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Labor and the War

On June 23, the founding
convention of ‘‘Labor for Peace"’
will convene in St. Louis. This
conference, called by various un-
ion leaders to found a national
organization of unionists to'op-
pose the Vietnam War, will be
attended by hundreds of dele-
gates from different American
trade unions.

The purpose of Labor for Peace
in the words of Emil Mazey,
secretary-treasurer of the United
Auto Workers and an original
sponsor of the conference, is to
“mobilize the rank and file of
the labor movement and its lead-

_ ers in bringing this Vietnam War
toanend.” .
- Indeed, the time is certainly
ripe for such a venture. Nixon's
fatest escalations of the conflict
have placed the war issue back
on the political agenda of the
country. As the war continues
to take lives and eat up tax dol-
lars, more and more rank and
file workers are coming to op-
pose the war's continuation.

Moreover, massive labor parti-
cipation in actions against the
war at this time would fill a cru-
cial weakness in the current anti-
war movement. Almost from its
inception, the movement has been
largely middle class and campus-

[Continued on page 8]
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FREEZE WAR

The spectacle of McGovern's
maneuvering (see page 3) shows
that behind the facade of the
"“McGovern reforms,” the Demo-
cratic Party remains anti-demo-
cratic.

Despite the reforms, blacks
and women remain underrepre-
sented. However, even were this
not so, the nature of the party it-
self is anti-democratic.

McGovern’s rise, through the
mechanism of the seemingly de-
mocratic primary contests, ob-
scures this. The primaries, how-
ever, only partly determine who
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is nominated. They serve as a
barometer to indicate who can
muster the popular support ne-
cessary to take office -~ in this
sense, weeding out a Muskie and
substituting the flashier McGov-
ern, they are valuable to the par-
ty leaders.

However, powers “behind the
scene” still decide who is to be
nominated. This influence de-
termines the continuing pro-capi-
talist nature of the Democratic
Party, regardless of individual re-
formers. This influence is exer-
cised by both the Democratic

center, and directly by business.
The Democratic Party center
- the machine leaders like Mayor
Daley and the organization men
- are not antiquated “bosses;’”
but. shrewd politicians, whose
links to business at the local and
national level are the basis of
their power. By withholding
their support or putting strings
on it, they can tame a reformer,
or hamstring his efforts.
Businessmen largely finance
campaigns -- and since he emer-
ged as a major contender, Mc-
[Continued on page 11]




1.S. East Coast

Socialist
Educational
Weekend

Over 120 socialists and radicals
gathered for a lively and informative
kend educational sp d by
the New York International Socialists
June 3 and 4. The conference took up
some of the major tasks and problems
faced by revolutionary socialists and
labor militants in the 1970's.

Joel Geier, 1.S. National Secretary,
started the Saturday session with a pre-
sentation on the rising international
revolutionary struggle.

In the advanced capitalist West, the
post-war boom has ended. The at-
tempt by the major capitalist powers
to rationalize industry at the expense
of the working class has led to militant
labor revolt,

Geier discussed the revolutionary
implications of this working class up-
surge in the wake of the May-June
1968 general strike in France. The
movements in Italy, Britain and Japan
were among those analyzed.

In all these cases, the lack of a gen-

uine revolutionary working class party,
able to lead the fight for workers’ pow-
er, has hindered the development of
the rebellion. The grip of the tradi-
tional reformist mass workers’ parties,
i.e., the Communist and Social Demo-
cratic Parties, has nevertheless been
weakened. The present task remains
to construct new working class revolu-
tionary parties.

In the Soviet-domi db a
tic collectivist bloc, the declining
growth rate, the contradiction be-
tween totalitarian planning and pro-
duction needs, and subordination of

p to the exp of hea-
vy industry, has resulted in low labor
productivity, shoddy goods, waste,
and inefficiency. -

Geier pointed to the recent growth
of working class independence and
militancy in Czechoslovakia and Po-
land, and the re-emergence of struggle

_by oppressed national minorities in

Russia and Yugoslavia. He indicated
that the Stalinist bureaucratic liberal-

A section of the contingent of the British International Socialists
marching in a recent protest against the Vietnam war in London

izers, like their Western counterparts,
would be unable to rationalize the
economy or find genuine solutions to
the increasing social decay.

In Asia the defeat of US imperial-

“ism in Vietnam and the Nixon-Mao
summit has led to the strengthening of
China as a major status quo power in
Asia.

In Latin America, after the defeat
of peasant-based guerrilla movements
in the 1960's, the focus of struggle has
moved to the urban workers. Despite
the defeat in Bolivia and the possibility
of a right-wing coup against Allende’s
reform regime in Chile, the growth of
workers’ struggles in the Third World
provides possibilities for socialist mil-
itants.

During the afternoon session, llene
Winkler, author of Women Workers:
The Forgotten Third of the Working
Class and a long time women's libera-
tion activist, led the discussion on the
failure of the left in the 1960's.

The Black Liberation movement,
tha anti-war movement, and the wo-
men's movement all attempted to
break with the prevailing liberalism of
the 60's. Their lack of social power
and isolation from the masses of work-
ing people led to the disintegration of
these movements, into the Democratic
Party or ultraleftism. However, the
aspirations of these movements made
an impact in the working class, which
opens up the possibility of winning
their demands. -

Winkler indicated the role of the
1.S. in winning the best militants in
SDS and the radical movement to so-
cialist working class politics.

The highpoint of the conference
came on Sunday morning as Steve
Zeluck, a leader of the United Action
Caucus of the American Federation
of Teachers, delivered an address on
““The Ruling Class Offensive and the
New Working Class Militancy."”

Zeluck described the present crisis
of US capitalism as a crisis in produc-
tivity which became apparent with the
negative balance of trade two years
ago.

The monetary crisis, export of cap-
ital, massive debt, and declining growth
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rate are reflections of this productivity
crisis. The employers' offensive in-
cludes both state measures, such as the
wage freeze, and anti-labor legislation
coupled to shop floor tactics such as
speedup, as in Lordstown and Norwood.

The labor bureaucracy - tied toa
pro-capitalist perspective -- has no pro-
gram to meet this offensive.

In response, a number of national
caucuses have grown up in major indus-
trial unions, including the United
Auto Workers, United Steelworkers,
International Brotherhood of Team-
sters, and United Mine Workers. How-
ever, these groups have been weak in
terms of a consistent strategy to coun-
ter the capitalist class and union bur-
eaucracy.

Zeluck proceeded to outline a stra-
tegy for militant mass action by the
labor movement against the anti-labor
offensive. This strategy included the
restoration of union democracy, the
fight against anti-labor legislation, or-
ganization of the unorganized, the
fight against speedup, inflation, pro-
ductivity clauses, unemployment, and
the Vietnam War. He pointed out the
need for an independent party of la-
bor, to mobilize the ranks of labor
for mass action against the two busi-
nessmen'’s parties and the government.

In the final session, Brian
McKenzie, a leader of a militant cau-
cus in the Communication Workers of
America, spoke on the working class,
socialists, and revolutionary organiza-
tion.

McKenzie addressed himself to the.
tasks of revolutionaries in winning
over to socialist politics an increasing-
ly militant and politically advanced
strata of Black workers and rank and
file oppositionists in the unions.' He
pointed to the role of the |.S. in this
development and the possibility of
creating a revolutionary party rooted
in the working class which can lead
the fight for socialism.

Each session was followed by vigor-
ous discussion. Ten participants ex-
pressed an interest in joining the 1.S.
A fifth of those attending were trade
union members and many came from
as far away as Boston.m
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George McGovern’s |
Road to Power ......

George McGovern is, as we go
to press, the likely winner of the
Democratic Presidential nomina-
tion. There is some chance of
denying him the nomination by
last-minute deals, but most of
the other candidates are resign-
ing themselves to a McGovern
nomination.

McGovern’s likely victory illustrates

the nature of the party system in Amer-"

ica. A wide variety of fugures and
groups in protest movements, from
Coretta King to Jerry Rubin to the
Communist Party, boost McGovern as
the “lesser evil"” At the same time,
McGovern is making a determined ef-
fort to convince business leaders and
the Democratic Party center that he

is the lesser evil from their point of view.

McGovern presents himself as a
“people’s candidates.” This is pure
crap. He is the slickest maneuverer
among the candidates, and the biggest
faker of them all, except for Wallace.

Democratic Bankruptcy

McGovern’s emergence as a major
Democratic contender has to'be set
against the background of the falter-
ing of such figures as Muskie and Hum-
phrey. McGovern’s victories, beginning
in New Hampshire, and Wallace's vic-
tories beginning Florida, transformed
what had previously looked like the
dullest Presi ial race in Y.

The Democrats who had been pre-
viously considered the major conten-
ders, Muskie, Humphrey, Jackson, etc.
- expressed the bankruptcy of the
Democratic Party, its candidates, and
its politics.

Muskie, the early front-runner,
campaigned on the basis of the “cool
Ed Muskie” image developed during
the hot days of 1968. Avoiding issues,
he used as his slogan the plea: “Trust
Muskie.” Unfortunately for him, pro-
longed exposure to the voters revealed
his hopeless dullness. Behind this was
the fact that the dead-center wing of
the Democratic Party which he repre-
sented had absolutely nothing to say.

The other major candidates moved
steadily to the right -- especially after
Wallace's impact began to be felt dur-
ing the Florida campaign. The flaming
liberal, Hubert Humphrey, in Florida
attacked “‘lazy welfare chiselers” (that
is, blacks), and in California attacked
McGovern for “gigantic giveaways.”
At the same time, during the Michigan
campaign, black radio stations beamed
ads featuring Humphrey’s unmistake-
able twang calling for the Democratic
Party to “walk out of the darkness of
Jim-Crow into the sunlight of civil
rights'’ -- followed by the announcer’s
explanation: “That was Hubert
Humphrey - in 1948.""

This was a fit comment on the

whole campaign of the Democratic re-
gulars. The Democratic Party ran on
the record of the past, while its cand)/-
dates made more and more racist ap-
peals. It was a campaign without ho-
nor and without shame.

The failure of the voters to respond
resulted from the fact that the party
had in 1972 no program. |Its politics
had been those of economic manipu-
lation and social legislation to create
the “welfare state.” By 1972, the
words “welfare state” were a joke as
the economy faltered, unemployment
rose, working conditions and wages
lagged, and the cities became sinkholes
of decay.

Three Phases

The Democrats shared responsibil-
ity for the war in Vietnam, which ev-
en in 1972 they would not pledge un-
equivocally to end. they were silent
on the wage contrals -- which their
party had first proposed -- and had no
program for rebuilding the cities. In-
stead, they hoped the voters would re-
spond to a variety of special appeals
-- more social security for the aged,
less welfare to appease the racists, and
the record of 1948 for the blacks.

Only Wallace and McGovern had
the wits to understand that the major-
ity of voters were angry and dissatis-
fied with traditional politics. Whereas

Wallace used this anger to build a pres-

sure campaign to, move the Democrat-
ic Party to the right, McGovern used
it as part of a carefully constructed
strategy to win the Presidency.

Phase 1 -- McGovern the Radical.
In the initial stage, when his campaign
was considered hopeless, McGovern
emphasized the “radical” elements of
his program -- an end to the war, am-
nesty for draft resisters (but not for
deserters who deserve amnesty just as
much), the legalization of abortion,
On this basis, he appealed to former
McCarthy supporters, students, and
dissatisfied liberal Democrats, and
built a campaign organization on the
basis of their support.

Phase 2 - McGovern the Reformer.
Having used this support'to gain his
first impact, McGovern then began go-
ing after the nomination in earnest.

In this phase, that of the major pri-
mary campaigns, McGovern worked
to “broaden his appeal.” He struck
out toward the white blue-collar and
white-collar voters - the heart of Wal-
lace country.

McGovern now made tax reform
his chief issue. He correctly assessed
the existence of a “’tax revolt”” among
the voters he was trying to reach.
McGovern proposed the repeal of tax
breaks given to big business since
1960; forcing the top income-tax brac-

ket to pay at least part of the taxes re-
quired by law; replacement of the wel-
fare system by a system of $1,000
cash grants per person to each Ameri-
can family. (For families making over
$12,000, this would be a net increase
in taxes; for those making less, a net
reduction,)

At the same time, McGovern
showed his compromising nature by
refusing to take a clear stand against
George Wallace - he candidly explained
that he was trying to appeal to the
same voters Wallace appealed to. And
he softened earlier stands; for exam-
ple, campaigning in Nebraska, he ex-
plained that he was not for repealing
all anti-abortion laws; he was for re-
pealing Federal anti-abortion laws
and leaving the matter “‘up to the
states.”

Finally, McGovern steered away
from the harder issues such as the
wage controls, limitations on the right
to strike, etc. All these anti-labor mes-
sures had been proposed by the Demo-
cratic Party of which he was a mem-
ber and whose leaders he was about to
woo, Like any other candidate,
McGovern promised that economic
progress under his administration
would make these messures unneces-
sary. Nixon could have said as much.

Phase 3 -- McGovern the Great
Compromiser. McGovern's campaign
strategy won him strong support a-
mong middie class and blue collar vo-
ters, although in Massachusetts and
Michigan the issue of the war remained
his biggest vote-getter, Having made
the big time, McGovern now set out
to dissolve opposition to his candid:
among Democratic leaders ah? busi-
nessmen, {

McGovern's new approach'can be
seen in his approach to the black vot-
er -- an area in which his Congressional
record is barren. In the earlier phases
of the primary campaigns, Humphrey
had cleaned up the black vote, and
McGovern's staff.had explained that
the Senator was working to “develop
programs”’ to appeal to black voters,
After the California primary, this pro-
mise was junked. |

Instead, according to an interview
with a senior McGovern adviser, the
Senator decided to go for the votes of
"patriotic middle Americans.’’ In Cal-
ifornia, the adviser explained, McGov-
ern “didn’t campaign in the suburbs
enough and he didn’t make a single
stop at a police station’’ to campaign;
worse, the newspapers “were all play-
ing up” McGovern'’s connections with
Mexican-Americans and blacks.

Too bad for Mexican-Americans
and blacks! Before California, McGov-
ern was seeking to demonstrate to par-
ty leaders that he could command the
traditional Democracy votes; this
meant cutting into Humphrey's sup-
port among blacks and other minori-
ties. After California, his campaign
for the ination turned on winning

{[Continued on page 11]
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David Finkel

- Angela Davis Acquitted:

“The
only
fair
trial
would

have
been
no
trial
at
all”’

The acquittal of Angela Davis on
fnme-up rnm'dor kidnapping, and

hed off cele-

" brations throudmut the radical move-
ment and many sections of the black
community. On Sunday, June 4, the
almost all-white, middle-class jury
brought in the verdict of “Not Guilty”
on all charges.

An emotional outburst followed,
in which Davis, weeping with joy, em-
braced her friends, family, and mem-
bers of the jury. This was more than
simply an expression of Davis’ personal
joy and relief at her release and the
prospect of freedom. It mirrored the
sentiments of a broad section of the
population who have come to sympa-
thize or actively identify with the
struggle against the repression of the
Black Liberation and radical move-
ments, :

The liberal and “‘mainstream’’ press,
making the most of the situation, pi-
ously noted that the verdict would "de-
stroy the myth" that Black people,
Communists, and revolutionaries can-
not receive a “‘fair trial under the A-
merican system of justice.” Davis her-
self, however, showed no illusions on
this score. - In a widely quoted state-
ment, she asserted that "the only fair
trial would have been no trial at all.”

The jurors evidently agreed with

_this assessment. One juror, interviewed
on television, stated with complete
confidence and authority that the
state had presented no case at all.

(The only “evidence’’ presented were
letters from Davis to George Jackson,
designed to “prove” that a love affair

existed between them that allegedly
drove her to suicidal lengths to liber-
ate him.) Some of the jurors openly
expressed their happiness at having ex-
posed the government’s dishonesty be-
fore the eyes of the whole world.

After holding Angela Davis without
bail for sixteen months -- more than a
year during which she faced the pro-
spect of never seeing the outside
world again - and spending hundreds
of thousands of dollers to convict her,
the State of California has only added
another failure to the long list of
"conspiracy "' charges which juries all
over the country have laughed out of
court,

Changed Climate

The outcome of the trial illustrates
the change that has occurred in Ameri-
can politics over the last fifteen or
twenty years with the rise of mass pro-
test movements and radical organiza-
tions. In the 1950’s, long prison
terms were served by individuals for
the “crime” of membership in the
Communist Party. Two people -- Ju-
lius and Ethel Rosenberg - were exe-
cuted on fantastic contrived charges
of selling atomic secrets to Russia.
Today, a black woman who is openly
a Communist is not only acquitted,
but has gained widespread public
sympathy in her struggle against the
state.

In another sense, however, the trial
of Angela Davis represents a missed
opportunity for the American radical
movement. The defense of Angela
Davis could have been a rallying point

for important sections of the working
class, especially young and Black work-
ers. In the Black community, in fac-
tories, and in the trade unions the
Davis case could have provided the
basis.lapmqshs\idemonstrations and po-
tentially evernsympathy work stop-
pages. In earlier periods of American
history, such tactics have been essen-
tial tools of defense for prisoners of
class warfare, and from the standpoint
of the radicalization now occurring
inside the working class, the Davis de-
fense campaign could have had a signi-
ficant impact.

The fact that no such campaign oc-
curred, that the defense case remained
under the tight control of the Angela
Davis Defense Committees, is a result
of the politics of the groups which
controlled these Committees -- the
Communist Party (CP) and the Young

Workers Liberation League (YWLL).
The CP/YWLL, although eager to re-’
cruit sympathizers of Angela Davis to
their organization, would never agree
to embarrass “progressive” union of-
ficials willing to sign public petitions
but absolutely unwilling to organize
their ranks to take action.

Even from its own point of view of
recruitment, the CP could have waged
a much more vigorous, dynamic de-
fense effort. Suppose, for example,
that the CP had run Angela Davis as
its candidate for President. (Eugene
Debs, the leader of the socialist move-
ment, ran for President from prison in
1920 and won massive support. El-
dridge Cleaver, who was on parole
and facing the threat of jail, ran as
the Peace and Freedom Party candi-
date in 1968.) Davis would undoubt-
edly have won a large sympathy vote,
and probably thousands of her sup-
porters would have joined the CP.

The CP deliberately threw away
this chance as well, for the reason that
it has no intention of running a seri-
ous campaign against the capitalist par-
ties, just as it had no intention of mo-
bilizing support for Davis against the
pro-capitalist labor leaders. The CP,
as the pro-Russian Stalinist party in
the US, has a strategy of capturing
leftward-moving forces in the working
class and radical movements in order
to keep them chained to the “progres-
sive’” wing of the capitalist political es-
tablishment. Thus the CP is formally
running as its candidates the colorless
hacks Gus Hall and Jarvis Tyner,
while in practice it supports Democrat
George McGovern for the White House.

In the Black community, among
radicals, and throughout the world,
Angela Davis has won widespread sym-
pathy on the basis of her well-deserved
reputation as a militant. -She has stat-
ed her intention to retur?o the strug-
gle to free political prisoners : around
the world. _

It would indeedbe a blow for the
forces of freedom everywhere if she
would carry out such a campaign. We
suggest that Davis use her reputation
and standing to demand freedom both
for Black and other political prisoners
in the US, and for the revolutionary
socialists imprisoned by Poland, Czech-
oslovakia, and other Stalinist regimes.

But'so long as she maintains her
commitment to the reactionary politics
of the Communist Party, that sort of
campaign would be impossible for her.
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Since the self-destruction and
disintegration of Students for a
Democratic Society (SDS), the
New Left of the 1960's has fal-
len into dissaray. At the same
time, the emergence of a new
rank and file movement inside
the American working class has
given new life to the hopes of
building a socialist movement in
this country. After twenty-five
years of counterrevolution and
a deep conservatization of the
working class, the possibility once
again exists of bringing socialist
ideas -- the ideas of revolution
from below and workers’ demo-
cracy -- into the lives and strug-
gles of this class.

Over the last several years, a num-
" ber of attempts have been made to
build new organizations to replace
the wreckage of the New Left, not
simply based on campuses or existing
radical movements but committed to
reaching out to tap the new militancy
of various sections of the working
class. Up to this point, such attempts

not been syccessful. The latest such
attempt is the New American Move-
ment (NAM).

The NAM, which will hold its first
full convention in Minneapolis June
2225, appeared six months ago to be
the most hopeful first step toward a
broad socialist organization. Com-
mitted on paper to a viewpoint which
stressed the democratic character of
socialism and the need for a struggle
of all working people -- female and
male, black and white, blue collar and
white collar -- NAM seemed to have a
good foundation for the elaboration
of a political program and strategy
for building a mass socialist move-
ment.

Strategies

Within this context, a number of
proposals and strategies were discussed
in the NAM newspaper and at its pre-
founding conference in Davenport
last Thanksgiving. Members of the In-
ternational Socialists proposed that
the main focus of activity center
around the growing labor revolt
against the New Economic Policy with
its wage-control programs, the deteri-
oration of working conditions, and
the collaboration of the labor bureau-
cracy with the policies of the state.

IS members stressed three essen-
tial aspects of such activity. The first
was an analysis of the deepening insta-
bility of the economy, which forces
the state to intervene directly against
workers’ demands for improvements.
The second was political program, in-
cluding the need for independent po-
litical organization by the working
class against the capitalist parties as
well as transitional demands to achieve
full employment and halt economic
stagnation, aimed at helping to raise
the consciousness of militants in strug-
gles. The third was nationwide and
local action programs, such as a cam-
paign for equal pay and equal work
for women workers, through which
NAM members (most of whom come
from middle class radical backgrounds)
could develop contacts and work with
rank and file militants. :

Reformism and Stalinism
Or Revolutionary

Socialism:

WHERE DOES
N.A.M. GO
- FROM HERE?

to form broad socialist groupings have

Young workers on the line at GM's Lordstown p!a‘nt“'w leaders like Weinstein and
Greer are uninterested in the growing rank and file revolt inthe shops. Contemptuous
of the working class, they look instead to a new intellectual elite at home, and Stalin-
ist bureaucrats abhroad.

Many leading members of NAM ar-
qued for different strategies, includ-
ing organizing “’people’s councils’’ for
“’people’s control of the economy*’
and related campaigns. The Thanks-
giving NAM conference passed a num-
ber of resolutions committing the or-
ganization to such an orientation.

In the succeeding months, much
of NAM’s initial promise has apparent-
ly gone unfulfilled. Most of the chap-
ters have not been able to implement
the perspectives adopted by the con-
ference, and a number have more or
less disappeared. In and of itself, the
NAM'’s inability to initiate an immed-
iate mass action program is by no
means fatal. It is extremely difficult

for any group, no matter how political-

ly experienced and sophisticated, to

- getambitious organizing programs off

the ground.

What is much more serious is the
fact that a section of the NAM leader-
ship seems committed to a course of
political exclusionism, based on a set
of politics which if adopted would

)

turn the NAM into a social-democratic
sect. Should this happen, NAM would
become only one more obstacle in the
path of building a serious socialist
movement,

This social-democratic conception
is put forward in particular by James
Weinstein and John Judis, who argue
that the IS position represents “domes-
tic economism and moralistic interna-
tionalism” and that such views should
be excluded from NAM. By their
charge of “economism,” Weinstein
and Judis mean that a conception
which sees the struggles of industrial
workers as critical to the development
of a revolutionary socialist movement
represents only a new form of “bour-
geois ideology.” :

Weinstein and Judis, although they
formally affirm the Marxist position
that the working class is capable of
self-emancipation because of its posi- .
tion in the system of production, ar-
gue in fact that the real motor force
of revolution is “‘the challenge to

bourgeois hegemony"’ which supposed-
ly issues from “‘the new working
class" as distinct from industrial'work-
ers.

Behind this ideology stands a thin-
ly veiled pt for the pti
that industrial workers are capable of
democratic control of production and
the state. Their "new working class"
theory is not - despite its claims - a
"broader and more scientific" defini-
tion of the working class, but rather’
the substitution of a potential radical .
intellectual elite for the entire working
class as the agency for socialism.

Greer and the PRG

Another NAM leader, Ed Greer,
has denounced the IS as “anti-interna-
tionalist” for its refusal to extend po-
litical support to the program of the
NLF and the Provisional Revolution-
ary Government in Vietnam and its’
analysis of the bureaucratic class char-
acter of the so-called “socialist" coun-
tries. Greer, and much of the rest of
the NAM leadership, is willing to sub-
scribe to a statement committing
NAM to a demaocratic, libertarian con-
ception of socialism in the United
States but maintain the idea that Stal-
inist dictatorships represent a *transi-
tion to socialism” in other countries.
For opposing this repulsive notion
they condemn the IS as “national
chauvinist”!

The third major attack on the IS
has come from Ed Clark, a former
leader of the Progressive Labor Party
(PLP) who has abandoned PL's Stalin-
ist ideology and adopted a position
which advocates workers’ self-organi-
zation and democracy as the key to
socialist revolution. He shares neither
Weinstein’s contempt for the “old”
working class, nor Greer’s enthusiasm
over the Stalinist states. In these re-
spects he is far superior to them po-
litically. :

Unfortunately, Clark's reaction to
the Stalinism of PL has taken the
form of opposition to any concept of
a revolutionary party as “‘elitist’in
and of itself. From this standpoint
he has come forward with the propo-
sal-of excluding advocates of such a
party, including the IS. Thus, tragical-
ly, he finds himself on thiime side

as the social-democratic and pro-Stal-
inist tendencies in NAM.

{n responding to these critics, the
18 has called for a full discussion of
the political issues raised.. Members
of the IS will present proposals out-
lining an action program for NAM
based on the rank and file revolt, an
anti-imperialist position on the Viet-
nam War supporting the military vic-
tory of the NLF but opposing its re-
actionary politics, and revolutionary
internationalism in opposition to all
forms of exploitation and oppression,
The IS will also oppose the exclusion
from the convention of various polit-
ical tendencies, including the mem-
bers of PL and the Socialist Workers
Party which have been excluded by
name.in advance. i

This convention will indicate
NAM’s viability as a part of the pro-
cess of building a mass socialist move-
ment in the US. There is the possibil-
ity of organizing a section of the frag-
mented radical movement into an ac-
tion-oriented, working class socialist
moement. |f the perspectives of the
current leaders are adopted, however,
this promise will go down the drain,
and only a bureaucratic shell will re-
main.m
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Bottlers Strike ...

Late in May, Joe Diviny, First
Vice President of the Interna-
tional Brotherhood of Teamsters,
ordered Bay Area bottlers of Lo-
cal 896 back to work and formal-,
ly ended the bitter six month
strike in the soft drink industry.
This order came despite the fact
that Local 896 had minutes be-
fore voted 119-118 to reject the
pact arrived at by union officials
and company representatives.

Five other locals with fewer strikers
had voted to accept the pact. The lo-
cals involved had a pre-strike agree-
ment that none of the 1,300 strikers
would go back until all locals were
satisfied, but this agreement was
scrapped by the International hacks.
They also had to scrap the Constitu-
tion of the International in order to
rule that it took a two-thirds vote to
reject the contract.

This behavior on the part of the
officials came as no surprise to most
strikers. They came to recagnize dur-
ing the strike that there were not two
forces in the fight but three: the
companies fighting for their interests,
the ranks fighting for their own inter-
ests and the officials fighting for their
own interests.

Side No. 1, the soft drink industry,
let it be known {..om the start that
there would be a tough fight. Com-
pany spokesmen boasted they would
“break the union,” and then hired the
Food Employers Council (FEC) as
their representative to attempt to do
just that. The FEC, with a well-earned
reputation for union-busting determin-
ation and prowess, planned a complete
strategy and then followed through
on it.

When the contract expired in Au-
gust last year, they successfully stalled
off a strike until December. Then, in
the off-season for Coke and other
soft drinks, they provoked a strike at
first one company, then two, and then
locked out the remaining workers.

Employers’ Offensive

The industry went on the offensive
on several fronts. First they hid be-
hind the Pay Board guidelines of 5.5
percent to justify keeping raises down,
and carried out a public relations cam-
paign about it. Second, they hired
scabs to maintain partial production,
and rent-a-pigs to protect the scabs
and intimidate strikers. Finally, they
made direct appeals to the workers
through frequent letters to break

' down morale and start a back-to-work
movement.

The FEC “‘plan’’ called for a long
strike throughout the winter, so they
used every pretext to break off nego-
tiations. Toward the end they an-
nounced they would not negotiate at

-

all and individual workers would have
to come back on their own.

Side No. 2, the union officials, (re-
ferred to in the media as “the Union’)
began the strike with no plan for win-
ning it. They hoped to strike the
companies one at a time, under the
assumption that the companies would
’compete’” with each other. Unfortu-
nately, the companies understand the
meaning of class solidarity much bet-
ter than the union piecards.

This should have been obvious to
even the dullest bureaucrat after the
companies designated the Food Em-
ployers Council as their representa-
tive, But the bureaucrats had a strong

. _reason to avoid taking notice of the

united employers; they didn’t want
to face up to what that unity |mphed
for strike strategy.

The most obvious response when a

- relatively weak union is confronted

with an industry-wide employers’ of-
fensive is to spread the strike, to mo-

by the Southern California locals but
denied by the International.

So Teamsters in Northern Califor-
nia were confronted by the ludicrous
spectacle of their brothers in Los An-
geles being forced to scab on the Bay
Area strike. And the Los Angeles

Te s were scabbing on
too, because as the strike in the north
was being defeated, they were settling
in Los Angeles for a lousy contract. . .
with the same Food Employers Coun-
cil.

The International also prevented
the strikers from countering FEC pro-
paganda about the Pay Board and the
5.5 percent guidelines. In fact, Team-
ster President Frank Fitzsimmons
passed the word down that if they
publicly demanded more than'5.5 per-

cent then he would withdraw sanction.

So while the officials, led by Bay
Area IBT chief Jack Goldberger -- a

friend of San Francisco Mayor Alioto --

rattled their swords to the press about

= ..

Teamster pickets at Oakland bottling plant

bilize broad working class support to
match the strength of the bosses. In
this case, there were some natural

ways that the strike could have been

-spread, all of which the bureaucrats

carefully avoided at all costs.

First of all, one Northern Califor-
nia bottler is Safeway, the biggest
food retailer in the country. All of.
Safeway's operations in Northern Cal-
ifornia could have been brought to a
halt, especially their big distribution
center which employs over 1,000
Teamsters. This might have forced
Safeway to break ranks with the other
companies and settle. But the Team-
ster tops signed a me-too agreement
with Safeway to avoid a strike there.

Secondly, the Southern California
bottling companies, which supplied
the Bay Area during the strike, were
allowed to continue to operate al-

though the contract there had expired.

In fact, strike sanction was requested

a general strike, they in fact preferred
to see the strike defeated rather than
risk even the slightest mobilization of
labor’s power. And they did that not
because they are corrupt or stupid (al-
though they may well be both), but
because they want to preserve their
position as “'labor statesmen.” They
depend on a cozy relationship with
the employers, the government, and,
in the case of the Teamsters, Nixon.
And they fear unleashing the poten-
tial strength of the ranks (side No, 3)
because they know that if the ranks
are mobilized they may just decide to
take some control of their own union.
Side No. 3, the strikers, were the
invisible side in the strike. They had
no presence in the press, even the
Teamster press. They had no presence
in the negotiations, except in so far as
they could threaten the officials.
Their initial interest in the strike was
to win a wage increase (their wages lag
behind Teamstegs in the freight indus-

try) and ‘job”security, but as the strike
dragged on, their concerns became
more defensive as their jobs and union

. were threatened altogether.

Many of the rank and file strikers
knew what had to be done to win.
Spreading the strike was consistently
talked about on the lines. Moreover,
the question of a general strike, which
the bureaucrats cynically threatened
when they had no intention of follow-
ing through on it, was seized upon by

" the ranks. At the one strike meeting

of all strikers that the officials allowed
during the six month strike, speakers
who called for a general Teamster
strike were given thunderous applause.

Nor was this a far-fetched scheme.
The strikers were scattered in several
locals, locals that include some 30,000
Teamsters, including thousands in the
freight industry. Many of these Team-
sters who watched their brothers los-
ing the bitter strike were ready to
move; sometimes on the picket lines
they would stop to ask when they
would be called out.

What was lacking was organization
and leadership of the rank and file sen-
timent. Although calls for a general
Teamster strike or for spreading the
strike to LA were greeted favorably,
there was no group that could begin
to seriously challenge the bureaucrats
for leadership.

Strike Committees

There were, however, some steps
taken in this direction. Throughout
the long strike, Strike Committees of
stewards and rank and filers organized
public demonstrations of strikers
which gave visibility to the suﬁ; -drink
baycott called by the Teamsters, and
helped maintain the morale azd soli-
darity of the strikers. The strike com-
mittee in one local put out a regular
bulletin that was critical of the Inter-
national, including its participation
on the Pay Board.

When the officials first tried to
sell out the ranks in April with a lousy
settlement, they were soundly rebuffed
and even as most men (except in Lo-
cal 896) reluctantly voted to accept
the final sell-out, they cheered oppo-
sitionists who spoke against it.

This strike may be an indication of
what’s in store for unionists in the
near future. Emboldened by high un-
employment and the government's
anti-labor assault, many corporations
are likely to be taking a tip from "“em-
ployer militants’’ like the Food Em- °
ployers Council. And we can expect
that most bureaucrats will fare about
as badly as the Teamster piecards did
in this case.

The question for socialists and oth-
er militants is whether or not we can
begin to organize a viable alternative
to the present “labor statesmen.’” Ev-
en a few victories for the ranks by
running over the officialdom might
well be so infectious as to give night-
mares to both the corporate class and
the bureaucrats.m
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in brief

Karl Fischer

Norwood speedup

revolt continues
I

‘73 auto contracts :

‘Wages or Fringes?

UAW workers at the General Mot-
ors assembly plant in Norwood, Ohio,
are entering the eleventh week of a
bitter strike over production standards
and working conditions.

The Norwood strike represents the
well-advertised ‘‘second round’’ of a
struggle between young UAW militants
and GM'’s first-string speedup crew,
the General Motors Assembly Divi-
sion (GMAD).

Earlier this year, auto workers at
GM'’s Lordstown Ohio plant struck
for weeks against GMAD’s moves to-
ward higher line speeds and “‘efficien-
cy” layoffs of workers. [See Workers'
Power Nos. 50, 51, 54] .

The basic issue at Norwood is also
speedup. Union officials estimate
that there are over 825 unsettled
grievances at Norwood, all relating to
speedup. In addition, they estimate
that 1,200 workers have been laid off
at Norwood since GMAD took over,

The national contracts between
the United Auto Workers and the Big
Three auto companies will expire a
year from September, and rumors are
already circulating as to the UAW's
priorities in the upcoming negotia-
tions.

The big question is whether the
UAW leadership will modify their
wage demands, given the Federal Pay
Board’s 5.5 percent guideline on new
wage increases.

UAW President Woodcock has said
they will not. “We will demand, and
negotiate, what our members feel
they need in wages and fringe bene-
fits,” he said recently.

“After that, if there is any ques-
tion, we’ll fight it out,” he continued.

Woodcock indicated that the UAW
would not be confined by Phase ||
guidelines.

But others are not so sure.

The April 29 issue of Business
Week -- a magazine put out by and

GMAD's fantasy:
Robot assembly
line, that never
revolts against
speedup

An artist's conception of robots
at work welding auto bodies on
the General Motors’ assembly

line at Norwood, Ohio

while production has been maintained
at previous levels.

So far, neither side has given an
inch in the dispute.

"Management has made minor
manpower concessions," said UAW
Local 674 Shop Committee Chairman
Jim Young, "but nothing even close
to being acceptable.”

"Flint (Michigan) area delegations
from local unions in that area would
be coming to Norwoad on June 18,"
Young added, "as a show of support
in our strike."

Young has been in contact with
brothers at the Lordstown plant, and
indicated that little has changed there
since the recent strike.

"The fires are burning again in
Lordstown," Young said. "Work
standards, grievances, and disciplin-
ary cases are piling up, and there is a
general kick-up all over again, accord’-"
ing to the Lordstown shop chairman.

for businessmen -- carried an article
stating that the UAW, “betting that
economic controls will be around for
a while,” will keep their wage de-
mands in line with the Pay Board
guidelines, and shoot for increased
fringe benefits instead.

““Woodcock’s biggest task now is
to prepare the militant UAW mem-
bership to accept'less of a wage in-
crease in 1973 than it won in'1970,"
the article continued.

In addition to wages, the retire-
ment plan is expected to be a major
issue next year. Rank and file auto
workers for years have pressed for a
’30-and-Out” plan -- retirement after
30 years service, no matter what age.

The UAW won a partial victory on
this question in 1970, and is expected
to push for an ironclad 30-and-Out
plan next year. A UAW local in Pon-
tiac, Michigan, has also called for a
boost in pension payments from $500
a month to $650.

Phase Il a success:
Profits up and up
R T e R O T T O SR

In the 57th issue of Workers' Power,
we reported that profits were up to an
all-time high. Figures published in the
May 13 issue of Business Week con-
firm that claim. Overall, after-tax pro-
fits were 15 percent higher in the first
quarter of 1972 than in the similar per-
iod in 1971. According to Business
{Veek, “US business earned more mon-
ey in the first quarter of 1972 than in
any previous three-month period in its
history.”

Of the 35 different industrial cate-
gories surveyed, only six showed de-
clines in profits, and only one, airlines,
showed a loss. Several industries pro-
fits actually rose much faster. Some
examples: aerospace, up 24 percent;
appliances, up 62 percent; automotive,
up 21 percent; building materials, up
51 percent; radio and TV broadcasting,
up 107 percent; railroads, up 16 per-
cent; textiles and apparel, up 15 per-
cent; and trucking, up 42 percent.

Furthermore, profit margins (pro-
fits as a percent of sales) were up sub-
stantially to 5.9 percent from 5.3 per-
cent in the previous quarter. This may
not sound like much, but for a com-
pany with $10 million in sales, the
.6 percent increase in the margin re-
sults in a $600,000 increase in profits.

These figures show that the Phase 11
controls are doing exactly what they
were designed to do - raise profits. As
for bettering the living standards of
working people, or ending unemploy-
ment, that canriot be achieved by any
tinkering with the Phase |1 machinery.
To make that possible, the first step is
to abolish wage controls altogetflgn

Harsh anti-farmworkers
law passed in Arizona

On June 4, more than 7,000 people
rallied in Phoenix, Arizona, against a
'mwmQ-‘l':bor law described by Uni-
ted Farm'‘Workers Union vice-president
Dolores Huerta as “the most repres-
sive piece of labor legislation ever en-
acted in the farm field or any other
area.”

The new law, signed by the Gover-
nor two hours after passing the State
Legislature, is part of a national offen-
sive against the United Farm Workers
Union. Similar laws, backed by the
Farm Bureau, are pending in 12 addi-
tional states. ]

The law prohibits strikes in the
fields during the harvest season, thus
outlawing the farmworkers most po-
werful strike weapon. The law also
makes it illegal after August 13 to boy-
cott a specific product, such as lettuce.

The law allows only boycotts
against specific labels used by produ-
cers. Since labels can be, and often
are, changed daily, the law makes any
effective boycott illegal.

The law also prohibits picketing

an employer in order to force recog-
nition of the union, if the union is not
already certified as the bargaining
agent of the employees in question.
Since the only way to legally win such
recognition is through an NLRB repre-
sentation election, and since farm em-
ployees are specifically exempted

from coverage by the NLRB, this- ===
would make it next to impossible for
the Farm Workers to organize in Ari-
zona.

The penalties for violation of these
provisions of the law include jail
terms of up to one year, and fines o
up to $5,000. $

Growers’ associations, with good
reason, have stated that they will
press for similar legislation in other
states. Kansas and Idaho have already
enacted similar laws, ;

. The United Farm Workers have
mounted a major effort against this
law which would destroy their organ-
izing efforts in Arizona. Letters

gainst this anti-fa rker law are
needed and should be sent to Gover-
nor Williams, State Capitol, Phoenix,
Arizona.

The march began in the Phoenix
barrio at the Santa Rita Community
Center where union President Cesar
Chavez had begun a 24 day fast. They
marched through downtown Phoenix,
picking up support from community
people, and arrived 7,000 strong at
the Del Webb Convention Center,
(Del Webb is an early land “developer”
in the Southwest, and a strong Gold-
water supporter.) Marchers came
from Texas, New Mexico, Colorado,
California, and Oregon as well as Ari-
zona.

Steel officeworkers
- look for union

Some 600 office kers at the
Great Lakes Steel facilities in Ecorse,
Michigan, have been trying to join a
union for some months. But they
have been unable to find any union
to “organize’” them.

“We're having a hell of a time find-
ing any takers,’’ said one worker.

The office workers are unwilling
to join the United Steelworkers - the
union which represents 9,000 hourly
workers at Great Lakes -- because
that union failed to organize them
five years ago, and because they are
uncertain that their rights would be
respected in the large local.

The workers thought they had an
arrangement to join with the Team-
sters, but at the last moment the
Teamsters pulled out. The Teamsters
have a “no-raiding” agreement with
the Steelworkers.

The group next tried the UAW,
but found the same situation. .

"The Steelworkers told us that if
we didn’t go with them, we wouldn't
have any union at all,” said one of
the group.

The workers have contacted the
American Civil Liberties Union, which
suggested formation of an indepen-
dent union.m
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Labor

[Continued from page 1]

based in nature, and the isolation re-\
sulting from this class character has
severely limited the ability of the of
the anti-war movement to go beyond
mere protest.

Thus, the formation of a working
class anti-war organization, formed
to carry out direct action against the
war, would be a very welcomé and
necessary development at this time.

But the possibilities of Labor for
Peace b ing such an organization
seem slight. The original call, signed
by several trade union officials, made
it clear that the thrust of the confer-
ence was aimed, not at rank and file
workers, but rather at other labor of-
ficials. Indeed, the conference was
originally to be open only to dele-
gates from unions - i.e. other union
officials - and not to rank and file
union members, or to the general pub-
lic.

More important, however, is the
kind of action that the organizers of
the conference project for Labor for
Peace. Basic to the idea of labor mov-
ing against the war is the conception
that labor’s real power is.reflected at
the workplace; and that the only way
to make labor’s opposition to the war
felt with the rulers of this country -
indeed, the only way to give such op-

position any meaning -- is through
withholding the services that labor
perform; through political strikes to
force immediate US withdrawal.

But the union officials who have
called Labor for Peace into being
have no such perspective. Indeed,
they have continually resisted such

activities within their own unions.

Their answer to what action labor
should take against the war is invari-
ably electoral -- to work for and sup-
port the election of a “liberal Demo-
crat” to replace Richard Nixon.

More and more, as this election year
has developed, this has meant George
McGovern.

This strategy -- perpetuating the
subordination of the labor movement
to the anti-labor Democratic Party --
is both bankrupt and reactionary. _

Various working class newspapers
including We the People, from Madi-
son and Peopie's Voice from Chicago,
and left groups including the /nterna-
tional Socialists, are calling for rank
and file workers to attend the upcom-
ing Labor for Peace Conference in St.
Louis, Missouri and form a Rank and
File Caucus there on June 23-24.

The Conference has been called
by high ranking officials of such un-
ions as UAW, Teamsters, Meatcutters,
UE, Longshoremen, AFSCME, and
District 65. The conference organ-
izers have not only made little effort
‘to encourage participation by rank
and file workers, they have actually
set up barriers, including a stiff $15
registration fee. Butany union mem-
ber officially sanctioned by their lo-
cal can attend as a delegate; others
will be admitted as observers.

[Registration materials can be ob-
tained from Labor for Peace, 300 So.
Grand Blvd., St. Louis, Missouri].

Feeling that the conference will
probably bgused by union bureau-
crats just to state an anti-war position
or organize demonstrations acceptable
to Democratic Party candidates, left
workers groups are forming a caucus

McGovern'’s opposition to the war
dates only from the time that a signif-
icant section of the ruling class decid-

ed that the war could not be won
and was costing US capitalism too
much (both at home and elsewhere
in the world). McGovern is not op-
posed to US imperialism in general --
much less to the capitalist system
that produces it -- only to its fiasco
in Vietnam.

McGovern, like the Democratic
Party as a whole, is pleged to defend

o AR A i
* "'$héBasic, capitalist status quo ini this

which will emphasize.direct action
by rank and film The caucus
wants the immediate organization

of local meetings, with full democrat-
ic participation by the rank and file,
which will begin to mobilize for a
one day work stoppage against both
the war and the wage freeze.

The caucus will also call on the
conference to denounce the war, not
as a mistake which liberal politicians
can correct, but as the inevitable con-
sequence of the expansion of the US
corporate empire in search of profits °
(the same corporate interests respon-
sible for the economic crisis in the
us). :

Founders of the caucus will urge
it to call for a denunciation of both
the.Democratic and Republican Par-
ties as the political representatives of
big business, both of which bear re-
sponsibility for the war and the wage
freeze.

[For further information, contact
We the People, Box 252, Madison,
Widconsin 5370/ (phone (608) 251-
2821), or Workers’ Power (phone
(313) 869-3137). Anyone arriving in
St. Louis who is interested in the cau-
cus can get in touch by calling (314)
371-1872.]

I
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country and to advance its interests
around the world. He merely sees
himself as a more sophisticated sup-
porter of the system than Nixon. If
he ends the war in Vietnam, it will
only be to set the stage for another
imperialist adventure somewhere else,

In addition, the record of liberals
like McGovern on economic issues --
issues so central to labor’s interests -
leaves little room for doubt.that their
fundamental priorities are the inter-
ests of business. The authority for
the current wage controls being
pressed against unions so vigorously
was given to President Nixon last
year by a Congress controlled in both
houses by Democrats.

But despite these facts, the found-
ers of Labor for Peace intend to press
such a self-defeating strategy on their
newly created organization, and on as
much of the labor movement as they
can.

Split at the Top

In fact, their real motivation for
calling Labor for Peace into being is
to further their own interests in an
increasingly visible s‘plit within the
ranks of the American trade union
bureaucracy. This emerging split
lines up AFL-CIO President George
Meany, with several other officials
from AFL-CIO industrial and build-
ing trades unions, on the one side,
and Leonard Woodcock and Emil

* Mazey of the UAW, along with diissi-

dent AFL-CIO officials drawn largely
from service industry unions, on the
other side.

The developing split involves var-
ied questions of trade union practice;
but at present, it turns on the ques-
tion of which capitalist politician to
support in the upcoming presidential
elections. Meany and Co. are com-
mitted to an old-line “liberal,”” Hu-
bert Humphrey. The UAW and others
are moving more and more toward
McGovern.

Thus, it comes as no surprise that
so many of the Labor for Peace foun-
ders -- Woodcock and Mazey of the
UAW, Cesar Chavez and Dolores
Huerta of the Farmworkers Union,
Patrick Gorman and Clifton Cal well
of the Meatcutters, David Livifigston
of the Distributive Workers - areof-
ficial or unofficial supporters of
McGovern. :

Nor is it surprising that after Harold
Gibbons, a Teamsters Vice-President,
endorsed the Labor for Peace call,
Teamsters President Frank Fitzsim-
mons publically disassochted him-
self from Gibbons’ actions (Fitzsim-
mons has been leaning toward sup-
port of Nixon). ;

And so the Labor for Peace con-
ference has been designed by its
founders, not to project real union
actions against the war, but to mar-
shal support for a Democratic Party

. electoral campaign.

What must be done, if Labor for
Peace is to escape the limitations im-
posed by its organizers, is twofold.
First, the pro-Democratic Party elec-
toral orientation of the leadership
must be defeated, in favor of build-
ing an independent political party of
the labor movement that can truly
represent America's working people.

Second, a perspective for direct ac-
tion against the war must be adopted
by the conference. Only through such
actions can labor’s voice be heard;
only through such actions can this
war finally be ended.m
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HOSPITAL
WORKERS
PREPARE
FOR STRIKE

Over twenty thousand workers
from thirty-three private (or “volun-
tary"’) and ten city-run hospitals in
New York City walked out of work
on June 13 and rallied near City
Hall. The walkout, carried out in de-
fiance of an injunction and a massive
slander campaign against the workers
by the media and the hospital admin-
istration, brought home the workers”
determination to strike July 1 if their
contract demapds are not met.

The demonstrators were members
of Local 1199 Drug and Hospital Un-
ion, which represents workers in a
number of New York private hospi-
tals. The union does not include doc-
tors, registered nurses, and many of

the secretaries (who are mostly pro-
union).

The League of Voluntary Hospi-
tals, a body representing the employ-
ing hospitals, has brought contract
negotiations to a standstill by refus-
ing to meet with 1199 and the New

. York State mediators on any but its

own (unacceptable) terms. It has
countered the union demand for a
raise of 15 percent or $25 a week,
whichever is higher, and a one year
contract, with an offer of a $6'a week
raise for the life of a three year con-
tract!

The League is also calling for bind-
ing arbitration. 1199 officials reject
the imposition of a settlement on

-, WRFKers, though they aecept-mediation. -« - .

Meanwhile, the League and the
press are attempting to turn public
sentiment against the workers. 1199,
in planning to strike, has been accused
of intending to murder patients for
monetdry gain.

But New York City hospitals are
already notoriously unsafe, and whose
faultis that? The administrators:: for
the past three or four years they have
been constantly reducing the staff of
the hospitals through a regular policy
of attrition (it is unusual for a job

that has been vacated to be filled).

This necessarily results in worsen-
ing conditions for patients, as well as
for workers. It is the administrators
who have shown that they care more
for money than for the service they
are supposed to provide.

The hospital managements also
threaten to raise their already astro-
nomical rates to cover any wage in-
crease. But unionized labor is not
the only cost involved in hospital bud-
gets. Hospitals also maintain profes-
sional employees and a vast network
of superfluous supervisory personnel
(the outlay for supervisory salaries is
disproportionately high as compared
to other industries). Let the hospitals
open their books and prove that wage
gains for the employees will force in-
creases in hospital rates.

Beyond this is the whole question
of financing medical care. Whether
public or "private,", a hospital is by
nature a public service, and should
in fact be maintained by government
funds. In no case, as the union should
recognize and publicly proclaim,

should a pay increase-be pessed-on to-+ -
the patient, who faces the same rising
cost of living as do the hospital em-
ployees.

Other problems besides slander
face the workers. One is a problem
of jurisdiction which will come to a
head on July 1, the date of the pro-
jected strike. The four thousand
1199 members working in city hospi-
tals are there under "“affiliation con-
tracts”” and are actually on the pay-
rolls of private hospitals.

This arrangement, which aims at
improving health care in city hospitals,
was worked out about 10 years ago.
Now the city is planning to roll back
half of the 1199 employees in city
hospitals to the city payroll.

The problem involved is that city
workers are in District Council 37 of
AFSCME. Their wages and benefits
are lower than those of the 1199
members. - The roll-back would mean
a loss of $30-$35 a week pay, fewer
benefits, and a complete loss of sen-
iority for the 1199 members.. 1199
has appealed to DC37 to act with it
but the issue has not been sufficiently
dealt with as a real problem for DC37
members as well; that is, their need
for equal pay and benefits with 1199,

As a result of the walkout Tues-
day, workers in several hospitals have
been suspended. 250 workers at New
York University Medical Center
walked off the job Wednesday in pro-
test over 3 suspensions there. Arrests
were made, but 1199 officials ordered
them back to work. 37 members
were also arrested in a sit-in protest-
ing suspensions at a Bronx nursing
home.m

Mass picket at Farah plant in El Paso

[

Thousands of employees at the
Farah Manufacturing Co. are involved
in a month-long strike in Texas and
New Mexico. Farah employs about
10,000 workers in eight plants in San
Antonio, Victoria, and El Paso, Texas,
and Las Cruces and Albuquerque, New
Mexico. The center of the strike is El
Paso where four plants employ 7,000
people.

following the firing of eight women
workers active in a union organizing
drive, The strike spread to El Paso on
May 6, where 2,000 workers walked
out the first week. Today almost
5,000 workers are on strlke against
Farah,

Farah produces men’s and women’s
slacks and employs a majority of wo-
men workers, most Chicanas. Farah
claims that it does not discriminate be-
cause “Ninety-four percent of Farah's
employees are of Mexican-American
origin.”

The warkers are represénted by the
Amalgamated Clathing Workers Union
which has been organizing Farah work-
ers for several years. Farah refuses to
negotiate with the union, claiming on-
ly 1,500 hundred workers are on
strike and that the union doesn’t have
enough support to even call for a union
recognition election.

The Amalgamated Clothing Work-
ers Union won a recognition election
in the Farah cutting department in El
Paso a year ago, but Farah refused to
negotiate, Farah has already been
found guilty of unfair labor practices
by the National Labor Relations
Board.

Twenty-nine workers in the El Paso

The strike n May 3 in San An-
tonio, when workers began walking out

cutting department were fired a year-
and-a-half ago by Farah for union ac-
tivities. The NLRB has ordered 19 of
the fired workers reinstated with back
pay. The cases of the other workers
are still pending.

Happy Workers?

In Albuquerque, Farah put out a
full page newspaper ad, signed by the
*"Happy Farah Employees, ** listing
the supposed benefits granted Farah
employees in Albuguerque. However,
no Albuquerque employees evel
ceived these benefits. Employees
must work five years before getting
sick leave, six years before gettl ng
medical benefits.

Arrests of strikers on the picket
line have been widespread. Farah has
obtained a court injunction limiting
picketing to no more than 2 people at
one spot and 50 feet between pickets.

The union is demanding that Farah
racognize the workers’ right to organ-
ize, that Farah recognize the Amalga-
mated as the representative of the
workers and enter into negotiations.
They have begun a nationwide boy-
cott of Farah slacks.m

[Support is needed to help build
the boycott of Farah and force the
company to recognize the right of the
workers to organize, Letters can be
sent to the Farah Manufacturing Com-
pany, El Paso, Texas, protesting
Farah's unfair labor practices and en-
dorsing the boycott. Letters of sup-
port, boycott news, and financial con-
tributions can be sent to the Farah
Strike Support Committee, c/o Chi-
cano Studies, University of New Mex-
ico, Albuquerque, New Mexico.]

e T
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Committee for a Workers’

Government Joins LS.

The International Socialists are
pmud' to fe into bership
the comrades of the Committee for a
Workers Government. These comrades
were formally members of the Com-
munist Tendency, an opposition ex-
pelled from the Socmhst Workers Par-
ty for the sole "crime’ of their tdeas.

Their opposition was to the SWP's
abandonment of a revolutionary work-
Ing class program as it accomodates it-
self to the reformist and middle class
politics of the "youth radicalization"’
and to its liberal and union bureau-
cracy allies in the anti-war movement.
Another larger opposition in ths SWP,
the Proletarian Orl jon Te

-~

In the last few years, under the
pressure of the rising crisis of this soci-
ety, the whole panoply of petty-bour-
geois radicalism has crumbled. The
middle class withdrew from the field,
unable to shoulder the burdens of the
struggle against the capitalist class.

The protagonists of this social sys-
tem have been brought increasingly
face-to-face, The proletariat stands
alone, the only class capable, through
its role in the process of production,
of uproating the old order and of re-
placing it with a higher form of social
organization.
~ Al the “Trotskyist” organizations
are now confronted with an unavoid-
able reality. They must integrate

abjecmd only to the SPW s lack of i tn-
and abandoning of union
and factory work, but it agmed polit-
ically with the s majority on its
mformlst program for the unti-war
's. and student
and excluded the Communist Tandan
cy from its ranks because of the /at-
ter's consistent defense of what prole-
lamrian pol:ﬂm as opposed to a mere
"orientation"" means - reformist pali-
tics inside the working class are no
more socialist than are reformist poli-
tics in the middle class movements.

_ The SWP forbid both tendencies
to carry on their politics after the
SWP convention. The Proletarian Or-
lentation gave in,; the Communist Ten-
dency refused and was expelled.

The Communist Tendency quickly

made its way through the sectarian
wilderness where groups talk a lot a-
bout the working class, but keep their
opportunist tendencies in check by
drawing a sharp line between them-
selves and the potentially corrupting
real world. It was repuised by the sec-
tarianism, lack of democracy, and lack
of any real involvement in the life
and-struggles of the working class of
most wppossdly Trotskyist groups.
The C.T, s point of view on the rela-
tionship of revolutionaries to the ac-
tual ongoing class struggle brought it
closer to the International Socialists
and eventually to the decision to join
our ranks.

Although they are a small group,
we believe their joining is an impor-
tant milestone in the process of re-
grouping the fragmented forces of
revolutionary working class socialism,

‘While other groups are splitting under
the impact of the economic crisis and-
the emerging working class revival,
the IS through its involvement in the
rank and file movement is becoming a
force for regrouping other working
class revolutionaries and helping to
lay the basis for a revolutionary party.

The fundamental contradictions of
a decaying capitalism, which have at
last broken through the facade of a
generation of prosperity, pose in the
most acute way the problem of find-
ing as Trotsky put it, “a road to the
workers.”

Ives into the class and arm the
class programmatically for the battles
to came, or they must inevitably per-
ish. In response to this situation or-
ganizations such as the Workers League
or the Spartacist League have begun a

* definite shift to the right, in accordance

with their petty-bourgeois composition
and perspectives.

One national leader of the Sparta-
cist League ridiculed as “‘workerism"

the idea that “work in the class has

i ." Having hed a certain
uzn frurn the leavings of Progressive
Labor, the SL and its RCY represent
the most ludicrous example of senile
Oehlerism, minus Oehler the mass- .
worker [a leader of a small ultra-left
Trotskyist group in the ‘30's], seen in
our time.

They combine the most sectarian
rationalizations for not doing workers’
work with a touching sensitivity to
the whinings of the studentry. Any-
one under the illusion that these
groups have anything remotely resem-
bling a proletarian orientation is in
for a tremendous shock, like that of
the amateur handyman who decides
to test a lamp by sticking his finger in
the socket.

. The Workers League neatly comple-
ments the SL-RCY. It leaps from one
get-rick-quick scheme to another,
from toadying to the SWP to cheap
shots at Lora [a Bolivian Trotskyist
leader]. It too, without ceasing to
constantly talk about the workers, is
increasingly losing proletarian mili-

tants and contact with the class in its
rightward drift.

Despite the seriousness and dedica-
tion of many of its members, it exists

.in a symbiotic relationship with the

SL, constantly fighting over the rem- -

. nants of the radicalism of the last de-

cade. Obijectively, these groups, to-
gether with Vanguard Newsletter,
which, with skillfull eclecticism, com-
bines the worst features of both, and

the various crank *’Labor Committees,”

represent only obstacles to the growth
of Trotskyism.
One group, the International So-

cialists, has developed in exactly the

pposite directi is the work-
ing class. It has attempted to trans-
form itself from a student group into
a group rooted in the proletariat.
This transformation has not been
completed. There is no way that it
could be under the present circum-
stances. Nonetheless, the fact that it
has been begun marks the IS as dis-

inctive, as a group ing left when

all the others are heading right.
This leftward movement has had a
beneficial effect on its program as

~

well. This development has likewise
not been completed. We have differ-
ences of considerable scope with the
IS, the most obvious being on the
“Russian Question.” There is no way
that the program of Trotskyism can
be made to come alive except through
continuous interaction with the class
whose needs it expresses. This is why
the IS can grow and the “pure’’ groups
can only retrogress.

We of the Committee for a Workers
Government, formerly the Communist
Tendency, have decided to join the In-
ternational Socialists. We see the IS as
the anly group seriously trying to im-
plement a pmlemnan orientation, a
question which is fund | for us.
In addition, its full and extensive de-
mocracy combined with its area of
activity provide us with an opportun-
ity to test our program for the class
against the development of the class
in reality and to win people to our
views as they prove themselves in prac-
tice. No real Marxist can ask for more
at this time.

A sect can be “historically justifi-

able” in Marx’ view as long as it func-
tions to develop and educate a cadre
prior to the emergence of the question
of power. The reactionary aspect of

a sectarian existence is that instead of
defining itself by what it has in com-
mon with the movement of the class,
as the communists should, such a

_group finds its reason for existence in

a “point of honor,”’ what distin-
guishes it from the class which it seeks
to lead. In the course of history the
reactionary aspect has been far more
dominant than the progressive and
necessary side.

Any Trotskyist who wants to ne-
gate the sect in a progressive way, in
the movement of the class as a whole,
has at present one alternative - to
join the IS. Any other course will
lead, in our opinion, to a sterile in-
grown sectarianism, or complete de-

lization and a q lapse
into opportunism or an apolitical ex-
istence. 1

Our tendency arose from the wreck-
age, politically speaking, of the Social-
ist Workers Party. At its last conven-
tion we were the sole class-struggle
principled left opposition.

The larger opposition, the Proletar-
ian Orientation Tendency, a disparate
grouping at best, contained anti-lead-
ership elements ranging from confused .
revolutionists to rebuffed office-seek-
ers. We warned that a large section
would, when the tendency collapsed,
“return to the bosom of the leader-
ship.”

The revolutionists who participated
in that tendency and other sincere
Trotskyists in that disgrace to the
name of Trotskyism, the SWP-YSA,
which now stands only a hair's-bredth
from open reformism, are faced with
acrisis. Self-deluding passivity will
lead only to defeat. Suicidal leaps in-
to the arms of Wohlforth or Robert-
son will lead only to defeat. All these
courses wiil end in the rejection of
the healthy impulse that motivated
the desire tobe a socuhst in the first
place.

It seems to us that if our tendency,
a tendency condemned as super-orth-
odox by the revisionist can accept and
be accepted by the IS, then the re-
maining revolutionists inside the SWP
have some hard facts to consider be-
fore they rule out the IS.

We are all faced, as Trotskyists,
with the necessity of making real the
whole methodology and strategy of
the Transitional Program. This means
breaking from the old reactionary or-
ganizations and leaving them to rot.

It means turning our face to the work-
ers for the first time in twenty-five
years. It means testing our various
positions against reality in the class
struggle. We feel that anyone who
agrees with us on these points really
belongs in no other organization, be-
cause of its performance and that of
the other groups, than the Interna-
tional Socialists.m

e
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Editorial

[Continued from page 1]

Govern has been getting checks in four
and five figures— but their influence is
not only through their checkbooks.
Every reformist pol gtician seeks a
friendly relationship with the leaders
of business; this gives business a veto
power— not necessarily on small ques-
tions or where there is a conflict among
mong busienssmen themselves, but on
the overall direction of policy.

The anti-democratic nature of the
Democrats throws into sharp relief
the labor bureaucracy's support of this
party. The argument has been that
Democrats are "friends of albor"' -
but this friendship has never been very
real. It has no reality at all in this per-
iod, when the stagnation of the capi-
talist economy as a whole means that
business requires an attack on the wa-

- ges and working conditions of organ-
ized and unorganized labor ~ which in
turn requires attempts to chip away at
the rights of umans.

It is the labor bureaucracy s comfor-
table illusion, not that the people in-
fluence the Democratic Party, but
that they, the bureaucrats, do. But
the idea that contributing dollars to
Democratic coffers, and votes to the
machines, can equal the influence of
the capitalist class, is only a pathetic
illusion.

The labor support for the Demo-
crats only builds support for dema-
gogues like Wallace, who has been in
the position of being the only candi-
date to voice -- on a right wing basis -
the feeling of “little people” that they
are unrepresented in American poli-
tics.

t for the D ic Party,
in the form of McGovern, is support

for a party committed to capitalism
and a candidate already thoroughly
housetrained by business and the gray
center of the party. A real progressive
program, in this period, would require
a refusal to back any Democratic can-
didate, and the forming of an indepen-
dent working class party, which could
fight for the interests of workers and
oppressed without a prior commit-
ment to the interests of capitalism.
The fight for such a party -- not
the debate between salvation in the
form of McGovern, Humphrey, or
Nixon -- should be the first priority of

#"every politically conscious person.m

On June 16, Jerry Rubin announced
that the demonstrations which his
group, the “Youth International Par
ty,” had pl. d for the D
convention, were being cancelled.
Rubin explained that there were “pro-
gressive farces” within the Democratic
Party, whom the demonstrations might
embarrass, and that the YIP would con-
centrate its efforts on the GOP conven-
tion in August.

This put a partial period to one of
the rottenest episodes in the history
of the American radical movement.

Last fall, Rubin and other public
spokesmen of the “new left” announced
plans for demonstrations at the GOP
convention (then planned for San Di-
ego) to “‘evict Nixon.” Billed as a pro-
test against the war and repression, this
was a thinly-disguised pro-Democratic
scheme.

In turn, the strategv of electing a
Democrat had been urged by North
Vietnamese leaders in conference
with these movement spokesmen; in
doing so, the North Vietnamese fol-
lowed their fundamental politics,
which are not those of revolutionary
international opposition to capitalism,
but those of maneuvering for a quid-
pro-quo.

When the GOP convention shifted
to Miami, plans were made for demon-

strations at both conventions. How-
ever, their character was not changed.
Rubin revealed his hand by endorsing
McGovern; others in the planning
groups did not do so openly, but ar-
gued that “if we were going to Dump
Nixon, youth better have some voice
in who "2placed him."”

The Communist Party, too, though
not involved in the plans for demon-
strations, has cynically supported the
McGovern forces in an under-the-table
fashion even while running its own
Party candidates. It has spearheaded
the “defeat Nixon" rhetoric which
translates into “elect the Democrats,”
and its West Coast newspaper, People’s
World, gave thinly veiled support to
McGovern as against Humphrey in
the California primary.

As of this writing, demonstrations
may still take place at the Democratic
convention, under the sponsorship of
these other groups; demonstrations at

the Republican convention appear a
certainty. The possibilities of violence
by police and by provocateurs are om-
inous, but not the most ominous as-
pect of these plans.

Both sets of demonstrations are po-
litically rotten and should not be sup-
ported. They are not demonstrations
against the policies of oppression and
exploitation represented by both par-
ties and all candidates. Rather, they
are demonstrations for one of the can-
didates - McGovern. Bmaf this,
they do not correct anyone s illusions
about this political system, butldn-
force them.

In a period when aboveall ,thl -
sions of millions of workers and op-
pressed people about the Democratic
Party need to be challenged, the spec- '
tacle of “revolutionaries” wearinga
Mao badge on one lapel and a McGov-
ern button on the other is sorry.in-
deed.m

McGovern

[Continued from page 3]

over the leaders; if this could be done,
then as Democratic nominee, he
would have blacks and Mexican-Amer-
ican in his pocket. So -- off to the su-
burbs. Nothing better illustrates
McGovern's slick opportunism.

McGovern’s major effort, since
Michigan and even more since Califor-
nia, has been his campaign for the sup-
port of business and of Democratic
Party regulars. In an ad in the Wall
Street Journal in late May, and in'an
interview in Business Week of May 27,
McGovern tried to reassure business
about his intentions.

He carefully pointed up the limita-
tions of his reform proposals. For ex-
ample, his attack on tax breaks for
business would “not mean moving
back to the old 52 percent corporate

tax rate. | would leave that at 48 per-
cent.” In a “‘background” interview,
one of McGovern's chief economic ad-
visers confided, ‘"We simply cannot do
the job for the poor in this country en-
tirely by taking money from the rich.”

More important than specific con-
cessions, McGavern in the Business
Week /nterview virtually promissd in
advance to compromise any part of his
pro?rnm unacceptable to business.

'It's hard for me to believe tist Con-
gress would pass a program that would
chk the free anwrpnse syste;cn,
Presid .can't d,” he
said at one pomt in the mtennew La
ter, he added, "I don't want to recom-
mend things that | Imowhm no
chance of support.”

So much for McGovern the fighter!
The likelihood of further major con-
promises was indicated by Senator
Edmund Muskie’s decision, in a June
9 speech, to remain a candidate, not
in hopes of winning, but for the pur-
pose of forcing McGovern to “'re-exa-
mine and refine”” his positions. Muskie
speaks for the Party center, and his
message was that McGovern had better
bargain for their support.

McGovern's watering down of his
platform in the Nebraska primary and

after California, and his open appeals
to Business Wesk and the Wall Street
Journal show that he is willing to
junk his appealing reform program
for votes and business support. But
they show much more.

The McGovern record indicates

. the pitfalls of Democratic Party poli-

tics; it is almost an object lesson in
the necessity for “progressive” efforts
inside the Democratic Party to end up
in compromise and betrayal.

Since the days of Franklin Roose-
velt, the Democratic Party has stood
on two bases. The first has been its
appeal to labor, minorities, and others
as a reform party; the second has been
its links to the most far-seeing and in-
ternationally-minded sections of the
capitalist class.

The Democratic Party has always
subordinated reform to its commit-
ment to modernize, uphold, and de-
fend American capitalism in war and
peace. It is this commitment which
has brought us World War |1, the post-
war penetration of Europe, the Kor-
ean and Vietnam wars, and a dozen
other imperialist ventures; the enab-
ling legislation for the wage controls
and legislation to end a dozen major

strikes; the Attorney General’s |
“’subversive” organizations and the
anti-civil liberties “anti-riot” act of
1968 - all initiated or suppornd bv
the Demacratic Party.

Thu first Democratic base is more
important for votes, but the second is
what lets the Democrats take office.
McGovern is no more free of the cap-
italist cc [ of the D
ic Party than any other candidate, He
needs the money of the party’s capital-
ist backers, he needs the support of the
party leaders who are careful not to
let the party move too far from the in-
terests of this more. formrd—lookim
wing of capitalism.

Because the Democratic Party is in
fact responsible to large-scale capital-
ist interests, any individual Democratic
candidate, no matter how well-inten-
tioned, can do nothing which challen-
ges these interests in any real way. This
McGovern stated baldly in the Business
Week interview. This is why the hopes
in “McGovern the Radical” and “Mc

. Govern the Reformer” will puff out

like a mirage in the desert. This is
why a working class alternative to the
two-party system is needed.®

w
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India In Crisis ...

India is again in crisis. But
this time it is not just the rou-
tine sort of disaster -- a few hun-
dreds or thousands killed by
cholera; typhoon floods driving
men and their families off the
land; a famine or ariot. No, this
is a crisis of economic develop-
ment. The whole future of
steady growth of the Indian e-
conomy looks less and less pos-
sible.

Economic development means
building industry, creating the jobs,
and the output which will push along -
the whole of society. There have
been great changes in India since in-
dependence. Steel mills, chemical
plants, motor car and aircraft factor-
ies, all have been created. But beside
India’s enormous population, it looks
very small.

IndUstry should be the engine
which is driving India out of the mis-
ery and brutality of the past. Factory
ijobs and pay should, for the first time,
be raising the prospect of some basic
minimum of material freedom for
India’s poor.

If this were happening and at least
some appreciable number of India‘s
547 millions could feel it happening,
then it would mean that the world
system as a whole still had some real
prospect of advance. Capitalism would
still be able to deliver some of the
goods. e
But the industrial engine will not

fire. Or rather, it splutters and puffs,
lurches the country along briefly and
then dies. Indian industry ought to
be roaring along at a rate of increase
of output of 10 to 15 percent every
year. Butin two decades of indepen-
dence it has never reached such rates,
In the first three five year plans, it
reached an average of 8 percent per
year. From 1966 to 1969, the whole
- economy slumped. And in the first
three years of the current Fourth
plan, industrial output went down
from 7 percent in 1969 to 2% percent
in the first nine months of last year.
Yet even when the engine runs
best, there are fewer and fewer jobs
o go with it. So that wages hardly
increase as output does -- productivity

.

has soared in Indian industry since in-
dependence. Since the number of
workers looking for jobs is increasing
rapidly, industrial advance is taking
place with growing unemployment,
This is true in the cities without tak-
ing into account the vast sea of India’s
rural poverty,

All the massive investments made
since 1951 in four five year plans have
had the total effect of increasing regi-
stered factory employment, as a pro-
portion of all employment, from 2 to
2.4 percent.

In fact, the problem at the mo-
ment is not that industry cannot sup-
ply the goods. It cannot employ fully
its present capacity. Under half of the
present engineering industry is being
used. The rest is still not needed be-
cause the general rate of growth is so
low.

Public Sector

The public sector is especially bad.
The great nationalized steel works run
only at half rate. Of course, at that
rate of output, the financial losses are
enormous. They say that if the Dur-
gapur steel mill’s output gets any less,
it will be cheaper to have a lockout
than carry on operating.

The public sector is continually ov-
erburdened with politically appointed
managers - a general to run a stee/
mill, an admiral an engineering plant
= with corruption and poor standards.
Yet it is out of the blood and sweat of
the mass of the Indian people that
these great white elephants have been
partly purchased. They were enor-
mously expensive and were supposed
to lever forward the whole econom V.
Now they seem as useful as were the

* pyramids to the pharaohs.

Of course, the debts the Indian
government incurred abroad still re-
main even if the projects don't work.
The British government which built
the Durgapur steel mill still demands
its pound of flesh, even if Durgapur
doesn’t produce any steel. The servic-
ing of loans takes about a third of all
that India earns on exports at the mo-
ment, and as time goes by, this pro-
portion will grow even larger. *

Payments to foreign lenders already
produce balance of payments crises,
without growing any larger. Dividends
to foreign companies are also increas-
ing rapidly as well. Only here, the pro-
fits are being made not on steel mills
but on such obvious national essentials
as Coca Cola and chewing gum.

Foreign capital now cares little for
any raw materials India might have. It
is interested solely in exploiting the
small upper class market in India. The
profits are high. Burmah Shell made
gross profits equal to 53 percent
(1968-69) and 48 percent (1969-70)
of its sales.

Itis a myth that foreign companies
put capital into the country. They
may put a nominal pittance in to
start off. But they then horrow on
the local capital market to finance
their operations. That does not pre-
vent them then exporting the proceeds
as‘payment for the expensive compo-
nents they import from their parent
companies abroad, for “royalties,” li-
cense fees, and all the other tricks.

Eastern Bloc countries have been
quick to smell out the same profitable
opportunities, They have a vast num-
ber of agreements with private Indian
companies and government agencies
for the same purposes as Western cap-
italist enterprises. For example, East

Germany has 67 collaboration agree-
ments with private Indian firms, and
returns to East Germany a growing
volume of cash as payment for these. -

Foreign aid and capital are two of
the 'major obstacles to Indian econom-
ic development. But there is also the
growing corruption of the Indian rul-
ing class,

Corruption Is a kind of demoraliza-
tion. It means that there is so little
hope and discipline that the powerful
use increasingly crooked ways of escap-
ing from their problems. The less the
morale, the more the ruling class
cheats itself, the more cynical be-
comes the mass of the peaple.

At the moment, the volume of ille-
gal cash - ““black money” -- flowing
through India is probably greater than
the legal. Anyone and everyone who
can seems to be fiddling the books.
The man who claims to have no in-
come at all lives in a block of luxury
flats, runs a foreign car, holds parties
for hundreds. Politicians -- including,
for example, the Finance Minister in
the central government -- cheat the
land reform legislation in order to buy
up agricultural land far beyond what
is legally allowed.

The son of a former finance mini-
ster was tipped off about the building
of a new state capital. He promptly
bought up land where the road to the
new capital was to cross the river,

But when the plans were published,
he discovered that the road went
some way beyond his land. Nothing
daunted, he set to work and finally
got the plan revised so that the road --
and bridge - crossed his territory.

And if you complain too much,
there are men who will happily, for a

. small consideration, put a bullet in

your back. This is after all the land
of spiritual peace and the spinning
wheel.

Defense Spending Zﬂn !

The level of spendin, defense
is yet another major obstacle to devel-
opment. For with corruption for the
few and unemployment for the many,
you naturally need a large army -- and
police force -- to hold down the inevi-
table rebellion and frighten strikers.

India’s defense expenditures has
been increasing by 41 percent per
year since 1961-62. In West Bengal,
the scene of the most violent clashes
between workers and bosses and for-
merly where there were many rural
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guerrillas, spending on the police in-
creased from Rs.160 million in
1966-67 to nearly Rs. 500 million in
1971-72.

Where the ruling class of a country
spends so much on arming itself, there
is obviously much less cash available
to build industry. Especially now.
For it is now not enough to have a
few guns, tanks, and artillery (making
these might produce a boom in the en-
gineering and heavy industries). Su-
personic fighters, missiles, electronic
equipment, etc. are now required,
and need to be changed every five
years for better and more expensive
ones. This sort of equipment usually
has to be imported so it does nothing
for domestic industry and yet again

< burdens the balance of payments.

Mrs. Indira Gandhi’s Congress gov-
ernment has expensive pretensions to
grandeur. Qiginally, high defense ex-
penditure was justified on the grounds
that Pakistan and, to a lesser extent,

- China would attack India. Yet now
India has ~ through the invasion of
Bangla Desh -- dismembered Pakistan,
and no one believes any more that
China will attack. But the generals
now even more militantly refuse to
accept any cut in defense.

If there is no bread, at least the
government will provide a bit of mili-
tary circus - with promise of bayonets
for those who don't like it.

Ghandi's Socialism

Arms are not the only weapons
.. that Mrs. Gandhi has in her armory to
beat off rebels. She has also "social-
ism." Not long ago she announced
her intention to "abolish poverty."

Everybody has been cheered by
this, even though nobody knows quite
what it means. The one area of the
economy that is doing well at the mo-
ment is industry which caters for up-
per class consumption - refrigerators,
air conditioners, household equip-
ment, etc.

There are waiting lists for the tall
blocks of luxury flats that are going ,
up in the big cities. And in a country
where 99 percent of the people travel
on foot or by bullock, the streets of
the cities are already jammed with the
cars of that tiny group of people who
can afford to buy them. They are
planning an even more massive invest-
ment now to build eight-lane highways
to carry the same tiny group of pec-
ple. The big department stores and
boutiques sell all the expensive things
you can buy anywhere else. Such is
the poverty of India.

Does Mrs. Gandhi propose to
launch a revolution to curb the ugly
consumption of the rich? No, she
does not propose anything specific at
all. She has no plan to tackle the
sluggish pace of the economy as it is,
let alone transforming Indian society.
The slogan is just a confidence trick
to mislead the mass of the population.

The tricks work. The combination
of truncheons for the rebels, bribes
for the few, and rhetoric for the ma-
jority brought Mrs. Gandhi and her
friends a massive election victory in
March. For the moment, the Indian
ruling class has been reunited.

But this unity will not last long.
For the real force that has emerged
since independence is not just the in-
dustrial capitalist class but the rural
capitalist, the business farmer, the
rich peasant (including the landlords).

During the sixties, the government
pushed substantial funds into the coun-

Revolutionary Socialist

Manifesto Calls For

Working Class
Struggle In Russia

For the first time since the crush-
ing of the Left Opposition in 1927,
anti-Stalinist intellectuals in the So-
viet Union have issued a revolution-
ary socialist call to the working class
for action against the bureaucratic
regime.

A typewritten document stuffed
into apartment mailboxes in work-
ing class districts calls on workers to
carry out demonstrations, strikes,
and protests in defense of their own
conditions, following the example set
by Polish workers in 1970. Previous-
ly, the dissident intellectuals have re-
stricted their appeals to calls for liber-
al reforms and introduction of demo-
cratic rights for the intelligentsia.

In calling for class struggle and
workers’ self-defense, at least a wing
of this intellectual movement has
adopted a new outlook. This out-
look understands the need for a new
revolution of the working class to es-
tablish socialism.

The appeal, written to workers
who have so far not played an active
role in the dissident movement, ex-
poses the truth about the low living
standards of the Russian people, the
monstrous privileges of the bureau-
cracy thinly concealed by *‘socialist”

rhetoric, rising prices, and the lack of
democracy. A section of the manifes-
to quoted by the New York Times
reads:

"We have no socialism in our land!
How can there be socialism with 20
times as many spongers and bosses as
there were in Czarist Russial How
can it be socialism if the workingman's
average wage is 100 rubles and the in-
come of a high official several thou-
sand a month!

"How can it be socialism if the
people are deprived of their most ele-

y rights: freedom of speech, of
the press, of the right to strike, etc.!
It is precisely the absence of these
rights that enables the Kremlinites se-
cretly and openly and without pity to
rob and oppress our people. And it is
not toward Communism that we are
going — that is all a lie! What we have
is state capitalism, the worst and most

stem of goveri t.

"Raqpecred citizens! Fight for.
your rights, for a better life. Defend
one another, one for all and all for
one. Only through struggle can we
achieve a change for the better. If we
won't fight, we will turn more and
more into the slaves of the Commu-
nist Party's upper crust, into draft an-

imals. Long live freedom and demo-
cracy!"

The manifesto notes that the stan-
dard of living of even unemployed
workers in the West is higher than
that of employed Russian factory or
office workers. At the same time,
the authors do not seem to hold the
illusions about “western democracy”
which have been characteristic of in-
tellectual dissidents in the past. They
note that workers in western capitalist
nations won their relatively high de-
gree of freedom and prosperity
through struggle, not through the
beneficence of the capitalist system.

This document represents the first
visible steps in a procass of fusing
the democratic aspirations of the in-
tellectuals with the pressure exerted
by the Russian masses for freedom
and a decent material standard of life.
This process, which has begun to
break to the surface in various Stalin-
ist countries since the first uprisings
in East Germany in 1853, will lead to
an explosive revolutionary transfor-
mation of these societies. As the fore-
runner of this transformation, the ap-
p of the 1 y manifes-
to in Russia is an event of world-histor-
ical importance.m

tryside to try and raise food output.
Almost all of this cash went into rich
peasant hands. The rich farmers are
not taxed; they pay nothing for the
wide range of services the government
provides. In some cases, much of their
crop is bought by the government at
high and guaranteed prices.

To be a rich peasant is to have a li-
cense to print money in present con-
ditions. No wonder the rich of the
city are tryirf§ to buy land and break
into farming. The people who pay are
those who buy their food - the city
workers and the poor farmers or land-
less laborers.

The rich peasants defend their land
ruthlessly. Indian newspapers regular-
ly carry stories of violent clashes when
those who have been pushed off the
land try to get it back. Last Novem-
ber, 10 share croppers were shot dead,
4 others burnt alive in their huts, and
35 wounded when landlords set out to
show who was the local boss (the
sharecroppers had been trying to re-
claim some land taken from them by
the landlords).

Resources going into rich peasant
pockets are badly needed to build in-
dustry, but the government cannot
stop the drain out of the cities. For
the vich peasants control Congress at

the local level, and Mrs. Gandhi will
not saw off the branch on which she
is sitting.

Neither the government nor the
urban capitalists will tackle the rich
peasants. That failure means econom-
ic stagnation for India. The world cap-
italist system provides fewer and fewer
opportunities for development. Yet
now even those opportunities that oc-
cur will be squandered. :

Only the workers could break out
of this stalemate, but only through a
revolution which would topple not on-
Iy the rich peasants but also the indus-
trial capitalists. Indian workers have
waged long and bitter industrial strug-
gles, but so far they have never been
able to create a separate working class
political alternative,

The Left is dominated by what are
entirely middle class parties -- in par-
ticular, the three separate Communist
parties. One of these is totally com-
mitted to the ruling Congress party
(which it identifies as the “progres-
sive national bourgeoisie”’). Another
- the largest -- rejects Congress but is

- nevertheless totally tied up in parlia-

mentary politics. The third - or what
is left of it after a savage police maul-
ing - wants to run away from the
workers to start guerrilla warfare in

the more remote villages. {

In all three cases, there is no possi-
bility at all that the party can lead any
kind of revolutionary worker struggle
against Indian capitalism. None of the
parties accepts that it is possible today
to struggle for socialism in India, let
alone the dictatorship of the proletar-
iat. .

The objective opportunity for a
revolutionary workers’ movement in
India is very promising. Yet the polit-
ical alternatives available mean that
there is in the short term very little
chance of taking the opportunity.
There could have been a revolution in
West Bengal in the past five years, but .
the work of the respective Communist
parties has ensured a crushing defeat
for the Left (including two of the
CP’s), Rarely has the need for a revo-
lutionary workers’ party been so ur-
gent.

In the years to come, the need
will become every more urgent as the
Indian ruling class comes to play a
more and more reactionary role both
at home and abroad.  For Indians in
Britain and for those few in India with
a real working class perspective, the op-
portunities and the tasks are formid-
able indeed.m
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In the wake of a mass general
strike by workers and students in
Tananarive, capital of the Mala-
gasy Republic, order reigns again.
For almost a week in late May,
power lay in the streets. Now
the army, headed by General
Ramanantsoa, has assumed com-
mand and taken over key cabi-
net posts.

Among the students and workers
who toppled the authoritarian regime
of President Philibert Tsiranana, an at-
titude of “let’s wait and see what the
generals do’ prevails. But the failure
to break the chains of French imper-
ialism and regional and ethnic oppres-
sion makes the island a potentially ex-
plosive social tinderbox.

In 1895, a period in which the ma-
jor European powers were busily carv-
ing up Africa and Asia‘in order to plun-
der their rich resources, France seized
the island of Madagascar, The island
had previously been a monarchy with
an advanced social structure based on
peasant agriculture,

Nationalist Revival

After World War Il in which many
Malagasyans !uupht 'to preserve
French independ: and di
a nationalist revival swept the lana'
The Party for the Restoration of Mal-
agasy Indep e was organi;
with strong roots in the peasantry.

Party leaders Joseph Andrianavolana
and Joseph Raseta demanded indepen-
dence in the French Constituent As-
sembly, which was voted down. The
Party, re-organized as the Democratic
Movement of Malagasy Revival, forged
ahead, winning the territorial elections

in 1946 and again demanding indepen-
dence from France. -

Failure to win this demand sparked
a revolution in March, 1947, which
spread throughout the nation. The
French brutally suppressed the revolt,
murdering over 20,000 and meting out
life sentences at hard labor to the lead-
ers of the DMMR A period of quiet
foll h a Idering hatred
of andl coloniﬂ tyranny remained.

In 1956, the Social Democratic Par-
ty, headed by Philibert Tsiranana, was
founded in order to achieve indepen-
dence “‘peacefully” within the struc-
ture of French colonialism. Since the
winning of formal if not real indepen-
dence in 1960, President Tsiranana,
often called “’the father of indepen-
‘dence and the embodiment of national
unity,” and his party have dominated
Malagasyan politics.

"

The official philosophy of the party
is that of paternalistic neo-colonial ov-
erseers. The Malagasyans are viewed as
“‘a tradition -bound people” who can
only modernize gradually with the
guiding hand of French capital, poli-
tics, and culture.

4,000 French troops remain on the
island ready to crush any domestic un-
rest, as they did in a southern peasant
revolt last year. 33,000 French civilians
help French capital dominate mining
(mica, uranium), shipping, and the in-
dustries which process agricultural pro-
ducts.

French education and culture, of
pre-World War |1 vintage, dominate the
schools and Charles deGaulle (sic!) Uni-
versity. Malagasyan youth are taught
French history, language, culture, and
even agriculture to the complete ne-
glect of their own, in a blatant display
of cultural imperialism.

Tied to the world capitalist market
through France, Malagasyan agricultur-
al products such as rice, sugar, coffee,
cattle, vanilla, and cloves have fetched
low prices. The island has been plagued
by consistent balance of payments
problems, exports lagging behind im-
ports revenue by a third.

Independence has not improved the
lot of the majority of the peasantry in
the south or central highlands, where
most live in mud huts among rice pad-
dies. Low agricultural prices have
forced many peasants into the squalid

Behind the
Malagasy
Revolt ......

slums of the capital and have helped
fan the flames of agrarian unrest. The
large Merina tribe is discriminated a-
gainst and has been systematically ex-
cluded from political power.

Since the closure of the Suez Canal,
the strategic position of the Malagasy
Republic as a major link in the Indian
Ocean oil pipeline has increased enor-
mously. Japanese, West German, and -
US big business have begun penetra-
tion of this island of seven million. A
large new dry dock built by foreign cap-
ital to handle oil tankers is planned for
the near future.

Part of the touchiness of the large
capitalist press (including the New
York Times and the French Le Monde)
at the recent revolt is prompted by fear
of i ing power, infl , and na-
val strength of the USSR and China in
the Indian Ocean. The prospect of a
teetering Malagasyan regime turning to
either of these powers, in order to
solve its economic crisis by aid and
trade transfusions, has triggered calls
for protection of their vuinerable oil
jugular vein by US and Western Euro-
pean corporations.

The political crisis of President
Tsiranana‘s regime has been festering
since last year. The peasant revolt in
the south and increased trade with
South Africa (the Malagasy Republic
has been one of the few African na-
tions to trade with the vicious racist

General Ramanantsoa assuming power in Tananarive

regime) led to a split in the ruling
clique. Vice-President Resampa, who
opposed government policy on both
counts, was ousted and charged with
treason and being an agent of China
and the US.

President Tsiranana was elected to
another seven-year term as president
in the January elections. The official
electoral returns, which gave the Pres-
ident close to a hundred percent of the
vote, were greeted by universal cyni-
cism.

Soon after the electuons students
at the University began pushing for ed-
ucational reform; dropping.the outmod-
ed French curriculum and adding Mal-
agasyan courses. Demonstrations were
held in the streets of Tananarive.

Malagasy’s May-June

At first the government took a hard
line, imprisoning close to 400 students
and shooting down over 35. As work-
ers and slum dwellers began supporting
the nationalist d ds of the students,
the government backed down, fearing
the revolt would spread.

It did. By May I3, the large trade
union federation where the militant
nationalist Congress for Independence
Party (AKFM), the leading opposition
party, has strong support, called a gen-
eral strike which paralyzed the capital
for over a week.

. As masses of workers entered the
pqlitical arena, they put forward their
own demands including a higher mini-
mum wage, the ouster of the Labor
Minister and President, and the forma-
tion of a new national assembly. The
trade unionists also supported the stu-
dent demands and pushed for the re-
lease of the AKFM militants who led
the 1971 peasant revolt.

On May 22, the labor federation
leaders agreed to call off the strike.
However. they made their support con-
ditional on the ability of the generals

- to meet their demands in the coming

months.

Lack of a revolutionary leadership
has enabled the junta of General
Ramanantsoa, who is decidedly pro-
French, temporarily to defuse the
struggle. But the urban workers will
be watching the government’s moves.

The workers have learned to use
their social power -- to topple the re-
gime, to fight French imperialism and
its local brokers, to generalize the de-
mands of the students and peasantry.
They have provided a brilliant example
to the rest of the African working class
caught in the vise of neo-colonialism.

History has played a trick on the
Malagasyan rulers. They who imitated
the French in all things, even naming
their university afier DeGaulle, have
reaped the harvest of the French Gen-
eral Strike of May-June '68.m
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Rhodesia: Black Miners
killed in White Mines

On Tuesday, June 6, over 450
miners died in an explosion at the
Wankie mine in Rhodesia. The US
capitalist press, reporting on this di-
saster (the worst in Rhodesia in ten
years), 'never mentioned that all the
victims (except the foremen) were
Blacks.

This "“tragedy’’ was no accident,
but rather the inevitable product of
the mining system of Rhodesia and
South Africa, organized on the basis
of virtual slave labor by massive busi--
ness interests in London and South
Africa. -

Efforts to form an independent
black miners’ union were viciously
smashed by the Rhodesian govern-
ment in 1964 and 1965. Most of the
miners receive wages of less than $10
per week, while white workers earn
ten times more. The deaths of these
miners - like those who died in previ-
ous such disasters -- are acts of mur-
der by the rulers of Rhodesia and in-
ternational imperialism.

Relatives wait
for word.

Lithunia: Fighting for
freedom, not free love

Reports indicate that the recent
demonstrations in Kaunas, Lithuania,
against the Stalinist regime were more
serious than previously admitted.
Two hundred young workers and stu-
dents are in jail awaiting trial for the
demonstrations, which occurred May
18-19 and left two policemen dead.
Two young Lithuanians have commit-
ted suicide to protest the repression
of Lithuania by the Soviet Union.

The revelation that young workers
were involved among the several thou-
sand demonstrators contradicts the
original version given by the authori-
ties, who claimed that the demonstra-
tions were based on anti-semitism
and “free love”. The demonstrators
gathered in a working class district on

international
report

David Finkel

the day of the funeral of Roman
Kalanta, who had burned himself-to
death in a park, and marched to the
Communist Party headquarters chant-
ing “Freedom for Lithuania.”” They
then marched to the offices of the se-
cret police and the Ministry of Inter-
nal Affairs and fought with several
hundred police.

The so-called “’Union of Soviet So-
cialist Republics’’ -- which is neither a
union, nor a soviet, nor socialist, nor
a republic - faces continued unrest a-
mong the nations imprisoned within
it. The struggles of oppressed nation-
alities under Stalinism are only the
beginning of a new working class revo-
lution which will smash the bureau-
cratic ruling class, re-establish the
right of these nations to self-determin-
ation and lay the basis for socialism
and workers’ democracy.

South Africa: White
students vs. apartheid

The South African government
has L d all student d
tions for one month, after white col-
lege stud staged di ions,
protest strikes, and sit-ins against the
expulsion of 1,100 black university

d The pected spreading
of the black students’ struggle to
whites indicates that the moral author-
ity of the policy of apartheid has been
deeply undermined.

The white studenis’ demonstra-
tions mark the first time in recent
history that any section of the white
population has gone into active oppo-
sition to the apartheid regime, although
whites have been harassed, jailed, and
dismissed from their jobs for being
sympathetic to the blacks.

R

direction to avoid being outflanked
by other unions. A series of limited
strike actions was called by the CGT
in"May in the electrical industry and
on construction sites, in support for
a revision of the wage scales negotiat-
ed in 1971. The strikes threatened to
disrupt train services dependent on
electricity.

The CGT, which betrayed the po-
tentially revolutionary general strike
of ten million French workers in
1968, is often threatened by the mil-
itancy of the ranks and other unions,
but remains the dominant force in the
French labor movement. The revolu-
tionary groups in France are very
small, not yet able to challenge the
Communist Party for leadership of
the working class.

The revolutionary newspaper
Lutte Quvriere, however, publishes
bulletins at many factories and de-
mands that the CGT and other unions
lead a real struggle for decent work-
ing conditions and democratic rights.

[Copies of Lutte Ouvriere may be
ordered for $.25 from 1.S. Books,
14131 Woodward, Highland Park,
MI 48203] .

Spain: Shipyard
Revolt Grows
|

Workers in Galicia in northwestern
Spain have opened a new front in the
sharpening class struggles against the
Franco regime. 2,500 shipyard work-
ers in the Barreras shipyards, locked
out in May after demanding a wage in-
crease, have gone on strike to demand
the release of 15 imprisoned militants.
The management has offered a 34 per-
cent increase over two years, far above
the government’s “‘norm” of 7 percent
per year,

This struggle follows a series of
strikes and sympathy walkouts, espec-
ially in the growing shipyard industry.
In March, a shipyard strike at El
Ferrol led to a workers’ takeover of
the town for several hours, before

heavily armed policg regained control
and killed 1wm{f§w.\

Northern Ireland:
An “Amazing Prosperity ?”

France: Communist union
reluctantly calls strike

The French Confederation Gener-
ale du Travaile (CGT), the trade un-
ion federation led by the Communist
Party, has again moved in a “militant”

An item in The Worker, the news-
paper of the Irish Socialist Workers’
M , expi the ic rot
that continues to prevail in the North.
While Brian Faulkner (Prime Minister
of the Stormont regime before the
British takeover) spoke at a London
banquet of "‘the ly high level

SIS S R IR I

of material prosperity for all citizens,”
11 p of the employable work-
force in Ulster subsists on unemploy-
ment relief - the highest figure in Wes-
tern Europe. . .

A letter by an old age pensioner to
a Belfast newspaper states that his pen-
sion (equivalent to about $15 per
month) does not even allow him to
pay his electric bill, so that "l have to
half-starve myself and nearly freeze
to death in order to save electricity.”

‘’Having done his bit for the Em-.
pire,” The Worker cornments, ’he has
been cast on the rubbish heap. Loyal-
ist workers take note! No banquets
in London for youl”

]
Namibia: Eight
Fined For Leading Strike

In another development in South-
ern Africa, eight Ovambo tribesmen
have been fined and given suspended
jail sentences after being convicted of
_playing a leading role in last year’s
strike by Ovambo contract workers
in South-West Africa (Namibia). The
trial lasted five months and resulted
in fines of about $30 and two-month
suspended sentences.

. Denmark: Economic

crisis threatens E

Seven months after the Social
Democrats returned to office after
three years as a minority, Denmark
still seems to be heading as surely as
ever for an economic crisis centered
around the balance of payments defi-

- cit. This at any rate is the judgment
of the Financial Times of London.

A referendum to be held in Ccto-
ber will decide whether Denmark en-
ters the Common Market (European
Economic Community, or EEC). The
Times reports that the “socialist”
government is hoping for a “yes”’
vote, to bring the ‘’benefits'’ of inte-
gration into the biggest capitalist in-
stitution in Europe. The government
hopes that, for example, large Danish
farmers will benefit by receiving high-
er prices for their goods in the EEC,
although this occurs at the expense of
smaller farmers who cannot compete.

The Times attributes Denmark’s
problems to *“a ten-year period of ex-
cessive expansion, generated by a .
very rapid increase in public expendi-
ture and housing,”” not to mention
-higher wages. From this viewpoint
the only “solution” would be an at-
tack on social services and the living
standards of Danish workers.
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Malcolm X

review: /_
Malcolm

The Only

Great

American

Of Our
Time

James Coleman

We declare our right on this earth
to be a fan - to be a human being -
to be respected as a human being -- to
be given the rights of a human being

~in this society, on this earth, in this

day - which we intend to bring into
existence by any means necessary.
Malcalm X, June 28, 1964

Malcolm X was the only great
American of our time. This is
the judgment that emerges from his
writings. It is reinforced by the am-
bitious, though somewhat distorted,
film documentary of his life.

The documentary consists mainly
of film clips. For a new generation of
blacks, it is their only chance to see
and hear the man who more than any
other inspired a sense of struggle and
rejection of liberal integrationism.

The footage of Malcolm is inter-
spersed with montages of black life
and the backdrop of social violence
against blacks in America. The words
quoted above, from the founding ral-

* ly of the Organization of Afro-Amer-
ican Unity, are used throughout the
film as a unifying theme.

1.S.
Supports

GayPride
Week

There is little in the film on Mal-
colm’s early life. Films of Klan meet-
ings, of black rural poverty, of Marcus
Garvey parading in pomp, illustrate
brief sections of the Autobiography
narrated somewhat woodenly by
James Earl Jones.

It is with Malcolm's public career
that the film comes alive. There are
films of Nation of Islam meetings, lec-
tures, news interviews, etc. There is
the face of Elijah Muhammad -- some-
how shifty -- but above all the face
and voice of Malcolm -- the sudden
boyish grin, the clipped speech, the
lips curling in contempt for liberals
and integrationists.

At the mass meetings, before and
after his break with the Nation of Is-

* lam, Malcolm expounded the basic
themes of black self-awareness and
pride, rejection of Christianity, the
need to discover black and African
history, the exploitation of blacks in
America by white institutions. Other
films are used as illustrations. When
Malcolm speaks of blacks” self-image
of inferiority created by white culture,
clips of Amos and Andy, Steppin Fet-
chit, and other old-style comics are

Gay Pride Week and urge the largest
attend at the d rations and
other public events planned for that
week. The anniversary of the 1969
Stonewall riots, which launched the

t for h al
rights and freedom, has become the
occasion for nationwide marches and
celebrations. The gay movement in
these years has come far in challenging
one of society’s deepest prejudices,
and the anniversary is a fit time for
pride.

It is also time for taking stock.

The amorphous organizations charact-
erizing the first period of the gay
movement have fallen apart. In their
place organizations have grown which
campaign for reforms, yet whose stra-
tegy is to rely on winning the support

¥

The International Socialists support

shown; when Malcolm speaks of
blacks dying in the white man’s wars,
clips of black soldiers in Vietnam are
shown -- making the point that this is
still occurring today.

The film covers the assassination,

* explores and does not resolve the

question whether Malcolm’s murder
was organized by the Nation of Islam
or by elements within the government,
ends with the faces and voices of Har-
lem mourners and Ossie Davis’s mov-
ing eulogy to ““our black shining
prince’ -- and then shows once again
the by any means necessary” speech.

The film is faithful to Malcolm’s
overall message, and even shows some-
thing of Malcolm’s contempt for Mar-
tin Luther King and other moderates,
but it gives a somewhat distorted view
of Malcolm'’s political evolution.

With its montage technique, the
film alternates Malcolm'’s speeches
about the necessity for blacks to or-
ganize themselves with shots of Jesse
Jackson and an election-night rally
for Newark’s black Mayor, Kenneth
Gibson. Malcolm's speeches on the
example set by African independence
movements are illustrated with shots
of Kenya's Jomo Kenyatta and Ethi-
opia’s Haile Selassie. Unless this is
meant as irony, the film presents Mal-
colm as a forbear of these types.

We cannot be sure what Malcolm
would have thought, had he lived, of
a Jesse Jackson -- today's integration-
ist clothed in black nationalist rhetor-
ic -- or of a Gibson, who on the basis
of the same rhetoric attempted to
break the Neward Teachers Union.
One can guess, however, on the basis
of Malcolm’s known development in
a revolutionary direction. There is
evidence of Malcolm’s contempt for
reactionary African nationalists like
Kenyatta and Selassie.

Revolutionary Outlook

It is this development towards a
revolutionary outlook which the film
omits almost completely. It faithful-
ly presents Malcolm'’s change of atti-
tude toward whites after his pilgrim-
age to Mecca, where he travelled and
ate with white Muslims and abandoned
racism. |t documents his rejection of
separatism. But it shows little of the
pmssage he put forward in his
meetings after returning from Africa.

It does not show the socially radi-
cal meaning he came to give to black
lism, and his p of
the idea of cooperation with white
revolutionaries. It does not show the
questioning of the excl 1y black

natic

of ““enlightened’” political leaders
through influencing the Democratic
Party. This strategy can win no last-
ing gains.

The gay movement needs strong,
militant, direct-action organizations.
These should fight for repeal of all
anti-homosexual laws and for an end
to job discrimination; it is preeminent-
ly the fear of losing employment
which keeps gay people in hiding and
subject to victimization.

The gay movement also needs al-
lies; by itself, it lacks the strength to
force all the changes gay people need.
In place of seeking the support of “en-
lightened'’ leaders, the gay movement
should see its interests as ultimately

- aligned with all groups fighting for *

economic and social justice -- blacks,
women, other minorities, and rank

conception of nationalism which led
him, shortly before his murder, to
ask:
""Can we sum up the solution ta
the problems confronting our people
as black nationalism? And if you no-
tice, | haven't been using the expres-
sion for several months. But | still .
would be hard pressed to give a spec- '
ific definition of the overall philoso-
phy which | think is necessary for the
Iibe:;?rion of black people in this coun-
try. :
There is every evidence that at his
death-Malcolm was cautiously evolv
ing toward a conception of capitalism
as the root of black oppression in
America. He had not worked out
this idea. But had he lived, his revo-
lutionary instincts alone would have
been enough to lead him to reject
the posturing of a Jesse Jackson, a
Gibson, a Richard Hatcher, or an
Imamu Baraka.

This writer met Malcolm X only
once -- in July, 1964, in Cairo. Mal-
colm had come to offer a motion con-
demning the US government’s sup-
pression of the Harlem riots to a meet-
ing of African Foreign Ministers. With
lips curled in contempt, he described
how the motion was duly passed with-
out discussion at 2:00 a.m. with news-
men absent, and then buried. So we
know something of Malcolm's views of
these militant-sounding fakers.

In this brief conversation Malcolm
accepted me as a revolutionary --
somewhat overgenerously, since | was
only in the process of becoming one.
He dismissed the current liberal hope
-- the 1964 Civil Rights Bill, then
pending -- as “crap,” a judgment |
found hasty but which history has
shown to be charitable. And he spoke
of the necessity for organized armed
self-defense of the black community.
""Remembe:,” he said, “there are al-
ways more people than cops.”

In this brief meeting as in his mass
speeches Malcolm rejected completely
the idea of freedom through liberal
dispensation, and spoke of the need
for mass struggle by blacks. He
brought these ideas to.a political gen-
eration of blacks and whites. At the
end, he was feeling his way toward
farther-reaching conceptions. Even
with his development cut short by
murder, this alone is enough to guaran-
tee him the place in revolutionary his-
tory which liberals will not grant him
in theirs.m

and file labor. In place of seeking to
influence the Democratic Party, it
should wage independent political
campaigns for gay rights while working
toward the formation of a new mass
party based on these struggling groups.
Full freedom for homasexuals, how-
ever, cannot be achieved in present-
day societies. Both capitalist and
““Communist’’ countries oppress gay
people - because both are class sys-
tems which exploit the vast majority
of people and deny full freedom and
individuality. The gay movement
should commit itself to fight for a

. revolutionary socialist society, coun-

terposed to both these exploitive sys-
tmes, in which the mass of the peaple
have real power and in which the law
olfl society is the free development of

all.m
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Curtailing Welfare By
Curtailing The Poor

The Senate Finance Committee
voted recently to penalize states that
fail to provide birth control counsel-
ing, devices, and pills to the poor. The
Committee has been rewriting the Ad-
ministration’s welfare reform and So-
cial Security bill, which was already
passed by the House.

According to the New York Times,
the Committee “Hopes to curtail po-
tential increases in the welfare rolls,”

" with this provision. The bill says that

the Federal government would finance
100 percent of the cost of providing
birth control services to all poor wo-
men of child-bearing age, both those
on welfare and those who might be-
come eligible if they had a child.
States failing to set up adequate pro-
grams within a year would lose up to
2 percent of their total Federal wel-
fare payment for families with depen-
dent children. -

Under this bill, the services would
be made available to the poor free of
charge, and according to the Times,
no one would be coerced into using
birth control devices; the services
would be available to those who
sought them.

The availability of free birth con-
trol information and services has long
been a demand of the women's libera-
tion movement, as a part of the de-
mand for a woman’s right to choose if
and when she will bear children. But
because the goal of this bill is not to
give women this right, but to “curtail
increases in the welfare rolls,”” low in-
come women are simply being encour-
aged not to have children. And be-
cause such a disproportionate number
.of black, Latino, and other minority
women are on welfare, this policy
must be seen as being aimed at them.

Although the right not to have
children is an important part of the
right to choose, without the right to
have children, knowing that she can
raise them with a decent standard of

_ Karen Kaye

= living, a woman is still left without

much of a choice, even'if she isn’t
“coerced.”’

Of course, providing this half of
the right to choose would be a lot
harder for the government than dis-
pensing free birth control pills. For it
means that jobs and education must
be available both for women and for
the children they bear and raise. It
means that there must be quality
childcare for women who work and
that women must have equal access
'to jobs, equal pay with men, and wa-
ges that provide a decent standard of
living.

Another part of the right to choose
is making sure that the victories wo-
men win are permanent; that when we
win the right to equal pay and equal
work, for instance, we will be adding
it to the right to free access to contra-
ception, and won’t have to start that
battle all over again. When a govern-
ment begins a program like this one
because it wahts to reduce the popu-
lation, or a part of the population,
the decision could always be reversed
if for some reason the state wanted
more population.

This has happened in many coun-
tries; a good example is Rumania.
For many years women had the right
to abortion, contraception, and di-
vorce. Butin 1966, after the fertility
rate had fallen below the replacement
level for five straight years, the govern-
ment suddenly drastically limited abor-
tions, restricted divorce, banned impor-
tation of contraceptives, and increased
taxes on the single and childless.

Abortion still
_safer for the rich

The first major study of legal abor-
tion in the United States was released
early this month and shows that as
abortion has become more readily
available, it has become safer. The
study, performed by Dr. Christopher
Tietze and Sarah Lewit for the Popu-
lation Council, involved over 70,000
abortions performed in 66 institutions
in 12 states.

During the one year study, inci-
dence of complications associated
with abortions dropped greatly, espec-
ially in the case of abortions per-
formed by the suction method, for
which complications dropped by 50
percent.

However, non-private patients
were more likely than private patients
to suffer complications following an
abortion. This was true even when
women with pre-existing illnesses and
women who underwent other opera-
tions at the time of their abortion
were discounted.

This indicates that the majority
of women who need abortions, wo-
men who cannot afford a private doc-
tor, are not receiving quality medical
care. As women fight for the right
to legal abortion we must also demand
adequate facilities and quality medi-
cal care for all women, regardless of
income or status as “private” or “non-
private” pa;ient.

They're Not Unemployed,
They’re Women

Some members of the Nixon Ad-
ministration have suggested that one
way to deal with the high level of un-
employment (5.9 percent in March) is
to redefine “full employment” up-
wards from 4 percent to 5 percent.
Why do th ider playing with

Wedding Catchy

Tune -Carmen Morgan -

| was walking down East 10th Street in the middle of the night,

When a scary looking man approached, he r@i/lny:a sight.

His legs were.made of steel and his teeth emitted light.

He was about nine feet tall, and all dressed in white,

He flashed me a smile that put me to my knees,
He said if | would not come to him he‘d shred me in his legs with ease,
| said, Oh please Mr. Tallman, | don’t know what this is all about,

But I'll do what you say if you'll let me on my way.

Then he looked into a mirror, he looked into my face,
He opened up his shirt, there was nothing there but space
Surrounded by some metal wire just to give him some shape,
Said he was looking for a girlfriend to fill up that empty place.

Now everything’s gotten so twisted and turned, .
| climbed inside that wire cage to keep from detting burned--

But I’m inside of him and he’s inside of me
~And just who is the empty one it’s o longer plain to see.

s rather than providing jobs as
away to relieve unemployment?

Secretary of the Treasury John B.
Connolly’s recent statement may give
aclue. He said:

"Frankly, we're seeing a new phe-
nomenon in the social structure of
America. We're seeing more women
and young people entering the work
force. | don't know what full employ-
ment is any more. So long as we have
more and more people entering the la-
bor force in these numbers . . . then |
have to say this specific number that
we use for the unemployed is going to
stay fairly high, higher than we like to
e

In other words, it doesn’t matter
if unemployment is high, as long as it's
only women. .However, there are
many facts which show that unem-
ployment among women does matter
very. much, both to them and to their
dependents..

**Since 1950, the labor force has
increased by 7 million men and by 13
million women.

**Four out of five adult women
are full-time workers.

*#Almost 8 million wives in 1970
earned between $4,000 and $7,000 -
two-thirds of them were married to
men who earned less than $10,000.

**In 6,000,000 households a wo-
man is the sole means of support.

**Most Yemale breadwinners are
poor, and a large percent are black.m
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Sex and Fascism
e Se e o e

I would like to append some infor-
mation to your Cabaret review (Work-
ers’ Power No. 56), even though it has
little to do with the movie or its re-
viewer’s frame of reference.

The writer notes! “While homo- ~
sexuals formed a sizable percentage of
the SA and the SS, homosexuality
‘was grounds for being sent to a con-
centration camp.’’

Comparing the first half of the
1930's with the second half, the num-
ber of arrests for homosexuality in
Germany went up 900 percent (from
3261 for the years 1931-34 to 29,771
between 193(3-33)= The “crack-down”’
started with the Roehm Putsch,
known as The Night of Long Knives
(sensationally treated by Viscounti in
The Damned), on June 30, 1934, [in
which Hitler purged the leadership of

the paramilitary SA]. Hitler an-
nounced that he had only just discov-
ored Roehm’s homosexuality, and
was deeply shocked by it.

The Putsch led to massacres of
homosexuals all over Germany which
were legitimized with a decree of na-
tional emergency -- issued four days
after the massacres. In 1935 the anti-
homosexual laws were strengthened,
and a “clean-up’’ started (hence the
900 percent jump in arrests of homo-
sexuals). About the same time, the
Nazis also passed harsh laws against
abortion and the rights of women.

Sex education was not practiced
in German schools or in the Nazi youth
organizations. The matter was left up
to the family, “‘but should they (the
parents) fail to do the right thing, the
teacher or school doctor will have to
step in” (Education Minister Rust).

Or as Hitler Youth Judge Tetzlaff
said on the subject, “The Hitler Youth

h any mass enligt pro-
gramme but its leaders are instructed
about the dreadful consequences of
homosexuality at special courses.”

(And yet, as the reviewer pointed out,
treatments such as Cabaret suggest
that the dreadful consequence of sex-
ual “‘abnormality” is fascism.)

Once harsh anti-homosexual laws
were instituted, they were used for a
wide range of purposes. Schools run
by the Roman Catholic Church were,
or course, frowned upon, since in them
the state had less control over subject
matter. In its campaign to convert
these schools into public schools,
teachers who lived in monastic houses
were charged with homosexuality.

It has often been pointed out that
some Nazi films and literature were
tinted with homo-eroticism. This is
true only when viewed from outside
the culture it came from. This thor-

-oughly male-dominated culture placed
a high value upon comradeship be-
tween males, which to an erotically a-

feedback

#" ware sensibility can suggest homosex-
uality, but was intended only to de-
pict an idealization of masculinity.

And yes, homosexuals were sent to
the concentration camps. After the
war, when survivors of these camps
were given monetary compensation,
the homosexual survivors were exclu-
ded.

The Nazis had much in stake, ap-
parently, in keeping the traditional
family structure strong and under con-
trol. The fight by women within and
without the family for equal rights,
the fight for a restructuring of the
family system (which, admittedly, is
all but impossible until present eco-
nomic conventions are packed off in-
to history) can never succeed until the
state no [onger has the right to op-
press anything or anyone which it be-
lieves threatens that family structure.

Berkeley Strike

The article in Workers’ Power No.
57, covering the strike of Building
Trades and other workers at the Ber-

 keley campus of the University of Cal-
ifornia, was a pretty poor piece of re-
portage. Because the events at Ber-

keley were of considerable importance,

let me offer a few by-stander’s com-
- ments.

There was imle student support
for the strikers. Why? Not just be-
cause the SMC/YSA sought to chan-
nel all activity into the anti-war move-
ment, although that was a part of it.
There were several more important
factors. :

First, the seeming apathy of most
of the students to any issue important
to the working class, a general indif-
ference to its struggles of its existence.
More crucial, if perhaps less forceful,
were the anti-working-class attitudes
of the students. _

These students were opposed to
the war and racism, but their short-

sightedness and middle class prejudices

led them to denounce and oppose the
workers who struck, because, rightly
or wrongly, they saw them as the per-
petuators of the war and racism. The
University administration pandered to
this sentiment.
On the other hand, what of the
d or more i who
marched around the campus waving
N.L.F. flags as part of the anti-war
activity? A sure way to create solidar-
ity between the workers and the stu-
dents. These students were as mis-
guided in their unquestioning support
for the enemies of the working class
abroad as Ihey were in their equally
g, but objective, support
for dle enemm of the working class
at home.

th

. Wayne M. Coliins

Imperialist China?

| have a negative comment on the
Vietnam article by Dave Finkel in
Workers' Power No. 58. First of all
he calls Russia and China *‘imperial-
ist” in the same manner as the US.
China has acquired no new territory
since the Revolution in 1949, although
she could have intervened several times
since then — Korea (1950), India (1962),
Pakistan (1971), and in Vietnam. In-
stead, in the case of Vietnam, China
has given relatively small amounts of
aid to the Vietnamese as compared to
the US. Where is the Russian or Chi-
nese capital or infl in Vi ?

tence of satellite Stalinist regimes with
bureaucratic ruling classes placed in
power under the shadow of Russia’s
armies.

More decisive than economic com-
parisons or analogies is the dynamic
of struggle within the Russian Stalin-
ist empire. The struggles of oppressed .
nationalities are increasingly beginning
to undermine the stability of this em-
pire, and opening up the prospect of
massive revolutionary upheavals to
smash the bureaucracy through work-
ing class revolution.

The attitude of socialists toward
these struggles -- in Lithuania, Poland,
Czechoslovakia, and elsewhere - is the
same as our attitude toward national
liberation struggles under capitalism:
P’ ditional support of the right of

Instead of the cartoon on page 7
(showing Mao and Brezhnev serving a
Vietnamese head on a platter to Nixon),
it would have been more accurate to
show Nixon, a giant, attacking a much
smaller person (Vietnam), while two
large people (Russia and China) stand
by saying “Please don’t hurt him,”"

There is also no differentiation
mentioned between the social systems
of the Soviet Union and China. | feel
there are some differences internally;
there is some local control in Chinain
the villages, cooperatives, and factor-
ies, although the major domestic and
foreign policy decisions are made by
the bureaucracy. China has an element
of decentralization, although | feel that
Chinese foreign policy is almost as bad
as the Soviet Union's, The Chinese
rotten foreign policy showed itself
very clearly in East Pakistan and Cey-
lon last year.

The socialist revolution in China
will not be complete until the small
amount of local control is extended
1o the top, so the workers and peasants
also control the major decisions and
eliminate the bureaucracy.

Ron Swanson

A ——— N P I
Finkel Replies

e

Reader Swa overlooks several
points in attemptin argue that
Russia and China are not “imperialist.”
His statement that China “has acquired
no new territory since the Revolution
in 1948 is factually incorrect, since
China took over Tibet in 1958 and im-
posed its own rule over the Tibetan
people.

This, however, is not the decisive
question in any case. Swanson would
certainly agree that the United States
is an imperialist power. But the US -
has gained no new territory since
1949 either! Britain and France, the
other two major capitalist imperialist
powers, have /ost territories during
this period! No Marxist, however,
would argue that they have thereby
ceased to be imperialist. What makes
these countries imperialist is that they
exercize economic and political domi-
nation over other nations.

Neither Russia nor China are capi-
talist imperialist powers, of course. As
for Russia, its rule over Eastern Europe
is based on economic mechanisms
which are weaker than (although simi-
lar to) those of capitalist imperialism,
including exploitative export-import
relationships and use of satellite coun-
tries as cheap sources of materials and
goods. To maintain its empire, the
Russian regime depends heavily on di-
rect military force, and on the exis-

nations to self-determination.

As for China, we have never main-
tained that China is already a full-
fledged imperialist power like the US
or even the USSR. China today has
no far-flung empire or system of
world economic domination. There
is no doubt, however, that China's rul-
ing class aspires to become a world
power.

As James Coleman explained in

Workers' Power No. 53 (*Nixon, Mao

Draw New Lines in Asia”), China and
the US are now collaborating as the
major status quo powers in Asia, each
agreeing not to undermine the other’s
sphere of influence. Having ceased to
act as a junior partner of Russia, Chi-
na is working to carve out an indepen-
dent great-power role for itself. Thus,
China is as much a reactionary barrier
to revolution in Asia as is the Soviet
Union.

Swanson asks “where is the Rus-
sian or Chinese capital or influence in
Vietnam?”* There is no need to look
for “capital” as such, but rather for
the fact that Russia and China have
always subordinated the Vietnamese
revolution and national independence
struggle to their own diplomatic and
class needs.

Thus, Russia supported the liquida-
tion of the Vietnamese Trotskyists
and other revolutionary forces by the
Stalinist Viet Minh in 1945, when
Russia was for a deal with French im-
perialism in Indochina. This serv
two-fold purpose -- advancing Stalin's
immediate counterrevolutionary for-
elgn policy aims and ensuring Stalin-
isth y over the Viet
struggie Moreover, Russia and China
both helped to maneuver the Geneva
sellout of 1954.

In no way have the Soviet Union or
China ever attempted to advance the
independent interests of the Vietna-
mese nation or working class. Nixon's
mining of the harbors of North Viet-
nam and his wholesale bombing cam-
paign were only made possible because
he received the blessings of both Rus-
sia and China.

Finally, Swanson suggests that the
social system in China is “different’”
from that of Russia because of “’local
control” in the villages. But whether
or not this “'local control” is a reality,
it has no effect on the relations of pro-
duction.

The Chinese regime may permit
harmless “participation’’ in village af-
fairs, but it forbids not only workers’ 1
control but even efementary democrat-
ic rights and independent trade unions.

_To say that China is (even partially)

socialist on the basis of village “con-
trol” makes as much sense as saying
that New England is socialist on the
basis of town meetings.m
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Workers’
Power

WE STAND FOR SOCIALISM: the
collective ownership and democratic
control of the economy and the state
by the working class. We stand in op-
position to all forms of class society,
both capitalist and bureaucratic *’Com-
munist,” and in solidarity with the
struggles of all exploited and oppressed
people.

America is faced with a growing cri-
sis: war, racial strife, pollution, urban
decay, and the deterioration of our
standard of living and working condi-
tions. This crisis is built into capital-
ism, an outlived system of private pro-
fit, loi and oppressi The
capitalist ruling class, a tiny minority
that controls the economy and politics
alike, perpetuates its rule by dividing
the working people against each other
— white against black, male against fe-
male, skilled against unskilled, etc. The
result is ever greater social chaos.

Workers’ power is the only alterna-
tive to this crisis. Neither the liberal

Wash., 98105.

nor the conservative wings of the ruling
class have any answers but greater ex-
ploitation. The struggle for workers'
power is already being waged on the
economic level, and the International
Socialists stand in solidarity with these
struggles over wages and working con-
ditions, To further this struggle, we
call for independent rank and file wor-
kers' committees to fight when and
where the unions refuse to fight. But
the struggles of the workers will remain
defensive and open to defeat so long as
they are restricted to economic or in-
dustrial action.

The struggle must become political.
B of its power, the
ruling class also has a monopoly on
political power. It controls the govern-
ment and the political parties that ad-
minister the state. More and more, the
problems we face, such as inflation and
unemployment, are the result of politi-
sal decisions made by that class. The
struggle of the working people will be
deadlocked until the ranks of labor
build a workers’ party and carry the
struggle into the political arena.

The struggle for workers’ power
cannot be won until the working class,
as a whole, controls the government
and the economy democratically. This
requires a revolutionary socialist, work-
ing class party, at the head of a unified

working class. No elite can accomplish
this for the workers.

or can,_any part of the working
class free i at the expense of an-
other. We stand for the liberation of
all opp d | mass organi
tion, armed seff defense and the right

 of self-determination for Blacks, Chica-

nos and all national mlnorltlas,ﬂm Ilbe-

mnose who dare to rebel. The ““Com-

. munist” revolutions in China, Cuba and

North Vietnam, while driylng out US
imperialism, have not brought workers’
power, but a new form of'class society,
ruled by a bureaucratic elite.

Whether capitalist or bureaucratic-
collectivist (’Communist”) in nature,
tha ruling classes of the world fight

ration of from subordit

in society and the home; the organiza-
tion of homosexuals to fight their op-
pression, These struggles are in the in-
terest of the working class as a whole:

Sp ly to maintain their power,
often against each other, always against
the working class and the people.
Through both domestic repression and

‘imperialist intervention (the US in

the bars of racism and male ch

can only prevent the establishment of
workers’ power. Oppressed groups
cannot subordinate their struggle to-
day to the present level of conscious-
ness of white male workers; their in-
! d is y to
the|r fight ior llberatlon But we strive
to unite these struggles in a common

Vi , the USSR in Czechoslovakia),
they perpetuate misery and poverty in
a world of potential peace and plenty.
Socialism — the direct rule of the wor-
king class itself — exists nowhere in the
world today.

We fight for the withdrawal of US
troops from all foreign countries, and
support all struggles for national self-

fight to end human exploitation and
oppression.

The struggle for workers' power is
world-wide. Class oppresslon and ex-

deter i In Vietnam, we sup-
port the victory of the NLF over the
US and its puppets; at the same time,
we stand for revolutionary opposition
bv the working class to the incipient

ploitation is the of
humanity. US corporations plunder
the world’s riches and drive the world’s
people nearer to starvation, while mili-

* tary intervention by the US govern-

ment, serving these corporations, awaits

bur ic ruling class. Only social-
ism, established through world-wide
revolution, can free humanity from ex-
ploitation and oppremon and the only
force ble of is
WORKERS’ POWER.

WORKERS’ POWER
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