow not only at
Italian imperialism but imper-
ijalism as a whole, and would
lend a powerful impulse to
the rebellious forces of the
oppressed peoples. One must
be really blind not to see
this.” (‘On Dictators and the
Heights of Oslo’, April 22,
1935.)

But Stalin at this time did

this

bargained with and dropped
like so many counters on a
gambling table.

The greatest crime of all was
that this policy was carried
through in the name of Com-
munism and the Russian Re-
volution.

The Fourth International, in
fighting against the counter-
revolutionary policies and ac-
tions of Stalinism, was the
best, the only genuine defender
of the Soviet Union, because it
fought to give a revolutionary
leadership to the struggle of
the working class and peasan-
try in the capitalist and
colonial countries.

Trotsky fought for a Lenin-
ist defence of the Soviet
Union, against the reactionary
policies that flowed from the
theory of ‘socialism in one
country’.

By his military purges, his
disruption of the economy, his
alienation of the peasantry and
crushing of the working class,
his decapitation of the Lenin-

Reid also seeks to prove
that Trotsky’s call for the
United Front in the French
struggles of 1936 was a maxi-
mum demand out of line with
the level of the struggle.

Trotsky called, as Reid says,
for a Front based ‘On a system
of measures with which a
workers’ and peasants’ govern-
ment can ensure the transition
from capitalism to socialism’.

This, Reid claims, is not a
‘transitional demand’ at all,
but a slogan °‘based on the
most advanced programme —
the dictatorship of the prole-
tariat’. (p. 9.)

Reid’s attacks on Trotsky-
ism involve a direct revision
of all the basic work of the
Leninist-Bolshevik Party and
the first four Congresses of
the Communist International,
all of whose decisions and
policies are generalized in the
Transitional Programme of the
Fourth International.

Precedent

| ist leadership of the Bolshevik .

~ g’:l d rtljost dcs)tateiter]!)epartment of politli(calf interest that insifde lilxgiye‘:i::l]itsg;e defeat of Italian ., 1 ""2nd International, his muj;x}ilsetrep;:c:d::{yfoio'lglit‘s:l?yq;
: the rank of this great powerful discrediting of the Soviet

- The Popular Front was

grounded on the bones of the
old Bolsheviks. Stalin courted
and embraced the most reac-
tionary capitalist politicians
at the same time as his courts
sentenced and executed
Lenin’s comrades for the same
(fictitious) crime.

Even during his flirtation

Tory Party cracks are appear-
ing; powerful leaders of con-
servatism in this country
openly declare that Chamber-
lain is sacrificing the interests
of Britain.

‘This is not something to
cry about. It is something for
us to welcome, to encourage,

That is why he supplied
oil to the fascist war machine,
hoping to break Mussolini
from his alliance with Hitler
by taking advantage of Italy’s
and Germany’s lack of oil.

The Soviet Comintern lead-
er Manuilsky justified this
policy in his report to the

Union and Communism by all
the cynical manoeuvres which
reached their climax in Ger-
many and Spain, and finally
the Hitler Pact; Stalin more
than any other single person
weakened the Soviet Union
and exposed it to all the
horrors of the Nazi invasion.

call for the united front to
prepare the road for a workers’
and peasants’ government. The
slogan was first concretized at
the Fourth Congress of the
Communist International, in
the ‘Theses on Tactics’ :

‘The slogan of a workers’
government (or a workers’ and

ith the ° D to stimulate, whatever their Leningrad and Moscow Party Reid’s attack on Trotskyism  Peasants’ $°"ﬁ"‘me“t) }cl‘"‘ be
with the ‘Western Democra-  pmgtives may be . . . if now a Organizations following  the  begins in earnest when she  Used practically everywhere as
cies'’ (during the pact with  Congervative or a Liberal is

Hitler, Stalin was to use the
Nazi term ‘Western Plutocra-
cies’), Stalin never gave up

prepared to take a stand
against Hitler and Mussolini

Seventh Congress of the Inter-
national in 1935:
‘Who would gain from this?

reaches 1938, the year of the
Founding Conference of the
Fourth International.

a general propaganda slogan.

‘But as a ‘topical political
slogan it is of the greatest im-

. . . we believe our class is [Soviet  sanctions  against Her main target is the Tran- portance in those countries
his quest for a deal with the strong enough to handle Italy.] sitional Programme, adopted  where bourgeois society is par-
Nazis. them . . .’ (‘Defence of the ‘The capitalist states. Who  at that conference and con- ticularly unstable, where the

The Red Army purges, like
the Moscow Trials, had a
double edge.

Stalin not only feared the

Soviet General Staff as a pos-

People’, CP pamphlet, Febru-
ary 1939, pp. 11-12))

New allies

would lose from this? Not
Italy, but the USSR. In actual
fact, the boycott would be
turned not against Italy, but

demned by Reid as being a
weapon of disruption in the
struggle against fascism and
war.

relation of forces between the
workers’ parties and the bour-
geoisie is such that the de-
cision of the question, who

i iti he 1 f th the USSR.’ Unable to explain how the shall form the government,
sible source of opposition to In t eF ater stages (; e Reid charges ‘some Trot-  ‘ultra-left’ Trotsky attacked  becomes ome of immediate
| hl%]‘;:zle;trmy leaders also op al: opc;}:;tiol;?mo;t v;rasﬁr;%t e‘;(e)x: skyists’ with opposing sanc-  Stalinism ‘from the right practical necessity.

posed his pro-Hitler policies,
favouring instead closer rela-
tions with France. They
rightly saw the Nazis as the
main threat to the Soviet
Union.

Before the Hitler Pact could
be signed, all traces of opposi-
tion to Stalin’s pro-German
policy had to be removed.

Stalin, like Hitler, preferred
to deal with regimes that were
not subject to the hazards of

workers’ minimum demands.
If Churchill and company
were to be the new allies, all
struggle for  working-class
rights and conditions had to
be sacrificed to these ‘power-
ful leaders of Conservatism’.
Trotsky was completely
correct when he denounced
the Popular Front as a joint
attempt by Stalinism, social-
democracy and capitalism to
stifle the working class in the

tions against Mussolini.

This was not Trotsky’s
policy. It was Stalin’s, Pollitt’s
and Gollan’s.

It is not just a question of

Mrs Reid being profoundly
ignorant of the writings of
Trotsky. This she undoubtedly
is.
Reid charges the Fourth In-
ternational with the very
crime of which Stalinism is
guilty.

.;°' democratic elections  and name of ‘broad unity’ in the . c,aléy wz;ipg:;te%ovga; :ﬁreiﬁe
he workers’ revolutions. fight against fascism. world’s Stalinists, which sub-
SS Stalin, by ensuring that Hit- * The Stalinists themselves ordinated the str'uggle of the
he ler swept away both, believed were to admit the fatuous Backdrop to British Stafinisms From the colonial people for freedom
ad  he had built up a perfect foil  nature of their ‘People’s iranco Soviet  Pact Mav 3843 (Stahn to the big power and secret
0§~ to play off against France and Fronts’ against fascism when - ‘ ; diplomacy of the Kremlin.
Britain. many of their most sought- Stalin’s ever-changing diplo-
he Even during the height of after capitalist allies became future Suce - matic tactics even influenced
its fascism, Stalin was willing to once again politicians on the o the script prepared for the
drop hints through thef Inter- roa(%l to fascis}r:l. ‘ . Moscow Trials.
as national that Italiian fascism This was the fate not only . s ’ . in’ i
id was really not so bad as the of Churchill, but of many  Pact they were relegated to by Hitler. cribed his ‘New Deal’ as the ME:::]?D? ;g«;cnregﬁe(rzgggr?n tf}?;
id German variety. k other would-be or actual the depths of reaction (they Like Churchill’s, Roosevelt’s fascist direction in which the failure of any one of the ‘de.
- The August 1936 number’ members of the ‘People’s now opposed Stalin’s new  political relations with the Roosevelt policies are carry- o2 o 58 F 8 fess to being
als  of the Italian CP journal, ‘Lo  Front’. ally, Hitler) and were pro-  Stalinists went through the ing the US.’ (Earl Browder, an agent of Italian fascism
ol- Stato Operajo’ issued the fol- In its heyday, they were moted just as suddenly to cycle not once, but twice. speech prmtgd in ‘Communist The Trotskyists were a.l-
lowing appeal, made in the billed as leading ‘anti-fas- anti-fascist status after the In the ‘Third Period’, the International’, January 15, ways in league with Hitler
se  month that the first batch of cists’; during the Nazi-Soviet invasion of the Soviet Union US Communist Party des- 1934.) but never Mussolini i
With the advent of the Pop- . f
. ular Front, Roosevelt, from As Reid admits, all these
being a fascist, became a lead- ghar'ge:s were concocted by
ing anti-fascist: talin; can she explalp the
“These pronouncements of favours shown to Italy in any

]
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as  found ways of cutting off from life is the one prescribed for brutal ders in Viet any constitutional restraints. ness and cynicism that are  tug sych as tl?: télft?;flgoplslf:r Pogxl'li]tai‘;hl:é(t):lti.nists defend the f}llt: ag;)rrilbéio:)vfs 1;::;;&;22703 0imn
his unconscious; ways that  the working class under capi-  MOst brutal murders in Viet- An ex-sergeant in the Green quite breathtaking, worthy of  Front government in France Popular Front with a double  the fight for the united front,
an  mean more or less severe talism and by the hideous dis-  nam. Berets whg };)ad i active Hitler  himself’ ~ (Browder,  from 1936, or the similar gov-  tenacity. Apart from a natural The French Stalinists in re-
ay  losses of the person. tortions of the bureaucracy in Part of the US Army’s  Service with o the 1etr;am speech, June 1940.) ernment in Spain throughout  desire to uphold the line fol-  jecting the Leninist united
he A psychotic, on the other  the Soviet Union. : Special Forces, this body of  8ave a picture ol their opera- the civil war? lowed by their own leadership,  front and the call for the
is  hand, is someone who feels in Winfiing some  freedom in soldiers is conditioned to be m)‘r‘xs. took ect The somersaUIts Again Manuilsky, speaking the Reids uphold the oppor- workers’ government in a
he  constant danger of or is  both situations is difficult and  rabid killers and ruthless anti- be ?0 suspects. dt at the 18th Congress of the  tunist policies of that period  period of profound capitalist
it.  actually experiencing an over-  full of danger. communists. fiumber o sus;})lects seemed to The cycle was completed  pBohevik Party in 1939, gives  as the historical forerunner of  crisis came to the aid of the
ak  whelming invasion by uncon- None of us is immune to our Their training ground is Fort  1ncrease das the troops got for the second time after Hit- ' (the ancwer - ’ “The British Road to Socialism’  ruling class.
scious forces. crippling system; progress to-  Bragg, in the rugged country ~ more tired. ler’s invasion of the Soviet ‘The Communists concen- - with its pleas for ‘left unity’ If there is to be no call for
b- A ‘normal’ person then  wards a full revolutionary con-  of northern California. ¥ Union. The main point that  y.te their main fire in the  with the trade union and
er  Should be someone actually en-  sciousness will proceed in fits The men are carefully picked, ‘ : arises from this catalogue of  gpecific historical situation on  Labour Party bureaucracies. s
gaged in the whole self, some-  and starts, contradictorily. but during the months of The ‘suspects’ were regularly Stalinist somersaults is the  (he fraudulent fascist “self- The Transitional P mme =
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It has been said that a
neurotic is someone who has

Works of art cannot be

By Frank Cartwright

Roosevelt, when taken toget-
her with the more concrete
propcsals of the CIO . . . pro-
vide a rounded-out People’s
Front programme of an ad-

way other than being due to
the secret diplomatic links be-
tween the Kremlin and the
fascist regime in Italy, which
operated even throughout its
intervention on the side of

ordered; proletarian culture The task is indeed not  viously only the tip of a very Ya{lc%d tYP§~’ (‘81387 )Commun- Franco in the Spanish Civil
cannot be demanded from merely to understand history dirty heap of carnage. ist’, December, . War?
above. but to change it. Lyman Kirkpatrick, a for- But the Stalinists had not

Revolutionary consciousness
cannot be prescribed.

Nor can the art and culture
coming down to us from the
past be dismissed as merely
‘bourgeois’.

In the same way that Marx-

Change, however, is as com-
plex as history itself.

Without making a fetish of
complexity, the least we can
demand is for that complexity
to be present in all our under-
standing.

mer executive director of the
American Central Intelligence
Agency (CIA), explained on
the programme that the Green
Berets are under the control of
the CIA.

Although technically this is

finished with Roosevelt yet.
The Nazi-Soviet Pact found
the US ranged against Stalin’s
new friends. ¢
Once again, a ‘revaluation’
was called for:
‘In the face of a popular

Abyssinia was not the only
country sacrificed on the altar
of Stalinist diplomacy.

During the Popular Front
period, the Soviet bureaucracy
allied itself with the rulers of
two vast empires, the British
and the French.

during its ‘social fascist’ phase,
Reid feels she is on firmer
ground in the period of the
Popular Front from 1935 to

"1939.

‘In these countries the
slogan of a workers’ govern-
ment follows inevitably from
the entire united front tac-
tic ...

Mass working-class demonstrations reached a climax in 1936 on ‘Red Th
consciously betrayed by the leaders of French Stalinism.

For while Stalinists such as

It was precisely in this con-

ism is the greatest philosophi- so only in ‘non-combat areas’, will “to keep out of the The end of the Third  Reid and Johnstone make ver-  text that Trotsky put forward
cal distillatio?h Ofb httxma;x 4 ‘WORLD IN ACTION' on ?S;?;li,zgnsotuhtat ot;Otgnf?éf;S ae A ratic th%afc{fggevg;t Etlﬁlé Period faced the Stalinists  bal criticislms of the ultra-left  the demand for a workers' and
erience, so the best art an of ministration, - ! ) t 1 ]

gulture are the finest distilla- spies and soldiers in Laos and with a new problem; what line followed by the Inter peasants’ government in France

tions of human beings experi-
encing that experience called
life or history.

A narrow, neurotic, ‘normal’

runs.

October 27 contained some
excellent reporting on the
Green Berets, the group in-
volved in so many of the

men, were dropped, is ob-

that there is constant lending
of men between them made it
clear that US imperialism is
not inhibited in its actions by

capitalism.

economic royalists and their
agents, is taking the country
step by step into the war
with a speed unexampled in
all history and with a bold-

places, dates and publications.

was to be the line of the In-
ternational on the struggle of
the colonial people oppressed
by governments now officially
elevated to

over the world were picked up,

national in the early 1930s,
they endorse to the hilt every-
thing carried through by
Stalinism in the period of the

(p. 9)

in the great strikes of 1936.
As the ‘Theses’ state, the

slogan of class power, in a pre-

revolutionary or revolutionary
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cribed his ‘New Deal’ as ‘the
fascist direction in which the
Roosevelt policies are carry-
ing the US. (Earl Browder,
speech printed in ‘Communist
International’, January 15,
1934.)

With the advent of the Pop-
ular Front, Roosevelt, from
being a fascist, became a lead-
ing anti-fascist:

‘These pronouncements of
Roosevelt, when taken toget-
her with the more concrete
propcsals of the CIO . . . pro-
vide a rounded-out People’s
Front programme of an ad-
vanced type.” (‘The Commun-
ist’, December, 1937.)

But the Stalinists ‘had not
finished with Roosevelt yet.

The Nazi-Soviet Pact found
the US ranged against Stalin’s
new friends. ’

Once again, a ‘revaluation’
was called for:

‘In the face of a popular

will " to keep out of the
war, the Roosevelt ad-
ministration, backed by the

economic royalists and their
agents, is taking the country
step by step into the war
with a speed unexampled in
all history and with a bold-
ness and cynicism that are
quite breathtaking, worthy of
Hitler  himself”  (Browder,
speech, June 1940.)

Somersaults

The cycle was completed
for the second time after Hit-
ler’s invasion of the Soviet
Union. The main point that
arises from this catalogue of
Stalinist somersaults is the
total lack of principle in all
the politics of the bureau-
cracy.

‘Marxist’ phrases are at one
moment used to present a re-
formist or capitalist politi-
cian as an enemy of the work-
ing class, as a fascist.

The next day, purely in the
interests of the Soviet bur-
eaucracy as it shifts its inter-
national stance away from one
group of imperialist powers
and towards another, the
same people become leading
‘anti-fascists’—and then back
to fascist again if the Kremlin
once more veers in its course.

This subordination of the
working class to the manoeu-
vres of the bureaucracy is well
illustrated by Stalin’s policy
towards the Italian war
against Abyssinia.

Reid makes the following
allegation:

‘ . some Trotskyists of
a previous generation at-
tacked the attempts to im-
pose sanctions on Mussolini
when he invaded Abyssinia,
because the latter was a feudal
and reactionary regime.” (p.
29.)

Who are these ‘some Trot-
skyists’? In the whole of this
series, we have named names,
places, dates and publications.
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It is significant that Reid can-
not!

Let Trotsky answer
slander:

‘Maxton and others opine
that the Italo-Ethiopian war
is a “conflict between two
rival dictators” . .. They thus
define the character of the
war by the political form of
the state. . . . If Mussolini
triumphs, it means the rein-
forcement of fascism, the
strengthening of imperialism
and the discouragement of the
colonial peoples in Africa and
elsewhere.

‘The victory of the Negus,
however, would mean a
mighty blow not only at
Italian imperialism but imper-
ifalism as a whole, and would
lend a powerful impulse to
the rebellious forces of the
oppressed peoples. One must
be really blind not to see
this.” (‘On Dictators and the
Heights of Oslo’, April 22,
1935.)

But Stalin at this time did
not want the defeat of Italian
imperialism! ’

That is why he supplied
oil to the fascist war machine,
hoping to break Mussolini
from his alliance with Hitler
by taking advantage of Italy’s
and Germany’s lack of oil.

The Soviet Comintern lead-
er Manuilsky justified this
policy in his report to the
Leningrad and Moscow Party
Organizations following the
Seventh Congress of the Inter-
national in 1935:

‘Who would gain from this?
[Soviet sanctions against
Italy.]

‘The capitalist states. Who
would lose from this? Not
Italy, but the USSR. In actual
fact, the boycott would be
turned not against Italy, but
the USSR.’

Reid charges ‘some Trot-
skyists’ with opposing sanc-
tions against Mussolini.

This was not Trotsky’s
policy. It was Stalin’s, Pollitt’s
and Gollan’s.

It is not just a question of
Mrs Reid being profoundly
ignorant of the writings of
Trotsky. This she undoubtedly
is

this

Reid charges the Fourth In-
ternational with the very
crime of which Stalinism is
guilty.

It was the Soviet bureau-
cracy, supported by all the
world’s Stalinists, which sub-
ordinated the struggle of the
colonial people for freedom
to the big power and secret
diplomacy of the Kremlin.

Stalin’s ever-changing diplo-
matic tactics even influenced
the script prepared for the
Moscow Trials.

Stalin’s special regard for
Mussolini was reflected in the
failure of any one of the ‘de-
fendants’ to confess to being
an agent of Italian fascism.

The Trotskyists were al-
ways in league with Hitler,
but never Mussolini.

As Reid admits, all these
charges were concocted by
Stalin; can she explain the
favours shown to Italy in any
way other than being due to
the secret diplomatic links be-
tween the Kremlin and the
fascist regime in Italy, which
operated even throughout its
intervention on the side of
Franco in the Spanish Civil
War?

Abyssinia was not the only
country sacrificed on the altar
of Stalinist diplomacy.

During the Popular Front
period, the Soviet bureaucracy
allied itself with the rulers of
two vast empires, the British
and the French.

The end of the Third
Period faced the Stalinists
with a new problem; what

was to be the line of the In-
ternational on the struggle of
the colonial people oppressed
by governments now officially
elevated to ‘anti-fascist’ sta-
tus, such as the Blum Popular
Front government in France
from 1936, or the similar gov-
ernment in Spain throughout
the civil war?

Again Manuilsky, speaking
at the 18th Congress of the
Bolshevik Party in 1939, gives
us the answer :

‘The Communists concen-
trate their main fire in the
specific historical situation on
the fraudulent fascist “self-
determination of nations”.
[Within six months British and
French colonies were to be
the only target.] . . . Commu-
nists lay prime emphasis on
the struggle for self-determi-
nation by the nations enslaved
by the fascist states. . . .’
(‘The Land of Socialism To-
day and Tomorrow’, p. 82.)

The millions of colonial
slaves in Africa and Asia had
to wait on Stalin’s diplomacy
for their freedom. When
Stalin turned back to Hitler
in August 1939, they were
given permission to struggle
again—until June 22, 1941.

The Nazi invasion of the
Soviet Union once more
found British and French im-
perialism as ‘progressive
forces’, their colonial slaves
yet again were told to wait for
their freedom.

Stalin never saw the op-
pressed masses of the empires
as allies of the Soviet Union
and their rousing to revolu-
tionary struggle as the greatest
blow that could be struck
against the enemies of the
Soviet Union.
 Stalin subordinated every=-
thing to the interests of the
Kremlin bureaucracy. Millions
of workers and peasants all
over the world were picked up,

-

bargained with and dropped
like so many counters on a
gambling table.

The greatest crime of all was
that this policy was carried
through in the name of Com-
munism and the Russian Re-
volution.

The Fourth International, in
fighting against the counter-
revolutionary policies and ac-
tions of Stalinism, was the
best, the only genuine defender
of the Soviet Union, because it
fought to give a revolutionary
leadership to the struggle of
the working class and peasan-
try in the capitalist and
colonial countries.

Trotsky fought for a Lenin-
ist defence of the Soviet
Union, against the reactionary
policies that flowed from the
theory of ‘socialism in one
country’.

By his military purges, his
disruption of the economy, his
alienation of the peasantry and
crushing of the working class,
his decapitation of the Lenin-
ist leadership of the Bolshevik
party and International, his
discrediting of the Soviet
Union and Communism by all
the cynical manoeuvres which
reached their climax in Ger-
many and Spain, and finally
the Hitler Pact; Stalin more
than any other single person
weakened the Soviet Union
and exposed it to all the
horrors of the Nazi invasion.

Reid’s attack on Trotskyism
begins in earnest when she
reaches 1938, the year of the
Founding Conference of the
Fourth International.

Her main target is the Tran-
sitional Programme, adopted
at that conference and con-
demned by Reid as being a
weapon of disruption in the
struggle against fascism and
war.

Unable to explain how the
‘ultra-left” Trotsky attacked
Stalinism ‘from the right’
during its ‘social fascist’ phase,
Reid feels she is on firmer
ground in the period of the
Il’ggglar Front from 1935 to

Reid also seeks to prove
that Trotsky’s call for the
United Front in the French
struggles of 1936 was a maxi-
mum demand out of line with
the level of the struggle.

Trotsky called, as Reid says,
for a Front based ‘On a system
of measures with which a
workers’ and peasants’ govern-
ment can ensure the transition
from capitalism to socialism’.

This, Reid claims, is not a
‘transitional demand’ at all,
but a slogan ‘based on the
most advanced programme —
the dictatorship of the prole-
tariat’. (p. 9.)

Reid’s attacks on Trotsky-
ism involve a direct revision
of all the basic work of the
Leninist-Bolshevik Party and
the first four Congresses of
the Communist International,
all of whose decisions and
policies are generalized in the
Transitional Programme of the
Fourth International.

Precedent

There is a very good com-
munist precedent for Trotsky’s
call for the united front to
prepare the road for a workers’
and peasants’ government. The
slogan was first concretized at -
the Fourth Congress of the
Communist International, in
the ‘Theses on Tactics’ :

‘The slogan of a workers’
government (or a workers’ and
peasants’ government) can be
used practically everywhere as
a general propaganda slogan.

‘But as a ‘topical political
slogan it is of the greatest im-
portance in those countries
where bourgeois society is par-
ticularly unstable, where the
relation of forces between the
workers’ parties and the bour-
geoisie is such that the de-
cision of the question, who
shall form the government,
becomes one of immediate
practical necessity.

‘In these countries the
slogan of a workers’ govern-
ment follows inevitably from
the entire united front tac-
tic...

Musssliai’s troops sall fer Abyssinia la ships fuslied with Stalin’s oil.

power, expressed at a certain
preparatory stage through the
existing workers’ parties, then
there can be only unity against
a struggle for power.

Like all reformists, Reid
attempts to justify the political
line of Stalinism with voting
figures.

She reproduces the results
of the French general election
of 1936 as crushing proof that
there had been no revolution-
ary situation and therefore, no
betrayal.

The Stalinists do the same
thing when covering-up for the
role of the French Communist
Party in the great sit-in strike
of May-June 1968.

Steeped in the methods of
the ‘British Road to Socialism’,
with its programme of parlia-
mentary transition to social-
ism, Reid evades completely

Mass working-class demonstrations reached a climax in 1936 on ‘Red Thursday’, but the movement was
consciously betrayed by the leaders of French Stalinism.

For while Stalinists such as
Reid and Johnstone make ver-
bal criticisms of the ultra-left
line followed by the Inter-
national in the early 1930s,
they endorse to the hilt every-
thing carried through by
Stalinism in the period of the
Popular Front.

British Stalinists defend the
Popular Front with a double
tenacity. Apart from a natural
desire to uphold the line fol-
lowed by their own leadership,
the Reids uphold the oppor-
tunist policies of that period
as the historical forerunner of
‘The British Road to Socialism’
with its pleas for ‘left unity’
with the trade wunion and
Labour Party bureaucracies.

The Transitional Programme
bristles with hatred for such
unprincipled alliances:

‘Under the banner of the
October Revolution, the con-
ciliatory politics practised by
the People’s Front dooms the
working class to impotence and
clears the road for fascism.’
(Transitional Programme, pp.
9-10.)

Within a year, the Popular
Fronts of Spain and France
had crashed, to be replaced in
both cases with fascist regimes
under Franco and Petain.

Faced with these stark his-
torical facts, Reid pathetically
claims that ‘what the Trotsky-
ists were proposing in France
was a mad adventure which
would have split the Popular
Front and led to fascism com-
ing early to power, instead of
being imposed later by the
actions of the invading German
armies’. (p. 11.)

What were the policies ad-
vocated by Trotsky which
Reid decries as leading to a
‘mad adventure’ ?

‘Instead of a Popular Front
which Trotsky said “succeeded
in canalising and damming, at
least temporarily, the revolu-
tionary stream” . . . the slogan
of the French Trotskyists was

“A  Workers’ Government”.’
(. 9)

I
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It was precisely in this con-
text that Trotsky put forward
the demand for a workers’ and
peasants’ government in France
in the great strikes of 1936.

As the ‘Theses’ state, the
slogan of class power, in a pre-
revolutionary or revolutionary
situation, flows inevitably from
the period of preparation in
the fight for the united front.

The French Stalinists in re-
jecting the Leninist wunited
front and the call for the
workers’ government in a
period of profound capitalist
crisis came to the aid of the
ruling class.

If there is to be no call for
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the class context of the situa-
tion in France in 1936. She
can see only the ballot box and
combinations within parlia-
ment :

‘. . . in the first ballot . . .
the Communist and the official
Socialist parties combined had
polled 3,341,132 votes out of
a total of 9,838,943, and these
were votes cast not on a pro-
grame of immediate seizure of
power but on the basis of a
popular front government.’ (p.
10.)

Not a word from Reid about
the mass strikes and sit-ins in
progress in the weeks before
the elections, the results of
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which were only a pale and
distorted reflection of the real
class forces in conflict in the
factories.

Yes. The workers voted for
parties standing on a Popular
Front programme,

But that was not their
choice.
Even the leader of the

French SMalinists at that time,
Thorez, admitted that things
were boiling over and only
checked by the intervention of
his party :

‘In the midst of a city at
fever heat and shaken with
preposterous rumours [i.e.,
such as the Stalinists preparing
to call for revolution] we held
a meeting to instruct all the
Communists in the Paris dis-
trict. . . . Among the metal
workers who had been the first
to fill the breach and had been
fighting for two weeks, were
there not some ardent young-
sters who believed that the
hour of revolution had struck?
But we who lead the Commun-
ist Party are the general staff
of the working-class army, not
political adventurers . . . the
Popular Front stands for order,
for steady and organized pro-
gress. . . .

¢ Straightforwardly, and
weighing all my words, I de-
clared in the name of the
Central Committee : “Though
it is important to press our
claims thoroughly, it is equally
important to know when to
stop. At the moment, there is
no question of taking power”.
... . Our political wisdom was
soon to bear fruit. Many col-
lective agreements were carried
through and the evacuation of
the factories and workshops
was begun in an orderly and
cheerful spirit.” (Thorez, ‘Son
of the People’, 1938 ed., pp
129-132.)

Betrayal

It is clear from this extract
that the Stalinists’ intervention
was decisive in ending the
great sit-in strike of June 1936.
Reid, aware of the great be-
trayal carried through by
Thorez, diverts the argument
to a question of votes.

But even here, Leninism has
a sound precedent for dealing
with Reid’s parliamentary
cretinism. The Russian workers
took power, as is well known,
in a country numerically dom-
inated by peasants.

The voting figures for the
elections to the Constituent
Assembly reflect the numerical
ratio of workers to peasants
in Russia at the time of the
October Revolution. But Lenin
looked at the question quali-
tatively, not in terms of num-
bers alone.

Had he not done so, the
Bolshevik Party would have
followed Reid’s advice and
renounced power when they
found themselves outvoted in
the elections to the Assembly.

While the workers voted
solidly for the Bolsheviks, the
peasants in the overwhelming
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majority plumbed for the
Social Revolutionaries (SRs) :

Bolsheviks 9,000,000
SRs . 21,000,000
Others 4,500,000

If anything, measured in
terms of votes, there was a
more favourable situation for
the working class before the
revolution in France than there
had been in Russia after it.

As Thorez admits, France in
in 1936 was no ‘normal bour-
geois country’.

The ruling class was only
able to hold on to power by
creating, through its Radical
Party, a bloc with the Social-
ists and the Stalinists, and
through them, to the Soviet
bureaucracy.

These international aspects
of Stalinist policy will be dealt
with in more detail in the next
section. Here it is only neces-
sary to point out that the line
of the French Communist
Party was determined by
Kremlin diplomacy, which after
1934 turned to French im-
perialism as a counter-weight
to the rise of Nazi Germany
in central Europe.

The slogan of a workers’ and
peasants’ government was de-
signed for precisely the situa-
tion that developed in France
after 1935.

When there had been no
revolutionary situation in the
previous five yeard, the French
Stalinists had proclaimed revo-
lution from the roof-tops.

Now, when it stared them
in the face, they embraced
not only the ‘social fascists’
but even'dthe ¢apitalist Radical
Party, the organization of the
most conscious sections of the
French ruling class.

The Transitional Programme
itself, with its emphasis on
transitional demands, counter-
posed itself against sectarian-
ism as it did against the
opportunist line of the Stalin-
ists after 1934.

The ultra-lefts who scorned
the struggle of the working
class for minimal reforms were
as much an enemy of the
Fourth International as those
who set out to serve capitalism
by confining the struggle of the
working class to this level
alone :

‘The Fourth International
does not discard the pro-
gramme of the old “minimal”
demands to the degree which
these have preserved at least
part of their vital forcefulness.
.« . Insofar as the old, partial,
“minimal” demands of the
masses clash with the destruc-
tive and degrading tendencies
of decadent capitalism — and
this occurs at each step—the
Fourth International advances
a system of transitional de-
mands, the essence of which
is contained in the fact that
ever more openly and de-
cisively they will be directed
against the very bases of the
bourgeois regime. .

‘The old “minimum pro-
gramme” is superseded by the
transitional programme, the
task of which lies in system-
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atic mobilization of the masses
for the proletarian revolution.’
(‘Transitional Programme’, p.
11-12.)

In the name of a struggle
against ultra-leftism, Reid up-
holds the old ‘minimum pro-
gramme’ of social democracy.

Again, Trotsky drew on the
rich store of experience of the
early Communist International
in developing this perspective.

The Third Congress adopted
its ‘Theses on- Tactics’ which
contains all the basic policies
outlined by Trotsky 17 years
later :

‘The Communist parties do
not put forward any minimum
programme to strengthen and
improve the tottering structure
of capitalism. . . . In the place
of the minimum programme of
the reformists and the centrists
[and by 1935 the Stalinists]
the Communist International
puts the struggle for the con-
crete needs of the prolets-iat,
for a system of demands which
in their totality disintegrate
the power of the bourgeoisie,
organize the proletariat, repre-
sent stages in the struggle for
the proletarian dictatorship,
and each of which expresses in
itself the need of the broadest
masses, even if the masses
themselves are not yet cons-
ciously in favour of the prole-
tarian dictatorship! . . . The
revolutionary character of the
present epoch consists prec-
isely in this, that the most
modest conditions of life for
the working masses are incom-
patible with the existence of
capitalist society, and that
therefore the fight for even
the most modest demands
grows into the fight for com-
munism.’

This is just the strategy
condemned by Reid in her
attack on Trotsky for his ad-
vocacy of the workers’ gov-
ernment during the French
sit-in strike of 1936:

‘Only a minority of French
workers understood this how-
ever, and therefore the im-
mediate aim of the fight
against fascism could not be
working-class power.” (p. 10.)

Reformism

Would Reid claim, against
Lenin and all leading Marxists,
that the working class takes
power as a class with full con-
sciousness of what it is doing?

What were the slogans of
the Russian Revolution —
‘socialism in one country’ or
bread, peace and land?

What . the Comintern
‘Theses’ wunderline is that
given revolutionary leader-

ship, the logic of the struggle
for certain demands of a tran-
sitional character drives the
working class forward, even
its more bagckward sections,
towards the ‘fight for power.

By ' consciously adapting
the vanguard to the rear-
guard, and the middle class,
as did Thorez in the French
general strike, the Stalinists
guaranteed the stabilization of
the capitalist regime under the
guise of a People’s Govern-
ment.

Property relations, the basic
Marxist criteria of the class
nature of any government, re-
mained as before—capitalist.

Not a single one of Reid’s
attacks on the Transitional
Programme, and Trotsky's ap-
plication of its strategy to the
class struggle in France and
Spain, stands up to a mom-
ent’s analysis. All her at-
tacks are shot through with
the philosophy of reformism,
of fighting for what seems
possible.

By containing the working
class to a minimum pro-
gramme in the interests of
maximum unity, the Stalinists
drained the working class of
its energies so effectively that
even the minimum programme
was smashed by fascist coun-
ter-revolution.

That is the ruthless logic
of the class struggle: either a
struggle for Power or, eventu-
ally, the loss of everything the
working class has won in its
century-long struggle for con-
ditions and organization.

Or as Marx himself stated,
either socialism or barbarism.
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Rootes, Linwood

Procedure deal
must be rejected

’I"HREE questions were left unsettled by last
Se ptember’s Linwood agreement.

By our Industrlal reporter

Q.E.-2
stuck as
dockers

strike

Workers' Press reporter

A LIGHTNING one-day
strike by 30 Southampton
dock workers delayed the
dry docking of the liner
‘Queen Elizabeth 2° on
Thursday.

Other ships were trapped
inside the docks.

The liner ‘United States’,
arriving from New York, was
forced to anchor in Cowes
Roads and unload by tender.

The strikers, members of
the National Union of Rail-
waymen, control the pumps
and the berthing of ships in
Southampton’s dry docks.

The dispute is over working
conditions and overtime rates.

Bristol
paper works
stoppage

Workers’ Press correspondent

FIVE E. S. and A. Robinson
paper factories in the Bristol
area will be hit today by a
24-hour strike.

The 3,000 members of the
Society of Graphical and
Allied Trades employed at the
factories decided on the strike
gt a mass meeting last Thurs-

ay.

Today’s stoppage follows the
fortnight-old strike by 200
workers at the company's
Bedminster plant over a pay
claim.

The Bedminster men hope
their stoppage will be made
official today.

Under what was cynically
described in that deal as
the ‘high’, or more ac-
curately, ‘controlled  day-
rate’ system, Rootes ob-
tained almost unlimited
speed-up possibilities in re-
turn for very definitely
limited wage improvements.

The basis for ‘real savings
in manpower’ was firmly laid
by the acceptance of work-
study, a new grading system
and the principle of three-
shift working.

Rootes’ worsening financial
position and falling market
share means that company
attempts to reap the full bene-
fits of that agreement cannot
be long delayed.

One of the questions left
outstanding in September—
lateness and timekeeping—was
dealt with in a new disciplin-
ary  procedure introduced
within two months of the pay
deal.

That left two loopholes, the
need to break the relative
independence of shop stewards
and to estahlish a cast-iron
framework for pay negotia-
tions following the expiry of
the present three-year deal.

NOT SEEN
In its ‘proposed recognition
and procedure agreement’,

drawn up in September this
year, Rootes attempts to
close these loopholes.

Although the agreement is
due to come into force in
January, we believe that few
stewards have as yet had the
opportunity to study its pro-
posed terms.

One of the few who has told
the Workers Press last week
that Linwood workers ‘should
have nothing to do with it’.

The key clauses reproduced
here, we believe, prove him
absolutely right.

Section one—‘general prin-
ciples’—begins with a state-
ment that :

‘The management . . . be-
lieves that the efficiency and
prosperity of the company can
best be assisted by the closest
co-operation  between the
management and the unions.’

This, on the face of it, is
simply nonsense. Rootes’ pre-
sent economic difficulties are
not determined by whether or-
ganized workers co-operate
with it or not, but by the
deepening crisis of the capi-
talist system on a world
scale.

But it would be a mistake

L.T.B. maintenance men

stay out

Union chiefs
asked to
extend strike

MAINTENANCE men at the London Transport Board’s
Acton railway workshops have voted to continue their

strike into its seventh week.

At the moment, the strike
is causing cancellation of
about two dozen trains
daily.

Some 20 lifts and escalators
are also believed to be out
of order as a result of sym-
pathy action by 100 other
maintenance men.

Members of the Electrical
Trades Union and the
National Union of Vehicle
Builders have declared all
work normally done by the
strikers ‘black’.

But the board is still re-
fusing to settle the men’s
grievance and there is in-
creasing support for the view
that their union—the Amal-
gamated Engineers and Foun-
dryworkers—should bring out
all LTB maintenance men in
support.

A resolution to this effect
was placed before the execu-
tive recently by the union’s
Wandsworth district commit-
tee,

Since the Department of Em-
ployment and Productivity’s
intervention earlier this month,
attempts have been made to
turn the men’s dispute with
the board into an inter-union
wrangle with the National
Union of Railwaymen.

Insisted
But the strike committee
has insisted that its dispute is
with the board, and the board

alone.
A leaflet issued by the
strikers explains that the

board has refused to honour
a recruitment procedure agreed
with the engineering union
which allows the taking-on of
non-indentured craftsmen
under a proper training
scheme. .

In September last year, it

By David Maude

goes on, the board simply
announced that its new policy
was to recruit only indentured
craftsmen.

Employment

The Acton men banned
overtime and the movement
of staff because suitably quali-
fied craftsmen were being
denied employment to cover
the vacancies that had
occurred.

But nothing more was heard
from the board until June
this year.

Strikers allege that the
NUR executive has been pres-
surizing the board to allow its
semi-skilled members to be
upgraded as craftsmen, but
stress that it was the board
itself which broke the agreed
procedure.

Mr Victor Feather, Trades
Union Congress general sec-
retary, has been having talks
with both unions in an attempt
to end the strike.

to regard such statements, as
many trade union militants do,
as mere ‘waffle’.

Rootes carefully writes them
in at the beginning of
of its deals as part of its
preparation to tie trade union-
ists behind the fortunes of
the company—an aim which
is then worked out in detail
in the following text.

Once such a perspective is
accepted, of course, it can

be a positive advantage for |

the employer to mtroduee
‘closed-shop’ trade union or-
ganization into its plants—in
order to discipline the labour
force.

‘Union membership will be
a condition of employment for
all employees who join the
company on or after the effec-
tive date of this agreement.
In the event of a union mem-
ber being expelled from his
union and wishing to appeal
against his expulsion he will
be retained in employment
pending the outcome of the
appeal.’

Let the unions deal with
their own members!

‘The union will consult with
management with regard to
the system of shop steward
representation.’

Were the Linwood proce-
dure accepted, Rootes would
have virtual carte-blanche to
act against militants.

Covered over by the phrase
that this will only be done ‘in

exceptional circumstances’,
the draft states: .
‘If a shop steward . . . is

transferred to work perman-
ently in another constituency,
his appointment as shop stew-
ard automatically terminates
and a by-election will be held
during the following two
weeks.’

Linwood’s management has
recently been giving them time
off on Wednesday afternoons
to watch BBC-1's ‘Represent-
ing the Union' series.

Workers also say that Moral
Re-Armament is active in the
factory and allege that stew-
ards were recently handed
tickets for an MRA evening
by a member of the manage-
ment.

JOINT TRAINING

Attempts are, of course,
always being made to bring
stewards into the manage-
ment’s orbit. Rootes’ proposes
to step up these attempts:

‘Management and unions
will jointly provide suitable
training for shop stewards in
the skills and knowledge re-
quired to enable them to carry
out their duties.

‘Newly-elected shop stew-
ards will attend an induction
course conducted by the
management and the unions
which will cover such matters
as the collective agreements,
other conditions of employ-
ment, union policy and
management organization.’

‘Shop stewards’, insists the
final clause in this section,
‘will abide by all existing and
future agreements—of which
they will be given copies—
between the management and
the unions and accept that
they have a special respon-
sibility to ensure that such
agreements are honoured.’

Following up its basic pro-
positions, the deal then moves
on to lay the framework for
further class-collaboration.

It proposes a system of
councils and committees,
whose function would be ‘dis-
cussion of management and
union proposals affecting the
efﬁcxent operanon of the com-
pany' and ‘communication to
the trade union representatives
of manufacturing and other
performance, current market
demands and future prospects’.

NEGOTIATIONS

It is within this frame-
work that the management
hopes to place ‘negotiations on
matters affecting wages and
conditions of employment’ :

‘Future benefits in wages
and conditions of service con-
sequent upon efficiency 1m-
provements and the company’s
profitability will be negotiated
annually at the Location Joint
Representative Councils on a
plant-wide basis beginning at
the expiration of the current
productivity agreements.’

‘There will be established
within each company location
employing more than 500 em-

threat

stated omn Friday.

the KPU the previous day.
Everything points to the

and peasants,
flicts and remain divided\in

at an

Dictatorship

in Kenya

OGINGA ODINGA, the leader of the Kenyan opposition
party, the Kenya People’s Union, has been removed from
house arrest at his home to a detention camp, Kenyan police

The left-wing leader’s arrest follows Kenyatta’s ban on
sive, pro-imperialist dictatorship.

Without a leadership able to unite all Kenyan workers
they could( easily become prey to tribal con-

Better times for Odinga, seen left,
in 1963 with (1 to r) Kenyatta, James

grows

development of a highly repres-

the face of these new attacks.

Independence Day celebration
Gichuru and Tom Mboya.

Strikes hit
Milan,
Turin and
Naples

IN MILAN,

ployees joint ~management-
union consultative committees
on a departmental or shop
basis in order to discuss all
matters affecting the efficiency
of the shop or department and
thereby achieve the producti-
vity increases required to en-
sure the future development
and prosperity of the com-
pany.’

The lynch-pin of the whole
procedure would, of course,
be no unofficial or unconsti-
tutional action by workers of
any kind.

‘There will be no lock-out,
stoppage of work or any other
action which would interfere
with the normal working of
the department or location
until this procedure has been
exhausted.’

Not only Linwood workers
should study these proposals.

They are the poisonous
fruit of a long period of rotten
local and national level
treachery, a period which
must be brought to an end.

Rootes’ proposed agreement
must be decisively rejected.

Springboks
Sporting
envoys for
apartheid

By our own correspondent

THE SPRINGBOKS, the South African rugby touring
team, arrived in London on Thursday at the start of
their 25-match tour of Britain.

Basque workers fight

Franco

SHIPYARD workers in the
Spanish city ‘of Bilbao struck
on Thursday when it became
known that the worker shot
by police in Wednesday’s
demonstration had died.

Police now occupy the Bil-
bao suburb of Erandio, which
is only one of many Basque

regime

industrial areas affected by
this latest wave of unrest.

The movement is given
added impetus because of the
persecution of those fighting
for Basque autonomy.

-The Basques have their own
dialect and culture, which
have been brutally repressed
by the fascists.

DOCKS ATTACK

@® FROM PAGE ONE

required by the employer in-
cluding movement of employ-
ees or gangs to other work on
either ship or quay at any
time within a shift, ship to
quay or quay to ship.

3 Movement of men or

gangs from discharging
to loading at any time within
a shift.

3 Commencement and con-

tinuation of work irres-
pective of the number of men
employed unless the employer

@ FROM PAGE ONE

gates, creating traffic confu-
sion for over a mile.

They then marched to the
Grangemouth Town Hall to
picket an Electrical Trades
Union meeting, but officials
were warned and hastily trans-
ferred their meeting to Edin-
burgh.

The electrical, plumbing and
constructional engineering
unions have been asked by
the site contractors to do the
boilermakers’ work.

All of them signed the pro-
ductivity agreement drafted a
year ago for interchangeability
of jobs in the event of labour
shortages.

The boilermakers are deter-
mined to force their union’s
executive to wage a fight on
this issue.

Docks talks on non-
registered labour

TALKS on non-registered
labour doing London
dockers’ work begin this
week between the Trans-
port and General Workers’
Union and the Department
of Employment and Pro-
ductivity.

The talks are being held in
response to pressure from the
rank and file dockers com-
mittee on the No. 1 group of
docks.

The committee last week
blacked all cargo of employ-
ers believed to be using non-
dock labour.

This dispute has been
sharpened by the week-old
strike of 450 dockers against
the closure of  Hay’s wharves
between London and Tower
bridges, which is due at the
end of the month.

Hays has opened warehouse
operations away . from the
docks and is believed to be
employing non-dock labour.

The No. 1 group committee
will meet again this week to
consider further action in
support of the Hay’s men if
the talks between the union
and the Department of Em-
ployment and Productivity
are not satisfactory.

deems this impractical, in
which case men will be re-
deployed.’

Work-study and method-
study would be accepted onto
the docks under the deal.

Both supervisors and dock-
ers themselves would be sent
to work-measurement courses,
paid at their basic rate.

Splitting

These screws would be
tightened by splitting the men
into ‘A’ and ‘B’ grades, with
those in the ‘A’ grade classed
fit for any duty they may be
called on to perform.

‘B’ grade dockers would

-have certain light duties, but

if they refused or were unable
to do any, it is thought they
would quickly find themselves
surplus to requirements.

If a man or group of men
refused work under the deal,
it lays down that

‘(a) replacements may be
put in if necessary and avail-
able;

‘(b) the remaining men will
work.’

‘When an employee regu-
larly fails to work at the
accepted speed,’ the deal also
states, ‘he will be subject to
the disciplinary provisions of
the Dockworkers’ Regulation
of Employment (Amendment)
Order, 1967.

This provides, of course,
for periods of suspension
and ultimately for sackings.
In return for this, the em-

ployers are refusing to raise
their pay offer from the £33
10s. for ‘A’ men and £25 for
‘B’ men at. which they stuck
some months ago.

Union representatives, while
believed to have no principled
differences with the general
proposals, are asking for £37
105 for ‘A’ grade and £29 for

Dockers fear that in the
postal ballot organized by the
Transport and General Wor-
kers' Union they may not be
posed with a straight alterna.
tive of acceptance or rejection,
but with a choice of accepting
either the employers’ pro-
posals or the union’s.

The Socialist Labour League
says unequivocally — these
proposals must be rejected
outright |

These sporting emissaries
of Vorster’s racialist regime
flew into Heathrow airport,
contemptuously  dismissed
an anti-apartheid demon-
stration, and remarked :

‘We have come to play
rugby and not worry about
politics.’

These sentiments will no
doubt be endorsed by every
sports lover from the Tory
backwoodsmen to the Labour
leadership.

After all, why should the
brutal repression of millions
of coloured workers in South
Africa and Southern Rhodesia
be allowed to interfere with
a chap’s sport (or his profits)?

No objection

At a press conference at
their London hotel, the team's
manager, C ]J. Bornman,
reassured all concerned that
they had not the slightest ob-
jection to playing against
teams containing coloured
players, nor to mixing with
coloured people, ‘provided
that they are Rugby players’.

Such arrogant and openly

racialist ‘reassurances’ only
serve to emphasise the real
relationship ~ between  both

Labourites and Tories and the
governments of Vorster and
Smith.

While Wilson and company
reassure the Tories and Smith
that the farce of sanctions
will continue, the Tories re-
assure the racialists that it will
be ‘business as usual’ as soon
as they return to power in
Britain.

Stooges

The working class can
assure the capitalists and their
political stooges of one thing.

It is now on the offensive
in every part of the world
and will develop revolution-
ary parties in every country to
defeat the rule of capital.

The blows being struck by
the British working class
against the employers and the
Labour government streng-
thens the struggle of the
African masses.

@ Keep the Tory racialists
out by Dbuilding the
socialist alternative in
Britain!

@ Arm the African workers
—for the overthrow of
the Smith and Vorster
regimes.

Heinz
@® FROM PAGE ONE

wouldn’t like to give any
details as it has not been
ratified by the workers at the
factories.’

While welcoming the union’s
achievement in winning recog-
nition from a firm with such
a long anti-union record,
Heinz workers must beware
of possible strings attached to
the agreement and not commit
themselves before carefully
studying the details.

darity with their strike.

Mirfiori and Revalta.
Following last

alism’ and ‘violence’.

in  their
with the local authority.

ATUA MEETING
BIRMINGHAM

industry’
Tuesday, November 4
8 p.m.

Three Horse Shoes
Coventry Road, Sheldon

hundreds ot
workers surrounded the office
buildings of Montecatini-Edi-
son in an attempt to bring
out clerical workers in soli-

There was also more fight-
ing in Turin, where lightning
strikes hit the Fiat plants at

week’s
clashes inside the works, the
Fiat management filed charges
against those alleged to be
responsible for acts of ‘vand-

Municipal workers in Naples

also struck against the delay
wage negotiations

‘The future for the motor

Brandt is
ready for

irect

talks

to Ulbricht

IN AN intérview with ‘Stern’, the West German
magazine, the new Chanceltor Willy Brandt
stated that he was ready to discuss directly
with East German leaders.

Asked if he would meet
Ulbricht, or Willie Stoph,
the East German Prime
Minister, Brandt replied :

‘But why not? Yet it
doesn’t always have to start
with the so-called summit.

‘They [Ulbricht and Stoph]
know that political experience
shows that such a meeting
must be prepared. The former
{Kiesinger] government had
already offered them talks
with the sepior official in the
Federal government, the head
of the Chancellory’.

Brandt then made an inter-
esting observation on the
slowness of the Ulbricht gov-
ernment’s response to these
approaches.

FACTION

He claimed that between
1967 and 1968, a faction
gained control of the party
which thought ‘at this stage
we will get nothing from con-
tacts’.

Under Brandt, who is pre-
pared to make concessions to
unfreeze relations, contact
could be established very soon.

One such gesture was made
on Thursday, when the West
German government agreed to
pay £852,700 to Czechoslovak
victims of Nazi ‘experiments’
with human beings.

Victims of Nazi rule who
live in East European coun-
tries have not been compen-
sated by previous Waest
German governments.

SCANDAL

That such payment should
have been delayed for at least
20 years is only part of the
scandal.

Why should the West Ger-
man working class, which
forms the bulk of the coun-
try’s tax-payers, have to pay
for the barbarities of the
Nazis ?

It is the Krupps and the
other big-business backers of
Hitler’s regime that should be
made to foot the bill.

New Chancellor Willy Brandt

institution’.

Friday’'s news follows
Grigorenko’s arrest in May
on charges of ‘anti-Soviet’
activity.

trial of Crimean Tartars in
Tashkent, who had been de-
manding the right to return

ar.
This ‘right’ is guaranteed
under the Soviet Constitution.

Dismissed

This is not the Major’s first
clash with the Soviet bureau-
cracy.

the Frunze Military Academy,
the Soviet Union’s top mili-
tary school, and since then
has been outspoken in his
defence of all those arrested
and ‘tried’ by Stalinist courts.

He took part in many pub-

certain target for arrest.

In 1964 he was arrested on
the charge of making anti-
Soviet speeches and spent two
years in an ‘institution’.

in purely Leninist terms.

Release
We must insist that Grigor-

released at once.

gramme of the

minorities.

trayed by Stalinism.

principles today.

GPO

Registered vmh
Workm

Frew, %s_Cin

Grigorenko in
‘psychiatric
institution’

MAJOR-GENERAL PYOTR GRIGORENKO, one of

the leaders of the anti-Stalinist opposition in the Soviet
Union, has just been confined to a Moscow ‘psychiatric

His ‘crime’ was to attend a

to their homeland after their
deportation by Stalin during
and after the Second World

In 1961 he was dismissed
from his post as lecturer at

lic demonstrations outside
Moscow courts and became a

Grigorenko’s case is an im-
portant one because the Gen-
eral has consistently fought
for the application of Lenin’s
policy towards national minor-
ities and has presented his
case against the bureaucracy

enko and his comrades are

He is fighting for the pro-
Bolshevik
Revolution, one of whose de-
mands was the right to self-
determination for all national

Like all other principles of
Bolshevism, it has been be-

We extend our solidarity to

all those in the Soviet Union
who fight to return to those

B e

By a forelgn correspondent

Farmworkers

® FROM PAGE ONE

banners on the march, which
made a colourful dlsplay as
the demonstration made its
way up Whitehall.

But the obvious militancy of
the demonstrators was in
sharp contrast to the platform
speeches at the rally which
followed.

National Union of Agricul-
tural and Allied Workers’

president Bert Hazell, MP,
laid great stress on the fact

that the claim was in the
interests of the ‘national
economy’.

Farmworkers, he claimed,

had a much more eﬂ‘ectlve
‘method of protest’ than strike
action—they were leaving the
land in droves to go into
industry.

But he failed to point out
that this has gone hand in
hand with a massive increase
in productivity, so that fewer
and fewer men were now
required to do the work,

Optimism

Hazell claimed a feeling of
‘qualified optimism’ about the
outcome of tomorrow’s meet-
ing of the agricultural wages
board which is to consider the
claim.

But where is the optimism
when similar claims have been
treated with contempt year
after year in the past?

After listening to Hazell,
and to Post Office Workers’
general secretary Tom Jackson,
who spoke in support of the
claim, the marchers reas-
sembled to deliver a petition
to the Ministry of Agriculture.

Petitions will not solve the
wages question on the farms.

Farmworkers must unite
with all other sections of
workers in struggle for higher
wages to press their claims
not ‘in the national interest’,
but in the interest of a decent
living wage.
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