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Nixon's New Economic Policy inaug-
erates a long period of protracted struggle
for the labog movement. The Freeze on
wages, the devaluation of the dollar, and
the $8 billion giveaway to the corporations
are only the first steps in a general offen-
sive against the working class.

The government is passing the costs of
the social decay of American capitalism
onto the backs of workers. No ninety
day wonder is going to overcome the
sickness of the American economy, whose
false prosperity, while millions lingered
in poverty and on the welfare rolls, was
based on the permanent war economy
and the collapse of European capitalism
at the end of World War Two.
Permanent War Economy

The permanent war economy was the
only solution America found to stave
off or postpone dopfmion The ghastly
choice of decaying apitalism — between
war and depression — no longer exists;
America now has both at once.

The cost of the war and war prod-
uction average over $80 billion a year,
and the NEP calls for further increases
in the war budget. This enormous prod-
uction of the means of destruction is
essentially waste groduction contributing
to economic uiﬂlion, particularly. when
compared with the German and Japanese
economies whose small budgets allow for
greater reinvestment.

The permanent war economv has an
inborn tendency to inflation. The 200
giant corporations who receive the war
contracts have tight control over the
market and prices, allowing them to make
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super profits and to pass on their taxes
to the consumer. The free market is a
myth —monopoly capitalism has des-
troyed internal competition and is res-
ponsible for inflation.

P

providing needed social nrvien'and jobs
for all.
Competition v

In the wake of the Second World Wér,
US capitalism was healthy, precisely

Me

the er war budge

no longer provides full employment. The
shift to highly technical nuclear missiles,
away from conventional weapons, has
mpodwtjohsnunmtdmowubud-
get to The i
needs of the American people, not to
.speak of justice and world peace, requires
that the war in Vietnam be ended and
Mmopcfmunmwmthm
/G'Mtomufum-lmds—

cause all the other capitalist
in ruins. Without th
Western Europe and Japan, American
capitalism, it{ armies and dollar ruled
the world. Today American imperialism
is being rolled back — not just in the col-
onies, as in Vietnam, but also in the
advanced.industrial countries whose
markets are much more important.

As internafional trade has grown, so
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rebuilding the cities and the environment,

has international competition — from

Western Europe and Japan whose econ-
omies have been rebulit in the last 25
years under tight governmental control,

- and are more modern than American in-
dustry. The balance of forces on the
world market have changed — US cap-
italism can no longer single-handedly
dominate world economics. Inflation,
the war, the permanent war economy,
and monopoly super-profits are pricing
us goods out of world trade.

Just as American industry exported
its inflation to the rest of the world
through the build-up of $50 billion
American dollars in Europe and Japan,
it is now trying to export its balance of
payments and unemployment problems
by forcing a revaluation of the world
curredg-es‘ It is unlikely that the Eur-
opeans and Japanese will allow the US
to try to price them out of thé world
market without a fight.

The announced surcharge on imports,
while presu mably only temporary —
until the world has been black jacked
into revaluation — contains within it the
possibility‘af opening a new era of tariff
warfare whith may bring an internat-
ional trade depression. It is ripping
apart the stability of the entire world
capitalist system,,

Rationalization

Nixon’s NEP so far contains only
temporary measures. The administration
will soon come up with other proposals

" to rationalize the economy.

The new era of economic nationalism
will require greater regulation of the entir
economy by the capitalist state. The stat
will protect profits and be used as a club
in international competition. The model:
already exist in Europe and Japan.

The likelilood is for a new wave of
mergers to meet the pressures of the
international cartels and to
the enormous amounts of capital re-
quired for technological innovations.
The first target for future monopoliz-
ation will be in steel and aerospace
where even the giants are in sick shape.
There will be government protection
for this new increase in the power of
monopalies, justified by the compet-
ition of foreign monopolies.

This will mean freeing the corpor-
ations more and more from competition,
from any control except their own drive
for profits. 1t will mean an
_ability to raise profits and prices, to
enforce speed-up, to keep working-cl
living standards down.

[Continyed on page 5]
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The Wage Freezsy
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James Colembn:'

Nothing like it had been huni fov 20
years. Like Titans exch

i/
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Union, with 15,000 members on strike
inst West Coast shippers since July 1.

bolts from neighboring mountaintops,

The union President, Harry Bridges,

the rep: of labor, b and
government hurled smoking invective at
each other.

“Mr. Meany is out of touch with the
needs and desires of America’s working
men and women,” fumed Labor Secre-
tary James Hodgson.

“Apparently today’s economic poli-
cies are too comphcated for a plumber’s, o
Stone Age economics,” sneered Arch N.
Booth, Executive Vice President of the
US Chamber of Commerce.

Asked if he had protested Hodgson's
remark while meeting with him,/AFL-CIO
President Geéorge Meany shot back, “If
you have a problem with the landlord,
you don‘t discuss it with the janitor.”

Muffled for 20 years by “labor states-
manship,” the language of class conflict
crackled in Washington. The cause was
the unexpectedly defiant response, by
almost all of official labor, to President
Nixon’s New Economic Pt{lﬁ

Defiance

This defiance did not begin with the
AFL-CIO Executive Council: it rose up -
around them.

As the wage-price freeze took eﬂect
Nixon’s top labor mediator, J. Curtis
Counts, asked for a “voluntary” no-strike
pl . “We are not holding a club over

,”* Counts said virtuously. But when
asked how long the government would
wait for a union “voluntarily” to end a
strike, before using legal sanctions, Counts
answered, ““That would not be a long per-
iod.” ;

When Nixon announced the wage
freeze August 15, more than 150,000
workers were involved in over 360 strikes.
The first important direct defiance of the
no-strike plea came from the Internation-
al L h s and Wareh n's

or A
One-Day
Work
Stoppage

ar d he had sent a telegram to Pres-
ident Nixon saying the strike would con-
tinue “‘in full force.” The union would

fight infla ough “‘one hell of a good
wage increase,” Bridges said. Theonly
way his mem! would return to work,

he stated, was by voting to do sp. (But
he hedged on whether the union would
defy an injunction umkt the Taft-Hartley
Act) -
Senator Bob Pad:wood of Oregon, a
state whose shippers have felt the impact
of the strike, immediately called for an
injunction if the strike did not end.

In New York State, 38,000 members

of Local 1103, Communications Workers
of America, continued to strike after re-

. jecting the contract offered by the Bell

System and accepted by most CWA lo-
cals. Local HO! which sparked the ori-

ginal r , also ined
on strike. New York Wusnm union also
remained struck by the CWA.

In Michigan, 5,400 members of the
Utility Workers of America continued a
100-day strike against Consumers Power
Corporation. When the wage-price freeze

" 80,000 soft-coal miners expire, along with

those of 200,000 air and work-
ers fepresented by the United Auto Work-
ers and the International Association of
Machinists. The contracts of most of the
msllm‘lbnm both those
d by g and those
mm—umhw And

- after the 90 days, when some form of

economic gains — the fact remains that
for all his fire-snorting speechmaking,
Woodcock was the first leader of a top
union to announce that he would stop
strikes in progress to comply with the
ban,

A day later, Meany took a
stand. The AFL-CIO Wm
announced it would not comply vdm

wage d is expected to conti auto ummmumum
rkers and T s are due i i i due under con-
under existing contracts. mmnﬂh.

Only one union announced support
Woodcock's War for the freeze. The Teamsters described

Several days after the freeze began, the
non-compliance of the striking unions was
endorsed by labor’s top leaders.

President Le d Woodcock of the
United Auto Workers, after an emergency
imeeting of the UAW Executive Board, is-
medasnmmmmumvmomym
under present UAW contracts were stopped
by an extension of the freeze, the UAW

would consider the contracts vw
terminate them. (The UAW's

tracts call for a 13.6¢ wage increase on

November 22, 10 days the 90-day
freeze expires, and 174 in cost-of-
living in December.' More than 50 UAW
lodstlnowmolvdmloulsmkn)

was first an ,a y repr
tative had ily offered to let the wor-
kers resu under. the expired con-
tract. On 18, the Local President
!eiectndﬁnoﬂet.

And in California, 50,000 construction
workers in the Teamsters Union contin-
ued a strike against Northern California
construction sites.

A week after the freeze began, none
of the important strikes had ended, al-
thocdroneormomallloalshadm
back to work.

These defiant unions were fighting not
only for their own members, but indirect-
ly, for other workers as well. During the
M:of!he%inue the contracts of

“As far as | am concerned, Nixon can
end the damned freeze right now!”

The most courageous proposal for op-
posing the wage-price freeze which has
yet come from the gfficial union leader-
ship was made by Myra Wolfgang, Inter-
national Vice-President of the Hotel and
Restaurant Workers Employees Union,
in a statement August 17. Rejecting
compliance with the freeze, Wolfgang
proposed a one-day National Work Stop-
page with a massive demonstration in
Washington on Labor Day to demand
an end to the freeze.

If the freeze was “voluntary,” Wolf-
gang snapped, “‘we’re not volunteering.”

W » d.short of promising
strike action. He called for mobilizing
the entire labor movemerit against the
freeze, and intoned, “If the Nixon Admin-
istration wants war, we'll give them war!”

Behind these phrases, his actual pro-
posals were quite tame. He announced
that the UAW would file suit to “test the
legality” of the freeze. Does he really
imagine that the courts will go against
the US government on an issue of this
magnitude?

In addition, Woodcock d
that he would call off any of the 57 cur-
rent local strikes which are “for purely

*economic gains.” "Although this is a tricky

formula — very few strikes are for purely

Backing up her words with actions,
Wolfgang is now leading a strike of
workers at Detroit’s Belle Isle Casino
to win a negotiated wage increase not

allowed by the freeze.

This is the kind of opposition which
is needed to Nixon's freeze — opposi-
nmboﬁlnﬂnmmdmumty
in the streets of Washington.

The Imema(ional Socialists endorse
Myra Wolfgang’s call for a National
Work Stoppage and demonstration in
Washington. We urge all militants to
fight for its swift passage in unions
throughbut the country. )

<

the freeze as a ““bold mbasure,” pledging
that they would “cooperate fully.” The

piously proclaimed "Nof*
sponsible union would strike to eompd N
an employer to violate the law.”

Thus with one stroke the Internation-
al prepared to undercut the 50,000 Team-

brothers and sisters striking in Cali-
ornia. The only dissent contained in the
statement was a request that the Admin-
istration allow strikes over non-economic
questions.

With this ption, the labor b
cracy presented a united front in opposi-
tion to the freeze. And as nothing else
could have, this opposition cemented,
least for the moment, the loyalty of the
rank and file to this bureaucracy.

AFL-CIO officials reported “tremen-
dous unanimity” in support of Meany in
letters and telegrams from union mernbers.
Nixon’s hopes to appeal to the ranks over
. Meany’s head had backfired, and it was
one of the more serious miscalculations
of Nixon’s calculating career.

Indeed, awareness of the mood of the
rankg largely explained the bureaucrats’
response. Last year, for example, UAW
members struck for 67 days against Gen-
eral Motors, winning little uw:%z:
living — which they are now to be
Woodcock knew that to endorse the freeze

4
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Harry Bridges

[Continued from page 3]

would bring rumblings from below, as well

as possible challenges to his leadership
from within the bureaucracy.

The united opposition of the bureau-
cracy was the most impressive display of
courage this fossilized leadership has of-
fered since the days following World War
1, But behind this display were ominous
signs.

On August 21, Meany announced ~_~
plans to fight the freeze through court
challenges (as Woodcock had proposed).
Although this would be all right if linked
with mass actions such as the proposed
one-day national strike and Washington
demonstration, it was more likely that
the bureaucrats would use the court chal-
lenges as a substitute for mass action.

For the long run, too, the signs were

Sia ol

are angling toward an accomodation with
Nixon.

Labor’s leaders do oppose the present
freeze, which denies gains fought for and
already won. But, they say, they will ac-

cept a wagé-price policy whjich involves

“equality of sacrifice.” Thus the Team-
sters, in supporting Nixon, found space
to complain: “The authority granted the
President...does not extend itself to the
areas of profits, dividends, and interest.
This is a legislative omission that should
be corrected immediately.”

“Equality of sacrifice” itself is a far
cry from the stand taken by Woodcock’s
own union, the UAW, 25 years ago. Then,
it struck for 113 days against GM deman-
ding “wage increases without price in-
creases’ (see Workers' Power no. 22).
The logic was simple: working people
have too little money and should have

Leonard Woodcock

disturbing. In the same speech
ing his challenge to “war,” Woodcock
called for the establishment, in place of
‘the freeze, of a “wage-price stabilization
board,” with legal power to dontrol wages
and compel capital and labor to “justify”
increases. Meany, too, has been on re-
cord for several years as favoring such a
board, -

Labor’s leaders favor wage-price hoards
in which wage boosts would be negotia-
ted with governmental authority (hope-
fully, authority which would favor them)
- re}ieving them of the more difficult
task/ of leading militant, costly strikes.

But according to.most accounts, such
a wage-price board, in which wage boosts
would be tied to increases in productivity,
is exactly what Nixon favors as a long- -
term policy.

Thus, behind the tough stand, Wood-
cock, Meany, and the AFL-CIO leaders

New York telephone workers

more — but the same is not true of the
corporations. There should not be “equal-
ity of sacrifice.”

. This logic is no less valid today. Myra
Wolfgang of the Hotel and Restaurant
Employees made- this point when she
noted that most of her members receive
only the minimum wage of $1.60 an hour,
63¢ less than'the Federally defined pov-
erty level. "It just seems incredible to me
that anvoy/is seriously-going to say you
can’t raise/ someone’s wages who's getting
$1.60 an’hour,” Wolfgang said.

Bothi the wage freeze and long-term
“productivity deals” are reactionary, first"
of all because they attempt to solidify in-
equality and back it up by law.

" as the T
ment assumed. The very purpose of the
freeze-is to raisé profits. The inequities

of the program cannot be fought without
fighting against wage-price control alto-
gether.

For this reason, the Wall Street Jour-
nal commented, “To ask for enforcement
machiner...that could guarantee true equal-
ity of sacrifice for all Americans sets an
impossible condition.” -

Acceptance of “equality of sacrifice”
by the labor bureaucfats reflects a deeper

® attitude — acceptance of the present dis-

tributionvof income (with a few revisions).
They have given up the fight to radically
raise labor’s place in society.

The bureaucrats car® be expected to
cooperate in the wage-price boards when -
they are finally set up. Their argument
wil| be, “This way at least we have a voice.”
But what is “a voice”” worth when it means
giving up labor’s independence and taking /

responsibility for the work of the wage-
price boards? Militants should demand:
NO PARTICIPATION BY LABOR ON

WAGE-PRICE BOARDS — NO WAGE
RESTFQINTS — NO PRODUCTIVITY

DEALS.
Democratic Dagger .

Instead of fighting the New Economic
Policy with the massed power of labor
at the place of production, the jong-run

_ strategy of the bureaucracy will be to

seek to influence the wage boards from
the inside While working through the elec-

- tions to try to win an Administration fav-

orable to labor.

The American Federation of Teachers
has already announced, at the conclusion
of its convention in Sanl Francisco this
month, that it will seek to raise a $1 mil-
lion “war chest” to defeat Nixon next
year. Officially, tiis $1 million will be
non-partisan, going to whichever candi-
date “‘promises to be most favorable to
education.”

It’s a foregone conclusion; however,
that this will mean supporting the Demo-
cratic candidate. We can expect a mass-
ive effort by the whole leadership of labor
to deliver the labor vote to the Democrats
in 1972, ;

But the Democrats too favor wage-price

" controls — in fact, they called for them
long before Nixon would even consider
them. In his speech to the UAW denoun-
cing the freeze, Woodcock poigted out,
perfectly accurately, that “Mr, Nixon's
hand wielded the dagger, but the dagger
'was put there by the leading Democrats
in Congress, who advocated a law to put
in the restraints.”

Yet every election year the UAW's
newspaper, Solidarity, calls for.a vote for
the Democrats as “pro-labor,” What will

“Frank Fitzsimmons

Woodcock tell his bers now? Vote
Republican — for the wielders of the dag-
ger? Vote Democratic — for the suppli-
ers of the dagger?

On August 21, the Democrats predic-
tably took a position designed to harvest
the labor vote. Echoing the “equality of
sacrifice” line of Meany, the Democratic
National Committee supported long-term
wage-price controls while criticizing the
* “pro-business" aspects of the program,

But the Democrats cannot fight for a
wage-price control policy which controls
profits. Nor can they oppose the gearing
qf wage increases to productivity, limita-
tions on the right to strike, etc.

It is not just that they have supported
these policies in the past’ The Democrats
are committed, no less than the Republi-
cans, to the welfare of American capital-
ism, panicularly in its competition with

¥

Western Europe and Japan whose econ- .

Stvane .y

West Coast dc}k striker

capitalist rivals abroad.

Now, when the US is no lofger the su-
preme capitalist power, this competition
requires wage controls, speedup to increase
productivity, limitations on the right to
strike, etc. As competition makes profits
harder to come by, more of the profits
must be taken out of the workers’ skid\

This is the meaning of the New Eco-
nomic Policy. And therefore, no party
which bases its policies on the internation-
al interests of US capitalism can truly op-
pose this exploitation. And the Demo-
crats like the Republicans are such a party,

For a Workers’ Party

Real opposition could only be carried \
out by a party which was not committed \
first of all to the interests of capitalism,
but which placed the needs of working
people and oppressed minorities first. And

other words, an independent party of the
working class. =
Such a party cannot be built overnight.
But the fight for it can begin now.
Unions, or rank and file organizations,
} can begin the process by entering candi- _____|
dates in specific races — working class can-
didates who would oppose the anti-labor
Democratic and Republican parties, who
would fight for labor’s interest, who would
not just make campaign speeches but.
would also help defend and organize the
struggles and strikes against the wage freeze,
the wage-price boards, and the productiv-
ity deals which are bound to occur in the
future ~ and who would put forward a
bold program to solve the economic crisis
_ in labor’s interest,
That is the logic of Woodcock's speech,
though Woodcock himself cannot Q\if.;

George Meany
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Editorial

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2

To this we reply with the working-class
nswer — cantrolpro*xs not wages; and
vhere the monopolies are impossible to
:ontrol, nationalize them under the
‘ontrol of the workers.

The capitalist state has no intention
»f fighting the real causes of the economic
wrisis. Instead, it plans to make the work-
ng class pay for the crisis. -

The wage freeze may be extended. But
t cannot be maintained for long without
isking an explosion in the working class.
The next step will be to introduce more
rermanent forms of wage restraint through
ncomes policy, wage review boards and
ieing wages to productivity.

Wages will be kept down, and the whip
f the speed-up will be cracked; capital’s
nterest will be called “the national inter-
st”. To enforce compliance with this
lew “patriotism”, new antidabor legis-
ation will be required to further res-
rict the right to strike, probably in-
{uding forms of compulsory arbitration
vhich take the right to vote on contracts
way from the ranks.

fight Back

A whole offensive against the working
lass will have to be launched by the gov
rnment to break the wili of the ranks to
ight back. To meet the capitalist and
tate offensive the working class must
ight as militantly as workers in France,
taly, Poland, and Britain have in the
st 3 years against similar offensives
gainst them.

The union leaders have started to talk
ough. So far they have had no choice
ecause of the blatant class nahue of

The Freeze and the Poor

Aﬁ'\erican labor leaders have been quick
o point out that Nixon's new economic
iackage discriminates against workers in
avor of big business. However, the pro-

ram is also discriminatory in another sense.

Some workers will be hurt more than
ithers. Hardest hit will be those on the
owers levels of the economic ladder — the
ninorities, including blacks, Chicanos, and
‘uerto Ricans; and also women. :

The new policy freezes all wages at cur-
entlevels. Thus it maintains the discrimi-
)ation that already exists, where average
s and women are at best

oreover, plans are now being made
or the establishment of wage stabiliza-
ion boards, such as already exist in con-
itruction, which would repiace the “tem-
yorary” freeze. Since such boards would
e aimed at restraining wage increases in
‘he futtire, they would make it more dif-
ficult, if not impossible, for the lowest-
said sections of the working class ever to
satch up with the rest.

The cutbacks and postponements of
Federal programs, as well as the layoffs
of 5 percent of government employees,
will also hit these sections hardest. It is
not the arms budget which will be reduced,

i

Nixon’s policies, which are all pro-bus-
iness and anti-labor. If they make good
any of their threats, socialists and mil-
itants must push for the whole labor
movement to back their fight.

But even as the union leaders talk
tough, they are already planning con-
cessions. *After all, Meany and his cot-
erie had been calling for wage and price
controls long before Nixon dared to
think of them.

Already the union bureaucrats are
tying labor’s behind its back
by saying they wijl accept wage-price
review boards. return for collaboration
between the state and union bureaucracy,
which Nixon has so far been ungmacious
enough not to grant, they are willingsto
give up the fight. '

The AFL-CIO bureaucracy is going
to be plunking hard for a Democratic
administration in 1972, an administration
which will throw them a bone, putting
a few-union bureaucrats on the wage
review boards, while all the meat and
gravy is reserved for the corporations,
But the Democratic Party is no ally in
this fight. The “liberal” Democrats
have been the worst in blaming the in-
flation on workers, and calling for wage
controls.

Whatever minor concessions it makes
to its union bureaucrat supporters, the

/
but those(social programs which are most
needed by the poor in this country.

The abandonment of Federal revenue
sharing will place further economic hard-
ships on the cities and on the black pop-
ulations in them, It is the lowest senior-
ity workers, &er%elmingly blacks and
women, who will be the first fired from
government jobs.

Blacks must continue their ongoing
struggles against ragism. In order to do
this, they will be forced to fight against
all these aspects of the Nixon policy, and
therefore, to take up the struggle for the
entire working class against this latest
attack by the Nixon Administration.

The black liberation movement has
helped encourage a rapid rise of militan-
cy among black workers iri their struggles
against the racist policies of the employ-
ers and the state. Thi¢ militancy and will-
|ngness to struggle has often made it poss-
ible for black workers to play a leading
role in the fights of broader sections of
the working class — as occurred during
the postal workers’ wildcats last year.
Now, black workers must again play
such a leadership role in the struggle
against this latest attack on the entire
labor movement. m

Democratic Party is tied to the same
concerns of the capitalist system which
required Nixon’s policies as its only sol-
ution to the crisis. ywm is required is an
independent party of the labor

sure there is an effective worklng class
defense and counter-attack.

Rank and file caucuses must be,
organized to make sure the unions
fight effectively, to fight where and
when the bureaucracy refuses to fight
or makes ions or capi
and to fight to take over the umons
and transform them into democratic
vehicles for miilitant struggle against the

. corporate offensive. To do so they must

arm themselves with a program to
meet the new tasks of the labor move-

© ment.

We propose th\ following as labor’s
program to fight the.government offensive:

1. No compliance with the wage freeze -
for a one day national work stoppage and
massive demonstrations to roll back the -
freeze.

2. Payment of all
der contracts,

increases un-
by strike action

normdwno«pmgtfnnndsofmm
porations, which can advance a working
class solution to the crisis.

-~

Suggestions have already been made
for first steps to fight the government
and capitalist offensive. Myra Wolfgang,
Vice President of the Hotel and Restaur-
ant Workers Union, had the courage to
call for a national one day work stoppage,
and for a labor March on Washington.
The Michigan AFL-CIO has endorsed
this call, as have some local unions.

We support this bold first stgp. Union:
ists must raise this call in every factory,
office and union, pushing for a united
fight on the part of the whole labor
movement.

The power of all the unions, of the
whole working class, must be brought to
bear against this attack which is a class-
wide attack on the whole labor move-
ment. Any union threatened with san-
ctions must be defended by all unions.

It is the rank and file of the labor
movement who will feel the speed-up
and decline in wages. The ranks
launch a powerful movement to make

if ¥
3. United labor action to back unions
- d with seneil ;

4. Unlimited right to strike.

" B, Nolubupuﬂdpoﬂmonw
price | boards — no p Y
deals.

We propose the following as a program
for labor to solvnhcoemomlceﬂm;)\
1. Control prices and profits, not
wages — Nationalize the inflation prod-
ucing polies under workers’ control.
- 2. Jobs for all at a union wage —

30 hours work for 40 hours pay.

3. Convert the war sconomy to
rebuild the cities.

4. Immediate withdrawal from
Vietnam — Withdraw all troops from
foreign countries — No trade or tar- 5
iff wars. ; ;

6. Oppose the anti-labor Democratic
and Republican Parties — Independent
political action by labor in labor’s inter-

— For a political party of the working

ass.

6. Build rank and file organizations
to fight for this program and to make
the unions serve the workers’ needs. m

Michael Stewart
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/

Calling for a new period of peace and
prosperity, and proclaiming that Ameri-

really a fraud. The $5,000 fines that
b.ck up the Administration’s reliance

ca’s best days were still ahead, Presid
thlmmkmhhmhuu»
nomic “revol d a dis-
uhqformmhn. The Presi-

dent’s New Economic Policy, despite the

lofty | age used to i duce it, is in
fact a radically m'&mm to solve the
nation’s economic problems at the ex-
pense of the American working class.
Prompted by the latest round of at-
tacks on the dollar by European banks,
and by the announced deficTt in the US
balance of trade, Nixon’s new program
is a response to the failure of his previous

economic strategies to cope with the crisis.

Long-term attack

Rather than being temporary, the new
policy is just the beginning of a long-term
attack on workers’ standard of living and
the labor movement's ability to fight for
a better deal. d

Let’s examine what Nixon's economic
package means:

* Wage-Price Controls. Wage controls
are the most direct attack on labor. Wor-
kers who are now negotiating for raises,
and those who have already won raises
to take effect in the next three months,
will fose their gains if Nixon's plan holds

The first 90 days are only the begin-
ning. Raises postponed won’t be allowed
to take effect retroactively, and new poli-
cies will be developed to restrain wages
in the future. This is all proclaimed in
the name of helping the American wor-
lm to "moﬁhhdmll where wa-
* .ges have been M prices in an upward
spiral. It does this, however, by making
him crawl.

To reinforce this point, the Admini-
stration has threatened to ban all strikes.
Such a ban could become permanent if
new boards are set up to restrain wages.

Price controls, on the other hand, are

on Yy i would have fit-
doeﬂmwmwmm
to raise their prices. A weak enforce-
ment procedure is called for. The main
burden of enforcement is placed on pub-
lic opinion.

Already, the New York landlords’ as-
sociation (and others in scattered cities)
has announced that it will not be bound
by the Admini s s ¥ ot
ooutrols. Enn if mnpor fomnlpnanm
are di

es from sellmg lmdler or Iowar quality
products as the same prices. (In another
gambit, it was reported in Detroit that
some equipment slated to be standard on
(1972 cars might be reclassified as “op-
tional,” allowing the firms to charge ex-
tra for these items.)

Nothing prevents busi , either,
from cutting unit costs through speedup
— ingeed, this is encouraged, since one
aim of the policy is to increase produc-

Walter Daum

tivity.

For the moment, business is mainly
cooperating. The big capitalist firms
have announced that they will freeze
prices for the 90 days. And why should-
n‘t they? There are so many give-
to them in other parts of the
that they stand to make super-profits
anyway. Basically, the program against
inflation is for benefit.

mmdwm
d by the reaction of the
stock market to Nixon’s announcement.

* Federal Spending Cuts. In this sec-
ond part of Nixon's program, the $4.7
billion to be cut will come from programs
like health, housing, and transportation.
The massive arms budget — which is one
major cause of the economic crisis — will
9o up. Defense Secretary Laird promised

VOLKSWAGENS ON CALIFORNIA DOCK

-

Winrtnrn Eirana and laman ol hann nann.

‘an $80 billion defense budget for next

year, the level reached at the height of
the Vietnam war. g

Nixon also announced a 5 percent cut
in the number of Federal employees. -
Throwing 150,000 people out of work
is hardly-a cure for unemployment.

* Tax Cuts. The “job creating” invest-
ment tax incentives will create nothing in
the short run except lower taxes for busi- ,

“nesses. The tax credit is subtracted from

taxes, not from taxable profits, so it's
much higher than the announced 10 per-
cent. The tax breaks may induce business
to more on new plant and equip-
ment, the US economy is already run-
ning at 27 percent less than full capacity.

The problem is the inefficiency and
backwardness of American industry —
outside of the armaments sector — in com-
parison with the Europeans and Japanese,
Because American wages are higher than
elsewhere, né% investment designed to in-
crease efficies means an attempt to pro-
duce more with less labor. Hence, in the
long run, fewer jobs. :

The proposed inc inp | in-
come tax exemptions is a tiny one — an
average of $50 less in Federal taxes for
a worker with three dependents. (State
and local taxes are uncontrolled, and are
rising.) It’s.a poor compensation for the
wage freeze.

* International Policy Here the Ad-
ministration is maneuvering to restore
the US’s competitive position, which has
been severely damaged by massive mili-
tary spending and the loss of markets to
a revitalized Europe and Japan. Nixon's
declaration that the dollar would no long-
ér be eomombh to gold does away with
the international monetary structure that

"~ has been in effect since World War II.

Nixon hopes to devalue the dollar by
encouraging foreign currencies to up their
value. This will make US goods more com-
petitive, but will also hurt the standard of
living of US workers, since all the i impor;
ted goods you buy will cost more.

The 10 percent surcharge imposed on
Mvmponpdooodnnddndublack
mail to force the other countries to re-
value their currencies, and is particularly
aimed at the Japanese yen. Whether or

not it succeeds in forcing revaluatien;
the use of such a device could lead other
countries to retaliate, resulting in a trade

and tariff war with the world carved up
into protectionist blocks.

Losing Game

Since coming into office, the Admini-
stration has been desperately searching
for a successful economic strategy. Nix-
on has already tried two “game plans”
for the economy, and both have been
losers. The combination of inflation, un-

=Y and M 2l
-k ety et sl
isn’t supposed to happen undeér capital-
ism, but that’s precisely what we’ve got.

igned to stop

ployment, and moderate its
l"heplnnwnrkoduptoa
ded in

GmuNmmal Produc:wnnmoﬁ%-for

the first time in over a decade, and many
more people lost their jobs. But jnfla-
tion — the target of the strategy - was
hardly touched. L
Inflation remained high chiefly be-
Cause powerful corporations were in a
position to boost their prices to make up

WORKERS' POWER
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_ for the lower volume of production, and
because workers insisted on keeping up
with the cost of living after years of no
improvement in_real wages. So the first
plan was discarded at the end of last year.

Game Plan # 2 called for rapid expan-
sion of the economy, the reverse of # 1.
The idea was now to reduce unemploy-
ment and 1o raise productivity without

lating further infl
that hlﬂm output would convince busi-
nessmen not to keep raising their prices.

But that failed too. In May, an earlier
run on the dolld®was prompted by the

Iowennﬁ of interest rates in the US, which

drove speculators’ funds abroad. The up-
turn in inflation rates and the large Fed-
eral budget deficit frightened the Admin-
istration — and so the expansionist poli-
cies were dropped. 2

Treasury Secretary Connaly announ-
ced that there would be no more
thought of additional government pro-
grams to produce jobs. Connaly claimed
that inflation was the primary goal, and
that a high level of unemployment
would have tg be tolerated.

So the Administration was back where
it started, one recession and two game
plans later,

Workers Must Pay

When the balance of payments hit a

new low in mid-August, a radically new
' plan became inevitable. The old econom-
ics which relied solely on monetary and
fiscal policies had to be supplemented by
a new program. which relied on more di-
rect intervention by tho nm to eormol
wages and defend cap

ally.

Although the devaluation, of the dol-
lar would make US goods more competi-
tive in the short run, this was only a tem-
porary effect. In the long run, the com-
petitiveness of US goods could only be
assured if wages were kept from rising,
and if productivity were increased — part-
ly through more efficient use of techno-
logy, but largely through more intensive
work, that is, through s up.

Thus, the inequity of Nixon's program,

on which critics have focused rather than
opposing the program as a whole, is not
an accident, but essential to it. -

. While Nixon will never succeegd in uni-
ting the American people, his new plan
has succeeded in uniting Republicans,
Democrats, and the business establish-

nt. While they may differ over aspects
zethe New Economic Policy, they are all
agreed that it is workers who must be
made to pay for this country’s economic
crisis.m

Stock Market boom

A

It was hdped

Before Nixon introduced his New Ec-

onomic Rolicy, most labor leaders, inclu-
ding ge Meany, were in favor of wage-
price controls. Many working people were
for them too, on the grounds that some-
thing had to be done about inflation.

Of course, labor insisted on “equitable”

controls that would control businesses as
well as workers. And now that Nixon's
policies are clear, a number of labor lea-
ders have declared opposition.

But labor should have been aware that
wage-price controls can 't work in its fa-
vor. They're not designed to, and they
never have. Controls can only worsen the
financial position of workers and their
families, and they restrict workers’ rights
to fight back in their own defense.

First of all, wage-price controls only

- control workers’ incomes, and not the

profits, dividends, interest, and capital
gains that make up the incomes of the
wealthy. Nixon's pious appeal to busi-
nesses to control dividends voluntarily
conceals the fact that dividends are only
a partof business profits, which include
capital gains as well.

Profit Boost:

Controll on wages not only don’t con-
trplproﬂu they do just the opposite.
Every dollar taken from wages goes to
profits, so wage controls ensure that pro-
fits go up at the expense of wages.

Nor will price controls do the job of
fighting inflation. The real cause of in-
flation is the Permanent Arms Economy
that American business has depended
upon since World War 11, ;

Federal spending on “defense” con-
tracts, and the dominant corporations’ >
“ability to'make high prices stick, are re-
sponsible for the high cost of living. Be-
cause the arms budget is unable to pro-
vide enough jobs, and because capitalism
refuses to spend enough money for social
needs such as education, health, and mass
transportation, we are faced with moun-
ting unernp(oymem and a serious social
crisis.

Behind labor’s acceptance of the idea
of wage-price dontrols are two misunder-
standings. One is that rising wages are
the cause of inflation, and the second is
that the government can be trusted to
administer controls objectively and im-
partially.

We have often been told that labor is

to blame for inflationary wage settlements.

True, hourly wages have gone up — but
they have not kept pace with prices. Ac-

/

cording to government statistics, since
1965 average real wages (taking into ac-

count the loss of purchasing power per
dollar) have increased only slightly if at

all, while taxes have gone up and reduced
take-home pay even further.

Organized workers age hardly wum
for inflation. They have been struggling
to keep up with it, and unorganized wor-
kers have fallen far behind.

Simple-minded

The government’s fairness in adminis-
tering economic controls has been tested
before. During World War 11 WWU La
bor Bodrd “'sek 1o it
prmtonnnnmmmmonud
manufacturing wages, while corporate
profits went up almost 10 times

George Meany, who the AFL
representative on the War Labor Board,
wrote in 1944:

“Is there in America who resl-
ly believes that the cost of living has been
controlled by the government in the lest
two years? Is there anyone so simple-

George P,
Shultz, Nixon's
Director of the
Office of Man-
agement and
Budget, discuss-
es New Econom-
ic Policy with
AFL-CIO Ex-
ecutive Council

Controls

;\rthur Ryrﬁer

minded as to believe that price control
nnmwmmmbolﬂ#ww
American workers?”

Today, mnmm«mm
It seems easy to believe, even if this Ad- -
ministration is biatantly anti-labor, that
anothier one would be pré-labor, and ad-
minister WMbawl&w
or at least a fairer, fashion,

‘But in fac, it s the competition now

_ faced by US goods, in a world market the

of US capitalism must do the same.

The AFL-CIO Executive Board's call
for wage-pricé"controls under “equality
of sacrifice” contributed to this latest
attack on labor. Equality of anything is
a myth in this country, “sacrifice” above
all. The labor movernent has a
expect this minimal understanding from
its leaders.m
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Af ter”

Petgr H|t hcoc

"As Czechosl hes the
third anniversary of it: Imuion by Mr.
Brezhnev’s tanks, Stalin must be tick-
ling himself with delight in his grave

ath the Kremlin wall.

The trumped-up confessions of the
purge trials of the 1930s have now been
matched by the extraordinary sight of
the Czechoslovak Communist Party
Congress solemnly thanking the Warsaw
Pact for invading the country in August
1968. In all-the long history of Stalinism

~ and neo-Stalinism this must be one of
the sickest cases of a subordinate party .
feeding the hand that bites it.

R.S.V.P
In the days immediately after the

invasion, Glistav Husak said publicly
. that suggestion in Pravda that the
RusSians had been “invited" in to save

socialism was nonsense. None of the
party’s leading organs had ever issued
such an invitation.

Now he agrees with the Russians’
official line that the invasion was “by
invitation” and “‘an act of internation-
al solidarity” which staved off a coun-
ter revolution.

During the same traumatic post-
invasion period Husak also said that
if Dubcek went he would go: too Now
he is celeb g the d
sary of his own dismmil of Dubcek

from the top party job and accusing
him of leading the party into a counter
revolutionary situation.

Gro ’sque though it all is, it has to
be adnjitted that much of this was pre-
dictable from the moment the tanks
rolled in.

On ‘the night of the invasion the
Dubcek leadership condemned the in-
vasion but gave orders that there should
be no armed resistance. Probably the
decision was wise, because in the short
period that the Dubcek reform move-
ment was on, there has been no attempt
to mobilise workers for such an even-
tuality,

It was only after the invasion that
working-class forces were able to achieve
their first victories and start building
alliances among themselves and with
outside groups like students,

During the autumn and winter of
1968 and right up to the next summer,
workers went on illegal protest strikes
in a surprising numyer of factories.

But by then it was too late and the
Russian-backed Husak regime brought in
a series of so-called emergency laws, which
are still in force; to allow for preventive
detention and severe punishment for even
the mildest form of resistance activity. .

The recent trial of 19 young marxist
revolutionaries, the first mass trial since

. abandoned in 1968)

the invasion, has served notice that the
regime will not tolerate any dissent.
Dissent that comes from within a marxist
tradition is seen as the most dangerous
form of all. :

A complete purge has taken place in
the Gommunist Party, with almost
500,008, members now having been
dropped. In.the trade unions, in faf:t-
ory management, in schools and univ-
ersities people have been subjected to
questioning and told to agree that the
invasion was justified. Otherwise they
lose their jobs.

Thousands of workers have resigned .
from the party rather than submit to this
process,

The party, a so-called workers’ party,
now finds that only 26 per cent of its
members are workers. |ts average age
is47.

The whole trade union movement has
been purged from top to bottom. Its
new head is Mr.¢Karel Hoffman whose
main qualification for telling workers
what to do is that he used to be Min-
ister of Information (i.e. head of the
police forces) under the ultra-Stalinist
former president Antonin Novotny.

Novotny himself is now reported to
‘have been re-admitted to the party after
being suspended during the Dubcek
period. Other men who have been res-
tored to party favor this month include
the chief prosecutor in the notorious *
Slansky trial in 1952, as well as men
responsible for Husak’s own trial in
1954, .

“Vietnamization”

Not surprisingly, the whole process
has been called a “successful Vietnam-
isation”. The Russians sent in an army .
of haif a million, and within three years
have so effectively built up a local puppet
regime that all but 80,000 of their forces
have now been withdrawn, N

The elite they have installed in power
is using the classic techniques of divide
and rule plus fierce repression of di %

The old Novotny policy of rately
making workers suspicious of inteflect-
uals and vice versa (which was largely
s been restored,
The Dubcek movement is now bnnded
as the machinations of an intell
Prague-based elite, ...

But the charge comes inappropriately
from an old Stalinist elite which has far
less of a working-class following than
its predecessors.

Two factors have made the process
easier to achieve for the Russians than
the Americans have found things in
Vi . One is Czechoslovakia’s
geographical position, caught on the
frontier between the two rival Warsaw

‘Pact and NATO empires.

Until 1968 Czechoslovakia was in
an abnormal situation. So tight was

internal control that the Stalinists in -
Moscow saw no need to place their own
troops in the country. It was the only
Warsaw Pact country, apart from Ry-
mania, that had no Russian garrisons,

It was not for nothing that in 1968
the Dubcek leadership desperately
sought to get the Russians to agree that
Czech forces were still adequate to
defend the Warsaw Pact’s western
flank. .

But NATO made it easier for the Russ-
ians to argue that Czechoslovakia was
at risk from American imperialism and
that Russian troops would have to be
brought in. \

Unchanged Melody

The second reason for the comparative.
ly rapid success with which Moscow has
brought Czechoslovakia under its con-
trol goes back to the original nature of
the Stalinist sy:teﬂ& In 1968 the coun-
try enjoyed barely gight months in which
to loosen some of the chains of cen-
trally-controlled bureaucracy. :

There was time only to make a few

* changes — a freer press, greater frank-

ness from the top leadership, a few
experiments in some factories to
elect workers’ councils.

But there was no upheaval in the soc-
ial structure and no challenge to
nocratic control of the economy, It
was not surprising that when the Russians
intervened they found the original bur-

- eaucratic machine still largely intact and

able to be put back into motion.

The surprising thing is that it took
them so relatively long, almost three
years, before full control could be re-
stored. But there is no denying now vm
that has been achieved.

The remarkable strikes of 1969 have
now given way to random, individual
protests. Absenteeism, which always
was a problem, has reached new heights.

Pilfering from public enterprises is on
the increase. Skilled workers increasingly
reserve their energy for private work done
after normal hours, infor example car
repairing, plumbing, small-scale house-
building.

Workers could hardly feel a more
complete alienation from what Husak
laughingly calls “ socialist construction”
but which everyone knows is work done
for a repressive elite propped up by a
foreign power.

People escape into their private lives.
They earn a living as best they can in the

_ primitive jungle of petty private enter-

prise that has grown up in the loopholes
of the official centralised economy.

And when they hear Dr. Husak claim-
ing that Czechs and Slovaks have never
had it so good, they retch.m

[Peter Hitchoock is a member of the
British International Socialists]

Husak and Svoboda_ with Russian leaders
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British

Terrorism
In Belfast

[A special analysis by Paul Foot,
Brian Trench, Jimmy Grealy, and Chris
Harman, excerpted from Socialist Work-
ér, the British International Socialist
weekly, August 21, 1971.]

' The most savage terrorism of all, that
of the British army, is on the loose in
Belfast. All pretence that Northern ln-
land is a democracy has been cast aside.

Men have been imprisoned without
charge or trial. Many may be held there
for years. The few who have been re-
leased tell of torture practised by the
British army and the Northern Ireland
police.

In the streets a score or more of people
have been killed, most of them from the
nationalist section of the population. Al-
ready, thousands of people are streaming
in terror out of Belfast into primitive re-
fugee camps in Southern Ireland.

Who is Guilty? —

The British government claims that it
has had to introduce internment — im-
prisonment without trial — in order to

““clear out the murderers.” The British
press has backed up Heath and Maud-
ling by continual talk of “terrorists.”

Most of the killing, however, has been

/carried out not by the IRA, but by the
British army and the bigoted thugs in
the Orange Order. The present arrests
have nothing to do with stopping vio-
lence. Leaders of both wings of the
IRA have repeatedly made it clear that

loathing for Catholics araong the Prot-

estant working class, the big landowners
industrialists and their British backers
have clung to popular support,
Protestants have been given mar-
ginal privileges to distract them from
unemployment and slum housing.

" They fave been organised into bodies
like the Oghnge Order, which every few
* years la es murderous attacks upon -

Catholic areas.
Two years ago the vash govern-

-
ment was forced to introduce reforms

designed, it was claimed, to end dis-
crimination against Catholics. It
doing so, it undermined the foun-
dation of rule through the Stormont

. regime,

The British government, however,
is not preparéd to see Stofmont coll-
apse without a struggle. Every gesture
of opposition to reform from the right
wing of the Unionist Party and the
supporters of lan Paisley, has been

. greeted with concessions from the

British government.

The decision to intern was taken
to appease the Unionist right wing,
which for more than a year has placed
internment top of the list of its de-
mands.upon the government.

On August 5, Faulkner flew to
Londo;l/'or talks with Mr. Maudling
and Mr. Heath. Without internment,

d, his government would coll-
apse, and direct rule from Westninster
or Paisleyism in Ulster were the only
two alternatives.

tieath and Maudling immediately
sufrendered. To save a bankrupt
and bigoted government, plus a hand-

Mmoppondtonuek:onﬂu ful of Tory votes in the House of
ion of the p d C they gave the army per-
Their “crime” in the eyes 01 the mission to intern.
British government is that they have When British troops were moved
armed themselves to defend the lives into Northern Ireland in 1969, the
of Catholic workers from attacks by stated i jon was '10 keep the

armed Orangemen and that they want
the British troops out of Ireland.

In atypically cynical statement on ;
: Qust 11, Mr. Brian Faulkner (North-
ern Ireland’s Prime Minister) admitted

that the purpose of internment was to
“flush” the IRA out into the open so
that the army could defeat them in open
combat. =
In the name of “peace,” violence has
been deliberately provoked by North- -~
- ern Ireland and Westminster govern-
ments. The 20 deaths and all which
follow are directly the responsibility of

peace.” For several weeks, the troops
appeared to do just that. They held
regular conferences with the various
Citizens Defense Committees, and were

openly hostile to the Protestant ex-
tremists.

Gradually, however, as the British
government-continued to support the

. reactionary junta at Stormont, the

troops became increasingly hostile to
the oppressed minority.

For more than a year now, the pre-
tence of “keeping the peace’’ has been
abandoned and the troops have co-
operated with the RUC, the Ulster
Volunteer Force and the Ulster
Devence Regiment, the newly formed
organisation of the hated'B- -Specials.

*Today, there is not even a pre-
tence at impartiality. When a gang
of UVF men went into action recently
in Belfast, troops lined the streets cheer-
ing them on and singing the Sash, the:
battle hymn of the Orange Order.

What has been the reaction of British
liberalism and the British Labor Portv
to this flagrant breach of the “'trad):
tional civil liberties” for which, laugh-
ably, the United Kingdom is means
stand?

Unanimously, the British press has
approved the decisipn to intern, Little
or nothing has allowed in their pa-
ges to disturb the solidarity between \
the press and the British troops. ¢

The facts nbo_g_(_ipmnmon( have not
been sought. In the rare instances where
journalists have discovered some of the-
truth about the internment camps, the
editors have consigned their reports to
the wastepaper basket.

The reaction of the Labor Party has
been in direct violation of everything
for which the labor movement stands.

Mr. Harold Wilson is in the Scilly Is-
lands, apparently out of contact with
the worst breach of civil liberties in the -
UK in a hundred years.

Mr. Callaghan, Labor’s Home Affairs
spokesman, has described the intern-
ment as a “gamblé.” He obviously,
hopes it will succeed.

But Harold Wilson, James Callaghan,
and all the editors in the world cannot
stop the resistance. In Northern Ire-
land, the resistance rules in the beleagu-

“a slogan raised by the socialist

A NG S et

From five o’clock in the morning the
streets are full of people determined to
ensure that the “snatch squads” will
not surprise them again. 2,000 women
have demonstrated in Derry, Barricades
are being erected as fast as the army can
pull them down,

In Dublin, a massive dem:
has been called to unite the socialist
and republican movements and declare
solidarity with the resistance in the
North.

The Dublin branch of the woodwork-
ers’ union has called an all-out strike in
protest against infernment. The Labor
Party mCoDomgilhnedeor.n

" eral strike. ; \

Irish people, socialists, and republi-
cans in'Britain must rally to support .
éir countrymen and comrades in the
of Ireland,,

NO INTERNMENT!
RELEASE THE POLITICAL PRISO- °
NERS! g
BRITISH TROOPS OUT OF IRE-

- LANDNOW! »

(It is also vital that there be interns-
tional demonstrations opposing
tempt to destroy the radicel movement
in Northern Ireland. On Thursday, Aug-
ust 12, a small demonstration was organ-
ized at the British Consulate in Chicago
by the International Socislists. A group
onruvmumm
following day.

In New York, mm 14, & mili-
tant picket of over 100 people deman-
ded the immediate release of all politi-

{fcal prisoners and the removal of British

troops from Irelend. The march was or-
ganized by the Irish Clubs

ment, Free All Political
“British Troops Out of | , ;
"For a United Irish Workers' cpubllc f

the Irish movement.]

[In order to provide room for the

Messrs Heath (the British Prime Minister) ﬁloaw "I:'mmmo";m I-I"
Maudling and Faulkner. mon‘ "::"n' .ét. Cyrm': m"’d
The basis of the Northern Ireland sl m"b‘m' ‘gmundofdncﬂdl
state for 50 years has been religious e bades Hilbakt fee]
hatred. By deliberately fostering a postponed
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“Peaceful coexi = ati sphere of influence, if China’s minimum
al cooperation,” and other fine ph ok ds are led. 2
are the reasons officially given by both The motivation for this flexibility al-

China and the United States for their at-
tempt to reduce tensions between them-
selves. An interview between China’s
Premier Chou En-lai and senior New York
Times reporter James Reston, conducted
in Peking in early August, reveals some
of the meat between this
bread and may: % -
The first thing that strikes the reader
about the Chinese side of the interview
is Chou En-lai’s tone of magnanimity...
obviously, Chou has waited long and pa-
tiently for the day when tife political and

journalistic dignitaries of the US will knock  co,

at his door. Just as much, one is struck

by James Reston’s servility: Reston, the
“independent” journalist and liberal com-
mentator, fawns at the knee of power
whether the power is Chinese or American.

Flexibility

Chou En-lai in the interview strove to
communicate to Reston China’s minimum
demands, which must be satisfied as the
basis of a relaxation between the two coun-
tries. These include the withdrawal of US
troops and aid from Taiwan; and of US
troops — aid is not mentioned — from
Vietnam.

Beyond this, Chou will compromise:

MR. RESTON: There is one thing |
want you to clarify for me if you will.

; When | hear General Huang say that we

-

must withdraw from the Philippines, we
must withdraw from Japan, we must with-
draw from Thailand, | think this is asking
us...to withdraw from the Pacific, and |
get depressed at that point because this
doesn't seem to me to be.,.realistic..

MR. CHOU: ... The troops of all the
countries, not only US troops, should be
withdrawn from the territories of the
countries they have occupied....

This is a question of principle. But as
to when and wheré these withdrawals are
to take place first, and how to discuss
and reach agreements with the govern-
ments concerned, they are concrete mat-
ters. ! .

in other words, Chou will accept a US

30 appears clearly in the interview: fear
of Japan.

“Just look at the economic develop-
ment of Japan,” Chou exclaims, and pro-
ceeds to give statistics. “...Economic ex-
pansion is bound to bring about military
expansion.... When you said that there
is no militarism [in Japan] , well, I'll argue
with you on that score.”

For his part, Reston’s view is that US
policy involves a “contradiction.”

_MR. RESTON: The thought | have in
mind is this: ...as we try to reduce our
itments in the Pacific, we encour-

J

James Coleman

>

age Japan and other countries to assume

a larger military role, and that, in turn,

leads to greater dismay and anxiety on

the part of China. Is there a conflict here?
. MR..CHOU: .You put it well.

What Reston refers to, however, is on-
ly part of the contradiction. Beyond the
“anxiety” of China is that of Nixon. For
25 years, the US has built up Japan as a
buffer, first against Russia, then against
China. The US has encouraged Japan to
rearm. With defeatin Vietnam, however,
Nixon has recognized that his ability to
play a role in Asia will depend on reach-
ing agreement with China.

Not only has this overridden the pre-
vious strategy of building up Japan against
China — in addition, the US has found a
common interest with China: its own
fear, not yet so much of Japan's military
expansion, but of Japan's economic com-
petition (this in fact was a major factor

_ in Nixon's wage-price freeze doméstically).

Thus both the US and China are working
toward a detente at the expense of Japan.

In doing so, both sides regard the peo-
ples of Asia as pawns. The interview illus-
trates this most clearly in the case of Tai-
wan, :

Chou repeats that Taiwan is a province
of China. “The liberation of Taiwan is
China’s internal affair which brooks no
foreign interference.”” He rejects entry
for China into the UN if Tai
either as “Nationalist Ché
dependent “Taiwan.” He will negotiate
with the US .&x US withdrawal from
Taiwan, but abdut the status of Taiwan
(whether it is to be Nationalist Chingse,
Communist Chinese, or independent) he
will negotiate with no one, not even the
people of Taiwan.

j ]

* eous persistance. Commentory:

["Hexagram 13: T'ung Jen - Lovers,
Beloved, Friends, Like-Minded Persons,
Universal Brotherhood. Text: Lovers
(friends) in the open - Success! {t is
advantageous to cross the great river,
(or sea). The Superior Man will ben-
efit if he does not slaken his right-

Who would find it blameworth;,l,m'
receive the beloved at the gate! "~
1 Ching, translated by John feld]
\

To Chou, an independent Taiwan is
an “absurd state of affairs.” Some people,
he charges, are trying “to separate Taiwan
from China to create a so-called indepen-
dent Taiwan,” which, he impliés, would
really be dominated by either the UsS or
Japan. (g
This is ru)& cynicism. To begin with
Chou dismisses the right of self-determi-
nation. Moreover, if it is true that in the °
modern world an independent Taiwan
would be forced to accept “protection”
(and domination) by either the US or -
Japan, that is because these are imperial-
ist states — and also, in part, because Chi-
na, which claims to be anti-imperialist,
will not pledge to defend indepen-
dence of Taiwan if the Tai choose
it, but instead, offers not neo-colonial
domination but outright annexation!.

With one eye on Taiwan's jugular, Chou
talks virtuously about Japanese and US
imperialism!

_Gentleman’s Agreement

If anything could match this for cyni-
cism, it is Reston’s reply (ahd no t
Reston, the confidant of Pmldohm
expresses not just his own opinion, but
Nixon's as well):
~ MR. RESTON: You asked me before
about what did | mean by favoring China
and the end of the Taiwan relationship.
It's very simple. We cannot resolve the
problems-in the world without China....
We can resolve the problems of the world
without Taiwan.,

If the Taiwanese object...well, Nixon's
mind is on the noble goal of world peace.

Thus do the imperialists, in amiable di
ner conversation, settle the fate of the
world.m

/]

/
{

COMMUNIST BUTCHER,
| BELEVE

IMPERIALIST HYENE,
| PRESUME ?

)

f

—

T : -
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mdsay

ut of the
Frying pan,

Into the

Flre James Coleman

On August 11, Mayor John Lindsay
of New York announced his defection
from the Republican Party and his regi-

ion as a D Admitting “the
failure of 20 active years in Republican
polmeu"lebavdlodfo'amwpm

R 0 “ch the

/dncnon of this country.”

In narrowly political terms, Lindsay’s
choice is impressively logical. He barely
won re-election as Mayor in 1969. Sioce
then, nothing has gone right for New
York City. Cursing Lindsay is the easi-
est way to get a friendly smile from al-
most any New Yorker.

In this situation Lindsay must look
for greener pastures; but Republican pas-
tures are closed to him. When his term
expires, his major enemy, Governor Nel-
sori Rockefeller, will still be in office —
and even if Rockefeller retires after his
present term, in 1975, he will still run
the Republican Party in New York State.

New Coalition —
But there is more to Lindsay’s move
than narrow ambition. He has i

ventionist position elsewhere.

Democrats such as Senator George Mc-
Govern of South Dakota, a self-described
“anti-war candidate,” specify that they

-y i US miilitary aid to Is-

rael. But Isrdel, a popular cause in the
United Sta
Democrats use 1o win acceptance for a
strategy of intervention around the world.
On civil rights, the Democrats have of-

, is merely the example these

. This is not the whole stGry, however.
Some of the most influential behind-the-
scenes Democrats do have both a cause
and a program.

The cause is “‘saving the cities.” Both
the big-city mayers (with the former ex-
ception of Lindsay, nearly all are Demo-
crats) and also influential Democrats such
as John Gardner who has struggled to
build his “urban coalition” of concerned

fered year after year of empty pn
The weapons in the Federal government’s
hands, such as denial of funds for segre-
gated facilities, have seldom been used.
The Democrats stand opposed to more
militant black organizations. It took the
outright murder of Black Panther Fred
Hampton to get a word of protest against
the repression of this organization — and
then merely a bleat from Arthur Gold-
berg, not a major figure in the Party.

To labor, traditionally the D

liticians and big by , are terri-
mdohfnoou\onuccolhpnoﬂfnmah
cities. They fear the deteriorating condi-
tions, the flight of business capital to the
suburbs, and the social unrest which re-
sults from economic decay.

Their program is to win massive Fed-
eral funds for public works — slum clear-
ance, transportation, assistance programs,
creation of jobs, etc. These, however, .
cannot do the job by themselves. The

base, they have offered wage-price con-
accepted them. This is the end product
of the Democrats’ old programs for eco-
nomlcm-wt. With deficit finan-

ly followed a political course whose major
followers are Democrats; and this politi-
cal course is behind his call for a new “pro-
gressive coalition.”

The call is, in effect, an attempt to re-
gonstruct the Democratic Party of the
A930's and 1940's, which seemed to many
(including many radicals) a fighting force
for reforms. Only the presence in the par-
ty of a reactionary Southern wing seemed
to hold it back.

Even 30 years ago, this was a falacious
pi . What the D did, during
the Depression, was to see more clearly
than the Republicans the need for govern-
ment guid: for a capitali
Mudl was shakmg mdf M Dcﬂut

P yp
thearmseoonomyulnablhzu all
these devices started with the Democrats.

other side of the party’s image 2
\' isclaim to stand for the rights of labor

and minorities — was deceptive. In truth,
labor and Negroes stood for their own
rights, and parts of their demands were
accepted by the Democrats, who desper-
ately needed a base of support.

Today, the Democrats continue to
cliampion reforms in words — particular-
ly when they are out of office. What is
their actual program?

In foreign policy, the Democrats are
the architects of the program of world-
wide US interventionism, and specifically
of the Vietnam war. Their program now
(when that war has been lost) is to with-
draw from Vietnam, but retain an inter-

)

lation, and arms
wﬁmdfﬂmwnﬁlnohm
omy, the Democrats were forced to turm
mwﬁd}iwr&mhﬁd\bdl&u.

real of the program is the hope
that these changes will stop business
leaving the cities, and attract

ness.
This, however, the whole pro-
. gram in an class direction.

To sttract business, the cities must first |
of all control union demands — both the *

and the demands of other unions, which
could discourage investment.

Further, if the cities are to become an
attractive environment for business, ser-
vices and the new housing and other faci-
lities which replace the cleared slums must
be geared toward a “better element’’ than
the slum population, which is simply
cleared along with the bricks.

In addmon, M'mever jobs might be

ided would be

Iarwly for more slulled better-educated
workers. This would not touch the per-
manent unemployment of millions in the
inner cities. Although some corporations
have sponsored training programs, these
have barely scratched the surface — they
are mainly for public relations.

Save the Businessmen

Further, because the strategy is geared
to attracting busigess, any public pro-
grams must be fi by increasing
taxes on the working class, rather than by
cutting into business profits. For this rea-
son 100, the liberals must support curbs

. on the rights of unions.

The logic of Lindsay’s switch to the
Democratic Party is that the above is act-
ually his program. His first act in office
was an attempt to break the 1966 strike
of New York transit workers, In 3(
years of setting his teeth against
of teachers, sanitation workers, fire fight-
ers, policemen, and most recently District
37 of AFSCME “(see Workers' Power no.
38), Lindsay has amassed the most solid-
ly anti-labor record of any New York
mayor of the past 40 years,

Further, althoughi Lindsay's voting
base is nearly 30 percent black and Puerto
Rican, he has not been able to find jobs ..
fotp.oplomwhnovtord"im}m&

who are employed are either non-union-
ized and completely unprotected, or con-
centrated in the very municipal unions
which Lindsay has tried to thwart.
The strategy of “saving the cities” by
mmdwmu-
confidence

2 i of busi
will, m save one group of the cities’
~ the busi If the cit-

ies continue to deteriorate, they will be

demands of public employees’ uni
which directly strain the cities’ budgets,
?

WORKERS' POWER

faced with the choice of staying —
risking ruin — or getting out, and taking
enormous losses.

This is particularly true of fixed invest-
ments in real estate, existing plants, pub-
lic and cultural facilities, universities, and
the like, which unlike corporate headquar-
ters and retail stores, cannot simply be
moved to the suburbs. ““Saving the cities”
is in fact designed to save one class, the
capitalist class, and not many people be-

in taking his leap into the Democratic
Party, Lmduv is nt'mptmg t{: aid in

il edi

g a pro
with a prowusivl pubhc face, | ition,
he is attempting to re-cement the support
of dissatisfied social groups for the Demo-
cratic Party by refurbishing thé party’s
progressive image.

Given the almost limitl

, The
umpiurhmaoh"prow coali-
tion" may calm unrest even if the coali-
tion does little; In objective how-

ever, the effort will turn on the
provide a rising living standard, be
cial services, more productive jobs udu
the coalition is not really designed 1o ac-
complish.

It is Lindsay’s democratic right
from the frying pan into the fire,
fort to lead the dissatisfied and pr g
with him, however, is merely a Democrat-
ic ruse.m

pon
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Carlos Feliciano

The def of Carlos Feliciano — the
Puerto Rican militant and nationalist
charged with several New York bombings
and held for over a year without trial on
$175,000 bail — continues to gather sup-

The Chicano/Chicana-Puerto Rican
workshop at the recent National Peace
Action Coalition convention endorsed
the defense. It called for Feliciano’s im-
mediate release and the dropping of all
charges, along with those against Rudolf
(Corky) Gonzales of the Crusade for Jus- -
tice. The convention adopted this pro-
posal,

The Defense Committee is seeking the
broadest possible support from Puerto”’
Rican organizations, trade unionists, civil
libertarians, students and intellectuals,
and others. Articles in support of Carlos
Feliciana have recently appeared in La
Raza magazine and the New York liberal
weekly The Village Voice.

A number of Puerto Rican organiza-
tions and leaders in conjunction with Wil-
liam Kunstier, one of the lawyers, are
launching a “’positive action” Federal suit
against New York State. They will de-
mand that the State show evidence and
cause why Feliciano hmn held with-
out evidence or lower M.

The case will probably come to trial
in September. In order to stop the
wheels of repression and prevent the rail-
roading of Carlos Feliciano, solidarity”
rallies and demonstrations shoul@ be built

across the country in the next few months.

Maximum pressure should be focused
on the courts. The courts function as a
defender of corporate interest. Behind

.for Feli

‘a wall of legal mumbo-jumbo, they work
to behead movements that challenge the
power of the rulers, keeping valuable mili-
tants behind bars.

Only a broad defense can help guaran-
tee the protection of hard-won civil liber-
ties. It is crucial for all movements of
social protest and especially for the Puer-

"to Rican movement's fight for liberation,
* that Carlos Feliciano be fr z

On Tuesday, August 17, over a hun-
dred-Puerto Rican militants jammed the
New York City courtroom where Carlos
Feliciano faced a pre-trial hearing. Others
waited ide. This large d i
of solidarity shows the depth of support
from all pro-independence

forces. 7

As Felicigno was brought into the
courtroom under heavy guard, his right
wrist handcuffed, he raised his left hand
in a fist salute, The packed courtroom
rang with cries for freedom for Feliciano
and independence for Puerto Rico.

When the presiding judge was unable
to clear the courtroom, he quickly ad-
journed the proceedings, The prosecutor,
Assistant D.A. Fine, made a statement
about “disruption of due process,” some-
thing which he and the politicians behind
him have carried out against Feliciano
for 15 months. As a result of this mass
pressure, Feliciano’s bail has been reduced
to $25,000. :

[Support, hard work, and funds are
still desperately needed. Contact: Com-

* mittee to Defend Carlos Feliciano, P.O.

Box 356, Canal St. Station, New York,
N.Y. 10013.] :

TS A

Jyén Farinas

The appeal of Juan Farinas, a revolu-
tionary socialist facing two years in pri-
son for “disrupting the draft and refusing
induction,” will be decided later this sum-
mer.

Farinas was arrested in August, 1968,
when he reported for induction and passed
out leaflets informing his fellow inductees
of their constitutional rights and denoun-
cing the war in Vietnam as an imperialist
war. He at no time refused induction,
but rather made clear that he would serve,
while agitating against the.war and for Gl
rights.

He was convicted for exercising the

First Amendment right of free speech.
As the Juan Farinas Defense Committee
petition points out, his conviction is part
of the ongoing attack on the democratic
rights of labor, minorities, and youth.

[For further information, contact:
Juan Farinas Defense Committee, 135
W. 14 St., New York, N.Y.%0011. Send
letters supporting the defense to Judges
Feinberg, Mansfield, and Moore, US Court
of Appeals, US Court House, New York
City, N.Y.]

Michael Fylstra

The case of Michael Fylstra is-typical
of the recent militancy of homosexuals
in fighting against discrimination.

Fylstra is a gay ac#ivist in Detroit.
Last February, while walking alone late
at night, he was offered a ride by two
men. After getting.into their car, he was
asked if he “liked to get it in the ass.”
Before he could say nb, Fylstra was arres-
ted on the charge of “accosting and soli-
citing for an immoral act.”

© @ SMITH < WESSON. INC.

This is typical of police behavior
against homosexuals. Vice Squad police
will pick out someone who looks gay,
encourage him to make advances or make
advances themselves, then arrest him.

Usually the victims, afraid of public
exposure, quietly pay their fines. Instead,
Fylstra decided to fight in court. With
the aid of the National Lawyers’ Guild,
he prepared a defense challenging the con-
stitutionality of the Accosting and Solici-
ting ordinance and charging police entrap-
ment.

On July 23, a preliminary victory oc-
curred when the judge, after hearing pre-
trial motionsspn constitutionality, con-
tinued the case until December to allow
both sides to present full briefs. Never-
theless, it is not expected that a lower
court judge will overturn the ordinance
on constitutional grounds. %

[For further ir(brmat' n, write: Mich-
el Fylstra Defensé\Committee, P.O. Box
631-A, Detroit, MI'48232.]

Pvt. Ed Jurenas

The d of charges agai /'R!t.
Ed Jurenas is an important victory for
Gl rights and the ability of GI's to organ-
ize against the war.

The growing movement of GI’s against
the Vietnam war and for Gl rights — as
well as recent protests by Black and Third
World GI's against Army racism — has the
Army brass climbing the walls. In an au-
thoritarian Army committed to crushing
popular revolts against the US empire\ e
around the world, they can ill afford a \
rank and file revolt.

It is in this context that the Army'’s
decision 1o court-martial Private Ed Jure-
nas must be viewed. Pvt. Jurenas is a
leading anti-war activist and editor of the -
base anti-war paper, Arctic Circle, at Fort
Greely, Alaska.™

While the official charges against Jure-
nas were “disrespect for an officer, failure
to comply with a regulation, and making
a disloyal statement,” his court martial
was a clear attack on free speech.

[Further information: G/ Civil Liber-
ties Defensé Committee, P.O. 5ux 355,
Old Chelsea Station, New York, N.Y.
10011.] .

" Moveup
tothe SeW.357
Combat Magnugﬁ

greater firepowe
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TURF>”
Teamster
Organi

Dave McDonald

Eighty-nine T P ing

izati in locals through
mvmy have established a national or-

ganization, Teamsters United Rank and

* File (TURF), dedicated to returning con-
-trol of the International Brotherhood

of Teamsters to its more than two mil-
lion members.

The initial base for TURF is very
large. The meetil originally called,
by the Teamsters United Unity Comm-
ittees of America, a coalition of groups
between Philadelphia and Chicago.

This solid base in the mid-west was
joined by representatives frotn Local
327 in Nashville, Tenn., Local 208 in
Los Angeles, the 500 at 50 pension pro-
test group, and others, mostly from the
mid-west and South.

The founders of TURF declare them-
selves a loyal opposition within the IBT.
Although they recognize that real re-
form in the IBT will necessitate major
structural changes and not just a change
of leadership, TURF is not an attempt
to form another union.

The importance of the conference
which founded TURF, held in Toledo,
Ohio, on July 24-25, can hardly be over-
stated. Such a national meeting primarily
of rank and file workers - whose goal is
to democratize their union through local
and miationally coordinated work — has -

t been held since the dues protest in
the United Steelworkers in 1956. TURF’s
founders are prepared for a long-range
struggle.

New Situation

There have always been local protest
groups within the Teamsters in different

“ areas, but lack of national communica-
tion and coordination — as well as the rela-

tive success of the “business unionism’’ at
which Hoffa excelled — helped keep the
ranks in line and isolate concerned groups
and individuals.

Today this situation has changed radi-
cally. The new Teamsters President,
Frank Fitzsi , was not elected be-
cause he galned the confldence of IBT

s, or even of the real powes-hol-
ders in the International — the officers
of the various conferences — but because
he promised not to interfere in their poli-
tical battles or to try to further consoli-
date power in the International. Fitzsim-
mons’s election will probably usher in an
era of factionalism and regional fighting
among various conferences.

Moreover, Hoffa's style depended on
the conditions of a relatively expanding
economy in which it.was easier for man-.
agement to meet his demands than to
face a protracted strike.

These conditions are gone. If Hoffa
were still president of the IBT, he would

e be able to “deliver” than Fitz-
simmons.

/' The Teamsters Union, like the labor
fnovement as a whole, will have to be pre-
pared to wage a real struggle to stop the
offensive against the working class repre-
sented by Nixon's wage freeze. Butitis
just this sort of struggle which Fitzsim-
mons.and his colleagues will do anything
to avoid. The rank and file must organize
to do the job.

The Toledo conference of TURF was
a hopeful beginning in reshaping the IBT.

___No permanent officers were elected, bé-

cause the 8rganizers hope that the next
conference will be even more representa-
tive and provide the basis for a program
that speaks to all Teamster members.
TURF has constituted itself as a mem-
bership organization open to any Team-
ster. Although its constitution will not
be written and voted on until the next

conference (to be held in late September),

all individualg and organizations will be
represented on a one person, one vote
basis.

Although those who attended the To-
ledo conference were mostly truckers,
TURF is well aware that truckers are a
minority in the Teamsters; that, in fact,
hundreds of different job classifications
are organized by the IBT. It will not be

easy for TURF to develop a program that :

speaks to non-truckers; nevertheless it
is crucial. Most non-trucking Teamsters

are critical to any effort to rnhm the
IBT.

TURF sees communication amonq its
members as a high priority. Reprmmn—

York, California, Ohio, ai
have fought the International with vary-
ing degrees of and failure for
years. An enor! s amount of valuable
information changed hands at the Tolédo
conference — tactics that one group has
tried and found-successful can be used
by other groups, while tactics that failed
in one place can bk avoided in others.
The realization of the need for a na-
tional organization pervaded the Toledo
meeting. First the recession, and now the
wage-price freeze and the wage-control ~
measures which are sure to follow it, have
created similar problems throughout the
country. Recent centralization of power
in the International and changes in Fed-
eral law (one such change would make it
edsier to put locals in trusteeship) under-
score the need for a national organization.
TURF also needs strong local organ-

~ization. The fight for democracy will

inevitably be local at first — to get elected
stewards and B.A.s, change local by-laws
and pension plan control, assert the right
to have local newspapers, etc..

Working Conditions

Beyond the need for union democracy,
it is important that TURF develop a pro-
gram of demands on issues that affect all
Teamsters, Certain working conditions
fall into this category. We suggest the fol-
lowing as demands that TURF can fight
for and organize around:

1. Guaranteed 40 hour work week;

2. Minimum hourly wage for all Team-
sters regardless of job classification;

3. No compulsory overtime;

4. Overtime controlled by elected and
recallable stewards;

5. Health and Welfare bene//ts paid-
op overtime hours.

-

.

25 This program has a double value.
it would improve conditions of life for all

T s and its i diate value would
be obvious to all. S d, it de tes
the practical usefulness of a de: {
union structure.

TURF's founders know they cannot’
match the money of the International.
They know, too, that the best defense

they can muster is to make it too costly
for the International to try to squash them.

The ability to expose and fight nation-
ally what may happen in any
should form the basis of TURF's self-
defense. The International’s thugs and
gangsters are — thugs and gangsters.

They and the International are sure to
think twice if they know their acts will
not go unnoticed and unavenged.

TURF can help restore democracy in
the IBT and make it the potent force for
social change which it once was and still
should be. It is in the interest of every
Teamster to give TURF active encourage-
ment and support.®

[For more information contact:
T.U.R.F., POB 4204, Dow

CA, 90241.]

Worried Fuﬁk

.
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Blues for

Eric Arctander

The Newport Jazz Festival is dead. It

was destroyed by the greed of its promo- .

ters and the economic structure of the
music industry, under which jazz music,
musicians, and fans are all victimized.
The violence which cancelled the 1971
Festival, probably closing it down for
good, resulted directly from these factors.

The Newport Jazz Festival at its best
cost a lot of money and hassle, and pro-
duced a lot of good jazz which made it
all worthwhile. Every summer since 1954,
jazzmen (and a small handful of jazzwom-
en) and fans have gathered in the open air
for the once-a-year occasion, facing the
threat of sunstroke in the afternoons,
chilling winds in the evenings, and incle-
ment weather anytime.

The Festival brought together musi-
cians who would rarely\bave the chance
to interact on the club circuit (which is
also dying), often producing historic per-
formances which gave impetus to the
development of jazz. One example was

- the spontaneous collaboratiorvof “mod-
ernist” pianist Thelonious Monk and “tra-
ditional-mainstream” clarinetist Fee Wee
Russell in 1963. The audiences at New-

7 port were largely working class (mainly

! young) and black.

The first trouble at Newport occurred
in 1960, when the Festival producer sold
more tickets than he had seats for. The
fans’ natural reaction to this rip-off was
labelled ““the beer riots” by the local
press. That early incident indicated two
trends that resurfaced in 1969 and resul-
ted in the events of 1971: first, the in-
creasing greed of the management, and
second, the tendency to blame manager-
ial mistakes on the fans.

Until 1968, the Festival maintained
its focys on jazz — America’s indigenous

ur working-class musical form. In
& 9, the producer, George Wein, deci-
ded to radically alter the format to in-

clude rock music, claiming to have been

_ pilgrimage, while attracting a

inspired by a Mothers of Invention con-
cert re he saw “kids crowding around
the bandstand like we used to for Benny
and Duke in the ballrooth days.” Yet
Wein admits that ““the Beatles’ message
still eludes me™” — thus his motivation
seemed to be “kids” and “crowding”
rather than music.

Profits

Our purpose here is not to argue the
aesthetic merits of jazz and rock, but to
consider the evolution of-a Festival that
was willing to change its whole concep-
tion for one apparent purpose — maximi-
zing the profits: This would be done by
relying on jazz fans to make their yearly

man found he could make an extra penny
a side if he recorded his own originals,”
Wein added, “a lot of composers appeared
as if by magic.”

Wein not only compounds his misun-
derstanding of jazz, he‘also slanders: the
artists by implying that they are out for
the money over art. The quote does show,
however, what is on Wein's mind.

The jazz market is less susceptible than
rock to fads, and does not generally cater
to the “'super-star” elitism characteristic
of the rock market (although this is often

from the nature of jazz itself, which com-
bines musical and functional criteria,{i.e./

d au-
dience of rock fans who had become a
boon to speculators and promoters at
festivals like Woodstock.

Wein's opportunism, as well as his con-
tempt for the music he programmed for
the fateful 1969 Festival, are best summed
up in his own words from the ““Forward”
of the pfogram:

(Ori rock) “Yet every time | hear some
kid guitarist play his blues licks at an ex-
cryciating volume level, | can't help think-
ing of Tal Farlow and Barney Kessel with
whom 1'll be playing this fall when the
Newport All-Stars tour the world. Thank
God for little blessings. "

(On jazz) "The avant-garde movement
in jazz is going nowhere. It has been
around for about ten years and all it has
done, in addition to destroying the pre-
cious quality in jazz known as style; is to
confuse an entire decade of young musi-
cians who feel it is necessary to be asso- *
ciated with the so-called forward line.""

Evidently the message of jazz “eludes”
Wein as much as that of the Beatles.

Wein’s suggestion to these “‘avant-garde-
destructive” forces in jazz is that “the
jazzmen might also try playing other peo-
ple’s good songs again.” “When the jazz-

dancing and enter
to the mass-spectacular aspirations of
rock.

Spectacle ﬂ

It was the spectacular that Wein inls‘w
ded for the 1969 Festival — with rock
groups from Jethiro Tull to Blood Sweat
and Tears and rock,announcer Scott Mu-
nie, topped off with the Joshua Light
Show of Fillmore fame. The audience
reached 78,000, nearly 20,000 more than
the previous record for a jazz festival.

But the spectacle didn‘t work. Hun-
dreds crashed the gate — having been ex-
cluded by the field’s capacity of 18,500
and excessive ticket prices. New fans
had been led to expect a Woodstock
rather than a concert atmosphere.

Again the fans took the rap in the
press: “Unruly Fans Upset Newport
Jazz Festival” (New York Times, July
7, 1969). Ira Gitler (Downbeat, August
21, 1969) came closer: “Apart from the
musical deficiencies, it was fortunate
that the potential trouble did not turn
the festivalvinto a real disaster. George
We\in got hungry. He also got lucky.”

The reaction was immediate, as the
Newport City Council slapped a ban on

-

nih_g -

~ j-w. charles len s

rock music at the Festival and disgrunt-
led jazz fans voiced their,complaints
through jazz magazines and radio stations.
Wein now faced the job of counteracting
his own enticements to the rock fans,

i.e., getting rid of the “rock kids" (which
is how he always refers to rock fans, both
in writing and when addressing them).
This was easier said than done.

Newport 1970 was all jazz (highlight-
ed by the first American appearance in
many years of tenor saxophone great Dex-
ter Gorglon), but rock fans persisted. The
progralx(;or 1971 was again essentially all
jazz (there were some “‘jazz-rock acts
scheduled without violating the ban on
rock), but once again rock fans returned.

Not even skyrocketing prices kept
them away, although many a jazz fan
was disposed not to come. From 1968
to 1971 the¥ifice of an afternoon concert
rose from $2.4b $4, starting prices for eve-
nings from $3.50 to $5. Wein had hit
working-class pockets too hard. But rock
fans — known to be a hardy lot — camped
in a nearby park and listened from an ad-
joining hill, as precedent had permitted. -

The second night of this year's Festival
(Saturday, July 3) ended in disaster. No
one knows who moved first — the police
onthe fans or the fans on the Fuastival. In
mid-concert George Wein mounted the
stage and hysterically informed the audi-
ence that there was “trouble in the stréets”
and that the police had been forced to use
tear gas. He then asked — incredibly —
that the more than 20,000 fans inside the
Festival field fil&wt onto the streets!

_Final Soltion | _

Pleading for the fans to help him keek
his license, he mentioned that what was
happening “broke [his] heart and [his]
wife’s heart,” begged for order, and also
made a general request that “some kids
with bongos” come up on stage to ease -
things along. Who wouldn’t want to say
that he had played on the Newport stage?
The media reported that “the stage was
stormed.”

Meanwhile it was the “final solution”
for the rock fans. There was considerable
“police action” with nightsticks and tear-
gas — no arrests, but hospitals reported
over 300 for what they called “minor in-
juries.”” The “kids” were dispersed from
the Festival but not from the island, so a
midnight teargas assault was launched on
the campgrounds. All night there was a
steady exodus across the Newport ($2
toll) Bridge that lasted through morning.

Over breakfast, jazz fans who survived
the night gathered to compare stories and
read the accounts in the morning papers.
Back at Festival Field, a crude handwrit-
ten sign affixed to the closed box office
informed the handful of :Sﬂgt)"ere that
the remaining concerts were cancelled
and that ticket refunds would be made
by mail if one enclosed a self
stamped envelope.

tion that turned Woodstoc
mont and killed the rock f

the “kids" seems to be the fi
for the Newport Jazz Festival,

when the rooster

fails to crow at dawn

we will know he was

up all night planning
how to liberate the farm

when the workers rise

not with the alarm ciock
but with their own desires
the ruling class must beware
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NATIONAL OFFICE: 14131 Woodward Ave.,
Highland Park, Mich., 48203.

ANN ARBOR: 2503 Student Activities Build-

ing, Ann Arbor, Mich., 41101,

support your iocal m -'

EUREKA: P.O. Box 446, Arcata, California

95521.

HAYWARD: 375 West'A St..%vmrd, Ca.,
94541, ;

LOS ANGELES: P.0. Box 125, 308 Westwood

AUSTIN: P.O. Box 1344, Austin, Texas,
78767. ) ‘ _Plaza, Los Angeles, Ca., 90024.
BALTIMORE: P.O. Box 1644, Baltimore, * MADISON: c/o Barisonzi, 910 Magholia, Madi-
Md. 21203. son, Wisconsin, 53713.
BAY AREA: P.O. Box 910, Berkeley, Ca., NEW JERSEY: c/o Finkel, 11 Dickenson St.,
94701 1 Princeton, New Jersey, 08540.
%ERKELEY: 6395 Telegraph, Oakland, Ca., NEW YORK: Room 1005, 874 Broadway,
94609. New York, New York, 10003

CHAMPAIGN/URBANA: Box
Champaign, {llinois, 61820.

62, Sta. A,

CHICAGO: P.O. Box 3451, Merchandise Mart,

Chicago, lllinois, 60654.
CINCINNATI: P.O. Box 20001, Burnet Woods
Sta., 3408 Telford, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220.
CLEVELAND: - P.O. Box 91253, Cleveland,

PITTSBURGH: c/o White, 6709 Penn. Ave.,
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, 15208.

PORTLAND: 8200 S.W. 39th Ave., Portland,
Oregon, 97219.

RIVERSIDE: c/c Sabine, 6096 Riverside Ave.,
Riverside, Ca., 92806. :

SAN DIEGO: /o La Botz, 3827 Minm:r St.,

Ohio, 44101, AptdC, Ladolla, Ca., 92307.
DAVIS: c/o Butz, 12 J Solano Park, Davis, Ca,, SAN FRANCISCO: M. Rubin, 294 Carl St,
95616. 1A, San Francisco, Ca., 94117,

DETROIT: 14131 Woodward Ave., Highfand
Park, Mich., 48203.
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SEATTLE: - 4333 8th Ave. N.E, Seattle,
Wash., 981065. ;
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lished by the International Socialists.
Subscriptions: $3.50 a year; Supporting
Subscriptions: $5 a year; Foreign Sub-
crigtions: $5 a year; Bundles: |0¢ a copy

by copies or more; Introductory Sub-
jons: $1 for three months,

subscription to Workers” Power.
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Please send me a

14131 Woodward Avenue
Highland Park, Michigan 48203
{

NAT
TURNER

Revoiutlonary :
Buttons

Karl Marx, Fred E\ws V.1, Lenin, Leon
Trotsky, Rosa Luxemburg, Karl Liebknecht,
Wifliam Morris, Eugene Debs, Big Bill Hay-
wood, Joe Hill, Nat Turner, Harriet Tubman,
Frederick Douglass, Malcolm X, John Brown,
Emiliano Zapata, James Connolly, Jean-Paul
Marat, Sam Adams, TogwPaine. .

26¢ each in day-glo colors, white, or gold,
Bulk orders: 10 for $2, 100 for $15. Order
from: International Socialists, 14131 Wood-
Ward Ave., Highland Park, Mich, 48203,
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We stand for:

* INTERNATIONAL, SOCIALISM:
The displacement of decaying capital-
ism and b alic Ilectivi

below;, controlled by the working class
and aimed at democratic rule over all
social institutions.

* WORKERS’ POWER as the solu-
tion to America’s ever-deepening social
crisis: rank-and-file committees in the
unions to struggle for democratic pow-
er and to fight where and when the
union leaders refuse to fight — inde-
pendent political action by workers’
organizations to fight for labor’s

. needs, in opposition to the Demo-
cratic and Republican businessmen’s

fight for a workers’ government.

. (“Communism”) by a revolution from _

parties — toward a workers’ party to

* The LIBERATION OF ALL OP-

. PRESSED GROUPS: independent or- .

ganization of blacks and women to
fight discrimination — an end to all
racial and sexual oppression — the
uniting of separate struggles in a com-
mon fight to end human exploitation
and oppression.

* WORLD-WIDE OPPOSITION TO
IMPERIALISM AND EXPLOITA-
TION: for the self-determination of
all peoples — for an end to U.S. dom-
ination of the world’s peoples in the
interests of corporate power — for
workers’ revolts against the bureau-
cratic-collectivist (so-called “Commun-
ist”) regimes — FOR WORKERS'
POWER EAST AND WEST TO
BUILD INTERNATIONAL SOCIAL-
ISM. : !

\
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Interested?

Internations | Socialists
Third Floor

14131 Woodward A
Highland Park, Michigan
48203

| would like more inform about
international Socialism and \the 1S,
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.. Workers’ Power

" Murder !
August 21
1971

, one of the Soledad
Three defendants, and author of the best
selling book, Solédad Brother, is dead.

We may never learn the exact circum-
stances which led to his being shot by
guards at the San Quentin jail where he
was awaiting trial. The official version
claims that he had a gun and was shot
trying to'escape. This story is hard to
believe.

Jackson had been kept under maximum

On
“Nixon

William Hastings

President Nixon's call for all striking
workers to'rettirn to work has added -
furthér ammunition to the Bell System's

< nal of weapons to be used against %
«the striking N.Y. Telephone plant locals.

One week after the beginning of the
first nationwide-telephone strike since
1947, Communications Workers of Amer-
ica (CWA) President Joseph Bierne
ordered us back to work — before the .
rétificatian vote and even though Bell’s
offer had only minutely changed since
we first went out (see Workers’ Power
No. 39). The reaction to this sell-out
was mixed, with some’locals across

security. They have éven built a glass
eld | the courtroom to “protect” the

Judge $fom him. Jackson was well aware

that state was trying to set him up

for murder, and was being especially ™
cool because of that, ‘

- Yet the state expects us to believe
that somehow someone smuggled him
@ gunin San Quentin ~ that with that
gun he made a foolhardy attempt to
escape, tunning right into the fire of

the country returning to work, voting
to go back out, and then returning
again, 2

The New York State locals stayed
out. But their failure, particularly on
the part of the 14,000-member Local
1101 in New York City, to act force-
fully to get the rest of the country to
stay out left the\.Y. state locals on the
streets alone. : *

.Then, only one day before Nixon's

' statement about the freeze, Bierne

announced the results of the vote: the
N.Y. locals voted to reject it, the rest of
the country accepted it. With the strike

the guérds‘ | suppose that if one
still believes that Jackson belonged

(Tin prison, you can also believe this

ount of his death.

It is always possible, of course, that
Jackson, with the rage and fury that he
so eloguently wrote about in his book,
cracked under the pressure’and brut-
ality of the prison system and attempted
to escape. Even so, it is this society, and
the state that imprisoned him, which
bear the responsibility for his death and

that of the others who died with him.
For Jackson knew that he couldnt
rely on the courts for Justice in this
society.

It was those same courts that have
kept Jackson in prison for more than
ten years. What was his crime that
led to such a long sentence? Murder,
rape? No, it was only that Jackson
made the mistake when he was 18
years old of stealing $70.

Lieutenant Williajm Calley is found .
guilty of murdering dozens of women
and children, and is given a sentence
which will probably see him paroled
in 7 years. Jackson, a black man, steals

-$70 and gets sentenced to from one year
to life. And that is called the American
way of justice.

There are some today who still argue
that our prison system is aimed at re-
habilitating the prisoners. ' The irony
is that George Jacksor* was “rehabil-

_itated”, not by the system, but in spite
of it. :

For while he was in jail he developed
into a revolutionary, committed to the

well into its second month, the union
still has no strategy for winning ¥ décent
contract, much less fighting the freeze.

The way Bierne bargains with the Be
System is to set certain items a
al bargaining questions (Ii wages, pen-
sions, vacations) and treat the rest as
“local critical ite%'s“ (working conditions,
the Absence Confrol Plan, upgrades, etc.).
Thus, as far s Bierne is concerned, the;
important items of wages and vacations
are decided.

The N.Y. locals must reject these for-
mal limits imposed on us by Bierne if
we are to break the national pattern-
setting contract. We must bargain for the
50% wage raise that the membership of
1101 adopted as being what we need,
double time for all overtime, and 15
paid personal days a year to be taken
when we want.

These demands, together with the
locat items such as abolition of the
Absence Control Plan (while keeping
the payment for prolonged illness), up-
grading for clerks and B & S without
the discriminatory tests, penalties for
working formen, etc., must be the basis
from which we bargain. If we continue
to demand smali potatoes, all we'll get
is potato chips.

Overshadowed for the moment by the
wage-price freeze is the all important
election going on in Traffic, with the re-
sults to be announced August 25, The
NLRB election has on the ballot CWA,
TTU (the company union), District 65
and no union. A run-off election will be
forced if none of these get a majority.

The most important indicator of the
future unity possible between the now- -
divided operators and craftsmen is the
fact that almost all of the Traffic mil-
itants who were active in keeping people

liberation of all black ;:;eople and to
overthrowing the racist and discrimin-
atory.system which had kept him in jail.
Because of that he became a symbol for
blacks everywhere, and an example of
the resistance struggle going on among .
blécks throughout the jails of this countn

In much the same way, Malcolm X
and Eldridge Cleaver were “rehabilitated”
Itis a solution that the state is not will-
ing to accept; Malcolm X and George
Jackso\'a are now dead, Eldridge Cleaver
is exiled.

In the last analysis it is because of
Jackson's fevolutionary ideas, and the
fact that he was a symbol of the black
liberation struggle everywhere, that he
had to die. The Warden admitted this
when he Jackson's death on
what he calle}l ““dilettante revolution-
aries"” outside the prison, who had
promoted revolutionary ideas inside
San Quentin, e ;

Actually, the Warden’s account
gives too much credit to the revolution-
aries on the outside. For basically
Jackson became a revolutionary because
of his own independent determination
to fight back against injusticel\ Because
of that, the state decided he to die.
Regardless of what went on during those
few minutes in San Quentin, this society
and the Stdte of California are responsible
for.his murder.

The thovement must now redouble its
efforts to free the remaining two Soledad
defendents, Rutehel Magee, Angela Davis,
and all other political prisoners before
the state can murder them also.m\

out at the beginning of the strike are
still strongly for the CWA, dispite the
sell-out by Bierne and the lies spread -
by the TTU.

Ricky Carnivale, President of Local
1101, appears resigned to the fact that
mwillnotmuwmninduringﬁn
freeze. He has been taken in by the
supposed time limit that Nixon put
on the freeze and he seems unwil ing to
actively fight the freeze now.

The “oppositionists” in the form of
Ed Dempsey, one of the four vice pres-
idents, have nothing to say either. Dem-
psey decided to call a rally at the Central
Labor Council for Friday, August 20.
But his intention was simply to demand
that the other AFL-CIO unions should
stop crossing our picket lines; the rally
was 1o have nothing to do with what is

#obviously on everyone's mind: what do
we do about the freeze.

No one could be found t help org-
anize an irrelevant rally, Dex\w called
it off, 2 :

The only way we are going to be able
to win a real wage raise is to fight Nixon
not only by staying out on strike but by
not going back without get ing our raise
now. If we go back with our wages fixed
by a contract signed three years ago,
Nixon will have successfully\broken our
strike.

The membership of 1101 a d the
other N.Y. locals, and particulatly rank
and file groups like United Acti and
Strikeback, must actively fight for this
since neither Carnivale nor Dem i
going to lead this kind of fight agai
Nixon. A successful attack on the
freeze will require a response by all 6f
labor — something we are in a positjon
to take the lead in, being immedia ly
threatened by Nixon'’s anti-labor actions.
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