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WHO KNOWS?

In his otherwise excellent article “On Mar-
cuse”, In the No. 8 fissue of LS., Hal Draper
53ys, concerning the reluctance of Mr. Marcuse
to conslder the “people” right;

*Let us analyse this as an exerclse In ques-
tion-begging. Is the majority always right? No;
as a matter of fact, the majority is wrong most
of the time, It becomes right, generally speaking,
only at unusual times {n history, technically
called revolutionary situatlons, Infactthe problem
of building a revolutionary MOVEMENT can be
formulated In the following way: how to con-
vince the majority that it has been wrong and
your minority has been right,”

Now I'm no follower of Mr, Marcuse, but {t
seems that Mr. Draper Is assuming what he's
attemptiog to prove. In criticizing the statement
by Marcuse that the people are not co ipso right,
Draper says that they're right in “revolutionary
situations.” Even assuming that thal word, “rev-
olutlonary sitvation,” can be well-defined so that
we know what we're talking about, the view of
Marcuse is consistent enough to be applied here.

To take a historical example, in the Russian
Itevolution the people could have swung behind
the Bolsheviks, the Mensheviks, or the Soclal
Revolutionaries; 1 think It not unreasonable to
state that they supported the Bolsheviks in the
crunch of the Civil War. So, then, were they
right? Who knows? In other words, Mr, Draper
has fafled to show why the peopte are EVER
right, fust because they make up the majority,
Most all of the time a small elite runs affatrs
for the majority; in re--lutlonary situations, to
be sure, power shifts to tne hands of the majority,
But that does not determine some sort of rev-
olutionary rightness and wrongness, distinct from
ordinary right and wrong. The people probably
like anyone are partly right and partly wrong
in thetr cholces,

Michael Meo
grad, history, University of Californla, Berkeley

REJOINDER

I'm not sure 1 understand Just what Mr. Meo
is objecting to, 1 was discussing Marcuse'sargu-
ment for imposing the *criterla” (l.e, views)
of a minority ellte. Marcuse argued, in effect;
to object to such {mposition “begs the question
since It ggsumes that the majority {s eo ipso
right,””

Now, Is it true that {f one obfects to the self-
imposition of a minortty elite, then you neces-
sarlly must assume that the majority is always
right? As far as | am concerned, this (the very
crux of Marcuse’s reasoning) is an empty non-
sequitur. So I am puzzled when Mr, Meo writes
as his summary: “In other words, Mr. Draper
has falled to show why the people are ever right '
Just because they make up the majority.”

Everyone must declde for himsel{ what he de- __

fines as wrong and what ‘he defines as rigbt,
The question ls, what Is the relationship you
seek to establish between what you belleve to be
right and what the majority belleves?

As | wrote before, “the problem of building a
revolutionary MOVEMENT can be formulated in
the following way: how to_convince the majority
that 1t has been wrong and your minority been
right,* Marcuse, on the other hand, has a dif-
ferent problem; again as I wrote, “There Is on-
ly one way by which thls or any other elite can
IMPOSE lts criteria on the mistaken majority:
by force and terror.”

This then, Is the Issue--whether you seek to
persuade people that you are right, from below,
or whether you seck to force your definition of
what {s right down upon them. That is the point
I was trying to make.

Perhaps Mr. Meo's question is, simply: “Are
the people ever right?” --because they make up the
majority or for any other reason. Right about
what? It would be advisable to get concrete,

To continue Mr. Meo's historlcal example,
the Russlan people In 1917 were faced with cer-

feedback

tain cholces on particular {ssues, like contin-
uvance of the war, land to the peasants, support
of a coalition with the bourgeols parties, etc, In
dectding to support the Bolsheviks, they sypport-
ed the Bolsheviks' cholices on these questions.
“So, then, were they right? Who knows?™ asks
Mr. Meo philosophically. Well, the DBolsheviks
thought they were right, for one. And I agree.
Again, everyone must decide for themselves, 1
think the Russian people were right on these is-
sues , and these Issues were the decisive ones
for the fate of the society at the time,

No doubt, the majority was still wrong on
other issues (such as wife-beating, smoking and
many other questions). In this sense, Mr. Meo's
last is not only b fonable but plat-
ttudinous, But what has t got to do with Mar-
cuse’s case for elltism?

Hal Draper

STUDENTS , WORKERS -~

The most, crucial question for the radical move-
ment is its relationship to the working class, The
[.S. articles on the strikes at Berkeley, San
Francisco State and the Richmond oil {ndustry
made the point that working class struggle is
essential for socfal change, and students for their
own needs must support workers against the corp-
oratfons.

However, | feel that some additional points
should be made. The student radical movement
must raise demands to reach the working class.
Just as black students mobilize black commun-
ity support for the demand of open admissions
for all blacks; the radical student movement must
raise the demand for expanded education with open
admisslon for all, with the expense paid by the
corporations,

The radical movement can also fight around
economic issues. The worker's concern about
high' taxes, runaway Inflation, “blg government
bureaucracy” present powerful opportunities
for the left. The tactics and militancy of the
student movement can expose the government's
program of taxing the workers to pay for war---
while government shells out milllons in debt
service to banks and blg capitalists.

The alliance between highly militant chemical
and oll workers and students is an important
step forward, However, the Richmond strike is
the exception and not the rule in U.S labor
struggles, The ofl companies are trying to des-
troy the union--rather than the more effective
capltalist technlque of using the union to control
and discipline the workers. As the economy
falters militant struggles will be more common
as companies no longer have the extra profits
and expanding markets that allow them to comp-
romise.

In every industry and plant there are  two
unions. The solidarity and strength of the wor-
kers in strikes and job actions represent the
real unfon. The bureaucratic unlon structure
and union officials represent the status quo
clamping down on militant struggle. Soclalists
must be highly critical of the existing union
structure and leadership. The union caucus that
limits Itself to electing new men to the union
structure can do nothing about inflation, taxation,
and state intervention in strikes. Political aware-
ness is needed to fight for better conditions,

Socialists should help to bufld a rank and
file movement that could be the basis of a
future radical political party, A radical party
would use demonstratlons, strikes, pr

&

CASUALTY LIST

The ante is going up in campus struggles,
Ten ISCers were arrested on the Berkeley
campus during the Fall and Winter quarters;
three are charged with felonies, Jack Bloom
is currently facing one to three years in pri-
son for conspiracy in the Moses Hall sit-in
of last October 23. Jack Welnberg and Dave
McCullough are up on charges of assaulting

ja police officer and face one to.ten years,

The following Is a list of all the ISCers that
have been arrested, their charges and sentences,

Fall Quarter (demonstrations in support of El-

dridge Cleaver' s right to teach.y:

Mike Urquhart and Richard Boyden; Sproul Hall
slt-in. Trespassing, failure to disperse. $125
flne and thirty days suspended for six months,

Dick Arneson, Loren Goldner, Janice Sfeben,
Sandy Young; Mgses Hall sit-in, Pleaded gul-
1ty to trespassing in ‘‘disposition”” of three
mtsdemeanor charges. Ten days at Santa Rita
Prison Farm, $300 retribution to the Univ.
ersity for ¢damages’, one year court pro-
bation,

Jack Bloom; Moses Hall sit-in, Conspiracy and
three misdemeanors. Cases pending.

Winter Quarter (demonstratlons in support of
Third World Liberation Front/American Fed-
eratfon of Teachers striks at UC,)

Ernte Haberkern. Block(ng a publicthoroughfare.
Case pending.

Dave McCullough. Assault on a police officer,
Case pending.

Mike Urquhart; Blocking a public thoroughfare
and resisting arrest. Case pendiog.

Jack Welnberg; Assault (2 counts) and battery
(1 count) on a police officer and blocking a
public thoroughfire (2 counts). Cases pending.

work, and electoral actfon to build the movement
and raise conscfousness.

I feel that the Peace and Freedom Party mid~,
dle class independent politics based on liberal
anti-war concerns are no longer relevant. The
recent West Virginia political strike illustrates
the power of the working class moving outside
the union structure, We should look to radical
action by the working class, and urge students
to adopt a working class program,

Joe Weiner, New York
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 THE BERKELEY STRIKE

[ by Mike Parker and Mike Urquhart %

i

Between quarters on the Berkeley campus, the
quiet and emptiness of Sproul Plaza presefs a strik-
ing contrast to the turmoll that had centered here
for the past two months, during the most militant
struggle the campus has yet seen, Although the Third
World Liberation Front (TWLF) has only declared a
moratorfum on strike actlvities over thé academic
break (and the teaching assistants union (AF T)ammend-
ed thelr strike termination motion to call for a new
strike meeting at the beginning of next quarter), it
is unlikely that significant strike activity will resume
when classes begin.

For many, the strike was exhausting and created
great personal conflicts. Despite the good intentions
which impell many students into struggles against
the status quo, students nevertheless occupy a priv-
ileged position and have asplirationstoward a permanent
privileged position in the larger soclety,

As the strike went on, hard line responses f{rom
the unfversity-- immediate suspensions and threats of
dismissals, with numerous felony charges thrown (n
for pood measure by the police-- forced students to
face the possibility that thefr college careersand future
positions were being threatened,

At the same time, a sense of powerlessness set in.
For a variety of reasons, the strike failed to mobilize
a majority of students. In addition, the faculty were
openly hostlle, the administration was unyielding, and the
military force of the state of Californla was arrayed
against the strike. This time, the specter of “*Cops on
Campus® falled to galvanize a faculty and student body
made numb by repeated exposures to police repression,

Ditferent tactics were tried; disruptive actions were
called off, then on, then off; the strategy was “class
room education” one day, and serpentine marches the
next., Toward the end, nothing seemed to work and

Mike Urguhart,
doing research
for the article.

morale continued to decline. Third World students
as well as whites felt these pressures,

With the moratorium came a sense of rellef, and
students busied themselves trying to study for exams,
get Incompletes in courses, or make other arrange-
ments so that their academic records would not be
marred, The moratorium declaration by the TWLF
was slmply a recognition of the reality that strike
support activities were rapidly declining,

While the TWLF demand for an autonomous Third
World College has not been met, the strike did win
some significant concesslons, particularly given the
massive opposition. Most importantly, the Third World
Coalition was born, bringing new groups into a pol-
itical struggle. Consciousness of the need for Third
World self-det. tnatlon has been d and the
administration has béen pushed toward the estabHsh-
ment of a Third World Department (a far cry from an
autonomous _college but s(ﬂl a real step in the right
direction),

Perhaps the blggest problem during the strike was
confusion about the relationship between Third World
students and whites in the struggle.

Over the past several years, black people have
learned that racism {s so pervasive in the fabric of
the American soclal structure that black people as
black people have needs which often run counter to
the  social needs of even me best ln(entloned whites,
This kind of of t lves as
a people has spread from the black communities to
movements in the Chicano communities and has been
developing more recently among Aslans and Native
Americans.

From it has risen the demand for the self-deter-
mination of Third World Peoples-- control over their
own organizations, over their own struggles to achieve

control over their own communities and own lives,

While most white radicals have coma to accept the
notion of Third World self-determination, the impli-
catlons that this has for white radical action are still
widely disputed and very confused.

The Strike Support Committee (SSC), which had
been formed to mobllize whites for the strike, was
almost letely ffective. It d in intermin-
able debates over the «correct role of whites, but was
unable to find an effective role to play.

At the beginning and durirg most of the strike,
the predominant view (articulated most consistently
by the Young Soclalist Alllance and guilt-ridden lib-
erals) was that, since the issue was one of self-de-
termination (for a Third World College), and since-
as a result, it was only proper that the struggle
should be led by the TWLF, therefore the SSC could
ralse no demands or {ssues ltself-- could not send
out speakers, wrlte leaflets or engage In any other
actfons without the approval of the TWLF, Public
criticfsm was absolutely forbidden.

As the strike wore on, many students began to
feel uneasy about this position. The SSC and white
rad(cals found that mobilizing the traditional kinds
of support for this strike was extremely difficult,

[n part this was due to the TWLF's lack of orlen-
tation at the time toward mobllizing masses of stu-
dents. Moreover, given the conception of its rela-
tionship to the TWLF that dominated the SSC, the
SSC too was unable to do the job of educating and
mobllizing the potential mass support,

Further, many white radicals began to feel alien-
ated from the whole strike as they found themselves
with their bodies on the llne but with no contact
whatever with the changing politics, strategy and tac-
tics of the struggle-- except as recipients of the de-
cistong handed down by the TWLF,

Debate In the SSC and elsewhere continued to re-
flect these problems. Three responses to these pro-
blems are of Interest, in the first place because they
have appeared throughout the movement, and secondly
because they can only result In a dead end.

1) The YSA and others responded in support of their
original position by reaffirming that the issue was only
self-determlnation, and that to feel uncomfortable with
the present relattonship was a sign that one was not
a genuine radical.

2) The Progressive Labor (and Berkeley SDS) line
was that the {gsue waa not self-determination but ra-
cism. According to PL logle, since racism divides
the workilng class, the struggle against racism is
really a class struggle led by the most exploited
section.

PL forgets that Third World people are the most
explolted sectton precisely because they are Third
World people. Thelr oppression and super-exploita-
tion Is made possible not only because workers be-
Meve capitalist myths but also because capitalism 18
80 structured that white workers derive short-range
advantages from the oppresslon of blacks and omars.

PL too d separate d ds or ind
organization for white students, because thls would
take the focus oft racism, However, since self-
determlination was not an issue for PL, they attached
no speclal importance to the relationships between the
TWLF and the SSC, and, unlfke the YSA, had no qualms
about demanding a change in the tactics of the strike,

3) A third kind of response, which was Important
fn part because it Indicated the dup{h of white discom-
fort, was the proposal that three whites be placed on,
the TWLF central commilttee.

While not recognized as such by (ts authors, this
proposal was In fundamental contradiction to the very
notion of self-determination.

hat s common to all three proposals is a faulty’
conception of the meaning of self-determination and
the way in which mass struggle best proceeds,

In the first place, to support the self-determina-
tion of Third World people does not mean that we
may not discuss, persuade or criticize them, or pub-
licize our own views on the politlcs, strategy, and tac-
tics of the struggle.

At the same time, however, the ultimate decisions
about THEIR OWN organlizations and struggles are
theirs and their alone to make, regardless of how
we may feel about their decisions.

It 1s cruclal that radicals understand that support
for self-determination does not Imply giving up the
ability and obligation to analyze and criticize move-
ments for- self-determination. There is 00 0ne mono-
1ithic for seM-det ; Indeed, within
the black community, several conservalive or reac-
tionary movements (such as Ron Karenga’s US and
the movements for Black Capitalism) exist under the
guise of self-determination,

The only way to win support In the white community
for those movements or tendencies which are gen-
uine radical expressions of the drive for self-deter-
mination 18 through homest political analysis and pro-

d: and not by (even If under a new
name) to the old liberal guilt acceptance of anything
presented in a colored package,

Secondly, the fact that an issue is one of self-
determination does not automatically lead to the con-
clusion that it is best achieved through a single strug-
gle around that {ssue alone.

On the contrary, one thing that made the issue of
a Third World College 50 significant' was the fact
that to achieve even this small lnstallmem of self-
determlnati it was y to the fun-
damenial prerogatives of the idml.nlstrluon-- and the
polltical and soclal power of capitalist soclety,




In view of the tremendous opposition faced, the best
support that white radicals could provide was not to
restrict activities merely to recrulting bodles for the
TWLF picket lines but to open up a second, third,
and many polltical fronts agalnst the common enemy.

This could be done In 3 varfety of ways, depending
on the particular circumstances and social forces
involved, It might entail organizing and mobillzing

accept about*the nature of this society, are not stri-
p d away merely by ‘’communicatior’’, leaflets and
ke,

\\
a strike vote (more than half favoreg the strike but
a two-thirds vote was required) but did vote to honor
the TWLF strike and to continue pressing for its own
ds. When the administration banned all picket

mmd most people thange thetr 1 by
belng involved 1n some struggle which pits them ag-
ainat the reality of power in the society. They begin
to discover the true nature of their opposition - wbo
thelr real enemles are, and whom they can look to
for tential allles. It is in the course of struggle

different groups into struggle by ralsing additional
demands where these demands are organic and not
artificlal,  Or, it may Involve struggling on many
different levels simultaneously with different groups
using different tactics.

But to attempt (as did the YSA and PL, each in
thelr own way) to force mass struggle into a single
mold through a faulty conception of self-determina-
tion s to deny the people perhaps their strongest
weapan agalnst the ruling class.

The dynamlic of the militant struggle for the Third
World Cotlege itself provided additlonpal {ssues for
the strike, Reagan and the political forces he re-
presents determined to make the conflict on the Ber-
keley campus a test of the “hard line” ‘and to make
a clean sweep of all campus troublemakers. Along-
slde the {ssue of the TW college there now was the
188ue of whether any struggle for social change was
to be possible.

In fact It was this tssue (dismissed by some rad-
tcals as the .*liberal questions” of cops oh campus
and civil llberties) which mobilized a large part of
the white support. Upfortunately this was {o spite of
the SSC and there was little leadersblp given to this
struggle to expand it and deepen consclousness, People
were loft to find a place in the struggle for them-
selves

The TWLF itself fafled to percelve the nature of
the issues and opposltion. Ax a result, for most of
the strike, the TWLF operated as though the question
wag merely ooe of bargajning positions between the
TWLF and the campus administration,

From this point of view, all the TWLF needed was
something with which te bargain-- i.e.,, campus dis-
ruption-- and it did not matter whetber this conststed
of a small growp of miltants engaged la semi-ter-
roristic activitiesor of muss support among the stu-
sents.

From this pofnt of view, it did not matter whe-
ther there was community support or not. The TWLF
would offer the administration campus peace in ex-
change for their Third World College. The nego-

: tiattons could go on privadely; there was no empha-
sls on the need to hold mass rallies or to carry on
the other educaftonal work secessary to build up mass
sdpport,

!  Thin was & clasafcally Mberal approach to con-
fltcl: the elites make their bargains 2ad use mass
activities as counters {n the negotiations,

But this approach proved its bankruptcy when the.
issue escalated beyond the establishment of the TW
college and the opposition became the military power
and political apparatus af the state. It proved crucial
to mobllize mass support on the campus. It proved
crucial to bulld mass support OFF the campus and
link the two.

Because no support was built off the campus, no
‘attempt was made to explain the issues to the com-
munity, Even already sympathetic support like that
of the Rlack Student Untons, communlty radical gro-
ups, etc,, was not mobilized In defense of the strug-
gle. Meanwhile Reagar’s popularity climbed to a new
all time high because of his handling of the ‘’student
disorders”, 7

Despite their need Lo effectively wage the strike,
tha eonceptions of the TWLF and of many radicals

prevented the strike from expanding from-a NArrow_

campus bargalning conflict (with militant and adven-
turist tactics) to a major political struggle with mass
support oo the campus and in the community,

A FAILURE OF LEADERSHIP

While the TWLF |5 partly to blame, the major res-
ponsibililes for the fasilures of the strike - espec-
ially after the Issues had been expanded by the gen-
eralized repression - must lfe with the white radical
?Iadershlp This leadershlp failed to provide, and oft-

opposed the formation of an independent organiz-
ation with its own Integrity amoag whites.

Not only are such organizations not contrary to
the principle of Third World self-determination, but
they are cruciat to achieving ft.

‘The bringing together of large numbers of people,
in a situation where they can declde to act together,
belps overcome the sense of powerlessness that this
soclety creates for most aiomized individuals. Fur-
ther, when people have a sense that a struggle is
their owp, that they have some say over their part
of a struggle, they are more likely to participate
actively rather than passively in that fight,

This in turp helps to unleash the kind of creativ-

ity, spirit and morale that 1s suppressed by the dy-
namics of this soclety but is absolutely necessary
for waging a long, bitter fight, Independent organ-
izations are a prerequisite to the opening of any
additional’ polltical fronts which are to be real and
not nominal.
' Unfortunately, such orga.nluuons or movements with
an (ntegrity of thefr own were not established on the
Berkeley campus and most Individuals were left to
relate to the strike as they are forced to relate to the
society - as Individual atoms with an intense feellng
of powerlessness vis a vis the situation that confronts
them,

Under these circumstances , people react much as
they do in society generally - in view of their isol-
atlon and powerlessness, they withdraw from the con-
flict,

Getting whites Involved in their own struggles helps
bulld support for Third World self-determination move-
ments In yet another way. PL and YSA opposed such
struggles belleving that they would take the focus
off the Issues of racism or self-determination. In-
stead, they would have us educate people on these
issues,

This approach betrays a cnaraclerls!lcally un-\mrxla!
liberal view of how p
Most peoples’ consclousness 1s the product of years
of personal experlences; racism, and the myths they

that people become open to changing their concept-
fons of soctety and of other groups within the soc-
fety.

For example, the TWLF galned support {rom the
Rlchmond il workers not because some radicals hap-
pened to go to Richmond and hand out leaflets telling
the workers that racism or self-determination was
the issue and why they should support the TWLF.

What happened was that the ofl workers found them-
selves in a Dbitter strike over their own trade union
demands with- Standard Ofl. In the course of their
struggle, they experienced the reality of the pollce
power of the state, and the relationship between the
corporations and what the workers had thought of as
‘“*their own’’ government.

They also found that they needed help and were
willing to accept the support of student radicals, It
was this experience in struggle which broke down much
of the prejudice and hostility towards students and
radlcals and made them open to radical {deas. As
a result, the O1l Workers endorsed the TWLF strikes
at SF State and Berkeley and ofl workers came over
and joined the TWLF strike lines,

This same dynamic also applies to students. But
the opposition of many radicals to students struggling
against the police on campus, or against the general-
ized political repression - even though these were the
1ssues which moved most students - not only prevented
the opening of a second {ront, but also blocked the
one dynamic which could have moved the bulk of the
students to a better understanding and greater support
for the TWLF strike,

COALITION

But if the need, then, is for anorganization or move-
ment within which whites can fully particlpate and
which has its own independence and integrity, what
relationship can there be between this organization
and the TWLF which does not deny the principle of
self-determination? The answer lles in a genuine co-
alitlon arrangement similar to that ploneered by the
Black Panther Party and Peace & Freedom,

Each partoer in the coalition maintains its own
Integrity, for its own de d.
in its own struggles. The recognition of a common
enemy encourages each to come to the other’s support
and both to engage in mutually beneficial actions,

Such arrangements allow for opening second pol-
itical fronts and waging struggles on different levels
without compr ing either or or preventing
each from building mass support within tts respect-
ive constituency.

‘The problem is complicated somewhat by the fact
that are not a colx social group (or
section of one) in the same sense as are workers
or third world peoples, Student status by fits wery
nature Is transitional, and student d a8 such do
not reflect long range needs of students 2s students.
Furthermore, the middle class background of most
students, and the middle class aspirations which coll-
eges _are designed to reinforce, create tremendous
straing on the students’ abilities to identify with opp-
ressed and struggling people on a consistent and long
term basis.

Nevertheless, because students are , for a pertod
of time, partially freed from the social fabric and
pressures of the society around them, and because
students tend to be trained to place greater emphasis
on abstract Ideas, a significant portion 1s capable of
acting In the Interests of'struggling social groups with
which they identity,

The issues around which white students must org-
anize must go beyond the Issues of students as stu-
dents to those issues which are crucial in the build-
ing of an ongoing radical movement and those issues
which catalyze other segments of soclety Into struggle,

In other words, the issues for the student movement,
unlike other socfal groupings, must stem in large
part from its ldeology rllher (han place the mun em-
phasis upon the cir needs of
But it is still essential that the student radical move-
ment, in support of Third World seif-determination,
must maintain its integrity in struggle through a
coalition arr Such an ar not only
can provide for the most effective support at the
moment, but also provides the best basis for the
organization and building of ongoing movements in
the future,

To a certain extent, a coalition arrangement was
worked out during the Berkeley strike. The TA AFT
(Teaching Assistant’s local) Initially failed to carry

lines, the AFT established 2 pleket line of its own to
reassert the right of peaceful picketing.

The arrest of the AFT lne and the declaration of
a ‘state of emergency’’ by Reagan (which effect-
ively took control away from the administration and
turned it over to the Alameda County Sheriffs) spar-
ked the AFT to a strike by an overwhelming vote of
its membership.

The AFT participation provided new life to the
strike by giving a focus for students who were still
céntused about the TWLF demands tosbegin to stru-
ggle at least over the question of cops on the campus
and political repression. Its different level of tactics
(generally peaceful picketing instead of the serpentine
march-demongtrations) allowed another entry point for
students. (It was not uncommon for people to ‘'grad-
uate” from the AFT line to the TWLF line.)

Toward the end of the quarter the AFT was better
able to hold tight under the pressures than were most
atomized and tsolated white student supporters. (Al-
though the AFT suffered considerable problems and*
continued attrition itself, and finally ended its strike
under these pressures.

There were , of course, problems with the AFT’s
role. A good portion of the union was relatively con-
servative, and the leadership of the union was freq-
uently out of touch with the membership and often
tried to manipulate membership meetings, The unlon ~
jeadership tended to place undeserved faith in cer-
tain administrators and labor leaders. They ended
the strike before several cruclal matters were re-
solved only to discover that , with the strike off,

. the administration Immediately hardened its line,

But what problems there were would have been
much. worse had the AFT not participated at al
and left its members to act only as individuals,
Part of the problems are traceable to the fact that
because of the vacuum left by the (naction of ihe
Strike Support Committee the AFT bad to act asa
gurrogate for a gepuine white radical organizaton
independently involved in the strike,




Things aren't golng too well for the military these
days, The Senate Armed Services Committee, for ex-
ample, reported in early March that desertions and
AWOL's were “substantlally higher than last year,

According to the Committee’s report, 155,536 GI's
went ““over the il in fiscal 1968 (mid-1967 to mid-
1968), ot whom 53,357 were classified as deserters,
i.e., absent for more than 30 days. The comparable
flgures for Ilscal 1967 were 134,668 AWOL's and
40,227 desertions. Senator Inouye, who you may remem-
ber {rom his famous role as hatchet man at the Demo-
cratic Conventlon, bemoaned the fact that “only 250
have been tried and convicted.”

At about the same tlme, the Pentagon announced that
the ‘drug” problem In the military was growing, The
Pentagon’s response to this sltuation has beefl magsive
fnvestigations, In 1968, ther: were 14,041 investigations
throughout the armed fories for suspected drug use, as
compared to 7,641 in 1967

The problem, they say, Is most severe in Vietnam,
where there have been 3,225 investigations of marijuana
use alone. In fact, as the Pentagon knows very wall, the
“‘problem’’ {n Vietnam {s much greater thantheir figures
indicate.

What they also know, but are not telling, 15 the fact
that these ‘'drug”’ {nvestigations are sometimes used as
a smoke screen for political harrassment, This was the
case with Pfc. Bruce Peterson, the publisher of the
Fatigue Press at Fort Hood, whowasgiven eight years at
hard labor ostensibly for possession of mar!]uana‘

GI RESISITANCE

The btggest problem facing the brass, however, s the
growing Gl resistance movement. The mass Gl-civilian
marches last October, and again at Fort Lewls on
February 16 (from 200 10300 GI' s attended), are the most
visible form of this resistance.

More important are the growing number of groups and
organlzations appearing on bases across the country,
The American Serviceruen's Union, one of the first GI
organizations, has small groups on most bases, The
appeal of the ASU, however, Is limited by the ¢rass ‘‘old
-left"” tone of its paper, The Bond, and by the “’cult of the
personality’’ around {ts chatrman, Andy Stapp. Nonethe-
less, many local ASU groups function like the other GI
groups and are quite autonomous of the ASU’s national
office,

Most GI groups are informal and dor’t even have

names -- more a network of activists on the same.

base than an organization. Others that are attempting
to bulld some sort of In-service organization are
the GI Assoclation, in the S.F. Bay Area; the GI's and
Vietnam Veterans Against the War in Vietnam, in Los
Angeles; the GPs United Against the War, at Fort
Jackson; the GP's Peace and Freedom League, in the
Washington, D.C, area; the FTA, at Edgewood Arsenal,
Maryland; the Mickey Mouse Club, at Fort Hood; the
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“GI'S ON THE MARCH

Fort Dix Free Speech Movement, at Fort Dix; and the
Vietnam Veterans Union, in the New York area  ..are
attempting to build some sort of in-service organization,

In some cases, unfortunately, the name of the group is
longer than its membership list. On the other hand, on
the larger or more active bases, such as Fort Hoad,
Fort Lewis, Fort Dix, andthe Bayarea bases and {nstall-
atlons, it is not uncommon to find more than one on-going
group or organization,

At Fort Dix, for example, there is an ASU group which
functions on its own; the Free Speech Movement,a small
groupwhich orients toward the Student Mobilization-SWP
single issue approach; and a larger network of GI's with
generally new left politics. This latter group now puts
out its own tabloid paper, the Shake Down.

ON-BASE PAPERS

Along with these growing and multiplylng core groups
have come a number of on-base GI papers to supplement
national Gl papers such as Vietnam GI and The Ally,
In addition to Shake Down, these local papers include -
Fun, Travel and Adventure at Fort Knox; Flag-in-Action
at Fort Gordon; Short Times at Fort Jackson; Counterpolnt
at Fort Lewlis; and Head-On at Camp Lejeune,

For the most part these papers print local exposes and
atrocity stories, reports on resistance activities on base,
and general political articles, usually centered around
the war, Most of these papers share a generalized
version of movement politics; seldom do they follow
any particular ‘“line,’’

More often than not they are the result of collaboration
between guys with different political backgrounds, or
with very little political background. This is to say,
that they are genuine products of the G! movement,
which explains thelr popularity. Most Importantly, they
often serve as organizing and co-ordinating centers in
a situation where open organization is difficult if not
Impossible.

Obviously, a military base is a difficult place ta
organize an actlon. For example, when a group of GI's
at Fort Dix recently tried to organize GI's to give the
peace sign (raised arms, fingers in a V--very much
the symbol of the Gl resistance) in the middle of Basic
Training graduation, the word leaked out to the brass.
As a result, each graduating Company was cut in half,
the site of the ceremony changed, and numerous Military
Intelligence (MI) agents placed around the edges of the
auditorium, To avold a disasterous bust, the leaders
had to call the action off at the last minute,

Nonetheless, actions of various kinds do take place.
These range from small incidents—such as a group
of guys petitloning the base Inspector Generai (1G)
to stop harassment by some NCO or officer—to the dra-
matic refusal of 43 black GI's at Fort Hood to do
triot” duty in Chicago last summer (their demonstration
involved 160 GI's at its height) and the sit-down strike by
27 men at the Presidio military prison in San Francisco
last October.

GO GJohs

by Kim Moody

Recently, political petitions have been used as a
means of organizing GI aptl-war sentiment. At Fort’
Dix, a petition ®pposing the war was passed around
a Medical Company (over 200 medics) and was signed by
a majority of those in the Company. At Fort Jackson,
GI's have been circulating a petition calling for a free
and open discussion of the war on the base, The petition
was Initiated by GI's United Agalnst the War in Vietnam,
a base organization that claims to get about 36 guys at
each of {ts meetings. The leaders, who face court martials
for thelr actions, say that about 150 guys are cir-
culating thelr petition.

GI's at Fort Dix are now discussing the possibility
of a base-wide petition along the same llnes. As with
the underground papers, these petitlons are viewed
as organizing tools, rather than as ends in themselves.

The brass is, indeed, worrled, And, with the aid of
thelr political buddies on the Senate Armed Services
Committee they are launching a counter-offensive, At
almost the same time that the Senate Committee re-
commended a ‘‘get tougl’' policy for deserters, 8 Fort
Dix court martlal sentenced Spec./4 Edwin Arnpett,
who returned volutarily from Sweden, to 4 years hard
labor for desertion ‘‘with intention to shirk important
service,”’

Even more shocking than this was the severity of the
sentence given to the first three of the Presidlo ‘' mu-
tineers’” to be tried. The 27 GI's who sat down and sang
‘*We Shall Overcome’ al the Presidio on October 14,
did so to protest the senseless shooting of a 19-year-old
prisoner, Richard Bunch, by one of the guards, Thelr
demonstration had been peaceful and when the guards
carried them off they offered no reslistance.

Yet, the first three tried recelved sentences of 14,
15, and 16 years at hard labor. The ‘’leaders’” of this’
spontaneous action-are expected to recelve even harsher
sentences, Three of the 24 still facing trial have had the
good sense to escape.

BRASS COUNTERATTACK

The brass i1s making a 'big deal’’ out of the Presidlo
trial, They had the whole thing moved to Fort Irwin,
in the middle of the Mojave Desert-safe from the wrath
of the movement, Then they turned around and accused
the GI's defense attorney, Kayo Hullinan, of having
Instigated the mutiny a full two weeks before the shooting
of Richard Bunch. The Kafka-esque staging of the trial
and the severity of the sentences Is né doubt designed
to Intimidate the Gl resistance, GI activists are, In fact,
watching this trial closely, but they have not ceased
to organize.

The Presidio trial, the ''get tough'’ statement by the
Senate Committee, and numerous other ‘1o nonsense’’
pronouncements by the brass at some bases, indlcate
that the powers-that-be intend to fight the growth of the
G! movement. It {5 crucial that the civilian anti-war
movement respond by defending the Presidio 27 and the
Gl movement in general,

«
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'State of Exception’

——ACCION COMMUNISTA VOZ OBRERA——

\
If the declaration of a state of emergency surprised anyone abroad,
it surprised no one in Spain itself. The imminence of such measures had

\been a subject of discussion for months.

/

The ~evolutionist® faction of the establishment has
aspired to phase-out Francolsm fram above, via
~“neo-capitaltst”™ instituttons and Spanish membership
in the Common Market. But for more than a year,
tt has been obvious that integrating the mechanisms
of neo-capitalism in the midst of the *liberalization”
process would prove to be more difficult than had
been Imagined.

The schisms within the bourgeoisie and its political
represantatives had already erupted into public view:
on the one hand, there is the *“hard® wing, linked to
the military (such ag Carrero Blanco); on the other
hand, there s the evolutionist wing, with Its different
camarillas — Opus Dei, the monarchlsts, the * Right*
Christian Democrats, etc.

In addition, there ts the “respectable opposition”:
“Leéft" Christtan Democrats, moderate soclalists, ete,
Certain lendencies are trying to work their way {nto
the clandestine trade-union organlzations and some
left-wing groups with a ~loose” and open ideology.

EXTRAORDINARY DEVELOPMENT

During this time, the worker and student movements
have undergone an extraordinary development, Two
years ago, It looked as though the growth of workers’
counctls and student syndicalism was going to col-
lapse. .

The counclls had found themselves dominated by

the Communist Party, thanks to the countless numbers
of real and fictitlous fronts it was able to create,
The CP had rallied to politics groups like the AST
(Acclon Sindical de Trabajadores) or the FLP (Frente
de Liberacion Popular) whose positions were always
confused and fluld, oscillating between the Social
Christians and, anarcho-syndicalism or Marxism, with-
out defining a revolutionary line,

In the same way, it was difficult to tell where the
SDEU was going, having limited f{tself to student
syndicalism without a perspective,

STABLE NITCH

The CP sought simply to use its growing influence
to negotfate a “democratic solution® to Francolsm.
It hoped, like its counterparts In France and ltaly,
to secure a stable niteh for itself within the frame-
work of bourgols democracy. Fearing exclusion from
a *limited democracy” handed down by the monarchy,
it tried to come on as both powerful and reasonable,

But the rise of a new generation and the intens!-
fication of struggle has triggered — as eisewhere Ilo
Europe — the development of a new vanguard seeking
a revolutionary solution.

To be sure, there is great political confusion within
this embryonic vanguard: neo-Stalinism (often in very
subtle forms) and Maolsm have taken their toll, and
rhetorical revolutionism has often been taken to gro-

tesque extremes,

But already, this new vanguard, outdoing itself,
has begun to make an impact — expeclally in the
nelghborhood workers'xcounciis which have introduced
new agitational techniques (blitzdemonstrations, “com-
mandos,” certain forms of violent struggle). In sup-
porting these councils, the young revolutfonaries are
trying to make themselves known and to struggle in
what they call tronically the “adult” workers’ coun-
cils.

it 18 no exaggeration to state that this new van-
guard has upset and Interfered with the plans of the
Communist Party — 3as well as with those of the dl-
verse soclal-democratic forces that have been trying
to make inroads under the guise ofa*new syndicalism,”
a “modern sociallsm® or even a “more supple” or
«enlarged” Marxism. The traditional conflicts between
the Communist and soclal-democratic wings of the
working-class movement are belng overshadowed by
the new threat to both of them from the left.

Most of the old organizations In exile — the social
demoeratte PSOE (Partido Soclalista Obrerode Espana)
and their union, the UGT (Union General de Traba-
ladores); the anarcho-syndicalist CNT (Confederacion
Naclonal del Trabajadores); and the Basque Christian
unton, the STV (Solldaridad de Trabajadores Vascos)--
are beginning to look llke museum pleces.

The same process of radicallzation can be observed
in the student movement. New forms of organization
are belng worked out, especially In the wake of the
May Days {n France, the mass demonstrations in
Italy, and the growth of the Germapn SDS A varfety
of different types of groups have sprung up (students'
councils, revolutionary student unlons, etc.), sometimes
localized within a single clty, sometimes more wide-
spread.

The helghtening of the struggle, which could be
followed in the press all last year (and the foretgn
press did not cover all the strikes, occupations and
university struggles,) has convinced the Rarditners in
the establishment that the system as a whole will
be jeopardized {f it does not suppress the agitations
of the student and working-class movements,

A SPECTER HAUNTING SPAIN

The specter of the French general strike has been
haunting a ruling class which has never been able to
maintain its domtnatlon with flexible methods and
liberal forms ~ which, only thirty years ago, aimost
lost everything to a working class movement that
clearly proclalmed its revolutionary goals in tne
Asturlas uprising {n the first year of the clvil war.

Thus {t was declded to bring a halt to liberalization
and check the opposition. But this about-face on the
part of the power structure came up against every-
thing the liberals (Christian Democrats, moderate
soclalists, etc,) had been patiently preparing for years.
Suddenly, the skirmishes between the varlous wings
of the bourgeosie have become violent.

Th2 Church is divided, Professor Tierno Galvan
is reproachlng the “hards™ for thelr lack of serenity,
the military, the police, and the state are getting nervous
about radical priests and tolerant professors. «Where
does the liberal end und the Communist begin,” wonder
the forces of represslon, more obtuse in Spain than
anywhere else, “who Is a scab and who is a Red In
this new crowd?”"

The most encouraging thing avout the present situation
is the Jact that the working class — braving a repres-
slon which has every possible means at its command,
prison, torture, etc,, and uses and abuses them as
widely as possible — has continued the struggle and
maintained its pressure despite the state of emar-
gency, It would be an exaggeration to say that Franco's
regime {s In danger, but at the same time It must
be recognized that the workers' awakentng has re-
vealed {tself to be quite formidable,

Despite the present disarray in the secret and semi-
secret organizations, despite the tmmedfate Imprison-
ment of every suspect after the declaration of the
state of emergency (in fact, the dragnel began two
daf‘z before the declaration), st{ll the workers are
solid.

REVOLUTIONARY PO\FENTIAL

A sftuation full of revolutionary possibititiests begin-
ning to develop in Spain. Unfortupately, one can be
overwhelmed by Spain’s backwardness in organi-
zation and political immaturity. Spain has lost the
revolution several times because of it,

No one should imagine that Spaln can make the
revolution in the absence of a strong Marxist revolu-
tionary party. This is the crux of our disagreement
with most of the post-war groups in Spain, and we do
not hide the fact. On the contrary, we arc eager to
pursue discussion on this point and others, before the
working class and the revolutionary militants,

But at the same time we seek nothing less than
close collaboration with all those who are ready to
struggle sincerely, for an improvement in working
class conditions, for the destruction of capitalism,
for the construction of socialism under the demo-
cratic control of the working class.

Translated by Loren Goldner from Lutte Ouvriere,
3/5/69




A Guide for
the Radical Tourist

There has always been a strainof'‘soclalist’? thought
which has seen as the main mission of soclalism the
purlfication of men’s souls of the greed and petty
individualism that characterizes capltalism.

Characteristic of this sort of soclalist--best repre-
sented by the Fablaiis, several varleties of Christian
Soclalists and those reformers George Orwell carl-
catured as the frult-juice-drinkers-and-vegetarians--
is a heartfeltdlstrustof revolutionary mass movements,

Mass movements are generally awakened, as Karl
Marx pointed out, by the ordlnary ‘‘material” needs
and asplrations of the oppressed. They tend to bring
to the surface the general self-assertiveness and com-
batative independence that the typical **soclalist refor-
mer'' longs to suppress.

The socialtst purttans generally lean instead toward
the man of destiny as an instrument of history. Itis
the dedicated leader, sacrificing himself to a noble
tdeal--and calling upon the people to sacrifice them-
selves too--that has been enshrined in their dreams,

Thelirs is the viston of people hostile to the anarchy
-of capltallst soclety and frightened at the prospect of
working class democracy--longlng for an ordered and
deferential world. The Great Man seems to stand
above soclely and the class struggle in life as the re-

Iglesias does not stint on examples of good Cubans.
Take his discussion of the housing question: In the local
party office, Iglesias comes across atroublemaker. An
old woman, wife of a pensioner, bitterly denocunces the
regime because of the wrteched housing alloted to her.
She attributes it to a pollcy of the regime toward pen-
sionners and others who are not needed for production.

The woman, who along with her husband was 2 rank-
and-file member of the old pre-Castro Cuban Com munist
Party (PSP), Is in effect told that there are others
worse off than she s and therefore she shouldn’t com-
plain, There is a certain amount of condescension ex-
pressed towards the woman’ s political past, the implica-
tion beling that the lot of a rank-and-file CPer in Batis-
ta’s days wan’t so bad.

Then on leaving the party headquarters, Iglesias runs
across a seventy-three year old man who is obviously
meant to represent the kind of response to the regime
that Iglesias approves of.

After describing his life, thatofa hard worker and an
honest man (with no hint of militancy even of a trade
union kind), the campesino tells of his good treatment at
the hands of the revolution: .

I am seventy-three today. 1 am alreadyretired and
I am still drawing my salary until the pension comes.

WITH APOLOGIES TO

p .

former does In ideological fantasy, He is taken to
represent an all but unlimited ability to reshape the
soctal order in accordance with one’s will.

In fact, of course, the Bonapartist regimes of the
nineteenth century and the fasclst and stalinist dicta-
torships of the twentieth have been marked by a thor-
oughgolng ‘immobilisme."

After an inftlal period of feverish activity--re-
quired to (il the vacuum created by the collapse of
the old order--these regimes have tended to lapse
into a profound conservatism, in part because they
have tried to substitate faith in the Leader for popu-
lar initfatlve. An authoritarfan or totalitarian regime
ma; Jproot e vemnants of a corrupt order but it
cannot replace the mass energy It must repress.

Dut the growth of a radical student movement at
a time when the working class, though increasingly
restive, remains politically quiescent nevertheless
has led to 2 resurgence of a kind of soclal reformer
mentality,

CASTRO AND MORAL REFORM

There is no more obvious evidence of this resur-
gence than the adulation, heaped on Fidel Castro
slmply because he puts forward the moral reform
of the Cuban people as the justification for his dic-
tatorship. And there (s no better witness to this
adulation than. in the Fist of the Revolution, by Jose
Igtesias,

Iglesias' book 1s a collection of journalistlc vig-
nettes which describe the varitles of “Soclalist Man"
that are being ‘‘bullt’” in Cuba. In addition to the
dedicated cadre, mostly militia and party men, there
are only two basic types: the ordinary Cubans, who
worship Fidel, and the‘“di dos,'” the di d.

Isn’t it fine of the revolutionary government to do that?
I knew Fidel and Raul and their old man too. I worked
for him in Biran when they were boys, and look what a
wonderful man Fidel hasbecome. 1am retired at higher
pay and I can keep my house, I can keep my house!
They will not throw me out, think of that! Isn’t that a
fine thing? Say it is a fine thing, man.””

FAITHFUL FAMILY RETAINERS

It is des like this, r d thr the book
that give away the political assumptions that Iglesias
brings to his work. Almost invariably, the good Cubans
are presented as just this kind of faithful family
retainer types, Occasfonally, they may grumble a bit
about hardship, and even about incompetance in the
leadership. But generally they are portrayed as poli-
tically naive, basically simple and good-natured.

On the other hand, just as invariably, the disgustados
are presented as self-centered whiners and com-
plainers, dissatisfied with the regime for personal and

- that

by Ernest Haberkern
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Cuba (It means loss of joband other severe restrictions
for the period of several months that it takes to process
the case), Igleslas doesn’t bite, however, and Ventura
has to make a point of finding him in the street.

When IgleSlas finally submits to a conversation, he -
notes that Ventura had been a member of the July 26
Movement, and reports that the ex-labur leader defends
the revolutionary government from some attacks which
Ventura feels are unjustified (saying a lot of the
complaints about housing, rationing and so on fail to
take into account the external pressuresonthe regime).

But his conclusion is that Ventura 18 not being honest
with him andis stmply trylng toput up a front, to present
hlmself as an honest but objective critic of the ragime.
In Igleslas’ words:

<1t was thls lying, this cat-and -mousegame that he
played with me that made me disilke him,.. It seemed
to me Ventura was a man who, after those years as a
unton leader, was unhappy about not belng ‘ir’; yet
he had no heart for the dreadfully hard work and devo-
tedness of the Cuban party member; there was simply
no juice in it for him.’*

Now all those things might be true--although Igleslaas
doesn’t present a shred of evidence foranyof his char-
ges; It was simply a reporter’s intuition that underlay
his remarks, (Iglesias offers a picture of himsalf
as an honest, obfective reporia- sympathetic to the
regime but willing to report the criticisma that he
runs Into or, as in this instance, run after him,
But he doesn't offer any basis for judging the validity
of hls ow wisupported opinions)

NO POLITICAL REPLY

But regardless of whether or not Iglesias’ cri-
ticlsms of Ventura are valld, regardless of Ven-
tura's personal strengths or weaknesses, Igleslas
makes no attempt whatever at a political reply to
the crittcisms of the regime which Ventura had made
to him. The gist of Ventura's objections were given
in one pa.agraph: =

“Llsten, | agree that I should not b a union leader,
though 1 was elected each lme by amajority of the
workers. A leader should be a member of the mill-
tla.  Anyway, I am not good at being a leader of this
kind ¢ f union. 1 am used to arguing and negotlating
witlt the company for benefits for the workers, Now
the union and the company are the same thing, they
pursue the same objectives, And In 1960, | did not
1tke what they dld to remove the ugslon leadership.
They came to the top man and satd he had to leave,
there would be new elections, They did not
arrest him but there were milltia standing by, What
do you think of that?"’ »

1¥s a straightforward question, but somehow Igle-
stas never gets around to answering It dlrectly. It
strikes right at the heart of the nature of Cuban
‘'socialism,” and there are hosts of others like It
Why are the Cuban people denled the right to any
independent organizations of the working class or
anybody else? (That would be ‘‘economism,’” no
doubt). Why must the so-called unlons, whose leaders
are ultimately selected by the Cuban power structure,
exlst only to_interpret the workers’ true Interests--
as defin y\the Cuban Communist Party--to the
workers themselves?

Why can’t Cuban “sociallsm’’ mean authenldc wor-
kers’ control of production, as opposed to the factory
sell-discipline that has been installed there today?
Why can’t the revolutionary government be based upon
workerg' councils, democratically elected on the shop
level? Why must the ‘'workers’ state” in Cuba
mean that the workers and the rest of the Cuban peo~
ple have no putver at all?

No public opinion poll in Cuba can answer these ques-
tions for you (any more than a public opinton poll in the
US should make up your mind for you or racism, the war
in Vietnam or student unrést), For Iglesias, these
quastfons do not evon exist. b

In so far as Iglesias is concarned, thereare only two
options open to Cuban workers: doclle hard-working
submission to the government or parasitical griping.
the mllitant tlonist whdse 14 hased
on the conviction that he is more faithful to the revo-
lution than the time servers who end up with govern-
mant posts simply doesn’t exist,

PURITAN'S DELIGHT

There are no revolutlonary oppositionists except the
bus driver Bill, who Is treated as politically naive.
And even Bl is resigned; his loyalty to the old revo-
lutionaries he served with results. in nothing more

usually disreputable reasons. Iglesias’ one 5
a bus driver he calls Bill (a fighter in the Escambray
¥Front and a prisoner under Batista, who participated
in a prison break In which six of hls comrades were
killed), is included to prove the rule.

Consider his treatment of the case of Ventura, a
former local union leader in the sugar mill at Central
Guatemala in Oriente Province, The first thing that
should be noted 1. the fact that Ventura has to go out
of his way to get Iglesias to listen to his story, He at-
tempts to open wp a discussion first in 2 local hotel
where mill workers eat.

Ventura mentions that he is sending his wife and child
out of the country, an act which as [glesias himself
makes clear i{s considered the next thing to treason fn

threatening to the regime than nostalgla. He too, in
practice, is just another hard worker who keeps his
mouth shut,

Iglesias’ Cuba 18 a soclalist puritar’s delighte
Leon Trotsky, in the Revolution Betrayed, referred
to the productions of the llberal apologists for Stalin
(the *“Friends of the Soviet Union'’) as Socialism for
Radjca) Tourigts, Iglesias’ book, like so many reports
on Cuba, can best be thought of as a guide for such
tourists.

Like most tourist guides, it bears little resemblance
to reality, For those whose main desire is to {ndulge
their romantic fantasies, it is preferable to the actual
tour--which always runs the risk of belng interrupted
by reallty.
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Black-Wh

by Sy Landy

We are approaching a crucial period in American history. In the next
few years we may see militant movements lauching mass struggles aimed
at challenging the the whole capitalist system. Or we may very well witness
a race war, fought by white and black workers against each other, while
the ruling class escapes the brunt of the social crisis.

It a fratricidal race war is to be avoided, steps
must be taken now to lay the groundwork for future
united actlon by the whole working class. The out-
come of present debate within the radical movement
on tne ways in which black and white struggles sho-
uld relate to one another may “ave a great deal of
impact on the growing social confllct in America,

The Amer,¢an working class fs deeply troubled
and becomlng more so,

Given the war in Vietnam, unemployment has drop-
ped to an ext:nt, roughty 3 to 4%, This figure has to
be at least doubled to see the true plcture; for exam-
ple, it doesn't include those who have given up search-
ing for jobs or those whose life circumstances do not
permit takiag what soctety has delined as payiny jobs.

The sttuation . grows more ominous In that one of
the chief policy alms of glant corporations s to
increase unemployment stfll more In order to make
the employed workers even more fearful of their
job security, thus undercutting the Increased milit-
ancy.

This condition 1s interwoven with tbe growing
speedup on (he fob couplel with acceleration of in-
humane conditions dictated by the greed for profit,
The long term problems of automatlon, in addition,
hang llke 2 sword of Damocles over the heads of the
labor forc.,

Who Pays For War?

An agency of the government has made off-
iclal what we have charged for a long time -
the fact that the costs of the war in Vietnam
must be born entirely by the workers, while
the corporations and capltalists make more
profits from the super-heated economy.

The Callfornia State Publle Utllltles Commis-
slon recently granted the Paclftc Gas & Elec-
tric Company a rate (ncrease, The company
had complalned that the income tax surcharge
(passed , as you wlll recall, to help finance the
Vietnam war) among other things had resulted
in lower profits for the company. The PUC
has obligingly glven its OK to PG&E to pass
the cost of the war on to the public,

It ls possible to go on listing the causes of the
growlng unrest at great length, but we will mention
only one more ; inflation, which is a major factor,
While money wages have risen through the past 5
years, the ralses have only fjust managed to miain-
tain the workers' living standards.

Given our retrogressive taxatlon system and the
pature of the capltalist wage-price structure, work-
ing people pay for the war. Nor will this cease if
the war ends. Nixon has promised the maintenance
of war spending, Thercfore inflation will continue
to take its toll. Indeed, glven the three year contract
period current in Unfon negotiations, the wage lag
can only iotenslty the reaction to inflation.

There are strata of the working class that are
caught (n much worse conditions than those of the
generallzed work force that we have sketched. There
1s a stratum of the working class that is superex-
ploited, relegated generally to the most menial tasks,
subject to a much lower wage rate, ‘‘the jast to be
hired/the first to be fired’ - Black and Third World
workers,

With higher unemployment rates than the norm by
far, with the reiegation of many of Its numbers to
the modern dole system - welfare - black workers
constitute a major proportion of the superexploited.

Poverty level wages keep the entire working class
at a lower wage than It otherwise could achleve,
Cheaply paid black labor not only resnlts in super
profits for capltalists but acts as a threat to the wages
aof others should they press for ‘‘too much'' The
‘‘reserve army of unemployed” further acts as a
pressure on the job Insecurity and wage level of the
white workers,

The diviston between black and white labor caused
by ractsm has been a major weapon in the hands of
the ruling class to prevent popular uaity which would
pose a real challenge to its social, political and econ-
omic power.

This 1s not because a cabal of capitalists decided
that racism should work that way, Capitalism is far
from being such a consclous system and certainly does
oot produce a ruling class brilliantly and insight-
fully aware of its own overall or long range inter-
ests, Rather It tends to produce a class parochially
divided In Its viewpoint and subject to the profit-
grubbing views of its components,

Capitalist institutl hATaTh, which goes
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beyond what the individual or collective members ef
the ruling class desire. The system as a system is
the generator and accelerator of racism which funct-
fons in the bést interests of the capitalist society.
The disease of prejudice pervades the entire fabric
of capitalist America and is an ideological mechanism
that works to malntain superexploftation and divisions
in the working class.

We see the danger signs all around us of the tur-
moil within the white working class being deflected
by the ruling class and its minlons against the blacks;
the teachers in New York pitting themselves against
the black community; Reuther in the auto industry
playtng off the skilled white workers againstthelargely
black assembly workers on the basis of ensuring
large wage differentials.

We see the cry growing among white workers (as
well as middle class people) - ‘‘the niggers are get-
ting everything!’’ Wa see the enormous rasponse Wal-
lace got for a period of time amongst young white
workers. As the material pressures against the work-
ing class accelerate so does the danger of the whites
viewing the black upsurge as the threat causing them
to lose money, purchasing power, job security and the
like, i '

So we are entering a pertod where the alternatives
are sharply posed - alliance against the ruling class
or fratricidal warfare., The question ls, how can real
alllances between blacks aid whites be fostered?

TWO BISYMMETRICAL MISTAKES

The answer to this question depends in part upon
an understanding of what should NOT be done. Two
mistaken approaches - bisymmetrical opposites - have
been under discussion in the movement.

On the one haad, it has been suggested that the black
community should be told to ‘“‘cool 1"’ untll the white
majority of the working class has cured itself of
racism. On the other, it has been argued that whites
as well as blacks must make the fizht against racism
the major focus of their struggles. Let us lock at
each of them in turn,

There are some who have taken the raclal crisis tn
the US to mean that black demands should be opposed
because they ‘‘undermine class unity’’ and ‘threaten
the short range Interests’ of white workers. The SDS
Labor Committee in New York gave its support to the
racist UFT strike on these kinds of grounds.

This is not a2 new approach exactly; history could
provide us with any number of related cases, For
example, Guy Mollet and the French Social Democrats
(SF10) carried on the war against Algerian indep-

™ endence on the grounds that they were opposed to

internation-

they were

ite Alliance.

alists, After all, Algerfans and Frenchmen shouldq
be united, etc.

Ralsing an wtimate demand to drown an immediate
demand - counter-posing ‘‘class demands’’ to specific
black demands - serves not a class interest nor an
ultimate Interest but the malntenance of the status
quo. To submerge the struggle to the level of the
least mflitant is to stde with reaction.

The approach to black -white relationships put for-
ward by the SDS Labor Committee and other groups
betrays a fundamental misunderstandlng of the ways in
which the fight for the liberation of the whole work-
ing class (the fight for soctalism) relates to other
struggles,

SOCIALISM AND NATIONAL LIBERATION

Consider the ways in which the basic politics of
revolutionary soclalism are linked to wars of nation-
al liberation. To quote Hal Draper:

How does support to a war of nattonal Hb-
eration relate to the basic politics of revoiu-
tlonary soctallsm? In two ways:

1) In the first place, we support a struggle
for national liberation or independence because
this national alm is a democratic demand. We
are for all genuinely democratic demands--for
the same reason we are for soclalist demands
and alms: because their fulfillment Is necessary
for a world in which human potentlalitles can
best flower,

National self-determination {sademocratic de-
mand even {f it means self-determination under
an undemocratfc natlonal government, as it often
has. We should support this democratic demand
even if it were unrelated to the further struggle
for soclalist democracy.

2) But, as a matter of fact, it Is very diffi-
cult Y not {mpossible for any democratic de-
mand to be unrelated to the struggle for soclal-
ism, because of the nature of soclallsm ftself.
National liberation (independence) facilitates the
struggle for soclalist democracy if not immedi-
ately, then in a later stage.

Tae essential reason for that fact is this:
domination or oppression from the ocutside by
a forelgn {mperialist tends to overlay the soctal
struggte (class struggle)of the indigenous soclety,
and therefore to distort, dampen or moderate
precisely those soclal antagonlsms which bear
a soctal-revolutionary potential. A people who
do not enjoy national freedom will tend to pay
primary attention to that immediate source of

- pain; thetr capacity to struggle will tend to be
absorbed by it; thelr perception of who-1s-the-
enemy will tend to be dom!nated by it.

Therefore, imperialist oppresslon tends to set
back or slow up a full crystallization and clar-
ification of class antagonlsms; and a liberation
from imperialist domination will have the long-
run effect of providing the conditions for the
exacerbation of internal class strains (even if
the Immedlate effect of a national-iiberation vic-
tory appears to be otherwise for an initial
period). This ts not gainsald by the fact that,
to be sure, revolutionary poltcy seeks to Intro-
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Brutality and Defense

The following excerpt from an interview with
a Los Angeles polhumn “Paul Anderson” (car-
ried in the San Francisco Chronicle, March 3,
1969), provides direct evidence of what militant
black actlon against the police can achieve in
the way of ending police brutality,

Anderson is one of the officers who joined
the department after the 1965 riots,
ficers may not share his viewpoint,
son maintains that the riots - rather than stabil-
izing hard-nose attitudes among police - actuslly
softened them,

He says he is convinced that some policemen-
even those who don't share his moral convic-
tions - are softening their dealings with racla)
minoritles out of a pragmatic concern: for sur-
vival. .

“Maybe ‘survival * is a little strong,” Ander-
son sald, *but when everything is consldered
that's about what it bolls down to, I's almost
an Indefinable thing. But you see guys (police-
men) who make the effort on the street to com-
municate because, maybe, before they never
really looked at what was going on, By mat, 1
mean the neighborhuod's problems, injustice
and causes of these problems,

“But, aside from that, our guys krow that,
now, ll can be !lnpaaslble to even get a guy ar-
r(aked and out of a black nelghborhood without
the neighborhood’s help. Maybe the riots brought
about the feeling 'in some policemen that you
can’t do it alone, that you not only get your po-
wer from the people, but that vou get your help
from the people, If the community’s agalnst you,
your job is {mpossible. You make an arrest
and, right away, there's 200 black people crowd-
ing around, trying to tear you apart,

“And there you are. You got a suspect and you
can't even get back to your car toradlo for help,
And If the crowd REALLY doesn’t understand
(slc!), REALLY doesn’t want you lo take the g’uy
to Jall...Man, it's a question of survival..

duce class-struggle components even {n the course

of a nattonal struggle.

In short, here, as in other sectors of politics,
the fight for democracy and the fight for soclal-
tsm go hand in hand; and the fight for democracy
includes specifically the democratic demand for
national Hberation

(A Political Gulde to the ABC of Natlonal Liberation
Movements, pp. 2 - 3)

In the United States, the black struggle has a simi-
lar although not ldentical meaning. Ask yourself a
simple question, Does the black worker at this time
identify hls problem of being unable to control his
life , to secure a stable lvelthood, etc., with his
condition as a worker? Or does he assoclate it with
being black? Obviously, in bis mind - fo his state of
consclousness - he assoclates it primarily with being
black,

Before he can unroll or strip away his sense of
powerlessness and Inferiority as worker he must strip-
away his sense of powerlesspess and Inferfority as
black, In practice, in struggle, there is a tendency
for the two to begin to mesh - the one leading to and~—
fusing with the other.

For the black in America, the Amerlcap Heritage
has meant centuries of actual slavery, eventually
transformed into corporate ‘free enterprise’ slavery,
poverty and physical terror.

But beyond even the lynchings ard the poverty, the
blood and the hunger, has been the systematic attempt
not only to degrade the black, but to make him accept
his degradation as his just due,

g‘f&;‘lory, tradition and his material circumstances
wove a blanket of social lies that smothered the
black {n his own supposed inhumanity, his fitness only
for menial labor, his awareness of social and even
physical dependence on the power and wealth of those
outside his community, bis incapacity to run his own
lite,

Much more Important than explicit theories of black
inferfority has been the conscfous and unconscious
raclsm that permeates the llves of whites living in
a soclety built on the stooped backs of black people.
And tragically, a great many blacks themselvesaccept-
ed the racist concept of their own inferiority.

Deliberately deprived of their African heritage,
virtually denied the history of their own past rebell-
tons, forced Into patterns of deference by the need
to survive, forced Into the most menfal jobs, forced
into tithy slums and dirt road shacks, many Amer-
ican blacks found it easy to accept the myth of their
{nferfority.

It is a tribute to the human race In general and
the black people in particular that such a system
was not completely effective, that black people could
not be beaten down totally even by the vast powers
alligned against them,

The need for self-identification and self-respect,
the hunger for black pride, was the basic dynamlc
behind the appeal of the early Nationalist groups with
a varfety of concrete programs, Garvey's Back to
Africa movement, separatism, Muslimism - all were
symbolic of a refusal to kneel before white soclety,

The explosive impact of the Black Power slogan in
the black community is an indication of the need for
black militaney and independent black organizations,
Amerlecan black soclety had for too long accepted the
idea that Negroes were incapable of uniting and lead-
ing their own groups.

Traditional civil rights organizations might ¢‘do
good things”, but the black man at the bottom could
not identify himself with them, What appeared to the
white community to be ‘integrated’ organizations ap-
peared to the grassroots of the Black community to
be white-dominated.

Ghetto uprisings, the formation of armed self-def-
ense groups, and the organization of grassroots pol-
itical combat organizations have marked the new
period.

There are (of course) conservative and reaction-
ary versions of black nationalism. Every observer
and participant {s aware of the fiery ‘‘revoluticrary”’
who settles for a poverty program job.

In fact, a whole layer of politicians, professionals
and upwardly mobile elements still voca'lze much of
the Black Power and nationalist sentiment., The most
conservative verstons of this are the Black Capit-
alist tendency and the cultural nationalists but they
don’t end the list by any means,

But the it of black 1 and in-
dependent black organizations In balance represents a
tremendous step forward for black people - and in
fact for the US working class as a whole.

BLACK CAUCUSES IN THE UNIONS

The rise of black caucuses in the unjon move-
ment underlines this fact. Class conscfousness is fusing
with black consclousness.

DRUM, the big Dodge Black Caucus specifically
traces its roots to the Black Power movement and
says that it has learned that the way to organize
the community 18 by organizing the work place!

Communities, ghettos, slums are by nature of the
caplmllsm that creates them, atomizing institutions

{gned to turn agalns! , neigh-
bor against neighbor. The work place, the point of
production, organizes workers by its nature, consol-
fdates them, points to finite class enemles.

The caucuses of black workers have the potential
both of raising the fight for black liberation to a
new level and of revitalizing the stagnating trade
union movement as a whole.

In short, any move by radicals to counterpose them-

selves sy, tically to black
resent a tragedy of historic dimenstons.

On the other hand, just as dangerous as the idea
of counterposing yoursel! to black demands is the
notfon of railsing no additional demands. The Pro-
gressive Labor Party has taken the position that
since it is In the long range Interests of white workers
to have black poverty ellmtnated, therefore racism
must be the main target against which white workers
(and students) must fight as well ‘4s the blacks,

But to not use the catalytic effect of black upsurges
to stimulate parallel developments amongst whites (on
issues that have material significance to them as
well as to blacks) means to abandon hope for the white
working class.

1t means in addition, in a troubled and polarizing
sttuatlon, that rlght wingers wlill raise some of the
very demands that workers want. They will do soin
an utterly demogoglc fashion and twist them Into
racist ql(acks on Black workers fighting for their
own inferests, Abandonment of class wide dema.nds
will result not fust in a setback but in reac
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~horizon of struggle. if the rullpg class/can i
the (ight, all is lost. If, for e
ts ralsed for jobs in a par
blacks who apply, and i this demand
to and escalated towards a program guaranteeing full
employment for all throughout soclety, then intro-
class colllsion is fore-ordained.

When white workers have been willing to follow
black leadership - as In the recent serles of wild~
cat strikes of black and white workers led by black




caucuses - they have done 50 not because they waged
a fight on the grounds of racism but because demands
had been raised which were in the Immediate self-
interest of white workers as well as blacks,

Working class antl-racism {s not learned by being
convinced In the abstract that raclsm is bad, but as
a byblow of working together with blacks in a struggle
for goals meanlngful to both In a material sense.

The most concrete example in Amerlcan histery
of how lo forge an alliance bewteen white and black
pleblans was the Populist movement in the south In
the late 180 5, Separately organlzed black s and whites
(Colored Farmer Tenants AlMances and Farmer Ten-
ants Alllances) joined together In a number of places
in the South to flght the power of Northeastern cap-
ttalism and 1ts Southern compradore clags.

The demands of the movements were largely econ-
omlc and potentially very revolutionary. The blacks
and whites hated each other’'s guts, Prejudices waned
however, as each reallsed the other’s power and their
need for the alliance against the real enemy.

Ant{-racism was not, nor could it be, the motor
force of the white organizing - it was a result. It
lasted until the furlous pressures of the power struct-
ure finally tore the embryonic coalltion apart.

It i1s a micdle class ltberal myth to belleve that
anti-racism education can solve the problem of ractsm,
It is a dangerous myth that the overwhelming bulk
of the white working class is willlng tofight, under
the banner of antl-raclsm at this point. The gap
between thelr present reluctance and thelr future
willingness to do so can be closed by concrete strug-
gles with thelr black brothers for material gain.

Does this mean that we do not press the question
of racism of advise black caucuses not to demand
the end of racism? Agaln, absolutely not, Black cau-
cuses are now In the lead In mliltant struggles In
the factorles - you do not ask militants to reduce .
their militancy to the common denominator.

ADDITIONAL DEMANDS

What you do ask, and black caucuses frequently do
without benefit of your asking, Is to ralse additional
demands which have economic meaning both to their
own constituency and to the white workers.

Thereby, white workers, because they are attracted
to the benefits of collaboration in an immediate gravy
senge, accept black co-struggle and even leadership -
and the particular black demands - as part of the
struggle for thelr common good. At first this s
gradging and hesitant, later less so.

Interracial fraternity on a class conscious basis
is at least a possible - not guaranteed - end product
of such a strategy. Coalltions between independent,
autonomous. groups, based on mutual sell-interest,
offer the only road away from racist disaster.

Certaln of the above guidelines hold true on the
campus as well. The recent outbreak of black strug-
gles on campuses across the country Is only the be-
ginning of a new development.

STUDENTS AND WORKERS

Students are not workers, They do not have the
same class Interests or ways of reacting. Students
cannot and do not play the role of revolutionary ag-
ency thal the working class can play. It does not have
the relationship to the means of production. or the
soclal strength or the long term concentricity that
the working class has demonstrated,

Students are even trained to think differently: they
abstract more readily and generalize more quickly.
Workers are trained both overtly and subtly to think
in “‘practical'’ terms. Families, jobs, etc. press them
to seek Iimmediate gains rather than more abstract
or long range fulftllments,

However, thelr relationship to the system forces
them to widen their demands, and by a process of
struggie and related education they learn their manifest
Interests on a broad or class-wide scale. Students'
roanlfest or latent interests do not necessarily impel
them to revolutionary conclusions.

Why are revolutlonaries interested In students, and
why are so many of the current revolutionary crop
students? In the first place, despite the fact that stu-
dents as a group are not propelled into revolution
aut. 1y, si 8 of them can make the
break with their class backgrounds or class aspir-
atlons and foin together with other intellectuals who
have made a similar break, and with advanced work-
ers, to form a revolutionary vanguard,

This does not mean simply becoming as radical
as ‘““all get out”, but decisively and profoundly id-
entlfying with the long range Interests of another
class, the working class. The jump is huge, and
only a comparatively small number make it and stay
with it.

The bulk of students, however, can and frequently

do play another kind of role - that of ally and support-
er of the working class and even detonators ata
critical moment,

The recent events In France {llustrate both tend-
encles among the student; quite_well, in a crisis sit-
uation. Groups of determined working class-oriented
revolutionartes tried to forge links with small work-

x
ers’ organizations, in order to play a vanguard role
and displace the traitorous Communist Party leader-
ship.

’rPhe mass of students supported this effort, but were
spurred on by their own demands. They were the
detonating factor that opened the scene for the work-
ing class to play its role.

Students are trained for many occupations - cap-
italist, professional, technician. They are supposed
to provide the mythmakers and ideologists for the
system, They are supposed to provide the officfal
cultural consciousness, They are supposed to rat-
ionalize and dispense sop services to the working
class and 0ﬁn superexploited. They are supposad to
fi]] the bureaucratic mission of the establishment.

Upward mobllity for those who enter college whether
(rom the middle classes, seeking to better their lot,
or from the working class, seeking to attailn middle
class or white-collar working class status represents
a potentially more rewarding life than the backgrounds
{from which they come.

PROLETARIANIZATION,

But the hopes of a conslderable number of stud-
ents are dashed when they become aware of the real
contest of thelr future. Most of the jobs that will
be avallable to them are rapidly becoming prolet-
arianized and parochialized.

The resultant lack of a goal or [ob orientation,
moods of intense altenation, etc., are familiar features
of the contemporary students’” outlook.

A disturbing view of the future is foreordained fn
the college itself, as the academic institution in Am-
erican soclety becomes increasingly impersonal and
factory-like.

Students, as we have Indicated, tend to generalize
rapldly. They are supposed to be '‘programmed’ to
serve the mythmaking or socialization functlon in the
interest of the ruling class. Students become aware
of the horrors of the society, become more sensitized
to them more rapidly than others frequently do -
become aware that the rullng class myths are at
stark varlance with reality.

In this context, the eruptlon of Black and Third
World Consclousness among students Is a tremendous
development in terms of both the opportunities it
affords the struggle of the superexploited and the oppor-
tunities it opens up among students in general.

Our attitude toward these struggles Is similar to
the att{tude we expressed toward the working class
struggles and the Black struggle in general.

We belleve that autonomous Black studles, black
control of Black curricufum, and the other assoclated
demands are excellent and necessary transitional steps
for Black consclousness, We support open admissions
for Black and Third World students, We do not sub-
merge these demands with ours - but wedo add others.
We recognize the Black initative, we supportsthelr
struggle and, at the same time, seek togenerate among
white students demands for the liberatlon of all

As opposed tothis conception, PL specifically opposes
raising general demands in addition to the Black
demands. This stance is based on the notlon that
racigm cxists among students and that therefore they
have to struggle under the banner of anti-racism atone
to rid themselves of it.

NOBLESSE OBLIGE

By appealing to antt-raclsm alone, PL can only
succeed in winning students on a liberal guilt basis.
It appedls to noblesse oblige - elite patronization -
not self assertion and {dentification with an exploited
group. No conception of a genuine mutual interest
alliance is raised.

The early 60’s with its campuses still finding
real meaning In liberal possibilities ( eg. SDSs
‘““Part of the way with LBJ"' in 1964 and the general
pro-civil rights moral upthrust), is over, The liberal
center i{s marked by self doubt, vaclllatlon, and con-
fusion; there is now a really revolutlonary alternative
present on campuses.

To present a strictly moral approach to people {n
these circumstances, to give them the same stuff
that no longer awakens the spirit of the early slxties,
because they’ ve learned the world is more complex,
is simply to conservatize things,
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by Jack Bloom
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‘‘Now, if you’re a rea’ zood boy, you can have a departmsaat all your own,
with just as much autonomy as the others.”’

The last few months have seen the outbreak of strug-
gles for self determination on one campus after another
across the country. Led by Black Student Untons and
Third World Liberation Fronts, the repeated confron
tations have raised the tssue not only of restructuring
the academy but of changing the content of higher edu-
cation as well. In fact, the various structural propo-
sals that have been advanced are designed prectsely
to factlitate content changes.

It is almost to reassert a commonplace to state that
the structure of the American college and unfversity
is built upon racist foundations; at the same time, it
must be understood that the content.of American edu-
cation is permeated by racist assumptions,

Most soclal scientists, in particular, have brought to
their work the presupposition that American society,
however, flawed, is overall sound as a system—that
only unfortunate mismanagement and regretable misun-
derstandings bar the door to llberty and justice for all.

Even those who have become disenchanted withthe war
in Vietnam, for example, all too often base their oppo-
sition on essentially tactical grounds. Thelr support for
the social set-up that'spawned the war remains unshaken.

It is within this framework—of unwavering support,
however critical, for the bastc social status quo in
America—that US racial problems have been examined.

James Tobin, writing fn an issue of the sgholarly
journal Daedalus devoted to the “Negro problesh,” gave
expression to the traditional approach In suminary form:

“] start,” he wrote, “from the presumption that the
integration of Negroes into the Amerlcan socloty and
economy can be accomplished within the existing poli-
tical and ecohomlc institutions. 1 understand the impa-
ttence of those who think otherwise, but I see nothing in-
compatible between our pecullar mixture of private enter-
prise and government, on the one hand, and the liberation
and integration of the Negro, on the other. Indeed, the
present position of the Negro is an aberration from the
principles of our society, rather thana requirementof its
functioning.”

Like many of his colleagues, Tobin was convinced
that <. ,the natton, its consclence aroused by the plight
of the Negro, has the chance to make reforms which will
beneftt the whole soclety.”

Tobin's article was written in 1965, during the happy
days of the Poverty Program—some months before the
patton, its POLICE =aroused by the plight of the Ne-
gro,”’ set about the impriscnment of black militants and
the suppression of ghetto uprisings.

The massive crisis of racism which confronts Ameri-
can socliety today Is wholly incomprehensible in the terms
of analyses which assume that the “American Dilemma”
ts a discrepancy belween baslc American values and
racial prejudice.

A professor at the Universily of California at Berke-
ley recently stated in one of his classes that teaching
about Negroes has been inthe hands of liberals for years;
that there scarcely exists a book that is anti-black
written in the last three decades,

He s quite right: the racism that is pervasive in the
academic community is not the racism of the Ku Klux
Ktan but the ractsm of the ADA—not the racism of the
boot {n the face but of the gentle (but firm) pat on the
top of the head.

Most professors recognize, at least to some degree,
the oppression that black people face, Most have been
agonlzed as the paternalistic attempts to “help the Negro
gain the skills necessary to uplift himself” have given
way to massive milttary repressionsofthe black commu-
nity,

But thetr basic commitment to the status quo conditions
the ways tn which they conceptualize the causes of the
oppression and repression of black people—and limils the
range of sojutionstoracism thattheyarewilling and able
to contemplate.

Amerlcan social science hasbeenawhitesocial science

not simply in terms of its practitioners, but in terms of
its methodology and content as well. One symptom of
this is the fact that very little attention of any sort was
pald to the problem of racism until blacks began to assert.
th 1 bar rassing. ons are better left unre-

searched,

Racism is part and parcel of the present structure of
American capitalism and its political props; any thorough-
going attack on racism must necessarily be prepared
to go beyond the institutional boundaries of the status quo.
What is true of life istrue of ideas as well: any thorough-
going analysis-of racism must necessarily be prepared
to go beyond the ldeclogical boundaries of the status quo

Reluctant to do so, American sociologists instead have
tended, like the power structure, to blame black people
for the effects of white racism. If you can't criticize
the system, you must take out your frustration on its
casulties,

The best known example of this approachis Beyond the
Melting Pot (subtitled, *The Negroes, Puerto Ricans,
Jews, ltalians, and Irish of New York City’'), by UC
Berkéley sociologist Nathan Glazer and Patrick Moyni-
han, advisor on urban affairs tothe Nixon administration,
Glazer and Moynihan came very close-to taking the po-
sition (unstated, of course) that “the Jews made f{t, so
why can’t the Negroes?” 2

The *Negro problem,™as Glazer and Moynihan see ft,
revolves arocund the fallure of the black community to
develop a business class as the Jews did. Where did
black people go wrong? Well, they didn’t have the neces-
sary skills; they had no culture to sell, as the Jews and
Italians djd; they were not clannish, like the Jews; and

*(most importantly) they falled to develop a pattern of

saving (saving what?)

Glazer and Moynihan's black people-are apathetic,un-
dereducated, undermotivated, and practically unemploya-
ble—and all because of the weakness of the black family
structure, a hang-over from slavery.

What s lacking in Beyond the Melting Pot (Itke the Moy-
nihan Report, “The Negro Family: The Case for Nation-
al Action™), Is the least glimmer of a real understanding
of the white problem: racism.

Nineteenth-century slavery did indeed set about the
destruction of the slave famjly structure. But it I8 on-
going twentleth-century racism thatundermines black fa-
milles today. To the extent that the picture that Glazer
and Moynthan draw of the black community is a truthfu)
one, it Is white society, not black people,that s to blame.
One might question as well the assumption that the
development of a business class Is the be-all and the
end -all of the good life for a disadvantaged group—
Italian workers and Irish workers, for example, may not
necessarily agree these days with that time honored so-
clologlcal proposition,

But in any case, the systematic society-wide oppression
of black people that has been engendered by American
capitalism—an ntegrated reciprocal network of bad hou-
sing, inferior food, second-cl education, ‘ment
or menial jobs, poverty-level income, highpricesand re-
trogressive taxes, medieval medical care, etc.—totally
invalidates any invidious comparisons between the ex-
periences of the black co ity and the achie
of other ethnic groups,

Even the better soclological analyses of racial ques-
tions rarely transcend the conceptual 1imits imposed by
establishment perspectives, Consider Tally’s Corner by
Elliot Liebow, an excellent example because It represents
some of the best contemporary writing by white social
scientists on the topic of race relations, i

Liebow spent a year and a half among the skid row
population in Washington, D. C. He tried in effect to be-
come one of the blacks, togettoknow their problems and
understand their view of the world. Since his contacts
were with those who were the most oppressed among the
black population, he is well aware of their suffering and
does not seck to hide ft. He understands the special

ditficulties black people encounter:

“A man who {s shle and willing to work cadmot earn
enough money to swpport himsel!, Mz wife, and ome or
more children. A mar’s chances for working regularly
are good only if be 18 willing to work for less than he can
lve on, and sometimes not even then, On some jobs the
wage rate 1s deceptively higher on others, but the
higher the wage rate, the more ditffeult 1t isto getthe
job, and the less the job security.” (p. 51)

Liebow polnts out that b of the discriminati
that blacks encounter,they are often demeaned andaccept
a self-lmage which {s further demeaning. He (llustrates
how this tends to polson famlly relations because women
expect their men to provide for them aga white man does
for his family, Hearguesthattheblack's act of deserting
hig Wife, when it happens, isoftenina sense an assertion
of his manhood against a system thatwould define him as
smpotent.

ALL-PERVASIVE OPPRESSION

In short, Tally's Corner detalls, at Umes with sen-
sitivity, the all-pervasive effects of the oppression which
black people suffer in this soclety, oppression which is
felt not only materially but psychologically as well

However, one gets no indication, by reading Llebow's
book, that he 1s studying the same population that exploded
Into wild rebellion in the wake of the murder of Martin
Luther King. Ghetto uprisings, Malcolm X and the
Black Panther Party would seem out of place on Tally's
Corner,

In away, this Is not surprising, Liebow says that with-
in just two days he "had partly sloughed off that feeling
of belng a stranger achieved that minimum sense
of belonging™. (p.242) He belleves that a community
which had been trained from childhood to hlde (is true
feellngs and hostility toward whites and white soctety had
befriended him at once and was prepared to reveal it-
self to him, Of course he sees black people as white men
In black skins, men who have the same values and as-
pirations as he—that s the {mage they chose to show
to him,

Because Liebow, llke so many others, assumesthat tye
exlisting political and economic institutions tnthis country
are basically sattsfactory, {f In need of modification, he
tends to brush aside the milltant black responses to
oppression.

From this perspective, the ghetto rebellions, the Mal«
colms, the Panthers are troublemakers; they get {n the
wiy of progress ralher'lhan making it possible. They
cause conflict where ndie s necessary, In Liebow's
words:

“Most of the time, the great federal power wil) best
be used {n direct support of theacttonists (read: reform-
ers, not militants), On some occasions, such as the out-
break at Watts, restraints will be the most judicious if
difficult use of that great power,” (p. 231) Judiclous for
whom? That ts the gquestion that goes unanswered.

This kind of attitude recognizes no legitimate expres-
sions of the black community except «its attempt to a-
chieve the values and goals of the larger soclety.””

Even Ralph Abernathy ‘of SCLC reacted to Nixon's
Jlack capitallsm proposua]l by stating that he wasn’t in-
erested in black men explolting black men instead of
white men explofting black men: he wanted the wholoe
black community to benefit from any changes, and that
meant that soclallsm was necessary.

But the fmplications of Liebow’s analysis, one shared
by the great majority of present-day soctal sclentists,
serve only to legitimate Ronald Reagan's irritated de-
mand that black militants shut up and get out of the way
50 that “progress” (defined in his terms, of course)
can be made.

N

¥
BENEVOLENCE

All too many analysts are willing to portray black
and other Third World people as hopelessly oppresaed
simply in order to set the stage for a benevolent white
administrator to amellorate their problems Ln the way
HE deems most efficacious,

The real question posed by the struggles on the cam-
puses Is who is going to define Third World people, and
for what purpose? Are goals to be set for them, in
terms of the interests of the existing capitalist society,
or are they to set their own goals in terms of their own
interests, interests which are inimical to those who rule
this socfety?

The ideologists who dccept the present structure of-
socletly lean toward the first option, Th#ir perspective
denfes the legitimacy of all independent demandsofop-
pressed peoples.

More generally, their viewpolnt seeks to deny thes
fundamental class nature of American soclety, or tojus-
tify it as the only mode of soclal organlzation possible,
It describes the violent struggles of the labor movement
as a thing of the past, It sees the student movement as
as abberation—the war in Vietnam as a ‘' tragic blunder’’
(instead of a logical outcome of an Imperiallst foretgn
pollcy which is a nécessary part of American soclety as
it Is presently constituted)

To look upon racism, not ag an accident, remediable
within the existing framework, but as a “functional im=~
perative® of this social system, tsto call into question the
whole consensus image of American soclety,

The fight for a kind of university and a type of educa-
tion that can lell the truth about America, that will be
responsible to the people, not to the power structure,
{s clearly In the interest of everyone, not just Third
World people. These struggles agalnst racism and for
autonomous Third Worid Colleges and Black Studles De-
partments open the door toa struggle for all of us.
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The Crisis in Pakistan

by Nigel Harris

The. explosion of revolt which has swept Paklstan
since early last November is the most important
event for socla'ists In South Asla since the over-
throw of foreign polittcal control.

In 1968, Ayub Khan—Ilke de Gaulle tn France—
came to power through a military coup.

Now, agaln as In France last May, a completely
unexpected revolt has cast doubt on a reglme pre-
viously noted for {ts ‘stabitty.’ However, unlike
France, the revolt i3 not that of a mass Industrial
working class.

Pakistan was created out of two territorfes at the
oxtreme west and east of the indian subcontinent. The
two parts are separated by 1200 miles of India,

To the west, the dominant majority, Punfabis, control
the main cities and the mass of fertlle land, Mlnority
groups on th: edges of Punfabl control - Pathans
in the north-west, Baluchis and Sindhis — have spor-
adtcally challenged this control.

But in East Pakistan, opposition to the West has
been continuous. The East has about 20 million more
population than the West, but only equal representation
in the National Assembly.

The East earns the largest share of forelgn exchange,
but {n proportlon to its population gets less than half
of central expenditure. The East {5 very poor, densely
populated and backward, separate in culture and Iden-
tity (the population is Bengalf).

Since Ayub came to power the differences between
-East and West have sharpened, Between 1959 and
1967, the difference in Income per head between East
and West increased from Rupeas 88 to 150.

It is in the East that the banned Commumst Party

teachers) - of the Weast who precipitated and have
since sustaimed the current revolt.

In November, the government de-rationed sugar even
though shortages had tripled fts price, Separately,
students In the West launched a campalgn against
government controls on the universities,

The two separate starting points mergedand launched
a more wide-ranging attack on corruptfon and inef-
ficiency in the state administration.

An angworing student echo came from Dacca Ln the
East and this helped to broaden the movement in
the West into a generalised attack on Ayub's author-
ftarian regime. He was denounced for destroylng any
semblance of a free press, and for his rigged consti-
tution whereby only 120,000 ‘basic democrats’ in the
population are able to elect the President 3trectly.

The champion of this movement was Ayub’s former
Foreign, Minister (a minister from 1958 to 1966),
Z.A, Bhutto, a rich Sindhi landowner-lawyer, outside
the old guard of opposition politicians,

His imprisonment sparked the massive student revolt’

and as this campaign spread outwards, in the New
Year, some urban workers also began to participate.

Yet Ayub could possibly have survived all this, What
he could not survive was the collapse of his own ruling-
class base and, In particular, the withdrawal of the
support of the army.

Important establishment figures - Air Marshall
Asghar Khan, exEast Pakistan Chief Justice Murshed,
ex-East Pakistan Governor General Azam Khan -
began to ‘struggle against tyranny’.

Ayub's governing party, the Muslim League, disin-
tegrated, Thirty five members formed a ‘critfcal

(31 group ( g an ex- minister, with tacit

has what roots It retalns (roots t
by Russlan--and, even more--Chinese supporl for
ub,

The Leftist National Awaml Party (itgelf divided be-
tween pro-Moscow and pro-Peking factions) is also a
party of the East.

Finally, the strongest opposition party, the Awaml
League, slso comes from the East. Under Shatkh
Mujlb-ur-Rahman, the League conslstently presses for
Increasing separation of the East from the West.

It demands a ban on capftal flowing out of the East
to the West, a larger.share of natlonal funds, re-
stricting the national government (also in the West)
golely to defence and foreign affairs, and giving the
East repr: 1 In the Natl A bly accord-
iog to its population.

In the pagt the opposition to Ayub has been decis-
ively” weakened by its divisions. This includes not
just the spectrum of small opposition partles, ranging
from Right-wing religtous mysticlsm to Stalinism,
but also the rhythm of revolt which has meant East
and West have reached the peak of hostility towards
Ayub at different tlmes (as was the case in the
upsurge of opposition in the East {n 1966),

Thus Ayub has been able to play one off against
the other, or play off the relatively passive peasant
majority against the much more consistently hostile
urban mlddle class,

It i3 the urban middle class - particularly the students
qnd various professlonal groups (journallsts, doctors,

support from the current Minister of Communlcations)
to attack the East Pakistan provincial administration,
Six others from the assembly joined Bhutto’'s People’s
Party.

In early January, junior army officers were court-
martfaled for refusing to fire on demonstrators in
Karachl,

On the one hand, the army faced demoral{sation and
disintegration, On the other, the old rulers were
moving over to praise the students and suddenly dis-
cover the merits of universal suffrage, so that If
Ayub fell, the status quo would not fall with him.

The old politiclans - organised, regardless of con-
tradictory politics, in the Democratic Actlon Com-
mittee - have been overtaken by Bhutto’s hurricane.
Yet they have continued to try and lead the movement,
to accept private talks with Ayub Khan as a settlement.

Ayub’'s weakness has grown steadily the more con-
cesstons he has been forced to make because he is
now robbed of the strength of army backing. He
is withdrawing the emergency (Imposed in 1965 during
the clash with India), releasing some political pris-
oners (including Bhutto and Mufib-ur-Khan), and fin-
ally has promised not to stand in the 1970 Presiden-
tial elections,

The politiclans have found the concessions a useful
pretext for escaping from the popular movement to

.private negotiations with the President on ‘constitu-

tional reform’., In doing so, they have forced Bhutto

/ .

v
into raising more left-wing demands {n order both to
keep contfol of the popular movement and prevent the
pollticlans out-flanking him.

The combination of a reglonalist and 2 _middle
class revolt can, ho er - as in Czech 1353
last year - raise issues which cannot be simply signed
away in private talks.

The movemen® can supersede the issues of civil
rights - shall there be universal suffrgge? - and
the trivial personal questlons of the Immediate status
quo - must Ayub Khan go?

All these questions protect those who control the
land and the industries of Pakistan - the notarious
22 famiifes.

Behind the politicians is the opportunist, Bhutto.
But behind Bhutto are the milllons for whorm Pakistan’s
much lauded 6 per cent economle growth rate (nearly
9 per cent recently) over the past decade, has meant
only increasing hardshlp and deprivation.

For Pakistan’'s rultng class, the first priority is
to prevent the fssue of popular power being raised,
To do this, Ayub Khan Is an excellent symbolic
sacrifice. :

In his place must go, at best, one of the estab-
lishment opponents like Asghar Khan - swapping an
Alr Marshall for a Fleld Marshall - or an opposi-
tion politicfan, or Bhutto.

And the changeover must happen before the virus
of revolt infects the masses with a fever that cannot
be soothed with such slight remedies,

Bhutto's aim s to keep the pressure fjust to the
point
His programme of militant anti-Indian chauvinism and
flirting with regionalism contains little about internat
social and economic reform.

Nor has the first part of the programme -- the
sacret of his success among West Paklstan's students
-- any appeal In the East. It means even higher
defense expenditure and milltary adventures on the
Kashmir border (in which the East has no interest).

To keep the pot botling, he bas recently talked
vaguely about land to the tillers’ and will probably
get away with it since he has po peasant support,
He has won some industrial worker support, but he
has not rajsed the 13sue of nationalisation or workers’
control,

Bhutto is Just what the alling Cobgress in India
needs. Another border squabble permits the ruling
groups on either side of the Indo-Pakistan border to
flood thelr domestic opposition in a tide of nationalist
fervour,

For the Pakistan Left, the task must be to force
Bhutto and the movement further apnd further left,
to push the demand for civil rights into a demand
for popular power, to bulid a movement which Bhutto
cannot sell out.

A peasant and worker alllance to begin the permanent
revolution in Pakistan can transform the .whole per-
spective for socfallsm (n Asla, Not least, it will
raise for the first time on a2 massive scale an authentic
alternaiive to the Indian Congress,
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where he can outflank his opposltton rtvals,.

SAY IT WITH
FLOWERS

With a final visit to the Pope, Nixon rounded
out his European tour, Traveling from Brussels
to Rome--by way of London, Bonn and Paris--
the President had stopped at all the important
capitals of Europe.

The Nixon tour was clearly a protocol junket
by the new president, trying to familiarize him-
self directly with the outlooks of the political
representatives of the European bourgeoisie,
Hls decision to embark on such a trip should
have come as no surprise, given the obvlous
fact that certain European leaders are contest-
ing American Imperial prerogatives.

However, even though some saw in the visit
a recognition of the <fact of Europe,” Nlxon

dld not come begging for support, advice or even
ideas. He did not come seeking blessings for
‘his International policies; he hardly needs them.
On the contrary: it was clearly the European

leaders who were begglng for approval of their
programs.

The Europe which Nixon supposedly “honored™
has rarely appeared as divided by quarrels as
It does today. Nixon’s visit represented, for
each country, a chance to demonstrate to pub-
lic opinion at home and abroad that its own
policies had won the blessings of American
Imperialism. This was particularly true in the
case of France. Nixon's stop In Paris was a
signal service for DeGaulle,

Gaullist politics sustained a series of blows
in 1968 which severely undermlned the conlt-
dence of the bourgeosie In the President-General
DeGaulle. First there were the events of May,
which the General was neither able to foresec
nor prevent. Then May was followed by the

financial crisis,

Moreover, the market aslde, the free-lance
politics of DeGaulle have appeared to be iso0-
lating the French bourgeoisie from other im-
perialisms- -particularly, and most importantly,
from American Imperialism, This isolatlon was
beginning to worry a bourgeoisie which has,
while voting for DeGaulle, remained staunchly
“pro-Atlantic.”

Then, old quarrels notwithstanding, enter Ni-
xon--not merely to pay a visit (as he had to
his less troublesome allies Wilson and Kie-
singer) but to Issue a veritable panegyric of
the French president, As the American press
has noted, DeGaulle received more compii-
ments from Nixon than did all the other Eur-
opean heads-of- state comblned.

Nixon lauded DeGaulle’'s “qualities of wisdom
and vislon,” presented him “as an example for
millions of our own citizens and for milllons
of men throughout the world,®* Me spoke of
DeGaulle’s 1ife as an “eplc of courage and
leadership.” He ended the apotheosis by call-
ing him a “gilant amao men.” Rarely has a
used car dealer prai. a lemon with so much
ardor,

At one blow, the French bourgeolsie was re-
assured, The crisis of NATO, the pold draln,
his declarations on the Mlddle East and Viet-
nam--all these became minor Irritations, which
could hardly undermine the Immense prestige
of a DeGaulle on whom Nixon had heaped such
lavish praise (although it should be noted that,
however much it caters to petty bourgeolse
chauvinists, the General's foreign policy appears
no less precarious even gilded over by Nixon.)

To suppose that Nixon did what he did for
nothing Is to give m credit for more nalvete and
altruism than the president of the world's most
powerful imperfalism can be permitted.

Nixon knows what a favor he did for DeGaulle by
dusting off his coat-of-arms In front of his cli-
entele. He had his price. Whut was it exactly?
Only the instde-dopesters know for sure. But it
would be surprising if DeGaulle’s attitudes, es-
pecially toward European affairs, do not undergo
some “sensible” modification tn lhe near future,
Transla‘ed by Loren Goldner {rom Lutts Quvriere
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he worker’s

of art

1 can imagine some of our comrades smiling bitterly at the above
title, and wondering what a Socialist journal can have to do with art;
50 [ begin by saying that [ underscand only too thoroughly héw ‘un-
practical” the subject is while the present system of capital and wages
lasts, Indeed chat is my text.

What, however, is art? whence does it spring? Art is man's em-
bodicd expression of interest In the life of man; it springs from man'’s
pleasure in his life; pleasure we must call it, taking all human life to-
gether, however much it may be broken by the grief and trouble of
individuals; and as it is the cxpression of pleasure in life generally, in
the memory of the deeds of the past, and the hope of.those of the
future, so it is especially the expression of man’s pleasure in the deeds
of the present; in his work.

Yes, that may well scetn strange Lo us at present! Men today may
sec the pleasure of unproductive energy - energy put forth in games
and sports; bot in productive encrgy - in the task which must be
finished before we can cat, the rask which will begin again tomorrow,
and many a tomorrow withont change or end till we arc ended -
pleasure in that?

Yet I repeat that the chief source of art is man's pleasure ia his daily
necessary work, which expresses itself and is embodied in that work
itself; nothing clse can make the common swrroundings of life beauti-
ful, and whenever they are beautiful it is a sign that men’s work has
pleasure in it, bowever they may suffer otherwise. It is the lack of this
pleasurc in daily work which has made our towns and habitations
sordid and hidcous, insults to the beauty of the carth which they dis-
figure, and all the accessorics of life mean, trivial, ugly - in a word,
wnlgar. Terrible as this is to endure in the present, there is hope in it
for the future; for surely it is but just that ontward ugliness and dis-
grace should be the result of the slavery and misery of the people; and
that slavery and misery once changed, it is but reasonable to expect
that external ugliness will give place to beauty, the sign of frec and
happy work.

Meantime, be sure that nothing else will produce even a reasonable
semblance of art; for think of it! the. workers, by means of whose
hands the mass of art must be made, arc forced by the commercial
system 10 live, even at the best, in places 50 squalid and hideous that
no ong could live in them and keep his sanity without losing all sense
of beaury and enjoyment of life. The advance of the industrial army
under its ‘capuains of industry” (save the mark!) is traced, like the ad-
vance of other armiics, in the ruin of the peace and loveliness of earth’s
surface, and nature, who will have us live at any cost, compels us to

get used to our degradation at the of losing our manhood, and

P

producing children doomed to live less like men than ourselves. Men -

living amidst such ugliness cannot conceive of beauty, and, therefore,
cannot cxpress it.

Nor is it only the workers who fel this misery (and I rejoice over
that, at any eate). The higher or more intellecrual ans suffer with the
industrial ones. The artists, the aim of whose lives it is to producc
beaury and intcrest, are deprived of the materials {or the works in real
life, since all around them is ugly and vulgar. They are driven into
secking their materials in the imaginations of past ages, ot into giving
the lic to their own sense of beauty and-knowledge of it by senti-
mentalizing and falsifying the life which goes on around them; and
50, in spitc of all their talent, intellect, and enthusiasm, produce litde
which is not contemptible when matched against the works of the
non-commercial ages. Nor must we forget that whatever is produced
that is worth anything is the work of men who are in rebellion against
the corrupt socicty of today - rebellion sometimes open, sometimes
veiled under cynicism, but by which in any casc lives are wasted in a

by William Morris

struggle, too often vain, against their fcllow-men, which ought
to be used for the excrcise of special gafts for the benefit of the

- world,

High and low, therefore, slavcholders and dlaves, we lack beauty
in our lives, or, in other words, man-like pleasure. This absence of
pleasure is the second gift to the world which the development of
commerdialism has added to its first gift of a propertyless proletariar,
Nothing clse but the grinding of this iron system could have reduced
the civilized world to vulgaricy. The theory that are is sick becanse
people have turned their attention 1o science is without foundation. It
is true that science is allowed to live because profit can be made of her,
and men, who must find somc outlet for their energics, tum to her,
since she exists, though ondy as the slave (but now the rebellious slave)
of capital; whereas when art is fairly in the dutch of profit-grinding
she dies, and lcaves behind her but ber phantom of sham art a5 the
furile slave of the capitalist.

Strange as it may seem, therefore, to some people, it is as rruc as
strange, that Socialism, which has been commonly supposed to tend
to mere Utilitarianismy, is the only bopo of the ares. t may be, indeed,
that il the social revolution is fully accomplished, and perhaps for a
little while afterwards, men’s surroundings may go on getting
plainer, grimmer, and barer; I say for a little while afterwards, be-
cause it may take men some time to shake off the habits of penury on
the one hand, and inane luxury on the other, which have been forced
on them by commercialism. But even in that there is hope; for itis
at least postible that all the old superstitions and conventionalitics of
art have got to be swept away before art can be born again; that be-
fore that new birth we shall have o be left bare of everything that has
been called art; that we shall have nothing left us bl the matenals of
art, that is the human race with 1ts aspirations and passions and its
home, the carth; on which materials we shall have to wise these tools,
leisure, and desire.

Yet, though that may be, it 1s not likely thit we shall quite recog-
nize it; it is probable that it will come o gradually that it will not be
obvious to our cyes. Maybe, wdced, art is sick 1o death cven now, and
nothing but its already half-dcad body is left upon the carth: bit also,
inay we not hope that we shall not have to wait for the new birth of

art till we accain the peace of the realized New Order? Is it not at least
possible, on the other hand, that what will gave the death-blow (o the
vulgarity of life which enwraps us all now will be the great tragedy of
Social Revolutian, and that the worker will then once more begin o
have a share in art, when he begins to sec his aim clear before him - hus
aim of a share of real life for all men - and when his struggle for that
aim has begun? It is not the excitement of batling for a great and
worthy end which is the foc to art, but the dead weight of sordid, un-
rclicved anxiety, the anxiety for the daily caming of a wretched pit-
tance by labour degrading at once to body and mind, both by irs
excess and by its mechanical nature.

In any case, the leisure which Socialisiy above all things aims at
obtaining for the worker is also the very thing that breeds desire -
dsire for beauty, for knowledge, for more abundant life, in short.
Once morc, that leisure and desire are sure to produce art, and without
them nothing but sham art, void of life or reason for existence, can be
produced: therefore not only the worker, but the world in general,
will have no share in art till our present commercial society gives
place to real society ~ to Socialism. 1 know this subject is too serious
and difticult to treac properly in one short article. I will ask our readers,
therefore, to consider this as an introduction to the consideration of
the relations of industrial labour 10 art.

{Article in Commpurecal, April 1855)

| Decorative border from The Tale of King Florus and the Fair Jehane, \
designed by William Morris, 1893. Kelmscott Press.




The Cultural

Revolution

by Nigel Harris

£xcerpted from “/China, Let a Hundred Flowers Bloom,”
International Socialism, Winter 1968-69.

and the Workers '

The Cultural Revolutlon was an attempt Dy i1 8ec-
tlon of the centraj Party leadership to re-establish
central control over the whole country, perhaps as a
prelude to acrelerating the rate of overall economic
growth,

To do thlg, It had to destroy oppositlon at every
leve! f the Party, It secured a monopoly of all offlclal
propaganda agencies, but it did not secure victory,
On the other hand, the oppositlon remained (so far as
one can tell) fragmented.

The natlonal crists which origlnally precipitated
the Cultural itev . lution remalis as before, China's
rate of economic growth 1s too slow to give any assur-
ance that it will ever catch upwlththe advanced powers,
thut ft wil) ever be able to institute a tempo of growth
which will submerge domestic cleavages and integrate
the country,

What was lacking to institute Mao's order was an
agency for soclal change sulficiently powerful and dif-
fused throughout the country, sufficiently separate from
the old Party, to execute his will. The central leader-
ship was forced to rely on the army, and then, to re-
habilitate the Party, lest disorder sweep away both
sldes In the conflict. Yet this retreat has settled none
of the tmportant issues, and indeed, it has exacerbated
the solution of those fssues.

Outside of the Party, the youth and some sestions
of workers have been Invnlved In action, have seen the
local ruling class completely discredited, have read
reams of dirl on all the bureaucrats, and have perhaps
glimpsed freedom. ‘They cannot all be bought off with
places on Revnluttonary Commlittees, for there are too
many of them. Subterranean communications survive,
and pockets of resistance will continue, probably through
to the next explosion

For Mao will once more be forced to take up the
same Issues again {f Peking’s power is to survive,
Next time he trles, he may find an authentic revolt
on his hands,

Thus, as China returns to sllence once more, a
legacy remains. On the one hand, stalemate within
the fragmented ruling class; on the other, a legacy
of simmertng hostillty among the other urban classes,

AN URBAN PHENOMENON

Since the Cultura] Revolutton was primarily an
urban phenomenon, the industrial working class inevitably
played an Important role, In the older citles, there is
now a gettled core of urban industrial workers with a
relatively long history, It 18 a group which Is highly
privileged relatlve to newcomers to the city, and even
more so relative to the peasants,

‘The core 0! the urban industrial working class still
includes men with polltical experience which long predates
Communist rule, and posslbly, for a few, stretches back
as far as the great general strike of 1927, Such experience
was at 2 premium during the turmoil of the cultural Revo-
Jutlon, perhaps suggesting what the Purty leadership
attacks as ‘ultra-Leftism’,

‘Theoretlcally, the settled core of industrial workers
1s protected by movement controls from massive dilution
with new rural immigrants, butinpractice, urbanworking
conditions are 50 much better than rural that there is
constant pressure from peasants trytng to get into the
city. The murnliclpal authorities, through check-points
at rallway and buc stations, and on Incoming highways,
or by use of the ration card, try to prevent illegal entry
and expel {llegal immigrants,

Any breakdown in the administrative structure
permits both new Immigrants to enter the city, and those
previously exlled to distant provinces (where labour is
scarce) to return. Officially, enterprisesare permitted to
raeruit 1abour only through local labour departments, and,
where rural labor is concerned, only with the agreement
of the c¢fty and rural Commune authorities. When the
economy is slack, the pressure to recruitlabour is weak,
and the problem of the authorities {show to expel the un-
employed from the city,

MIGRATION AND UNEMPLOYMENT

But every Increase in the tempo of industrial ac-
tivity tends to threaten the control system--enterprises
have a strong incentlve to evade the regulations in
order to employ cheap rural labour, Over a lomg
period, migration raises the ruban population well
beyond the employment capacity available when the
economy 18 slack.

For le, after the disasters of 1960-61, the
Government officlally sought to cut the urban popula-
tion from 130 million to 110 million up to 1963, and ban-
ned the recrultment of rural labour, The effects of
thess proposals were probably mot dramatic, since It
is beyond the capacity of the urbanadministration to
check everyons (despite the organization of 'Street
C { , District C and so on, designed
to check the urban population).

In any case, the steady expanslon of the economy
since 1963 has probably prompted enterprises to recruit
rural labour once more. If the urban labour force were
not diluted in this way, the labour scarcity would
become such that there would be a substantial pressure
to raise wages.

1f individual enterprises have an incentlve to evade
the controls on recruitment, the Government itself is
also seeking to squeeze industrial costs. It has proposed
the ‘worker-peasant’ system to span the credibility gap.

This system is supposed to overcome the distinction
between town and country, but In fact (t is the revival
of a rather nasty capitalist tactic to employ cheap labour
on temporary contracts from :ural Communes, while
sending expensive pcrmanent urban workers out to the
Communes.

Rural labour i{s not a charge on the city, receives
few fringe benefits (housing, medical services, old
age pensions), and urban labour is pald by the rural
Commune (If the worker {s old, the city avolds the
cost of his pension while he is retired and therefore
unproductive). However, rural libour {s suitable only
for a llmited range of jobs, particularly seasonal and
unskilled work (such as loading and unloading on the
raflways, In ports, mines and lumber plants).

STRIKE WAVE

The clash between temporary and permanent workers
and thelr mutual attack on the Party officials that
sustain the systemn ls one thread in the Cultural Re-
volution as It affected the citles and key {ndustries,
particularly the rallways.

At the end of 1966, there were reports of large-
scale firings among temporary and contract workers
in Shanghal.  Retrospectively, we might guess this oc-
curred because the Shanghal Party officlals feared a
purge and sought to appease the grievances of permanent
workers and damage production in order to discredit
the Cultural Revolution,

Peking ordered the reinstatement of such workers,
and this, In conjunction with massive Immigration of
Red Guards in Shanghati, precipitated a wave of In-
dustrial disputes, including strikes, demands for increas-

~ed pay and lower hours.

2
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Just before Christmas, a harbour strike had begun,
and the rallways subsequently went on strike: together,
this could have provided the beginning of a general

-strike. Scme Party officials are sald to have raided the

banks to pay increased wages and year-end bonuses as
a means of safeguarding their own position against
a purge threat. —

In the middle of this, some eleven Revolutionary
ilebel (supposedly ‘worker') organisations combined
in the Shanghal Revolutionary Rebel Headgquarters to
seize the city administration, In retrospect, it seems
this coup was executed not so much by workers as by
the faction that hoped to replace the existing Party
administration (and probably included a good many
ambitious cadres or Party funciionaries) but was frigh-
tened by the appearance of a complete collapse in order,

For the city was not only flooded with thousands of
red Guards, but also youth returned from exile In the
provinces or rural areas, and peasant immigrants, Strikes
threatened to paralyse the entire city, different factions
were fighting openly for supremacy, and thousands of
workers took the pretext of the Cultural Revolution to
down tools and take free trains to visit Peking and
complain of their conditions.

DECEMBER REVOLT

The revolt in Decemter and January, according to
Wen Hul Pao (Jan, 2lst, 1967), ‘swept over the whole
city and quickly spread to the rural areas with temporary
crushing success’. In the ‘middle, ‘hundreds of thousands’
of temporary and contract workers demonstrated against
the system of thelr employment, impased, according to
instant official explanations, by the evil capitalist roain -s.
Chiang CI'ing (Mao’s v:ife) offered the sime explanation
when she mat a delegation of contract workers on Decem-
ber 26th, Yet the new Revolutlonary Municlpal Com-
mittee made no move to rectify the anomaly, anda
bold statement of the All China Federation of Trade Unlons
in mid-January went so far,s to say existing policy
on contract employment was to remain as it was.

Temporary workers did not give up. Despite a ban
on the fndep:ndent organisation oftemporaryworkers
they continued to organize and agitate. Red Guard
sources even said that one organization of temporary
workers launched an attack onthe Shanghai Revolutionary

' =

Municipal Committee saying that conditions for workers
were no better than in Kuomintang days.

The unemployed held a rally on February 20th,
demanding that they be permitted to keep thelr jobs
in order to help the Culiural Revolutlon, The Munieipal
Committee, now firmly in the saddle and protected by
the Peoples Liberatton Army (PLA), sternly rejected
their demand and ordered them to leave their jobs;
it reproved them for ‘egotistical ideas’ and‘economism’.

The Revolutionary Rebels were cleariy not in the
main ordinary workers, and, {ndeed, there was much
friction between workers and Rebels. Wen Hui Pao
May 3rd, 1967) urged workers and Rebels not to ‘regard
all workers as conservatives and to fight “civil wars”
against them, We must be aware', {t went on, 'that,
except for a few dlehards, most of the workers misled
by conservative groups are our class brothers’.

INDEPENDENT TRADE UNIONS

in June, press and radio continued to attack ‘econo-
mism’ and also what appeared to be the formation
of embryonic independent trade unions, officfally stig-
matised as workers' *guild organizations.’

These ‘guild organisations’ had earller featured In a
People’s Dally artlcle where it was sald that they
were extending to cover busmen, cooks, and technical
school students, and were deslgped to ‘formulate eco-
nomic demands and raise the egotistical interests of
particular groups.’” The People’s Datly would not have
attacked such organisations If they had been solely
restricted to the Shanghal area.

In July, the Shanghal Municipal Commlttee again de-
nounced a second wave of demands for higher wages
and improved welfare facilitles. It accused some of a
conspiracy--‘they even put pressure on the new revo-
lutionary order by threatening to slow down work or
refuse work assignments.” _

Agaip, in December, the Shanghat Liberation Dally
condemned ‘some persons who are once agaln demand-
ing greater benefits and higher wages’ and others who
were trying to organise temporary workers,

Early in the New Year, Wen Hui Pao attacked ‘civil
wars' among ‘proletarian revolutionaries’ In Klangsu,
Cheklang, and Anwhel provinces, These battles, it said,
had started {n January, 1967, and in some cases had
not yet ceased.

In particular, 1t mentioned a plot to seize the rail-
ways--‘These few people (the plotters) were so mad
as to make out a plan for {irst controlling the towns
and villages along the Shanghai-Nanking railway lines,
‘occupylng sobth Klangsu, and advancing to control Shang-
hat and Chekiang,’ Forces, it said, were assembling
in south Kiangsu, and Included former Party cadres.

SABOTAGE AND THE RAILWAYS

The rallways were a particularly sensitive area
througbout 1967 and 1968, a sector most easily sabo-
taged since there are very lew llnes and what there
are, are cruclal for the economy. In additiog, the rall-
ways must have been very overburdened with traffic,
since the Red Guards and Revolutionary Rébels had
been using them free since mid-1966.

The authorities persistently warned railwaymento stay
at work, to prevent sabotage and resist all atempts
to stop tratns running. In August, 1967, troubles were
reported from Canton, and in the following January
a conference of raflway workers was called in Peking
in discuss the problems of keeping the lines open,

In the (Qllowmg months, stoppages, disputes and fight-
ing were'reported on the route to Lanchow fn the
north-west, in Kwantung in the south, and, in partic-
ular, in Kwangs! on the route to North Vietnam.

On August 9th, Red Guard sources mentioned an in-
struction issued to rallwaymen to end all violence alang
the Kwangsli route, to dismantle all factional strongholds
along the Kwangsi line, return materials stolen from
the shipments to Hanof, and return arms lifted from the
PLA (the order was supposed to be dated July 3rd, and
to repeat orders issued by the Kwangsi provincjal au-
thorities on June 13th),

Again, another conference of railwaymen met in Pe-
king in mid-May and Chou En-lai Is said to have pin-
pointed the place of maximum difficulty on the rajlways
as Liuchow, a point on the line from Nanning in Kwangsi
to Hanof. On August l1th, the R¢king radio celebrated the
victory of its supporters over the faction that had seized
the Liuchow line.

Some of the major oll, coal and steel centres were
also said to have been affected by spasms of revolt,
It has been estimated that two-thirds of the mining la-
bour force is ‘worker-peasant’ In 1967, clashes af-
fected the majn steel centre, Anshan, also the indus-
trial clty of Wuhan, as well as Paotow, Shanghal and
Chungking.

The leading role of the ‘working class’” was embodied
in factory reorganization to set up ‘collective contro)
of production. Again, this was a‘revolutionfrom above’,
designed almost certainly to inhibit authentic revolt
rather than enshrine It, and to prevent wage pressures,
It was sald collective responsibility had replaced indi-
vidual responsibility, wages had been made more ega-
litarian, and the clerical staff heavily pruned.

The overall evidence is fragmentary in the extreme,
but it does suggest that some workers have been stirred
into activity by the Cultural Revolution. The sediment
will not settle in the coming years
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by Charles
Leinenweber

Once a prominent sociologist asked some 'people ‘in Detroit how much
television they watched. “A lot”, they said.

41f the day were 30 hours long instead of
24, would you watch even more television” =Strongly
agree,” they satd, and then turned back to the tube,
The socfologist returned to his swdy {n Ann Arbor,
and wrote an article about how these people were
lonely.

Maybe he was right. 1 once had a frlend who drank
a lot and watched TV all the time He even watched
daytime shows, which Is a bad sign. His favorite
show was Queen for a Day, where whoever told the
hardest luck tale hecame Queen, My friend wept each
time the Queen was chosen, He was a lonely man.

Undoubtedly, a lot can be sald about television (ltke
religion) as medicine for the atienated. But whatever
the reasons for people watching so much televiston,
a lot can be sald, too, about {ts content--especially
its political content.

Unfortunately, few radicals watch enough to develop
any sense of what it's all about, In fact, most radtcals
act as If TV doesn't even exlst, except perhaps for
the news. 1 watch a lot of television, and so [ will
tell you about ft.

NEUTRAL SHOWS

Excluding feature-length movies (which are difftcult
to categorize because they vary widely), there are
a Mtitle over 60 regular, prime-time shows per week.
Approximately 60 per cent of these are of neutral
political content--which is another way-of saylng they
have none.

This category includes all situation comedy shows,
with the exception of Holgan’s Heroes (set in a hil-
arious Nazi POW camp), and Get Smart (whose star
riotously disposes _of flve or six enemy agents per
eplsode), Several other shows — such as Gomer Fyle,
USMC, and The Beverly Hillblilies (usually directed
agatnst youthful non-conformists) — fit only uneasily
within this category. Most siluation comedies, however,
are like the Flylng Nun, Dorts Day and Family Af-
fair. They may be old-fashloned and occasionally ob-
jectionable, but politically for the most part are in-
nocuous,

The bulk of =live” vartety shows also fit within
thts Neutral category. These include such shows as
Jackle Gleason, Carol Burnette and Red Skelton, 1
would also include the celebrated Laugh-In in this
category, because s political content s pretty much
limited to DeGaulle jokes. .

Finalty, there are a small number of neutral shows--
such as Peyton Place, Suspense Theatre and Lass