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Workers’ Power
Exclusive

If you vote for Jlmmy Carter on Tuesday, you won’t be in v ry good company.

Workers’ Power has learned that one of Ji immy Carter’s most promment backers
in Mississippi is the lawyer who won a court suit for $1.25 million against the
National Association for the Advancement of Colored People.

by Kate Stacy
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Dixon Pyles is a major financial backer of
the Mississippi Carter campaign. He is also
the senior lawyer for the firm helping the Port
Gibson businessmen try to put the NAACP
out of business with a $1.25 million law suit.

Pyles told this reporter he is helping Jimmy
by funding three ‘‘essentially full-time’’
campaign workers.

One of them is Danny Cupit, co-campaign
manager for Carter. As Pyles put it: ‘“My
partner is on full time duty and drawing his
regular salary.”’
four secretaries. He added that his ‘‘other
partner ‘is the co-campaign manager of. the
central Mississippi [Carter] committee’” along
‘'with a Douglas Anderson.

- Sounds expensive, doesn’t it? Well, one of
. the things Pyles does best is sue civil rights
organizations. And it can be profitable.

So far, the legal bill in the Port Gibson case
is well over $200,000. Where does the money
come from? A high source in the national
NAACEP office told Workers’ Power: ‘“That’s

Port Gibson Businesses vs. NAACP

The award and bond order
threatened to bankrupt the NAACP .~
A federal court judge has since
ordered the appeal bond reduced to

businessmen took the NAACP and
132 other defendants to court,
charging an |Ile%al secondary
boycou The NAACP was denied a
jury trial. $100

The Port Gibson, Mlalulppl
boycott began in the early sixties
md lasted almost ten years.

Bilack citizens were fed up with
harassment and discrimination in
empioyment. They boycotted the - In August 1976 Hinds County - The case
white Port Gibson merchants who Chancery Court -Judge George
practiced anti-black discrimination, Haynes ruled in favor  of the
. and who also dominated the town's merchants. He ordered the NAACP
racist political structure. to post a $1.6 million bond, in order

In 1969 twelve Port Gibson to appeal the judgment.

So, says Pyles, is one of his

folows a pattern in
Mississippi. Civil rights organiza-
tions are taken to court. Their
assets may be tied up for several

years.
Then in the appeals process, the

\,\BRA“
what the White Cltlzens Couﬂlpﬁ\v as paid %o

far [$200,000]. That’s wheo’ szasgﬁﬁsonng e
whole thing. Unofficially. . . .’

Carter’s big Mississippi backer knows how
to make'money in slightly smaller amounts as
well. He led a $10,000 rip-off of the Southern
Christian Leadership Conference in Grenada,
Miss. in a court suit against a snmllar boycott
against racism.

But Mr. Pyles doesn’t shower his legal
attentions only on black people. Working
people are another favorite target.

Behind the scenes (where Pyles always
seems to be), his law firm tried to break the
Mississippi farmworkers’ boycott, the most
successful boycott of scab grapes and lettuce
the farmworkers ever built.

Despite this record Dixon Pyles maintains
his reputation as the biggest labor lawyer in
the. state. :

Clever man, isn’t he? Well, so is Jlmmy
Carter. Birds of a feather, as the saying goes.

Still planning to vote on Tuesday? Just turn
to page 3 and keep reading. The story has just
begun. J

blatantly illegal, racist judgments awarded to businessmen there in

are reversed. Sometimes the civil another boycott suit.
rights groups get their money back, Higher courts overturned that
Sometimes they don't. judgment. But the SCLC was never
3 able to get back the $10,000 stolen

ONE WHO DIDN'T from it.

Dixon Pyles was the lawyer for
One groug who didn’t was the the businessmen in that suit, too. -
hristian Leadership Some of the SCLC’s funds wound
Con'onnu (SCLC). The SCLC s up in his pocket to pay his legai
Grenada, Mississi fees. No one knows exactly how
count was ulnd 1o pay & |udpmonl much. a






