workers’ power

Labor-And °7

"The Presidential election in 1972
is the most important election of the
century.” So claims the AFL-CIO in
the February 19 issue of AFL-C/O
News. This issue contains a report on
the latest meeting of the Executive
Board, during which Board members
discussed election strategy. The result
was a resolution calling for the “'total
mobilization’’ of the ranks of labor to

* meet "“the mostserious challenge the
trade union movement has ever faced.”

After such a ringing declaration,
one would expect the unveiling of a
dynamic new strategy to defend the
interests of working people. There is
no question that labor is under attack.
Nixon‘s New Fconomic Policy has
sharply cut back on wage gains while
prices continue to rise, leaving workers
holding the bag.

All over the country, plants are
threatening to close down and de-
mand that unions accept “voluntary”’
pay cuts to avoid massive layoffs.
Sweeping new anti-labor, anti-strike
legislation is in preparation, and mem-
bers of striking unions (like the Ne-
wark teachers) are going to jail for up
to six months. <

The war in Vietnam continues to

. bring death and crippling injury to
young workers in uniform, and the
arms economy drains away the social
resources which workers labor to cre-
ate. .

In short, the American working

class is under the sharpest attack by
the government and the corporations
since World War 11, and certainly needs

[Continued on page 10]
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After endless deldys, the trial of
Angela Davis began March 2 in San
Jose, California. Charged with mur-
der, kidnapping, and criminal conspir-
acy, for supposedly supplying guns
that were used in the attempted jail-
break at the Marin County Courthouse
in 1970, she spent sixteen months be-
hind bars until finally released on
$102,500 bail February 23.

Davis' release on bail follows a long
struggle which began when it became
clear that the state of California in-
tended to make sure she never saw the
outside of a prison again. Thousands
of petitions were circulated and signed
to demand bail.

She would still be in prison today -

and throughout the duration of her
trial, expected to last for six months -
except for the California Supreme
Court’s ruling which abolished the
death penalty in California. This rul-
ing wiped away the legal figleaf the
courts had used to keep Angela Davis
locked Up - that if convicted she could
be sent to the gas chamber.

The state had other reasons, unspo-
ken but obvious, for trying to keep
Davis locked up. The first was to try
to create a climate of opinion which
believes that a black revolutionary or
Communist should be locked up as a
menace to society, regardless of “'inno-
cence’” or “guilt.” The second was to
keep her from speaking out about her

~wn trial, from appearing in public or
evwﬁr\ring interviews. The third was
to reS¥rict her ability to prepare her
defense, in which she will take an ac-
tive role.

Thus, her release is a real victory,
although the major battles lie ahead.

The trial has entered its first phase,
the selection of the jury. Aftera
lengthy process during which low-in-
come and working people were syste-
matically excused from consideration -
because they could not survive six
months without jobs at $5 jury pay
per day - a preliminary panel was
seated to be subjected to intensive fur- (e
ther questioning.

{Continued on page 14]

M

G-

~



Workers’

Power

WE STAND FOR SOCIALISM: the

i W hip. and  dk ati
control of the economy and the state
by the working ‘s stand in op-
position_to_ail forms of class society,
both capitalist and bureaucratic “Com-
munist,” and in solidarity with the
struggles of all exploited and oppressed
people.

America is faced with a growing cri-
sis: war, racial strife, pollution, urban
decay, and the deterioration of our
standard of living and working condi-
tions. This crisis is built into capital-
ism, an outlived system of private pro-
fit, exploitation, and oppression. The
capitalist mllng class, a tiny minority
that controls the economy and politics
alike, perpetuates its rule by dividing
the working people against each other
— white against black, male against fe-
male, skilled against unskilled, etc. The
result is ever greater social chaos.

nor the conservative wings of the ruling
class have any answers but greater ex-
ploitation. The struggle for workers’
power is already being waged on the
economic level, and the International
Socialists stand in solidarity with these
struggles over wages and working con-
ditions, To further this struggle, we
call for independent rank and file wor-
kers’ committees to fight when and

where the unions refuse to fight. But

the struggles of the workers will remain

defensive and open to defeat sofongas
“thiey nwéﬁaﬁﬁhqgonunﬁ
“dustrial action.

The struggle MUStbécome political.
Because of its economic power, the
ruling class also has a monopoly on
political power. It controls the govern-
ment and the political parties that ad-
minister the state. More and more, the
problems we face, such as inflation and
unemployment, are the result of politi-
cal decisions made by that class. The
struggle of the working people will be
deadlocked until the ranks of labor
build a workers’ party and carry the
struggle into the political arena.

The struggle for workers’ power
cannot be won until the working class,
as a whole, controls the government
and the economy demomtlcally This

ar ist, work-

Workers' power is the only altei
tive to this crisis, Neither the liberal

Muskie
Stumbles
In

New
Hampshire

mg class party, at the hsad ofa umfled

As we go to press, Sen. Edmund

working class. No elite can accomplish
this for the workers.

Nor can any part of the working
class free itself at the expense of an-
other. We stand for the liberation of
all oppressed peoples. mass organiza-
tion, self-defense, and the right
of self-determination for Blacks, Chica-
nos and all national-minorities; un Iﬂn-
ration of from sub
in society and the home; the organiza-
mnofhowuahtofmhtﬂmwop-

o e

can only prevent |he establishment of
workers’ power. “Oppressed groups
cannot subordinate their struggle to-
day to the present level of conscious
ness of white male workers: their in-
dependent organization is necessary to
their fight for liberation. But we strive
to unite these struggles in a common
fight to end human exploitation and
oppression.

The struggle for workers’ power is
world-wide. Class opprossmn and ex-
of

7_ collectivist (“Communist”) in nature,

‘a world of potential peace and plenty..

those who dare to rebel. The “Com-
munist” revolutions in China, Cuba and
North Vietnam, while driving out US
imperialism, have not brougié workers’
power, but a new form of class society,
ruled by a bureaucratic elite.

Whether capitalist or bureaucratic-

the ruling classes of the world fight
desperately to maintain their power,
often against each other, always against
the working class and the people.
Through both domesti ion an

mpemim intervention (the us int
Vietnam, the USSR in Czechoslovakia)
they perpetuate misery and poverty in

Socialism — the direct rule of the wor-
king class itself — exists nowhere in the
world today.

We fight for the withdrawal of US
troops from all foreign countries, and .
support all struggles for national self-
deter * In Vi , We sup-
port the victory of the NLF over the
US and its puppets; at the same time,
we stand for revolutionary opposition
by the working class to the incipient

loitation is the

humamty US corporations pl
the world’s riches and drive the world’s
people nearer to starvation, while mili-
tary intervention by the US govern-
mentt, serving these corporations, awaits

than to the fact that prolonged expo-

"WORKERS® POWER.

bt ic. ruling class. 'Only social-
ism, blished through world-wde

| , can fr from-ex-
plomtlon and oppressiolt; and the only
force capable of building lism is

Muskie is the reported winner in New
Hampshire’s March 7 Democratic pri-
mary. Sen. George McGovern, long
regarded as a hopeless loser in the
Presidential race, did p dly

well, scoring 34 percentof the vntu to
Muskie’s 46 percent (complete returns
were expected to raise Muskie's total

a point or two).

On the Republican side, President
Nixon received 70 percent and his
"anti-war” opponent, Paul McCloskey,
received 19 percent, with right-winger
John Ashbrook low man with 10 per-

' cent of the vote.

The Democratic results were as un-
interesting as the race itself has been.
Though McGovern did unexpectedly
well, his total was not high enough to
be considered a major upset. And his
showing was due less to any excite-
ment generated by his own candidacy

Wizard oﬂ‘d

PatkerPrant »

sure to the voters has revealed Mus-
kie’s hopeless dullness. With the back-
ing of party pros, Muskie remains
front runner, however.

An interesting aspect of the Mc
Govern campaign in New Hampshire,
as elsewhere, is that McGovern, with
no important backing in high party
circles, built his drive by going outside
the regular organization and relying
on former McCarthy volunteers from
1968. Unlike McCarthy's campaign,
however, McGovern’s did not even
try to project an “image” of reprmnt-
ing the young and voiceless.

McGovern used his young campaign
workers in a thoroughly cynical way,
projecting politics inches to the left
of the Democratic midstream and re-
lying on a “lesser evil” appeal in a race
no one, not even the participants, can
possibly be very excitéd about.®
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On February 21, President Nixon
and Chinese Premier Chou En-lai
toasted each other as 800 dinner
guests confronted a menu of
30 Chinese delicacies, including a do-
zen appetizers, bamboo shoots, ega-
white consomme, shredded shark fin,
fried and stewed shrimp, boiled pre-
served eqgs, egg rolls, hams, sausages,
steamed chicken with coconut, Peking
duck, almond junkets, steamed pas-
tries and fruits.

Against this ostentatious backdrop -

the produce of China expropriated
from the producers, who-eat rice -- the
capitalist politician and the Commu-
nist bureaucrat exchanged respects.

If the banquet and toasts seemed de-
signed to show that they had more in
common than in opposition, the ne-
gotiations which followed put this to
the test. At the week’s end they were
still toasting, though with strained fa-
ces. j
Several conclusions can be drawn
from the Nixon visit to China and par-
ticularly from the joint communique
which ended the visit: '

_ (1) Both Nixon and the Chinese
government aimed at a limited peace
between rivals, not a fundamental set-
tling of differences;

(2) On both sides, the results were *

smaller than hoped for because of
conflicting interests which could not
be immediately resolved;

(3) _On both sides, the effort was
motivated. not by desires for peace in
the abstract, but from power interests,
particularly i in relation to Russia; and™

(4) The "week that changed the
world" brought a lull in great-power
rivdlry, but one dangerous to the
world's peoples.

STRAINED FACES

The hope of both sides was to
makesprogress toward a “normaliza-
tion"" of Chinese-US relations - the
establishment of diplomatic and trade
relations and behind this, the removal
of differences which have prevented
this in the past. Both sides played up
the visit for all it was worth -- Nixon
Wwith full television coverage and the
Chinese, after a day or so of hesita-
tion, with a big play in their press.

But Nixon's visit was not primarily
motivated by the need for a big splash
to help win re-election, as some Amer-
ican newsmen have argued. At most;
this affected the timing of the visit.
There were solid power motives be-
hind the election hokum.

The strained faces at the end of the
week's negotiations reflected contin-
uing dlsagreements based on differing
interests. The communique eutlined

-

Nixon, Mao
raw New

these interests, in the diplomatic lan-
guage which carries precise meanings
for the experts but is designed to con-
fuse ordinary citizens. The cemmun-
ique carried separate, opposing state-
ments on several questions. (These
statements themselves, however, were
carefully negotiated and adjusted.)

The most obvious areas of disagree-
ment are those, like Vietnam and
Korea, where China and the US sup-
port different sides. While Nixon and
Chou En-lai may have discussed Viet-
nam, and while Chou may well put
private pressure on North Vietnam,
nothing could be said about this pub-
licly.

The most important disagreement
in the communique is over Japan.
China's statement stresses fear of “'the
revival and outward expansion of Ja-
panese militarism.” The American
statement simply mention: the US’s
“friendly relations with Japan.”

While concerned about Japan's
growing economic power, which it has

been attempting to counter, the USis

anxious to maintain its alliance with
Japan and to avoid driving Japan to-
ward other diplomatic ties - for exam-
ple with Russia. Nixon must placate
Japan at this point.

But although the US desires no
break with Japan at this point, the
"thaw’’ with China signified a real
shift in Asian power relations, giving
the US room for maneuver and new al-
liances in any conflict with the more
powerful Japan of coming years.

A
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Finally, there are differences in
areas where US and Chinese interests
do coincide, at least in part, but can-
not be expressed openly. China’s
statement expresses support for “the
Pakistan Government and people in
their struggle to preserve their inde-
pendence and sovereignty” — in other
words, opposition to the independence
of Bangla Desh. The US followed the
same policy in fact, but Nixon is pre-
vented by pro-Indian and pro-Bangla
Desh sentiment in the United States
from saying this openly or openly  ~
joining in China’s brutal endorsement
of Pakistan.

PAWN IN THE GAME

The second such area, much more
important, is Taiwan. Agreement on
Taiwan is regarded by China as neces-
sary before full diplomatic relations
can be established with the US. This
agreement was only partly achieved.
China’s statement repeats that Taiwan
"is China’s internal affair,”” and states
its firm opposition to independence
for Taiwan.

The US statement contained a ma-
jor reversal of policy. Nixon acknow-
ledged that "all Chinese” believe “that
Taiwan is a part of China.” He de-'
scribed peaceful settlement “by the
Chinese themselves” (that is, by the
two governments, not by the people)
as a "prospect” for the future. Be-
hind this language lie the widespread
reports of a deal between the main-
land and Taiwan governments for re-

unification after Chiang Kai-shek’s
death.

US support for Chiang was never
based on support for Taiwan's rights -
the people of that island were brutally
oppressed by Chiang. Thie policy was
based on the need for a pawn to play
against "Red"” China. The announce-
ment in the communique that the US
agreed to ‘'the ultimate objestive of
the withdrawal of all US forces. ..
from Taiwan” is'the official death no-
tice of this policy.

Though some conservatives have
attacked this concession, it is a conces-
sion only from their point of view --
one of real loyalty to the gangster
Chiang. From Nixon's more sophisti-
cated imperialist point of view, the
concession is simply a recognition of
the failure of the traditional China
policy.

Once US opposition to Mao was
ended, "'free China’s” usefulness was
over. The Taiwan pawn is to be sacri-
ficed in the larger game. The people
of Taiwan remain the losers as before.

This could not be stated openly,
however, and to have done so would
have given away a little American bar-
gaining power. Because of this and
other disagreements, the China-US
"thaw” is less than complete, as re-
flected in the fact that diplomatic re-
lations were not established.

THE RUSSIAN QUESTION

Nevertheless the shift in Asian po-
wer politics is basic. The US-China
cold war has ""thawed,” for the pre-
sent, as both sides are drawn tolether
by common interests strong a:;:\
to overshadow the continuing di
ences.

For the US government, these com-
mon interests relate primarily to the
problem of Russia, and secondarily to
the US’s inability to defeat the guer-
rilla movements of Southeast Asia.
These factors were sketched by the
kriowledgeable correspondent Max
Frankel in The New-York Times Feb-
ruary 27.

According to Frankel, Nixon's
moves were designed “to complicate
the diplomatic lives of the Russians
and force them into new patterns of
agreement with him’" and ""to draw
China into the process of finding a
new order in the Pacific.”

It is becoming plain that the prob-
lem of Russia has assumed a more cen-
tral place in Nixon's foreign policy
than had been true for several years
previously.

After the Cuban missile crisi!‘i'é__,\

[Continued on page 13]
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Women Workers

A History of Struggle ce gnesn

On March 8, 1908, the women's
section of the American Socialist Par-
ty organized a massive demonsteation
of women garment workers, protesting
sweatshop conditions and demanding
equal pay, child care, and the right to
vote. The impressive showing of work-
ing class feminist solidarity inspired
Clara Zetkin, revolutionary socialist
and leader of the German women's
movement, to call upon the Second
International to make March 8 a holi-
day equal to that of May Day, an in-
ternational working class holiday; this
one, International Women's Day,
would pay tribute to the struggles of
working women. *

LOWELL TO LAWRENCE

In the United States, the organiza-
tion of women workers fighting for
women's liberation began in the New
England textiles mills. In 1836 in Lo-
well, Mass., over 800 women went out
on strike protesting against speedup
and wage reductions. According to
one observer, the leader of the strike
“‘made a flaming Mary Wolstoncraft
speech on the rights of women and the
inequities of the monied aristocracy.”

Two years later, when wages were
cut anather 2% percent, the women
struck singing:

Oh isn't it a pity that such a pretty
girlas |

Should be sent to the factory to
pine away and die

- Oh! I cannot be a slave

Oh! I will not-be a slave

For I'm so fond of liberty

That | cannot be a slave.

By the 1850’s women were involved

- in a number of important strikes. In
1859, 20,000 shoemakers went on
strike in Natick, Mass. Newspapers
commented on the role women played
and argued that the strike was living
proof of the dangerous effects of wo-
men’s rights. The women were strik-
ing for equal pay with the menshoe-
makers. ““What next,” thundered one
paper, "'socialism?"’__

On March 8, 1959, the women shoe-
makers organized and led their first
demonstration; over 10,000 partici-
pated.

In the period front* 1890 to the out-
break of the First World War, working
_women played a leading role in both
the labor and feminist movements.

Mary “‘Mother* Jones was a found-
ing member of the IWW and an organ-
izer of miners and miners’ wives.
Elizabeth Gurley Flynn, a Wobbly or-
ganizer, was also a militant feminist,
as was Kate Richards Q'Hare, leading
member of the Socialist Party.

Emma Goldman, America’s most
“notorious’” anarchist, worked with
garment workers in New York City.
She also travelled throughout the coun-

_ try speaking on feminist questions such
as prostitution, birth control, love, and
marriage. Margaret Sanger, head of
the women's section of the Socialist
Party, was active in both the Lawrence
and Patterson strikes and'also led the

»
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Striking garment workers in New York

fight for birth control reform.

The role of these remarkable wo-
men leaders is no more important than
the activities of the masses of Ameri-

' can working women. In 1909, for ex-
ample, Clara Lemlich, a 19-year-old

garment worker, called upon the union

to embark upon a general strike in the
garment trade. What followed was
called "'the uprising of the 30,000."
This strike, mainly involving young
women garment workers, overcame
tremendous racial and ethnic divisions,
as well as the intranisgence of the ém-

S e A e e )

ployers, to win a major victory for
women workers in the garment trade.
Three years later, women also
played aleading role in the famous
sful strike in L Mass.
Women, many either pregnant or car-
rying their children, marched on the
picket lines carrying posters which
read “"We want Bread and Roses too!”
The magnificnet show of working class
solidarity and sisterhood inspired wo- ,
men workers throughout the country.
In other countries as well, working
class women were fighting for their

Paterson strikers marching up Fifth Avenue, June 5, 1913.
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liberation, In England in 1886, for ex-
ample, Annie Besant, a radical and a
feminist, organized over 2,000 young
women and waged a successful strike
against the Bryant and Mays Match
Company. The strike was the first
major upheaval by English working
women, and was seen as a strike invol-
ving women’s rights.

In the 1880's Eleanor Marx, a revo-
lutionary socialist and feminist, went
into the East End of London to organ-
ize working women. Soon Marx be-
came the acknowledged leader of the
women workers movement. She
helped organize the first women's
trade union sections.

In 1913, the East London Federa-
tion of the Suffragettes was organized
by Sylvia Pankhurst. The ELFS was a

working class feminist orgamzatmn of
over 2,000 women, which fought for
the vote, equal pay for women work-
ers, the organization of women into
unions, day care centers, birth control
clinics, and other issues involving
working women.

WOMEN AND BOLSHEVISM

In Russia, feminism was an integral
part of the working women’s move-
ment. In 1903, largely through the
work of Alexandra Kollontai, the
Russian Social-Democratic Labor Par-
ty adopted a platform calling for equal
rights for women.

Two years later, Matryona Sarmen-
tova organized a textile mill walkout
which led to a-qgnerai strike in
Ivanovoo-Voznesensk. The next day,
she and two other women spoke at a
rally of over 30,000 workers. This was
the first time in modern Russian his-
tory that women addressed a working

_ class audience.

On March 8, 1917, textile workers,
munitions workers, and housewives
joined together to celebrate Interna-
tional Women’s Day. This demonstra-
tion touched off the agitation which
led to the fall of Czarism.

The Russian Revolution in October
1917 accomplished more for women
than any other single historical event.
Legislation helped shatter the old fam-
ily structure; women were no longer
subject to men; homosexuality was no
longer a crime; abortions were made
free and legal. Attempts were made

_ to free women from the home by set-

tini communal restaurants, centra
laundries, day care centers, and com-
munal housing.

However, the Bolshevik revolution
and the worldwide revolutionary up-
surge following World War | were de-
feated. The feminist movement, like
the working class movement, was
crushed by the counterrevolutionary
forces of Stalinism and fascism.

In Russia, women lost all the rights

they had won; International Women's
Day became a holiday celebrated the
way Mothers Day is celebrated in the
United States.

Feminism as a political force re-
mained dormant until the 1960's.




v

OFFICE WORKERS PICKETING U.A.W. HEADQUARTERS

However, during periods of working
class upheaval, feminism re-emerged
briefly. In America, for example, wo-
men played an important role during
the sit-down strikes in Detroit and
Flint. The spirit of women's liberation
was rekindled during the sit-down
movement.

Under the leadership of Genora
Johnson, the women of Flint, Michi-
gan, formed the Women's Emergency
Brigade, which engaged in strike acti-
vity to help their husbands, brothers,
and friends who were sitting in and
controlling the auto plants. When the
women approached the occupied
plants, the men would rush to the
plant windows and cheer them on.

In one instance, the Women's Emer-
gency Brigade was involved in mass
picketing around a Chevrolet plant
when they were tear gassed by the na-
tional guard. Calmly, but firmly, the
women returned to the union hall
where they washed their faces. They
marched right back to the plant, wear-
ing their bright red caps and singing
“"Hold the Fort.”

For these women, the strike was a
turning point in their lives. A new
woman was born in the strike,”” one
woman exalted. ““Women who only
yesterday were horrified at unionism,
who felt inferior to the task of organ-
izing, speaking, leading, have as if over-
night became the spearhead in the bat-
tle of unionism.” :

- In the sixties, with the rebirth of
the women's liberation movement, In-
ternational Women's Day and the his-
tory of women'’s struggles were redis-
covered. Inspired by the movements
of earlier times, feminists are trying to
rebuild a massive working class femi-
nist movement. i

There have been some successes. In

all the capitalist countries, women's
liberation groups exist.” In Ireland, for
example, women have played an pro-
minent role in the struggle against Bri-
tish imperialism; Bernadette Devlin,
one of the leaders of the Irish move-
ment, sees herself as also a member of
the women's liberation movement.

In America, the ideas of the wo-
men’s movement have begun to reach
working class women. More and more
working women are becoming aware

of the special discrimination they face

on the job and in the home, and are
beginning to agitate for equal pay, bet-
ter jobs, and child care.

Black, Latin, and other non-white
women, who face race and sex as well
as class discrimination,-are also becom-
ing involved in aspects of the women’s
movement. In industries, such as tele-
phone, and in hospitals, Black and La-
tin women have been involved in or-
ganizing militant strikes.

In order to rebuild a feminist move-
ment on the scale of past struggles, it
is essential that working class women's
organizations be strengthened. Most
working women have not yet been or-
ganized into unions. Autonomous
women'’s caucuses must be built in
many existing unions, both to fight
for the specific needs of women and_
to join the struggle to democratize
and revitalize the union movement.

In building and strengthening work-
ing class women'’s organizations isa
key to the growth of the independent
women’s liberation movement. |n this
way, the demands of the women’s
movement -- equal pay, equal work,
child care, free and legal abortions, to
name just a few - can be met by those
women who have the power to change

"THE LADY
STRIKERS OF
LYNN”

society. |’

Greer In Australia
T S R

Germaine Greer has been visiting
her home town of Melbourne, Austra-.
lia, for the past month. She came here
directly from an ext ing speaking
tour of Canada, and has consistently
declined to speak publicly, on the
grounds that this is purely a holiday
visit. -

Immediately after she arrived,
every local newspaper and magazine
rushed to print, in the guise of reviews
of her book, with articles critical of
her, and of Women'’s Liberation in
general.

Greer hasn‘t hesitated to give a
number of exclusive interviews to rad-
ical and not-so-radical newspapers. In
these interviews she made clear an
anti-democratic, arrogant attitude to-
ward the Women'’s Liberation Move-
ment.

In spite of her self-assigned role of
publicity agent for the women’s move-
ment, Greer has refused to speak at
any public Women's Liberation meet-
ings here, although some people feel
that she has a responsibility to the ex-
tremely new movement in this coun-
try. However, her presence has stirred
up an unprecedented interest in
Women's Liberation in Melbourne,
and there is much discussion of the is-
sues it raises, both in the media and
among large numbers of people, as
well as a large number of “conscious-
ness-raising groups.”’ -

In addition, a mass march has been
scheduled for International Women’s
Day in Melbourne.

[cmsains i

The Baby Business

A Roch , New York pap
reported recently that the Gerber Pro-
ducts Company, the world’s largest,
producer of baby food products, has
recently entered the “"day care field.”
Their plan to open two child care cen-
ters in the Rochester area caused tre-
mors among established child care cen-
ter operators in the area who fear the

petition of big.b

For many years the advertising slo-
gan of the company has been “babies
are our business, our only business.””
A company spokesman said that “full
commitment to child care” re-empha-
sized that motto.

A few months ago, Gerber, as well
as other. baby food producers, came
under attack for including monosodi-
um glutamate (MSG) as an ingredient
in its food products. The substance
was known to cause disorders in ani-
mals when fed to them in large amounts.
amounts. It has no nutritive value,
and is included only to improve the
taste of food.

What is clear is that profits are the
real ““only business” of the Gerber
Company. Their use of ingredients of

doubtful safety is but one example.

As for day care centers, those with

real concern for babies and mothers
know that day care centers which are
run for profit and controlled by cor-
porate officials will never be able to =
meet the need for quality child care in
this country. :

According to Senator Walter Mon-
dale of Wisconsin, quoted in the New
York Times recently, there are some
6 million pre-school children whose
mothers are working, while there are
only 700,000 slots in licensed day care
facilities. Mondale has introduced in-
to the Senate a modified version of a
federally-sponsored child care develop-
ment bill that was vetoed by Nixon in
the fall.

But the new bill presents even more
restrictions on the number of children >
who are eligible for the plan,sand on
the amount of services available to
them. The plan is clearly inadequate, -
by his own statistics.

Women will never get the kind of
child care we need by depending upon
the good graces of Democratic and Re-
publican senators or the Gerber Com-
pany. We must build a movement that
can fight for and win free 24-hour
childcare, controlled by the parents
and staff, that will take good care of
our children.

B

Income Gap Widens

The gap between the earnings of
American men and women workers
has increased by 4.5 percent in the last
fifteen years, according to a recent
government study. The study of year-
rouanl!-ﬁma workers, prepared by
the Women's Bureau of the US Depart-
ment of Labor, shows that, whereas
the median wage of a working Ameri-
can women in 1955 was 63.9 percent
of that of a male worker, it had dropped
to 60.5 percent in 1969 and to 59.4
percent in 1970.

The median income for women in
1970 was $6,323, for men $8,966.

12 percent of year-round, full-time
women workers learned /ess than
$3,000, whereas only 5 pefcent of
men earn that little. Only 7 percent
of working women earn more than
$10,000, compared with 40 percent
of male workers.®
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The Occupational Health and Safety

Law of 1970 supposedly guarantees
every worker in America a safe and
healthful' workplace. The preamble16’
the law states that its purpose is '"to as-
sure so far as possible every working
man and woman in the nation safe and
healthful working conditions . .."”
However, the law is sorely lacking in
many respects, and is unlikely to come
anywhere near accomplishing its lofty
purpose.

The law is based on a series of stan-
dards which cover the conditions of
the work environment. These stan-
dards are to be set by the Secretary of
Labor. The secretary derives the'stan-
dards from the recommendations of
such semi-official bodies as the Ameri-
can Conference of Government Indus-
trial Hygienists -- a committee made
up of government and business repre-
sentatives, who decide by ‘consensus’
the maximum amount of poisons to
which workers can be exposed in the
context of economic feasibility.

DEATH STANDARDS

The noise guidelines provide a good
example of how such standards are set.
Government officials wanted a stan-
dard of 85 decibels, the level above
which all scientists agree some loss of
hearing occurs among’a moderate per-
centage (about 3 - 6 percent) of the
exposed population. General Motors
and other companies abjected, saying
that they could not meet this standard.
So, a compromise of 90 decibels was
reached. g z N

The difference between 85 decibels
and 90 decibels is an increase of about
7 times in noise intensity. inety deci-
bels guarantees serious deafnessto a .
large percentage (/5 - 20 percent) of
the workers exposed. g

Another interesting aspect of noise
is that all other industrial countries
but the United States recognize that
noise can cause heart disease, hormone
imbalance, and other physiologic.ef-
fects. American workers are somehow
“immune’’ to these effects;according
to the government.

The case of the asbestos standard is
also illuminating. Asbestos is a sub-
stance encountered in almost every in-
dustry, since it is integral to the insula-
tion of most industrial plants. Itis al-
so used in over 3,000 products made
in this country.

For the past 70 years, scientists
have known that inhalation of asbestos
dust causes severe, even fatal scarring
of the lungs (asbestosis). More recent-
ly, it has been found that even small
exposures to asbestos dust frequently
result in cancer (in a large fraction of
the people exposed), as long as 30 or
40 years after the exposure.

Because it is so hazardous, the De-
partment of Labor declared that asbes-
tos control was to be a prime target
for the new Occupational Health and
Safety Administration (OSHA). The
first step in controlling asbestos hazard
was the publication of an emergency
standard on December 6. %

A standard of 2 fibers per cubic

o

_~~Jevel of dust has been shown in Eng-

| for workplace hazards. There are over

chronic disease or illness which be-
comes evident many years after expo-
sure; they are only scientific”” enough
to prevent obvious expensive (compen-
sable) disease.

FEven if the law were to set decent
standards for health and safety, it
would still remain a sham because en-
forcement is almost non-existent.
There are 4.1 million workplaces, and
55 million workers, but only 500 in-
spectors. There are only 14 industrial
hygienists in the country.

Inspectors cannot take the air sam-
ples necessary for acertaining whether
a toxic substance in the air exceeds
the concentration limit set in the law.

Lifeand
Limb o atice

Watts

centimeter was proposed by labor re-
presentatives in Washington. This

land to almost completely prevent the
disease asbestosis.

The emergency standard ampted»é)
by the government was five fibers per
cubic centimeter. The permanent
standard becomes law three months
after the emergency standard is an-
nounced. The government will probab-
ly adopt the lower 2-fiber standard in
April.

However, both the higher and the
lower standards were aimed only at
prevention of asbestosis, not cancer.
There is evidence that cancer has oc-
curred in British workers who have
been exposed to no more than two fi-
bers per cubic centimeter throughout
their working lives. |f health were
really the criterion, no (zero) asbestos
exposure would be permissible.

Businessmen must be forced to de-
sign and use equipment which does
not allow the release of any asbestos
dust into the air which workers breathe.
Some equipment which meets these
rigorous criteria exists - and what is
more, it is simple and cheap to use. It
would be a technically simple task to
design more of such equipment.

So far, there are very few standards

by one of the 14 industrial hvgieniists."

Even if the 500 inspectors were em-
powered to give citations and to ensure
enforcement of the law, it has been cal-
culated that if they had no paperwork,
and continuously visited plants, they
would visit each plant only once every
23 years. With paper work, and the
frequent court appearances required
by the law, they will visit each plant
once every 93% years - with luck!

The lack of inspectors is a direct re-
sult of the lack of money devoted to
this problem. As with all programs for
public welfare, a small fraction of
what is necessary is appropriated for it.

Labor representatives asked for
$150 million for the Occupational

_Health and Safety program. The pro-
gram is now functioning with a budget
of $36 million. The result of this as-
perity is a hiring freeze on all person-
nel in the program -- including inspec-
tors.

The government has also insured
that the overworked inspectors are not
sympathetic to working people. It is
official policy that inspectors are never

one million chemical substances in use ~workers or unionists. The government

in American workplaces, but there are claims that only business management
only 450 substances to which a stan- has the experience to ensure fair en-
dard applies. Most of the existing forcement of the law.

standards are not intended to prevent With all these impediments to the

{

g .
Working
azardous

This type of sample can only be taken

enforcement of the law, it is amazing
that there is any enforcement at all.
This is exactly what industry and gov-
ernment officials'seem to want.

As of November, 1971, there had
been a total of 10,668 inspections in
9,817 workplaces which employ
1,851,688 workers. Only 23 percent
of the establishments inspected were
found to be in compliance -- that
means that 76 percent of the employers
‘weren't furnishing even the minimal
safety and'health conditions that the
|aw provides. (Moreover, the compli-
ance officers admit that they are unab-
le to look for violations under each
and every regulation of the act during

__their inspections.}

By November, 1971, the govern-
ment had issued 7,450 citations for
lack of compliance with the law. Of
these, over 400 citations were being
contested by business. Many compan-
ies are even contesting trivial fines of

* $20- $30, of which there are many.

“DUE PROCESS”

This apparently reflects a deter-
mined effort on the part of some busi-
ness groups to tie up the enforcement
apparatus of the law by contesting all
citations, no matter how trivial. For
businesses, lengthy litigation is an ef-
fective weapon against the law. They
have control over tremendous econom-
ic resources, which allows them to en-
gage in litigation, and the time -- their
lives aren’t at stake!

The government goes along with in-
dustry’s wish to continue to exercise
its perogatives without interference
from any outsiders. In a behind-closed-
doors session for the National Associa-
tion of Manufacturers, the government
stressed its concern for “due process”
-- for business enterprises. The busi-
nesses will be protected by endless
chances for litigation, lasting on the
average three to five years.

The "imminent danger” clause of
the law furnishes an example of the
government's willingness to weaken
the law. This clause was the strongest
section of the original version of the
law which was proposed in the House

* of Representatives.

This version allowed compliance
officers to close down an industrial op-
eration in which a danger existed
which could be expected to cause
death or serious injury to workers in
the area - including "danger from sub-
stances or conditions which would
cause irreversible harm even though
the resulting physical disability might
not manifest itself at once.”’

The present law requires, even in
cases of emergency (imminent danger),
that the compliance\?fficer must go to
federal court to stop the process caus-
ing danger. Because of this require-
ment, the clause has become meaning-
less. You N_save lives from an ex-

plosion by discussing it in court.

So far the imminent danger clause
has only been applied once! In fact,
even when 22 workers were blown up
in the Port Huron Tunnel in Michigan
on December 13, it took the govern-
ment eleven days, until December 23,
to post the notice of imminent danger
at the tunnel site.

The imminent danger clause has
been weakened further by the interpre-
tation given it by the Department of
Labor. What is an "imminent danger?"
This question was raised by the Oil,
Chemical and Atomic Workers (OCAW)
in a test case on the clause.

OCAW asked if an obviously ha-
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zardous condition which will cause ir-
reversible damage or illness to workers
was an imminent danger. The union
claimed that pools of mercury on the
floor-of the Allied Chamical Factory
in"Moundsville, West Virginia, repre-
sented an imminent danger - that is, a
situation in which gradual toxic build-
up (of mercury) occurred in the work-
ers in the plant.

The union showed through its own
investigation that at |east twenty-five
workers in the cell area of the plant
had symptoms (tingling in the extrem-
ities, tremors, irritability, drowsiness,
I_oﬁs.ef’ﬁemory and sore gums), and/or

“chemical evidence of mercury poisin-
ing.
The Labor Department, however,
stated that imminent danger only ap-
plied when there wasa ". . . risk of sud-
den great physical harm . . . like a boil-
er explosion . .."” The Labor Depart-
ment refused to consider that gradual
illness, even from what is generally
recognized as an obvious and serious
hazard, was an “imminent danger.”

{The company, whose annual pro-
fits are around $40 million, was fined
$1,000 for a “serious hazard” and told
to abate the hazard by June 2, two
days after the citation was issued. A
repeat inspection on June 18, however,
still showed excessive mercury expo-
sure in the plant.)

This clause which could have been
an important defense against danger-
ous working conditions has thus been
weakened so much by the government
that it is irrelevant.

in other serious areas, the law is
equally weak. Under the definitions
of the law, willful negligence resulting
in the death of a worker (read: mur-
der), is subject to only a $10,000 fine
and/or a year's imprisonment. In fact,
those fines that have been imposed
have been much less than $10,000 in
most cases.

A $600 fine was imposed for a
death which occurred in the US Steel
plant in Denver. A worker fell into an
open hearth furnace because of anab-
sent guard rail. A similar accident oc-
curred last year in the sarhe plant.

Life is cheap -- for giants like US Steel.

BASIS FOR STRUGGLE

Even though the law cannot be re-
lied upon by workers to prevent ha
zardous working conditions, it can be
used as a basis for struggles over work-
ing conditions. It purports to offer
workers some new rights -- which can
be made real if they are fought for.

Since the law guarantees a safe and
healthful workplace to all working peo-
ple, it is now even more legitimate
than before for workers to demand
working conditions which will fullfil -
that guarantee. Any refusal by man-
agement to obey the law and to grant
improved working conditions can be
made a focus of local union and rank
and file publicity and activity.

The law can also be used to win con-
crete improvements in working condi-
tions, since most unpleasant working
conditions are also in some way hazard-
ous to health or safety. (Although the
law covers nowhere near all the possi-
ble hazards found in industry.) Issues
concerning working conditions and
job safety and health can be powerful
organizing tools for rank and file work-
ers. .

Also, use of the law’s provisions
can offer some protection to militants.
There is a clause of the law which pro-
hjbits employers from discharging er

otherwise discriminating against em-
ployees who are exercising their rights
under the law. Alleged acts of discrim-
ination against employees are entitled .
1o rapid investigation by the Depart-_
ment of Labor. (Although this clause
has not yet been tested, so its interpre-
tation is not yet established.)

The actual process of filing a com-
plaint is fairly simple. The Occupa-
tional Health and Safety Administra-
tion"(OSHA) of the Department of
Labor must be notified in writing of a
“violation of a standard which threat-
ens physical harm.”” (There are forms

- put out by OSHA for this purpose.)

In the case of an “imminent danger”
telephone notification of the hazard is
acceptable.

However, the subsequent course of
a complaint may involve long legal bat-
tles. Workers must be able to defend
their own case, through lawyers, their
own scientists and doctors, union re-
presentatives and/or by themselves.

If there is an inspection, either &
the result of a complaint or initiated
by the OSHA, workers in the plant ai d
their representatives have the right to
accompany the compliance officer at
no loss of pay, and to point out areas
of possible violation.

A technically skilled representative
of the workers may also accompany
the inspector and point out the hazards
and their implications for health and
safety. Workers have a right to copies
of any inspection reports or complaints
concerning their workplace.

The law gives workers a number of
additional rights: the right to have
dangerous substances identified; the
right to have records made and kept of

T T

his or her exposure to all dangerous
substances; and the right of access to
these records and any other company
records concerning health or injuries
on the job.

It is obvious that reliance on the
law will not provide a safe and health-
ful workplace. Additional and alterna-
tive means will be needed to insure
that goal.” For one thing, collective
bargaining agreements can be used to
win protection from hazards.

An unusual contract of United
Steel Workers Local 2698 with Wheel-
ing Pittsburg Steel Corporation allowed
workers to walk off the job and receive
unémployment compensation. The
contract allowed workers who believed
conditions to be “unsafe or unhealthy
beyond the normal hazard inherent in
the operation” to either file a grievance
or be relieved from the job without
loss of pay. Workers who were re-
lieved were to be reassigned to other
jobs. The strike occurred when 63
workers were laid off instead of being
reassigned. .

Contracts can incorporate specific
health and safety standards, either
existing government standards, or more
stringent levels. Contracts can provide
for the right to have a plant safety
committee with the power to monitor
plant conditions; to take their own air
samples and measurements; and if
necessary to shut down plant opera-
tions which violate contract standards.
Contracts can allow union members to
bring in their own consultants to deter-
mine the safety of the plant.

So far, an important management
weapon has been their ability to keep
workers totally ignorant about the ha-

s
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zards of the processes with which they
are involved. Workers in most factor-

ies do not even know the names of the
substances they are handling, much

less the possible health effects. Neither .
the federal law nor contract provisions
can be utilized effectively by workers °
who do not recognize the hazards a-
round them.

One model program for the educa-
tion of workers is being developed in
New Jersey. A group of scientists and
doctors called the Scientists Commit-
tee for Occupational Health has been
teaching shop stewards and safety
committee members from chemical
factories, oil refinkries, cosmetic and
pharmeceutical plants about the ha-
zards in their shops.

Forty-five workers, members of
District 8 of Oil, Chemical and Atomic
Workers, attended a 12-week course
covering the chemical and physical ha-
zards of their industries and the means
of measuring and preventing these ha-
zards. The workers arenow attempting
to bring instruments into their work-
places to monitor hazards.

The Scientists Committee is plan-
ning a similar course in March for
metal workers in the UAW, USW, and
other unions.

While workers can still use what
few rights the law grants, there should
be no illusions that the law itself will
win any broad or lasting improvements
in their working conditions. The Occu-
pational Health and Safety Law does
more to protect the “health and safety”
of business profits than that of the
working people who produce the goods
of the country.®
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Amalgamated Transit Union
Strikes NJ bus line
ST

One of the largest private bus com-
panies in the country, Transport of
New Jersey, has been struck by the
Amalgamated Transit Union (ATU).
The company is New Jersey’s largest
bus company.

The negotiations before the strike
began reflected the company’s new
get-tough stand. Transport of New
Jersey says that it hasn’t made a pro-
fit since 1967. When a new chairman
was appointed a year ago, he began by
saying that the ATU would have to
sacrifice or the company would go out
of business. The company now wants

_ to cut back on fringe benefits, but the
union wants to increase both wages
and benefits,

Qne rumor which has appeared in
the news is that company officials
might prefer a state takeover if there
is a long strike. The company has not
been profitable, but a takeover would
be very profitable to the owners, who
would get a generous condemnation
price from the state of New Jersey.

NY postal workers

Rank and file opposition to the
conservative officials of the National
Association of Letter Carriers (NALC)
has been gathering steam over the last
few months. The opposition is cen-
tered in the 8,000-member New York
Branch 36 and grganized by the Rank
and File Committee.

Branch 36 has a militant history.
The 1970 nationwide postal strike be-
gan there, and the Branch stayed out
after all others went back to work.
After the strike was sold out, the
Branch threw out its president, Gus

" Johnson, and elected a rank and file
slate headed by current presidept
Vince Sombrotto.

The election was also a slap at .
NALC National President Joe Rade-
macher, who directed the sellout of
the strike. But Rademacher ignored

-

the vote and appointed ex-President
Johnson to be Director of the New
York District.

By June 1971, contract negotiations
had dragged on for six months. In an-
ger at the delay, the Branch took a
strike vote. Rademacher moved to
stop the Branch, and placed it in trus-
teeship, over Sombrotto’s weak and ™
hesitant opposition. During the trus-
teeship, the Branch voted for no coop-
eration with the National. ;

The trusteeship was lifted in Jan-
uary. The next membership meeting
saw a new beginning for the Rank and
File Committee (RAFC). The RAFC
originally put Sombrotto in office,

* and has established itself as the anchoy

of national opp to Radi
Now RAFC has begun to organize to

. Push Sombrotto into militant action,
_ and to build itself as a force in Branch

36 and the NALC.

At the February meeting, RAFC
introduced a motion for President
Sombrotto to appoint a National Edu-
cation Committee to coordinate all na-
tional opposition to Rademacher, and
to prepare for a showdown with him
at the NALC convention in New Or-
leans in July. The motion was passed
unanimously, and the leaders of RAFC
were appointed to be the National Ed-
ucation Committee.

At the February meeting, conserva-
tive supporters of Gus Johnson were

«alsp organizing. They introduceda .

motion to take Branch votes, includ-
ing strike votes, by mail ballot, instead
of at-general membership meetings,
Station meetings, or by voting ma-
chines. In the long run; this would
help conservatize the Branch and slow
down its ability to act. The member-
ship will have a chance to vote on this
question at station meetings.

[Adapted from a report by Jerry
Hill, a member of Branch 36 and of
the New York 1.S.].

UFWOC wins contract
with Coca-Cola in Fla.

The United Farm Workers Organi-
zing Committee (UFWOC) has broker
into the Southeast for the first time
by signing a contract in Florida with
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Coca-Cola. The contract will cover
1,200 full-time and migrant wovlgr;
who grow and pick the oranges i1
Minute Maid orange juice, owned by
Cola.

co?h. contract gives a better deal to
the fufj-time workers than 1 mi-
ga;:orkers Full-time workefgwon
a 2% cent-an-hour raise, and
 now rangg from $2.25 t0
They also won ffor the first time*
holidays, vacations, and paid sick™
leave.

Migrant workers won 5 cents a box
increase in the harvesting piece ratg,
bringing the rate to 40 cents. Their

id

benefits are about half those of the

full-time workers. %

The contract was won fairly easily
after a six-month organizin drive,
which is much less time than it took
to win the first contract in California’s
grape industry. Coca-Cola probably
thought it was less expensive to take
the union in quietly, rather than take
a long, bitter strike. 3

However, Florida's small growers,
who employ most of the state’s
120,000 farm laborers, can less easily
afford a union than a conglomerate
like Coca-Cola. They have started
talking about importing migrant West
Indian labor rather than recognize the
union.

Prisoners strike

In Conn., Mich. : N

The growing prison rebellion in the
US is beginning to borrow some of the
labor movement's tactics, especially
the work stoppage. In Connecticut, a
strike by prisoners at the Danbury™"
Correctional Institution has i
its second week. The issue is wages.

Prisoners across the country are
used by state and federal governments
as a source of cheap labor. Many
states produce car license plates with
prison labor. .

In-Danbury, the prisoners produce
gloves and electric cable in the prison
factory for the government’s General
Services Administration, which sells it
to other government agencies. The pro-
fit goes to the government, while the
prisoners get from 19 to 46 cents an
hour.

The prisoners want a pay increase.
They have stopped all prison work, in-
cluding maintenance and kitchen
work. An elected prisoners’ commit-
tee, made up of two men from each of
the 12 barracks, is representing the
prisoners in negotiations.

In retaliation, prison officials have
cut meals to two a day, stopped even-
ing movies, and isolated five prisoners
who organized the strike.

&

A similar thing happened in Michi- -
gan recently when 35 prisoners peti- - .
tioned state authorities for an increase
in pay. In Michigan, large drug com-
panies use prison labor as a source for
easy profits. The petition argued that
the drug companies were using prison-
ers as human guinea pigs for drug re-
search without caring what happened
to them. The petition was denied. *

| memcenssamevac

CPHA employees strike
for union contract in A2

[Adapted from a report &y Miriam
Siefer and Eugene Lee]. 5

Nearly 200 workers fighting for
their first union contract went on
strike February 25 against the Com-

ission on Profi 1 and Hospital
Activities (CPHA) in Ann Arbor,
Michigan. The strike is the result of
an organizing drive which began a year
and a half ago among the women key
punch and clerical workers and spread
to computer operators and mailers.

CPHA provides 1,500 hospitals a-
round the world with computerized
medical records. The rates charged to
these hospitals have not risen in ten
years, in spite of runaway inflation.
CPHA rates have stayed low because
of the rock-bottom wages and working
conditions of CPHA employees.

Most of the strikers are women,
and sex discrimination is a big issue at
CPHA. The company hires large num-
bers of women as teenagers, sets high
production quotas, and then fires or
demotes them later when they can’t
keep up the pace. Many employees
never last there past the age of 30.

Within the same department, wo-
men are paid less than men for the
same work, and secret job classifica-»
tions allow the compapy-fo shuffle
fegnancy is cause

for being figed:
CPHA (vorkers elected UAW Local
157 as thei ining agent last

September, when they got tired of sex-
ist practices and subsidizing low rates
through low wages. Since then, 96 per-

* centof the workers have signed check-

off . The strikers main demand
is for a union shop.

CPHA has taken a hard line, refused
to negotiate a union shop, and offered
the union less than what the workers
have now. Before the strike began,
the company “‘promoted”” many em-
ployees out of the bargaining unit to
weaken the union, and trained scabs
to do the work. :

The UAW nas not fought the com-
pany as hard as the company is fight-
ing the UAW. The international rep
went South on vacation when the
strike started, and Local 157 president,
Joe Dangz, is trying to run the strike

from his office 20 miles away. But the .

T e
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strikers, in spute of everything, were.
able to successfully shut down the

plant during the first few days of the
strike with mass picketing.

Stewardesses fight sexism
infrlen_cly.kjesol United

Stewardesses have been fighting
the sex discrimination of US airline
companies for the last five years. Now
a new battle has started at United Air
Lines, at a timi n the stewardesses’
union is deadlocked with the company
over a new contract.

The fight started late last summer
after United began enforcing a rule
that all stewardesses must weigh-in
once a month to prove that they have
not gained weight and gone over
United’s weight limits. |f they have
gone over, they may be suspended
from work until they lose weight. Ste-
wardesses have been fired when they
failed to lose weight fast enough.

United stewardesses object to the
policy because it is humiliating and de-
grading and because it is part of the
authoritarian attitudes of management
toward women.

United’s sexist attitude was stated
frankly by one executive who said:
“You run a $1.5 billion business, and
it boils down to whether some chicks
look good in their uniform. If you
have fat stewardesses, people aren’t go-
ing to fly with you.” Stewardesses
have also been suspended for being un-
derweight,

Most of the major airlines have
weight limits, and most have fired ste-
wardesses for being overweight.

Too fat! Too thin! Tooflat!
Too busty!

Cleveland, Ohio, the city with the
highest unemployment rate in the US,
has received a fresh blow - this time
from Cleveland Mayor Ralph Perk.
“Perk has started a drive to reduce the
wages and numbers of Cleveland's
9,500 city workers.

On February 7, Perk announced he
was reducing the work week by 10 per-
cent (meaning 10 percent less pay),
and laying off 2,000 people. He
threatened 1,500 more layoffs.

Perk is trying to solve Cleveland’s
financial crisis with layoffs. Before
him, Carl Stokes, Cleveland’s first
black Mayor, tried to meet the crisis
with several unsuccessful income tax
measures. Perk was elected after he
promised no more taxes from city.

hall -- he hopes to raise $8-9 million
toward his budget through the pay
cuts and layoffs.

Many people now being fired by
Perk are black workers hired for the
first time under Stokes’ administra-
tion. And most-of them will be forced
back on welfare and unemployment
checks.

Reaction to Perk’s order by rank
and file city workers came quickly.
Two days after the announcement, 200
water department workers stopped
work. They struck after a slowdown
falled to reinstate 45 workers who had

i in protest gainst
the 10 percent pay cut.

On February~]6, 700 garbage truck
drivers and collectors stopped work.
The next day, the street department
laborers and 144 drivers in the same
department went on strike. The strikes
ended when a court decision ordered
collectors, drivers, and laborers back
to work. By law, Ohio public employ-
ees are not allowed to strike,

The unions representing Cleveland
city workers are split on a solution to
the city’s financial crisis. James
Trusso, secretary-treasurer of Team-
sters Local 244, called for a strike and _
shutting down the city. However,
some union officers, like Robert
Brindya, director of Council 78,
AFSCME, support a move to raise city
income tax from 1 to 1.5 percent.

This measure, like Perk’s and
Stokes’ before it, puts the burden of
taxation on the working and poor peo-
ple of Cleveland -- rather than on the
50 Cleveland-based industries that each
made profits of $60 billion over the
last ten years.

[Adapted from a report by Stu-
art Schaffer, a Cleveland city worker
and a member of the'l.S.].

Vega workers begin
glri‘eagammwup

The continued attempts of General
Motors to speed up production -- and
the continued resistance of a young
UAW local -- led to a strike on March
4 at the Lordstown Vega plant. The
dispute started when GM changed
management teams at the plant and
stamed Iay:ng off hundreds of workers

1 g down production

Negouatmns began several months
ago without producing results, and
the union took a strike vote to show
how solid the local was in the fight a-
gainst speed-up. The local voted 96
percent in favor of a strike. Negotia-
tions have not been scheduled to begin
again until March 13.8

Taxi drivers in New York City have
been given another illustration of the
thoroughly rotten nature of their
union’s leadership. After i ga
series of “wildcat” strikes, officials of
Taxi Drivers Union Local 3036 delib-
erately broke their own strikes.

The strikes were begun under the
direction of union officials around the
demand that all drivers be paid at
least 49 percent commissions [see
Workers Power no. 52] . At many ga-
rages, resentment grew because drivers
who were already earning49 percent
did not understand why the strike was
important for them. The leadership
did Jittle to explain it to them, nor -
did it explain anything to all the mem-
bership about its strategy for winning
theystrike.

fThe standard response to any ques-
tion was, and is: “'Don’t worry — we
have everything under control.” This
may have been true, but given the past
history of 3036, it was not particular-

in setting plans, carrying them out, -or
even understanding what is going on,
all it leads to is demoralization.

And demoralization, most likely, is
the name of the game that union Pres-
ident Harry van Arsdale is playing. He

" may have defided that now is the time
ta get us to ratify the contragt Wt
have been working under for a year,
But to do so, he needs to teach us the
lesson that this is the best we can get.

The kind of strike the union has
been running teaches this to some dri-
vers. To others it says, “This union is
worthless; we can’t change it, and
therefore any struggle is hopeless.”

Although much of the popular ini-
tiative has been taken out of the
strike, there is still a lot that militants
can do in this situation. At individual ,
garages, we should support the strike,
but take the initiative away from the
bureaucrats. 'We can broaden the is-
sues to include demands that appeal

S~

ly reassuring. With demoralization and
confusion rapidly resulting, it was easy
for the union to pass back-to-work
votes after several days on strike.
Militants at a few garages were able
to lead real wildcats, but the union
leadership quickly showed where it
stood on that matter. At one Brook-
lyn garage, a union Vice %dent put
up a sign saying that the wilticat there
was not authorized by the union. He
stayed around encouraging drivers to
cross the picket line. At a Manhattan
garage, a committeeman was threaten-
ed with the loss of his position if he
didn’t end a wildcat at his garage.

After breaking the initial enth
iasm and spontaneity, union officials
have continued calling out a few ga-
rages for short periods of time, and
then sending them back to work. In
certain situations this strategy could
have some limited value. Asitis,
without the membership participating

WORKERS’ POWER

David Katz
Peter McGuinness

to all drivers, and also add |ocal garage
issues. |f any local issues can be won,
some real gains can be made and dri-
vers:will not feel so isolated and de-
moralized if the union leadership con-
tinues its current strategy.

Further, we need a city-wide union
meeting at which we can determine
what demands we are fighting for and

outline a strategy for a strike which
can win. This must ultimately mean a
city-wide strike. And it must be a
strike which is run by the rank and
file in a democratic fashion.

This will not come down from Van
Arsdale simply for the asking, but will
have to be fought for by the ranks.
Drivers will only overcome their own
doubts and cynicism if they organize
their own strike. ;

If the organization is left in the
hands of the present Iai:gership, the
strike will at best be a mild failure.
The Taxi Drivers Union cannot take
another failure.m

MARCH 17- 30,1972 PAGE ¢

=



Labor

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

a strategy with which to fight back.
Instead the AFL-CIO officials put
forward a pathetic proposal, which
mainly involves attempting to increase
“labor’s delegate strength” at the

D ic Party ion from
200 in 1968 to 500 in 1972 (outof a
total of 3,000 delegates!). This, Amer-
ican workers are supposed to believe,
is sufficient to defend the labor move-
ment from the ““most serious challenge”
in its history.

In order to implement this "'bold”
strategy, the AFL-CIO decided not to
endorse any specific candidate before
the Democratic convention, and to
push the election of “uncommitted
delegates.” Where it is more difficult

to run uncommitted delegates, espec-
ially in states with primaries, labor
representatives will run as delegates
for various candidates, thus assuring .
labor representation no matter who
wins the primary. The AFL-CIO
wants a “mobilization"’ of the ranks
only to vote for whomever the Demo-
crats nominate to run against-Nixon.

By remaining uncommitted to any
particular candidate, the AFL-CIO of-
ficials avoided the danger of bringing
into the open differences among them
over which one to support - differen-
ces which reflect massive dissatisfac-
tion and cynicism among their mem-
bers dver the electoral system as a
whole.

While most labor leaders who have
spoken out so far seem to favor the
mediocre front-runner Muskie, more
conservative elements support Hum-
phrey or Jackson, while those who
face pressure from black workers
might be tempted to lear: toward lib-
erals like Chisholm or Lindsay. Inany
case, most of them prefer not to dis-
cuss in public the various Democratic
hopefuls but rather to pledge their
members to a blanket endorsement.

#
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Sad to say, much of what the AFL-
C10 bureaucrats want in return for
this gift will be supported at least on
paper by the Democratic Party. This
indicates how bankrupt the AFL-CIO
program is, not how good the Demo-
crats are. To put it another way, the
sellouts the bureaucrats begin at the
bargaining table are continued politi-
cally inside the Democratic Party.

To solve the problem of unemploy-
ment, for example, the only programs
the labor bureaucrats can propose are
designed to stabilize American capital-
ism, such as stronger protective tariffs
or projects like the SST. Tariffs
would set American workers aéainst
European and Japanese workers, and
could touch off a r which
would hurt them all; while SST-type
projects provide a few jobs, but only
by wasting more money on mammoth
boondoggles.

The AFL-CIO leadership has never
raised demands for a real solution to
unemployment, such as a thirty-hour
week for forty hours’ pay, in order to
provide work to laid-off workers. And
as supporters of US imperialism and

Kennedy, who was one of the initia-
tors of Landrum-Griffin. And it was
a Democrat, John Lindsay, who
pushed through legislation in New
York City to enforce compulsory ar-
bitration for all city employees.

The recent bill to force compulsory
arbitration on the west coast long-
shoremen (signed into law by Nixon
in Chirfa) passed the Senate by a vote
of 79-8, with almost the unanimous
support of the Democrats {McGovern '
voted for it, Humphrey and Muskie -
the favorites of the labor officials -
conveniently abstained). The Demo-
crats-have also continuously supported
legislation to outlaw strikes in the rail-
road industry.

The March 4 issue of Business Week
outlines the prospects for even broad-
er legislation in the period ahead:
"Chances are stronger than they have
been in years for the passage of some
sort of legislation to prevent strikes,
at least in the transportation industry.”
The response of “Meany and other top
labor leaders” (such as Joseph Curran,
the dictator of the National Maritime
Union), according to Business Week is

the war in Vietnam, Meany and his
friends will never demand that the
arms economy be scrapped and recon-
verted for a major effort to.rebuild
the cities, end pollution, etc., and thus
provide millions of useful new jobs.

CAPITALISM FIRST

There is a reason, of course, why
neither the Democratic Party nor the
AFL-CIO ‘officials will support or im-
plement such a program. The reason
is that both of them put the interests
of American capitalism, from which
they derive their power and privileges,
above the needs of American workers,
poor people, blacks, and other op-
pressed minorities. That is why they
prefer the continuation of war, ra-
cism, and unemployment to raising de-
mands which would challenge the ba-
sic relations of wealth and power in
American society.

One of the most decisive issues for
the labor movement has been anti-
labor legislation. Yet the Democratic
"friends of labor’’ have made no signi-
ficant fight to overturn Taft-Hartley
or Landrum-Griffin. In fact it was a
Democrat, none other than John

to accept “'voluntary" binding arbitra-
tion, as a way of eliminating strikes al-
together. :

It goes without saying that the gov-
ernment will take this o step further
by demanding compulsory binding ar-
bitration, and that the “labor states-
men’’ will put up no resistance except
loud bluster, mostly for show.

It was also the Democrats who
first proposed and passed legislation
giving the President authority to im-
pose wage controls. Among the first
moves toward controls was made early

in 1970 by liberal Congressman Henry T,

Reuss (D-Wisc.), who introduced a
bill (HR14460) to establish wage-
price “guideposts.”

At that same time (the last week in
May, while public attention was focus-
sed on the upheaval over the invasion
of Cambodia), “populist” Democratic
Senator Fred Harris (D-Okla.) intro-
duced a similar bill (S3876). Ever
since that time, it has been the Demo-
crats who have been behind every ini-
tiative toward wage control laws, and
the Democrats who have been first
and loudest to applaud Nixon’s use of
them.

The fact that, in spite of these poli-
cies, the labor leaders can still support
Democrats is not surprising, given
their own policies. The Democrats’
support of anti-labor legislation is

 matched only by the labor bureaucrats’

refusal to struggle against it. Indeed,
the labor bureaucracy toda¥f has gone
far toward integrating itself into the
state apparatus of repression against
the union membership. -

The repressive function of the trade
union bureaucracy is shown most
clearly in an interview with George
Meany in the February 21 issue of US

. News and World Report. [A feature

article on the politics and outlook of
George Meany, as revealed by this in-
terview, will appear in the next issue
of Workers' Power.] When asked why
membership in American unions is
falling behind the growth in the labor
force, his answer is blunt and to the
point: "I don‘t know, | don’t care.”

NO-STRIKE PLEDGE

While talking a tough line on be-
half of labor as a “’pressure group"
within the system, Meany promises in
advance a no-strike pledge in case of
war (which obviously means that
strikes which affect the war effort in
Vietnam could legitimately be banned).
His long-term goal is the abolition of
strikes, on a yoltntary” basis -
which means, in plain English, that he
is preparing to take the lead in ham-
stringing the right to strike and to
bring workers’ organizations under
strict, “benevolent” government regu-
lation.

Such policies are being opposed and
fought by a growing rank and file
movement. But that struggle cannot
be successful if confined to any one
arena. While struggles on the shop
floor and inside the unions are critical,
they do not by themselves offer a win-
ning strategy.

To defend itself, labor must also
fight against the poli(ical parties which
advocate anti-labor policies and imple-
.ment them at the national, state, and
local levels. This-means a struggle not
only against Nixon and the Republican
Party, but also against the Democratic
Party: it means a struggle to build a
workers' party, a party to unite work-
ing people and their allies in the Black
Liberation, Third World, Women’s
Liberation, and other movements for
social change.

Such a party would actually repre-
sent the working class because it \
would be a democratically contmlled\
political instrument of that class: Its
emergence would have a tremendous
impact, not only in defending the rank
and file of labor in their day-to-day
struggles but also in fighting for im-
mediate withdrawal from Vietnam and
other foreign countries, for an end to
racism and discrimination, and for
real solutions to society’s problems.

It is too late to build such a party
in time for the 1972 elections. How-
ever, it is important to begin the pro-
cess now in order to prepare for the
fight ahead. Rank and file forces in
the trade unions can begin to build a
movement for such a party by fighting
against any endorsements of Republi-
can, Democratic, or Wallaceite candi-
dates by local unions.

The AFL-CIO officials are correct
on one point: the labor movement is
facing a serious challenge. But instead
of providing the ranks with a strategy -
to fight back and defend their inter- =
ests, they offer only capitulation and
retreat.m




On February 20, the United Na-
tional Caucus of the UAW (United
Auto Workers) held a special conven-
tion in Detroit, to establish the main
issues to focus upon at the coming
1972 UAW Constitutional convention.

_The caucus made a number of decisions

at this meeting which mark important
advances.

For the first time the UNC offici-
ally established that it favors the for-
mation of an American Labor Party
independent of the Democratic and
Republican Parties.

For the first time, production
workers and blacks have been formal-
ly brought into the leadership of the
caucus.

For the first time, the caucus es-
tablished formal mechanisms for de-
cision making between infrequent gen-
eral caucus meetings, for providing

Repression

| Rundup

Free Feliciano
And Guzman!

e T 2

In a series of court appearances and
legal maneuvers, the New York Dis-
trict Attorney’s office has proceeded
full steam ahead in its attempts to
railroad Carlos Feliciano. Despite the
fact that both of Carlos’ lawyers,
William Kunstler and Conrad Lynn,
are tied up in other cases, the Bronx
D. A. is pushing for an immediate trial
date.

During the 17 months the Puerto
Rican Nationalist was jailed on
$175,000 bail, the D.A. cared nothing
about setting a trial date. Since Octo-
ber, when Carlos won release on
$56,000 bail, the trial date has be-
come the D.A.s chief concern.

The D.A.'s new-found sense of ur-
gency about the trial date reflects the
growing support the case has been
gathering. Carlos has'spoken before
hundreds of audiences, including
Puerto Rican students, unemployed
Black construction workers, and sup-
porters of the Irish freedom struggle.

leadership to the caucus, and for over-
seeing implementation of its policy.

The above advances do not repre-
sent a sudden change in direction of
the caucus, but rather mark official
caucus recognition for a process that
has been going on for the past several
months. And in fact, that process is
not yet complete.

The Labor Party resolution --
which called upon the UAW to run,
where feasible, labor candidates inde-

dent of the D ic and Re-
publican Parties ~ passed overwhelm-
ingly. 1t was argued for in terms of
the deadend resulfs of labor’s present
policy of supporting so-called *“friends
of labor’” in the two capitalist parties,
the D ats and Republi and
few illusions about these parties were
expressed.

However, an amendment to the

Coverage in both the underground
and official press has grown. A num-
ber of sub-committees, fund raising
activities, and speaking engagements
are building broad support in New
Jersey.

The case of Carlos Feliciano is an
important symbol of both the fight
for Puerto Rican independence and
the fight for democratic rights fcr po-
litical prisoners. For this reason, the
government is anxious to obtain a con-
viction.

Only the broadest possible support
and mass action, which combines the
strength of the Puerto Rican move-
ment with other forces fighting for
social justice, can win Carlos’ release.

On March 14, Carlos again goes to
court in Manhattan. The same morn-
ing, Pablo ""Yoruba™ Guzman, a
Young Lords Party member [see
Workers” Power No. 5], will be sen-
tenced on a draft resistance charge. A

mass joint demonstration is planned to -

defeat this attack by the US govern-
ment on both the movement for
Puerto Rican independence and the
fight against US militarism.

Free Carlos Feliciano and Yoruba

_* Guzman, and all political prisoners!

resolution was turned down which
called upon the UAW to “in no case
support any candidate of the Demo-
cratic or Republican Party.”” The ar-’
gument against this amendment was
not opposition to the sentiment it ex-
pressed, but rather the assertion that
“'the caucus is not yet ready to take
«§ such a strong position.”

The UNC singled out for discussion
a number of issue areas to focus on.
It adopted a major slogan or demand
in each area, and also adopted a fuller
list of subordinate demands. The fol-
lowing are the issue areas and the ma-
jor demands in each:

Unemployment and Job Security -
30 for 40; me_g!dnqCOnditions -- rank
and file control of production stan-
dards and the right of locals to strike
over local problems; Union Democra-
cy - referendum vate for top UAW
officials; Racism -- bring the percen-
tage of blacks in the skilled trades up
to that in the corporations as a whole,
Wage Controls - off the board; Politi-
cal Action - builda labor party.

LEADERSHIP EXPANDED

The caucus also expanded its lead-
ership through the election of two co-
chairmen and a thirteen member exe-
cutive board. Pete Kelley, founding
chairman of the caucus, was retained.
He is the vice-president of UAW Local
160 at the GM Tech Center in Warren,
Michigan and chairman of the styling
unit.

The new co-chairman is Jordan
Sims, a Black production worker.
Sims is former chairman of the Eldon
Ave. Gear and Axel shop committee,
UAW Local 961. He was fired from
the plant two years ago for his mili-

T S S e S e

Conference On.
Puerto Rican Prisoners

A conference on Puerto Rican Po-
litical Prisoners will be held in New
York City on March 19 at Our Lady
Queen of Angels Church on 113th
Street. Prior to the conference a num-
ber of sub-conferences will take place
throughout the city, aimed especially
at the Puerto Rican community.

The conference was called in re-
sponse to the growing attacks by the
us govemmen\(against the Puerto Ri-
can liberation movement. In the last
few years, as the movement for inde-
pendence and social justice has demon-

Carlos Feliciano

tant leadership, though he still remains
active in the local and is contesting for
its presidency [see Workers’ Power
no.47].

The board has a seven to six major-
ity of members come out of pro-
duction units - an important step for
a caucus which until quite recently
was led almost exclusively by whites

_ from the skilled trades. It will proba-

bly be a while :till, before the newer
members of the caucus leadership ful-
Iy assert themselves, although that
process had already begun to occur
even before the executive board was
elected. : i

The election of the executive board -
also marks an important step toward
the UNC beginning to organize its af-
fairs on a more systematic basis.

When the caucus was smaller and less
ambitious in the tasks it saw for itself,
informal organizational methods were
possible.

As the caucus has grown and has
begun to mature, those loose organiza-
tional methods became a hindrance.
The election of an exécutive board
provides a framework in which this
problem can be overcome.

The UNC convention voted to
press for reversal of the psssent UAW
oppositien to protective: legislation
for women, and its replacement with
the demand that protective legislation
be maintained and extended to men.

It also voted to ask the UNC executive
board to organize a campaign for the
reinstatement of Jordan Sims with

full seniority, and to use this campaign
as a means to focus on the guestions

of unsafe working conditions and other
important issues that can be raised in
the context of the campaign.®

strated its mass character, both in
Puerto Rico and in the Puerto Rican
community in the US, the US govern-
ment has systematically framed mili- .
tants in a blatant attempt to terrorize
the movement off the streets.

The government has attempted to ,
pin criminal charges against indepen-
dence fighters, usually bombing char-
ges. Yet it is the US government
which is the real terrorist, with a his-
tory of colonialism, plunder, murder,
and complete contempt for the demo-
cratic right of the Puerto Rican people
to determine their own destiny.

The conference will take \ip the
cases of all imprisoned Puertd Rican
independence fighters, including those
from the 1950 Nationalist uprising
and more recent cases. A conference
fact sheet lists 33 major cases, includ-
ing Carlos Feliciano, Humberto Pagan,
William Fapia, Eduardo Cruz, Wilfredo
Melendez, Lolita Lebron, and Juan

. Antonio Corretjer.

The aims of the conference include
"to denounce the colonial status of
Puerto Rico and the political repres-
sion that is systematically being car-
ried out by the American govern-
ment . . .” and the creation of an on-
going organization that can build a
campaign to win freedom for all Puerto
Rican political prisoners.

The political prisoners conference,
which has primarily been organized by
El Comite, Puerto Rican student
groups, and many independents, de- .
serves the broadest possible support,
and offers an example of the kimd of
effective united defense activities that
can win freedom for all political pri-
soners.®
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Southern

Ireland

Cracks Down
OnThelRA

Joan McKiernan

The leaders of the Irish govern-
ment have once again revealed them-
selves to be collaborators in British
imperialism’s domination of Ireland,
north and south. Leaders of the IRA,
both Provisional and Official, were
arrested in Dublin last week.

Those arrested included Cathal
Goulding, Chief of Staff of the Offi-
cial IRA, Tony Hefferman, Secretary
of Official Sinn Fein, and Sean Kenny,
wha is responsible for fund raising in
the US. Kenny was arrested as he was
on his way to the airport to testify at
a US congressional hearing on Ireland.

Perhaps most atrocious was the
government's arrest of one of the Pro-
visional |RA men who had recently
escaped from internment on the Maid-
stone prison ship in Northern Ireland.

The IRA men were arrested under
the Offenses Against the State Act
which enables the government to hold
anyone for 48 hours before charging

' Premier Salvador Allende of Chile
has begun a national purge of homo-
sexuals, the first in Chile’s history,
with the removal of homosexual ar-
tists and intellectuals from high gov-
ernment places. . 3

The information comes from re-

‘ports in Brazilian newspapers. Obser-
" vers note that the actions followed .

soon after the visit to Chile of Cuban
Premier Castro, whose regime has

mounted a similar purge.m

The Piratés ,

ReturnTo
Tor_tuga

Nelson
Valdes
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them. Several of the |RA leaders were
finally released on $1,200 bail, an out-
rageous sum in lIreland, after being
charged with belonging to an illegal or-
ganization and maintaining an illegal
army against the State.

The hypocrisy of these charges is
evident to all. Tony Hefferman and
Tomas MacGiolla, President of Sinn
Fein, whom the police were unable to
capture, are leaders of a legal political
party which represents the politics of
the Republican movement. This tech-
nicality has, however, not stopped the
government in the past, when it in-
terned Sinn Fein members in the
1950%s.

The IRA has been able to operate
openly in the South until very recent-
ly. Members were able to hold mar-
ches and rallies, sell the United Irish- .
man, appear on TV programs, and
give news interviews. But in the wake
of increasing British pressure on the

Irish Prime Minister Lynch
Scpranese)

Irish government, the crackdown has
come.

The national TV station is now for-
bidden to have |RA members on their
programs. The arrests last week are
the closest the government has come
to the internment policy it has been
threatening.

The government has taken these
steps to show Britain it is doing its
best to maintain “security”’ in the
South, while Britain “keeps the peace’”
in the North. In return it hopes to ob-
tain “'concessions” such as minor po-
litical reforms in the North - a few
more seats in the Stormont parliament
for the Catholic minority.

Prime Minister Lynan also hopes to
maintain “‘good"’ trade relations with
Britain, whom Ireland is following in-
to the Common Market against the
wishes and best interest of its people.

The slight prospect for such polit-
ical reform was demonstrated by Bri-

In the 17th century the island of
Tortuga, off the northern coast of
Haiti, was a haven for French pirates.
With the rebellion of the black popula-
tion against the whites and sugar planters
in 1781, Tortuga became part of the
sovereign state of Haiti. Thisisno
longer the case.

Recently the Haitian dictatorship
sold the island and its population to

Dupont Caribbean Incorporated. .The

inhabitants, in the sale contract, were
considered "‘indigenous personnel,” and
will be paid low salaries by the corpora-
tion. (After all, they are black and the
grandchildren of slaves!)

Moreover, the contract stipulated
forced expropriation of the small plots
of land owned by the impoverished
peasantry. Dupont Caribbean Corpor-
ation will pay “indemnization” accord-
ing to what it considers “assuring the
subsistence of the interested parties,””

So there you have it: a capitalist

“Socialist” Chile
- Begins Purge Of

Homosexuals

tish actions this week. The highest
-court in Northern Ireland had ruled

that the Stormont Government's direc-
tion of British troops since August,
1969, was u stitutional ding
to the Government of Ireland Act.

This decision meant that all actions
taken by the army since that time —
the beatings, shootings, internment -
were illegal. L

But the British government would
not stand for such a decision. In one
night Parliament rushed a bill through
overruling the court decision. There
was only one negative vote - that of
Bernadette Devlin. Not even the fa-
mous Labor left would support the
cause of justice at that moment. This

“is the kind of political action the Irish

government is willing to put up with in
Northern Ireland.

FUTILE TERROR
While the Fianna Fail (dominant

. party’ in the South) government is

showing its hypocrisy and weakness,
the IRA is showing its own frustration
and weakness, opening itself up to at-
tacks by the British working class and
further hatred by the Protestant work-
ing class in Northern Ireland.

Recently the Official IRA began a
bombing campaign in England, killing
7 civilians, and attempted to assassi-
nate John Taylor, member of the
Northern Ireland cabinet. Taylor was
responsible for handling law and order
in Ulster and advocated the policy of
internment.

The IRA has tried military cam-
paigns such as these often in the past
and has always met with failure. The
English bombing campaigns, though in-
tended to hit military targets, have too
often hurt only civilians. This has on-
ly served to alienate the working class
in Britain and Northern Ireland from
support of the Irish struggle.m

institution undermining the so-called
sacred principle of private property.
And the State Department is not even
asking for “‘prompt, adequate, and in
cash” payment. Perhaps the peasants
of Tortuga cannot afford to have their
lobby in Washington.

The situation is no better in Port-
au-Prince. The government of Baby
Doc (son of Papa Doc) in Haiti will not
tax the new owners of Tortuga. In the
signed contract the state renounces
"“all rights of direct or indirect expro-
priation or nationalization in the re-
gion during the duration of the con-
tract.” That is, 99 years.

The transaction was undertaken by
Weber T. Alexandre, Economic Mini-
ster of Haiti and Don Pierson, President
of Dupont Caribbean Incorporated.
The pirates have ended their transaction
but in the final analysis the people will
have the last word.m
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waiase

Asia

CONTINUED FROM
PAGE 3

1962, when Khrushchev and President
Kennedy implicitly agreed to respect
each other’s “spheres of influence,”
Kennedy and then Johnson were pre-
occupied with meeting the threats to
American interests in the-“Gnderde-
veloped”’ countries. They concentra-
ted on the combined use of moderate
reforms and military repression to
combat revolutionary threats in these
countries. While this proved unsuc-
cessful in Vietnam, Russia’s “"hands
off” attitude was useful to the US
elsewhere.

But in the meantime, Russia, both
under Khrushchev and under his suc-
cessors, followed a quiet diplomatic
policy aimed at increasing their influ-
ence with formally “’non-aligned” gov-
ernments. This approach paid real
dividends, particularly in the Arab oil-
producing countries and in the expan-
sion of Russian power in the Mediter-
ranean and the Indian Ocean.

Russia’s increased power has
played a major role in Nixon's calcu-
lations. US:Russian rivalry has con-
tinued as before in the Middle East,
while in Europe and on such interna-
tional issues as arms control, negotia-
tions have continued as before. The
Nixon administration’s concern with
Russia can more easily be seen in re-
gard to the India-Pakistan war. There,
Nixon’s apparently illogical pro-Paki-
stani policy can be seen in part as a
futile attempt to counter Russia’s
growing influence (through its alliance
with India) by backing India’s tradi-
tional rival. '

Several accounts make it clear
that, as early as 1969, Nixon recog-
nized the possibility of reversing the
United States’s (and his own) tradi-
tional hostility to China and instead
using China as a counter to Russian in-
fluence in the Pacific. Russian trade
with Japan had been growing {and con-
tinues to do so); Russian military aid
to North Vietnam made the USSR the

most influential power in that coun-
try. Russia’s emergence as both a
military and an economic power in
Asia could be anticipated.

In March 1969, Russian troops
clashed with Chinese troops along
their border; three months later, Rus-
sian bombers were redeployed from
the west to the Chinese border region.
Later that same year, Nixon sent the
first secret diplomatic “signals” to
China indicating a desire for a thaw.
From that point, the secret contacts
continued until the Nixon visit was
negotiated in June of last year.

The most fundamental result of
Nixon's visit was thus an agreement
that, for the present, China and the

“=U$§ would accept each other’s existing

power in Asia and oppose any. increase
in Russian power. As stated in the
communique:

"Neither should seek hegemony in
the Asia-Pacific region and each is op-
posed to the efforts by any other
country or group of countries to es-
tablish such hegemony. "'

The second major motive behind
Nixon’s trip -- and the precondition
which made any agreement with China
possible - was his recognition that the
successful challenge to US military
power in Vietnam made it necessary to
conserve America’s position in Asia by
diplomatic as well as military means.
Put brutally, it would be easier to
keep guerrilla movements in line with
China’s help. This raises the question
of China’s motives in staging the Nixon
visit.

PEACE ON ONE FRONT

For China too the most important
power interest was the danger of Rus-
sia. As argued by China expert Allen
S. Whiting in The New York Times on
February 27, China’s main motive
was a desire for "’peace on one front.”

Second was China’s fear of Japan -
but on this Chou got little satisfaction,
as mentioned. Finally, China saw the
visit in terms of its underlying foreign
policy strategy for Southeast Asia.

This is not yet a full-fledged imper-
ialist strategy. China does not yet
have the strength or power position to
play a major imperialist role. Its
foreign policy has been one of secur-
ing its borders and seeking alliances to
break out of economic, diplomatic,
and ultimately, military isolation.

Bye, bye, Mr. American Pie

LRussian troops near the Chinese border

S

This policy, which sounds “moder-
ate’” and peaceful to many ears, is
thoroughly reactionary. China has
not merely maintained correct rela-
tions with any country friendly to it,
it has supported these countries in
their bloody suppression of revolution-
ary or nationalist movements -- not-
ably in the Sudan, in Ceylon, and in
Pakistan last year. Earlier, in the early
sixties, the Indonesian Communists
under Chinese influence collaborated
with the Sukarno government and
made no preparations for revolution
as long as Indonesia followed a pro-
Chinese policy.

Thus, China’s foreign policy aim in
Asia has been revolution only where
existing governments have been un-
friendly; its real policy is one of aim-
ing for diplomatic and economic sta-
tus as a major regional power, through
friendship to existing governments
wherever possible. Once this is
achieved, China will play a major im-
perialist role in the region, despite its
statements to the contrary. The US

_is willing to accept this as a counter to
a more substantial imperialist rival,
Russia, on the understanding that
China is not really playing a revolu-
tionary role. - .

These factors ~ the common threat
of Russia; the US need for a bulwark:
against revolution to replace its weak-
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ened military power; China’s aim of
emerging as a major regional power -
drew the US and China together 0n.a
basis of common interest.

The consequences, for Asia and the
world, are reactionary and dangerous.
The new agreement between China and
the US "not to seek hegemony’’ must
mean that China will discourage revolu-
tionary movements -- though it will
not openly disavow them -- in any
country tied to the US. For Taiwan,
the agreement means the certainty of
the establishment of a Communist bur-
eaucratic state in place of the Chiang
Kai-shek dictatorship.

For the Chinese native to Taiwan
(distinct from the ruling group which
has made the island its home since
1949), the US-China agreement was a
blow. As quoted in The New York
Times March 3, an economist friendly
to the independence movement sta-
ted that if a deal is made between the
mainland government and the Kuo-
mintang government on Taiwan, "the
Kuomintang could defend its own in-
terests, but who would speak for the
people of this island? We would be
sacrificed.” :

In the larger world, the US-China
agreement is only a lull. Nixon's con-
centration on American rivalry with
Russia -- reflecting the new reality that
has grown up since the days of Ken-
nedy's detente in 1963 - is a worldwide
game in which the nations and peoples
of the world are to be sacrificed, asin
Bangla Desh. Behind this looms the
possibility of war -- most likely over
the territory of third countries.

Between the US and China, too,
the agreement is only a limited peace
between rivals. China’s aim is to in-
crease its power and influence in Asia
and the Pacific; the US’s aim is to

m maintain its own power and influence.

For the moment they find it con-
venient to cooperate against the grow-
ing Russian influence - and for obvi-
ous reasons, they find it convenient 1o
phrase this in terms of the world
peace for which the people hope so
desperately. Ultimately, however,
their jockeying for advantage must
mean new rivalry.®

* [For a somewhat different analysis
of Nixon's China trip, in particular giv-
ing greater hasis to the 9
of Japan as a factor in the moves to-
wards a US-China detente, see the edi-
torial in Workers' Power No. 52.]
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Editorial
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PAGE 1

This panel includes only one black
woman - and no Chicanos. The rest
are white, Angela’s attorneys have
pointed out that the process of jury
selection is thoroughly exclusionay
and requested that ;petﬁ“nﬁmp—
plements be granted.to jurors, saying
that otherwise “we will have only
wealthy and retired people serving as
jurors.”

Angela Davis represents many
things to many people. To the state
of California, she has come to symbol-

ize everything that the state is attempt-

ing to crush and destroy - the revolu-
tionary movement, the struggle for
Black Liberation, and defiance of "es-
tablished authority.”

The state of California, and the for-
ces of repression throughout the coun-
try, rightfully fear that if they fail to
confict Angela Davis their legitimacy
will be in danger of virtual collapse.
The state will spare no effort and ex-
pense to imprison her forever, and if
possible even try to find a way to re-
store the death penalty to silence her
completely.

To many liberals, Davis represents
yet another “test of the system” -
can a black revolutionary receive a
““fair trial”’ under the American sys-
tem of justice? Such people, who
want to believe that such things as a
"fair trial’”’ really exist in this system,
and even more want to convince
others of the same, will bend over

backwards to be “fair’’ -- to the sys-
tem itself.

° Some will overlook everything
from the fact of sixteen months in
jail without bail, to the selection of
the virtually all-white, middle-class
jury, to the arrest of demonstrators
supporting Davis outside the court-
house, provided only that it is possi-
ble to get to the "facts” of the case.
If the state can construct some sort of
“proof” that Angela Davis purchased
the guns, then many of the liberals
who half-heartedly defend her today
will heave a sign of relief and abandon
her to the penitentiary or the gas
chamber. : F

i liberals don’t uniderstand is
that Angela Davis cannot receive a fair

“Stral’not only because the state vio-

lates its own rules of "justice,” but
more fundamentally because of the
very nature of that “justice.” Under
the rules of justice of the capitalist
state, it becomes an act of murder for
prisoners to attempt to escape, or to
aid in such an attempt.

The state is obligated to “prove”
only that such an attempt took place --
it is taken for granted that men sen-
tenced to life imprisonment for minor
crimes against property, or subjected
to the brutality of racist, sadistic, pri-
son guards, have no right to escape
and may be shot on sight if they try.
While it is important to thoroughly ex-
pose the fact that the state has no real
evidence linking Angela Davis to the

*Marin County jailbreak, it is stillneces-

sary to defend that jailbreak as a justi-
fied and heroic, though suicidal bid for
freedom.

To millions of black people in the
United States, this case involves much
more than an abstract test of “fair-
ness.” Black people, who know that
the system is stacked against them i
from the start, realize that the attempt
to victimize Angela Davis is directed

against them as well. No one - not
even the capitalist press - has failed to
notice the depth of feeling throughout
the black community in support of
Davis’ defense.

The issue will become an explosive
one in black communities as the trial
comes to a conclusion this summer.
The greatest depth of feeling for
Angela Davjs, and the greatest poten-
tial strength that could be mobilized
in her support, is unquestionably con-
centrated here.

The black community knows that
the attack on Davis is directed against
the black community and its militant
fighters. The state attempts to crush
the militants while it coopts thé “ré-* '
spectable’ leaders with jobs in “‘pov-
erty”’ programs, and black-capitalist

franchises aimed at dégeloping a black

leadership for pacification.

The black community needs no
help from the capitalist state in choos-
ing its leaders. It will reject the paci-
fiers and defend the militants.in its
struggle for liberation. ;

To the Communist Party, of which
Angela Davis is an autspoken member,
this case represents an opportunity to
restore some of the Party’s badly-tar-
nished image as a fighter for freedom,
equality, and revolutionary change.

As the Davis case develops, and as the
radical movement of the 1960’s con-
tinues to decline, hundreds of mili-
tants and radicals, both black and
white, are being attracted to the CP be-
cause of what Angela Davis represents
to them and of the Party’s defense of
her. But if the CP’'s image has changed,
its politics have not.

The American Communist Party,
one of the most servile Stalinist par-
ties to be found anywhere, pursues
policies not of revolution but of reac-
tion, both in the US and internation-
ally. For example, the CP fully sup-
ported the crushing of Czechoslovakia

“Tried by a jury of her peers”

P

in 1968 by the Soviet Union, as a "'de-
fense of socialism” against a mythical
“fascist counterrevolution.” ;
Today the CP supports the “peace-
ful road to socialism” of the Allende .
government in Chile - although that

_policy is preparing the grou nd for a
right-wing takeover ~ because Rllende,

unlike Dubcek in Czechoslovakia, is

~ friendly to the Soviet Union.

In the US, the CP remains commit-
ted to a course of derailing rather than
building movements for social change.
In the labor movement and the black

 liberation movement alike, the CP ar-

gues for support of "progressive”’
trade union officials -- including some

" of the worst burealiérats - and liberal

politicians of the Democratic Party,
of whom some are black but none will
lift a finger in defense of Angela Davis

. or other political prisoners:

As in the 1930’s the CP in the
1970’s is hoping to capture those for-
ces in the working class which start to
move left in order to keep them
chained to the Democratic Party.
Angela Davis herself fully supports
these reactionary politics, and helps to
build the illusion that they representa
revolutionary ideology.

FIGHT REPRESSION

To revolutionary socialists, how-
ever, Angela Davis is also a.symbol, in-
dependent of the politics she repre-
sents. The state’s attempt to frame
and destroy her is a blow against the
entire movement, which the state has
tried to crush by both legal and extra-
legal means.

The state was able to force Eldridge
Cleaver to flee the US because Cleaver
knew he would be murdered if he re-
turned to jail, as ordered by the parole
authorities. It was able to assassinate
Fred Hampton in his bed and George
Jackson in the yard of San Quentin
Prison.

On the other hand, where the state
has had to take its case to juries, it has
been defeated time and again -- despite
all the biases in its favor. Huey New-
ton was freed last December after jur-
ies, increasingly skeptical of police ac-
counts, failed to convict him in two
manslaughter trials after his earlier con-
viction was reversed.

Black Panthers Bobby Seale and
Erica Huggins were freed last May
when the jury trying them on murder
charges failed to'agree. And last Ap-
ril, the “New York Panther 13" were
acquitted on all counts of conspiracy
by a jury whose members openly stated
they believed the police were conspir:
ing against the Panthers.

With the Davis case, the stakes are
raised. This will be the biggest of the
political trials. If she is convicted, the
blows struck against repression by
earlier verdicts will be neutralized.
But if she is acquitted the state’s legal
campaign against black militants will
fall in ruins.

* If she s to be acquitted, it will not
be through a "fair triai’ but through
the support of millions of black peo-
ple, working class militants, and radi-
cals raising the demands Free Angela
Davis -- Fight Repression -- Free All
Political Prisoners. The task of the
movement now is to build demonstra-
tions of support and solidarity for
Angela Davis in every city throughout
the country during the trial.

By throwing.the brightest glare of
publicity on the trial, we can expose
the truth about the frame-up trial and
throw back the forces of oppression.m
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Chicano Militants
Murdered

By Police
Thais Grak

On January 31, Albuquerque tele-
vision cancelled a special on police
brutality and prison conditions be-
cause the two key speakers were
killed by the police two nights earlier.
Rito Canales and Antonio Cordova
were shot at 12:50 a.m. on January
29, at a construction site 10 miles
south of town - alledgedly while at-

pting to steal dynami

Canales was on parole for life from
the Santa Fe Prison. He had served 8
years for a conviction for second de-
gree homicide (despite blatantly cori-
tradiétory evidence, he had been sen-
tenced to 3 years to life).

While in prison, Canales participa-
ted in a work stoppage that culmina-
ted in riots on October 7. His cell-
block was teargassed, and he was one
of the prisoners beaten afterwards.
“He was paroled when he agreed to
drop a $22.5 million suit against pri-
son officials.

Antonio Cordova was beaten by
police while photographing scenes of
police brutality for the Chicano news-
paper, El Grito del Norte. He had pre-
pared information on statewide police
brutality for the television appearance.

Other information to be released
included an investigation into the
death of inmate Ramon Silva, who
supposedly hung himself in the Senate
Penitentiary. Canales had uncovered

-

evidence that Silva had been beaten'
and that he had a broken wrist.

Both Canales and Cordova were
active in the militant Chicano organi-
zation, the Black Berets.

The police account of the Killings
is patently absurd. The police claim
that they received an anonymous
phone call tipping them off about the
rabbery. So they staked out the con-
struction site with 6 heavily armed
men, 4 more nearby, and a roadblock.

According to the police version,
Canales and Cordova approached the
dynamite bunkers and tried to pick the
fock; and when the police called out,
#pofice. Freeze,” Cordova opened
fire with a carbine. From six feet
away, police fired nine rounds into
him, all aimed at his upper body with
the intent to kill. The police have ad-
mitted that Canales did not fire at all,
but they claim that he had a pistol
(which they never produced ) so they
shot him.

With six rounds in his body, Rito
Canales is supposed to have jumped
or falien off a 25 foot cliff and run
another 120 yards before dying. The
press was not informed of the killing
for another 11 hours.

Meanwhile, police had a chance to
raid Black Beret headquarters at noon
on Saturday. They found 61 sticks of
dynamite in the basement (a section

% .
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of the building the Berets had no ac-
cess to) and an_ounce.of marijuana (al-
though Berets are dismissed from the
organization for using drugs}

Six Berets were arrested. Federal
charges for possession of dynamite
have since been dropped, though the
six still face state charges for the dyna-
mite and the ounce of marijuana.

Police claim tofvéve received ano-
ther tip off to a robbery of the bun-
ker a week earlier. They informed
Mr. Hogland of the Wylie Bros. Con-
struction Co. of this tip on January
18. On the 20th they called to ask if
the robbery had taken place. Yes, it
had.

Hogland estimates that 2 - 5 cases
of dynamite were stolen, each with
50 sticks. It was twenty-six of thifiy,
coded sticks that were supposedly re-
covered during the police raid on the
Beret headquarters.

Weaknesses in the police story are
glaring. Why wasn’t the first Fobbery
staked out? Cordova had a shoulder
separation so painful that he could
not shift gears on a car, let alone fire

. arifle.

Police produced a photograph of
Cordova still holding the carbine after
being hit with nine rounds of ammuni-
tion; it is inconceivable that he could
have held onto the gun in these cir-
cumstances. The mortician examining
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Cordova found his jaw and nose bro-
ken.

A get away car was never found.
Police claim that Canales signaled it
away with a flashlight, but with 10
men on the scene and a roadblock, it
was not even spotted.

They also claim that they found
tire tracks indicating that a car
left at a great speed. Howeyer, tijis
road has since been dynamited by the
construction work, conveniently de-
stroying the evidence.

The Chicano community will not
let the police forget the murder of
these brothers. The Berets regard this
not only as murder but also as an at-
tempt to discredit them in their own
community, but the attempt has back-
fired on the cops. The Berets have
been able to mobilize large sections of
the community around their demand
for an independent investigation of
the killings.

A call for a federal investigation
has already been denied. Instead, a
grand jury was convened by Albuquer-
que’s District Attorney, Alexander
Sceresse, the same man who publicly
announced that the killings were “jus-
tifiable homicide’” only 48 hours after
the incident. The Chicano community
has denounced this farce as an investi-
gation “of the police, by the police,
for the police.”"s
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