No. 67 3

Viet Cease-Fire: Arm

; Nov.10-23,1972

Truce Is No Peace

Since the North Vietnamese
government announced that a
peace settlement had been nego-
tiated and demanded that the
United States sign by October
31 as promised, millions of A-
mericans have been hoping that
the Vietnam war may finally be
over. The US government was
then also forced to break the
news to prevent the embarrass-
ment of being caught trying to
delay the signing until after the
US elections. which Nixon ex-
pects to win. :

Nixon evidently hopes to gain
additional advantage by squab-
bling over minor details until the
‘election is past. Expecting to be
in office another four years, he
will then feel free to break the
terms of anything he signs to
suit US political and military
aims, just as the US has broken
every other agreement it has ev-
er made in Southeast Asia.

But even if and when the
cease-fire begins, the war will
not be over. The US will remain
in Vietnam, attempting to force
its policies on the Vietnamese
people. The settlement solves
none of the basic questions in
the war, and will lead only to

[Continued on page 13]

Election Ignores Blacks

EDITORIAL

Black people are the "“forgot-
ten voters” in this year's elec-
tion. Capitalist politicians, De-
mocrats and Republicans dlike,
once gave lip service to reforms
to win black support. This year
they've scurried off to hustle

votes by appealing to the fear,’

insecurity and racism of whites,
including many white workers,

George McGovern and the De-
mocratic Party are relying on tra-
ditional voting patterns to deliv-
er the black vote. Meanwhile, a
few black figures and celebrities
like singer James Brown and
Sammy Davis, Jr. have aroused
anger among other established
black leaders by endorsing Ni-
xon's re-election.

The truth is that neither Nixon
nor McGovern offer any program
against racism or to achieve black
equality. Instead, the candidates
and parties of big business focus

on shadow issues and dishonest
rhetoric.

Nixon and the Republicans-

campaign around straw issues to
bring out the ever-present racist
potential of white voters. Mc

Govern responds weakly by re--

printing a harmless Senate speech

- or two memorializing Martin Lu-

ther King, which only masks his
own retreat and compromise on
black rights and his unwillingness
to support a mass struggle for
equality and black liberation.
While whites take out their

fears and frustrations over taxes
and unemployment by turning
to racism, it is the oppressed
communities which are the most
threatened by these evils. When
capitalism produces ~ as it must
- periods of stagnation and re-
cession, unemployment, poverty,

and drug addiction reach epi- -

demic proportions in the black
and Spanish-speaking communi-
ties.

The violent attack on black
children in Canarsie, New York

[Continued on page 4]
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FUND DRIVE

TOPS 50%:;
4 WKS.

TOGO

The IS Fund Drive passed the half-
way mark this week. As of October

27, the total received stood at $7,663.

The goal is $15,000 by November 22,

Of the large branches, Detroit still
leads with 90 percent of its quota met.
Seattle, not far behind, has reached 81
percent.

Several smaller branches, Cham-
paign-Urbana, Rochester and River-
side, have met or exceeded their
quotas.

The money collected in this drive
is needed for expansion of the Inter-
national Socialists’ resources and act-
Ivity.

Increasing the quality and number

» of our publications, and more frequent
and extensive speaking and organizing
tours, are high priorities.

IS members will provide much of
the funds for this drive. In order to
reach our goal, however, we need con-
tributions from the readers of Work-
ers Power.

Your contribution will help in the
re-building of a revolutionary working
class socialist movement in America,

[Checks may be made payable to
the International Socialists or to Joe!
Gefer, and should be sent to 14131
Woodward Ave., Highland Park, M/
48203.]
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Soutﬁern Convention
of Gay Activists

A convention of southern gay lib-

_ eration activists is planned for Athens,

Georgia, November 10-12, 1972. The
purpose of the conference is to lay the
basis ““for a Southern organization of
gay militants and to elect whatever
leadership is called for to activate a
formulated program.” For further in-
formation concerning the convention
and how gay activists can help build
it, write: David Hirsh, P.O. Box 1265,
Knoxville, TN 37901.

—
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SCOREBOARD

Amount
Branch Quota  Raised
Austin- ¢
SanAntonio $§ 75 § 0
Ann Arbor 100 0
Boston ¢ 350 0
Champaign 60 85
Chapel Hill 60 0
Chicago 1,200 376
Cincinnati 60 0
Detroit 2,500 2,245
East Bay 2,000 695
Knoxville 40 15
Lansing 60 0
Los Angeles 1,500 750
Madison 500 285
New York 3500 1,633
Pittsburgh 45 5
Portland 200 50
Rochester 60 120
Riverside 40 40
San Francisco 600 222
Seattle 850 685
MAL’s 150 175

Nat'l Office. _ 1,500 30

TOTAL $15,450 $7,663
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NY.: BLACK STUDENTS
VS. RACIST VIOLENCE

Police and students outside John Wilson High School in Canarsie, Brooklyn

B i

John Wilson Jr. High School
211, located in the Canarsie sec-
tion of Brooklyn, is the scene of
the tensest situation New York's *
schools have faced since the ra-
cist 1968 teachers’ strike against
community control of schools.

Since October 16 there have been
daily confrontations at the school be-
tween hundreds of white parents from
Canarsie and parents of 32 black stu-
dents attempting to enroll at Wilson.

The black children live in the Til-
den Houses of Brooklyn’s Brownsville
ghetto, located in school district 23.
For the past few years, junior high
school students from this housing pro-
ject have been bused to Junior High
School 285, located in district 18,
which was somewhat less crowded
than Brownsville junior high schools,

This year, however, the district 18
school board refused to admit new Til-
den Houses pupils, on the grounds
that Junior High School 285 was it-
self overcrowded and that admitting
more blacks would disturb the 50-50
black-white racial balance of the
school. :

On October 13, New York schools
Chancellor Harvey Scribner assigned
15 blacks from the Tilden Houses,
whose brothers and sisters already at-
tend 285, to that school. -

At the same time he assigned 31
others to John Wilson Junior High,
currently 32 percent black and Puer-
to Rican. Parents at Wilson immedi-
ately protested this decision, and the
current confrontation quickly devel-
oped.

The events at Wilson came as no

surprise to New:Yorkers even slightly
acquainted with the city’s schools.
New York's educational budget has
been cut for two straight years.

Construction of new schools has
virtually stopped. 8,000 teachers have
been laid off since September, 1971,
while student enrollment has increased.
The results have been overcrowded
schools and an increase of 10 percent
in class size. -

The More Effective Schools Pro-
gram, aimed at improving education
in ghetto schools, has been eliminated
for lack of funds, as have early child-
hood pre-school centers.

Vocational high schools have been
forced to drop one period per day,
and academic high schools have
dropped elective courses.

John Wilson Junior High, like
most of the city’s 900 schools, has
been hurt by the budget cuts. More
students and fewer teachers this year
have meant an overcrowded school
with excessively large classes.

White parents at Wilson have ex-
pressed fear that admitting more stu-
dents would strain the school’s capa-
cities even further.

The black parents, on the other
hand, paint to the undeniable reality
that Wilson Js far less overcrowded
than Brownsville schools and has bet-
ter facilities.

Basic Democratic Rights

The aspirations of the black pa-
rents for equality and a decent educa-
tion for their children are basic demo-
cratic rights which must be supported.
These black youth, facing vicious race-
baiting and even physical attacks for
attempting to exercize these rights,

'

must be defended by the black com-
munity and the socialist movement.

A large part of the motivation of
the white parents is racist. But both
sides are being misled and used. The
underlying long-range issue is how to
get quality education for all children
in New York, and busing won‘t accom-
plish that.

Busing tens of thousands of Browns-
ville and Bedford-Stuyvesant students
into already overcrowded Canarsie
and East Flatbush schools will at best
serve to equalize the misery.

The Board of Education has little
or no interest in establishing equality
and decent education for black youth.
The Board is using these students as
pawns in an attempt to mask the col-
lapse of the entire educational system.

The only solution is immediate re-
storation of the budget cuts with ad-
ditional money for building more
schools, hiring more teachers, and re-
storing slashed programs.

Both sides in Canarsie are playing
the Board of Education’s game by
taking the budget cuts for granted
and fighting over how to divide up
what's left, rather than fighting for
more for everybody.

The immediate interests of both
black and white parents lie in a joint
struggle to demand of the Board of
Education and the city that they stop
using children as pawns in their cyni-
cal game, and provide the funds need-
ed to, begin to,solve this crisis. This
must be accomplished through taxa-
tion of capitalist corpprate and bank-
ing interests, not by further taxi
black and white working pﬂﬁﬂ'l'?g

The black community and parents

LS.
Position
on -
Canarsie

Jim Gregory

could advance their just struggle for
their right to attend Wilson by put-
ting forward, at the same time, a pro-
posal to the white parents to join
them in raising this demand.

Unless such a campaign is started
now, the Wilson incident will be re-
played in school after school as inno-
cent children suffer. . As always, the
black and Puerto Rican people will
be hardest hit as the decay acceler-
ates. ;

Every school in the city has been
hurt by the budget cuts; every school
is a potential powder keg.

For example, Theodore Roosevelt
High School in the black and Puerto -
Rican South Bronx' has lost $250,000
from its operating budget. Franklin
K. Lane, another ghetto high school,
has registers of fifty to sixty in many
classes assigned to classrooms with
42 seats. The list could go on indef-
initely. i

Within the past few days, racist
violence has escalated throughout
the city as a small group of whites in
Queens spilled oil and hurled rocks
at black children being bused to
school. 5
Unless all involved in education -
teachers, parents, and students; black,
white, and Puerto Rican - join togeth-
er to fight the attack on education
launched by the Board of Educdtion
and the city, education in New York
will be lost in racial turmoil..

The only possible victor in.this in-
stance will be.the Board of Education
will be the Board of Education, which

will have succeeded in saving money
at the expense of the education of
New York s schoolchildren.m

Sl s

The following statement was
issued by the National Action
Committee of the International
Socialists and represents the po-
sition of the IS on the Canarsie
struggle:

.In the immediate conflict ov-
er the attempt to prevent black
children from Brownsville from
attending the Wilson school in
Canarsie, the decisive question is
the defense of the black com-
munity against racism and the
threat of violence against black
children and the black commu-

_nity.

It is also a question of defend-
ing the most elementary rights of
the black community. to equal-
ity and decent  education; i.e.
not to be trapped in the most ov-
ercrowded and run-gown schools.
Under these circumstances ‘we
defend unequivocally' and un-
conditionally their right to at-
tend the schools of their choice
and to win. this right by any
mean's necessary.

_—_
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[Continued from page 1]
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(see page 3 for coverage of this crisis) is a warning of even
sharper violence that may follow as the job, housing and ed-
ucation squeeze tightens.

When this happens, the politicians who support this sys-
tem, like rats leaving the sinking ship, abandon their promises
to hand out token reforms and equal rights in order to keep
things quiet. And the liberals are the first rats to desert.

As the busing issue surfaced last 'year, Nixon quickly
sensed the chance to win support by championing local op-
position to it. The busing issue is one around which subur-
ban, lower middle-class and working-class whites, whose eco-
nomic security is being eroded, can focus on blacks as the
explanation for their troubles.

“Two-way” busing involves more than simply the right of

black people to attend any school they want, a right which
socialists unconditionally defend. It also involves sending
white students (mostly working class) to worse schools, an
issue made to order for the racists.
* Even whites 'who are not racist find it impossible to de-
fend. The initiative is seized by the racists, whose talk about
“quality education’’ (skillfully picked up by Nixon) is a code
word for their real program - to preserve the status quo and
leave blacks trapped in the most run-down, decayed inner-
city schools.

For these reasons, socialists oppose both the *pro’’-busing
and “anti”’-busing forces, both of whom use racism to fur-
ther their own ends. The liberals who proposed two-way bus-
ing as a way to win token gains for a few blacks, not by at-
tacking the system but at the expense of working class
whites, refuse to fight even for this miserable program now
that it is under attack by the racists.

But the shadow-boxing and maneuvering of the candidates
around these false issues make little long-run difference.

What neither capitalist party or their candidates offer isa

road forward for a massive struggle by black people -- for
their basic human rights and for a solution to the economic
and social dead-end of capitalist society which generates and
fans the flames of white racism. :

- A real solution to the problems of education, jobs and de-
fense of the black community must begin with a massive
black liberation movement fighting for decent education, the
complete reconstruction of the cities and full employment --
in short, a program for full black equality, not a program lim-
ited to attending a slightly less rotten school and to holding
a fixed percentage of an already unstable or shrinking num-
ber of decent jobs.

The leadership for a fighting black movement can no long-
er be offered either by the liberal politicians and the tradi-
tional church leaders. The strength and cohesion for a fight-
ing movement can be found in the workplaces -- in basic in-
dustry, where blacks are already playing the most militant
role on union issues, and are winning the grudging respect of
whites. :

Black workers must now take the lead in fighting back at-
tacks on black people and for the interests of all workers,

Neither Democratic nor Republican parties can be the ve-
hicle for such a fight. To achieve these goals, black workers
must radicalize: the. union movement and take the lead in
fighting for an independent working class party. The elec-
tions of 1972 offer no political gains for black, Spanish-
speaking and other working people through either party. A
break from these parties, led by black workers who are hurt
most of all, is the only way out of the quicksand which is ris-
ing around our necks. - :

LS. Greeting Cards

i Marx as Skat-

igns: 1. Snowflakes (shown in part here). 2. : X 2
;I;Uéa?:sal%%see Issue No. 66) with "Revolutllonary Greetl_ngs_ i 3. Fist
with holly (See Issue No. 65) with “Revolutionary Gfeetlngs. 4 The
GMAD Reindeer with ’Season’s Greetings'' (coming in our next issue).

i 2 heavy red
: Black on heavy white paper. 3 and 4 f_ilack on
:)a::(rj. 2Envelaopes are included. $.10 each. Please include 10 percent

for postage; $.10 minimum.

. Order from:
MI 48203.

A “, S hern letter of
the International Socialists is being es-
tablished as a result of discussions at
the Southern Educational Conference
held by IS at the Highlander Center
near Knoxville, Tennessee.

Tennessee, Georgia, North Caro-
lina, and southern Ohio were repre-
sented at the conference. Unfortu-
nately, comrades and friends from
Texas, Florida and Missouri could
not attend.

The most substantial of several
discussion sessions at the conference
was on ““Southern Economy and
Black Liberation.” Sy Landy, Na-
tional Secretary of the IS, gave a fair-
ly full historical analysis of the South
since the 1890's.

Landy pointed out that, far from
having any real “colonial” relation-
ship to the US as a whole, the South-
ern white capitalist class increasingly
provided the political leadership in
Washington, functioning in the inter-
ests of the whole national bourgeoi-
sie.

The token measures designed to

IS Book Service, 14131 Woodward Ave., Highland Park,

placate the black middle class and its
white liberal allies has alienated the
poor whites from the system while at
the same time failing to significantly
improve conditions for the masses of
blacks.

Thus, there is a distinct possibility
== the beginnings of which have already
been seen ~ that black and white work-
ers will increasingly unite against their

. common enemy, the capitalist class.

Such an inter-racial radical move-
ment has a precedent in the extensive
co-operation between black and white
farmers in the Southern populist move-
ment in the early 1890's.

Other topics discussed at the con-
ference were the “’Labor Movement
in the South,” “The Miners of Appa-
lachia,” “The Program of the IS,".
and aspects of the national and inter-
national class struggle.

{The newsletter is available free of
charge by writing c/o Mott, Box
1265, Knoxville, TN 37901 9
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Auto: Fruehauf office workers
vote to leave UAW

e e

Office workers at the headquarters
of Freuhauf Corporation in Detroit
have tragically voted, 93-76, to pull
out of the United Auto Workers union.
Fruehauf’s office workers - about 80
percent women -- were involved in a
long, bitter strike for union recogni-
tion only three years ago. %

Although Freuhauf’s production
workers had been organized for many
years, the corporation fought the un-
ionization of office workers with spe-
cial vigor, hiring scabs and engaging in
intimidation and violence against the
strikers,

The production workers at Freu-
hauf --who work in the very same
plant with the clericals -- supported
the strike. But the UAW Internation-
al told them that they must not strike
because their own contract had not
expired. A pretty sorry sight - 6:00
a.m., 10°above, and UAW brothers
crossing the picket lines of their un- °
ian sisters,

Women'’s liberation groups also
supported the strike.

The strike lasted seven long months,
the women walking picket lines
through one of Detroit’s most vicious
winters. By the time the strike ended
most of the women had been forced
to quit and find other jobs. As a re-
sult most of the women left at Frue-
hauf were scabs hired during the
strike. Obviously, the UAW Interna-
tional has failed completely to win
their support. .

In explaining her vote, one worker
said, “We just didn’t think we needed
aunion. They didn’t do anything for
us.” Although the office workers had
plenty of reason to be upset with the
UAW bureaucracy, they have now left
themselves defenseless and at the mer-
cy of Freuhauf.

It may not be too long before they
feel the need to fight the unionization
battle again. If so, their next step
must be to join the fight for rank and
file control over the unions.

Police guard Fruehauf in 1965

. Isolated Fedders strike

ends in stalemate

After seven long months, the strike
at the Edison, New Jersey Fedders
Corporation is over. (See Workers’
Power no. 65).

Through sheer tenacity, against a
vigorous attack by the corporation,
rank and file strikers have won what
looks on paper like a virtual stalemate,

On one hand, minor salary increases
were won, ranging from 30 cents dur-
ing the first year for some workers to
5 cents for others.

All workers were rehired and the
company agreed to a drug prescrip-
tion plan, :

However, the union gave up several
vacation days - the workers will now
have only 12 instead of 17 holidays.

In broader terms, however, the set-
tlement is a clear defeat for the union,

Fedders succeeded in isolating the
strike and imposing a settlement that
was substantially below not only the
rest of the industry, but far below ev-
en what Fedders was granting at its
other plants. Fedders' plan is clearly
to use the Edison settlement as a pat-
tern during the next round of negotia-
tions.

The blame for this defeat must go
directly to the bureaucrats of the IUE
(International Union of Electrical
Workers) International who allowed
the strike to remain isolated.

Fedders certainly knows who won,
Since the end of the strike, the corpor-
ation has increased the line speed.
Court charges against those arrested .
during the strike still stand.

Workers in the plant are already
complaining about the speedup. The
struggle will continue, but to be suc-
cessful the rank and file will have to
overcome the isolation which prevent-
ed victory in this strike,

e O e
Washington teachers strike
settled on a low note

e s S

Members of American Federation
of Teachers Local 6 in Washington,
D.C. are back at work after a nine-day
strike. Local 6's Executive Board was
badly split on the final agreemient,
and voted to recommend acceptance
by a margin of only 8 - 6.

The teachers will receivz a pav in-
crease (their first in three years) of 7
percent now and 5 percent more next
September. In addition, the Board of
Education will rehire 182 out of 300
teachers who had been laid off due to
budget cuts and will provide more
money for school supplies.

Earlier in the strike, the rank and
file had twice refused to return to
work on the basis of similar agree-
ments negotiated by their leadership.

Fines an’d jail sentences imposed
on Local 6 s leadership during the
strike were dropped afte; member-

ship of the agr :
but a $90,000 fine against the union
itself is still pending.

Labor In
Brief ...

_“
N.Y. taxi bureaucrats call for
avote of confidence

e ————

On Wednesday, October 11, Presi-
dent Harry Van Arsdale convened the
semi-annual membership meeting of
AFL-CIO Local 3036, the New York
City Taxi Drivers Union.

Many drivers attended this meeting
prepared to force Van Arsdale into dis-
cussing the progress of negotiations for
a new contract with the fleat owners.
New York drivers and maintenance
workers have been working without a
contract since November 1970,

At this meeting, Van Arsdale clev-
erly changed his tactic. Instead-of ig-
noring the topic of contract negotia-
ﬂ?iﬁ't,je%u?ual, he asked for a vote of
confidenc? for the union officials to
call a strike when and if they felt it
necessary. He got his vote of confi-
dence, but serious questions remain.

Will a strike be run by the bureau-
crats only an the one issue of the miser-
able 42 percent commission rate re-

cently introduced for newly hired driv- °

ers, which has divided newer drivers
from older drivers and has led to de-
moralization in the past? Or will it
also include other issues such as who
will pay for health and welfare bene-
fits?

The leadership supposedly “’set-
tled"” this issue earlier by letting the
bosses put half the health and welfare
burden on the drivers.

How will a strike be run? Through
strike committees in each garage, or
from the top down? The latter me-
thod has contributed to past defeats
and could do so again.

New York taxi workers, like most
workers throughout the country, have
been set up for a sellout by their union
“‘leadership.” But it's not too late to
fight this. The Taxi Rank & File Coal-
ition has played the leading role in op-
posing the current leadership and it
can continue to do so by attempting
to organize the mass of taxi workers
for a city-wide strike around unified

" demands.

[Thanks to Philip Peters and
Daniel Murphy for this item.]
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“
Chrysler bosses “amazed” as thou-
sands mob employment office

l

Huge traffic jams developed around
Chrysler’s Lynch Road Assembly Plant
in Detroit at 5:00 a.m. on a rainy Mon-
day morning recently, as thousands of
unemployed workers showed up to try
to get 1,600 new jobs,

One Chrysler official said - with a
straight face - "1 never realized there
were that many people who want
work." Apparently he thought they
were all “just a bunchi of lazy welfare-
chisslers."

Let him try welfare for a while and
see how he likes it. Better yet, let him
try working in his own crummy plant!

l

Superbriefs

l

What little protection workers have
gained through the Occupational
Health and Safety Act is being further.
diluted by the Act's appeal procedure.

In its first year, over 1,000 appeals
were filed with the Occupational
Health and Safety Review. Commission.
Of the 400 completed cases, penalti
were reduced in 23 percent and raised.
in only 3 percent of the cases, n

Even if an employer receives no re-:
duction in his penalty he can still ben-
efit by filing an appeal, as this permits.
a further delay in correcting the health
or safety hazard in his plant. 2

al R
In/case you dldn'ﬁ:ﬂce, ‘the gov-

ernment’s ‘wage and price’” controls
have once again produced a sharp rise
in prices. The Consumer Price Index
- seasonally adjusted - rpsé five-tenths
of one percent in September. ‘This is

‘ equivalent to 6 percent on an‘annual

basis.

N oS5535

The Wall Street Journal reports
that it is becoming increasingly diffi-
cult for the courts to hear cases a-
gainst IBM since so many judges are
1BM stockholders.

A federal court in New York is ex-
periencing “considerable difficulty”
in finding enough non-1BM stockhold-
ers to fill a three-judge panel hearing
an anti-trust suit against IBM. Three
Supreme Cqurt justices have disquali-
fied themselves in another IBM case.

[Sos e ee e e

Factory workers quit their jobs in
August at the fastest rate in the last
2% years, According to the Nixon ad-
ministration, the ‘‘quit rate” of 25 per
100 employees indicates that workers
are “more confident,” about getting a
better job.

True. Couldn't it also mean that
workers are getting more fed up with
their present jobs? i

NOV. 1023, 1972 PAGE S5 -



-~ PAGE 6

" The
Truth

About
Taxes

{In the 1972 elections all of the
candlidates claim to represent the "Jit-
-tle man" for a system of "more equit-
able" taxes. But the real tax swindle
Is based on capitalism itself.]

You might not know it, but
if you worked last year you paid
more taxes than the United States
Steel Corporation.
pany made $154,000,000 in pro-
fits and paid no federal taxes!
Last year six of the forty-five
greatest corporations paid no tax-
es at all.

That com- .

For many, many years Big Business
resisted paying taxes on profits. Only
during World War 11 did a corporate
profits tax become essential to keep
American capitalism going.

When the war ended the arms econ-
omy didn't go away. .During the last
twenty years about 10 percent of the
production of our society has gone for
war purchases.

Up to a few years ago the corpor-
ate tax rate was 52 percent. Taking
half of all profits certainly seems con-
fiscatory. Only afew years ago Con-
gress reduced the rate to 48 percent.

This is the rate George McGovern
says he would keep, rather than re-
turning to the prior 52 percent. In
this way he would maintain the great-
est loophole of all.

In 1969 the average tax rate for all
corporations was 37 percent. But the
top 100 industrial corporations only
paid 26.9 percent, so the smaller cor-
porations pay on the average 44 per-
cent. The tax system subsidizes the
giant corporations and also facilitates
mergers and the building of conglom-
erates,

The story of US Steel is instructive.
In 1969 it made $243 million in pro-
fits and paid $5 million in taxes, a rate
of 2 percent. In 1970 it made $109
million and the government gave it a
tax credit of $66 million, so it didn’t

* have to pay any taxes; and in 1971 it

made $154 million and again paid no
taxes. ’
International Telephone & Tele-

graph (ITT) has paid less taxes as it
got bigger. In 1969 it made $360 mil-
lion in profits and paid 14 percent in
taxes. By 1971 it made $410 million
and paid 5 percent.

Conglomerates acquiring other

companies can do so tax free by ex-

hanging stock. For ple, if a cap-
italist wants to sell his family company
1o ITT he turns over the shares to ITT -
which then becomes the 100 percent
owner of the business.

He receives shares of ITT in ex-
change, so he becomes one of thou-
sands of owners of ITT. The entire
transaction s tax free.

Some of the biggest industries in
America pay the least taxes. Out of
17 of the largest oil companies, seven

The only difference between GM
and a speedway is that here the cars
are on a conveyor.

- The Conveyor - Framingham
UAW Local 422 newspaper

e O ]

. Auto workers at Framingham,
Massachusetts, have voted overwhelm-
ingly to strike against their General

> Motors Assembly Division (GMAD)
management. i
The vote was 831 - 76. The issqes i
are the same as those of GMAD plants

at Norwood, St. Louis, and elsawhere’

= speedup and unresolved grievances
(over 3,000 of them). ;

Conditiops at the plant in Framing
ham, which builds Buicks, Oldsmobiles
and Pontiacs, have gone from bad to
worse in the last few years.

The plant has been under the con-
trol of the GMAD management team
since 1968 but, as elsewhere, condi-
tions have become really unbearable
only in the past two years.

During this period new and higher
production standards have been estab-
lished and further “rationalized”’ by
GMAD's time and motion study ex-
perts.

Harrassment of workers who pro-
test against overloaded jobs and in-
creased supervision by management
have become commonplace.

" The present speed of the line is 45
cars per hour but production plans
call for upping it to 57 cars pet hour.
As in other GMAD plants & severe
shortage of labor power coupled with
overloaded jobs has resulted in the re-
pair yards constantly being overfilled,
since the cars were never built right in
the first place. ; b

Framingham workers have followed
the strikes at other GMAD plants, es-
pecially the Norwood strike, with
great interest. As the Norwood strike
ended people saw clearly that an iso-
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lated strike at only one GMAD plant
was doomed to failure.

When a contract was finally ratified
which gave the Norwood workers little
gains many criticisms were made of
the UAW and its handling of the strike.

The defeats already caused by the
policies of the UAW makes many pro-
duction workers hesitant to go out.
This hesitation stems from a realistic
assessment of the situation,

The workers know that nothing
was won at Norwood and Lordstown,
and understand the unwillingness of
the UAW International to call a strike
against all GMAD plants,

| _They understand clearly that some-
thing will be accomplished only when
there is a strike against this entire divi-
sion, not when the union strikes one
plant at a time.

1 The realization is widespread a-
mong workers at Framingham that
speedup resulting in increased produc-
tivity has brought GM tremendous pro-
fits for 1972,

The government’s “New Economic
Policy” and wage controls have brought
GM record nine-month profits of $1.5
billion, despite a drop-off in profit
rates for the third quarter,

But in order to meet the growing
demand for new cars (without hiring
more workers, of course) and compe-

tition from European and Japanese im- .

ports, GM is forced to further “ration-
alize” production.

One production worker neatly
summed up the situation by saying
"Every year the union asks for con-
trol of working conditions - especial-
ly the speed of the line -- and every
year the situation gets worse,”

Unstated but real in this conflict
is the struggle over who controis the
speed of the line -- a question of
workers’ control,

In the struggle between manage-
ment and labor both sides will be ask-
ing the UAW leadership “Which side
are you on?” m

Framingham
Militants
Join Fight
Against

GMAD

Beth Cady

ON THE LINE

/('s \

~

1 JUST
SNEEZED
AND MISSED
17 CARS!
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paid taxes on profits at a rate of less
than 10 percent in 1970.

_In that same year the eight largest
railroads excluding the Penn Central
all had profits, which added up to
$529 million. They paid $26 million
in federal taxes, a rate of 4.9 percent,

These giant companies get away
from paying the supposed 48 percent
corporate tax through all kinds of
loopholes, whether the oil depletion
allowance or rapid depreciation of as-
sets for tax purposes.

Perhaps the one tax loophole that
tells us the most about the system is
the one that saves big business the
most money, the capital gains provi-
sion. This cost the government $6 5
billion in 1971 alone.

The Poor Pay More

The tax setup gives special privi-
leges to the growth of capital, which
is essential to the functioning of the
whole system. The wages of labor get
no such breaks.

The average working person pays
32 percent of his income in taxes of
various forms. This includes income
taxes, sales and excise taxes, gas and
property taxes. If you work 40 hours
a week this is equivalent to paying
over 13 hours a week to the govern-
ment out of your earnings, or 2 hours
40 minutes a day, every day.

Under the capitalist system the
working class works for a wage or sal-
ary for those who control the means
of production and distribution. The
profits made by the owners are pro-
duced by working people. :

In America 1 percent of all adults
own $1 trillion in personal property
and financial assets, 25 percent of all
the wealth in the country. They own
62 percent of all publicly held stock
and control virtually all the bonds.
This tiny number which owns and
controls the economic system is the
capitalist class.

The 102 largest industrial corpora-
tions which the capitalist class owns
add up to 48 percent of all manufac-
turing assets, and their $3.6 billion in
profits comprise 53 percent of all
manufacturing profits. The 67 million
people who work for wages or salaries
created that wealth and made those
profits,

The class struggle is fought over
the wealth that labor produces, as
well as for control over the work pro-
cess. The more the working class gets
the less the profits there will be, and
the more profits the capitalist class is
able to extract the less there is left for
the workers.

But today one-third of what is left
to the working class after the capital-
ists get their profits goes to the gov-
ernment. There it is used to buy wea-
pons from the big arms contractors,
to build highways and in other ways
line corporate pockets.

The tax system distributes income
from the working class to the capitalist
class. So not only do capitalists ex-
ploit workers through their day-to-day
buying of their labor power, they also
do it through the power of taxation.

The product of the worker is not
only syphoned off every day at work,.
but also through the medium of the
government to eventually find its way
into the hands of the capitalists.

Of course the capitalist class ob-
jects to its taxes, yet they are paying
proportionately less and less every
year.

Most people take it for granted
that this society could not exist with-
out taxes. In a society where the vast
majority work for the benefit of a
tiny minority which control the en-
tire economic life of the country this
makes sense, but the working class
will bear this tax burden until the ab-
olition of capitalism and the wage sys-
tem which accompanies it.®

[The following is an article by Don
Bostic reprinted from the September,
1972 issue of the United Justice Train,
the voice of the rank and file 0pposi-
tion at UAW Local 7.] 5

Working people hustling, fight-
ing, killing other working people
- it's on all our minds. We are
afraid to walk our streets; few of
us go out after dark except in a
car.. We hesitate to leave our
homes for fear that, when we re-
turn, our few possessions will be
gone.

We dare not stop to talk to one an-
other on the streets — because we are
subject to being robbed or mugged by
a person or group of drug addicts --
day or night.

No one in the working neighbor-
hoods feels safe,

Robbing, breaking in, snatching
purses, stealing out of cars, garages
and homes (often moving all the fur-
niture out in broad daylight); selling
property stolen in a neighborhood op-
enly in the same neighborhood; youth-
ful bandits roving around the block in
twos and threes, spotting places, things
to steal -- all this is now a common-
place,

Everyone in the neighborhood
knows this, sees it day after day.

Some people try to give the ban-
dits a feeling of support in what they
are doing. Others encourage the crim-
inals by asking, *"What do you have for
sale today?’* With an eager eye out for
a bargain, they buy loot stolen from a
neighbor and thus subsidize criminal
activities against themselves.

On every block dope houses sell
their poison like a corner drug store,
often exchanging drugs for stolen ra-
dios, hi-fis, TV sets (on which the
owner has often made only one pay-

" ment).

No one pays any attention when
drugs are openly sold on the streets.
Few are shocked when as many as
seven people are executed at one
stroke in a drug war.

Let’s take a hard look at the drug
speedup in the shops.

Drug taking has reached the epi-
demic stage -- shooting heroin, swal-
lowing amphetamines at the water
fountain, sniffing cocaine, cooking up
a doze of heroin in the washroom,
nodding on the line, sometimes pass-
ing out for lack of a fix -- all these are
now commonplaces,

We know it! Management knows
it too! Like the song, ’You Can Get
Anything You Want at Alice’s Restau-
rant,” you can get just about any kind
of drug you want these days in the
shop. All you have to ask is “Where
is the bag?”’

If this widespread use of drugs
were the end of the problem, we who
work in the shop might be able to
live with it for some time. But the
use of drugs has many other danger-
ous tentacles,

It destroys working class solidar-
ity! It reduces good human beings in-
to robots! It creates antagonisms be-
tween workers! It brings criminals in-
to the shopl It breaks up families! It
increases crime and vice in the shop
and in the community where we have
to work and where we all livel

Sometimes it just starts with a $5
a day habit, but winds up as a $60 a
day habit, which means it is more
than a day’s pay. So, to meet their
habit, workers begin to borrow money
from the loan sharks who spring up all
over the shop, profiting from the pain
and misery of fellow workers.

Don"Bostic

Eventually the worker reaches the
paint where he must leave rmw.‘al-\
paycheck at the shop to pay the loan'
shark. He has nothing to take home
or to pay other expenses with.

Then stealing becomes the order
of the day. Stealingl Loan sharks!
Selling of stolen goods! Increasing
crime!

When did this all come about?
When did it start to mushroom?

In 1965, a few workers were using
pep pills; a few smoked marijuana.

Then, around 1967, young work-
ers back from Vietnam and from the
rebellions in the cities began bringing
into the shop all the problems from
the war and from the misery and pov-
erty of black neighborhoods. z

Today in the shop many young
workers’ minds, homes, ties with oth-
er-workers are being destroyed by .
drugs.

But management doesn’t care. The
whiskey drinkers (who have always
been in the shop) are the ones who re-
ceive the most penalties from manage-
ment. This is because it is easier to de-
tect someone who is high on whiskey.
The drug user can only be detected
when he begins to sweat and grimace
with pain because he can’t get the
drug. Most drug users can still do their
work as long as they can get their
drugs,

So the company looks the other
way - even as far as the pusher is con-
cerned. We can’t depend on manage-

ment to stop the drug speedup! All
they care about is production. They
don’t care about our health, our
young people, or the standards we
need among us to live like human be-
ings, : )

Some workers just shrug it all off,
saying ““That’s the way it is.” But we
must, we can change “the way it is”
or “the way it is” will keep getting
worse, :

‘What can we do to rid ourselves of
this plague? We need some standards
for which we can hold each other ac-
countable. Everyone -- user or non-
user of drugs -- should pledge to each
other that in order to have solidarity
among us:

1. We will talk to every young
worker who comes into the shop and
explain to him why he shouldn't get
‘caught up in drugs;

2. Everyone who is a non-user will
pledge not to get on the stuff: :

3. We will refuse to talk to any
worker who gets on the stuff, or with
any loan shark or pusher, because we
know they are assets to the company
and liabjlities to us; .

4. Finally, we will encourage all
those presently on drugs to take the
hard step of kicking the habit. We do
not believe in methadone; it is just pil-
ing drugs on drugs.

Everyone who is concerned about
health, h ity and brotherhood

hould PP lﬂ'lilr ition! The
time to act is now! m
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Before 1945 baseball’s “‘major
leagues” were one of the most
blatant examples of racist Amer-
ica. Outstanding black athletes
such as Josh Gibson and Satchel
Paige were relegated to the black
baseball leagues, where they per-
formed for dirt wages under mis-
erable conditions. Meanwhile
white players played for the “big
leagues,” whose best teams were
regularly trounced in exhibition
games by black teams.

Baseball’s color barrier was broken
in 1945 when the Brooklyn Dodgers
signed Jackie Robinson to a profes-
sional contract. His first year in the
major leagues was 1947,

He was named Rookie of the Year,
the Dodgers won the National League
penant, and Robinson began a brilliant
10-year career.

Jackie Rabinson’s career marked
the beginning of the greatest transfor-
mation in the history of American
sports. The rise to prominence of
black athletes in almost all major pro-
fessional sports has changed the entire
image of American sports.

The impact on the sports world of
the struggle of black people in the US
can also be seen in the militancy of
many black athletes, which has played
a large role in ending the passive sub-
mission of athletes to the exploitative
practices of the owners,

Racism still plays an important
role in. American sports. As Jackie
Robinson often pointed out in recent
years, there has never been a black
baseball manager in the big leagues
despite the large nimber. of black
players and ex-players qualified for
the job.

Nor has there ever been a black
pro football quarterback, mainly be-
cause any black player with quarter-
back skills is shifted to flanker or cor-
nerback positions. (Like the manager
in baseball, the football quarterback
gives orders to other players. White
owners and coaches believe that blacks
are not “capable’’ of providing such
leadership.)

In addition many black athletes are
grossly underpaid relative to white ath-
letes with equal or inferior skills.

Jackie Robinson and other black
athletes who followed, however,
smashed to bits the major underpin-
ning of the racist color line in sports
== the myth that black people could
not compete at the same level with
whites, Inso doing, Jackie Robinson
became to black people an outstand-
ing symboal of their struggle in Amer-
ican society as a whole.

Robinson faced the brutal racism
and social pressure he met with dig-
nity and pride, staying in tight con-
trol and playing good ball.

Within.a few months other teams
followed the Dodgers’ lead. By the
end of the 1948 season Robinson was
one of a handful of professional black
baseball players.

With his first few games Robinson
became a national hero to millions of

blacks, adored and emulated by every
kid with a bat and ball, and a symbol
of hope and reassurance to their pa-
rents.

He was the American Dream made
real to large numbers of black people.

Robinson’s style of play brought
to baseball a flash and speed which
had rarely been seen before, His base-
running, more than anything else,
drove pitchers up the wall and de-
stroyed the morale and concentration
of opposing teams. Stealing home a
total of 11 times, he set a modern ma-
jor league record in that category.

Robinson displayed a combination
of spontaneity and individual brilliance
with team play, a combination which
has become the characteristic fedture
of many of the greatest black athletes
in major league sports, such as Willie
Mays in baseball and Earl Monroe and
Bill Russell in basketball,

Their flashy, individualistic, but
carefully self-disciplined perfor
represent the style of play developed
in ghetto sandlot games, and this was
partly why masses of black youth saw
in Jackie Robinson someone who
stood for them.

In and of itself the opening up of

Jackie Robinson sliding home in 1952

‘Jackie Robinson
1919-1972

Kéy Stacey
David Finkel

baseball to black athletes has had lit-
tle effect on the lives of most black
people,

That, however, is not the signifi-
cance of Robinson’s career. He be-
came a symbol of the ability of blacks
to make it in America, .

Robinson himself came from the
black middle class, had acquired a col-
lege education, and shared the aspira-
tions of this middle class to “make it
in America through individual aggres-
siveness and talent,

He was chosen to be the first black
man in the big leagues not only be-
cause of his talent, but because of his

“respectable” background and his will- -

ingness to promise “‘g00d behavior,”

Dodgers owner Branch Rickey de-
manded this promise when he said **|
want a man with the guts not to fight
back"’ against racist slurs and provoca-
tion, on and off the field. Robinson
had to deal with liberal Paternalism as
well as open racism.

Robinson soon proved, however,
to be a militant in defense of his rights
and those of his people. Within a year
of becoming an established star, he
served notice that he would no longer
tolerate racist harassment by opposing

players -- and proved it by his actions.

He broke the color line at the fan-
cy hotel where the Dodgers stayed in
St. Louis when playing the Cardinals,
refusing to go to a hotel in the ghetto
along with other black players.

In 1955 he publicly supported the
Birmingham bus boycott against se-
gregated seating, the first black athlete
to take such a stand.

There was, however, a tragic side
to Jackie Robinson's life and his
achievement of fame and fortune -- a
tragedy which illustrates what it
means to "make it" as an individual
in this racist, capitalist society.

The white establishment and the
black middle class set up Robinson
to “prove’ that black people can
*“make it" within this system‘and to
give legitimacy to American society.

In 1954, when black singer and
Communist Paul Robeson stated pub-
licly that black Americans should not
and would not fight in a war for the
United States because of its vicious ra-
cist palicies, the House Un-American
Activities Committee called Robinson
to testify that most black people were
patriotic Americans and would loyal-
ly die for "“their" country.

In later years, when the black
movement became more militant and
less concerned with whether a few
blacks could assimilate and integrate
into white society, Robinson’s con-
servative politics isolated him from
the black Robinson b
a supporter of Richard Nixon and the
Republican Party.

In the 1960’s Muhammed Al be-
came the outstanding example of a
black athlete resisting the racist Amer-
ican war in Viietnam, This was exactly
what Robeson had predicted and
Robinson had denounced to Congress.

Despite the image of Jackie Robirb
son, black people remain overwhelm{\
ingly part of the American working <
class. They work every day at boring,
low-paying, often dangerous jobs --
like all working people -- but bearing
the special burdens of racial oppres-
sion and super-exploitation.

No one worker alone can change
our jobs or the other rotten conditions
we have to put up with. We have to
organize, to work and struggle togeth-
er in order to change society.

Jackie Robinson tragically isolated
himself from this struggle. He became .
the personnel manager of the racist,
sexist “Chock Full O'Nuts’* corpora-
tion and became a strikebreaker against
his own people when black women
workers went on strike against his
company,

= But even Jackie Robinson, who
made it as an indjvidual, did not es-
cape the brutal effects of capitalism.
His son, who fought in Vietnam,
became a drug addict as a result of the
war. (He was cured of this addiction,
but later died in a car accident.)
Severely hampered by ill health
and shaken by personal tragedy since
1968, Jackie Robinson died October
24 of a heart attack at his home in
Connecticut. He was 53 years old.m
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RIGHT STRIKES

Shopkeepers in Chile have suc-
cessfully pulled off a “general
strike” against the Allende gov-
ernment. The strike was only
the latest in a series of right-
wing attacks against the regime.
Its success is a serious defeat for
Allende and a threat to the work-
ing class movement in Chile.

The crisis began October 11 with a
nationwide strike by the Confedera-
tion of Truck Owners. They were pro-
testing the government’s plan to cre-
ate a federal trucking authority in the -
southern part of Chile.

Two days later the Confederation
of Business and Small Industry called
asympathy strike “in defense of pri-
vate enterprise” against the govern-
ment. They were soon joined by oth-
er elements of theYsmali bourgeoisie;
bank clerks, engineers, students, and

- doctors.

This was a political strike, a strike
of the bourgeoisie against Allende’s
government. The Confederation of
Truck Owners and the Confederation
of Business and Small Industry are
controlled by the Christian Democra-
tic Party, which leads the opposition
to the government. .

‘All the opposition parties came
out in support of the strike. The rul-
ing class was openly challenging the
credibility of the Allende regime, its
ability to assert control over the coun-
try. They have gone over to the offen-
sive.

The new confidence of the right-
wing reflects the bankruptcy of
Allende’s policies. His pretensions as
a working-class leader crumble in the
face of his government’s anti-revolu-
tionary strategy.

The Allende government's attack
on revolutionary forces in Chile accel-
erated last May when riot police, auth-
orized by the Communist Party, broke
up a workers’ demonstration in Con-

o

GHILE ......

cepcion, leaving one dead and forty
wounded.

Organizers of the demonstration
later. formed a People‘s Assembly to
mobilize the people against the right.
Allende called this a ““divisionist man-
euver by people using political roman-
ticism to create a lyrical mirage, out
of touch with all reality.””

This “mirage” included several
groups in Allende’s own Popular Front
Government, as well as 60 trade un-
ions and other groups. Altogether, it
included five political organizati
and 139 mass organizations.

Allende’s attack was simply a repi-
tition of earlier attacks by the Chilean
Communist Party. The Communists,

 praised by the New York Times for

their moderate and conciliatory ap-
proach, are engaged in selling out the
workers and peasants in Chile in search
of an alliance with the leading bour-
geois party, the Christian Democrats.
They are calling for “consolidation”’

rather than expansion of economic re-
forms while insisting on patience and
productivity from the working class.

In practice this means price increas-,
es to win over the bourgeoisie, while
condemning “illegal’” seizures of land
and factories by workers and peasants,
and the hunting down of revolution-
aries by the police.

In supporting this line, Allende has

N

. split with the left-wing of his own So-

cialist Party, which supportsmass extra-
parliamentary struggles for economic
and social reforms.

The government’s response to the
new bourgeois offensive was a contin-
uation of this policy. Rather than mo-
bilize the working class, Allende de-
clared a “state of emergency”’ which
was gradually extended over the en-
tire country. The army declared a
ban on all public demonstrations.

As the right-wing obviously pre-
pared to ignorg the order, this a-
Mounted to a ban on working-class
mobilization. The government fears
a militant working class more than a
rightist counter-revolution.

Workers and unemployed, who suf-
fered most from the strike, were re-
strained by the "left”” from forcibly
opening stores and supermarkets. The
Communist Party supported these gov-
ernment tactics, stressing the “patrio-
tic duty of the people” to keep the,
country going by remaining passive
and trusting Allende.

General ats, Commander
in Chief of the Armr%.huld private
talks with the Christian Democratic
Party onhow far they could go in de-
fying the government. The level of
the crisis was thus being negotiated by
the army and the opposition, scarcely
a healthy sign for Allende’s future,

In the end, Allende was reduced to
begging for aid from business in end-
ing the shopkeepers’ strike, which is
still going on,

The atmosphere in Chile is one of
constant crisis. The US is waging an
economic war against the Chilean peo-
ple (see box). Internally the rate of
inflation has gone up 99.8 percent in
the first nine months of 1972. Allende
and his Communist Party supporters
cannot be trusted to defend the coun-
try against a right-wing takeover.

The workers and peasants of Chile
must organize their own defense a-
gainst the right. To begin with, they
must demand arms from the govern-
ment, as the Bolivian workers did
when a "leftist”’ government was faced
with a right-wing coup.

But Chilean workers should also
remember that the Bolivian workers
didn’t get them. The Allende govern-
ment in fact tried to prevent the sale
ofarms in Chile. The right-wing has
already organijzed its own private ar-
mies; workers must also arm them-
selves.

Working-class revolutionaries must
break away from the Allende govern-
ment (while continuing to defend it
against a coup d’etat) and form a re-
volutionary working class party. At
present the revolutionary forces in

. Chile are scattered among the left-

wing of the Socialist Party, the Move-
ment for a Revolutionary Left (MIR),
the Peasants’ Associations and a num-
ber of smaller groups.

These forces have been unable to
develop a coherent program of class
struggle in opposition to the Popular
Front tactics of Allende and the Com-
munist Party. Without such a program
the confusion and demoralization of
the working class will continue to.jn-
crease. 4
Only a revolutionary party, backed
by an armed and self-conscious work-
ing class, can reverse the disintegrating
situation in Chile. The alternative is a
bloody civil war or the destruction of
the workers' movement.m -

The Kennecott Copper Corpora-

_ tion has declared economic war on
Chile. K ott formerly d
the rich “’El Teniente” copper mines
in Chile, which were nationalized in
July, 1971,

The Chilean government announced
it would pay no compensation for the
mines because of Kennecott's excessive
profits during its years of ownership.
Kennecott fought this decision in the
Chilean courts, and lost.

In September, Kennecott an-
nounced that it would take “all ne-
cessary measures” to protect its
“rights” in Chile. Shortly afterwards
the company went to court in France,
demanding a shipment of Chilean cop-
per be seized by the court until the
company was “properly compensated”
for its holdings.

A Swedish copper importer was
told to expect similar legal action.
Kennecott's strategy is to blackmail

“Chile into surrendering its right to na-
tionalize foreign investments, using

the international capitalist courts’ re-
spect for “private property’ as a club.

These suits present a real threat to
the Chilean economy. Copper sales
provide most of Chile’s foreign ex-
change. Prospective buyers could eas-
ily go elsewhere rather than risk court
actions.

Previously, Chile had been able to
get 60 - 80 percent of the prices of its
copper sales in advance from the banks
which handled the transactions. Now,
with the threat of seizures, these banks
have an excuse to refuse payment in
advance without guarantees of deliv-
ery.

The Kennecott caper is only the
most recent and blatant example of
the capitalist attack on the Chilean
economy. Chile has been cut off
from the international credit pool.
Although promised $270 million in
credits from American banks, the
government has received only $32
million.m !
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The Assasination

Of Trotsky .......

Trotsky’s

bodyguard

reviews
he movie

{Editor's Introduction: Workers’
Power is proud to present the follow-
ing article by Comrade Harold Robins,
who was the chief bodyguard of the
great revolutionary leader Leon Tro t,
sky during the last period of Trotsky s
life. .

In the late 1930’ Trotsky, marked
for murder by Stalin's sscret police
(the GPU) and refused asylum by all
the "democratic" European powers,
was forced to take up residence in
Mexico.

During this period Trotsky's son
Leon Sedov and many of his closest
comrades, including many of the'
greatest leadlers of the working class
soc/alist Russian Revolution of 1917,
were murdered by Stalin's police,

Until his own assassination, how-
ever, Trotsky continued his struggle
to rebuild a revolutionary workers’
movement to liberate humanity from

the deepening barbarism of capitalism -

and the Stalinist counter-revolution,
Comrade Robins was a founding

member of the Communist League of
America (the original organization of
the Trotskyist movement in the US
beginning in 1928), and before that a
member of the Communist Party,

" He has participated in the revolu-

~ tionary struggle and the workers :
movement for over four decades, and
is today & member of the Internation-
al Socialists.

In this review of the new movie

The Assassination of Trotsky, Robins
tells the real story of the events of
Trotsky's murder and exposes the
movie s version as a deliberste fraud,
concocted for reactionary political
purposes. He goes on to discuss the
political circumstances surrounding
the murder and their historical signif-
Icance.]

“-

1. Death of a Revolutionary

st

When Trotsky raised the alarm
- he was mortally wounded by
one of Stalin’s assassins - his
wife, Natalia Trotsky, was the
first member of the household
to reach his side. As | barged
into the office, Comrade Trotsky
: was standing ‘close to ‘the door-
way, head bowed, and blood
trickling down his forehead. He
was near the entrance from the
library and his hands were pressed
to his temples.
Natalia, a tiny woman of about 80
pounds, was weakly hammering both

Gk e a0

.

her fists on the chest of the murderer,
She sobbed uncontrollably. Her back
was towards me and the assassin was
faging in my direction about four feet
from the doorway, a 45 calibre “‘Star"’
pistol in his right hand.

| was able to quickly grab the wrist
of the gun hand, and swinging the butt
of my revolver to his left temple,
knocked him to the floor, Again with
the gun butt | beat the gun from his
hand and knocked it across the floor,
out of his reach.

For more than a half hour he was
vigorously interrogated. The results
were meager, but they were all he vol-
unteered to say according to the re-
cords. He said nothing to the police,

* according to their report,

Why did you do it?" I asked. He
chose to remain silent, After a few
minutes of vigorous urgings he cried
out:

“They made me do it1" o

“Who made you do it?” Again he
chose silence for some minutes. |
warned him that | would not kill him
- but | expected to cripple him per-
manently if he would not talk, |
would break every rib in his chest.
“Talk - orelse . , .

For a while he remained silent. Af-
ter some urging he spoke. He said he
had $600 in a trouser pocket, He

asked me to take it and see that it was

given to Sylvia,

Otherwise the police would steal
it, he said. The police later reported
that he had $600 in his pocket.

| continued to prod him, asking
the same question: “Who made you
do it?"

Then one of the secretary-guards
came in. He had a message from
Trotsky asking us not to Kill the as-
sassin but 1o try. to get him to talk.

After a while he talked a bi(,. say-
ing, "They 've got my mother." o

”Wbo ftas vour mather? Where?

1 cant tell you, " he said, He
then cried out, "Kill me! Kill met"

| told him | would not oblige him
in that matter, but | wanted him to
tell me who gave him his orders. He
would not answer for some time.

Meanwhile, seated astride him,
holding his wrists and prodding him
10 speak, | charged that Stalin and
his murder squads had picked him to
carry out the assassination of Trotsky.
He remained silent.

Finally, he said that he only knew
his chief as -- “Mr. Paris.”

"Where is Mr. Paris now? Where
could he be reached?"

After a shorter pause he mentioned
a restaurant situated near the Palace
of Fine Arts (Palacio De Bellas Artes)
in the center of Mexico City. Hedid
not sound convincing, but my interro-
gation ended at that point.

An ambulance had come for Com-
rade Trotsky. The Chief of Mexican
Police, General Nunez, and his retinue
were then allowed into the house.

| turned the murderer over to the
authorities. They shipped him off in
another ambulance with a police
guard. Natalia and Joe Hansen (an-
ather of Trotsky's bodyguards) went
with Trotsky.

A guard was assigned to stay at
the house, the others joined Trotsky

- and | joined them later after first go-
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ing on a futile errand to see if a "Mr.
Paris”’ could be located.

(The movie has nothing resembling
this post-climax event, the playright
and director chose to substitute their
own version instead. As Mark Twain
often said, “They only improved the
truth, slightly.”)

e ST
2. Truth and Fiction

e R NPT

When | first learned that a movie
dealing with the assassination of
Trotsky was going into production,
| wrote the following letter dated
Monday, August 23, 1971:

“Joseph Shaftel Productions, Ltd,
fetc,)

Gentlemen: re: cinema on death
of Leon Trotsky.

"My attention was called to 2 ra-
dio of a forth ing

ir dealing with the inatic
of .';reon Trotsky.

The announcement reported that
Richard Burton was connected with
this production. My inquiries in the
New York theatrical industry led me
to you as the probable producer of
the film.

"If this is the case, you ma y be in-
terested in my cooperation since |
was in charge of the guard at the
Trotsky residence for most of the
year preceeding his death. 2

“Only Leon Trotsky and four
guards participated in the plans to
deal with the anticipated attempts
on Trotsky's life. The record of these
di ions and preparations have nev-
er been published.

“Included in these unpublished ac-
counts were the preparations to ward
off the May 1940 attempt on Trot-
sky's life by a gang of GPU agents
headed by a prominent Mexican paint-

er,and a wppaninyTrﬁbg;;Mexican
and’ 'Spanish Stalinist assass,

There was the death of a new ag-
dition to our guard at the hands of
these professional killers. There was
the incarceration and attempted frame-
up of two of the guards acting under
the orders of the then head of the
Servicio Secreto, the then Col, San-.
chelz' {later General) Salazar.

There was an attempt made to
arrest me and to thereby reduce the
guard to two men, 4 precondition for y
another effort at killing that incor-
rup};ible revolutionary, Tro tsky.

There was a denoument in which
the President of Mexico, General Car-
denas, intervened and ordered the
head of the Mexican police force to
Pput an end to the frameup by Col,
Salazar (who later wrote a book on
the murder of Trotsky in collabora-
tior’:, with Julian Gorkin.)

And there were other intensely
dramatic events and some comical
situations as well which on ly one or
two of the guards were priy y to, in-
cluding my disarmin, g of the murder-
er.

“If your production of a film on
the murder of Trotsky is intended to
be a tolerably truthful one, | may be
of considerable assistance,

Yours,
Harold Robins"

As a result of this letter finding its
way into the hands of the production

L

company, the scriptwriter decided (1)
not to contact me since this was not,
intended to be "a tolerably truthful
production, and (2) the script was to
be changed so that Trotsky was to be
accused of organizing the assassina-
tion attempt of May 24, 1940, -- a-
gainst himself - nothing less!

When the scriptwriter, Nicholas
Moseley, began changing the script
he notified Trotsky’s grandson, Seva,
telling him it was due to information
supplied by my letter.

| then had a phone call from Trot-
sky’s literary representative, George
Weisman, telling me about'the matter
and asking for a copy of the letter |
had sent.

After explaining -- by reading the
letter - | sent him a copy and sent
one to Seva offering to sue the Stal-
inist literary gang for attributing to
me their projected change of script.

The historical records show that it
was precisely this charge that was le-
veled against Trotsky by the venal
newspapers in Mexico, who picked up
the police and Stalinist frameup charge
that Trotsky had organized an attempt
to assassinate himself!

Now it seemed the neo-Stalinists
were going to echo the frameup of the
old-gang Stalinists. But this projected
change in the script was changed back
again.

Another little-known but impor-
tant historical fact is that one day
prior to the expiration of his 20-year
prison sentence, Mercador, Trotsky's
assassin,who called himself “*Jacson,”
was secretly released from prison,
placed on board a special airplane and
flown to Cuba,

There he was royally welcomed by
the Stalinist Ambassador from Czech-
oslovakia who bestowed upon the
murderer, “honorary citizenship as a
Czech.”

The movie producers conveniently
excluded this significant and revealing
development confirming the Kremlin
rulers as the source of the assassination
attacks on Trotsky. :

If this murdering agent were not
treated royally what would other a-
gents think about their own chances?

- The fact that Castro, who was run-

ning Ciba at that time, collaborated

in this affair caused a problem for the
Militant (the newspaper of the Saocial-
ist Workers Party, which supports Cas-
tro’s Stalinist regime). So the editors
put on blinders and thereby managed
not to notice the Cuban news reports
printed in the press and reported on
the radio.

This is why the Militant said noth-
ing regarding this obscene ceremony
of “honorary citizenship,”

3. Losey School of Falsification

The Assassination of Trotsky is ap-
parently another of those products de-
signed to present a twisted personal
and political characterization of Leon
Trotsky.

It appears to be a delayed follow-
up to a Broadway play similarly mo-
tivated, authored by Paddy Chayev-
sky a few years ago.

That production folded up after




one performance. The critics had
unanimously denounced its crude-at-
tempt to falsify history. It depicted
Trotsky as a craven coward. The mo-
vie takes a more subtle approach to
achieve the desired result.

Here Trotsky is introduced with
shots of old photographs; as a youth,
as he appeared when first sentenced
to Siberia by a tsarist court; as a lead-
er of the Bolshevik Revolution stand-
ing with Lenin; and then a very short
excerpt from a newsreel of Trotsky
marching with the Red Army.

Then, in the course of the movie,
Trotsky is depicted as a philistine and
somewhat like a dumb bull fighting
to the end in the bullring, This is
known as “’Lousy Art.”"

The director and co-producer of
this film is Joseph Losey. He had
been educated and influenced by the
Stalinist School of Falsification, and
was blacklisted as a Stalinist partisan
by the witchunters in the American
movie industry in the 1950’s. (The .
ungrateful American capitalists treat-
ed their former allies centered around
the Communist Party in a shabby and
ungrateful fashion, and this after the
CP had performed yeoman service for
American imperialism during World
War |1 -- in the labor movement.) .

Money for this production was
plentiful enough -- Richard Burton
was hired to play the concocted ver-
sion of “Leon Trotsky.” Burton
clowns his way through 103 minutes
of this Losey production.

His version of “Trotsky’’ eonsists
of wearing a white, poin ‘ed beard
that resembles Trotsky’s. The resem-
blance ends there. ‘

Burton’s “Trotsky'’ always pos-
tures like a narcissistic adolescent.

He expresses himself in maudlin and
sentimental fashions. He is capricious
and tempermental, 0ozing “intellectu-
al” droppings.

In short, Burton's portrayal of the
sript provided for him was that of a
dyed-in-the-wool philistine, a genuine,
unmistakable version of a middle-class
Britisher. On this tawdry perfor-
mance of a "ham"' - Losey & Co.
stuck their "kosher" label.

As the climax scene which ends in
the act of assassination develops, with
clowning by both Burton’s “‘Trotsky”’
and the assassin, the audience guffaws
loudly.

That was the reaction reported by
French reviewers when the movie was
shown in Paris some six months back.
Nothing was changed.

The actual murder weapon uspd
Wwas a small alpinstock with a sawed-
off handle that was easily hidden in
2 folded raincoat. The movie version :
sees the assassin remove an alpinstock
(a sort of ice axe) that was twice the
size of the murder weapon, with a
handle at least three times as long -
all taken out'of a folded raincoat
no wonder the audience laughed at
the scene!

By means of this studied device,
what sympathy could there possibly
be expressed for the murder of a de-
voted revolutionary fighter for the
overthrow of exploitative property
owners and oppressive rulers?

4. Rewriting History

Why did the producers -- those un--
named ones who put up the money
for this movie -- why did they choose
1o finance this lousy propaganda spec-
tacle? 3

_There should be no doubt about it,
this is a political production with a de-
ﬁnng political aim. For almost a de-
Cade now, young rebels have become
Increasingly interested in Trotsky’s
writings and politics.

That creates a problem for those

whom Trotsky spent a lifetime fight-
ing. It is in the interests of the rulers
qf every country to try to derail and
sidetrack this movement.

In this objective the imperialist de-
mocrats and co-existence class collab-
orators share a common policy, as was
the case with the murder of Leon
Trotsky. While Nixon collaborates
with Mao and the Kremlin bureau-
crats, this movie seeks a forgive-and-
ftl)rglet approach towards the “liber-
als,

In eff'ect these neo-Stalinists are

saying, “See, we no longer hide the

fact that Trotsky was a revolutionist,

Now weshow him as a former leader
of the revolution along with Lenin.
We are different from Stalin and that
crowd, don't you see that — you
plump liberal geeser” :

Their hope and desire is to once
again become acceptable for the soft
pickings from “liberal” society.

This movie production makes the
following claim, despite its falsifica-

was buried in the patio of the house.
Trotsky was cremated according to
the instructions in his will, and he or-
dered that his ashes be scattered to

. the winds.

Here the character of the Bolshe-
vik manifests itself clearly — no tomb-
stones to encourage worshippers, but
revolutionary writings and records for
the instruction of revolutionaries.

Another “consultant’’ hired by
this company was the leader of one
of Stalin’s assassination squads, one
David Alfaro Siqueiros who led a gang
in an attempted assassination of Trot-
sky on May 24, 1840,

The entire gang was indicted for
kidnapping and murdering the guard
on duty, Robert Sheldon Harte, and
for shooting up Trotsky's house, bed
and bedroom.

They were never brought to trial
because of the powerful influences
backing them up in their assassination
attempt. Among the members of that
gang of assassins was a member of the
Political Committee of the Commun-

Leon Trotsky in his study in Mexico shortly before his assasination,

tions of the details of Trotsky’s de-
fense setup and of all the persons the
movie identifies by name - without
any exception -- and also of Trotsky's
politics, as we shall see:

""The pre-production work covered
not only the historical data available
on Trotsky and his assassin, but talks
with many of the people who were in-
volved in the historic event. Chief &
mong these was Trotsky s grandson
Seva who still lives in the fortress-villa
. . . where Trotsky is buried.

The falsehoods and deceits in that
bland publicity-blurb statement are
universal with one exception, that
Seva is Trotsky’s grandson and was a
consultant hired by this production
company.

In 1940 Seva was thirteen years of
age and attending school. He had
joined the Trotsky household that
year when the Rosmers, Trotsky’s
life-long friends, brought him from
France.

Seva knew nothing about the
guard setup, the discussions of the
guard with Trotsky over defense ar-
rangements, etc.

Unlike the boy-actor called Seva
in the movie, the real Seva was sa.n_dy
haired and pleasant, generally smiling,
while the movie version is a dark,
smaller boy with a chronic look of
fear on his face all of the time.

Another falsehood tells us Trotsky

ist Party of Mexico, David Serrano An- ... . .

donigui.

Not only was the connection of
those two gangsters muffled or omit-
ted from the movie, but a political po-
sition is attributed to Trotsky which
states that the GPU never involves
members of the local Communist Par-
ties in its operations.

The truth is that in The Gangsters
of Stalin Trotsky paints out that the
exact opposite is the norm, and he
pointed to David Serrano Andonigui
as an illustration.

David Serrano never appears in
this movie. Only “Otto” appears as
the name of a guard who absolutely
bears not the slightest resemblance
1o Otto, who was also Trotsky's Ger-
man .language secretary. In the movie
he is Trotsky’s English language secre-
tary, a position filled by two other re-
gular guards, Charlie and Walter.

5. Clear and Present Danger
L]

Trotsky once quoted a French po-
lice adage which states: “If you want
to know who committed the crime -
find out who benefits.”

That this applies not only to the
murder of Trotsky but aiso throws
light on the production of this movie

has already been adequately demon-
strated.

It is commonly asserted by impres-
sionistic persons that the murder qf
Trotsky was due to hatred between
Stalin and Trotsky.

But upon examination it should
be clear that this does not explain
why in 1940 Stalin had launched two

ination p inst Trotsky
in less than three months, as well as
preparation for another attempt (de-
scribed in the letter previously quot-
ed) which was aborted because of the
action of President Lazaro Cardenas.

Why this frantic series of murder
attempts? Why just then, at that
time?

World War 11 was once again put-
ting to the acid test the Marxian the-

‘ory of the state, which tells us that

the backbone of class oppression of
any state is its army,

War, speeding up the normal pro-
cesses of social conflict, results in ar-
mies being smashed, or demoralized.
Then state powers topple.

Prior to the assassination of Trot-
sky the war, then in its early stages,
had already wiped Poland off the map,
her armies and vaunted cavalry crushed
to atoms.

The peasantry moved into the Ve .
cuum of collapsed state power in the
newly annexed areas controlled by
the Soviet armies in White Russia,
Ukrainia, and in former tsarist Rus-
sian Poland,

The capitalists ran away; the work-
ers, in order to find the means of life,
took over the capitalist institutions.

The first faint signs of workers
and peasants councils arose, and were
promptly repressed by the Russian
Armies. How could there be soviets
permitted in the newly reconquered
areas when soviets have been extirpat-
ed in Soviet Russia?

France had fallen, her armies
crushed. The military forces of Pe-* '
tain (the French collaborator with- " "
fascism) and Generalissimo Weygand
were saved by a separate peace with
Hitler in order to prepare to repress
a new Paris Commune, ' ’

That is the official record of the'
reasons motivating the Petain cabal =
to surrender to Hitler. For the‘imper-
ialists, ““the main enemy. is at home,”
as was the case with the Paris Com-
mune in 1870. X

Belgium and Holland saw similar
surrender policies put into effect.

Prior to the war the imperialists, fas-
cist and democratic imperialists alike
saw the danger. 3

The Hitfer-Coulondre talks on the
eve of the outbreak of the war saw
both sides agreeing that “Trotsky"
was expected to be the only winner.

Trotsky, calling attention to these
records, pointed out that to the im-
perialists he was the symbol of the
coming working class revolutionary
victory,

It was Marx’ view that man makes
history. Even though he has to make
it out of the conditions he finds at
hand - he nevertheless makes history.

The problem facing the imperial-
ists ever since the murders (by the so-
cial-democrats) of Liebknecht and
Luxemburg (leaders of the German
Revolution) early in 1919, was to kill
off persons with revolutionary abili-
ties. 4 :

In Trotsky’s case the actual “con-
tract” was turned over to Stalin &
Company, who feared Trotsky’s revo-
lutionary role in the coming catastro-
phies of World War 11 even more than
the capitalist imperialists hatad him.

This, in fact, motivated the frantic
series of assassination attempts direct-
ed against Trotsky in the last three
months of Trotsky’s life.

We must recognize the problems
and lessons posed by these events for
us as revolutionary socialists.m
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lIn 1955 Genergl Juan Peron, dic-
tator of Argentina, was overthrown
by the landowning class and driven
out of the country. Seventeen years
later, his shadow still looms across
the political scene. :

Today, with a new stage opening
up in Latin America following the de-
feat of guerrilla forces in the last few
years and the deepening crisis of the
Popular Unity government in Chile,
the political situation in Argentina is
a potentia/ revolutionary tinderbox.

For the past six years the military
has ruled in Argentina, unable either
1o solve the country s economic crisis
or to ease social conflict.* Even with

‘the tools of force which dictatorships
. have at their disposal, the military has
‘been unable to force the militant
“working class to pay for Argentina's
inflation-recession economic troubles.
Attempts to impose wage controls,
tax increases, price hikes, and brutal
political repression have resulted in
greater resistance. A workers' upris-
ing in the city of Cordoba in 1970
“highlighted this continuing struggle.
The deteriorating economic condi-

tions have also provoked guerrilla act- -

ivity among the student left, brought
into headlines most recently by the
government's bloody massacre of
young revolutionaries at Trelew ajr-. .
port.

The military s failure to achieve
economic and political stability has
b bvious to sections of the
military itself including General Ale-
Jandro Lanusse, the present dictator.
(See Workers’ Power No, 65, page
12) :

Together with important sections
of the capitalist class, these officers
have recognized the need for a "pop-
ular" government which can both
stimulate the economy and at the
sme time "tame" the working class.

Possibly in the hope that Peron
can help form such a government,
General Lanusse has offered the ex-
dictator the chance to return from
exile and to lead his party in the elec-
tions this spring.

The following two-part article dis-
cusses the history and meaning of
Peronism and the failures of the Ar-
gentine left to create a genuine anti-

Imperialist working class alternative.]
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PART ONE OF TWO PARTS
The Peron

Shelley Landau

To many Argentine capitalists
the Peron years (1945-1955) re-
present the time when they fi-
nally rose to political and eco-
nomic supremacy over the land-
ed oligarchy, when the power of
foreign imperialists was curtailed,
and when the working class was
“happy” and (more important-
ly) obedient.

Part of the capitalist class hopes
that Peron can recreate this “Golden
Age.” So far they are encouraged by
the secret negotiations between Lan-
usse and Peron. Following these talks
Peron has issued statements caution-
ing leaders of Peronist unions against
political strikes, and ordering "extrem-
ist” Peronist guerrillas to halt terror-
ism.

What may seem surprising at first
glance is that much of the working
class and the left also anxiously await
Peron’s return. They remember the
same Peron regime as a “Golden Age"”
for workers -- an age of nationalism
and economic reform,

Why should both the capitalists
and the workers, who are at this mo-
ment engaged in bitter class confiict,
welcome Peron’s return? Whose class
interest did the Peron regime really,
serve?

Peron’s rule after World War I1 co-
incided with the most prosperous eco-
nomic period the country has even
k . A ina’s war-time
ity stimulated the country’s foreign
commerce and encouraged the further
development of domestic industry.

Tratfitionally Argentina had been
chiefly an exporter of grain and cat-
tle to the industrialized West. The
health of its economy had been total-
ly dependent on the state of the world
market. The large-scale communica- -
tion and transportation industries
were foreign-owned., !

Argentina’s war-time prosperity
opened up the opportunity of decreas-
ing the country’s dependency on the
United States and Great Britain by de-
veloping and modernizing its own in-

stry.

Juan Peron was a likely candidate
to lead this "national revival.” Peron
rose to power as a member of an offi-
cer’s club in the army which identified
with the fascist Axis regimes during
World War II for their nationalistic
spirit and hostility to Allied “republi-
canism. "’

Dictatorship of Modernization

Peron’s rhetoric called for a dicta-
torship ““for the people” and for an

_“independent, powerful Argentina.”

Once in power, he began a moderni-
zation program paid for with the re-
venues built up during the war.

Attacking the unpopular landown-
ers who had controlled both the ex-
port trade and the country’s politics,
as well as attacking United States im-
perialism, Peron won support among
the small native capitalist class, the
military, and the working class.

Peron strengthened the industrial
sector of the economy at the expense
of the agricultural sector; reduced for-
eign investment in Argentina and re-
purchased foreign-owned industries;

and gave the state a decisive role in re-
gulating the economy. To secure the
support of the volatile working class,
he put through measures which raised
its standard of living.

The capitalists supported Peron's
limited nationalism. His policies stim-
ulated and protected their industries,
punished the privileged landed oligar-
chy, and assigned to businessmen a
major role in the state apparatus.

The capitalists were willing to put
up with Peron’s social reforms -- as
long as he could keep labor itself
quiet and productive. They knew
they had little to fear from Peron.

As he admitted himself about the
nature of his regime: "We are not in

- the least the enemies of capital, and

the future will show we have been its
true defenders."

There were several reasons why
Peron’s nationalistic appeal also re-
ceived an enthusiastic working class
response. The organized working
class movement had never resolved
the deep national and ethnic divisions
among the workers,

Massive European immigration in
the nineteenth and early twentieth
centuries had transformed the coun-
try and all but buried national tradi-
tions and culture.

The immigrants settled in the cit-
ies, occupying management positions,

ing small busi , practicing
in the professions, and filling skilled
working-class jobs,

“Native” Argentine workers were
left with the worst jobs, either as ru-
ral laborers or unskilled workers in in-
dustry.

The economic disparity and the
cultural differences between native
and immigrant caused friction be-
tween the groups which the labor un-
ions and parties, dominated by the
privileged and mainly immigrant sec-

tors of the class, did little to overcome.

The Ieaderihimﬂ\ﬁz Socialist Par-
ty and its unions, as as the leader-
ship of the syndicalist unions, were
committed to peaceful reform and
parliamentarism, They were content
to protect the gains of skilled immi-
grant workers while trying to legislate

General Lanusse

Myth

for themselves a place within the rul-
ing establishment,

+ Acting like labor “aristocrats” and
bureaucrats in the US whose base lies
among the better-off workers, they re-
fused to organize the unskilled “na-
tive”” workers into unions, or political-
ly fight for native workers’ special
needs,

Neither would these social-demo-
crats wage a serious attack on foreign
imperialism. . Fearful of mass action,
subservient to the “rule of law,” and
envious of the imperialists’ ““superior”
parliamentary systems, they could
hardly be counted on to assume revo-
lutionary leadership and expropriate
imperialist holdings in the interests of
the entire working class.

Failure of the Left

The Socialist Party was so adverse
to the aspirations of “native” workers
and their quest for national dignity
that its leadership expelled members
who denounced US imperialism and
advocated Latin American unity.

The Communist Party during the
1930’s appealed for a while to both
“native”’ and immigrant workers, and
raised anti-imperialist issues during
the brief period when the Stalin-Hit-
ler pact enabled the CP to adopt a
left-wing line. But with the beginning
of World War 11, when all the Commu-
nist Parties lined up with the Allies in
the imperialist war, it supported the
bourgeois nationalism of the ruling
class and lost much of its working
class support.

The failure of the Argentine left to
consistently fight in the interests of
all workers and against imperialism
paved the way for a demogogue like
Peron. He skillfully exploited the di-
visions within the working class, and

pealed to the nationalism of both
the "native” workers and the so
and daughters of immigrants who
were seeking an Argentine idenrity{

{The second part of this article will
discuss Peron's suppression of the
workers” movement and the causes be-
hind his fall from power.]

Juan Peron

T
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James Coleman

[Continued from page 1]

new fighting and bloodshed in the fu-
ture.

The reported Vietnam truce terms—
if they are real— are a compromise
with US imperialism. The reported
settlement stops short of Vietnamese
self-determination.

It allows Thieu to remain in power—
this balky pawn of US imperialism who
could not survive a day without US
money for his troops and US ammuni-
tion for his guns.

There was no powerful force in
the United States to insist on the on-
ly principled terms for peace -- imme-
diate, unconditional withdrawal of all
US troops and aid, with no imperial-
ist commissions or other deals,

Isolated as they were, North Viet-
nam and the PRG are not to be blamed
for accepting an unfavorable truce.
But by praising its terms, they build
up confidence in this imperialist peace.

Any cease-fire in Vietnam is to be
welcomed as a halt, even temporarily,
to the years of war which have de-
stroyed Vietnam and spilled the
blood of American working class
* youth. But the political basis of the
cease-fire cannot be supported. It of-
fers-only suffering to the Vietnamese
people.

The “National Council” called for
by the settlement -- which will inevi-
tably function as a temporary govern-
ment -- is a coalition between the Pro-
visional Revolutionary Government
{PRG) and these same puppets.

In other words, this is a coalition
between the PRG and the imperialists
themselves. A few ineffectual “neu-
tralists,”” mostly pro-US puppets them-
selves, may be thrown in for flavoring.

This whole arrangement is to be
under the “supervision’’ (an ominous
word) of an international commission
composed mainly of representatives of
the imperialist powers with direct in-
terests in the area.

According to the most recent re-
ports, the commission will consist of
Canada, Indonesia, Poland, and Hun-
gary. Poland and Hungary are satel-
lites of the Soviet Union, Canada a
reliable ally of the United States --
and Indonesia a butcher regime put
in power with US backing in 1965
over the corpses of a million Indone-
sians,

The settlement does provide for
the PRG (formerly known as the Na-
tional Liberation Front, or NLF) to
retain authority in the areas it con-
trols, and for North Vietnamese
troops to remain in South Vietnam
while US troops are withdrawn. These
terms are an absolute minimum, with-
out which no settlement would have
been possible. :

That the North Vietnamese and -
PRG have been forced to accept the -
continued interference of the US im-
perialists is the responsibility .of North
Vietnam'’s treacherous “allies,” Rus-
siaand China,

These states -- as part of their own
horse-trading with US imperialism --
have repeatedly pressed North Viet-
nam and the PRG to accept a sell-out
(see Workers' Power No. 58).

The responsibility is also shared by
anti-war leaders in the US. By failing
10 build a strong anti-war. movement

on the power of the working
class - and in many cases, by endors-
ing George McGavern -- they have led
most of the movement's supporters to

e ——

turn to McGovern as the only “realis-
tic”’ force for peace.

Special condemnation should be
reserved for the so-called “revolution.
ary”’ Socialist Workers Party and
Young Socialist Alliance, whose “'sin-
gle-issue” policies led the anti-war
movement to collapse into the swamp
of the McGovern campaign.

McGovern has now praised the
peace settlement under whick US im-
Perialism continues to have the right
to interfere in South Vietnam. Indo-
ing so, he reveals that his own princi-
ples are imperialist.

McGovern's only difference with
Nixon was that since he considered

« itarian Thieu dictatorship, except that
it will not be under the control of a
foreign imperialist power.

The International Socialists give

no support to this struggle by the
PRG to make themselves the rulers

in Vietnam. Beyond supporting ev-
ery effort against the US imperialists,
we politically oppose the “Provisional
Revolutionary Government" and its
Stalinist leadership. We stand for an
anti-imperialist revolutionary working
class alternative.

The cease-tire will bring a small

breathing space in which new politi-
S:al forces may possibly take shape. It
is p

the war to be lost, he was willing to
accept less favorable terms for US im-
perialism.

“Free Elections”

» The settlement will not end great-
power interference in Vietnam -- it
will lead to a néw period of behind-
the-scenes manipulations by these
powers.

The US, Russia, China, and possi-
bly Japan will not limit themselves to
arranging “free elections,’ as provid-
ed by the settlement. Each wiii seek
its own advantagé. This will have an
effect on the struggle for power in
South Vietnam,

Within South Vietnam, the settle-
ment opens a period of armed truce.
There will be no peace. The war be-
tween ‘'the Communists and the US
puppets will continue in cities and vil-
lages all across Vietnam,

The Saigon regime now forces
South Vietnamese civilians to carry
flags to prove their “loyalty.” Pos-
sesion of an NLF or PRG flag is pun-
ished by death.

In retaliation, the NLF will con-
tinue to assassinate pro-Saigon offi-
cials and administrators. The elec-
tions, if they ever occur, will be thor-
oughly rigged on both sides.

- The next months or years in Viet-
nam will see two kinds of maneuver-
ing. First, there will be an open or
hidden civil war between the US pup-
pets and the PRG for control of South
Vietnam. It is not certain that the US
imperialists will be defeated.

The “'Saigon government” controls
the ARVN (South Vietnamese army)
and secret police; unless its authority
disintegrates, it will still have military
control of the cities and the camps
containing nearly two million “refu-
gees,” victims of US bombing.

This is a struggle against imperial-
ism - a continuation of the Vietnam-
ese struggle for self-determination.

In this struggle, the International So-
cialists support the defeat of the “Sal-

. gon government," which represents

only US imperialism. Revolutionary
socialists support the PRG in its mili-
tary defense of land captured from

Saigon and in any new armed clashes
that break out against Saigon armies.

The second struggle in South Viet-
nam in the new period will be a strug-
gle by the PRG to gain a position of
power over the people themselves,
that is, to solidify their authority and
prepare to ease out or drive out their
opponents.

Aiming to become the new rulers
_over the people of South Vietnam,
they will not want independent for-
ces of workers to form against the
Thieu regime.

The South Vietnamese PRG wants
power, but not the revolutionary pow-
er of the workers and peasants in Viet-
nam. Once their position is secure
they will eliminate political rivals, pre-
vent the emergence of independent
trade unions, and suppress all political
activity independent of themselves.

This is what Stalinist parties have
done everywhere they have gained
power in the past. A PRG regime will

be no more democratic than the total-
'

that workers’ organizations

will emerge to oppose Thieu and de-
fend working class rights; that peasants
will begin to seize the land; that the
workers and peasants will seek arms to
defend themselves and their gains.

This would present an opening for

the building of a revolutionary force
which could lead these forces, based
on a program of struggle against both
imperialism and the NLF, for a work-
ers and peasants' government.

At present there is no organized re-

volutionary nucleus or force in Viet-
nam. The Trotskyists, who at one
time were the strongest working class
political force in Saigon and other cit-
ies, were destroyed 25 years ago by
the Stalinists under the leadership of
Ho Chi Minh,

Ever since 1954, all genuine oppo-

sition movements have been brutally
suppressed by the US-backed govern-
ments, These factors will make it ten
times more difficult for the masses to
create an independent révolutionary
force today.

If no such revolutionary force

emerges, the road ahead for Vietnam
is not easy to predict. The struggle of
the PRG for political power may
break out soon, or may be delayed.

In the long term, the balance of-

forces is more favorable to the PRG
than to the US puppets. Not only
does Thieu lack political support --

‘On October 26, the Nm

tion Committee of the International
Socialists adopted the following posi-
tion on the reported Vietnam cease-
fire terms:

The International Socialists wel-
come a cease-fire in Vietnam, but op-
pose the political terms of the cease-
fire. American intervention in Viet-
nam is imperialist. The United States
has no right to be in Vietnam, and no
legiti rights to negotiate for.

We demand the unconditional with-
drawal of US troops and the end of a/l
US interference in Vietnam. We op-
pose the settlement, which grants the
United States the continued right to
interfere in Vietnam through its pup-
pets.

.We oppose the imperialist *Nation-
al Commission” and the imperialist co-
alition government which seems likely
to follow. We also denounce Russia
and China for pressuring the Vietna-
mese to accept this settlement.

We continue to support the military
struggle of the PRG/NLF as opposed
to the US imperialists. However, we
call for full democratic rights for the
Vietnamese people. We give no politi-
cal support to the PRG/NLF which
stands for Stalinist bureaucratic class
rule. :

The Vietnamese workers and pea-
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there is no social base for his kind of
regime. South Vietnam capitalism is
a decaying, bloated corpse.

The entire economy is kept alive
by US money, which has undermined
the position of the small local capital-
ist class. Thieu’s only base of support
is the army. Thus in the long run, a
Stalinist PRG victory is likely.

In the short term, the imperialist
powers may maintain a non-Stalinist
regime in the South, In the meantime
they will jockey for position.

It is possible that the US, China,
and Russia, rather than allowing an
independent South Vietnam or a un-
ited Vietnam that could upset the ba-
lance of forces in the area, may at-
tempt to prop up a coalition regime
indefinitely.

Itis even possible that the South
and North Vietnamese Stalinists them-
selves may choose to maintain a non-
Stalinist regime for a short period, for
fear of US intervention or to gain eco-
nomic aid. '

Revolutionary Alternative

Which of these alternatives will ac-
tually occur cannot be predicted. One
thing, nowaxer, ﬁ eertain's no elec-
tions, “free " or “unfree," will decide
the fate of Vietnam.

Unless a revolutionary alternative
can be built, Vietnam’s fate will be
settled by the balance of forces be-
tween the rival ruling classes -- US
capitalism and its Vietnamese pup-
pets, and the Stalinist ruling class re-
presented by the leaders of the PRG.

The revolutionary alternative is the
only progressive hope for Vietnam.
The other alternatives are continued
imperialist interference, or national in-
dependence under a Stalinist regime
which would construct a new totalitar-
ian class rule,

" Both would be defeats for the Vi-
etnamese people, and represent be-
trayals of the incomparable heroism
with which they have fought for
twenty-five years.m

sants must defend their organizations,
their land, and their rights and fight
for a workers’ and peasants’ govern-
ment,

We call for:

Self-Determination for Vietnam!

1. “No'imperialist deals - no imper- .
ialist commissions,

2. Complete, immediate, and un-
conditional withdrawal of US troops -
disarm the ARVN.

3. For the military victory of the
PRG/NLF insofar as it defends the
Vietnamese people from imperialist
forces.

4. For the immediate expulsion of
the US puppets from the coalition
authority.

Full Democratic Rights for
Vietnamese People! -

5. Immediate release of all war and
political prisoners. 2 :

6. Workers’ control of production
-- land to the peasants. ' i

7. Arm the workers and peasants
for workers’ and peasants’ defense
guards to defend their organizations
and their land. i

8. No political support to the coal-
ition authority or the PRG -- for a
workers” and peasants’ government.
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Britain: Leiceter’s racist policy
protested by marchers :

Over 2,000 people, including a
contingent of 1,200 from the British
International Socialists, held an anti-
racist march and rally in Leicester,
England.

Leicester has been in the news
since the immigration of Ugandan
Asians into England began. (East
Asians living in Uganda hold British
citizenship. They have been ordered
to leave by the Ugandan government.)

The city has sent delegations to
Parliament pleading that no more
Asians be allowed to go there. It has
even printed ads in a Ugandan paper
pointing out to Asians before they
even leave the country that they will

, not be welcomed in Leicester,

This is in stark contrast to' the wel-
come given Expo 72, which has just
finished and whose aim was to encour-
age-tourists, industry and investment
to move to Leicester. So keen are the
city council to attract such visitors
that they leave a half million square
feet of office space empty for them,
and are putting up several luxury ho-
tels. i i hitus :

But there are no houses for Ugan-
dan refugees, students or less well off
sections of society.

. Wally Preston, an electrical work-

. @r.and member of British IS, spoke

10 a packad meeting at.the rally, He
tore into shypocritical,newspapess and
politicians who had suddenly discov-
.red that there was a hausing problem
when a few’thousand Ugandan Asians
came, to Britain,
*_He stressed that Britain had 11
million people in slums, unemploy-
ment and poverty and that these were
products of the capitalist system, not
of immigration, A
Gurnham Singh, national secretary
of the Indian Workers® Association of
Great Britain, said that the Labor Par-

ty and th&"Tories were “sides of the - "asssm

same coin."”

He called on Indian and Pakisganj ..
workers to fight alongside the white
workers to smash the government"
and build a socialist society.

The march also included the Indi-
an Workers' Association, Black Peo-
ple’s Freedom Party, Trades Council
banners, the Communist Party and
the International Marxist Group.

R ‘ |

British IS rbembars in anti-racism march
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Europe: Multinational strike
defeats Dutch chemical giant

A multinational strike has defeated

: the Dutch chemical giant AKZO. The

i

company had d a ret
Program which would have shut down
5 plants in four different countries,

Workers in Holland and Germany
forced the company to give up its
plans through a sit-in and strike, The
sit-in in Holland was financed by four
Dutch and two Belgian unions. The
International Federation of Chemical
and General Workers Unions says it in-
tends to organize international works
committees by year end to coordinate
information about local practices of
thirty multinational companies,

Denmark: Workers waoed for
ommon Market vote
“
The Danish government used a

ive pr | paign to win
a referendum on Denmark’s entering
the Common Market, Newspapers
were full of articles predicting eco-
nomic disaster if Denmark did not go

These included threats of mass un-
employment, factory shutdowns and

- runaway plants. The government an-

nounced that rejection of the Com-
mon Market would force a devalua-
tion oF 'the currerigy. | ' A
Factory bWnérs chipped in by‘an-
nouncing’plhns to move to Germany
if entry was rejected. Some threaten-
ed to fire workers who voted against
the Market. This provoked several
strikes when anti-Common Market

tspeakers were denied entry to factor-

ies,
! - Workers at the Ford assemply

: plant.in Copenhagen walked out be-

cause management refused to allow
any.anti-Common Market material
to be posted up.

Despite this campaign workers in

" general voted against entry. The large
« majority for joining the Market came
. from the rural areas. Farmers were

afraid of losing their best customer if
Britain entered the Market while Den-
mark turned it down.

The day after the referendum the
Social-Democratic Prime Minister,
Jens Otto Krag, announced his resig-
nation, He claimed he was tired of
politics. The truth is that the Social
Democrats are facing an internal cri-
sis over their role in getting Denmark
into the Market,

The new Prime Minister, Anker
Jorgensen, has the job of patching
things up. He is the leader of Den-
mark'’s biggest trade union, the Dan-
ish General Workers’ Union, Jorgen-
sen supported entering the Market,
although his union was opposed to
it. His reputation as a “leftist” will
supposedly unify the party.

Jorgensen will have a tough job,
An estimated half-million party mem-
bers voted against entry. Several un-
ions have already told their bers
to leave the party.
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China: Iranian monarch is met
with jubliation and singing

"As the distinguished Iranian guests

walked around to meet the welcoming

grgwds, the airport was a scene of jubi-
lation, with people beating drur'ns, sing-
ing.and dancing, and shouting, ‘A

warn welcome to Her Imperial Maje:
Farah Pahlavi, the Shabanou of Iran!
and 'Long live the friendship between
the peoples of China and Iran!' "

This is how the Chinese govern-
ment’s official English language week-
ly described the welcome given to a
representative of the Persian monar-
chy, whose absolute pawers were re-

stored by a ClA-sponsored coup in
1953,

e In his.welcoming speech, accord-

ing to the September 21 issue of the
Karachi daily Dawn, foreign minister
Chou En-lai said:

“Under the leadership of his Imper-
1al Majesty, the Shahanshah of Iran,
the Government and people of Iran
have made continuous efforts and
achieved successes in safe j
state sovereignity, protecting natio
resources, developing national culture
and building their country. The Chi-
nese government and people sincerely

wish you continuous new victories on ;

your road of advance. "

An item of related interest is that
the French Maoist newspaper La
Cause du Peuple has stopped display-
ing the picture of Chairman Mao on
its front page. It claims this is its con-
tribution to the fight against the
“cult of personality’’ which it says
has virtually disappeared in China
since 1971.

Given'China’s support of counter-
revolutionaries in Bangla Desh, Cey-
lon and the Sudan, Maoists have good
reason to go “undercover.’’

Israel: Radical workers beaten
for poster protest

Three men arrested by the Israel;
authorities in September were kicked
and beaten with revolvers. The three
included two Jews -- Uzi Virni, an ar-
my lieutenant, and Mali Lerman, a
computer worker -- and an Arab con-
struction worker, Shauki Khatib,

They were accused of puttingup
a poster issued by a group called the
“Revolutionary Communist Alliance."”

This poster complained that workers
in Israel have to work 10'or 12 hours
a day, or take on two jobs, to earn
enough to live on,

It recalls that 90 years ago Ameri-
can workers began the fight for the
eight-hour day and comments:

"While the bosses’ children are
travelling around, here and abroad,
sunbathing during the day and danc-
ing at night, our lives are like the
lives of donkeys, without any limit
to the burdens put on us. We have
neither education, nor culture, neith-
er fun nor enjoyment. We work un-
der the control of second-rate police-
men - the foremen. "

And the poster concluded: "Let
us stand up and fight. Everyday we
9o and return, work and sweat, get
broken and give up -- until when?"

The three arrested men were held
10 days for questioning and efforts
were made, by threats and bribes, to
separate Khatib, the Arab, from the
others and get him to collaborate
with the authorities. They have been
released on bail and are now awaiting
trial.

Israeli workers have increased their
militance over the past year. Over
half the strikes in the past year were
wildcat strikes. Gidon Ben-Israel, the
government’s chief labor relations of-
ficer, states that “We are faced with a
spiralling situation that is out of con-
trol. The government has no choice
but to crack down.”

France: Trotskyist groups to
run 300 election candidates

m

At a press conference at the end
of September, the French revolution-
ary group Lutte Ouvriere announced
that it was in process of negotiating
an agr for the ing electi
probably in March 1973, with two
other Trotskyist groups, the Ligue
Communiste and the Organisation
Co iste Internationali :

This will mean that there will be
more than 300 Trotskyist candidates

. in the elections, covering every town

of more than 30,000 people.

Czechoslovakia: T.V. film
bought to identify dissenters

“

The Stalinist regime in Czechoslo-

: vakia will go to any lengths to identi-

1y opponents of the government. Po-
lice recently bought copies of West
German TV documentaries on the re-
sistance to the Russian invasion in
1968. The word is that anyone who
can be identified from the films will
wind up on trial.

The item on workers’ unrest in
Tanzania which appeared in the “In-
ternational Report” in Workers' Pow-
er No. 65 was contributed by James
Coleman,
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Procrusteusism

;I'he front page editorial in Work-
ers Power No. 65 urged a protest
vote for the candidates of the Social-
ist Workers Party (SWP) or Socialist
Labor Party (SLP). The reason of-
fered was that this would “register”
a“d d” fora to “take
up the demands for full employment,
for thirty hours work for forty hours
pay, and the total repeal of all anti-
labor laws. It would also fight for
the end of American imperialist for-
eign policy, and for the rights of ail
oppressed people in the US."

As such a party of labor does not
exist, the urging (or is it “urge”) to
vote for the SWP or SLP is offered in

" its place,

The basis for that position is viti-
ated elsewhere in the editorial, which
declares: "As political parties, neither
-the SWP nor the SLP offer a viable
strategy for American workers,’’
What the right hand giveth the left
taketh away.

The editorial castigates McGovern
and Nixon, mentions Wallace in pas-
sing, and then makes its endorsement,
There is no mention of Benjamin
Spock, the candidate of the People's
Party (Peace and Freedom in Califor-
nia), nor, for that matter, of the vari-
ous independent campaigns being
waged by the Raza Unida Party.

Perhaps the printer droppe;i some
Pparagraphs? Or does Workers' Power
think that the PFP comes under the
tubric of “other candidates of the
capitalist parties?”’

We do not have space here to go
into the intricacies of what consti-
tutes a ““capitalist’” party. Suffice it
to say that in our estimation the PFP
cannot fall into that category unless
the IS has abandoned the theories of
Marx for those of Procrusteus.

Political parties are expressions of
social forces and social movements.
That's A-B-C. The attitude of social-
ists toward them are determined by
that content, even as that content is
determined by the historical period
= the objective necessities and possi-
bilities that period presents.

What is the situation in the US to-
day? The attack on labor, necessitat-
ed by America’s competitive position
on the world market, will continue re-
gardless of the administration in Wash-
ington.

The AFL-CIO officialdom has en-
dorsed Nixon in deed if not in word.
The liberal bureaucrats of the labor
movement are endorsing McGovern
in defiance of Meany & Co.

None of this is a response to, or a
reflection of, the needs of rank and
fil2 workers, or a result of pressure
from the ranks on the bureaucrats.

The bulk of American union mem-
bers probably reject or will reject the
Nixon-Wallace alternative. What does
that leave them? McGovern, the stan-
dard bearer of the Democratic Party,
already calling for more “police on
the street,” refusing to offer the sem-
blance of an anti-imperialist foreign

q

policy, with the possible exception of
Vietnam,

Moreover, a person whe has rarely,
if ever, championed the cause of labor
in any meaningful way.

The necessity of the period is a la-
bor party that would have the politi-
cal perspectives the Workers’ Power
editorial called for.

Needless to say, there could be
many varieties of a labor party that
would not have them. There is no
possibility of a labor party of any
sort at present, regardless of the ne-
cessity, Y

But there is the possibility of pro-
moting consciousness of the need for
independent political action. On the
one hand, there is the necessity that
such action must be anti-racist and an-
ti imperialist.

On the other, such a political move-
ment must be honest in declaring that
although there are such things as “les-
ser evils,”” they are “evils,” nonethe-
less, and perpetuate the dead-end of
American politics.

It must declare that independent
political action, no matter the hard-
ships it will impose in struggling for
it at first, is an imperative historical
necessity and must be built, regard-
less of short-range costs.

It is precisely such questions that
the Spock campaign addresses. As
such, it is the one viable political tool
for building that consciousness and
linking it to the anti-racist and anti-
imperialist movements, or at least pos-
ing those demands as necessary parts
of independent political action for the
working class.

Against this, Workers' Power offers
us what amounts to effective support
of the SWP campaign. A campaign
geared toward recruitment to that or-
ganization and nothing else.

Presumably then, we, as socialists,
are to push forward that campaign
within the labor movement, a cam-
paign, Workers' Power tells us, geared
totally toward "a middle class milieu.”

The Spock campaign, for the rea-
sons outlined above, offers the only
possible vehicle for bringing crucial
questions forward in our places of
work in a transitional and non-sectar-
ian manner, =

As Marx observed: "The sect
finds its reason for existence in its
point of honor, it does not look for
it in what it has in common with the
labor movement, but in some parti-
cular sign which sets it off from this
movement.”

The Workers' Power editorial ur-
ges the substitution of a sect for the
possibilities of building a movement.
As such it betrays its socialist duty.

Walt Castle
=S

Rejoinder

Castle fails to underst'and the
meaning of the Workers Power edi-
torial which he criticizes. He also
makes a pretty poor case, in our opin-
ion, for his position that the Spock
campaign represents a viable road for
ind dent political action agai
the capitalist parties.

il

Castle claims that the editorial
called for “effective support of the
SWP campaign,” for “pushing for-
ward that campaigrrwithin the labor
movement,” etc. This is net the po-
sition of the International Socialists,
nor was it the course advocated by
the editorial.

The IS rejects the idea of giving ac-
tive political support, even critical po-
litical support, to the SWP campaign.
This means precisely that we do not
advocate that socialists carry on an or-
ganized campaign in the labor move-
ment for support of SWP candidates,
nor that they devote their energies to
winning votes for them.

The reason for this is simple: the
politics of the SWP campaign are thor-
oughly divorced from the crucial po-
litical task facing the working class in
this country. That task, as the editor-
ial emphasized, is building an indepen-
dent party of the working class, a la-
bor party based on a program of trans-
itional demands which rank and file
militants are beginning to put forward
in their struggles.

Although the SWP program calls
== On paper -- for a labor party, the
fight for such a party in the working
class plays no real role whatever in its

paign. This is not accidental, but
reflects the SWP’s failure to play any’
role in the growing rank and file move-
ment and its general lack of interest in
the pressing needs of the American

- working class.

The only sense in which we advo-
cate a vote for candidates of the SWP
or SLP, the candidates runningon a
formally socialist platform, is “to cast
a vote of opposition to the capitalist
parties and their system” - a protest
vote, as Castle correctly calls it,

We stated very precisely what such
avote means: "by voting for these

didates, working people can ex-
press their rejection of the meaning-
less choice’ and the miserable pro-
spects qﬁamd to us by this capitalist
system.” Nothing more than this was
claimed.

Castle, however, is for active polit-
ical support -- not of the socialist can-
didates, but rather for the even more
pathetic campaign of Benjamin Spock.
At this point his argument dissolves
into a peculiar blend of fantasy and
non-sequitur, : 5

Without mentioning a word of
Spock’s program, Castle tells us that——
he “addresses” the crucial questions
involved in a movement for indepen-
dent political action. In particular
Castle doesn’t point out that Spock’s
projected vehicle for such action is a
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. middle-class party aimed at “’achieving

control of industry by consumers,
workers, and government repregenta-
tives” (Issues and Answers, AB 2
October 8).

This is nothing but a formula for
a more radical brand of McGovern's
liberalism. Indeed, the whole Spock
campaign which Castle supports is no

alternative to McGovern, but only a
left-wing foil for him. One Spock-
Habson brochure says that the role
of the People’s Party is to establish a
*“new center in American politics”
which would allow a “dialogue” be-
tween liberals and the left.

It's no wonder that Spock in no
way favors building an independent
party on a working class basis (or *‘a
labor party of any sort,” to use Cas-
tle’s own curious phrase),

Castle also advertises the supposed
““anti-racist and anti-imperialist’ na-
ture of Spock’s campaign, without
telling us what this anti-racism and
anti-imperialism consist of. Spock’s
only stated program on racism is “in-
tegration achieved by enforcing exist-
ing legislation” - better and more
honest than establishment liberals to
be sure, but hardly an adequate anti-
racist or Black Liberation program.

On this issue, among others, Spock
simply illustrates the collapse of the
once-real Peace and Freedom Party
movement, which in early 1968 built
a meaningful alliance between radicals
and the Black Liberation movement.
At that time, when it represented a
real movement rather than an empty
shell, the PFP rejected Spock and put
forward a black revolutionary as its
candidate.

After all this Castle puts forward
the Spock campaign as a “vehicle for
bringing crucial questions forward in
our places of work in a transitional
and non-sectarian manner.” Nothing
in his argument, however, indicates
in what sense this campaign or his sup-
port for it is “transitional.”

In revolutionary politics, the term
“transitional" means a program for a
working class transformation of soci-
aty. Castle's use of the term /s mean--
ingless, unless by "transitions!” he
simply means comfortable and non-

- revolutionary. '

The basic task of socialists in the
unions and elsewhera is not to push
for support of a middle-class left-lib-
eral Spock campaign nor even the
SWP/SLP candidates, but to fight to
build a rank and file movement and
a t for an independent work-
ing class party.

David Finkel

1265, Knoxville, TN 37901

Lansing: c/o Stewart, 1684 East
Grand River, Apt. 118, East
Lansing, MI 48823

Los Angeles: 1910 So. Vermont,
Los Angeles, CA 90007

Madison: c/o Sheppard, 1602 Pack-
ers Ave,, Madison, WI 53704

New York: 17 East 17th St., New

" York, NY 10003

North Carolina: P.0. Box 445,
Chapel Hill, NC 27514

Pittsburgh: c/o Abbrucci, 3631
Liberty, Pittsburgh, ‘PA 15201

Portland: P.O. Box 19374, Port:
land, OR 97219

Riverside: 6096 Riverside Ave.,
Apt. 18, Riverside, CA 92508

San Francisco: c/o Rubin, 294
Carl St., Apt. 1A, San Francisco,
CA 94117

Seattle: P.O. Box 247, Seatile,
WA 98105
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