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'INDIAN LAND STOLEN AGAIN

A raiding party of heavily armed
U.S. marshalls stormed onto Alcatraz
Island one day last month and forcibly
removed the 15 Native Americans (In-
dians) ffving there. Everyone, including

< ehildren, was frisked for arms —
were found except for two hunti;
knives, both in their sheaths.

The raid brought to an end a femark-
able two-year occupation of the island,
begun in November 1969 when 80 Indi-
ans invaded and took it over. They
claimed ownership of the land, based on
an 1868 treaty allowing the Sioux the
right to take possession of unused Feder-
al land. Thereafter, Alcatraz became an
international symbol of the liberation
struggle of Native Americans.

The Federal government soon showed
that its respect for Indian treaties has not
changed in a hundred years. First it
blockaded the island, in an attempt to

Coast Guard boats circling the island,

Navy helicopter's hovering like vultures,

military American melting pot
with Liberty and Justice, they say,

creatures of wonder are the children

as they rurnyacross the concrete fields,
young eaglets of an Indian tomorrow
children of all tribes, here on Alcatraz.

Government officials squirming,
red-eared at the sounds of a sucking
3 child,
Alcatraz mother who must be there
for the words of her child’s tomorrow.
Boatload of new arrivals,
Navajo, Sious, Hoopa, Pomo,
spirit, heart, eyes and feet
testing the grounds of unity.
@

San Francisco so close to us,
vertical fabrications erase the rounded
hills,

starve/the Indians out. Their supporters
managed, however, to regularly run the
blockade, and it was eventually aban-
doned.

%  In May, 1970, the government-pro-
posed turning Alcatraz into a National
Park. While making this fine humanitar-
ian proposal, they turned off the Aice-
traz water supply.

On June 1, 1970, a fire broke out on
Alcatraz, and there was no water to put
it out. The government blamed the Indi-
ans for the fire and the damage, although
they offered no explanation of why the
Indians should to burn.down the
island they had made' their home. :

Throughout the rest of 1970 and part
of 1971 very little of note happened on
Alcatraz. Plagued by dwindling num- .
bers, and by lack of electricity and water,
a small but determined group of Indians
simply sat it out, waiting for the govern-

mmttngin in. Thooceuptﬁonwnno
Ionpf newsworthy, and few poopll
paid any attention to Alcatraz until the
Feds raided it last month.

The Indians scornfully rejected sensa-
Jtional newspaper stories about squalorous
conditions on the island. Said one: “Take
the newsmen to all the poverty pockets
throughout the country. Conditions'are
the same in poor areas and ghettoes.”
Commented another: “The only prob-

* lem the Indians have is that it's a white-

dominated country. The only failure of
Alcatrag was the failure of white Ameri-
ca to act on it.”

Three days after the federal raid, a
group of Indians in an auto caravan
moved in before dawn to occupy an
abandoned Nike base in the hills near
Berkeley. (On the same day, 50 Indians
occupied an abandoned missile base on

Al
bright lights and sounds and smells of
g decay,
drift to this turtle island. .

Sunday sailboats clustered close,

snapping sails and wind and voices,

Tim studies this scene of white gaiety

and says, “Once, it was our people
out there,”

A warship pushes swiftly by,

a jet screams in mechanical rage;

when dugout and birchbark canoes glide,
rage is not the call of snow birds.

' Steel bridges all around this Bay,
connec(mq land in bumper to bump-
er pain, -
dreams on Alcatraz are of a different
bridge,

fashioned of sunlight and soft voices.

[Reprinted from Indians of All Tribes
Alcatraz Newsletter, vol. /: 2, Feb.,1970)

Alcatraz VISIOI‘IS

‘Ron Flaherty.

the shores of Lake Michigan.)

In nearby Richmond, federal; city,
and county authorities squabbled for
several days over who was to do the
dirty work of ejecting the Indians from
the ; Finally a combined army of
county sheriffs, city police, and Army
MP’s moved in on June 17 to remove
them, wearing riot masks and carrying
three-foot clubs.

Police chief Lourn Phelps- told his
men that if the indians weren’t evicted
immedingly, “Berkeley militants might
become intgrested” and join the struggle.

Me le, authorities in San Fran-
cisco announced that a number of dogs -
captured in the raid on Alcatraz would
be killed by July 3, if they weren't
claimed. Even a dog’s life isn"t worth.
much, if it comes from Alcatraz. On the
island, strict security provisions are in
effect — Alcatraz is a prison again.e
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NY Troubled: |
No Bridge Over Water ar iy

New York City’s municipal workers
went on strike for two days June 7 and *
8, blocking most auto traffic into the
city — but then agreed to a settlement
that provided no immediate or guaran-

teed satisf; of their d d:

The strike issue was the pension plan
that had been negotiated by the City
and District Council 37 of AFSCME
(American Federation of State, County,
and Municipal Employees), which bar-
gains for 120,000 city workers. The
plan had to be approved by the New
York State Legislature, but it turned
out to be one of the casualties of a leg-
islative session that saw municipal ser-
vices and jobs cut back sharply, wel-
fare allotments reduced by over 10 per-
cent, further restrictions on collective
bargaining built into the state’s Taylor
Law, and taxes on working people and
the poor raised (New York City resi-
dents must now pay a 7 percent sales

tax),)
he settlement that D.C.37's head
Victor Gotbaum accepted is to resub-

mit the pension plan to next year’s
legislature for approval. Failing that,
some unspecified equivalent will be re-
negotiated with the city. Meanwhile,
more than 2,000 D.C. 37 members
have already retired on the basis of tr_\e

o promised pension, and are now getting

only two-thirds of what they expected
when they gave up their jobs.

Tremendous Strength

What the strike did accomplish was
to demonstrate once again the strength
and importance of working people in
our society. After the bridge operators

A

of Teamsters Local 237 went out on
the first day of the strike, leaving all but
one of New York’s 29 movable bridges
closed to traffic, the city complained in
court that "“no supervisory personnel
hav\e\wmcnem training and/or experi-
ence to' safely operate the bridges in

Quzﬁon

ayor Lmdsav denounced the stri-
tge’rs and threatened to call out the Na-
fional Guard, but it was clear that the
Guard would be of no more use than
the supervisors. Finally, the U.S. Army
engineers managed to get some of the
bridges working, but by then the sewage
worlﬁevs, incinerator crews, and Parks
Department employees were also out.

A number of observers were struck
by the comparison between the New
York City strike and the May Day de-
monstrations against the war. v

~ The m@nicipal workers were able to
paralyze traffic coming into the city,
whereas the demonstrators, who attemp-
ted to do the same thing, were swept
away by the District of Columbia police
and illegally arrested by the thousands.
“What happened to them but not to the
New York-City strikers,”” wrote a New
York Times columnist, “represents the
kind of inverted values that young peo-
ple especnall¢ find it hardest to accept.”

But it is not a question of values,
Lindsay and Governor Rockefeller have
no more_regard for striking workers than
Nixon has for anti-war demonstrators.

It is the vital role of workers that counts.

If Lindsay had tried to arrest théusands
of city workers, he would not have
opened one bridge to traffic, but he
would have made sure that everything

7

else in the city would be shut down.

It is true thatimany of those who
went to Washington for May Day were
also young working men and women;
but they had not organized themselves
as workers, and they thereby surren-
derid a great part of their pownml
strength, t

Politicians in Command

Despite their strength, the New York
City workers did not win what they
wanted. Thdvhunnmmhlddm

the di y of the icipal
and to Mr reliance upon polhidm,
Republican and D , who have

mndodurtimc-\dnplnﬂmunym
not the “friends of labor” they claim to
be.

At the insistence of Victor Gotbaum,
D.C. 37's-strike was aimed solely at pen-
sions, and not at service cutbacks, the
threatened 26,000 layoffs, welfare, or
taxes. John DeLury, head of the Sani-
tationmen’s union, has called for a gene-
ral strike of municipal workers if masses

~of workers are laid off by the city. Mich-

ael Maye of the Firefighters said that
“if one fireman is laid off, we will con-
sider the entire force laid off.”

Yet Gotbaum repeats on television
that “‘we will never threaten a strike
over layoffs,” and he hopes 10 negotiate
job reductions by attrition only. And
DeLury'’s sanitation truck drivers were
ordered to cross picket lines when D.C.
37 sewage.workers were on strike.

One reason for the disunity among
the municipal unions is that they see no
way out of the budget crisis. Any gains
won by one group of workers seem 10

WORKERS'

have to come at the expense of others,
via layoffs and higher taxes.

The politicians do their best to make
sure that no other ideas aré heard. Pen-
sion plans were the particular victim
this year in New York State because
“businessmen, who exert considerable
influence in Albany," according to The
New York Times, "have complained

-that they are feeling considerable pres-

sure from their own employees to im-
prove pensions as government [omp!w-
ees’] benefits rise," . 2

Gotbﬁnm and Lindsay

But there are alternative sources of
revenue. There is the money wasted in
Vietnam and on the growing military
budget. There are the private profit-
making corporations, whose share of
the New York State tax burden has
steadily decressed during Rockefeller's
term as govergjor. There are the banks,
which' are hardly taxed at all.

What working people cannot afford
to tolerate is the supgort that the New
York State AFL-CIO, including DeLury,
has given to Rockefeller, and the long -
term cozy rélationship between Lindsay
and Victor Gotbaum, The latest victims
of this friendship are the city workers
who struck in June, since thei face pe-
nalties under the Taylor Law forbidding
strikes by public employees,

Gotbaum has already announced his
sub i to the astr | fines
promised by Lindsay’s personnel direc-
tor. Labor leaders whose first instinct
is 10 submit to legal repression rather
Jthan resist it,-ahd who see only the plight
of politici apped for funds with
putting forward the pro-l

uto'vcryﬂnkuuw“m&
lead.

Gotbaum's strategy has been vo rely
on his relationship with Lindsay for the
support his' union needs in the political
arena, In this he is no different from .
other labor leaders. who all rely on one .
or anotherdiberal politician (usually
Democrats). During the strike Gotbaum
stated that “this strike was caused by
one man — Gov. Rockefeller,” imply-
ing that Lindsay was still to be seen as
labor’s friend. But it was Lindsay who
denounced the strike, threatened to use
the National Guard, directed the Army
engineers in reopening the bridges —
short, it was Lindsay who kicked Got-
baum in the teeth. Yet anyone who
suggested that labor should form its
own political party would doubtless be
denounced by the same Gotbaum as a
starry-eyed visionary! There is a lesson
here for labor, if leaders like Gotbaum

4 could only see it.m

: Victor Gotbaum
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On June 9, 1700 members of Local
1101, Communications Workers of
America (CWA), met for the first busi-
ness meeting in over nine months.

Like most 1101 meetings in the past,
this one was firey and chaotic.

. In most past meetings the chaos
stemmed from angry opposition to at-
tempts by leaders to prevent discus-
sion. This time the chaos resulted from
the refusal of the Local’s new President,
Rick Carnivale, to even structure the
meeting or propose an ordetly reans

- of discussion. In other wotts; his' way

. of covering himself was to let things
get out of control,
It is obvious that the solution to

For a National

chaoffic meetings, which attempt to -
handle nine months’ business in one
evening, is to have ragu‘ar, frequent,
democratically-structured meetings.
_Yet, in spite of the frustrating lack of
focus, some important business was
conducted and the ranks were able to
make it clear that they wanted 1101

to play an aggressive role’in the coming
strike, <

Several motions, praposed mostly
by the United Action group and the
Bell Workers Action Committee (two
rank and file groups that worked togeth-
er at the meeting), were passed that
could put the Local on the path to un-

5

Brian Mackenziej

N, Telephone:
1101 Blows Up
L. .

ity and victory —if they are carried out
by the Local leadership,

Perhaps the most important of these
was the motion from United Action
that 1101 fight to orgahize Operators

~into 1101 and that 1101 support all Op-
erator job actions even before they are
officially in CWA. This motion passed
almost unanimousty amidst cheers and
applause. :

This was clearly a victory against
the CWA International’s present at-
tempt to shunt the Operators into sev-
eral tiny, weak locals. The Operators,
of course, are women (and in New
York mostly black and Puerto Ri
and it is now clear that the In:

e

- Strike /Settlement

Since 1947, the conservative leader-
ship of the CWA has refused to recog-
nize the need for a unified national
strike as the way to defeat the Bell sys-
tem. Company-by-company and unit-
by-unit settl . “p " bargsi
ing, and all the other statesmen-like
tricks to get around a real fight have
left the CWA weak and the wages and
benefits of telephone workers below

thosé of most other organized indus-
workers.
This year, however, the anger and

-

determination of the ranks, particularly
in the major cities, has forced Bierne
and the CWA bureaucracy to pretend
they are for a unified national strike by
moving to begin the strike on a national
basis. *

Presently, 61 CWA contracts have
expired, some as long ago as April.
Nearly a quarter of a million telephone
workers have been willing to work with-
out a contract so that all may go out
together.

This incredible self-discipline has not
meant capitulation to 9 4
Westérn Electric installers have been on
a national slow-down, and other groups
— such as AT&T Long Lines — have had
short strikes to defend themselves. It
has meant that telephone workers are

—serious about a national strike.

t fully, the CWA by y
will call a national strike. But all the
restraint and sacrifices will come to

thing if the Inter | setties on

b

national must extend an offer to all
other unions in the Bell System (IBEW _
and the independents) to join them in
united coalition bargaining.

Bierne’s silence on these crucial ques-
tions is enough to convince us that he

- will not fight for a national settlement,

at least not if it is left up to him. Tele-
phone workers in every part of the Bell
system must demand a unified national
settlement,

®
[ P gt

the usual pi I, pany-by-com-
pany basis. It is to be expected that
this is how Bierne and his pals will re-
peat their history of capitulation to the
Bell System.

If a nationdl strike is to reall mean
something, the settlement must be a
unified national action, That is, no one
goes back to work until all have settled
to their own satisfaction.

CWA members must return to work
as one victorious body with a national
Master Contract. In addition, the Inter-

\

F to this effect can, and
should, be presented at local meetings
— before the strike if possible, I Bierne
refuses to respone to this sentiment, the
locals can g a de facto national
settlement by simply refusing to settle
early.

In addition, we think it is high time
that all of CWA refuse to return to work
until our include the

bolition of the Absence, Lat and
Production Control Plans, and eliminate
any form of the no-strike pledge.m

al bureaucracy does not want 1o see a
“solid block of 15,000 Third World wo-
men organized in the same Local with
the habitually "“unruly’’ New York
craftsmen.

There is also reason to‘believe that
the present white male leadership of
1101 (there is only one black male and
no women on the Executive Board) is
not too enthusiastic about this either.
But thanks to the militant desire of the

~110¥ranks for a strong unified Local,
these leaders are stuck with this posi-
tion. 5

The ranks also voted overwhelming:
ly to support the 18 members arrested
during the January strike and anyone
arrested during the coming strike,. This
was in clear opposition to Carnivale,
who had recently dismissed the law-
yers who were handling the defense
case for these brothers. ;

" The meeting then voted to have the
union fight fgethe abolition of the no-
torious Absené, Lateness and Produc-
tion Control Plans, and for the elimin-
ation of the no-strike clause. These mo-
tions were presented by United Action
and the BWAC.

Racism and Suhm

Another important motion came
from a group of the women members
of-1101. This motion called fpnthe
immediate upgrading of clerks without
exams. The women who présented the
clerks’motion made it very clear that
the more than 1,000 women members
of 1101 will no longer take a back
seat.

This was the first 1101 meeting in
which women and blacks asserted
their own special needs. oFor the first

~ time the phony color blindness and re-
fusal to recognize the problems of wo-
men workers that for years has charac-
terized 1101, and probably most un-
ions like it, was confronted.,

It is clear that this is, and must be, S
only the beginning of the fight against
racism and sexism in CWA. Further-
more, the m’ﬂinm of the majority
of the white male craftsmen to support
the clerks’ motion and the motion con-
cerning Operators shows that there is
the potential for white support fi
aspirations of specially oppressed work-
ers,

The role that integrated rank and
file groups such as United Action and
BWAC can play and to some extent al-
ready have played in mobilizing this
support points to, the need for a uni-
fied, racially and sexually integrated
rank and file movement with a clear
program on these questions. The mer-

4 ger of United Action and BWAC, in
spite of some differences in approach,

would be a step in this direction.
At the same time, it is clear that
Third World and women tele

workers in New York will need indep-
endent organization to carry their fights
fights to their conclusion.

by Third World and women
workers,

An immediate task faced by
ranks is to force the Local leade:
to carry out the resolutions passed at
the membership meeting, something
they are not likely to do on their o

Tel in the Plant Department and sg
member of CWA Local 1101 and. the.

: International Socialists.Jm
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Oakland
Teachers
Fight

Ror Flaherty

Western
Electric

Cutbacks

(

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 16

e, e
About ten percent of the teaching
staff of the Oakland, California, high
schools stopped work on June 10, in a
one-day protest action called by the

Oskland Fedesation of Teach
proposed cut-backs. About 175 tneh-

" ers manned picket lines throughout the

day. At at least one high school, large

* numbers of students joined the lines.

The work stoppage was called to
protest the loss of 150 full time teach-
ing positions, announced for the fall by

- District Superintendent Marcus Foster.
These @6’%\&6 hieved through at-

trition, would méan a significant in-
crease in class size.

The OFT has demanded that all the
staff positions be retained, and that
funds be obtained, if necessary, at the
cost of administrative salaries and other
overhead (while teachers are hurt,
ministrative salary expenditures are ex-
pected to be increas@g!). The OFT ob-
tained support for its demands from
some of the Community Advisory Coun-
cils, parent organizations officially re-
cognized by the school system. z

ic workers and welfare recipi-
enys are fast becoming victims in a war
not of their making. The war that is be-
ing fought today in Galifornia, as well
as across the nation, is over the ques-

" tion of who will pay for the financial

crisis of the American economy. That
is, will the corporations who control
the economy pay, or will working and
poor people pay? Governor Reagan,
on behalf of his side, is in the vanguard
of an attack on the latter,

Reagan'’s first maves are aimed at
welfare recipients and public workers.
Basically, Reagan’s aim is to force wel-
fare recipients off various programs (un-
employment insurance, Aid to Families
with Dependent Children, Aid to the Dis-
abled), and force them in General Re-
lief-type programs.

The Los Angeles County General
Relief program works like this: the re-
cipients (referred to as GR's) receive

-about $110 per month, which has to

be'worked off at $1.20 per hour or less.
?/agan well knows that will massive un-
‘mployment; general discrimination

strike at once.

The Fresno incident which was the
immidiate cause of the strike could have
been the signal to take up every out-
standing local grievance. If the 9490
leadership was really more militant than
the national leadership, there is no rea-
son why they. had to wait for the nation-

al negotiators to call a strike {or pre-

The one-day job action was seen as
a first step in building for a possible
strike in September, if the school board
does not rescind the cut-backs. For this
n, the winning of community sup-
i “port is crucial, since teacher strikes in
e past have often met with hostility
from black and Chicano parents.

«The work stoppm wu a oood be-
ginning, but it also sh d some weak-
nesses that will have to be overcome if
the hers’ fight against budget cuts
is to have any chance of real success.
The most obvious problem was the
weakness and vacillation of the leader-

_ship, which was willing to call the
strike, but made little effort to build'it.

The OFT leadership proved far too

susceptible to pressure from the bureau-

" crats of the Alameda County Labor
Council, and was timid about organiz-
ing mas4 picketing and student support.
President David Creque even said expli-
citly that he feared a withdrawal of
support from the national and Califor-
nia Federation ofTeachers, if the union
became too militant.

against minorities and women, lack of
child-care facilities, lack of inexpensive
public transportation, and lack of job
training — welfare recipients will be
forced to accept his alternatives or
starve,

Already, the numbev of GR's has
risen four times in the Los Angeles
County hospital system. There has
been a hiring freeze in the County sys-
tem for several months. For unskilled
work (custodial, dietary, laundry, and
others) that freeze may very well con-
tinue as more GR's assume those tasks.

In the Department of Sosial Serv
(welfare workers), GR's ars-taking
clerical positions (thus mnking
layoffs of regular employ:
ly possibility). The fGR:hclou
ly an attack gn the jobs and union rights
and wages of\all public workers.

Tragically; the use of low-paid, un-
trained, and reluctant welfare labdr
will further contribute to the severe
deterioration-of hospital services. In
the last two vnrs services have already
suffered from’ budget cutbacks, and

of compulsory overtime, .md.5
company harassments. The'rank and file
installers threatened to call a meeting of
their own if the leadership did not.

Even the threat of the ranks calling a
meeting was not enough to force the a-
rea representative to set one up. Tre-
mendous personal pressure had to be put
on thé area rep by rank and filers to call .

The timid stance adopted by the
OFT leadership did not, however, seem
to win any favors from the AFL-CIO
bureaucrats. The Central Labor Coun- -
cil promised strike sanction in the fall
if the local would keep quiet now and
Jo nothing. Statewide Teachers” union
leader Jim Gallagher also chimed in with_
the bureaucrats against his Oakland
16cal.

Another crucial problem is the paro-
chialism of the local union. Teachers’
struggles, here and elsewhere, have been

ned to the search for local [solu-
as expressed in the demand to
find funds by cutting administrative |
salaries.” While these demands are legiti-

- mate, they are hardly enough. The AFT

will have to begin action on a statewide
and national scale, around a demand
for a school tax on corporations — that
is wheregeal money can be obtained.

In addi}ion, the teachers will have
to build support among the labor move-
ment as a whole, not by relying on the’
reluctant dragons of the labor bureau-
cracy, Mtwwimmmuﬂ:m
file of other unions.m

: nmm , the hiring

For instance, the waiting
period for people wishing to be admit-
ted (and this includes emergency ser-
vices) is now 12 to 18 hours, One

" spokesman for the interns organization

stated that further detérioration of ser-
vices will cause “unnecessary deaths."”
Especially odious is the fact that
GR's (mostly Blacks and Chicanos and
mostly women) will replace black
Chicano workers, mostly women. GR(s
have also been assigned to work in
cultural fields, harvesting crops.

* Reagan's plan means that the war, '
inflation,gnd, falling profits will be
paid for bywarkers who are suppdsed
to work hard, work cheap, and not
talk back! However, our public employee
unions are talking back. The question
for us is: How and when are we going
to fight back?m

[Reston Easy isa Llo: Angeles Coun

* hospital worker and a member of Ser’

vice Employees International Union,
Local 434.]

It was fine to have only a few obser-
vers atthe 9410 meeting, but as soon
as it was clear that the executive board
was not going to call a strike, every a-

vailable Western E ic striker would
have been brought to the meeting.
The direct personal tation of

striking workers face to face with union
officials, which worked so well in get-

buildings,maintenance work is done by e vlf.!.l."wt): Thev could have forcgd
plant people working for Pacific Tele- their hand by initiating a real local strike

one. Plant workers and operators be- and spread it into a national strike from
long to entirely different locals, 9410 below.

a meeting which he finally agreed to do.
This rank and file pressure led the lead-
ership to call a strike for the day follow-
ing the two day lockout.

ting a meeting of 9490; Id have
been used against thg executive board of
9410, including a sit-in in the union of-

in San Francisco and 9415 in the East But the 9490 leadership was incapa The problem of the strike was that essary.
Bay. Since Western Electric installers ble of organizing to win the Fresno is- the rank and file was not organized. A A strike which d have been the
are not involved in the day-to-day oper- sue much less taking up all the local de- meeting of the executive board of 8410, begi g of a militant | strike

ations of the Phone Company, only a
united strike by installers, plant workers
and operators can effect the immidiate

mand, getting other locals out on strike
and forcing a beginning of the kind of

the local representing plant workers and ended without resolving even the one is-
operators in San Francisco, was finally

called after the active strikers had lined

- operation of the company. -

The company responded to the three
hour walkout by a two day lockout.
The Bell System complements its “‘pat-
ernalism” with class warfare -- in this
case it upped the ante two fold. The
Westerp Electric contract expired Ap-
ril 30, but had been extended on a day
to day basis. The 9490 leadership had
the opportunity to begin the national

national gtrike which could really win.

_No meeting was even called of the men

on strike.

The first victory of the rank and file
was their forcing a meeting to be cal-
led. A leaflet was issued by rank and
file workers putting forward a list of de-
mands for the strike! These included:

1) End of company violations in Fresno,
2) No firings, no suspensions, no repri-_
sals, 3) Full pay for each day oﬁ, 4) End

up a few 9410 stewards for a solidarity
strike,

Militant strikers accepted the assur-
ance of 9410 stewards that their leader-
ship would authorize a strike. But these
umon militants underestimated the tre-

p on the un-
ion Ieadonhlp to knp the rank and file
at work. (All the operators’ stewards
are also their supervisors!) o

But the ranks were unori

[George Ellingsen is a company
worker and a member of the Interna-
tional Socialists. Kevin isa

frequent contributer to Workers' Power
who has followed phone company act-
Ivities closely for several years.]m
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Dirty money always firids its way in-
to the cleanest hands. The dirtiest mon-

ey, ding to popular lore, is gang
money — the proceeds fram vice, dope,
and gambling. Think of Las Vegas, City
of Sin, a gangster behind every one-way
mirror, growing plumper with each turn
of the card. But gangsters, with their
evil ways and dirty hands, have always
been small businessmen. The stories
we hear about the Mafia, and secret em-
pires of high crime, are all nonsense.

Dirty money isn’t nonsense, how-
ever. Over the last decade what is calléd
the “‘gaming industry’ - "
that it began to attract the attention of
the biggest operators of them all, Bil-
lionaire Howard Hu, moved into Las
Vegas with his own mab, all so upright
and religious that none of them smoked,
drank or gambled, but only collected
money. 5

Half a dozen casino operatjons be-
came so legitimate that they started lis-
ting their shares on the American Stock
Exchange. And finally the banks, the

, most august of capitalist institutions,

/ by reputation conservative and clean-
handed, took notice. The Mafia was
edged out; the big boys had come to
town, G

Conglomerate

This move was part of a determined
effort by certain corporations to gain
control over the “leisure time industry,”
of which gambling is a major part. The
corporations most intent on exploiting
leisure time are conglomerates, fast-
growing enterprises whose glamorous
rise only recently ended.

Erom the point of view of the con-

er, gl are like shopping
centers. They try to provide everything.
A large conglomerate may, for example,
own an airline, a car rental service, a
hotel and restaurant chain — all of which
fit into its leisurétime apparatus. The
idea is that you will fly with them, rent
heir cars, stay at their hotels, and eat °
~ their food. 5

This doesn’t always work. You know
that if you buy a new washing machine
it will break down. Or if you buy a new
car parts of it will begin to fall.off, and

* the car will begin to rattle. The same
thing happens to leisure time when it is
manufactured by corporations.

Nevertheless, most people can be
fooled at least once, andsthere is profit
in that. And gamblers by nature can
be fooled again-and again, so there is
much profit in that. Thus with gam-
bling as a prime enticer, the capitalist
class undertook the manufacture of
leisure time.

One of the splashiest operators in
the field of gambling is a sinister out-
fit known as Resorts International.
Until 1968, Resorts went by the un-
likely name of the Mary Carter Paint
Company. Mary Carter had developed

BBOUt HOW = % s clientele.

much her bargain-basement paint sold
for, and she was continually hounded
by government agencies, which made
life difficult,

In the meantime, however, the com-
pany — there really was no Mary Carter,
any more than there is a Betty Crocker
~ began buying up land in the Bahamas.
In 1968)it sold off its paint operation
for less than ten million dollars, and
ste forth as Resorts International.
Re; ’ major asset was a leisure time
cqncentnlion camp for the upper mid-
dle class and well-to-do retired, called
Paradise Island.

Paradise Island is a small island a
few hundred yards off Nassau, capital
of the Bahamas. It includes the Para-
dise IsTand Golf Course, Paradise Lake,
and.most of all Paradise Island.Casino,
one of the world’s largest. :

Resorts bought Paradise Island from
Huntington Hartford, a man who had

-tong been'siphoning money to the “Bay

Street Boys™ of the Bahamas’ corrupt
ruling party, the United Bahamian Par-
ty. In 1967 the Bay Street Boys were
turned out of office by the Progressive
Labor Party, which it seems, had been
actively supported by the shrewd Mr,
Hartford.

As a result there are no taxes on
Paradise Island, except for a fairly low
tax on casino pofits. And Hartford's
successor, Resorts — which he owns
part of — has received a guarantee that
no further corporations will be allowed
to build casinos in the Bahamas. There
are presently just two competitors,
neither, of course, on Paradise Island.

Gambling is a lovely business. The
only risk is for those who wager, and
even that isn’t really a risk, since they

/

When
Workers
Gamble

Cl;;rles Leinenweber

are bound to lose. Casinos typically
pay back in winnings two-thirds of every
dollar they take in. The rest they keep.
It’s guaranteed by the lagvs of the game.

With the enormous potential profit-
ability of their casino in mind, Resorts
made arrangements with chains such as
Holiday Inn, to expand hotel facilities
on Paradise Island to 5,000 rooms, each
bringing in thirty dollars a day in gamb-
ling revenues, on a yearly average. Re-
sorts also contracted with other firms to
build apartment houses, condomirjums,
and a few houses, to attract a more per-
N .

The idea was to make Paradise,
a version of Miami Beach, ith a
heart of pure gold, gambling. Resorts
estimated that within three or four years
the casino would b¢ winning fifty mil-
lion dollars annually. Thirty million of )
this would be clear profit — after taxes, =
overhead, everything. There is no better
businéss in the world.

L

If our story ended here it would be
a simple one. We would have a group of
happy businessmen of doubtful charac-

ter, exiled from the paint business, pluck-

ing wealth from the well-to-do, who can
afford to buy leisure time in the Baham-
as. But like all stories, this one isn‘t
over yet,

Resorts International is a capitalist
enterprise, and capitalism never stops
short. It is expansive, or what its advo-
cates like to call “dynamic.” When capi- -
talism expands, it does so at somebody’s
expense. If Resorts were to expand, to
make real leaps instead of just becoming
fatter and fatter on Paradise Island, it
could not rely on the disposable wealth
of the retired. It would have to approach
the true creators of wealth, the working
class.

Shortly after it was formed, Resorts
International began to lay plans for a
far-flung empire of leisure time, with lo-
cations throughout the world, including
Greece and Colombia, If you build a far-
flung empire, you have to devise some
way of tying it together — that is, of
getting people around to its various parts,

Resorts did*not intend its Colombian
facilities for a bunch of Indian peasants
and farmers. It wanted Americans, white
Americans with plenty of money. If

“you are a cheap operator you will char- ~—

: o

- Generosity L

ter airplanes to tie your empire together,
But Resorts is no cheap operator. It
wanted nothing less than the world’s
largest and most prestigiou's internation-
al air carrier, Pan American Airways,

At first glance a takeover of Pan Am
by Resorts seems ludicrous. In early
1969, Resorts showed barely $100 mil-
lion in assets, while Pan Am approached
two billion. But this was a period un-
like any other in the history of Ameri-
can capitalism, a period when aggressive
midgets were swallowing giants. Thus
had been built the conglomerates, such
as L-T-V,{Gulf & Western, and Litton
Industries, all of which started out as
shoestring operations.

Taking lessons from them, Resorts
moved to capture Pan Am. In short
order, it cornered 3.3 million shares of
Pan Am stock, ten percent of the total,
a long stride tgward success.

The stock copt dearly, as it always
does when one corporation attempts
to raid another. Financing included,
Resorts paid over $50 for each share,
which were listed on the market at un-
der $30. How could they afford it? A
little over half the shares — 1.8 million
— were provided by the conglomerate
Gulf & Western, which had previously
bought into Pan Am with an eyPtoward
taking it over. .

In exchange for the shares, Gulf &
Western received $16 million in cash,
which Resorts could afford, plus $77
million worth of Resorts stock. Gulf &
Western was obviously looking toward
the future, when it could capture not
only Pan Am, buf*Resorts International,

The.remainder of the stock — 1.5
million shares — was generously provid-
ed by American workers. Ford wor-
kers, undoubtedly with a keen interest
in the potential value of Resorts Inter-
national stock, contriBiited 130,000  °
shares of Pan Am. Standard Oii wor-
kers, not to be outdone, put up 150,000
shares.

From the electrical industry, Western
Electric workers offered 118,000 Pan
Am shares, while Westinghouse workers—.
topped everyone with 170,000. Even
unioris got into the act. The Mack UAW
Local matched the contribution of wor-
kers in the Mack plant; each contributed
5,000 shares, %

All told, workers from some 140 dif-
ferent corporations and unions combin-
ed to provide Resorts International
with the necessary Pan Am shares. In
return, these workers did not get a piece
$f Resorts-International, but Chase Man-
hattan Bank did.

. If all this seems bewildering, think
back a momenit to a mevious{rgx in

Workers' Power, entitled “The
Philanthropists and the Banks.” (WP no.
-33.) There, it was explained that the
money deducted from workgfs’ pay-

ing, and possibly most important source
of investment capital for large, commer-
cial banks. They comprise a vast pool
of capital, which the banks have full
discretion over. With them, the banks
can buy stock or not buy stock, as they
see fit; they can utilize the voting pow-
ers of the stock as they wish; and they
can engage in any transactions they
might incline toward, such as Chase
Manhattan’s deal with Resorts Interna-

CYEERs
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_ tional.

.

' The Ford, Westinghouse, Standard
Oi) and Western Electric workers who
gave their Pan Am stock so generously,
of course had no idea what was happen-
ing. No doubt, they have no idea how

for.

But beware: every penny deducted
from your paycheck goes to the banks,
where it is put to the bankers’ use. Your
employer even has an agreement where-
by income tax deductions are deposited
for short perio®f in the bank, to aug-
ment ifs cash assets.

With the help of so many workers, it
looked for a while like Resorts would
be successful in its bid to take over Pan
Am. Suddenly, however, things began
to go wrong. Pan Am caught wind of
what was happening, and utilized its
power to get the effort halted.

Several congressmen introduced bills
that would block the takeover. The
American Stock Exchange halted all
trading in Resorts stock. The Securi-
ties and Exchasnge Commission, which
supervises all major stock transactions,
insisted that Chase Manhattan be listed
on materials Resorts was planning to
send to its stockholders.

Chase was unhappy about this ex-
posure just as the storm was breaking;
it did not wish to be publicly associated
with such a shady outfit. Nevertheless,
it went along with the SEC’s demand.

As the story swept through the Ry
press, Chase became more and more ner-
vous. Its own role in the affair was
clearly prominent, its ties to Resorts
now a matter of public record. Pan
Am,lmaioiniruvricno\/lth.n,
played out its own role to the hilt,
emphasizing that Resorts International
was a bunch of gangsters, and a threat

pension funds are used, or what they are

@eor:

Repression of Gays
In C

In a Declaration by the first Nation-
al Congress on Education and Culture,
printed in the May 9 issue of Granma,
Cuba’s official Party newspaper, the Cas-
tro regime made some of its most reac-

tionary to date on h i
- Gality. Said the Congress:
"It was resolved that all ife

tions of homosexual deviations are to
be firmly mjﬁcted, and prevented from

ding.... AN
"It was resolved that it is not to be
tolerated for notorious homosexuals to
have influence in the formation of our
youth on the basis of their ‘artistic
A

to national security.

Chase executives sent hasty memos
to each other, assuring themselves that
this wasn ) so. These memos recently
came to light in a congressional inves-

" tigation 6f conglomerates.

In one, Chase enoutive} noted ap-
provingly that the two men hired by Re-
sorts to oversee its Paradise Island opera-
tion were William Hundley and Robert
Peloquin. Hundley is the former Chief
of the Organized Crime section of the
Justice Department, while Pelrquin was

_his man in the Caribbean. We can say,

to ew’h- t)\thél that the head of Resorts,

" James Crosby, “is an acquaintance of

President Richard M. Nixon and we as-
sume that Mr. Nixon would not associ-
ate with people of questionable charac-
ter.” We know better than that.
Finally, as if to clinch their case,
Chase executives noted that Resorts In-
jonal has enjoyed “smicable rele-
tionships™ with none othr than the
Chase Manhattan Bank. Some proof.
When the clamor subsided, Resorts
International was left with half the in-
tended 3.3 million shares of Pan Am.

so much for the Organized Crime
of the Justice Department.
Chase executives also pointed out

Cuban cartoon equating Amer-
ican music with homosexuality
and bourgeois decadence. (The
Spanish word for “duck,” peto,
is a:slang term for homosexual;
the Twist is used by Cuban car-
toonists as a symbol for Ameri-
e & 4

e

/

{

James Coleman

uba

merits.""

"It was resolved that those whose
morals do not correspond to the pres-
tige of our Revolution should be barred
from any group of performers represen-
ting our countr$ abroad. "

"Finally, it was agreed to demand
that severe penalties be applied to those
who corrupt the morals of minors, de-
praved repeat offenders, and irredeem-
able antisocial elements."’

In addition to these libertarian senti-
ments, the Congress also took a firm
stand against “‘extravagant’’ modes of

dress:
/

- sexuals in various ways — for example,

By mutual agr 1t, Chase, Gulf & .
Western, and Resorts abandoned their
original deal, for one that fit better the

“We find it necessary to take

After all, re the Congress:
“..the f maintaining the
monolithic ideological unity of our peoy
ple and the struggle against all forms of
deviation among our young make it im-
perative to implement a series of meas-
wu!wll{rmudon of extravagant
fashions] .

The Congress noted that some recent
modes of dress were a symbol of rebel-
lion in the capitalist countries. Such re-

bellion had no place among Cuban youth,

“who have the possibility for self-fulfill-
ment in building communism.”

Gay activists in the United States
have d d these luti The
Gay Committee of Returned Brigadistas
— a group of homosexuals who have 2
taken part in the “Venceremos Brigades”
of young Americans aiding in Cuban
harvests — said that the new policy
“does not simply fail to include gay
people in the revolutionary process —
it specifically excludes them from par-
ticipation in that process and the right
to self-determination.”

Another statement charged that in
effect the policy *encouraged indivi-
dual physical violence against homo-
sexuals.” %

Genuine socialists stand for full per-
sonal freedom and oppose any repression
of homosexuals. The Castro regime, on
the contrary, at first followed a policy
of putting homosexuals in labor camps.

When this policy changed in the early
1960's, after protests by European intel-
lectuals, the regime still restricted homo-

s o

public climate. Time was not that pre-
cious. They will be back.

The outcry, after all, had been mis-
placed. The relationship between two
of the principals in the case, Chase

“Manhattan and Gulf & Western, was all-

but ignored. Chase has provided the
bulk of financing for all of Gulf & Wes
tern’s acquisitions, from the very begin-
ning of G & W's career as a conglomer-
ate. At the time of the deal with Re- -
sorts, a former Chase vice president,
Roy Abbott, was serving as vice presi-
dent of Gulf & Western, in charge of

acquisitionls.
We noted above that the period of
rapid conglomerate expansion wi

ed the phenomenon of corporate mid-
gets swallowing giants. The midget,
50 to speak, requires an awfully big
stomach to do this. The commercial

bank is his stora‘ch.
Forgotten aoh

If the relationship between Chase
and Gulf & Western was all but ignored
in the outcry, the role that so many
American workers played was com-
pletely forgotten. It seemed terrible
that gangsters could take over an air-
line; it seemed unfortunate and
that a bank such as Chase
would stoop to deal with them. But
no one cared that millions of dollars
of workers’ money could be used by
Chase to finance its entry into the
gaming, or any other industry.

Even in the end, Ford, Westinghouse
and the other wogkers donated 750,000
shares of Pan Am stock, in exchange
_for Chase’s more subdued entrace
Paradise Island. There was not a whim-
per. That is what happens when wor-
kers gamble.w

J 2e i Bby

known gays were not allowed to work
as teachers. Now Cuba has moved back
toward open repression, calling for in-
creased penalties.
Supporters of Castro’s regime often
point out that Cuba, like other Latin
countries, traditionally has been very
prejudiced against h lity. Ev-
erything can’t be changed overnight,
they argue. True, but here is an examp-
le of the ruling party, which according
to its propaganda is leading the struggle
for a more humane society, demanding
that persecution of homosexuals should
P s Indeed,
Castro regime is leading — toward /ess

g

However, this is only one example
otag . ing of freedom in
Cuba. The pronouncemen
homosexuality had much to do with
Castro’s new attempts 1o intimidate

- creative artists, many of whom are gay

-

(see Workers' Power no. 37,

In addition, the resolutjons quoted
above caution that in Cubg there is no
need for youth rebellion
only that the regime is in

ner.”) And the working class
been placed under increasing
tions, now including forced labor
punishment for absenteeism (see
kers' Power no. 29).

The American gay radicals pro-
tested the new policy on hi
— and other American radicals
= should also protest the restrictions on
the rights of a// Cubans.w
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JAPANESE
- WORKERS
* PROTE

OKINAWA

SELL-OUT

On June 17, a wave of rallies and
swept across Japan.
Rallies were held in 167 places, inclu-
ding three places on Okinawa itself,
protesting the sell-out Okinawa “Re-
version” agreement signed by Japan
/ and the United States.

Sponsors of the rallies varied from
the leaders of Japan's “respectable”
opposition parties — the Socialist and -
Communist Parties — to radical and
revolutionary students and workers’
groups. Between 20 and 40 thousand
students and workers attended four mi-
litant rallies held by radical groups in
Tokyo, at which 329 persons were ar-
rested.

. On Okinawa itself, all three univer-
sities were shut down by gtudenis, some
of whom clashed with police inytha is-
lands’ capital city. These actions came
on the heels of a one-day general strike
held by the Qkinawa labor unions (Zen-
gunro) on May' 19, a strike which mobi-
lized 70,000 workers and paralyzed ac-
tivities at all U.S. military bases.

Chobyo Yara, the supposedly *'pro-

gressive” chief executive on Okinawa, .

who sabotaged a previous general strike

in 1969, was forced this time to sup-

port the striké, and he refused to attend
the signing of the Reversion Agreement /

/ One of the great political issues in {
Japan during the last ten years has been
the persistent demand of the Japanese
people for the return of Okinawa to
their control, and the removal of U.S.

" A Little Help From A Friend

Early in June the Ceylonese govern-
ment revealed that a month before it
had received a message from the Chinese
government offering an interest-free
loan of $24 million and congratulating
it on putting down the recent “insurrec-
tion.” With this message Mao Tse-tung’s
regime has added itself to the list of
. those, like Nixon, Brezhnev, Heath of

England, Yahya Khan of Pakistan, and
India’s Mrs. Gandhi, who have done
their bit to maintain exploitation and
. oppression in Ceylon.
¢« ‘Such a move will be a shock for many
people on the left who have thought that
: the Chinese regime was somehow better
%+ than all the others. After all, until his, -
<& .+ -support for.Yahya Khan in Bengal, Mao
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military forces. Spokesmen of the rul-
ing Liberal Democratic Party have de-
clared that “the post-war period will not
be ended until Okinawa is returned.”

A widespread movement for “Father-
land Reversion” was organized by the
Communist and, Socialist parties during
the sixties around the general slogan of
returning Okinawa to Japan. Because
this movement appealed to a vague pa-
triotism rather than to politics, it was®
thrown into confusion and disarray by
the government’s apparent success in
achieving reversion. An agreement with
the United States was announced on
June 8, to be signed simultaneously in
Washington and Tokyo on June 17.

The agreement allows the U.S. to
retain 88 of j1s 134 military bases on
Okinawa, and fhe despised propaganda-
mill of the Voice of America will remain
on the island for 5 years. In addition,
Japan agreed to pay $320 million in
compensation for those facilities turned
over to Japan, prompting opposition-
ists to charge that Japan was paying
ransom for Okinawa.

Most ominously, the agreement

J leaves open the door for U.S. nuclear

weapons. to remain on the islands. One
of the main demands of the Japanese
has always been for the return of Okin-
awa in a denuclearized state,

The Liberal Democrats have claimed
loudly that this demand was won in
the Reversion Agreement. The facts do
not support this claim, however: the

was usually presented in public as being
in favor of revolution and national libe-

ration, >

But now Mao has taken direct re-

sponsibility for the blood of thodsands

who have been massacred in
Ceylon. And he has done s6 while mak-
ing c&:ciliatory noises to/the Americans,
who are still using napal
tation bombs against the

nam.
The actions of the Chi regime are
not those which any gerfuinely socialist

government could follow. ‘But China has
never had such a socialist government.
The revalution that brought Mao to po-
wer certainly threw out the reactionary
of foreign i

sts, Chiang Kai- '

much talk about the rearming of Japan,
in part for this reason.

The Okinawa Reconversion, by seem
ing to eliminate a major source of ten-
sion, will tend to cement the position
of Japan as the major Asian arm of Wes
tern imperialism. The U.S.-Japan Secu-
rity Treaty, however, poses obstacles”
to Japanese re-armament, since it out-
laws nuclear weapons on Japanese soil.

If Okinawa is returned to Japan with
U.S. military bases and nuclear weap-
ons intact, the agreement will mean not
thye Japanization of Okinawa, but the
Okinawanization of Japan = its trans-
formation into a direct tool of imperial
sm,

~

The struggle against the ““Reversion”
sell-out has been most resolutely led by
the Ji Revolutionary Marxists
(Kakm_’lru) and the Okinawa Marxist

- League, which has won a great deal of
support among the radical military base
workers. - 2

The Revolutionary Marxists warned
early that the struggle to liberate Oki-
nawa could not be based on vague na-
tionalism, but must be clearly posed in
terms of the class struggle of Okinawan
and Japanese workers, mof the strug-
gle against U.S. imperialism. As a result

U.S. State Department and the Japan-
ese government have agreed that the
future of nuclear weapons will depend
on a process of consultation, and said
the answer “would not necessarily be

"o they have won the support of thousand
As the United States, stung by de- of Okinawan workers, :

feats in Vietnam and strained by eco- The U.S. bases remain on Okinawa

nomic difficultjes, attempts to reduce and the American presence in Japan

has increased, if anything. The struggle
there will continue until they are gones
.

its direct role in Asia, it has encouraged
Japan to fill the void. There has been

Nobuhiko Ushiba and Willfam P, Rogers sign Okinawa treaty

shek. It nationalized most of industry,
bét it was not a revolution carried
throu.w by China’s workers and it did June 5, 1971.] m
not give control of industry to them.

Those who took power were, in the T_? \

[Reprinted from
British Internati

ialist Worker, the
Socialist weekly,

main, members of the old middle class
who wanted to build up industry at the
fastest possible speed. Despite their
mouthing of socialist slogans, their for-
eign policy has always been determined
by that consideration. :

The people of Bengal and the people
of Céylon have learned the harsh reali-
ties that lie behind Mao’s words. It is up
to socialists everywhere to learn the les-
on too, and to build a movement that
is not confused by the belief that thisor E
M"Mvmf:hndlyonwrdda. U

‘\‘



~ To the NPAC Convention:

A Strategy to End the War

Jlo you ﬁink the war is going to end
soan? That's certainly possible. If
ular support were needed to carry of a
war, this one would have been over
long time ago.

Since the war makers now have no
hope of recapturing popular support for
their adventures (according to Gallup,
73 percent of Americans want us to get
out of Vietnam now), their only hope
of maintaining anything like a free hand'
in continuing their Indochina operation
is if the opposition to the war is incap-
able of bécoming more effective.

The anti-war movement is presented
today with brand new opportunities,

" but also with new and greater obliga-

tions. Nearly three quarters of the pop- -

ulation is opposed to the war. There is
a growing economic crisis in the coun-
try which everyone feels (particularly
working people) and which everyone
knows is largely caused by our own mili-
tary policies. s g
Also, substantial sections of the cap-
italist class have decided that they too
“favor an end to the war. These sections,
while they are still committed to an
imperialistic foreign policy, have deci-
ded that the detrimental effect of the
war on their interests now outweighs
the strategic benefits they had hoped
-to achieve from it.

. But while there is some real basis for
hoping that the war will be at least de-
escalated by the 1972 elections, (1)
there is no guarantee even of that; (2)
we want to assure, de-escala-
tion, but a complete withdrawal of US
troops, advisers, military equipment,
and technical aid; and (3) we want the
war to end as a resounding defeat for

- US imperialism, so that a re-réin, any-
where else in the world, will be more
difficult for the government to pull off.

The organized anti-war movement
/ has been capable of capitalizing on ex-
isting anti-war sentiment, and giving it
mass form (anti-war marches and rallies).
However, in the past, the movement
has not played a large enough role in
shaping the ideological content of anti-
war sentiment, nor has it been able to
sustain massive anti-war activity during
periods when the sentiment prevailed
that the war was being wound down.
The anti-war movement will face its
greatest test in the months to come.

Independent Politics

oday, more than ever before, the
ti-war movement needs a political
strategy of its own. Until now, the
only wing of the anti-war movement
that has played a consistent political
role, and that has-attempted to imple-
ment a political strategy, has been the
Democratic Party doves and their poli- -
~fical supporters: the section of the pro-
test movement that is the least politi-
cally committed to the goals of the
| ma t, which is least reliable,
" T, 1 oves represerit the poli-
‘3 icak interests of that wing of the capi-
M-&JS imperialism-that
would now like to reduce what it-calis
! 2t in Southeast Asia™!

This is, incidentally, by and large the
same wing of the ruling class which was
most instrumental in getting us involved
in Vietnam in the first place.

In part, also, these politicians repre-
sent an opportunistic reaction to the

h ing anti-war i t, a reac-

tion which strives to give it leadership
inord.rtokupltfmm,mﬂngwtul
hand. They sound sometimes
even militant, when this is required to
build up confid in their leadershi

moyement to enter into the electoral
arena, in its own name, in opposition

to the candidates of the parties that are,
résponsible for this war,

We do not propose this in the expec-
tation that anything even close to the
majority of those who oppose the war
will choose to support our candidates
over those of the two parties. We do it,
rather, to demonstrate that there is a
wing of the anti-war movement that has
no confidk in the doves and that de-

‘among the anti-war public. But their
Message to this public is: “Trust in us,
elect us, we will do the job for you.” S
(As they like to put it: “Only Congress
can end the war.”)

gregter than their commitment
to ending the war-is their overall com-
mi t to American imperial policy, -
and their commitment to social pcace at
home. This makes them' totally unreli-
able. When a possible end to the war is
in sight, they may become paralysed for
fear of pressing through, to its full com-
pletion, a policy which will weaken us,
imperialism as a whole.

Also, their commitment to social
peace makes them fear the emergence of
an aggressive mass movement of the rank
-\dﬁhohocmy.wwmm
can learn self-reliance and can learn how
1o struggle in their own interests against
ﬂnmmdno."l’hykmﬂnnww
ing aura of popular militancy, in a soci-

. ety racked with social and economic

problems, threatens interests to which
they are thoroughly committed.

For this reason, one essential goal of
the anti-war movement must be the de-
velopment of a cohesive wing which
sharply counterposes itself to the Demo-
cratic Party doves and attempts to win
the poljtical allegiance of the anti-war
mass to itself and away from the
Demjocratic Party doves. The only way

t this can be done is for the anti-war

PR,
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sires to go beyond the limitations they
impose on the movement.

We believe that there is, or at least
should be, a wide section of the current
leadership of the anti-w/ar movement
which is unwilling to play the role of
left cover for the Democratic Party,
mmummnm
itself up publicly as an alternative lead-
ership to the doves. If we fail to begin
laying the basis for
MM,MM“M»
italist parties that now dominate the
scene, we will fail to attack the political
base of US imperialism.

Beyond the Single Issue

o v objective for the
anti-war movement is a break from the
so-called “single issue strategy.” Oppo-
sition to the war develops i in-
m.mlﬂmm
Usually it develops linked with
ness of other social and
lems, injustices, and inequities.

prob-

The war is closply linked to the vast
number of problems that con-
front the majority of Americans today)

the same social system and the same *
ruling class interests are their common
cause; P'ophmdavmblcomlngmon
-\dmmmdmhfmmw
the anti-war movement has tended to
keep its mouth shut about these connec-
tions.

| 'eno e waR Now

a new poli- .

John Weber

Toa\mmpitodmmldnuwm
intoninglﬂmofrmrkhiow
to rip it out of the social context in
which it arises, The single issue approach
helps keep opposition to the war at its
.most shallow, and therefore least com-
bative, level. s

Real, or it,least potential, mass-move-
ments striving for important and just
goals exist among blacks and other min-
oritiu,anmgw_n,mmhunm-
uals,mdnmﬁmpofmw,mw-
kers, Th-mﬁm-r.movumm,bvb :
coming the champion of all just strug-
gles and movements, can become a form
through which the struggles against the
war can be tied to struggles
other, often more is-
sues of self interest. :

To the Working Class

The single most important group in
society toward which the anti-war

leaders
activity of their ranks. They, know it
will not stop with opposition to the
war, but will spill over into a fight over
other issues of workers” self interest,
Since the present union leaders -
until now, proven either unwilling or un-
able to lead such a fight, they know that,
if it were to break out, their chances of
getting dumped in the process would be
very great. g
Helping to build up an active
[ continued on page 12 |
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THE PENTAGON PAPERS

Bruce Levlne

" The War Unmasked

Introduction
A T N B PSS RIS RSy

This was an eventful June. The na-
tion’s newspapers spent the month pub- -
lishing great chunks of the Pentagon’s
47-volume secret study of the Viet-
Nam war. The Nixon administration
spent it furiously trying to stop the
newspapers.

The newspapers won out. Despite

- the government’s best efforts, the Pent-
agon papers have received a tremen-
dous circulation. They have been re-
ported, repeated, reviewed, condensed,

lized, and syndicated all over the
country — and around the world.

Among the best-known mdnions
contained in the Pentagon, papers are

1. That throughout 1964 and 1906
the Johnson administration prepared
secretly to escalate the war in Viet
Nam first through massive aerial bom-
bardments of the North and then by

itting hundreds of th ds of
US combat troops to the South;

2. That the Johnson administration
stuck firmly by its determination to
spurn any and all offers of s
until it could be sure that North Viet-
Nam was “hurting” badly enough to
agree to all the US’s terms;

3. That these amounted to
little more than a for the
NLF’s unconditional surrender;

4. That Johnson escalated the war,
aimed for all-out military victory, and
spurned all negotiations. . .while he

" blandly insisted to all the world that he
was doing nothing of the l:hd. “We
will not escalate the war,” he said.

“We are ready to reach a flexible com-

/ promise settiement,” he said. “Nego-
tiations wi// begin as soon as the ‘oth-
or side’ shows some interest, ”* he said.
Briefly: lies, lies, and still more fies.

These four points are important.. E-
ven if the Pentagon papers had done

thing more than highlight them, the
papers’ importance to the anti-war
movement and the American people at
large would still have been immense.

But the Pentagon papers do more,
much more. They include classified
memoranda, coded cables, and secret
letters which show us not only isolated
decisiofis which the government %

but the actual process of reach-
ing them.

With the help of the Pentagon pap-
ers, we can actually return to 1964 —
1965 and sit in on the closed, top-level
meetings of government and watch the
pivotal decisions of the Viet-Nam war
being made. Above all, we can learn -~

~ the motives and considerations which

led to those decisions.

Only in this way can we really un-
derstand what makes American govern-
ments tick. And with that understand-
ing we can learn what to expect of
them and how to deal with them in the
future. Viewed in this way, the value

of the Pentagon papers is tremendous.
Perhaps this is why Defense Secretary
Laird is suddenly so loudly opposed to
“raking over the coals of past policies”
— a pastime which, he vigorously as-
sures us, can serve “no useful purpos®<

e e ]
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How and why did the United States
get into the Viet-Nam morass in the
fi ? In general, three different
groups offered three different ex-
pl

THE LIBERALS, first of all, chalk
up the war to the personal weaknesses
of one or another individual govern-
ment official. Johnson was willful and
proud. Rusk was narrow and small-
minded. McNamara was a heartless ma-
chine. And so on. The fiberals’ reme-

dy follows: Vote for better men next

time! 5
THE WARS DEFENDERS have a
different kind of explanation, of
course. “Vietnamese democracy was
in danger!” Or: "We had signed these
ironclad treaties which now bound us -
to go in.” Or: “We had no moral
choice. We had to come to the aid of

" the beleagured but valiant Vietnamese

pooplo as they resisted foreign aggres-
sion,”

FINALLY" THE RADICALS. Year
in and uear out, the radical communi-
ty has patiently explained that the war
grew neither out of personality weak-
nesses nor warmhearted sympathy with
the peoples’ plight. In-

it could be understood only as
an part of the larger struggle
the United States to maintain con-
trol over its third-world empire.

And now we have the Pentagon pap-
ers before us. What do they reveal on
this score?

Neil Sheehan (the Times reporter
who obtained the study and prepared
it for publication) puts it pretty well:

- . .the study reveals a deeper per-
ception among the President and his
aides that the United States was now
‘the most powerful nation in the world
and that the outcome in South Viet-
nam would demonstrate the will and
the ability of the United States to have
its way in world affairs.

The study conveys an impression
that the war, was thus considered less
important for what it meant to the
South Vietnamese people than for
what it meant to the position of the
United States irf the world.

2. Allies

What does it mean for the US to be
“the most powerful nation in the
world”? It means, bluntly, that the

\

F

United States maintains a massive em-
pire around the world which governs
the lives and fortunes of much of Asia,
Africa, and Latin America.

And how does the US make sure to
“have its own way in world affairs"?
That is, hows does it safeguard its em-
pire? By maintaining throughout the
countries of its empire a network of
puppet governments whose leaders are
drawn from the thin ypper-class crust
of their societies.

it is through these governments —
these middlemen regimes — that the
US exerts its economic, social, and mil-
itary control over the third world. In

P

effort) to ask-the Ambassador whether
he ought to resign. Taylor said no, and
Khanh stayed on.

On Sept. 3, Asst. Defense Secretary
McNaughton urged pressure on the
“faceless lea " in Saigon “to get a
real governmentin operation.” On -
September 8, 1964, William Bundy,
once again, wrote the President that
“The best we can expect” is that Gen,
Khanh would “give the appearance of
a valid government. ~

Most priceless of all is the confron-
tation of US Ambassador Taylor with
Saigon’s “Young Turk” generals after
they had overthrown the put-

return for their services, the Y
regimes are permitted a small share in
the booty and the limited status and
power which goes with being the Big
Boy’s flunkey.

One of the most unusing aspects
of the Pentagon papers is the light they
shed on the US's high regard for its
third world “allies”. William P. Bundy
of the State Department, for example,
suggests that the SEATO “allies™ re-
ceive no notification of possible US
bombing plans until they were well un-
derway.. (These were the “allies”, we_
recall, who were supposedly most én-
dangered by an NLF victory.)

“We should consult the Philj
a day or so before such action,”
charitably adds, “but not necessarily

before we have up our minds."”
And in fact, when She decision to
bomb b definite, the P ;

writers record, moPhuipplm Soulh <

Korea, and the Chinese Nationalists on
Taiwan were kept almsot completely
in the dark, 5
TNMMdel'v
ettes, of course, involve the Saigon
governments themselves. On July 24,
1964, General Nguyen Khanh, then
cheif of state, went to the US ambas-
sador (the representative, remember,
dM’s"hMWhhw

gether “civilian government” in
office.

Taylor marches into the roomful of -
generals — now supposedly the “king-
makers” in South Viet-Nam — and de-
mands right off the bat, Do all of you
understand English?” He goes on:

[ told you all learly at General

s dinner we Americans

" were tired of coups. Apparently | was-

ted my words. Maybe this is bécause
something is wrong with my French
because you evidently didn't under-
stand.... - Now you have made a real
mess. We cannot carry you forever if
you do things like this. Who speaks s
for this group? Do you have a spokes-
man? -

General Ky steps sheepishly forward,

 denies that he is any kind of spokesman,

but whines that “we only did what we
thought was good for this country.”
Taylor asks, “...Would any of the other
officers wish to speak?” (It is almost
embunuing to read this.) One Admi-
ral Cang now pipes up: ‘It seems to
me,” he complains, “that we are being
treated as though we were guilty. What
we did was good and we did it only for
the good of the country.” .

General Thieu offers the cheerful
news that “after all, we did not arrest
rl»m members of the High National
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Council. Of nine members we &etained
only five.” But Taylor is not mollified.
1 have real troubles on the US side.

1 don't know whether we will continue -

to support you after this. Why don't
you tell your friends before you act?
| regret the need for my blunt talk to-
day, but we have lots at stake. 5
...And was it really all that necessary
to carry out the arrests that very night?
Couldn't this have been put off a day
or two? [We note in passing how prin-
cipled is Ambassador Taylor’s devotion
democratic civilian government and
due process. ]

3. The World “Guaran

L

What is true of the Saigon clique is
true in general of all the US’s third-
world flunkeys. And it is one of the

ding facts of the decade that all
over the world, these flunkeys are in
ble. Workers, p and stu-
dents are chafing under their rule.

Faced with this unrest, few of these
regimes could stand if left to their own
devices. This is no secret: Washington
knows it; the flunkeys know it; and the
people of the third world know itas
well. Only the concentrated efforts of
the United States can guarantee these
regimes’ security. 5 s

But how strong is even this guaran-
tee? This remains the big question,
And so, when the war of national libe-
ration got underway in Viet-Nam, the
attention of all the world was irresist-
ibly focused on that struggle. In the
Viet-Nam crucible, the ability of even
the United States to prop up its stooges
would be tested.

These were the real stakes in Viet-
Nam. If there was any doubt about
this before, the publication of the Pen-
tagon papers ought to dispel them.

From 1964 10 1967, John T. Mc-
Naughton was the head of the Penta-
gon’s foreign affairs planning staff, the
Assistant Secretary of Defense for In-
ternational Security Affairs. He was a
key figure in the escalation of the war
and appears again and again in the Pen-
tagon papers.

In November, 1964, McNaughton
wrote a memo outlining “US aims” in
Viet-Nam. He listed four aims in all,
but at the very top of his list he placed:

MARCH 1965: U.S. MARINES LAND IN SOUTH VIET NAM

fa) To protect US reputation asa
counter-subversive guarantor.
In case anyone might think that the

in which he listed the “aims" was
accidental, McNaughton re-emphasized
his(meaning the following March. In 2

new memo, he once again listed “US
aims.” But this time he specified the

. relative. importance to be attachied to
each, expressed in percentages.

This list, as it appears in the Penta-
gon papers, begins: “70% — to avoid a
humiliating defeat (to our reputation
as a guarantor).” The wish “To keep
South Vietnam (and adjacent) ferritory
from Chinese hands" gets a meager 20
percent rating. And the supposedly.
pivotal, central aim, “To permit the
people of South Vietnam to enjoy a
better, freer way of life,” gets a whop-
ping, grand-total weight of 10 percent.

Viet-Nam will threaten the hegemony
of American imperialism throughout the
Third World. In so doing, it will under-
mine the overall role of the US as a
world policeman for the capitalist soc-
ial system,

This then was how the United States
entered the Viet-Nam war ... via the Im-
perial Road In.

R S T =S S S R AT R e
4. Ball's Memo
TR S e e RIS ARG R

But ... the best-laid plans of mice and
imperialists often go astray.

The theory of teaching-thé-rebels-a
lesson was fine only s6 I5ngus'a' USy

. McNaughton then added anoth
aim, not percentage-rated: to avoid
“unacceptable taint from the methods
used.” And, McNaughton explained
carefully, our aim was “NOT —to ‘help
a friend,” although it would be hard to
Stay in if asked out.”

lW. needn’t belabor the point. Viet-
ﬂ/m is (as revolutionary socialists have
/’uid all along) important to Washington

/" because it is related to the fortunes of

{

the American Empire in general. Or —
to use Mr. Sheehan’s more polite phrase
— “to the position of the United States
in the world.”

The defeat of the United States in

forces shot up, while (as McNamara ad-
mitted to LBJ}, “the Viet are recruiting
getically and effectively.”

This deterioration was advanced al-
ready in 1963 but, as Neil Sheehan re-
cords, the Kénnedy administration was
“ultimately spyred from major escala-
tion decisions by the death of its lead-
er.” By late 1964-early 1965, the Pen-
tagon study adds, the need to make a
choice was unavoidable: 3

"All evidence pointed to a situation
in which a final collapse of the [Saigon
government] appeared probable and a
victorious consolidation of VC power
a distinct possibility." ;

What now to do? Most of Johnson's .

" advisers counseled even further escala-

tion. But one man in government
plumped for a different strategy, be-
cause of which he later became some-
thing of a hero among liberals. That
was George Ball of the State Depart-
ment, and he was for getting out.

Make no mistake. It was not that
Ball was weak-kneed or was disloyal to
the empire. On the contrary, his imper-
ialist credentials were impeccable. In
fact, Ball proved to be one of the reakky
top-notch imperial strategists of the
entire Johnson administration.

Ball was too good to allow the pres-
sure of one “hot spot” to imperil the
security of the larger empire itself. And
that, as he set out to show, was exactly
what the Viet-Nam war threatened to do.

In July, 1965, Ball wrote Johnson a
lengthy memo entitled “A Compromise
Solution in Vietnam.” This memo, for-
tunately, is included among the Penta-
gon papers published in the Times.  For-

3

tunately, we say, because this one piece
of paper gives us probably our best view
to date of the astute imperialist mind
at work.

The first point Ball hammered home
was the hopelessness of Saigon’s posi-
tion. “The South Vietnamese aré los-
ing the war to the Vietcong,” he declar- -
ed flatly. And there was nothing — -
with either bombs or Gl's — that Wash-
ington could do to change this fact.

No one [reads Ball’s memo) can as-
sure you that we can beat the Viet Cong
or force them to the conference
table bn our terms, no matter how many
hundreds of white, foreign (US) troops
we deploy. No one has demonstrated
that a white ground force of whatever
size can win a guerrilla war — which is
at the same time a civil war between
Asians — in jungle terrain in the midst
of a poj ion that refuses coopers-
tion to ite forces (and to the
South Viethamese) and thus provides
a great intelligence advantage to the
other side....

Faced with this hopeless situation,
Ball posed the alternatives. If, on the
one hand, we refused to accept reality,
but instead continued to pour men and

material down the rat-hole,
- we would not succeed in de-

feat but only in postponing it. Ultimate-
ly, that defeat would come — but, if
postponed, only after the empire had
“paid terrible costs.” :

" And the costs were indeed terrible,

as Ball outlined them, First, there were
the obvious gnes: the measurable loss

of manpower, materiel, and tressure.

costs.

For one thing, US allies elsewhere

in the world — especially in Europe —
were already worried that a prolonged
and esealatetf Wit would weaken US

commitment to | For another,”

the war was already beginning to have
a bad effect on the world-wide propa-
ganda front.

It was true, after all, as Johnson and

* his advisers had so often said, that in

the end the struggle in the

was a war “for the hearts and minds
‘the people.” It was because in

the NLF has won thet war that they
were winning the war on the battlefield
as well, .

Well, said Ball, the longer the Viet-
Nam war is stretched out, the worse will
fare the US’s fortunes in the propagan-
da contest worldwide. The sad fact, he
explained ,was that“the war is vastly un-
popular and that our role in it is percep-
tibly eroding the respect and confidence

with which other mtiz: regard us.”

5. The Imperial Road Out

Ball summarized: \we couldn;t win
in any case, and we simply stand to lose

find a way out with mini
"'On balance, | believe we

by continuing the war and deepening
our involvement than by p rblng a
carefully plotted course toward a com-
promise solution.""

[ continued on next page ]
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The kind of compromise which Ball
had in mind, however, was of a rather
specific variety. It had little in common
with the underlying motivation, for ex-
ample, of today’s anti-war movement.
For withdrawal from Viet-Nam meant
anything for Ball but withdrawal from
Asia in general or even Southeast Asia
in particular. On the contrary: it meant
beefing up the remaining US outposts
throughout that region.  /A¢ he assured
!hi’Prutdtm:

we are willing to make
the effort, Thailand can be a foundation
of rock and not a bed of sand in which
to base our political/military commit-
'ment to Southeast Asia."”

In short, Ball was for-getting out, but
only via a particular route: the Impérial
Road Out. i

Interestingly enough, by the way, the
CIA bolstered Ball’s positions in a memo
of its own to the President. Johnson
had asked the Agency about the effect
on the rest of the empire should both
Viet-Nam and Laos fall to the Commun-
ist-led insurgents. The CIA replied:

"With the possibie excepeion.of
Cambodia, it is likely that no nation in
the area would quickly succumb to
Communism as a result of the fall of
Laos and Vietnam. Furthermore, a
continuation of the spread’saf Commu-
nism in the area would not be inexor-
able, and any spread which did occur
would take time — time in which the
total situation might change in any

. 3

‘ S

of ways unfa ble to the
- Communist cause.” ;
" - Besides, the memo cor
there was always — besides Thailand —
the “island bases, such as those on Oki-
nawa, Guam, the Philippines, and

Jepan.” 7

luded

* :

6. Imperialist Doves
h

Looking back, it is clear that Ball
(and the CIA) had evolved the most
farsighted plan of action from the
point of view of the empire’s.interests.
But Joh was not i d. The
fact is, he was simply not as good an

imperialist as Mr. Ball himself. And so,

. for the good of the empire, those who

shared Ball’s viewpoint hd%:oﬁn .
' carrying their campaign into open
— that is, to the public.

This is the origin of the “anti-war"
noises made by imperialist politicians
like Fulbright, McCarthy, Robert Ken-
nedy, and their later successors. They
were for ending this war, all right. But,

.like only because victory this
time seemed too costly (financially,
strategically; politicallyl What was it,
after all, but imperial cost- i

firm defenders — like Ball before them
— of the overall empire itself. In 1967,
for example, a reporter asked McCarthy
if he “would insist on a continued Am-

ericasrpresence in Asia.” McCarthy re-
jed:

B %;fnk you would have to insist

on a significant presence of some kind

there even if we did withdraw from*

Vietnamz.. We are now in Thailand.

1 think we could remain there for some

time even though we did withdraw from

South Vietnam. We are in Korea. Our

*  Navy is free in the China Sea...."
R

7 “The Right To Know”
A TSR AT S

The liberal politicians, however, are
not the sole public supporters of the
Imperial Road Out. No indeed; they
have a tremendously powerful ally. An
entire wing of the news media — inclu-
ding business journals angd prestigious

papers and TV i (for exam-
_ple CBS) are for withdrawal for imperi-
alist reasons. Not the least important
and powerful of these forces is The New
York Times.

Times editorials call for a pull-out,

but only because of the “basically un-

when Eugene McCarthy decldred in
December, 1967: 5
"We reached the point, | think about
the middle of 1966 ... that the propor-
tion between what it wes going to cost
to win a victory and what would come
olvlcmzbunundmpobnmol
balance. .

Robert Kennedy had declared in

ble military and political situation
in which the United States is still en-
meshed in South Victmm.". The Times
would very much like to “extricate the
United States from an unsound position
on the Asian mainland.”

Does this point of view have any
bearing on the decision to print the Pen-
tagon study? Not according to the :
Times. It was published, the editors .

1966, “'If we can defeat [the/NLF] with- grandly declare,
ice, an overwhelm- -~ Because the American public has
€ what I’ TR aright to have it and because when it
do.” Two years later, he was a dove — came into the hands of the Times, it was
because he realized it just couldn’t be its function as a free and uncensored

, done. “Unable to defeat our enemy or
break his will — at least without a huge,
. long, and ever more costly effort, we

must actively seek a peaceful settlement.”

And more: while they-are for end-
ing this war and leaving this particular
eountry,\lio liberal ““doves” remain

medium of information to l
lic.... To have acted otherwise would
have been to default op a newspaper's
basic obligation to the ican peo-
* ple under the First Amendment....
Very impressive ... bunk. Ten years
ago, under very similar circumstances,

the 7imes came into possession of the
complete story of the CIA’s impending
invasion of Cuba. Why didn‘t they

print it? Because a President which the °
Times supported — in pursuit of an ex-
pedition which the Times supported —
asked the editors to kill the story. They-
did so. Somehow, the “basic obligation
to the American people” got lost in the
shuffie of papers.

The same is true of the liberal-Demo-
cratic politicians. Today they are having
a field day parading as champions of
“the poopl." right to know.” Poor Rich-
ard Nixon is left alone to man the battle-
ments for governmental secrecy. But
don’t count on those liberal politicians
to stand by their principles shou]d a De-

tic President be el: d next year.

It was in 1961, we recall again, that
a |iberal-Demochuc President was call-
ing for forms of priss censorship. And °
it was out-of-office Nixon who could
courageously declare that such propo-
sals would — s ;

...dnevitably encourage government
officials to further withhold information
to which the public is entitled.... The
plea of security could well become a
cloak for errors, misjudgments, and
other failings of government.

Given the opportunity, the i
perialist parties will continue playing
this game, periodically switching roles
and speeches,

The record of the last decade — ably
reinforced by the Pentagon papers — is
clear. The primary consideration which
governs the foreign pélicy plans of both
Republicans amd Democrats, consérva-
tives and liberals, is, “What is best for the
empire?”’ Y

On occasion, there will be differences
among the imperialists over strategies and
and tactics. But just because they share
this common basic loyalty, none of them
can be counted upon to lead or even sup- -
port movements directed against the em-
pire itself, -

. Any movement which allows itself
to come under the direction of imperial-
ists — decked out in militant rhetoric
though they may be — will inevitably
find itself led by the nose back into the  *
imperialist camp.m

= o sy | _—

‘Strategy

wvar movement among the working class
s a very difficult task for an anti-war
novement that, today, barely exists in
the workpl For the present anti-war
novement to have any hope of doing

his, it must be able to present itself to

he workers as a movement concerned
vith the problems workers th I
, and not as a hostile, alien force.

Unemployment, job insecurity, infla-
ion, rising taxes, the breakdown in all
rmlsocidurviees.mmdoayofﬂw
lities, are all problems which directly
ionfront workers and which many of
hem see as directly caused by the Viet-
1am war.  Intensified speedup and de-
eriorating working conditions are also
lirectly related to the economic crisis
hat the war has helped to provoke.

/A clear stand, and the willingness to
Ight over these issues, will be a,neces-
ary first step if the anti-war movement
1'to build any base among workers, But

.

10 build/a fighting anti-war base in the
wovlﬂm is 10 build the one base cap-
able of bringing the war to a screeching
halt, because it is c- rable of bringing the
country’s produc®  to a halt.

Today isthe’  time since the war
started that the prospect of building to-
ward work stoppages against the war is
no longer mere fantasy. We must de-
mand of union leaders who claim to be.
opponents of the war that they begin
organizing for this. But we cannot de-
pend on them tg.actually take this step
on their own. We must bring this propo-
sal to the ranks of the labor movement
and agitate for it there,

In most instances, only pressure from
~the ranks will get the union leaders to
act. When sufficient base exists, we are
for workstoppages even against the will
of the union leaders, although no one
should press for premature and isolated
actions in which rafk and file leaders get
victimized, and as a result the wrong les-
sons are learned from the struggle.:

G | 1 i Sikii

We should make a cantral goal of the
anti-war moyement the organization of
workstoppages against the war and a-
gainst, “‘9,‘-’%’“9#?%‘5 2 the war
on the American economyNRAG must

-adopt as a centyal slogan for, the, next

mass rallies it calls: BUILD FOR WORK
STOPPAGES AGAINST: THE WAR,
UNEMPLOYMENT, INFLATION, AND
THE WORSENING PLIGHT OF THE
AMERICAN WORKER.

NPAC should attempt to organize
shift change rallies at shop gates to at-
tract rank and file members of the anti-
war unions to the mass rallies, And a
main theme at the mass rallies should be
the organization of the work stoppages.

*  We also believe the anti-war move-
ment should prepare itself to enter the
electoral arena in its own name with a
program calling for: (1) immediate with-
drawal from Southeast Asia; (2) opposi-
tion to US imperialism; (3) support for
and advocacy of the just goals of the im-
portant and progressive social movements
that are in motion today; (4) an orienta-
terests and needs of the American wor-
ker. -

§ We believe that NPAC will only. be-

come capable of carrying out an ongoing
effective anti-war strategy if it trans-
forms.itself into o democratic member-
ship dtganization, invelving a day to day
struggle against the war; as opposed to
subordinating activity to semi-annyal;
campaigns and mobilizations, <14y

vi aWeppmpose that ascaucus fonm to

fight at the NPAC conference for a'strat-

9

/

egy like the one outlined above. In the

. likelihood that the strategy is not adop-

ted by the conference, we propose that
those at the conference who agree with
this sort of a strategy form an ongoing
caugus to continue the fight for radical
politics in the anti-war movement. This
caucus could intervene with and build
support for this strategy,not onl
conferences, but what is more impor-
tant, in independent mass work and ac-
tions which would build toward th
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United Steelworkers president I.W.
Abel may succeed in avoiding a show-
down with the basic steel industry on
August 1. He may have less luck with
his own rank and file.

The pattern set by contracts in the d

can, cement, and aluminum industries
~ hailed by the USW as having “histor-
ic significance” for negotiations in ba-
sic steel, and denounced by Nixon and
the steel companies as “creating serious
problems” economically, — to the work-
ers this same pattern is the old pamm
of sell-out. The revolt which has been
brewing for some time in the USW
ranks has been seriously accelerated by
the prospect of a steel settlement along
the lines of the can-aliminum deals.

Whether Abel calls a strike or not,
there are sure to be walkouts on (or be-
fore) August 1, when the present con-
tract expires. The big question is: how
many?. How long? Will the steelwork-
ers”revolt be able to pull together re-
gional and national organizations this
late in the game? .\

Bookmaker’s odds would be for a
three-way stalemate this August be-
tween the workers, the corporation,
and the union. But there is too much
in the works for a truce to last.

Aluminum Contract

Fmt there is the aluminum contract,
“won” without a strike, which dashed

the hopes of workers in basic steel and
copper for major gains in their upcom-
ing settlements,

The can-aluminum pattern is for
50 — 75 cents in the first year and 12%
cents in years two and three, a $245
pension after 30 years work and a
sprinkling of extra money for weekend

Showdbwn In Steel

- and holiday work. The most important

feature, however, is a return to the cost 5

cost-of-living (COL) escalator clause
sold out by the union in 1959,

Behind the hoopla generated in the
bourgeois press about a “31% pay
hike, " Yusiness is secretly pleased.

Busii Week writes: 2

1971 wage boosts (50 cents an
hour, or about 14%) will hurt the econ-
omy, but after the fat increases this
ynr - wmch include a large amount of

- "catch up” pay — the agreements call
for the USW's first productivity-related
wage hikes in nearly a decade, Workers
will get 12%¢ an hour or 3% in 1972
and again in 1973.

eas

Contrapj:
Worth

Fightin
e

~ 1. RIGHT TO STRIKE. Our only
weapon in the daily struggle against
speed-up, racial discrimination, danger-
ous conditions, changing quotas, job-
definitions and work rules. Any contract
without the right to strike should be re-
jected out of hand.

2. END RACISM. Fire foremen for
racist practices. |f we have the right to
get rid of them, we can identify them
easily enouyr.‘ Abolish employment
tests. Equal treatment for all workers:
the old practice of giving the worst jobs,
lower pay, less relief and slower promo-
tions to minority workers must be griev-
able and strikeable offenses.

3. GUARANTEED JOB SECURITY.
No layoffs without compensation at
full pay until the employee finds a com-
parable job.

LY.

4. UNLIMITED C.O.L. IMMEDIATE-

David Shoemaker

The pattern, then, is for /ess than
the old, scorned 3.2% “guidelines”
from the LBJ days.

Steelworkers aren’t buying this.

One local has come out for a $2 in-
-crease. Nor is anyone fooled by “aver-
age wage" figures. The USW's current
demand for laborers in the steel mills,
the largest single job catagory, is repor-
ted at 16%¢. At the bottom of the
heap, wildcat is in the air.

On their side, the companies cannot

. easily live even with these miniscule
wage raises. With the ink still wet on
their new contract, sluminum produ-
cers announced a 6% price hike.

Even before the basic steel con-'

5. CATCH-UP PAY. Restore the
50¢ lost to inflation during the last con-
tract before any new money is discussed.

6. $2 AN HOUR NOW in new mon-
ey, with skcond and third year increases,

* 7. SETTLE THE GRIEVANCES. No
sell-out of grievances for contract “lan-
guage” or fringes. No settlement, no
work.

8. $500 BASIC PENSION, with un-
limited C.O.L.

9. FOUR DAY, 30 HOUR WEEK
AT 40 HOURS PAY. Not the four day,
40 hour week industry wants to.cut
overhead.

10. MINIMUM FOUR WEEK AN-
NUAL VACATION FOR EVERYONE.
There’s no sense in working year round
with millions unemployed. !

11. AWORKABLE GRIEVANCE
PROCEDURE which lll‘ov'n for fast set-
tlement of grievances. The way to insure

)

tract there have been quiet, but wide-
spread layoffs and shutdowns. One lo-
cal paper listed ten major shutidowns

and Bethlehem.,

QOther companies are going in for
“austerity”’ programs, cumpulsory p-
talks where the company tells workeks

mands in order to keep
sufferipg financial collapse, and so on.
Corporate spokesmen are currently
waging a hig propaganda battle
against free enterprise. Their main de-
mands are for the right to eliminate do-
mestic competition by shelving anti-
trust laws, eliminate foreign competi-
tion by protective tariffs and quotas,
and elimindte competition from work-
ers for a shask of the profits by calling
down government intervention. That,
plus a green light for price increases,
Indirectly, steel has placed itself a-
longside the railroads as an industry ;
which cannot make it alone, without
government subsidy and regulation.

No Program

The USW has no long-range or broad
program to deal with the crisis in the °
steel industry. Everyone knows that
steel will have to rationalize its archaic
physical and organizational structurs.
Steelworkers are concerned that this
ﬁllhuﬂh@gﬂﬁ”lmﬂm
-uuumw half-assed des-

tha "

(2

To defend themselves, most of the
local unions have raised the demand
for the right to strike during the life-
time of the cootract. Stronger de-
mMands, sueh a3 guaranteed employ-
ment (no uvafh) and workers’ control
hnvobnnpuﬂmﬂbytfnrmks
themselves through newly-formed in-
dependent organizations,

Black Workers Congress

‘Rank and file groupings have sprung
up in. many mills, as have underground
newspapers. Attempts by some revolu-
sects to call national caucuses into be-
ing overnight have failed. However, lo-
cal groups with some substance to them a
them are in the process of setting up com
communications and co-ordinating ac-
!IV!!IeS

The most notable is the Black Work-
ers Congress, whose Steel Division in
Detroit has published a full-scale set of

[Continuvd&zq page 15]

s

this is with the right to strike. Employ-
ees “innocent until proven guilty.”
12. NEGOTIATE WOQRK RULES,

VIORK

The union will tell us that
mands are not “realistic.” Give
right to vote on the contract.
decide whether they are realistic,
Thcconwh\vﬂlmllu:vnym
not afford these demands.” We say i,
open the books — mdwawma.if

will

* they can.m
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The years of collective bargaining —
as we have known it — are numbered.
The signs.are all around. Collective bar-
gaining for workers has been twisted
into an institution of systematized

- waiting.
During the frustrating waits for
grievance answers, arbitration decisions
-and legislative actions or the lifting of
government anti-strike laws, the em-
ployers gain the necessary time to
chip away at the unity of the people
they “hire.” Too many times they,
have been successful. For too long on
the sidelines have stood top union off-
icials who can’t remember what it
means to be an employee and have to
look ahead to a lifetime of “doing
what you have to do 1o stay hired.”

Americans whose life conditions are
in a large part ruled by collective bar-

_gaining decisions have become impa-
tient. Whether they are New York
City bridge tenders or sewage workers,
San Francisco city hospital nurses or
West Virginia coal miners, Chrysler en-
gineers or the nations s railway signal-
men and steelworkers, all have in com-
mon the determination to reconstruct
the institution of collective bargaining
as it affects them. There is a divorce

. between that institution and the pre-
sent reality of their lives.

New Concept

/ How 1o change the institution is the
{ question. Labor’s rank and file lacks
organizational links from workplace to
workplace. Its revolts are still isolated.
There are no well organized national
Caucuses in particular unions or indus-
tries and the uniting of rank and file
committees at the city wide level re-
gardless of industry has only just begun.
Also, the National Coordinating Com-
mittee for Trade Union Action and
Democucy is completely and undemo-
cratically dominated by the bureau-
crats around the Labor Today miaga-
zine in Chicago.
Thug, no plan in program form on”
haw to redesign collecti bargaining
yet come out of the legitimate rank
and file The main
f the ranks continues to be a coura-
geous refusal to go along with official
union programs ofcontracts that don’t
fight back against the employers’ at-
tack on wages and conditions. The 5
ranks force feet-dragging leaders into
action and even to lead strikes.

As a result, a few long overdue
grievances get settled, or a suspended
shop steward who should never have
been fired or suspended in the first
place gets his or her job back. Also,
the new strike-won contract may con-
tain a "substar:tial(' money package un-

: 1
protected from inflation,
Too little is done to change this pat-
tern and system at-the-root. The ranks
demonstrate the tremendous power
they have, but that power is not used
anywhere near to full advantage. It’s
like using a cannon to stick up a bank
for lunch money. After a
ranks return 1o work only
to face another two to five years of
work like under a contratt that does
not really arm them to make that life
better during the life of the contract.

" Abig bvntm\rouw is necessary.
The thing that can most accelerate the ]
formation of national, regional and
citywide rank and file caucuses is the
emergence of ideas to organize around.
It is already clear to public employees
that they need the freedam to strike
without penalty, just as it is clear to
mass production workers governed by
multi-plant contracts that they must
win the right to strike on local issues.
But if that right is won, what are the
goals? A whole set of related ideas is
needed, a concept, that can bring a
thread of unity to the fight of all the
unions regardiess of industry or sector
(public or private).

The basis for such a new concept
already uxists. It is not yet out in the
open. Al yet it can be seen only in at-
expressed in the course of the
revolts, in shop floor actions and by
nurrerous individual workers in their
disgust with the way their employers
run the workplaces.

During the last ten years, alarmed
employers have complained louder and
louder that workers, particularly the

young, don't just accept orders, but
increasingly ask, “why?"* This is only
one of many comptarﬁts about what
"you can’t get these workers to do any
more.” The employers’ problem is
based in the new way that workers
have begun to view society since the
end of World War 11

Less and less, American workers
view the places where they work as a
private area set apart from the rest of
the country and over which their em
ployer has sole authority. More and
more the place of work is seen as a con
nected extension of the total commun
ity. More often they try to make
their employers treat them as citizens
rather than temporary parts of the cap-
ital investment.

World War |1 dramatically demon-
strated this to an entire generation.
Overnight the population was mobil- -
ized to perform a total military and
production effort. It became clear, in
fact, that no activity was in
or unrelated from another the mass
media bludgeoned, this into our minds.
After the war the glose relations be-
tween government and employees con- !
tinued. The myth that industrialists |
didn’t need the government could no
longer survive —

No demand coulgd be more just or
fair than that which seeks to make
every workplace a part of America in-
stead of a privately owned colony free-
loading on the rest of the nation.

There is not a major industry that is not
getting big government aid from tax-
payer money, There is not a major in-

dustry that pays taxes in the same pro-

portion as the nation’s lower income
citizens. z

The employers of this country can
no longer make it on their own. They
couldn’t live without the money and
help they get from the executive, legis-
lative and judicial branches of govern-
ment, They enjoy all the benefits of

" this country and turn right around and

refuse to allow what are supposed to
be, by law, the basic American free-
doms to exist in the workplaces they
own or manage.
A ma'xv idea weapon for American
laboring people then, are those neglect-
ed documents, the United States’ Con-
stitution and’Bill of Rights. The im-
mediate need is to focus attention on
them by beginning to supply an analy-
sis of them in terms of the life experi:
ence and n of those of us who are
the nation’s | supply and force.
The most precious of the rights of
American citizenship is the privilege of
the Writ of Habeas Corpus (see Docu-
ments on Fundamental Human Rights,
Vol. 2, by the noted authority on con-
stitutional law, Zechariah Chafee, Jr.,
New York, 1963). It was part of the
law of the land even before the enact
ment of the Bill of Rights and
tained in Article 1, Section 9, of the
Constitution,

Any nation whose citizens do not
have this right lives under some form of
totalitarian rule. This right did not
exist in Hitler's Germany and does not
exist today, for egample, in Russia,
Poland, China, Cuba, Spain or. Greece.

law (Writ of Habeas Corpus) that re-
quires whatever branch of government

is holding them prisoner to produce
them, or to tell in what prison they

are being held or even if they are alive.

Just how predious a right this is
can best be demonstrated by recalling
a bitter experience of the Russian peo-
ple. In 1836, Stalin announced the
writing into law of a new constitution
that would be “the most democratic in
the world.” The famous Article 1
of that constitution guaranteed all
Russians the right of “free speech and
assembly;”

But no one was so foolhardy as to
practice those rights. The couricils,
unions, and other organizations of Russ-
ian workers, intellectuals, soldiers and
farmers had long since been taken over
by the State and there was not a wor-
kers’ neighborhood, factory or universi-
#v whose inhabitants had not seen
friends and acquaintances arrested,
only to disappear for years or forever,

In the U.S. it is not at MK@«»
for one or another branch of the po-
lice to make arrests, tell no one and
not allow the arrested to make .
phone calls that will get the
resentation. If, however,

- _Citizens of those countries can be ar-
rested and disappear and there is nd. .\

of the arrests or strongly su
their clients or friends have
ted, they can go to court to
writ of Habeas Corpus.

The writ is an order comman) ing
that the jailers of the arrested peqple
produce them (bodily) in court at\an
early specified time together with
explanation as to why the person was
jailed. The explanation is called a''re-
twrn.” In this manner, the legality
the arrests can be challenged.

The existence of the law doesn’ L
guarantee absolutely that it will be en-
forced. Only powerful organization
brings maximum assurance. But it is
ABC that an individual person or his or
her union ér class is strengthened if the
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law is on their side. :

Let us now for discussion purposes
suppose that the workplaces of the na-
tion are each like small nations to them.
selves. A parallel can then be seen be-
tween the U.S. Constitution/Bill of
Rights and the union contracts in each
of those small “‘work nations” within
the nation, for the contract is the only
document spelling out workers’ rights
on-the-job,

Tie onvthe Can

Q’\lt is then apparent that the mos
valuable right in any union contraft is
its own version of the writ of H, as
Corpus, that is, that contractual cluse
that won't let an employer fire a worker
out of a workplace without hotifying
the union and stating the reason,

Before the great growth of unions .
in the 1930’s, employers commonly )
fired workers without telling them why
and without a word to those working
around them. There would be no com-
motion. A common method used by
foremen was to get the victim away
from his or her immediate work area,
“tie on the can” and have a couple of
plant guards present to escort the vie-
tim immediately from that spot to the
plant gate.

‘It had the same effect as in Russia
(to be fired carries with it a terrifying
sense of finality similar to that of going
behind prison walls). The disappearance
also put féar in the hearts of those (still
employed) who witnessed it. Afraid for
their jobs, they worked harder.

They were citizens of a “democratic
nation,” but their ““nation-at-work” was
a totalitarian dictatorship separate from
America. They did what they were told
or they were fired, driven out. They had

" 10 “love it or leave it.”
Later, in the 1930s and early 1940%,

Steel CONTINUED

, FROM PAGE43

s

contractual, union, and political de-
mands. Icluded are: s

Contract

1. Eliminate arbitration

. 20 hour week at 40 hours pay

. Workers’ control of the production

pace.

. Full equality for women -

. Year’s matornity leave at full pay

. Weekly stipend for child-care

. Di iplinary measures against male
fauvinist advances on women

. Halt lay-offs and labor reductions

wN

NOOSLs

Union

1. Refuse to honor defense contracts

2. Insure production for need, not pro-

fit

Establish a women'’s department in

= the union

. Elected shop stewards

. Department, section and unit agree-
ments to be sanctioned by the work-
ers in them : 7

6. Right to vote on the contract

7. Right to strike, each local with its

own strike fund

W

o s

Political !

when Arherican work‘é got themselves
together in unions and became strong
enough to make demands on their em-
ployers, one of the first things they
sought to get into their union contracts
was what amounts to the privilege of
the writ of Habeas Corpus as it applies
in the workplace, -

contracts as yet deny the em-
ployerfthe right to send a suspended or
di worker out of the workplace.
But most unions have now for some time
contractually required management to
notify union officials within 24 hours

-after a discharge or suspension,

Some large unions including the UAW
have in most of their contracts added to
the 24 hour notice clause the require-
ments: (1) that the fired worker ¢an see
@ union representative “privately” and
“before he is required 1o leave the plant”
(UAW-GM Contract, paragraph 76); and
(2) that the disciplined employee “will
be furnished with a brief written state-
ment déscribing the misconduct” (also

1. An end to production for profit

2. Turn over steel operations in the
third world to the native work force

3. End, to defense contracts

4. Abglish NLRB and similar entiites
infavor of workers’ councils

/At present, rank and file organiza-
tipn is aimed at winning member con-
trol of the unions, which in steel never
have been democratic. ‘It is Abel’s hope
to head off the movement for union
democracy by minor concessions, such
as turning over contract ratifications to
the local presidents rather than a spe-
cial body of the International.” -

At the same time, he wants to come
through with a contract just barely ad-
equate to stem a tide of feeling which

“could replace the union entirely, by

wildcat strikes putting forward their
own demands.

Abel and the companies, not to
mention Nixon have no solution to the
crisis in steel. The obvious answer to
steel’s problem is to NAT/IONALIZE
THE STEEL INDUSTRY UNDER
WORKERS' CONTROL'

The corporatfons themselves have
admitted that free enterprise is a bust .
in'steel. But they have no solution
which will not transfer the burden of
modernizing and integrating the indus-
try to the workers and taxpayers. Ar'_ld
the workers and taxpayers will not ac-
cept that burden.

There is simply no realistic way of
renewing the steel industry while main-
taining profits at the old level. The dolf
lar-outlay is too enormous.

paragraph 76) and the extent of the pun-
ishment.

With the above type clauses the wor-

1:?“ concerned or living under them ob-
in partial Habeas Corpus protection
on-the-job. No longer do workers just
disappear from the job in such large
numbers, z

Weak locals will still find that man-
agement is able to get workers fired and
outside before they know about it..
Those locals are then faced with the of-
e impossible problem of trying to
reach a fired worker at home.

Even when it is attempted it is hard
to talk to a person who has experienced
“the treatment” into filing a grievance
from the outside. Some will have already
gotten lower paying but lower pressure
non-factqry jobs and will tell the union
to forget them and things less polite.

Local unions that are more militant
and that have well-informed member-
ships are able to get most of the fired .
to dempnd immediate representation,

A union official gets to see “the body"”
OF corpus, 0 to speak, and obtains the
charges, or as they are called in connec-
. tion with Habeas Corpus, the “return.”

The official may in some cases chal-
lenge the firing right then and get the
fired person immediately reinstated. 1
In most instances, however, the best
that a steward can do is file a grievance,
say goodbye to the fifed worker as he
or she leaves the plant and hope that

“itisn't for good, -

What if the union *“wins” the griev-
ance because it is able to prove that the
firing was unjust? The grievance is won
but it is no victory. It often takes months
“to win.” For whatever time it takes, all
the workers who saw the firing “now, is
that he or she disappeared, It discour-
ages them, increases their fear and they
less often are willing to exercise thej

25 0m itovis

American}ocnetv has to have steel,\
can’t do without it It is the steelwork-
ers themselves who have the largest
stake in maintaning and improving
steel production, and the ydvantage of
placing the public welfare before pro-
fits.

The workers have no interest in con-
tinuing the artificial support of basic
industry through wars and wasted de-
fense spending; they do have an iater-
est in providing the hundreds of thou-
sands of jobs which a renovation of
steel would create,

The workers have no stake in pollu-
tion; unlike steel owners, who live far
away from the plant in the suburbs, g
the steelworker must put a halt to foul-
ing of the environment for his own
sake.

In short, it is the workers them-
selves and not Bethlehem, not Nixon,
not Abel, who are in a position to su-
peqvise the rebuilding of steel with the
least of social disruption and
public damage. That is the meaning
of nationalization under workers’ con-
trol.

No “Labor Peace”

Big business, big labor and big gov-
ernment are not about to turn over one
iota of their power to workers. It has
to be taken. We can begin now by op-
posing Abel’s “labor peace’” negotia-
tions with demands of our own, de-
signed on the basis'of need rather than .
éxpediency. (See box.) i

Secondly, we must demand the right
.o vote on the contract. Whatever the

’own,

" Settle the

right to grieve or picket. ¥ ;
If and when a victim returns, it helps,
but everyone knows that the victim can -
never be fully compensated for the indig-
nity. To be put out from your place of .
work is an experience that has a reality.
that stays fixed in the mind. 5
- Inaway, itis similar to being put
behind jail walls. Even though you may
in yourmindfullmudvouwlll-t
back our job or get out of jail, there
is at the time that it happens a deep
down feeling of finality. > o
Nothing can change the fact that
the victim, whether innocent or guilty
as accused, was considered guilty until
proven otherwise. Hopefully, the union
will get a victim a trial and “due process
of law” gh the use of the grievance
= but they Both take place after the sen-
tence (firing) is pronounced,

Speedy Trial =

Because there is not the right to full
privilege of Habeas Corpus in the world
of work in IthnihdStnn,mm
right of on-the-job citizenship that wor-
kers-have tried to get is kept to a mini-
mum. It is not enough to s elimi-
nate the 24 hour after-the-f, notice.

What if, for example, the employers
had to prove their charges against a wor-
ker beforeé the first move could be made-
to discipline or fire? Would the grievance
procedure then take as long as it does
now? The answer, of course, is NO. The
employers want 1o move much
faster on disciplinary grievances than
they do now. A\ .

The struggle to win the American
right to “a speedy trial” in
cases would be half won, And this is
but one of many examples of the new
progress that would be made possible if
employers lost the right to violate the *
pvivilor of thé writ of Hibeas Corpus.w

oY weld o

International says, & vote can
in each local union, and backed up
with a strike if necessary.

Thirdly, we can expose the sham of
current iations. Steel negoti
tions will continue in Pittsburgh for i,
other month. Local unions (if they
will) and rank and file groups (if the lo-
cals won't) can send delegates to Pitts-
burgh to oversee the negotiations and
coordinate national actions on their

We can picket the negotiations, de- .
manding a right to participate and car-
rying signs with the real de
which are not.being discussed 3
Nationalize steel under workers' con-
troll Right to strike! Right to vote!
grievances! One con-
tract! End racism! $2 an our now!
Enforce pollution control, No work in
unsafe jobs/ g
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Allenide drives a nail to promote
tary Labor” (unpaid overtime).

“National Day of Volun-

“‘ '«

The very coming to power of Allende
was vitiated by compromises with the
army and the PDC’ which controls con-
gress. Allende’s failure to obtain an abso-
lute majority in September at the polls
meant that he needed congress’s support,
On October 24, they accepted him, but
only after a month of horse tradin. and
constitutional ts Torced on
the UP by the PDS.

Allende has pledged himself to uphold
the free press, free tr unions, non-
sectarian education ame right of po-
litical parties to organize. With a meagre
congressional control of 80 seats against
the PDC’s 75 and the conservatives’ 45,
Allende had to compromise, but since
pre-election promises were all vggue and

_ demagogic, the watering down of such
an essentially reformist program cannot
be seen as capitulation.

600;: Study

If, before, he promised to expropriate
the American copper mines, he still does,
but it is left tor “‘the future”’; besides, he
has said that expropriations will be done
only after deep study and constiltation.
The main economic thrust of his program
is:

“The replacement of the present eco-
nomic structure by a socialist one, divided
in three areas: a dominant state area, and
private and mixed areas. The state area
would be formed by the concerns now

under e ownership plus those which
will e expropriated. Immediate nation-
ization of copper, iron, salt-petre and

mineral coal and, in general, of all basic pro-
ducts,

The state area would include besides
the whole financial system of the country
through the nationalization of private
banks and insurance, foreign trade, the
wreat distributing concerns and mono-
dolies - both Chilean and foreign -, the
itrategic industrial monopolics and in gen-
iral all activities which conditien the
‘conomic development of the country:
he produciton and distribution of elec-
ric energy, railways, air and sea trans-
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port, communications, production, refin-
eries and distribution of oil and its deriv-

_atives, smelting, cement production, petro-

chemicals and heavy chemicals industry,
cellulose and paper. The economy’s pri-
vate area will be limited to small and
medium industry.”

How he will achieve this sort of “wel-
fare state” knows.. Already in
D ber 1969 g’ posed his move
1o expropriate the Chilean banks. They
will obviously oppose him down the line.
The credits necessary for the agrarian re-
form program of the UP will face the
same hostility, Frei could teach Allende
some lessons on this,

Already in November Allende took
over two American owned concerns,
NIBSA, 3/plumbing and heating fittings
manufa€turer, and Alimentos Purina de
Chile. /But these and other takeovers
with compensation were based on a 1945
law permitting the state to intervene when

.

~ Chile:
. Where

Allende
- Going?

Juan Iver

Chilean workers were threatened; the
American companies had reduced produc-
tion and had begun to lay off workers,

The takeovers weren't part of Allende’s
program, and it is quite possible that in
the future he sees himself with many in-
dustries falling on his lap due to capital
flight, sabotage or closing downs. But
they will be marginal industries, not
“commanding heights” of the ec; omy.

An offensive to get control over that
sector of the economy, with or without
full compensation, Id face fierce op-
position in congress” Allende could only\
hope that he could carry out particular
concrete proposals on a plebiscite basis,
if congress opposedim on an issue, But
to put through the cgmplete program on
such a basis would be nonsense. To at-
tempt it fully would mean civil war, and
Allende, who likes to legitimize his every
move under Chilean constitutionality,
would never do it.

e X i SN v”f“

f

Chilean workers at Ford plant

He can, of course, wait for the 1973
congressional elections to attempt to get
a majority. But that's too far away, and
by then his electoral constituency mi?lt
be eroded, or passive enough to permit a
swift, bloodless coup d'etat by the mili-
tary.

71 that were to happen, Allende’s re- -
gime would have proven to be, histori- .
cally at this period, the Chilean bour-
geoisie’s way to demoralize completely
the Chilean exploited masses, discipline
them brutally under a subsequent mili-
tary regime and so further its, and the US
imperialisms’s, hold on the economy. It
cannot be denied that reformists play this
role in Latin American history: what
happéned to Arbenz in Guatemala and
Quadros in Brazil are cases in point.

The pre-electorial program of the UP
didn’t contemplate compensation for na-
tionalizations. t after the elections, |
the UP, under PBIC pressure, agreed to go
along with the present Chilean constitu-
tional legislation, which calls for compen-
sation. Needless to say, the American or
Chilean companies are.going to push for
their terms, that is, they will expect to
be payed in dollars, not bonuses or long-
term payments rendered non-profitable
by Chile’s inflation.

Obviously, Allende’s regime cll;h\oo
along with this, but its hands are tied.
Attempts to escape this deadlock by in-
stituting a dictatorial, state-capitalist re-
gime, can only be done violently, and
again, it means civil war, including Amer-
ican intervention, international boycott
of Chile’s products, which would have to
be added to the falling world prices for
copper, a metal constituting 70-per gent
of Chile’s exports, N

Having -promised not to destroy what
he meant to destroy, Allende is against
the wall. His social basis is electoral, not

, revolutionary. . Thus he will be unable to
arm this basis which could have other-
wise defended him grifis in hand, had he
and his coalition\been a revolutionary
one,

Allende vs. the Left

History has proven that full state cap-
italism, the real program of Allende, can
be instituted only through violence. The
old, classical bourgeoisie, based on a cer-
tain play of market forces and "free
trade”, sees state property with hatred,
insofar as it expropriates them for the
benefit of a homogeneous, semi-autar-

. chic expanded reproduction of capital
ged by state f i ies.

.

The MIR didn‘t support Allende be-
forefe was elected. They looked on the
electoral, peaceful intentions of the UP
wivth contempt. But once he gotelected,
many of the MIR jumped on the band--
wagon and supported him uncondition-
ally. They did this even after Allende had
publicly threatened that marxists would
be punished with vigor if they brgke the
law,

In the University of Concepciop, a Stal-
inist student killed a young MIRist in a
scuffle. When university students in San-

Furthermore, when leader Toro, of the
slum tenements, advocated the taking
of fundos, schools and factories by the
workers themselves, the UP viciously at-
tacked him. The MIR’s ranks, many of

the “law and order"* emphasis of the UP
and the police,

= In Temuco, the squatters have occupied
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much fand and the latifundists have shot
at them. Mapuche indians, in the south of
Chile, took over more than 400 proper-
ties. Allende has arrested those who shot
the squatters and has forbidden the police
to shoot people. But, as the American
socialist Gene Debs said, “he who can set
you free can also put you in jail.” i

The rest of the left is splintered. The MIR
has no mass base; it contains only a few
thousand militants; the Maoists area a hand-
ful and publish a bitterly sectarian maga-
zine; some ““Trotskyists” around Luis
Vitale in theJvaersuv of Concepcion have
simply joined in the national “left" hyster,
ia to’support Allende

The Communist Party of Chile has en
the main prop of the UP. They contr
three quarters of the 15,000 committees
of the UP, covering mainly working class
and callampa neighborhoods. The CP is
also importantly represented in the mini-
stries: they control the finance, public
worke and labor ministries. It is in the na-
ture of things that they should have ob-
tained those ministries,

‘LANDOIDMHL'uysndp-tQ-phmm,mwby the revolutionary peasant movement, which has
mpﬂqmmfmhcuhsmltmmmmmm the
e —

. certain ej¢ments of its nationalist ideology,

the CP reigns supreme. It is, to a great de-
gree, the architect of Allen\de’s victory.

The trade union organizations in Chile
are quite weak by European standards: they
don‘t have the financial and disciplinary
means that the latter do. In most cases,
the UP organized them and it holds con-
trol of the most powerful trade union
federation; the CUT (Confederation Unica
de Trabajodores), which nominally has

these rantings mean -- productivity deals
of a harsher nature. The automatism which

door of revolutionary Marxism. 3
It remains the task of Chilean marxists

MmMuniomtobocmmnof

to overcome the mystifications and fuse

around 500,000 members. | Gleefully, Luis Corvalan, General Secre- the state’s planning boargls in order to their activity with that of the Chilean
In 1966, Petras and Young, writing on tary of the CP, has admonished the work- regulate wages and productivity, means workers. If today it is extremely difficult
Chilean labor, held that the percentage ers: that they will become direct appendages to fight Allende, témorrow it will be eas-

of workers organized in trade unions was
approximately twelve percent. Chile,
which is 60 per cent urban, is a country in
which the working class, including the

“The carrying forward of this task (mean-
ing full support for Allende) demands in
some cases a change in attitude, the relin-

~Quishing of apolitical positions, of econo-

of the state, a development hastened by

ier! But fight one must. In 1964, it would
the CP’s control of the organized workers.

have been equally difficult to M\F
: Now there’s so much more at stake.w ¢
The Chilean workers haven’t won a vic- . 2

rural workers, has enormous industrial and
numerical weight.

Basing itself upon this class and segments
of the middle class, which provide it with

Fascists GainIn Italy'

Fascist gains in the Italian local elec-
tions in mid-June hit world headlines.
The MS! (Italian Social Movement) in-
creased its vote to about 16 percent in
Rome and Sicily.

The MS! is an openly fascist party.
Its leader, Almirante, was a member of
Mussolini’s last government, and its
main support comes from small busi-
hessmen and landowners,

It denies aiming at a fascist restora-
tion, but it clearly wants to see the
“center-left” coalition of Christian
Democrats, Socialists and Republicans
replaced by a more right-wing coalifion.

The actual electoral gains of the

WS are limited. In the elections (which’
Mgional, provincial, and city
tions) only a fifth of |talian voters

vent to the polls,

In Genoa, the only major city in the
ndustrial north to vote, the main gains
vere made by the rulifg center-left co-
lition. Even in Rome, the center-left
ity government kept its majority de-
pite forecasts that fascist gains might
oree it to split.

In Sicily, the increased fascist vote
@ produced largely by the special
roblems of the underdeveloped, pover-
f-stricken, and corruptly governed
outh. To some extent itwas a “pro-
Stvote” against the central govern-

s s —

’

. form of violent *

mism and of narrow syndicalism; it de-
mands full cor of the mar

perspectives open at this moment.”
Chilean workers will soon learn what

/

/
ment’s il{ahmtv to do anything about
these problems.
The fascists also seem to have ap-
pealed to the peasants against a new

tory with Allende. On the contrary, they
have suffered another ideological defeat,
because Allende’s blunders, failures.and

*

Housing Bill which they said thr d
the principle of private property. These
issues probably do not make permanent
fascist voters.

Neither the Socialist Party nor the
Communist Party has ever had » real
base in the South of Italy. The revolu-
tionary left-wing groups (including the
Maoists, who support peasant revolu-
tion hiave madeilittle progress there.

The way the fascists could step in
and attempt to fill the gap by trying to
lead popular protest movements was
shown by the riots in Reggio Emilia
over the last six months.

In the industrial north, the f
are not yet winning signifi bers
of votes. But they are present in the
ads” which con-
stantly attack and a 'mpt to provoke
the revolutionary groups working in in-
dustry.

All this does not mean that the Ital-
ian ruling class is considering a return
to fascism. The big business interests
are still backing parliamentary reforms
and an alliance with the “respectable”’
elements of the Italian Communist Party
and the unions to smash independent

economic adventurism will be laid on the

[Reprinted from nternationsl Soc-
lalism , the British International Sociel-
ist bimonthly, April/May 1971.]

nibe oo

Norah éarlin

paper in Turin, immediately used the

Almirante

working-class action and unite the na-
tion under the banner of productivity, election results to attack the Left in
But the rulers are prepared to tole- this way. 2
rate fascism, both on the streets and Tomhmdlhmd‘d&
in elections. They can use it as a threat umhmmww
mimnfan',)n excuse for harsh Tn,unmfmm
“law and order policies, a stick with is Gseless, ﬂnmwﬂm““
.which to beat the “opposite ex ism" of fascism in Italy they
of revojutionary working-class politics, serve a useful purpose, and the
La Stampa, the Fiat-owned news- state itself uses a largely fascist
‘ code and has many ex-fascists in its ser-
vice,
But popular front politics part
of the Communist Party’s parl

“road to socialism” in Italy, the ;
party is as anxious as the capitalist press
to brand the left-wing groups chal-
lenge its politics as “‘extremists,

The only answer to fascism in taly
lies in ind dent, luti y
king-class politics strong enough to
fight back politically, as well as to
ganize physical self-defense against
“squads.” And only such strong, revo-
lutionary politics can ince the op-
pressed peasants and workers of the
South that their future lies in alliance
with the working class, not with fasci
and reactionaries.m

[Reprinted from Socialist Worker,

* —— the British International Socialist week-

ly, June 26, 1971]
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Rejoinder
“@w

| was somewhat amazed 4t #hé reac’ * ’
tion to my feview of “Burn" by David
Hirsh. At least now | know how it
feels to get hit with a polemic: How-
ever, | must make at duast this modest
defense, that Hirsh missed the points
.of the review almost completely.

First, as to his charge that | was
““condescending” in making reference
to Pontecorvo’s awareness of the nu -
ances of his subject. Hirsh is amazed
that 1 could (apparently) think that
“the director of Battle of Algiers”’
could be unconscious of p.olitics.:

General political consciousness Was
not the issu¢. That part of my re-
view went beyond general anti-imper-
ialist consciousness into a specific
message about a specific type of strug-
gle. Now, it is by no means to be as-
sumed that any artist is necessarily
aware of the sbutleties and implications
of his or her subjec or e
in “Battle of Algiers”
the correct conclusions to be drawn
from the smashing of the guerillas?

Was Pontecocvo then aware at all
that a nationalis sm' lated from
the working class (ai t element of -
FLN was nothing if not isolated) must
founder? Apparently not, for years
later, out of the ashes of the old or:
ganization, winging in on a war whoop
and a prayer only, for all Pontécorvo
showed us, the struggle was won.

In Burn, Pontecorvo demonstrated
an apparently new and certainly broad-

understanding of revolution as an
international question. | noted that,
and feel it is 1o his credit as an artist
and as a “political” person, 2

S dly, on the question of the wo-
men in Burn. Hirsh does, finally de-
cide that he thinks he read what |

this concession, he makes the argument
that in an action film a woman’s role
must necessarily be monotonous. If
Hirsh’s conception of woman revolu-
tionary fighters parallels that of the
stereotype he referred to, then he is 4
right. own vision of this question
not.

But it is not only that Pontecorvo
sluffed over the woman question in his
film. Were it that alone, the question
could rest here despite Hirsh's arrogant
and muddled vision of revolutionary
women. In fact, there was a scene in -
Buitn that quite openly “put women in
their place.”

| was not primarily concerned with
this question in my original review,
which was why the comment on women
came at the end and was left unsub-
stantiated. For that, | apologize.

The scene: Jose Dolores, newly risen

leader of the slave rebels, addresses a-
camp of people who are in flight. He
says i effect: “We have run to pro-
tect the women and children. But for
those of you who are not women, for
those of you who are not children, this
man (Brando) has guns.” ’ ~

Now compare this even to the stolid
heroic dignity and initistive of women
in “Batte of Aigiers.”” Most obviously,
Pontecorvo was unable to understand
the nuances and implications of this
particular question and he deserves to
be attacked in the socialist press for
this, as he desgrves recognition for the
other. I

Wal criticism of Hirsh’s has some
validity tg it. However, | do not see
the poift of concerning ourselves in the

socialist press with questi.ons that can
be dealt with much more incisively by
such reviewers as Joyce Haber or Rex
Reed. .

| am aware of technical shortcomings
in Burn, of the one dimensionality of
the characters, etc.. But Burn as a
technical work was not my concern,

" Similarly, Burn as a political statemient

was not the concern of Rex Reed when
he panned it as an artistie fiop.
Precisely because Burn was given po-
litical overfones in the advance public-
ity, precisely because Pontecorvo had
ventured none too timidly into the

_question of revolution in the past, pre-

cisely because Brando had made state-
ments as to the importance of the film
as a personal political statement of his,
| felt it necessary to look at it on that
level,

| don’t feel that was a mistake. Nei-
ther do I'think it valid to in all cases
hold pol standards up to films.
But a political statement is the
poinfjbf the film, then it is valid and
defegfsible to analyze and criticize it
on 6m basis.

| agree we should avoid thinking and
writing in slogans. ' At this time, | (and
I think, other comrades attempting to
take a critical look at our culture) am
attempting to develop a method of in-
vestigation and criticism. This work
should continue. Hopefujly, Workers’
Power will continue to print reviews

of films, books, whatever, and give that

Hocti i s

side of ‘our

“riess room to §row.

Morgan Glenn

A SO R B D s

Love/Diary
Rejoinder

| am responding to David Hirsh’s
critici of the revi of Love Story,
and Diary of a Mad Housewife. It is re-

iary_of a Mad Housewife), as
“showing no thought” and chooses only
/

to comment on the film, Burn, which
was reviewed at the same time, and
which stars Marlon Brando.

The scene which Morgan Glenn de-
scribes as. the only minor scene with a
woman, the defiant wife of an executed
rebel slave who refuses to speak, is crit-
icized by Hitsh as “underrating her de-
fiance.” It is not coincidental that David
Hirsh would choose to criticize this film
in depth and dismiss the other articles
15 “showing no thougfit,” not feeling
that they merited further criticism

American revolutionary men have al
ways professed that in comparison to
other oppressed women in the world,
American women are relatively not op
pressed. Hirsch refuses to comment on
the careful analysis of the psychological
oppression of two women, Tina and
Jenny, in these two films. This does not -
In any way show the lagk of thought in
the two reviews; it merely shows the fow
level of Mr., Hirsh’s consciousness on is-
sues concerning American women.

4 MINUTE EGG? )

A discussion of these films and the
psychological oppression of American
women is very important -- to middle-
class women who are struggling to under-
stand their particular socialization (both
films, Love Story and Diary of a Mad
Housewi

. and to all women in order to
understand what aspirations we are
taught to have.

| personally resent Hirsh’s comment
that rather than be serious, Louise Mit-
chell wanted to be funny and draw
laughs from her article. | saw the movie, -
read both the-reviews and the criticisms.
! do not think that Louise Mitchell
vrote to be amusing.

The aspects of the film that she por-
trayed were done well. | wanted to
vomit, justlike the film made me sick.
(“Your, mother,” he tells his young
daughters to be witty, “graduated
summa cum laude from Smith, but she
can’t do a four minute egg. Isn’t that
funny, girls?”’) | :

Perhaps if Mr. Hirsh graduated symma
cum laude from any-school and was ex-
pected to do no more than type or boil
four minute eggs, he might get upset,
t00. Mitchell describes Tina as “tortured
and tonguelashed and over-worried” --
how can Hirsh consider this as one of
Mitchell’s attempts to make us laugh?

Ellen Kaye —

To Ameridan
Trade Unionists

The American owriéd ‘company ot
Fine Tubes Limited, Plymouth, Eng-
land, has| for the past year, been en-
gaged in an industrial dispute. The two
unions involved, the Transport and
General Workers’ Union and the Amal-

d Union of Engi ing Work-
ers, made this strike official on June
15, 1970.

The unions involved in this firm,
which is a me%er of the Employers’
Federation, pu¥in a claim for a sub-
stantial pay increase based on produc-
tivity in November 1969. Following lo-
cal talks and regional and national con-
ferences with the Employers’ Federa-
tion and national union officers, a
“Failure to Agree” was recorded on
June 12, 1970, (After seven months of
futile negotiations which the ovz<oyer

ised to prepare for a strike.)

it should be pointed out at this
stage that the take home pay for 40
hours work was between $37 and $40.
The national average is approximately
doubie this amount.

The members of the unions in Fine
Tubes, 172 out of @ work force of 220,
came out on strike at 2:30 p.m, on

- June 15, 1970 and still remain to this

date, 52 weeks later, on official strike.
On July 1, 1970, the Managing Director
of Fine Tubes sacked all of the 172 mem-
bers who were on strike,

The Managing Director has refused
all conciliation offers by the Depart-
ment of Employment, Mr. Vic Feather
(General Secre\ury of the Trades Union
Congress), Mr. Jack-Jones (General Sec-
retary of the Transport and General
Workers’ Union), Mr. Hugh Scanlon
(Natidnal President of the Amalgama-
ted Union of Engineering Workers),
trade union-sponsored Members of Par-
liament, and numerous others who
were trying to end this dispute,

The Americans are coming into Brit-
ain in search of cheap labor The Brit-
ish people will not stand for sub-stand-
ard wages which are being forced upon
them by United States firms: The Am-
erican employment policy in Britain is
like a cancer. We call upon all Ameri-
m trade unionists to help us in our

ggle for industrial freedom.
_ Superior Tube Company of Noris-
town, Pennsylvania, United Stites o
America, is our parent company
we ask you all to ““black” their pro-
ducts throughout the United States.

Any further information or dona-
tions can be sent to the addrefs of the
Strike Committee:

48 Stuart Road, Penny-com wick,
Plymouth, Devon, England,

Frank Clark

Vice-Chairman,
Fine Tubes Strike Commi

as possible; when necessary, they will be
abridged.
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" 2 We stand for:

* INTERNATIONAL SOCIALISM:
The displacement of deczying capital-
ism and bureaucratic  collectivism
(“Communism”) by a revolution from
below, controlled by the working class
and aimed at democratic rule over all
social institutions,

* WORKERS' POWER as the solu-
tion to America’s ever-deepening social

isis: rank-and-file committees in the
unions to struggle for democratic pow-
er and to fight where and when the
union leaders refuse to fight — inde-
pendent political action by workers’
organizations to fight for labor's
needs, in opposition to the Demo-
cratic and Republican businessmen’s
parties — toward a workers’ party to
fight for a workers’ gove‘[nmem.‘

* The LIBERATION OF ALL OP-
PRESSED GROUPS: independent or-
ganization of blacks and women to
fight discrimination — an end to all

“ racial and sexual oppression — the
uniting of separate struggles in a com-
mon fight to end human exploitation
and oppression, .

* WORLD-WIDE OPPOSITION TO
IMPERIALISM AND EXPLOITA-
TION: for the self'determination of
all peoples — for an end to U.S, dom-
ination of the world’s peoples in the
interests of corporate power — for
workers’ revolts against the bureau-
cratic-collectivist (so-called “Commun-
ist”) regimes — FOR WORKERS’
POWER EAST AND WEST TO
BUILD INTERNATIONAL SOCIAL-
ISM. =

Interested?

International Sociali
Third Floor

14131 Woodward Av
Highland Park, Michiga
48203

| would like more infori
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‘Workers’ Power

Blg Talk, Little Action =

Ron Flaherty

- CWA Convention

For all the people who say they don't
like CWA President Joe Bierne,-they sure
seemed to be under his thumb at the
convention in Kansas City. There wasn’t
a single vote against his re-election, al-

though a few people abstained from the .

voting. And everyone dutifully ap-
plauded his rah-rah speech, although
there wasn’t the kind of wild enthusi-
asm he was obviously after.
« The results of the secret strike vote
" were announced: the vote was more
than two to one in favor of authorizing
a strike. But for all his big talk, Beirne
offered no strategy to win this strike —
no ideas for making any better showing
than the fiasco we saw three years ago.
Two motions aimed - building for a
more effective strike were struck down
in parliamentary manoeuvres: one was
1o borrow $100 million to finance it,
another to form a committee to arrange
loans for striking workers. Neither
seemed important to Bejrne — he has
lots of money.in the bank.
It was a very short convention, only
three days in all, including one day of

R e e TN

On the eve of the Communications
Workers of America (CWA) Convention,
Western Electric workers in Local 9490
engaged in a preliminary skirmish with °
the company. The issue happened to
be the use of outside contractors, whose
riggers uncrated and loaded frames into
a phone company building ig Fresno,
but any number of other issues could
have touched off the strike.

Dissatisfaction and frustration had
grown among phone workers during
the two months that had passed with-
out a contract, national strike or pro-
gress in negotiations, Already there had
been a slowdown in San Francisco, a
slowdown for over a month in the San
Jose area, and resistance to compulsory
overtime in San Bruno.

In Fresno, workers of Western Elec-
tric, the manufacturing subsidy of
AT&T, refused to work with the frames
brought in by the contractor. The bos-
ses began suspending them one by one
for re'usmg to handle scab frames. As

a ult of the suspensions, 70 workers
Walked out of the building June 7.
The leadership of Local 9470 used

the opportunity to call 2000 workers
out on a one day work stoppage for the
last three hours of the day.
This giant local, which covers North-
ern California and Nevada, has local unit
. meetings: for example, there is a unit-in
“the San Francisco area. The 9490 lead-
ership is generally disliked and distrusted
by the rank and file. The leadership says
it opposed CWA National President
Bierne at the last convention, but has
been unable to produce any documents
to prove this, upon demand by the rank
and file. (At this past convention the

Bierne

workshops. For the thiv‘d straight year
the leadership ignored a vote takeri at a
previous convention to rotate seating

on the floor of the auditorium. When a
fight was made over this, a vote was taken
to rotate seating next year. Don’t hold
your breath.

Beirne gave a more political spéech
than in previous years, saying that big
business was taking over the executive
D s

vote for Bierne was unanimous).

The San Francisco unit of 9490 pas-
sed a list of demands, including the
right to strikg anytime, 30 hours work
for. 40 hours pay to end unemployment,
$1.50 per hour wage increase, and 24
hour union/parent controlled childcare
paid for by the company. But local
president Carr ignored them.

The 9490 leadership began to talk
strike two months before the June 8th
walkout. They are running scared of the
rank and file and wanted to prove them-

branch of the government. He added:
“It isn't just Nixon ~ Johnson and Ken
nedy did the same thm'g."

His only solution for this problem,
however, was to call for more support
to C.0.P.E. — the same crowd of politi-
cal marshmellows who supported Ken-
nedy and Johnson! He said labor
wouldn’t go for building its own politi-

selves. But once they called the strike
they were totally incapable of carrying
out the steps necessary to win it.

The leadership itself disappeared dur-

ing the strike. President Carr was in
New York for the negotiations. Acting
President Archaletta immidiately upon

" calling the strike took off for Sacram-

ento.
Although Western Electric workers
install equipment in phone company

[Continued on page 5]

cal party, bocause then “it would be in
a minority.” We have news for him:
seventy per cent of all Americans are
working peogle — that’s a majority.

The closcsgthmg to a highlight at the
convention was a speech by the visiting
head of the English Postal and Telephone
workers, Postal and Gommunication
workers fought a long and militant strike
earlier this year, though not without
some foot-dragging from this English
cousin of Joe Beirne,

Former CWA activist Bill Moultrie,
who lead a militant wildcat in.the mid-
west ten years ago, made his gnhual at-
tempt to attend the convention, and
the CWA goons kicked him out as usual.
This militant trade-unionist was apparent-
Iy much more of a threat to the union
lead. . s than representatives of the com-
pany, who sat in on all the sessions.

. The strike date was set for 6 a.m.

on July 14. Since Beirne has no idea of
how he's going to win it, commumca jon
workers will have to organize themsel
to fight, and to make Joe Beirne do the
job he’s paid to do.m

Ellingson

Kevin
Bradley
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