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workers’ power

UAW Cracks at Top

Ewdence of a deep split in the lead-
ership of the United Auto Workers
bubbled to the surface amidst wide-
spread dissension in the ranks, on the
fifth and last day of the 23rd Consti
ai Convention of the UAW, in

ective b

e "J' fed 10 a special col-
lective bargainir on to be
held next year
instead, the convention often had
the flavor of a campaign rally, with a
steady stream of political speakers ad
dressing whichever delegates happened
to be inside and listening. The speak
ers emphasized two common themes.
One theme was “"Dump Nixon.” The
other was the continuity of leadership
between Reuther and Woodcock.

All stops were pulled out at this
convention to emphasize Woodcock's
legitimacy as Reuther's successor. A
film biography of Reuther’s life that
ended with Woodcock guaranteeing
he would continue the grand old tra
dition added to the effort to extend
Woodcock's somewhat precarious
hold on power,

Questions concerning working
conditions, grievance protcedures,
health and safety on the job, were all
“out of order” at this convention. It
was only some of the political candi-
dates -- apparently more in tune with
what's going on in the shops than the
union leadership ~ who felt compeiled.

[Continued on page 4/
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The past few weeks have seen a
continuing series of defeats for the
South Vietnamese army. Despite mas-
sive American air support, the bomb-
ing of Hanoi and Haiphong, and wild
claim3 by Saigon generals of thou-
sands of enemy soldiers killed, the
spectre of disintegration has begun to
emerge.

Most of Bindinh and Quangtri pro
vinces now lie in North Vietnamese
hands. The flight of refugees from
Koantum, and reports of incipient pan
ic in Hue, indicate that popular confi
dence in the Saigon regime is all but
shattered.

As significant as the battles them-

selves are the indications that the com-

mand structure of the South Vietnam
army is collapsing even more rapidly
than the fighting morale of the troops
While the offensive has not yet threat
ened the major cities of Saigon or Da
nang, and hope is being held out that
the North Vietnamese will exhaust
their forces in this “desperate gam
ble," there is much public {and no
doubt even more private) doubt by
American officials that strategic areas
of the country can be held
Confronted with the reality of Sai-
gon’s military collapse -- and the
threat of political collapse as the situ-
ation worsens - Nixon’s escalating
rhetoric takes on an ominous sound
While promising continued withdraw-

al of ground troops (20,000 over the
next two months), Nixon has pro
claimed certain victory for the South
Vietnamese army and stated that “We
will not'be defeated. And we will
never surrender our friends to Com-
munist aggression.”

But unless the North Vietnamese
supply lines collapse - which seems
unlikely, since much of the northem
area of South Vietnam has been cap-
tured, as well as rice-rich areas in the
Central Highlands -- the offensive at a
minimum will leave the PRG and
North Vietnamese in control of sever-
al provinces and possibly major cities.
Further fighting in the Central High-

[Continued on page 5]
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Workers’

Power

WE STAND FOR SOCIALISM: the
collective ownership and democratic
control of the economy and the state
by working class. We. stand in op-
position to all forms of class society,
both italist and b atic “Com-
munist,” and in solidarity with the
struggles of all exploited and oppressed
¥ people.

America is faced with a growing cri-
sis: war, racial strife, pollution, urban
decay, . and the deterioration of our
standard of living and working condi-
tions. This crisis is built into capital-
ism, an nutlnad system of private pro-
fit, exploi and opp The
capitalist ruling class, a tiny minority
that contrels the economy and politics

- alike, perpetuates its rule by dividing
the working people against each other
~— white against black, male against fe-
male, skilled against unskilled, etc. The
result is ever greater social chaos. -

Workers' power is the only alterna
tive to this crisis. Neither the liberal

nor the’cfonservative wings of the ruling
class have any answers but greater ex
ploitation. The struggle for workers’
power is already being waged on the
economic level, and the International
Socialists stand in solidarity with these

struggles over wages and working con-

ditions. - To further this struggle, we

call for independent rank and file wor- ~

kers’ committees .to fight when and
where the unions refuse to fight. But
the struggles of the workers will remain
defensive and open to defeat so long as
they are restricted to economic or in
dustrial action.

The struggle must become political
Because of its economic power, the
ruling class also has a monopoly on
political power. it controls the govern-
ment and the political parties that ad-
minister the state. More and more, the
problems we face, such as inflation and
unemployment, are the result of politi-
cal decisions made by that class. The
struggle of the working pecple will be
deadlocked until the ranks of labor
build a workers’ party and carry the
struggle into the political arena.

The struggle for workers’ power
cannot be won until the working class,
as a whole, controls the government
and the economy democratically. This
requires a revolutionary socialist, work-
ing class party, at the head of a unified

On May 13 and 14, the Interna
tional Socialists are holding a social-

sis of capitalism and the rank and
file revolt in the labor movement

Circle Campus of the University of
Hiinois in Chicago.
PROGRAM

The Current Capitalist Crisis: Its
Roots and Impact

Art Fox Former President of the
Tool and Die Unit, Local 600, Ford

cus of the United Auto Workers.

Joe Naebeck One of New York
City Communication Workers of
America’s Chief Stewards, A promi-

ist educational conference on the cri-

The site of the conference will be the

Rouge Plant. Long imgmilitant and
a founder of the United hﬂnmal Cau-

Rank and File Committees in Action

working class. No elite can accomplish
this for the workers.

Nor can any part of the working
class free itself at the expense of an-
other. We -stand for the liberation of
all oppressed peoples: mass organiza-
tion, armed self-defense, and the right
of self-determination for Blacks, Chica-

_ nos and all national minorities; the Ilbe-
ration of from subordi
in society and the home; the organiza-
tion of homosexuals to fight their op-
pression. These struggles are in the in-
terest of the working class as a whole:
«the bars of racism and male chauvinism
can only prevent the establishment of
workers’ power. Oppressed groups
cannot subordinate their struggle to-
day to the present level of conscious-
ness of white male workers: their in-
d o orga s Yy to
meu fight for liberation. But we strive
to unite these struggles in a common
fight to end human exploitation and
oppression.

The struggle for workers’ power is
world-wide. Class oppression and ex-
ploitation is the common condition of
humanity. US corporations plunder
the world’s riches and drive the worid's
people nearer to starvation, while mili-

“tary intervention by the US govern
ment, serving these co-porations, awaits

nent leader of the recent &-manth
long telephone workers strike and an
activist in United Action, opposition
caucus in the CWA

Jordan Sims Former Chairman of
the Bargaining Committee for Local
681 of the United Auto Workers. A
wel-known militant of the UAW and
now co-chairman of the United Na-
tional Caucus of the UAW.

The Unorganized

Mickie Swisher involved in organ-
izing drive for the American Federa
tion of State, County and Municipal
Employees.

Liberation Struggle

Joel Geier National Secretary of
the International Socialists, A veteran
of the Civil Rights and radical stu-
dent movements.
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“troops from all foreign countries, and

" ism, established through world-wide

Socialist Perspectives and the Black Z_

those who dare to rebel. The “Com-
munist” revolutions in China, Cuba and
North Vietnam, while driving out US
imperialism, have not brought workers’
power, but a new form of class society,
ruled by a bureaucratic elite,

Whether ‘capitalist or bureaucratic
collectivist (*’Communist”) in nature,
the ruling classes of the world fight
desperately to maintain their power,
often against each other, always against
the working class and the people:
Through both domestic repression and
imperialist intervention {(the US in
Vietnam, the USSR in Czechoslovakial,
they perpetuate misery and poverty in
a world of potential peace and plenty.
Socialisny =, the direct rule of the wor-
king lass itsélf — exists nowhere in the
world today.

e fight for the withdrawal of US

support ali struggies for national self-
deter In V . We sup-
port the victory of the NLF over the

US and its puppets; at the same time,
we stand for revolutionary opposition
by the working class to the incipient
bureaucratic ruling class. Only social

revolution, can free humanity from ex-
ploitation and oppression; and the only
force capable of building socialism s
WORKERS' POWER
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Rarik and File Labor and the Tasks of
Socialists

Brian McKenzie Leader of United
Ac of the Communication Work-
ers of America. Leading figure in the
recent CWA strike of telephone work-
ers in New York City.

The experiences of these speakers
and the groups they repigsent provide
insights into the course of the struggle
against the. policies of the bureaucratic
officisidom of the trade unions and

the attempt to develop a new, fight iy

ing strategy for the American work-
ing class,

{For information on registration,
housing, childcare, or additional infor
mation, please write:

Chicago International Socialists,
P.O. Box 3451 Merchandise Mart,
Chicago, lllinois 60654, or call
212-753-2233, Extension 114.]

Published birweekly except semi-monthly in
wecemmber and monthly in July and August
by the International Socialist Publishing Co.
at 14131 Woodward Ave., Highland Park,
Mich, 48203. Second class postage paid at
Detroit, Michigan, Send notice of undeli
vered copies or change of address to Workers’
Power, 14131 Woodward Ave, Highland
Park, Michigan

Workers” Power is a member of the Under-
ground Press Syndicate (UPS) and a sub-
scriber to Liberation News Service and G.l.
Press Service
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- Berkeley Campus Workers

A

! UNFAIR §
2% REAGAN #% REGENTS
— CUT(E)WAGES
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Striking Berkeley workers have
picked up the banner of action where
Berkeley students dropped it, snd
have carried it into battle against the
stats of California.

As relatively small-scale anti-war
protests broke out on college cam-
puses in the wake of the new US esca-
lation and bombing in Vietnam, Ber-

.keley students, once famous for their
militancy, were even more subdued

. than others. The week of April 17

was marked, instead, by a strike of
campus workers, which brought a
long-standing grievance to a head,
against the wishes of the leadership
of the Alameda County Central Labor
Council.

On Thursday, April 13, building
trades workers who have had a strike
authorization in effect for 2 long
years, fired their old negotiating com-
mittee and moved into action: "Fish-
bowl negotiations” conducted at the
UC campus the next day brought no
satisfaction; the building trades work-
ers are faced with a clear attempt to
break their union,

The University wants to “re-clas-
sify” skilled workers to maintenance,
cutting wages up to 40 percent, is in-
sisting on substantial layoffs, refuses
to sign a contract with the union, and
will not accept anything resembling a

ble gri procedure. This
action against the best organized
workers on the campus is a clear at-
tack on all working men and women,
in the context of a general cutback
in public services as the economic cri-
sis intensifies,

The building trades workers set up
their pickets early Monday moming,
April 17, and were joined by AFSCME
1695, the union of non-academic
clerical and professional employees.
1695 also voted to strike for their
own demands, including equal pay
for equivalent work and the call that
:funds to meet their demands not

Al together, the strike was joined
by about 35 unions representing
2,000 mostly non-scademic employ-
ees. The Berkeley Radiation Labora-
tory, the Livermore Radiation Labor:
tory, and UC op in Rich d

on a key issue of the whole struggle:
The right of public employees to
strike.

Their evasions didn't fool the
courts at all - an injunction was
granted within the day, aithough
strikes by public employees are not
technically illegal in California - but
since these union bureaucrats didn't
openly call for support, and disci-
plined their members not to do so,
the only result of the evasion was
that other campus workers and stu-
dents were confused and demoralized.

Student support is crucial; the
Berkeley strike is a political strike,
and it will have 1o be won paolitically.
Without broader support there could
be a long drawn out struggle which
will die on the streets.

Groulx set up a further roadblock
to winning the strike when he toid a
packed baliroom of students on Wed-
nesday, April 19, that s student boy-
cott was unnecessary now. He did
this even a3 the Regents were saying
how important it was, and comfort-
ing, to see “business as usual” going
on (with the aid of professors who

were all atfected.

But Dick Groulx, Secretary of the
Alameda Labor Council, and Lamar
Childers, head of the Building Trades
Council, refused to call the picketing
and “withdrawal of labor power” a
strike. Perhaps they hoped that
mysterious talk about “informational

‘picketing” would confuse the courts.

At.any rate, they refused to face head

come from other workers or stud

i

student support, but this sppeal was
played down by the regular papers,
including the UC student newspaper,
the Daily Cal, while Groulx's attitude
was played up.

The labor buresucrats were sided
in their misiesdership by the d
lsaders of the student body, the liber-
ol student go b ts

WORKERS' POWER MAY 12- 25,1972 PAGE3

{not to mention the Student Mobili-
zation Ci ittee and their

* in the Young Socialist Alliance).

They tried to channel the strike solely
into an "anti-wer" action, and are
clearly afraid to take up the labor is-
sue, to confront any anti-labor preju-
dices on the part of the students.
The International Socialists, whose
bers include both empioyees and
students st UC, were on the picket
fines from the time they went up
M a? L4 .‘.m'-".‘ L
workers and students 1o stay out.
Daily IS ieaflets have addressed
workers and students on the issues
behind the strike, and on a strategy

1 win, linking the strike, the war,

and other issues the student body has
adopted as a program for the strike
{for example, law students are fight-
ing 1o see that there are no cutbacks
in minority enroliment there next

Rank and file workers will heve o or
anize to apread the strike (1t has o
ready spread scross the Bey Bridge to
the UC San Francisco Medical Cen-
tar); students will have to see that st
last thers is a possibility of uniting
the issues they have long fought for,
and resily closing the campus down.
There must be unconditional sup-
port 1o the Berkeley workers in their

like a capitalist himself on the salary
of a labor buresucrat, worked up the

guts to denounce the “‘capitalist press”
when it gave meager publicity to oppo-
sition to his regime,

Workers' Power applauds Wood-
cock’s courageous exposure of the
bosses’ press as enemies of the union.
No doubt he is anxious to have a full
and open discussion of demogracy in
the UAW in the labor press, free of
the lies and distortions of the capitalist
media. We are delighted to offer our
pages to Leonard Woodcock to enable
him to tell his side of the story.e

Fight U- C- Unim'bUSting 'Lc\)uils;e.‘Mitdiell f . .



Jack Trautman

[Continued from page 1]
to talk about inhuman working condi-
tions.

Despite the political tone of the

tion, there was no mention of
some of the pressing political prob-
lems facing the union movement. For
example, the threat posed by George
Wallace was barely mentioned.

The fact that, despite the pleas of
the union leadership, many UAW
members have already voted and will
vote for Wallace - racist, anti-union

that he is ~ was studious-
ly ignored. To discuss a real strategy
to beat Wallace would have meant .
oxlmlning some of the union’s fail-
ings, a taboo subject.
. Only Pete Kelley, co-chairman of
the United National Caucus (UNC)
broke the taboo. He pointed out
that the absence of a discussion of
Wallace was symptomatic of the di-

vorce of the union bureaucracy from -~

and their lack of concern for -- the
ranks.

But Kelley’s comment was ignored.
So was the proposal for independent
political action by the labor move-
ment put forward both by the UNC
and by at least one independent dele-
gate from lowa. Any discussion of a
break from the two capitalist parties
was also “out of ard-r m the
UAW's di endor
of the New Dampemie Party, the
Labor Party of Canada.

Woodcock even had the nerve to
call the 1870 GM contract {which
provided only $.08 in new money and
merely regained the escalator clause
lost in 1967), the greatest gain in the
history of the UAW, He painted out
that when he took office !he union
had hanging over its negoti the
tremendous victory {not his words)
of the Teamsters, who had won a
$1.85 per hour increase. Due to his
“courage and militancy’’ the UAW
was able to avoid “falling into the
same trap."

HIDDEN CRISIS

Woodcock's machine appeared
well-oiled. Qutside the meeting room
was a carnival atmosphere with bal-
loons, an accordian player, a raffle
booth, slide shows, clowns, and sales
of Walter Reuther Memorial plagues,
records, books, etc. The atmosphere
at times seeped into the convention
sessions, with staged demonstrations
and balloons. :

On the floor, an army of 800 Inter-
national Representatives kept their ~

Black Lake, Michigan, vacation spa.
The leadership offered no real propo-
sﬁ:toendme loss of jobs in auto.
One rmember described the proposds
that were p d at the

as putting band-uds ona tirp bleed-
ing wound. |

With working conditions deter-
iorating, with the union having less
and less of an in-plant presence and

with the leadership concentrating on ~

a legislative program and refusing to
mobilize the ranks for struggle, dis-
content is growing.

The pent-up anger of the delegates
came to the surface on the last day.
In a discussion of resolutions on job
security and unemployment, speaker
after speaker rose to express dissatis-
faction with the union’s policies.

One after another delegates pointed
out that they had voted for the Wood-
cock slate (instead of the UNC candi-
dates) but that the union wasn't do-
ing its job and they weren’t getting
service. One rose to state angrily that
he was appearing at the convention

7 accelerating the union’s drift to the

right, who long ago called for wage
controls, who refused to walk off the
pay board until the notorious conser-
vative, George Meany, led the way -
felt Schrade to be a thorn in his side.
He sent his International Reps out to
line up votes for Schrade’s opponent,
Jerry Whipple.

Here is where the split in the
bureaucracy emerged. lrving Blue-

- stone, newly-elevated head of the GM
Department of the UAW, prevented
his underlings from participating in
the “Dump Schrade” move. Blue-
stone appeared to be seconded by
Doug Fraser, who had lost the con-
test for the Presidency to Woodcock
by one vote (Schrade had helped line
up support for Fraser, a factor in
Woodcock’s eagerness to dump him).

International Trustee Ann
LeFebvre, heid her post for 22
yen'rﬁ:/l;:d'y‘obmkewimmeburw
cracy and resigned, accusing Woodcock
and Vice-Presidents Bannon and

Doug Fraser

Irving Biuestone

for the last time: his plant was cios
ing and he and his members would
soon be out of work. Similar threats
of closures and plant phase-outs hung
over the heads of others,

Demands for 30 hours work for 40
Kours pay, no compulsory overtime,
and increased holidays were raised by
Donald Deal, UNC delegate from Chi-
cago. But there were all “out of or-
der” in terms of any action at this
convention. In the end, the leaders’
mcﬂ-cm- and probably irrelevant

eyes on the less than 3,000 deleg:

to discourage and report any defec-
tions, Qutside, the Administration
provided free parties for the delegates,
paid for by a slush fund provided by
the International Representatives:

10 percent of the $22,000 salary and
expenses: $2 million,

Nonetheless, hidden behind the
convention facade was a crisis for the
union. Within the last year the UAW
has lost 220,000 members - almost
15 percent of its membership. Yet
the union spends less than one half as
much on organizing as it does on its

e L B TS
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posals were passed,

The anger and discontent of the
rank and file is unorganized and un-
focused. But it represents a growing
threat to the union bureaucracy.

It is in this context that Woodcock
decided to axe Paul Schrade, Director
of Region 6, the West Coast. Schrade,
who had been Reuther’s protege, was
a liberal in the spectrum of the UAW
leadership. He had been the first
UAW big-wig to oppose the war, and
had supported student, black and Chi-
cano struggles.

Woodcock - who is continuing and

S s
Greathouse of purposely scan:hmg
Schrade.

_ Ali of this indicates that beneath
the rhetoric of “Teamwork in the
Leadership” that was trotted out so
often at this convention, there are
deep divisions among the piecards
Woodcock's control over the leader-
ship, while secure for the moment, is
by no means deeply rooted and there
is obviously a lot of maneuvering go-
ing on behind closed doors.

Schrade is the first Regional Direc-
tor to be done away with in the UAW
in a long time. Such changes are often
@ response to rank and file discontent,
This was the way both Woodcock and
the capitalist press described Schrade’s
downfall,

But it was the top leadership, not
the rank and file, that were out to get
Schrade. The point is, however,
Schrade was unable to mobilize the
ranks in his own defense.

The reason the rank and file was
vnllmg md in wme cases happy to see

d ped was hardly b
he was “too liberal.” Beneath the sur-

R S s

4

face of his liberalism, Schrade is no

*different from the other top-level bur-

eaucrats. His region is the hardest hit
by loy t, plant cl , and
foreign competition, and he has had
no program to offer other than reac-
tionary economic nationalism.

The fact that Schrade was unable to
drawn much support from blacks and
Chicanos illustrates his isolation from
the shops. It was his failures that taig
Schrade open to attack when the bur-
eaucracy moved against him. Had he
built himself a base, he could not have
been removed.

Nevertheless, it was clear that the
defeated Schrade did have a large fol-
lowing at the convention. He claimed
that he was returning to his old job at
North American Rockwell to join the
ranks and organize an opposition to
the Woodcock Team.

As a member of that team he had
never attempted to organize the
ranks. It remains to be seen what
sort of opposition he will organize - a
rank and file group or a more liberal
image bureaucracy.

PRESSURE FROM BELOW

In the meantime, the growing dis-
content of the rank and file intensi-
fies the pressures on the whole bur-

y. If the oppx can be or-
ganized, Woodcock may well be of-
fered up as a sacrificial lamb. So far,
there has been no focus for the oppo-
sition. The United National Caucus
has not yet been able to gather to it
self the dissident elements. But the
cracks in the ranks are beginning to
become visible. 2

The Canadian Region, granted
some autonomy by the last conven-
tion in response to the nationalist cur-
rent sweeping Canada these days, is
still unhappy. Canadian workers get
short shrift from the US pork chop-
pers.” Moreover, American economic
policies, which the UAW is support-

ng, are Causing severe economic prob-
ems in Canada, including an unem-
ployment rate of § percent.

But Canadians were scascely called
upon to speak during the convention.
Pete Kelley, also having trouble get-
ting called upon, mentioned this, jok-
ing that perhaps he was sitting too
close to the Canadian section.

The potential for a powerful oppo-
sition is clearly in evidence. The lead
ership is thoroughly out of touch
with the concerns of the ranks. A
spiit like that which surfaced in At
iantic City could lead to a real power
struggle.

in such a battle, neither side will
iikely represent the interests and real
needs of the rank and file. But the
cracking of the monolith opens up the
possibility that a more sustained and
thoroughgoing opposition can be
built,

The UAW, once the most democra
tic and militant of the CIO unions,
and the leader of the union movement
in its dynamic days, may be the first
to see a crack in the bureaucracy and
to.bring to the surface the workers’
oppaosition that has been brewing
down on the shop floors for some
time.m

w
Correction

The article “UAW Convention to
Meet in Atlantic City" in Workers'
Power No. 56 was incorrectly attribu-
ted to John Weber. The byline should
have been Frank Gothic.




_NIXON
ON THE
WAR

Behind
Lies

Mld Finkel

On April 26, as Saigon’s armies con- ;

tinued to collapse Ihmuﬁwut the nor-
thern provinces and Central Highlands
of South Vietnam, Richard Nixon
took to the airwaves to “report” to
the nation about the success of “Viet-

ization” and the prospects for a
“peaceful settlement.” It was just &
bout four years ago that Lyndon
Johnson, in the face of the Tet Offen-
sive and the pressure of the American
anti-war movement, announced his
withdrawal as a candidate for re-elec-
tion to the White House.

Nothing so interesting was to come
from Nixon's radio-TV address. He
simply served up a re-hash of the
glowing accounts of battlefield pro-
gress and the arrogant lies “justifying’”
the American intervention which have
been fed for ten years to the Ameri-
can people - who long ago became
bored and finally disgusted with them,

Still, Nixon's speech deserves
some attention for two reasons: first,
because the nature of the current
fighting - in which North Vietnamese

into bombed-out wastelands befure ac-
cepting defeat,

Nixon’s first and biggest lie is the
old myth of Vietnamese “invading”

their own country: “The massive in-
vasion of South Vietnam by the Com-
munist armies of North Vietnam .

in violation of the treaties they signed
in 1954, and in violation of the agree
ment they reached with President
Johnson in 1968."

The most important thing about
this argument is that there is absoiu-
tely nothing new about it. The US

, undu Republican and

D i ini ions alike, has
alwws claimed to be delemhng South
“self-d ation” from

uutuda attack, auﬂhu:tuuon of
South Vietnam as a client state of the
US, following the Geneva peace agree-
ment of 1954 (which the US never
signed, but accuses North Vietnam of
violating), never had anyting to do
with the wishes of the Vietnamese
people in either the North or the
South.

troops are openly and heavily ir
- has confused some people who be-
lieve that the US is justified in “de-
fending” South Vietnam against an
“invasion” (a confusion Nixon and

the pro-war media are exploitingto
the hilt); and second, because behind
Nixon's lies about Vietnam stand
barely-veiled threats of a new massive
escalation -- threats that he will try to
turn all of North and South Vietnam

Vie is one nation, which was
to be re-unified by elections in 1956.
The US cancelied the elections be-
cause the Communists would have
won them.

According to the US, the presence
of North Vietnamese troops destroys
the “pretext” of civil war. In fact,
however, the war in Vietnam ceased
to be a civil war long ago. Today, it is

only liberals who argue that the US is

! bt f!!'ff"""

interfering in a “civil war” between
two Vietnamese forces. Before the
massive introduction of American
troops, sent to fight South Vietnamese
NLF guerrillas who were then de-
scribed by the US as “invaders,” the
war was a civil war between Commu-
nist guerrilias and the US-backed Sai-
gon dictatorship. As hundreds of
thousands of US troops poured if the
war changed its character and became
a struggle for seif-determination.

The Tet Offensive showed that
Saigon had long before lost any social
base or support whatever in Vietnam,
outside of a tiny group of generals,
landiords, and war profiteers. The
peopie of Vietnam had become over-
whelmingly loyal to the NLF, fighting
a war of national liberation against the
United States. (For a discussion of
the NLF and self-determination, see
Workers' Power Nos. 45 and 46.)

Nixon's second lie is that “our pro-
gram of th-mznion hdm the
South Vi b
ity of defending Wnt huhnﬂ
8 success: “The South Vietnamese are
fighting courageously and well in their
self-defense.” Battlefield reports tell
a different story. In Quang Tri city,
South Vietnamese officers deserted
their own forces and moved out for
Hue, leaving 10,000 South Vietnamese
troops to try to fight their way out un-
der the command of American “advi-
sors.”

The fact is that Vietnamization

failed because it had to fail - because

of the nature of the war itself. With-

out a social base or a program that
commands the loyalty of any section

of the population, the Thieu regime S
cannot be propped up by any amount
ofAmaricanhardw'eandudmp-
logy. "Vietnamization" has only
served as a cover for continued air sup-
port and aerial and naval bombard-
ment, camedauru:mmepmmxtof
mmmmmym
forces.”

Even to ra(ore the military stale-
mate that had existed since 1968
would require the large-scale re-intro-
duction of American troops. But this
option is closed off because of the po-
litical and economic consequences
that would be involved in the US it
seif.

“GENEROUS TERMS"

Nixon's third lie is that “we have
offered the most generous peace
terms in both public and private nego-
tiating sessions.” There could be no 5
There could be no better illustration
of the arrogance and hypocrisy of the

‘unpmdm momality which Nixon and

ofwuhomhdw mwu-m
mmmmnmm

troops, and the saughter of civilians
in My Lai and countiess other un-
known villages — after eight years of
fraud, destruction, and genocide, the
US has no right to offer “peace terms,”
generous or otherwise to the Vietna- -
mese.

None of the peacé offers made by -
Nixon or Johnson are consistent with
the right to seif-determination of
Vietnam. None of them give up the
US government’s claimed “right” 1o
participate in setting up a government
in Saigon. :

The fact is, as the Pentagon Papers
and other documents have shown,
that the US never intended to negoti-
ate peace gt all so long as it thought
it could wat. But in any case,

- the US has no right to any “peace i

terms” other than immediate, uncon-
ditional withdrewal of all US troops
and an end to all support to the Sai-
gon regime.m

Editorial

[Continued from page 1]

lands and the Saigon area could bring
the regime to the brink of collapse,
either through NLF-led urban upris-
ings or by way of a “neutralist”’ or
military coup.

What will Nixon do then? Re-in-
troducing US troops seems excluded
for the moment, and may be too late

a few months later, Short of nuclear

there ins the possibility
ﬁ\al the US might launch a desperate
all-out air and sea assault on North
Vietnam and captured areas of the
South.

This would mean turning all Viet-
nam into‘a “free-fire zone,” mining
Haiphong harbor, and bombing dams
to cause flooding (as some govern-
ment officials have hinted), hoping to
cause Hanoi to crumble from sheer
physical destruction and to provide an
object lesson to national liberation
struggles elsewhere. Even this policy
would probably fail, but it could turn
much of Southeast Asia into an unin-
habited, defoliated no-man's-land.

The American anti-war movement

has begun to respond to this threat,
through mass mobilizations and de-
monstrations, strikes and occupations
on several campuses. These actions

-mark the first successful anti-war de-

monstration in over a year, and pro-
bably (despite their smaller size) have
had the greatest impact since the up-
surge following the Cambodia inva-

_sion in 1970,

But most of those who joined the
massive demonstrations of 1968-70
have remained passive in the face of
Nixon’s threats, many confining
themselves to working for the
McGovern campaign. And while
Nixon's fear of a defeat in November
may hold him back from sending
troops back in, they cannot prevent

him from trying to “destroy Vietnam
to save it or force him to end US in-
tervention altogether.

The call by various fiberals and
peace groups for a “moratorium” and
demonstrations against the war on
May 4 have received the endorsement
of the AFL-CIO. Anti-war militants
and unionists should use this oppor-
tunity to turn these demonstrations
into mass actions for immediate with-
drawal, Only by continuing such ac-
tions throughout the elections, and
directing them against the Republican,
Democratic, and Wallaceite candidates,
can the anti-war movement effectively
expose the imperialist basis of Nixon‘s
lies and counter the new escalation.m
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'Gary Organizers Revise Black

Convention Decisions

Clarence Jones

The chairman of the National
Black Political Convention and other
Iuyﬁﬂmnt’gnGaryenmm«n-.
cently in closéd session at Howard
University. The purpose of the meet-
ing was to modify the National Black
" Political Agenda, the political pro-
gram passed by the convention, into
an acceptable package for the capital-
ist politicians, both Democrat and Re-
publican. i ;

The meeting seemed to be de-
signed to solidify their bargaining pos-
ition and strategy. But what the meet-
ing and jts decisions revealed were
the deceitfuiness.and disregard for:
black people of the Gary organizers.

Even though the National Black
Political Agenda was voted on and
passed by a majority of convention
delegates, the steering committee of
the National Black Assembly, the con-
tinuing organization, has the right to
amend or overturn all decisions.
What this means is that the conven-
tion was only a rubber stamp for the
organizers-leaders.

The f; anti-busing
was amended by the Howard Univer-
sity meeting. The original resolution

was heavily jargonistic - &wracterh
zing busing as “obsolete and danger-

. ous™ and racial integration as “bank-

rupt” and “suicidal.” Such jargon
provokes strong reactions in many
circles.

But in amending the motion, the
N.B.P.C. organizers were not respond-
ing to the sentiment of the black mas-
ses, who are deeply divided on this

From this camp came the charge
that the anti-bussing motion had a
pro-Nixon-Wallace character. For
this camp, which is invoived in a pro-

ter opposition to the Gary motion),
argued that all the Democratic presi-
dential candidates “‘are trying to out-
Wallace Wallace.”” He went on to
state that these candidates plan to
put blacks in a “’position of neglect
and rejection,”

The revised resolution reads:

"Busing is not the real issue in
American education today, and we
condemn the dishonesty of the Nixon
administration and other forces in
making busing an issue . .. The resl
educational issue for the black com-
munity is how do we get supreme
quality education for ail our young-
sters..."”
Even though this revised version is

ially correct, it was arrived at

Democratic “dump-Nixon"’ paign,
the busing resolution works against
them -- adding fuel to Nixon’s presi-

*dential campaign. They aiso fear that

a black acceptance of “separatism”
would encourage the rightward drift
of the Democratic Party.

Carl Stokes, speaking on the anti-
busing motion at the National Black
Policy Conference on Education (a
Congressional Black Caucus organized
affair - seemingly organized to mus-

under pressure to accomodate the
Demacratic Party, and not to repre-
sent the people’s interest.

In a solid block the Democratic
Party organizers and participants in
the convention denounced the anti-
busing resolution after the event. Ap-

' parently, the confusion of the con-

liowed the resolution to slip
by them - or, perhaps, they were
afraid to risk further disunity by op-

posing the resolution, outright, at
that time. The revision took place
under the firm insistence of the Missi-
sippi, Alabama, and South Carolina
delegation chairmen.

As for the nationalist backers of
the original resolution, their response
to the revision was insignificant. Roy
Innis, C.0.R.E. leader and the resolu-
tion formulater, was reported “pac-
ing the floor outside the meeting
room, roaring like a lion.” Imamu
Baraka (Leroi Jones) was reported as
being very “quiet™ during the entire
meeting.

Another resolution passed by the
convention was aiso revised by the
Howard University meeting. This
was the resolution on Israel, a direct
‘attack on the Zionist state - calling
for its dismantling.

Again, the original resolution was
jargonistic. Although it correctly and
sharply attacked the imperialist op-
pression o the Palestinians by the Is-
raeli ruling class, it at the same time
neglected the rights of the israeli work-
ing class.

The revised resolution reads:

*. .. be it resolved that the con-

The Louis Smith

Case:

Black

UnionMilitant
Framed

A black union militant in Cincin-
nati has been convicted on a highly
dubious charge of “carrying a con-
cealed weapon,” and slammed with
the maximum sentence of one to
three years.

Louis Smith, chairman of the JOB
(Jobs, Opportunity & Betterment)
Caucus at the General Electric Plant
in Cincinnati, was convicted and sen-

- tenced on April 21. The charges
stemmed from an incident with Cin-
cinnati police on February 21 of this

Smith'’s group, a militant black cau-
cus organized to fight racist practices
by the GE management, has the sup-
port of some 800 black workers at the
plant. The caucus was formed, at least
in part, in response to the inaction of

Smith walking United National Caucus picket line
e A A T PR AT RSB,

the UAW leadership in the plant
around racial grievances.

The incident which led to Smith's
conviction smacks of a classic police
frame-up. On the night of February
21, Smith was preparing to leave for

. @ meeting of the JOB caucus execu-

tive committee. JOB members had
learned that some KKK types were
planning to break up the meeting. As

a result, Smith, who had also received ~

several anonymous phone calls threat-
ening his life, had decided to carry a
revolver with him to the meeting.

As Smith was leaving for this meet-
ing, a contingent of Cincinnati police
officers arrived at Smith's apartment
building. The police claim they were
drawn to the building by an anony-
mous phone call reporting “man with

@ gun, 670 N. Crescent {Smith's ad-
dress).” After arriving on the scene,
and finding nothing, the police claim
to have entered the building *hrough
the back door and climbed the stairs.
The police then claim to have en-
countered Smith on the landing. They
maintain that they noticed a bulge in
his jacket, grabbed him, found a revol-
ver, and arrested him on a concealed
weapons charge. They also claim
Smith pushed them when grabbed,
Smith maintains that he did not
meet the cops on the landing, but
that the officers forced their way into
his home and encountered him inside.
Smith also claims to have been beaten
by the cops twice; once in front of
witnesses in the hallway of his apart-
ment, and later-at the police station.
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He has photographs of his injuries to
sustain his charge.

The “coincidence”™ of police com-
ing on the scene from an anonymous
phone call, and “just happening” to
encounter a prominent black militant
packing a gun, is patently absurd. A-
gainst the background of Smith's pro-
minence, the previous threats, and
Cincinnati’s Southern-racist atmos-
phere, the whole incident takes on the

ance of a carefully planned
fr up.

LOUIS SMITH!

Smith was tried before an all-white
jury. Despite the fact that Ohio law
permits individuals the right to carry
8 concealed weapon if they have rea
son to belisve they are in danger, and
the fact that the prosecution failed to

- even attempt to refute this argument

in court, Smith was convicted. The
jury aiso ignored highly contradictory
{ testimony from police witnesses.
Smith was then sentenced to the
maximum penaity - one to three
years - despite the fact that he had no
previous criminal record. The judge
refused to even consider arguments
for a mild sentence. He aiso refused
to grant bail for Smith pending his ap-
peal, although he reversed this deci-
sion two days later.

Movement groups in Cincinnati are
organizing a defense campaign to win
reversal of Smith's conviction. Peti-
tions for his release were'also circule-
ted at the recent UAW Constitutional
Convention, where Smith had been
elected as a delegate from his local
union.m
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vention go on record as being in agree-
ment with the 0.A.U. (Organization
of African Unity, the official associ-
ation of African states) position that
callsfor: (1) The Israeli government to
condemned for her expansionist pol-
iey and forceful occupation of the
sovereign territory of another state;
(2) Measures to alleviate the suffering
and impraove the position of the Pales-
tine people in Israel- and (3} The Na-
tional Black Political Convention to
resolve to support the struggle of
FPalestine for self-determination. ”

Again, the N.B.P.C. organizers re
sponded not to the interest of the op-
Pressed, but to the interest of the rul-
ing class. This softer Israeli resolution
is designed to accomodate the pro-
imperialist, pro-Zionist Democratic
Party.

DEALS WITH. DEMOCRATS

Along with these revisions the
Howard meeting also made more im-
portant decisions, At a press confer-
ence Richard Hatcher announced the
plants of the N.B.A, steering com-
mittee to meet with ali “'viable’” can-
didates of both the Democratic and
Republican parties.

The purpose of the meetings will ~
be to seek the complianice of the can
didates with the National Black Polit
ical Agenda. In exchange, they wilt
be awarded the “endorsement of the
nation’s black voters.” Apparently,
the no presidential endorsement reso-
lutidn passed at the convention was
only meant to stali action on a issue
too hot to handie democratically.

The steering commitiee will also
meet with the national chairmen of
both parties to discuss the “degree of
black participation’ in their conven.
-tigns, They are demanding 20 percent
representation on all policy-making
bodies. Lawrence J. O’'Brien, national
chairman of the Democratic Party has
already agreed.

In a time when the power-that-be
feel free to talk of bumping blacks,
and liberals, such as Humphrey, feel
free to “out-Wallace Wailace,” these
so-called leaders only offer further
black subordination. Jesse Jackson is
busy with legal maneuvers trying to
replace the Daley machine conven-
tion delegates with his delegates. But
black people cannot go along with
Jackson and Co. to the oppressors
table. The militant defense of black
rights will always be outside the two
capitalist parties.m

Raised fists in Gary

Recent weeks in the murder-con-
spiracy trial of Angela Davis have un-
covered a tangled web of confusion,
intrigue, and demagogy in the state of
California’s case against her. While
trying to construct a tale of conspiracy
by the defendant based on her letters
to George Jackson, Prosecutor Albert.
Harris revealed instead evidence of a
conspiracy by the state against Dayis -
a conspiracy involving the FBI, police
and the Soledad prison administration.

The prosecu
weeks attemipti
ent version of the events of Aut;u
1970, at ihe Marin County couv‘huuw
where the [dlﬂ_)!LaJ! attempt and
shootout took place. Harris tried to
sway the all-white jury with grisly ac-
counts of the deaths in the getaway
van, including a description of Judge
Harold Haley's head being blown
apart by a shotgun biast, and with the
fate of one of the hostages, who
grabbed a gun from Jonathan Jackson,
shot several of the prisoners and was
shot himself and left paraly zed for
life, : -

Later medical testimony reveaied,
fiowever, that the shot that killed
Haley was probably a pistol wound in
the chést rather than the shotgun
wound which the state accuses
Ruchell Magee of firing. it is quite
possible that Haley was accidentally
shot by the hostage himself, Assistant
D.A, Gary Thomas. The shot which
paralyzed Thomas came from outside
the van, from police who riddled the
van with a fusillade of gunfire.

Harris began the next part of his
Ccase br/ reading in court the murder
indictment against the Soledad bro-
thers for the death of a prison guard
in 1969, He characterized as “imma-
terial™ the fact that John Cluchette
and Fleeta Drumgo, the surviving Bro-
thers who came to trial in the case,
were acquitted, Refusing 1o stipulate
to the jury that the verdict had ac-
quitted the Soledad Brothers, Harris
stated it “has nothing to do with this
case.” “Neither does the indictment,”
responded Leo Branton, one of the de-
fense attorneys.

STATE CONSPIRACY

The heart of the state’s case
{which claims that the hostages taken
at Marin were to be traded for the

Jndomo!miduddmm in-
cluding George J ), tadt of

mqu into the record lmm written
by Angels Davis to Jackson, supposed
ly showing a passionate love affair be-
tween the two which would drive
Davis to any lengths to free him,

- The court has prevented Harris
from introducing one such letter,
which he removed from Jackson’s per-
sonal papers after the latter was mur-
dered by San Quentin guards. Other
letters, however, had been admitted
as evidence, although this violates con-
stitutional guarantees against seizure
of private papers and property with-
out due process.

While reading one of the letters to
the jury, Harris suddenly stopped and
broke into at as he realized that
the uassaMas reading had no
bearing on any personal relationship
between Jackson and Davis, but ra-
ther referred to the need for struggle
by ali Black people

The account of how the state ob-
tained the letters is the most interest
ing aspect of the trial to date, since it
offers strong evidence of a CUV\SCiUUSJY
coordinated palitical conspiracy to

State
Stumbles
In Davis

Trial

railroad Angela Davis to prison. Given
the fate of other black revolutionaries
and Communists who have been sént
to prison for long terms - including -
the fact that Davis herself suffered
serious eye and other health problems
during her sixteen months imprison-
without bail - it is not hard to

imagine what the state intends to do
with her once she is safely behind bars

An FBI agent testified to making
two illegal searches of Angels Davis'
nome in Los Angeles last August, dur-
ing which he took photocopies of
soma of the letters (womnﬂv luvm'
been inf d that any ial con-
necting Davis to Jackson would be

d by the pr ion). A Sole-

dad prison guard admitted confisca
ting a letter from Davis to Jackson, in
violation of prison rules, and passing
it on to the Guard Captain who engin-
eered the frame-up of the Soledad
Brothers. A Marin County woman
deputy sheriff admitted stealing
Davis’ typewriter from her prison
workroom at night to type a sample
to be submitted as evidence of her
authorship of the letters to Jackson.

Thus it appears that from a time
lang before George Jackson's murder,
the state was collecting “evidence” to
link Davis to Jackson in order to pre
pare ¢harges against her. With Jackson
out of the way, it was easy enough to
seize his papers and gather all the cor-
respondence between them. The state
has attempted during the trial to
force John Thorne, an attorney for

both Jackson and Davis, to provide
further testimony on this correspon-
dence, in violation of the rights of
confidentiality between attorney and
client.

The capitalist system of “justice”

' allows no mechanism for investigating

the extent of
ous arms of the state
against Davis.

There is no question about the
enormous depth of sentiment for
Angela Davis in the Black community,
as well as among many younger whites.
Everr for many Americans who once
accepted the word of the government
as fact, the public exposure of the con-
spiracy to murder the Black Panthers
N every city and to destroy other
black and radicai organizations has un
dermined the ability of the state to

between vari-
their effores

* convince them of the validity of frame-

up charges like those against Davis.

So far, this sentiment has unfortu-
nately remained largely untapped,
since the Angela Davis Defense Com-
mittees have restricted themselves 1o
fund raising and courtroom defense
tactics (along with small demonstra-
tions in the immediate area of the
trial),

The Angela Davis trial will come to
its climax and conclusion sometime
this summer. In order to guarantee
her acquittal and freedom, it is neces-
sary to mobilize demonstrations in
support for her and all political pri-
soners in every major city in the
United States.w
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Growing independence movment has Puerto Rican politicans on edge

MNK IS

“People’s

Capitalism” For
PuertoRicoO ...«

Ta hear Governor Luis A, Ferre
tell it, Puerto Rico may become a
“commonwealth” in fact as well as
name; the entire island will be popu-
lated by capitalists. He has proposed
the ion of a g P
sored investment fund to enable
Puerto Rican workers to share in the -

hip of istand industry.

According to the Ferre plan, lower
and middle-income workers could ob-
tain stock shares in the fund through
loans from private and public banking
institutions, The government would
buy a matching amount of stocks
from a proposed $10 million operat-
ing fund,

The fund will operate as a govern-
ment corporation enpowered to invest
in the stock of private corporations,
‘make business loans, buy and sell real
estate, and even initiate new business
enterprise: loans would be repaid-to
banks at unspecified interest rates
from dividends on stock earnings.

Even modest government estimates
put five years as the minimum needed
to pay back loans. After that the divi-
dends would probably not be more
than a few dollars a year, hardly
enough to create a massive army of
Rockefellers.

If this misty-eyed vision seems a
bit unreal, two facts bring Ferre’s
proposal into perspective: it is elec

 tion year in Puerto Rico, and the is-

land has been swept by strikes in re-
cent months.

: The Puerto Rican economy is in
trouble. It’s fortune is tied to the
winds from Washington and Wall
Street, and the US recession has hit
hard. US-owned industry, lured twen-
ty years ago by "tax holidays” and
cheap labor, is packing up and head-
ing for greener pastures,

Tourism has fallen off. Agricul-
ture is in a long term slump after de-
cades of Yankee mis-management.

All but two sugar mills have been re-
luctantly nationalized by the island’s
government.

Labor in recent months has fought
back hard, beginning in October of
last year when 2,500 workers marched
against the Nixon anti-labor wage
freeze. Beginning January 18, Puerto
Rican telephone workers carried out a
successful and militant strike against
none ather than IT&T (which also
controls on the island, Avis cec rental,
the Sheraton Hotel chain, and other
assorted Puerto Rican enterprise).

IT&T used many strike breaking
tactics, including a $25,000 “bounty”
reward for “saboteurs”|

Exactly a month later 600 workers
at £/ Mundo, the largest newspaper in

" Puerto Rico, went on strike and are

still out almost two months later. The
strikers have successfully kept the pres:
presses from operating but workers
have been arrested and beaten for de-

PAGE8 WORKERS' POWER MAY 12- 26, 1972

fying a Federal injunction 10 keep

¢ southern part of the island,
irt Ponce, 600 shoewarkers at Granba!
and Pense struck for union recogni-
tion and higher wages. In the same |
area hundreds of members of the Oil,
Chemical and Atoniic Workers staged
@ militant strike against the PPG oil-
chemical complex. Scabs were beaten
back but many workers were arrested.
{The new multi-million dollar petro-
chemical industry on the south coast
is the Ferre administration’s hope to
bolster the sagging economy.)

BAG OF TRICKS

However, the panic button would
not be shining quite so brightly, no
doubt, if this were not an election
year. in 1968, Ferre's New Progres-
sive Party, formed for the election,
took advantage of the spiit in the
ranks of the Popular Democratic Par-
ty, the “Populares” (PDP) who had
ruled the island since 1940, to sneak
into office. p

The two sections of the “Popu-
lares” still outpolled him by a good
deal. This party’s advocacy of state-
hood for Puerto Rico has proved an
embarassment and handicap which he
tries to play down.

In the November election much de-
pends on the labor vote, the largest
single class in Puerto Rico. Therefore
Ferre has opened his bag of tricks
{which may well prove 3 Pandora’s
box) and pulled out a compulsory
pensicn plan for workers in private in-
dustry, an increase from 2 percent 16
4 percent of the mandatory Christ-
mas bonus. But this was just small
change compared to his extravaganza
of “people’s capitalism,” his key
recommendation in his State of the
Commonwealth message to the legis-
lature for stock distribution to work-
ers, The essence of the proposal has

been sum: up quite nicely by
Richard Gillett, director of the Puerto
Rico Industrial Mission, and Jose J.

Villamil, a professor in the University
of Puerto Rico Planning School, They
call the Ferre Fund:

"Little more than a dressing up of
the facade of the body politic, or
worse still, politicking for the work-
ing class vote in an election year.”

NO SOLUTION

With unemployment at a consis-
tent level of over 30 percent, Puerto
Rico needs much more than window
dressing to ease the burden of poverty
and destitution so many of her people
are forced to endure, The cynical
showmanship of Ferre and the Popu-
lares (who have been' conspicuously
quiet on the subject of the Ferre
Fund) will not solve the poverty of
Puerto Rico, where the poorest fifth
of Puerto Rican families receive 3.2
percent of the income while the rich-
est fifth get 47.2 percent.

Like their counterparts in the
United States, the Republican and
Democratic Parties, neither the NPP
nor the Populares will represent the

_ interests of the working class, only the

independent self-organization of labor
can do that.m

Carlos

Feliciano
To Plead
Innocent

As reported in Workers' Power No.
55, Carlos Feliciano, framed Bysrto
Rican nationalist militant, had agreed
to plead guilty on one/count of

¥ “reckless Mrrmg" T}ﬂiﬂ‘]

Was 3 response to a deal offered by
Bronx D.A. Burton Roberts, in
which all bombing and weapons char-
ges would be dropped in both the
Bronx and Manhattan,

Since then, it has become clear
that the deal was an attempt te pull
a doublecross, to put Carlos behind
bars for several more years. On May
3, Carlos will change his plea to inno-
cen't and be ready for trial,

of the economic figures for the first
quarter of 1972, The figures dramati-
cally show that the controls are only

* a disguised attack on the standard of

living of all working people in this

The publicly announced goal of
the controls was to hold wage increases
down to 5.5 percent a year, and price
increases down to 2.5 percent. The
three percent difference was to be
based on wage increases Wlw
1o the average yearly increase in pro-
ductivity.

Even if this were actually accom-
plished, the program would still be dis-
criminatory, merely maintaining the
current inequitable distribution of in-
come in the US. The actual results,
however, are much worse.

In spite of much publicity about
“large"’ wage increases in longshore
and mining, the average wage increase
was actually held below the 8.5 per-
cent rate. As Judge Boldt.vchll'mm
of the Pay Board, proudly proclaimed,
the average increase for all cases invol-
ving 1,000 workers or more was only

4.3 percent! This involved 1,328 cases
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The Bronx D.A. wished to shuffle
Carlos behind bars before the upcom-
ing elections in which he is running
in a district with a heavy Puerto Rican
constituency. The Manhattan D,A. re-
fused to go along with. the deal, and
the Judge in the Bronx made it clear
that political expediency would force
him to mete out a long sentence,

At Feliciano's last court appear-
ance on April 10 in the Bronx, 300
Puerto Rican activists and other radi-
cal supporters picketed th 2 court
house demanding Carlos’ release,

The 42 year old cabinet maker and
father of six .- who, as a young man, ~.

| |
I
Pay Board Chairman George Bolt

e
char- covering more than 6 million workers,
has According to the announced pro-
please gram of controls, this should have
first meant price increases of only 1.3 per-
amati- cent. But prices actually rose at an
only annual rate of 6.2 percent. This is
rd of even higher than in 1971 before the
lis freezel

Thus the result of controls so far

of has been to reduce wages while in-
icreases creasing the rate of inflation, This has
price meant a disguised average pay cut of
The 4.9 percent for all working people.
be While'workers’ real income has
onding been falling, capitalist income has
pro- - been going up. The April 4 American

Banker reported that “Corporate pro-
om- . fits are climbing to a record hing
be dis- ~  high.” They expect profits to rise at
| the least 16 percent for all of 1972,
of in- First quarter returns show that
ilts, this may be too modest. GM and

Ford have already announced record
out profits and dividends for the first quar-
ore ter, as have many other companies.
crease - The American Banker article goes
per- . on to point out that “The Pay
man . Board's wage controls are contribu-
aimed, ting to the profit surge.” Indeed,
rinvol- they are, by taking money from the
(only workers pockets and transferring it to
8 cases the capitalists. This, we are told by

e ST

York, NY 10003.]

was a leader of the pro-independence
Nationalist Party and a participant in
the 1950 independence revolt in
Puerto Rico - was arrested two years
ago. He was initially charged with 41
bombings and being tied to a foreign
government, and held on $175,000
bail. ' .

Twro years of intensive éforts by
the Commiittee to Defénd Carlos
Feliciano, a coalition of the entire
Puerto Rican left in New York, has
ted to the dropping of most of the
charges, the fowering of the bail, and
numerous mass actions of the Puerto
Rican community coupled to a strong
legal defense.

The case is one of gathering gov-
ernment attacks against Puerto Rican
independence supporters and fighters
against the oppression and racism
faced by Puerto Ricans in the US.
The Defense Committee holds that
Carlos Feliciano is innocent of all
charges and will not spend ano-
ther day in jail.

Future activities, including court
packings and a mass rally in the South
Bronx, are planned for May.a

[Funds, support, and information
requests should be sent to the Com-
mittee to Defend Carlos Feliciano,
Box 356, Canal St. Station, New

the government, is all very fair and
equitable.

This all took place while the labor
bureaucrats were on the pay board. It
shows once again that their participa-
tion in the board did not defend their
members, but rather helped keep
their wages down,

The board is continuing to do that
even though Meany and company
have withdrawn. At a recent Senate
hearing, when questioned on his with-
drawal from the board, Meany stated
that there "is no problem. The Pay
Board is continuing 1o function.”
Mearny has no intention of leading a
fight against the Pay Board to defend
the rank and file of labor.

While profits are up and admini-
stration economists are talking about

her boom, ploy re-
mains almost 6 percent nationally,
and much higher in the major cities.

The administration has developed a
bright new theory to explain that, As
reported in the Journal of Commerce
for April 20, “Mr. Stein (chairman of
the Council of Economic Advisors)
suggested that some of this more than
cyclical increase {in unemployment)
might be the mark of an affiuent soci-
ety, one numbering individuals who
can afford to move into the labor
force for periods of time and back out
again,"”

We don’t know what worid Mr.
Stein is living in, but it certainly isn't
this one.

The previous article from the Amer-
fcan Banker gives the real reasons for
unemployment. As sales go up, “com-
panies can. begin to use idle produc-
tion capacity without hiring more
workers, and output per worker
climbs sharply.” Workers in auto un-
derstand this well, with the speedup
and layoffs at Lordstown, and regu-
far 60-hour weeks in many other
plants, Meanwhile, contrary to Mr,
Stein, thousands of people never even
get a chance to move into the labor
force.m :

As the war in Vietnam drags on
and its character as an imperialist war
against the right to self-determination
of the Vi people b
clear, thousands of active duty Gi's
have been voting against the war
with their feet.

Not only have whole companies re-
cently balked at being sent to the
front - thousands have deserted.
Many Black, Puerto Rican, and Chi-
cano Gl's.have become fed up with
army racism and the racist character
of the war. Many GI's are sick of the
brutality of the “action'army.” Work-
ing class youth ave tired of being can-
nonfodder for the US government in
a war they neither wanted nor sup-
ported.

Many of these “self-retired vets”

.- (deserters) now wish to return home

to their families, wives, and friends.
But to an authoritarian army that runs
on discipline and to a government

that must prove that it is “defending
democracy ™ by crushing popular re-
volts against bioody dictators, this
poses a sticky problem, A safe return
underrnines their authority.

A recent example was the case of
John . Herndon. The son of a West
Virginia truck driver, he enlisted at
the age of 18, in 1968 he was woun
ded after spending 156 months in Viet:
nam. Returned to active duty in Ger
many, he deserted when he was told
that he was going 10 be sent back to

On April 7, the Norwood, Ohio
GM plant went out on strike against

+ layoffs and speedup.

Recently the management at the
Norwood plant had changed hands
from the Chevrolet Division to the
General Motors Assembly Division
(GMAD), the hatchet division of the
GM empire. As one striker put it,
GMAD: "feels that no matter what
number of people are working on a
job, it's too many and they begin to
lay them off without cutting down
production speeds. For instance, jobs
that had for years been set up
for fifty people to do, are now to be

Mam. This March, he returned to the
US where, e was held in the Fort Dix
Stockade facing court martial and a
five year/sentence.

The army brass, aware of mass re-
vulsion against the war, have given
him an administrative discharge. But
thousands of other deserters will face
similar court martials and sentences if

who claim to be against war, say they
tavor general amnesty for draft resis-
‘ters, but propose a case-by-case exam-
ination of deserters by the military.

A similar set-up atter World War 11
twrned down amnesty for 90 percent
of the 15,085 who applied.

An organization called Safe Return,
composed of activists from the Win-
ter Soldier Hearings that exposed US
war crimes in Vietnam, has been
formed to defend deserters and resis-
ters who wish to return home.

They are circulating a petition Hat
demands the safe return for all resis-
ters and deserters. restoration of all
civil liberties, no alternative service as
a condition, freedom for all prisoners
jailed because of opposition to the
full veterans benefits.e

{For more information - or to
send funds — write: Safe Return, 156
5th Avenue, No. 1003, New York,
NY 10010.]

done by thirty. "

The main issue of the strike is pro-
duction standards. More than six
hundred grievances over working con-
ditions had accumulated prior to the
strike vote, and.the company had re-
fused even to discuss them, It was
not until the strike vote passed by a .
very large margin that GMAD agreed
to begin talks.

The conditions at Nofwood are
similar to those at the Lordstown,
Ohio GM plant and the Norwood
strikers are continuing the fine exam-
ple set by Lordstown in its fight for
human working conditions.e
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There must be few governments in
Europe -- or anywhere else in the
world ~ that have survived the kind,
and number, of crises which Jack
Lynch’s Dublin governmient has been

~ through.

_Every phase in the steadily deepen-
ing crisis in Northern Ireland has had
# direct or indirect effect in ths South,
To sum, direct rule has not brought
an end to the political and social con-
fiiets in the North; and it is certainly

& no guarantee for the British and Irish
ruling classes against the danger they -
most fear: that the crisis will over-
flow into the 25 Coumm of the
South.

The fates of the two Irish states
have been closely tied since their foun-
dation. Through Partition, British
capitalism was more easily able to
dominate two necessarily weak econ-
omies, In the past ten years, more
particularly, the economies and poli-
tics of North and South have become
more and more enmeshed one with
.the other,

The British ruling class has con-
sciously related to Ireland as a unity,
When it dvplovnd its troops in the

on the streets of Northern
Ireland, it aimed not only to prevent
escalation of the conflict in the North,
but also to prevent any rise in Southern
support for the Catholics.

Jack' Lynch was in trouble not
only with the population in general,
strongly moved by nationalist feeling,
but also with his own party. Some
members of his government were
naive enough o take seriously the
idea that Fianna Fail (Lynch's ruling
party) was still the republican party
{in 1970 two of them faced tiral - -
with two ather men - on charges of
conspiring to smuggle arms to the
North, but were acquitted).

Since 1969 Lynch has had to deai
with problems of this kind at regular
intervals. In order to hold his position
he has to make ritual gestures in the
direction of nationalism and the na-

' tionalist tradition. After Derry’s

Bloody Sunday, for instance, he
called for the abolition of Stormont.
At the same time, he has to be pre-
und to contdn any movement wha:h

il aiml istently

s his -

udlmwn role, and to mpmu
in the South against his regime.

The most obvious political weak-
ness of the IRA relates to the question
of the Southern state. Neither wing
of the IRA has recognized the neces- .
sity of a common struggle North and
South. Both the Officials and the
Provisionals have, at different times,
tried to contain militancy in the South,
which might have been directed against
the government there, in favor of
“unity” against the Protestant Union-
ists and the British troops.

Even while they were only using
the 26 Counties as s training ground
and as.a refuge for their Northern
militants, the IRA represented a con-
siderable threat to the stability of the

- South. On that stability the British’

strategy of a “federal deal” is essen- -
tially founded,
The Southern regime was the cor-
ntmom of British dwqm for a more
Those

Fosfan d 1ot

Mnmmnﬂomd&n its eco-

- nomic and political policies for ten
* year or more. British investment in

the “independent” South are worth
more than investments in the North.
Indeed, the 26 Counties of Southern
Ireland are one of British capitalism’s
most profitable areas of ir

It is the profits reaped from the

South, and the desire to keep in power
a regime which ensures their steady
flow out of the country, that have
determined British policies towards
the North. Those feature of Northern
society which most offend the South-
ern and Catholic middle classes have
o be removed. [f that means putting
up some opposition to their old
friends, the Northern Unionists, the
British ruimg class is pxepared to pay

2 that price

The imposition of direct r
monstrated this clearly | ou;‘w }
olic rmddie class politicians like John
Hume and Gerry Fitt speak as if they
had just taken power, whiie the
Unionists are thrown into disarray, op-
posing the British Tory government,
and competing with each other for
popular support.

LYNCH VS. THE IRA

The developments of the past four.
years have to be seen in the context
of Ireland as a whole. The contradic-
tions and the limitations of the OFffi-
cials and the Provisionals appear most
obviously in refation to the South. At
the same time, the contradictions of
bourgeois politics in the 26 Counties
appear most dramatically in relation to
the IRA.

The furst suggestion of internment
without rna! i the recent period
came from Jack Lynch at the end of
1970. He announced his intention to
use it against republican and left-wing
militants, constructing a supposed as-
sassination plot to justify it. But he
faced such massive opposition on the
streets that he withdrew the plan.

As the use of internment was pro-
posed more and more frequently in
the North, the commentators and the
politicians all agreed that it would be
ligtle use to introduce it in the North
alone, so jong as the republicans had
the sate haven of the South from
which to operate. Lynch would al-
most certainly have been prepared to
use internment in the South if it had
been used in the North against loyal-
ist extremists as well as republicans.
As it happened, Faulkner and'Heath
chose another approach, and Lvnch did
not move.

Throughout 1970 and 1971, ripub
lacm were coming before the courts

the South, mainly to face charges
of illegally possessing firearms or ex-
plosives, In the large majority of ca-
ses, juries were acquitting men for “no
evidence,” when the very obvious evi-
dence of weapaons produced in court :
clearly indicated the opposite. Judges;
too, were “unreliable.” They often ac-
cepted the argument that arms which
people possessed in the South were in-
tended for use in the North as grdunds
for acquitting them,

Pickets and demonstrators appeared

outside courts when republicans faced
charges. Following the introduction
of internment in the North, and.then
following Bloody Sunday in Derry,
support for the republicans increased
in the South. It became more and
more difficult for Lyn
even wh

for ac

At this year's convention of the
government 'pany {Fianna Fail}, Jack
Lynch and his Minister of Justige an-
nounced a “get-tough” line agairist the
republicans. Several activists who had
been acquitted were to be re-tried.

I February, the premises of Sinn
Fein (Official} were raided, and 18
members of the organization arrested.
Lynch invoked the wery repressive Of-
fences Against the State'Act to bring
charges of membership in an illegal or-
ganization agaifst some of them. But
ail were aciitted, including Cathal
Goulding, Chief of Staff of the Offi-
cial IRA.

At the Fianna Fail convention a -

- recongiliation took place, simifar to

marry sudden turns which have marked
bourgeois politics everywhere:

Charles Haughey, former government
ministar, who was one of the four
cna:;ged‘m the “arms conspiracy,” em-
braced Jim Gibbons, the Minister of
Defense i 1969, and accusad at that
time by Hughey and athers of lying in
the courts and in parliament about

" the supposed arms conspiracy.

in spite of the confusion and the
changes of line, there are about 20 re-
publican prisoners being held in South
&fn prisons today. They have been
denied treatment as political prisoners.
Some @F them face long sentences.

LOST OPPORTUNITIES

Around the issue of their imprison-
mtdmmm&’nt'ﬂ& it possible
to i and sl
wmp-umm in the South in a cam-

even greater, and more frequent. Each
new wage of repression in the North,
and each new phase of tighter resis-
tance, has brought forth a response in
the streets of the Southern towns.

After Sunday; and the mas-
sacre of 13 strators in Derry,
literally hui of thousands of peo
ple thraughout the South demonstra-
ted v protest against the massacre,
and against the British presence in -
Ireland. It seemed for 3 moment as if
the opportunities lost on previous oc-
casions might this time be gained.
Never had there been such intensity
of feeling shown in the South about
repression in the Six Counties.

Yet, today, less than ten weeks af-
ter the massacre, solidarity activity

British

On April 27, the British govern-
ment announced the end of the ban
on “traditional matches” in Northern
Ireland. Most such parades are Pro-

testant. Civil rights and other “nnn-

ditional” parades in subjsct to
regulation and banning by British se-
curity authorities.

On the same day, the government
backed down on its crackdown on “il-
legal parades’’ by granting amnesty for
all persons convicted of organizing
such marches in the last four months.
The amnesty applies in particular ta

. Frank McManus and Bernadette
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Devlin, members of Parliament who

*had been sentenced to six-month jail

terms for organizing the February 6
march against the massacre of thirteen
civilians in Derry on Bloody Sunday.

In another ““conciliatory” move,
the British promised to offer “appro-
priate compensation’” to families of
the massacre victims of January 30.
This magnanimous gesture follows the
publication of the Widgery report
whitewash, which cleared British
troops of all responsibility for the
thirteen murders,m

Lord Widgery

s



Edward Heath

' ”~
has ceased. It has taken only a few
. more weeks to die down than, for in-
stance, after the introduction of in-
ternment in the North.

On 5t. Patrick’s Day, the Provis-
ionals held a rally in Navan, Co.
Meath, typical of many such republi-
can rallies heid throughout the coun-
try. About 2,500 people marched
seven miles "in solidarity with the
North.” At the football ground they
heard speeches from leadi yisi
als, and well-known sympathizers.

The calls were for “British Troops
Out,” “Irishmen Unite,” and for guns
and money to support the IRA. Each
mention of guns brought smiles onto
the faces of those present. Each de-
clamation of support for the IRA
bropdn applause.

At the same time, there was a
steady trickle of people leaving the
stadium, Within less than an hour,
the crowd had shrunk to between 200
and 300. Clearly, the emotional iden-
tification with “their struggle up there

- in the North” did not commit anyone.

Only one issue was mentioned
which related directly to the South;
Frank Gogarty, of the N.1.C.R.A.,

two hours off work on the national
day of mourning, and to go to church
sefvices as near to their place of work
as possible,

Thousands of republicans and re-
publican sympathizers marched
against British imperialism. Yet, the
leaders of neither section of the repub-
lican movement had anything to offer
them. The Provisionals kept to their
attitude of not alienating the “85 per-
cent support”™ they claim in the South.
The Officials raised demands only in
relation to the North, and the British
presence there. Neither wing of the
republican movement suggested the
seizure of British property in the
South. .

The workers have returned to their
sites and factories, many of them dis
illusioned. They sensed the potential
of the situation. They saw they had
been let down,

The British and Irish ruling classes
have their internal conflicts and their
difficulties. But the more conscious
elements of them share an idea of an
integrated ong-term strategy for all
ireland. it is clear that 8 movement
without s total strategy for the 32
Counties is incapable of lsading a suc-

called on S ners to vote agai
Irish entry into the. Common Market
at ti ' forthcoming referendum. Not
because of the loss of jobs, and rising
prices which entry would certainly
bring, but only because acceptance of
the Common Market Treaty would be
acceptance of Partition in Ireland.

The people of Navan might not
necessarily have stayed at the meeting
in their hundreds and thousands if the
speakers had connected the Northern
struggle to immediate issues affecting
them, but it is more probable. The op-
portunities missed in Navan are only
the tiniest fraction of the opportuni-
ties missed throughout the 26 Coun-
ties.

FAILURE OF LEADERSHIP

It is difficult to imagine a clearer
example of the failure of political lead-
ership. Lynch’s government was on a
knife-edge after Derry. The Southern
capitalists panicked when they saw
the militant demonstrations at the
British Embassy, and some started
exporting their capital. A concerted
push.and the regime might have been
toppled. Nothing could have more
lastingly wrecked the British ruling
class’s hopes of stabilizing their polit-
ical and economic domination of the
whole of ireland. It would have taken
away the of the proposed
restructuring.

Thousands of trade unionists
marched against British imperialism;
they came off their sites and out of
the factories spontaneously. Mean-
while, the unions issued notices to
their members to take no more than

cessful struggle against the ruling class
and its system.

To develop that kind of strategy it
is necessary 1o understand the class
nature of the system. It is not simply
a question of the republican move-
ment - both sections - having a blind
spot about the South; it is, more fun-
damentally, a question of their lack of
orientation to the class struggle.

Bernadette Devlin

| have dealt only with some of the
repercussions of the Northern crisis,
and of the unsolved national question,
on the South. There are many issues
of immediate working class reievance
around which deep discontent exists
in the South, and around which
workers do mobilize ~ but, because
of the lack of socialist politics in the
working class movement, on limited
perspectives.

Ireland still has a very high level of
strike activity. At the time this article
is being sritten, a wildcat strike of
power workers, which will cripple in-
dustry and the services, has just begun.

There are also 30,000 tenants of local

authorities on strike against & means-
tested rent system, and that strike is
about to spread to Dublin,

the working population.

in May, a refersndum is to be heid
on the question of Irish entry into the
European Economic Community (the
Common Market). A majority of
unions in the Irish Congress of Trade
Unions are opposed to irish entry.
Yet, apart from the small revolutionary
groups, there is no political tendency
advocating more than a YES or a NO
vote in the referendum.  Neither sec-
tion of the republican movement, nor
the hopelessly reformist (and some-

+ times not even that) Labour Party,

proposes anythingbeyond the day of

ent, and
irish situation
t they all point
arly 1s & central absence
tuation: a mass working class

There are rhany militants in }'ﬁe .
. trade unions, and in both Sections of
the republican movement, who recog-
nize that only socialist politics can
provide a way forward. Yet that
recognition has not crystalized in an *
organization.

' SOCIALIST WORKERS

The revolutionary groups are
small, with little influence outside
very politicized circles. They have
not been able to break out of these
circles and develop a mass base.

in producing a monthly paper, com-
mitted to the class struggle, and aim-
ing to link North and South, the So-
cialist Workers Movement, newest of
the revolutionary groups, sims to do
this. Its initial successes show how
great the possibilities are.

The imposition of direct rule in
the North has caused great confusion
North and South. In that situation,
clear political leadership is il if
demoralization is not to follow.

in a variety of ways - some of them
a key to the Irish situation. As long
a8 imperiait its d
front in the Dublin regime, any of the
concessions forced by the resistance
movernent i the North can be undone.

if the Protestant workers are 10 be

with direct rule, is not enough. The
possibility of breaking the hold of
“Ygyaiism™ on Py i
in committing the anth-imperialist :
movement to oppose the Southern re-
gime, and to fight on class issues. To
win that commitment means to de-
velop out of the present struggles a
new, revolutionary isadership. @

fies

. [Brian Trench is 8 member of the
Socialist Workers Mo in ire-
land.}
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Okinawa
Militants
Resist

Reversion

{The following article was pre-
pared by the Anti-Stalinism Study
Group, a San Francisco Bay Area or-
ganization which is in close contact’
with the Revolutionary Communist
League (Kakumaru faction} in Japan.]

Militant struggles have erupted
throughout Okinawa and mainland
Japan in fierce opposition t6 the Oki.
nawa reversion maneuver of the US

Together with the other militant work-
ers and students of Okinawa, rising up
in class anger against the massive fir-
ings of the base workers and other rul-
itlndauoﬂlmivumnpmingm
Oki a jon Ag 1, they
have rallied around the Okinawa Marx-

ist League (OML).

Founded in January 1967, the

- OML, which is struggling in close sol-

idarity with the Japan Revolutionary
C ist League (JRCL), Kaku-

and Japanese imperialists, scheduled
for May 15. in the forefront of these
struggles on Okinawa is the 17,000
ber Zeng (AlI-Oki Mili-
tary Base Workers” Union) which, as
of March 23, indefinitely extended jts
3 already 17-day old strike.

The reversion of administrative
rights over Okinawa into the Kands of
the Japanese imperialists is a major
move to.strengthen the US-Japanese
military alliance as part of the US im-
perialists’ nuclear military strategy for
the Far East.

Until 1945, Okinawa was a Japan-
ese prefecture, inhabited by Japanese
who speak a number of dialects, Dur-
ing the US occupation of Japan fol-
lowing Worid War |1, Okinawa was
built up by the US military into their
main base area in the Far East, becom-
ing the “keystone of the Pacific,”
Article 3 of the San Francisco Peace
Treaty, which came into effect in
1952, gave the US sole sovereignty
over Okinawa,

As an occupied territory, that is, a
special preserve for the US military,
Okinawa has been maintained as a di-
rect forward supply and logistic base

for the war in Southeast Asia. The
military bases which literally honey-
comb the islands house nuclear wea-
pons, poison gases, special forces
training camps, B-52 bombers which
take off directly for bombing raids
over Southeast Asia, etc., etc.

Although governed by s US mili-
tary administration (the Civil Admini-
stration), headed by a High Commis-
sioner appainted by the War Depart-
ment, an essentially powerless “native
government’’ (the Ryukyu Govern-
ment) was also set up on Okinawa by
the US military, in an attempt to
conceal the reality of their direct mil-
itary rule,

“The land for the military bases
was forcibly requisitioned from the
Okinawan farmers, and these dis-
possesed Okinawans had no choice
but to get jobs working at the US mil-
itary bases; it is the base workers to-
day who are the most militant mem-
bers of the Okinawan working class.
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maru (Revolutionary Marxist) faction,
on mainland Japan, has constantly
pointed out the necessity for a prole-
tarian solution to the Okinawa prob-
lemn.

What is the meaning behind the

e i1 [ { which
the Japanese government is vigorously
pr g as the “realization of the
cherished national hopes of the entire
nation"? .

US imperialism has been menaced
by a constantly deepening economic
crisis and military defeats in South-
€ast Asia, and has been forced to recog
nize the bunkruptey of its traditional
China policy. Consequently, basing
itself on the Nixon Doctrine, US im-
perialism has embarked on a policy to
reorganize its Far Eastern nuclear mil-
itary strategy to surround the Stalinist
bloc as part of its imperialist policy of
world domination.

In short, the US ruling class is urg
ing the Japanese bourgeoisie to step
in and play the chief role in the Asian
military and economic strategic sys-
tem, while remaining under the US
“dollar and nuclear umbrella.”

The Ok i k
1o be effected with nuclear weapons
intact, will lay the material ground-
work for a joint strategic system of
both the US and Japanese imperialist
forces; the emphasis will be placed on
developing the military capacities of
the Japanese Self-Defense Forces

(SDF) to be able to increasingly take
aver the burden for the ““defense of
Asia.”

The reversion will in no sense mean
the elimination of the US military
presence on Okinawa - the Japanese
government has already recognized
the right of US forces to unhampered
use of the military bases after rever-
sion. Okinawa will continue to play a
crucial role as a supply base for the
transport of troops from the US main-
‘land to various regions of Asia, as well
as being the “forward base” for the
First and Third Marine Divisions on
Okinawa, among other functions.

The Okinawan people have always
regarded themselves as part of the
Japanese nation, yet in these many

years of US military rule, the Japan-
ese bourgeoisie has only advised them
to submissively obey the US occu-
piers. Meanwhile, the Established
Left — the Social Democratic and
Stalinist parties — lacking any anal-
ysis of the class nature of Japan,

have merely played upon the nation-
alist sentiments of the Okinawan peo-
ple, fostering a simple-minded desire
for reunification.

Thus, the movement of the Estab-
lished Opposition has constantly dis-
torted the anti-base struggles of the
Okinawan pegle into merely bour-
geois-nationalist or anti-American na-
tionalist demands (“give Okinawa back
to the Fatheriand”). However, espec-
ially after November 1969, when the
Sato-Nixon Joint Communidue for
mally stated the intention of both
countries to revert Okiﬂaﬁaﬂ sover-
eignty back to Japan, the “Fatherland
Reversion’ movement was completely
undermined by the “bourgeois solu-
tion" of the Okinawan problem by
the ruling class.

Now, pitifully attempting to some-
how salvage itself from the very brink
of downfali, the Established Opposi-
tion merely contents itself with whim-
pering that “the demands of the pre-
fectural people are not fully reflected
in the Reversion Agreement.” It.is
also taking active measures to sup-
press the struggles of the Zengunro
and other militant workers and stu-

| nts. [See also Workers' Power, no,
‘%d Tsushin, nos. 1,.34.10)
JRCL, Kakumaru faction, and

the OML, have vividly exposed these
anti-proletarian distortions of the
Established Left's “Fatherland Rever-
sion™ t, and have lessly
promoted the revolutionary move-
ment aiming for the liberation of the
Okinawan people 10 be won as one
link in the Japanese proletarian revo-
lution.

Until recent years, the US military
authorities had feverishly attempted
to promote feelings of separatism and
Okinawan nationalism to counterpose
against the Okinawans’ national iden-
tification with Japan, in order to
maintain Okinawa as their own “pre-
serve.” However, in the present per-
iod, when US imperialism is being
forced to revamp its Far Eastern stra-

- tegy in which Okinawa reversion plays

a major role, the reversion of Okinawa
is more and more clearly recognized
by the Japanese and Okinawan people
as a maneuver that will in no way
“liberate” the Okinawan people from
US military domination,

While opposing reversion, the ad-
vanced workers and students in Japan

ing helmuts of the Okinawa Marxist League ~

and Okinawa do nat raise the slogan
of “national independence” for Oki-
nawa or make vague calis for “national
seif-determination.” That is, the
struggle of the Okinawan people can
only be won as part of the interna-
tional proletarian revolution and is
not going to be advanced by merely
farming another bourgeois national
state. <

To limit the Okinawa struggle to
one of only calfing for the right to
form a national bourgeois state wouid
be no more than playing anachronis-
tically into the hands of the US imper-
1alists

The will of the Okinawan working
class and people concerning reversion
was revealed with clarity by the fact
that they went on a General Strike to
oppose the signing of the Reversion
Agreement last year. (The signing
took piace on June 17, 1971.} Fur
ther, there is the possibility of another
general strike being called against the
reversion on May 15 of this year.

Despite the virtual news black-out
in the US concerning the Okinawa
15sue and the struggles erupting there
and in mainland Japan, we here in the
US must not continue to permit, by
Qur criminal silence, this reversion
plot, another major move that will
strengthen the imperialists’ strangling
domination over the international
working class.

We who aim foward the interna-
tional proletarisn revolution and the
overthrow of both the capitalist and
Stalinist forces in the world must reso-
lutely oppose and crush the reversion
maneuver. Further, we must revoly-
tionarily build the anti-reversion
struggle here in the US in firm solidar-
ity with the revolutionary workers
and students in Okinawa and Japan.
To actualize this, the Anti-Stalinism
Study Group (A-SSG) has issued an
appeal to all radical and revolutionary
groups and individuals in the Bay
Area to join-together in building a
Joint anti-reversion struggle.w

{The A-SSG would like to make
known to the readers of Workers®
Power, our menthly newsletter
Tsushin, describing in detail the acti-
vities of the Japanese revolutionary
workers and students in the Revoly-
tionary Marxist movement. Sub-
scriptions are $4/yvear for foreign air
mail subscriptions, L]

To subscribe to Tsyshin or request
a list of other A-SSG publications, ap-
Ply to: Tsushin, P.0. Box 8724, Em-
eryville, Calif. 94608,]
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Many radicals in the US believe
that the Chilean government of
Salvador Allende shows how to build
without futi They
back its claim that it can bring about
a socialist transformation gradu- -
ally, without the need for mass action
against the ruling class and the state
machine that in th.e past has protected
its rule.

But in fact the achievements of
Allende’s government are already be-
ginning to wear thin. .

T

Until the beginning of this year
Allende seerned to be enjoy ing some

success. The Chilean middle class was
prepared to support him in his actions
against the foreign monopolies that
dominated crucial sections of the econ-
omy and against the most leech-like .
sections of the old ruling clique.

The main middle class political par-
ty, the Christian Democrats, although
opposed to any measures putting
power into working class hands, was
quite willing to support the govern-
ment nationalization of foreign firms.

It backed the takeover of thelar-
gest landed estates, and did not op- ~
pose the buying up by the state of
shares in many private companies.

Another middle class party, the.
Radical Party, was actually part of
Allende’s ruling Popular Unity coali-
tion. ;

The army, likewise, was prepared
to go along with these policies. Al-
though its much-vaunted traditions of
“being above politics” have not pre-
vented it from shooting down demon-
strating workers and peasants, it re-
buffed attempts to prevent Allende

. taking power.

The officers, like the middle class
generally, did not object to certain re-
forms -~ providing they were kept
within limits. Allende has rewarded
them for their support by giving them
important positions in the manage-
ment of nationalized industries.

BALANCING ACT

Allende's difficulty has been to
carry out policies satisfactory to the
army and the middle class while keep-
ing happy the workers who voted for
him. :

in his first year in office, he at-
tempted to avoid this problem. He
gave the middle classes the controlling
positions in the newly nationalized
firms, so that they had the samie eco-
nomic position as before, though it
was now exercised in a different way.

He also tried to satisty the de
mands of the workers by letting them
have hefty wage increases and im-
proved welfare services,

But a point was bound 1o arise
when such opposed interests could no
longer be reconciled.

. The middle classes have begun to
fear that reforms might begin to hit
at their privileges, as well as those of
the old ruling clique. The Christian
Democrat Party has moved into firm
opposition to the government, and
has been demanding reassurances that
change will not go any further.

It has joined the party of the old
ruling cligue, the National Party, to
pass laws limiting further nationaliza-
tion, and demands the economy be
put on “a sound basis,”’ -

The Radical Party, though remain-

- ing within the government, has split,
with the majority supporting the
“Left Radical Party,” which, despite
its name, is a right-wing breakaway.

The general economic situation is

Where
Does
Chile
Go

From
Here?

Jose
Martinez

also making the government’s task dif-
ficult. Chile’s main product is copper.
But over the last year the price of cop-
per on the world market has fallen by
a fifth, drastically cutting Chile’s ex-
port earnings.

Members of the ruling class have
been smuggling funds out of the coun-
try wholesale. And people who have
been given wage increases have been
using them to buy more goods, often
from abroad.

The overall result has been to push
up the already high debts Chile owes
to the big foreign banks.

The government finds itself in a
cleft stick. It needs to borrow more
money if it is to keep its promises to
develop the country and to improve
living standards, but it cannot do so
unless it proves to the foreign banks
that it is “responsible.”

. One demand is that it pays consid
erable compensation whenever firms
are nationalized - which pushes up its
debts still further.

For instance, in a recent agreement
with 44 US banks, Allende was foaned
300 million dollars with which to re
pay some previous debts. But interest
has to be paid on this new loan at the,
current international rate,

Somehow the funds to pay this ir
terest have 1o be found. In the end
the Chilean workers still find them-
selves toiling to keep international
capitalists happy, even though they
may work in nationalized concerns.

In such a siguation, there is only
one alternative for the government if
it continues its "‘gradualistic” ap-
proach - to start making massive con-
cessions to the foreign bankers and to
the local middle class. That mear:
holding down wages to increase pro-
fits and so keep the remaining private

capitalists happy and pay off the inter-

national debts.

It also means giving assurances that
the nationalization of industry will go
no further.

And it means strengthening the for-

ces of the state and using them to pre-
vent any opposition against these mea-

sures by rank-and-file socialists or
trade unionists.

This is the direction in which
Allende is moving. In recent months
he has been adamant in his opposition

: to the wage demands of workers.

When the miners demanded 50 per
cent wage increases, for exampie,
Allende argued they could not have
more than 30 percent. This might not
sound so bad, until you realize that
prices in Chite rose 3.6 percent in Jan
uary and another 6.5 percent in Feb
ruary.

The prices of basic necessities were
put up by much greater amounts - su
gar by 37 percent, bread by 33 per
cent, milk by 30 percent, cooking oil
and tea by 20 percent, transport fares
in the city by 60 percent

In the countryside, Allende is try
ing WNnsist that big estates can be bro
ken up only when the government
gives the word, and not before.

The same tendency to compromise
with the middle class against the inter-
ests of the workers and peasants is
shown by Allende's behavior towards
the middie class parties.

When the right wing of the Radical
Party split away in protest at the “ex
tremism’’ of government policy,
Allende hastened to reshape his gov
ernment to make room for the new
party ;

in-other words, the workers are
continually given the impression that
their own activity is not needed to
deal with these crises. ' They need on-
ly to rely on Allende’s parliamentary
abilities and the "impartial” and "hon-
est”’ behavior of middle class politi-
cians and judges.

The officer corps of the army has
been only too happy to help Allende
out. For they know that the more
Allende relies on them, they more
they in turn can determine the limits
of his policies. The price Allende pays
for their support is having to consider
their views and their response when-
ever he makes any decision.

Allende is doing his best to do as
they wish. Although miners are only

overmitted a 30 percent pay rise, the
army has been given rises of 45 per-
cent. Despite continual stress on the
foreign debt, spending on foreign mil-
itary equipment for the army is higher
than ever.

In short, Allende's policy is demor-
alizing the workers and peasants who
elected him, by cutting back on the re-
forms favorable to them, by denying
them any increased control over their
own lives, and by reinforcing the con-
trol of the managers, foremen, and po-
lice who have always bossed them

At the same time, it is preserving
and even strengthening the position
of army officers deeply committed to
upholding the power and the privileges
of the middle classes.

Because Allende has ali along re-
fused to take any action against those
who run the army and the police, he
increasingly depends on them for pro-
tection - and they provide that only
if he continues to make his policies
even more amenabie to the middle
classes.

The overall result is that the gov-
ernment itself drifts dowly, but inex-
orably, to the right. As it does so,
move and more of the gains the work-
ers have made are threatened.

But the real danger is that the dis-
illusionment of Allende’s supporters
may result in confused support from
sections of workers for his right-wing
opponents and further pressures on
him to move 1o the right. The success
of the opposition parties in recent
elections seems to point in this direc-
tion.

Such a trénd voould mean that the
experience of previous attempts in dif-
ferent parts of the world to bring
about socialism peacefully through
parhamentary means would once
more be repeated. The only benefi-
ciaries would be the middie class con
trolters of industry, whether national-
ized or private.

MASS ACTION

The trend can be reversed, but on-

“ by if the Chilesn working class begins

to understand the true situation and
to break with the compromising poli-
tics of Allende and parties which
support him.

There is only way out of the
impasse for Chile's workers and pea
sants, That is resolute action to smash
the forces of reaction in Chile - start-
ing with the army snd the police, both
based upon chains of command that
leave effective physical power in the
hands of the middie class.

Such action cannot be taken
through parliamentary elections. It
can only be the culmination of repeat:
ed mass actions in the factories and
the streets.

Only if this'is done and power ta-
ken by the workers” own direct repre-
sentatives can the other major prob
tems of Chile be solved -- through the
refusal to pay back any so-called debts
to international monopolies and banks,
by really dividing the land so that the
economic power of the old ruling class
is smashed once and for all, and above
all by giving a real lead to the revolu-
tionary movements in neighboring
countries like Peru, Bolivia, and Ar-
gentina.m .

{Reprinted from Socialist Worker,
the weekly newspaper of the British
International Socialists, April 15,
1972.]
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 Balaguer’s Bioody Work
e R S S SRy

Almost 7 years after the US inva-
sion of the small Carribean Dominican
Republic, the US-backed dictator
Balaguer continues to be one of the
most bioody-handed in the western
hemisphere. Since the US interven-
tion to protect its vast corporate hoid-
ings against popular revolt, its hand-
picked “favorite son,” Balaguer, has
had his hands full crushing discon-
tent.

The latest govetnment actions in-
clude an invasion of the University of
Santo Domingo by the police and

leader of the students’ rights move-
ment on the campus.: As a result of
the April 8 invasion, one student,
Sangrario Diaz Santisgo, has died of
bullet wounds.

Students in the Dominican Repub-
lic have been among the most vocal

opponents of the regime and partici-
peted, along with workers, in the
Mass actions against the government

in response to the brutal murder of
four young revolutionaries last Janu-

Massacre In 'Uruguly

Seven members of the Communist

" Party of Uruguay were massacred

April 17 by Uruguayan police and
army troops at the C.P. office in Mon-

April 18, to include transport and
municipal workers and schoolteachers.

- Some factories in Uruguay have been

oceupied by workers in support of
the strike. '

Police attacked the office on the
pretext that Tupamaros guerillas, on
whom the government has declared
“internal war,” were hiding out there,
This claim was later retracted by the

government itself. Neighborhood resi-
dents insisted to newsmen that the
police began shooting from the start
and fired on the building for more than
than an hour.

Press censorship and suppression
of ali liberties has been imposed in
Uruguay in order to carry out the “in-
ternal war against terrorism.” The
campaign is in reality a wave of re-
pression against all left-wing and
workers’ organizations.

seized by the Isrseli Army in the
1967 war. The New York Times of
April 24 reports that “Israeli military

integration with Israel is well ad-
vanced, and controversial prepars-
tions are under way for new Jewish
settiements on the occupied land.”
The “unofficial” Israeli program calls
for settling Israeli Jews in the rich
Gaza farmlands, outside the cities
and the Arab refugee camps.

Two months ago the Israeli army
fenced in about 6,000 acres in. South-
ern Gaza, expelled the 6,000 Bedouin
inhabitants, and destroyed their wells
and homes. The reason given for this
operation was “security.”

Socialists condemn the seizure
and continued occupation by Israel of
Arab lands. At the same time, the
economic integration of the occupied
territories into Israel is setting in mo-
tion forces which may come to threat-
en the existence of the Zionist state,
Tens of thousands of Arabs in the oc-
cupied Gaza and West Bank regions
are becoming workers in the Israeli
economy, although they are denied
all political rights and suffer from dis-
crimination. The creation of an Arab
working class inside Israel, and the re-
sulting class struggles, will undermine
the Zionists’ ability to maintain an ex-
clusively Jewish economy and thus:
weaken the hold of Zionism on Jew-
ish Israeli workers.

international s
report

- David Finkel

Thousands of Sindhi peasants
staged a massive silent protest against
President Zulfikar Ali Bhutto in Sang-
har, Pakistan on March 31. The pea-
sants walked out of a rally Bhutto
was addressing. .

Bhutto immediately cut off his
speech and was whisked away by an
army helicopter, leaving behind an
empty stadium. The demonstration,
according to Reuters News Agency,
“was the most crushing display of pub-
lic opposition to Bhutto since he took
over power in Pakistan last December
following the country’s military de-
feat in the war against India.”

The incident foliows months of
turmoil in Pakistan among virtually
all social layers. In February striking
policemen rioted in Lyallpur, cutting

lephone lines and beating up people
in the streets, Student demonstrators
have been killed in clashes with police
in the Northwest provinces, four pri-
soners were killed in Multan by civil
agmed forces who re-took the prison
where the inmates had seized control
in January, and at least one factory in
Lahore, nationalized by the govern-
2Nt, was taken over by the workers
in protest against the continued pre-
sence of the old management.

Bhutto, sitting on top of the pow
der keg in Pakistan, was attacked on
April 25 by opposition leaders for
maintaining the “state of emergency”
which gives the government wide
powers of arrest with no recourse to
the courts. The pretext for the con-
tinued “state of emergency™ is that a _
state of war still formally exists with
India. The opposition to Bhutto, led
by the National Awami Party, takes
on a rather pathetic character since
the same oppasition only last week
gave Bhutto a unanimous vote of con-
fidence in return for the suspension
of martial law.

© Zulfikar Ali Bhutto

Guerillas in Bangla Desh

The state of Bangla Desh has called
in Indian troops to deal with a flare-up
of rebel activity by Mizo guerillas .
against the Bangla Desh government.
An Indian embassy spokesman in
Dacca said that two battalions were
sent into the Chittagong region, in
southeastern Bangla Desh, to clear

out armed Mizos who had crossed
over from neighboring Indian states
and overrun some police checkpoints
early in March.

Mizos have long been battling for
greater autonomy from India. The
Bangla Desh and Indian governments
have reacted angrily. 10 reports that
Indian troops have never completeiy
withdrawn from Bangla Desh, and are
free to operate independentiy without
seeking permission from local authori-
ties. el

These reports underscore the fact
that the “independent™ Bangla Desh
is in reality a client state of India.
They also indicate that national and
class struggles in India are spilling over
into the territory of Bangla Desh and
undermining the stability of the new

regime,
el IS s
Dock Workers Fight Tories

R

5,000 dock workers in Liverpool,

As in the US, containerization
means that much of the loading and

weaken the organization of those who -
remain. A heavy fine has been im-
posed on the Transport Workers union
in an attempt to force & hait to the
dockers” boycott of container firms.

has called for support from the entire
British labor movement for the Liber-
pool dockers, a inued boy of
Heatons in reprisal for its use of the
Industrial Relations Act, and a con-
tinued of all trade unicns to
register wi the government as re-
quired by Act. »

Halian Impasse

Italian unions have announced sus-
pension of all strikes until after Italy's
general election May 7 and 8. The an-
nouncement was made by the General
Confederation of Labor, controlled by
the C ists; the Confederati
of Labor Syndicates, mainly Roman
Catholic; and the Italian Union of La-
bor, mostly Social Democratic.

The unions’ agreement to subordi-
nate the class struggle to electoral
maneuvering reflects their wéakness
in the face of the deepening social cri-
sis. While the unions have been able
1o cause widespread disruption
through massive strikes, they have put
forward no program to solve the crisis
of economic stagnation under a %
workers’ government.

Given the weakness of the Italian
revolutionary left, the result of the
impasse has been the growth of mid-
dle class anti-strike sentiment and the
strengthening of the right-wing and

neo-fascist groups.m
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International Socialism and the 1.S.

Modern Times is a modern classic.
The art and genius of Charlie Chaplin
improves with age, and Modern
Times is perhaps the finest e
of his great talents.

Modern Times is enjoying a revival
across the country -- as are many of

“Chaplin’s ¢ldssic films." His recent re-

.-,» turn to this country, after a 20-year

exile provoked by anti-Communist

s s mxewiteh huntsiotthe 1950%; has sparked

a renewal of interest in Chaplin’s

works.

5. S
1
TN

Like most of Chaplin’s films,
Modern Times is a one-man show.
Chaplin wrote the script, wrote the
musical score, starred in the lead role,
and directed the entire production.

———-"\The basic themes are pure, vintage
Chaphin. The main character is the
typical “’loser with a heart of gold’”
figure which dominates so many of
his films.

In this case, the hero is a factory
worker with an incredible ability for
getting himself into jams with the law.
Having freaked out on his assembly
line job, and spending some months
in a mental hospital recuperating, he
wanders into the middle of a radical-
demonstration -- innocently holding a
red flag which had fallen off a truck.
This is more than enough proof for
the cops, and he finds himself in the
slammer, accused of being the leader
of the march.

After finally being released -- for
accidentally foiling a jailbreak -- our
hero’s luck takes an upward turn. He
meets up with the film’s other central
character -- ““The Gamine,”’ a ragged
young girl who is every bit the loser
that he is, but considerably shrewder
in coping with things.

After Chaplin’s chivalrous inter-
vention prevents her from being run
in for ripping off some food, the two
set off together to make their way in
the world. The ups and downs of

their life together form the core of
the film.

Chaplin wins a hard-to-get job in
his old factory. Four hours later, the
whole plant goes on strike. The hap-
less Chaplin manages to accidentally
skull a cop with a brick during the

. picketing, and he's back in the joint
as a dangerous commie. »

He later finds a:job as a night-
watchman, and gets robbed on.his
first night -- by some old buddies
from the factory.. They all.get juiced
on the store’s vintage wine collection,
and Charlie’s back on the streets.

His girl then strikes it rich as a
nightclub dancer, and it looks like
they've finally made it. Two days
later, some cops from the juvenile
home show up toarrest her for run-
ning away from home, and everything
goes down the drain-again.

What dominates the whole series
of episodes is Chaplin’s basic humanity
and compassion. On the surface, the
film is simply a farce. But behind
each of the slapstick episodes is a deep
concern for human values.

The scene of Chaplin flipping out
from the terrible pressure of the as-
sembly line, for example, is incred-
ibly funny. Butin ten minutes of
film, Chaplin has said more about the
condition of the industrial worker
than volumes of sociological analyses.
The recent struggles over speedup at
the Lordstown and Norwood GM
plants underline the contemporary
relevance of Modern Times.

This quality, more than anything
else, is what makes Chaplin and his
films so brilliant. He has used the
cinematic medium to articulate the
lives and concerns of millions of ordi-
nary working people.

In the single character of the strug-
gling little tramp, he has mirrored the
aspirations, frustrations, and prob-
lems of an entire society; and there is
no guestion where his sympathies lie.m-
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