Break with Bosses
Labor Needs its

With the presidential elections
only a few weeks away, the fun-
damental bankruptcy of capital-
ist politics is once again coming
out in the wash. The vast major-
ity of Americans will have no
candidates reprasenting their in-
terests in- the 1972 elections.

This majority includes union-
ized and non-unionized workers,
as well as the. black and brown
communities, unemployed, farm-
ers, housewives, and millions of
citizens -- most of whom are
workers too -- squeezed by rising
prices, taxes, and the collpase of
vital services. In 1972 both ma-

jor parties, as well as the Wallace-
ites, stand in reality for an attack
on all sections of the working
class.

This attack includes smashing
isolated strikes, and victimizing
weaker unions and the unorgan-
ized, in order to discipline the
more powerful and better organ-
ized workers, It also includes
worsening conditions for black,
Puerto Rican and Chicano com.-
munities, where unemployment
among youth often exceeds 50
percent.

The Nixon-McGovern Presiden-
tial race is winding down to its
Election Day anti-climax, with a

[Continued on page 4]

Golda Meir calling for reprisals

Sept. 28-0ct.1 , 197

ernment and its allies long to de-
monstrate the depth of their ’hu-
manitarian’’ outrage over the re-
cent deaths of 11 Israeli Olym-
pic athletes and coaches. The
corpses.of Munich were not yet
cold when Israeli planes, to en-
thusiastic international applause,
launched waves of bombing as-
saults in retaliation against so-
called “commando concentration
points.”

. Extensive damage and casual-
ties were allegedly inflicted on

It did not take the Israeli gov-

the guerrillas in these raids. The '

truth, however, is that the Israeli
raids were primarily brutal acts
of revenge -directed against Arab
civilians who bore no responsi-
bility for guerrilla actions any-
where.

Typical was the bombing of
one Lebanese village, reported in
the New York Times of Septem-
ber 10, which destroyed most of
the homes in the village and left
probably scores of civilians dead
- many times the number of Is-
raelis killed at Munich.

"Politics
own Party

This Lebanese village (whose
inhabitants were not even Pales-
tinians) had no guerrilla forces
either inside or nearby. The mes-
sage of lIsraeli revenge, corres-
ponding to its entire history of
retaliation against Arab guerrillas,
is precisely that innocent civil-
ians are a prime target -- that no
one in the Arab countries is to be
safe from.revenge for the actions
of any other Arabs. _

In the Israeli-occupied terri-
tories of Gaza and the West

[Continued on page 14]



I.S. Launches

$15,000 Fund Drive

Karen Kaye

The International Socialists are
launching our second fund drive on
September 27 with the goal of raising
$15,000 by November 22. A year
ago IS members and sympathizers suc-
ceeded in raising $11,063, or $1,063
more than the $10,000 goal of that
first drive.

That money was used for improve-
ments in Workers' Power; equipment
for the national office, educational
conferences, and a travelling organizer.
This year funds are needed for expan:
sion of our activities. A

These include increased travelling
and education, a larger, more efficient
office and office equipment, and staff
for the publication of a theoretical
journal.

The need for expansion represents,
to IS members, one indication of suc-
cess in the early stages of our primary

political task: the re-establishment of °

the link between the struggles of the
working class and the movement and *
tradition of revolutionary democratic
socialism.

This link, which has existed in the

WORKERS'
POWER!
WORKERS

form of revolutionary working class or-

fons in the adh d countries
of the world since the days of Karl
Marx, was severed in the United States
during the reactionary and repressive
era of the 1950's.

During that time the attention of
the world was focussed on the struggle-
between the two great ruling classes
that now exist -- the capitalist class of
the Western countries and the newer
Stalinist bureaucracy of the “Commu-
nist” states.

The possibility of a socialist revolu-
tion from below, created by the work-
ing class in its own name, was nearly
abandoned. Socialist¢ and radicalsre -
coiled from the horror of the degener-
ation of the Russian Revolution into
alliance with the West or, on the other
hand, defended Stalinism as a progres-
sive alternative to capitalism. ;

During this period, the organization
holding the revolutionary socialist
views which the International Social-
ists represent, dwindled to the point
where it existed only as a federation

of scattered groups called the Indepen-
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dent Socialist Clubs {I5U).

‘But with the development of the
Black Power Movement, the radical
student movement and the anti-war
movement in the mid-1960's, interest
in radical ideas on how to achieve so-
cial change spread.

Although these movements flour-

.ished, and conducted many courageous

and militant struggles, they were en-
dangered by their isolation from the
working class. The crisis enmeshing
American capitalism had engendered
social protest movements, but the
working class was still trapped in the
reactionary ideology of the '50's and
faced with increasingly bureaucratic
and conservative union leadership.

An increase in the number of wild-
cat strikes and contract rejections, as
well as the development of a few scat-
tered militant and radical rank and file
caucuses especially among black work-
ers, indicated positive working class re-
sponse to the crisis confronting the
whole society.

But in the absence of a political
working class movement to unify and
take leadership of social protest, many
radicals took a look at hostile "hard
hats” and the Wallace movement and
decided to look elsewhere for the
agency of social change:

The ISC participated in all progres-
sive and radical movements, offering
leadership and criticism from a social-
ist viewpoint, and won respect within
them for its unconditional and active
support, and for its principled stand.
At the same time, we realized that it
was necessary for socialists to take
part in the growing revolt of the rank
and file of the working class.

In the summer of 1969,:members
of ISC’s across the country sent dele-
gates to a convention where the vari-
ous clubs united to form the Interna-
tional Socialists. The convention vot-
ed to begin a program of direct parti-
cipation in working class struggles.

This program is being continued
and expanded today, and along with
the developmentof socialist theory is
the major priofity of this organization,
IS members play active roles in mili-

* “tant rank and;j,;;__le caucuses in impor-
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By now the'isolation of th
ments of the 1960's has indee(ec!'::jv:
their collapse, mostly into the Demo-
cratic Party. But the crisis persists
::md the solution American capitali;m
is attempting is increasingly being d.
rected against the working class. The
imposition of wage controts, the drive
for “productivity” and new attempts
at anti-strike legislation are harsh evi-
dence of this.

As the crisis deepens, the absence
of that link between revolutionary so.
cialism and the working class wil| be-
come increasingly dangerous. The
deep divisions which exist in the work.
ing class along lines of race, athnic
background, skill and sex afford Oppor-
tunities for capitalism to use working
class frustration to pit workers against
each other.

The hesitancy and conservatism of
the trade union bureaucracies and their
desire to maintain peaceful relations
with the employers means that they
cannot be relied upon to lead the fight
against these threats.

This can be accomplished only bya
push from below, through the militant
self-organization of the working class -
to regain democratic control over their
unions and to defend themselves
against the employers; to fight for the
formation of a Labor Party that will
represent their interests; to wage and
join struggles in behalf of all oppressed
people: blacks, ethnic minorities, wo-
men, gays -- and to unite these strug-
gles into the fight for a socialist Amer-
ica and a socialist world. The Interna-
tional Socialists are engaged in this.
struggle.

We urge all readers of Workers'
Power to join us in this effort and at
this time to make a donation to the
fund drive, which will enable us to
continue and expafid these dctivities.n

LallL IOUSTrIg ross the country, jp.
cluding Tea% #8010, telephone
i

[Checks should be made payable to
either Joel Geier or to International
Socialists, and sent to’ 14131 Wood-
ward Avenue, Highland Park, Michi-

.gan 48203.]
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REPRESSION GROWS IN

- CZECHOSLOVAKI

Four years after the. 1968
Prague Spring” presided over
by Alexander Dubcek, his suc-
cessors who rode to power on
Russian tank turrets are still try-
ing vainly' to' “normalize” the
Czechoslovak people.

The Czechoslovak people’s high
hopes that Dubcek’s promises of re-
forms would bring them “‘socialism
with a human face” have made the
return to a hard-line police state all
the more bitter

An apocryphal story is now go-
ing the rounds in Prague: “Is it true
that the Czech people called on the
valiant Red Army to come 1o its as-
sistance?”’ “Yes," goes the reply,
““the call dates from 1938 (when
Hitler occupied Czechoslovakia),
but gould be given a positive response
only in August, 1968."

Unable in any way to solve the
fundamental problems of Czech so-
ciety, the Russian-backed 1 regime of
Gustav Husak is predictably jittery,
It reacts most violently against any
effort to keep alive the hopes of
1968. ;

That is the real “crime’’ with
which 46 citizens, of more than
500 arrested since last November,
have been charged in the nine trials
that occurred during July and Au-
gust.

Husak’s Secret Trials

Last November long-delayed elec-
tions took place -- the first in seven
years. The Czech government was
eager to show that it, like the other
governments in the Russian bloc,
could produce a large turnout and a
vote nearly 100 percent in favor of
its candidates.

At election time a total of 71,000
opposition leaflets were distributed
in the country.” The leaflets remind-
ed citizens of their constitutional
rights to strike names off the-printed
ballot, insert other names, or abstain
from voting,

They also accused the Husak re-
gime of using the elections to con
done the Russian occupation and the
resultant loss of liberties

Shortly thereafter began a wave of
arrests, which, continuing into April,
1972, engulifed more than 500 indivi-
duals. The 46 recently tried have
proudly admitted responsibility for
the leaflets, but deny the charge that
they aimed at “subversion of the so-
cialist system.”

For this attempt to exercize ele-
mentary democratic rights, sentences ’
as high as 6% years were meted out,
The two highest sentences went to
Professor Milan Huebl, once a close
friend of Present Communist Party
first secretary Husak and formerly
rector of the CP college, and to Jaro-
slav Sabata, former secretary of the

age daughter and two sons were con-
demned to 3%, 2/2, and 2 year prison
terms.

Despite the demal by CP secretary
Husak that any “rigged or unlawful
political trials are taking place or be-
ing prepared”’ in Czechoslovakia, these
trials are clearly political. But unlike
the show trials of the 1950's, they are
given almost no publicity at all. Press
announcements are confined to the
charges and the sentences. Admission
to the courtroom has been narrowly
limited.

There was at |east one protest at

the 1950, the defendants have been
unwilling to grovel and recant.

Jiri Pelikan, former head of Czech
radio and television now living in It-
aly, recently wrote to Angela Davis
(see Workers' Power No. 62), calling
on her to tie the demand for the im-
mediate withdrawal of American
troops from Vietnam to the demand

for the immediate withdrawal of Rus-

sian troops from Czechoslovakia,
Davis, however, has been touring
the Soviet Union praising its “Lenin-
ist”’ policy toward national minori-
ties -- a policy from which Lenin

Czechs battle Russian tanks in Prague in 1968

the court house against the virtual
secrecy of the trials by would-be spec-
tators. Some scuffled with the police
as they were being herded away from
the courtroom.

Among those involved were form-
er journalists, a leading nuclear theor-
etician, Pavel Kohout, a prominent
writer, and Dr. Lubos Kohout (not re-
lated), formerly a protessor at the Un-
iversity of Prague. The latter was ar-
rested -- abviously as a warning against
further demonstrations,

These most recent trials are far
from being the first. Thousands of
oppositionists have been arrested
and jailed since Dubcek was deposed
in April, 1869. The Czech Minister
of Justice congratulated himself on
1,800 convictions in 1970 alone.

These trials, also unpublicized,
took place in small towns. But un-

would have recoiled in disgust.

1t Is the duty of all who oppose
imperialism, whether of the US vari-
ety in Vietnam or the Russian vari-
ety in Czechoslovakia, of all who
fight for human freedom to stand
In solidarity with the Czech prison-
ers, The louder the international
protest, the bettér the chance that
further trials may not be held.

The trials are just the tip of the
iceberg. The Czech security police
can simuftaneously monitor 30,000
telephones in Prague alone. Even
reigning bureaucrats are in danger.

The chief of the international sec-
tion of the Central Committee of the
CP was suspended from his post for

six weeks on charges of being in com-

munication with ltalian intelligence,
His regular reports to the Italian CP

- had been intercepted.

BarbaraAiden
Eric Langdon

began, a Czech official stated: “It
really is quiet here now in politics.
The people are no longer thinking
about political controversies, they
are concerned much more now with
their standard of living. That is the
big achievement of Husak. Why
should there be trails to upset this?"

Those new to politics nray not re-
member that Czechoslovakia, unlike
the other countries of eastern Europe,
had a highly sophisticated industry
before World War I1. Since then, un-
der Russian domination, industry has
steadily deteriorated,

Prior to January, 1972, there was
a short-lived aura of benign optimism.
In that month Russian leaders Brezh-
nev and Kossygin paid a visit to Prague.
They bluntly announced that the spec-
ial shipments of Russian wheat, meat,
crude oil, and other raw materials
would cease.

They also revealed that Russian
orders for Czech commodities, such
as locomotives and trolleybuses, de-
livered behind schedule or below
specifications, were being cancelled.
The Czech leaders were pulled up
short,

As in Poland, where official com-
plaints about the “indiscipline”. of
the work force are published in the
CP press, economists in Czechoslo-
vakia are returning to the old recipes
of the pre-Dubcek period to “over-
come"’ work stoppages, slow-downs,
and widespread absenteeism. To no
avail.

Successive purges have had the re-
sult of instilling in the economic hier-
archy such fear of being chargad with
“right opportunist deviations’’ that
no one dares suggest logical solutions
to his superiors.

In the absence of economic solu-
tions, a search for scapegoats is on.
The official journal of the eastern
Siovakian CP, last June 10, devoted
an article “to the way the right-wing
mrillonim duped the people”:

""The pirchase in the west of
computers that the capitallst con-
structors had furnished with pro-
grams incompatible with the forms
of socialist economic management
facllitated the penetration of for-
eign ideologies and illusions into
Czech economic theory and prac-
tice. .. Enterprises wanting to make
maximum use of the imported com-
Pputers then tried to apply programs
inappropriate to our economy; such
enterprises demanded that Czech con-
ditions be modified In a way tbay con-
sidered 'modern and fool, -proof’,

Thus were created conditions favor-
able to the penetration of foreign id-
eologles and illusions into Czech eco-

: nomic theory and practice. "

The ludicrous charge of “revision-
ist computer programs’’ only illus-
trates the poisonous effects of bur-

CP in the city of Brno. Sabata’s teen- like those involved in the trials in A week before the recent trials {Continued on page 14]
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Editorial

[Continued from page 1]

Nixon victory appearing increasingly likely. But regard-
less of the outcome, it is once again clear that the differ-
ences between the parties and the candidates are only dif-
ferences of opinion among various factions of a single po-
litical establishment, responsible to the capitalist ruling
class.

Wage-cutting, simultaneous speedup and layoffs, union-
busting, elimination of unemployment benefits and new
programs to victimize millions who are forced to subsist on

welfare, are on the rise. These measures have the open ap-

proval and sanction of Richard Nixon, who is running for
re-election on the basis of a promise to provide “four more
years'” of higher corporate profits at the expense of work-
ing people, with government intervention to back it up.

But the Democrats too are committed to attacking the
working class - although in a slicker* fashion. Their cur-
rent campaign talk of fighting for the “little people’’ and
ending the tax breaks of the rich are so many empty
words.

Unlike his major rivals within the Democratic Party,
Humphrey, Muskie, and Jackson, George McGovern be-
lieves it is necessary for the Democrats to adopt a pose of
supporting some of the demands raised by various social
protest movements in the last few years,

McGovern struck this pose largely because of the need
to win these protesters back into the Democratic fold -
and to draw on the only possible base of support for his
own candidacy. Since gaining the nomination, McGovern
has dropped most of his radical pose.

While McGovern still promises to end the war in Viet-
nam - a war much of the capitalist class would like to
abandon as unwinnable -- he also promises to maintain
America’s commitments to US business interests abroad,
commitments leading to new wars in Latin America and
the Middle East. No matter who wins, an imperialist for-
eign policy continues.

Where once he embraced the demand for repeal of anti-
abortion laws, he now favors ‘’leaving the matter up to the
states.” His vice-presidential candidate Shriver actively
supports the viciously reactionary so-called “Right to
Life’” movement against women’s right to abortion.

McGovern's program contains not one proposal for end-
ing race oppression in America, nor for the defense of
militant black and brown organizations.

These maneuvers give a clue to the “seriousness” of
McGovern's present claims to lead a ““tax revolt” on behalf
of “little Americans.”” Already he has scaled down his or-
iginal tax proposals (which were inaccurately billed as a
proposal for’‘income redistribution”).

Now he makes appearances before stockbrokers’ organ-'

izations in a desperate attempt to convince the capitalist

-class that he is fiscally “‘responsible.”

It is no wonder that workers approach the elections
with so much cynicism. No matter who wins the election,
taxes will rise -- campaign promises notwithstanding.

No matter who wins, the inevitable squeeze between
corporate profits and the fight of workers to keep up with
inflation will mean new curbs on the right to strike, new
legal limitations on the right of the rank and file to vote
on. contracts, rewards to companies for “productivity’”
measures to speed up work.

Is it any wonder that a third of the electorate does not
voteatall?

It is the historic responsibility of the American labor
movement to produce its own political alternative to these
parties. American workers, by organizing their own polit-
ical party to fight for their own interests, could spearhead
a gigantic upsurge of all oppressed and exploited people in
this country. -

[Continued on page 15]

Workers’ Control
[

The editorial on Chile (Workers'
Power No. 63) claims that Allende’s
“failure to institute workers’ control”
and other revolutionary measures has
demoralized the workers. It is hard
to believe that this failure would up-
set anyone.

Any worker who wants workers’
control will not expect someone else
to institute it for him. He merely
asks that the Allendes don’t try to
crush it.

| suspect that it is the editors of
Workers' Power, not the Chilean
workers, who think of Allende’s re-
fusal as a telling point,

Would they demand that Allende
institute workers’ control? No other
chief of a capitalist state has done so;
no other chief of any state whatsoev-
er has done so. No state has institut-
ed workers’ control.

Workers and their organizations
are so far the only ones capable of
establishing workers’ control.

Even where these workers' organ-
izations went on to estabiish state
power, as say in Russia 1917 and al-
most in Hungary 1956, the relation-
ship was never state (or party) as cre-
ator and factory committees as crea-
ture. Either they grew up side by
side, or state power came from the
latter.

1 hope this is a quibble over phras-
ing, since workers’ control from above
contradicts everything else in the edi-
torial about the need for independent

organization of the cors and strug-
gle by their own means (e.g. workers’
control).

And elsewhere in the same issue,
Algerian autogestion as a phony form
of workers’ control created by the
state is taken to task,

Other contemporary examples of
workers’ control from above -- under-
standing that of course they are re-
sponses to pressure from below -- Swe-
den, Yugoslavia, etc., have in common
with Algeria that none of them are
for real.

David Shoemaker
e —
“Rehabilitation’” (read Torture)
e ————

In Ken Fireman’s article on the
*‘experiment”’ performed on black
syphilis victims (Workers' Power
No. 62), a number of other instanc-
es of medical “‘experimentation” on
minorities and outcast groups, espec-
ially in prisons and state hospitals,
were mentioned.

Workers' Power would perhaps be
interested in the barbaric treatment
in prisons and state hospitals of anoth-
er outcast.group, homosexuals,

Homosexuals usually wind up in
prison by canviction for sex *“crimes”
-- being caught in the act of sex with
a person of the same sex is defined
in most states as “‘gross indecency,"”
a felony.

They reach state hospitals either
on referral from prisons or by com:
mitment by their relatives, who are
taught by society that homosexual-
ity is an "illness” best treated in this
way. Some, believing the same the-
ory, commit themselves.

In state hospitals, sometimes vol-
untarily but more often not, homo-
sexuals are treated by a variety of
"experimental”’ methods. Perhaps
the most inhuman revolve around
the use of electroshock treatment
to associate the "perverted desire
with intense suffering, and so dull
or destroy its expression. In prison,
hi uals are also subjected to
various kinds of discriminatory treat-
ment from segregation on up.

One of the most shocking cases
to come to light recently is that of
B. R. Saville, a 71-year-old prisoner
in the Ohio State Penitentiary. Sa-
ville, a biological hermaphrodite,
served a prison term in the Ohio Wo-
men's Penitentiary for robbery be-
fore World War 11 and was returned
there after the War on conviction of
sex “crimes’’ while in military service.

In 1955, without warning or per-
mission, the Ohio authorities surgi-
cally removed Saville's breasts, after
which Saville was transferred to the
men’s penitentiary. Saville's spirit
remains unbroken, and she states,
| am proud to be considered a gay

* person and shall continue to be one

until the day | die.”

As with Blacks, Chicanos, the men-
tally retarded, and other groups men-
tioned by Fireman, homosexuals are

_ social outcasts usually with few legal

or family resources to protect them.
This is the reason that state authori-
ties are able to get away with tortur-
ing their minds and bodies, naturally
in the name of science and rehabili-

tation.
i Chris Winslow

CWORKRERDETUN I



Legislative attack on farmworkers™
extended to California

The United Farm Workers Union,
under attack from repressive anti-un-
ion legislation in several states, now
faces a similar challenge in California,
the union’s base of operations.

The basis of the attack is Proposi-
tion 22, the "Agricultural Labor Rela-
tions” initiative, which California vot-
ers will vote on in November,

This initiative, similar to laws enact-
ed in several other states, would if .
passed outlaw specified types of strikes,
picketing and boycotts in the farm in-
dustry. It would also create a board
having the power to certify unions as
bargaining agents for workers.

At a recent AFL-CIO State Con-
vention in Lo$ Angeles, UFW Director
Cesar Chavez called for a coalition of
organized labor to defeat the initiative
at the polls.

“This dastardly act, if adopted,
will spread like a disease throughout
the labor mavement," Chavez said.

"If this passes, youwill be next."

"We are the weakest link, if they
break that link all of you will suffer,
Either we win - we defeat Proposi-
tion 22 - or we don't have a union." /

Mississippi woodcutters elect
new, integrated union leadership

Members of the Gulfcoast Pulp-
wood Association in Mississippi have
voted their old president out of of-
fice, and elected a-new leadership of
three blacks and three whites, as the
result of a fight which the new offi-
cers say was over internal democracy
and racism. :

The GPA was the union which or-
ganized a successful strike earlier this
year against Pulp’'companies in Missis-
sippi, by overcoming the racism which
had divided workers and defeated all
previous attempts to win workers’ de-
mands,

The August election saw Fred Wal-
ters, a 57-year-old woodcutter, defeat

* James Simmons for the GPA presiden-

cy. Simmons had been president since
the association was founded several
years ago.

Walters said the dispute in the as-
sociation had come to a head this sum-
mer when Simmons demanded a change
in the by-laws which would have made
him chairman for life.

“He (Simmons) has repeatedly
stated that blacks could not play a
leadership role, that they were not
smart enough, and they would scare
Ooff whites -- even though the GPA
is 80 percent black," said Walters,

The newly installed, inter-racial
leadership pledged to continue pro-
grams to establish cooperatives for
woodcutters’ tools and supplies, and
to press organizing efforts for new "
local chapters in Mississippi and Ala-
bama.

Union organizer murdered by
hospital rent-a-cop in Philadelphia

e S

A union organizer working on a
drive to unionize hospital employees
in Philadelphia was murdered on Au-
gust 29 by a private security guard
outside a hospital.

The slain organizer, Norman Ray-
mond, worked for Local 1199-C of
the National Union of Hospital and
Nursing Home Employees. Local
1199-C had been conducting an or-
ganizing drive among hospital work-
ers in Philadelphia for the past year.

Raymond was killed outside Me-
tropolitan Hospital, where'he was ob-
serving truck deliveries to determine
if scab shipments of laundry work
were being delivered to the hospital,

The guard who killed Raymond
claimed that the organizer had ap-
proached him with a knife, although
no weapon was found on Raymeond's
body. 3

The District Attorney has refused
to bring any charges against the guard
who killed Raymond.

In response to the killing, 500 peo-
ple marched on City Hall in Philadei-
phia to protest the murder on Aug. 30.

Local 1199-C was finally recog-
nized as the bargaining agent for work-
ers by Metropolitan Hospital three
days after Raymond'’s death. The un-
ion had won a representation élection
there last year, but the hospital had
stalled on final recognition.

Chrysler disguises speedup with
“"Job Enrichment’” program

In a year when “productivity’* has
become a watchword for profit-hungry
corporations, and which has seen nu-
merous strikes across the country
launched by angry workers against de-
teriorating working conditions, both
management and big labor leaders are

maneuvering to maintain their public i

image on this gut issue.

Chrysler Corp., in particular, has
been promoting its "Job Enrichment"
program, supposedly a series of uni-
lateral company moves designed to
make life more bearable for workers
on the assembly lines.

The UAW leadership, stung by the
publicity Chrysler has received around
this program in Detroit newspapers,
and casting a nervous eye to next year's

ional gotiations, has
fired back with a statement question-
ing the validity and worth of “’Job En-
rich . and challenging Chrysler
to enter into negotiations around “hu-
manization of the workplace.”

The charges were made in a letter
from UAW International Vice-Presi-
dent Douglas Fraser to Chrysler’s di-
rector of industrial relations, William
Bavinger.. The letter was made public
by:the union, )

Praser charged that “if (Chrysler’s)
unilateral experiments have produced
any kind of meaningful change . . it is
undoubtedly the most secret and well-
hiden revolution ever to occur in the
Chrysler plants. We have a feeling it is
also a secret to the workers who are al-
legedly involved.”

Fraser went on to assert that all of
the basic reasons for boredom and al-
ienation on the assembly line have
been unaffected by Chrysler's much-
publicized program, and added a de-

fense of the-UAW(’s record in improv-
ing working conditians.

Fraser ended by challenging Chry-
sler to joint negotiations, and added
that if such discussions did not take
place, “we hereby provide: you with
notice that we intend to make this a
collective bargaining demand in our
1973 negotiations.”

Doug Fraser

Airline collusion subsidizes
Northwest’s union-busting efforts

A mutual-assistance agreement be-
tween several airlines, calling for open
cash handouts from other airlines to

any airline struck by its workers, has
brought negotiations between North-
west Airlins and the Air Line Pilots
Association (ALPA) to a complete

. deadlock.

The ALPA struck Northwest on
June 30, after union employees had
worked for 14 months without a
contract. As the strike enters its third
month, negotiations have reached an
impasse because of Northwest's refus-
al to compromise on key issues.

The reason for the airline’s intransi-
gence is simple. Northwest received a
monthly cash payment, coughed up by
other airlines, which in July alone to-
talled over $8 million. In short, North-
west is able to turn a healthy profit ev-
en though their operations are ground-
ed.

In 1970, when Northwest was
struck for months by the Railway &
Airline Clerks union, the airline col-
lected a total of $48 million from nine
other airlines.

Northwest showed a profit in 1970
of $22 million, even though the year
was generally a bad one for the airline
industry, and many of the airlines who
contributed to Northwest showed loss-
es on the year. g

The ALPA says that airlines have
paid each other a total of $190 mil-
lion since the mutual aid pact was
dreamed up in 1958. Northwest has
been the main beneficiary, since it has
had more strikes than any other airline
in the past 10 years.

Black women lead strike against
racism at Foremost-McKesson

Workers at the Foremost-McKesson
Co. computer services center walked
out on strike September 8 after one
shop steward was fired and another
worker suspended.

The steward, a black woman, had
earlier tried to obtain a computer op-
erator trainee job, for which she had
proper seniority,

Soon afterward, the company used
a phony excuse (not-having a “bona-
fide" doctor’s note to cover a day’s
absence} to fire the woman. A strike
was launched by workers in response.

The leading role in the strike is be-
ing played by black women, although
all workers at Foremost-McKesson are
supporting the walkout.

The workers are attempting to
build community support for the
strike. On September 12, some 75 to
100 people (mainly blacks from the
Black Panther Party) joined the picket
line and held a press conference.

At the press conference, a boycott
of Foremost-McKesson products was
announced. The company distributes
a wide variety of consumer products.
on the West Coast, especially Fore-
most dairy products,

As we go to press, the strikers are
facing an injunction and the further
continuation of the strike is uncertain,
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New
ork

William Jackson

The news in New York City is that
there wiil be no teachers’ strike this
vear, nor for the next three years.

The United Federation of Teachers
{UFT) - the main force behind the
{eadership of the national teachers’ un-
ion -- has “‘won”’ a contract in last-min-
ute negotiations with the Board of Ed-
ucation. :

This, at least, is the claim of the
UFT President, Albert Shanker, who
has yet to produce a copy of the con-
tract or present it for ratification,

New York, like many other cities,
is going through a “productivity drive’"
(see the article by Diana Olivieri in
Workers' Power No. 62).

This assauit on public employees is’
also an attack on all who “‘benefit”
from public services; school children,
subway riders, welfare recipients, and
everybody else. This especially injures
black and Spanish-speaking workers,
parents, and children.

The central Board of Education was
clearly on the attack during these nego-
tiations. Its proposals would have in-
creased class size; taken away teachers’
freedom during “preparation periods’’;
lessened job security in several ways;
increased non-teaching time for teach-
ers; lengthened the school day for
school workers.

The Board also offered a tiny in-
crease in salary, amounting to a de fac-
to cut due to inflation.

The Board hoped to get away with
this attack on school workers and stu-

dents by the dirty game of playing the
teachers off against the black and Puer-
to Rican communities. Both the lead-
ers of the communities.and the leaders
of the UFT played right into the hands
of the Board.

Last year a huge school budget cut
was restored by the mere threat of a
mass school closing and demonstration
by both the union and all the thirty-
one local school boards. This time it
was divide-and-conquer all the way.

The local school boards - black,
brown, and white -- all sat on the cen-
tral Board's side of the bargaining ta-
ble. They accepted their role as part
of “management.”

They accepted the idea that the
teachers are their “enemy” and the cen-
tral bureaucracy is the “friend.” The
more “militant’ community groups at-
tacked the Board for not being “hard
enough’’ on the teachers’ union.

The local boards were preparing
to break any possible strike. The
goal of these community groups is
at most to replace the Board of Ed-
ucation so that they will become
the new bosses over the teachers
and other school workers. :

The idea of “community control”
of the schools once represented in
New York City a real movement of
black people fighting te control an
aspect of their lives. That movement
was broken in the racist 1968 teach-
ers’ strike.

Now, ""community control” is a
slogan mostly used by those who
make a living from the "“education”
bureaucracy or the “poverty” agen-
cies,

The equally bankrupt UFT leader-
ship of Albert Shanker also made no
attempt at united action - gven
though it recently gained the added

Chicano Furniture Workers

Strike Against Wa

On Monday, August 21, a small but
historic action took place outside the
Los Angeles convention center, where
3,000 delegates to the California AFL-
CIO convention were mesting. As the
delegates returned from lunch they
were met by a demonstration of 500
Chicano furniture workers asking that
the convention "“take a strong stand
against Wage Controls, a stand which

- is to be carried out in'determined and
unwavering political action.”

The leaflet distributed by the work-
ers described their action and their pur-
pose. Itread in part: i

This is a one
day political strike . .. Today we
closed down six manufacturing com- -
Ppanies in protest of the government's

ic policies which benefit the
rich and powertul corporstions at the
expense of the entire Working Class.

“The Democratic Party passed this
anti-labor legislation and the Republi-
can Party has put it into effect ., , . If
the politicians prefer to cater to the in-
terests of the rich, we, the Working
Class, must take up the fight on our
own and take it directly to where it
hurts the bosses - to the point of pro-
duc'grbn.

The government's wage controls
that limit our incomes hit us particu-
larly hard since our wages are low to
begin with and we do not have the or-
ganizational strength of the big unions
in basic industries. If our wages are al-
lowed to be kept low, the wages of all
workers will remain low also, In order
to struggle successfully for decent
wage increases we need the support of
all workers in all industries and in all
the Unions."

These 500 workers from small shops

in a half-organized industry showed
that the inaction of the AFL-CIO “la-
bor statesmen” is not a “responsible’
or "prudent’’ course, but results from
the stagnation of a labor officialdom
grown fat and bankrupt on their privi-
leges and their golf games with the em-
ployers. 2

During the week before the action

" rank and file committees met to discuss

and plan the demonstration. Leaflets
were written and detailed plans made
since 500 workers from six widely scat-
tered plants were to walk out together
just before lunch and gather at the con-
vention. On Monday morning leaflets
from the rank and file committee were
distributed to the workers annou ncing
final plans.

Simultaneousty the employers were
notified by.hand delivered letter that

strength of a merged statewide feder-
ation of teachers. Instead it raised
loud demands for cops in the schools,

The UFT called for keeping the
rigid licensing requirements which -
stand in the way of hiring many
more black or Spanish-speaking (*'bi-
lingual”) teachers (although all teach-
ers know how meaningless are those
stupid license requirements).

The union continued its opposi-
tion to all attempts to give the.com-
munity or students any real control
of the schools, It dropped all de-
mands for improving the quality of
education, )

Although the issues in these nego-
tiations were quite different from
those of 1968, the union bureaucracy
has continued the same general poli-
cies which led to the reactionary
1968 strike,

These policies had greatly weak-

i

ge Controls ......

Chapter 5 of the California State Labor
Code prohibits any attempt to “coerce
or influence or attempt to influence
his employees by means of threat of
discharge to adopt or follow or refrain
from adopting or following any parti-
cular course or line of political action.”
The letter was signed by the Labor
Committee of La Raza Unida Party,.
with which several of the leading rank
and filers are associated. This use of
the Labor Code, backed up by clearly
demonstrated rank and file organiza-
tion and unity, has prevented any sub-
sequent reprisals by the employers.

The action of the furniture workers
has demonstrated the power of rank
and file organization, from the bottom
up, to build a'struggle which can solve
the problems of the workers of this
country.
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ened the union, Remembering the
bitterness of the 1968 strike, teach-
ers were in no mood for a repeat.
We knew that the Puerto Rican and
black parents were unsympathetic
to any strike.

The union leadership also knew
this. Instead of preparing the ranks
for a battle against the Board's at-
tack, Shanker kept on declaring that
astrike would be a “disaster.”

Although a strike was unlikely, it
was necessary to be prepared in the
event that one happened. For this
reason, a committee was formed by
the Puerto Rican Socialist Party
(PSP, formerly MPI), teacher mem-
bers of the International Socialists,
members of the Progressive Labor
Party, and members of a few radical
teacher groups.

United Front Program

This united front endorsed a posi-
tion paper on the possible strike. Af-
ter criticizing the UFT leadership's
policies, the position paper stated:

“Nevertheless, we give support to
this strike, in spite of our severe crit-
icisms of its leadership'and their pol-
icies. This strike is different from
the 1968 strike.

“That was to maintain the power
of the central Board over teachers as
against the black and Puerto Rican
local boards. This strike is basicall, y
to defend the interests of teachers
and paraprofessionals.”

The paper also criticized the com-
munity leaderships and then declared:
"We believe that a coalition should be
formed between the teachers and para-
professionals, black and brown com-
munity organizations, all local boards,
older students, and public employee
unions and other unions.

" "It should be prepared to deman-
strate, strike, occupy the schools
flocking out supervisors), and gener-
ally raise hell (city-wide and state-
wide and even nation-wide), until it:

*forces the state and national leg-
islatures to greatly increase funds for
the schools (by taxing the rich and
ending the war);

“forces the hiring of thousands of
new New York City teachers, includ-
ing bi-lingual teachers;

*forces the building of several hun-
dred new buildings;

*wins democratic control over the
schools by parents, older students,
and school workers together;

“smashes the anti-strike Taylor
Law (if one union is penalized, every-
one else should strike/;

*provides physical protection for
schaol employees and stiidents (part-
ly by hiring more community aides,
but even more by creating a new, nori-

Jhostiie atmosphere in the schools and
neighborhoods). ¥

"We do not expect the union lead-
ership and community leadership to
change their approaches quickiy or
easily. Therefore we are starting right
now to build an on:going coalition of
militant teachers, paraprofessionals,
| parents, students, and black and Puerto

Rican organizations.
“We will call. demonstrations and

_ mass rallies to support our program.

We will go to union meetings and to
local school board meetings and to
parent meetings to urge that our pro-
gram be adopted.

We will oppose breaking this
strike; but while we will support the
strike, we will support it in our way, "

The contract Shanker finally
claims to have received - with no
strike -- is a sorry one, reflecting the
conditions under which it was nego-
tiated,

Shanker’s main claim was that he
had beaten the Board's attempt to
worsen working conditions, He ad-
mitted that he had won nothing new,
however -- this in the situation of a
decaying school system!

However, the real secret of the al-
leged new contract is that jt /s being
paid for by mass firing of teachers,

10 percent of last year's staff.

The New York Post severely un-
derstated the situation when it report-
ed “There are . . . few beginning teach-
ers being hired this year because of
the city’s fiscal crisis (Sept. 8)." ‘Ac-
tually many teachers are being dis-
missed at every school all over the
city. N

Last year 7,000 teachers lost their
jobs. This contract gives no protec-
tion against layoffs due to shortages
of funds, except that they be done in
order of seniority,

This means that all remaining teach-
ers must fear for their job security.
Also class size will now have to go up.
It is interesting to remember that the
1968 strike, according to Shanker and
the various “'left-wing" supporters of
that strike, was supposed to be for pro-
tection of job security! J

The only alleged gains of the set-
tlement are that a new teacher now
has to wait only three years for ten-
ure instead of the statewide five years;
also daily substitutes will get some
rights which had been denied them,

It is also worth noting that the
number of school “security guards’’
has been increased from 200 to 450,
In addition, 1,200 non-professional -
“safety personnel’” will be hired from
the communities -- an “improvement”
only by comparison to Shanker's or-
iginal demand for more cops.

Work, No Contract?

A full week after the settlement
was announced, it has still not been
produced in writing. Late word has
it that in fact there is no contract --
that Shanker, who publicaily vowed
‘'no contract, no 'work,"” privately
agreed 1o send the teachers back to
work with no contract under a false
pretext while continuing secret nego-
tiations, t

" While the UFT misleaders dot the
/s and cross the t's.of their seliout,
New York teachers are unable to file
grievances and are working without
contract protections of any kind.

I.S. members and others in the un-
ited front coalition continue to work
for the program we advanced during
the negotiations.m

(William Jackson is a New York
City teacher and member of the In-
ternational Socialists.]

Detroit

James Arthur

Teachers in Detroit’s 341 pub-
lic schools, all members of the
Detroit Federation of Teachers,
awaited the first. week in Sep-
tember with a great deal of tre-
pidation. To even the most con-
servative teachers, the Board of
Education’s offer reported by
their union leadership was total-
ly unacceptable. To go to work
under the terms demanded by
the Board of Education (out-
lined below) would have been
tantamount to signing away col-
lective bargaining rights and the
obliteration of almost every pro-
gressive item won in previous
teachers’ contracts.

A work stoppage, on the other
hand, was something for which the un-
ion membership was almost totally un-
prepared. Over the summer the leader-
ship had done nathing to ready the
rank and file of the.union for the bat-
tle they would face. A strike would
also most assuredly have faced a hos-
tile community, to which the press
had constantly been feeding many ac-
cusations about the teachers’ greed.

The teachers’ dilemma can best be
understood by viewing what the union
leadership had reported as the Board
of Education’s first offer.

The teachers would have to agree
to return to the 1970-71 pay sched-
ule, thereby obliterating the minor
pay advance made in the school year
1971-72. In addition, nq pay would
be forthcoming on sick days and holi-
days.

Days when teachers are required to
be in attendance to do the bureaucra-
tic work necessary to run a school -
record days -- would also be worked
without pay.

Preparation periods, for which
teachers had fought hard in the past,
would be no more.

The school day farﬁememary stu-
dents would be cut in M4If with com-
ensurate cuts in the salaries of their
teachers. To top the entire “agree

ment” off, the school board asked
that the union waive collective bar-
gaining for these and and other bud-
getary cuts that would prove neces-
sary, and allow individual principals
the power to fully implement these
measures! ¥

. The entire package would have
spelled catastrophe for the teachers -
and the virtual collapse of public ed-
ucation in Detroit.

. Nonetheless, the Detroit black
and working class communities can
hardly be blamed if they were unsym-

hetic to teachers’ d ds. The
public has been so‘embroiled in the
dispute over the Roth decision (in-
volving the busing of students be-
tween the city and the suburbs) that
they scarcely had time to consider the
problems teachers have under the ex-
isting educational structure.

To compound the problem, the un-
ion made little attempt to.appraise the -
community of the facts to counter the
attacks from the mass media.

Instead of proposing an alliance
with elements of the community for
quality education, the union did noth-
ing, partly in an apparent effort to
withold legitimacy from local com-
munity-school boards.

But when the first day of school
arrived, there was a big sigh of relief
by the teachers, The Executive Board
of the union reported that the Board
of Education had “crumbled,” and of-
fered an acceptable agreement,

The contract was essentially that of
last year with some sizeable chunks
cut away. It gives teachers last year's
salary, but took away a formula which
gave them parity with other districts in
the area. i

Class size remains in the same mud-
died state as last year. A week's “’de-
ferment"’ of teachers’ pay is a stated
possibility within the contract.

There is no assurance that the con-
tract will last the full year. On Aprit
1, the agreement may be abridged by
either party” - except that the union
may not violate it for a higher salary
demand.

This package would ordinarily seal
the doom for the union leadership. It
not only made no advances; it made
significant retreats,

But because of the crisis posed to
the members, it looked like a contract
from God and was enthusiastically
ratified!

One is left with the suspicion that
the Board's "first offer”" was designed
to bring about this reaction.m
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The famous “two-party sys-
tem” in America is really one
" party - the “property party,”
of which the Republicans and
Democrats are merely two com-

peting factions. So declared the

muckracker Ferdinand Lundberg
over 30 years ago, looking at the
American parties with their sub-
servience’ to business and their
domination by the ,super-rich.
This is still true today.

However, muckrakers like Lund-
berg have never fully understood the
relation between the super-rich and
their parties and the government. The
more scientific definition of modern
government is not Lundberg's, but
that of Marx in The Communist Mani-
festo: "The executive of the modern
state is but a committee for managing
the common affairs of the whole bour-
geoisie." :

The government often does favors
for one particular business interest, as
the Nixon Administration, for instance,
did for IT&T (see Workers’ Power No.
54). But more generally, the capitalist
government acts as manager for the en-
tire capitalist class, representing the in-
terests of the capitalist system as a
whole even more than those of any
one section of business. :

The truth of Marx’s definition can
be'seen from the actions of the Presi-
dent in office -- any president, of eith-

- er party. Nixon's “New Economic
Policy” and “Phase I1,” for example,
represent the interests of the capital-
ist class - for limits on wage increases,
for measures to increase productivity

+ increasing the speed and intensity of
work, etc.

At the same time, Nixon's mea-
sures reveal the weakness of govern-
ment regulation in a capitalist econ-
omy. Since the very purpose of his
controls is to increase profits; his Price
Board has made only half-hearted ef-
fortstoc | the big corporations.

In foreign policy too, the President
represents the interests of American
capitalism, and in moments of crisis
the interests of the world capitalist
System as a whole, This can be seen
in any negotiation over tariffs or trade
terms, or in more violent cases as the
President intervenes abroad to protect
American business interests,

Recent examples of intervention,
event before Vietnam, included Presi-
dent Eisenhower sending marines to
Lebanon in 1958; Kennedy's invasion
of the Bay of Pigs in-1961: Johnson's
use of troops to crush a popular insur-

rection in the Dominican Republic in
19665. s

The grander and more solemn fan-

-~

fares are reserved for bigger crises. In
the Marshall Plan following World War
11 and in the long armed confrontation
with the Soviet Union known as the
Cold War, American capitalism rebuilt
the European capitalist economies
which were in danger of collapse.

At the same time, the US extended
an armed shield against the possibility
of capitalist exploitation being replaced
in Europe by Stalinist exploitation.
Whether Republicans or Democrats
held office, the same policy was fol-

- lowed -~ American capitalism defend-

ing the capitalist system as a whole.

In representing capitalist interests
in the world arena, the US president .
does not necessarily speak for a united
capitalist class.” The conflict among
political and business leaders over the
Vietnam war since 1968 represents the
feeling of a large section of business
that a losing war is no benefit to Amer-
ican imperialist interests.

" Other sections of the capitalist!
class, and those responsible for carry-
ing out the war policy, feel that to al-
low a defeat would be a worse loss for
American interests than to fight use-
lessly without winning.

Similarly on the domestic scene the

President has been known to intervene

against the interests of one business
concern for the good of the capitalist
class as a whole. For example, in 1962
President Kennedy used threats to
force US Steel and other steel firms to

ELECTIONS UNDER CAPITALISM,PAl:{T FOUR:
Executive Committee
Of the Ruling Class

withdraw a scheduled price increase.
Similar incidents have accurred be-
fore and since. Kennedy's concern,
however, was not to champion the in-
terests of consumers against the cor-
porations in general - it was to imple-
ment his economic policy, a policy
which attempted to use tax incentives
and other means to stimulate business
activity without too much inflation.
Kennedy favored a policy, in other
words, which benefitted business as a
whole and which took precedence ov-
er the immediate interests of US Steel.

A bigger and more instructive ex-
ample of government intervention is
the New Deal of President Roosevelt.
The R It years are lly
thought of as years of reform. In real-
ity, two quite different kinds of re-
form were involved.

These were years in which labor
unions first won the right to organize.
While Roosevelt sponsored legislation
to legalize unions, the occurred foliow-
ing the explosive upsurge of strikes in
1934, and in an effort to keep it from
becoming even more explosive (see
Warkers’ Power No. 62).

When police shot down strikers at
Republic Steel in 1937, Roosevelt's
comment was, "A plague on both
vour houses." His hope was to keep

.unionism within limits.

At the same time, Roosevelt was
the first president to intervene in the
economy on a large scale. This too

James
Coleman

earned him the reputation of a re-
former, was bitteflyresented by many
conservative businessmen, and fooled
quite a few radicals.’

But the cooler heads knew that
this intervention was necessary to
save a sick capitalist économy; the his-
torian Arthur Schiesinger, a fanatical
admirer of Roosevelt, later wrote that
R It “‘saved capitali from the

- capitalists.”

Another historian, Barton Bern:
stein, has recently showed that an im-
portant section of business leaders:
backed Roosevelt against Hoover in
1932 because the old-fashioned Hoover
refused to use government interven-
tion on a wide scale. n

Thus Roosevelt, like Truman and
Eisenhower in the Cold War, like Ken-
nedy in Cuba and against US Steel,
like Johnson and Nixon in Vietnam
and like Nixon with his NEP, used the
Presidency to promote the interests of
the capitalist system as a whole.

Not all Presidents'see these inter-
ests correctly, of coufse . As already
mentioned, an important section of
capitalist opinion has.long felt that
Johnson and Nixon have not seen
American imperialist.interests.cor-,
rectly in Vietnam.

But, despite the reformers’ hopes,
the basic fact remains that not one

President, in all US history, has car-

ried out.or attempted to carry outa
program which opposed the interests
of the capitalist class jn any impor-
tant way.

Bourgeois Democracy

The “democracy’” which is found
today in the United States and other
capitalist states is referred to by Marx-
ists as bourgeois democracy.”’ The
bo isie are the modern class of
capitalists, owners of the industries
and banks and large-scale employers
of wage labor,

By "bourgeois democracy,” Marx-
ists mean that despite the apparent ~
democracy of frequent elections, etc.,
this system is a mechanism for main-
taining the social power of the bour-
geoisie and managing its affairs.

This is so, first, because the govern-
ment, dominated at every level by the

. rich and their hirelings, acts as a polit-

ical representative of the capitalist
class, while its so-called "regulatory”
agencies and planning bureays actual-
ly function as aids to capitalist eco-
nomic planning.

Second, bourgeois democracy re-
spects and protects private property.
This means that when a worker once

“ steps through the plant gate or office

door, he or she is under the almost
absolute authority of management.
Government intervenes only rarely

{Continued on page 11/
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. On the morning of September
4, 1972, Warren K. Billings died
quietly in a hospital in Redwood
City, California, It was strange-
ly fitting sthat, he should die on
Labor Day, for he had spent six-
ty of his 79 years fighting for
the working class, nearly 25 of
them in prison. .
“'“Victims of one of the most notor-
jous frameups in modern history; Bil-
Iings and his associate Tom Maoriey
had been for 23 years international
symbols of class injustice.

On July 22, 1916, the ““Law and
Order” Committee of the San Fran-
cisco Chamber of Commerce staged
a massive '‘Preparedness Day’’ parade
as a demonstration for militarism and
against labor union “lawlessness”” (em-
ployer code for picketing). Thousands
of non-union employees were forced
to march on pain of dismissal.

At 2:00 p.m., a bomb exploded
in the crowd of spectators, killing 10
people and wounding 40 others.

The makers of the bomb, even its
type and comiposition, will never be
known. The police destroyed or al-
tered all evidence, and didn’t follow
up any eyewitness testimony which
conflicted with the case they manu-
factured against their pre-selected vic-
tims. ;

Within 5 days, 6 people were ar-
rested and charged with a ‘‘red con-
spiracy” to terrorize the people of
California. They were Tom Mooney,
2 leading radical in the Iron Molders
Union and secretary of the Interna-
tional Labor Defense Committee; his
wife Rena, a music teacher; Warren
Billings, president of the local Boot
& Shoe Makers Union; Ed Nolan, a
radical leader of the Machinists; Israel
Weinberg, president of the Jitney Dri-
-vers’ Union; and Belle Lavin, propri-

etor of a boarding house in which a
number of radicals lived.

All six were illegally arrested with-
out warrants and their homes illegally
searched; all were held incommuni-
cado and denied attornies until after
they were indicted.

There was no evidence whatsoever
to connect any of them with the
bombing. Charges against Belle Lavin
were dropped when it became appar-
ent that even the frameup experts of
the D.A.’s office would be unable to
manufacture a case against her, but
the other five were indicted for first
degree murder.

The main target of the prosecu-
tion was Tom Mooney, who had been
a thorn in the side of San Francisco
employers since 1910. Mooney had
been the intended victim of several,
unsuccessful frameup attempts ear-
lier.

_Warren Billings was a close asso-
ciate of Mooney. After graduating
from grammar school in Brooklyn,
he had worked as a shoemaker and
street car conductor. When he land-
ed in California at the age of 19, fie
was on his way to Mexico to join the
revolution there, but stopped to look
for work for awhile.

Billings took the dangerous job of

entering a struck shoe factory as a un-

ion spy among the scabs. He report-
ed to Tom Mooney, who had volun-
teered to aid the shoe workers in or-
ganizing picketing and persuading
scabs to change their ways.

Billings’ first arrest was for “as-
sault” on three company guards dur-
ing the strike. When the judge com-
pared the three six foot guards with
the 5-foot, 4-inch Billings, he threw
the case out of court. Billings had
done three months awaiting trial.

In September, 1913, Billings got
his first taste of the frameup tech-
nique. Engaged by an agent provac-

ateur to carry a suitcase full of dyna-
mite to striking Pacific Gas & Electric
workers in Bacramento, he was arrest-
ed on his arrival by Martin Swanson,
head of the Pinkerton Detective Ag-
ency in San Francisco, - Billings got
two years in Folsom Prison,

On the evening after the Prepar-

. edness Day bombing District Attor-

ney Fickert (who had been elected
by campaign contributions from
PG&E and United Railroad, where
Mooney had led an unsuccessful un-
ionizing drive) secretly appointed
the same Martin Swanson, by this
time the head of PG&E's ““Utilities
Investigation Bureau,” as special in-
vestigator of the bombing.

While Swanson was busy digging
up “witnesses”’ (evé‘rﬁﬁé&whom
was subsequently proved to be a per-
jurer), District Attorney Fickert him-
self had the embarrassment of being
photographed while altering physical
evidence. A prominent banker and
official of the Chamber of Commerce
was assisting him.

The trials were conducted in an
atmosphere of hysteria created by
the District Attorney and the San
Francisco press. Billings, who had
a previous record, was tried first
and got life imprisonment. Mooney,
up next, was sentenced to death.

Rena Mooney and Israel Wein-
berg were acquitted, but immediate-
ly re-arrested on additional murder
charges. But with each successive
trial the defense was discrediting
more of the state’s witnesses and ev-
idence, and producing an incréasing
parade of suppressed evidence and
eyewitnesses who had been told to
’go home" by the police.

Finally, the additional'indictments
against Weinberg and Rena Mooney
were dropped, and Ed Nolan was nev-
er tried at all.

Mooney might have been execut-
ed and Billings forgotten in prison if

Sl e

not for intervention from the inter-
national labor movement. In a mas-
sive display of solidarity, tens of
thousands of Russian workers de-
monstrated for Mooney and Billings
outside the American embassy in
Petrograd. The British Labor Party
and the Netherlands Federation of
Labor demanded a new trial.

The Seattle Central Labor Coun:
cil called a 10-minute general strike
and there was mounting sentiment
for a national general strike and boy-
cott of California products. In an ef-
fort to take some of the heat off, the
governor of Caiifornia commuted
Mooney's sentence to life imprison-
ment.

Mooney and Billings spent the next
23 years entombed in prison. A series
of igns for their freedom were
mounted. Despite the destruction of
every shred of the prosecution’s case,
together with public statements by
both the judge who sentenced Mooney
and the Assistant District Attorney.
who prasecuted Billings that they
should have been acquitted, five suc-
cessive governors of California refused

. to pardon them or further commute

their sentences.

Even after Mooney was pardoned
in 1939, Billings remained in jail for -
nearly a year. - As a second offender,
he couldn’t be pardoned by the gov-
ernor without the consent of the
State Supreme Court.

That consent was being blocked
by Attorney General Earl Warren, a
reactionary Republican who had
been promoted to state office as a
reward for his good work in strike-
breaking as District Attorney of Al-
ameda County. (Warren, an expert
swimmer with the tide, didn’t be-
come a “liberal”. until some years
later.)

Billings was finally released in
1940, with a commutation of sen-
tence rather than a full pardon. -

Billings had not vegetated in pri
son. He had taught himself several .
languages, become an expert corres-
pondence chess player, and secretly
made the tools with which he taught
himself to repair watches.

When Billings left prison, he be-
came a fulltime watchmaker, but
continued his work in defense of
political prisoners and also joined
in prisoner rehabilitation work in
aid of ordinary convicts.

Despite his dislike of the Commu-
nist Party, he served as national chair-
man of a committee to defend Earl
Browder from a phony passport vio-
lation charge.

" In his seventies, Billings continued
to fight. He was one of the most ac-
tive members of the Committee to

' Free Morton Sobell, framed with the

Rosenbergs on espionage charges.

As an officer of the Watchmakers
Union and one of its delegates to the
San Mateo County Central Labor

- Council, He played a leading role in

the campaign which led to that body’s
becoming the first Central Labor
Council in the country to come out
against the Vietnam War,

To his dying day, Billings was
ready to lend his name and aid to
any fight for peace, justice or the
rights of the working class. Although

- he was never a member of any politi-

cal organization, he constantly reaf-
firmed his faith in the ability of the
working class to create a classless
and stateless society.m
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Blood in My Eye by George L.
Jackson, Bantam Books Paperback,
1972. $1.50.

e S e TR T T e,

George Jackson was a black
revolutionary who was murder-
ed by guards at San Quentin Pri-
son in-August, 1971. One year
earlier his younger brother Jona-
than had been gunned down
leading the Marin County jail-
break attempt.

George Jackson had spent 11 years
in California prisons since his convic-
tion for a $70 gas station robbery at
age 18. During his years in prison he
evolved into a dedicated political revo-
lutionary whom the prison system
was determined to exterminate.

At the time of his murder he was
a defendant in the trial of the “'Sole-
dad Brothers"" charged with the ki’llmg
of a San Quentin prison guard (charg-
s on which Fleeta Drumgo and John
Clutchette were acquitted early this
year).

The written legacy of Georgy Jack-
son consists of two small books of let-
ters and essays: Soledad Brother and
the newly published Blood in My Eye.
While armies of academic social scien-
tists every year publish dozens and
hundreds of works of mediocre and
trivial “scholarship,” the black revo-
lutionary had to attempt to compress
his whole world-view, the entire re-
cord of his political development, into
a few hundred pages of manuscript
written in solitary confinement.

Jackson's work would be of inter-
est if only for the circumstances under
which it was written: sittingina
special locked isolation cell, some-
times even with the lock welded shut,
and. . . no one to talk to -- just the

Review:

George

Jackson
-BLOOD
IN MY

EYE

David Finkel

sound of screaming voices, |'m strict-
ly myself, The only friend I had was a
book. Sometimes I'd find myself talk-
ing out foud to the author,"

In fact, however, Blood in My Eye
has a significance far beyond the strug-
dle of an individual revolutionary
against the prison system'’s attempts
at physical and psychological mutila-
tion. Jackson gives a concise and co-
gent presentation of the strategy put
forward by the Black Panther Party
during its “urban guerrilla warfare’’
phase of 1969-70.

In outlining this strategy, the auth-
or enables us to get a close look at the
Panthers’ attempts to work out a the-
ory of revolution in American society,
and the political weaknesses which led
to their collapse.

Black Colony

The Panthers’ conception of black
people in the United States as a “'Black
Colony" whose liberation would be ac-
complished by a separately organized
elite military vanguard, adapting Mao-
ist and Guevarist tactics of guerrilla
warfare to an urban industrial setting,
provided a framework for the develop-
ment of Jackson's ideas

Jackson was a committed support-
er of the Panthers and their leader,
Huey P. Newton. Itis evident from
his writing, however, that he derived
his own conclusions and style from a
careful, independent study of an enot-
mous amount of material covering
widely varied areas of history, philos-
ophy and social theory.

He appears to have read everything
he could lay hands on in prison, from
William Shirer and Wilhelm Reich to
Hegel and Nietzche, and committed
himself to the task of organizing it'in-
to a systematic theory and strategy of
revolution.

In no way can Bload in My Eye be
taken as a finished theoretical state-

ment. Jackson’s ideas were clearly go-
ing through an extremely rapid process
of development. Much of his discus-
sion of fascism, for example, comes
across almost as disjointed sets of frag-
mentary ideas, set down hastily in
first-draft form as the author sensed
the imminence of his assassination.

Nonetheless, this baok is a remark-
able document of a phase in the evolu-
tion of a black revolutionary, an evo-
lution which might have led to revolu-
tionary working class socialism had it
not been cut short.

In working out his ideology, Jack-
son addresses himself to a great many
of the criictal questions facing the
black movement afid all revolutionaries
in this country: the problem of white
racism in America, the problem of re-
sisting repression, the origins and de-
velopment of fascism, the nature of the
American working class, the location
of the center of power in American so-
ciety and how to attack them.

Unfortunately, Jackson’s answers
to these questions are generally incom-
plete, distorted or totally unsatisfac-
tory. Since he was trying to adapt a
guerrillaist theory to an industrial so-
ciety, he spends most of the book dis-
cussing military tactics -- shooting
down police helicopters, destroying
the system’s productive capacity .
through urban civil war, developing
guerrilla super-fighters, and so forth,

In this discussion, carrying the Pan-
thers’ ideology to a logical conclusion,
he brings out the elitist character of
guerrillaism into unusually clear focus:
he sees one of the main strengths of
urban guerrillas as their ability to revo-
lutionize the.masses by provoking mas-
sive state repression against innocent
citizens.

Jackson’s search for a social force
on which to base this utopian strategy
leads directly away from the working
class, although he makes some attempt

to integrate class struggle into his
strategy and even at times implies that
he sees a revolutionary historical po-
tential in the working class.

He regards most of the organized
working class as a “‘pig class” organ-
ized by the “fascists’’ in support of
the system through concessions and
racist ideology. For the most parthe
sees the unions as agencies of the state
to be destroyed. ;

Jackson's treatment of the black
working class consists onlyl of discus-
sing its organization into hlack com-
munes." He had not yet developed
the conception that black workers,
not because of a "colonial ' position
but because of their crucial position
in industry, can play a leading role
in the struggle of the entire working
class.

Fascism

Jackson also attempts to show that
the United States has been a “fascist’’
state for twenty or more years, that
the prosperity, economic centraliza-
tio and political repression following
World War Il reduced the working
class and its “vanguard organizations’’
to complete powerlessness and-co-op-
tation into the system.

In developing this theory, the Pan-
thers made the mistake of generaliz-
ing too broadly from their own repres-
sion (the murder of black militants, af-
ter all, is part and parcel of bourgeois
democracy in America). It was pre-
cisely the post-war prosperity, based
on arms spending and other waste,
that enabled American capitalism to
“solve”” for a period the economic cri-
sis that had given rise to fascist move-
ments.

What followed for the Panthers
from their analysis of the “‘Biack Col-
ony” and “fascism’’ was that the class
struggle was frozen. Their strategy
would be to organize an underground
military structure combined with pro-
grams to “serve the people,” trying to
“‘create the consciousness that comes *
from the introduction of people’s gov-
ernment” through providing commun-
ity services.

Jackson did not foresee that the
Panthers’ tragic degeneration would
be the almost inevitable resultof this
"“dual-level”’ program. Once thfe fa-
cade of military organization
crushed by police murder and discre-
dited in the black community, the
Panthers’ community service programs
became a reformist deadend. Today,
the Panthers’ revolutionary rhetoric is
almost muted, while their real activity
consists of organizing vater registra-
tion drives for the Democratic Party
in California.

Itis impossible for us to know how
Jackson would have reacted to this de-
velopment in the Panthe: s, which had
barely begun to emerge at the time of
his death. We can, however, note the
way in which he attempted to seripus
ly work out the conclusions of the
Panthers’ theory, which he supported,

Also striking is the depth of many
of his insights into the psychology of
the oppressors and the oppressed.
These insights were intensified by the
fact that Jackson observed the work-
ings of this psychology under the most
brutal circumstances. 5

Read in this critical light, Blood in
My Eye takes its place in the extreme-
ly rich tradition of literature produced
by political prisoners throughout the
history of the international movement,
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James Coleman

On September 13 the military
government of Uganda, headed
by General Amin, threatened to
put up to 50,000 ethnic Asians
in concentration camps as of No-
vember 8. .

The order would apply to Ugandan
Asians holding British passports, whom
Amin has ordered to leave Uganda,
but who will not all be able to leave by
that date.

Most Americans never hear of coun-
tries like Uganda except at such mo-
ments - moments of threats to non-
Africans, usually Americans but some-
times others. Then, the American préss
uses such incidents to convince the
public that African political leaders
are incompetent. |

Naturally, the press focuses on
Amin's racist attack on Asians, but
says little about Britain's racist re-
fusal to grant them entry.

In Britain, right-wing politicians
have long attempted to convince
workers that non-white immigrants
are responsible for Britain’s sagging
economy,

Moreover, the press never investi-
gates the incredible poverty of 2 mil-
lion Ugandans. They remain “invisi-
ble,” because they are Africans and
the victims of imperialism rather than
its perpetrators or agents.

Yet, the expulsion of the Asians is
directly connected with the failure of
Uganda.to break free from poverty,
which results from a world market
controlled by the industrialized cap-
italist countries of the West.

For 10 years, since the achievement

- of independence from Britain in 1962,
Uganda has remained locked in eco-
nomic backwardness. its income de-
pends on exports of coffee-and cot-
ton. Both products are sold on the
London market, where prices vary ac-
“cording to supply - so that no matter
how big a crop Uganda produces, the
Price drops accordingly.

Since 1966, Uganda'’s income from
exports has remained at the level of
$125 million a year, despite bigger
EYDpS.

The result is continued poverty .
not only for the farmers who make
up most of Uganda’s population, but

_ for the 200, 000 wage earners, most

of whom work in agricultural proces-
sing industries.

In the meantime, 4 percent of the
Ugandan population owns 80 percent
of the plantations, mines and factor-
ies. The largest industries, import
firms, and banks are British-owned,

Independence in 1962 did not
mean independence from the doubie
grip of agricultural poverty and Bri-
tish ownership. The first president,
Milton Obote, collaborated with the
British. When Uganda continued in
poverty Obote began in 1969 to na-
tionalize some firms, as well as ban-
ning opposition parties to head off
the growing discontent.

Obote still did not dare to attack
British interests too strongly. After
the nationalization announcement
Obote announced an agreement with
the largest British bank for increased
investment -- but his measures antag-
onized Uganda's British-trained army
officers. With-help from British and
Israeli advisers, they overthrew
Obote in early 1971.

At the time, Workers' Power wrote:

"The Army cannot solve Uganda's
problems, or those of other [Afri-
can] states.” (No. 30).

The last 18 months have fulfilled
this unhappy prediction. General
Amin, the new ruler, has failed to

Uganda’s dictator, General Amin

raise Uganda's income or the living
standards of its people. - His order

to expel those Asians who have re-
tained British citizenship, like an ear-
lier expulsion of Israeli technicians,
is an.attempt to focus popular resent-
ment on a scapegoat.

Uganda's Asians came to Afrlca
in the nineteenth and early twenti- .
eth centuries as middle-men for Bri-
tish imperialism. Today they form
a Ugandan middle class. Some are
shopkeepers, others professionals
and businessmen.

They are not the real. owners of
Uganda's backward economy. But
as the visibly well-to-do, and as a ra-
cial minority, they are easy targets.

Amin’s cruel order will solve no
problems for Uganda. At most, it
will let a few well-placed friends of
the generals get their hands on the
Asians’ assets. |t cannot end Ugan-
da's poverty. To do so would re-
quire a takeover of all the British
firms and the larger African capital-
ist enterprises

‘In addition, any serious solution
would require economic an&go!&ti-
cal cooperation first on an East Afri-
can level, then on a continental level.
It would require an end to the white-
dominated, foreign-owned economies
of Southern Africa -- and even this

would only buy breathing space so
long as the world markets remained
dominated by the United States and

. other capitalist states.

These measures could hardly be

- carried out through the present Af-

rican governments, most of which
have long since sold themselves to
one or another imperialist power,
Such policies would require as a pre-
condition revolutionary governments
committed to carrying them out.

Naturally, the United States, Bri-
tain, and the rest, want no part of
such policies.. Any African regime
which even begins to move in such
a direction can expect to face sub-
version from Western states. Amin
is not about to try.

Amin himself cannot last. Ina
few months or a year or two, a new
coup will remove him, the hapless
servant of British imperialism. But
a new coup, or elections such as have
occurred in Ghana in West Africa
since the 1966 coup there, will not
solve things either.

"Independent" Africa, caught in
neo-colonial exploitation, is in for a
period of political instability which
will last until the African working
class is able to spearhead a movement
against neo-colonialism and capital-
ism.a

Elections

{Continued from page 8]

and, in big disputes such as national
strikes, intervenes on the side of man-

agement.

The idea that commerce and indus-
try should niot be under the control of
a tiny class of owners is rejected by
the bourgeois parties, and by all bour-

geois reformers.

Third, while the voters can choose

their government, the bourgeois influ- .

ence over this process is enormous.

We have seen in earlier articles that, by
the time a candidate is selected by one

of the two capitalist parties, he is as
tame as a kitten.
If not, he will find himself with-
- out friends in the press and without
checks in his bank account.
Fourth, while the bourgeoisie re-
gards bourgeois democracy as a good

system for-its purposes, its actual sup-
port for this system melts away when

real threats to capitalist interests ap-
pear.

The bourgeoisie will often live
with the results of a reform election
so long as the "reforms” do not real-

ly threaten capitalist interests. But if
the government does not furnish pro-

==

Rt

tection to capitalist interests at every
level, the capitalists soon begin to
look elsewhere,

For all these reasons, bourgeois de-
mocracy is often referred to by a less
polite name - the dictatorship of the
bourgeoisie. Bourgeois democracy is

' no more nor less than a tool to safe-

guard and carry out the control of so-
cial life at all levels by the capitalist
class. 3

For this reason, it is when this con-
trol is in danger, when social crisis be-
gins to grow, that the bourgeoisie re-
veals how shallow is its commitment

. even to the limited freedoms of bour-

geois democracy.m

[ The final article in this series will
discuss elections and the crisis of capi-
talism.]
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This past summer, the Social-
ist Workers Movement of Ireland
held its national conference in
Dublin. Delegates from the or-
ganization’s various branches as
well as, fraternal delegates from
the International Socialists of
Great Britain and the United
States attended.

The two-day conference dealt with
a broad range of questions facing the
Irish and international socialist move-
ment. The pivot of the discussion, of
course, centered on the tasks of revo-
lutionaries in Ireland today.

At this conference the SWM reaf-
firmed and amplified on its view of
the nature of the coming Irish revolu-*
tion. This view stresses the necessity
of combining the struggle against na-
tional oppression and imperialism
with a workers’ struggle for socialism.

For both wings of the Irish Repub-
lican Army (IRA) - and the grouplets °
clustered around them - the Irish re-
volution will consist of two distinct
and separate stages. Stage one is to
be the “national struggle of all class-
es” for national independence and un-
ity.

Only once the “national’’ goals are

hieved - by some ified means
— will the IRA's hear of organizing the
Irish working class against the Irish
capitalists. On the Irish left today, the
Socialist Workers Movement is the on-
ly group which understands the impos-
sibility of separating the ‘national”’
and the working class goals and which
actively fights to unite them.

For a Socialist Ireland

In Northern Ireland, Great Britain
rules directly. In the South, where
nominal independence from Britain
has been achieved, British imperialism
still rules indirectly, through the

* Lynch government.

This is inevitable given the contin-
ued domination of British capital ov-
er the Irish economy.- Real indepen-
dence from British and world imper-
ialism, therefore, cannot be won un-
il this economic bondage is ended.

This can only be accomplished by
the Irish workers’ movement, North

. and South, expropriating the holdings
of foreign investors and turning them
into the common property of the en-
tire Irish working class.

The various layers of the Irish cap-
italist class and their hangers-on, how-
ever — far from being natural allies,
much less dependable leaders, for
such a movement — are tied hand and
foot to British and world imperialism.

The Irish bourgeoisie depends up-
on foreign investors for the capital
which keeps them going. Ireland’s
Ppetty or would-be capitalists cannot
afford to drive their big brothers out
of Ireland.

Even a purely “native’’ Irish capi-
talism — which exists only as a myth
— would still be at the mercy of the
international market in trade and fi-

————=

hance -- a market which, of course, is
once again controlled by the major
imperialist powers,

Only by building a movemeat firm-
ly based on the working class and wag

ing an p g paign a-
gainst all capitalists, both "native"

~and foreign, can the battle against im-
perialism and for national liberation
be advanced.

As the SWM declares, "/n the pre-
sent period the struggle against na-
tional oppression can only be success-
fully concluded with the coming to
power of the working class, with the
achievement of the dicta torship of
the proletariat." <

While resolutely defending the
Catholic community in the North
from attack, the SWM understands
that the present polarization of the
Ulster working class can only be ov-
ercome by a movement of the en-
tire class against the Irish and British
capitalists,

In the absence of such a movement
and of revolutionary socialist leader-
ship, the only alternative which Protes-
tant workers can see to their current al-
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cal the need to bring working class wo-

ment into the movement, and to bring
the movement to working class wo-
men -- to extend the scope of the
moverent’s concerns to the needs of
working class women.

In its paper, The Worker, as well as
in day-to-day activity, the SWM ad-
dresses such concerns as the fights for
equal pay, for child care, and tenants’
strikes, while explaining the connec-
tions between women'’s exploitation
on the job and their oppression at
home and throughout the society.

Since women compose a signifi-
cant part of the work force in the
low-pay, labor-intensive, foreign-
owned firms, their struggle often em-
bodies the fusion of the national,
working class, and women’s liberation
struggles.

Anti-Labor Offénﬁive

Another session of the conference
dealt with industrial perspectiyes. As
in the United States and the rest of
the capitalist world, the Lynch gov-
ernment is launching a new offensive
against labor.

This offensive includes wage con-
trols, productivity deals and the rest.
And as in the United States, the offi-
cial union leadership is,dging little or

rnothing to organize and fight back.

Like the International Socialists,
the SWM sees as crucial the initiation
and development of rank and file
groups at the work place to fight the
state-employer offensive and ta turn
the unions into democratic and mili-
tant fighting organizations.

Closely bound up with the other.
iscussi Was a ideration of the
state of the Irish economy, especially
the impact which the recent entry of
Great Britain and the Republic into
the Common Market is likely. to have
on Ireland’s workers and small farm-
ers, i

The entry reflects and will.acceler-
ate the integration of the Irish econo-
my into the larger European economy
and the competitive pressures exerted
upon Irish-based firms by those of the
Continent:

The final session of the conference
was devoted to international perspec-
tives. Just as socialist revolution in
Ireland is necessary for the achieve-
ment of national liberty; socialist re-
volution on a world scale will be cru-
cial to the successful building of soci-
alism in Ireland. YR

To that end, the SWM declared it-
self “‘engaged in the struggle for the
creation of a mass working class or-
ganization in Ireland as part of the
fight for a new and genuine Interna-
tional’* and “welcomes and encour-:
ages the development of fraternal
links with other organizations with
this perspective,”

The SWM sees, as preliminary
steps to the formation of a real In-
ternational, ongoing contacts on-an
international level among socialist

d

liance with Protestant and British capi-
talists is absorption into Jack Lynch's
state. This is a state dominated by
“Green’ capitalists and the Catholic
Church, in which the Protestant work-
ers would find themselves both poorer
and a persecuted minority.

All the sessions of the SWM nation-
al conference refiected this understand-
ing. A number of social issues were
discussed which face the Irish working
class and which a socialist movement
will therefore have to confront.

One paper presented, entitled ‘"Wo-
men and Society,” initiated a discus-
sion on the SWM’s role in the struggle
for women'’s liberation: [t point out
that because of the Catholic Church’s
tremendous power in the Irish Repub-
lic, the struggle to obtain elementary
rights like abortion reform, divorce,
and birth control will be especially bjt-
ter and will require an especially pow-
erful movement to succeed,

Thus far, however, the organized
women'’s liberation movement in Ire.
land (as in the US) has failed to reach groups, both in joint discussions as

beyond the middle class to working i well as practical cooperation in strug-
class women. The SWM sees as criti. gle.m

-
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international
report

David Finkel

French CP ends efforts to 'sup-
press revolutionary newspaper

The attempt by the CGT (France's
largest trade union federation, domi-
nated by the Communist Party) to in-
terfere with the distribution of the re-
volutionary socialist newspaper Lutte
QOuvriere seems to have been aban-
doned.

Lutte Ouvriere made it clear that
their supporters in the newspaper dis-
tributors” organization controlled by
the CGT would not be intimidated
into giving up their bi-weekly revolu-
tionary bulletin. This bulletin is one

of many published throughout France

by supporters of Lutte Ouvriere,
. which attacks the bureaucratism and
class collaborationist policies of the
CGT. 3
.After widespread protests from
left groups, and a CGT denial of in-
terference with Lutte Ouvr:ere the
Communist Party paper L ‘Humanite'
openly admitted that on two occa-
sions the newspaper had not been
sent out to the provinces. Since then,
the CP has changed its line and now
denies any interference with the dis-
tribution of Lutte Ouvriere. This is
the CP’s way of retreating without
admitting anything.

T
Popular opposition grows in

Bangla Desh over food crisis
Loaases o S

Reports from Bangla Desh indi-
cate the growth of a popular oppo-
sition
against the growing threat of fa

In the past few weeks prominent
coverage of the food shortage and
economic crisis of the country has
begun to appear in section of the
press, especially in the papers sym-
pathetic to political currents to the
left of the ruling Awami League.

The weekly Holiday of Dacca
makes the assessment that "the ill-
starred Bengali nation is once again
in the grip of a crisis, one whose

magnitude and dimension surpass
anything of this nature in the his-
tory .of this land. In plain words,
there is simply not enough food
for this nation of 75 million."

The social factors behind the food
crisis include the fact that 40 percent
of the peasantry is unemployed .nd
without support. Rising prices have
made.simple items like cloth a luxury
beyond the reach of the masses. At
the same time, accounts of corrup-
tion and fraud inside the government
bureaucracy are widespread.

While every political group, from
the niling Awami League to the far
left, is trying to mobilize support
around the food shortage problem,
the lead has been taken by the veter-
an pro-Maoist mass leader Maulana
Bhashani, whose calls for mass hun-
ger marches have attracted ‘wide sup-
port”, according to Holiday.

Although no organized revolution-
ary vanguard exists in Bangla Desh,
the possibility of a revolutionary cri-
sis developing from the food shortage
cannot be discounted.

There is also the possibility of new
intervention from India, which cannot
be expected to stand by as opposition
forces begin to threaten the stability
of the regime of Mujibur Rahman
{who is currently out of the country
for medical treatment).

Frame-up of Puerto Rican mili-
tant to be appealed in New York

The case of Eduardo Pancho Cruz,

a young Puerto Rican nationalist, will
be appealed in late S b

Charged with posumon of explmrvas
Cruz was sentenced to seven years in a
New York prison early this year.

During his trial, a chemist testified
that none of the substances Pancho
had in his car at the time of arrest were
explosives or used in making explo-
sives. ;

His case is part of the increasing
crackdown by New York police against
Puerto Rican independistas. The judge,
Harold Birns, and the prosecuting attor-
ney, John Fine, are notorious for their

racist appeals and anti-left hysteria.
They have previously tried such cases
as the Tombs Brothers.

Cruz, confined to solitary, has be-
comeblind in one eye. He has also
suffered stomach disorders without
receiving adequate medical care.

Cruz's family, which lives in a pub-
lic housing project, has been harassed
and threatened with eviction,

[To support the defense, write to:
Committee to Defend Eduardo Cruz,
Post Office Box 71, Peck Slip Station
Post Office, New York, NY 10038.]

Andres Figuero Cordero dying
after 18 years in US jails

Andres Figueroa Cordero was one
of the Puerto Rican nationalist mili-
tants who fired on the US Congress in
March, 1954. Faced by the brutality
of US colonialism, he and several oth-
er nationalists carried out their act as
a protest against colonialism and the
repression of the Nationalist Party

After 18 years in US prisons, An-
dres Figueroa Cordero is dying of in-
testinal cancer. The United Front to
Defend Puerto Rican Political Prison-
ers is carrying out a campaign to free
Andres, so that he may spend his last
days with his family and friends.

[For information, write to: Unit-
ed Front to Defend Puerto Rican Po-
litical Prisoners, Box 3, Planetarium
Station, New York, NY 10024.]

Hohsing shortage triggers Turkish-
Dutch race riots in Rotterdam

After two nights of race riots in
Rotterdam in mid-August, authori-
ties in the Netherlands were report-
ed as ““fervently hoping for heavy
rain”’ to prevent further clashes be-
tween Turkish immigrant workers
and Dutch inhabitants of a crowd-
ed residential district.

The tension leading to the riots re-
sulted from housing shartages. Dutch
and Trukish !enarmwmrds be-
gan forcing each other out of houses,
culminating in an incident in which a
group of Dutch people forced their
way into a Turkish boarding house
and threw the furniture into the
street.

The number of immigrant workers
from Turkey, Spain, Morocco, Yugo-
slavia, and other.economically de-
pressed countries in Holland number

. about 60,000. Isolated from the na-

tive population by racism and language
barriers, they are usually concentrated

in poorer parts of the major cities and
towns. .

While the government prays for
rain as its solution to the racial con-
flict, a "socialist"-led Dutch trade un-
ion federation (the NVV) has adopted
a violently chauvinist and racist stance,
Calling for barriers on immigration,
the union demanded that *'in admit-
ting foreign workers the effects on a
district or city, and also its effect on
the country as a whole, should be tak-
en into account.”

It is not only in the US that racial
and national minorities are “not want-
ed" on the same street with the whites.

Capitalist coalition may be ousted
by Austalian Labor Party

After 23 years of conservative gov-
ernment, Australia seems likely to
elect a Labor government in the com-
ing elections, The election date will
be in late October or November.

Campaigning under the slogan "It's
Time,” the Australian Labor Party
(ALP) has a lot of appeal to the ma-
jority of Australians, who feel that it
is indeed time for social change. . -

Labor’s leaders, however, mdy
mean that it's time the ALP gota
chance to show how skillfully it can
run capitalism, and defuse working
class militancy and social unvest. A
significant section of the business
community is willing to give it the
chance.

The government, a coalition of
the Liberal and Country parties, is
split over protective tariff policies
which anger powerful wool and min-
ing interests, and over the role played
by American and other foreign com-
panies in the Australian economy. It
is also saddled with a ludicrously in-
competent prime minister, William
(“‘Big Ears"') McMahon.

Labor on its side must dulwllﬁ
its Socialist Left faction, which re-
minds party leaders of the commit-
ments to the trade unions and to so-
cial movements, and with the cam-
paign of draft resister Barry Johnston,
ALP candidate for federal parfiament.
Johnston evades police and addresses
meetings by tape recorder.

Labor will be hard to defeat, es-
pecially since many Australians have
never known a Labor government.
The strike-breaking policies of the
post-war Chifley government are long
forgotten, and illusions are very wide-
spread about what the ALP would do
in power.

Socialists in Australia are suppors-
ing Labor as the mass party of the
working class, but waming that only
a determined struggle can force it S0
carry through more than bh- "
forms.

[Thanks.to Ron Flaherty for this
item.]
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[Continued from page 1]

Bank, the calculated destruction of
Arab homes and villages occupied by
non-combatants has been standard
Practice in response to any acts of ter-
rorism or even peaceful political resis-
tance by the Arab population. In ad-
adition, further reprisals over the
Munich incident have been promised
for the future, : :

Then, when the United Nations Se-
curity Council met to discuss the usual
meaningless motion against these raids,
it was the United States which used its
veto power to defeat the resolution.
With this gesture the US indicated its
willingness, shared by Richard Nixon
and George McGovern alike, to back
up any action Israel might take with
all palitical and military support neces-
sary.

The kidnapping of the Israeli hos-
tages and the Israeli reprisals had in
common that they both involved the
victimization of civilians not involved
in any of the contending governments
or military combatants in the Middle
East.: It is therefore easy to equate the
two acts and issue simple condemna-
tions of both sides. .

But this substitute for a political
analysis of the actions overlooks the
much more important differences be-
tween the actions of Israel and the
guerrillas.

Terrorism vs. Mass Murder

First, the actions themselves were
different. The Black September guer-
rillas attempted to take hostages to ac-
complish a definite military objective:
the freeing of guerrillas and other Pa-
lestinians held as political prisoners in
Israeli jails,

' This attempt was a futile and suici-
dal one, given the relationship of forc-
&s and the complete absence of either
an active mass movement of Palestin-
ian Arabs or an anti-Zionist struggle in
Israel at this juncture, Nonetheless,
the guerrillas’ attempt to free their im-
peisoned brothers and sisters /n and of
itself cannot be condemned {a discus-
sion of the political bankruptcy of the
guerrilla strategy, which is the real is-
sue, is outlined below).

The Israeli hostages at the airport
were killed (the exact sequence of
events remains unknown but makes
little difference) during a gun-battle in
which 150 German police were wiping
out the eight guerrillas,

Essentially what happened, then, is
that the hostages died in a crossfire af-
ter the Israeli and West German govern-

- ments had determined that no conces-
sions were to be made under any cir-
cumstances. The killing was not the
guerrillas’ objective,

The Israeli reprisal, however, con-
sisted of a deliberate destruction of
Arab villages and killing of inhabitants,
This is a simple act of mass murder.

If 8 comparison is needed, the Is-
raeli acti ot be pared with
the acts of the guerriilas at Munich, but
rather with the massacre of Israeli Civ-
ilians and tourists at the Lydda airport
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by the ’Popular Front for the Libera-
tion of Palestine in May. These are
the depths to which Israel has descend-
ed, though not for the first time.

The deeper and more important dis-
tinction, however, lies in the character
of the forces involved. Israel’s actions
are those of an established state, com-
plete with a full military and police ap-
paratus,

The Israeli government stands be-
fore the world wrapped in the legiti-
macy accorded to any official state.
This Zionist state, whose existence

mass movement -- express the state of
defeat, despair and demoralization to
which most of the Palestinian masses

have been reduced.

_LCrushed between Israel and the
Arab regimes, both of which aim tc
exterminate them, the guerrillas are
only able to serve notice on all parties
that they cannot be wiped out without
a struggle and a heavy price.

In short, the Israeli government re-
presents the state apparatus of a victor-
ious oppressor nation; the:guerrillas re-
present the tragically distorted-strug-

Syrian village of Al Hammeh in ruins after Israeli raid

rests on the expulsion and expropria-
tion of another nation - the Palestin-
ian Arabs -- carries out a calculated,
premeditated strategy of terror against
an oppressed and disfranchised popu-
lation. i

The guerrillas represent neither a
state nor an apparatus. Their actions
are areflection of the oppression of
the Palestinians and the crushing of
their national liberation movement
during the Jordan Civil War in 1970
{from which the Black September
group takes its name).

Their desperate attempts to employ
terrorist methods - not as'an adjunct
to, but Tather as a substitute for, a

Labor
Party

[Continued from page 1]

The building of an independent
labor party in the United States, in
-collaboration with movements of the
oppressed, would be the' greatest step

forward' for the American working
class since the struggles of the 1930's
which built the CIO.

As a political weapon of the labor
movement, such a party would pro-

gle of a defeated and victimized peo-
ple.

To say this is not, however, to give
political support to the Black Septem-
ber commandos and their actions. In, .
the context of revolutionary opposi-
tion to Zionism, it remains necessary
to make a sober assessment of the mo-
tivation and the effects of these ac-

tions. :

The military objective ol¥ceeing
imprisoned guerrillas, though legiti-
mate, was fundamentally.a hopeless
one. To accomplish this objective
would require an alliance between a-
massive new Palestinian liberation
movement and an-internationalist Is-

vide an alternative to the Democrats’
and Republicans’ electoral shell game,
But its significance would go far be-
yond the electoral arena. It would
be a political force to defend workers
in all their struggles.

And all movements of the oppressed,
as well as every section of the popula-
tion suffering from the decay of this
capitalist system, would look to a
working class party as their ally, as
they looked to the CIO in the 1930's.

The formation of a labor party is
not only a historic need; but the ur-
gent need of today. Another four
years under: the government of ejther
the Democrats or the Republicans will
only worsen the position of the US
working class.

The real tragedy of the 1972 elec-
tions is that no such independent par-

 Palestinians in the past). This new war,

. would be thoroughly reactionary on

.- guerrillas are pursuing policies which

“ to Nixon. The call for independent

raeli working class - neither of which
are in existence today,

The guerrillas, whose actions were
carefully planned and calculated, must
have had a palitical as well as military
goal. Italso seems clear that the guer-
rilla leaders must have foreseen the re-
sults of their actions - that the kidnap-
ping of athletes at the Olympic Games
would result not only in a wave of
chauvinist hysteria inside Israel, but
also in the greatest possible degree of
sympathy all over the world for Israel’s
retaliation against "'international out-
laws."

Indeed, it appears that the leaders
of Black September not only foresaw
but calculated on this result. This is
the key to the reactionary character
of their long-term strategy.

Reactionary Strategy

In the absence of any mass Pales-
tinian movement or any strategy for
building one, the objective of the ter-
rorists seems to be to provoke the
conditions that will lead to a new war
in the Middle East between. Israel and
the Arab regimes (the same regimes
which have consistently sold out the

like the six-day war in 1967 in which
Israel seized controlof new lands,

bath sides.

In this war, which is eventually in-
evitable in the absence of a revolution-
ary solution, Israel wilt be fighting for
the seizure of further land and probab-
ly at the final extermination of the
Palestinians. The Arab states on their
side will seek to exterminate the lsra-
eli Jews as a people, for the purpose of
their own territorial aggrandizement,

These arethe opposite of the objec-
tives publically avowed by the guer-
rilla organization in 1969 and 1970,
yet they now apparently see such a
new war as the only way out. No
more bankrupt or counter-revolution-
ary strategy could be devised.

At a time when the Zionist regime
and the remnants of the Palestinian

can'leadonly to fresh catastrophies, it
is all the more urgent that the Pales-
tinian and Israeli masses find new
roads to struggle for their real inter-
ests, it

The ion of a revol Y
internationalist political vanguard, unit-
ing Arab and Jewish revolutionaries

d a program for a socialist Mid-

dle East and the right of self-determin-
ation for both Jewish Israelis and the
Palestinians, is a crucial pressing task.m

ty of the working class exists today.
The top AFL-CIO officials’ refusal to
endorse McGovern'is unfortunately
not a step in this direction. It repre-
sents only their anger at the Demo-
crats’ refusal to choose a more con-
servative candidate and their own loss
of power inside'the Democratic Party.
Militants.in'the trade unions as
well as in the'minority'communities
can begin now te help break the illu-
sions of most workers and oppressed,
who believe that the Democrats are a
“lesser evil” or a positive alternative

political action by labor, for an inde-
pendent party of labor and the op-
pressed, should be raised in every un-
ion. A rank and file movement must
be built today.to carry forward the
fight far'such a party.m

e
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Repression

[Continued from page 3]

eaucratic intervention into every as-
pect of scientific and economic work,

It is not just economists who are
being purged. In every office, facto-
ry, school, university, and research
facility, everyone must fill out a “'fa-
mily registration form,’’ the first in
history to extend to three genera-
tions.

If any member of the family has
had a “dangerous thought™ in the
past four years, it becomes impossi-
ble to find work in the same field or
to continue one's education,

Of 4,500 writers active in August,
1968, 2,200 have been fired. Under
a decree of April 7, 1972, the work
of a writer known ever to have held
unorthodox opinions cannot be pub-
lished - in newspapers, magazines,
books - or used on radio or TV.

-+ The Journalists’ Union was dissolved

. in September, 1969; its puppet sub-
stitute has been the object of ongo-.
ing “purification.”

At least 30,000 intellectuals have
lost their jobs. Only two-thirds have
been-“‘lucky’’ enough to find perma-

+. nent blue collar employment.

Resistance

Czechs have not taken what they
call the “humiliating consequences’

« -+ of the Russian occupation lying down.
After a young student burned him-
self to death in protest in January,
1969, 50,000 Czechs attended his fu-
neral.

rumn, Onthe fprstanmversarv of the in-

Rariveliu

Workers’
Power

WE STAND FOR SOCIALISM: the

¢ ib7and. 3 2
control of zhe economy and the state
by the working class. We stand in op-
position to all forms of class society,
both upitamhud bureaucratic “Com-
munist,” and in solidarity with lhe

vasion that August, demonstrations
of as many as 50,000 continued for
three days in Prague and other major
cities,

In March, 1969, tiie Trade Union
Congress backed student demands
for “mmedme freedoms onall in-
ternal politi
ed the independence of !he labor
movement from government con-
trol, called insistently for the forma-
tion of workers’ councils, and, for
the first time in a so-called “Commu-
nist” state, established the right to
strike.

Prace, the major trade union news-

".ng A

paper, became a byword for resistance.

The 900,000 strong metalworkers un-
ion threatened to strike if Dubcek or,
another popular leader, Smrkovsky,
were removed.

Mass Opposition

Jiri Pelikan, still in close contact
with the opposition at home, stated
in a recent interview that the major-
ity of the Czech population has still
accepted neither the Russian inva-
sion nor-the Husak regime it installed,
“That doesn’t mean that the mass of
the population is engaged in active op-
position,”’

Nor can it be said, he continued,
“that the Czech opposition is a well
organized movement with a well-de-
fined political conception . . . What
is very important is that for the first
time a mass socialist Marxist opposi-
tion exists in a Stalinist country . . .
with a base openly existing among
the masses.”

One of the most conscious of the
early groups, the Revolutionary
Youth Movement, was formed by
young workers, students and tech-
nicians, Nineteen of its members
were placed on mal in the spring
of 1970.

Their “crimes” included having

- read and studied the works of the

nor tlle conservative wmgs ohhe ruling

class have any answers but greater ex-

+ ploitation. ‘The: struggle for. workers’

power is already being waged on the
economic level, and the International
Socialists stand in solidarity with these
struggles over wages and working con-
ditions, To further this struggle, we
call for independent rank and file wor-
kers’ committees to fight when and
where the unions refuse to fight. But
the struggles of the workers will remain
‘defensive and open to defeat so long as
they are restricted to economic or in-
dustrial action.

The struggle must become political.
B of its ic power, the.

struggles of all exploited and opp!
people.

America is faced w;th a growing cri-
sis; war, racjal strife, pollution, urban
decay, and the deterioration of our
standard of living and working condi-
tions. This crisis is built into capital-
ism, an outlived system of prwate pro-
fit, exploi , and opp . The
capitalist rulinq class, a tiny minority
that controls the economy and politics
alike, perpetuates its rule by dividing
the working people against each other
— white against black, male against fe-
male, skilled against unskilled, etc. The
result is ever greater social chaos.

Workers' power is the only alterna-
tive to this crisis. Neither the liberal

ruling class also has a monopoly on
political power. It.controls the govern-
ment and the political parties that ad-
minister the state. More and more, the
problems we face, such as inflation and
unemployment, are the result of politi-

* cal decisions made by that class. The

struggle of the working people will be
deadlocked until the. ranks of labor
build a workers’ party and carry the
struggle into the political arena.

The struggle for workers’ power
cannot be won until the working class,
as a whole, controls the government
and the economy democratically, This
requires a revolutionary socialist, work-
ing class party, at the head of a unified

great Russian revolutionary Leon
Trotsky and the Polish revolution-
aries Kuron and Modzelewski.

Husak hoped that by branding
this group “Trotskyites” he could
isolate them, while terrorizing more
moderate oppositionists,

He had a point. The liberal oppo-
sitionists, like Dubcek, often bureau-
crats or ex-bureaucrats, including the
trade union leaders, sought to ward
off Russian demands by making one
“small”’ concession after another.

Frightened that the workers might
get out of their control, these bureau-
cratic reformers cautioned against
mass action, Not only did-they thus
seal their own fall, but they opened

working class. No elite can accomplish
this for the workers.

Nor can any part of the working
class free itself at the expense of an-
other. We-stand for the liberation of
all oppressed peopl_es-’.lkﬂqs organiza-
tion, armed self-defense, and the right
of self-determination for Blacks, Chica-
nos and all national minorities; the libe-
ration of women from subordination
in society and the home; the organiza-
tion of homosexuals to fight their op-
pression. These struggles are in the in- .
terest of the working class as a whole:
the bars of racism and male chauvinism
can only prevent the establishment of
workers' power. Oppressed groups
cannot subordinate their struggle to-
day to the present level of conscious-
ness of white male worke": their in-

is Y to
thelr fight for Iibentlon Bot we strive
to unite these struggles in a common
fight to end human cxplom!ion and
oppression.

The struggle for workers’ power is
world-wide. Class oppression and ex-
ploitation is the common condition of
humanity. US corporations plunder
the world’s riches and drive the world's
people nearer to starvation, while mili-
tary intervention by the US govern-
ment, serving these corporations, awaits

the door to the expulsion of 50,000 '
active workers from the unions and
" revocation of the right to strike.

The Stalinist regimes show their
weakness by their inability to rule
except through repression, But the
wave of terror following popular
movements in Hungary 1956, Czech-
oslovakia 1968, Poland in December
1970 have consistently shown that
in order to overthrow a bureaucratic
ruling class armed to the teeth, a re-
volutionary working class must shed
all illusions that the ““Communist”
Parties can be reformed, or that vic-
tory can be won without “a well-de-
fined poljtical conception” and thor-
ough advance preparation.m

those who dare to rebel. The “Com-
munist” revolutions in China, Cuba and
North Vietnam, while driving out US
imperialism, have not brought workers’
power, but a new form of class society,
ruled by a bureaucratic elite.

Whether capitalist or bureaucratic-
collectivist (“Communist”) in nature,
the ruling classes of the world fight
desperately to maintain their power,
often against each other, always against
the working class and the people.
Through both domestic repression and
imperialist intervention (the US in
Vietnam, the USSR in.Czechoslovakia),
they perpetuate misery and poverty in
a world of potential peace and plenty.
Socialism — the direct rule of the wor-
king class itself — exists nowhere in the
world today.

We fight for the withdrawal of US
troops from all foreign countries, and
support all struggles for national self-
determination. In Vietnam, we sup-
port the victory of the NLF over the
US and its puppets; at the same time,
we stand for revolutionary opposition
by the working class to the incipient
bureaucratic ruling class. Only social-
ism, established through world-wide
revolution, can free humanity from ex-
ploitation and oppression;and the only
force capable of building socialism is
WORKERS’ POWER.
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