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feedback

THE PFP

Joe Welnevr’s letter in the previous issue of

I.S. did little more than ‘make the point that the -

radical movement should turn towards the work-
ing class - hardly a new idea for socialists,
Unfortunately, he failed to suggest any means
by which this can be done at the present time,

Although Welner dismisses the Peace and
Freedom Party as irrelevant and reflecting only
anti-war concerns(he sees no value In a radical
political party at this time), many of us in
the ISC feel that the Peace and Freedom Party,
as the nucleus of an independent radical party,
offers significant opportunities for the radical
movement to approach the working class on
a polftical basis, In the past few months, in
fact, the major efforts of the New York State
Peace and Freedom Party have been just that -
a number of programs and actions have been
developed which have the clear goal of relating
radical politics to working class concerns. It
i{s unfortunate that Joe Welner was not aware
of this,

Opportunities for soclalists to engage directly
in shop organizing are unfortunately very limited
in this period, although we should continue to
do so whevever possible. Similarly, the op-
portunities for ‘ ‘worker-student alliances’’ such
as have been developed in San Francisco and
Buffalo, are also limited, although growing.
Furthermore, as Welner himself states, most
of the issues affecting workers at this time
cannot be solved through traditional unions, but
require a political approach - issues such as
inflation, the war, taxation, housing, and govern-
ment intervention in strikes, for example. The
tremendous response of workers to the Wallace
campaign, as well as the significant movement
of working people in New York City away from
the Democratic Party towards the Conservative
Party, are clear indications that workers are
beginning to recognize that the two-party system
does not meet their needs, and are searching
for a political alternative, At the moment, their
only alternative is the parties of the right; the
need for a radical political alternative is obvious.

The Peace and Freedom Party in New York
State, although not large, has been active in
a number of campaigns in recent months which
have attempted to carry out a working class
perspective, The party campaigned throughout
the state against an increase in the sales tax
which was recently passed by the state legis-
lature, calling for an end to taxation of working
people and increased taxation of corporate inter-
ests, progressive income taxes, etc.,and demand-
ing an end to military spending, In Buffalo,
PFP. members leafleted at factories during the
1968 campaligns, have actively supported a num-
ber of strikes and union organizing attempts,
conduct classes on labor history and Marxism,
and have recruited a few workers to the PER.
In other cities, similar activities are carried
out on a lesser scale, in an effort to relate
the radical movement to community struggles,

In New York City, the major campaign of the
PFP this year is on housing; it clearly attacks
private real estate interests and government pol-
icies, and demands massive construction of new
housing to be financed by taxes on profit, ex-
tensive reductions in rent, and government inter-

vention in all areas of housing to ensure main-

tenance of housing, .

We do not expect the PFP campaigns to result
in the instantaneous development of a working-
class party, of course, but we feel that these
programs can begin to provide a radical polit-
ical alternative to workers, and begin to make
the radical movement relevant to them,

In addition, the PFP can have an important
effect on the radical movement; as radicals
develop an understanding of the need to turn toward
the working class, the existence of groups like
the Peace and Freedom Party provides them with

an opportunity to engage in the concrete work of
developing transitional political programs with
a working-class perspective.

Because the PFP provides a bridge between
the student movement and the community, the
PFP has already had a significant impact on
the movement in upstate New York; in a number
of cities the PFP has already become the center
of the organized movement.

Although the Peace and Freedom Party clearly
did not fulfill our original hopes of developing
into a mass-based party in 1968, we feel that
the New York PFP, at least, still provides us
with a meaningful opportunity to work towards
the development of such a future party. By
adopting a working class perspective and attempt-

. ing to develop transitional programs in a serious
way, the PFP has moved far beyond its orig-
inal concerns, and provides us with a chance
to engage in actions which can.have a political
impact on the working class.

We do not advocate independent political action
as a substitute for other actions which relate
to the working class, but we do feel that where
a vehicle exists which is attempting to develop
political programs with a working class perspec-
tive, it is fmportant for socialists to encourage
that development and actively participate in it.
Ilene Winkler

ON TRIAL

Independent Soclalist-- here’s exciting news!
Your Phillips 66 Credit Card, 167-109-576-6,
is now more valuable than ever!

Because, in Berkeley our friends at P.O. Box
910 have been selected to get this special family
invitation!

Now your Phillips 66 Credit Card, No, 167-
109-576-6, is more than ever one of your most
valued possessions. As a Phillips Credit Card
holder, you're invited to take advantage of this
unusual opportunity:

ANY MEMBER OF THE SOCIALIST FAMILY
IN BERKELEY IS INVITED TO ORDER - AND
WEAR - A NEW GRUEN WATCH FREE FOR
15 DAYS!

We want to send you- at P.O. Box 910-a
self-winding Gruen man’s Calender Watch- or
a lady’'s 2-Diamond Watch- or both. We want
you to wear this fine watch and really get to
know it, to depend on it, To see just how well

. it keeps time and how nice it is to have a beau-
tiful new watch you can rely on.

Convince yourself that Gruen is the value we
say it is. Wear your watch free, with no obli-
gation, for 15 days. Then, if for any reason
you're not satistled, simply return it and you’'ll
owe nothing.

In fact, we'll even pay the return postage!
What have you got to lose? A 15-day FREE
“wear-trial” is something even the finest stores
don’t offer you,

Then, Independent Socialist, check the stores
in Berkeley and compare these Gruen Watches
feature-for-feature with others selling for $10
to $20 more. We think you'll agree that this
is a most unusual value,

‘Why does Phillips 66 make the Socialist family
this rare offer?

Simply because we appreciate your holding and
using a Phillips 66 Credit Card. This out-
standing value- one you may never see duplica-
ted- is one TANGIBLE way we can demonstrate
our appreciation,

This low price comes jout to pennies a day--
or less-- over the lifetime of the watch. And
just think of all the years of enjoyment and good
solid use yowl1l get out of it, Independent Soc-
ialist, From the minute you slip it on, youw'll
find this shiny, gleaming, precision-made Gruen
absolutely indispensible,

Why not get several- so the whole Socialist
family can enjoy precision timekeeping.
Sincerely, PHILLIPS 66

A revolutionary socialist monthly, published
by the Independent Socialist Clubs of Amer-
ica.

Subscriptions: $1.50 a year for 10 issues;
Supporting Subscriptions: = $5.00 a year;
Foreign Subscfiptions: $2.50 a year; Bun-
dles: 10¢ a copy for 10 coples or more.
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subscription to the IS,

P. C. Box 910
Berkeley, Calii. 94701

- The INTERNATIONAL SOCIALISM Group and
the Editorial Board of Socialist Worker send
fraternal greetings and best wishes to the ISC
for May Day. We wish you every success in
the difficult task of building a revolutionary
movement in the United States.

The IS has no angels, We depend upon our
readers for our support. If you like the IS
and would like to see it continue, you must
be prepared to help. We nesed comments and
criticisms, supporting subscriptions, library sub-
scriptions, bundle orders, distributors and ven-
dors, photographs and articles -- Send what
you can to PO Box 910, Berkeley, Callfornia 94701,
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The New Irish
Revolution

—Tom Condit -

&

lllo many Americans, the current “troubles” in northern Ireland appear
as a strange ghost on a medieval rampart. Armed conflict between Cath-
olics and Protestants, the storming of walled cities, and the apocalyptic
ravings of the Rev. Ian Paisley seem like remnants of the Thirty Years
War, almost unintelligible in modern terms.

Yet the participants in this struggle are not feudal
lords, kings and cardinals, but trade unionists, factory
owners, tenant farmers and radical students.

The “Church Militant” is conspicuously missing from
the leadership of the “Cathollc” side, and its place is
filled by socialist revolutionaries, left wing labor lead-
ers, and “new left” students (many of them Protest-
ants or atheists) The “Protestants” are represent-
ed by the Ulster Unionist Party, a coalition of big
businessmen and landlords, albeit with a lunatic fringe
of Bible-pounding fundamentalists right out of the deep
South,

The crisis in Ulster (Northern Ireland) is an int-
egral part of the crisis of world capitalism, and its
resolution will have effects that reach far beyond the
boundaries of the tiny “statelet” of Northern Ireland,
In order to understand the nature and implications of
the present struggle, we need a brief look at the his-
tory of the “Six Counties” that make up Ulster, and
the nature of their present government.

The Protestant population of Ulster is descended
from two great “plantations” of the 17th century, dur-
ing which Scots and English settlers took the confis-
cated lands of Irish “rebels” (some real, some con-
victed in kangaroo courts for the sole purpose of steal-
ing their property). The bulk of the Ulster settlers
were Presbyterian “dissenters,” whose numbers were
swelled by further migration to escape Anglican per-
secution, particularly in Scotland.

Subjected to a lesser oppression than Catholics,
they were nonetheless strongly discriminated against
in civic matters and forced to pay tithes to the Church
of England. They could see little real difference be-
tween Anglicism and Catholicism, and a bitter Ulster
“nationalism” arose among them, compounded of fear
and hatred of their Catholic neighbors and mistrust
of the London government,

By the 1790's, the grievances of the Protestant Ul-
ster peasantry had sufficiently allayed their anti-Cath-
olic feelings to allow them to join en masse the rev-
olutionary United Irishmen, (The British army con-
fiscated 50,000 muskets and 70,000 pikes, mainly from
Presbyterians, during an expedition into Ulster in1797.
The disarming of Ulster was a major factor in the
defeat of the Irish rising of 1798.)

From that time on, the situation deteriorated. Pro-
vocateurs fomented riots between Catholic and Pro-
testant tenant farmers; the Presbyterian clergy were
bought off with state subsidies in 1801 (as the Cath-
olic prelates had been two years earlier); and the land-
lords and manufacturers of Belfast developed a pol-
icy of “divide and rule”-- deliberately playing up the
fear of Protestant tenants that Catholics would pay
higher rents for their farms, reserving skilled jobs
in industry for Protestants only, and encouraging Pro-
testant tenants and workers (most of them of Scots
ancestry) to think of themselves as ‘*English,” rac-
fally superior to the lowly, benighted, Catholic “Irish”

THE ORANGE ORDER

Arcund the beginning of the 19th century, the north-
ern rulers founded the “Orange Order” (named after
William of Orange, who decisively defeated the Cath-
olic army of James II at the Battle of the Boyne, in
1690), to combat the growth of unity among the “com-~
mon people”.

As well as fomenting conﬂlct between Catholics
and Protestants, the “Or: ca i
first against me restoration of civil rights to Cath-
olics in both England and Ireland , then against Home
Rule or any vestige of autonomy in Ireland (other
than the autonomy of the local landlord or employer
in his cozy alliance with colonial officials). The
Unionist Party was formed as the political arm of the
Orange Order, to fight for total union with England,

On the eve of World War I, it became clear that the
English Liberals intended to grant home rule to Ire-
land, Sir Edward Carson founded the Ulster Volun-
teers, a Unionist militia organized around a nucleus
of armed gangs of professional strikebreakers under
the slogan of “Ulster is right, and Ulster will fight!”

In the South, the Irish Republican Brotherhood was
organizing its own Irish Volunteers to fight for home
rule, and the trade unions were organizing the Irish

Citizens Army to defend strikers from police attacks
and to fight for an independent, socialist Ireland --
the “Workers’ Republic”,

The British officer corps was divided between sup-
porters and opponents of Home Rule, both of whom
seemed bitter enough to mutiny on the question. La-
bor unrest was rising in both England and Ireland,
with a general strike threatened. The British isles
were on the verge of civil war when World Warl
broke out.

When the war began, both Unionist and *Home Rule”
politicians rushed to the colours, seeking to outdo each
other in protestations of loyalty to the Crown and to
continued English suppression of Africans, Indians and
Malays. John Redmond, leader of the Irish Parliamen-
tary Party, pledged Ireland’s support in the House of
Commons, and 200,000 Irishmen volunteered for the
British army.

Among those who remained behind were 12,000 Irish
Volunteers and nearly the whole of the Irish Citizen
Army. The Irish Transport and General Workers Un-
ion hung a banner onits headquarters: *WE SERVE NEI-
THER KING NOR KAISER, BUT IRELAND”. The Eng-
lish never dared try to extend conscription to ireland.

In 1916, the famous Easter rising broke out in Dublin
and was suppressed after a week's heavy fighting, In
the aftermath, 16 of the leaders were shot, including
the revolutionary socialist James Connolly, Popular
reaction was sharp. In 1918, the Sinn Fein (“Ourselves
Alone”) Party routed the Home Rulers, electing 73 of
Ireland’s 105 members of the British Parliament on a
platform of i d and total Rather
than going to Westminster to take their seats, the Sinn
Feiners remained in Ireland as the national assembly of
an independent Irish Republic.

After 8 years of guerilla warfare, the British recog-
nized the “Irish Free State”, but separated the six
counties of Ulster from the rest of Ireland, granting
them both representation at Stormont and a parliament
of their own. Despite themselves, the Unionists got
Home Rule, but separated from the Catholic majority.

Sporadic border raids and outbursts of nationalist
feeling have protested “the border® since 1921. But

™ as Southern politiclans moved towardaccomodation with

Britain (and hence her northern satellite), and the ruling
classes of North and South entered into collusion with

As this issue of the INDEPENDENT SOCIALIST
goes to press, 6000 British troops have mioved into
Ulster (Northern Ireland) to guard waterlines, power-
houses and other public utilities, leaving the Royal
Ulster Constabulary and its auxiliary storm troopers
{ree to “quell civil disturbance”. The troop move is
the latest development in several months of protests
and demonstrations which have shaken the authoritar~
ian rule of the Unionist Party in Ulster.

The Ulster government in Stormont has finally an-
nounced its willingness to grant universal suffrage in
local elections, in an attempt to defuse the growing
rs's tance to its arbitrary power. This reform,

hi€h might have greatly strengthened the govern-
ment had it been given willingly a yearago, is a grudg-
ing sop -- too little and too late to stem the mass move-
ment which forced it upon the Unionist Party and
the semi-secret’ Orange Order which controls the
government,

The people of Ulster have won in the street what
years of lobbying and petitions failed to gain. The
ritualistic mumbling of the traditional Nationalist op-
position and the supine begging of the liberals and
their Communist friends has been replaced by a social-
ist movement with a secular, popular base.

In a little over a year, t.he Ulster civil rights move-
ment has put a socialist into a parliamentary seat
held by the Unionist party since the 19th century,
thrown the government party into confusion, sent the
~official” opposition party of over 50 years standing
into its death throes, begun to replace the historic
religious politics of Ulster with a modern class poli-
tics, and greatly undermined the already shakygovern=
ments of both Britain and Eire, Now it has won the
first step in the electoral reforms necessary to se-
cure popular control of the two western counties and
of the city of Derry.

The “moderates” in the civil rights movement (in-
cluding the Communist Party of Northern Ireland)
are now arguing for a moratorium on demonstrations,
in order to stremgthen the hand of Prime Minister
James Chichester-Clark’s Unionist leadership (who
are somewhat to the right of the Republicans here)
against the proto-fascist “Protestant Unionists” of Rev.
Ian Paisley.

The militants and the rank-and-file of the movement
have rejected this ultimate in lesser-evilism, and
have held new mass demonstrations in Derry (“London-
derry” to the Unionists -- named for the bankers
in London who own it) and Strabane. Fighting has
once more broken out in the streets of Derry.

We cannot say at this juncture what the immediate
outcome in Ulster will be. Chichester-Clark and
his government are under immense pressure from the
civil rights movement and from the British govern-
ment (which wants peace at any price) to grant fur-
ther concessions on the-one hand, and from their lun-
atic fringe to resist even to the point of proclaiming
martial law and declaring Ulster's lndependence on
the other,

Every middle-class and moderate element in the
movement is fighting for a return to the good old
days of safe, liberal demands, while the traditiona-
list and clerical wing longs for a return to clear-
cut religious strife. Against this is posed the con-
sclousness of a mass movement of Catholics and
Protestants united, who see clearly the secular and
economic origins of Ulster’s oppression, but who have
not yet developed any firm organization or clearcut
leadership of their own to counter the middle-class
manipulators.

Whatever happens tomorrow, the politics of Ulster
will never be the same again. Ulster right now is
the weakest point of European capitalism, and sup-
port of the civil rights movement there is the clear
duty of every Internationalist, The left must unite
everywhere possible on the demand for removal of
British troops and an end to repression in Ulster.

they set a property qualification (the possession of a
home of one’s own) for voting in local elections, By
this means, they disenfranchised the younger (mainly
Catholic) workers who are forced tolive with their par-
ents, plus all lodgers and boarders.

Secondly, both local and provincial electoral districts
were ruthlessly gerrymandered to ensure Unionist dom-
mation And finally, fear of Catholic domination was
d up to new heights among the Protestant work-

one another, there has been an increasing 1ling
of the issue of partition,

A divided Ireland means conservatism in both parts,
with Unionism entrenched in the North and clerical re-
action safely ensconced in the South,

Once unwillingly in power, the Unionists setabout en-
suring their permanent domination of Ulster. First,

The Burntollet Bridge ambush:
Paisleyites hurl stones. ‘A few more
yards and there was a mass of
men with clubs in amongst us’

ers (a fear reinforced by the supine attitude of Southern
politicians to the Church), and police terror was used to
keep dissidents in line.
To add a small insult to injury, businessmen were
given extra votes in proportion to their  property.
To sharpen the effect of the *householder” qualifica-
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tion for voting, local governments have restricted access
to public housing in order to preserve it for loyal Prot-
estant voters, and housing has been segregated to ensure
safe electoral majorities within districts,

23% of the adult citizens of Belfast cannot vote in lo-
cal elections because they aren’t “householders”, and
some have been on the waiting list for homes as long
as 20 yeafs, In the city of Derry, only 500 new hous-
ing units have been built since 1919 -- almost all res-
erved for Unionist voters,

The gerrymandering has reached a level whichwould
shame even American legislatures. In Derry, the Un-
fonists hold 12 outof 20 council seats with only 1/3 of
the vote, In Lurgan, 40% of the population are Catho-
lic, but no Catholic has ever been elected to the. city
council. Throughout Northern Ireland, the patterns of
discrimination and disenfranchisement are similar,

SPECIAL POWERS

To keep the 1id on this blatant dictatorship, the bosses
must rely on physical force. Under the Special Po-
wers (Northern Ireland) Act, the Royal Ulster Con-
stabulary possesses powers undreamt of by most po-
lice forces.

Not only do they have the power to search and impris-
on people without warrant or trial,to deny the right of
habeus corpus, prohibit meetings and parades, jail peo-
ple for refusing to answer incriminating questions,
hold prisoners incognito, suppress newspapers and mo-
vies, deny jury trials and whip prisoners, but they can
even prevent the holding of an inquest after a prison-
er's death ( a license to murder which has been ysed
more than once) and arrest anyone who does “anything
calculated to be prejudicial to the preservation of peace
or the maintenance of order...and not specifically pro-
vided for {n these regulations.”

It's no wonder that Prime Minister Vorster ison rec-
ord as saying that he would rather have Northern Ire-
land’s Special Powers Act than all of South Africa’s
repressive legislation.

Enforcing this act are 3500 members of the Royal
Ulster Constabulary and 10,000 “ B-Specials”, armed Un-
fonist storm troopers enlisted as “police reserves”,
Should these prove inadequate, Stormont can call the
fundamentalist followers of the Rev. lan Paisley into
the streets -- while the British army avolds dirtying
its hands with direct thuggery, and merely “maintains
order”, guards “public utilities” , etc.

With its unique autonomy, Stormont sits in the United
Kingdom like a little Mississippi, its petty rulers using
British social welfare benefits as a sop to the workers
and low wages as a lure for investors, While Ulster
continues to be a source of cheap labor and low-priced
farm products, no Westminster government - - “ Labour”
or Tory -- will intervene any more than absolutely ne-
cessary,

The Unionist Party is securely in control of Ulster,
the Orange Order is securely in control of the party,
and the northern Irish sectionof the British ruling class
is securely in control of the Order. It is a situation, as
Derry labour leader Eamonn McCann put it, “asnear to
fascism as makes no difference”.

GREEN TORIES

The *“officlal opposition” in the Stormont parliament
is the Nationalists, who are not so much a party as a
sentiment. For 50°years, the “green Tories”, lineal de-
scendants of the “Home Rule” Irish Parliamentary Par-
ty, have sat waiting for some Moses to deliver them
from bondage. They runonly in safe Catholic seats, and
a vote for them has been an expressionof historical dis-
content, and _nothing more.,

In Derryjthere was literally no contest for 50 years --
the Unionists ran candidates for their lzaMe(gerryman-‘
dered) seats and the Nationalists for their 8. In the
last , there were ts betw
Nationalist and Unionist candidates in only 3 of 52 con-
stituencies -- and 2 of those were on the initiative of
the Unionists, )

The Nationalists have never fought for reforms, on the
fatalistic groundsthatthey’ll lose anyway, but they aren’t
for revolution either. They normally have no election
program except history (preferably ancient)and until re-
cently hadn’t even a formal party organization,

In contrast to this slumbering dinosaur is the tradi-
tional “physical force party of the Irish Republican Ar-
my. Like the Nationalists,thel R.A hasalso drawn the
conclusion that no reforms can be achieved while the
border is intact -- and therefore that elimination of
the border is the only meaningful solution to the oppres-
sion of the Nationalist minority in Ulster,

That being the case, they opted for a military solu-
tion: eliminate the border by force. Terrorism, night
ralds and general harassment of Stormont became the

LR.A's substitute fof a political program. Through
out its upsand down cycles of recruitment and activ-
ity, switchbs from “leff to“right” to“left” wing leader-
ship, the I.R_A. has grown smalleFwith each resurgence,
as its futility and isolation from the masses became
increasingly apparent. Its attempts to found “legal”.
fronts have foundered on the lack of a program.

The primitive strain of militant Republicanism re-
mains a potent force in both North and South, however,
and the 1. R.A. probably has more mass sympathy than
its small numbers and impotent posturing would appear
to indicate.

The Northern Ireland Labour Party (NILP) was
at one time a potent force in Ulster politics, where
there is a fine tradition of militant trade unionism.
The border question, however, added an insoluble
contradiction to the usual vagaries of social-demo-
cratic politics,

For years, the N.I.L P. straddled the issue, trying
to contain Protestant Unionists and Catholic Nation-
alists in the same class party, leaving the border
as a “matter of individual conscience”. Finally, the
leadership took its hint from the new rapproache-
ment between northern and southern politicians and
came out in support of partition. The result was an
electoral debacle from which the party has never
recovered, though younger members have begun to
spur a leftwing renewal which must eventually clash
with the present leadership. .

Finally, there is the Republican Labour Party,
founded after insurgent anti-partitionists split from the
NIL.P. in 1945, Republican Labour currently holds
2 seats in the Stormont parliament and 1 in West-
minster. Very little information on the party and its
program is available here, but it appears that Repub-
lican Labour is more in the position of having “fol-
lowers” than “members”.

Gerry Fitt, M P, has done yeoman work in expos-
ing conditions in Ulster, but otherwise has apparent-
1y functioned as an ordinary Labour “back bencher”,
supporting the traitorous Wilson government on most
issues

LIVING FOSSIL

It is amazing that a regime like Ulster’s could
have survived into the second half of the 20th cen-
tury, and a tribute to capitalism’s ability to main-
tain barbarism in the face of great difficulties, That
it was able to do so was a function of the continued
strength and favor of British imperialism, the exis-
tence of an opposition so wrapped in history and sen-
timentality that it merely reinforced the government,
and a minimal maintenance of religious fears as a
basis of Irish political behavior. In the 1960's, the
sands began running out in all of Unionism’s hour-
glasses. i

In many ways the crisis in Ulster is an outgrowth
of the continuing crisis of British capitalism. The
health of Ulster has always been closely related to
the health of its parent body, the United Kingdom --
whose health has been none too good of late.

The loss of most of her colonial empire, the ina-
bility of outmoded British industry to meet American
and continental competition, and the consequent insta-
bility of Britain’s financial structure have together
made every weakness of world capitalism an insol-
uble problem for the British ruling class and their
“Labour” tools.

The liquidity crisis hits the pound hardest. Minor
shifts in the busi cycle d s, And
pressure mounts to trim the “frills” -- like wages,
medical care, public transport, and the overhead costs
of keeping Ulster Unionism in power. When your
share of world trade declines from 26% to 13% in
less than 20 years, a $240 million yearly supplement
to an embarrassment is worth reconsidering.

TEN YEAR DECLINE

The decline of British economic power could not
fail to have disastrous effects on a marginal area
like Ulster. As the British economy stagnated, its
outlying parts began to contract. Investment in Ulster,
always confined for the most part to the industrial
belt around Belfast, came to a standstill, and manu-
facturing employment began a 10-year decline which
still continues.

As unemployment began a new rise, Wilson’s “aus-
terity” program slashed the social welfare benefits
which had become a major Stormont argument for
continued union with England (although Unionists MP’s
had opposed all of them), Branch railway lines (in-
cluding the one to Derry, Ulster's second largest
city) were closed, to be replaced by new highways
== and thgn the rqadbuilding budget was cut.

3

October 5 im Derry, when the koyal Ulster C'onslébulary baptised the civil rights

movement— advancing with flailing bat into a

def 1 crowd.

de

Paisley

-Tom Condit-

The aspect of the Ulster crisis most loved
by the capitalist press is the flamboyant funda-
mentalist preacher lan Paisley, and his “Pro-
testant Unionist” supporters. Paisley's hate-
filled ravings are depicted as a typical expres-
sion of prgtestant working-class prejudices. =

Paisley himself holds a divinity degree from
South Carolina’s Bob Jones University, a “non-
denominational” center of raving lunacy and rac-
ism. His “Free Presbyterian” church has been
denounced by the official Presbyterians asheret-

ical.

The rank-and-file Paisleyites are the stuff of
which similar movements all over the world
are made: screaming, angry shop keepers;
rural elements who don’t understand why the
world is changing; small fafiners in the western
counties; well-off farmers and their laborers
in the east; members of the militant senility
league; and the assortment of clerks, soured
«intellectuals” and other lumpen elements from
whom clerical fascists, Nazis and Klansmen are
drawn.

Thus far, Paisley has neither won significant.
financial support from the big bourgeoisie (who
are counting on Chichester-Clark to pull them
through), or any mass base in the Protestant
working class, most of whom are wavering to
the left.

Times, of course, may change. The bosses
may decide they need Paisley in an emergency
(as they decided for Hitler), The springs of
religlous sectarianism in the working class may
well up again, with encouragement from ¢phys-
ical fo .
ical force” nationalists.

For now, however, Paisleyism remains an
interesting marginal aspect of Unionism. Pais-
ley serves as a bugaboo, which perennial sup-
porters of lesser evils can use to point to as
a greater ome. The struggle for Ulster will
be decided in the cities, and that is not Mr.
Paisley’s best fighting ground.

At this same time, a new opposition began to
develop Students at Queen’s University Belfast, al-
ways the most integrated of Irish educational insti-
tutions, began to develop both a consclousness of the
injustice of the Unionist regime and a strong so-
cialist movement,

The Queen’s University Labour Group (affiliated to
the NILP) began organizing working-class Young So-
cialist branches, and agitating for unity between the
NILP, the Irish Labour Party and Republican-Labour
-~ a% well as fighting to build a leftwing in the NILP,

Also, the growth and increasing militancy of the
Irish Labour Party in the Republic greatly bolstered
the morale of Ulster leftists,

In 1967, the tide began to turn. Students (most of
them Protestants) demonstrated against the banning
of the left-nationalist Republican Clubs as fronts for
the Sinn Fein .and the I.R A. Others joined Young
Socialists as workers in a whirlwind NILP munici-
pal election campaign in Derry. The secularization
of modern intellectual life had begun to erode the
ideclogical base of Catholic-Pr hostility among
students.

The Derry campaign was particularly important.
Ulster’s second largest city concentrates the vicious
results of all the Unionist policies. A minority per-
manently controls the ecity council through gerry-
mandering. 9,000 of her citizens are disenfranchised
as a result of the property qualification, The effec-
tive electoral truce between Unionists and Nation-
alists had meant that Derry had no real municipal
election for 50 years.

4,000 families are on the waiting list for housing
and one house in seven is officially classified as
“uninhabitable” -- but only 15 units of new housing
have been built in the past 3 years, Unemployment,
always hovering around 20% as a result of govern-
ment pollcles‘hvormg the Belfast area, climbed with
Wilson's “austerity” and the closure of the railway

line.

In 1967, the Northern Ireland Labour Party broke
out of the mold. Utilizing young socialists from other
areas as campaign workers, the NILP conducted a
lightning campaign, raising class issues in both Cath-
olic and Protestant wards, and garnered an across-
the-boards 30 to 35% vote.

HOUSING AND POLITICS

A possibility of breaking out of Ulster’s electoral
deadlock was opened up and the results stimulated
the left throughout Ireland, Derry became the new
storm center, and” the next roumd‘ was fought on the
housing question. i

Housing is a perennial issue in Ulster, as itis
throughout Ireland. 40% of the houses are over 80
years old, 49% have no bath, 23% have no toilet, and
20% don’'t even have an indoor water supply. Over
10% of the units are officially classified as “over- ,
erowded” -- a percentage probably well below the
real figure. When this lack of housing is tied to
political allocation of the small number of available
units, the situation becomes explosive.

In February 1968, the Derry Housing Action Com-
mittee (DHAC) was formed, and it began a direct
action campaign of rent strikes and disruption of
local council meetings. The demands of the cam-
paign were a nonpolitical “points system” for the
allocation of housing, improvements in existing Lous-
ing, no rent raises, and a crash program to build
new housing. This last proposal brought them into
sharp conflict with the financial rulers of both Ulster
and Britain,

The Ulster Housing Trust, a public corporation,
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is the major source of funds for new housing{in
Ulster. Like capitalist governmental bodies ever
where, it prefers borrowing money from banks to
asking for tax revenue, and by 1967 its total indebt-
edness to the central banks was $144 million.

Since the interest payments of over $6 million
a year exceeded the income from rents, the easiest
way to secure capital for new housing starts would
be to cancel the payments to the banks, This very
logical and economical proposal somehow failed to
maet the approval of major financial interests, even
when advanced as the demand of a mass movement,

The DHAC united Republicans, leftwing members
of the NILP, and independents in a continuing series
of acifons which shook the Derry establishment. In
June, a main bus route was blocked for 48 hours.
Reality, the DHAC newspaper, consistently made “il-
legal” exposures of the activities of slumlords and
the inactivity of Nationalist politicians, The illegal
Derry Republican Club publicly carried its banners
at demonstrations. A genuine, if amorphous, left-
wing unity was being built around the activities and
needs of the working class.

Meanwhile, developments in other parts of Ulster
added fuel to the fire. Since 1964, the liberal Cam-
paign for Social Justice in Northern Ireland had been
lobbying the Westminster parliament, the UN and the
European Court of Human Rights with information
on the repression of the Catholic minority in Ulster.
(The most dramatic of their facts was proof that
for 50 years, 48% of the primary school children
in Ulster have been Catholic, yet less than 1/3 of
the voting age adults are Catholics -- the rest have
been forced to emigrate by job and housing discrim-
ination.

In 1967, a second liberal group -- the Civil Rights
Association -- was formed to continue this lobbying
and petitioning in Ulster itself, Last July, the CRA
ylelded to the pressure of events, and despite the
bitter opposition of its chairwoman (Betty Sinclair,
a veteran trade-unionist and secretary of the Com-
munist Party of Northern Ireland), decided to begin
a campaign of demonstrations.

An August march to Dungannon, near the site of'

a housing protest in June, was halted by a police
barricade, 2,000 people sat down to hear speeches
by Republican-Labour MP Gerry Fitt and local Stom«
mont MP Austin Currie (a strong advocate of civil
disobedience who is rumoured to be the only actually
living member of the Natfonalist Party), then went
home feeling good.

The second CRA march went to Derry on October

5, Hundreds of people turned out, 3 British Labour °

MP’s marched along, and television crews came to
cover the festivities, The Royal Ulster Constabu-
lary savagely attacked the march and dispersed it.
Police boxed In a thousand demonstrators and began
to systematically beat them. Reporters were knocked
down despite attempts to show their press creden-
tials, all the MP’s were arrested, and thousands
of TV viewers saw and heard Gerry Fitt, His head
streaming blood, denounce the R.U.C, goons.

Marchers and local supporters were chased into the
local Catholic ghetto by the cops. Barricades were
thrown up, and casualty centers were established as
people began to defend themselves with bricks, bot-
tles and clubs. Not for 3 days, until they brought
in armored cars to smash the barricades, were the
police able to break the lines.

Most important, every attempt to turn the struggle
into a religious one failed. The Protestant working
class for the most part remained passive, and move-
ment stewards firmly stopped “get-Protestant” street
gang elements. On October 9, the Derry Citizens
Action Committee was formed -- a broad-based civil
rights organization which quickly fell under the influ-
ence of middle-class moderates.

On the same day, 3000 Queens University students
held a 3 hour sit-in in Belfast, That night, dissat-
isfied with their moderate leadership, 800 of them met
to found a mew organization, called People’s Demo-
cracy. Like the early Vietnam Day Committee in
Berkeley, all decisions in PD are made -- and fre-
quently immediately reversed -- in open mass meet-
ings, and functional committees are elected 0n a tem-~
porary basis only. Although PD thus has no “lead-
ership”, its program and strategy are most clearly
influenced by the Queens University Young Social-
1sts (NILP) and various *Trotskyist” currents,

In Derry, the Citizens Action Committee has an
elected steering committee plus weekly meetings of
400 to 500 stewards -- volunteer activists who mo-
bilize demonstrations, keep communications open be-
tween the DCAC and the people in all parts of the
city, organize movement defense, and deal with pro-
vocateurs. The leadership of DCAC has been under
continued leftward pressure from the ranks, much of
it or d by the Action C ittee and
Derry Labour,

The Unionists declared that the walled area of
Derry, which had been successfully defended from
Catholic occupation by its apprentice boys in 1688,
was in a measure “sacred Protestant ground”, and
that any demonstration within it would be taken as
a provocation and lead-to rioting, etc. They there-
fore banned any DCAC demonstrations within the
walls. The movement was forced to take up this
challenge.

On October 19, DCAC led 2000 people in a sit-in
outside the Gate of Derry, and prepared for a later
mass demonstration. Meanwhile, Housing Action seized
the council chambers in a new protest, and PD sat
in at the Stormont parliament building.

On Novenber 16, 20,000 civil rights demonstrators
marched on the Gate of Derry. As the leading ranks
reached the police line, with its vehicies and barbed-
wire barricades, they began to sit down. Mean-
while, marchers began discovering gaps in the police
line, and despite the urgings of leaders to keep the
protest symbelic, they began to pour through and over
the walls to assemble in the center of the old city.
13,000 gathered for a mass rally. The announced
«riot”, however, failed to take place.

The next day, 3000 women garment workers staged
a token strike and .marched into the walled city.
They were joined by 700 longshoremen who also
struck and marched through “on their way to the
union hall”, The next day the dockers again entered

-

the city, and fought with helmeted police, stoning
a water cannon. The mood in Derry was one of
euphoric combativeness.

On November 22, O’Neill anncunced a 5 point re-
form program, A government- commission was to
take over Derry and reorganize its city government
(not much has been heard since, about that), the
special “company vote” for businessmen (amounting
to an Infinitesmal percentage of the total electorate)
would be abolished, a points system would be intro-
duced for housing (but no new building program),
the Special Powers Act would be allowed to*fall into
disuse” (but not repealed), and -- an Ombudsm:
would be appointed! Mild as these reforms were,
they were too much for the rightwing Home Affairs
Minister, Craig, who resigned from the cabinet in
protest,

The moderates in the civil rights movement immed-
fately cried “PAX!”, and pushed for a moratorium on
demonstrations to avoid undercutting their “liberal”
friend O’Neill in his struggle with the Bad Guys.
DCAC, pushed by its middle-class elements, announced
a one month *cooling-off” period. People’s Democracy
cancelled two planned marches. The honeymoon was
soon over, however, and on January 1, PD begana
march from Belfast to Derry.

Along the route of the 4 day march, they were con=

tinually assualted by Paisleyite thugs, acting in col-
lusion with the RUC and *B-Special”. As they en-
tered Derry on January 4, they were attacked by a
crowd of hundreds throwing stones and bottles, but
ran the gauntlet to Guildhall Square, where DCAC
members met them for a mass rally.
_As the rally broke up, the police rioted and at-
tacked the crowd. In a repeat of October, demon-
strators fell back on barricades in the Catholic ghet-
to of Bogside, This time they held “Free Derry”
for 6 days. A “People’s Force” (mainly the DCAC
stewards) kept order, distribution of food and fuel
was cooperatively organized, and a *Radio Free Der-
ry” went on the air, The barricades were taken down
and the “militia” disbanded only by decision of the
DCAC. The police never got past them.

Desperate, O'Neill dissolved the Stormont Parlia-
ment and called a snap election, certain of a victory
he could tout as a “vote of confidence” from the peo-
ple. In so doing, he made a major tactical error:
he gave the left the opportunity to clarify their dif-
ferences with the Nationalists and the civil rights
“moderates”, and to go out to the people with a clear
program of demands.

With only 10 days in which to select candidates
and constituencies, scrape up the bread for election
deposits, and file, the militants met the challenge.
People’s D didates, and 2 can-
didates of the NILP and 2 independents announced
their support of the PD election manifesto,

People’s Democracy deliberately chose to contest
“safe” and Nationalist seats, ating
that they had a program for Catholics and Protes-
tants allke. From Prime Minister O'Neill to the
mossbacked leadership of the Nationalist Party, Ulster

liticd found faced with an unprece-
dented challenge,

The PD candidates polled over 20,000 votes, and
the independent and NILP candidates who supported
their election manifesto polled another 13,000. Paddy
O'Hanlon, running as an independent nationalist in
South Armagh, per tly retired leader
Eddie Richardson from Stormont. Fergus Woods came
within 220 votes of doing the same to Keogh in South
Down, ¢

In Derry, socialist Eamonn McCann was inated

Police terror
in Bogside

Eamonn McCann
and Sean Reed

Derry -- The moderate leadership of the
Civil Rights t was dlast
as the people of Bogside fought to defend their
area against the Royal Ulster Constabulary.
{ Appeals to “go home in peace” from John
Hume, MP for Foyle, and members of the Cit-
izens Action Committee were howled down as
the residents fought off the riot police with
sticks, stones and petrol bombs.

The _attack developed after the government
banned a march from Burntollet Bridge, scene
of last January’'s ambush of the People’s De-
mocracy march by B-Specials in civies, Ul-
ster’s new Police Minister, Porter, visited Der-
ry on Friday and was told by the local Torles
that they would use firearms to stop the march.
Porter then banned the march.

To protest this partisan order, young civil
rights supporters held a spontaneous sit-down
in Guildhall Square.

An ugly police riot ensued when the RUC
moved in with baton charges, water cannons and
armoured cars, At 3 a,m. on Sunday morning
an armoured car entered Hamilton Street: It
was set on fire. A RUC sergeant jumped out
and fired five or six shots at random.

The resistance of the people was so great
that the cops got out of control; the police
rank-and-file were unwilling to go into the Bog-*
side and their officers were virtually beating
them with batons to force them in.

After several hours’ fighting the riot squad
took the Bogside.

When the police batoned their way into the
area, serious outrages occurred. In one house
the door had been left open. Children running
to escape the police charges ran through the
house and out of the back door.

The police entered and brutally batoned the
innocent people in the front room. The father,
the father’'s friend, and the father’s 15 year
old daughter -- who was just out of the hospi-
tal -- all had their heads split open and were
taken to hospital. The younger children were
covered in blood but unhurt because the adults
had lain over them,

On Sunday morning, the Bogside was evacu-
ated and men, women and children moved to
the Creggen heights. Relnforced by over 10,000
people from the Creggen Estate, a mass meet-
ing was held and the RUC were given two hours
to leave the Bogside,

With only 15 minutes to go the cops withdrew
after a hastily negotiated agreement to take
out the riot squad in return for an assurance
that the barricades would not be re-erected.

This laid the foundations for the present
brittle peace which could be shattered at any
moment by the simmering rage of the general

il The street defence committees set

by the NILP to oppose Nationalist Eddle McAteer in
the working class Foyle constituency. Fearful that
an NILP victory in Foyle would permanently destroy
their influence in the Derry movement, the “moder-
ates” put up DCAC leader John Hume asan independent
candiate for the same seat, and launched a success-
ful “unite behind the broadest d i

up in the wake of the PD march last January
have been reactivated. ’

Defence plans are being laid and any fur-
ther police attack will be met with organised
and disciplined resistance. The fact that the
police used guns on Sunday morning has led to

Hume was swept in with 9,000 votes to McAteer's
5,000 and McCann's 2,000, while his fellow “moder-
ate ” Ivan Cooper successfully knocked out another
Nationalist in a nearby seat.

The greatest triumph of the campaign, however,
was probably 22-year old Bernadette Devlin’s 6,000
votes in v!hag was previously considered a “safe”
Unionist seat.” A month later, she improved on the
feat as PD’s candidate in a Mid-Ulster bye-election
to the Westminster parliament. The press made a.

deal of the fact that she is now the youngest\
British MP since 1781, It's far more relevant, how-
ever, that she’s the first MP ever eletted on a plat-
form calling for a unified, socialist Ireland with
workers' control of industry.

The significance of a handful of “protest candi-
dates” running in an explosive situation may not seem
clear until we examine their program. PD’d plat-
form, like their choice of seats to contest, was drafted
to Haatza o {c and political of
oppression in Ulster, and to directly refute the Irish
tradition of parochial and sectarian politics,

of the formation of a citizens’ army
-- a demand put forward by the new MP for
Mid-Ulster, Bernadette Devlin,

Meanwhile Wilson has agreed to send in troops
“to guard key installations”.

In the long term, it is an assertion of the
fact that British capitalism will interves more
and more directly if O'Neill fails to maintain
“law and order”.

This is certainly on the cards, As O’Neill’s
position grows less credible every hour, as
the antiquated brand of effette liberal-torylsm
neither adequately serves the needs of the sys-
tem nor satisfies the aspirations of the people,
he will go very soon.

After him we will get a “strong man” with
the slogan “Here’s your ome man, one vote
-- and the next Popehead who opens his mouth
in public will be up and against the wall”,

British socialists must organise to struggle
for the withdrawal of British troops, who are
being used to release RUC and B-Specials to
suppress Derry. Only a2 major and immediate

While there have always been Catholic Unionist
and Protestant Nationalists, all the tactics of the
two parties have tended to make their main base of
support denominational -- by mutual consent. PD,
for the first time since the split in Labour, put
forward a program of political and class demands
to which all Ulstermen could relate, Only by reach-
ing out to Protestants on issues directly affecting
them did PD members feel that it would be possible
to build Protestant working class support for the
rights of Catholics.

After attacking the gerrymandering and deprivation
of voting rights, the PD manifesto demanded the re-
pzal of the Special Powers Act and disbanding of the
‘B-Spacials”. Beyond that, however, they put forward
an economic program to meet Ulster’s immediate
nzeds.

On housing, PD demanded not only allocation of
houses on the basis of need only, but also democratic
control of public housing by tenants’ councils, a crash
program to build new housing, and the cancellation
of all Housing Trust debts to the central banks.

To meet the continuing crisis of Ulster industry,
the manifesto called for an end to the policy of tax
rebates and other “incentives” for industrialists, and
the use instead of massive government financing to

bilisation to this end can have any real mean-
ing.

Socialist and civil rights supporters in the
Six Counties must mount a camnpaign to lift
the pressure on Derry by drawing off as many
police as possible,

Comrades in the South should raise the de=,
made that the Green Tory government arm
Derry. Their refusal to do so can be used to
expose their complicity in the oppression and
their role as commission agents of British im-
perialism,

If it comes to civil war, then only the united
action of all the Irish working people and their
allies can provide the material base to resist
Orange reaction and their Westminster support-
ers.

Reprinted from SOCIALIST WORKER, an Eng-
ish revolutionary socialist weekly, April 26,
1969.

Eamonn McCann is a leader of People’s De-
moeracy in Northern Ireland; and a member of
the Irish Workers' Group.
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build new industry and put old factories in operation.
In order to eliminate both oppressive bureaucracy
and the possibility of political manipulation of jobs,
they demanded workers' control in all state-owned
factories and its immediate extension to private in-
_ dustry.

In the countryside, they fought for an end to an
agricultural policy explicitly aimed at driving small
farmers off the land. Over 1/3 of Ulster’s small
farmers have been forced to sell out and move to
the cities in search of work in the past 10 years
alone, PD demanded the transformation of large es-
tates into cooperative farms for the small farmers.

Most important, the PD candidates fought openly
for an end to the present segregation of Catholic
and Protestant children into parochial and public
schools, and for the secularization of a centralized,
democratic and integrated school system. This de-
mand attacked head on the division of the Catholic
aad Protestant workers into separate communities,
and the Protestant fear of “Rome-rule-in-the-schools,”
as well as Catholic fear that public Schools would
mean Protestant indoctrination of their children,

It is this concern for universality, for transcend-
ing the religious and caste barriers which have di-
vided the Irish working class, which determined PD’s
rejection of the “border question” as irrelevant to
their campaign. While the question of the reunifi-
cation of Ireland is abstractly a purely political one,
it has become in practice a confessional issue. While
PD members reject the liberal (and official NILP)
view of Ulster's present constitution as fixed and un-
aljerable, they see the problem as one of unifying
the working class rather than “abolishing the border”

When Ireland’s workers, North and South, Protes-
tant and Catholic, are united, then Ireland can be uni-
ted, but not before. There can no more be unity of
the Irish people under the present capitalist govern-
ment in Dublin than there could be under either Brit-
ish colonial rule or the boot of the Tory racists in
Stormont.

With 20,000 young people over 21 disenfranchised
by use of the old electoral rolls, the large vote cast
in a few constituencies for a program which attacked
bigotry, clericalism of both Catholic and Protestant
varieties, the sacred principle of repaying debts,
private ownership of land, and bureaucracy was a
notable achievement. It is to the credit of People’s
Democracy that they have been attacked as the volce
of Rome by Protestant extremists, and as anti-Cath-
olic by clerical reactionaries.

In the wake of the elections, the right wing of the
civil rights movement began a power play, designed
to force the rank and file to choose between * respon-
sible®* and “irresponsible” leadership. Communist
leader Betty Sinclair and three of her associates
resigned as officers of the Civil Rights Assocla-
tion, charging a PD takeover. Miss Sinclair in par-
ticular was angry that the CRA planned a march on
Stormont to protest a new “Public Order” Act, rath-
er than sending a delegation to talk to the new “liber-
al” Minister of Home Affalrs. She admitted that

Qm act did have clauses in it (here and there) “which
ould appear to be-bringing more repression rather
than more democracy.”

At the same time, Stormont MP’s John Hume and
Ivan Cooper resigned as chairman and vite-chairman
of the DCAC, using as their graceful excuse the
need to avoid confusion between their political roles
and the aims of the civil rights movement. Many
members of the DCAC are rumoured to believe that
this would, indeed, be an unfortunate confusion. Since
a membership petition to recall Hume for opposing
Eamonn McCann in the election was being circulated,
his resignation was a step forward for the movement,

At the beginning of April, People’s Democracy mem-
bers marched from Belfast to Dublin, distributingleaf-
lets along the way attacking the southern tortes for
their deficiencies in providing housing and employ-
ment, and for their anti-union legislation. Chanting
#Tories out, North and South”, the PD marchers
joined with farm protesters from Western Eire and
Dublin socialists in a 5,000 strong rally against the
employers and their political front men, Press at-
tempts to smear the march as “anti-Catholic” and
accuse them of demanding solely free distribution
of contraceptives and legalized divorce (demands which
were made, but not as priorities), backfired to the

' extent that many Irish socialists feel that no smear
campaign of this type ‘can be successful in Ireland
again.

In the wake of this march and the obviously grow-
ing strength of the opposition, the Unionists played
their trump card.” After the bombing of Beifast's
Castlereagh power station (probably by a provoca-
teur), O’Neill called up the “B-Specials” -- the spec-
ial organization of Unionist thugs attached to the
police. A whole series of bombings of public util-
ities followed -- carried out supposedly by Republi-
can extremists, but more probably by Paisleyites or
by the police themselves -- and each was used as an
excuse to intensify the repression, to mobilize more
B-Specials, and finally to call in British troops.

As the situation heated up, the moderates began
looking for an out, hysterically calling for anew mora-
torium on demonstrations, seeking new compromises
with the bosses. The rank-and-file of the movement
responded with new mass demonstrations, battling the
police in the streets of Derry. O'Neill, unable to
maintain order, was forced to resign as Prime Min-
ister, but Britlsh pressure prevented the right-wing
Unionist leader, Faulkner, from succeeding him.

With James Chichester-Clark's accession to the
premiership, the right wing of the movement is step-
ping up its demands for conciliation. The new “soft
line” Unionist government “needs a chance,” they
argue -- let's accept a compromise and get the mas-
ses off the streets before they spoil things. They
now agitate for acceptance of the government’s deal:
one man, one vote -- but no elections till 1971, As
always, the “liberals” fight to give a reeling, punch-
drunk ruling class the breathing space it needs to
reconsolidate and maintain its power.

The ful or of r in the

North has greatly strengthened the left in the Repub-
lic of Ireland. The southern government, in a dis-
play of, stupidity worthy of the Unionists, attempted
to under cut discontent with its own repressive poli-
cies last year by abolishing proportional represen-
tation in the Dail Eirann (a move calculated to cut
Labour Party down to 1/3 or less of its present seats),
The left of all sentiments united in a campaign which
dealt them a stinging defeat in 23 out of the 26 coun-
ties,

With a declining farm population, heavy unemploy-
ment and emigration,and an immense housing short-
=, the South is also beipg dragged down in Britain’s
. The crisis of Ulster, dredging up the old ghosts
of its accomodation with the Unionists and with Brit-
ish imperialism, may be more than the government
can take, The Irish Labour Party, resurgent, with
a new leftwing program and aggressive leadership,
is a strong threat, :

What the militants of People’s Democracy and the
leftwing of the NILP have demonstrated to all Irish
radicals is that a revolutionary program can be sec-
ular, can appeal to the needs of people in the here
and now, rather th¥n asking them to vote for ghosts
and the blood of the dead, and can be all-Irish with-
out meaningless haggling over the capitalist border
issue, -

By posing transitional demands which pecple can
immediately relate to, but which at the same time
pose a threat to the very bases of bourgeois society,
they have shown the relevancy of socialism to the
Irish people.

The history of sellouts, evasions and capitulations
by the leaders of the Irish labor movement, points

_out a serious deficiency in working class organiza-

tion. There is probably no country in Europe where
greater sentiment exists for a soclalist revolution,
or greater sympathy for revolutionary groups and
politics.

At the same time, the Irish left has been peren-
nially disorganized, fragmented and betrayed by inde-
cisive leaders. From the nucleus of People’s Demo-
cracy in the North and the leftwing of the Labor Par-
ty in the South, from small organizations like the
Irish Workers Group and unaffiliated individuals, the
work which must now be begun is the construction
of an Irish revolutionary party, one capable of con-
trolling its leaders while maintaining both unity and
democracy in its own ranks.

There is no longer a question of organization in
Ulster or organization in the South, of Catholics or
Protestants, or being for or against the border. The
question now for all of Ireland is workers’ power,
the socialist revolution. It is clear that Ireland un-
der capitalism will never be united, and that social-
ist Ireland cannot be other than united. The ques-
tion of the Workers’ Republic is not one of an ab-
stract slogan, something one demands or doesn't, but
a question of the logical direction In which events
are moving.

-
JAMES CONNOLLY, who was born 100 years ago this month, is recognised as one
of Ireland's great revolutionaries and as one of the few great Marxists to emerge
in these islands. One of the leaders of the-Easter Rising of 1916, he succeeded

James Connolly and the Irish Revolution

- Gerry Lawless-

then stopped.

stand, or even sit upright, was shot
strapped in ‘a chajr. The executions

munist Party, and the Socialist Labour
League who attack as dissenters those
who defend Cuban and Vietnamese

Reprinted from THE BLACK

DWARF, an English radical journal,

July 5, 1968,

in transforming the Iresh left from an impotent sect, into a significant force

within the Irish revolutionary movement.
‘With Big Jim Larkin, he helped to
bring back to Ireland what Irish emi-
grants had created abroad — the indus-
trial union — the Irish Transport and
General Workers’ ‘Union. 1913 found
Connolly acting as lieutenant to Lar-
kin in the General Strike (and lock-
out) which raised the poorest of Dub-
lin’s poor from their knees, and trans-
formed them into dignified, class-con-
scious workers. This struggle gave
birth to the Irish Citizens' Army—
“the first Red Army in modern Europe’
as Lenin called it.

With the other European revolution-
ary movements, the Irish left suffered
a setback at the outbreak of the First
World War when the majority of the
working class rallied to the bourgeois
governments and deserted international-
ism, However, unlike the social demo-
crat leaders in other countries, the
leaders of Irish labour met the chal-
lenge posed by the war, openly de-
nounced it as an imperialist war and
fought against recruitment policies. In
December 1914, Larkin's ¢ Irish Work-

er” was banned, just after he had left

for the usa. Connolly took over the
leadership of the movement, While
never neglecting the struggle between
the 16Twu and the Dublin Employers'
Federation, Connolly set about the task
of training the Citizens’ Army. Liberty
Hall, the facade flaunting the slogan
‘We serve neither King nor Kaiser’y
became the focus of resistance to the
British government and its Irish ad-
herents — the master clan and their
subservient press. In May 1915, Con-
nolly founded a new paper, ‘The
‘Workers' Republic. While the labour
leaders of Europe abandoned the pol-
icy of class struggle to support the
war, this paper steadily reminded the
working class of the need to struggle
for their own emancipation. ‘In the

" long run,” wrote Connolly, ‘the free-

dom of a nation is measured by the
freedom of its lowest class.”

Th' Irish left used every industrial dis-
pute to increase the strength of Dub-

lin's Red Army, until on 24 April,
1916, they joined forces with the radi-
cal middle-class Irish Volunteers to
challenge the might of the British
Empire on the barricades. The Volun-
teers did not rise as a body because of
a countermanding order from their
Chief of Staff. Less than 1,000 came
out in response to the orders of Pearse
and Connolly. They fought for five
days, but in the end, the insurrection
was crushed by the British Army,
The end of the revolt led to a whole-

sale execution of the leaders by order,

of the British Cabinet, which included,
of course, a representative of the
Labour Party. In answer to protests
against the apparently unending list of
executions and a demand for their ces-
sation, Asquith: stated that he intended
o stop the shootings. Ar this stage
Connolly was still alwe. The next day
the organ of the Irish geoisie, the

For all this, it is the Connolly of 1916
that 1s remembered today. The Easter
Rising of 1916, was like the Cuban
Revolution today. It was a real and
heroic revolutionary drama, in which
Connolly played a leading role. Yet,
the military failure of the insurrection
was a signal nor for acts of solidarity
with the insurgents, but for attacks
on Connolly for his part in it.

The conference of the British Indepen-
dent Labour Party at Newcastle-upon-
Tyne that year, recorded its condem-
nation of militarism, but included
among the ‘ Militarists ' — Connolly
and the Irish Red Army.

Heavily chauvinist, then as now, the
party of British ‘ socialism ’ was unable
to make a Marxist estimate of Easter
Week. But even some spokesmen of
the Zimmerwald Left took the position
that the insurrection was a ‘ putsch’.

¢ The term * putsch”,” Lenin wrote,
*in the scientific sense of the word may

‘ Irish Independent’ owned by W M
Murphy, chairman of the Dublin Em-
ployers’ Federation and one of the
principal targets of the 1913 Dublin
strike, clamoured for Connolly's blood.
In a leading article entitled ‘The
Clemency Plea,’ it wrote; — * When,
however, we come to some of the ring-
leaders, instigators and fomentors not
yet dealt with, we must make an ex-
ception to the clemency plea. If these
men are treated with too great leniency,
they will take it as an indication of
weakness on the part of the govern-
ment and the consequences may not be
satisfactory. They may be even more
truculent than ever and it is therefore
necessary that society should be pro-
tected against their activity . . . weak-
ness to- such men at this stage may be
fatal. . . . Let the worst of the worst
of the ringleaders be singled out and
aealt with as they deserve.’
On 12 May, the last two signatories
of the Proclamation of the Republic
were executed by firing squad. The
crippled SEAN MACDIARMADA, bus con-
ductor, Left Republican and militant
trade unioni‘:, met his fate standing.
l‘hc wounded Connolly, too ill to
T

be employed only when the attempt
at insurrection has revealed nothing
but a circle of conspirators, or stupid
maniacs and when it has roused no
sympathy among the masses. . . . A
blow delivered against the British im-
perialist bourgeoisie in Ireland has a
hundred times more political signifi-
cance than a blow of equal weight
would have in Asia or Africa. . .. The
dialectics of history are such that small
nations, powerless as an independent
factor in the struggle against imperial-
ism, play a part as one of the ferments,
one of the bacilli, which facilitate the
entry into the arena of the real power
against imperialism, namely the social-
ist proletariat. . . .’

That was Connolly's perspective too.
At the start of the war he had written,
* Starting thus, Ireland may yet light
a fire which will not burn out 'til the
last capitalist bond and debenture will
burn to ashes on the grave of the last
war-lord.”

In 1916 the Ultra-Left typified by the
Socialist Labour Party in the vs and
the 1Lr in England, regarded Connolly
az a deserter from socialism to petty
bourgeois nationalism. Today the same
tendencies are typified by the Com-

N

revolutions with anything more than a
revolutionary rhetoric.

There is, and was a sharp contradiction
between the revolutionary socialism of
Copnolly, and those who subscribe to
that Ultra-Left view of society which

reduces everything to the worker-ver-"

sus-boss conflict for higher wages, who
in fact portray workers as mere ani-
mals, But there were no contradictions
between the revolutionary marxist tra-
dition and Connolly’s actions in 1916.
Both treat the national struggle of
subject nations as an element leading
up to and fusing with the workers
revolution.

To defend Connolly is not to overlook
his mistakes or the weakness of some
of his positions. In his polemic against
Bebel on the question of women, he
was wrong. A study of the role of the
Citizen Army in the Rising reveals a
number of mistakes: The failure to
seize the printing presses, particularly
the ‘Irish Independent’ of W
Murphy (Ircland’s Axel Springer) and
10 use these for the printing of mass
propaganda. The absence of mass
meetings in Republican-held areas. The

failure to scize the Bank of Ireland

and_Trinity College. The rebels also
failed to ‘seize and ration foodstuffs
and cloithing in repubfican-held areas.
Above all Connolly failed to under-
stand the concept of the combat party
acting as a ‘general staff’ for the
working class (Connolly was in good
company in this error—Karl Licb-
knecht, Rosa Luxembourg and Leon
Trotsky, likewise failed to understand
this question at that time.) This meant
that on his death the middle-class were
able to ride the waves of the national
struggle, seize the leadership, behead
and betray the revolution, and in place
of Connolly's Workers’ Republic es-
tablish instead the present semi-de-
tached state.

gﬁonnally‘s writings have been the sub-
ject of a great revival of interest in
Ireland recently. His works are being
recalled for the prophecy they con-
tain: that unless the social system is
changed, little will change.

Gerry Lawless is a leader of the
Irish Workers' Group,
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SDS At A Crossroads

—Jack Weinberg and Kit Lyons-

Austin, Texas, site of the recent SDS National Council meeting (March
27-30), is at least 150rom just about anywhere, or 30 it seems

from the wvantage point of most radical centers. Despite the distance, how-

ever, despite a last minute cancellation and then reconfirmation of the Austin

site, despite the fact that no one seemed to know in advance what was to be

discussed, 1200 SDS members showed up.

It was clear even before the start of the meeting
that the SDS leadership had decided that their task
at the convention was to smash Progressive Labor.
As delegates converged on the YMCA, registration
headquarters, a nervous count was maintained -- how
strong was PL? Would they have a majority? Rumors
flew.

This was the biggest NC (National Council meeting)
IN SDS history, 300 to 400 of those present were
affiliated with the Worker-Student Alliance caucus
(WSA), a grouping within SDS which is politically
close to PL and effectively under their control. The
WSA wore big red buttons saying “Smash Racism”
-- build a worker-student alliance.” They sat to-
gether, and seemed to function as a block on even the
most trivial of questions.

What bound the WSA so tightly together -- a rigid,
mechanical discipline, or the virulent hostility di-
rected toward them by almost eveyone else at the
meeting? It was hard to tell. In any case, the smash
PL perspective of the SDS leadership was soon ac-
cepted by almost all of the remaining 800 or so in
attendance.

Some had come to Austin to continue fights with
the WSA begun at earlier NC's, picked up by follow-
ing New Left Notes (the SDS journal), or carried
over from disputes on their respective campuses,
Some were personally repelled after arrivingin Austin,
by the sectarian, mechanistic, aggressively defensive
image projected by the WSA. Many were caught up
in the “get PL” hysteria which was generated during
the NC

Hostility to PL was the driving force of the entire
meeting: it united the convention in a bloc around
the leadership, it defined the issues of the conven-
tion, and, more fundamentally, it defined the context
in which those issues were debated,

CHANGING CONSCIOUSNESS

‘While the motor force was hostility to PL, the theme
of the meetingwas*“revolutionary communism.” Every-
one at the convention was a “revolutionary,” a Marx-
ist,” a “communist,” or at least wasn't about to deny
it, This tone was very easily established at the first
session. Many arrived with this self-conception,
and the rest leapt to it eagerly, with great excite-
ment,

What the NC reflected, in a highly intensified form,
was the dramatic changes taking place in the char-
acter and consclousness of the radical student move-
ment.

Today, the conscious rejection of bourgeols values
and norms has become an increasingly easy step for
‘many students, particularly those in and around cen-
ters of radical activity, The transition from a -
beral self-conception to the self-image of a revolu-
tionist occurs, these days, with relative ease and speed
-- and is, in many respects, frequently a rather
shallow metamorphosis,

This development is a product of the crisis in
American soclety and the consequent desanctification
of the ideologies which have legitimized the status
quo. Students, floating between the class position
they have inherited from their parents and a future
social role not yet precisely defined, are most acute-
1y sensitive to the crisis, In a society which is de-
caying, it becomes increasingly difficult for them to
find meaning in the roles that soclety prescribes,

ALIENATION AND ISOLATION

The mercurial, tiall «outside-of. il
character of the student movement forces it to seek
out other, more solld soclal forces with which to
identity.

However, the accelerating alienation of large num-
bers of students is occuring at a time in which the
American working class as a whole is still rela-
tively docile, Outside of the student movement, the
most intense social struggle in the United States is
the national struggle of black and other third world
peoples -- and while white students can support these
struggles, they cannot enter them.

This isolation of the radical student movement from
any militant mass movement in the society at large
has generated a hot-house atmosphere within it. Fan-
tasy and romanticism run wild.

Very often, romantic revolutionism resonates with
the liberalism it only yesterday replaced. *“Revolu-
tionary values” are often merely liberal values re-
versed or stood on their head -- with pluses and mi-
nuses interchanged but the underlying methodology in-
tact. Alternatively, the rejection of liberal method-
ology can lead to the rejection of all methodology,

to the rejection of any attempt at systematic, coher-
ent thought and analysis.

Nevertheless, for the first time in many years.
there exists in the United States a sizable audience
for revolutionary ideas -- indeed, there is a hunger
for revolutionary ideas. A new revolutionary more-
ment is coming into existence. It lacks roots, it
lacks traditions, it lacks stability -- but it is grow-
ing.

The SDS today is the national organizational mani-
festation of the new stage of development of the stu-
dent movement, It suffers from all the diseases of

the general student left, and suffers them at a high-
er temperature, It is increasingly sectarian and
isolated from the majority of students, But unless
and until it becomes,so superheated it explodes, SDS
will be the cauldron in which America’s new rey-
olutionary cadres will be developed.

At the present time, in the throes of working out
a revolutionary perspective, the movement has turned
inward upon itself. As it clarifies its ideas and
gains self-confidence, it can open up the possibility
of turning outward once again -- to build toward a
mass revolutionary that can 'm the
whole society.

The intensive factional struggle at the NC in Austin
was a step toward the process of ideological self-
definition that must be carried on if the SDSis to
put itself together on a new basis,

The National Collective is a semi-caucus of the
SDS national leadership, held together both by its role
as leader of the opposition to PL and by its organi-
zational control of SDS.. Much of its politics have
developed out of expediency in its struggle with PL,
according to the cardinal rule: “Whatever PL says,
elther adopt it or move to ‘the left’ of it,*

At the NC, the National Collective chose the ground

&

Moses Hall sit-in
Berkeley
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from which PL was to be attacked. The issue was
black nationalism (one of PL’s favorites); the vantage
point was, again, “from the left.”

It was in the context of trying to establish itself
on the left that the National Collective set out, not
only to out-Mao PL, but to out-Stalin it. To be left
is to be Bad -- to slap the face of bourgeols values,
What could be badder, more exciting, more radical,
than being a Stalinist?

Joe Stalin was the most quoted man at the conven-
tion. Supporters of the National Collective went so
far as to accuse PL of not having read their Stalin
carefully -- of being (God forbid) Trotskyites, and
not good Stalinists at all.

For many of those in Austin, of course, their Stal-
inism was only skin deep. It was so much fun watch-
ing PL be ridiculed and get smashed that there was
quite a temptation to ignore the content of the things
that were being sald. For many, the convention be-
came a form of participatory theatre, in which the
content of what was golng on was less important than
the action,

However, it would be a mistake to try to reduce
the resurrection of Joe Stalin to an adolescent yen
to be shocking, or to a misplaced eagerness to beat
PL at its own game, It is a logical outgrowth of the
Maoism, the Ho Chi Minh cult, and, to a lesser ex-
tent, the Castrolsm, that pervade almost the entire
left.

The roots of Stalln’s  reemergence must be traced
to the tragic {solation of radical students in US
soclety, Totally alienated from the established so-
cial order, in search of a revolutionary pecspective
and yet cut off from any on-going mass opposition,
it has been only too easy for the US Left to cast
longing glances elsewhere for its own salvation.

The problem is that US revolutionaries, familiar
only with one of the most politically backward working
classes in the world, have tended -- despite all the
recent talk about an orientation toward the working
class -- to lost sight of any perspective focused on
an internal transformation of the soclety by its own
rank-and-file.

The revolutionary socialist strategy worked out by
Marx and Engels was based upon the conception of
the working class as a social group of a new type:
that is, the first mass social force that could take
conscious control of society in its own name,

For Marx, socialism was democratic collectivism,
established by a revolutionary transformation of soci-
ety by the people from below: the conquest of polit-
ical power by the workers as an organized, conscious
class; the conversion of their organs of struggle into
democratic, proletarian forms of social control; the
socialization of the means of production and the re-
or of the y in terms of usefulness,
not profit king; the impl tation of direct, pop-
ular control over the institutions of society which im-
pinge upon their lives; the evolution toward a class-
less society in which all forms of violence and coer-
clon can be abolished,

But the rejection of bourgeols norms and values
does not automatically lead to adoption of a socialist
perspective, Intellectuals have a choice of roles to
fplny in the social struggle, and there is today an alter-
native resolution of the crisis of capitalism which can
have a tremendous appeal -- a bureaucratic version
of collectivism, precisely the antithesis of what Marx
had in mind.

In every country in the world, virtually all poli-
tical and social power {s concentrated in institutions
dominated by a relatively small group of people:
a capitalist class, which owns and controls corpor-
ate private property; or a collectivist bureaucracy,
which controls the state which owns the means of
production, 3 X

It i1s easy enough for intellectuals who have re-
jected bourgeois society to identify with its compet-
itor, a bureaucratic ruling class which “serves the
people.” A of the Y, “The enemy
of my enemy is my friend” (patriotism in reverse),
allows U.S. imperialism to define (negatively) the
models toward which revolutionaries should aspire.

A real pull is exerted by the image of the be

“The emancipationsof the working classes must be
conquered by the working classes themselves” -- this
was the @;d sentence in the rules ‘Marx wrote for
the First International, and H.was the first princi-
ple of his work -- as it was of the work of Lenin,
Trotsky, Luxemburg, Debs and others. It is dia-
metrically opposed to the elitist machinations of the
latter-day, comic-opera Stalinists that have surfaced
in recent months.

The Maoism-Stalinism rampant in the new left is
the other side of the coin of a fundamental lack of

fid in the re ry of the work-

ing class,

This critical weakness was clearly illustrated by
the debates about black nationalism that dominated
the SDS National Council.

At the previous NC, in Ann Arbor, Michigan, a
WSA-PL sponsored resolution entitled “Fight Racism;
Build a Worker-Student Alliance; Smash Imperialism”
was adopted by a narrow margin. Put forwardas
the political program responsible for the San Fran-
cisco State strike (no non-WSA SF State SDSers
were at Ann Arbor to contradict the story), it argued,
“Defeat Nationalism”:

“Nationalism has replaced pacifism as the main
ideological weapon of the ruling class within the Black
Liberation Movement. Nationalism is used to divert
Third World people from struggle on a class basis
and from making alllances with white workers and
students.” 4

ments are designed to propagate nationalism nogonly
among Black students, but among Black workeTs as

well.”

This forthright opposition to black nationalism is
consistent with PL's overall approach to racism,
Racism for PL is imposed upon society through the
propagation of myths and prejudices. The ruling class
does this for two reasons: (1) in order to steal an
extra $22 billion in surplus profits from black work-
ers; and (2) in order to divide the working class to
prevent it from uniting against the bosses.

The droll caricature of Marxist economics which
has been included in the PL perspective (Seven-plus
million black workers earn an average of $3,000 per
year less white workers; therefore, if raeism
didn’t exist the ruling class would have to pay out
about $22 billicn more in wages ) should not be allowed
to divert attention from the more substantial flaws
in their position. W

PL argues that since working class umity is in
the interest of the entire working class, the struggle
against racism (purged of the evil nationalist influ.
ences propagated by the ruling class) is in fact noth-
ing other than a class struggle. As a result, they im-
ply that racism can be destroyed merely by informing
the white working class that the struggle against
racism is objectively in their interests,

What PL fails to understand {is the fact that racism
is less a plot than a system -- an integrated com-
plex of institutions that permeates the whole society,

~
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The Ann Arbor resolution added, however, “Be-
cause of the special superexploitation of Black People,
their struggle is now national in form and working
class in content, Thus, at SF State there was a sep-
arate TWLF (Third World Liberation Front),”

Between the Ann Arbor and the Austin meetings, the
PL line had hardened. Following out the logic of their

lent, sophisticated, beloved ruler, who knows the inter-
ests of the people even better than they do themselves;
who often has to protect the people from their own’
ignorance and defend their true interests from mis-
takes they might make; who feels obliged to abolish
the “forms” of democracy -- like the right to strike,
and the right to organize against his benevolent poli~
cles, the policies of the party that rules for the people;
but who provides instead the “substance” of democra-
cy -- anticipatory democracy, the democracy of rulers
who make the decisions which the poeple would have
made if only they were smart enough.

anti sm, PL r several of the the 15
demands of the SF State TWLF, now seen as national
in content as well as form. According to the WSA
resolution presented at Austin:

“The revisionist approach 1is to ralse demands
that are themselves an attack on Black workers, such
as Black Studies Departments under student ‘con-
trol’, Black ad s, Black students judiciar-
ies, etc. These demands, while they may allow us
to challenge racist ideas (so does the demand for
Black cops), and carry a facade of militaney, are in
essence nothing but anti-working class, nationalist
student power demands. . .. Black Studies Depart-

Black people as a section of the working class are
indeed superexploited; but black people as a national
minority are also specially oppressed. And white
workers, as a part of white society, participate in
that oppression.

It must be recognized that racist attitudes among
white workers can be reinforced by material threats
and privileges at the shop floor level -- so long as
no militant class movement is fighting for the needs
of workers as a group. Worker-Student Alliance
supporters at Austin consistently tried to deny that
white workers participate in the oppression of black
workers, just as they tried to deny that individual
members of the working class can ever have short-
term needs which run counter to the interests of the
class as a whole

It is on the basis of a nationalist consciousness that
the current struggle against the special oppression of
blacks is being waged. - Even within the shops, the
struggle against the special oppression and exploita-

Black Labor
Conference
- Mike Parker -

The fact that the Black movement continues

scored on April 26th by a meeting in Oakland,
California,

The meeting was called as a revolutionary
labor conference to explore the possibilities of
an alliance between the Black Panther Party
and the League of Revolutionary Black Workers,
which has organized large sections of the Black
working class in Detroit. While concrete organ~
izational relationships were not discussed, the

it pr by the s from the
two groups seemed to indicate that they are
moving in a similar direction.

John Watson, a member of the Central Staff
of the LRBW and editor of the South End-- and
an extremely controversial figure in Detroit--

to change and develop at a rapid rate was under-

gave a brilliant pr which on
and tied together the contradictions of the Amer-
ican economy, the history of rank-and-file strug-
gle against the labor bureaucracy, and the his-
tory of blacks in the labor movement,

Watson put forward the perspective of organ-
izing Black workers into their own organiza-
tions, in recognition of the fact that * Black work-
ers face a special form of oppression.” It must
be understood, he argued, that capitalism uses
racism to divide the working class, and that
“many white workers have come to feel that they
want to maintain their privileged position.”

At the same time, Watson opposed any im-
pulse to write off white workers. The League,
he said, has encouraged white workers to form
their own organizations, which can struggle in
their own behalf and which in the long run could
join in a with the revolut y Black
workers groups.

He pointed out that although Black revolution-
aries can not at this time really work with most
white workers, because of their racism, white
radicals could. Watson criticized a group of
white radicals in one plant because.their only
action was to respond to and support the Black
workers, rather than organizing whites into a
group that could ultimately work in coalition with
the Blacks in opposition to capitalism,

Watson's orientation toward whites was espec-
fally significant since it contrasted with the pub-

Hcati. and e of the League, which some-
times include anti-white and racist anti-Polish
statements.

The Black Panther presentations by Bobby Se-
ale, David Hilliard and Masai (introduced as the
Political Theorist of the BPP) were indications
of the great changes the Panther point of view
has been undergoing jn the past few months.
In contrast to the slogans of national liberation,
the use of the colonial analogy, and terms like
~hite mother country-- all of which were pop-
ularized by Eldridge Cleaver-- the themes of all
three speakers were “the correct Marxist-Lenin-
ist ideology,” proletarian internationalism, and
the class struggle.

“We have to fight racism, not with more rac-
ism, but with solidarity,” said Seale, “We have
to fight capitalism, not with Black capitalism,
but with soclallsm,” Seale said the Black Pan-
ther Party had already begun putting forward
socialist programs in the Breakfast for Child-
ren program the Panthers are sponsoring in a
number of cities, the community control of po-
lice igns, and the establ of 1iber-
ation schools.

Taken as a whole, the conference presenta-
tions reflect important changes in the direc-
tion of the Black movement,

In the next issue of the IS, we will try to an-
alyze in detail the background and implications
of these developments.
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tion of black workers is organized on the basis of
a nationalist consciousness,

PL’s opposition to nationalism, and the !hg{eu.
‘cal mish-mash they were forced to come  up with
in order to justify their stance, is capable of gener-
ating nothing but confusion, particularly among PL’s
own members and friends.

Blind to the real live working class (to its poten-
tial for independent struggle as well as to its deep-
rooted racism), PL has been swept up in its own myth,
Its belief, that racism can be ended simply by PL's
preaching to the workers against it, is cut from the
same mold &s the liberal appeal to the “consclence
of the nation” put forward by the old civil rights
movement. This kind of top-down, bureaucratic ap-
proach is of a plece with PL’s whole politics.

PL’s rejection of nationalism finds its antithesis
in the politics of the National Collective. For them,
the national struggle is everything, Referencesto the
working class, though scattered throughout their docu-
ments, politically amount to little more than window
dressing.

The terms “class struggle,” “class content,” etc.,
either are used simply as expressions of political
approval or refer to national struggles, The fight
for black liberation at home, and wars of national
liberation abroad, are viewed as identical phenomena,
and as essentially the only struggles in the world.

According to the National Collective resolution,

“~the Black Panther Party: Toward the Liberation
of the Colony,” “The sharpest struggles in the world
today are those of the oppressed nations against im-
perialism and for national liberation, Within this
country, the sharpest struggle is that of the black
colony for liberaticn; it is a struggle which by its
very nature is anti-imperialist and increasingly anti-
capitalist. The demand for self-determination for the
black colony -- a demand which arises from the
most oppressed elements within the black commun-
ity -- is anti-imperialist and anti-capitalist insofar
as it challenges the power of the ruling class. Fur-
thermore the black liberation movement consciously
identifies with and expresses solidarity with the 1ib-
eration struggles of other oppressed peoples,”

As the National Collective sees it, *The bldck
is the true anti-capitalist leadership, is the struggle
to which all working people must be won if the op-
pressor is to be defeated,”

As is often the case, the underlying politics of
their point of view stood out most clearly, not in
their resolutions, but in the debate and

&

politics of desperation. It sees the over
bulk of white America as hopeless, and therefore
turns tq others to bring the system down,

Not surprisingly, the belief that the American rev-
olution will be brought about by national liberation
struggles abroad, in conjunction with the black move-
ment at home (and with a little help from their
friends), leads to a romanticization of the black
struggle, with very unfortunate consequences.

Not only supporters of the National Collective,
but many independent SDSers argued that the na-
tional struggles of blacks were only to be supported
if those struggles were led by conscious revolution-
aries, Vs
On the contrary, whenever an oppressed people
express their opposition to their oppressors through
a politically independent struggle, it is the obliga-
tion . of revolutionaries to support them -- without
first deciding whether or not their consciousness is
high enough to meet a predetermined set of stan-
dards.

The question that should be asked is whether or
not what is presented as a politically independent
expression of resistance to oppression is in fact
that and not a cover for something else. We refuse,
for example, to support black democrats because,
while they claim to speak for their own communi-
ties, they front for the ruling class at the same time
through its institution, the Democratic Party.

Moreover, our obligation to support national strug-
gles does not predetermine the form our support will
take, We not only have a right, we have an obliga-
tion to-make constructive criticisms and suggestions
when we belleve errors are being made -- so long
as we make it clear that we are not bidding for lead-
ership in their movement.

But white revolutionaries and radicals do not have
the right to d d re ry consci asa
prerequisite for granting support to the legitimate
struggles of blacks and other third world peoples
who are standing up to their oppressors.

Nor should white revolutionaries who are support-
ing a legitimate third world struggle feel obliged
to project (in their minds)a revolutionary conscious-
ness into the leadership of the struggle if none exists.

The following item, reprinied in its entirety, is from
PG&E PROGRESS, March, 1969

Groove With
Pacific Gas and Electric

THESE DAYS if you should call PG&E to come

and do its thing, you might possibly get—instead of
a serviceman in a tan uniform—these five young men
playing “Cry, Cry, Cry” or some other number.
For Pacific Gas and Electric is no longer metely the~
nation’s largest gas and electric utility—it is also the
name of a new Los Angeles-based blues group.
PC&E is already drawing critical acclaim in dis-
! cotheques and ballrooms across the country—them,
that is, not us. And how can they miss? Those who
don’t groove to that kind of music can at least dig
the name.

During the Berkeley TWLF strike, for inst: 3
the radical movement talked itself into believing that
the TWLF had a consistent revolutionary conscious-
ness, As a result, the white support groups tended
not only to be uncritical of TWLF errors, they even
to pass them off as the fruit of a new lev~

on the floor, In the words of one of the theoreti-
clans of the National Collective, “Revolutionary na-
tionalism equals proletarian internationalism equal
Marxism-Leninism.” £

A less sophisticated defender of the National Col-
lective told the whole story in the course of a discus-
sion on how white workers should relate to militant
blacks in the shops. “You are a white American
chauvinist, not an internationalist,” he said to an op-
ponent of the National Collective. *“You must look
to the world proletariat. The Americafi working
class 1s bourgeoisified, it i1s no longer relevant,”

The SDS national leadership -- which made the
repudiation of the PL’s resolution on nationalism the
main battle at Austin -- has gone straight away to
the exact opposite extreme. Where PL condemns
nationalism and refuses to recognize the special op-
pression of black people, the National Collective re-
duces the revolution to national liberation and uses
the special oppression of black people and the racist
consciousness of white workers as a pretext for es-
sentially writing off the white working class.

Even when supporters of the National Collective ad-
dress themselves specifically to the problem of organ-
izing white workers, they turn it into another kind
of support action for the black liberation struggle,
A National Collective resolution on working class
organizing in Detroit was set in the following con-
text:

“Unless we recognize the urgency of fighting white
supremacy by building the material strength of the
white movement to be a conscious, organized, mobil-
ized fighting force capable of giving real support to
the black liberation struggle, we will be deserting the
most advanced leadership of that struggle to the free
hand of the ruling class.” =

“Thus, the urgency of broadening the movement to
more proletarian sections of white industrial work-
ers and youth is not because in some way concern
with the white working class is an alternative polit-
ical direction from support for the black struggle.
Rather, it is a necessary extension of the support.”

The politics of the National Collective must be
seen as the politics of alienated intellectuals with
no real hope for a workers' revolution. Itis a

el of revolutionary brilllance. When it became clear
that the strike had been undermined in part by polit-
ical errors of judgement made by the TWLF lead-
ership on the basis of liberal {llusions, many white
radical supporters felt bitter and betrayed.
Romanticization of blacks, is in many ways the
flip side on the coin of racism. And in listening to
many of the former romantics at Berkeley express
their feelings of betrayal, one could almost hear the
coin flipping back, The belief that blacks are going
to make the revolution for us has led to the very ugly
notion that all blacks who are not fully conscious
revolutionaries are traitors, to be despised.

‘The opposite but parallel methodologies of PL and
the National Collective each in their own way repre-
sents a de facto capitulation to the status quo, and
a guarantor of continued racism,

. What both PL and the SDS national leadership fail _

to understand is that working-class anti-racism is
not learned by being convinced in the abstract that
racism is bad, but as a byproduct of whites working
together with blacks in a struggle for goals meaning-
ful to both in a material sense. It is a middle class
myth to believe that anti-racism education can by
itself solve the problem of racism.

A major buttress of racism has been the failure
of white workers to fight for their own demands;
workers who are not struggling actively in their own
self-interest as workers become cynical and conser-
vative. The job that must be done is to help break
the white labor movement out of the trough of bureau-
cratism and apathy that it has been mired in,

Anti-racism has never been, and cannot be, the motor
force of white organizing. It can, however, be a re-
WSult, If whites begin fighting militantly for their
own demands, they will need allies, and the only
mass ally available is the black community. If the
black community has, in the meantime, organized it-
self independently -- set an example of militancy and
determination -- then all the racist prejudices in
the world are unlikely to forestall an alliance,

But PL and the National Collective seem incapa-
ble of coming to grips with the kind of stormy coa-

litlon from below that must be built if we are to
take advantage of the potential -- and avoid the threat
-- of our times. Alliances in action between self-
activiated, self-conscious groups are totally foreign
to the kind of manipulative, authoriatrian politics
that the “new left Stalinists” have been steeped in,

There were barely a handful at the convention who
vocally protested the rehabilitation of Joe Stalin, Bare-
ly a murmur was heard of the concept of participa-
tory democracy which once dominated SDS,

As SDS members are radicalized, they see the
world of revolutionaries as divided into two camps,
the WSA and the National Collective, and they are
told they must choose between them.

Nevertheless, the political basis for a non-Stalinist
genuinely revolutionary tendency does exist with SDS,
There were many who were uncomfortable at the
swing to a new brand of conservatism, radical only
in the sense of being opposed to American imperi-
alism, but reactionary from the polnt of view of the
international working class.

Toward the close of the Austin meeting, during the
discussion of a rather and self. r Y
resolution, “The Schools Must Serve the People,”
many delegates rebelled against the raflroad of the
meeting by the National Collective, Although the
motion eventually carried, by three votes, repre-
sentatives of at least a dozen chapters announced they
were going to work out their own documents before
the next NC.

Austin may well prove to be the last SDS NC in
which the struggle between the National Collective
and PL defines all politics, There was a widespread
feeling that currents distinet from both PL and the
National Collective must be bullt. Although everyone
is rightfully leery of bullding another bloc simply
on the basis of opposition to existing blocs, there
is every reason to hope that healthy revolutionary
groupings may begin to crystallize in the coming
months,

We welcome this sifting out within ut movement,
All the bad tendencies inherent in movement Maoism
are working th 1ves out in an i ingly expli-
cit form. As the underlying elitist politics of PL and
the National Collective come to the surface, they can
be more easily exposed -- and the giant work of build-
ing ar ry=~d atic, working-cl social-
ist movement in this country can proceed.

As the swamp dries up, it can be safely crossed
over and left behind.

Political
Gangsterism

- Arthur Lipow -

On the night of October 19, 1968, around 12:30
am, three heavy-set, well-dressed men broke
into the apartment of David Kemnitzer, a Berk-
eley SDS activist, pulled a gun, dragged him out
of bed, and proceeded to Kkick, beat, pistol-
.whip and stomp him until he passed out.

Kemnitzer required seven stiches and suffered
a severe concussion and a minor skull fracture.
The doctor told him he was lucky to be alive.

Who were these thugs? Off-duty cops on a
midnight spree? Fascist or right-wing opponents
of the movement? No -- they were self-styled
left-wingers, friends or members of Progressive
Labor (PL),

What was Kemnitzer's crime? Had he vde-

nounced PL to the FBI? Had he scabbed during
a strike? No -- his ‘‘crime’’ was to write,
and distribute at an SDS meeting, leaflets lam-
pooning PL -- leaflets signed with PL’s name,
but clearly satirical.

As the thugs entered Kemnitzer's apartment,
one of them warned him: ¢‘Our friends in PL
don’'t like the leaflets you've been writing, If
you write another one, we'll kill you’’ Then
they nearly did just that.

Is it possible that these gangsters were only
claiming to act for PL, that they were actually
provocateurs, trying to stir up trouble? Such
possibilities were soon put to rest when, the
very next day, PL members, rather than de-
nouncing this gangsterism, openly justified and
applauded it.

The PL newspaper, Challenge, went one step
further in December, when it took political re-
sponsibility for the attack by publishing a threat-
ening article entitled *A Word to the Wise,”

“But just to show that God is just,” it gloated,
“one of the ring-leaders of this group (of anti-
PL SDS members, i.e,, Kemnitzer and his friends)

suffered a seriousaccident after the second leaflet
appeared. It seems he fell out of bed in the mid-.

dle of the night and injured his head in several
places, While he was falling, it seems he had
a bad dream and imagined some people calling
themselves ‘Ifriends of PL’ had come to visit
him and suggest the leaflets be halted.”

" ated,

Cynical words -- of a plece with the infamous
police epitaph, “shot while attempting toescape,”

This 1s not the first time that PL has insti-
gated or defended similar  actions, In 1967,
and again {n 1969, members of the Young Soc-
{alist Alllance were attacked by PL members
for handing out YSA leaflets at meetings organ-
ized by PL,

PL has‘introduced into the New Left tactics
ploneered by the Stalinists in the twenties and
thirties, when r y socialist 8
were beaten and even murdered by CP thugs,

We are not so nalve as to believe that the
recent incidents are mere “mistakes” or “ex-
cesses”. Such actlons flow organically from
PL’s Stalinist-Maolst politics -- politics which
make them not a part of the left, not a part
of the revolutionary soclalist movement, but
representatives of a reactionary and totalitarian
approach to the crisis of world society--anti-
capitalist, to be sure, but at the same time,
hostile to proletarian democracy and socialism
itself.

Genuine supporters of proletarian democracy,
all those working for the rebirth of a revolu-
tionary socfalist movement in the United States,
must together put PL on notice., Each day brings
another attack upon the left by the power struc-
ture; repressfon from “within,” by ostensible
supporters of the movement, cannot be toler-
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Katherine Gerchow and Beth Greenstein- New York

You’ve Come a

... to get
where you've
got to, today
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orty-nine years after the granting of female suffrage, the position of

women has improved very little.
of women to men in all of the crucial

the institutionalized subordination
areas of social and economic life.

Legal equality has scarcely disturbed

bably even more endemic among black liberation groups
than they are in the movement at large (symbolic
is the fact that the Black Panthers have named Kath-
leen Cleaver Secretary, not )ylnlster, of Communi-
cations).

The existence of all these forms of oppression 1_s
hardly news-- at least to many women. What has
been news in the last several months is the rapid

* growth of a women's liberation movement.

FEMININE MYSTIQUE

The first shot was fired by Betty Freidan in
The Feminine Mystique, In 1966, Freidan and others
d the National Orj tion for Women, a well-
organized group of business and professional women,
NOW picked up where the womer’s suffrage move--
ment left off, hoping to extend the reforms achieved
early in this century to such areas as abortion law
repeal, equal pay for equal work, and an end to job
discrimination, They envision those reforms as taking
place within the context of the present socfal system,
Their emphasis is less on direct action than on lob-
bying.

Publicity given to the activities of NOW helped
raise the question of women’s liberation in the minds
of radical women, Bringing to bear a consciousness
formed in the course of civil rights, anti-war and
student struggles, they made a connection between
the demands of women and the need for revolution-
ary social change. It was radical women who first
drew (and sometimes overdrew) an analogy between
race and sex oppression, who distinguished between
male chauvinism (attitudinal) and male supremacy (in-
str tal), who a on women’s co-
vert co-operation in their own oppression.

Women radicals soon began to form caucuses to
agitate for equality within the movement, Tired of
always being the typist, the sign-painter, the provi-
sioner of food or sex-- never the theorist or writer
or leader-- they saw that male chauvinism had per-
meated the movement, and that even movement wo-
men had internalized belief in their dependent role.
The “movement chick®” was a Betsy Ross, with an
oc€asional chance to be a Molly Pitcher.

THREE SCHOOLS

There are roughly three main. schools of thought
within the women's liberation movement: the consci-

As workers, women are super-exploited. In their,

roles as mothers, and as sexual beings, women are
oppressed. Their psychological oppression cuts ac-
ross class lines to encompass all' women in the lar-
gest oppressed “minority” in the country,

Women workers are concentrated in menial jobs
and unorganized industries (in 1962, three-fifths of
working women had clerical, serviceor operative jobs).
Thelr median Income is only 50%-60% that of men
within the same occupations,

Only 25 states have equal-pay-for-equal-work laws,
and these are not enforced. Part-time work, which
many mothers prefer, carries no job benefits, Wo-
men are everywhere forbidden to work under certain
shop conditions and during certain hours, They con-
stitute a reserve army of labor that can be called
upon to fill jobs vacated by men during war, or used
against org workers their diti
forces them to accept lower pay.

Employers justify their policies by pointing to fe-
male unreliability on the job. In fact, a Public Health
Service study in 1963-64 showed the absentee rate for
women to be slightly LOWER than that for men.

The job status of black women, who are multiply
oppressed as blacks, as women, and as workers,
is lowest of all. The high school tracking system,
with its attendant drop-out rate as high as 60% in
some Harlem schools, trains black girls for domes-
tic, hospital and dietary work, for factory jobs and
service occupations (“beauty” culture, ete.).

As mothers, women are oppressed by their pre-
scribed function as unpaid laborers in the home.
Before marriage, they are conditioned by the univer-
sal expectation that, whether they work or not, they
must first and foremost be adept and enthusiastic
homemakers. Women's work outside the home is
persistently viewed as a hobby or luxury, although
Department of Labor statistics show that most wo-
men who work do so from economic necessity.

The United States is the only industrialized nation
in the world that does not provide public day-care
services. This means_that many women are pre-
vented from working at all-- and that those who do
must devote much of their income to babysitting fees,
Job or no job, the socially valuable work of child
care and upbringing devolves almost exclusively upon
the mother.

Women as sexual beings are subject to intolerable
harassment, State control over the sexual and re-
productive roles of women is one of the most ob-
trusive aspects of their unique oppression.

For example, in spite of the public-relations build-
up of the Pill as an emancipator of women, the fact
is that education for birth control, and the facili-
ties for providing it, are largely non-existent out-

side of the private doctor’s office, Young unmar-
ried girls have no legal access to birth control de-
vices whatsoever.

The result is hundreds of th

raisers, the separatists, and the SDS ten-
dency.

The consclousness-raising approach began as a kind
of group therapy. It feeds off the understandable
of women at being able to talk about them-

of
and often tragic pregnancies (pregnant high school
girls-- married or not-- are thrown out of school,
while their male partners continue to attend; for
that matter, pregnant teachers are out of a job after
the first few months).

Repressive abortion laws canonize the subjugation
of women (one suspects that an underlying motive
of the Catholic clergy in opposing abortion is their
belief in the primacy of the “rights” of a possibly
male embryo over the rights of a grown woman),

Many middle-class women become aware of their
oppression for the first time when they experience
the humiliation and agony of an {llegal abortion-- of
which over a million are performed in this country
every year.,

Statistics on the comparative death rates from il-
legal abortion underline the graduated nature of wo-
men’'s oppression. The death rate in New York of
Puerto Rican women is 4.7 times that of white women;
that of black women is eight times as high, Any fa-
talities at all-- let alone this harvest of death-- are
nothing short of murder: abortion under clinical con-
ditions is safer than tonsillectomy. Almost alllegal
abortions are performed in private hospitals for af-
fluent white women,

Female nature is defined in accordance with wo-
men’'s soclally prescribed dependent role, Sexual
definitions are codified in terms of “complimentary”
qualities-- a division of emotional labor, so to speak,
between men and women. Where men are aggres-
sive, women are passive, where men are

selves at last, after years of agitating in ®other peo-
ple’s causes.” Solidarity arises out of an intricate
procedure of group criticism, challenge, and testi-
mony.  Relating to the rest of the soclety is large-
1y a matter of “zap actions” and media assults, Such
activities are valuable primarily to those individuals
engaged in them. b

The separatist tendency has received a lot of pub-
licity in the East. While accepting the need for a rev-
olutionary transformation of society (at least rhetor-
ically), the separatists divide themselves out from the
movement by dividing all women from men, They
fall back on small closed groups and alternative insti-
tutions for t selves, within the framework of the
present society,

The SDS tendency is the most political of the three,
The intr to the r on women passed
at the last national council meeting notes the fact
that in the absence of a conscious struggle for
women’'s liberation, a socialist revolution could take
place which maintained the secondary status of women.

The SDS action programs are largely oriented to-
ward women workers: a campaign to bring the wages of
female university employees up to the level of men’s;
2 struggle for women’s equality in educational insti~
tutions where working class women are trained; a fight
against juvenile court, girls’ homes, womer's deten-
tion centers and prisons, family court, welfare in-
justices, Levi-Strauss, etc.; andademand for the teach-
l':g of the history of women’s struggles and an end to

e

women are emotional, and so on through a long 1ist
of such analytic, ; direct/vicarious;
T ; sexual /sexual objects,

ete,

In the enforcement of these psychological norms,
the skills, physical capacities and intellectual devel-
opment of female children are arbitrarily limited.
(As a current screen heroine wryly remarks, the
only muscle that's well developed in girls is the thigh
muscle they exert to keep their legs obediently pressed
together,) Boys are encouraged to be interested in
everything, but girls are expected to be mainly in-
terested in boys.

Many artifacts of this conditioning are as absurd
as they are arrogant; *“Toyota doesn't believe that
a woman’s legs were made to struggle with a clutch,
or her arms to struggle with a stick shift...” begins
a current TV ad,

Black women are at the bottom of the psycholo-
gical ladder, too. Male chauvinist attitudes are pro-

tice of steering women into ancil-
lary occupations,

No group has yet directed enough attention to the dy-
namics of household oppression and the wastage of wom-
en tied down in small family units. Work should be- -
gin on a program to end the unnecessary drudgery en-
talled by the isolated household, to demand an equit-
able distribution of basic household labor among house-
hold s, to offer socialized h k and child
care. A crucial demand should be for public day-care
centers, and trade union day-care centers established
at workplaces.

The oppression of women is very deeply rootedin the
present structure of U.S. society; it will take more than
sentiment to bring it to an end, Every movement for
a general social transformation, and the revolutionary
socialist movement in particular, must be prepared to
take up the demand for women’ s liberation, At the same
time, the independent struggle for women's liberation
must of necessity open up new cracks in the found-
ations of the status quo.
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Long Way, Baby

< :

Leslye Russell — Berkeley

Whistling girls and crowing hens, never come to any good ends,” my grand-
mother told me after I had practiced for two weeks. David, next door,
could whistie, but crowing hens end up in the soup, and my grandmother was

probably right about whistling girls too.

She was telling me that there is a “place” for girls,
and whistling is a sign that you're not in it, Nowadays,
we would probably say that there was something wrong
with its hormones if a hen were found to be crowing,
1 kept on whistling, but I've noticed guiltily that not
many girls do-- and 'm damn mad that I can't whistle
in public without worrying about my hormones,

Penis envy-- that's what they told me when I was
a little older, If there ever was slavery in a slogan,
that's it. Penis envy is the notion whereby girls who
do unfeminine things, like think, read, or agitate, are
suspect, Later in life there is this business about
ambivalence towards one’s own sex, or rejecting the
woman’s role-- all that is supposed to explain a lot
about rebellious women,

It's not that men don’t have their problems too.
They are not only expected to carry the burdens of
the world at large, thcy are expected to carry the bur-
den of the dependent female as well. They must be
rational, logical, stoical, intelligent and hard-working.
Stumble once, and their very manhood is questioned,

If 1 were a man [ would welcome a little help from
an intelligent, rational and logical woman, Clearly,the
liberation of women from the debilitating myths about
their nature is at the same time the liberation of men
from the -terrible burdens of being *super-men.”

EXPLOITATION AND OPPRESSION

Why, then, is a separate women's liberation move-
ment necessary? Why is this an immediate polit-
ical question rather than a matter of the condition
of mankind which can only be changed under socialism?
It seems to me that there are two aspects to the prob-
lem,

In the first place, economically, women as workers
are super-exploited; they get less pay for the same
work, they are excluded from certain jobs, and they
do more of the shit work of the society (and of the
Movement, for that matter).

In the second place, women as women are oppres-
sed, Their potentialities and abilitles as human in-
dividuals are systematically stunted and distorted.
Sexual subordination creates conditions which are di-

rectly oppressive to women-- the abortion laws, pros- —

titution, maternal burdens, etc. Moreover, womenhave
not struggled on their own behalf because they have
largely internalized the sexual mores and myths of
their society.

Women are becoming a larger and larger section
of the working class, while more and more of the wom-
en in the population work. In 1965, 35% of the work-
ing class in this country were women, and 37% of the
female population worked, (From this you can see that
there are more women than men-- about four million
more in 1965.)The percentage of men in the working
class has now stabilized, and 1s expected to decrease
in 1970. Thus, the organization of working women
must be central to any consideration of a soclalist,
or even a militant trade unionist, perspective,

For any given occupation, women make only 40 to
60% of what men make, And not only do women earn
less than men do for the same jobs at the ;:re?ent

»l0 escape it in struggling against the male leader-
ship in their own unions. In union locals led by women
there is a continuous problem of their not being taken
seriously by the state and national male leadership.

In convention after convention, male leadership cav-
alierly ignores the positions of women delegates. They
are attended to only as possible bed partners for the
evening. It ism't so surprising that many women in
the labor movement have consciously become “unsexy”
in an effort to be listened to rather than looked at.

The problem of “sexiness” illustrates the oppression
of women that goes far beyond the superexploitation
of women as workers. There are two kinds of sex-
iness-- good and bad,

The good kind is a celebration of one’s essence as
a woman-- the joy of sex, bearing children, and the
freedom to display what one is. The bad kind is the
underarm deodorant, false eyelashes, mindless movie
star, staple-in-the-navel play-girl, eternal youth-bitch-
goddess syndrome. The second is a source of sexual
and psychological oppression,

Office secretaries who are making $2.50 an hour are
expected to dress like milllonairesses, They have been
told, and they believe, that their worth is all on the
outside. No matter if you have toeat beans for a week,
you still don't come to work with a run in your nylons,

If you expect to “get ahead,” the facade mustn’t slip
for a minute. You were hired in the first place for
your looks, not your abilities, If for once you come
to work without the make-up, the clothes, the nylons,
you have given the whole show away. You'll never
make it to private secretary, or the nirvana of a non-
service job,

“You've come a long way, baby,” says the ad. They
hope they re selling cigarettes, but what they’'re really
talking about is sex. They re alluding tothe great sex-
ual revolution. Madison Avenue knows a good thing
when they see it, Buy all this stuff like Vagina Slims,
and you can be a part of the swinging generation too.

Such an obvious target for the left, and yet the New
Left groups, and especially the underground press,
have embraced the “sexual revolution” as if it were
the answer to a maiden’s prayers, The Berkeley Barb
is just a funky version of Playboy.

The Old Left had a relatively good position on the
woman question. Women were often in the leader-
ship, and women comrades were encouraged to speak
and to write on political matters. (Even so, much of
the routine, tedious and dull work was done by women;
Jimmy Higgins was a chick.)

The New Left, however, has been a virtual hell-hole
of sexual on, The sexual re does not
equal women’s liberation, In fact, the shuck of sex-
ual liberation has been used tokeep women in the Move-
ment in their place. (Norman Maller, a hero of the
New Left, exemplifies this approach.) The line goes
something like this: 1) ball me, or you ain’t liberated;
2) birth control is adragbecause it inhibits my sperm;
3) kids are your problem; and 4) don’t bug me because
rm a revolutionary. (Some blacks have a motion that
birth control is a genocidal plot -- or at least some
black men do.)

As a natural of the treatment they have

time, the gap between them is y

In 1956, the median income for full-time women wor-
kers was $2,719, while that for men was $4,252, In
1964, the ration was $3,690 to $6,195. The rise in
women’s income was 60% of the rise in men’s,

Many women workers (35% in fact) have to support
children and pay for child care out of this pittance.
Many women work part-time, because of their child-
ren, and they therefore accumulate no vacation or sick
leave In most instances, Where I work for example,
one woman worked for four years, supporting three
kids, and did not accumulate one day of sick-leave
or vacation pay. When one of her kids got sick she
had to work week-ends and nights over-time to make
up the time she lost at work,

WOMEN AND THE UNIONS

Women make up the rank-and-file majority in many
unions which are uniformly led by men. Justas we
are oriented to rank-and-file revolts against the bur-
eaucratic leadership in industrial unions, we must be
on ‘he side of the female membership in such unions
as those of public employees, retail clerks, office
workers, nurses and clothing workers.

If the labor movement as a whole is going to take
a decent stand on such questions as the war, the econ-
omy, racism and the right wing threat, the conscious-
ness of the rank and file becomes crucial. How many
unfon fat-cats use as their excuse the conservatism
of the membership? It is obvious how crucial the race
question will be in the coming period. The liberation
of women will also be critical to the politics of the
70’s.

Women must %o able to escape the sex-object role
in dealing with their bosses, and they must be able

T fved in the New Left, many radical women began
‘to express their anger and frustration to each other.
Not surprisingly, women’'s liberation groups started
organizing,

The response has been enormous. Several hundred
women in less than two years have participated in var-
jous meetings and actions In the Bay-Area alone. It
used to be chic to say, *I can’t stand women,” or “none
of my friends are women,” but that's as dated now as
red lipstick,

During the recent Third World Strike at Berkeley,
1 participated as a member of the American Feder-
ation of State, County and Municipal Employees local
on the campus. MosSt of our members are women,
Much of our esprit during the strike derived from the
realization that we were in fact perfectly capable of
carrying on the struggle.

The myths about the inability of women to work to-
gether fell apart. Far from indulging in cat-fights and
bitchiness, we worked together during the crisis more
effectively than did many of our male colleagues in
other organizations,

Much has been made of the frivolousness of talking
about women’s liberation in an exploitative soclety
where all are oppressed, ®Of course private life de-
generates and personal relationships become impossible
in a soclety built on racism, imperialism and exploit-
ation,” some say. Many have criticized the new “psych-
ologizing” or encounter group approach that has been
used inside the women's liberation movement as being
counterposed to *serious” political activity,

But for many women, that experience is a necessary
precondition to political work, A women’'s liberation
movement can and must address itselfto the conscious-
ness of women as women. Only by building their own
movement and taking responsibility for raising the level
of consciousness of all women, can women break out of
the viclous circle of their passivity and oppression.

(There are those who claim that women are so dam-
aged by their up-bringing that they can never escape
their bondage. This is like the Elkins thesls vis-a-vis
the blacks-- that slavery has so damaged their psyches
by creating d di relati master and
servant that the “Sambo” personality emerges which
has become almost a permanent feature of the black
race, Crap, I say. If Bobby Seale and Eldridge Clea-
ver are Little Black Sambo, then I am Little Bo Peep.)

Men and women are still in large part bound up in
the “romantic”  world-view cf private relationships.
Even those with otherwise sensible views of the social
world are often victims of the American notions of “love”
and « A ,” asthe establ de-
fines it, is a warm puppy-- it is the substitution of
private fulfillment for social justice. Happiness is the
ultimate cheat of the Americandream- the white slavery
of American woman,

When people believe that they should be privately
happy in a sea of disaster, they express their rage,
not at the sea, but at each other-- for failing to live
up to their programmed dreams, The Womens Lib-
eration ‘Movement must address itself to this “cruel.
myth,” and fight it.

It may well be that the roots of the oppression of
women run so deep that they cannot be eradicated with-
in the context of the present structure of society. But
to oppose the struggle for women's liberation on the
grounds that it cannot be achieved under capitalism
would simply be to argue for capitulation to the status
quo.
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Buffalo: Strike
Against Steel ...

Bethlehem Steel is the 17th largest corporation in the United States. Its

earnings for 1968 were $160,528,000 -- a 23% increase over 1967. It
ranks 52nd among the top 100 military contractors in the U.S. So long as the
war in Vietnam continues, Bethlehem’s profits will continue to grow.

The Bethlehem Steel plant in the South Buffalo
area spans three communities: South Buffalo, Lacka-
wanna, and Hamburg. It is the main polluter of Lake
Erie -- which is no longer usable for swimming or
recreation, and grows worse each year.

The air in the South Buffalo area is dense with
the soot and smoke continually belching forth from
the huge furnaces at the plant., Everything is brown:
the sky, the streets, the houses. Coated by the
incessant dirt flitering down and covering the city,
things quickly lose their color,

Bethlehem Steel employs 20,000 steel workers and
almost 1,000 rallway workers. The men work a 40-
hour week, with only 20-minute breaks for lunch.
There_are no facilities for hot lunches, and those
faclilities that do exist are generally unclean and
unsanitary.

Hazardous working conditions make accidents com-
mon, and the incidence of maiming and other perma-
nent injury is one of the highest in the country,

Racism is rampant. Blacks are given the lowest-
ranking jobs, with few avenues for advancement,
They are perpetually lheld back, while whites with
less seniority are promoted, Under pressure from
the State Division of Human Rights, Bethlehem claims
to have increased the percentage of black workers
at the plant to a “big” 2.5%,

While Bethlehem profits soar, wages have never

gotten off the ground. The steel workers received |

only a 6% wage Increase in 1968 -- hardly enough
to keep up with the almost 5% cost of living increase
and the 10% Income tax surcharge: 'in 1969 and 1970,
their wages will rise by only 3%. The railway work-
ers have gotten nothing at all,

On Thursday, March 27, the workers of the South
Buffalo Rallway, a Bethlehem subsidiary, were locked
out.

The rallway workers have been without a contract
for over eight months, and the company has made
little effort to “bargain in good faith.,” Bad feeling
has been accumulating for an even longer period of
time; according to many workers, feelings have been
bad for as long as they ve been on the job.

The men have been continually pushed to speed
up work and violate prescribed safety procedures,
Things finally came to a head when a general yard
master provoked an engineer and then took him out
of service. When the afternoon shift of 148 men
began to protest, the entire shift was pulled off the
job,

A picket line was thrown up outside Gate 4 of the
Bethlehem plant, where the railway workers report,
When the night shift and the morning shift stayed
out to protest the afternoon lockout, the company
called it a “wildcat strike® -- and was immediately
given an injunction (barring the railway workers from
picketing, striking or any other work slowdown for
thirty days).

The railway workers international union, the United
Transportation Union, refused to back the 800 men
of the two locals, T758 and F688 (the engineers and
trainmen have separate locals),

At this point, one of the locked-out workers called
the University of Buffalo and asked to speak toa
student leader, Word got to members of the Peace
and Freedom Party/SDS labor committee, and several
students went to the union meeting that evening.

After a good deal of haggling between the local
bureaucrats and the rank and file over tactics, stu-
dents volunteered to man picket lines for the workers
since the injunction did not apply to them, This
suggestion was met with thunderous applause,

More than 100 students picketed outside the gates
of Bethlehem Steel during the three shift changes
from March 28 to April 3 -- when an amendment
was added to the original injunction, which, in effect,
bars anyone from doing anything that in any way
interferes with the interests of Bethlehem Steel.

fter the student lines were formed, shifts of
the storage beds department went out on a sympathy
strike, and many steel workers began a slowdown
inside the plant, with numerous others calling in
sick.

The expansion of the injunction to include the stu-
dents was the first shot fired in a general offensive
against the strike launched by the local union bureau-
crats, the international union, the federal government
and the Buffalo power structure. :

At a meeting on April 3, in response to the injunc-
tion, the men refterated a list of demands origi-
nally drawn up on March 30. The list included full
amnesty for all workers, the right to draw up com-
plaints against the company and final say in the
adoption of any new job practices. In addition, the
local leadership was instructed that the demand for
amnesty, was non-negotiable.

The sentiment of the meeting wasithat when pic-
keting and d ations were r d, workers
and would act , and were
formed to begin organizing for a mass rally of stu-
dents, workers and supporters from the South Buffalo
community. However, the union leadership adjourned
the meeting with no concrete plan of action worked
out. p

On April 4, a federal mediator who had been

~brought in to settle the dispute (and was known to
be a friend of the judge who had issued the injunc-
tion for the company) offered the men a package
deal: if everyone would return to work, no one would
be fired right away -- but two of the men would have
to face disciplinary hearings.

If the package was accepted, he assured them, he
could promise immediate mediation of the contract
dispute which had dragged on for so many months;
if they rejected it, he threatened, the men would
be out of jobs.

Militants among the railway workers organized
against the package -- which in no way addressed
itself to the strike demands, But the nominal lead-
ership of the local pushed for acceptance. The U.S
Department of Labor conducted a vote by secret
ballot on the proposal (which, in effect, isolates
each man as he votes from the militancy of the
group, leaving him alone with his fears of the com-

Photographs: Jim West

pany).
The offer was still rejected, but only by the slim-

mest of margins: 11 vol (255 against, 244 for),
The appearance of such deep divisions aggravated
the already growlng demoralization among the men,

The following day, the courts continued the offen-
sive against the strike. Nineteen men had earlier
been cited for contempt of court for violations of
the injunction. Their trial had been postponed by
the judge on several occasions,held in reserveasa
lever to get the men back on the job. On April 5,
after the rejection of the package, the entire second
shift -- as well as militants from the other shifts --
were cited, bringing the total to 150. Then the trial
was postponed again until Thursday, April 9.

The union’s lawyer, Collins, is the brother of the
president of the United Transportation Union. He
had agreed to handle the case without a retainer
from the local, and was probably retained directly
by the international. Given the fact that the inter-
national had not supported the strike, it became
clear that Collins had been instructed by his bro-
ther to squelch the growing disaffection of the local
from the international,

Far from assisting the men in their struggle
against the strike-breaking efforts of the court,
Collins did what he could to further demoralize them.
He advised them to proceed cautiously or they might
all be cited for contempt. He argued that Judge
Henderson had been “liberal” so far, and cautioned
against doing anything that would “force” him to
move to a harsher position.

On the grounds that anything they did would reflect
on the workers, Collins encouraged breaking ties
with the students, The planned solidarity march in
South Buffalo was canceled because the workers be-
came afrald of its possible effects on the judge.

Faced with a united front of the establishment
and their own leadership, the railway workers could
stay out only so long, and the strike was soon ended.
No long-term gains were won. But the terms of the
return to work agreement were significantly superior
to those presented by the federal mediator -- no
one was fired, and no one will face discipline; the
engineer whose dispute with a yard master triggered
the lockout in the first place is back on the job.

The end of the strike on the basis of a status
quo agreement has merely set the stage for the
next confr h and the railway
workers, Working conditions will not improve, wages
will not rise, the hundreds of other grievances that
brought the men out will not be ameliorated -- the
accumulated bad feelings will remain.

The lessons the men have learned in the course of
the strike will stand them in good stead when the
inevitable next round begins. In the first place, it
is clear to everyone that the coalition between work-
ers and students was one key to the success of the
strike until the injunction was expanded. The local
leadership made every effort to turn the ranks against
the students, but relations between the two groups
were excellent, >

While the students were manning the picket lines,
the railway workers massed across the street to
cheer them on.

In between shift changes, many workers and stu-
dents got together over coffee or beer, and their
conversations were often highly political. Discus-
sions begun around the effectiveness of the student
lines led to‘consideration-of the injunction, the court
;{stlem, and the court's complicity with Bethlehem

eel.

In one instance, a worker who has been with the
South Buffalo Railway for fifteen years observed that
most family men have to work two jobs to support
their families -- and then can be fired for moon-
lighting. He himself -- with four dependents to sup-
port -- earns only $131.00 per week, and, after taxes
and forced payment into the railroad retirement fund,
nets $91.00.

His remarks led to talk about the pension plans,
the inequities of the tax structure, and eventually
the profits Bethlehem makes off the war in Vietnam,

The relationships developed, between students and
workers in the course of the sthike constitute a valu-
able precedent which must be preserved and extended,
The students went a long way toward sloughing off
myths about the bourgeoisification of the working
class. The railway workers in turn have begun to
rethink their attitudes toward student struggles.

Since the strike, the contacts between workets
and students have not been broken. Attempts are now
being made to broaden them by linking up the rail-
way workers and the students with militants inside
the Chevrolet plant in the area.

In the second place, the need for a rank-and-file
caucus is obvious. Unless the militants are organ-
ized, they will forever be unable to counter the
efforts of the bureaucracy to dampen the militancy
of the ranks.

A rejuvenation of the union is the first step toward
a long-range solution to the problems confronting the
men of South Buffalo; given the combined forces .of
the union bureaucrats, the company, the cops and the
courts, the second must be an independent political
opposition to take them on outside the plant and the
union as well as in,
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The Sterling

Wildcat ... - |

l n the past few years, the student movement has learned a great deal about
itself and the society it has set out to change. As late as the fall of 1964,
the SDS election slogan was “Part of the way with LBJ”; most still talked
about a minor redirection of an otherwise healthy society-- a minor redirec-
tion which students had the capacity to effect by themselves.

Since that time, the’ evergrowing, unprecedented tur-
moil In American society has raised people’s sights
.and changed thelr perspectives. The New Left today
struggles for a revolutionary transformation-- and is
engaged in an energetic search for allies in that strug-
gle.

Recent months have seen increasing attention di-
rected toward the working class as a possible ally.
Spreading rank-and-file insurgency in the U.S. labor
movement-- not to mention the May Days in France--
has helped dispel the myth of working class afflu-
ence and “bourgeoisification”-- even as an intensi-
tying repression on the campus has helped destroy
whatever illusions may have remained about the indep-
endent power of students vis-a-vis the state,

Neither the campus nor, for that matter, the ghetto,
has the power as an institution to bring capitalism
as a social system to its knees, The pivotal insti-
tution of industrial capitalism (and its Achilles heel,
in a real sense) is the factory-- which is one of the
reasons why socialists have traditionally looked to
the working class to overthrow capitalism,

In general, the escalation of rhetoric about an orient-
ation toward the working class and worker-student al-
lances has far outpaced the growth of actual student
understanding of, and participation in, working-class
struggles. However, there have been several notable
examples of coalitions worked out between militant
workers and radical students engaged in a critical
struggle.

Together these have gone a long way toward rais-
ing the consciousness of American students about work-
ing-class life and working-class movements,

The wildcat strike in Michigan last month is a case
in point,

The Chrysler Stamping Plant in Sterling Heights em-
ploys 3500 men. Several weeks ago, fifty workers
were orderéd by their foremen to remove scraps of
metal from a halted conveyor belt, The metal was
jagged and sharp, and the ten-foot-deep pit into which
the workers were told to drag the metal had walls
slippery with oil.

Citing the obvious safety hazard, the workers re-
fused to carry out the order. They were fired, When
the officers of the union local at the ptant protested,
they too were fired, The entire work force went out
on strike.

Chrysler used the strike as an excuse to lay off
35,000 employees at other plants without pay-- there-
by bringing outside pressure to bear on the men,
reducing overstocked inventories and saving millions
of dollars at the same time.

The union international, the United Auto Workers, cal-
led the strike a wildcat (that is, not authorized by the
International) and ordered the men back to work. When
they refused, the International placed the local under
a recelvership-- seizing the local's treasury and put-
ting its affairs directly in the hands of the UAW rep-
resentative,

At this point, students from Ann Arbor and De-
troit joined the workers on the picket lines. The next
day (Tuesday, April 8), only seven of the pldnt's em-
ployees crossed the picket lines for the morning shift,

On Thursday, the men returned to work; the Inter-
national representative forced through a vote to go
back with a combination of intimidation and manip-
ulation, plus a promise that another, '“authorized”
strike vote would be held on the following Monday.

In terms of the stereotyped images of the Amer-
ican working class and American industry, what went
on that week in Sterling Heights makes very little
sense, In the first place, why did the UAW work to
crush the strike? The answer to this question lies in
the character of union bureaucracy as an institution,
in the nature of the values and aspirations of those
who staff the bureaucracies.

Most members of the entrenched and ossified union
establishments have been professional bureaucrats for
years-- and long ago forgotten what it means, say,
to work in an auto plant, In effect, they have “drop-
ped out” of the working .class. Their approach to
unionism is shaped, not by the needs of the men in
the shop, but by the demands of their lofty positions
and the requirements of the international union struc-
ture.

For the bureaucrat, a healthy union is one which
1) maintains a large treasury in reserve at all times;
2) can effectively and firmly (“efficiently”) be run
by the officers at the top of the bureaucratic pyra-
mid; and 3) receives sufficient “respect” from indus-
try’s executives to allow the union's officials to
associate “as equals” with those executives.

Any wildcat strike strikes fear into the heartof seif-
respecting piecards, since by definition such a strike
is a repudiation of the local’s responsibility to “clear”
the strike with the union hierarchy, A wildcat strike
over working conditions-- like the Sterling strike--
threatens every bureaucratic value,

As will be seen, a strike fought over working con-
ditlons meets much stronger managerial opposition than.
strikes fought for simple wage increases, For this
reason, such strikes may well drag out much longer,
and thus cut more deeply into. the union's treasury,

Bureaucrats also fear such confrontations because
the increased t hostility ed islike-
ly to carry over into greater future tension

ingful to themselves-~ with or without a wage increase
or a new car.

In the factory, the worker is literally out of his own
control. For eight hours, he sells his body to Chry-~
sler, and at the end of the shift, finds himself drain-
ed-- all in the interests of efficient profit-making
and the greater glory of Chrysler Corporation,

It is this broader aspect of the problem of working
conditions which offers a key to the third question
posed by the Sterling strike. Given the possibility
of eventual major financial losses (due to interstate
idling of other Chrysler plants dependent upon parts
produced at Sterling), why was management soadamant
about what must have seemed to them a trivial mat-
ter of a scrap-pit?

A study of a similar situation made some years ago
by soclologist Alvin Gouldner (entitled, aptly enough,
Wildcat Strike), dealt with precisely this problem, The

the heads of the industrial and the union establish-
ments-- thereby depriving the latter of its much-sought
after “r 1ity” in t's eyes.

Most importantly, battles waged over working con-
ditions (involving, as they must, grievances over the
specific. conditions of many and differing plants) re-
quire a much greater decentralization of leadership
and decision-making within the unic than do those in-
volving monolithic, industry-wide wage demands,

Only constant vigilance on the part of the men on
the shop floor themselves canforestall the ever-present
efforts of management to worsen working conditions and
speed-up work; and this kind of active, day-to-day in-
volvement of the rank-and-file in their ownaffairs con-
stitutes a very unhealthy precedent from the point of
view of the union bureaucracy.

The second question raised by the Sterling wildcat
is the other side of the coin of the first: that is, why
did the workers stay out at all inthe face of such over-
whelming opposition- - especially after losing what 11t-
tle financial relief they had when the International
seized the local’s treasury?

The fact of the matter is that rank-and-file tenacity
is characteristic of fights waged over working con-
ditions. Union militants, especially in the UAW, have
long ago learned that the union establishment will avoid
whenever possible going to bat for its members over
working conditions-~ that at best the ranks will have
to go it alone, that at worst they will have to fight
their union “leadership” as well as the company,

What was at stake at Sterling was, of course, the
dangerous conditions under which the men were being

ma t in that inst was well aware ofthe kind
of grievances expressed by the worker from Hamtrameck.
And if the rank-and-file had not yet fully realized the
larger implications of their own desires, the manage-
ment had,

“Management also tended,” wrote Gouldner, “to con-
ceive of the strike as a struggle for control of the plant,
It was not quite a pure struggle for power, not en-
tirely a power conflict, but it is rather close to it
and may become even more clearly so in the future,
their conception suggested. ‘The workers don’'t look
at the strike in the light that ‘we’ve got the strength,”
mused a main office executive. ‘Yet theyhave a strong
desire to run the plants,’

“A strong desire to run the plants”: the ultimate
threat to the status quo of capitalism, an attack on
its primordial principle of private ownership and con-
trol of property-- and not conjured up by the agitation
of a university radical (who could be isolated and neu-
tralized) but spawned by the very nature of the work
process itself,

No matter that filling in the pit was the cheapest
way out. Chrysler had a more important consider-
ation: to reassert in the strongest possible terms its
hegemony over control of the work process, to reaf-
firm its exclusive power of decision-making in the
plant, to prove to its y that on such matt
the company would not be moved,

In Gouldner’'s terms: *M could not merely
evaluate and choose its problem solutions in terms of
their ability to realize the formal ends of increasing
production and lowering unit costs; they also required
solutions which would be compatible with their status

forced to work. But the dispute about the jagged metal interests. ~They were, therefore, disposed to resist
and the olly pit was a r both to an { diate, any which threatened their prerogatives and
concrete problem and to more general, long-term griev- diminished their control over the situation, however
Stoee Idering b th the surf: much it might improve efficiency,”

Some of the hidden parts of the story can be glimpsed
in the words of a worker from the Hamtramck Plant,
who marched in sympathy with the Sterling pickets:

“An honest day’s work for an honest day's pay is
okay, I guess-- but not all the money in the world makes
it any easier to stand a day in these plants, It ruins
you; you get home wasted. Youve got no time for the
family and just enough energy to watch some TV before
going to bed,”

The eruption at Sterling was in part symbolic of
-the workers’ pent-up frustration about their inability
to make their work-lives any more bearable or mean-

The social dynamic illustrated by the wildeat strike
in Sterling Heights points toward a way out of its
present impasse for the New Left. The *strong de-
sire to run the plants” Gouldner referred to is one
source from which a consclous desire to run the whole
soclety can spring.

The new revolutionary student movement that is strug-
gling now to define itself can, if it so chooses, take
a real step toward encouraging such a development.
The le set by tl from Ann Arbor and
Detroit was a good one, It recalls in a very limited
way the role of the students in France last spring.

FROM THE DEPTHS
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Dubcek: The End

Of The Velvet Glove

— Chris Harman -

With the removal of Dubcek, the imposition of virtually complete censor-
ship and the carrying out of mass arrests, the Czech ruling group is at-
tempting to resolve the crisis that has been developing since last summer.

When the Russians invaded Czechoslovakia, Dubcek
remained in power because of two factors. The mass
of Czech people were overwhelmingly behind him,
and he persuaded the Russians to trust him to dampen
down the discussion over political and social issues
threatening to go beyond the Czech borders,

Other politicians, who had seemed more willing to
cooperate with the Russians, lost all prestige and
were removed from positions of power.

At the same time, critical articles about the Rus-
slans stopped appearing in newspapers and periodicals,
vigorous debate was no longer a feature of radio
and TV 4

Dubcek, balancing between the Russians and the
mass of Czech people, seemed to be raised higher
than either. Western journalists referred to an amaz-
ing triumph of #dignified non-violence?,

In this period, too, those aspects of Dubeek's pol-

i
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icy that might separate him off from the mass of
Czech workers were cloaked bj* the Russian presence.

If he was basically a product of the Stalinist bureau-
cracy and had survived for many years within it with-
out toc many problems, and if his economic poli-
cies implied wage cuts, increased differentials and
large scale “redeployment”, the Russian presence
could divert attention from these attributes.

But over the months, it became clear that there
were huge differences between the demands of the
Russians and those of the mass of Czechs, that even
Dubcek could not resolve. The more that Dubcek
and the section of the bureaucracy behind him were
bound to try to implement policies demanded by the
Russians, the more the Czechoslovak population began
to organise to take action independently of the Com-
munist Party,

When the students occupied the universities at the
end of last year, they found they had immense support
from workers in the factories, The trade unions,
in which government-appointed officials had been re-
placed by workers’ councils elected from the shop
floor.

POPULAR RESISTANCE

Above all, there was the growth of intense hostil-
ity to the Russian occupation at the base of society,
This found its fullest and most clear-cut expression
in the half a million strong demonstrations that fol-
lowed the recent defeat of the Russians in anice
hockey match,

In every town people poured on to the streets.
Every wall in Prague had the score scrawled on
it.

The Russians had invaded Czechoslovakia in order
to curtail free debate. ~ Yet that debate was nowy in-
volving more people than ever before. One Russian
newspaper complained that the situation was even
worse than before the invasion.

As the two planks upon which it was resting moved
further and further apart, the “progressive” section
of the bureaucracy around Dubcek became more and
more unsure of itself,

It had to “keep order” for the Russians, but the
moment it tried to do this seriously, it would lose
its popularity with the Czechs, Meanwhile, the forces
of the state -- particularly the army -- were becom-
ing more and more demoralised.

At the top, a few generals were threatening a coup
against the government, At the bottom, the rank and
file shared the sentiments of the masses. For in-
stance, when the soldiers were sent out to patrol
the streets with the police, few seemed to take the
task seriously.

The very basis of the independent existence of the
Czech ruling bureaucracy was being undermined. In
the factories, the mass meetings of workers were a
growing power.

The trade unions increasingly operated like an op-
positional political party. Ministers and party offi-
clals began to speak about the dangers of anarchy.
What they really feared was that their own power was
being undermined,

ECONOMIC CRISIS

And the econdmic situation of the country was grow-
ing worse. What caused the “progressives” around
Dubcek to break with the old regime of Novotny was
the growing difficulty the Czech bureaucracy was hav-
ing in selling the goods produced by the industry it
controlled on the world market.

But developments since the Russian invasion have
made economic conditions still worse. The existence
of the trade unions has forced wages up. But the know-
ledge they still have that industry is controlled and
operated in someone else’s interests has kept the
mass of workers from putting the initiative and ef-
fort into their labour that would raise the standard
and level of production. The result has been rising
inflation and continued difficulties in selling Czech
goods abroad.

All this has forced the Czech rulifig group to make
a decisive break with the fundamental aspirations of
the Czech people. In order to safeguard its integrity
and its control, the bureaucracy will increasingly
side with the Russians and try to eliminate the areas
of mass democracy.

The removal of Dubcek symbolizes its determina-
tion to follow such a course-- even though Dubcek
himself did not seem unwilling to follow it.

This means that inereasingly the lines of opposi-
tion to the Russians will coincide with the class
divisions in the country, The ruling class, the bureau-
cracy both “progressive” and “conservative”, will
be on one side, the workers’ and students’ organiza-
tions on the other,

Reprinted from SOCIALIST WORKER
(an English Revolutionary Socialist Weekly)
26 April 1969
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ALL
POWER
TO THE
SOVIETS

V.LLENIN

Revolutiohary Buttons

Karl Marx, Fred Engels, V.I Lenin, Leon Trot-
sky, Rosa Luxemburg, Karl Liebknecht, Willi-
am Morris, Eugene Debs, Big Bill Haywood,
Joe Hill, Nat Turner, Harriet Tubman, Fred-
erick Douglass, Malcolm X, John Brown, Emil-
{ano Zapata, James Connolly, Jean-Paul Marat,
Sam Adams, Tom Paine,

25¢ each in day-glo colors, white or gold. Bulk
orders: 12 1/2¢ each, in orders of 500 or more. °
Order from: Independent Socialist Club, P.O,
Box 910, Berkeley, California 94701.

New York:

Rochester:
Syracuse:
Philadelphia;
Pittsburgh:
Washington:
Baltimore:

| Ann _Arbor:

~ Support Your Local ISC

The Independent Socialist Clubs of America are a

national federation of clubs and organizing committees,
If you would like more information, please write:

Room 1005, 874 Broadway, New York,
New York 10003.

Buffalo: ¢/o Semel, 507 E]mw@BM{No,New

York 14222

c/o Dahmen, 331 So. Goodman Street,
Rochester, New York 14607

c/o Augustyniak, 401 Smith St., Apt, D-11,
Syracuse, New York 13224

¢/o Sklar, 206 So. 13th St., Phila-
delphia, Pennsylvania 19101

c/o Josephson, 81 Mayfair Drive, Mount
Lebanon, Pennsylvania 15228
¢/o Gabrielsky,
Washington, D.C. 20037

c/0 Harding, 3133 No. Calvert, Baltimore,
Maryland 21218

¢/o Levine, 441 South Ist St. no. 316,
Ann Arbor, Michigan 48104.

2603 39th St. NW.

Madison: c¢/o Greenme, Box 255, Madison, Wi -
sin 53701, . ; e
Berkeley: Box 910, Berkeley, California 94701, or
phone 548-1347,
Bay Area: Box 910, Berkeley, California 94701, or
phone 848-2229,
Francisco: c/o Shular, 1474 J2th Ave., San
Francisco 94122 ! .
Los Angel c/o 1 2901 no, 1,

Long Beach, California 90301:

Riverside: c/o Ferrin, 3720-A Valenica Hill Drive,
Riverside, California 92507. _

Fresno: c/o Teeter, 1548 West Garland, California
93705.

Sacramento:c/o Burkholder, 4628 Inman Wy, sacra-
mento, California 95821

x

For information on other areas, clubs or ISCA:
ISCA, Room 1005, 874 BROADWAY, NEW YORK, N.Y.
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COMMUNITY CONTROL
and TEACHER UNIONISM

A radical analysis of the school crisis by teachers active in the NEW
COALITION, radical opposition party in the UFT.

® Community Control & the Black M
® Teacher Unionism at the Crossroads, Steven Zeluck

® Ocgan Hill-Brownsville vs. the UFT, Gretchen Miller
® Education for Revolt, Jules Greenstein

t, David Fried

70 pp. price: 35¢, plus 15¢ postage. Published by the

INDEPENDENT SOCIALIST CLUBS OF AMERICA.
Write: ISCA, Dept. NP, 874 Broadway, NYC 10003.
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Read about Independent Socialism

PAMPHLETS 25¢ each == 20¢ in bundles of 5 or more

INDEPENDENT SOCIALISM: A Perspective for the
Left = by Hal Draper

FRANCE: The Struggle Goes On - by Tony Cliff

" and Ian Birchall, 50¢

THE TWO SOULS OF SOCIALISM (revised edition)
= Hal Draper

AN OPEN LETTER TO THE PARTY: A Polish Revolu-
tionary Socialist Manifesto (75¢) - by Jacek Kuronand
Karol Modzelewski %

TOWARD THE WORKING CLASS: A Position Paper for
the New Left - by Kim Moody

A NEW ERA OF LABOR REVOLT - by Stanley Weir.

EDUCATION, CAPITALISM AND THE STUDENT RE-
VOLT 175¢

P
INTRODUCTION TO INDEPENDENT SOCIALISM, Se-
lected articles from the issues of Labor Action. $4.75
INDEPENDENT SOCIALISM AND WAR. Selected
les from the ind . list press. $4.00

All Orders Sent To:

ISCA, Room 1005, 874 Broadway, New York, N.Y.

10003,

m
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From an EL MALCRIADO review, Jan, 1, 69:
“The evidence, presented in carefully doc-
umented and annotated prose by the authors,
both long -time friends of the United Farm Wor-
kers, shows that the University has prostituted
itself time and again for the growers, issuing
false and misleading reports...”

WRITE: ISC, P O, Box 910, Berkeley, Calif, 94701

Please send payment with mail orders: 1 copy,
50¢; 3 coples, $1; 10 coples for $3.

Independent Socialist Clubs of America

. [ ] @ :
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We stand for socialism: the collec-
tive ownership and democratic control
of the economy, established by a rev-
olutionary transformation from below
and aimed toward the building of a
new society.

We stand for a socialist policy
which is completely independent of
and opposed to both of the reaction-
ary systems of exploitation which now
divide the world: capitalism and bu-
reaucratic Communism. g

Capitalism is an outlived system of
private profit and corporate oppres-
sion, even where represented as the
“welfare state”. and administered by
liberals or social democrats. At home,
in the midst of a false prosperity
based on a Permanent War Economy,
it perpetuates unemployment, poverty,
and racism, while witch-hunting radi-
cal social dissent in the name of “anti-
Communism”. Abroad. struggling to
contain or ubsorb the colonial revo-
lution, its imperialism spreads reac-
tion and prolongs underdevelopment,
in the name of democracy but in the
interests of its own hegemony.

The self-styled Communist regimes
—Russian, Maoist or independe
are systems of totalitarian collect
that are similarly counterposed to so-

cialism. Ruled from above by bu-
reaucracies that control the state that
owns the means of production. they
regiment at home in the name of in-
dustrialization. while choking or per-
verting revolution abroad—through
the various Communist parties, which
are political agents of the ruling bu-
reaucracies, not of the working class.
Our ori ion is toward sociali
from below, not dispensation from
above; toward a socialist strategy
which has nothing in common with
the various attempts at permeating or
reforming the ruling classes of the
world.

‘The Independent Socialist Clubs of
America are educational and activist
organizations which seek to contribute
to the training of a new generation of
sociulists, and the rebirth of a mass
socialist movement in the: U.S. Based
on the ideas of revolutionary Marx-
ism.. we look to the working class,
black and white, blue collar and white
collar; as the basic progressive. force
in society. We work toward the de-
velopment of a genuine political al-
1ernative to the capitalist power struc-
ture and its partics, toward a new
mass party of the working class, the

black community, and the anti-war

movement.

We stand for full support to the
struggle for black liberation, for self-
defense against racist terror and police
brutality, and for the independent

self-organization of the ghetto. We

look forward to a future coalition of
black and white workers, but blacks
cannot allow their struggle today to be
subordinated to the present conserva-
tive consciousness of American work-
ers. -
We applaud the new currents of
militancy spreading through the labor
movement and manifested in the
growing wave of strikes. We call for
an uncompromising fight by rank-and-
file caucuses against racism and bu-
reaucratism in the trade union move-
ment, against the subordination of the
interests of labor to the demands of
imperialism and corporate profit.
Within the anmti-war movement, we
are for a militant fight for a demo-
cratic, anti-imperialist foreign policy,
for the withdrawal of American troops
from all foreign lands, and unilateral
disarmament. We are for strengthen-
ing all tendencies toward a Third
Camp of those who reject both war
blocs and their military preparations.

In Vietnam, we favor not only popu-
lar revolution against American dom-
ination, but also the rejection by the
masses involved in that revolution of
the - Communist leadership of the
NLF. A new revolutionary leadership
must be created if the popular strug-
gle against U.S. imperialism is not to
be betrayed by the rise of a new bu-
reaucratic ruling class, as in China
and North Vietnam. As a prgcondition
for an independent Vietnam, we de-
mand immediate withdrawal of U.S.
troops. If.withdrawal means a major
defeat for Washington, it is of its own
making. More importantly, if this de-
feat is incurred or quickened by the
d of an indi t Ameri
people, then Washington’s defeat
would be the American people’s vic-
tory.

Our view of socialism is both revo-
lutionary and democratic, both hu-
manist and working class: an in-
ternational, revolutionary-democratic

of opposition that p
a third choice for the world, for a
new world of peace and freedom, a
new sociely of abundance. that will
give men the power to create and con-
trol their own lives.
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Dites-1lui Oui...
- Dites-lui Non...
Dites-lui Merde

On April 27, French voters went to the p&.lsm
the referendum promised by DeGaulle as he rode the
crest of reaction last June. Even before the defeat
of the proposals and DeGaulle’s instant resignation
became a probability, the referendum aroused no
no small debate on the Left. The questions of stra-
tegy once again set the official left (the French Com-
munist Party and the so-called Federation of the
Left represented by Mitterand, Guy Mollet et. al)
in opposition to the “gauchistes,” the revolutionary
left.

The “gauchistes” argued that DeGaulle had made
every effort to pose the referendum in terms which
would work/to his advantage. The battle was being
fought on ‘strictly Gaullist terrain. Two different
propositions were on the ballot; each by itself repre-
sented a complex problem, but to compound the con-
tusion, both had to be approved or rejected together,
with a single “Yes” or “No” vote. -

At stake were (1) a reform of the Senate, and (2)a
program of ‘‘regionalization,”” whereby the government
--in keeping with DeGaulle’s solemn promises of
" participation’” made last June on the brink of the
abyss--would decentralize power to the governors in
the now-impotent provinces (me governors, of course,
are appointed by the President of the Republic),

The February 19 issue of Lutte Ouvriere--weekly
newspaper of the Voix Ouvriere group, which was a-
mong the eleven left-wing organizations banned by De-
Gaulle in the June reaction--described the situation in
these terms:

“...No one wants to defend the Senate. No oneis
against r A clever politi has mixed
the two questions, and the Left looks foolish explaining
that it is necessary to vote ‘“No’’ because, after all,
even though the Left supports certain aspects of the
proposed reform, that is not the real question, etc.
An explanation so unrelated to the conclusion it draws
(vote ““No’’) has only further confused the original situ.
ation,..”’

The government printed the full text of the refer-
endum’'s 68 articles, which the revolutionary Left
characterized as “tedious reading for long winter
nights -- if it were still winter,” adding that French
voters should save themselves the trouble of voting,

DeGaulle himself placed the referendum in its
proper perspective by tying it to a plea for a massive
vote of confidence. From the standpoint of the revo-
lutionary left-- and eventually everyone else as well--
this issue completely transcended any careful weighing
of the various positive and negative aspects of the
proposed reforms,

As the “gauchistes” saw the situation, even an over-
whelming “No” vote at the polls would still lend
legitimacy to the Gaullist notion of “participation.”
Only a mass boycott, they believed, could work to
undermine the plebiscitary props of the French sta-
tus quo,could count as a real vote against DeGaulle,

The headline which accompanies this article, tak-
en from Lutte Ouvriere, is a concise summary of
their point of view. B

As the LS. goes to press, it Is still too early for
any authoritative statements about the long-range im-
pact of the defeat of the referendum and and the
pasSing of DeGaulle.

Preliminary studies of vote distribution seem to
indicate that the working class did tend to stay home,
It appears that it was middle-class disatisfaction
and uneasiness which was responsible for DeGaulle’s
fall. The very foundations of his victory last June
took his threat ‘to resign as a promise and cheer-
fully voted “No,”

Georges Pompidou , who has been waiting breath-
lessly in the wings for some time now, hopes to
turn DeGaulle’s defeat into a victory of Gaullism (not
to mention Georges Pompidou) by stepping boldly
into the vacuum as the new, improved representa-
tive of the popular will. Whether or not he can pull
this off, only time will tell.

Meanwhile, financial prophets are keeping anxious
tabs on the franc, If the franc is devalued, the re-
percussions could set off another world monetary cri-
sis. The whole international monetary system hangs
by a thread, and If that thread breaks, the fragile
prosperity in the United States will be hard pressed
to survive,

Adapted by Loren Goldner from material in Lutte
Ouvriere,

In last month's *TV Guide,” I wrote that,
“Of all prime-time network television, there
are only two shows that could be called ‘left.’
These are the Smothers Brothers (anti-war and
anti-plg) and, to a lesser extent, Glen Camp-
bell (anti-war). Glen Campbell’s show has de-
teriorated recently, but the Smothers. Brothers
show has remained strong.”

Since then, the following happened: 1) Glen
Campbell’s show has become totally devoid of
political content. It is no longer anti-war and,
interestingly enough, the music isn’t nearly as
good as it was last summer, It is now standard
“variety show” music with country overtones,
The Glen Campbell show has moved squarely
into the “neutral” category. It is clear that
producer Tom Smothers was responsible for
Campbell's earlier strength.

2) CBS has fired the Smothers Brothers. The
firing came after a long fight over censorship--
not so much over the principle, as over who
should censor. Tom Smothers apparently felt
that the network censors were even worse than
those hired by local stations. When he threat-
ened to take the fight into the open, the show

was axed. The immediate issue was what sort
of things Joan Baez, a guest on the show, could
say about her husband David Harris, a prisoner
of the state,

In order to cover their tracks, CBS scheduled
Leslie Uggams to replace the Smothers Brothers,
Leslie Uggams first gained fame as the Negro
member of “Sing Along With Mitch,” the show
with the bouncing ball. Good white people said;
“1 like that Negro girl on ‘Sing Along With Mitch'
Someday maybe she’ll have her own show,” And
indeed, now she does,

The revised score for prime-time TV reads
35 “neutral” shows, 26 imperialist police state
shows, O “left” shows. I should add that with
the departure of the Smothers Brothers goes
the only warm, creative and imaginative show
on network television.

A note for Southern California fans: Chief
Reddin of the L.AP.D (mentioned last month
in connection with “Adam-12” and “Dragnet”)
has - since resigned from the Pig Department,
He resigned to start his own TV show, asa
newscaster. He knows what's happening,

TV

GUIDE

SUPPLEMENT

Charles
Leinenweber
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