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At the recent SMC conference in Cleveland, a
resolution entieled "Women and the War” was
adopted by the women'’s liberation workshop and
then passed by the plenary. The professed aim of
the resolution was to link up the women's libera-
tion movement with the anti=war move

ever, once we get beneath the very up-to-date
1970 movement style of the resolution, we uncov-
er a very old idea -- the "ladies’ auxilliary™,

In the end the resolution, rather than raising
demands which relate to the oppression and ex-
ploitation faced by women under capitalism,

bring its “vital forces, energy and ideas to the an=

ti=war movement”, (In other words, bring more

bodies to do the work. ) For the women's liberation

movement to link up with the anti-war movement
on that basis would be a major step backwards in
consciousness and place the politics of women's
liberation in the same place it has always been -

hidden, y

The resolution begins with a paragraph tracing

the struggles of women in the United States, At
best this chronology is an overenthusiastic, lop=
sided account of American history: "Historically,
women have been in the forefront of ewry major
struggle in the U.S." At worst it is a patronizing
con, focussing on the few times when the struggles
when the struggles of women have come to the
fore and totally ignoring the conditions of their
oppression and its basis in class society, The par-
agraph ends with possibly the greatest sham of the
entire document, stating that "Women all over
the country have been leaders in organizing anti=
war demonstrations” == implying that somehow
the anti=war movement, as opposed to the radi=
cal movement as a whole, has managed to deal
in a meaningful way with the male chauvinism
within its ranks and allow women to play equal
leadership roles.

Actually, the exact wording of the statement
is far more accurate than its intended implication =
women probably have been leaders in organizing
anti-war demonstrations in the sense of doing much
of the shitwork, The question is, have women
played an equal role in the theoretical and tacti=
cal development of the anti-war movement? If
the SMC conference itself can be taken as an in-
dex (very few women spoke from the floor, since
few tried to begin with and those that did were
repeatedly ignoied by the male chairmen), the
answer is clearly no.

The resolution lists ways in which the war af=
fects women, some of which are quite accurately
described: war-caused inflation hits wonjen the
hardest since they make less than men, and wom-=
en whose husbands are forced to go to Vietnam are
faced with the additional burden of assuming sole
responsibility for the children (black and third=
world women are the doubly-disadvantaged -~ it
is they who are stuck with the lowest-paying jobs
and it is their men who are called to fight the
most often),

However, the list also includes ideas that are
false by implication, By stating that the "War
stands in the way-of the just deprdnds of women
to control their own lives, As long as the money
is spent on war, free 24=hour childcare facilities,
free abortions ... will not be implemented®,
the resolution implies that it is the war which
keeps these-things from happening, not capitalism,
that once the war is over all these things will
come about.

If one is to talk about why the war stands in the
way of needed social reforms, one must talk ab-
out control of society - who rules and in whose
interests. More than that, one must also talk
about who pays. It is working people who are pay-
ing for the war and who would still be paying for
those much-needed social reforms if it were pos-
sible to simply redirect funds from the arms ec-
onomy. We must not only demand 24-hour child-
care facilities, free voluntary abortions, free ad-
equate medical facilities, we must also demand
that they be paid for by taxing the banks and cor~
porations.,

ent. Hows=

states that the women's liberation movement should
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Ultimately, only when working people control
seciety will we be able to redirect the nation's
wealth from production for profit to production for
human needs. " 5

Since the document fails to analyze the roors
of the oppression of women or the economic role™
that the family plays under capitalism, it gets ons
to shaky ground when trying to deal with the fact
that wars have often allowed women greater lati-
tude, in the:ease with which they can get jobs and
in the greater variety of jobs open to them. Point
#5 states that war “reinforces the traditional roles
of men and women; even when she does work-in
a defense plant performing a role formerly as-
signed to a man, she is covering the job on an
emergency basis, * This may indeed have been
the only time thart she could get such a job, and
rather than reinfo cing traditional roles, war does
tend to grant women greater leeway. But this is
1ot to say that the key to women’s liberation is
to send all the men off to fight a war however.
The point to make is that women are perfectly
capable of doing their jobs but are pulled in and
out of the labor force according to the needs of
the social system, not their own needs and abili-
ties, §

The resolution continues by saying that "an end
1o the war would set a new stage not only for Viet-
namese liberation, but for women's liberation as
well” == a statement which the author makes no
attempt to prove and can only be taken as pure
demagoguery (especi®@ily if one considers that
four million women iosl:‘their jobs in the eight
months following the end of World War 11 — hard-
ly a step forward for the cause of women's libera-
tion).

The resolution concludes by calling for one day
in the April week of anti=war activity to focus on
women and the war (we can only assume that the
other six days will deal with men and the war --
hardly an equal distribution). It does not attempt
to digcuss the politics of these activities or to raise
demands necessary for the liberation of women.

Not only are the specific points (or the lack
thereof) in this resolution wrong, but, in fact, its
entire thrust is misguided. §If we are to talk about
women's liberation and the war, we must analyse
the integral relationship between them, not just
allude to it. Basic to the eppression and exploita-
tion of women and basic to the war in Vietnam
and the whole foreign policy that created it is
the dynamics of capitalism as a social system.

We must address ourselves to the whole system,
not just to its various separate manifestations such
as the war or- the oppression of women. We must
make clear where power lies, and whav will be
required to defeat those interests which perpetuate
exploitation and oppression, We must make clear
that in the end only socialist society will bring an
end to war and enable women to achieve their
liberation.

The anti-war movement must begin to address
itself to the only power capable of overthrowing
class society -= the working class. We must raise
demands relevant to the needs of working people -=
both men and women. We must develop links be-
tween women'’s liberation and the anti-war move-
ment, but on an honest basis, conlinually stres-
sing that both movements must fight the capitalist
social order to win their own demands.

The anti-war movement == if it is to bring
women in on a legitimate basis, around the strug-
gle for their own liberation as well as against the
war == must raise demands such as those pushed
by IS women and other radical women at the SMC
conference. We must demand equal pay for equal
work,”an end to sexual tracking in the schools,
and on the job, free 24-hour client /staff-control-
led day-care centers, free, voluntary abortions
on demand. We must also demand that the funds
for meeting these demands be raised by taxing
the banks and corporatiens. Only in this way will
we be able to link up the anti-war movement and
the women's liberation movement in a meaning-
ful way.
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ITALY:

- After the Offensive

The Italian 'hot" autumn is over, Practically all the
contracts which were due for renewal have been signed.
Yet it has left behind a mze of unresolved problems,

a trail of dead, and a massive repression against lefuists
and trade unionists, 2

For us as socialists it is essential to analyse the his=
tory and events of the last few months to see how the
perspectives outlined in the December I.S. have re-
mained unchanged and to draw from this experience
important lessons for the future.

It is difficult to express and convey fully the courage,
determination and enthusiasm which Itralian workers have
displayed over these months. In spite of provocation from
the police, the authorities and the bosses, they have
managed alrhost without exception to remain undeterred
and not to lose sight of their objectives.,

It must be stressed that the impetus fdr the struggle

came from the rank and file. Yet the movement has
been directed by the official trade union apparatus,
This apparent contradiction is both real and unreal at
the same time,

On the one hand the pressure from below has resulted
in the unprecedented unity of all trade unions (Chris=
tian Democrat, Social Democrar and Communist), an
alliance which has been formed first at the rank and
file level and then mirrored atthe top, The apparatus
has been able to regain L'(M][rx’}_of/(Tfu leadership of the
struggle only to the extent that it has accepted and ad-
vanced the genuine demands of the base. However,
once the unieon bureaucracy had regained gontrol, they
were able to use it to divert and danﬁpen the struggle,

This does not mean that at the trade union level
the contracts have resulted in a complete sellout. On
the contrary, large (if not dramatic) increases in wages
have been won. The working week will be reduced 1o
40 hours without loss of pay over three years. The right
of the trade union to be represented in the factory through
a shop and department delegate structure and general
assemblies has been won. The differentials in benefits,
holidays, and assistance between blue-collar and white~
collar workers have been decreased, <

All this goes most of the way towards meeting some
of the demands of the rank and file. They are impor=
tant concessions wrested from the bosses with great sac-

rifices. (For many months take-home pay has often
been below half its normal level. ) The trade union bu-
reaucracy, however, in fighting for some of the trade
union demands of the workers hias managed to frustrate
their wider aspirations, The struggle has effectively

been politically defused.

The rift between large and small employers already
apparent in September has increased over the last few
months, While both sides complain bitterly about the
hiardship and difficulties which the concessions they had
to make to workers are going to cause them, the truth
of the matter is that they affect them very differently
indeed. LY

The more modermn international employers (Fiat, Pir-
elli, Iri, erc.) can easily afford the increased costs by
raising productivity, expanding production and gener-
ally taking over a Iarg-c'r share of the market. Interna-
lionally, also, they are better placed to take advantage
of the revaluation of the mark. Many small or medium
small producers may well, instead, be forced out of
production or to merge with the larger giants,

This rift is reflected in the turmoil within the Con=
federation of Italian Industry (Confindustria). The
smaller producers are leaving it to the giants and flock-
ing towards the Confederation of Small Industries. Even

within the nationalised industries there is a rift between

large and small, i

The contracts which were agreed to separately indus-
try by indusiry led to the fragmentation of the working-
¢lass offensive in the last stages of the struggle, The
weaker sections were left to fend for themselves. The
same process was mirrored within the industrialists. Yert
it had a torally different meaning. The unity of the
working class is its very strength. For the employers,
instead, a strategy which is designed to drive the least
efficient out of business or into the arms of their bigger
brothers strengthens the class as a whole, The process
may be superficially similar, but it is qualitatively
different.

The differences between the two sections of the em-
ploying classes, today as in September, resull in two
different political perspectives. On the one hand the
more dynamic and less economically threatened mem-=
bers of the ruling class opt for a reformist path, a stra=
tegy based on the integration of the CP into the govern-
ment sphere in the hope of neutralising the working
class, On the other, the more backward business and
industrial sectors are calling for law and order and a
switch to the right.

The Social Democrats are the chief exponent of the
right-wing solution. By splitting from Nenni's Socialists
on the issue of the CP's possible contribution to the gov-
emment, they had clearly indicated over the summer
that they intended to use the inevitable disorders of au-
tumn to appe al to the country as a party of order. To
this effect, a campaign was mounted to create tension

o

Andrea Savonuzzi

and anxiety,
The sharp contrast between the hysterical articles in
the papers and the responsibility and cool determina=

. tion of the workers threatened to puncture the fear of

revolution that they were counting on until the death of
apoliceman and the explosion of a bomb in Milan, Yet
the hysteria and the violence are not unconnected. The
Ob:

crver wrote, ‘Nobody is crazy enough to blame

President Saragat for the bombings . But the entire left
is saying today that*his "strategy of tension” indirectly
encouraged the far right to go over to terrorism. '

This strategy has, however, failed in spite of Nouvel

Observateur's report that immediately after the death

of the policeman President Saragat sent a telegram of
condolences accusing the leftists before any proof was
presented or arrests made. An attempt was made to
capitalise on the bomb tragedy according to the Evening

Standard: 'At the moment of panic, after the bomb,

the Italian President, prompted by powerful industrial
forces, planned ... the dissolution of the two Chambers
and a coup d'etat a la de Gaulle'. But this failed.

It is impossible to say whether the reports in these
papers are correct, The Italian press has remained sil-
ent on all this, Indeed, attempts were made through
the various Italisn embassies to silence the reporters,
Yet what is clear is that a right-wing turn inspired by
the more backward industrial concerns and some of
the more reactionary political forces has not taken place
or has been stopped. This is not accidental, The strength
of the left and the maigin for manoceuvre which Italian
capital has for reformist policies still imply attempts
to induce the CP to join, or at least support, the gov=
ernment in the near fulun\

Out of the struggle the CP has emerged as a respon=
sible party of order. It is true that through its trade
union it has largely led the trade union struggle. But
what would be more accurate to say is that the party
has abdicated all responsibility of leadership to the
trade union. It has increased its membership = no doubt
losing some of its most militant members, but recruit=
ing from previously unorganised and unpolitical work-
CIs,

The expulsion of a group of left-wing intellectuals
wlio had started a magazine, Il Manifesto, which ex=
pressed mildly revolutionary aspirations and opposed the
policy of entry into the government, has created some
unrest in the Party, Although the magazine was only
for consumption by intellectuals and these dissident
comrades had in no way attempted to create a work=
ing class following for themselves, or to set up a real
oppositional tendency inside the Party, they have
still gathered some support,

N

Unrest in the CP

It is a symptom of the troubled state of many CPers
that in Rome, Pisa, Bergamo, Naples and Cagliari
there was deep unrest. Some branch committees had
to be dissolved and some provincial Federations disci-
plined. Yet although this may help the left groups in
some ways, it paradoxically also strengthens the Party.
The CP's strategy of bourgeois respectability and the
attempt 1o enter bourgeois coalitions demanded the
expulsion of these timid revolutionaries. N

The loss of even a few hundred members up and down
the country and the danger of the pull which these com=
rades could exercise outside the party is a small penal-
ty to pay for the increased security which the party as
a whole will be able to afford the bourgeoisie. In the
next few months with the election of the regional gov-
ernments the CP should make its first decisive step
towards the government. Already they have held as
an example before the eyes of all the relative quiet
and calm of the Emilia region where most of the local
councils are already partly in their hands,

At the present moment the two sections of the bour~
geoisie are still unable to solve their conflict one way
or anotheér. At one and the same time approaches to
the CP and random acts of repression are made.

The liberal government of the liberal parliament,

.
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manned mostly by anti-fascists, is using fascist laws,
in particular Article 272 which forbids propaganda for
the dictatorship of one class over another, Article 305
which forbids subversive politics by association (any
association), and Article 415 which forbids stirring up
class hatred, Seven thousand leftists and trade union=
ists are now under indictment under these acts, Yet in
the long run there can be no solution to the problems
of the Italian ruling class with this kind of semi-re-
pressive measure which can only heighten the clasg

struggle. °

The prospects for the Italian ruling class are still those
of relative expansion in spite of a massive flight of cap-
ital abroad. So long as these perspectives hold, so does
a reformist solution. Already the more progressive ele=
ments are thinking of using the Constitutional Court
to declare the inapplicability of these laws,

The magnitude of the struggle and the unity of the
Hiree main trade unions which diminishes their expli=
cit political dJlu.;iJnc«. should have opened new pers=
pectives and opportunities for the revolutionary left,
The attempts by the trade union bureaucracy to divert
the attention of the workers at the l,u;hl‘ of the strug=~
sainst high rents, the chaos of

gle towards protests ag
urban transport, the inadequacies of the welfare state

and governmental corruption, could have given the left

an important levera

Double-Edged Weapons :

Most of the weapons in the hands of the bureaucracy
are double~edged. When the struggle is specific, they
attempt to widen it in the hope of diminishing its inten~
sity. But this leads them to raise more political slogans
and more political demands, Such is a contradiction
of the impasse and ambiguity in which they find them=
rol of their

selves. On the one hand they rely on ¢
mass basc for their bargaining power with the ruling
class, on the other they constantly need to prove their
militant opposition to employers fo retain their base,

The more political perspectives which the bureaucra=
cy has opened up could have been better used by the
left, Instead of exploiting these contradictions, they
relied on blanket opposition to all® actions of the bureau-
cracy to increase their political standing and to heigh=
ten consciousness. Inevitably they have tended to fail.

A precondition for an effective policy by the left to-
day is the recognition of the importance of the official
trade unions. Instead they simply raise the utopian call
for a revolutionary trade union. Thus they left them-
selves open to accusations of splitting the working class
Jjust as it was enjoying its new-found unity. The problem
today is not the setting up of new trade unions, but draw-
ing up and fighting for a set of demands-which will ef=
fectively attract around the left groups the most con=
scious elements of the class in a programme of internal

\. -
oppositen 10 the existent union bureatcracy.
iy

and
theoretical understanding ¢ ard par-

ons, et¢, The history of Stalinism

This, however, requires(a clear persp
Yie roje of a van

, the trade
which still distorts, even if by rejection (which
yet total or colierent) the Iralian left makes progress

very difficult,
These inadeqtiacies led to the relative isolation of
e of the workers, More

the left groups from the str
tragically, perhaps, the very same problems led to the

relative ineffectiveness of the rank-and-file commit-
iees, - -
These are democratic institutions set up by militant

workérs inside factories often with the aid of outside

politicos. During the last couple of years and through-
out the summer they have been a very important elem-
ent in the struggle. Yet during this autumn they, too,
have proved unable to provide a political leadership.
They, too, have been left largely watching from the
sidelines as the official trade union apparatus regained
control of the rank and file,

At the time of the guerilld struggles of the summer,
the rank and file commitiees were able to increase their
prestige. They were able to inject politics into the fac-
tory, press for rank and file control and initiative, and
win important concessions.

When the struggle expanded, however, the crisis of
the rank and file committees became apparent. Hav=
ing remained outside of the trade unions and in a sense
counter-posing themselves to them, they could not

7~ lead the struggle on the factory floor, This would have
required that they accept delegated authority from the
rank and file to negotiate with the union apparatus and
with the employers. Yer they rejected this role.

They were able to provide new methods of struggle
for workers, such as the wildcar strike and more flexi=
ble opposition to the employers. But they were unable
substitute themselves fully for the trade unions, unable
to provide a national organisation, unable by law to

sign contracts With employers. They relegated them-
selves to the role of pressure groups outside of the main=
stream of eventsé In a sense they had exiled them=
selves from the class to which they belonged.

Implicit in their actions is the confusion between the
political vanguard and the democratic self-organisation
of the class. By trying to fulfil both roles they fulfilled
n either.

The left has also proved to have an ultra-left position
towards the police force. This is understandable, The
brutality of the Italian police is well known. After the
killing of a policeman in Milan, there was a full-scale
police insurrection in the barracks and a desire expres-
sed to ‘clean up !he‘universily' and do away with the
left = an insurrection which might well have had fatal
consequences and had to be put down by other police-
men using tear gas. :

.

Still, it was essential that strikers and demonstrators
differentiate between the role which policemen play
and the policemen themselves, Acute social unrest is
reflected in the police force as much as in the petit-
eoisie as'a whole. Indeed there are ample sigus
that there is deep dissatisfaction among policemen in

Traly.

Letters have been sent 10 newspapers complgining a-
bout their conditions and expressing sympathy with the
ideals and aims of the students. There have also been
some sit-down strikes in barracks of poljcémcn who re=
fused to go on duty, These contradictions might have
been usefully exploited with a sensitive atritude. The

chance was lost,

Chronic Sectarianism

The theoretical, political and practical problems
which beset the Iralian revolutionaries have no egsy
solution. I certainly do not want te imply that they do
not raise important issues of principle, One of the most
unhealthy aspects is, however, the failure of the differ-
ent groups to openly debate and discuss their differen-
ces in order to see common positions and solutions.
Instead there is a chronic sectarianism, a failure to
tackle theoretical differences. Indeed there seems to
be an extreme suspicion of any theoretical approach,
This is an insurmountable barrier which faces Italian
revolutionaries in the present period.

At the moment, one phase of the workers' struggle

is over, In the next few months other contracts are up.
for renewal in some of the more backward industrial
areas such as textiles. The left once again will be faced
In order to meet it, the rank and file
committees will have to understand that their role is
ant shop stewards' commit-
tee within the structure of the unions. They must not

with a challenge

to be something like a mi

be the exclusive preserve of politicos but open to all
genuine militants. They must accept delegated author=
ity. They must fight for the recognition of their role
within the trade union movement.

The left groups must debate all the theeretical issues
and strategies which confront them openly with a view
towards unification. It is impossible to predict whether
either the rank nnd‘ﬁ!c ¢ mmittees or the revolutionary
groups will be equal to the task.

The Italian ruling class is deeply split on the strategy
to follow and the political solutions to seek. Since the
most powerful industrial groups support a reformist poli=
¢y and the integration of the CP into the government,
for the time being this can be the only possible solution.
Much, however, depends on the international economic
situation and on whether, therefore, a reformist road will
remain open.

Exerpted from International Socialism, an English
International Socm/hlarch 1970.

The War
Cameto
Minneapolis

I, as citizen,
put out my hand,
part cover and part greeting.

There was a child there,
and my hand became a weight
I could not hold,

As I watched it lower,

my fingers spread like a star
and began to bend

at the joints.

The tips touched the child's head
first,

but continued to descend,

going heavily down

into the five holes

in :he soft head of the child,

My fragmentation fingers

filled the ragged hollows of his head,
and the weight lifted

from off my hard hand,

transferred to the dead child,

and tightened my bent fingers

as they gripped the Honeywell wounds
like a bowling ball,

Christ, I said,
I don't want to play,

e

INS/AIM

u:s. FBL’ (Cluster Bomb Unit) fragmentation bomb,
manufactured by Honeywell in Minneapolis, Minn.

not with this equipment,
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The Environmental Crisis:
A Socialist Perspective

As environmental catastrophes occur with increasing
(requcn('/\ and severity, we see the bcgmmllg of a new
movement with great potential mass appeal. Unfortu~
nately, the new ecology movement, which it usually
calls itself to emphasize its concern with nran’s rela-
tionship to the total environment, seems destined to re-
peat the same mistakes which have been fatal to other
movements fog change. -

Even though their Doom's Day scenarios differ only in
details - such as whether pollution of the atomosphere
is goimng 10 b“llg on a new ice .'lsL' or cause a gcncral
temperature increase which will melt the polar ice caps =
leaders of the ecology movement continue to act as if
traditional Democratic Party reform politics and lobby-
ing within a basically unchanged social system hold
the key to survival,

Indeed, some of them attenipt to make the issue a
personal, moral one and not pb}nical at all. And, after
all, haven't Establishment politicians from Lindsay to
Reagan, not to mention Nixon, endorsed the goals of
the movement? We all have to breathe, It should be
just a matter of cleaning things up once everyone real-
izes there is a problem. Each of us must stop his own
personal polluting and vote for candidates who under=
stand the importance of the issue.

There is, of course, a catch to this. Even forgetting
about the obvious fact thatumany politicians are taking
up the environmentalissue simply to divert attention
from such “divisive" issues as inflation, poverty, racism,
and a losing imperialist war, there is little reason to
believe that the crisis can be solved within the frame=-
work of thie capitalist system.. If you think that the
threatened extinction of all life will necessarily shock
the world’s rulers into saving the day, consider the nu-
clear arms race. We have been threatened with nuclear
extinction for years. Instead of disarmament, we see a
new acceleration of the arms race with the introduction
of the ABM,

The threat of the final destruction of a liveable en-
vironment will not cause the capitalist ¢lass or their
bureaucratic counterparts in the "Communist* world to
stop that destruction, any more than the threat of nu-
clear destruction has forced them to disarm. Imperial-

ism,

the permanent arms ¢conomy, and capitalist com-
petition have a logic of their own which admits no con-

sideration of even the end qf lifé wself. The struggle to

save the environment is astruggle against those who
rule, and thus it could not be more political.
Ending pollution and reversing the process of enyir-

onmental deterioration will be a very expensive pro-
cess. Ecology movement leaders, politicians, and the

Sara Whité Bob White

media alike emphasize that it will mean "sacrifices

for us all”, i.e., that the masses of people will have

to subsidize pollution control through higher taxes and
prices and a general decline in their standard of liv-

ing - while the prerogatives and power of the ruling class
remain untouched. Such “sacrifices” could only be im-
posed from above, by a state with increased repressive
powers.

Reactionary as this "solution” is, even it would pro-
bably have as much chance of surviving today's cut-
throat internasional competition as the ocean’s whales,
which are being slaughtered to extinction by the fleets
of the United States, Japan, and Russia. Any-real sol-
ution to the crisis will demand democratic planning in
a social system freed from the insatiable drive for pro-
fit which characterizes capitalism,

It is easy for the individual to feel very guilty about
the destruction of the environment, since most of the
mass media coverage of the issue and a segment of the
ecology movement have focussed attention of individu-
al consumption as the basic cause of pollutten. If you
are not willing to give up "luxuries” like your automo-

CAPITALISM \ \

bile, you are as guilty as a polluting industrialist.

This view ignores the fact that there is no mass alter-
native to the automobile = in part because of the pow=
er of the”auto industry and in part because, except for
an inadequate, bare minimum parceled out to neces-
sary social services, taxes are spent to maintain the
permanent arms economy and its imperialist wars rath-
er than to build anything on the order of mass rapid
transit systems. It is not ‘we, but they, the capitalists,
who are causing the pollution. We should feel guilty
only if we aren't trying to break their power.

Although the temptation will be great to try to restrict
the ecology movement to efforts to gain the ears of those
in power, especially now when they seem so attentive,
this is a “short-cut” to nowhere. The revolutionary
changes that the environmental crisis demands will inev~
itably "aliemate"” those politicians who are now "on our
sid including the Muskies and all the and all the
other liberal Democrats.

The ecology movement must learn from the sad ex-
ample of the anti-war movement, which followed Mc-
Carthy into the Democratic Party and ended viewing




Humphrey as the lesser evil while McCarthy carried on
the struggle by going to cover the World Series. If the
movement had maintained its independence, it would
not have had to start all over again several months and
thousands of lives lost in Vietnam later.

The Democratic Party is as much an institution for
maintaining the power of the corporations as the Re-
publican Party. The unorganized, atornized “public”
is no match for the tremendous power of the monopoly
corporations when it comes fo influencing capitalist
politicians or governmental regulatory agencies. Thus
any movement which confines itself to supporting Dem-
ocratic and Republican “friends of the environment”
and legislative regulation of industry will end in de=
fear. )

Moreover, the ecology movement must begin to see
environmental destruction as just another result of a
system which produces for profit and not for use; a
system which pays farmers not to produce while people
starve to death; which wastes millions of dollars on ad-
vertising trying to create new needs for useless products
among those who can afford them, while the crying
needs of the society go unfulfilled; a system whose im=
perialist foreign policy maintains the misery of the
masses of the world's people; a system which spends
billions of dollars on instruments of death,

The movement should begin to raise demands like

the following:

(1) An immediate end to off-shore drilling and other
projects that destroy the environment, with no compen-
sation to the corporations doing the destruction;

(2) A 100% tax on profits of corporations that continue
to pollute, plus reparations payments for past damages;

(3) End arms production and the war in Vietnam;
withdrawal of troops from all foreign countries;

(4) Money obtained from (2) and (3) to be used for a
massive rebuilding program for the cities to make them
liveable, human, and green, providing a guaranteed
job for everyone, planning to be controlled by local
residents; for mass transit development and pollution -
controls and reversal programs;

(5) Workers' control of working conditions;

(6) End all chemical, biological, and nuclear wea=
pons research;

(7) Support for social revolution in the Third World;
end support to all reactionary regimes;

(8) Full agricultural production to feed starving people
of the world;

(9) Support for women's liberation throughout the
world, including the right to free abortion and an end
to tracking and job discrimination against women = pro=
viding an alternative to exclusive child-rearing roles
for women, :

We believe that these demands cannot be granted
within the framework of capitali s
within the framework of the capitalist system. But
they are certainly demands that a rational human soci=
ety would fulfill, We will struggle for thiese demands
with others in the belief that many will become con~
vinced of the need for revolutionary change during the
struggle. The destruction of the environment and the
real possibility it poses of an end to all life makes the
destruction of the barbarous class systems of the world
all the more urgent. >
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.The fundamental responsibility for our "envir-
onmental” problems lies with the capitalist sys-
tem and the bourgeoisie who run it.It is not simp-
1y that capitalism pollutes the air and water, and
builds ugly cities, and produces shoddy goods.
Rather it is that the system has developed 2 soci=
ety fundamentally out of harmony with the non-
human world upon which man's survival depends.
This disharmony has now reached a point at which
the survival of the species, let alone its future de~
velopment, is threatened. :

The ill effects of capitalism on.the natural
world are not, in the main, directly due to its
planlessness and competition - significant as
these are. The main problem is the basic drive
of the system for unending accumnulation, caused
by competition, The world is treated as a mine,
with resources to be¢ extracted as quickly as pos-
sible, rather than as an interdependent ecosystem.

We oppose the idea that technology or indus=
trialism has created our ecological predicament.
On the contrary, technology has given us the pos-

" sibility of a new harmony with the non-human
world. Pre-industrial peoples such as American
Indians, did not and do not live in harmony with
nature - they are dominated by nature, oppressed
by the external world. Modern technological
potentialities point to a society with a wholly new
type of human civilization: where nature will be
humanized and man will be naturalized (Marx).

We reject the concept that overpopulation is
the root of pollution and mass hunger. Capitalism
with its drive toward limitless expansion, unend-

ing accumulation, has produced a similar popula-

tion "policy" of limitless expansion. Only a so=
ciety which is based on production for human need
instead of imbalance, on respect for the indivi-
dual instead of the degradation of the masses ~ on-
ly such a society can limit its population growth
by voluntary means.

-Many theorists chose to blame the ills of capi-
talism on the population increase, instead of the
other way around. Since Malthus, "overpopula-
tion" has been used explicitly to "prove" the im-

s possibility of socialism, While opposing neo-Mal-
thusianism, Marxists see the need to fit humani-
ty's numbers to a finite earth, Positively, we say
that socialism can ameliorate the immediate ef-
fects of “overpopulation” by decongesting cities
and feeding the hungry. More importantly only
international socialism can end population growth,

All attempts to regulate business “in the public
interest " have failed. They had to fail because it
is a bourgeois state, serving the capitalists' inter-
ests. Business, by definition, is wellv‘t’)}g’&ui'zed
and wealthy. It can swamp and enmesh govern-
ment agencies and programs by virtue of its inevi-
table influence. The public is amorphous and un=
organized. It cannot maintain the same steady
pressure on a regulating agency that an industry
can,

For the same reason, movements for "conserva-
tion", "consumer protection”, or “better environ=
ment” are doomed to small victories and big de=
feats. However, middle=-class based, single-issue
movements can help stir things up until a more
powerful social sector is activated, They are
themselves symptoms of a widespread discontent
with the quality of our Way of Life, and we sup-
port these movements, always pointing out their
limitations.

The only sector both capable of making real
social changes and with the interest to do so, is
the working class, The "environmentalist” move=

ment can make changes only if it orients to the
American people as workers -= organized or po- |
tentially organized around their place of work -
rather than as “citizens” or as "consumers”,

The political-economic power of or

s canhiave an

L in counterbalancing

the capitalists’ domination of the state. Not that
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workers' organiza(iéns can change the nature of
the state, but that organized workers can pre-
sent a more ongoing "lobby" than consumer ot
conservationist groups can. We demand that union
lobbies fight for a human environment. However,
only an independent workers' party will be able
to really represent the egological inleres[g‘of
Americans.

Workers should decide to directly intervene in
the economic process to stop producing and dis-
tributing shoddy or dangerous goods, o stop poi=
soning the environment, to not permit buildings
to be erected in the wrong places, Such a pro-
gram requires both collective bargaining and di=
rect action. Organizationally, it requires factory
workers' committees linked up by representatives
with other committees.

While such demands will at first be mainly
negative, they imply the end of capitalist manage=
ment and will not be granted without continuous
struggle. Such organization implies an economy
run from the bottom up, democratically planned,
for hunan needs, not profit -- socialism. It im-
plies a state based on workers' org anizations ==
a workers' state.

Workers' can be organized to fight in this way,
but not if the purpose is only to fight against gen-
eral ecological-consumer problems. However,
the problem of environmental deterioration is a
very concrete one for most working. people. Most
adults spend most of their waking lives in their
occuipational environment = the deadliest ofall.
The issue of miners’ "black=lung" disease has
resulted in one example of workers' fighting for
a better working environment, which includes not
only pollution, but all aspects of job conditions.
Environment groups should concentrate on educa=
ting workers about these facts = although there are
many facts about environment which workers
could teach to middle-class crusaders.

Of course, the bourgeois politicians have none
of these thoughts in mind when they call for new
environmental or consumer laws, Partly they are
making political hay out of a groundswell of
popular revulsion against being killed by poisons
and dangerous cars. Partly they are sincerely try=
ing to deal with a problem by the only methods
they know. But most importantly they are trying
to channel general discontent away from questions
of income, race, and war toward the more co-op-
table area of "environment”.

What we see as the weakness of this issue the
ruling class sees as its virtue. We must point out
and oppose the large-scale attempt to substitute
"ecology" for other ongoing progressive struggles,
Such substitution does "anvi‘r\on mentalism" no
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