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An Independent Slate in ‘68

From the time we were children, and
bhefore'that, we have had it beaten into our
heads that it is impossible for us to
change ‘‘what is.”’

Newspapers, radio commentators,
major party politicians, poverty offic-
ials persevere in repeating the old
saw that ‘‘you can’t fight City Hall,”
that if you want to change things you
and
rely on ‘‘people in the know,’’ the people
already in power., We have found, how-
ever, that while it is hard to fight

- City Hall, it can be done., The pres-

cntanci

ence of thousands of activists in Chi-
cago this week is, if nothing else, notice

~thar we need not endure what we are

told we must always endure: wars like
the Vietnamese war, police despotism

in our neighborhoods, rampant racism

and poverty, Our presence in Chicago
is underlined by the activity of growing
movements all across the nation which
have harnessed the energies of many
more thousands in fighting against the
crackpot ‘‘realities” of our society.

Why We Are Here

We came to Chicago to decide what
course of action offers the most hope for
extending our movement to the millions

of Americans whose allegiance must be

won if we are to make the most of the
beginning we have made, if we are to build
towards afuturein which the New Politics
will be the majority politics, and hence,
a ruling politics in America. Only by

‘whayzn &

attending that end can we accomplish
the things for which we strive, The
destruction of innocent Asian peasants
and American soldiers (and the threat
of nuclear holocaust which goes with it)
will not be ended by the power structure
which started it, Nor will racism and
poverty be overthrown by real estate
interests (or their politician friends) who
benefit from segregated slums, The only
hope for peace abroad and justice at
home is the ability of the ordinary people
-— people who do not benefit from war
and racism -- to run their own lives,
But to run their own lives they need the
political power to run American society

-— to wrest the great American machine
from the uses of destruction and turn it
to. the purpose of improving all of our

lives,

The New Politics says thatthis is pos-
sible, despite all the bad advice from
those who are now on top., Our presence
here says this is possible, Our problem
is: how to build a movement which will
multiply the numbers we have now in Chi-
cago into a force which can rally enough
support in America to turn that pos-
sibility into a reality -— to transform
oppression into the power of the oppres-
sed.

We are today a long way from that
final victory. Even an independent Presi-
dential campaign in 1968, so very im-
portant as a means of winning new sec-
tions of the American people to our ban-
ner, will not itself accomplish that final
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spring? Remember

Can You Help? '

with the $700 it COStS us to bring
this supplement and other lite
erature to the New Politics con=
vention? Send checks payable to
INDEPENDENT SOCIALIST to
P.O. Box 910, Berkeley, Calif,

victory., But the building blocks of to-
morrow’s victories are the decisions
we make today. It is this which makes
our deliberations so important, ,

- Marches Are Not Enouéh

Remember the peace marches last
’ the hundreds of
thousands who poured into the streets
of New York and lined Kezar Stadium
in San Francisco to protest the war?
As this is being written, only several
months later, American planes are
bombing the center of Hanoi. Those

marches last spring were the-largest

anti - war demonstrations held during
war-time in our nation’s history, John-
son answered those marches by escalat-

ing the war,

Remember the long years of sit-ins
and demonstrations, followed by the be-
ginning of massive resistance by blacks
in the ghetto -— just weeks ago? John-
son’s answer to these uprisings was
. » . call in the Army! (What was good
for the Vietnamese was good enough
for the black ghetto,)

Marches, demonstrations and armed
resistance are not enough,

They are not enough because they are
not part of a movement which challenges
the Establishment politically, a move-
ment which can actually threaten the
power of those who now rule, The ab-

sence of such a movement -- opposed

to both Democrats and Republicans --
is one reason Johnson can answer us
with escalation instead of real conces-
sions.

We do not have such a movement be-
cause we have thus far failed to do in
politics what we do in the community,
When we want something in the com-
munity we organize to get it, We do
not depend upon the people in power
to get them for us. The old politics says:
if you want an improvement in your liv-
ing conditions, depend on the good will of
the landlords and the city officials, The
New Politics, having learned better from
bitter experience, spurns that advice, It
organizes marches of the tenants, dem-
onstrations by the anti-war movement,
sit-ins by the welfare clients,

We do this, with one glaring excep-

tion, When election time comes, mil-
continued on page 2 ‘
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lions of Negroes and anti-war
Americans vote for the Democrats,
With this act they give away with
their right hand what they have
won with their left in demonstra-

tions and marches. In relying on-

the Democrats, Negroes, trade
unionists, poor people and Stu=-
dents block off the real approach-
es to political power. To under-
stand why this is so, will bring us
far along the road to understand-
ing why independent political ac-
tion is a necessity if the New Poli-
tics movement is to continue.to
move forward.

Our Weapon
« .. And Theirs

The masses of people who have
an interest in changing their posi-
tion in this society have one great
weapon at their disposal: the power
to mobilize their great numbersin
open political struggle, This isthe
weapon that trade unionists, Ne-
groes and peace activists employ
on strikeg and demonstrations. IT
IS THE WEAPON WITHOUT
WHICH THERE WOULD BE NO
NEW POLITICS MOVEMENT TO-
DAY. It is in marked contrast,
however, to the weapons of the
vested interests. The banks, real
estate groups and big business
fight their battles with wealth,
The wealth asserts itself in many
ways: the use of patronage, land-
holdings and the status acquired
through exercise of economic pow-
er — a respect for which has been
drilled into much of the American
population, including many of the
economically underprivileged.

The Democratic Party is apoli-
tical agent of these established
interests. It is a party in which
power-is exercised through the use
of wealth and by he activity of
patronage leaders and machines
to whom politics itself is a busi-
ness, It is amenable to the control
of the power structure but not ac-
cessible to those who struggle by
other means, It is amenable to the
control of those who stand for the
war in Vietnam and the status quo
in the ghetto, but not to the op-
ponents of those evils.

“LIBERAL’ DEMOCRATS

These facts explain why, despite
the great numerical force of mil-
lions who are oppressed, their
voice is scarcely heard, except
as statistics in the Gallup Poll or
as victims of police brutality. A
vote for the Democrats is a vote
for their own oppression. Unfor
tunately, this applies even when the
Democruar is a “‘liberal’’ Demo-
crat. Because the liberal Demo-
crats - even the best of them -
do far more to make the Democra-
tic Party seem like the ‘“‘party
of the people’” than they do 1o
actually make it into one, Bebby
Kennedy criticizes the war but
promises, at the same time, to
support the war-making President
for re-election. John Burton, a
very ‘‘leftwing’’ California Dem-
ocratic Assemblyman, criticizes
the war and the slums but refused
at this crucial time to sign a
petition for an independent anti-
war Presidential candidate (while
at the same time he pledged to
combat crime by training more
policel). There are rare Demo-
cratic Party mavericks, of course,
but these are exceptions which
prove the rule.

For many vyears, sincere re-
form groups from New York to
California, numerically strongre-
form groups, including large num-

b

bers of wade unionists, have tried
it, They have even won primary
victories. But the Democratic
Party remains the same and the
reformers become, over the long
run, captives of and apologists for
the system they set out to fight,
They started out with good inten-
tions. They did not intend to rein-
force the trend towards war and
social injustice but they wound up
doing so. ‘

The clever plan of getting the
Democratic Party to ‘‘work for
us’”’ rather than for the power
structure has only one thing wrong
with it: it hasn’t worked, and won’t
work, It has been tried out sixteen
ways to Sunday, by experts and
amateurs, professionals and en-
thusiasts, and it simply doesn’t
work. There is a very practical
reason why it doesn’t work, What-
ever noises the liberals may make
in the party, as long as the men
who run the party machine knows
that the left has nobody to vote for
but Democrats, they know that they
have the left in their hip pocket.
it is then only the elements to the
right that they really have to woo,
They don’t have to make real
concessions (the kind that hurt) to
people who are going to have to
vote for them anyway, They face
right, and the whole center of
gravity of American politics
moves right. That’s one reason why
the right calls the tune. KEY TO
THIS PATTERN IS THE FACT
THAT THE LEFT REPRESENTS
NO POSSIBLE THREAT TO THE
ESTABLISHMENT AS LONG ASIT
HAS NO INDEPENDENT ALTER-
NATIVE OF ITS OWN,

AT THEIR MERCY

Without a national movement
which declares its independence
of and opposition to the major par-
ties, therefore, we leave ourselves
at the mercy of our enemies., We
depend upon the party of the power
structure to reform itself, We
would never think of following the
advice of those who advise ustobe
submissive in our own communi-
ties, to try to ‘‘persuade’’ slum-
lords to alleviate their slums. We
would never think of joining a real
estate association as a means of
cleaning out the rats and the cops.
No. We form our own movements,
The: “*persuasion’’ we use in the
force of our organized numbers,
The Democratic Party is the party
of war-makers and slumlords, vet
to it there is as vet no organized
opposition. That is why Johnson
nationally, and th e Democratic
Party locally, can answer our re-
sistance with escalation, We have
no weapon to threaten them, no
weapon to fight them, no political
movement with which to replace
them.,

Democrats
... And Rightists

One of the ways in which Dem-
acratic Party politicians work to
keep us from getting that weapon
is to point to the danger of the
right wing in American politics.
Only by *‘sticking to the Demo-
crats they argue, can we Save
ourselves from Reagan and his
cohorts. In this sentiment, many
sincere lberals concur. If, in
fact, sticking to the Democrats
were the way to fight the righr,
then the New Politics movement
would be in a serious dilemma.
But why, if this is the case,
has the growth of the right oc-

curred under Democratic Party

ISCA Conference

The annual conference of the Independent Socialist Clubs of America
will be held Sept. 15-17 in N,Y.C, The conference will present dis-
cussions from a socialist point of view on such issues as Black
Power, Foreign Policy, Independent FPolitical Action and current
struggles in the Labor Movement. You are invited to attend. For

information write P.0O, Box

481,

Cooper Station, N.Y. 10003,

administrations, both nationally
and in states like California? Why
is it that increasingly Demo-
crats adopt Goldwaterite pro -
grams, as Johnson did in Viet-
nam? How do the Democrats who
want us to get behind them to
‘‘fight the right’’ explain why the
fact that, increasingly, Democra-
tic politicians create the kind of
reactionary public sentiment in
which rightist extremism flour-
ishes? Is it not a fact that john-
son’s own hawk-like policies make
respectable the arguments of Re~
publicans who want to go even
farther? (In 1966, Ronald Reagan
rode into office on the wave of
right wing feeling which was cre-
ated in Large part by Governor
Brown’'s unremitting attacks upon
anti=war liberals and his use of
police on the Berkeley campus.}

STANDING TOGETHER

Why does this Democratic lib-
eral accommodation to rightistex-
tremism happen? Are not the Dem-
ocratic liberals the very same
politicians who are most distraught:
at election time about the insidious
right wing? (Remember how terri-
fied LBJ was about Barry Gold-
water in 1964) The answer lies
in looking not only at the differ-
ences between Democratic Party
liberalism and the right wing but
at the things they have in com-
mon. Only a very foolish person
would agree to the silly :notion
that there are no differences be-
tween the two. But only a very
reckless one would ignore the
fact, so clearly exhibited in Viet-
nam and in the recent ghetto up-
risings, that when the American
power structure as a whole is
threatened, Democratic Party lib-
erals and right wing reaction -
aries stand together, Even the lib-
eral Senators in the Democratic
Party who are now sharply crit-
ical of Johnson's war policies
say unanimously rthat they will
“‘stand behind the President’” if
the U.,S, declares war against North
Vietnam,

Democratic Party liberals sin-
cerely feel sympathy with the
underdog; they are not bound by
the ourlandish ideological oddities
which prejudice Barry Goldwater
against concern for the under -
privileged, Nor are they bound
by a narrow pre-occupation with
the commercial success of Ameri-
can corporations. But they are
bound by ideology and by their
party to the needs of the American
power structure as a whole (and
in rhat power structure, corpora-
tions play a decisive role.) That
comes first, and the needs of the
oppressed second.

When those two needs conflict,
Democratic liberalism tends
either to adopt right wing solu-
tions to the crisis which causes
the conflict, or to propose un-
tenable compromises which are
away by a dynamic right wing
program. An example of the first,
the adoprion of rightist solutions,
is LBJ's Goldwaterite policies in
Vietnam, An example of the sec-
ond is the ‘‘loyal opposition’” role
of Kennedy and Fulbright on the
Vietnam War. As public frustra-
tion over the war grows, the *‘solu-
tion’" of vague negotiations and
“‘critical support”’ of Johnson
seems less and less like a real
alternative. The alternative be-
come, more and more, either sup-
port to the war effort or real
opposition to it. Senator Fulbright
implicitly acknowledged this pol-
arization when he announced his
refusal to vote to rescind the
Tonkin Resolution which Presi-
dent johnson uses as the rational
for his Vietnamese policies, The
public recognizes this polariza-
tion by the increasing extent to
which it favors — as revealed by
the polls, the alternatives of get-

ting out of Vietnam on the one
hand, or intensifying the conflict
on the other,

KISS OF DEATH

The Democratic Party is the
kiss of death for those who wish
to check the ominous growth of the
right in this country, for those who
are concerned about the rise of
rightist demagogues like Reagan,
for those who fear the unleashing
of racist virulence and war terror.
The real choice before America
are more and more between de-
fense of this society andthe strug-
gles by oppressed people to remedy
their discontent. The first means
greater and greater repression.
The second implies a basic change
in the power structure of this so-
ciety, That broader choice be-
comes concretes Black Tepression
or black liberation; Americancon-
trol over Vietnam or an end to
imperialistic foreign policy; sus-
tained poverty for the benefit of
the corporative economy or popu-
lar control over American tech-
nology.

Public recognition lags behind
reality, but shows signs of catch-
ing up. As frustration grows over
the inability of our society to deal
peaceably and justly with its prob-
lems, public sentiment gets more
impatient in demanding clearcut
and viable answers, as in the
opinion polls about the war,

LEFT ALTERNATIVES

If the public is not offered a
clearcut left wing alternative it
will accept what the right wing
offers it, Left wing alternatives
cannot come from a Democratic
Party which as a defender of the
power structure either capitulates
to the right or offers the ‘‘moder-
ate’’ solutions which create public
frustration in the first place. Left
wing alternatives can come only
from a movement of the masses
of people who do not have a vested
interest in maintaining the status
quo and therefore are free to fight
it, and by fighting it, start to
reverse the swing to the right,
If we depend upon the Democrats
and fail to organize our own
political opposition, the right wing
will be confronted by no alter-
native. Right wing solutions will
create the context for public de-
bate, as in 1964. The right wing
will win by default, as it did in
1964.

More Than Programs

All this points to one thing: An
independent Presidentialcampaign
in 1968, If we are ever to win
acceptance for our programs, we
must present more than the pro-
grams themselves, We must
demonstrate that there is a politi-
cal force in America which is dead
serious about implementing those
programs,

The was in Vietnam shows the
difficulties which arise when our
program is not channeled into a
challenge for political power, The
American power structure uses the
existence of Communism as an
excuse for its own reactionary
aggressions.

DEMOCRATIC FOREIGN POLICY

How can the New Politics move-
ment respond to this problem? In
t.heir own hard experience in fight-
ing against the American power
Structure many New Politics
fictivists have learned the vital
tmportance of democracy and civil
liberties - not merely as abstract
formula - but as irreplaceable
weapons in the fight for economic
and social justice, These activists
f{]er?fore, do not respond to the,

anti-Communist’’ rationale of the
lS‘tate Department by supporting
the enemy of our enemy”’, Com-

munism. To do that would be to
go from the frying pan to the fire.

Instead, these activists propose -
a third alternative: that America
adopt a foreign policy of seli-
determination for all and massive
technological aid to the revolutions
against Western domination. A
democratic foreign policy of op-
position to the capitalist status
quo is the best possible answer to
the threat to democracy posed by
authoritarian elites,

WHO WILL DO IT?

Because of the great discontent
caused by the Vietnamese war
in the American population, such’
a program should receive great
support. To a large degree, the
activities of the anti-war move-
ment and militant blacks have-
created a receptivity to this kind

of alternative to a rightist foreign
policy. But today there is a great
barrier to the widespread accept-
ance of that alternative among the
American people, That barrier is
the absence of a political force
which can put a democratic foreign
policy into effect. That policy
cannot be implemented by the
American power structure, It can

become a reality only by the mobil=

ization of the masses of Americans
who have no stake in the status
quo or the subjugation of foreign :
nations,

Until such a force emerges as a
contender for political power, a
democratic foreign policy will be
viewed as an idealistic pipedream
in the minds of the American

people. And until Americans bhe- '

gin to view left-wing programs
as real alternatives, and not pipe-
dreams, aggressive rightist im=
imperialism - in Vietnam and
after - will appear as the only
definite solution to the threats
and insecurities of the modern
world,

Away From isolation

The need for a campaign in 1968
is overwhelming, Along with the
need to make our programs real
to the American people is the
problem of winning a commitment
to the New Politics from millions
of people who are now uninvolved.
We meet in Chicago with a feeling
of optimism about the prospects:
of our movement. But we are well:
aware of the fact that it is still
relatively isolated and must reach
beyond its current base in the
Negro and white middle class com~
munities. As Negro militance re--
minds us it is merely suicide fo
make alliances with groups com:
mitted to the status gquo. But a5
the appeal of Negro leaders (in-:
viting Negroes around the nation
to come to Chicago this week).
pointed out, *‘political alliances,
without compromising one’s pol
ical or. organizational integrity
are crucial at this point.””

Where can we find s'uch"él
liances? For many yedrs radical
and liberals have looked: fo
leadership to the trade unions, Wlth
little to show for it. Most officid.
leaders of labor support the,]A»d"
ministration’s foreign polcy
Leaders and workers. both have
been unfriendly to militant Ne

continued on page 3"
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_ DEFEND THE

The ghetto uprisings which have
turned cities throughout America
{nto blazing battlefields are a nat-
ural, long-expected and entirely
ustified couterattack against the
police and slum merchants who
daily oppress the ghetto, Despite

glander and condemnation by the

anrire spectrum of politicians and

~the shameful capitulation of the
_liberal Black leaders, it is clear
~that the revolts do not represent
~a “**minerity hoodium element’,
" _There is much more involved than
- *Sjawbreaking'’, and no mere hand-"
-ful of people could maintain a re-
~gistance against thousands of po-

tice, national guardsmen and Viet-

 nam-trained army paratroopers

uging tanks and machine guns. It

- {g ture that only a sizeable minor-~
> ity is actually Involved in the

sniping, burning and looting, More
important, however, this minority
has the support of the bulk of

- ghetto residents, who sanction and

‘shield its more active members

~from the police,

ENFORCERS

There have been few attacks on
ordinary whites, The press has
reported white snipers as well as
Blacks, and there has been agreat

targets of the revolts have been
the white~owned stores which de-
pend on a poverty-created credit
system allowing overcharging for
poor quality goods, and the hated
police. It is not just that the police
are physically brutal or that they
perpetrate indignities daily on the
Black community. Over and ahove

these, the police are the enforcers -

of the status quo in a community
which finds the status quo oppres-
sive. Maintaining " Law andOrder™
in the ghetto means upholding the
exploitative relationships that
exist, The violence directed
against people is caused by the
police, who enter the ghetto to
protect private property and are
willing to kill in order to protect
that property. That is why most of
those who have died in the revolts
have been Black people suspected
of looting. It is the police, not the
rebels, who lack the proper re-
spect for human life,

-The pattern is quite clear, We
are witnessing not some irrational
striking-out by a handful of *‘mad-
dogs’’, or the ghetto equivalent of
a college foothall riot, or alooting
spree by a mob crazed by the
thought of free goods. Here is a
spontaneous uprising of a people
who are demanding changes in

T
i\
_—

e,
—

A

society and are consciously attack-
ing their immediate oppressors.
‘The rebels pass over Black-owned
stores while systematically loot-

whites,

Our politicians and liberal lead-
ers piously declare thatonly small
numbers of Negroes are involved.
In practice, however, the politi-

only i they express the

feadership and advanes o preg

deal of integrated looting. The main

ing and burning those owned by

An Independent Presidential Campaign in ‘68: The Next Step - -

o continued from page 2
demands. But today, for the first

-time inmany years, militant voices

resound in union halls, voices of

__'f " rank and file caucuses in unions
. Hke the United Automobile

Workers, These caucuses pro-

“‘test the fact that the union leader-

y-18 selling the workers short
under the pressure of the Demo-

 eratic Party Administration.

(which demands that workers make

Concurrent with theserank andfile
protests on war-related economic
igsues s a beginning of actual
anti-war opinion, reflected by the

“formation of a national trade union

movement against the Vietnam war
organized as an autonomous
division of SANE,

 THE WORKERS, SELF-INTEREST
D oe# AND us

“The job of the New Politics
movement is not to repeat dog-

matic slogang whout either how
Cbad the working class is or how

wenderful it 5, Our job is rather
te ask:; what can we de in prac-
tlee o stoke the coals of revolt
in the unions and win workers
to the fight for peace andequality?
Real alliunces can he successt

Interest of the participants, Fvery
day we gee more clearly that the
interests of American workers
gannot be reconciled with a society
doeminated by 2 corporative
aconomy snd forced, because of its

“forelgn aggressions, to exact

gacriflce by assembly-line
workers and 1o pestpens radical

‘solutions for nnemployment, Tothe

extent that Amerivan workers are
subject o establishment racism

~and militaristic inclinations, they

are acting against their own in-
terests as workers, Racist notions

‘amony workers coineide with the

faflure of labor to defend tself
against he corporative soclety,

AN INDEDPERDENT
CALTERNATIVE FOR LAROR

The awakenipg to self-interest
in the unton rank and file creates
the potential for o foree in the
undans which will oppose the Jabor
ram
whieh iz militant on the ISBues
of war and the Negto strugole as
wel,  That potontial will mol

‘gacrifices for the war in Vietnam),.

materialize immediately - it must
develop out of the workers’ own
experiences (just as the New
Politics movement itself did not
spring up overnight).

But the single most important.

thing that we can do to hurry
that evolution is to confront the
American establishment with a
clear alternative in 1968, an al-
ternative which declares that the
American establishment is an

enemy of American workers as-

well as Negroes and poor people,
For the anti-leadership caucuses

"in the trade unions, which have

not yet formulated a program of
political independence to aid their
struggle againstcorporative
pressure, anindependent campaign
would provide a much neededfocus.
For the New Politics movement,
that campaign would be the open-
ing wedge in a longer campaign
to break out of isolation and
recnlist the great force of the
American working class in the
fight for social change,

MARTIN LUTHER KING?

The main decision that this con-
ference must make is to launch
an independent presidential cam-
paign in ‘68, This decision by
itself is far more important than
the names of the candidates. Yet
the candidates can make a big
difference in the effectiveness of
the campaign, especially given the
propensity of the American people
to vote for men rather than issues
or to blur the two. The independent
glate that has been most often
suggested is a ticker of Martin
Luther King and Benjamin Spock,
reflecting the civil rights struggles
and the peace movement, As will
te clear to readers of the other
article in this paper (see page 3),
we ourselves would prefer that cir-
cumstances make possible a Negro
candidate reflecting the militant
spirit of the Black struggle and
the aspirations of the Black
ghettos, From this standpoint,
King's drawback is the stand he
ook approving the use of troops
1o put downthe ghetto uprisings and
his not-yot-quite~clear divorce-
ment from liberal Establishment
circles, As this is written in ad-
vance of the conference, we await
with great interest the news and
reactions of the Black delegates
to the conference on this question,

without which no one canreally feel
in a position to decide. But we can
say now, without any doubt, that
if the New Politics movement calls
on King to head a ticket, and if
King does indeed make the fight
{thereby cutting more ties to the
old machines), everyone should
support . this ticket firmly and
agressively.

No Substitute

There is no substitute for an
independent Presidential campaign
in 1968, Running local candidates
is not- a substitute for a Presi-
dential campaign because it does
not do what a Presidential cam-
paign would: namely, help to re~
verse the tendency for national
debate to shift to the right; put
forward the only kind of society-
wide challenge to the power struc-
ture that can make the left into
a real alternative in the eyes of
the American people,

Restricting ourselves to local
campaigns will be an extreme
disservice to local movements,
which are built, not on ‘‘local”
issues alone but on the national
issues with which local people are
concerned. If we do not challenge
the warmaker LB] in '68 we will
abdicate a position of leadership
in local or national campaigns.

Nor is there a good (or new)
argument against the independent
Presidential slate, There will be,
of course, the argument that the
people of America‘‘are notreadgy"’
to fight the Democratic Party, that
we must ‘‘build our movement'’
first. But THE ONLY WAY TO
BUILD OUR MOVEMENT TODAY
1S TO TAKE ON THE DEMOCRATS
AS AN INDEPENDENT OP-
POSITION,

When Can We Begin?

How many times before have we
heard that “‘the people are not
ready’’ from those who are im-
pressed by the disingenous
rhetoric of those radio commen—
tators and old politicians (the ones
who say, ‘‘you can’t fight city
hall'’). And how many times have
we learned that for something to
happen, someone must begin it. Be~
fore the gitins began, Negroes were
‘ot ready’’ to sitin, Before the
anti-war marches began, Amer-
{cang were ‘'not ready’ to march

against war,

Many people in the community
are reluctant to break from the
Democratic Party. But whatreason
can the New Politics movement
have for existence if it does not
challenge that feeling of sub=-
missiveness which is so much of
a roadblock to freedom? The psy-
chology that ordinary people are
so weak that they must rely upon
their oppressors - this psychology

can be overcome only by the initi-

ative of those who are pre-
pared themselves to stand and
fight, to say, as the New Politics
movement has said, that ‘“we can
do it ourselves.”

An independent Presidential
campaign is but the first step
towards the eventual new political
party which is required if our as-
pirations are to be fulfilled. That
in turn will be only one side of
a movement which will struggle
in many different ways and on
many different levels to win the
power which can end oppression.

“The System”™

The twentieth century has been
cruel to human beings, We march
in the shadow of the massive
industrial machine which we our-
selves fashioned. We answer tothe
call of corrupt Texan politicians,
slick corporative administrators,
‘‘benevolent’’ Communist bureau-
crats - men who mishandle our
lives with an arrogance which does
not seem to befit their own face-
lessness. Somehow, we have be-
come robots and the robots our
masters.

Much of the time we only feel
but do not understand the workings
of the arbitrary machine which
rules us. The ‘‘system’, what
we call the power structure, is
everywhere, Itisthe easy authority
of the cop on his beat, the glibness
of educational experts and social
planners, the bravado of four star
generals., It is the cardboard
morality we are taught in schools,
And because we adjust to that
““reality’® which is forced upon
us, it becomes part of our-
selves,

We even talk its language - its
werds of respect for great in-
stitutions like the “‘two party sys-
tem.” It is so encompassing, this

‘system, that we do not think of

cians recognize that this is a mas-~
sive revolt against the institutions
of white society, and therefore have
virtually declared war onthe Black
population of the rebellious ghet-
toes, If the politicians really be-
lieved that only a criminalelement

continued on page 4

it as a system but as an eternal
condition that will always be with
us, like an act of fate., -

OPENING OUR EYES

But then, our eyes are opened,
In the process of struggling agains’
injustice, in the course of o
demonstrations and sitins and .
the various ways in which &
victims of American society h:
been slowly coming to life - we
see that this system depends not
upon the dictates of fate but on

the brute force of its police force
and napalm. And with this comes
another understanding ~ that such
a system can be fought and
destroyed by the organized inter~
vention of the people themselves,
at those points of self-assertion
which Marx called ‘‘*festivals of
the oppressed.”’

We know that this has happened
overseas; in the victory of the
Russian people over autocracy in
1917; in the resistance of East
Europeans to Communism in 1956;
in the triumphs of colonial peoples
over Western imperialism since
World War II,

We need only look at the events
which have given rise to our own
movement to realize how quickly
the people can learn their own
strength. Out of Birmingham and
Watts and Lowndes County came
the organizations of Black Power
and the beginnings of mass
activity in the ghetto. Thousands
march against the war who yes-
terday felt only inchoate murmur-
ings of dissent,

A Turning Point

Are there turning points in
history, years when acts of bold-
ness can help to change society’s
course? If so, then 1968 is such
a year and we are convened
in Chicago to summon up that
courage, This is a time of enor-
mous discontent with the fruits
of oppression. We represent the
movement which has grown by
demonstrating that the most valu-
able weapon the people have is a
consciousness of their own power,
It is in our hands to create a
new rallying point for that con-
sciousness with a decisive pro-
gram of independent political
action against the major parties
which stand for racism and war -
an INDEPENDENT PRESIDEN-
TIAL CAMPAIGN IN 1968,



Page 4

Independent Socialist

defend

continued from page 3

was involved and that 907 of the
ghetto opposed the revolis they
would not have hesitatedto provide
special aid to the residents of the
burned-out areas, sothatthe‘‘good
Negroes' would not suffer. In-
stead, the immediate response of
our liberal officials, such asShri-
ver and Humphrey and their sociol-
ogist hangers-on, was that there
could be no such aid because that
would seem like a reward for
rioting. Now that the smoke has
cleared, there is some talk of a
‘‘Marshall Plan’’ for the cites,
but the main action being taken is
to beef up the police and national
guard forces. The entire ghetto is
in fact being held responsible for
the uprisings. In place of the phony
war on poverty, we have seen a
very real war on the ghertto, with
every Black man a presumed
enemy, If a building contained a
suspected sniper, the police would
riddle the entire building with
bullets. In Detroit national guards-
men were given orders to shoot at
fleeing suspects. ‘‘Guardsmen and
policemen said they were ‘shoot-
ing at anything that moves''. GF
Chron, 7/9)InNewark, state troop-
ers and national guardsmen shot
up the Black-owned stores left
untouched by the rebels.

““LAW AND ORDER"’

All of this isinthe nameof *'Law
and Order’’. It is not even for the
purpose of restoring peace and
quiet or protecting human lives.
In Detroit, after police andguards~
men were driven out of a large
area (the Chronicle reports) “‘the
neighborhood quieted. Then au-
thorities ordered a counterattack,
led by a column of tanks and arm=-
cured personnel carriers’’. As in
__¢ther wars, the aim of the troops
was not protection of a citizenry
but military occupation and rees-
tablishment of the white political
authority in that area at whatever
cost to its inhabitants,

The New Militance

The new militancy which hasled
to armed revoltunder the banner of
Black Power, has grown directly
out of the experiences of the old
civil rights movement, which suc-
ceeded in raising people's aspira-
tions and expectations, but was
unable to materially improve the
conditions of their lives. In the
course of the civil rights battles,
Black militants recognized that the
achievement of full equality and
human dignity for Black people
would not come with the attainment
of legal equality, Major changesin
the dominant economic and politi-
cal institutions of American so-
ciety were necessary toc provide
decent jobs, housing, schooling
and the other basic necessities.

As the struggle against those
institutions developed, the Black
militants discovered the nature
of white liberalism. While paying
lipservice to the notion of equality,
white people demonstrated their
real arttitude toward Blacks by
voting two-to-one against fair
housing in California, The ‘‘war
on poverty'® turned out to be puny.
In the local communnities, most
of the money went for administra-
tors’' salaries or to the dominant
political machines. In a fewplaces
‘*poverty money'’ was received by

the

groups genuinely attempting to
overcome the causes of poverty by
organizaing labor unions, political
parties, rent strikes, etc., But
complaints from local political
and economic powers which thrive
on the existence of low wages and
poverty conditions were sufficient
to get these funds withdrawn. As a
result, in this period of prosperity,
despite all the politicians’ prom-
ises, the Black man in America is
simultaneously experiencing a de-
terioration of living conditions and
rising unemployment.

But if the white liberal *‘aliies"

of the Black struggle were unwill-
ing or unable

to challenge the

dominant American institutions
responsible for poverty, slums
and discrimination, these liberals
were willing to make demands on
the civil rights movement. They
demanded that the civil rights
movement subordinate its own
struggle to the needs of the liberal
Establishment. The story was re-
peated time and time again. Lead=~
ing liberals demanded that the
Mississippi Freedom Democratic
Party give up its challenge of the
Mississippi state delegation at the
1964 Democratic National Conven-
tion, so that party unity (with
blatant racists) could be main-
tained. During the presidential
campaign, liberals put pressure
on the civil rights movement to
declare a moratorium on demon-
strations So as not to antagonize
possible racist support for the
Johnson consensus. Election after
election, Black people voted for
liberal candidates who gave lip-
service to the cause of civilrights.
But because the Black vote was in
the liberals’ hip pocket, and
because these candidates (includ-
ing the Black politicians) were
responsible not to the ghetto but
to the powerful interests that con-
trol the Democratic Party, the
needs of the movement were sac-

‘rificed or subordinatedto the needs

of maintinaing social peace (i.e.
the status quo).

As a results of these exper-
iences, Black militants have un-
derstandably moved to control
their own organizations, to de-
velop their own power and base
in the Black community so that
they no longer must subordinate
the needs of their community to
the needs of liberalism, The fail-
ure of white society to deal effec-
tively with the needs of the Black
community was not a ‘‘backlash”
reaction to Black Power. Just the
reverse. Black Power has resulted
from the abysmal failure of the
liberals to hold up their end of the
®alliance® whichpromisedsomuch
and delivered so little,

BLACK POWER

Although a new militancy has
spread throughout the ghetto, it has
not vet produced an organized
Black movement and leadership.
Most of the militant Black groups
are organized primarily around
the use of weapons. To a large
extent they are oriented toward
the futile and disastrous notion of

efTio

Find Out More About Us

D 1 want to find out more about Independent Socialism
DI enclose $1 for a year’s subscription to the INDEPENDENT

SQOCIALIST.

Name

Address

In the EAST, send to; P.O. Box 481, Cooper Station, N.Y. 10003
In the WEST, send to; P.O. Box 910, Berkeley, Calif.

pEESE

guerrilla warfare, wherein small
bands of Blacks would commit acts
of sabatage and terror from a
sanctuary in the ghetto, rather than
organizing a Black mass move-
ment, Given the leadership vac~
uum, the recent uprisings were a
spontaneous and disorganized
attempt to do what an organized
mass movement would have, in
part, been doing -~ interfering
with the police and punishing the
slum and slumlords.
The armedorganizations, contrary
to their plans for guerrilla war-
fare, found it necessary to engage
in the armed defense of the spon-
tancous mass actions. Similarly,
many Blacks who were previously
unorgunized found themselves a
part of the defense of the ghetto.
As a result, the potential for
organization has increased.

merchants

SELF - SUFFICIENT?

Armed resistance to the police
is necessary, but a strategy based
mainly on guns cannot ultimately
be successful, The urban ghettoes
are not equivalentto foreigncolon-
ies of white society (an analogy
popular among Black radicals)
either geographically, politically
or economically, It is not possible
to eliminate the white domination
of the ghetto, and solve its econ-
omic problems, through purely
military means. Even if the over-
whelming numerical and techno-
logical superiority of the ruling
Establishement could be overcome
the fact remains that the ghettoes
are not economically self-suffi-
cient, and the Black population is
“‘integrated’’ into and completely
dependent upon the overall na-
tional economy. That is whatrules
out a ‘‘separatist’’ solution, and
makes it necessary for a serious
Black movement to launch an at-
tack onthe polital-economic struc-
ture of white society itself,

Reliance on a spontaneous and
disorganized uprisings as a pro-
gram can only result in the defeat
of the ghetto. Not only are they
less effective than an organized
movement in the immediate strug-
gle, but more importantly they are
not capable of challenging the
power structure of white society.
That power structure has weak-
nesses, including the problem of
controlling the exploited white
population. An organized Black
movement could wage vigorous
**political warefare’’ to exacerbate
the divisions in white society, thus
weakening the enemy and leaving
the door open to potential allies
from among the dissatisfied
whites, The uprisings are pro-
gressive in that they do help build
the consciousness in the ghetto
of the narure of the white Estab-
lishment and its institutions. The
rask is to build out of the spon-
taneous uprisings a ghetto organi-
zation that can lead the tens of
thousands of people who have gone
into action on their own initiative,
Unfortunately, the ghetto is lacking
is leadership. Most of the old civil
rights leaders, including Dr,Mar-
tin Luther King, have chosen the
path of accommodation to liberal-
ism. This has ledthemto betray
the Black ghetto and to support,
in the name of nonviolence, the use
of federal troops against their own
people. The failure of such leaders
as H, Rapp Brown who have solid-
arized themselves with the up-
rising, is that they are not pro-
viding effective leadership. They
are acting as spokesmen, articu-
lating the sentiments and con-
sciousness of the ghetto, But in
doing so, they are suggesting the
blind alley strategy of reliance on
spontaneous and disorganized ac-
tivity, when they should be point-
ing the way toward the building of
an organized mass movement,

The program of that movement
must involve an uncompromising
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struggle, on many fronts. While
not subordinating the needs of the
Black community, such a program
must potentially attract whites who
suffer under the same institutions
that expleit the ghette., This kind
of program can be both realistic
and revolutionary, unlike the call
for a separate RBlack state (aspro-
posed by many at the Newark Con-
ference on Black Power) The
Black Power program should de-
mand full emplovment, rent sub-
sidies, massive rebuilding of urban
areas under local control and
ghetto control over the police in
the ghettoes, Rather than attempt-
ing to solve the problem of white
economic exploitation by calling
for an exploitative Black capital-
ism, the program should be di-
rected toward the destruction of
all exploitative relationships in-
cluding the slumlords and business
profiteers.

Avrmed Defense
... And a Movemeaent

Armed defense would be a cru=
cial aspect of such a movement,
for it would allow new and success-
ful struggles within the ghetto.
For example, in the past rent
strikes have not usually been suc-
cessful because the slumlords
could rely on the judges andpolice
to order and enforce evictions, A
powerful Black movement could
commit itself to defending rent
strikes from the police in & var-
iety of way, even possibly burning
down buildings where the police
were effective inforcing evictions,
Armed defense as a program-in-
itself can only lead to a dead end,
but when it is a part of a mass
movement it makes new victories
for that movement and the ghetto
possible.

Black militants must alsorecog-
nize the level of consciousness in
the Black community as a whole,
While to day most of the ghetto at
least passively supports the re-
volts, to morrow they may vote
en masse for a ‘‘lesser evil”
Democratic Party politician who
is not responsible to the ghetto,
It is easier to recognize the im-
mediate enemies who are the police
and local merchants, thantorecog-
nize and respond effectively to the
enemy which is an entire social
system with its sophisticated in~-
stitutions, Without a movement
providing leadership and a pro-
gram of action, the uprisings may
simply result inthe demoralization
of the people who supported them
out of an elemental sense of Black
solidarity and outrage, After the
uprisings are put down by the
troops, ghetto residents who have
to live in a devastated andburned-
out area are likely to experiencea
return to the apathy and sense of
futility which for so long has
shrouded their lives, and prevented
mass action, They may then come
to agree with the liberal Black
leaders that the way forward is
not through militant struggle, but
by accommodation to white liberal-
ism. This is a likely outcome if the
small Black militant organizarions
attempt to substitute themselves
for a mass movement, as suggested
by their guerrilla warefare stra-
tegy. They must address them-
selves to the Black masses, to
destroy the traditional sense of
futility by offering a positive pro-
gram for building a mass-based
movement through which the people
can force achange inthe conditions
of their lives.

The Democratic Party

Besides the waging of organized
struggles within the ghettoes, one
of the first steps in the building of
the necessary political movement
is the recognition that the Demo-
cratic Party is not the party of
Black people and that independent
political organization is needed. It

would be z step forward for the
ghetto to move frem supporting
the Democratic Party to having its
own political organization, Suchan
organization could tie together
dix:ect action and electoral action,
disrupting the stability of Ameri-
can consensus politics. Electoral
action would be a part of the mo-
bilization of the entire Black popu-~
lation, and would also make possi-
ble the beginnings of joint action
with those elements of the white
community, such as the anti-war

who uare strugglin

movement,
against the Establishment. Inl
a ‘“Peace and Freedom’ pres
tial campaign based on these ele~
ments would be the beginning of a
fundamental political attack on the
power structure itself, These ac-
tivities are not going to be organ-
ized by the Rlack politicizns. In
fact, quite a number of Blackpoli-
ticians have been using the Black
Power slogan demagogically to
advance their political careers,
channeling oppositional sentiment
bhack inte the Democratic Party.

Responsiblity lies heavily upon
the Black militants, who must
organize people less radical than
themselves. If a movement is or-
ganized, the Black revolutionaries
will function ag its left wing, press-
ing for still greater consciousness
of what needs to be done and who
the enemies are. The leadership
and program of such a movement
will be limited only by the political
consciousness of the rank-and-
file. The advancement of this con-
sciousness will be the continuing
task of the left wing.

The Black movement today can
expect little help from most of
white America, nor should they
compromise their struggles in an
effort to win white liberal‘‘allies’.
The precondition for a worthwhile
Black-white alliance must be the
emergence of a strong white move~
ment fighting for its own demands
against the ‘‘white power struc-
ture’’, Such a movement would be
impelled toward abandoning its
racism out of sheer necessity, in
order to forge an alliance with
exploited Black people based on
mutual strength and mutual need.
This is what happened in the great
CIO organizing drives of the 1930's
when white unions hadto admit tens
of thousands of Blacks as members
and co-fighters; the belief in White
Supremacy was stronger then it is
today, yet the fruits of that alli-
ance-based-on-necessity far ex-~
ceeded the miserable handouts now
being offeredby liberal politicians,
If the current labor struggles in -
crease in intensity, it will be pos-
sible for Black Power and a mili-
tant white movement to joinforces
against the Police Power of the
corporate capitalist state, The task
of white radicals is to help build
this developing white opposition.

There are the beginnings of a
white oppositional movement in

America today, against the war in
Vietnam. At the present time this
movement still retains illusions
about ending the war by working
within the Establishment and its
institutions, Sucha movement must
be strengthened so that its opposi-
tion to the war translates into a
complete break from and effective
confrontation with the Establish-
ment which is conducting the war,
Only then can the anti-war move~
ment be a legitimate allay of the
Black struggle.

There aretoday significant num-
bers of white militants, particular-
ly among the students, who support
the ghetto struggle even now that
it has come to armed rebellion.
We must make ourselves heard.
We have a responsibility to pub-
licly defendthe Black Power move-
ment and the revolts at a time
when every liberal spokesman is
attacking them. For the sake of the
kind of future movement that we
hope to build, for the sake of
future alliances that can over-
turn the old society and create a
new one, we must put ourselves
in solidarity with the freedom
fighters of the g,hettoes.'
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