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Coal Board offer withdrawn

21 years
fighting for
principles

THE
General Meeting of ‘Keep

1,200-strong  Annual
Left’ in London on Satur-
day is eloquent testimony
to the Trotskyist youth
paper’s indomitable 21-year
fight for revolutionary
principles..

Begun as the duplicated
monthly of Wembley Young
Socialists, ‘Keep Left’ has
defied all attempts by
Labour’s right wing and the
revisicnists to choke and
stifle the voice of revolu-
tionary youth.

Now, or the verge of weekly
publication as an eight-page
newspaper, ‘Keep Left’ has
a circulation of 21,000—
twice its circulation eight
years ago.

It is in the forefront of the
struggle to force the Tory
government to resign, spear-
heading the Young Social-
ists’ national campaign for
the basic right of the
working class—the Right to
Work.

Retiring editor Aileen Jen-
nings stréssed at Saturday's
meeting the struggle waged
by ‘Keep Left’ against the
treachery of the Labotr
leadership.

She pointed out that from
the very start the paper
campaigned against the pay-
ment of compensation to
the old coal barons, who
were handsomely rewarded
by the Attlee government
for the loss of their right
to exploit miners directly.

The demand for workers’
control of the mines and
an end to the £600m
interest payments laid on
the miners’ backs by the
Labour leaders is right at
the heart of today’s miners’
strike.

The Tory government of
Heath is stripping the
miners of everything they
gained as a result of
nationalization in 1947.

The Coal Board bureaucracy
has now taken the place
of the hated coal-owners of
a quarter of a century ago.
And it was the ZLabour
leaders whose reformist
policies opened the door
for this attack.

From 1951 to 1964, ‘Keep
Left’ fought inside the
Labour Party to change its
policy so that nationaliza-
tion under workers’ control
would become official

Labour policy.

For this struggle, the paper
was witch-hunted and its
supporters finally expelled
by Harold Wilson’s leader-
ship.

Then in 1964, with the aid
of the police and the sup-
port of the revisionists, the
Trotskyist majority were
bureaucratically expelled
from the Party.

‘Keep Left’'s’ ‘crime’ was to
say that the Labour govern-
ment would betray just as
the Attlee government had
betrayed 13 years before.

The correctness of ‘Keep
Left's’ record can now be
séen by hundreds of thous-
ands of workers locked. in
struggle against the Tory
government.

The enthusiasm and suppc-t
for the paper shown at
Saturday’'s AGM is a big
step towards the launching
of the revolutionary .party
‘and a pledge of the future
victory of the working class
over capitalism and bureau-
cracy.

We. wish ‘Keep Left’ evew
success in this task.

f

WORKERS PRESS pledges its complete support
to the miners in their struggle to defend their
wages and conditions against the political
onslaught of the Tory government and its
minions in the National Coal Board.

The Tory government
is determined to starve
the miners back to work
and defeat them rather
than concede their just
claim to a living wage.

As the ‘Daily Mail'—no
friend of the miners today or
in 1926—explained:

‘The tactics of Mr Heath
and his Cabinet will be to let
the 280,000 miners sweat it
out . . .

‘If the strike develops into
the bitter struggle now feared
by both sides, the government
will take powers to move the
10 millions tons of coal
already mined and stocked
at the pitheads and to ship
coal and oil supplies from
overseas.’

This is not the language
of people seeking a compro-
mise on wages. It is the lan-
guage of civil war.

Hatred

.

The government’s arrogance

and hatred for the miners is
also clearly expressed in the
decision of -Coal Board chair-
man Derek Ezra to withdraw
his miserable wage offer once
the strike began.

The reactionary bureaucrats
of the NCB obviously base
their pipe-dreams on the pre-

cedent of 1926, when the
miners were isolated and
defeated after a terrific re-
sistance lasting . over  six
months.

The miners were defeated
then principally because the
TUC leaders sold out the
General Strike and left the
miners on their own.

After the postmen’s strike
last year, Tom Jackson, gene-
ral secretary of the Union of
Post Office Workers, revealed
that the postmen’s strike was
sabotaged by the TUC.

His allegation should be
pasted up in every miners’
lodge and studied by every
striker. There must be mo
illusion in the TUC this time.

The greatest mistake of the
Miners' Federation in 1926
was to place its case un-
reservedly in the hands of the
TUC General Council.

That is the surest road to
defeat.

Political

In October NUM president
Joe Gormley refused to com-
mit himself when asked by
our correspondent about
whether the NCB'’s decision
was influenced by the govern-
ment.

Now he tries to draw an
invidious distinction between
the government and the NCB:

‘We are convinced that the
board are inhibited by the
inflexible government direc-
tive to conform to the norm

. which prevents the board
from dealing fairly with our
claim.’

Let us recall that a similar
tactic of trying to play off the
government against the Post
Office management by Jack-

. son in 1971 led to the disas-

trous retreat and the accept-
ance of arbitration. Is this
what Gormley wants?

The miners must and can
win this strike against the
Tories, -but only on the con-
dition that they treat it as a
political strike which requires
the active co-operation' and
support of the entire trade
union movement.

The only way it can be
won is by creating the poli-
tical conditions for the re-
signation of the government
and the election of a Labour
government pledged to intro-
duce workers’ control in the
mines, the immediate cessa-
tion of interest payments and
the dismantling of the re-
actionary coal boards.

Gormley has said that ‘no
one section of workers can

BY MICHAEL BANDA

beat this government on its
own'.

This is a. truism which
hardly needs repetition. In
fact it was the theme of

Hugh Scanlon, president of
the Amalgamated Union of
Engineering Workers, when
he addressed his union’s
women's conference in March
last year.

Yet when the crunch comes
and the engineers’ leaders are
faced with the prospect of
standing by the miners in a
united struggle against the
Tories—they quit.

This is the only construc-
tion that can be laid on last
week's unanimous decision by
the executive council of the
AUEW engineers’ section —
supported by leaders of the

Union’s other three sections

—to accept plant bargaining
and abandon a
struggle on their wage claim.
this decision is en-
dorsed by the section’s policy-
making national committee at
its meeting today it will be a
black day for engineers and
a stab in the back for the
miners.
We urge the whole trade
union movement to rally to
the miners and build the

maximum unity against the

Tories now.

The only guarantee against
a return to 1926 is to expose
the traitors in the TUC and
build the alternative Trot-
skyist leadership in the unions.

@ See page 4 for coalfield

Jories declare
war on miners

£1250 Fund
now £202.61

AS MINERS give their
answer to the Tories, they
speak out for thousands
of workers everywhere.

Workers Press must reach

out to miners and all
those involved in this
struggle. Help us expand

our circulation, particularly
amongst the coalfields, Take
copies yourself to sell.

Immediately let’s have a
big effort to raise as much
as possible of January’s
Fund. Post all donations to:

Workers Press Appeal Fund,
186a Clapham High Street,
London, SW4.

national

Bendix
blacked

BRITAIN'S dockers have
blacked Thorn electrical pro-
ducts as a solidarity gesture
with workers occupying the
group’s Fisher-Bendix plant
at Kirkby, near Liverpool.

The black was imposed on
Saturday when the national
port stewards committee met
in London.

On Wednesday, shop stew-
ards throughout Merseyside
will be asked to call a one-
day strike and demonstration
throughout the Liverpool area
on January 19.

The call, from the Kirkby
stewards' liaison committee,
includes a demand that the
TUC and the union leaders—
especially those of the miners
and the engineers—come to-
gether in one industrial aciion
to force the Tory government
to resign.

@ See page four for am
investigation of the Thomrn
empire.

AGM delegates vote for the expansion.

NN SUCIALISTS
SAY
ONLY A GENERAL
& STRICE CAN MAKE
WS THE TORIES RESIGN

1,200 vote for new
weekly Keep Left’

y
i

THE ONLY REVOLU
DAILY PAPER

TWELVE HUNDRED Young Socialists and supporters of ‘Keep Left’
meeting in London on Saturday unanimously approved plans for weekly
production of the Trotskyist youth paper from March this year.

The new paper’s editor,
elected at its Annual Gene-
ral Meeting in Poplar Civic
Hall, is Gary Gurmeet, a
20-year-old Workers Press
staff reporter.

The record crowd at the
AGM heard Aileen Jennings,
retiring after eight years in
the editorial chair, outline the
plans to continue ‘Keep
Left’s’ expansion.

After summarizing the
paper's consistent struggle
for socialist principles against
the Tories and the Labour
and trade union leaders, she
went on:

‘As we enter 1972, the
Young Socialists are more
than ever part of the van-
guard in preparing the revo-
lutionary leadership of the
working class. .

‘The Young Socialists are
first in the field to organize

BY JOHN SPENCER

the great national campaign
for the right to work.

‘Arrangements are now go-
ing ahead for three great
marches. We will be marching
in the middle of a miners’
strike and possibly the en-
gineers also.

‘These marches will be the
central point of the struggle
to make the Tory government
resign.’

Comrade Jenning's report
led to an enthusiastic discus-
sion of the Right-to-Work
campaign, with a number
of young unemployed workers
taking part.

A collection at the AGM
raised a magnificent £118 to-
wards the campaign.

Bringing fraternal greetings
from the Socialist Labour

New dangers face UCS
jobs fight

BY STEPHEN JOHNS

STALINIST leaders at
Upper Clyde Shipbuilders
are likely to face a new
test this week when the
liquidator demands de-
livery of a ship from the
Clydebank yard.

In December, James Reid,
leading Stalinist on the
UCS shop stewards’ co-
ordinating committee, let
three ships out of the
yards. He claimed these
would be the last to be
released in the absence of
any firm guarantee over the
future of the consortium’s
four divisions and their en-
tire labour force.

According to the liquida-
tor’s office, the next ship
—a Clyde-class carrier—is
due for delivery from Clyde-
bank around the middle of
this week.

Meanwhile there is no

agreement on the future of
Clydebank. And a feas-
ibility stndy, which will give
a verdict on the Scotstoun
yard, is unlikely to be pub-
lished until next week.

Don Tonner, secretary of
the Clydeside Confedera-
tion of Shipbuilding and
Engineering Unijons, said
yesterday that union officials
including Danny McGarvey
would meet shop stewards
on Friday.

‘They will have to take
a very responsible attitude,’
warned Tonner. ‘At some
time the executives of the
unions will have to be in-
volved at UCS.)

This was a reference to
a statement made by
McGarvey, president of the
Boilermakers’ Society, last
Friday after a meeting with
UCS stewards.

He wammed that if his

negotiations with Breaksea
Tankships, which begin to-
day in Houston, Texas, did

not solve the Clydebank
problem, discussion with
Govan  Shipbuilders on

wages and conditions would
have to begin.

If the stewards agree to
this it would be a break
from their own stated posi-
tion that no ‘meaningful
discussions’ can start until
the future of all the divi-
sion and jobs is guaranteed.

The only comment from
the stewards after Friday's

-~ meeting came from James

Reid. He said things ‘looked
good’, but they would
await McGarvey’s return
from Texas.

@ See tomorrow’s Workers
l;:'ess for an mmlysfis ﬂtl)f
the present stage o e
struggle at UCS.

League, Central Committee
member Mike Banda drew at-
tention to the chaos and
anarchy into which the capi-
talist system found itself
plunged.

- ‘Millions of people are go-
ing to be condemned to un-
employment and starvation
because of this crisis’, com-
rade Banda warned the meet-
ing.

The other side of this, he
said, was reflected in the
victories of the Pathet Lao,
the Cambodian freedom
fighters, the National Libera-
tion Front of Vietnam and
the Bangla Desh people.

Commending the election
of Gary Gurmeet as ‘Keep
Left' editor, comrade Banda

~added that the best guaran-

tee of working-class victory
lay in the expansionr of the
paper and of Workers Press.

After the meeting, the
Young Socialists’ film of last
year’s 4,000-strong Alexandra
Palace rally was shown, and
visitors attended a dance in
the evening with music from
the Pete Banks Sound and

Watford police
in death probe

SENIOR police officers are
investigating the death of a
man taken to hospital from
a Hertfordshire police station.

A police statement said
yesterday that early om New
Year’s “Day, after an emerg-
ency call had been received
by the police about a dis-

turbance, two men were
arrested in Watford town
centre.

The# were taken to Watford
police station. While being
taken to the .cells one of the
men fell, received injuries to
his head, and was taken to
hospital.

He died on  Saturday.

Saturday.
He said: ‘I have nothing
agairst the people of

Pakistan. Of course Yahya
Khan was bad, but I have
nothing against them.’

Speaking at London’s plush
Claridge’s Hotel, the Awami
League leader said ‘the talks
between myself and Pakistan
zoisident Bhutto were con-
nected with an appeal to me
to find some ' possible links
between 'us. - -

+ *But I told him T could say
nothing about- this until I
returned to my people.’

He added: ‘I wish Mr
Bhutto luck. I hope he will
continue in that position.’

The two bourgecis leaders
realize the necessity of mutual
co-operation if their war-
shattered economies are to be
revived.

STRANGE WORDS

Behind Rahman's strange
words of friendship for a
count{oy which butchered mil-
‘lions of Bengalis is the know-
ledge that without rapid
social and economic progress
the bourgeoisie of both coun-
tries could be swept aside.

Right from the start Rahman
has warned that he was the
only man who could save
E Bengal from communism.

In Pakistan as well as
Bangla Desh it is a race against
time.

At his first public appear-
ance since his release, Rahman
brushed aside any suggestion
that there should be new
elections in Bangla Desh.

‘The Awami League repre-
sents the bourgeoisie almost
to a man and Rahman is not
preparedt to let anything stand
in the way of consolidating its
grip on the new republic.

GIVEN LIVES

Disarming the guerrillas and
restoring law and order re-
guires immediate gestures to
the Bengali workers and
peasants, who have given their
lives in millions to be free of
the yoke of exploitation and
poverty.

Significantly, and without
waiting for Rahman’s return
to Dacca, the Bangla Desh
government announced on
Saturday that they intended
to ‘nationalize’ banking, in-
surance and foreign trade.

By concentrating scarce
development funds into
government hands, the Awami
League obvipusly hopes to
build quickly the climate in
which capitalism can flourish
unthreatened by  popular
revolt.

But the world recession
plus the gigantic task of post-
war reconstruction will make
their efforts more than
difficult.

Rahman told reporters at
the weekend that Bangla Desh
was an ‘unchallengeable

-1 reality,” and said she would

apply immediately for admis-
sion to the United Nations.

On Saturday night he went
to 10 Downing Street to thank
Tory leader Edward Heath
for helping to save his life
when he was waiting in a
Pakistani condemned  cell tc
be hanged.

He claimed he had no say
in being flown from Pakistan
to London instead of im-
mediately to Dacca.

‘wind was

NO GOLDEN HANDSHAKE, THIS : Heath told Mujib recognition of Bangia Desh would depend
{1 on the new government belng ‘firmly In control and having the popular support of the people’.
The question immediately arises whether on these criterla Bangla Desh should recognize Heath’s

government?

IF THE people agree Bangla Desh will have
links with all countries including Pakistan,
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman said in London on

BY IAN YEATS
But UK Awami League
officials said the Bengali

leader had deliberately come
to London to hear from UK
leaders which way the political
blowing before
flying home early yesterday
MOrning. ‘

Sheik Mujib in
talks with Heath

Car pay

" causes chaos

PAY BATTLES in the car
industry continue this week
with over 13,000 Scottish,
Merseyside and Midlands
workers laid-off.

The new wave of militancy
is affecting production at
Chrysler’s Linwood works in
Renfrewshire, There 6,500
workers walked out and
amazed the combine’s man-
aging director Gilbert Hunt
by rejecting a £3 no-strings
pay offer.

Also in Scotland, produc-
tion at British-Leyland’s truck
and tractor plant came to a

standstill when 3,500 shop-
floor workers carried out
their threat to strike on

Friday night after the firm
turned down demands for an
£8-a-week pay rise.

Deliveries of Triumph’s
new Dolomite car—only an-
nounced on Thursday—will
be further hit by a dispute at
the body works at Speke,
Liverpool.

Press-shop workers there
have been laid off indefinitely
after a stoppage of about 900
workers in the body-assembly
section

Tito parleys
with fascism

YUGOSLAYV government
leaders have been holding
joint talks on economic de-
velopment with the represent-
atives of Spain,” Greece,
Turkey and Portugal.

These four countries are
ruled by the most right-wing
dictatorships in the Mediter-
ranean area.

Spain is fascist, Greece and
Turkey- are under - military
dictatorship and Portugal is
ruled by the corporatist regime
of Marcello Caetano.

Yugoslavia, on the other
hand, professes to be a
socialist state.

President Tito's represent-
atives met the delegations of
the four right-wing dictator-
ships at the Lisbon gathering
of the Organization for
Economic Co-operation and
Development.

Yugoslavia is represented at
the OECD by an observer.

The meeting was revealed
at the weekend by Caetano’s
Secretary of State for Industry,
Rogerio Martins, in a radio
and television speech outlining
the Portuguese government's
plans for industrial develop-
ment.

Martins said the four OECD
nations and Yugoslavia had
agreed that Portugal should
concentrate on building up
its chemical industry as the
basis for textile and other
developments.

These moves further en-
danger the conquests of the
Yugoslav revolution and be-
tray the persecuted com-
munists and trade unionists
of Spain, Greece, Portugal
and Turkey.

YOUNG SOCIALISTS

 Right-to work
marches begin

WANTED URGENTLY

Loan of vehicles—road-worthy vans, cars

(reasonable hire will

Accommodation
Cooking equipment
Tinned food
anance

Brass/jazz bands

be considered)

Please tick box where applicable.

............................................

Please complete above form and post to:
Clive Norris, national secrelary
Right-to-Work campaign
186a Clapham High Street, London, SW4.
Or phone 01-622 7028,
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Coal Board offer withdrawn

J[ories declare

~ war on miners

WORKERS PRESS pledges its complete support
to the miners in their struggle to defend their
wages and conditions against the political
onslaught of the Tory government and its
minions in the National Coal Board.

21 years
fighting for
principles

THE
General Meeting of ‘Keep
Left’ in London on Satur-
day is eloquent testimony

1,200-strong  Annual

to the Trotskyist youth
paper’s indomitable 21-year
fight for revolutionary
principles..

Begun as the duplicated
monthly of Wembley Young
Socialists, ‘Keep Left’ has
defied all attempts by
Labour’s right wing and the
revisionists to choke and
stiffe the voice of revolu-
tionary youth.

Now, or the verge of weekly
publication as an eight-page
newspaper, ‘Keep Left’ has
a circulation of 21,000—
twice its circulation eight
years ago.

It is in the forefront of the
struggle to force the Tory
government to resign, spear-
heading the Young Social-
ists’ national campaign for
the basic right of the
working class—the Right to
Work.

Retiring editor Aileen Jen-
nings stréssed at Saturday’s
meeting the struggle waged
by ‘Keep Left’ against the
treachery of the Labotr
leadership.

She pointed out that from
the very start the paper
campaigned against the pay-
ment of compensation to
the old coal barons, who
were handsomely rewarded
by the Attlee government
for the loss of their right
to exploit miners directly.

The demand for workers’
control of the mines and
an end to the £600m
interest payments laid on
the miners’ backs by the
Labour leaders is right at
the heart of today’s miners’
strike.

The Tory government of
Heath is stripping the
miners of everything they
gained as a result of
nationalization in 1947.

The Coal Board bureaucracy
has now taken the place
of the hated coal-owners of
a quarter of a century ago.
And it was the Labour
leaders whose reformist
policies opened the door
for this attack.

From 1951 to 1964, ‘Keep
Left’ fought. inside the
Labour Party to change its
policy so that nationaliza-
tion under workers’ control
would  become official
Labour policy.

For this struggle, the paper
was witch-hunted and its
supporters finally expelled
by Harold Wilson’s leader-
ship.

Then in 1964, with the aid
of the police and the sup-
port of the revisionists, the
Trotskyist majority were
bureaucratically expelled
from the Party.

‘Keep Left’s’ ‘crime’ was to
say that the Labour govern-
ment would betray just as
the Attlee government had
betrayed 13 years before.

The correctness of ‘Keep
Left's’ record can now be
séen by hundreds of thous-
ands of workers locked- in
struggle against the Tory
government,

The enthusiasm and suppc-t
for the paper shown at
Saturday’s AGM is a_big
step towards the launching
of the revolutionary .party
‘and a pledge of the future
victory of the working class
over capitalism and bureau-

;. oracy.

We with ‘Keep Left’ evewy
success in this task.

The Tory government
is determined to starve
the miners back to work
and defeat them rather
than concede their just
claim to a living wage.

As the ‘Daily Mail'—no
friend of the miners today or
in 1926—explained:

‘The tactics of Mr Heath
and his Cabinet will be to let
the 280,000 miners sweat it
out .

‘If the strike develops into
the bitter struggle now feared
by both sides, the government
will take powers to move the
10 millions tons of coal
already mined and stocked
at the pitheads and to ship
coal and oil supplies from
overseas.’

This is not the language
of people seeking a compro-
mise on wages. It is the lan-
guage of civil war.

Hatred

~—y
The government’s arrogance

and hatred for the miners is
also clearly expressed in the
decision of Coal Board chair-
man Derek Ezra to withdraw
his miserable wage offer once
the strike began.

The reactionary bureaucrats
of the NCB obviously base
their pipe-dreams on the pre-
cedent of 1926, when the

miners were isolated and
defeated after a terrific re-
sistance lasting over  six
months,

The miners were defeated
then principally because the
TUC leaders sold out the
General Strike and left the
miners on their own.

After the postmen’s strike
last year, Tom Jackson, gene-
ral secretary of the Union of
Post Office Workers, revealed
that the postmen’s strike was
sabotaged by the TUC.

His allegation should be
pasted up in every miners’
lodge and studied by every
striker, There must be no
illusion in the TUC this time.

The greatest mistake of the
Miners’ Federation in 1926
was to place its case un-
reservedly in the hands of the
TUC General Council.

That is the surest road to
defeat.

Political

In October NUM president
Joe Gormley refused to com-
mit himself when asked by
our correspondent about
whether the NCB’s decision
was influenced by the govern~
ment.

Now he tries to draw an
invidious distinction between
the government and the NCB:

‘We are convinced that the
board are inhibited by the
inflexible government direc-
tive to conform to the norm

. which prevents the board
from dealing fairly with our
claim.’

Let us recall that a similar
tactic of trying to play off the
government against the Post
Office management by Jack-

, son in 1971 led to the disas-

trous retreat and the accept-
ance of arbitration. Is this
what Gormley wants?

The miners must and can
win this strike against the
Tories, -but only on the con-
dition that they treat it as a
political strike which requires
the active co-operation and
support of the entire trade
union movement.

The only way it can be
won is by creating the poli-
tical conditions for the re-
signafion of the government
and the election of a Labour
government pledged to intro-
duce workers’ control in the
mines, the immediate cessa-
tion of interest payments and
the dismantling of the re-
actionary coal boards.

Gormley has said that ‘no
one section of workers can

B8Y MICHAEL BANDA

beat this government on its
own’.

This is a truism which
hardly needs repetition. In
fact it was the theme of
Hugh Scanlon, president of
the Amalgamated Union of
Engineering Workers, when
he addressed his union’s
women’s conference in March
last year.

Yet when the crunch comes
and the engineers’ leaders are
faced with the prospect of
standing by the miners in a
united struggle against the
Tories—they quit.

This is the only construc-
tion that can be laid on last
week’s unanimous decision by
the executive council of the
AUEW engineers’ section —
supported by leaders of the
Union’s other three sections
—to accept plant bargaining
and abandon a
struggle on their wage claim.

If this decision is en-
dorsed by the section’s policy-
making national committee at
its meeting today it will be a
black day for engineers and
a stab in the back for the
miners.

We urge the whole trade
union movement to rally to
the miners and build the
maximum unity against the
Tories now.

The only guarantee against
a return to 1926 is to expose
the traitors in the TUC and
build the alternative Trot-
skyist leadership in the unions.

@ See page 4 for coalfield
reports.

£1250 Fund
now £202.61

AS MINERS give their
answer to the Tories, they
speak out for thousands
of workers everywhere.

Workers Press must reach

out to miners and all
those involved in this
struggle. Help us expand

our circulation, particularly
amongst the coalfields. Take
copies yourself to sell.

Immediately let’s have a
big effort to raise as much
as possible of January's
Fund. Post all donations to:
Workers Press Appeal Fund,
186a Clapham High Street,

London, SW4.

national

Bendix
blacked

BRITAIN’S dockers have
blacked Thorn electrical pro-
ducts as a solidarity gesture
with workers occupying the
group’s Fisher-Bendix plant
at Kirkby, near Liverpool.

The black was imposed on
Saturday when the aational
port stewards committee met
in London.

On Wednesday, shop stew-
ards throughout Merseyside
will be asked to call a one-
day strike and demonstration
throughout the Liverpool area
on January 19.

The call, from the Kirkby
stewards’ liaison committee,
includes a demand that the
TUC and the union leaders—
especially those of the miners
and the engineers—come to-
gether in one industrial action
to force the Tory government
to resign.

@® See page four for an

investigation of the Thorn
empire.

AGM delegates vote for the expansion.

ONLY A GENERAL
STRIKE CAN MAKE
THE TORIES RESIGN
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11,200 vote for new
weekly Keep Left’
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THE ONLY REVOLUTIONARY

e czident

TWELVE HUNDRED Young Socialists and supporters of ‘Keep Left’
meeting in London on. Saturday unanimously approved plans for weekly
production of the Trotskyist youth paper from March this year.

The new paper’s editor,
elected at its Annual Gene-
ral Meeting in Poplar Civic
Hall, is Gary Gurmeet, a
20-year-old Workers Press
staff reporter.

The record crowd at the
AGM heard Aileen Jennings,
retiring after eight years in
the editorial chair, outline the
plans to continue ‘Keep
Left’s’ expansion.

After summarizing the
paper’s consistent  struggle
for socialist principles against
the Tories and the Labour
and trade union leaders, she
went on:

‘As we enter 1972, the
Young Socialists are more
than ever part of the van-
guard in preparing the revo-
Tutionary leadership of the
working class.

‘The Youn
first in the

Socialists are
eld to organize

BY JOHN SPENCER

the great national campaign
for the right to work.

‘Arrangements are now go-
ing ahead for three great
marches. We will be marching
in the middle of a miners’
strike and possibly the en-
gineers also.

‘These marches will be the
central point of the struggle
to make the Tory government
resign.’

Comrade Jenning's report
led to an enthusiastic discus-
sion of the Right-to-Work
campaign, with a number
of young unemployed workers
taking part.

A collection at the AGM
raised a magnificent £118 to-
wards the campaign.

Bringing fsaternal greetings
from the Socialist Labour

New dangers face UCS
jobs fight

BY STEPHEN JOHNS

STALINIST leaders at
Upper Clyde Shipbuilders
are likely to face a mew
test this week when the
liquidator demands de-
livery of a ship from the
Clydebank yard.

In December, James Reid,
leading Stalinist on the

UCS shop stewards’ co-
ordinating committee, let
three ships out of the

yards. He claimed these
would be the last to be
released in the absence of
any firm guarantee over the
future of the consortium’s
four divisions and their en-
tire labour force.

According to the liquida-
tor’s office, the next ship
—a Clyde-class carrier—is
due for delivery from Clyde~
bank around the middle of
this week.

Meanwhile there is no

agreement on the future of
Clydebank. And a feas-
ibility study, which will give
a verdict on the Scotstoun
yard, is unlikely to be pub-
lished until next week.

Don Tonner, secretary of
the Clydeside Confedera-
tion of Shipbuilding and
Engineering Unions, said
yesterday that union officials
including Danny McGarvey
would meet shop stewards
on Friday.

‘They will have to take
a very responsible attitude,’
warned Tonner. ‘At some
time the executives of the
unions will have to be in-
volved at UCS.)

This was a reference to
a statement made by
McGarvey, president of the
Bollennaiers’ Soclety, last
Friday after a meeting with
UCS stewards.

He warned that if his

negotiations with Breaksea
Tanksbips, which begin to-
day in Houston, Texas, did
not solve the Clydebank
problem, discussion with
Govan  Shipbuilders on
wages and conditions would
have to begin.

If the stewards agree to
this it would be a break
from their own stated posi-
tion that no ‘meaningful
discussions’ can start until
the future of all the divi-
sion and jobs is guaranteed.

The only comment from
the stewards after Friday’s

- meeting came from James

Reid. He said things ‘looked

good’, but they would
await McGarvey’s return
from Texas.

@ See tomorrow’s Workers
Press for an amalysis of
the present stage of the
struggle at UCS.

League, Central Committee
member Mike Banda drew at-
tention to the chaos and
anarchy into which the capi-
talist system found itself
plunged.

‘Millions of people are go-
ing to be condemned to un-
employment and starvation
because of this crisis’, com-
rade Banda warned the meet-
ing.

The other side of this, he
said, was reflected in the
victories of the Pathet Lao,
the Cambodian freedom
fighters, the National Libera-
tion Front of Vietnam and
the Bangla Desh people.

Commending the election
of Gary Gurmeet as ‘Keep
Left’ editor, comrade Banda
added that the best guaran-
tee of working-class victory
lay in the expansion of the
paper and of Workers Press.

After the meeting, the
Young Socialists’ film of last
year’s 4,000-strong Alexandra
Palace rally was shown, and
visitors attended a dance in
the evening with music from
the Pete Banks Sound and

Watford police
in death probe

SENIOR police officers are
investigating the death of a
man taken to hospital from
a Hertfordshire police station.

A police statement said
yesterday that early on New
Year’'s Day, after an emerg-
ency call had been received
by the police about a dis-
turbance, two men were
arrested in Watford town
centre.

The¢ were taken to Watford
police station. While being
taken to the .cells one of the
men fell, received injuries to
his head, and was taken to
hospital.

He died on Saturday.

Saturday.
He said: ‘1 have nothing
agairst the people of

Pakistan. Of course Yahya
Khan was bad, but I have
nothing against them.’

Speaking at London’s plush
Claridge’s Hotel, the Awami
League leader said ‘the talks
between myself and Pakistan
Bhutto were con-
nected with an appeal to me
to find 'some ' possible links
between 'us: NI
‘But I 'told him 1 could say

‘| nothing ~ about- this until I

returned to my people.’

He added: ‘I wish Mr
Bhutto luck. I hope he will
continue in that position.’

The two bourgeois leaders
realize the necessity of mutual
co-operation if their war-
shattered economies are to be
revived.

STRANGE WORDS

Behind Rahman’s strange
words of friendship for a
countx{)y which butchered mil-
lions bf Bengalis is the know-
ledge that without rapid
social and economic progress
the bourgeoisie of both coun-
tries could be swept aside.

Right from the start Rahman
has warned that he was the
only man who could save
E Bengal from communism.

In Pakistan as well as
Bangla Desh it is a race against
time.

At his first public appear-
ance since his release, Rahman
brushed aside any suggestion
that there should be new
elections in Bangla Desh.

The Awami League repre-
sents the bourgeoisie almost
to a man and Rahman is not
prepared to let anything stand
in the way of consolidating its
grip on the new republic.

GIVEN LIVES

Disarming the guerrillas and
restoring law and order re-
quires immediate gestures to
the Bengali workers and
peasants, who have given their
lives in millions to be free of
the yoke of exploitation and
poverty.

Significantly, and without
waiting for Rahman’s return
to Dacca, the Bangla Desh
government announced on
Saturday that they intended
to ‘nationalize’ banking, in-
surance and foreign trade.

By concentrating scarce
development funds into
government hands, the Awami
League obvipusly hopes to
build quickly the climate in
which capitalism can flourish
unthreatened by  popular
revolt.

But the world recession
plus the gigantic task of post-
war reconstruction will make
their efforts more than
difficult.

Rahman told reporters at
the weekend that Bangla Desh
was an ‘unchallengeable

-| reality,” and said she would

apply immediately for admis-
sion to the United Nations.

On Saturday night he went
to 10 Downing Street to thank
Tory leader Edward Heath
for helping to save his life
when he was waiting in a
Pakistani condemned cell tc
be hanged.

He claimed he had no say
in being flown from Pakistan
to London instead of im-
mediately to Dacca.

‘wind was

The daily paper . :
that leads the .

~ fight against the
- Tory government

government?

IF THE people agree Bangla Desh will have
links with all countries including Pakistan,
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman said in London on

BY IAN YEATS
But UK Awami League
officials said the Bengali

leader had deliberately come
to London to hear from UK
leaders which way the political
blowing before
flying home early yesterday
morning.

NO GOLDEN HANDSHAKE, THIS : Heath told Mujib recognition of Bangla Desh would depend
on the new government being ‘firmly In control and having the popular support of the people’.
The question Immediately arises whether on these criteria Bangla Desh should recognize Heath’s

Sheik Mujib in
talks with Heath

Car pay™

" causes chaos

PAY BATTLES in the car
industry continue this week
with over 13,000 Scottish,
Merseyside and Midlands
workers laid-off.

The new wave of militancy
is affecting production at
Chrysler’'s Linwood works in
Renfrewshire. There 6,500
workers walked out and
amazed the combine’s man-
aging director Gilbert Hunt
by rejecting a £3 no-strings
pay offer.

Also in Scotland, produc-
tion at British-Leyland’s truck
and tractor plant came to a
standstill when 3,500 shop-
floor workers carried out
their threat to strike on
Friday night after the firm
turned down demands for an
£8-a-week pay rise.

Deliveries of Triumph’s
new Dolomite car-<only an-
nounced on Thursday—will
be further hit by a dispute at
the body works at Speke,
Liverpool.

Press-shop workers there
have been laid off indefinitely
after a stoppage of about 900
workers in the body-assembly
section.

Tito parleys
with fascism

YUGOSLAV government
leaders have been holding
joint talks on economic de-
velopment with the represent-
atives of Spain,- Greece,
Turkey and Portugal.

These four countries are
ruled by the most right-wing
dictatorships in the Mediter-
ranean area.

Spain is fascist, Greece and
Turkey - are under military
dictatorship and Portugal is
ruled by the corporatist regime
of Marcello Caetano.

Yugoslavia, on the other
hand, professes to be a
socialist state.

President Tito’s represent-
atives met the delegations of
the four right-wing dictator-
ships at the Lisbon gathering
of the Organization for
Economic Co-operation and
Development.

Yugoslavia is represented at
the OECD by an observer.

The meeting was revealed
at the weekend by Caetano’s
Secretary of State for Industry,
Rogerio Martins, in a radio
and television speech outlining
the Portuguese government’s
plans for industrial develop-
ment.

Martins said the four OECD
nations and Yugoslavia had
agreed that Portugal should
concentrate on building up
its chemical industry as the
basis for textile and other
developments.

These moves further en-
danger the conquests of the
Yugoslav revolution and be-
tray the persecuted com-
munists and trade unionists .
of Spain, Greece, Portugal
and Turkey.

YOUNG SOCIALISTS

 Right-to work
marches begin

WANTED URGENTLY

Loan of vehicles—road-worthy vans, cars

(reasonable hire will

Accommodation
Cooking equipment
Tinned food
Finance

Brass/jazz bands

.....................

..............................

be considered)

Please tick box where applicable.

..........................................

PHONE NUMBER ..................

..........................................

................. R T TN

Please com'rlm above form and post to:
Clive Norris, national secretary
Right-to-Work campalgn
186a Clapham High Street, London, SWA.
Or phone 01-622 7029.
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| ULSTER

A speclal

report by Stephen Johns

POLITICS in Ireland at first appear to be a welter
of confusion and contradiction. The most coherent
reply on the future for workers N and S is often a

shrug of the shoulders.

Yet people who are

rendered speechless can also '

fight and die to give expres-
sion to the political forces
they feel. And everyone will
admit that 1972 will be the
most decisive year in the
country's modern history. "

With the uprising of the
Catholic working class in the N
against army terror, the collapse
of the traditional Ulster Unionist
rule and the extreme instability
of the ‘green’ Tory regime in
the S, the political ‘settlement’
reached in 1922 has outlived its
use for British imperialism.

A new ‘solution’. must be found
to guarantee colonial rule in
Britain’s oldest colony.

This bid to preserve property
throughout the 32 counties will
reach its first climax when poli-
tical parties and governments
from Eire, Ulster and Britain
meet for talks on the crisis in the
N, possibly at the end of the
month. -

Handmaidens

The ring-master of the drama
will be the Tory government. Its
ministers have decided that a
new alliance of forces is needed
to guarantee their oppressive grip
on the Irish working class.

The Tories are witnessing the
dissolution of their old hand-
maidens, the Ulster Unionist gov-
ernment. The reactionary squires
of Stormont are rapidly losing
their grip on the Protestant
working class to street dema-
gogues like the Rev Ian Paisley
and Desmond Boal.

In the S, Eire premier Jack
Lynch is increasingly losing
ground to the forces of militant
Republicanism. Even the hint of
internment and a campaign
against the IRA is enough to
cause immediate riots in towns
and villages.

So to their mutual advantage
the Heath and Lynch administra-
tions have decided some agree-
ment on the future of capitalist
Ireland must be reached.

Indications are that the solu-
tion envisaged by the Tory lead-
ers will involve a period of direct
Westminster rule over the N,
the appointment of a commission
and some eventual federal
arrangement between N and S
with full Irish unity relegated to
a vague rumour. .

Thorny

Of course, this would not
satisfy workers in the N or the
S and therefore the key ele-
ments in erecting this new fabric
of oppression are the middle-
class politicians, the reformist
and right-wing variety.

This is why the presence of the
so-called Ulster ‘left’ and men
like Paisley is essential at the
talks.

It is with the politicians of
the Catholic-backed Social Demo-
cratic Labour Party and the
Protestant Democratic Unionist

Party that the two Tory govern-
ments hope to steer round the
thorny issues of internment, the
brutal suppression of the IRA
and the bordér issue.

Labour leader Harold Wilson
acted as catalyst and it is he who
at present is cajoling the appar-
enltéy reluctant SDLP leaders to
talk.

So far the SDLP worthies, like
Gerry Fitt, Paddy Devlin, John
Hulme, Ivan Cooper, Austin Cur-
rie and Paddy O’Hanlon, have
held to their posture that no
talks can proceed without the
release of every single internee.

Untenable

But this is a surface appear-
ance from a movement born oyt
of the most rotten opportunism.
The SDLP is a bastard organiza-
tion formed when several of
Stormont’s ‘independent’” MPs
decided to form a parliamentary
opposition to outflank the old
Nationalist Party in the N.

The spur to this development
was the tremendous upsurge and
resistance to Unionist rule by the
Catholic working class.

Men like Fitt originally
Republican Labour, Hulme (inde-
pendént’ Civil Rights), Paddy
Devlin (ex-N Ireland Labour
Party), came together to- form
the SDLP two years ago.

They had no real programme -

beyond the vague promises on
‘civil rights’. Their policy on key
issues like nationalization, work-
ers’ control and unemployment
was unclear. As an organization
the SDLP was untenable, but its
main aim, after all, was not
political coherence, but to head
off the Catholic working class
for mutual political benefit. )

Now the delicate alliance is
beginning to break up and intern-
ment is the rock that threatens
to wreck the creaking ship.

Fitt — an SDLP Westminstér
MP — for example is ready to
compromise on this issue. His
original draft for his recent
speech on the BBC Ulster pro-
gramme last week said this:

Admission

*¢, . . internment must be ended.
If any compromise is offered on
this, such as bringing of charges
against selected internees, then
this too must be quickly granted,
for there are many hundreds of
people caught up in the present
violence now serving long terms
of imprisonment.’

In other words, ‘promise us
you will try the guilty IRA men
and to release the rest and I
Gerald Fitt will talk about a
federal solution’.

A whisper that Fitt was about
to make this admission was
énough, however, to bring Paddy
Devlin out of his corner, cate-
gorically denying that there
would be any talks before all
internees were released.

But still the odds are that
the SDLP will come to the con-
ference table.

They are waiting for some
Tory bone (some pledge on
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The politics
of Ulster

Which way for Irish workers?

1922 : IRA section moves down Grafton Street.

internment or the Special Powers
Act) that they can throw to
their constituents to ‘prove’ that
a significant ‘concession’ has been

“forced out of the political mas-

ters at Westminster.

Then the oppression can con-
tinue — perhaps under direct
Westminster control — with
emergency regulations giving the
authorities dictatorial powers to
arrest and ‘jail the IRA. Mean-
while the boys in the SDLP get
round the table and sort out
Ireland’s future with the Tories.

Treachery

The greatest political ally of
these opportunists is the Civil
Rights Association—now -domin-
ated by the Communist Party of
Ireland — which, in the great
name of ‘left’ unity, provides a
platform for Fitt and company.

The great aim is to shift these
MPs further to the left; in fact
the CRA always ends up tailor-
ing its policies to suit the parli-
amentarians.

The CP has been desperate for
a political role in the CRA since
its inception.

Its desire for office can be
judged by the fact that when
Republican executive members
of the CRA were interned in
August last year, the CP’s first
move was to fly out new cadres
to be co-opted onto the commit-
tée, in place of the fallen com-
rades.

The Irish Communist Party’s
policy is the most well-developed
programme of political treachery.

* L]
Coadlition
The recent edition of its
northern area journal, ‘Unity’,
contains the strategy for 1972 in
an article written by one James
Stewart.

Stewart charts . the  drift
towards coalition between the
ruling class of the N and S, and
the gradual acceptance by the

\

the workers. Hence he writes:

‘Séctarian divisions among the
working class at this stage serve
only to weaken our bargaining
position as a class in the nego-
tiations for new political solu-
tions, when in actual fact the
entire  progressive movement
should be in a strong position.’

After all internees are released
and internment is ended—*. . .
Talks can begin at which the
represéntatives of all the . poli-

[

i
Y
1

tical parties in the N, plus the, .

people’s organizations, can Ssit
down with the British and Irish

governments to work out a poli- *

?“ ey

for unity, he argues, so should "’ '

P S A,
B

[

tical ‘slution in the interests of

the working people of this
island.’
One must pause here and

understand what the Stalinists
are proposing. '

Peddling

They say that the Tory govern-
ment — which has filled Ulster
with 15,000 troops, killed over
100 men, women and children,
interned ten times that number
—are going to sit down and
award ‘progressive organizations’
a solution ‘in the interests of the

_working people of this island’.

- workers be

This programme, peddled by
the miserable N Ireland Stalinists
makes no mention of troop with-

drawals, socialism or a wunited -

Ireland. Of all the political plat-
forms it must be the most reac-
tionary in Ulster.

It is a measure of the depth
of the crisis of capitalism in
Iréland that the middle class and
the Stalinists must sink to
embrace such rotten formulas in
the name of the working class.

But will the working people
of Ulster fall into this trap and
repeat 1922 on a much more dis-
asterous scale?

Here is the nub of Ulster poli-
tics.

The Catholics now follow the
IRA, both official and provi-
sional wings. They do this for
the most part out of self
defence.

Links

Apart from a necessarily lim-
ited armed resistance to army
brutality, the Provos offer no
political perspective or way for-
ward. Most of their cadre don’t
begin to answer the key ques-
tion — ‘how can the Protestant
unified in the
struggle against British imperial-
ism?’

The* Officials pay lip-service to
workers’ unity. Their important
policy . statement, issued last
week, contains these lines:

‘Talks must be opened
between the Catholic and Pro-
testant working class, between
trade unionists and farmers,
between the labour movement
and the Republican movement,
between N and S.

‘It is here that the founda-
tions of unity of the Irish people
can be laid and not in talks with
Britain, nor in talks betwéen
Tory establishments in BPublin
and Belfast.

‘. . . We have realized that
armed struggle on its own, or

WHAT YOU CAN DO
TQ ACHIEVE FULL ECONOMIC AND
FOLITICAL FREEDOM FOR THE IRISH PEOPLE

Join the
Republican Movement

We STAND for tie OVERTHROW of British
Imperial Rule in Ireland.

We STAND for an xnbsmnm IRISH SOC-
TALIST REPUBLIC. )

We OPPOSE all FOREIGN financiers, spec-
ulators, monopolists, land-
lords, and their native collab-

orators,

We PLACE the RIGHTS of the common man
before the right of property.

We CLAIM the OWNERSHIP of the wealth of
Ireland for the people of Ire-

land.

Unite to Fight!

Call or write to: The Secretary,
Sinn Fein,

A modern recruiting leaflet for the political wing of the
“Officlal” IRA.

It must be related to the needs
of the people.’ .

What the Officials are propos-
ing is turning the IRA into the
army of the working class. In
Ireland — where one facés the
most brutal oppression— this is
certainly necessary.

But doing it, and not just say-
ifng it, is the problem the Officials
ace.

They fail to realize their plans
for two réasons.

First, their activity is based
entirely . upon the Catholic
working class—from this position
they cannot hope to win that
essential Protestant support.

Secondly the programme they

envisage contains what are
revolutionary ¢demands. But
British imperialism could not

tolerate the victory of the IRA,
and, in isolation from the
British working class, the IRA
would be defeated.

Weakness

Their greatest wéakness, is in’

fact, that they have no policy
regarding the British workers or
mobilizing that class to bring
down the Tory government.

Which is another way of
saying there is no solution for
the Irish working class outside
the solution for British workers.

It is essentially the crisis of
the capitalist system and the
extreme measures the crisis forces

upon the Tories that go to the
root of the Irish question.

British capital is old, uncom-
petitive and doomed. How much
more is this true for British
capital in her oldest colony. The
facts need no elaboration—there
are places in the N where 50
per cent of all men are out of
work—in the S unemployment is
averaging 8 per cent: double the
British figure.

Hard road

The same hard road, therefore,
faces Ulster workers.

There can be no solution to
their bitter oppression as long
as the Tories rule, as long as
men like Fitt and Paisley, Lynch
and the right-wing Republicans
are allowed to play their game.

The answer for Irish workers
lies with their own organization
—the trade unions, the factories,
on the estates. There a revolu-
tion: unity of workers can be
forged. But in Ulster it will be
politics, politics first time. .

The paradox is that where the
split bétween workers seems
widest the greatest opportuni-
ties for revolutionary develop-
ment exists. But while confusion
clouds the mind, the Tories can
rule on.

TOMORROW we begin a series
by Jack Gale on the history of
Ireland.

This.seven part serles by MICHAEL BANDA wmeh
appeared in the Workers Press is now avallabwy as
a pamphlet. Order from New Park Publications, Wea
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IT HAS not taken Moscow
long to follow Peking with
a tribute to the Sudan’s
reactionary military dictator-
ship and an attack on the
left-wingers, murdered,
hunted and jailed by the
regime.

Chinese premier Chou En-lai
sent an extremely effusive tele-
gram of support for Gen Jaafar
Numeiry on the 16th anniver-
sary of Sudan’s independence
from Anglo-Egyptian rule.

Deaths.

The message specifically
attacked ‘subversives’ who were
trying to undermine the regime.

This was a clear reference to
the communists, trade unionists
and left-wing officers who tried
unsuccessfully to  overthrow
Numeiry last July. Many of them,
including Abdel Mahgoub, gen-
eral secretary of Sudan's Com-
munist Party, have since been
put to death after perfunctory
military ‘trials’.

Hundreds of others are still
held in prisons and concentration
camps. China’s support for Num-
eiry has been strengthened rather
than weakened by his brutal sup-
pression of the CP.

Congratulatory

Chou’s message was more con-
gratulatory than any of the pre-
vious declarations of support for
Numeiry.

The Moscow Stalinists, who
were at pains after the July coup
attempt to dissociate themselves
from the left-wing ‘plotters’, have
now dropped even the formal
protests against the repression
which they made at the time.
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Abdel Mahgoub general secretary of the Communist Party
of Sudan, murdered by Numeiry last July.

In its ‘Sudan Corner’, broad-
cast on the National Day, Mos-
cow Radio referred in veiled
terms to ‘enemies of the Sudan-
ese people’ who are ‘fabricating
social and economic difficulties
within Sudanese society, particu-
larly in the villages'.

This is certainly not a refer-
ence to the Numeiry government,
which operates from the capital,
Khartoum, and makes no secret
of its desire to break the back of
the trade unions and imprison all
communists.

It can only refer to the out-

N

John Spencer looks at

the ]
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waistline

December 1970: Food riots in Gdansk.

CHRISTMAS DAY in the work-
house had nothing on this
description of the festivities in
one unfortunate village of ‘social-
istt Poland. The description
comes verbatim from a Warsaw
Television broadcast on January

‘Until now we have had no
advice to offer our friends who
like to indulge in Christmas fare
without regard to their expand-
ing waistlines. But now we have
a sensational bit of advice for
fashion-conscious ladies and
figure-conscious gentlemen: the
best way to avoid getting fat is
to spend your Christmas in
Szklarska Poreba.

‘We are not advocating skiing
or any other kind of sport; we
are simply talking about pro-
visions. We say this because the
Szklarska Poreba commercial
people with persistence worthy
of a better cause, every Christ-
mas time and at other holidays
subject both the locals and the
yisitors to a reducing diet.

‘It seems to us that the joke
has gone far enough when people
who come for a few days’ rest
cannot buy any bread in Szklar-
ska Poreba, as happened on New
Year’s Eve, and when there was
no butter, meat or tinned goods,
not to mention citrus fruit. How
is it possible that the same thing
happens every year?

‘From year to year things do
not change or get better and
what is worse no one has been
punished for the way things go
on. . . . We have discovered that
the supplies in Szklarska Poreba
aré the responsibility or at least
should be the responsibility of
the Board of the village co-
operative in Jalenia Gora.

‘To them we address this ques-
tion. When will it be possible
to travel to Szklarska Poreba
without having to take one’s own
provisions? When will we hear
that those responsible for the
mess have been found and that
they have changed their jobs?’

lawed left-wiﬁgers who are now
working underground against the
Numeiry dictatorship.

But according to Moscow
Radio, this falls in the category
of ‘provocations and manoeuvres’
with the object of splitting and
putting the various factions of
the Sudanese society against one
another.

More treacherous still is Mos-
cow’s attempt to blacken Num-
eiry’s opponents as agents of
imperialism.

According to the radio broad-
cast, it is the imperialists and
not the reactionary military dic-
tators, who are ‘sowing discord
in order to disrupt the friendship
between the Soviet and Sudanese
people and thus weakening
Sudan’s position...’

Crushing

The Soviet commentator
boasted of the bureaucracy’s con-
sistent support for Numeiry and
his predecessors in their fight to
‘make their state independent
and democratic’!

He laid particular stress on the
role of Soviet aid in building up
the Sudan’s armed forces:

‘With the active participation
of the Soviet Union and other
countries of socialist camp, the
government economic sector grew
and developed as did the coun-
try’s defence ability.’

It was, of course, the Sudanese
army which installed the Num-
eiry dictatorship and provided

Two backers for Numeiry
—Moscow and Peking

the judges and firing squads for "

his repression of the Communist
Party.

Here, at least, is a frank admis-
sion that the Soviet Stalinists
paved the way for Numeiry's
military repression and bear a
lion’s share of the responsibility
for the crushing of the Sudanese
Communist Party.

New Stage in Friendly Relation
Between China and the Sudan

Mao with Numeiry—picture and caption from ‘China Pictorial’ No 10, 1970.

Aberdeen—a
new Riviera?

ABERDEEN Corporation’s direc-
tor of publicity, Jack Nicholl.
has been trying to whip up a bit
of team spirit—just in case the
‘thought of a million on the dole
this New Year might be leading
anyone to think that the post.
war boom has come to an end.

‘We must all of us,” he urges
Aberdeen’s business community
in the most recent edition of the
local ‘Chamber of Commerce
Journal’ ‘sell our city and assure
it of a confident march into the
eighties on the backs of three
winning horses—oil, tourists and
 conferences.’

This will come as a shock to
a large section of the city's

The rivals in uneasy

vy

~coalitio

BOLIVIA

BOLIVIA’S military junta—
headed by Col Hugo Banzer
since he seized power last
August — is deeply divided
and opposition in the coun-
try is growing.

Threat

The dismissal of the Minister
of the Interior, Col Andres
Selich, who helped organize the
coup, came because Banzer con-
sidered him a threat to his per-
sonal power.

He has been replaced by a
less well<known figure, Col Mario
Zamora.,

Both colonels represent the
extreme right-wing Socialist
Falange.

While at the Ministry of the
Interior, Selich acquired a great
deal of power and turned into a
strong man inside the govern-
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ment, After his dismissal there
wére rumours that he was pre-
paring another coup to oust
Banzer.

In any case, the Banzer govern-
ment rests on an uneasy coalition
between the Nationalist Revolu-
tionary Movement (MNR) of
former president Dr Paz Esten-
soro and the fascist Socialist
Falange.

The Falange shock-troops wear
white shirts, give the fascist
salute and parade in military
order. It finds its mass support
largely in the urban petty bour-
geoisie—like the classic European
fascist movements. Its financial
backers are drawn from the big
landowners.

Enemy

The Falange was at one time
the sworn enemy of Paz Esten-
soro’s movement, which promised
agrarian reform and had the sup-
port of peasants and tin-miners
in the 1950s.

The government contains five
ministers from each party and
this proportion was respected
when the recent changes were
made.

At the local level the MNR
and Falange representatives are
often rivals for power. Many of
the officers who back Banzer
are hostile to the MNR.

Paz Estensoro, who was him-
self deposed by a military coup in
1964 and forced into exile, threw
in his lot with the army officers
opposed to the Torres govern-
ment. He found, however, that
prior to the August coup, they
had already reached an under-
standing with the Falange.

His only hope of returning to
Bolivia and seeing the MNR back
in the government was to accept
the alliance with the Falange.

Savage

In August, according to Paz
Estensoro, ‘the people did not
fight against the army to back
Torres. It was a fight between
different sections of the military’.

He claims that his radio speech
putting the MNR’s position
causéd the Catavi miners, who
were marching to support the
Torres government, to turn back.

Whatever Paz Estensoro may
say, Bolivia is still a land of
crisis and tension.

The universities have not re-
opened, A savage repression is
still being carried on.

Many Bolivian muutants, journ-
alists, intellectuals and students
are in hiding or in exile. Those
who are captured are sent to
concentration camps in remote
jungle areas.

workers who are employed in

- fishing, fish-processing, paper-
" making, engineering and ship-
' building. Aberdeen’s unemploy-
ment rate has been rising

steadily, but-—partly because it is
distorted by a high level of
emigration—it is, at under 4 per
cent, low by Scottish standards.

But the threat of world reces-
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sion, particularly on the ship-
building and machine tool
industries, "and of Common

Market entry most specifically on
fishing and' paper-making, lurks
menacingly over almost every
major section of industry in the
area.

Against this the local press—
notorious for its parochialism’
and civic patriotism, and backed
up by the Labourites and
Stalinists in the labour move-
ment — has been propagating
% optimistic forecasts of the em-
¥ ployment guaranteed by North
¥ Sea oil exploitation.

The principal of the local uni-
i versity chipped in recently to
¢ suggest that university expansion
:'s‘.wou]d mean thousands of extra
& jobs in the construction indus-
tries, over and above those that
the ‘oil bonanza' is supposed to
y be going to provide., .o

v The tealities of the world
b crisis of capitalism, or even of
¢ the Tory gbvériment's education
7 policies, never enter into these
# calculatiops of course.

; But lest relying on the oil
+ alone for Aberdeen’s promised

prosperity should seem to over-
% tax our credulity, PR man
4 Nicholl is offering us a ‘tourist
4 bonanza’ as well. Aberdeen, with
¥its granite tenements, its high
Epercentage of sub-standard
: housing, its cold east winds, its
& uncanny quantity of churches, is
*to become a cross between
¥ Kuwait and Las Vegas.

£
We can hardly wait!
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E‘IN‘ HALF an hour, how can you
do justice to Beethoven and
Bach, Duke Ellington and Louis
Armstrong?’ asked guest disc
jockey on Radio Four Scotland’s
- ‘Autogram’ programme last week.

But he did his best, though,
only Armstrong of the afore-
mentioned four featured in his
' selection of jazz, opera and
songs by Sarah Vaughan.

One of his favourites was ‘I

belong to Glasgow’ sung by that
representative of ‘a genuine con-
- temporary Scottish folk culture’,
¥ Will Fyfe, and accompanied by
. a quaint characterization of a
Glasgow working man, drunk of
course, appealing for under-
'standing to the nobs who can
j afford to take their pleasures
more privately.
" Who was this cultivated man
b of the people, chosen to regale
fus with the merest taste of his
wide-ranging musical interests?

b
E "Already a star of the Jimmy
. Young Show, ‘It’s Your Line’,
' and heaven knows what else, it
* was — you've guessed it — none
‘ other than ‘the newly
» appointed Rector of Glasgow
i University’, Jimmy Reid.
-~ Music, he explained, is very
‘important to him. It helps him
: to unwind after a hard day. But
the programme wasn’t all relaxa-
tion—there was a sting in the tail
*as Reid signed off: ‘A happy and
- peaceful New Year to all of you
; — and let’s hope we're all in
: work in 1972

Biting stuff.

And he got a fat fee from the
BBC too.

Fhe bditor, W orhers Pri
Clapham High Si, Fond
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A striking miner leaves thei last shift at Oakdale pit, S Wales.

The house of Thorn

RATIONALIZATION is
one of Sir Jules Thorn’s
favourite words, as thous-
ands of workers have dis-
covered to their cost over
the past ten years.

Sir Jules has built up
over that period a vast in-
dustrial empire, following a
policy of merger and
acquisition to enable the
company to grow rapidly.

Since 1967, Thorn Elec-
trical has swallowed up more
than 23 other companies in
order to achieve his aim of

‘competing on equal terms
with major manufacturers in

N  America, Japan and
Europe’.
The inevitable sequel to

most of these mergers has
been sackings and factory
closures, aimed at integrating
the merged firms with the rest
of the empire.

‘After he had taken over
Radio Rentals in 1969, for
example, he told the board
that ‘substantial savings’ were
expected from the application
of his industrial philosophy.

When British Radio Cor-
poration merged with Radio
Rentals, he had a similar
message: ‘Reorganization of
production facilities...will
reduce production costs in the
future thus enabling us to
meet competition in the UK
and overseas.’

Policies like these have
made Thorn Electrical into
one of the top 20 British
companies, with 74,000 em-
ployees and an annual turn-
over of £343m.

They have also led to a
spectacular rise in Thorn's
profits. In 1961 the group
made a mere £4.1m, but last
year's profit figures totalled
£71.3m —over 17 times the
total ten years before.

Directors’ pay went up
almost as dramatically over
the period. From a life of
penury on total emoluments
of only £22,000, Thorn’s
directors now take home a
staggering £121,000 each year.
There are nine directors.

DOLE QUEUES

Sir Jules Thorn conducts
his business activities from a
skyscraper office block in
London’s St Martins Lane.

His chauffeur drives him to
work in a black. Rolls-Royce
and a special executive lift
conveys him to his opulent
office. It’s a far cry from the
dole queues of Kirkby, Lancs,
where the latest victims of his
industrial surgery will land up
if their factory occupation
does not succeed.

They work at the Fisher-
Bendix factory on Kirkby's
industrial estate. The town is
a. notorious unemployment

An investigation by John Spencer of the £300m Thorn
electrical empire which owns the now-occupied
Fisher-Bendix plant, Merseyside.

blackspot, with jobless rates
way above

the national
average.

Fisher-Bendix was part of
the Parkinson Cowan combine
which was making heavy
losses. Its Kirkby washing-
machine and spin-dryer plant
was claimed to be losing
money heavily, and there is
documentary evidence to show
that the Parkinson Cowan
board was planning to transfer
washing-machine  production

to the CARSA factory in
fascist Spain. ' :
In  February, ' Parkinson

management tried to allay

shop stewards’ suspicions by
telling them that washing-
machine production still had
a future at Kirkby.

Thorn took over in April,
and the ‘Investors Chronicle’
commented: ‘Thorn considers
the deal as straightforward
industrial sense as most of
Parkinson’s products dovetail
in neatly with its own, and
there is plenty of scope for

rationalization” (Our em-
phasis.)
Within two months, the

‘Kirkby, workers were on the
_receiving end. On June 25,

the new management handed

...and Sir
Jules’ fortune

SIR JULES THORN, a
multi-millionaire, is one of
the richest men in Britain.

Of the 16 million ordinary
shares in the company,
Thorn’s stake totals more
than 7 million.

At present day stock
values, this represents a
holding worth £35m!

The table reproduced
below gives an indication of
the company’s push for
more profit.

1967/1968 Acquired:

British Lighting Industries

Metal Industries

Tucana

KMT (Holdings)

Keyswitch Relays

Potters FElectrical Repair
work

Gothic Electrical

Also merged interests with

the Bendix Corporation of

USA to form new sub-

sidiary Thorn Bendix—with

just over 50 per cent of the

holdings.

1968/1969 Acquired:

Wessex Wholesale
Electricity Co
Greenpar Engineering
John L. Green (Engineers’
Merchants)
London Electrical Co
(Blackfriars)
White and Swales
International Janitor
Westmorland’s (Electrical)
L. G. Lathbury

~ 1969/1970:
Merged metal recovery
interests with those of

George Cohen 600 group to

form jointly owned Holdings
Co — comprising George
Cohen Sons & Co and sub-
sidiaries.
Cox & Danks
John Allan (Glenpark)
Hughes Bolckow,
Shipbreaking Industries
The last four companies are
all subsidiaries of Metal
Industries (a subsidiary of
Thorns).

Acquired:

Ralph E. Harding
ABR food machinery Co
Tyne and Wear
Electrical Co
Marshall & Taylor
(Electrical)

December 1970:

Formed a joint company
with General Telephone &
Electronics International Inc
of New York—the Thorn-
General Telephone Co—a
Thorn subsidiary, with 50
per cent of share owned by
GTE International (25 per
cent of whose shares are
owned by Thorn—therefore
Thorn owns 62} per cent of
Eh;)rn-(}eneral Telephone
0).

1971 Acquired:

Evershed & Vignoles
including subsidiaries:
The Record Electrical Co
Evershed et Vignoles France
H. W, Sullivan
Parkinson Cowan and sub-
sidiaries (notably Fisher-
Bendix)
J. E. Mercer (fire

protection Engineers)
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main stationary off E Scot-
fand. A further trough will
move NE into Ireland and
SW districts during the day.
Scotland, apart from the
NE, where some rain may fall,
will be dry. Fog patches are
expected in the S at first.
Northern and eastern Eng-
land will be dry, but fog,
locally dense, may be slow
to clear in places. N Ireland,
Wales and the remainder of
England will be cloudy with
rain spreading from the SW
during the day.
Temperatures will be nor-
mal in NE Scotland, other-
wise it will be genera]ly mild.
Outldok for Tuesday and
Wednesday: Rain at times in
most places. Temperatures
near or rather "above normal.

\

out redundancy notices to
350 workers at the plant, and
promised the sack in the near
future to another 150.

Not surprisingly, the
workers walked out. Their
strike lasted nine weeks with
official backing from the en-
gineers’ union.

Thorn pressed ahead regard-
lesss. On August 12, the
following curt communiqué
from headquarters set out the
company's future plans for
the Kirkby workforce:

‘In a statement dated June
1, 1971, announcing the cessa-
tion of production of Bendix
machines and detailing com-
pany objectives, it was pointed
out that future employment in
the company was primarily
dependent upon  satisfying
customers’ requirements.

‘This we have been unable
to achieve. In addmon

vy

REDUNDANCIES

‘a. There is a continued
heavy loss situation at Kirkby.

‘b. Various activities of
Parkinson Cowan Ltd are
being rationalized as a result
of the acquisition by Thorn
Electrical Industries.

‘As a result of the above,
the Thorn Parkinson Cowan
board has decided with regret
that there is no alternative
but to discontinue production
at Kirkby ultimately closing
the factory and integrating
the Bendix (sales and service),
Constor and Radioator busi-
nesses within the existing
Thorn organization.

‘This inevitably means that
there will be considerable
redundancies between now
and February/March 1972,
when production will cease.
For this reason, the company
is commencing negotiations

with the trade unions to con- -

clude to redundancy/closure
agreement.’

- The strength and militancy
of the strike eventually forced

- Thorn to make some tem-

porary concessions. They were
forced to take back the sacked
workers who had not accepted
their redundancy pay. But
they were- still spoiling for a
showdown with the Kirkby
workers.

TORY BACKING

The Mersey men have now
been forced to occupy their
factory to prevent the planned
closure from going ahead.
They are determined to
oppose Sir- Jules’ plan with
all the force at their command.

Their struggle is part -of
the fight against the Tory
government, which provides
men like Sir Jules Thorn with
the political sinews of war
they need to implement their
search for profit.

20,000 laid
off at Opel

THE W German subsidiary
of the American General
Motors Corporation has an-
nounced that one of its as-
sembly plants will close for
a few days this month fol-
lowing a decline in demand
for its passénger cars.

The company, Adam Opel

AG of Ruesselheim near
Frankfurt said its plants at
Bochum in the industrial

Ruhr area employing about
20,000 workers will suspend
production for four days from
January 24

It blamed the international
monetary crisi§ for a fall in
export business and said
domestic sales had dropped.

Volkswagen, W Germany's
largest motor manufacturer,
closed its car assembly lines
during the past week and laid
off about 100,000 of its
135,000 workers for similar
reasons.

Miners “fight for right to live’

‘WE'VE got to bring
this government down
or else we're beaten’
was the sharp reaction
from the S Wales coal-

field yesterday to
Heath’s no - surrender
pledge.

‘We'll see who'’s toughest’,
said Blaenserchan Lodge
chairman Ted Priddle, com-
menting on coalboard chief
Derek Ezra’s hardline
speech at the weekend.

‘If they try closing pits
they'll never get us back’, he
said.

‘We're not just fighting for
a rise in money we're fighting
for the right to live.

ON DAY ONE of the miners’ stoppage, IAN YEATS
—filing from the S§ Wales coalfield—talks to the

strikers.

The
last Friday for refusing to
accept a pay cut had already
given the 412 Blaenserchan
men a taste of what will hap-
pen if they are defeated.

‘No one on the S Wales
coalfield will g¢ back until
these 18 men are reinstated’,
said Mr Priddle.

‘They're cutting wages now.
If we don’'t win this claim
they'll be sacking and sack-
ing and sacking.’

One of the sacked men,
George Hughes (46) who has
worked in the pit all his life,
told me why they staged their
sit-down strike:

‘We wanted

our money

‘They’ll have a

hell of

a job

to get us back’

‘EVERY nationalized industry with a pay claim takes
on the government’, Britannia Lodge secretary Gwylym

Burton told me.

‘That's what we’re doing.
That’s what the Post Office
workers did. This strike is
the ultimate, It is very, very
important. It is going to
determine all future rises in
other industries.

‘Everybody laughed when
the dustmen came out, but
they had a hell of an effect.
Even the postmen cost the
corporation and the govern-
ment millions of pounds.

‘I don’t think you can ever
talk of defeats. If we get the
support of the transport
unions, the miners could
cripple the country.’

Sixty eight per cent of the
1,000 men at Britannia voted
for a national strike.

‘The Industrial Relations
Act will never work’, said
Burton.” Similar Acts haven’t
worked in America or Canada.
In any case, they can’t put
300,000 men in jail.

‘If men want to come out
on strike they'll come out on
strike—Act or no Act.

‘If this strike goes on for
more than a month they'll
have a hell of a job to get the
men back. They'll get used to
being up on the surface. No
one likes working down there.

‘And a lot of miners and
their families 'are going to
suffer. They may have to sell
their cars, their televisions
and even their furniture.

‘But it's not only us who
will sufer. It'll be the grocers
and the small shopkeepers. If
it goes on they won’t be able
to keep giving credit and the
shutters will be going up
around. here.

‘At this stage we won't
settle for less than the full
amount of our claim. I don’t
think we’ll have much trouble
getting support from other
unions agamst the Tories be-
cause if we're choppeu up they
know they’re next.

Gwylym Burton

‘We're i
ere 1n
the front
' b
line
‘It’s not just a question
of wages. It’s the whole
business of the Tories’ 7-
per-cent income limit’, said

Maerdy face captain Iver
England.

‘It's terrible, scandalous,
living on the wages we get.
Some of the lads with fami-
lies would be better off on
social security.

‘The Tories’ 7 per cent has
got to be broken, and we're
in the front line.

‘If the Post Office workers
had got the backing of the
other unions they could have
won. It’s this spineless TUC
and Labour leadership.

‘If they said we were all
going to make a stand we'd
topple this government to-
morrow. It’s not 1926 any
more, and there's a huge or-
ganized working class in this
country that could do it

Reg Jones is lodge secre-
tary at Taff Merthyr where
the 1,000 men voted 84 per
cent for the strike despite the
fact that their pit is on the
jeopardy list.

Feeling at the mine is so
high that even the safety men
will be pulled out, and Jones
claims the men won’t be satis-
fied with anything less than
the ‘maximum’.

‘The officials will try and
do the work of the safety
men’, said Jones ‘It'll do them
good to get down the pit in-
stead of sitting in the offices
all day.’

Although everyone is  ex-
pected to join the strike—in-
cluding the female canteen
staff—pickets will be on duty
today.

‘It's going to be a very
long strike. We're fighting the
whole Tory wages policy. The
NCB couldn’t improve their

offer so they put holidays out.

as a carrot. But it’s no good

to us.’

Miner Bryn Gibbons told
me, ‘The Tories have made
it very clear they’re going to
fight us but I'll tell you now
all this ‘*ulk about the miners
crawling back to work

three weeks is rubbish.’

in

sacking of 18 men back. We worked for it. The

management today is vicious.

‘We’re 100 per cent behind
the strike. I think it will be
tough but we can be tough
too. If they don’t give us a
living wage they can shut all
the pits.’

Said Ted Priddle, ‘If the
miners go down everybody
will go down. We want every
union to back us to the hilt.

‘We've already got the sup-
port of the transport unions.
It is virtually a general strike.

‘We work in a nationalized
industry and after 1945 it
gave us a better chance to
work but now it means you
are fighting one big boss in-

stead of hundreds of private
ones.

‘The National Coal Board
say they only made £500,000
profit last year but that was
after paying the old coal
owners.

“They ought to be down the
pits having a go.

‘The Tories will try to do
anything to break us. They'll
go to all the dirty tricks. But
if we can stick it out like
our fathers stuck it out I
think it will be a long struggle.

‘It's not the 1920s now.
None of us will starve. If
they to stop Social Security
money they’ll have to put the
boards up at the shops.

‘Carr says they may use the
Industrial Relations Act but
I don’t think .it will work.
They haven’t got enough jails
to hold us.

‘And if they try moving
coal stocks they’ll need a
police escort all the way.

-,

‘We've got 100 tons in the
yard and we’'ve got 400 men.
There’s another 300 men
over at Glyntillery. They
might try to get a private
contractor to move coal but
I wouldn’t like to be the man
in the cab.’

From YORKSHIRE Phillip
Wade reports: Safety men of
all kinds will be pulled out of
14 pits under the Doncasmer
panel.

The decision was conﬁrmed
yesterday by a mass meeting
at Brodsworth, the largest pit
in the area.

A minority wanted to go
further and refuse to take
action even if a pit caught
fire.

The militant mood in Don-
caster was reflected in a
seperate decision by winders
to join the strike. Pickets will
be out at all 14 pits today.

Lodge secretary Reg Jones (1) with miner Bryn Gibbons at Merthyr's Taft colliery.

Hot welcome
planned for

Zionist chief

DEMONSTRATIONS will be
held in London this week
against the visit of Menachim
Beigin, leader of the right-
wing Zionist Herut Party.

On Monday night a dinner
at the Royal Garden Hotel,
South Kensington, will be
picketed and his public meet-
ing at Westminster Hall on
Tuesday will also be attended
by demonstrators. '

workers press

READERS’

Meet Editorial Board

speakers. Discuss your

Ideas for the expanded
paper

LEICESTER
Wednesday January 12
8 p.m.
Queen’s Hotel,
Rutland St

Speaker :
lan Yeats

MEETINGS

NEWCASTLE

Thursday January 13
7.30 p.m.

‘Bayhorse’,
Westgate Rd

Speaker :
~Alex Mitchell

LEEDS
Sunday January 16
3 p.m.
Quarry HIlll Flats

Leeds 1
Speaker :
Stephen Johns

CONROY
CASE:

WHEN Miss Conroy's
solicitor made inquiries
about how much bail

would be needed to secure
her release, he was un-
officially told that it would
be a staggering £50,000.

In the event she was granted
bail of £200 in her own re-
cognizance with four sureties
totalling £20,000.

The sureties were acquired
by Miss Conroy’s parents with
the help also of students at
the polytechnic.

SURRENDER

Conditions of bail were that
she had to report once a day
to the Notting Hill police
station, she had to surrender
her passport and she had to
give an undertaking not to
attend political meetings or
demonstrations.

Her car was taken away,
so she had no means of trans-
port. And £360 she had with-
drawn” from the bank the day
before her arrest—November
23—was kept by the police
for five weeks.

The father of Miss Conroy’s
baby son was also having
difficulties. Greek - born
Michael Sirros was arrested
in Glasgow two days after

ing a driving licence.

‘I am still
under surveillance’

PAULINE CONROY, lecturer in social sciences at N London
Polytechnic, was acquitted a week ago on charges of con-
spiracy to cause explosions. In this final article in a three-part
series Alex Mitchell describes her release.

Miss Conroy. He was brought
to London (in handcuffs in
the first class compartment
of a BEA jet) and interrogated
by Commander Bond, the so-
called Commander ‘X’ of the
Special Branch.

DROPPED

He was charged with steal-

This charge was subse-
quently altered to ‘handling’
a licence. The charge was
later dropped.

He was also charged with
overstaying his visa, refused
bail and held for three weeks
in Brixton.

Sirros says that during his
interrogation it was frequently
suggested to him that he leave
Britain.

Eventually he was ﬁned £50
on the immigration offence
and the magistrate made a

recommendation for his de-,

portation.

Sirros says that within
ours of being arrested his
interrogators were asking him
about a student sit-in which
he joined at Magill University,
Canada, three years ago.

They also knew of his
arrest at a demonstration
against the Greek military
junta in Montreal. (He was
discharged at the Montreal
hearing.)

Miss Conroy and Mr Sirros
are now re-united with their
baby, Cormac Jackson, in
;l;g}:}r basement flat in Notting
111,

They variously describe the
past two-and-a-half months
as ‘a nightmare’ or as being
‘quite surreal’.

Miss Conroy is still waiting
for the return of the two
cases of books and papers
removed from her flat.

‘DEPLORABLFE’

She feels that they are still
under constant surveillance by
the police. But when her
counsel, Lord Gifford, sought
a magistrates’ order to stop
police ‘harassment’,
refused.

At the hearing Gifford said
it was ‘a deplorable case of
political persecution’.

On the face of it, there’s
ample evidence to substanti-
ate Gifford’s remark.

it was

ALL TRADES UNIONS ALLIANCE

MEETINGS
WILLESDEN: Monday Centre. The ‘Right-to-Work’
January 10, 8pm. Trades campaign.
and Labour Hall, High Rd. E LONDON: Tuesday
Support the miners. January 11, 8pm. All
Hallows Hall, Devons Rd,
BRACKNELL : Tuesday Poplar, Support the
January 11, 7.30 p.m. ‘Red Miners.
Lion’, High St. Discuss N LONDON: Thursday
'ATUA Manifésto. January 13,” 8pm. Town
Hall, Edmonton. Miners’
BEXLEYHEATH : Tuesday pay struggle.
January 11, 8 p.m. ‘The SE LONDON: Thursday

Upton’, Crook Log. Trade
unions and basic rights.

DAGENHAM : Wednesday
January 12, 8 p.m. Room
11, East Ham Town Hall.
The struggle for socialism
in Bangla Desh.

LUTON: Thursday January
13, 8pm. Recreation Centre,
Old Bedford Rd. ‘Support
the miners’.

CORBY:
January

Wednesday
19, 8pm. Civic

January 13, 8pm. Deptford
Engineers’ Club (opposite
New Cross Station). Support
the miners.

SW LONDON: Tuesday
January 18, 8pm. Small Hall,
Clapham  Manor  Baths,
Clapham Manor St, SWA4.
‘Right-to-Work’ campaign.
CROYDON: Thursday
January 20, 8pm. Ruskin
House, Coombe Rd, E
Croydon. Support the
miners.

Socialist Labour League
Special course of lectures

TUESDAY JANUARY 18
Essential Marxism

TUESDAY JANUARY 25
Economics and Politics

TUESDAY FEBRUARY 1
Historical Materialism today
Lecture Room 1
Digbeth Hall, Digbeth
BIRMINGHAM, 8 p.m.

given by
G. HEALY (SLL national secretary)
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