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ISCA Program in Brief

We stand for socialism: the collective ownership
and democratic control of the economy, established by
a revolutionary transformation from below and aimed
toward the building of a new society.

We stand for a socialist policy which is completely
independent of and opposed to both of the reactionary
systems of exploitation which now divide the world:
capitalism and bureaucrati¢c Communism.

Capitalism is an outlived system of private profit
and corporate oppression, .even where represented as
the ‘‘welfare state’’ and administered by liberals or
social democrats. At home, in the midst of a false
prosperity based on a Permanent War Economy, it
perpetuates unemployment, poverty and racism, while
witch-hunting radical social dissent in the name of
‘*anti-Communism.’’ Abroad, struggling to contain or
absorb the colonial revolution, its imperialism spreads
reaction and prolongs underdevelopment, in the name
of democracy but in the interest§ of its own hegemony.

The self-styled Communist regimes, Russian, Mao-
ist or independent, are systems of totalitarian collec-
tivism that are similarly counterposed to Socialism.
Ruled from above by bureaucracies that control the
state that owns the means of production, they regi-
ment at home in the name of industralization, while
choking or perverting revolution abroad — by way of
the various Communist parties, which are political
agents of the ruling bureaucracies, not of the working
class,

Our orientation is toward socialism from below,
not dispensation from above, toward a socialist stra-
tegy which has nothing in common with the various
attempts at permeating or reforming the ruling classes
of the world,

The Independent Socialist Clubs of America are
educational and activist organizations which seek to
contribute to. the training of a new generation of
socialists and the rebirth of a mass socialist move-
ment in the U,S, Based on the ideas of revolutionary
Marxism, we look to the working class black and
white, blue collar and white collar, as the basic
progressive force in society. We work toward the
development of a genuine political alternative to the
capitalist power structure and its parties, toward

a new mass party of the working class, the black
community and the anti-war movement.

We stand for full support to the struggle for black
liberation, for self-defense against racist terror and
police brutality, and the independent self-organiza-
tion of the ghetto. We look forward to a future’coalition
of black and white workers, but blacks cannot allow
their struggle today to be subordinated to the present
conservative consciousness of American workers.

We applaud the new currents of militancy spread-
ing through the labor movement and manifested in the
growing wave of strikes. We call for an uncompromis-
ing fight by rank-and-file caucuses against racism
and bureaucratism in the trade union movement,
against the subordination of the interests of labor to
the demands of imperialism and corporate profit.

Within the anti-war movement, we are for a militant
fight for a democratic, anti-imperialist foreign policy,
for the withdrawal of American troops from all foreign
lands and unilateral disarmament. We are for strength-
ening all tendencies toward a Third Camp of those who
reject both war blocs and their military preparations.
In Vietnam, we favor not only popular revolutign against
American domination, but also the rejection by the
masses involved in that revolution of the Communist
leadership of the NLF. A new revolutionary leadership
must be created if the popular struggle against U.S.
imperialism is not to be betrayed by the rise of a new
bureaucratic ruling class as in China and North Vietnam,
As aprecondition for an independent Vietnam, we demand
immediate withdrawal of U,S, troops. If withdrawal
means a major defeat for Washington, it is of its own
making. More importantly, if this defeat is incturred or
quickened by the demands of an indignant American peo-
ple, then Washington's defeat would be the American
people’s victory. e

Qur view of socialism is both revolutionary and
democratic, both humanist and working class: aninter-
national, revolutionary-democratic movement of op-
position that presents a third choice for the world, for a
new world of freedom and peace, anew society of abun-
dance that will give men the power tocreate and control
their own lives.



EDITORIALS

Vietnam
And the New Politics

So many new and critical stages in the Vietnam war
have been proclaimed in the past few years that calling
attention to yet another one invites a shrug of the shoul-
ders. But to ignore the fact that the stunning defeat of
the Americans and South Vietnamese government during
the recent Tet offensive has brought about a qualitative
shift in the war itself and at the same time produced a
deepening of the crisis in American politics which
transcends those of the past would be a very serious
mistake, Fér both the enormous dangers as well as the
new possibilities for opposition to the war and to the
political and social order which has bred it must be
carefully assessed if anythmg is to be done to change
the situation,

POLITICS OF INCINERATION

The dangers are obvious. Even today General West-
moreland asks for 200,000 more troops for Vietnam.
The pressure on Khe Sanh with all of the deadly paral-
lels to Dienbienphu continues to build up. Whether by
deliberate calculation or by criminal incomipetence,
or both, the American military command has chained
up 5000 Marines as a sacrifice whose deaths will be
used as an emotional justification for further escalation
of the war and, not improbably, for the use of tactical
nuclear weapons. The South Vietnamese regime, never
more than an agency of American control can no
longer pose as anything other than a military dictator-
ship pure and simple, which locks away its Buddhist
and independent oppopents, The facade of the ‘‘other
war,’’ has fallen away to reveal most of South Viet-
nam, rural and urban, under the control of the Viet
Cong. And perhaps most important of all, the hatred
of the ordinary South Vietnamese people for the de-
stroyers of their country and the lives of their people,
the Americans, grows and grows sothatthey are pushed
ever more into the arms of their enemy's enemy, the
Viet Cong.

All that is left to a bankrupt Johnson administration
is a deeper and more vicious policy of military escala-
tion: a policy which, in the absence of new and more
effective opposition, will inevitably be adopted by John-
son. The increased danger of a war with China and of
the Third World War itself, together with internal
repression at home, strengthening the already power-
ful tendencies toward the creation of a GarrisonState in
America, thus loom on the horizon.

MASS DISAFFECTION

And yet, out of this same military and political de-
bacle there have arisen new possibilities for building an
opposition movement — one genuinely independent of the
old parties and militant in the struggle to change Ameri-
can society. These possibilities rest, first of all, upon
the awareness, at every level of American society, of
the inadequacy of the political and economic orders to

solve any of the internal, let alone foreign, problem
facing the United States. Confusion, despair, and feel-
ings of powerlessness, are mixed with a willingness to
consider new approaches, new ideas, and new political
strategies which break out of the accepted patternof the
past thirty years. The American involvement in Viet-
nam is at' one and the same time cause and symbol of
the destruction of these old certainties.

Related to this mass disaffection is the public collapse
of the ieas and programs of the establishment itself.
Its disarray mirrors the disarray of therestof Ameri-
can society. After some twenty years of nearly unani-
mous bi-partisan agreement of the fundamental out-
lines of American cold war policy, serious and possibly
irreparable divisions have begun to appear among top
circles of the economic and political establishment.
These established leaders, sensing for the first time
the monster which they as well as Johnson are respon-
sible for, draw back, confused and fearful of the conse-
quences of the Vietnam war and of the policy which has
led to it, even while they are incapable of comprehend-
ing, much less dealing with, the roots of the crisis.

Thus at the very point of a new escalation, one of the
most important voices of Americanbusiness, the WALL
STREET JOURNAL, advises its readers to be prepared
for a defeat in Vietnam. By itself this would be important
enough, Its true significance however, which testifies
to the depth and extent of the political crisis produced
by these divisions, lies in the fact that the policy which
the JOURNAL regards as futile and self-destructive
is the one that Johnson is clearly going to continue to
pursue, deaf to the warnings of his supporters, im=-
pervious to the criticisms of even the most conser-
vative elements.
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THE OLD IMPOTENCE. . .

Among the politicians too, this awareness of the
futility of Johnson's policy has grown; and to the same
degrees that they feel their own inability to stop what
they regard now as a disaster, finding themselves
passive onlsokers in the destruction of the system
to which they otherwise loyally adhere, to that extent
do the divisions become ever deeper and the political
crisis more severe.

Along with Robert Kennedy, thus, they despair at
the coursé of events which they are powerless to
affect. But when faced with the choice of breaking with
the system of which they are a part, they draw back:
for them there are no alternatives, no new ways to act.
They fall back into empty rhetoric, or expressions,
often moving, of moral indignation: Or they continue
to hope against hope for ‘‘reason’’ to return:to the
Administration. Thus Fulbright in his recent Senate
speech calling for Congressional approval of any new
escalation of the war (as if that would matter|) was,
by his own admission, only attempting to re-open 'a
dialogue with the President, in the hopes that Johnson
might be cajoled or pressured into shifting his posi-
tionl This astonishing display of political impotence
and desperation is matched by Robert Kennedy's re-
peated statements of support for Johnson' in 1968 —
statements which follow close on the heels of some
of the strongest expressions of disgust and dismay
to come from the mouth of an establishment politician
in many, many years.

Never before in the history of the Cold War, then,
has the Establishment been so divided as it is now.
Nevertheless when all is said and done, all of them,

from McCarthy and Kennedy to Fulbright, remaip
politically and gocially within the boundaries of that
policy, unhappily, fearfully, but still basically tied g
it because they are tied to the mdaintenance of Ameri-

"can capitalism.

.. . AND NEW POLITICS

The important point is not merely that the Establish-
ment is divided, but that they are now VULNLERABLE.
The loss of confidence, the questioning of basic val-
ues, the increasing isclation of Johnson and his clifue,
together with these schisms at the top must be seen
as an opportunity to be seized, Not tocajole or wneedle
within the establishment, but to begin the hard, long,
and yet completely necessary task of breaking it down,
further demoralizing and discrediting it. Opposition
to the war, militant opposition, beginning with the
demand for immediate withdrawal of American troops,
must be intensified. Demonstrations which seek out the
weak points of the leaders —including especially the Lib-
eral leaders — of the establishment must be escalated.
These together with independent politicalaction through
the formation of Peace and Freedom parties must i
used to exacerbate the divisions in the establishment
and at the same time to solidify opposition to the war
as well as to give the mass of American people a new
sense of hope for the solution of the problems of Ameri-
can society. All of those who have grown disillusioned
with the old way of American politics must be drawn
into this new movement. For war andregimentation, the
new movement must offer the perspective of a genuine
commitment to democracy — here and throughout the
world — and to revolutionary social change — at home
and abroad.

- Upheaval in Poland

The fighters against war and injustice in Tokyo and in
the streets of Detroit are not alone in this world - they
have allies in Eastern Europe, As the IS goes to press,
events which are parallelled only by the demonstrations
prior to the Hungarian Revolution are unfolding in the
Communist police states. Over ten thousand students
in Warsaw - joined by newly aroused contingents of
adults = are battling the police. With developments in
Czechoslovakia, and slight rumblings, within Russia
itself, not to mention continued tumult in China and
bureaucratic unrest in Cuba, there are indications that
the momentous discontent against American im-
perialism is now being paralleled by a renewal of the
international revolution against the secondruling class,
the Cummunist elites. No event could have more
momentous consequences for the world as a whole and
as an aide to the struggle against the American state
department in particular, The enemies of both ruling
classes are the struggles of the people themselves for
a better and freer life.

POLAND & HUNGARY 1956

The East European developments are as yet unformed.
But they have, taken together, a smell sharply rem-
iniscent of the tweo years preceding the Polish and
Hungarian revolutions of 1956. The events in Poland and
Czechoslavakia stir the most interest. Each have their
own significance.

The more restrained events have occurred in Czech-

oslovakia. But these have a hidden potential. Until
recently that country has been one of the most resistant
to liberalization in Eastern Europe. Last year, the hard
line Czech Communist leader Novotny was ‘‘kicked up-
stairs’’ and now he has taken to touring factoriesto
appeal publicly for support from the population. The
fight between the Communist [army ‘‘liberals” and
hardliners has broken out into the open, festuring 2mong
other things, declarations :hout the necd for greater
freedom of political parties. The people have not
actively entered the\bonﬂicn But the pattern follows
that of pre-1956. Then, pressure from the population
caused liberalization. This in turn caused sharp inner
party struggles in which the party factions, threatened
by each other, turred to the people themselves fof
support. Once having done so they were unable to pre-
vent the active popular intervention of the masses, &1
intervention which in Hungary toppled the entire Struc-
ture of bureaucratic rule. For this to happen i
Czechoslovakia, which has one of the most cohesive

~and at the same time oppressed working classes in

Eastern Europe, could have enormous consequences.

Poland is more advanceds*There the stydents, now
joinec Sy adults, are out in the streets in the ame kind
of demonstrations and attacks on the regime which
began the revolutions in the nineteen fifties. In the
earlier part of this century, Germany, with its SIrong
socialist movernent .nd tradition of struggle, w3
viewed by Marxists as the vanguard of Luropesn
revolution. Poland plays «n equivalent role for Eastern



Europe today., For thirteen years, since the beginning
workers strikes in 1955, its working class has engaged
in intermittent warfare with the bureaucracy. Its stu-
dent population has displayed unremitting rebellious
tendencies against the totalitarian controls which stifle
freedom. Perhaps even more important, in Poland there
exists the beginnings of a sophisticated revolutionary
socialist leadership for the mass upheavals. Among
those arrested in the current events (startéd in protest
at the closing of a play with anti-Russian lines), have
been Kuron and Modzelewski, young Poles who to=
gether with the longtime Trotskyist Ludwig Hass and
others have formulated a theory of. the Communist
bureaucracy as a new ruling class and who were ar-
rested just two years ago for publishing a manifesto
charting a course of revolution against the regime. Ten
years ago the masses had no comparable incipient
leadership.

DECADE OF FERMENT

This lack, in fact, was one of the reasons why the
Hungarian Revolution was eventually lost, Another
reason was that the revolution did not spread fast
enough:; Today, however, there is ferment throughout
the entire Communist bloc. In Russia itself sporadic
protests by intellectuals continue. In Rumania more
top-level conflicts between the Rumanian leadership
and the Russians continue, conflicts which play upon
the hostility to Russian oppression of Rumania. Re-
sistance to national oppression by the Russians, we
recall, helped to ignite the 1955-56 events, In East
Germany. mounting disquiet, again on bureaucratic
levels, is displayed at the events in Czechoslovakia, It
is fair to say that if the.Czechoslayakian and Polish un-
rest were to spread to East Germany, and involve an
East German working class which marched in the
streets soon after the death of Stalin in 1953, the lid
would indeed be off. It is worth noting also that only
recently the Chinese working class began to involve
itself in street struggles against the more repressive
wing of the Chinese bureaucracy and that top level
conflicts continue in Cuba, with the jailing of Escalante.
The Chinese and Cuban working classes - prevented
from striking and choosing their own leaders and now
more highly concentrated than ever before - each have
tremendous striking power. And finally, even in North
Vietnam the memory of the agrarian revolts in the
late nineteen-fifties against Ho Chi Minh's barbaric
rural policies cannot be forgotten.

The nature of the world today is that each ruling
class, capitalist and Communist, serves as excuse for
the repressions of the other. It will be recalled that
in 1956 the United States sought stability in Eastern
Lurope at the expense of the Hungarian freedom fighters.
And in Vietnam, the Communist National Liberation
Front, the incipient new ruling class of South Vietnam,

competes vigorously with LB]’'s militarist barbarians

in liquidating independent popular struggles such as
that initiated by the Buddhists two years ago. Each
ruling class is threatened by popular struggle and that
is why the ferment.in Eastern Europe today represents

as much a threat to the State Department as it does to

the Communist ruling class internatonally.

These facts should help dictate the response of
American radicals. Two years ago, when the Polish
revolutionaries, Kuron; Modzelewski, Hass, et al were
arrested, a campdign was launched in the United States
by the radical movement to free them. Eventually they
were freed (only to be now rearrested) due undoubtedly
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in part to the pressure here. That campaign was
begun in Berkeley by a coalition which included almost
all of the most principled opponents of the Vietnam war
and the American power structure. It spread through-
out the world. An even larger campaign is called for
now, a campaign which both calls for the release of
the imprisoned students and supports that revolution
which impends, if not tomorrow then at some certain
point in the future, against the Communist bureaucrats.

“PIG COPS” IN POLAND

It is made evermore clear from the Polish events

~ that the world is divided into what is really a three

cornered battle for inheritance of the world between the
two ruling classes, each hostile to and aggressive to-
swards each other, and the struggle of the people for u
better life - between the capitalist world, the Com-
munist bureaucracy, and the Third Camp of the people.
The first has its headquarters in Washington and in-
cludes the Western European regimes (led as some of
them are by pseudo-socialist governments) and the
colonial puppets of the West in such places as Saigon,
Angola, Seoul and Formosa. The camp of the Com-
munists includes the East European regimes, Mao,
Castro, the incipient new rulers of the NLF and other
dictators. The camp of the people does not yet hold
power =~ but it is a front which asserts itself spor-
adically throughout the world - yesterday in the in-
dependent non-NLF struggles of the Vietnamese Bidd-
hists against American imperialism and in the Hun-
garian Revolution; today in the growing trade union un-
rest in America, the demonstrations of the Polish
students, the resistance of the black liberation fighters,
the anti-war battles of American students. As blacks in
the American ghetto struggle against enemy *‘pig"’
cops (as the police in Northern California are affection-
ately known by the Black Panther Party for Self-
Defense) so have anti-Ho North Vietnamese peasants
and anti-Gomulka Polish students struggled against
their own *‘'pig’’ cops.

This struggle is, in toto, the Third Camp and needs
for its success primarily two things - the self con-
fidence of the masses themselves and a consciousness
of its own position. The former will come in the
course of struggle, as it has developed increasingly
in Poland and in the U,S, anti-war movement. The latter
is more difficult and involves the rise of a leadership
which recognizes the real unity of interests inter-
nationally between oppressed peoples everywhere and
the need for the building of an international movement
against both oppressor camps. The growth of such a
leadership must fight against the aforementioned ten-

- dency of each ruling class to usethe other as an excuse

for its own oppression, In the United States that fight
must take an unusualform for radicals here tend often to
the mistaken illusion that the enemy of their enemy is
their friend. In opting for support of such groups as the

NLF, they lose faith inthe struggles, current and latent, -

against oppression as great as that which they them-
selves fight against. They further retard the develop-
ment of a coriqcious'l‘hird Camp leadership which can
see the unity of those struggles and thereby further their
own cases. That is why it is particularly important to
defend Kuron and Modzelewski today for these revolu-
tionaries oppose both international ruling classes and
can serve as an intellectual vanguard not only for the
Polish working class but as an example to aspiring
leadership of mass movements throughout the world.



Carmichael and “Black Unity"

In the six months since the Chicago New Politics
Conference the Black Power Movement has developed
in several different directions. One direction, repre-
sented by Stokely Carmichael’s speeches since he re-
turned from his travels abroad, stresses ‘‘black unity”’
in the face of a monolithic and racist white society.

According to Carmichael, Blacks are doomed to a
struggle for survival in which there is no possibility
of gaining any meaningful support from any section of
white society. Black people are struggling for their
very humanity, whereas even the oppressed elements
in the white community are fighting only for *‘dollars
and cents.” Carmichael concludes that Blacks must
begin now to create a united front to fight against a
permanently hostile white America,

Carmichael’s assertion that Blacks in this country
are entering into a struggle for survival has a strong
element of truth to it. One need only look at the news-
papers to understand that the Johnson Administration
and the big city machines are prepared to stop at
nothing this summer when the nation's ghettoes again
rise up in protest against their oppression, There is
talk of tanks capable of carrying twenty men, tear
gas, mace, and even more novel and macabre types
of weaponry* which the police are preparing to use in
case of any trouble.

“BLACK UNITY"

But the question is: does Carmichael’'s strategy
represent a practical line of defense for the ghetto?
We think not. The call for *‘black unity'' can mean
many_different things, On the one hand, it COULD
mean a demand for unity based upon the kind of
radical social program that can end racism and rac-
ist exploitation in this country; that is, a program
which points to the need for a new kind of politics in
America, in which the corporate power structure
would no longer be permitted to carry out its re-
actionary domestic and foreign policies. This kind of
call for united action would, as part and parcel of its
‘attack on, the white power structure, put the conser-
-vative elements in the Black community in the position
of having to forfeit their ties to the Establishment as
the precondition for unity.

However, the impression one gains from listening
to Carmichael's speeches is that he is projecting
an all-inclusive Black unity based solely on the rhe-
toric of Black Power. Of course, it is difficult right
now to say precisely what he is proposing, since
his strategy has only begun to be spelled out in prac-
tice. Nonetheless, there: are several indications that
Carmichael is advocating an umbrella-type of unity

which includes elements from the Black community -

who have been most unwilling to assert their inde-
pendence from the white power structure; this unity
is to be cemented by an agreement among Black
leaders not to publicly criticize each others' policies
or perspectives. (This means, of course, that concer-
vative Negro leaders will not be attacked in front of
the BLACK masses as well as in front of whites).
Unfortunately, the consequence of this policy of DE
FACTO accommodation to traditional Negro leaders
makes it impossible to undercut their basis of power
in the ghetto — at least in any democratic way ~— and
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thereby permits them to maintain their dominance,

The twin policies of all-inclusive unity and disinter-
est in the struggles of exploited white Americans
will prove, in the long and short run, disastrous to
any successful struggle for Black survival. For itis
precisely the fact that the stakes are sohigh that makes
imperative the creation of an effective, powerful force
capable of fighting the oppressive and racist power
structure of this country. Carmichael’s unwillingness
to confront the old-line Democratic Party Negro poli-
ticians who have for oo long played the role of ‘‘brok-
ers'’ between the Black masses and the Establishment
means that, to the extent that his strategy is followed,
Black militants will be unable to build an independent,
radical movement in the ghetto.

WHITE ALLIES?

Moreover, it is not only the need to build a militant™
Black movement conscious of who its enemies are that
is sacrificed by Carmichael’s perspective; by consign-
ing white America to the ash can of history, heis
discarding potential allies whose fighting energy willbe
essential to victory against one of the most powerful
and increasingly repressive governments in history.

The fate of black and white oppressed is inextricably
intertwined, We say this not to advance the old liberal
arguments urging Blacks to go slowsoasnot to alienate
the nation's fragile white majority. To the contrary, we
see the development of a militant mass movement in the
ghetto as an urgent and immediate necessity. Ultimate-
ly, however, the success of that movement depends on
whether or not the millions of whites in this country.
who are also exploited by this corporate imperialist
system organize to defend THEIR OWN interests. Blacks
can help to encourage the emergence of such a white
movement — and thus truly constitute themselves 2
**vanguard” for America — by building their own mili-
tant movement with a social program that points the way
to a radical restructuring of this country. But Carmich-
ael's perspective, by counterposing Black survivaltothe
building of coalitions between Black and white oppressed,
only serves to reinforce the current racism and conser-
vatism of many potential white allies.

No one can deny the fact that racism permeates every
section of white society today, including the most exploit-
ed. But it would be suicidal to project this static fact
into a permanent reality. In the past couple of years
America has witnessed a resurgence of mass opposition
not only among anti-war student activists, but among
hundreds of thousands of blue-collar and white-collar
workers. If the current struggles against the power
structure continue, many whites will find themselves
needing every ally they can get —and, DESPITE their
racism they will be much more receptive to al[iancgs
with militant Blacks than they are today when their
struggles are only beginning to raise them out of their
conservative lethargy. > N

o

- BLACK POWER & NEW RADICALS

Black people cannot passively await the development
of militant struggles of whites; the whole idea of Black
Power spoke to the need for Black organization in-
dependent of ALL white forces, no matter how radical




or sympathetic to the struggle for Black liberation
they may be. The Black Power slogan had ‘such dra-
matic appeal precisely because it recognized the fact
that Black people in this country are subject to special
forms of oppression simply because they are Black, and
that they therefore need to have their own movement
to defend themselves irrespective of the opinions of
whites who are supposedly their allies.

When the Black Power idea was first put forward
there was an ambiguity as to its real meaning--both
as to the type of Black unity which was being proposed,
and in terms of the question of being open to the
possibility of meaningful alliances with white oppress-
ed people. In recent months, Carmichael has articula-
ted his own current definition of the slogan, which is
the opposition of a monolithic Black community to a
monolithic white society.

There's another interpretation of the practical mean-

i i

ing of Black Power, This conception combines the
strategy of independent militant Black organization with
an orientation toward forging coalitions with radical
forces in the white community who are willing to join
with Blacks in a thoroughgoing attack on the corporate
power structure, California’s Black Panther Party for
Self Defense seems to be pursuing this strategy, as
.-is shown in the recent alliunce between the Panthers
and the Peace and Frecdom Party in which both groups
have agreed to an ad-hoc coalition to fight for Black
Power and an end to American imperialism against
Democratic Party politicians. In our opinion, this
second interpretation of the meaning of Black Power
addresses itself in a most relevant way to the necessity
for beginning now to create the embryo of a new mass
radical movement in America — the only kind of move-
ment that can end the system of racist oppression
in this country.

Support Your Local ISC

The Independent Socialist Club of America is a fed-
eration of independent socialist clubs and organizing
committees around the country, The ISCA plays an
essential role in the growing radical movements of
students, Blacks, anti-war activists and labor in-
surgents, participating loyally from our own indepen-
dent revolutionary socialist vantage point. If you would
like information on the ISCA's federated clubs, ideas,
publications and activities, write to:

New York: Box 481, Cooper Station, New York, N.Y,
10003, or phone 674-9590
« Philadelphia: c/o Jahn, 1135 South Divinity, Phil-
adelphia, Pennsylvania 19143, or phone Sa, 7-2352

Washington: ¢/o Gabrielsky, 2148 O St., N.W_,
Washington, D.C,

Madison: c/o Greene,
consin.

San Francisco: c/o Magezis, 415 Lyon St., San
Francisco, California, or phone 922-9481

Berkeley: P.O. Box 910, Berkeley, California 94701,
or phone 652-3751

Bay Area Community and Trade Union Branchs PO,
Box 910, Berkeley, Californid, or phone 549-1466

Los Angeles: cfo Weinberg, 1139-1/2 4th Ave.,
Los Angeles, California, 90019, or phone 735-4597

9 So. Bassett, Madison, Wis-

For information on other areuas, clubs or ISCA:
ISCA, ROOM 504, 874 BROADWAY, NEW YORK, N.Y.
10003, or phone 674-9590,

Read about Independent Socialism
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THE CRISIS IN AMERICAN POLITICS

The Peace and Freedom Party

The California Peace and Freedom Party convention
meeting March 16-18 in Richmond has the chance to
seize the leadership of new and momentous forces in
American life. The Peace and Freedom movement
arises from the revolt of masses of people, predom-
inantly middle class whites, with the aid of Black
militants, against the horrors of the Americancentury.
We have launched picket lines and demonstrations,
marches and direct action, against the Establishment
which sustains those evils, Now we have brought our
picket lines and direct action into the field of electoral
action, to give the movement as a whole a cohesiveness
which it has not yet had. The question confronting the
Peace and Freedom Party now is: having gone this far,
can it proceedtobuild an even broader social movement,
a social movement which will mobilize the latent power
of the great mass of workers andpoor people, bring the
status quo to bay. and replace it with new humane in-
stitutions of its own.

MIRACLE OF THE PFP

For most onlookers the success of the Peace and
Freedom' Party in registering 105,000 people was a
miracle, When the drive started, virtually every
‘‘expert’’_and left political leader believed the task was
impossible, This was no mere petition campaign, they
argued, but a demand that people register' out of the
Democratic Party and into a new political party. We
were asking people to break from the party they had
viewed as ‘‘their party’’ for long periods of time and
within which most electoral campaigns for liberalideas
had been waged. To -make matters worse, we were
asking them to leave the Democratic Party for a new
party which had no candidates or big names or money
or organization, An impossible job.

At first glance America's recent political history
seems to substantiate this claim, Inthe nineteenthirties
this country was rent with conflict, Without a large,
organized and principled left, the meager program of an
establishment party, Franklin Roosevelt's Democratic
Party, won the adherence of millions of intellectuals,
workers, black people and other minorities. The relative
improvement in life from the depression created by the
crumbs from the establishment table tied these ele-
ments to the Democratic Party. In part, these masses
of people accepted those crumbs, instead of using their
own power to build their own political institutions, be-
cause the labor movement had only begun to organize
itself and had not yet begun to conceive of itself as an
independent political force,

Then came World War II, if not to save the world from
democracy then to wrest American capitalism from the
grip of depression. The war meant new imperialist
aggressiveness on the part of all the victors, but it
demolished Hitler's rival imperialism andthus inspired
the lovalty of millions of workers and intellectuals.
This lovalty impeded the growth of that anti-establish-

by Michael Shute & Charles Capper

ment - self-reliance which had begun to grow in the
nineteen-thirties. It intensified the feeling of millions
of people that their self-interestrested with the fortunes
of the Democratic Party.

By the 1950's, however, the crumbs became meager
indeed. Without the moral sway of anti-fascism breath-
ing life into an otherwise corpse-like political at-
mosphere, the enthusiasm of the forties converteditself
into ever-sharpening cynicism about the relevance of
politics in general, and American liberalism in par-
ticular. Hence, the political apathy and social ac-
quiescence of the Eisenhower years.

But as Bob Dylan might have said, something was
happening here Mr. Jones - and that something explains
a good deal of the miracle of the Peace and Freedom
Party and the decision of over 105,000 Californians
to opt for a new political party. The reasons should be
clear, They started tobecome clear as the fifties passed
into the sixties and old identifications crumbled, The
new American generation remembers little of Roose-
veltian charisma. Neither the depression nor the
reforms of the New Deal are part of its experience.
America is afflicted by new crises of war, urban dis-
content. and racism - crises rooted in the failure of
the Democratic Party since the New Dealto change dny=-
thing fundamental about American society.

To these crises the Democratic Party establishment
offers no solution. LB]J cannot attach 4 **make the world
safe for democracy’’ label to the bloodbath in Vietnam.
Nor, in a period where Americun capitalism 1§
threatened as never before (and this time notby 4 rival
capitalism but by new social systems) can it afford to
make concessions tothe demands of minorities, workers
and the underprivileged at home. Today, LB] oppeses
the crying need of trade unions for shorter hours with
equal pay, a demand which also is an answer to wide-
spread unemployment and thus one of the grievances
of blacks as well. Today the Democratic Party cannot
come through on its singl® important pledge 1o the
unions for repeal of Taft-Hartley section 148. Today,
troops enter the ghetto torepress black demonstrations,
today agents of the state invade campuses and homes of
intellectuals to arrest anti-war dissidents. Under these
circumstances, loyalty to the Democratic Party in-
eluctably weakens.

WALLACE & LIBERALS

The disaffection caused by these developments €X-
plains the California Peace and Freedom miracle, BUt
it also explains the non-miracle of«George \".‘imc%the
reactionary whose party also got on the ballot. y

Wallace, of course, is part of a more general trend
that has been developing since the fifties and Stdnds'&.s
the single most important indictment of Democrati

liberalism, even on its own terms: the rightward drift

in American politics. Though historically, of course
there have been important differepces between the




Democrati¢ and Republican parties over the last thirty
years, when threats are increasingly posedtothe Amer-
ican corporate structure as a whole, as in the recent
ghetto wuprisings or in Vietnam, Democratic Party
liberals and right-wing reactionaries stand together.
Hence, Johnson's grotesque execution of Barry Gold-
water’s election promises in Vietnam. Moreover, the
absence of any left wing political force only reinforces
this right-ward drift.

Given heretofore existing political vacuum in the
context of rising social discontent, a George Wallace
becomes as much a sign of the times as the Peace and
Freedom Party. The inability of the power structure
to solve its problems results in a general frustration
which can lead not only to new adherence to leftwing al-
ternatives but to right wing ones as well.

We must be clear on this. People are discontented
with the war and the racial crisis. For the first time
they are looking for new alternatives. For example,
there are large numbers of people who have become
upset with the war and favor EITHER escalation and
use of nuclear weapons OR immediately getting out,
The sentiment is unmistakable. They are tired of the
war and want it over ONE WAY OR THE OTHER,
And that is just the way that they may move politically,
to the right or to the left, Unfortunately, up.to now only
the right-wing has offered a dynamic alternative to the
stagnation of establishment liberalism. This is the
danger of the current situation andone which makes im-
perative the resolute assumption by thePeace andFree-
dom Party of the task of tapping the sources of frus-
tration in such a way that a progressive solution is the
outcome of the general upheaval which is in process.

What is wrong with the McCarthy campaign inside the
Democratic Party is precisely that it cannot do this.
In ~the firse—place, McCarthy, in his accommodation
to establishment liberalism fails to propose a real
choice. McCarthy, it is true, REFLECTS discontent
with the war, as indicated by his 407, vote in the New
Hampshire primary. That this 407 - this discontent -
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exists, is good and healthy. But the program around
which McCarthy organizes it is not significantly dif-
ferent from that of Johnson for it does not speak to the
'prohlem of the general aggressive intentions of Amer-
ican imperialism, Negotiations for McCarthy are an-
other way of preserving the influence of that im-
perialism. Secondly, the moderation of McCarthy cannot
ultimately satisfy the demands of Americans for a
more immediate end to the war and thus, as the sub-
stitute for a more left-wing alternative, this moderation
paves the way for an erosion towards the immediatist
solutions of the right.

McCARTHY’S IMPRISONMENT

But even more important, because the McCarthy cam-
paign is within the Democratic Party it cannot do the
vitally necessary job of leading pcople beyond mere
discontent with the war and into political opposition
to those corporate interests that historically have
shaped American foreign policy withinboth parties. The
McCarthy campaign, because it is trapped inside the
Democratic Party, can only stifle the building of new
radical institutions which can counter the drift towards
the right by the very fact of opposing the capitalist
political institutions from which right wing politics
inevitably flow. To channel discontent into reinforcing a
weakened attachment to the Democratic Party can only
contribute to the generalized frustration from which the
right will benefit.

This makes the role of the Peace and Freedom Party
vitally important. It also makes it extremely important
to face up to the fact that today the Peace and Freedom
Party is only a beginning and not a substitute for the
party which must be built if a real alternative to the
rightward drift is to be constructed. A look at the com=
position of the Party and its problems illustrates the
truth of this statement.

The Pedace and Freedom Party is today based

primarily on a white middle class constituency, It is true






