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In the early months of 1914, John
D. Rockefeller organized a private army
and declared war on Colorado miners.
The miners and their families were on
strike against Rockefeller’s g com-
panies. Rockefeller’s army killed doznm
of them, men, women, and children.

On April 20, 1914, they burned to
death eleven children and two women,
in the Ludiow Massacre. The mining
families of Ludiow had moved from town
and set up a tent colony on the putskirts,
as a sign of p The ictims
were burned in their tents, which first
were cut with machine gun fire, thm nt
ablaze by Rockefeller’s army, rei
by the state militia.

Fifty years Iohr John D. Rockefel-
ler’s grand kefeller, sent
his army to storm the mteo‘ony of
Attica prison. Thus came the Attica
Massacre, dnd with it Nelson Rockefel
ler took his rightful place as head of the
bloody Rockefeller clan.

. One story of the Ludlow Massacre was
told by the wives of the Rockefeller man-
agers. “They are ignorant and! lawless for-
eigners, every one of them that caused the
trouble,” one said. ““I've often thought if
we could have a tag, and tag all foreigners

50 you could recognize them at a glance.“.“

“They're nothing but cattle,” another
said, “and the only way is to kill them
off.”

One story of the Attica Massacre was
tdld by a prison guard: “I don’t know
what we’re going to do with them, but
we've got to do something or they’ll
wreck the whole country.” This stofy
was told too by state police who chan-

[Continued on page 5]
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Three weeks after the murder of

G Lack

at San Quentin, anoth
dmnnr has been added to the book of
atrocities comiiitted by the prison sys-
tem in the United States. The assauit
on the Attica, New York, state prison,
which had been taken over and held by
the inmates for five d.yl, was noﬁlinq
less thana p ditated mass

dered by the. highest politi
of New York State.

The entire Attica uprising, which has
sent shock waves ghroughout the prison
system and indeed the whole society, ex-
poses in the most naked form the actual

| officials

relationships and political lines of author-

ity that lie behind the capitalist “system
of justice.”

The most significant aspect of the re-
bellion was the degree of organization

no. 42

cre. At Attica

Charles Lelnonwobor

achieved by the prisoners and the clarity
with which they expressed their demands
for treatment as human beings. It is im-
possible, within the totalitarian regime

of a prison, to organize for better condi-
tions or elementary human rights in an
open way — precisely because those rights
do not exist. ‘It is the essence of the pri-
son to deny them. .

Thus, the prisoners’ ability to carry
out a coordinated uprising, and to put
forward united, concrete demands for
minimum wages, sanitary conditions, and
other basic improvements — as well as
for amnesty for the uprising itself — once
again proves that the struggle of the ex-
ploited goes on despite the depths of
brutality and degradation to which ‘the
system attempts to reduce them.

Such an achievement also testifies

to the depths of the struggle ulkqgg::a
in the broader class society outside

prison, from which the prison movement
draws its strength — for only in such cir-
cumstances is it possible for

tive uprisings (as opposed to |

institutions as the prisons and|the Army.
The Attica events also illu: the

role of the political establish es the

direct authority for the brutal Yy

tem. The all-out assault by 1,

When pressed against the wall, the
Governor and the prison officials
forced to strip away the facade of

[Continued on 21
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Defend Prison Uprisings

[Continued from page 1]

habilitation” and “human considera-
tions” that usually masks the nature of
the ““correctional facilities” they admin-
ister. The revelation that it was the po-
* lice — not the prisoners as first assumed
who shot down nine hostages, came as
a shock to some commentators quite

prepared to excuse the massacre of thirty

prisoners
One journalist wrote, in bewilderment,
“Some of the most vicious and brutal
¢ criminals in the New York prison system
refused to wantonly take human life.”
But it was the prison system whgi
wantonly took human life. In turn, the
fact that the prisoners showed far more
respect for humon life than the lum of
New York und es their
that they are political pmonon prison-
« ers of capitalist society.

In the first place, most prison inmates
are sentenced for minor crimes — petty
thiievery, drug offenses, minor sexual of-
fenses, etc. This does not excuse crimes
of violence against innocent citizens. But
what must be seen is that this crime is
social in nature, created by a racist, class
society,

Every class society has a bottom layer
of victims, people cast off by a rotting
economy, without jobs, without decent
housing, subject to never-ending violence
from the police. Crime and viofénce are
inevitable in this setting. In every class

* society, this bottom layer of society fills
the prisons.

/ In the United States a half century
m, when the slum population was heav-
ily Irish and Italian, 50 too was the prison
population. Today, when the slum popu-
lation is heavily Black and Spanish-speak-
ing, so t00 is the prison population — in
Attica Prison, 85 percent of the inmates
were non-white. The prison population

- mirrors exactly the layers of society for
which the economy cannot provide even
the beginnings of a decent life. :

Thus, the prisoners at Attica were so-
cial prisoners. Butin addition, once in
prison, their awareness of their victimi-
zation by’society grew and became poli-
ti hrough prison libraries, many in-

\ tes gained their first understanding of
the social oppression they had experi-
enced all their lives,

They spread this understanding t6
others. Although Black prisoners were
anong the most dedicated students in
this “prison school,” the understanding -
spread to whites as well. The Attica re-
bellion was completely interracial.

lromcally. this growth of political
consciousness represgnted the “’rehabili-
tation” which the prisons have | hever
accomplished in the way meant by well-
intentioned reformers. The failure of

X :

prisons to turn criminals into “good citi-
zens” is notorious.

But despite themselves, the prisons
have always “rehabilitated” a few excep-
tional individuals, who used their time
in prison to become revolutionaries. Mal-
colm )S/Eldridgz Cleaver, George Jack-
son, and the leaders of the Attica rebel-
lion mre all “rehabilitated” in this way.

Roe'mly this tendency has spread
beyond the few exceptional individuals,
and created mass prison rebellions which
were marked by widespread political

An increasing number
§ ©f prisoners are subscrib-
ing to Workers' Power.
Subscriptions are avail-
able free to all prisoners.
If you are a prisoner, or

Copyright € 1971 by the Inter
Socialist Pubhd\ingcomy

awareness. First in S"‘ Tombs last year,
and now at Attica, the mass of inmates \
have learned to think of themselves as

“political prifoners and many have be-
come radicals and Tevoluti i

No wonder they yere shot! Whal the
authorities fear is that these people are
no longer “vicious and brutal criminals.”
What the authorities cannot tolerate is
that they have been rehabilitated — as
revolutionaries, dedicated to fighting the
system the authorities defend.

It was for this reason that the demand

for amnesty wé non-negotiable” in the
eyes of the authorities. This was one of
the most logical of the prisoners’ demands.
If their rebellion was justified, then those
who took part in it ought not to be pun-
ished. The Warden and Governor Rocke- °
feller responded with a different logic,
equally persuasive from their own stand-
point: ‘if amnesty were granted — indeed,
if the rebellion were not smashd with
the most extreme and wanton brutahly

- other prisoners; all over the country,
would also demand to be treated as hy- -
man beings. *

The murder of thirty prisoners is on-
ly the first step in the wave of suppres-
sions that will folow. Hundreds of pris-
oners will be indicted for participation in

"-the rebellion, and probably dozens, wil
face death-penalty charges under a buvrld\
new Néw York State law against such up-
risings. Every one of these prisoners
must be defended by the
all the forces at our disposal.

In prisons across the country, the en- *
try of political literature may be curtailed.
The segregation of “politicals” from other
prisoners may be increased. These inroads
must be fought,

with

The prisoners at Amca have struc
heroic blow for human hbermon despite
their short-term defeat. It remains now
to build from that uprising a systematic
exposure of the nature of the prison sys-
tem in capitalist society and a massive
defense against further victimizations,

The leaders and participants in the up-
rising should be honored by. those who
believe in the right of rebellion against
oppression. One day, they will be hon-
%red by a new and free society.m

know of one, who would
like to receive Workers'
Power, send in the form
for your free sub. We
can’t guarantee delivery,
but do profnise continued
coverage of prison issues
and revolts, and letters
from prisoners.

Editor: Kn Lyons. Editorial Board: James
Coleman, Joel Geier, Kit Lyons, Jack Traut-
man, Michael Stewart. Art Editor: Lisa
Lyons.

14131 Woodward Ave, , Highland Park, Mich-
igan 48203. Subscriptions: $3.5Q per year.
Suppomng subscriptions: . $5. Foreign sub-
serip $5. Bundles of 10 copies or
mom 10c per copy. Introductory subscrip-

: $1 for 3 months. Signed articles do
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— all items the US would like to export deed, what the US is “sharing” is its sw
to Japan.* But this is not acceptable to nation and unemployment.
the US government, which wants changes *

: _ ; The question at stake in the negotia-
which will not only increase exports to tions is not whether the US will be able
Japan, but also allow for more US capi- to share its problems with the restof  +
tal investment there. the major capitalist countries, however.
The st significant development of It is only how much of them it can share,

all, however, has.been the new-found and with whom. In spite of their bitter
unity in the European Economic Com-
munity, otherwise known as the Com- [Continued on page 6]
mon Market. Unable, just a month ago, =
tp decide how to respond to the floating
of the dollar, they are united now in de- The International Socialists' Pro-
manding a devaluation of the dollar — and gram for Economic Crisis:
they were joined by Britain and Japan, ; Y
thus presenting a united front of all the Fight the Offensive Against Labor!
major capitalist countries against the US. 1. No Compliance with the Wage
Then on September 15, Treasury Sec- - . Freeze: For a 1-Day .Nanonal
tetary Connally, at a meeting of Finance Work Stoppage and Massive Labor
_ Ministers of the major capitalist countries, Demonstrations to Roll Back the .
spelled out America’s economic objec- Freeze.
Burns and Connally in London tives. He demanded arrangements which 2. Pay All Wage Increases Due un-
wouild guarantee America an improvement der Contracts, Enforced by Nk‘
of $13 billion in her balance of payments. Action if Necessary.

- This figure was what was necessary to as- 3. United Labor Actionto BackUn-
sure the US a comfortable surplus in the ions Th d with Sancti
fu . riss :

ture, and it was an admission of avery 4. Unlimited Right to Strike.
B MK large deficit for this year, propcnd to be 5
Mieh*l stwa’t at least $9 billion. 5. No Layoffs, No Speedup.

The size of the turnaround demanded 6.:No Wage Restraints — No Link-
Nixon's New Economic Policy is run- imported into the United States as avio- . by the US shocked the other Finance . ing Wage Incregises to Productivity
ning into increased opposition from lation of world trade and tariff treaties. Ministers. Mario Ferrari-Aggradi, chair- Rises; No Trade-Off of Working
abroad.- While most of the attacks remain This raised fears of retaliatory measures man of the Common Market Finance Min- . Conditions and Practices for qu
on the level of establishing bargaining by other countries if the surcharge is ot isters, expressed his fears that such a large nomic Packages.
positions, the threat of an international lifted soon. turnaround would cause severe economic 7. No Lsber Participation in Wage:
trade war still exists should the bargain- Japan, which sells 30 percent of all dislocation in other countries. Price Control Boards; A Vote of
ing break down. its imports to the US, is also refusing to His fears were not soothed by Connal Labor's Ranks.on Compliance with
The World Trade Council in Geneva knuckle under, Japan has o 1ered to lift Iy’s bland commentg that “We had a prob

Wage-Price Policy,

was the first to raise its voice, denoun- import quotas on eight ite. . cluding lem and we're sharifig it with the worid,
cing the 10 percent surcharge on goods computers, light aircraft, fue! ., etc. just like we shared our prosperity,” in A Program for Labor to Fight the
: Economic Crisis:

1. Control Prices and Profits, Not
of their approach to khe present attack Wages — Nationalize Inflation-Pro-
on labor. ducing Monopolies under Work-

The labor leaders’ proposal had four | ers’ Control. : i
main features:- (1) they called for three- 2. 30 Hour Work Week at 40 Hours
sided wage-price boards representing Pay — Jobs For All,

business, labor, and the public, but not
the government; (2) these boards would
have only the power to recommend, not

3. No Freeze on the Fight for E-
quality: Equal Work for Women
and Third World People; Equal Pay

to force li with their proposals; for Easl Wodk

(3) there would be some form of profits il et

control; (4) wage increases delayed by : 4. Convert the' War Economy to

the freeze would take effect retroac- Rebuild the Cities

tively. 5. Immediate Withdrawal From
The proposal was basically a mixture ' Vietnam — Withdraw All Troops

of recommendations prcwoqsly made by from Foreign Countries ~ No

Woodcack (“voluntary” controls, profits - Trade and Tariff Wars ~ Interna-

tax) and Meany (three-sided boards).
Three days later, a delegation of busi-
ness leaders met with Nixon to present
thieir own recommendations. They had
no unanimous proposal. The newspapers
reported, however, that they did all agree
that they wanted control boards with
mandatory powers, not just advisory tions and Social Movefents.
\/ powers. And, with one exception, the 7. Build Rank and File\Organiza-
LABOR LEADERS business leaders wanted control powers tions to Fight for This Program
vested in a government agency, with pri- - and to Make the Unions Serve the
vate business and labor having-no votes. Workers’ Needs.
TALK James Co'eman These proposals illustrate a fundamen

tal truth about politics in America. The

tional Cooperation among Unions.
6. A Labor Party to Fight for La
bor’s Needs — A Congress of Labor
and Its Allies to Launch a_Labor

Meanv meets Nixon

. On September 10, the leaders of the nounced it, was therc AFL-CIO Presi- text pooks tell us that ﬂmencas politics vertheless, their actions tell a different
maior unions met President Nixon to pre- dent George Meany and United Auto consists of the competition of “interest story. Even thouﬁl the tabor leaderk are
sent their proposals for the ““Phase 11" Workers President Leonard Woodcock, groups,” such as business and labor — ot ek vely & i
period which will follow the end of the whq havg had important dlfferem:es in each more or less equal in m"uenfe' The< it 1ubor Ve s o that i
wage-price freeze on November 13. their positions, spoke in unison. government does not represent a “ruling ol

: : s N : will be heard. (They should have replized

The union delegation mpresented a Unfortunately, this achievement of class,” the text'books agree, but tries to that tiied of the v gusran
triumph over internal differences. Team- unity was about the only good feature balance the competing interests to every- t :“;“ all,) The h‘u“"m' the
ster President Frank Fitzsimmons, who of the union leaders’ performance. Their one’s satisfaction. Sthos hand ';“. ults tol é“ up
had originally praised the wage-price meeting with Nixon, and the events ‘which Many labor and business leaders them- £ ready

freeze while other, union Presidents de- followed, only underlined the weakness selves believe this text book version. Ne- — [Continued on page 7]
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The national conference of the Black
Workers’ Congress (BWC), held inGary,
Indiana, on September 3-5, holds signi-
ficance not only for black workers, but
also for the entire American working
class.

A gloomy fog hangs over America,
paralyzing the thinking and ambitions
of millions of frustrated working people.
Shrinking paychecks and higher bills, in-
human working conditions, unrespon-
sive union leadership, racism, and other
complex social problems are eating away
the fibre of the individual’s life.,

The mumbo-jumbo, deceptive talk
of Nixon and other cawist politicians
doesn’t provide any beacon of light; on
the contrary, it adds to the confusion.
In the absence of a clear, honest direc-
tion and a leadership capable of genera-
ting confidence, this confusion paints
the entire day a cynical gray.

Carlos
Feliciano
Faces
Trial

Drake Levittan

V) \

It is this situation which made the
conference so important. The main
goals of the conference seemed to be
the solidification of the BWC as an or- :
ganic part of the black working class and
the buyilding of the BWC as a national
means of expression for the black wer-
ker. Both objectives are important, pos-
sessing the potentiality of providing some
direction out of the maze in which most
workers find themselves today.

All across the country black workers,
both inside and outside black union cau-
cuses, have been among the most con-
‘scious rank-and-file strata in almost ev-
ery trade union and shop. Their struggle
against the employers’ racism has many
times led to an awareness of the employ-
ers’ general oppression of all workers in
the shop. Thus, we see black workers
among\ihq first to call for an end to
speedup, for higher wages, etc.

After 16 months in jail, Carlos Felici-
ano, a 41-year-old Puerto Rican nation-
alist militant, will come to trial Septem-
ber 27 in Manhattan. During most of
these months, his bail was set at $175,-
000, a sum which a working man and
father of six could not possibly raise.

Feliciano’s bail was recently I6wered
to $50,000 in a court appearance which
combined a demonstration of support
by the Puerto Rican movement in New
Yorewith the legal arguments of radical
lawyer Willram Kunstler. To date, how-
ever, the Defense Committee has been
unable to raise the bail,

As Defense Committee literature

points out, the Feliciano case is "a test

case by which the US government hopes
to smash the Puerto Rican liberation
movement.” /See Workers’ Power no,
37 for details of the frame-up charges
against Feliciano.] Repression is mount-
ing both on the isiénd of Puerto Rico
and in-the US, as capitalism, less able to
offer the carrot of reform, uses the stick
of suppression.

The present crisis has been far more
drastic on the island than on the main-
land. Unemployment in Puerto Rico is
almost double the mainland rate, wages
are much lower, housing and other social

5

Black
Workers
- Congress
. Meets
In Gary -

Clarence Jones

The organization of this militancy and
consciousness is important because it
contains a reservoir of rank and file lead-
ership, Also, with an organized base in
the working class, the BWC can fight, as
a national cross-union organization, to
utilize the fu/l power of the AFL-CIO to
the benefit of the black liberation move-
ment (strikes against racist hiring practi-
ces, etc,).

N

With ov - 500 participants present —
a significant portion of which were
union militants, plus the presen
number of radical movement groups (pre-
dominantly third w, rid), the conference
demonstrated the pgtential for action in
the trade unions, actions taking on the
cynicism of the rank and file, and action!
clearing away the fog by exposing the
issues. . pL Y.

But along with thg good points, the -

necessities are in deep decay. The squat-
ters” shanty towns outside San Juan have
been bulldozed away. Professors and
others suspected of supporting indepen-
dence have been fired,

In the US, Puerto Ricans face condi-
tions common to all oppressed minori-
ties — racism, high unemployment, squa-
lid housing, lack of medical care, margin-
al low-paying jobs, deteriorating schools,
and cultural genocide. There is a grow-
ing militancy in the Puerto Rican com-
munity, particularly among the youth.
At the same time that the Puerto Rican
movement in the US is emerging, the
movement on the island continues, where
mass.demonstrations are taking place
against the Governors’ Conference.

For over 20 years, Carlos Feliciano
has championed the cause of Puerto
Rican independence. He represents
both a symbol of the movement for
self-determination and social emancipa-
tion, and a living link between this
movement and the heroic fight for inde-
pendence in the past. Carlos Feliciano
must be freed!m

[For further information, write:
Committee to Defend Carlos Feliciano,
P.0. Box 356, Canal Street Station, New
York, N.Y. 10013.]

conference also contained a number of

bad points. The BWC seemed to be stri-
ving for an organizational growth and, at
the same time, treating the question of
political content as a secondary matter.

In the workshops, most of the discus-
sions remained on a pragmatic level, such
as the ways and means of building union
caucuses, shop-floor tactics, etc. In the
anti-war workshop, the response to’the
question of imperialism was Third Werld
solidarity, draft counseling, and G or-
ganizing. All are good things, but they
do not aftack the heart of imperialism
~ capitalist production — and they do
not speak to the role of workers in op-
posing imperialism,

The overall strategy of the BWC =
whether to build caucuses in existing
unions or call on black workers to form
new unions ?_jiso remained unclear,

Bureaucdacy

On some political questions, the BWC
leadership expressed sympathy with the
ideas of Chinese leader Mao Tse-tung,
But black workers fighting for control
of the unions and factories will not find
an ally in a bureaucratic class regime,
which denies all rights and independent
organization to its own workinp.class.

To fight the bureaucracy and racism
of the unions what is required is an ide-
ology of workers’ democracy. An organ-
ization which fights for workers’ control
of the unions must itself be a model of
workers" democracy. Unfortunately,
and probably because of the influence
of Maoism, the BWC adopted an organi-
2zational structure that is in essence anti-
-democratic. This structure minimiges
the decision-making power of the rank \
and filé (conventions only once every
four years) and grants authority to the
Central Committee of the BWC without
specifying limits and checks.

Whether or not these bad points are -
symptoms of a gfowing organization
in its birth stage, or revelations of ob-
stacles which may hinder that growth,
remains to be seen. But one thing is
already clear, and that is the need for
organization.m

[Clarence Jones, a member of the In-
ternational Socialists, was an observer
at the Black Workers Congress confer-
ence.]

Carlos Feliciano
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Attica

Charles Leinenweber

[Continued from page 1]

ted “White Power!”
of the massacre.
And it was told also by Nelson Rocke-
feller’s chief prison manager, Russell Os”
wald, who said in a candid moment that
the prisoners’ insurrection represented
anarchy, and freedom and anarchy can-
not coexist. Did Oswald mean that the
Attica prisoners enjoyed the benefits of
a free society, but sought to destroy their
own freedom through anarchy? No, be-
cause even he would never say that pri-
soners are free.

“*Anarchrchy’’

Oswald meant that he saw the Attica
insurrection as part of a bn r assault
on American capitalist society. This was
his only true and honest thought.

That thought was not lost on CBS
News’ Eric Sevareid. On the night of the
Atgica Massacre, Sevareid warned gf an
awesome white backlash against black
revolutionary extremism. The next eve-
ning, after it had been revealed that Nel-
son Rockefeller’s army themselves had
killed the prisoners’ hostages, Sevareid
was unmoved, and continued with his
lecture.

Adlai Stevenson, he reminded white
liberal viewers, had taken time out from
his first presidential campaign to put
down an !llinois prison insurrection, all
the while refusing to negotiate. There

> had been no massacre then, Sevareid
said, but times have changed. The pri--
soners of today are different. They hate
the Establishment. They defy law and
order.

So did the Ludlow miners: a town

marshal ﬁd a reporter that the strikers"
\_.hadgotten so unruly, he personally “had
plant a few of them.”

Nelson Rockefeller is one of the
world’s richest men™Writer Stewart Al-
sop once noted, “People who meet Nel-
son Rockefeller are always aware of the -
dollar sign that floats conspicuously if
invisibly above his head.”

Another writer, Joe Alex Morris, tells
how as children, Rockefeller apd his bro-
thers travelled to their private school:

"They made the daily trips of several
miles by all modes of transportation.
Sometimes they walked or roller-skated

as they left the scene

my grandmother and aunt.... My mother,
Georygia, called it removing me from
harm's way. "'

The Attica revolt was the challenge
of one thousand George Jacksons - black,
white, and Puerto Rican — to Nelson

Attica prisoners during the revolt

Rockefeller. The Attica Massacre was
Rockefeller’s reply.

Race War?

From the point of view of John D.
Rockefeller’s soldiers, Ludlow had been
a race war. So too was the Attica Mass-
acre. The news media, particularly tele-"
vision, emphasized the racial aspects of
the struggle. They called the hostages
“white hostages,” -and the leaders of the
insurrection “black leaders.”

Race is a strange concept. No less
than 67 different languages and dialects
were spoken by the Colorado mine fami-
lies that fought J D. Rockefeller's
army, but for the poses of slaughter
they were all grou together as one
race. And so were the Attica prisoners.

There is a reason for this, Where the

. most severe divisions in a society are ra-
cial divisions, race becomes the most con-
venient explanation for the ruling class's®
acts of repression. Race hatred becomes
the motive torce for public support of

part of the
fourth Street and rode the rest of the
way in the family limousine, which had
followed them along the street and was
ready to pick them up whenever they
becanie tired or the hour grev: late."”

George Jackson, killed at San Quen-
tin prison just a few weeks before the
Attica uprising, told of his school in the
book Soledad Brother. Jackson went to
a Chicago Catholic school that was divi-
ded into two parts, with two separate
buildings:

" 'We' played and fought on the cor-

ner sidewalks bordering the school. "They'

had a large grass-and-tree-studded garden
with an eight-foot wrought-iron fence
bordering it (to keep us out, since it ne-

* ver seemed to keep any of them in when

they chose to leave). 'They' were all
white. 'They' were driven to and from
school in large private buses or their par-
ents’ carz~We' on the black side walked,
or when we could afford it used the pub-
lic busses or streetcars. The white stu-
dents' ygrd was equipped with picnic
tables 50! spring lunches, swings, slides,
and other more sophistjcated gadgets in-
tended to please older children. For
years we had only the very crowded
sidewalks and alley behind the school."

During winters, young Nelson Rocke-
feller lived-in his family’s nine-story man-
sion, in a “dignified residential section
of New York City.” Neison and his bro-
thers spent their summers at the family

y from Mr home on Fifty-

' built driving and riding trails and, later,

of us in a little walk-up. The only thing

repression, and the uppermost f for
those entrusted with carrying out
acts of repression,
We can be sure that the state police

and prison guards who carried out the

* Attica Massacre saw their victims as re-
bellious niggers. But some of the victims
were white. These would be seen as nig-
ger-lovers. Dressed inprisoners’ clothes,
the white hostages who survived the kill-
ings reported that they had to Wpohe-

country estate, Pocantio Hills, overlook-
ing the Hudson.

"Here the father owned some 3,000
acres high over the river, here he and his
bride had planted sapling spryice and
hemlock trees across a great hill sloping
down from the big house, here he had

a $500,000 playhouse with bowling al-
leys, tennis coun swimming pool and

for their lives.
squash court.” : :
A From the point of view of the Attica
George Jack meg his first 2
home: i S i D v S prisoners, race was much less important.

A New York Times reporter who sat in
on prisoner meetings writes:

“The unity displayed by the prisoners
would have been impossible if there had :
been racial discoRl..... None was apperent
to observers. The human security chains
were interracial; the leadership commit-
tee featured at least three white men, al-

1 can think of that was even slightly ‘t though the rebeiing inmeses | wa
pleasant about the place was the light. mnglltut”mmlblkad /\
We had plenty of wiridows.... In ‘49 we el :
But, the reporter continues, as promi-
nent as was racial harmony, "/t was not
s0 prominent...as were radical class and

moved to a place in the year on Warren

near Western. That was the end of the

sun. We no windows opened

directly ::d the street, mm;; o0 et political views. Every orator pictured the
rebelling prisoners as political victims,
men at the bottom of the heap for whom

society cared nothing, to whom it gave

"It was in one of the oldest sectiony
of Chicago, part ghetto residential, part
factory. The el train passed a few yards
from our front windows.... There
factorjes across the street and garage
shops on the bottom level of our flat."

Later, Jackson’s family moved: “Six

faced the alley was blocked by a garage...
the neighborhood around the place was
$0 vicious that my mother never, never

allowed me to go out of the house or the the worst of treatment.”

small yard...." ifty yur}lenmtr the Ludiow miners
Like Nelson Rockefeller, Jackson . had written, "Let /t be understood that

spent his summers in the country: "/ the strike s not directed ageinst sny spe-

cific evil or evils, but against an entire

soent most of the summers of those =
[Continued on 4]

school years in Southern Illinois with

Commissioner Oswald

Prisoner Blyden Governor Rockefeller
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The N I Peace Action Coaliti
(NPAC), the organization planning the
N ber 6 mass de: i
ﬂnwuinovuadonnciﬁn, has an-
nounced plans to make a special appeal

labor in building its h

In a letter sent out by NPAC National
Coordinator Jerry Gordon shortly after
Nixon’s imposition of the wage-price
freeze, local affiliates of NPAC were
urged “to make the tie-up between the
wage freeze and the war the central foc-
us for building the fall demonstrations.”
In the same letter, Gordon urged the
groups to solicit participation from trade

ions and trade uni , and to pre-
pare special leaflets for plant-gate distri-
butions.

This focus on labor.mmarks a new di-
rection for NPAC, and one that we wel-
come. NPAC has already prepared a let-
ter to be sent out to unionists across the
country, urging them to participate in
the march and to endorse it. This has
been signed by over 150 union officials.

Freeze and the War

7 The letter stresses the relationship
lbetween current economic problems
and the war. It asserts:

"Nixon's wage freeze is a direct at-
tempt to shift the burden of the Viet-
nam war even more directly on to the
backs of working people.... Nixon says
high wages cause inflation. This is a lie.
It is the wer that causes inflation. To
end the wage freeze and to check infla-
tion, we must end the war in Vietnam."

" Vietnam war

But €ven while NPAC intends to
make the tie-ups batweer‘ the war and
the economic problems a central focus
in building for the demonstrations, it ap-
pears that they still intend that the de-
monstrations themselves have only the
single focus of opposition to the war.

The approach they take toward labor
can be summarized as follows: (1) the
ses the current econo-
mic problems; (2) the way to overcome
the economic problems is to end the war;
(3) therefore, if you are d about
the ic probi de
against the war.

Unfortunately, the economic facts of

life are not quite as simple as that. To

bowrv,unVictnunwnrisoneofm
major contributors to the current eco-

nomic situation. But ending the war will ;

not automatically create full employ-
ment and prosperity,

The economic crisis goes far deeper.
Oppositic‘/m to the Vietnam war is a neces-
sary i ient for any labor strategy
which even hope to combat the
new 9‘ffcmive being waged against labor.
But it is far from a total strategy.

IPAC intends to tap the widespread
opposition to Nixon’s new policies among
labor, as a means of building the Novem-
ber 6 marches. We agree with this, but
believe such a move entails certain respon-
sibilities.- If working people are to be mo-
bilized for a demonstration on the basis
of their opposition to economic policies
which they see as an attack on th

stration must be part of a strategy for
combatting those policies.

November 6 must be more than just
another anti-war march.. Besides raising

the d d for'k - iot g
from Vietnam, other demands and slo-
gans are needed, geared d buildi

a fighting movement of opposition to 5
the freeze and to the new anti-labor poli-
cies being prepared to follow the opening
Counter-Offensive 5

The current attack on labor is a seri-
Ous one. It is not at all clear, yet, that
the counter-offensive needed to
this attack is forthcoming. who
attempt to tap the widespread opposition
to Nixon's econom policies in order to
swell the ranks of an anti-war march, but
who are unwilling to transform that )
march 5o that it is also a tool in building "
an effective counter-offensive against
Nixon's economic policies, are doing a
disservice to both thé labor and the anti-
war movements,

The march should express mass oppo-

sition to compliance with the wage freeze, :

It should demand that prices and profits
be controlled, but not wages. It should
raise the possibility of labor direct action,
such as work stoppages, as a means for
working people to defend their interests

' against a government attack which was

carried out in the interests of big business.
This could all be done while the march

and on the labor movement, that demon-

gzl

N

d the d
nam Now,” as-its central slogan.

d, “US Out of Viet- -

What must be avoided is the notion

 that the Vietnam war is the sole cause of

the economic crisis. England, France,
and Italy, to name only three Countries,
have been having similar problems for
years. The economic problems we face
are world-wide in scale, and are intensi.
fying: -

The period of economic Prosperity
that followed World War 11 is over, We
can now expect a prolonged attack on

’

~ wages and working conditions, coupled

with attempts to destroy those unions
which refuse to go along. Only a militant
labor movement which understands its
intems;;;nd is willing to fight can effec-
tively defend its membership from such
an attack.

Tail-ending

Unfortunately, most of the current
labor leadership is only willing to take,
at best, half-hearted and ineffective mea-
sures to defeé its ranks. They remain
politically tiet*to the Democratic Party,
which in turn is committed to defending
the interests of big business.

Most unions intend to go along with
government-imposed wage controls, or
at least are not willing to mobilize the
kind of opposition needed to reverse
such policies. An announcement of no
compliance with any policies %«'med
to attack the wages and conditions of
labor, backed up by mass strikes if nec-
essary, would be one effective way for .
labor to fight back. But most labor lead-
ership today is afraid to fight effectively,
The leaders have grown soft since the
days of the mass sit-down strikes when
the CIO was orgagiized,

NPAC has refused to permit a strategy

- for fighting Nixon’s economic ‘poligies =~

to be included in the political definition
of the November 6 marches. One reason
for this is that NPAC has embarked ona
policiy of politically tail-ending the exis-
ting union leadership.

NPAC identifies labor with the union
officialdom. In its approach toward la-
bor, therefore, it will only support poli-
cies for which there is already support

* among labor officials. It is unable to

champion the kind of program needed

to launch a counter-offensive against
Nixon'’s ic polici 3, b TR
olyﬂ,hwiflnylworlud.nmnd{
for such a program. But unless such a
program is launched, the ranks will suf-
fer.

NPAC is led by the Socialist Workers
Party (SWP), an organization that should
know all this, But so long as NPAC and
the SWP are tied to a strategy which
leads them to politically tail-end the
union leadership, they will be incapable
of building support for the kind of pro-
gram needed to keep the ranks of labor

-from suffering a severe set. k,

While it is important for%
work with union'officials, its primary
orientation should be to the ranks of
labor.m

Europe

CONTINUED FROM

PAGE 3

resentment, all the other countries agree
that it would be better to pay for the US's
problems than to risk an all-out confron-
tation. ;

The US is less dependent on foreign
trade than any of the other major capi-

. talist countries.  Thus it has less to lose
" in the event of a trade war.

Further, as it is presently organized,
the international monetary system de-
pends on the dollar. A large payments
deficit for the US gndermines the dollar,
and thus threatens the stability of the
entire monetary system.

Without a stable monetary system,
international trade would break down.
Thus the use of the dollar as the inter-
national reserve currency greatly streng:
thens the US position, since all countries

are forces to defend the dollar in order
to defend the monetary system, That is
whythe Common Market is also deman-
ding a new monetary system where the
dollar as a reserve currency is replaced
by Special Drawing rights, or “paper
gold,” from the International ‘Monetary
Fund. Such a reserve would not then be
linked to any one country.

The present negotiations have a great
deal of significance for workers through-
out the world. What in fact is being ne-
gotiated is how to Spread the unemploy-
‘ment around. For unless new markets
are found, the thousands of dollars other

countries lose in trade to the US will re-
sultina corresponding numbet of wor-
kers being laid off.
Workers must not, however, f4il into

- the trap of thinking that the best way

to defend their interests is by su ing
the gover of their respecti n
tries and proposing new protective tariff
legislation. For this can only lead to
taliatory measures abroad, and an inter;
national trade war, whose biggest losers
would be the thousands of workers thrown
out of work when the trade war leads to
€conomic stagnation and sharper econo-
mic crisis.m

e e s
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“Dump Nixon”

Come
South

Allard L in, the man behind
the “Dump Johnson” movement in :
1968, has been organizing conferences
around the country to mobilize students
to get out to register the new 18- to 21-
year-old voters. One of his latest efforts,
a Student Action C in Chapel
Hill, North Carolina, took place over
the weekend of August 13.

This gathering of students from the
colleges, technical institutes, and high
schools of the Tar Heel State, indicates
where Lowenstein‘s new “Dump Nixon"
bandwagon is heading.

Anti-Working Class

From the questionnaires distributed
to the participants, student body presi-
dents drew up a list of fssues which con-
cerned the “youth” of North Carolina.
Implicit in this statement and in the whole
conference was the identification of
“youth” with “student.”

This assumption, like the conference
as a whole, ignored the thousands of
Young Carolinians (as the bank ads like
to call them) — the black, the Indian, the
woman, and the taineer — who arg
kept out of North Carolina’s highly strat-
ified educational system. .

Moreover, this shopping list of issues
“important to young people” did not
speak to the needs of the Carolinians
whose youth is being sweated away in
textile mills. While vaguely calling for
an end to sexual and racial oppression,
the student “leaders” forgot the harsh
reality that one of the most important

hanisms for that opp in North
Carolina has been and is union busting.
Instead of calling for a drive to unionize
their fellow youths as well as registering
them to vote, they called for wage and
price controls.

Nixon obliged them the next night,
and, in so doing, pulled the rug out
from under the campaign to organize
the tobacco workers, which was just
starting to pick up momentum at har-
vest time.

The most blatant example of anti-

\/@king class bias surfaced in one of

Labor

CONTINUED FROM
PAGE 3

any guarantee, to let the government have
a free hand.

Evidently they believed that the gov-
ernment would, by and large, act in the
interest of business. The next episode

~

Ken Daly
Ay

the warm-up speeched&efore Al Low-
enstein spoke. In an attémpt to defend

_the need for “liberal reform’’ (as opposed

to what, was never made clear), an over-

thirty preacher warned his audience of -

blacks and students that if they went

off into separatism and counter-culture, ~

they would pave the way for the upward

meb?’ of white working-class people.
Accgrding to the preacher, this threat

is perfonified by George Wallace, who

might run in North Carolina’s Democrat-

ic Party primary next year,
. This call to arms again:t the bogey

.of working class racism seemed particu-

larly out of place coming from a man
who in the early "60’s cautioned civil
rights activists not to engage in sit-ins
because they might alienate the more “re-
sponsible” citizens of Chapel Hill: But
such is the essence of “liberal reform” in
North Carolina, and thé nation: vicious
attacks on democratic movements from
below as “threats to democracy,” and
supine spineléssness before the real hold-
ers of wealth, power, and privilege.
While the white liberals in the audi-
ence took this enthusiastically, they
went into a frenzy over Al Lowenstein.
Consisting mostly of reminiscences of
his years in school in Chapel Hill and
of anecdotes about how littie Al slew

Paul N. (Pete )McCloskey

the circumstances which brought “Pete”
McCloskey to Chapel Hill — Lowenstein’s
campaign to shore up an even greater
myth, namely, that real change can be
achieved by working within the “two-
party system.””

McCloskey told a news conference at *
the Raleigh-Durham airport that Ameri-
can withdrawal from Vietnam must be
tied to the release of American prisoners.
As many of the families of these men
have pdjnted out, this Nixon policy is
just another way of saying American
troops will stay there indefinitely.

Echo, Not A Choice

If McCloskey provided more of cn
echo than a choice in regard to Vietnam,

1
the Téxas giant, Lowenstein’s talk aimed
at warming the group up for the new
giant-kitler from California, Paul McClos-
key, the independent. Republican try-
ing to challenge Nixon for their party’s
nomination.

Lowenstein offered unbounded praise
of the “heroism and integrity” of Mc
Closkey, while warning against ill-fated
forays into splinfer-party politics which
might divide the-“Dump Nixon" move-
ment.

When McCloskey himself spoke the
following day, he too aroused the fervor
of his audience — and‘he too showed the

- same blindness to the needs of the wor-

king people of North Carolina and the
US as a whole.

McCloskey first went right along with
the Nixon-Laird propaganda line that
peace is ible for loy
and a sagging economy. He then charac-
terized the recent wage gains won by some
unions as inflationary. S

Just as greedy workers have caused i
flation, according to McCloskey,
thetic public is responsible f e “deca-
dent” structure of the two major parties,
His making this statement in a state with
one of the oldess functioning oligarchies
in the country, and in the alma mater of
this ruling class, can only be excused }

Southern textile mill ]

in the drama indicated that they were
quite right.

On September 16, in a message 10
Congress, Nixon gave labor the short
end of the stick. Although he did not
reveal his full plan for “Phase I1,” he did
give hints. These shaped up to a plan
which, one newspaper reporter wrote,
was “somewhat closer to the recommen-
dations of business and industry than of
organized labor.”

Nixon rejected the idea of boards with

advisory powers only, and called for con- *

trols “with teeth,”” that is, compulsory
controls. He did not mention profit con-,

trols or retroactivity. (Shortly after, his
Secretary of Labor, James Hodgson, flew
to Detroit to warn UAW. President Wood-
cock that “Phase |1 might mean UAW
members would not get raises scheduled
for November and December.)

Nixon'’s message did not deal with the
composition of wage-price boards, either.
If they are'created on a representational
basis, they may well include a seat for
“the public,” rather than for government.
This may look like a victory for labor.
But the “public” representatives would
probably act like the “neutral”’ members
of arbitration boards — Hrawn from the

his g_g about busing and school
desegregation, perhaps outdid Nixon's

in opportunifm. “The federal govern-
ment should never have got involved with -
school desegregation in the first place,”

he said. “The whole thing is patently
absurd.” : }

North Carolina is particularly sensi-
tive avout busing. The recent Supreme
Court decision upholding the constitu-
tionality of busing stemmed from a case
in Charlotte.

Last year, the Department of Health,
Education and Welfare imposed a busing
plan on Raleigh, the capital city, which
hit black and white working class neigh-
borhoogls very hard, but barely touched
the affluent white suburbs, This year
Raleigh and sugrounding Wake County

‘are again in the midst of battles over
busing. .

McCloskey praised the South\for de>
segregation, and followed Nixon and
Wallace in opposing busing over long
distances. This meant that the poorer
whités and the' blacks will continue to
bear the brunt of the disruption that
busing causes in family lives (blacks wére
always bus\ud for long distances to main-
tain segregated schools, a fact that does-
n’t seem to sink into white heads in the
heat of the debate about busing).

If you say, as McCloskey does, that
“where we can bus children a
tance, maybe two or three miles, and
achieve a racial balance, then we should
bus,” then you are effectively protecting
the better-off, white suburbanites from
bearing the burden that blacks have borne
under both regimes, and that poor whites
are beginning to bear under the weight
of liberal desegregation policies.

In sum, then, Chapel Hill’s recent
Student Action Conference provides
little hope that North Carolina’s new
voters will be mobilized to meet the rea/
needs of Young Carolinians and their
parents. If Lowenstein akd McCloskey
are the best.the Democrati Repub-
lican parties have to offer, if the liberal
reformers of the “Dump Nixon’ move-
ment look on the workin

play right into Nixon's hands.

Nixon'’s rejection of the call f,
untary”’ controls already indicafes how
ineffective are the labor leadersy preferred
methods — trying to influence, gbvernmem
through top-level meetings.

Trying to influence the decisions of
wage-price boards, through persuasion,
would be equally ineffective. The method
of struggle is the only effective one.m
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West Coast
Dock Strike:
: What’g at Stake_

Robert Battle

Since July 1, 15,000 Pacific Coast
dock workers (longshoremen) have been
on strike against employers in 24 ports,

 the first coast-wide strike since 1948,
Thmkolicnlumwmonmdocks,'
reversing a 20-year policy of cooperation
between the employers — the Pacific -

MlvaAuoehﬂon(PMA)-de.vy

, President of the International
gs ‘s and Wareh s
Union (ILWU). ¢ N

For 10 years, PMA and ILWU rhetor-
ic about “peace on the waterfront” has
obscured a growing bitterness and frus-
tration among longshoremen as working
conditions have deteriorated. Due to the
nearly total abandonment of traditional
work rules in the 1960 and 1966 con-
tracts, underemployment and speedup
hvchteomolwwoflif. for many.

Safety conditions have been $0 seri-
ously undermined that today the long-
shore industry is the most hazardous in
the nation, with 69.9 fatalities or disab-
ling injuries per milli hours wor-
ked (as compared with 41.1 for under-
ground miners, the second highest).

At the same time, worker productivi-
ty and employers’ profits have skyrock-
eted. Conservative estimates put produc-
tivity increases from 1960 to 1970 at
about 85 percent. But the real hourly
wages of longshoremen have remained
?bh, just barely keeping up with infla-

on.

lndﬂﬂon,mhuplmhﬂn
use of containerized freight since 1966,
mwmmimlbﬂhyof_
hwpunlonloﬂhmip,h-mm
Mlmmydlmworkhm
lmdeonum"mfﬂmmdmipplng"
Mom,mnithpoﬂonmdbyhm
" ster (truck driver) union members or .
even by non-union workers.

Militant Traditions
In the face of these threats, longshore-

men havi N to revive long-submerged
\ traditions, Without strike funds, they
have gone to other unions and to the

communities for support. They have re-
vived the tradition of mass picketing.

The leaders of various local unions
have begun to actively oppose the Brid-
ges leadership. Only a few years ago,
Bridges and the PMA successfully played
one local against another; this year, the
San Francisco local has side-stepped
Bridges and sent delegates to other locals
up and down the coast, attempting to
come out with a unifigd rank and file
position on all major issues, Thus the
ranks have held Bridges back from com-
promise.

1 seash

' LS

The ILWU was once among the most
militant and democratic of American

trade unions. In the 90-day Pacific Coast

maritime strike of 1934, 14 workers were
ki scabs and police, and hundreds
more nded and arrested. Their de-
mands for union recognition, the closed-
shop hiring hall, coastwide bargaining,
and the 30-hour week were won only af-
ter a three day general strike that brought
San Francisco to-a standstill.

The West Coast longshoremen'’s exam-
ple helped to inspire other American wor-
kers to organize and strike in what be-

_ came the greatest labor upsurge in Amer-

ican history, culminating in the sit-down
strikes and the formation of the Congress
of Industrial Organizations (C10).

The degeneration from this militant
stance to the ILWU-PMA collusion of the
last 20 years was gradual. Bridges’ un-
democratic methods, as well as govern-

-ment harassment, played a partin the

process,

The 1960 “Mechanization and Mod-
emization” (“M&M") contract was the
culmination of the ILWU's retreat. The

Idled ships at anchor in San Francisco Bay

- .

Bridges told the union members that
because of these pressures, they would
lose their conditions, their hiring hall,
and their union, if “compromises” were
not made. He persuaded them to give
up job control in exchange for a fund
into which the employers would pay
$5.5 million a year, insuring a guaran-
teed work week and a large cash pay-
ment for each man upo# retirement.

After the contract was signed, long-
shoremen soon discovered that this work
guarantee was illusory since there were
0 many “fine print” restrictions that
few ever actually qualified for benefits
when underemployed,

Up to this time, the employers had
been prevented from introducing labor-
saving machinery without maintaifing
old manning scales. Now these standards
were abandoned. In order to provi
the likelihood of a reduced wi oree
due to mechanization, a special category
of expendable men was brought into the
industry, on a sec ass or “'B-list”
basis, \

These new, mostly young and black !
men were denied job security, work
Quarantees, and union rights to vote,
hold office, or speak at meetings. Just -
as important, they were de facto denied
ermwimonmjob,sian
could be fired — deregistered — from the
industry for any reason at any time.
The B-men became the kind of work

[Containerized
cargo being loa-
ded at the port
of Oakland, Cal-
ifornia,]

force totally missing from the water-
front since 1934 — docile, and capable
of being speeded up on the job. B-men
got all the hardest, dirtiest, mafs\ommm
work, worked mostly in the holds rather
m.nonmdoeks,lndbonﬁubmm
of underemployment. These “second- -
class citizens” on the docks worked as
mudauSOporeomhmmlnMnﬁ-
stered “A<men.”

When, in 1964, some B-men attemp-
ted to speak up against these conditions,
82 of them were railroaded out of the

“industry and deregistered by the mwu-‘\

/

~ essential to the welfare of all wage earn-

PMA, protests from their local union not
withstanding. This and other repressive
actions created an atmosphere of fear
among the B-men,, reinforcing their doci-
lity.’ ;

All of this undermined the union’s  *
real strength. The strategy of the PMA
has been to divide the workers and play

. them off against each other: A-men

gainst B-men, longsh
Teamsters,

Containerization =

The container issue threatens the very
life of the union, for if longshoremen are
deprived of container stuffing and strip-
ping, most of them can expect to face
permanent unemployment in the indus-
try, and will be forced to seek non-exis-
tent jobs elsewhere. Thus, the hardest
Question in the present strike is, who shall
stuff and strip containers, work now per-
fzmod mostly by members of the Team-
sters Union. Longshoremen feel that this
work belongs to them, since containers
have replaced their old work.c%l

Until roughly two years ago, the full
effects of containerization were offset
by the huge volume of Vietnam war car-
goes. Until then, the ILWU mili-
tant-sounding anti-war resolu ons, while
paychecks depended on mili ry work.
With war trade declining and dontainer-

ne, g

men found themselves working fess and
less. ‘But the Teamsters have also\been
hard-hit by underemployment: mén now
working the container vans obviously
are not willing to.be laid off their j
The ILWU, from top to bottom, has
made this “jurisdictional”” fight the majn
issue of the strike, with the Bridges le:
ership naturally trying to emphasize thj
to the exclusion of other equally im .
tant issues. Clearly, however, any * u- o
tion” that gives exclusive jurisdiction ‘to
either group of workers will only divide
them and destroy the solidarity that is

en against

ers in the transportation industry.

Ry
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Trucking lines, railroads, and shipping
companies are united in wanting to weak-
en or dismantle the transportation unions.
Both longshoremen and Teamsters must
find an equitable and democratic way of _
sharing the work and reducing the hours
while maintaining earnings. 1

A step in the right direction was made
this year by the Seattle local of the ILWU
when it put forward the demand for a
6 hour day at $1,g.an hour. This is a prac-
tical answer to underemployment, which
goes beyond Bridges’ narrow “jurisdic-
tional”’ approach.

Organize To Win

The situation today is remarkably
similar to that faced by dock workers
in 1934: speedup, unemployment, and
a favored elite of “loyal workers” getting
all the good jobs with the privilege of
working full time. Added to this is the
apparent determination of the employers
to have done with the inconvenience of
a strong and meaningfull union organi-
zation.

In 1934 and again in 1948, the soli-
darity of all transportation workers com-
bined to defeat the employers’ offensives
and to win better conditions for all wor-
kers. The present jurisdictional dispute
is perhaps the single most powerful wea-
pon in the employers’ hands.

The morale of the strikers is high, d?/
spite the fact that negotiations are stallsd
and Nixon — whose wage-price freeze
punctuated the strike’s seventh week —
has begun to intervene. There is real de-
termination to win this strike — longshore-
men are prepared to stay out for months,
especially since military and passenger
ships have not been struck, providing
some work despite the strike.

However, an important prerequisite
for victory — an organized, determined,
and militant leadership with a worked-
out program — is still missing. Most lo-

" cal leaders are opposing Bridges, but they
have no real alternative prbgra , having
been driven into opposition not on their
own initiative, but by the anger and ac-
tions of their members.

A return to real job control is cop-
stantly being implied by working long-
shoremen in job action and protest. It
has yet to be raised programmatically.
There have been only scattered demands
for Jtﬁe abolition of compulsory arbitra-
tion, for example. v

Serious reduction in hours has been
raised, but is not being fought for in any
meaningful way. The jurisdictional fight -
with the Teamsters cannot be won by
anyone as it is presently posed — except
ultimately by the employers.

The revival of militancy on the docks
points to victory., Whether victory will
be achieved remains to be seen.m

Western
‘Union
Settles

New York Telephone strike rally in Queens”™

NEW YORK TELEPHONE:

“REBUILD
' STRIKE

As the strike of 40,000 New York

Telephone Plant craftsmen enters its

tenth week, the obstacles in the way of
a yssful fight are i ing,
despite efforts being made to rebuild
the strike.

N.Y. Tel has done everything possible
to defeat the union. On numerous oc-
casions, they have broken off bargaining

" on the pretext that “acts of violence

and sabotage by the strikers have occur-
red.” But they have never produced a
single shred of evidence to prove their
charges.

Infact, the only real violence during
the strike has come from the

called in front of the hotel in which the
bargaining was supposed to be taking
place, the pany called off i
tions until it was over,

N.Y.Tel is also trying to demoralize
the strikers through the use of scabs.
The number of craftsmen scabbing has
actually been cut in half, in part
the rebuilding of the strike
ing of the union’s defense fund. But the
company has playeg up the fact that it
is importing out-of foremen as
scabs.

There is a New York City ordinance |

prohibiting this practice. But the phone
company, a well known defender of

pany.
At least six pickets have been run down
by coy/p.‘any-operned vehicles; some
were Seriously injured. Strikers have
heep’ attacked by scabs. The police have
begn arresting pickets and harassing un-
ion officials and stewards during rallies
and on the lines.

The company has rejected every pro-
posal made by the union, including the
proposal that the July offer, rej d by

rights, has decided to chal-
lenge the constitutionality of that law °
and has therefore been enlarging its
force of imports.

They are also hiring new people off
the street with the understanding that
they are willing to cross picket lines.
These new hires pose a real threat to
people’s jobs. We must not return to

the members in New York, be the basis
on which to build a new offer. The Com-
munications Workers of America (CWA)
bargaining committee has asked for round-
the-clock bargaining.— the company has
refused. When a demonstration was

e

~

-

The 3% month strike by CWA Local
1177 against the Western Union Compa-
ny is over. The two-year settlement pro-
vides for only, 23 percent, about what
was offered before the strike.

The settlement provides for no wage
raise during the 90-day freeze and says :
that any raise aftér the end of the freeze
is subject to whatever controls may be
imposed by Nixon,

This is exactly the type of settlement
that Nixon wants and that the labor bur-
eaucrats like CWA President Bierne have
decided to give him. The CWA Interna-
tional played a large role in achieving
this “victory”; no word has yet come
from them about the loss of income
since the last contract was signed, due
to the rising cost of living.

The labor movement needs a few vic-
tories for the ranks, not for Nixon.m

work until the job of every striker is
The resp of CWA Presid

Bierne and the International to the
scabs has been minimal. Bierne is try-
ing to take the company to court for
violating the law. But he has not called

WORKERS’ POWER
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out those locals which cover the areas
from which the scabbing foremen are
being sent. ;

Bierne, of course, would be embar-
rassed if Local 1101 and the 22 other
New,York Locals made real gains. A
‘clearcut victory for the New York Lo-
cals would make him look bad for urg-
ing acceptance of a much inferior con-
tract. Bierne has to appear to be with
us while not taking any of the steps nec-
essary té\win the strike.

Nixon’s wage freeze has given the
company another club to hold over out
heads. The company’s official position
is that we will not get any wage increase
until November 13, and then what we
get will be limited by the “Phase 11" -
controls.

Moreover, @) the Western Union set-
tlement shows¥{see box), the CWA Inter-
national has no intention of fighting the
freeze. Bierne's proposal for the New
York strike, after talking with Nixon, is
that the new wages are to become eff
tive after N ber 13 with r ivity
But a White House spokesman has already
rejected any. such retroactivity,

The-members of Local 1101 and the
other locals have to fight to pw in-
crease now. We must use every/ apon
at our disposal, including working with
other unions to build demonstrations 2
and work stoppages against the freeze.

Originally the position of Local 1101
and its President, Ricky Carnivale, was
that we are leading the fight against the
freeze by stayingout on strike, But now
thiere are signs that the local is falling

. back from that position and may be

"ing to settle for the same rotten deal that
the Western Union local got.
Thhwouuhndmmhn'ov
1101 members, but for the whole labor
movement. A victory in the New York
Tdoﬂmﬂﬂhmldhuﬁmmp
toward

Strike Committee

If the strike is to be won, the r:
and file must take the initiative. In 1101,
a rank and file strike committee has been

formed. Dennis Serrette, Vice President
and strike coordinator for the local,
called a meeting attended by many who
felt the need for a strike committee com-
posed of all stewards, chief stewards, and
rank-and-filers who were active in the
strike and interested in a real victory,
The stewards’ body under Ed Dempsey,
another Vice President, then voted to

t up a meeting to combine the two

oups.

The first strike committee meeting,
of over 100 people, took place after the
rally at the Hotel where bargai was
going on. We planned for future rallies
and the rebuilding of the strike,

- Unfortunately, the next

of the committee have go ogress-
ively smaller. Carnivale has little
to help the strike commi ; in fact, he
has weakened it by the poor\publicity he
has given to our rallies. Dem y has de-
cided to pull his machine out of the com-
mittee. Serrette feels he has strike
committee fully under his contr. , which
is just the way he wants it.

tings

The strike committee has also been
weakened by the mistaken proposals of
some of the radicals in the union,
made a motion that the focus of the
mittee be the calling of a mass march pf
unions, community groups, etc., agaifist

om-
mittee which can force the local to stick
to its position of opposition to the wage
freeze.m <

[Bill Hastings is a shop steward in
CWA Local 1101 and a member of the
International Socialists.]
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KHRUSHCHEV
- WhyNo One Mourns -

Chris Harman

e
(o

>

Nikita Khruschev’s death this week
has met with quite different assess-
ments in the western press and in
Russia itself. Western journalists have
gone out of the way to stress what an
important figure he was, with some
quite lovable qualities. According to
the [London] Jimes he had ‘elements
of greatness” and was ‘bluff and jovial.’

Yet in Russia itself his death has
been hardly noticed. Those who now
rule have not thought him worthy of
any large official tribute. Nor have
the mass of ordinary people expressed
much interest.

This can only be explained by
clearing a way through all the myth-
ology of the East and the West to see
what Khruschev really stood for. The
story of his early rise to power was
far from ‘bluff and jovial.’

The Great Vozhd?

Khruschev is perhaps most remem-
bered for his open criticism of the
methods of Stalin at the 20th Congress
of the Soviet Communist Party in 1956,

Yet Khruschev himself was one of
the k nployers of such method:
As Secretary of the Moscow region of
the party in 1936 he praised Stalin
repeatedly as the ‘genius of humanity,”’
‘the great vozhd of all toiling people.’

: When in January 1937 13 Oid
Bolsheviks, including well-known lead-
ers of the 1917 revolutiéiTike Radek,
Sokolnikov and Piatakov, were sen-
tenced to either death or long prison
sentences (from which none returned) .
Khruschev declared: o

“Before the workers of the whole
world we approve this sentence . . .
The Trotskyite clique was riothing but
a gang of spies and mercenary murder-

The sentence passed on these
Trotskyite murderers, diversionists
and agents of fascists is a warning to
all the enemies of the people."

Nor was this just talk. Khruschev
showed in practice that he meant
every word of it, whether he believed
it true or not. His real rise to eminence

" began when he was appointed first sec-
retary of the Ukrainian Communist
Party by Stalin.

This followed the sacking, and Iater
execution, of his two predecessors iri
the job, the old Bolsheviks, Postyshev

and K # wnhm a few months of
t the party press in the Ukraine

soon made it clear that the purge
really began there in earnest ‘after
the Central Committee of the All
Union Communm Paﬁy sent the

ving Bolshevik and Stalini
Nikita Sergeyevitch Khruschev, to
the Ukraine.’

Within a year 70 per cent of the
members of the Ukrainian Central
Committee had been removed—an _
unknown number ending up in the -
death cell or the concentration camp.

In a speech before a hundred thou-
sand people, Khmschev glorified his
work,

““This has boen a distinctive year

’

as far as the crushing of the enemies
of the people is concerned.” He
proclaimed: “Our work is holy.
He whose hand will shake or falter
half way~the person whose knees
give way beneath h'm when he has
to kill 10 or 100 ies—that person
exposes the to danger.”
Khruschev's climb to power was
over a pile of corpses. Such was the
bloody past of a ruler so beloved of

' western statesmen.

Yet soon after Stalin’s death,
Khruschev was denouncing his and
Beria’s crimes (not, of course, those
of Khruschey) The reason did not
lie in any sfrong feellngs of humanity
in Khrusghev's heart, but in the en-
ormous/fwobiems bequeathed by
Stalin fo his heirs.

Su‘m had built up Russian heavy
industry with his brutal methods. But
in most other fields when he died
things were as bad if not worse than
when he took full power in 1929,

For instance, although the popu-
lation had grown by 30 per cent, the
total grain crop was hardly greater in
1953 than in 1916. And the total
meat production was even less. The
housing shortage was worse in 1951
than 30 years earlier.

Under a regime of fear, people
did not feel like putting any effort
into their work. Even within the
priveleged sectors of the ruling
bureaucracy there was enormous

g Stalin’s method:
This was still more widespread among
the masses of ordinary people in the
Soviet Union and rn Europe.

Khruschev sought to improve the
performance of the economy and to
provide a firmer. and more secure basis
for his rule. He could not do so with-
out carrying through certain reforms
from above.

He set about making the middle
layers of Russian society feel more
secure by offering them more bur-
eaucratic priveleges and by reducing
the threats of physical terror. For

the workers and collective farmers he

offered marginal improvements in
living standards.

In Eastern Europe he oﬂand to
the local C ist rulers an i
degree of autonomous power.

But the one thing he was not lnhr-
ested in changing was the opoly of
power held by those at the top of
society. Russian workers were-sioived
no greater say in politics or in the run-
ning of the factories l&m they had been

_ under Stalin.

Challenge From Below

Yet the very act of. reforming the
old organization of society encouraged
demands for much gredter change from
below.

In East Germany in 1953 a general
strike broke out which rapidly grew
into an insurrection. In the depths of
Siberia the giant slave labor camps
like Vortuka saw massive strikes by
prisoners demanding freedom,

The summer of 1956 saw large
scale riots in the Polish industrial
city of Poznan. And finally, in Oct-
ober of that year, the people of
Hungary rose in armed revolt against
their local Stalinist rulers and Russian
domination,

Exactly the same sort of organs of
revolutionary power that had been
built by Russia’s workers in 1917,
workers’ councils, now appeared in
the factories of Budapest.

Khruschev showed what a good
disciple he was of Stalin. 20,000
people were killed in putting down the
Hungarian uprising and tens of thou-
sands more were deported to Siberia.,

The dangers of talk of reforms had
been illustrated to Russia’s rulers.
From this point on they were to be
more careful in their behavior.

But without thoroughgoing reforms
they could not begin to solve their
basic problems. The USSR'’s rate of
economic growth fell from an average
of 9.2 per cent in 1955-60 to 6.3 per
centin 1960-65. Khruschev prgpared
elaborate schemes to try and overcome

|

this deficiency.

None, however, involved any real
shift away from the concentration of
power in the hands of those at the top
of Russia’s bureaucratic pyramid.

None was able to deal with the source
of the problems:

Internationall ﬁw old monohth-
ic C ist bloc di g
China, Albania and Rumaml baqan
to openly argue with Russian policies.

The rest of Russia’s top leaders be-
came disenchanted with Khruschev's
methods. The changes he had intro-
duced, full of menace to their position,
had done nothing to overcome their
long-term problems. “\7\

The Russian workers also became
disillusioned. Khruschev had promised
them that ‘within five years’ the food
shortages and bad housing would be
overcome. Yet, when he fell, real wages
in Russia still averaged less than $25 a
week. e
It'was not surprising that no one at
all inside the Soviet Union was prepared _
to put up a fight for him when he wﬁ
kicked out or even to mourn him when
he died.

Khruschev rose to power by aiding
Stalin to establish the rule of a new
bureaucratic state t
Russia. When Stalin died he tried to
reform the rule Gf this class in order
to safeguard its long-term future,

But thorough-going workers’
revolution alone can overcome the
problems that plague Russian soc
iety, Khruschev and his successors

feared that more than anything else, /\

That is why no one mourns Khruschey
and no one will mourn Brezhnev and
Kosygin when their turn comes.m -

[Reprinted from Socialist Worker,

weekly newmaper ol the Brmsh
Inter P
18, 1971.]
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Few people in the United States are
aware of the ferocious political repres-
sion going on in Guatemala, the small

Central

dictatorship of President Carlos Arana,
“elected” in 1970 (against no left oppo-
sition), has instituted a bloodbath which
has eliminated thousands of trade union
leaders, workers, university teachers,
students, peasants — and anyone who
even mildly opposed Arana’s servility

to the United States and the native lan-
ded oligarchy of Guatemala.

Guatemala is a country with a popu-
lation of five million. Its main products
are bananas, coffee, cotton, maize, and
other agricultural goods. Huge Ameri-
€an corporations such as United Fruit
and Electric Bond and Share own the
best land and the major communications
networks,

Guatemala faces problems similar to
those of its small Central American neigh-
bors which for generations have suffered
the direct interference of American com-
Panies and the US Marines, and an appal-
ling backwardness and poverty upon

ich a degenerate and bloodthirsty rul-
ing class thrive. The majority of the pop-
ulation lives off the land, and the cry for
land reform is extremely vital to any
mobilization of the peasantry.

Arevalo and Arbenz

The nationalist regimes of Arevalo™
“and Arbenz (1945-1954) took various
steps in the direction of agrarian reform,
These included moves against the 22
landlord families that control 50 percent
of the arable land, and an attempt to ex-
Propriate unused United Fruit land (with
full compensation).

Arevalo end Arbenz had the support

L

of the Y and the agricultural wor-
kers in the banana plantations. But they
feared any independent initiative on the
part of the masses, who were never given
the chance to arm themselves and create
their own leaderships and independent
mMass organizations.
~The nationalist regimes drew their
main)support from the army. In the last
aml,v'sis, the army decided to throw its
lot with the laridiords and its main arms
pplier, the US government. In 1954,
/Arbenz was overthrown by a coup organ-
| ized by the CIA.

Since then, each regime has been
more murderous than the last. In 1662,
guerrilla movements led by nationalist
army officers such as Yon Sosa and Tur-
cios-Lima began to pose a serious threat
to Guatemalan “law and order.” The gov-
ernment launched a campaign of terror
in the countryside. !

_Butcher 6f Zapaca

Arana?ﬂthe present dictator, gained the
nickname ““The Butcher of Zapaca” for
his massacres in that rural region in 1968.
The CIA and the US government helped
the Guatemalan army to exterminate
thousands of peasants by napalming them
and destroying their crops in 1966-68.

The guerrillas were incapable of de-
veloping a secure base in the country-
side, iafly b of the imp
bility of finding a “sanctuary” in the
neighboring countries (Mexican and Hon-
duran border patrols killed them or re-
tuned them to sure death) and the utter
reign of terror against the villages launched
by the government in what is relatively
a small territory.

Internal squabbles of the guerrillas
(the “MR-13" and the Fuerzas Arm?dos

Juan Mclver

Revolucionarios, or FAR) also et Yo de-
moralization. From Cuba-€astro attacked
the MR-13 leadership publicly in 1966
for “Trotskyisn,” and finally helped
drive it to the aPms of the FAR, which
collaborated closely with the undergiound
Communist Party in the cities, b

In the cities, the CP engaged in elec-
toral deals, supporting “lesser evil" can-
didates for President (such as future but-
cher Mendez Montenegro). Turcios Lima,
leader of the FAR, died in an auto crash,
and Yon Sosa was finally killed by Mexi-
can border patrols in 1970, <

But the guerrillas still exist and the
fierce repression in the countryside has
driven many of them back to the cities,
Composed in many cases by unemployed
intellectuals and ex-students, they have
executed two foreign ambassadors and
a few military attaches of the American
Embassy,

The abject poverty of Guatemala,
where three-quarters of the population
live on 25 US cents a day (workers are

#

class organizations. Half the population
is out of work, and the annual popula-
tion growth is 3.1 percent. !

This lack of warking class and peasar
political organization has allowed Aran:
to slaughter all political opponents with
the most vicious impunity. To insure a
more “lawful” regime, he has beefed up
the armed forces. Between 1945 and

- 1966, the US Military Assistance Pro-

gram gave Guatemala $15 million; recen
ly, US AID made a $23 million loan.

ichicastenango, an Indian village
of arpund 47,000 people, has no doctor
— but keeps a local police forge of eight
cops! It's the same in all villages in Gua
emala. The army swallows up nearly 50
percent of the national budget. Arana’s
presidential income itself is $48,000 a
month!

The egdermination of all the opposi-
tionists n around seven months ago,
when Arana declared a state of siege in
Guatemala, Arch-reactionary clandes-
tine organizations,such as 'Ojo por Ojo
— "Eye for Eye” - supported by the
Catholic Church hierarchy, the CIA, and
the army, have systematically tortured,
castrated, mutilated and killed hundreds
of people, mcl'uding leaders of liberal
parties and a Miss Guatemala, a beauty

" contest winner who was vaguely connec-

ted with the guerrillas,

Betyeen November 1970 and Febry-
ary 1971, 600 people were murdered by
these reactionary thugs. The army admi|
ted that in November, 70 persons were
being arrested daily; in some rural areas,
10 peasants.wiere killed a day. Bodies
are tortured and thrown into the Pacific
from planes. They are washed,
torn by sharks and horribly mutilated.\,

‘In January, 2,000 people were in jail,
Many others simply disappeared. Even
to inquire about lost relatives is danger-
ous.

The killings will continue in Guate:

its utter bankruptey. But in 30 doing, it
has immersed the country in the most
repulsive barbarism and anar

be imagined.

" The Guatemalan bourgeoisie itself
has felt Arana’s wrath. A future return
to a “democratic” regime might find
G la with a pletely terrified
and demoralized ruling class, many of
its own political leaders having been Ii-
quidated mercilessly,

What is happening in Guatemala de-
monstrates the extent of the brutality
that is used by American imperialism
and its local servants when faced with
social unrest. In Central erica, all
the regimes are similarly fayur 'ous; at
present the Guatemalan army leads the
reactionary offensive which has been
taken up gleefully by the Mexican gang-
ster Echevarria — all to kefép the profits
rolling for the American corporations
and their international

paid 60 US centa a day in Guatemala rtners.m
City, the capital), precludes the develop- [Juan Mciver is a Latlo American rev-
ment of stable, cl i king lutionary socialist living\in England.]
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NORTHERN fI\RELAND

Third of Three Parts

‘SOCIALISM AND

[In our previous issue, the second in-
stallment of Robert St. Cyr's series on
the crisis in Northern Ireland discussed
the Irish Republican Army and the Irish
left. In this third and last article, St. Cyr
discusses the splits in the IRA and the
socialist alternative for Irish liberation.]

*.on the basis of Irish nationalism alone.
. To both Protestants and

olics, na-
tionalism is more or less equivalent to
Catholic rule. Nationalism alone is in-
capable of uniting the Irish working class.
Any approach which accepts the ex-
isting divisions in the working class and
triés to develop a strategy within that

. framework is doomed to defeat. The

in rn Ireland is that of

SRS TSRS

The Left Republicans of the 1930’s

‘ were divided over priorities. The major-
ity — supported by the Communist Party
— rallied around the slogan, “National ,
Liberation First, Then the Social Revolu-
Yion” ~— the idea being not to frighten off
the “progressi e Lt o
(President DeValera's voters) until the
first task had been accomplished.

The minority counterposed the slo-
gan, “Up the Workers” Republic.” They
held that Irish capitalism was too weak
to establish an independent national econ-
omy and that only in the course of a wor-
king class revolution with socialist goals
could the unity and independence of Ire-
land be achieved.

A

1. Two Strategies

R A T S BSOS

It is this latter perspective which,
more than ever, is valid for Ireland to-
day. It would be so even if Ireland re-
mained no more industrialized than in
the *30's, but this is not the case. The
traditionally industrial North has suffered
a decline.in industrial jobs, but in recent
years the South has undergone sngmfu
cant industrialization.

Ten years ago, industrial exports were
worth 40 million pounds (then worth
$112 million) — last year, over 200 mil-
lion pounds, or nearly $500 million. As
a result, the number of industrial workers
in the South has now exceeded those in
the North.

As Britain’s relative position in world

capitalism has declined, her interest in the .
t expanding Irish economy has
- jmtreased. The Irish Republic alone is

Britain’s third-ranking trade partner, up
from ninth place ten years ago.

This goes a long way in explaining Bri-
tain’s concern for “law and order" and
reform in the North. They fear the spread
of anti-British insurrection to the South. _
_* In one sense, it is precisely this fear
which must become a reality if a progres-
sive way out of Ireland’s crisis is to be
found. A united Irish workers’ move-
ment — Protestant and Catholic, North
and South — isa pmmqui:iu 1o a solu-
tion.

But this movement cannot be built

both sides of the barricades being manned
by the rivél sections of the Ulster wor-
kers and their children. Tragically, both
wings of the Irish Republican Army seem
to share this kind of approach. :
B
2. Provisionals

P e

The right-wing Republicans, the “Pro-
visionals,” are convinced that terror will
be more effective than any sort of poli-
tical program in achieving the unifica-
tion of Ireland — by driving out or sub-
duing Protestants. The left-wing Repub-
licans, the “Officials,” who are anti-im-
perialist rather than anti-British, social-
ists as well as nationalists, and anti-cleric-
al secularists even when-believing Cath-
olics, find th lves in an ambiguous
position.

They have accepted the inevitability
of armed struggle to end Ireland’s parti-
tion. B(::hen confronted with the
prelude to an insurrection, in August

, they pursued a policy of armed
defénse, but much to their Right’s dis-
gust, they did not launch the promised

leadership provides the answer: cowar-
dice, ill-preparedness, and too much fool-
ing around with “foreign” socialist ideas.
1ll-preparedness, agrees the Left, or “Of-
ficial,” leadership — not only in the mili-
‘tary sense, but more fundamentally, in

. a political sense. The “Official” leader-

ship recognized that the August out-
breaks were not backed up by a popula-
tion really prepared for a sustained libera-
tion struggle. :

More importantly; perhaps the entire
Republican movement saw that “revolu-
tion” and British occupation in the North
did not revolutionize public opinion in
the South. And surely, alf'factions agree
that the struggle cannot be completed
without the mobilization of a sizeable
section of the Southern population,

The left wing has learned something
from the failure of the IRA bombing
campaign in the North (1956-1962).
They got little support from the Nocth-
ern Cathollcs and less in the South. The
Dublin government was able to intern all
identifiable IRA men without suffesf
at the polls. (The only thi
of the Right leaders seem to have learned

from this tragic peripd is that they should

be on closer terms with the Dublin re-

gimel) ’ \
But the “Official” leadership still

seems to be itted to the majority
Left position of the 1930’s — “Libera
tion first, Socialism dfter.” They have
attacked the People’s Democracy and
the Trotskyist groups for upholding the
primacy of the Workers’ Republic slo-
gan (although there is a small “left ten-

“war of national liberation.”
Why not? asks the Right. And its

dency” within the “Official” ranks which
shares this orientation).

3. Politics and Terror

The formal split between these two
wings of the IRA took place at the an-
nual convention of Sinn Fein (the politi-
cal wing of the IRA) in early 1970. The
“last straw’’ (actually an excuse) the
question of attendance at parli ts.
The leadership proposod thnt tm tradi-
tional ab ionist px be al d
to allow for attendance of elected candi-
dates at the leadership’s discretion.

The mmonty, which seceded from the
convention and formed the “Provisional
Army Council,” called this a blatant de-
claration of treason. The “Officials” de-
fénded their position (although it wan u'\

majority, it failed of adoption, because

the Constitution required a two-thirds
majority) on the ground that it represen-
ted a.rejection of the old apolitical, a-
social Republicanism and an attempt to
come to grips with the everyday political *
and economic concerns of Irish people.

This, of coltse, is just what the Right

- leadership fears — diversion from the sac-
red calling into “politics.” The phony
aspect of this i issue n that abstormomsts
and anti-ab bsequently li
up with both f ; some are ab
ers for left-wing, anti-parliamentary rea-
sons, others out of blind legitimism.

Due to the frustrating situation in the
North, exascerbated by the long months
of British occupation in the Catholic slums
— and most recently by the Faulkner gov-
ernment’s crackdown — the-““Provos”
have won far more support there than
have the “Officials.” Parochial loyalties
4

STRUGGLE IN THE NORTH
by Mike Farrell

This new pamphlet, published by the
British International Socialists, is an anal-
ysig of the fight for freedom and social-
ism in Northern Ireland, by a leader of
the militant People’s Democracy, who
has been imprisoned and tortured by the
Faulkner regime.

Farrell traces the connection between
religious intolerance in Northern Ireland
and the interests of the landlord and cap-
italist classes. He outlines the growth of
the civil rights movement, the Protestant

backlash, and the emergence of r\a}fcﬁ
wings in the struggle,

Farrell argues that neither limited at-
tempts to patch up the status gi
pure-and-simple Irish nationali

the immediate battles of workers....
all the time showing that the ultimate
solution is a Socialist Workers’
Republic.”

Available from:

1.S. Book Service, 14131 Woodward
Ave., Highland Park, Mi., 48203.
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and suspicion of betrayal from Dublin
are deeply embedded in the Ulster Cath-
olic community. g

In the South, on the other hand, the
multi-issue orientation of the “Officials”
seems to have paid off. They have found
a gold mine in leading the struggle against
entry into the Common Market. -

The terms of the Anglo-Irish Free
Trade agreement of 1965 have Been de-
vastating to Irish-owned small capital,
and obviously to workers employed in
such industries as well. Economic inte-
gration ir® Europe could only be worse.

c:]n addition, the European Economj
Community will harm Irish fishing affd
the whole rural population, except{for
the largest farmers. Rightist Repuljlic-
ans may be expected to support the anti-
EEC campaign out of traditignal jsola-
tionism.

Ever since the two wings of the IRA
split apart, there have been violent con.
frontations between them, particularly,
in Belfast. The usual aggressors have
been the “Provos,” often attempting to
seize arms from their former comrades.
This year, such incidents have resulted
in a few deaths,

The “Official” publications have bent
over backwards in gestures of concilia-
tion and attempts at compromise, Per-
haps, in the desperate circumstances of
the North, they can do nothing else.

q. qukersf ‘Repu‘blic

The new Socialist Labour Alliance

(see Workers' Power nq. 36) may offer

a chance for the People’s Democracy

and its allies to overcome the backward

drift toward the ghetto mentality which

. has afflicted too many Ulster activists
under the strain of the occupation.

The “set-back” in world capitalism,
which has particularly afflicted British
workers, has its direct consequences in
Ireland. Nonhernm unemployment
is around seven percent, and the expan-
sion of Southern industry has been sharp-
ly reversed, with unemployment at six
percent. If the Workers’ Republic is ever
to be more than a nice thought, social-
ists must now link up directly with the
immediate needs of the workers, and
carry them further toward a class-wide
and class-conscious movement,

This development has better pros-
pects in the South, with its new prole-
tariat — with the highest industrial strike
rate in the world — and its religious-cul-
tural homogeneity. As a Southerri wor-
kers’ movement develops, however, Nor-
thern workers — including their Protes-
tant majority — can be expected to take
serious note, since they are suffering
through the same economic assaults,

The Left IRA sympathizes with this
approach, but for them it is only one
among several strategies to build the
National Liberation Movement. While
iranti-Common Market strategy is
portant and seems likely of success in
the short run, it must ultimately water
down the workers’ demands in order to
satisfy the Irish small capital “ally.” This
sort of “socialism” hidden behind the de-
mands of traditional nationalism can win
Pr nt workers on class, nor,
<obviously, on communal grounds.

" There are but two roads to Irish reun-
ification. One is favored by international
capital, the various “federal plans” for
the integration of all Ireland back into
the United Kingdom. This, Republican
and non-Republican socialists reject. The
other way is via the struggle for the Wor-
kers’ Republic.m

L

Multi-
National

' And the
Unions
Michael Stewat\

For many years now the tendency to-
ward greater monopolization in capital-
ism has been spreading beyond national
boundaries, giving rise to the “multina-
tional” corporation. If one were to buy
an American car, the Pinto, for examp-
le, you would have a car that was partly
Wt in Britain and Germany.

t is not only parts that are involved;
etimes entire products have been
transferred to branqhes of companies
in other countries. ‘The Dodge Colt is
made in Japan, for example.

Given this situation, where g corpor-
ation can transfer production to plants
throughout the world, greater interna-
tional cooperation among unions is nec-
essary if an effective struggle is to be
waged. It is encouraging to see that the
official labor movement is beginning to
take some first, hesftant steps in that
direction.

During the recent Ford strike in
Great Britain, Henry Ford 11 was not
the only American to pay acall. Leon-
ard Woodcock, President of the United
Auto Workers, was also there, to offer
at least the verbal support of his union.

Last month, Michelin Rubber work-
ers f d a Per World Micheli
Council in Geneva to coordinate their
~struggle against the Michelin tire and
rubber company, This council repre-
sepits 80 percent of all Michelin workers,
)Zo'm the US"Switzerland, Italy, Ger-

/manv, Canada, Britain, France, and
/ many others.

One of the major activities of this
new Council will be to unionize the two
new million-dollar plants Michelin has
just opened in Nova Scotia. Immediate
plans don’t call for an international
steke against the company, but do call
for the barring of overtime work in all
countries until Michelin grants unioniza-
tion,

Other proposals also called for a %

. boycott of Michelin products by friend-
ly (espe€lally Social-Democratic) gov-
ernments in Western Europe.

No Protectionism

However, if such initial steps are to
be successful in leading to greater inter-
national eooperation, they must be

tive, fighting for programs which are in
the interes(?.)f all workers everywhere,
not just the narrow interests of workers
in a particular country. It is unfortu-
nate that the AFL-CIO has an extreme-
ly contradictory position on this ques-
tion.

While at pting to move
greater international cooperation, the
AFL-CIO is also pushing for legisla-
tion to p American industries,

5
Companies

based on a truly internationalist perspec-

<

Ford factory in En#’ad

by such means as protective tariffs, im-
Port quotas, etc. Such programs are . |
based on a narrow short-range view
of the needs of American workers,
These are essentially defensive meas
ures to try to save jobs for American
workers. They cannot provide any ba-
sis for cooperation with workers in oth-
er countries; indeed, they can only de-
stroy such anémpts. For those workers,
too, have jobs to worry about.

If the flight of American capital
abroad and the resuftant loss in jobs are
to be fought, this must be done by at-
tacking the cause — the lower wages
most workers receive in other countries.

One of the reasons believed to be behind

Michelin’s opening of plants in Nova
Scotia is an effort to transfer work from
Italy in hopes of finding a more docile
work force. Thus, the Michelin Coun-
cil's approach of fighting to unionize
workers at the Nova Scotia plants is th
correct way to begin a fight agai
maneuvers,

Similarly, the AFL-aﬁould throw
1ts support to workers’ struggles for
higher wages in\other countries, and to
organizing drives in other countries, \ If
this is doneé, and the standard of living
of the working class in other countries
rises, then one5f the main reasons for
the multmanonil corporations’ moving
production from one country to anoth-
er — the prospect of lower wage scales
or working class docility — is removed,

Similarly, the current policy of the .
AFL-CI0, to subordinate its activities

to the foreign policy, requi of
the US government, is not only detri-
| to the i diate i of

American workers, but also destructive
of international cooperation. Such sub-
ordination is in fact support for the
aims of American capitalism Rd the
very multinational ions they
wish to struggle against.

The acceptance of the cold-war ideo-
logy of American foreign policy, and the
resulting refusal to work with Commu-
nist-dominated unions in Western Eur-
Ope, can only sabotage any cooperation,
While we opposk the Communist lead-
ership of those unions, no real interna-
tional cooperation can be busilt \\ﬂ
excludes the significant sections of:\
working class which they lead. Bolder,
more militant programs, rather than ex-
clusionism based on the discredited pol-
itics of the cold war, will show the rank
and file that these léaders — like their
pro-American gpposite numbers — do
not have sajutions to the workers’ prob-
lems,

Common Enemy

The growth of the multinational
poration has led to an awareness that
workers throughout the world are fight-
ng a common enemy. The programs
and organizational forms necessary to
fight this enemy must still be developed.
It is to be hoped that the recent steps
in this direction will continue and lead
to a truly internationalist perspective
and international cooperation.m

Dodﬁ Colts arriving !rom Japan
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Repression

Roundup
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=

Gay Crackdown

In several cities across the country,
this has brought a crackd:
on local gay communities. The most
dramatic incidents have taken place in
Bridgeport, Connecticut.

On July 4, nine gay men and women
having a picnic in.a.Bridgeport park were
attacked by over 50 toughs. When one
woman ran for help to a nearby traffic
policeman, with blood streaming down
her face, she was told to keep moving or
be arrested.

Plans were announced for a protest
demonstration on July 30. In the next
several weeks, there were several inci-
dents of harassment near the offices of
Kalos, the local gay organization, Never-

theless the demonstration took place as -

scheduled, with over 300 people atten-
ding.

The demonstrators demanded remov-
al of the Bridgeport police chief and of
the police officers who had failed to
help the victims of the attack.

In Detroit, six separate incidents of
police. harassment were reported to the
local “Gay Switchboard” during the
d week of September. It is prob-

X\

Attica.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5

/
/

system of peonage incredible to behold
in this century."

Like the miners before them, the Atti-
ca prisoners were united objectively in
their common oppression, and united

- subjectively in their determination to end
it. Differences in race, language, and cul-
ture were subordinated in revolt. What
to outsiders was conveniently perceived
as race war, becamie to insiders, class war.

Prisoners lack the one right available

less labor, and prison industry is gen-
erally restricted to a small proportion of
the inmates. Thus there is no bargaining
power inherent in a pLisoners‘ strike.

Usually, prisoners are simply kept
locked up in their cells for two or three
weeks following a work stoppage. Prison
riots end the same way. This leaves pri-
soners with only one bargaining tool —
lives. ‘

Their own lives are as uséless as their
fabor to the ruling class. Every Attica
rebel knew this, and so they took hos-

that rﬁmv more incidents occurred
ithout being reported, since most gay
people, fearful of losing their jobs by
“being exposed as homosexual, handle
such matters as quietly as possible.

The incidents in Detroit included
police entrapment and arrests on char-
ges punishable by sentences of up to
five years.

Two victims were entrappedi by pol-
ice — one, a steel workers, out a i
popular gay bar, and the other, a gradu-
ate student, in a downtown department
store, Hudson's. In both cases, the plain-

tages whose lives, they hoped, would
prove more valuable than their own.

By the accounts of survivors, the hos-
tages were treated well. This is surprising
since historically, oppressors rarely fare
well in the h/ands of their captors. Eugene

V. Debs, erica’s greatest and most hu-
manistic gocialist, said to the miners fight-
ing Joh;«D. Rockefeller's army, “You
should (have no more compunction in
killing them than if they were so many
mad dogs or rattlesnakes....”

An Attica prisoner said of their hos-
tages, "Thel ‘re sleeping on mattresses,
but.| ain‘t sleeping on no mattress. They
treat us Hke animals, [but] we take care
of them.” The Attica prisoners’ treat- .
ment of their hostages is a testimony to
their solidarity abd discipline.

s 2

But when the prisoners calculated
that the lives of the hostages would prove
more valuable than their own, they cal-
culated wrong. The hostages, who them-
selves repeated the prisoners’ demands
for negotiations, weighed too little in
the final fixing of the scales between re-
bellion and repression. In fatal irony,

nine of them died at the hands of Nel-
son Rockefeller's army, b they

wore prisoners’ clothes.

The Attica rebellion and massacre
took place in the most isolated outpost
imaginable. But its importance is enor-
mous, not only for prisons but for the
entire society. American capitatism is
in its worst shape in decades. Not only

~

" clothes Vice Squad policeman made
sexual advamiees. One of the victims

- refused the advances and tried to leave,

but was arrested anyway. In both cases,

the police charges the victims with “‘ac-

costing and soliciting for an immoral

act.” 4 : ;

When one victim protested abuse by
the police, the police stopped their car
and beat him. He Wvas then kept hand-
cuffed to a hospital bed until morning

 without medical treatment.

Another Detroit victim, who does a
female impersonation floor show in a
popular gay bar, was arrested aftre finish-
ing his act, as a “male in female attire.”
Two more were arrested in a parked car
and charged with “gross indecency,” a
felony punishable by 5 years in prison.

At least three of the victims announced

" plans to fight through jury trials. On Sep-
tember 21, the Detroit Gay Activists, a
local gay organization, held a small but
spirited picket line outside thg Hall of Jus-
tice. Equally spirited were seven members
of the Vice Squad, who watched in parked
‘cars, calling out jeering remarks, and final-

ly drove off calling, "“See you in Hudson’s.

inactive — in some cases because of a fail-
ure to agree on programs of action, in
other cases because they never really
were action organizations, but rather
social organizations. »

The slack has been taken up by groups
like New York City’s Gay Activist Alli-
ance. The GAA and other groups like
it are more conservative in philosophy
than the Gay Liberation groups: in place
of a revolutionary philosophy, they reject
ties with non-gay movements. On the
other hand, they have been far more ac-
tive than many of the former Gay Libera-
tion groups.

1. was New York GAA, earlier this
surhmer, which mobilized over 1,000
people on 24-hour notice ta protest po~
lice harassment of a gay bar, as well as
the Mafia ownership of the bar.

Some “Gay Activist” groups avoid
ties with other movements simply for tac-
tical reasons — in mﬁr to put their en-
ergies into building th struggle for gay
rights. In other cases, such ties are avoid-
ed on principle — a principle which denies
any connection between the struggle for
‘homosexual rights and other causes.

To deny this is false. This has already
been shown by a police crackdown in
New York against prostitutes, based on
the same City Ordinance used against

| ‘s Ilhtr
tion organizations and other left ps
demonstrated against this police harass-
ment, but GAA was not among them.

The gay movement must, at this

point, place its emphasis on the struggle
for gay rights, and on building a mass
movement to carry out, this struggle.
But the refusal to join with other move-
ments as a matter of principle must be

The gay resp to these incid -
anger and defiance — is typical of the new
spirit of gay militancy. The protests came
at a time when many of the Gay Libera-

tion organizations established during the -

fast two years have dissolved or become

is unemployment high §nd pay low, but
for two years now we have lived under
the threat of a depression worse than
that of the Thirties.

The first victims_of.capitalism’s im-
pending crises are always prisoners: their
numbers grow as the ecédnomic system
begins to fail. At the same time, prison
conditions grow worse; antagonisms in
the outside world are exaggerated and
magnified behind prison walls.

Prisons are America’s Northern Ire-
land. They are also a signal to what the
nation’s future may hold. The specter
of civil war is raised, with the first sides

baridoned — first, because it is a deniak
of common . interests which are real,’ and’
second, because a strong movement for
gay rights will require alliances, on the
basis of mutual respect, with other move-
ents.m

already chosen: on the one hand, repre-
sentatives of the most oppressed people
in the American working class; on the

other, representatives of the most splen-

did sections of the American ruling class.
Who will win in the long run depends
on how the war spreads. The ruling class,
today as always, has its Rockefeller ar-
mies. It needs little else, but its position
is made even more secure so long as the

- struggle between it and its challengers

can be characterized as race war. The
working class, now most of all its prison-
er;}:;mems, needs its allies, solid, undi-
vi legions of them.m

Cellblock D after the assault

e =
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FUND DRIVE BEG‘INS,
DETROIT HI TS 1007

o Th:%:mma‘:::a;::clahzsg Fund S . : The money \ve raise will go toward ex-
rive raise or 20 percent o ansion, in the form of badl de,

of its goal, at the end of its first week. (ﬁ LLI!-TKHIé.é:gH’ 'OEL‘JSTQI!"EN LEAVE ‘M To ME, :quis::“""': '0: Woofrk:s' Po:;,n ?"“:.”d

The drive began September 15, with regional travelling and speaking tours,

MISSUS CAPP - (T'S
the goal of raising $10,000 by Novem- MY PROBLEM —
ber 20.

The Detroit Branch is far in the lead,
with over 100 percent of its quota in,
and more pledged. New York follows
with 31 percent. Two small branches,
Lansing (Michigan) and Portland, have
already fulfilled their quotas.

To be on schedule, a branch should
have 10 percent of its quota in by the Rk ot s
end of the first week. Other branches

THE RENT TIN/
publication of a theoretical journal and

production of pamphlets.m

[Send checks to: International Social-
ists (or Joel Geidr}, 14131 Woodward .
Avenue, Highla ark, M| 48203.)

$88 |

unt

7

running ahead of schedule are San Fran- S BRANCH Quota  Rajsed Ouou
cisco and the National Office, with 22 M'E
and 18 percent respectively. I was Go:h-r‘l‘sgggsA‘Te \ Bevkulcy $2400 8125
Aithough the excellent efforts of : THE T.S. FUND DRIVE! . Champaign 75 0
these branches have put us 10 percent . Chapel Hill 60 0 0
ahead of schedule, other branches are 2 3 Chlf-loo ; 600 0 0 :
far behind. Berkeley and New Jersey - : o Cincinnati . 0 0
have reached 5 percent each. From : ; c'“"'".d 30 0 0
some others, we have so far had no re- ; o - Davis : 60 0 0
sponse, If the drive is to remam on : . 2::::': 1,0(7)0 "038 'O;
ﬁf::':hzeh;:e:eb::s ;?Ll.s:r:;a’x.:lr:mi: of schedule. They did it by participation | or to hold rummage sales. : Lansing ’Sg 30 100
to move quickly. in a neighborhood fair, at which they sold Whatever method your branch de- Los Angeles 1,000 : AEH 0
wine, apple juice, baked goods, barbe- cides on, plan it so that the drive runs Madison 100 0 0
Most of the branches thathave been qaed chicken, melon, and revolutionary steadily: don’t lag behind for several New Jersey 400 20 9 \
the most successful so far have some- buttons. Films, concerts, and poetry weeks planning to make it up at the end, New York 1,600 472 N
thing in common: their plans for the readings are planned for the future. We've started well, but we hope to Pittsburgh 45 0 0
drive rely heavily on membership pled- Berkeley has started a program of see a more-even return from the branches, Riverside 30 0 0
ges, which they have secured promptly. selling the services of its members, in in the future. This week's sucdess has | Portland 30 30 100
In both Detroit and New York, the areas such as gardening, music lessons, been the work of fewer than half the Rochester 30 0 0
pledges exceed the quotas, although TV repair and furniture refinishing. They branches. San Diego 200 0 0
both branches plan I y fund also plan several sales: plants, holiday San Francisco “400 87 22
- raising projects. gifts and cards, and participation in a flea Finally, we again appeal to the read- Nat’l Office 1,120 200 18
On the other hand, San Krancisco .market. Fimally, they are holding two ers of Workers' Power yo help the fund MA.L's 1856 0 )
and Berkeley plan to raise their quotas series of classes, in baking and modern drive succeed. If you'vk liked our paper,
mainly through projects, and this ap- dance, ‘and the work we do, now is the timeto , TOTAL 10,000 "99\9 20 :
proach has so far put San Francisco ahead Several branches plan to show films help us by donating to the fund drive. ’ “‘/\
e < i

// '
+ support yourlocal

NATIONAL OFFICE: 14131 Woodward Ave,, EUREKA: P.0. Box 446, Arcata, California
Highland Park, Mich., 48203. = 95521,

ANN ARBOR: 2503 Student Activities Build- HAYWARD: 376 West A St, Hayward, Ca.,
ing, Ann Arbor, Mich., 41101, 94541, S —

2 AUSTIN: P.O. Box 1344, Austin, Texas, LOS ANGELES: P.O. Box 125, Westwood

78767. : Plaza, Los Angeles, Ca., m. -

BALTIMORE: P.O. Box 1644, Baltimore, MADISON: c/o Barisonzi, 810 Magnolia,
Md. 21203, ~ & son, Wisconsin, 53713, Rovolutlonory

BAY AREA: P.0. Box 910, Berkeley, Ca, NEW JERSEY: c/o Finkel, 11 Dickenson St., B tt
94701. : Princeton, New Jersey, 08540, uttons

BERKELEY: 6395 Telegraph, Oakland, Ca., NEW YORK: Room 1005, 874 vay

i . New York, New York, 10003, 3 E

CHAMPAIGN/URBANA: Box 2062, Sta. A, PITTSBURGH: c/o White, 6700 Penn. Ave., Karl Marx, Fred Engels, V.1. Lenin,
Charnpum Hllinois, 61820. Pittsburgh, Pennsyivania, 15208,

CHICAGO: P.0. Box 3451, Merchandise Mart, PORTLAND: 8200 S.W. 39th Ave., Portland, , Joe Hill, Nat T T
Chicago, Illinois, 60654. Oregon, 97219. FM“ m":"" ubman,

CINCINNATI: P.D. Box 20001, Burnet Woods RIVERSIDE: c/o Sabine, 6096 Riverside Ave,, Em"“'“w""mw" John Brown,
Sta., 3408 Telford, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220, HRiverside, Ca., 92506, : Zapata, James Connolly, Jean-Paul

CLEVELAND: P.O. Box 91253, Cleveland, = SAN DIEGO: c/o La Botz, 3827 Miramar $t., Marat, Sam Adams, Tom Paine.

" Ohio, 44101, Apt. C, LaJolla, Ca., 92307,

DAVIS: c/o Butz, 12 J Solano Park, Davis, Ca,, SAN FRANCISCO: M. Rubin, 294 Carl St 25c each in day-glo colors, white, or gold,
95616. 1A, San Francisco, Ca., 94117. Bulk orders: 10 for $2, 100 for $15. Order

DETROIT: 14131 Woodward Ave., Highland SEATTLE: 4333 8th Ave. N.E.,.-Seattle," from: International Socialists, 14131 Wood-
Park, Mich., 48203, Wash., 98106. Ward Ave., Highland Park, Mich, 48203,
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